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CHINA Search teams 
recover the bodies of 21 
Chinese coal miners who 
died when the shaft where 
they were working filled 
with water. More than 
600 rescuers had been 
working to pump water 
from the shaft and drill 
holes from the surface 
at the Jiangjiawan mine 
near the northern city of 
Datong.

AFGHANISTAN The 
Taliban storms a 
police checkpoint in a 
northwestern province 
and kills nine border 
guards, while a roadside 
bombing kills six 
civilians in the country’s 
southwest.

JAPAN Two Japanese 
Cabinet ministers visit a 
Tokyo shrine that honors 
the country’s war dead, 
including convicted war 
criminals a day after Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe met 
with Chinese President Xi 
Jinping. More on p12

PAKISTAN The Pakistani 
military say the air force 
has pounded militant 
hideouts in a tribal region 
along the Afghan border, 
killing 20 suspected 
militants. 

THAILAND-USA Modern-
day slavery persists 
around the world, 
including the abuse of 
fishermen in the Thai 
seafood industry whose 
catch can end up in U.S. 
markets, a congressional 
panel is told.

MALAYSIA-MEXICO Three 
Mexican brothers and 
two other people lose 
their final appeals against 
death sentences for drug 
trafficking.

More on  backpage

a case of english 
proficiency 

translators to blame

UM student Lisandra Wagan 
Fesalbon explains why she 
won a nationwide English 
speaking competition

Sinologist Göran 
Malmqvist says that the 
lack of good translators 
is hindering the spread of 
Chinese literature
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engaging politics

Lisandra Wagon Fe-
salbon, 19, is majoring in 
International Relations and 
Government and Public Ad-
ministration at the University 
of Macau. “I chose this degree 
because I wanted to under-
stand politics. Throughout my 
education background through 
high school I didn’t learn much 
about politics and I wanted to 
have a deeper understanding of 
this part of the world,” she told 
The Times. 

Lisandra Wagan Fesalbon

 
More students 
are learning 
English, 
especially now 
that we have a 
new campus 
and are inviting 
people from 
around the 
world to teach 
here

DIrECTOr AND EDITOr-IN-CHIEF_Paulo Coutinho paulocoutinho@macaudailytimes.com  
MANAGING EDITOr_Paulo Barbosa paulo.barbosa@macaudailytimes.com  
CONTrIbUTING EDITOrS_Eric Sautedé, Leanda Lee, Severo Portela 
CHINA & FOrEIGN EDITOr_Vanessa Moore vanessa@macaudailytimes.com 

DESIGN EDITOr_João Jorge Magalhães magalhaes@macaudailytimes.com | NEwSrOOM AND CONTrIbUTOrS_Albano 
Martins, António Espadinha Soares, Brook Yang, Catarina Pinto, Cyril Law, Emilie Tran, Grace Yu, Irene Sam, Jacky I.F. Cheong, 
Jenny Philips, Joseph Cheung, Juliet Risdon, Keith Ip, Renato Marques (photographer), Richard Whitfield, Robert Carroll (Hong Kong 
correspondent), Rodrigo de Matos (cartoonist), Ruan Du Toit Bester, Sandra Norte (designer), Sum Choi, Viviana Seguí  | ASSOCIATE 
CONTrIbUTOrS_JML Property, MacauHR, MdME Lawyers, PokerStars | NEwS AGENCIES_ Associated Press, Bloomberg, Lusa 
News Agency, MacauHub, MacauNews, Xinhua | SECrETArY_Yang Dongxiao amy@macaudailytimes.com

send newsworthy information and press releases to: newsroom@macaudailytimes.com website: www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
MDT’s Website has logged over

88 million page views 
since January 1st, 2012 up to today.

Thank You!
Like us? facebook.com/mdtimes

A MACAU TIMES PUbLICATIONS LTD PUbLICATION

ADMINISTrATOr AND CHIEF EXECUTIvE OFFICEr
Kowie Geldenhuys kowie@macaudailytimes.com 
SECrETArY Juliana Cheang juliana@macaudailytimes.com 
ADDrESS  Av. da Praia Grande, 599, Edif. Comercial Rodrigues, 12 Floor C, 
MACAU SAR Telephones: +853 287 160 81/2 Fax: +853 287 160 84 
Advertisement advertising@macaudailytimes.com 
For subscription and general issues:
general@macaudailytimes.com | Printed at Welfare Printing Ltd

MACAU 澳聞

Catarina Pinto

University of Macau 
student Lisandra Wagan 

Fesalbon outperformed the 
other 100,000 contestants 
at the “21st Century Coca-
Cola Cup” National English 
Speaking Competition, taking 
the top honor. Born in Macau 
in 1995 to Filipino parents, 
Lisandra started learning En-
glish at an early age by wat-
ching American cartoons. 
Growing up, she developed 
an interest for reading books 
and the news mostly in En-
glish, although she’s also 
fluent in Cantonese and Taga-
log. The student has noticed a 
change in young people’s En-
glish proficiency. Yet, in an 
interview with The Times, she 
acknowledged that teachers’ 
encouragement could have a 
positive impact on students’ 
ability to learn and improve 
their English language skills. 

Macau daily times 
(Mdt) – you recently 
won an english public 
speaking competition in 
China. What’s the mea-
ning of this award?

Lisandra Fesalbon (LF) – 
It’s really great because it’s a 
big competition and I didn’t 
know that prior to joining it. 
When I joined it was even a 
bigger deal because I found 
out - when I broke through 
semi-finals - that the last per-
son [from Macau] to break 
through to the semi-finals did 
so eight or nine years ago. Af-
ter winning in the final it was 
like ‘wow I am coming home 
with an honor to the Uni-
versity of Macau, so it was a 
great experience.

Mdt – Macau is now 
often portrayed as an in-
ternational city. Howe-
ver, there are still many 
young students who do 
not speak english. do you 
think it is somehow chan-
ging?

LF – Definitely. I think it’s 
changing because more peo-
ple are trying to learn English; 
if not English then Mandarin, 
which is also a widely known 

InTErvIEW | UM STUDEnT LISAnDrA WAGAn FESALbon

‘Encouragement needed for 
more students to speak English’

and spoken language in the 
world. I think more studen-
ts are learning English, es-
pecially now that we have a 
new campus and are inviting 
people from around the world 
to teach here, and more ex-
change students come here. 

The exchange experiences 
we have are growing so the-
re’s definitely more people 
speaking English. 

Mdt – What do you 
think is lacking for more 
people and students in 
Macau to speak english? 
should the government 
encourage it more?

LF – What’s lacking is really 
the encouragement, I suppo-
se. Because a lot of the time 
people in Macau are afraid 
to speak English as maybe 
they’re scared of not saying 
things right. The encourage-
ment should not come from 
the government but actually 
from the teachers themselves 
within the schools. That way 
youth would not be afraid of 
speaking English. 

Mdt – you mentioned 
the new campus and new 
teachers being invited 
here. did it make a big di-
fference in student’s abi-

lity to speak english over 
the past years? 

LF – Actually I find that 
people are speaking Manda-
rin more. On the other hand, 
a lot of mainland students 
don’t speak Cantonese and 
some local students’ Manda-
rin is not as good as theirs. So 
sometimes the only language 
that they can actually com-
municate in is English.

Mdt – in your case, 
what was the secret? How 
did you become fluent in 
english?

LF – Basically I was born 
here and growing up I wat-
ched a lot of television and 
it was usually English car-
toons like Blue’s Clues and 
Sesame Street, and those are 
all American based cartoons 
and they’re all in English. So 
I learned that way. I also read 
a lot of books, from when I 
was in primary school up un-
til now. I read everyday. I also 
read newspapers in English.

Mdt – did your family 
background also influen-
ce you to learn foreign 
languages?

LF – My parents are from 
the Philippines and they mo-
ved here about 25 years ago. 
But I was born here. Proba-
bly yes [it influenced me]. 
Growing up I had to learn 
three different languages. In 
school, I needed to learn Can-
tonese and at home my paren-
ts speak Filipino (Tagalog), 
my mother tongue. I read 
news in English. The majori-
ty of the time I speak English 
because it’s the language I am 
most familiar with. 

Mdt – What interested 
you the most in learning 
english in particular?

LF – A lot of international 
information is in English, the 
news or even pop culture, like 
music or movies. It’s mostly 
from America and that’s pro-
bably what drew me to think 
‘hey English is cool, English is 
fun,’ because you’re exposed 
to that type of background.

Mdt – What drove 
you to join UM’s public 
speaking team?

LF – Public speaking and 
speech actually started from 
when I was a young girl be-
cause in Macau we have the-
se poetry competitions, so I 
joined those poetry-speaking 
competitions when I was you-
ng, and then when I grew up I 
joined speaking competitions 
because I did well on the poe-
try ones. Coming to UM I 
tried debate first.

I joined the public speaking 
team just last year. I met 
the coach in a Macau regio-
nal competition and I didn’t 
know that our school actually 
had a team. I was in the de-
bate team the year before but 
I moved to the speech team 
because I feel like that’s what 
I would like to focus on more. 
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sinologist expects less use 
of simplified characters

tHe renoWned Sinolo-
gist commented that “simplified 
Chinese characters are neither 
good-looking nor useful,” and he 
believes that “after some decades, 
simplified Chinese characters will 

be put aside.” “It was completely 
unnecessary and a big shame to 
simplify the traditional Chinese 
characters in 1958. Some people in 
the mainland regret this now,” he 
argued.

Göran Malmqvist

MACAU 澳聞

Brook Yang 

A lack of good translators 
and a sense of reluctance 

among Western publishers to 
publish non-European litera-
ture has been hindering the 
spread of Chinese literature, 
said Swedish linguist and sino-
logist Göran Malmqvist.

The scholar, who has been as-
signed a key role in selecting 
Nobel laureates in literature, 
indicated that Chinese and 
other Asian writers need to ex-
pand to a universal readership, 
yet there are still too few com-
petent translators.

“A former Secretary of the 
Swedish Academy [which is 
responsible for awarding the 
Nobel Prize in Literature] once 
said that ‘world literature is 
translation; translation is world 
literature. Without translation, 
there is no world literature.’ 
So the role of a translator is 
immensely important,” he ex-
plained to Macau’s media yes-
terday, when asked to share his 
opinion on Chinese literature.

The professor acknowledged 
that there is merely a handful 
of highly competent translators 
of modern Chinese literature 
in the United States and Euro-
pe, which is “not enough to go 
around.”

“Unless that situation is chan-
ged, a great deal of non-Eu-
ropean literature will remain 
unapproachable by the readers 

A foreign exchange 
student, dormi-

tory authorities and se-
curity guards from the 
University of Macau 
(UM) were embroiled 
in a conflict with a lo-
cal journalist who at-
tempted to photograph 
students fleeing from a 
residential college whe-
re a small fire broke out 
early yesterday mor-
ning. The fire resulted 
in a total of over 200 
students being imme-
diately evacuated from 
the building.

It was reported that 
one room on the first 
floor of the “Choi Kai 
Yau College” on the 
university’s Hengqin 
campus caught fire at 
around 3 a.m. The fire 
was triggered by a short 
circuit in a dehumidi-
fier owned by one of the 
students. The students 
gathered at the entran-

Chinese literature remains 
largely unknown in the West 
– translators to blame

Fire at UM college, journalist 
prevented from filming evacuation

in the other regions. That is a 
great pity,” he said.

Accordingly, the scholar called 
for more “amateur translators,” 
like himself, to translate their 
preferred literary works so that 
their compatriots can also ex-
perience the joy of reading the 
original.

“I feel if you are able to trans-
late, you should do so. There 
are many scholars that feel 
that translation is not what a 

scholar should engage in, and I 
couldn’t disagree more. I would 
rather put it this way: I think it 
is the obligation of anyone who 
has gained a good knowledge 
of a language to use it to spend 
some of their time translating.”

Unfortunately, even among 
the works completed by profes-
sional translators, the scholar 
pointed out that “far too often, 
you’ll find that translations are 
poor.”

However, not only does a poor 
translation distort the purpose 
of the original work, but also 
the publishers’ intentional ver-
sion on an original storyline or 
wordings as well.

The professor gave an example 
of Lao She’s classic piece “Ca-
mel Xiangzi [Rickshaw Boy],” 
arguing that an American pu-
blisher altered the novel’s final 
chapter into a Hollywood en-
ding, as it was considered too 
tragic for the American public.

“That is tragic, and that is still 
so: you have very many Ameri-
can publishers who insist that 
the translators should chan-
ge or leave out portions of the 
text,” he said, adding that it 
has happened to contemporary 
Chinese writers such as Mo Yan 
and Li Rui, who were “defense-
less” in such situations.

“Another problem is that 
fewer and fewer foreign pub-
lishing houses are willing to pu-
blish non-European literature,” 
added the scholar. “It’s very di-

fficult to find a house that will 
publish it. In Switzerland, 78 
percent of foreign literature is 
translated from English, and 
only 1 percent of the works 
were from the Far East, Africa 
and Middle East. This is very a 
terrifying [phenomenon].”

Regarding the anxiety preva-
lent in Chinese society about 
when its literature can step on 
the world stage, the Sinophile 
historian drew attention to the 
nation’s literary achievements 
in its early history on mytholo-
gy, poetry and literary theory.

“These achievements were 
done at a time when many Eu-
ropean nations didn’t even have 
a language. At the time period 
where you had poets like Li Bai, 
Du Fu and Wang Wei, people in 
Northern Europe were crawling 
about in the woods, being rai-
sed in forests; they didn’t even 
know the word ‘literature.’”

“So China has always been 
well ahead of the rest of world 
when it comes to developing 
its own literature. So to ask me 
now when China will catch up 
with world literature, to me is 
rather ridiculous,” he respon-
ded.

The scholar further indicated 
that 1985 was a very important 
year for China’s contemporary 
literature, as many successful 
novels and prominent writers 
emerged. “If it can continue like 
that, Chinese literature will de-
velop very well,” he said.

ce of the dormitory as 
the fire brigade quickly 
arrived at the scene and 
scrambled to extinguish 
the fire.

Shortly after at arou-
nd 3.30am, after the 
fire was extinguished, 
a journalist from the 
broadcaster MASTV 
was reportedly deterred 
by two university offi-
cials from filming the 
evacuation scene, while 
the students gradually 
returned to their rooms 
in order. The authori-
ties cited “private pla-
ces” and “students not 
properly dressed” as 
the reasons.

A female witness on 

the night told the Ti-
mes, on condition of 
anonymity, that the 
college head David 
Pong, accompanied by 
another college mana-
ger Robert Wessling, 
requested the journa-
list not shoot, with his 
hand constantly cove-
ring the camera, yet he 
declined to do so. 

“The journalist was 
shooting the students 
returning back to their 
rooms. He was actually 
just a couple of steps 
away. When studen-
ts from the third floor 
started to move, the 
college master then 
emerged to ask him to 

stop photographing for 
the sake of student’s 
privacy,” declared the 
student, adding that the 
college manager more 
than once requested 
the journalist prove his 
identity, yet he declined 
to do that as well.

Later during that pe-
riod, a foreign student 
who was reluctant to be 
filmed, allegedly cove-
red the camera lens with 
his hands, yet acciden-
tally knocked down the 
flashlight. The journa-
list subsequently accu-
sed him of intentionally 
grabbing his camera, 
according to a student- 
run news outlet from 

the university, Orange 
Post, online. 

Another online me-
dia outlet, Macau Con-
cealers, reported that 
around a dozen studen-
ts, members of security 
and college authorities 
encircled the journalist 
and demanded he stop 
taking photographs. 
The foreign student 
then approached the 
cameraman and gras-
ped the flashlight befo-
re shining it back in his 
face. It has also been re-
ported that another two 
students later shone the 
flashlight into the jour-
nalist’ eyes from just a 
short distance away.

A statement issued by  
UM in response to the 
fire mentioned that the 
student’s intention was 
to protect the priva-
cy and feelings of tho-
se students who were 
dressed only in un-
derwear because of the 
hasty evacuation.

According to the cam-
pus media outlet, the 
college manager de-
nounced the filming as 
“inappropriate” as “stu-
dents were resting,” yet 
the journalist retorted, 
asking him if he knew 
what “press freedom” 
and the “rule of law” 
were. The irritated jour-
nalist also called the 
episode “shameful” as it 
occurred at the so-called 
“top university in Ma-
cau,” whereas the colle-
ge head expressed sus-
picions that the shooting 
was aimed at female stu-
dents. Staff reporter
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LECM workers’ 
suspended
The two Civil Engineering 
Laboratory (LECM) employees, 
allegedly involved in a bribery 
and document forgery case 
unveiled by the Commission 
Against Corruption (CCAC) 
earlier this week are no longer 
working for LECM, Hoje 
Macau reported yesterday. 
CCAC found that the two 
employees accepted bribes from 
an engineering company for 
assistance in producing bogus 
soil test reports. The laboratory 
revealed that it uncovered the 
case internally last year and the 
employees were suspended. 

Centralized 
medical records 
to be launched 
next year
A shared electronic medical 
record system is expected to 
come into place next year, as 
part of which hospitals and 
health centers will be able to 
share patients’ medical records. 
According to the Health Bureau 
(SSM), the addition to the 
system will see the release of 
materials online for patients to 
check and read. A SSM official, 
Leong Kei Hong, told media 
representatives yesterday 
that the bureau has reached 
an agreement with the three 
hospitals as well as all of the 
medical centers to exchange the 
medical records of outpatients, 
inpatients and emergency 
patients. Leong said that all 
departments would be invited 
to join the system, except the 
Psychiatric department due to 
the implications surrounding 
patients’ privacy. He also 
revealed that the new program 
is currently in the final stage of 
drafting bidding documents; 
construction of the electronic 
record system will take one year 
after a contract is signed with the 
successful bidder.

Anzac Day 
centenary service 
in Hong Kong
This year marks the 100th 
anniversary of Anzac Day, 
which is considered the 
most significant day in 
commemorating Australian 
and New Zealand soldiers. 
The day honors the first major 
military action undertaken 
by the Australian and New 
Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC): 
the landing at Gallipoli in 
Turkey during World War 
One. Each year on Anzac Day 
expatriates and visitors from 
both countries gather at services 
and ceremonies around the 
world to acknowledge the 
bravery and sacrifices of those 
who have served their nation 
in times of war and conflict. 
The Consulates-General of 
Australia and New Zealand will 
hold a service at the Hong Kong 
Cenotaph at 6:15 a.m. tomorrow.

TWo Transport Bureau 
(DSAT) staff members 
have been detained af-
ter being accused of ac-

cepting bribes totaling MOP16 
million from three companies 
that manage public car parking 
spaces.

The case was unveiled by the 
Commission Against Corrup-
tion (CCAC) and involves com-
panies that were granted 70 
percent of the local public car 
parking contracts since 2012. 
One of the civil servants is a su-
pervisor. The companies alle-
gedly bribed them into being 
granted the right to manage 
parking services.

In a statement issued by CCAC 

THe Secretary for Economy and Fi-
nance Lionel Leong attended the 

opening ceremony of Guangdong’s pi-
lot free trade zone (Hengqin area) yes-
terday. Leading Macau’s delegation in 
Hengqin, he assured attendees that 
the government is committed to im-
proving the efficiency of Macau-Hen-
gqin cooperation projects. 

The MSAR and Zhuhai signed a pro-
tocol to create a mechanism for the 
development of the Hengqin area as 
part of Guangdong’s pilot free trade 
zone. 

Mr Leong said that the development 
of a pilot free trade zone in Guang-
dong meets the MSAR’s developmen-
tal needs and helps to enhance strate-
gic cooperation projects between both 
regions.

Therefore, he said Macau’s gover-
nment will fully support local com-
panies and residents of both cities to 
develop projects in the area. 

Mr Leong stressed that the promo-
tion of business development in the 

THe Broadway musical ‘Ghost,’ based on the 1990 
hit movie starring Patrick Swayze and Demi Moore, 

will take center stage at Macau’s Cultural Center (CCM) 
this summer with a run of eight shows kicking off on Au-
gust 4. CCM announced that tickets will go on sale this 
Sunday. 

The movie-turned-musical made its world debut at the 
Manchester Opera House in March 2011 and was later 
performed in the West End over the 2011 summer. In 
2012, the hit movie was rewritten for Broadway, ope-
ning at the Lunt-Fontanne Theatre in April 2012. 

“The staged story doesn’t stray far from the 1990 film,” 
the LA Times reported at the time. The plot revolves 
around the main characters Molly and Sam. Molly is 
a love-struck artist, and her boyfriend Sam works as a 
banker. 

Sam is shot and killed during a robbery. Waiting in a 
spiritual limbo, Sam and Molly are able to continue their 
affair thanks to the help of a psychic, Oda Mae Brown, 
played by famous actress Whoopi Goldberg in the film. 

While Molly first mourns her loss, she fails to notice 
that Sam’s killer is lurking around her home. Sam then 
becomes a ghost to warn his lover as she is in danger. 

“Blending cutting–edge technology and classic stage 
magic designed by the same illustrator of the films Har-
ry Potter and Hugo, ‘Ghost the Musical’ displays plenty 
of bright, flashing lights to convey New York City’s at-
mosphere,” CCM said in a press release. 

The script was written by Bruce Joel Rubin (also the 
screenwriter of the film) who also contributed to the lyri-
cs along with composers Glen Ballard and Dave Stewart. 

According to CCM, the show includes “an array of spe-
cial effects complemented by a musical score that brings 
back ‘Unchained Melody,’ a romantic hit immortalized 
by the Righteous Brothers. 

CCM added that the musical has sold over a million ti-
ckets worldwide and was voted the ninth best musical of 
all time, having toured the US, Europe and Asia. 

The musical was nominated for five Olivier Awards in-
cluding Best Musical as well as three Tony Awards. 

The show will be staged from August 4 to 9 at 8 p.m, 
with matinee performances on Saturday and Sunday 
(August 8 and 9) at 3 p.m. 

Ticket prices range from MOP180 and MOP480, with 
several discounts available, such as a 10 percent dis-
count for CCM Friends or an earlybird discount of 20 
percent, effective between April 26 and May 5.

CorrUPTIon

DSAT staff took bribes from 
parking management firms

ArTS 

‘Ghost the Musical’ 
in town this summer

the suspects are accused of re-
ceiving “high benefits,” amon-
gst them the above mentioned 
MOP16 million to facilitate the 
granting of public parking ma-
nagement services. The total 
value of the contracts now under 

suspicion is MOP68 million. 
Anther irregular aspect found 

is that the obligations that the 
companies assumed under the 
contracts were not met. The 
management companies were 
supposed to have three guards 

and a cleaning worker in each 
auto park. However, “for a long 
time they only allocated one 
guard to most of the parking 
spaces,” CCAC states. 

DSAT also issued a statement 
yesterday saying that it has ini-
tiated an internal investigation 
on the two staff workers invol-
ved. DSAT also stated it is paying 
“great attention” to the case and 
will cooperate with the CCAC 
and judicial authorities. “In 
tandem, DSAT will strengthen 
internal management in order 
to overcome shortcomings as 
well as adopt proper measures 
in order to enforce the normal 
operation of public car parking 
spaces,” the statement reads. PB

Hengqin area, namely in the tourism, 
leisure and cultural fields, will rein-
force the MSAR’s role as “a platform.” 
He added that the development of the 
Hengqin area within Guangdong’s 
pilot free trade zone will lead to com-
mon benefits and advantages in both 
regions. 

According to a statement issued by 
the secretary’s office, he confirmed 
that the government will step up ef-
forts to improve cooperation between 
Macau and Guangdong “at all levels,” 
focusing on the implementation of 
Hengqin-Macau cooperation projects 
and on building advantageous con-
ditions for the development of Small 
and Medium-Sized Enterprises. 

The secretary outlined Macau’s ac-
tion plan for the Hengqin area, stres-
sing that first competent authorities 
will be invited to hold information 
sessions in Macau to share details 
on the free trade zone’s projects and 
policies. Competent services will also 
be moving forward with the revision 
of relevant laws in close collaboration 
with the business sector and Macau 
citizens. The government will also 
strive to speed up the construction of 
the Guangdong-Macau Traditional 
Chinese Medicine Technology Indus-
trial Park. 

China has set up three new pilot free 
trade zones, namely in Guangdong, 
Fujian and Tianjin, which began offi-
cial operation recently. CP

macau vehicles closer 
to entering hengqin

tHe Hengqin New Area Admin-
istrative Committee’s director-gen-
eral Niu Jing has revealed that the 
new free trade zone (FTZ) is ready 
to receive entries of Macau-licensed 
vehicles, and a more specific ar-
rangement will be announced within 
the year. With the free trade zone 
inaugurated yesterday, Niu said the 
scheme’s implementation is getting 
closer and closer, and that prelimi-
nary work has already been done. As 
for the MSAR government’s inten-
tion of purchasing land in Hengqin 
to build high-end elderly homes, Niu 
responded that negotiations between 
the two authorities are progressing 
smoothly. 

Hengqin Free Trade zone opens
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Sands China Ltd. fell to a month low 
in Hong Kong after the Macau casino 

operator reported earnings that were wor-
se-than-expected and billionaire chairman 
Sheldon Adelson said he’s uncertain about 
the industry’s recovery.

The stock ended down 2.5 percent at 
HKD31.80 by the close of trading, the 
lowest level since March 19. The other five 
casino companies in the city also fell, with 
Wynn Macau Ltd. down 2.3 percent and 
MGM China Holdings Ltd. losing 2.9 per-
cent. The benchmark Hang Seng Index fell 
0.4 percent.

Adjusted property earnings before inte-
rest, taxes, depreciation and amortization 
dropped 43 percent to USD531 million 
at the Hong Kong-listed unit of Las Ve-
gas Sands Corp. That missed the $562.5 
million median of six analysts’ estimates 
in a Bloomberg survey.

China’s crackdown on corruption has 
caused a 10-month long slump for Macau’s 
casino industry since June, as high-rollers 
avoided the world’s biggest gambling 
hub. The economic slowdown in China, a 
smoking ban in casinos and stricter visa 
rules also damped business from mass- 
market gamblers.

The decline in Sands China’s margins in 
Macau was “particularly disappointing” 
with weakness seen in both high and low 

MUSIC | EDUCATIon 

Macao Orchestra 
visits schools
The Macao Orchestra gave 
performances at the Our Lady of 
Fatima Girls’ School, Pui Ching 
Middle School, Santa Rosa de 
Lima English Secondary School 
(Chinese Section) and the Taipa 
Luso-Chinese School, in a 
concert tour entitled “Music in 
the Campus”. A string ensemble 
from the orchestra performed 
various styles of dance music 
and conducted interactive 
activities.  Both teachers and 
students enjoyed the music and 
participated in the activities 
enthusiastically. The four sessions 
of the “Music in the Campus” 
concerts were attended by more 
than 600 teachers and students 
from upper primary to junior high.

Visitors carry luggage outside the Sands Cotai 
Central casino resort, operated by Sands China

Sands China falls as local downturn 
causes forecasts miss 

end of the mass-market segment, Deuts-
che Bank AG analyst Karen Tang wrote 
in a note today. She expects the market 
to cut margins and earnings forecasts for 
the company and all other operators in the 
city. Tang has a “sell” rating on Sands Chi-
na with a target price of HK$26.

Property EBITDA margin at the Vene-
tian Macao fell to 34.3 percent from 39.7 
percent, while that at Sands Cotai Central 
fell 4.7 percentage points to 27.3 percent. 
Macau’s casinos “are sailing in uncharted 
territory” making accurate predictions di-
fficult, Adelson said in a conference call 
yesterday.

Separately, SJM Holdings Ltd. Chief 
Executive Officer Ambrose So has said 
whether Macau casino revenues can stage 
a rebound in the second half of this year 
remains to be seen, the Hong Kong Eco-
nomic Journal reported on its website yes-
terday.

Sands China’s net income slumped 54 
percent to $344.7 million year on year with 
revenue down 35 percent to $1.77 billion, 
based on U.S. generally accepted accoun-
ting principles.

Sands China is building the $2.7 billion 
Parisian Macao, its fifth casino amid a 
slew of new offerings including from Ga-
laxy Entertainment Group Ltd. and Melco 
Crown Entertainment Ltd. as Macau cut 
its forecast for average monthly gambling 
revenue in March.

The city’s Chief Executive Fernando Chui 
has pledged a five-year plan to make it less 
dependent on casinos. An opening date for 
the Parisian could move between late sum-
mer of 2016 to the Thanksgiving period in 
November 2016, depending on the Macau 
government’s decision on labor allocation, 
Sands President Rob Goldstein said.

Galaxy on April 16 said first-quarter pro-
fit plunged 40 percent, the first among 
Macau’s six listed casino operators to an-
nounce earnings as it prepares to open two 
new casinos next month. Bloomberg 
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It has been quite a few years since I first 
started playing poker, and as you surely know, 
there is so much more to it than just playing a 
game and winning money.

I ran through a lot of different stages in my 
career - from a play money regular, to a real 
money losing player, to a microstakes winning 
player, learning and improving myself, while 
grinding my way up through several stakes 
until ending up on the highest stakes available.

So in this blog post I am considering: What 
do you learn as a poker player? What experien-
ces do you earn? What effects does it have on 
your character?

In the beginning, you’ll obviously have a 
lot of misconceptions about the game. You’re 
most likely perceiving actions and results in-
correctly, and let yourself be influenced by psy-
chological biases and emotions. 

So first and foremost, one thing you’re 
certainly learning is rational and analytical 
thinking: Recognition of what is actually going 
on is only the first step. You also learn to not 
let emotions take over, which could eventually 
lead to making bad decisions.

This doesn’t only apply to poker, but to a lot 
of things in real life as well. Every action in ge-
neral is under the influence of variance, and 
has a certain outcome probability. Once you 
understand that, and that over the long run, 
your life will most likely orient itself around 
your “life EV”, things just become much more 
acceptable. You can certainly run bad and have 
a downswing in real life as well, but if your 
work on your life EV, an upswing surely has to 

show up as well.
Secondly, your view on money most likely 

has to change at one point. You might connect 
certain amounts of money with certain goods. 
So, if you see $100 you might think about what 
it might represent - a few hours of work, an 
external hard drive, a week worth of groceries. 
It’s difficult, if not almost impossible to play 
higher stakes with having such a connection. 
Weakening or removing that connection, and 
seeing money for what it actually is. Seeing 
money as points within the game that you 
earn, slowly getting a “higher score” over time, 
probably is the most common and best inter-
pretation for higher stakes players.

Thirdly, balance. Balancing poker with other 
aspects in life becomes extremely important at 
some point. People usually play poker because 
they have fun and/or earn money with it, but 
doing only that becomes either boring or use-
less. So finding ways, to actually spend money 
wisely or expanding your own life away from 
the tables becomes quite central.

As far as experiences go: You will obviously 
meet a lot of different people, and poker might 
enable you to a host of new experiences. Those 
can be live tournaments and events, or some-
thing completely poker-unrelated like traveling 
to different places and trying new activities. 
I have tried a lot of new things since I started 
playing poker, and will surely continue to do so. 

Poker has a bad stigma for many people, but 
I think you should also see poker for its positi-
ve aspects, which I tried to outline here. I hope 
some of you people see it in a similar fashion.

PrOJECT POKEr
 bY MATTHIAS brANDNEr

Things you learn as a poker player

rEAL ESTATE MATTErS

The most important questions to ask when you are a landlord renting out a property

If you have not seen the earlier articles on 
this subject, here is a brief introduction 
to the series. Of course you can find the 
articles online on the Macau Daily Times 
website.
Renting out a property can be both 
stressful and risky, especially if you are 
unfortunate enough to encounter a bad 
tenant.
The trouble is, even though you own the 
property you are also very busy during the 
day and want to minimize the issues with 
this and any other apartment.
If you are looking for an Agency to lease 
out your property and a Property Admi-
nistrator to take care of it whilst it rented, 
it is important to do your homework and 
look for an established and professional 
company with strong systems.
The list below is in no particular order, 
and is intended as a starting point to help 
identify which questions to ask. This week 
we look at questions 6-10

What target market am i aiming at ?
This question is best asked before 
buying an investment property, but ne-
vertheless it is better to ask it when you 
are thinking of renting it out that not to 
ask it at all.
The property should be appropriately 
furnished for the target market. If that’s 
means a family, they will need a washer 
and a dryer, at least 2 flat screen TV’s, and 
don’t put china vases everywhere.
If you are aiming at an executive couple 
or management level bachelor pad, the 
apartment will require an entirely diffe-

rent look and feel. The key is to work out 
the target market with your agent.

Who will the rent be paid to ?
Many owners / landlords use a Property 
Administration company like JML to col-
lect rents, and some prefer to collect rents 
themselves.
As long as this is stated clearly on the con-
tract along with the bank details, it makes 
no difference to the tenant who the rent is 
paid to. 
Using a Property Administration com-
pany to track rents closely, monitor pay-
ments / late payments and conduct the 
administration process is an advantage if 
owners are busy or traveling regularly.

How often can we conduct inspec-
tions during the tenancy ?
Strictly speaking, once the tenancy agree-
ment starts, you can only enter the premi-
ses with the permission of the tenant.
This may be difficult to accept for some 
landlords, but it does of course make a 
great deal of sense. The tenant does not 
want someone walking in the front door 
invading their privacy any more that you 
do.
Inspections are best conducted before a 
tenancy agreement is renewed, and shou-
ld be arranged directly with the tenant 
prior to signing a new lease so that you can 
see what sort of condition the property is 
being kept in. 
Once again, if you have a Property Admi-
nistration company to represent you, they 
will do this for you.

How do you handle a tenant who 
does not pay rent on time ?
Rental payment is a sensitive issue, and 
the most important point to be absolute-
ly clear about what is expected.
As there are weekends and public holi-
days, it follows that its possible to have 
a holiday period that starts Fri 1st and 
ends on Mon 4th, so we always say that 
rent is due on the 1st and late if it has not 
arrived by 5th.
You can include penalties for late pay-
ment, and note the government allow you 
to charge 50% of the rent as a penalty if 
the rent is 9 or more days late, and 100% 
of the rent if you are 30 days or more late.

do i want to sell the apartment wi-
thin the next 2 years
Selling the apartment whilst it is ren-
ted is not as easy as selling it when it 
is vacant.
To enter the apartment, you will require 
the permission of the tenant, and entering 
into someone’s home with an entourage of 
people is never a good idea. 
If you are thinking about selling the apart-
ment, let the tenant know before they sign 
the 2-year tenancy agreement and ask 
them if you can have a gentlemen’s agree-
ment to bring people to view the apart-
ment provided it does not exceed once per 
week.
This will also help you figure motivated 
buyers from people who are just browsing.

Next Week: What tax do I pay as a lan-
dlord ? and more…

Juliet Risdon is a Director of JML Property and a property investor. 
Having established the company in 1994, JML Property offers 
Investment Property & Homes. It specializes in managing 
properties for owners and investors, and providing attractive and 
comfortable homes for tenants.

www.JMLProperty.com
info@JMLProperty.com Juliet risdon
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Sands Resorts Cotai Strip 
Macao has been voted the 
Best Resort in China 2014 

MGM China Holdings Limited 
was recently awarded the “Outs-
tanding Social Caring Organiza-
tion Award” from the Social Enter-
prise Research Institute (SERI) 
Hong Kong.

The award aims to recognize 
the outstanding performance of 
corporates in ensuring wellness 
in the workplace, supporting envi-
ronmental protection, and giving 
back to the community. The pa-
nel of judges include: Professor 
Ei-ichi Negishi and Professor 
Ada E. Yonath, Nobel laureates 
in Chemistry in 2010 and 2009 
respectively and Professor Ha-
rald zur Hausen, Nobel laureate 
in Physiology or Medicine 2008. 
On April 15, Professor zur Hau-
sen attended as honorary guest 
at the award ceremony.

To support the long-term 
development of the University 
of Macau (“UM”) and to pro-
mote talent cultivation, LCW 
Management Limited donated 
MOP30 million to the Univer-
sity of Macau Development 
Foundation in 2010. In recog-
nition, UM has named a resi-
dential college on the campus 
as Lui Che Woo College and 
recently held an appreciation 
plaque unveiling ceremony at 
the University of Macau.

The “Appreciation Plaque 
Unveiling Ceremony of Lui 
Che Woo College, University 
of Macau” was held on Wed-
nesday at the Hall of Lui Che 
Woo College and was officia-
ted by Dr. Lui Che Woo, Chair-
man of Galaxy Entertainment 

sands resorts cotai strip awarded in ttg 
china travel awards

mgm china receives “outstanding social 
caring organization award”

um holds appreciation plaque unveiling 
ceremony of lui che woo college

(Non-Beach) in the Eighth 
Annual TTG China Travel 
Awards 2015. The awards 
ceremony was held in 
Shanghai in April. The la-
test accolade for Sands 
Resorts Cotai Strip Macao 
is a reflection of the hotel 
group’s performance throu-
ghout 2014.

“Receiving this award is 
a great honor for Sands 
China Ltd as it acknowle-
dges our continued efforts 
to deliver the best possib-
le entertainment, leisure, 
dining and accommodation 
experience for our guests.” 
said Mark McWhinnie, Se-
nior Vice President of Re-
sort Operations and Deve-
lopment.

Mr. Grant R. Bowie, Chief 
Executive Officer and Executive 
Director of MGM China Holdings 
Limited, said: “We are honored 
to receive this award. Through 
our Sustainability Vision, Crea-
ting a Better Tomorrow Today, 
we are conscious that the deci-
sions we make, or choose not to 
make today, will affect the socie-
ty and the environment of tomor-
row. We therefore aim for sus-
tainability to be part of our DNA, 
rather than a nice-to-have.”

Group (“GEG”) and Mrs. Lui 
Che Woo; Dr. Lam Kam 
Seng, Chair of UM’s Univer-
sity Council; and Prof. Wei 
Zhao, UM’s Rector.

廣告 bUSINESS分析

Joe McDonald
Business Writer, Beijing

A Chinese regulator said yes-
terday it has fined Mercedes 

Benz 350 million yuan (USD57 
million) on price-fixing charges 
in a wide-ranging probe of the 
auto industry that has prompted 
complaints foreign automakers 
are being treated unfairly.

The unit of Germany’s Daimler 
AG was fined for violating anti-
monopoly law by enforcing mi-
nimum prices dealers were re-
quired to charge for vehicles and 
replacement parts, according to 
the price bureau of the eastern 
province of Jiangsu. Setting mi-
nimum retail prices is common 
in other countries but Chinese 
regulators reject it as a violation 
of free market competition.

Regulators have targeted au-
tomakers, technology suppliers 
and dairies in a series of anti-
monopoly investigations over 
the past two years in an apparent 
effort to force down prices.

Business groups say the secre-
tive and abrupt way the investi-
gations are conducted is aliena-
ting foreign companies. The U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce said last 
year that Beijing might be viola-
ting its free-trade commitments.

The ruling Communist Party 
under President Xi Jinping has 
promised to make China’s eco-
nomy more productive by ope-
ning more industries to private 
and foreign competition. But at 
the same time Beijing is trying 
to create “national champions” 
in fields from autos to telecoms 
to aerospace. Business groups 
say that has led regulators to use 
the anti-monopoly law and other 

Kelvin Chan
Business Writer, Hong Kong 

CHina’s manufacturing 
deteriorated again in 

April to its lowest point in 
a year, in a fresh sign that 
growth is faltering in the 
world’s second biggest eco-
nomy.

HSBC said yesterday that a 
preliminary version of its in-
dex based on a survey of fac-
tory purchasing managers 
fell to 49.2 in April from 49.6 
in March. It said new busi-
ness dropped for the second 
month amid weak demand.

The index uses a 100-point 
scale on which readings be-
low 50 indicate contraction. 
Preliminary results are ba-
sed on responses from 85-90 
percent of 420 factories.

The latest numbers signal 
that policymakers in Beijing 
will face further pressure to 
prevent a sharper slowdown 
as China’s economic growth 
sputters.

China’s growth cooled in 
the first quarter to its slowest 
quarterly expansion since 
the global financial crisis 

Show stewards unveil the Mercedes Benz concept GLC Coupe ahead of the Auto 
Shanghai show in Shanghai

A woman uses traditional procedures to make plain cotton clothes at a 
shop selling handmade clothes and scarves in Suzhou in east China’s 
Jiangsu province

regulations to shield domestic 
companies from competition.

Regulators deny foreign com-
panies are treated unfairly.

In February, U.S. chipmaker 
Qualcomm Inc. was fined 6 
billion yuan ($975 million) on 
charges it abused its dominan-
ce in wireless technology to 
charge “unfairly high” licensing 
fees. China is the world’s biggest 
producer of mobile phones and 
other wireless devices, and Bei-
jing has complained about the 
high cost of technology licenses.

In the auto industry, companies 
including Audi, Chrysler and a 
group of Japanese auto parts 
makers also have been fined.

Business groups welcomed the 
enactment of China’s anti-mo-
nopoly law in 2008 as a step 
toward clarifying operating con-
ditions. Since then, they have 
said it is enforced more actively 
against foreign companies than 
local rivals.

Industry analysts say the auto 
investigation might have been 

Survey: Mainland 
factory activity slips 
again to 1-year low 

six years ago. Growth eased 
to 7 percent for the January
-March period, down from 
7.3 percent in the previous 
quarter, according to figures 
released last week.

Policymakers have taken 
action to shore up growth 
even as Chinese leaders re-
peatedly affirm their com-
mitment to a “new normal” 
of slower growth. The most 
recent such move came Sun-
day, when the central bank 
slashed the bank reserve re-
quirement ratio by 1 percen-
tage point to free up more 
money for lending.

The survey also found that 
factories shed jobs for the 
18th month in a row. Chi-
na’s manufacturing industry 
employs many millions of 
workers and the country’s 
communist leaders want to 
avoid significant job losses 
and unrest as they reorient 
the economy to slower, more 
self-sustaining growth based 
on domestic spending ins-
tead of trade and investment.

The final version of the in-
dex, compiled by Markit is 
due on May 4. AP

China fines Mercedes 
USD57 million in 
price-fixing probe  

prompted by complaints auto-
makers abuse their control over 
supplies of replacement compo-
nents to charge excessive prices.

The official Xinhua News Agen-
cy reported in August that regu-
lators concluded Mercedes was 
guilty of “vertical price-fixing,” 
the official term for enforcing mi-
nimum retail prices. Yesterday’s 
announcement gave no explana-
tion for the eight-month delay 
in imposing a penalty following 
that statement.

An official quoted by Xinhua in 
September said prices charged 
by Mercedes for replacement 
parts were so high that purcha-
sing the parts used to make one 
C-class car would cost the equi-
valent of 12 vehicles.

Mercedes and Audi responded 
to the investigation last year by 
cutting prices for parts such as 
windshields by up to 38 percent. 
Chrysler, a unit of Fiat Chrysler 
Automobiles NV, cut prices of 
imported Chrysler, Jeep and Do-
dge vehicles. AP
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Christopher Bodeen, Beijing 

FoLLoWing the pu-
blication of a list of 
China’s top 100 fugiti-
ve officials wanetd on 

suspicion of corruption, photos 
of the suspects were splashed 
across two pages of the offi-
cial China Daily newspaper 
yesterday, along with their 
suspected crimes and personal 
information such as ages, ho-
metowns and languages they 
speak. Bribery, embezzlement 
and fraud appeared to be the 
most common charges.

In a statement on its website, 
the ruling Communist Party’s 
corruption watchdog agency 
said Interpol has issued arrest 
notices for all 100. The body, 
known as the Central Commis-
sion for Discipline Inspection, 
said the majority of fugitives 
were believed to have fled to the 
U.S. and Canada.

China’s methods for cha-
sing down corrupt officials are 
growing in both intensity and 
creativity, the commission said.

“We will strengthen coopera-
tion with the law enforcement 
agencies of relevant countries, 
fully avail ourselves of all avai-
lable resources and turn cor-
rupt elements into objects of 
hatred to be snatched back and 
made to face justice,” the com-
mission said.

The announcement fol- 
lows China’s launch of its la-
test transnational operation 
codenamed “Sky Net” seeking 
the return of suspects from 
abroad. China says an earlier 
campaign, “Fox Hunt,” saw 
the return of almost 700 fu-
gitives suspected of economic 
crimes, some in return for li-
ghter punishments or other 
inducements.

Xi’s war on corruption lau-
nched in 2013 has seen thou-
sands of officials investigated 
and the arrests of numerous 

CHina needs RMB2tn 
(USD320bn) a year in 

investment over the next 
five years to meet targets 
on reducing pollution set 
by the ministry of the en-
vironment, the Financial 
Times reported yester-
day.

According to the coun-
try’s central bank, a report 
on “green” finance issued 
Wednesday estimated 
that China’s budget cove-
red only 15 per cent of the 
required investment, and 
called for carbon trading 
as well as financing tools 
such as loans, bonds and 
special funds for green 
projects, the FT detailed.

Ma Jun, a former Deuts-
che Bank economist who 
is now chief research eco-

Pedestrians walk past commercial buildings in the Pudong area of Shanghai. China has secured “red notices” against the 100 corruption suspects from the global police 
agency Interpol, requesting their arrest and repatriation. 

Party releases pictures of 
top 100 graft absconders

Guangdong accounted 
for the single largest 
group of fugitives 

15
serving or former bigwigs.

Beijing estimates that sin-
ce the mid-1990s, 16,000 to 
18,000 corrupt officials and 
employees of state-owned en-
terprises have fled China or 
gone into hiding with pilfered 
assets totaling more than 800 
billion yuan (USD135 billion).

The commission’s report 
showed 23 of the most-wanted 
officials were women and the 
southern industrial heartland 

of Guangdong accounted for the 
single largest group of fugitives 
— 15. The high-water mark for 
fugitives absconding was 2013, 
with 12 fleeing, before the num-
ber fell last year to eight.

Those wanted ranged from 
bank managers to local gover-
nment economic development 
officials, state-run company 
staffers and even the head of a 
driving school. They included 
Yang Xiuzhu, former deputy 

head of the construction bureau 
in the wealthy eastern province 
of Zhejiang, who was accused of 
fleeing to the U.S. after embez-
zling more than $40 million in 
government funds.

Forty of China’s 100 top over-
seas corruption suspects have 
taken refuge in the U.S. and the 
largest share of the most-wan-
ted list - 15 percent - hail from 
the financial industry. Canada 
was the second most popular 

destination for former officials 
on China’s list, with 26.

New Zealand was the third 
most popular destination, with 
between 11 and 20 fugitives thou-
ght to have fled there, followed 
by a wide range of nations from 
South Korea to Sudan, the com-
mission said. AP/Bloomberg

FT: Beijing spells out cost of meeting pollution targets

nomist for the People’s 
Bank of China and author 
of the report, wrote: “It is 
crucial that the financial 
system play the role of 
channeling and incenti-
vizing private capital into 

the green sectors.”
Last week the ministry 

released a plan to address 
water pollution while de-
tailed plans have already 
been released by provin-
ces to meet air pollution 

goals set out in 2013.
China’s financing an-

nouncements as well as 
its five-year plans can be 
a mishmash of previously 
announced infrastructu-
re projects and new pet 

schemes, making it hard 
to pin down how budgets 
have been allocated.

According to the FT, 
some of the recommen-
dations are under way. 
China plans to combine 
seven city-based carbon 
trading pilots into a na-
tional scheme next year.

Developers may get pre-
ferential bank loans if 
their projects meet natio-
nal priorities, including a 
goal for renewable energy 
to make up about a fifth of 
China’s installed capacity 
by 2020. Projects already 
announced include the 
$150bn construction of 
dozens of nuclear power 
plants, and plans to build 
hydropower plants on the 
few stretches of Chine-

se rivers that are not yet 
dammed, the newspaper 
specified.

Some green financing 
schemes have potential 
for abuse. For example, 
property developers can 
avoid lending restric-
tions by labeling their 
buildings “green” or 
“energy efficient”. Both 
concepts tend to be loo-
sely defined.

Some of China’s goals 
are modest by developed-
country standards, such 
as making 93 per cent of 
water supplied to cities 
“suitable for drinking” by 
2020. Nonetheless, the 
targets require billions 
to be spent on water and 
sewage treatment along-
side industrial upgrades.
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THe Chinese Commu-
nist Party official who-

se downfall ushered in a 
nationwide corruption 
crackdown that continues 
to shake local industries 
raised no objections at his 
one-day graft trial yester-
day.

Li Chuncheng, 59, a for-
mer deputy party chief in 
China’s western Sichuan 
province, didn’t dispute 
charges that he accepted 
bribes and abused power, 
according to a posting on 
the official Weibo account 
of the Xianning Interme-
diate People’s Court in 
Hubei.

“Li will not appeal the 
verdict,” his lawyer Shi 
Yuchen, said by pho-
ne. “He said he’ll accept 
any verdict ruled by the 
court.”

The case was one of se-
veral high-profile prose-
cutions being wrapped up 
ahead of the trial of reti-
red public security czar 
Zhou Yongkang, of whom 
Li was a top aide. The de-
tention of Li in December 
2012 - less than a month 
after President Xi Jinping 
took power - was the in-
dication that the new 
leader’s pledged graft cra-
ckdown could shake the 
highest levels state power.

The investigation will 
culminate in the trial of 
Zhou, who, as a former 
member of the Politburo 
Standing Committee, is 
China’s most senior of-
ficial to face corruption 
charges.

“The case was the break-
through of the investi-
gation into Zhou,” said 
Zhang Ming, a professor 
of political science at Ren-
min University in Beijing. 
“Zhou’s downfall had 
been just speculation, but 
the announcement of the 
Li probe laid everything 

Former Sichuan deputy party chief Li Chuncheng stands trial at the 
Xianning Municipal Intermediate People’s Court in Xianning, Hubei Province

First ‘tiger’ snared 
in corruption 
crackdown stands 
trial

out to the public and told 
them that the authorities 
would go after Zhou.”

Xi’s campaign to flush 
out high-level “tigers” 
as well as lowly “flies” 
had ensnared more than 
100,000 party cadres as 
of December, according to 
the Central Commission 
for Discipline Inspection.

The crackdown is still 
reverberating through 
the markets in its third 
year, as once high-flying 
officials swear off luxury 
goods, forgo banquets 
and steer clear of casinos 
in Macau. A graft inves-
tigation first sparked fi-
nancial woes of the Shen-
zhen-based Kaisa Group 
Holdings Ltd., which this 
week became the first lo-
cal developer to default 
on its dollar debt.

About 60 people atten-
ded Li’s trial yesterday, the 
court said on its Weibo ac-
count, posting two pictures 
of the gray-haired former 
official. The case follows 
that of Jiang Jiemin, a for-
mer China National Petro-
leum Corp. chairman and 
another ally of Zhou, who 
pleaded guilty of accepting 
bribes and abusing power 
last week after one day of 
proceedings.

Li had worked more than 
a decade in the resource
-rich Sichuan, including a 
period in which Zhou was 
provincial party chief. He 
“used his position to seek 
gains for other people” 
and his wrongdoing “cau-
sed huge financial losses 
for the country,” CCDI 
said last April while an-
nouncing his expulsion 
from the party.

Zhou is awaiting trial for 
allegations of leaking offi-
cial secrets and accepted 
“huge bribes” personally 
and through his family. 
Bloomberg
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 ASIA-PACIFIC 亞太版

Mari Yamaguchi, Tokyo 

THree Japanese Cabi-
net ministers yesterday 
visited a Tokyo shrine 
that honors the coun-

try’s war dead, including con-
victed war criminals, drawing 
a rebuke from China just a day 
after Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe and President Xi Jinping 
met in a bid to smooth ties.

“I offered my sincere appre-
ciation for the people who fou-
ght and sacrificed their lives for 
the sake of their country,” Eriko 
Yamatani, the disaster manage-
ment minister, told reporters.

She visited the Yasukuni 
Shrine along with Haruko Ari-
mura, in charge of promoting 
women’s empowerment, and 
Sanae Takaichi, the internal 
affairs minister, the day af-
ter more than 100 lawmakers 
prayed there.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Hong Lei called the 
visits a “wrong attitude to his-
tory.” Both China and South 
Korea, victims of Japan’s war-
time aggression and colonial 
conquest, have called on Tokyo 
to atone for its militaristic past.

“I need to stress that the Chi-
na-Japan relations can only 
advance in a healthy and stable 
way if Japan can face up to and 
reflect on the history of aggres-
sion and make a clean break 

Bibhudatta Pradhan 
and Kartikay Mehrotra

A farmer committed 
suicide during a po-

litical protest against 
Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s land ac-
quisition bill, galvanizing 
his opponents in a nation 
where the bulk of the elec-
torate works in the fields.

As hundreds watched, 
Gajendra Singh climbed 
a tree and hung himself 
with a towel in central 
New Delhi on Wednes-
day. Members of the 
opposition Aam Aadmi 
Party, which organized 
the rally, rushed him to 
the hospital. He was dead 
on arrival.

The tragedy threatens 
to stir discontent in ru-
ral India, where anger is 
growing in some areas 
over inadequate compen-
sation for crops damaged 
by unseasonal rains. With 
crucial elections due later 
this year in Bihar, one of 
India’s poorest states, po-
litical parties have sought 
to win farmers’ support.

Singh had tried to catch 
the attention of the as-
sembled media and politi-
cal leaders at the rally for 
almost three hours before 
he hung himself, said Ku-
mar Rakesh, 46, a farmer 
from the eastern state of 
Jharkhand who saw the 

People pray at the Yasukuni Shrine in Tokyo

JAPAn 

Ministers’ war shrine visit 
irks Beijing after Xi-Abe talks  
from militarism,” Hong said.

Abe on Tuesday sent religious 
offerings rather than visiting 
the shrine, presumably seeking 
to avoid controversy before he 
leaves Sunday for a state visit to 
the U.S.

Xi urged Abe during their 
meeting in Indonesia on Wed-
nesday to better handle Japan’s 
relationships with its Asian nei-
ghbors and show a better atti-
tude toward its history, Chinese 
state media said. Abe expressed 
his desire to improve relations, 
but in a speech to the Asian
-African Summit, he did not 
directly refer to Japan’s past 
apology over “colonial rule and 
aggression” as his predecessors 
have.

His remarks suggest he is 
likely to avoid making expli-
cit apology in a key statement 
he plans to issue on Aug. 15 to 
mark the 70th anniversary of 
the end of the war.

“I hope Abe truly acknowle-

dges and regrets Japan’s past 
mistakes and resolves the pro-
blem before we all die,” said 
Kim Bok-tong, 88, a South Ko-

rean woman who was one of the 
sex slaves in Japan’s military 
brothels during the war.

She also appealed to the U.S. 

government “to correct Abe’s 
actions and not support him. 
That’s what America should be 
doing to its good friend.” AP

InDIA

Farmer suicide at Delhi protest 
galvanizes Modi’s opponents

suicide. Another witness, 
Asha Shukla, said Singh 
loudly criticized all three 
major parties in Delhi in 
his final hours.

No one paid much at-
tention until he had sca-
led some 25 feet up the 
tree and began to prepare 
a noose, which is when a 
few policemen and AAP 
officials began following 
him. What happened next 
is unclear. Some witnes-

ses said he slipped off the 
branch while others said 
Singh’s moves were deli-
berate.

Rahul Gandhi, vice pre-
sident of the main oppo-
sition Congress party, on 
Wednesday went to the 
hospital where the far-
mer was brought. Three 
days earlier, he addressed 
a farmers’ rally in New 
Delhi and accused Modi 
of giving away farmland 

to industrialists who su-
pported him during last 
year’s elections.

“This is a grave indica-
tion of what the reality in 
our country is and where 
we are heading,” said Sa-
chin Pilot, a leader of the 
Congress party, which 
ruled India for a decade 
through May 2014. “What 
has driven them to taking 
their own life? Those who 
now have occupied posi-

tions must introspect and 
see what they have done 
or have not done.”

The suicide dominated 
parliament yesterday as 
lawmakers sought a judi-
cial investigation and de-
manded more aid to far-
mers. Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh said police are 
conducting a quick and 
thorough investigation.

The plight of farmers 
“is an old, deep-rooted 
problem,” Modi said in 
the lower house of par-
liament. “We have to find 
solutions together. The 
government is ready to 
accept any meaningful 
suggestion.”

In the parliamentary 
session that began this 
week, the Congress party 
is seeking to block a Mo-
di-backed bill that would 
make it easier for com-
panies to acquire land.

A suicide note found 
at the scene said Singh 
hadn’t received enou-
gh compensation for his 
damaged crops, accor-
ding to Somnath Bharti, 
an AAP leader. Modi’s 

party accused the AAP of 
continuing with the pro-
test even after leaders 
became aware that the 
farmer had died.

“He needs to answer 
the question - which one 
is bigger - your political 
career or one farmer’s 
life?” said Sambit Patra, 
a spokesman for Modi’s 
Bharatiya Janata Party, 
referring to AAP chief Ar-
vind Kejriwal.

About half of India’s 1.2 
billion people are em-
ployed in agriculture, 
according to the CIA’s 
World Factbook. Almost 
1,400 farmers commit-
ted suicide last year due 
to agrarian distress in-
cluding indebtedness, 
crop failure and drought, 
Agriculture Minister Ra-
dha Mohan Singh told 
lawmakers in March.

Modi this month eased 
rules for farmers to claim 
compensation for crop 
damage. He also asked 
banks to restructure farm 
loans while defending the 
land bill in parliament, 
saying it will create jobs 
for landless rural citizens.

“The farmers had re-
posed trust in Narendra 
Modi and voted him to 
power,” the AAP’s Ke-
jriwal said at the protest 
on Wednesday. “Now 
they have lost their trust 
within a year.” Bloomberg
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 WORLD 分析

Lorne Cook and Raf Casert, 
Brussels 

EUropean Union 
leaders are discussing 
plans to double finan-
cial sources to save li-

ves in the Mediterranean whe-
re hundreds of migrants have 
drowned in recent days, and 
to capture and destroy vessels 
which could be used for traffi-
cking, according to a draft sta-
tement prepared for yesterday’s 
summit.

The latest draft statement, ob-
tained by The Associated Press, 
would pledge the 28 nations 
to “increase search and rescue 
possibilities” and to “undertake 
systematic efforts to identify, 
capture and destroy vessels 
before they are used by traffi-
ckers.”

It said EU foreign policy chief 
Federica Mogherini would im-
mediately start preparing an 
operation that would likely 
have a military component.

“We will take action now. Eu-
rope is declaring war on smu-
gglers,” said the EU’s top mi-
gration official, Dimitris Avra-
mopoulos, who was in Malta 
to attend the funeral of 24 mi-
grants who perished at sea.

Italian Premier Matteo Renzi 
agreed.

“European Union naval ope-
rations in the Horn of Africa 
have successfully fought piracy 
— and a similar initiative must 
be developed to effectively fi-
ght against human trafficking 
in the Mediterranean,” Renzi 
wrote in a New York Times opi-
nion piece. “Trafficking vessels 
should be put out of operation.”

A civil-military mission to do 
the job would face many legal 
hurdles and already proved 
controversial ahead of the sum-
mit.

The draft statement also said 
the nations want to “set up a 
first voluntary pilot project on 
resettlement, offering at least 

Eva Vergara, Santiago 

THe Calbuco volcano 
erupted Wednesday 

(yesterday in Macau) for 
the first time in more than 
42 years, billowing a huge 
ash cloud over a sparsely 
populated, mountainous 
area in southern Chile.

Authorities ordered the 
evacuation of the 1,500 
inhabitants of the nearby 
town of Ensenada, along 
with residents of two 
smaller communities.

The National Mining 
and Geology Service is-
sued a high alert, barring 
access to the area around 
the volcano, which lies 
near the cities of Puerto 

Migrants wait to disembark from the Italian Navy vessel ‘Chimera’ in the harbor of Salerno, Italy

The Calbuco volcano erupts near Puerto Varas, Chile

 
Europe is 
declaring war 
on smugglers

DIMITRIS AVRAMoPoULoS, 
EU MIGRATIoN oFFICIAL

MIGrATIon

EU leaders discuss more and 
faster action on Med refugees  

5,000 places to persons quali-
fying for protection.”

That resettlement plan wou-
ld amount to about half of the 
number which arrived in just 
the last week and a tiny fraction 
of the tens of thousands likely 
to arrive this year.

The draft statement also pro-
poses cutting the time needed 
to process would-be migrants, 
which can now take up to a year 

malta honors dead of med’s worst 
migrant disaster 

eUropean oFFiCiaLs 
honored the dead of the Mediter-
ranean’s worst-ever migrant dis-
aster yesterday as more would-be 
refugees arrived in Italy and pros-
ecutors questioned the suspected 
smugglers. Twenty-four caskets 
containing the only bodies recov-
ered from the weekend capsizing 
that left an estimated 800 dead 
were laid out for an interfaith me-
morial service on the grounds of 
Malta’s main hospital. Wails from 
members of Malta’s African com-
munity punctuated the ceremony, 

which included Christian and 
Muslim prayers. “We mourn them, 
because irrespective of our creed, 
nationality, race, we know that they 
are our fellow human beings,” Gozo 
Bishop Mario Grech said. Malta’s 
president and prime minister, Ita-
ly’s interior minister and the EU’s 
migration commissioner attended. 
Only 28 people survived the capsiz-
ing of the migrant boat last week-
end and 24 bodies were recovered, 
including that of an adolescent 
whose remains were placed in the 
lone white casket for burial.

before a person is processed 
and deemed legitimate to stay. 
Under the plans that would be 
cut to as little as two months.

The leaders are under great 
pressure to react after more 
than 10,000 migrants were plu-
cked from seas between Italy 
and Libya in a week.

EU President Donald Tusk 
urged the summit “to agree on 
very practical measures,” inclu-
ding “strengthening search-and
-rescue possibilities, by fighting 
the smugglers and by discoura-
ging their victims from putting 
their lives at risk, while reinfor-
cing solidarity.”

The leaders are also to assess 
a concern raised by U.N. secre-
tary-general Ban Ki-moon, who 
called for a stronger EU sear-
ch-and-rescue operation and 

more legal migration channels. 
“We all have a moral imperati-
ve to act swiftly,” Ban says in a 

letter to Tusk obtained by The 
Associated Press.

EU officials say the leaders 
will commit to doubling the size 
of the European border agency 
effort in the Mediterranean, but 
those operations are designed 
for monitoring migrant move-
ments, not necessarily saving 
lives.

Amnesty International and 
Doctors Without Borders want 
a multinational rescue effort 
launched to help the thousands 
fleeing conflict and poverty 
from places like Syria, Eritrea 
and Somalia.

“The stakes are very high. The 
number of hours, literally, that 
it takes to take action will make 
the difference between life and 
death,” Iverna McGowan, ac-
ting director of Amnesty’s Eu-
ropean Institutions Office told 
The Associated Press. AP

ChILE 

Calbuco volcano erupts, nearby town evacuated  

Varas and Puerto Montt, 
a little more than 1,000 
kilometers south of Chi-
le’s capital, Santiago.

“For us it was a surprise,” 

said Alejandro Verges, re-
gional emergency director 
of the Los Lagos region 
where the eruption took 
place. He said Calbuco 

wasn’t under any special 
form of observation.

Authorities said a large 
amount of ash was obser-
ved but no hot rocks or 

lava had been seen by late 
in the day. No injuries 
were reported.

The Education Ministry 
canceled school in commu-
nities near the volcano and 
at least three flights to Puer-
to Montt were canceled.

The 2,000-meter Calbu-
co last erupted in 1972 and 
is considered one of the 
top three most potentially 
dangerous among Chi-
le’s 90 active volcanoes.

Villarica, one of South 
America’s most active vol-
canoes, erupted in sou-
thern Chile last month, 
spewing heavy smoke into 
the air as lava surged down 
its slopes and forcing autho-
rities to evacuate thousands 

of people. The 2,847-meter 
volcano sits above the small 
city of Pucon. Tourists flock 
there for outdoor activities, 
including hiking around 
the volcano.

“This is clearly a much lar-
ger eruption than the one 
we saw with the Villarica 
some weeks ago and there-
fore we need to take bigger 
and faster measures,” Inte-
rior and Security Minister 
Rodrigo Penailillo said.

He said that the govern-
ment was sending water 
in case resources get con-
taminated by ash and that 
police and military offi-
cers had been deployed 
to ensure safety and help 
with evacuations. AP
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this day in history

The Soviet Union has announced the catastrophic 
failure of its latest space mission, with the crash of 
Soyuz 1 and the death of the cosmonaut on board. 

Colonel Vladimir Komarov, 40, is the first known vic-
tim of a space flight. He was an experienced cosmo-
naut, on his second flight, and had completed all his 
experiments successfully before returning to Earth. 

But within seconds of landing, just after he re-en-
tered the Earth’s atmosphere, the strings of the pa-
rachute intended to slow his descent apparently be-
came tangled. 

The spaceship hurtled to the ground from four miles 
up. It is likely that Colonel Komarov was killed ins-
tantly on impact. 

A message of condolence from the Communist Par-
ty in Moscow described him as “a loyal son of our 
motherland and a courageous explorer of space.” 

He has been decorated posthumously with a se-
cond Gold Star for heroism, and his ashes will be bu-
ried at the Kremlin wall - one of the highest honours 
accorded to a Soviet citizen. 

News of the death of Colonel Komarov was greeted 
with regret and concern in the United States. The 
head of the US space programme, James Webb, cal-
led for greater cooperation in space exploration. 

The team of 47 American astronauts working at 
Houston in Texas sent a telegram of condolence to 
their Russian rivals. 

The announcement from Moscow gave few details 
surrounding events leading up to the disaster, and 
there remain a number of mysteries surrounding the 
last moments of the doomed flight. 

The Soyuz 1 is known to be a new and heavier type 
of spacecraft, built as part of the Soviet attempt to 
land a man on the Moon, and Colonel Komarov was 
thought to be testing it when the disaster happened. 

Correspondents in Moscow had indications that all 
was not well with the flight from as early as yester-
day, when earlier reports on Moscow Radio suddenly 
stopped and there was no mention of the space flight 
for nearly 13 hours. 

Experts have questioned why Colonel Komarov did 
not use an ejection system to get out of the space-
craft. The cosmonaut was also known to have suffe-
red from heart problems. 

                    Courtesy BBC News

1967 russian cosmonaut dies 
          in space crash

in context

it is now thought that the Soyuz 1 space flight had been dogged by 
problems from the beginning, and that the craft was not ready for 
manned flight. 
But objections from the engineers were overruled by political pres-
sures for a series of space feats to mark the anniversary of Lenin’s 
birthday. 
The Soviet Union continued to dominate the space race for another 
two years, until the United States put the first man on the Moon 
with the Apollo 11 mission in 1969. 
Since the break-up of the Soviet Union, Russia and the United 
States have increasingly pooled resources and technology in space. 
The two nations now share a joint permanent home in space, the 
International Space Station, launched in 2000. It replaced the last 
symbol of the Soviet space programme, the space station Mir, which 
was allowed to fall back to Earth in 2001. 

INFOTAINMENT 資訊／娛樂 

TV canal macau cinema

Chinese officials say they are cracking down on strip-
teases and other lewd shows that have become popu-
lar at funerals in some rural areas.

The Ministry of Cultural said in a statement yester-
day that it will tighten control over rural culture, where 
vulgar performances have been thriving because of a 
general lack of cultural events.

The ministry cited a performance by six strippers at 
a funeral in the northern province of Hebei and a lewd 
show by three performers at a funeral in the eastern 
province of Jiangsu.

People have complained in social media for some 
time about lewd shows at funerals. Many rural people 
believe that a large attendance at funerals is a sign of 
honor for the deceased.

china to crack down on strippers 
at rural funerals 

cineteatro
23 apr - 29 apr

the avengers: age of ultron_
room 1
(3D) 2:15, 7.15 pm
(2D) 4:45, 9.45 pm
Director: Joss whedon
Starring:  robert Downey Jr., Chris Hemsworth, Mark 
ruffalo
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 141min

FAST AND FUrIOUS 7_
room 2
(2D) 2:15, 4.45, 9.45 pm
(3D) 7.15 pm
Director: James wan
Starring:  vin Diesel, Paul walker, Dwayne Johnson
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 137min

CHILD 44_
room 3
2.15, 4.45, 7.15, 9.45 pm
Director: Daniel Espinosa
Starring:  Tom Hardy, Gary Oldman, Noomi rapace
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 137min

macau tower
23 apr - 20 may

the avengers: age of ultron_
2.00, 4.30, 7.00, 9.30 pm
Director: Joss whedon
Starring:  robert Downey Jr., Chris Hemsworth, Mark 
ruffalo
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 141min

friday

saturday

sunday

13:00

13:30

14:30

17:20

18:10

19:00

19:30

20:30

21:40

22:10

23:00

23:30

23:50

01:50

TDM News (Repeated)    

News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast    

RTPi Live    

Non-Daily Port. News    

Brazil Avenue (Repeated)    

TDM Talkshow (Repeated)    

Soap opera    

Main News, Financial & Weather Report   

Revenge S2    

Brazil Avenue    

TDM News    

Europa League Highlights    

Portuguese Movie    

Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)  

10:20

11:20

12:20

13:00

13:30

14:30

16:15

16:30

17:35

18:00

19:00

20:00

20:30

21:10

22:10

23:00

23:30

00:30

Boonie Bears    

Documentary Serie    

Cooking    

TDM News (Repeated)    

News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast    

Zig Zag    

Documentário    

Portuguese Music    

News    

Documentary    

Contest    

Miscellaneous    

Main News, Financial & Weather Report   

Drama    

Comedy    

TDM News    

Shorts    

Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 

11:00

12:00

12:30

13:00

13:30

14:30

16:10

17:00

17:45

18:45

19:40

20:30

21:00

22:00

23:00

23:30

Sunday Mass    

Miscellaneous    

TDM News (Repeated)    

News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast    

Animation      

Miscellaneous    

Documentary Series    

Miscellaneous    

Cómedy    

Main News, Financial & Weather Report   

Non-Daily Portuguese News    

Drama    

TDM News    

News    

Zero Handicap    

Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)  
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ACrOSS: 1- Carte start; 4- Deadly virus; 9- Electrical unit; 13- Moray, e.g.; 14- 
Homerun king Hank; 15- Jackie’s predecessor; 16- Highly pleased; 18- Stadium 
used for sports or musical events; 19- Blot out; 20- Inventor of the gramophone; 22- 
Combined action; 25- Benefit; 26- “Dallas” matriarch; 28- Stupid person; 32- Former 
nuclear agcy.; 35- Klondike territory; 37- Mother-in-law of Ruth; 38- Gulf War missile; 
40- Flat-topped hills; 42- Mardi Gras follower; 43- Lowermost deck; 45- Trig functions; 
47- Jack of “Barney Miller”; 48- Supports for a lever; 50- Titles; 52- Periodic movement 
of the sea; 54- Winding; 58- Ancient Hindu art of medicine; 62- Saudi neighbor; 63- 
Fields of comedy; 64- Hardening of body tissue; 67- Representative; 68- Name on a 
bomber; 69- Give ___ rest!; 70- Neck part; 71- Seeps; 72- Poivre’s partner;

DOwN: 1- Yellow-fever mosquito; 2- Distrustful; 3- Detective Pinkerton; 4- Ardently; 5- 
Phooey!; 6- Table scrap; 7- “Stay” singer Lisa; 8- 
El Misti’s range; 9- Like some wines; 10- Sign of 
things to come; 11- ___ dancing is popular with 
cowboys!; 12- Eye drop; 15- Untidy woman; 
17- Got it!; 21- Sought a seat; 23- Dejected; 24- 
Omigosh!; 27- Histological stain; 29- Trials; 30- 
___ expert, but...; 31- Mambo king Puente; 32- 
Beginning on; 33- Stocking shade; 34- Select; 
36- Grandmas; 39- Particular policy taught; 
41- Truck stop sight; 44- Evergreen shrub; 46- 
Ladies of Spain; 49- Fruit drink; 51- Japanese 
wrestling; 53- Henry’s son; 55- Fertile area in a 
desert; 56- Get together; 57- Rope fiber; 58- 
___ all-time high; 59- Indian exercise method; 
60- Miners’ sch.; 61- Skin disorder; 65- Mauna 
___; 66- North American deer

THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU
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Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS
USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

 

Beijing

Harbin

Tianjin

Urumqi

Xi’an

Lhasa

Chengdu

Chongqing

Kunming

Nanjing

Shanghai

Wuhan

Hangzhou

Taipei

Guangzhou

Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow

Frankfurt

Paris

London

New York

drizzle 

clear 

clear 

cloudy 

drizzle/clear 

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINA

wOrLD

1 

4 

6 

1 

3 

11 

3 

14 

15 

12 

6 

13 

15 

11 

15 

14 

16 

14 

21 

20 

22 

Emergency calls  999

Fire department 28 572 222

PJ (open line) 993

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775

PSP 28 573 333

Customs 28 559 944

S. J. Hospital 28 313 731

Kiang wu Hospital 28 371 333

Commission Against 

Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300

IACM 28 387 333

Tourism 28 333 000

Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283

water Supply – Report 1990 992

Telephone – Report 1000

Electricity – Report 28 339 922

Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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27 

16 

27 

28 

27 

15 

24 

21 

19 

28 

24 

24 

24 

26 

27 

26 

10 

18 

21 

14 

12 

clear 

cloudy/clear 

clear 

clear 

cloudy 

shower/drizzle 

drizzle/overcast 

drizzle/overcast 

moderate rain 

cloudy 

cloudy 

cloudy/drizzle 

cloudy/overcast 

overcast/drizzle 

cloudy 

cloudy 

Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Communication needs to be short 
and sweet today — so make sure that 
you’re quick and to the point. That 
can be easy in person, but make sure 
your writing is cut back as much as 
possible.

April 20-May 20
This is not a good day for long-
range plans. That’s not to say 
you can’t think about the future, 
just that you should make sure 
you’re not committing yourself to 
anything major.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You’re in motion today — 
metaphorically, at least — and should 
find it easier than usual to adjust 
your perceptions to accommodate 
new information or circumstances. 
Adaptability is the key to success!

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Things are too complicated today 
— and it’s not just you! Most people 
are having a hard time coping with 
all the little details, so see if you can 
get them to join you in puzzling it 
all out.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You’re feeling a sense of 
accomplishment as you check out 
the people around you — and you’re 
right to be impressed! Your social 
circles are emphasized all day long, 
so share the love.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You need to be coldly logical today 
— which may make you come 
across as entirely unfeeling. It’s one 
of those days when getting it right 
is more important than getting 
everyone’s input.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
It’s time for you to move beyond 
tradition and try for something 
wild and new. It could be as 
simple as taking a different route 
home from work, or as radical as 
changing careers entirely!

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Work-related projects and negotiations 
are fraught with peril today — but all 
you have to do is be careful to come 
out ahead. Don’t jump into anything 
you haven’t been thinking about for 
months or even years!

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You’re quite thoughtful today, 
but interruptions keep you from 
getting anywhere. There’s nothing 
wrong with that — the journey is 
much more important than the 
destination, at least for now.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You’ve got more to say than you 
would have expected — so make 
sure that you start talking as soon 
as you can. If no one gives you the 
chance, go ahead and interrupt. You 
must be heard!

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Have you ever been this busy? Well, 
maybe so — but it doesn’t really feel 
like it! Even if you’ve just got one 
thing going on today, it feels like it’s 
swallowing your life. Take a deep 
breath and keep working!

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Your amazing mind is filled with 
great creative energy today, so 
make sure that you’re using it! Bust 
out with some new ideas at work or 
show your friends that new trick 
you’re so proud of.

  Aquarius Pisces
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A late goal by Javier 
“Chicharito” Hernan-
dez gave Real Madrid 
a tense 1-0 win over 

10-man Atletico Madrid and a 
place in the Champions League 
semifinals yesterday.

After the first leg of their quar-
terfinal had finished 0-0 last 
week, Hernandez missed three 
good chances to break the dea-
dlock for the cup holders before 
finding the net in the 88th mi-
nute from close range following 
a pass by Cristiano Ronaldo.

By then, Atletico was down to 
10 men after midfielder Arda 
Turan was sent off for a second 
yellow card following a rash 
challenge on Madrid’s Sergio 
Ramos in the 76th minute.

As in the first leg of the derby 
between last season’s finalists, 
Atletico goalkeeper Jan Oblak 
kept his team in the tie by sa-
ving a series of shots on goal by 
Madrid’s forwards.

In the night’s other match, Ju-
ventus drew 0-0 at Monaco to Real Madrid’s Chicharito

FooTbALL | ChAMPIonS LEAGUE

Hernandez goal puts Real into 
semis, Juventus also joins last four

reach the semifinals with a 1-0 
victory on aggregate.

The win took pressure off 
Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti, 
who had been criticized for his 
side’s failure to beat Atletico in 
all seven of their previous mee-
tings since last season’s Cham-
pions League final in Portugal.

“I had wanted a match like 
this, searching out for offensi-
ve solutions without the need 
for haste, avoiding problems on 

the counterattack or from set 
pieces,” Ancelotti said. “In this 
sense, the team worked well, it 
controlled the match.”

The coach praised Hernan-
dez’s performances, saying the 
Mexico forward had played 
with great commitment.

“He was up for it because I 
think he’s suffered a lot this 
season as he’s played very little, 
and in the end his goal has been 
very important for us. He never 
gave up.”

It was a particularly welcome 
strike for Hernandez, who hi-
ghlighted the work done by Ro-
naldo.

“Every goal I score is huge for 
me. It was a great pass from 
Cristiano,” said the striker, 
who dedicated the goal to his 
teammates “and all those who 
believed in me.”

and then they were four

tHe prospeCt of old friends and 
foes meeting again has added even 
more interest to today’s blockbuster 
Champions league semifinals draw.
Every potential pairing of Barcelona, 
Bayern Munich, Juventus and Real 
Madrid — sharing 21 European Cup 
or Champions League titles, and 16 
runner-up finishes — is loaded with 
history.
Still, two possible storylines stand out.
Bayern coach Pep Guardiola could 

face former team Barcelona for the 
first time since leaving in 2012 after a 
trophy-laden four-year spell included 
two Champions League titles.
A Barca-Juve pairing would reunite 
Luis Suarez and Giorgio Chiellini for 
the first time since the Uruguay for-
ward bit the Italy defender in a World 
Cup match last June.
First-leg matches are played May 5-6. 
Return matches are May 12-13. The 
final is June 6 in Berlin.
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SPACE oDISSEy

NASA releases picture 
of starry fireworks for 
Hubble’s 25th
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Ford unveils new Taurus 
inFluenced by china 

With its newest Taurus, Ford is joining the race 
to appeal to Chinese business buyers by offering 
bigger, more luxurious back seats. The Taurus, 
Ford Motor Co.’s first full-size sedan in China, is 
part of what CEO Mark Fields says is a multiyear 
effort to expand the U.S. automaker’s range of of-
ferings in the country.

Ford joins rivals including General Motors Co., 
Mercedes Benz and Volvo Cars that have crea-

ted extended versions of their standard sedans to 
appeal to Chinese buyers who have drivers and 
ride in back. That market segment is growing fas-
ter than China’s overall sales, which are decelera-
ting.

The sedan was unveiled ahead of this week’s 
Shanghai auto show. It is due to be produced at a 
new USD760 million Ford factory in Hangzhou, 
southwest of Shanghai.

35-55
Good

Marcia Dunn, 
Aerospace Writer, 
Cape Canaveral

WHat better way to 
celebrate the Hubble 

Space Telescope’s quarter-
century in orbit than with 
cosmic fireworks?

Yesterday — one day be-
fore the 25th anniversary of 
Hubble’s launch — NASA 
released an image taken by 
the space telescope showing 

a brilliant breeding ground 
for stars. This stellar nursery 
is 20,000 light-years from 
Earth in the Constellation 
Carina.

NASA’s science mission 
chief John Grunsfeld told 
the crowd gathered for the 
unveiling at the Newseum 
in Washington that the fact 
it’s taken thousands of years 
for the light from these bri-
ght, young stars to reach us 
means “they planned really 

45-60
Moderate

30-50
Good

opinion

Why stay?
Are you an expatriate? Some foreigners don’t 

think of themselves as one because the term has 
been traditionally used to describe a high-flying 
executive on a fat package dropped into a ‘les-
ser’ developed economy by a mostly Western 
parent-company to head up, or manage part of, 
a ‘subsidiary’ for a defined period. Depending 
upon the parent-company origin the reason for 
the assignment might be command and control, 
knowledge transfer or liaison with head office. If 
you’re one of these, you’re probably living in a 
spacious apartment in Grantai or One Central, 
perhaps in one of the newer Ocean Gardens plo-
ts or a quiet villa in a secluded part of town; your 
children’s education has been guided by HR and 
they are in an ‘international’ school or boarding 
somewhere better; you have return holiday fligh-
ts for yourself and family back home, perhaps in 
business class or even first; and you still have a 
house back home and unlikely to be renting it out.

This description is inaccurate for the majority 
of expatriates who are now self-initiated, or self- 
made. They choose to move overseas for a slew 
of reasons different from that of the corporate 
expatriate: financial (Australians certainly enjoy 
Macau’s tax regime), economic (Portuguese too 
frequently find the cost of living and inadequate 
job opportunities at home insurmountable), ca-
reer development (the opportunities to work on 
incredible projects with a diversity of people), 
personal (in search of adventure/travel and new 
experiences: this reason is often the most impor-
tant), and social (being with significant others).  
Neither should we discount serendipity or “plan-
ned happenstance”.

About decisions, a quote from Boris, a British 
academic in New Zealand responding to an expa-
triate survey, gave me a chuckle: “I looked at a job 
in Macau, then I thought would that have helped 
my career? It would just sink it; it is too obscure 
for an academic.” Said pre-2005, now hopefully a 
little out of date, but the point is made. Whether we 
prefer to call ourselves skilled migrants or - if that’s 
a little too permanent or not high enough on the 
status ladder for your liking - self-directed expats, 
we make choices to come…and to go.

The reasons to repatriate home don’t mirror 
the reasons to migrate for work or entrepreneu-
rial ventures. Those initial reasons act more as 
a barrier to repatriation: they embed them in 
their new home. The reasons to repatriate are 
focused more around family and lifestyle issues. 
Failure in work assignment or poor adjustment, 
important causes of repatriation for the corpora-
te expatriate, don’t rate as too relevant for the 
apparently more resilient self-directed expatriate. 
These expats are more likely to be active in the 
community, have stayed longer and have stron-
ger bonds.

A study by Tharenou and Caulfield talks about 
this embeddedness, but also shocks and dis-
satisfaction, two opposing sets of factors that 
contribute to the life-changing decision to pack 
up and go home. Career and community embe-
ddedness both explain most of the reasons to 
remain: good expats in gaming can always find 
roles elsewhere but Macau has been THE place 
to be for gaming professionals, and in Macau a 
good social life is readily had and infinitely more 
exciting than home country suburbia, if stories 
and photos of recent association balls are any-
thing to go by. The longer the sojourn for both 
expat and family, the stronger the emotional ties, 
the harder the decision to leave. 

The life of a self-directed expatriate can howe-
ver be with little security because residency is of-
ten tied to having a job and therefore somewhat 
precarious. We see this in Macau with Blue 
Cards and the Professional/Managerial category 
of temporary residency. Losing a job and not fin-
ding another quickly will propel an expat family 
unceremoniously back to country of origin regar-
dless of ties to the community and however much 
you might call Macau home. 

Studies suggest countries are less likely to 
lose strongly embedded expatriates even after 
experiencing the shocks that commonly send 
people home such as family illness or elderly pa-
rent care. I wouldn’t doubt the effect is stronger 
in Macau for somehow it gets under one’s skin. 
But then, not everyone is given a choice to stay.

Bizcuits
Leanda Lee

far in advance.”
Grunsfeld was among 

five former shuttle astro-
nauts who flew on Hubble 
missions who attended the 
ceremony. NASA Adminis-
trator Charles Bolden also 
was there; he helped deliver 
Hubble to orbit on April 24, 
1990 aboard space shuttle 
Discovery.

Bolden said neither he nor 
anyone else back then ex-
pected the space telescope to 
work much beyond 15 years 
— or accomplish so much. 
From its approximately 
565-kilometer-high perch, 
Hubble has made more than 
1.2 observations of more 
than 38,000 celestial objects.

“A quarter-century later, 
Hubble has fundamentally 
changed our human unders-
tanding of our universe and 
our place in it,” Bolden said

Noted Grunsfeld: “Hubble 
inspires the world.”

NASA expects Hubble to 
keep producing first-class 
science for at least five more 
years.

The observations for the 
anniversary picture were 
collected in 2013 and 2014.

Another NASA ceremony 
will take place tonight at the 
Smithsonian Institution’s 
National Air and Space Mu-
seum. AP

Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama, right offers a piece of his birthday cake to retired Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, during an interaction with children at the Tibetan Children’s Village School in Dharmsala, 

India, yesterday. The Tibetan leader whose birthday falls on July 6 had the advance birthday celebration as 
requested by legendary Archbishop Tutu.

AP Photo/Ashwini Bhatia  dEcisiVE momEnT
THE

YEMEN’s Shiite rebels 
pressed their offensive 
in the country’s south 
yesterday as a Saudi-led 
coalition bombarded them 
from the air in at least six 
cities, less than two days 
after announcing the end 
of a monthlong campaign 
against the Iran-supported 
militants.

rUSSIA-CHECHNYA The 
head of Chechnya has 
allowed local security forces 
to open fire on Russian 
federal troops if they operate 
in the region without his 
approval. ramzan Kadyrov’s 
Wednesday comments 
send a worrying sign about 
a potential rift between him 
and the Kremlin. 

FrANCE’s prime minister 
says investigators are 
searching for possible 
accomplices in the 
planned attack on a church 
uncovered when the 
suspect apparently shot 
himself by accident.

USA An American and an 
Italian held hostage by 
al-Qaida, as well as two 
Americans working with 
the terror group, were 
inadvertently killed by 
U.S. drone strikes earlier 
this year, the government 
revealed yesterday. 
President barack 
obama said he took “full 
responsibility” for the 
counterterror missions 
and offered his “grief 
and condolences” to the 
families of the hostages. 

GErMANY A former 
Auschwitz guard being 
tried on 300,000 counts 
of accessory to murder 
has testified that it was 
clear to him Jews were not 
expected to leave the camp 
in nazi-occupied Poland 
alive. “I couldn’t imagine 
that” happening, former SS 
Sgt. oskar Groening told 
the Lueneburg state court 
yesterday during the third 
day of his trial, the dpa news 
agency reported.

This undated photo provided by NASA shows an image taken by the 
Hubble Space Telescope showing a breeding ground for stars in the 
Constellation Carina, about 20,000 light years from Earth
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