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China’s mega-tours draw attention 
abroad, critique at home

Nepal Hundreds of 
people held a candlelight 
vigil in Nepal’s capital 
yesterday evening to 
mark one month since 
the earthquake that killed 
thousands of people and 
affected millions. About 
200 people gathered 
at the Brikutimandap 
grounds in the heart of 
Kathmandu to remember 
the dead. They held a 
minute of silence, lit 
candles and signed 
messages in memory of 
those killed.

paKISTaN The son of 
Pakistan’s president 
escapes unharmed from 
a roadside bomb attack 
that killed three people and 
wounded 15. 

aFGHaNISTaN A suicide 
truck bomb blast at the 
gate of a provincial council 
compound kills at least five 
people and wounds 62, 
authorities say. 

JapaN A magnitude-5.5 
earthquake shakes 
buildings in Tokyo and 
temporarily stops trains 
but causes no apparent 
damage or injuries. 

aUSTRalIa moves to 
increase cooperation 
between its security 
agencies against the threat 
of Islamic State group 
militants by appointing 
two new counterterrorism 
coordinators. 

aUSTRalIa announces it 
will repatriate the remains 
of up to 25 Australian 
soldiers killed about 50 
years ago during the 
Vietnam War. 

INDONeSIa’s anti-terrorism 
squad kills two suspects 
and arrests seven others 
in raids on a jihadist 
organization with possible 
links to the Islamic State 
group, police say.

More on  backpage

massive heat wave 
kills 500 in india 

human traffickers’ camps 
shock malaysia 

At least 500 people are reported 
to have died in a heat wave 
sweeping India, with temperatures 
reaching 48C in some areas

Abandoned jungle camps used by 
human traffickers contained 139 
suspected graves as well as pens 
likely used as cages for migrants
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‘95 pct of our investment 
has gone into non-gaming’ 
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galaxy hosts team-building 
events ahead of opening

Around 6,000 Galaxy 
Macau employees have 
gathered for team-building 
exercises ahead of the open-
ing of Galaxy Macau phase 
2 and Broadway Macau. 
Galaxy Entertainment Group 
(GEG) said that the events 

were aimed at boosting team 
members’ morale. Vice chair-
man of GEG Francis Lui 
thanked employees for their 
efforts and contributions to 
the opening of Galaxy Macau 
phase 2 and Broadway Ma-
cau tomorrow. 
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Paulo Coutinho

FAcing a “new norm”, 
gaming operators are 
adapting to the latest 
and decisive push by 

the government to diversify 
the economy, which for casi-
nos means an order to expand 
their offerings from their core 
business as Cotai 2.0 starts to 
shape up. Galaxy is the first to 
“test the waters” with the ope-
ning tomorrow of their Galaxy II  
and Broadway properties. 

“We’re the first new proper-
ty to launch since 2012, Sands 
Cotai Central. And we are the 
first property to launch across 
a number of properties that’ll 
be launching over the next two 
to three years. We are excited, 
no doubt. We’re genuinely exci-
ted about the vision for Macau. 
We’ve got the greatest confi-
dence in this marketplace,” 
Kevin Clayton, Galaxy’s Chief 
Marketing Officer (CMO) told 
Macau Daily Times in an exclu-
sive interview a couple of days 
ahead of the opening. 

As we walked past Galaxy Ma-
cau to the new properties, we 
had to cross through the huge 
“backstage” operations area 
where hundreds of staff were 
conducting their business or 
taking a lunch-break at the 
canteen and food-stalls area, in 
order to reach the premises of 
The Marriot Macau where the 
interview would take place. For 
the untrained eye, it seemed 
like (orderly) “mayhem” des-
cending upon us.

At the same time, the newest 
addition to the world class JW 
Marriot brand looked like it 

Catarina Pinto

The first of a new 
wave of casino resorts 

and projects taking sha-
pe in the Cotai Strip will 
be opening tomorrow, as 
Galaxy Macau phase 2 
and Broadway Macau are 
now nearly ready to open 

Simulation day at JW MarriotKevin Clayton

KeVIN ClAyToN, CMo GAlAxy

‘95pct of our investment has gone  into non-gaming’

Galaxy phase II’s new casino

Galaxy Macau phase 2 and Broadway  Hotel open tomorrow

was in operation already, with 
“guests” queuing up at recep-
tion, while others were being 
escorted to their rooms or el-
sewhere by supportive atten-
dants, valets and concierge sta-
ff. It was simulation day and all 
seemed to be going smoothly – 
a thousand smiles welcomed 
us, as we entered Cotai 2.0, a 
crucial test of Macau’s gaming 
and hospitality industry, which 
has to adapt to a “new norm” 
where non-gaming is the name 
of the game.

So far so good. According to 
Mr Clayton percentage occu-
pancy rates are “in the high 
90s” and “the take up in the 
[new] hotels for the first few 
weeks of launch is already rea-
ching a point where we’ve got 

demand that exceeds supply.”   
“And for good reason,” says a 

confident CMO. “Ritz Carlton 
is a world-class hotel. JW Mar-
riott is a world-class brand in 
its own right. And we’re one of 
the first destinations in Macau 
that has six world-class hotels 
in a single destination. But not 
just the hotel stock, also the di-
versity of experiences that can 
be had in our property here. 
We’ve got to feel bullish about 
the market. I think the market 
needs people to feel bullish 
about [it].” 

Lately, however, investors 
have been all but bullish on 
Macau. The almost year-long 
decline in revenues, the caps 
on visitors and on tables along 
with the government determi-

nation towards a full smoking 
ban in casinos have dragged 
confidence down and raised 
doubts about the rate of return 
from the large investments on 
the Cotai Strip.

Mr Clayton recognizes that the 
days of “open it and they will 
come” are over, but “we belie-
ve that we generate a sufficient 
return for our shareholders at 
this moment in time. And we 
don’t see that as shifting into 
the future. We believe that we’ll 
continue to deliver a good re-
turn to our shareholders and 
shareholder value.”  

The cap on tables imposed by 
the government resulted in Ga-
laxy’s new properties being allo-
cated only 150 gaming tables.

Mr Clayton sees that as “a 

challenge” that must be “acti-
vely” addressed.

“We will now actively work 
towards yielding those assets 
[gaming tables] in the best way 
that we can. That will mean 
utilization; it will be key across 
the main gaming floor as well 
as other rooms across the pro-
perty. And we will continue to 
optimize our assets by moving 
those assets around depending 
on where we get the greatest re-
turn. That will be a continuous 
process.”

With less gaming comes a new 
balance for the integrated-casi-
no-resorts: the gross floor area 
(GFA) ratio at Galaxy stands 
now at “about a 90:10 split, in 
terms of the GFA associated 
with non-gaming and gaming, 

their doors. The resorts 
will feature three additio-
nal hotels, a casino and 
100,000 square meters of 
gross retail area. 

At a media preview yes-
terday, Galaxy Entertain-
ment Group (GEG) team 
members unveiled what’s 
behind the curtain, taking 

reporters to some of the 
new resort’s hotels, res-
taurants and bars. 

The group has inves-
ted HKD43 billion of a 
planned HKD100 billion 
commitment to Macau 
in its 1.1-million-squa-
re-meter resort. Galaxy 
Macau will now feature 
six hotels offering 4,000 
rooms, suites and villas, 
as well as two spas. Lu-
xury hotels Ritz-Carlton 
(over 250 suites), JW 
Marriott (1,000 rooms) 
and Broadway Hotel (320 
rooms) have now been 
added to the already exis-
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The take up 
in the [new] 
hotels for the 
first few weeks 
is reaching a 
point where 
we’ve got 
demand that 
exceeds supply
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KeVIN ClAyToN, CMo GAlAxy

‘95pct of our investment has gone  into non-gaming’

Ritz Carlton suite

Galaxy Macau phase 2 and Broadway  Hotel open tomorrow

in favor of the non-gaming as-
sets.”

And at Broadway Hotel some 
90 meters away - linked to Ga-
laxy Macau by a footbridge - 
“the actual footprint for the ca-
sino is incredibly small relative 
to the size of the property and 
once you go in there you’ll be 
amazed at the sheer size of the 
property, and the diversity of its 
offering for food and entertain-
ment.” 

This diversity in offering that 
operators, especially concer-
ning their properties on Cotai 
2.0, have to promote in order 
to compensate for the lower ga-
ming receipts is meant to give 
visitors reasons to stay longer 
in Macau. In 2014, the average 
overnight stay was as low as 1.8 

days per visitor, but that para-
digm has to change dramati-
cally.

After 8 years working in the 
city’s gaming industry, Kevin 
Clayton sees an opportunity 
here, because “the Asian con-
sumer is far more discerning 
than they were 5 or 8 years ago. 
They’re far more considered in 
terms of how they make their 
reservations and how they 
make their bookings; about 
the decisions that they make 
around their destination. You 
know, destination first, hotel 
second. And really what they’re 
looking for is value, no doubt, 
but when they’re looking for 
value, they’re also becoming 
more discerning. They want to 
go on the journey with brands. 
They want to go on the jour-
ney with resort brands. So 
they want to come to destina-
tions where they can go on this 
journey of discernment around 
shopping, lifestyle, experien-
ces around lifestyle associated 
with fun and entertainment. 
They want to go on the journey 
when it comes to cuisine, and 
the choice around cuisine; they 
want to feel as though they’re 
going to a destination that can 
provide them with a real sense 
of diversity, but quality at the 
same time, matched with au-
thenticity. And we believe that 
Galaxy does that, and I think 
Broadway at Galaxy will do that 

better than any other party in 
Macau,” Mr Clayton promised.

Along with offer diversifica-
tion, Galaxy is also putting ef-
forts on diversifying inbound 
markets. “At this moment in 
time Macau generally draws 
about 65% of its visitation from 
mainland China, approxima-
tely 15% from Hong Kong and 
then the vast majority of the 
remainder are from South East 

Asia and North Asia. We are ac-
tively promoting Galaxy Macau 
and Macau across Taiwan, Ko-
rea, and Japan in the context of 
Okura.” 

Mainland China is not to be 
left out. The day we talked to 
Mr Clayton he was just back 
from a road show touring 19 ci-
ties on the mainland. He found 
“enormous interest” there from 
people wanting to come to Ma-

cau, but “they think it’s not the 
proper moment to do it. It’s all 
about perceptions and senti-
ment,” he states.

For Mr Clayton, despite the re-
cent crackdown on lavish lifes-
tyles in China, “there’s always 
a place for prestige, there’s 
always a place for luxury goods. 
The market whilst facing some 
headwinds more recently - and 
I think headwinds generally 
are due to sentiment in China, 
not just to the crackdown [on 
corruption] - global sentiment 
has shifted in terms of luxury 
goods, not just in China. So 
we’re facing some headwinds 
globally as well as regionally at 
this moment in time. But think 
about this logically: what’s the 
size of the luxury and the pres-
tige market now to what it was 
5, 8 years ago? It’s still a huge 
market. It’s still a huge market 
in Hong Kong, it’s still a sizeab-
le market in Macau.” 

Kevin Clayton similarly talks 
the world about Galaxy’s asso-
ciation with top-end car brands. 
“We are the leader in Macau in 
terms of partners, and automo-
bile partners in particular are 
quite selective in terms of whe-
re they do their major launches 
and they have selected Galaxy 
over the last 12 to 18 months - 
Galaxy as being their preferred 
destination. I think that’s testa-
ment to the partnerships that 
we build not just with automo-
bile companies but in terms of 
technology companies as well 
as luxury goods in general.”

Moreover, “Galaxy Macau is 
and will be, at the forefront of 
indulgence, style, fun and privi-
lege,” Clayton says.

ting Banyan Tree Macau, 
Hotel Okura Macau and 
Galaxy Macau.

Yesterday’s tour began 
at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel, 
the brand’s first suite-on-
ly hotel, located within 
the top floors of the com-
plex. Decorated with pas-
tel and soft creamy colo-
rs, the venue is intended 
to become a luxury-wed-
ding destination offering 
specialized services to 
couples, helping them at 
every stage of their wed-
ding planning.

Also featuring Lai Heen 
restaurant, the Ritz-Car-
lton Café and a Ritz-Car-
lton Bar & Lounge, the 
luxury hotel comprises 12 
floors, and has 254 suites 
including three sky villas. 

As we walked through 
the corridors, Galaxy staff 
members noted that Por-
tuguese-inspired small 
tiles have been used to 
add historic features to 
both the walls of the ho-

tel corridors as well as the 
suites’ bathrooms. 

Meanwhile, Broadway 
Macau, one of the group’s 
major projects, is also 
opening tomorrow. Fea-
turing 320 rooms and 
a 3,000-seat theatre, 
Broadway Macau will be 
Galaxy’s entertainment 
precinct. It also contains 
a street offering enter-
tainment activities, food 
and beverage outlets, as 
well as boutiques show-
casing local and overseas 
brands. Yesterday, the 
media preview wrapped 
up with a street party at 
Broadway Macau. 

Adding to Galaxy’s cur-
rent array of hotels is also 
JW Marriott, the brand’s 
largest hotel in Asia, fea-
turing 1,015 rooms and 
suites. From classic Can-
tonese cuisine to interna-
tional and regional deli-
cacies, JW Marriott hou-
ses two main restaurants: 
Man Ho Chinese Restau-

rant and Urban Kitchen. 
“It is the first major re-

sort opening in Macau 
since 2012, marking a 
new milestone for the 
city. It also underlines 
the group’s commitment 
to helping the territory 
to fulfill its potential as a 
‘World Center of Tourism 
and Leisure’, to nurture 
local talent and to pro-
mote local culture,” GEG 
said in a press release. 

Galaxy is expanding into 
its phase 2, and also in-
tends to increase its cur-
rent retail area. “The Pro-
menade” opens tomor-
row, although some of the 
shops will only be ope-
ning their doors later on. 
Two hundred luxury and 
lifestyle retail brands will 
now be available to sho-
ppers, including H&M, 
Burberry, Alexander Mc-
Queen, Moncler, Roger 
Viver, Maje, Queelin, Bvl-
gari and Louis Vuitton, 
among others. 

The operator’s expan-
sion also includes a new 
casino. Galaxy Enter-
tainment Group has 
been granted 150 new-
to-market gaming tables 
for its property expan-
sion, the Secretary for 
Economy and Finance, 
Lionel Leong, recently 

confirmed. 
The tour also explored 

Galaxy’s grand resort 
deck, which has been ex-
panded to over 75,000 
square meters to include 
more beach-like facilities, 
pools and tropical gar-
dens. The Skytop Wave 
Pool will feature the new 

Skytop Adventure Ra-
pids: a 575-meter-long ri-
ver-like ride with rapids, 
waterfalls and underwa-
ter jets catering speci-
fically to families. Only 
guests will have access 
to the pool area but there 
will also be a membership 
program available. 
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The New Macau As-
sociation held a pho-
tography exhibition 
yesterday afternoon 

at Tap Seac Square in coopera-
tion with the editorial commit-
tee involved in the preparation 
of a book that reportedly went 
missing during its printing 
process in mainland China last 
week. 

The exhibition, which is ex-
pected to run for two weeks 
across the city, features detai-
led information about how the 
controversial top officials com-
pensation bill proposed by the 
government triggered youth- 
dominated protests throu-
ghout the city. The protest 
culminated with an outraged 
congregation at the Legislative 
Assembly last May.

The New Macau Association held its regu-
lar social affairs forum during the weekend, 

where participants discussed how local society, 
in terms of civic awareness, has changed since 
a massive protest broke out against planned le-
gislation on compensation for outgoing top offi-
cials last May.

The association’s leader Jason Chao believes 
that local residents have been paying more at-
tention to the city’s legislative works ever since. 
He further stressed “true universal suffrage” is 
necessary to solve the root causes of Macau’s 
problems. “That is [what] we’ve realized: ulti-
mately we need to demand a true universal suf-
frage,” he stressed, as quoted by TDM.

Lawmaker Ng Kuok Cheong added that citi-
zens’ attitude toward political issues nowadays 
is significantly different from before the city’s 
handover.

Ng thinks the protest reflected on the awake-
ning of local youths’ awareness of civil society. 
He stated Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan are 
influencing each other, as civic movements of 
these places occur in a ripple effect.

“For one reason, the young people’s civic cons-
ciousness has started to rise; the other is the 

An association of junkets 
says it collected over 12,500 

responses in a survey taken last 
week, where 99 percent of res-
pondents believed that a full 
smoking ban will affect casinos’ 
business and agreed to have 
smoking rooms inside VIP gam-
bling zones.

Having no English designation, 
the association is listed in the Of-
ficial Gazette with the Portuguese 
name “Associação de Mediado-
res de Jogos e Entretenimento de 
Macau.” It organized a sympo-
sium on Saturday discussing the 
correlation between full smoking 
control and Macau’s entire eco-
nomy; most of the participants 
demanded for the government to 
allow smoking rooms to be set up 
in VIP gambling areas.

The association chairman Kwok 
Chi Chung said that the survey 
was conducted among the junket 
sector, related employees and 
other citizens, where nearly all 
of the respondents were worried 
about the impact a full smoking 
ban would have on gaming reve-
nue and employment prospects 
and advocated the preservation 
of smoking rooms for VIP gam-
bling provided it does not affect 
employees’ health.

Lawmaker Zheng Anting, pre-
sent at the symposium, was also 
among the advocates of smoking 
rooms. He suggested the revenue 

Brook Yang

The Macau Importers and Ex-
porters Association marked 

its 50th anniversary yesterday 
with a dinner gala celebration ga-
thering political officials and lea-
ders from across the sector.

The association’s president, 
Tsui Wai Kwan, stated in an ad-
dress that the sector has over-
come hardships, boomed in a 
golden era, and now needs to 
step up to take advantage of new 
opportunities brought by the 
nation’s strategic policy in order 
to grow sustainably.

Mr Tsui explained that the pur-
pose of establishing the associa-
tion was to protect the export 
industry’s interests, as back in 
1965 the sector was facing mul-
tiple barriers due to complicated 
export formalities. Moreover, 
the then-exporters found it dif-
ficult to recover payments from 
trades with Lusophone African 
countries due to their minimal 
foreign exchange reserves.

Macau’s export processing in-

dustry has also witnessed a 30-
year golden era, beginning in 
the 1970s when Western coun-
tries implemented garment im-
port quotas. The sector was once 
the city’s most important indus-
try and drove growth in other 
sectors such as manufacturing, 
construction and finance.

Due to the liberalization of glo-
bal trade since Macau’s hando-
ver, many local factories have 
relocated to the mainland and 
overseas. Nevertheless, boosted 
by Beijing’s preferential poli-
cies, Macau’s external trade fi-
gure tripled from some MOP30 
billion before the handover to 
nearly MOP100 billion in 2014, 
stressed the president.

“Today the country proposed 
the strategic ‘Belt and Road’ Ini-
tiatives and included Macau in 
that vision. Macau’s small and 
medium-sized enterprises shou-
ld promptly grasp this opportu-
nity as Macau will once again 
become an intersection of East 
and West in the Maritime Silk 
Road,” he stated to the guests. 

SurVey

Junket association 
says 99pct in favor 
of smoking rooms

Import export 
association marks 
50th anniversaryNew Macau reflects on 

raising civic awareness

another 1,000 
books coming soon 

Sulu Sou expects that 
another batch of 1,000 copies 
of his book could be released 
to the public at a new presen-
tation next month. The edito-
rial committee is planning to 
turn to publishers in Hong 
Kong for publication. In ad-
dition, Sou said that they are 
also considering electronic 
publication options following 
the authorities’ alleged inter-
ference. 

May 2014 protest 
back in the limelight 

changing trend in HK, Macau and Taiwan’s 
movements. Prior to the protest against the 
compensation bill, the anti-national education 
movement in HK succeeded, followed by the 
success of Taiwan’s ‘Sunflower Movement,’ and 
then the preparation for civil disobedience in 
HK started. That was clearly a rising tide in the 
trend,” he explained.

On the other hand, educator Choi Chi U in-
dicated local primary and middle schools have 
further tightened control over teachers’ auto-
nomy and the cultivation of students’ indepen-
dent thinking. He believes that is due to the 
schools receiving government funding.

“We have seen the frontline teachers being res-
trained within their autonomous space in class, 
[thanks to] the force of the schools’ systems; 
they are requested to follow the rules strictly. 
I’ve also found myself that teachers’ cultivating 
of [students’] independent thinking in the class 
is on the decline,” he said.

Furthermore, current affairs commentator 
Tam Chi Keung says he is not optimistic on the 
city’s outlook. He pointed out Macau is only 
harmonious on the surface and that there hasn’t 
been a trigger point for a major problem. BY

Yesterday’s event, which was 
supposed to be the presenta-
tion of the now missing book, 
was held on the first anniver-
sary of the anti-bill march at 
the same venue where the de-
monstration started last year. 
Speaking of the political impact 
of the protest on the govern-
ment over the past year, the 
author of the book, Sulu Sou, 
accused the mainland autho-
rities of confiscating the tome, 
although the customs authority 
that oversees the Gongbei bor-
der denies the accusation. 

Recalling the events of May 
2014, he told the media that 
the officials seem to baulk 
at any activities that may be 
linked to the protest, like the 
book he wrote.

“[The book] reflected that the 
‘anti-bill incident’ was still like 
a sting to the SAR government 
even though it has passed,” 
said the democracy advocate 
who was among the organizers 
of last year’s citywide march.

He continued: “We expected 
last year that the government 
would improve its manner in 
[governing the city], yet no 

salient changes have been ob-
served. The authorities have 
grown even more unscrupu-
lous.”

TDM reported last Friday 
that none of the mainland ma-
nufacturers received the publi-
cation for printing. However, 
according to the author, the 
statement that he issued later 
that night addressing the issue 
has ended up “nowhere” in the 
mainstream media. TDM aired 
a story the following day re-
porting the mainland customs 
officials’ denial of interference. 
But TDM reportedly censored 
Sou’s personal response to tho-
se claims. The author described 
all of this as “unacceptable.”

Since the media coverage of 
the alleged seizure last Friday, 
Sou has declined to reveal the 
name of the local publisher that 
processed his book’s publica-
tion, due to fears of a possible 
political retaliation from the go-
vernment, which is also a major 
client of the printing firm.

The two-and-a-half-hour event 
saw a low turnout despite the 
presence of several political acti-
vists. Staff reporter

from the mass gaming floor di-
dn’t decline but rather increased 
after setting up smoking rooms, 
which might be attributed to a 
better casino environment crea-
ted by the smoking control.

Junket operator Neptune GD 
Group’s chief operating officer 
Denton Io 姚思銘 stressed ninety 
percent of the group’s VIP rooms 
are smokers and a full smoking 
ban will drive them away to Ma-
cau’s competitors in Southeas-
tern Asia.

Moreover, casino operator Mel-
co Crown Entertainment’s vice 
president in Strategic Marketing, 
Raymond Lo, predicted the poli-
cy, if implemented, would reduce 
the economic benefits by ten per-
cent, as customers would need to 
leave the gambling tables for a 
smoke. BY
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MACAU澳聞
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The Human Resources Offi-
ce (GRH), which approves and 

oversees the city’s importation of 
labor, has said that it may be more 
cautious when handling work permit 
renewals for migrant casino workers 
from now on.

The Assistant Coordinator of the Of-
fice, Chan Un Tong, said on a TDM 
radio show yesterday that the current 
law in Macau allows the government 
to dismiss migrant workers in certain 
sectors when the economy takes a 
dramatic downturn.

Chan indicated that a precedent 
was set during the financial crisis in 
2008 when some industries’ migrant 
workers were either denied a renewal 
of their work permit or had their re-
newal period halved. He said that his 
department, along with the Labor Af-
fairs Bureau (DSAL), will pay close 
attention to the dynamics of the labor 
market so that when the economic 
situation shifts, the authorities can 
demand a reduction in the number of 
migrant workers.

The official also stressed that com-
panies need to seek approval from 
the GRH when promoting a migrant 
worker, and that their applications 
will not necessarily be approved.

He explained that the Office’s vet-

The Labor Affairs Bureau (DSAL) is-
sued a total of 13 suspension orders 

upon construction sites between January 
and April, a number that has already ex-
ceeded the total number of orders for the 
whole of 2014, according to the bureau 
director Wong Chi Hong.

Wong said on a TDM radio show yes-
terday that last year the Bureau issued 
12 suspension orders to construction si-
tes that had violated Macau’s work safety 
regulations. The construction work fou-
nd to be substandard on these sites was 
ordered to be halted immediately, and 
was not allowed to resume operation un-
til safety conditions were shown to have 
improved to an acceptable level.

Last year, the number of fatal industrial 
accidents in the region rose to seven, 
three times more than in 2013, and this 
year April alone has seen another four 
casualties.

The director stressed that the social 
consequences of industrial accidents are 
very high, and that the bureau would 
work to increase awareness of work sa-
fety and health measures, such as pro-
viding training sessions to the sector in 
how to use safety facilities to prevent 
workers from falling when installing air-
conditioners.

A worker pushes a cart in front of the 
construction site of the Lisboa Palace

Gov’t may cut migrant workers’ 
visas due to economic crisis

Increase in 
number of 
suspension 
orders 

ting process would first assess whe-
ther the company has a suitable can-
didate among its local employees, 
or whether it needs to hire someone 
from the local workforce.

In response to listeners’ criticism 
that “local residents’ employment 
and promotion prospects are being 
jeopardized due to the government’s 
excessive import of migrant workers,” 
Chan repeatedly stressed that “im-
porting migrant workers is merely a 
supplement to the local workforce. A 
precondition of doing so is firstly en-
suring local employees’ sustainable 
job security.”

“Some corporates have advertised in 
newspapers how many workers they 
expect [to recruit], but of course that 
number doesn’t equal the number the 
government needs to approve. I can 
say that the amount of our approvals 
will be less, even much less, than that 
they advertised,” he assured.

The official further clarified that the 
authorities do not follow any fixed ra-
tio or quota when dealing with appli-
cations from migrant workers, but 
rather consider the employer’s actual 
situation, such as their operational 
model, and the sale and location of 
their premises.

“Many citizens have this misunders-
tanding that the GRH will approve 
one quota [for migrant workers] for 
every three local employees hired. In 
fact, we don’t have such a precondi-
tion or ratio stipulated in the law,” he 
said.

Chan stressed that his department 
would take all reports from DSAL of 
breaches of employment law serious-
ly, while the DSAL director Wong Chi 
Hong, who was also a guest on the ra-
dio show, said that the bureau would 
inspect if it receives evidence that a 
company only intends to recruit non
-local workers or in other “unaccep-
table situations.” BY
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Greece’S government 
yesterday ruled out restric-

ting access to bank accounts 
and the free movement of mo-
ney if there is no breakthrough 
soon in tortuous talks with bai-
lout creditors and its dwindling 
cash reserves dry up.

The possibility of imposing 
capital controls — part of a 
chain of events that could lead 
to Greece leaving the euro if 
things take a disastrous turn 
— “simply does not exist,” said 
Gabriel Sakellaridis, spokes-
man for the radical left-led go-
vernment.

He spoke after a senior oppo-
sition conservative lawmaker 
was quoted as saying capital 
controls could be imposed this 
coming long weekend — June 1 
is the Orthodox Pentecost ho-
liday — or shortly later if the 
government is unable to make 
a loan repayment due to the In-
ternational Monetary Fund on 
June 5.

Greece has survived for the 
past 5 years on rescue loans 
from the IMF and its European 
partners. But the creditors have 

A man checks items at a shop in central Athens

Greece rules out capital 
controls if bailout talks fail 

held up the rescue loans as long 
as Greece does not agree to 
make new economic reforms. 
Officials in the governing Syriza 
party say salaries and pensions 

have priority over loan repay-
ments if push comes to shove 
amid a growing liquidity crisis.

Experts say Greece could 
eventually have to impose ca-

pital controls to prevent a bank 
run, when depositors flock to 
bank branches and ATMs to 
withdraw their savings. An 
estimated 30 billion euros 
(USD33.5 billion) have already 
flowed out of Greek banks sin-
ce elections were called late last 
year, but a more sudden surge 
in withdrawals would cause the 
banks to collapse.

Such a panic could be trigge-
red by the country — which is al-
ready scraping together its last 
cash reserves — failing to make 
a payment to the IMF, or any 
other creditor, or being unable 
to fully pay pensions and pu-
blic sector salaries. One Syriza 
official has said that Greece la-
cks the money to repay the IMF 
next week.

In turn, such a market panic 
would render worthless the go-
vernment bonds and treasury 
bills Greek banks use to borrow 
vital capital from the European 
Central Bank. Bankrupt and 
without a functioning banking 
system, Greece would then have 
to dump the euro for a new, se-
verely devalued version of its 

old drachma currency.
“Such scenarios lack any fou-

ndation whatsoever, are ma-
lignant and are used in a com-
pletely irresponsible fashion,” 
Sakellaridis told a press brie-
fing. “The possibility of us ha-
ving capital controls, or any 
other development in the 
banking system, quite simply 
put, does not exist.”

He insisted that talks with 
bailout creditors, launched af-
ter the Syriza party won Jan. 
25 elections on a promise to not 
make more budget-cutting re-
forms, would come to fruition 
“in a short time.”

“That is the government’s in-
tention and the target we have 
set,” Sakellaridis said. “By the 
end of May, the start of June, to 
be able to have a mutually be-
neficial agreement.”

“This government has the 
duty to pay its obligations both 
in Greece and abroad,” he said. 
“The liquidity problems are 
known. We want to meet our 
obligations, which is why we 
are trying to achieve an agree-
ment as soon as possible,” he 
added.

Officials in Athens say a deal 
is close despite an apparent 
deadlock on key issues, such as 
demanded pension and labor 
market reforms.

Greek shares were down 
about 2 percent in early after-
noon trading yesterday. AP
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Sands China Ltd. is launching 
a new career development pro-
gram for its team members. 
The program gives employees 
an opportunity to experience 
working in various non-gaming 
departments throughout the 
company’s integrated resorts, 

sands china offering staff new career 
development opportunity 

via voluntary six-month assig-
nments.

Nearly 400 participants had al-
ready signed up within five days 
of the program’s announcement, 
according to a press release.

The program is one of the 
latest initiatives of the Sands 

China Academy, a platform 
that focuses on team member 
training and development, and 
the professional development 
of Macao locals, including 
non- employees.

“This is a great opportunity 
for our team members to equip 
themselves with additional 
capabilities, opening the door 
to more career opportunities,” 
said Antonio Ramirez, senior 
vice president of human re-
sources for Sands China Ltd. 
“Sands China understands 
the important role played by 
a well-trained workforce in 
supporting Macau’s develo-
pment into a world center of 
tourism and leisure. This pio-
neering program truly embra-
ces the spirit of non-gaming 
diversification in Macau, and is 
the latest example of our com-
mitment to the continued de-
velopment of our local talent.”

Suntory Beverage & Food 
Ltd., which sells PepsiCo Inc. 
drinks in Asia, will buy Japan 
Tobacco Inc.’s vending ma-
chines for about 150 billion 
yen (USD1.2 billion) to add to 
its own, closing a distribution 
gap with Coca-Cola Co. in the 
country.

JT will sell its vending machi-
ne units and transfer two of its 
beverage brands to Suntory 
Beverage, the cigarette-maker 

suntory bev. buys jt’s vending machines to close gap with coke

said in a statement yesterday. 
Suntory Beverage, which sells 
Pepsi alongside bottled green 
tea and carbonated juice, will 
acquire about 260,000 ma-
chines through the deal, its 
executive vice president Sa-
buro Kogo said in a briefing in 
Tokyo.

Coca-Cola, the world’s lar-
gest beverage company, has 
the most drinks vending ma-
chines in Japan, with 980,000 

of the devices installed throu-
ghout the country. Adding JT’s 
machines to Suntory Beve-
rage’s 490,000 will allow the 
latter to better compete, accor-
ding to Kazuhiro Miyashita, a 
board member at researcher 
Inryosoken.

“I see Suntory is serious 
about overtaking Coca-Co-
la,” Miyashita said yesterday. 
“Vending machines are the 
best sales channel for soft 
drinks and this would be the 
way that allows Suntory to win 
the competition.”

Japan has a total of about 
2.5 million vending machines 
that peddle more soft drinks 
than all the convenience sto-
res nationwide, according to 
data from the Japan Vending 
Machine Manufacturers Asso-
ciation.

BUSINESS分析

Yuri Kageyama
Business Writer, Tokyo

JApAn, famous for 
green tea, is welcoming 
artisanal American co-
ffee roaster Blue Bottle 

with long lines that have at ti-
mes meant a four-hour wait for 
a cup.

The company, which began in 
Oakland, California in 2002, 
hopes its early popularity is 
more than a passing fad. Ja-
pan’s consumer culture is lit-
tered with manias for Western 
food imports: pancakes, pop-
corn, doughnuts, even Taco 
Bell.

Success in Japan is important 
for Blue Bottle, which operates 
17 cafes in the San Francisco 
Bay area, New York and Los 
Angeles. Japan is its first foray 
outside of the U.S. Blue Bottle 
raised nearly USD26 million 
last year to invest in expansion, 
including financing from Sili-
con Valley executives, setting 
the stage for a test of whether 
an artsy gourmet coffee chain 
can go big.

Founder James Freeman, a 
musician, was inspired by Ja-
pan’s old-style “kissaten” coffee
-shops: tiny dimly-lit establish-
ments, with good music and a 
barista behind a wooden coun-
ter. Think places for quiet se-
rious thinking and real drip co-
ffee, not sweet, frivolous drinks.

“We care about every part of 
the coffee. We call it from seed 
to cup,” said Saki Igawa, the bu-
siness operations manager for 
Blue Bottle in Japan.

Attention to detail that dove-
tails with aspects of Japanese 
culture accounts for part of the 
coffee chain’s early popularity. 
The spread of Starbucks inter-
nationally, which has created 
a cookie-cutter coffee culture 
that some people want to trade 
up from, is another factor. Blue 
Bottle is also benefiting from 
the image problems in Japan of 
fast food chains and highly pro-
cessed foods.

“It’s a new era in eating out,” 

A barista brews coffee at a Blue Bottle Coffee shop in Tokyo

Artsy coffee chain Blue Bottle 
brews long queues in Tokyo  

said food industry consultant 
Jotaro Fujii who contends that 
Blue Bottle’s arrival and the de-
cline of McDonald’s in Japan is 
part of a bigger trend of consu-
mer interest in the safety and 
quality of the entire food supply 
chain.

McDonald’s is suffering decli-
ning popularity in Japan, a pro-
blem exacerbated after plastic 
pieces, and even a tooth, was 
found in its food last year, set-
ting off outrage among consu-
mers.

Upscale burger chain Shake 
Shack, which started as a hot 

dog stand in New York, is ex-
pected to arrive in Japan soon, 
said Fujii.

Such chains, including Blue 
Bottle, are likely to aim for 50 
or at most 100 outlets in Japan, 
not the thousands that fast-food 
eateries, such as McDonald’s, 
has achieved here, he said.

Instead, they will focus on for-
tifying a brand image, which 
can lead to other kinds of lucra-
tive businesses.

Although the prevalent image 
of Japan might be tea, it has 
long had plenty of affection for 
coffee.

Starbucks has been a hit sin-
ce arriving in 1995. It now has 
more than 1,000 shops in Ja-
pan. Not a single prefecture 
(state) is without a Starbucks 
with one opening in holdout 
Tottori Prefecture this month 
— not surprisingly, welcomed 
with long lines.

Even convenience stores are 
serving freshly brewed cof-
fee. Japan also invented “man-
ga-kissa,” or a cafe-cum-li-
brary, where you can curl up 
with a comic book and sip on 
coffee for hours.

Such newcomers have ham-

mered the once omnipresent 
kissaten. Their numbers have 
dropped by half from the 1980s, 
or to 77,000 in 2009, according 
to a Japanese government stu-
dy.

But Blue Bottle’s popularity 
is part of a rediscovery of ca-
fes serving carefully prepared, 
quality coffee, a trend already 
long evident in the U.S.

Blue Bottle’s first Japan shop, 
which has a roaster, is in Kiyo-
sumi, an older part of Tokyo, 
chosen because it remin-
ded Freeman, the founder, 
of Oakland. It opened in Fe-
bruary. The second shop, in a 
backstreet of Tokyo’s fashio-
nable Omotesando, opened in 
March.

A third, likely opening later 
this year in Tokyo’s Daikanya-
ma shopping area, will feature a 
menu that reflects Blue Bottle’s 
recent acquisition of San Fran-
cisco-based Tartine Bakery, 
which serves croissants, san-
dwiches and pastries.

Blends such as “Giant Steps,” 
combining African and Indo-
nesian-grown beans for a cho-
colate taste, sell for 450 yen 
($3.75) a cup. A latte costs 520 
yen ($4.30).

True to its inspiration, Blue 
Bottle is learning from Japan, 
said Andrew Smith, 29, of San 
Francisco, a barista and one of 
three Americans who came to 
work for the chain in Japan.

“People here have different 
ways of conceptualizing about 
coffee so they taste things diffe-
rently,” Smith said.

“They are looking for different 
kinds of things in coffee. And 
that is a fun way to learn how 
everyone in the world perceives 
coffee differently.” AP
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All-expenSeS-pAid 
trips to reward top sa-

lespeople aren’t unusual, but 
direct marketing companies 
that are the Chinese versions 
of Amway, Avon and Herbalife 
are taking it to an extreme by 
sending thousands abroad on 
package tours.

One company is sending 
12,700 salespeople to Thailand 
on a tour that continues until 
today. The Infinitus herbal su-
pplement company has outfit-
ted the sales reps with unifor-
ms, the same luggage and even 
the same umbrellas.

Earlier this month, a medici-
nal products group sent 6,000 
of its representatives to France 
where they set a world record 
by massing the most people to 
spell out a phrase that included 
their own firm’s name. Yet ano-
ther Chinese direct seller sent 
7,000 people to California last 
year.

“We are making history!” vi-
ce-chairman Xu Guowei of 
the Perfect China cosmetics 
company crowed in California 
during the retreat and package 
tour. “We have taken 86 fligh-
ts, stayed in 26 hotels,” he said. 
“Our group’s attendees have 
spent USD10,000 each this vi-
sit.”

The tours are at the inter-
section of several trends in a 

In this May 8, 2015 file photo, employees of the Tiens Group, a Chinese company which sells medicinal products, including via direct marketing, cheer as they attend a parade organized by CEO Li Jinyuan as part of a 
four-day celebration weekend for the 20th anniversary of his company, on the Promenade des Anglais, Nice, southeastern France

 All-expenses-
paid trips to 
reward top 
salespeople 
aren’t unusual, 
but Chinese 
companies 
are taking it 
to an extreme 
by sending 
thousands 
abroad on 
package tours

Mainland mega-tours draw 
attention abroad, critique at home

country with a predilection for 
package trips: an explosion in 
overseas travel, surging natio-
nal pride and the phenomenal 
growth in the past decade of di-
rect sales companies. The com-
panies are splashing cash and 
seeking publicity following a 
period in which they were ban-
ned as pyramid schemes.

But they have also generated 
debate among Chinese who 
have become increasingly sen-
sitive to how they are perceived 
overseas. Some see the tours as 
tacky ploys by the quasi-evan-
gelical companies to entice new 
sales representatives to expand 
earnings.

It takes several months of ad-
vance work to book the hotel 
space and arrange the travel for 
the tours. A travel agency spent 
six months planning the France 
trip.

China’s direct sales market 
began with the entry of Avon 
in the 1990s. But the industry 
plunged into chaos with ram-
pant pyramid schemes, promp-
ting the government to ban the 
industry altogether in 1998. 
The ban was lifted in 2005.

Direct selling cuts out shops to 
sell products or services directly 
to consumers, using teams of 
sales personnel who typically 
get most of their income from a 
cut of the sales.

Since the ban was lifted, di-
rect marketing has expanded 

rapidly, with an average annual 
growth rate of 30 percent. Chi-
na’s direct sales market is likely 
the world’s third or fourth big-
gest behind the United States, 
Japan and possibly South Ko-
rea, said Hu Yuanjiang, execu-
tive director for direct selling at 
China Health Care Association.

After 2005, the industry grew 
to employ 2.3 million salespeo-
ple within seven years. In 2012, 
the country had 32 licensed 
direct marketing companies 
with combined sales of nearly 
20 billion yuan ($3.2 billion), 
according to the Chinese Com-

merce Ministry.
The growth can be attributed 

to China’s economic boom, a 
rising consumer culture and 
more favorable government 
policies, and also that direct 
selling provides low-threshold 
opportunities for people to start 
their own businesses, Hu said.

“It also fits into the Chinese 
culture, where kinships and 
personal relationships, such as 
being in the same class or from 
the same village, are highly 
valued. They help build trust 
quickly, which is important for 
direct selling,” Hu said.

Perfect China’s tour of Ca-
lifornia last year reportedly 
generated $85 million in re-
venue for the local economy, 
and Anaheim Mayor Tom Tait 
wished them great memories.

The Tianjin-based Tiens 
Group, which sells medicinal 
products, including via direct 
marketing, sent 6,000 em-
ployees on a four-day, all-ex-
penses-paid trip to France to 
celebrate the company’s 20th 
anniversary. They formed the 
phrase “Tiens’ dream is nice 
in the Côte d’Azur” on a wa-
terfront in Nice. The French 
foreign minister met with the 
company president.

Infinitus is sending 12,700 
sales associates to Thailand in 
shifts of two to three thousand 
for six-day trips to Bangkok 
and the beach resort of Pattaya. 

They are taking 110 flights and 
shuttling in 400 coach buses 
until today. Thai tourism offi-
cials expect $18 million in re-
venue.

The three mass tours have ge-
nerated media buzz not only in 
host countries, but back home 
where some Chinese see them 
as part of their country’s rise on 
the world stage. They relish the 
big spending and the warm wel-
come from host cities.

The tours also have drawn 
sneers for their ostentation at 
a time when Chinese tourists 
are gaining a reputation abroad 
for showiness and rudeness. 
China’s National Tourism Ad-
ministration has created a new 
black list to shame tourists who 
misbehave while traveling.

Hu Xingdou, an economics 
professor at Beijing Institute of 
Technology, said the mass tou-
rs reflect the desire of Chinese 
to show off wealth after decades 
of impoverishment, while the 
uniforms and shouting of slo-
gans reveal the oddly militaris-
tic corporate culture of China’s 
direct marketing companies.

“It’s also about brainwashing 
and instilling loyalty in the sa-
lespeople,” Hu said.

Zhang Xiaoyan, a senior bu-
siness director at Infinitus who 
went on one of the Thailand 
trips, recalled local people “ga-
ping” at the travelers who were 
wearing uniforms, lugging suit-
cases and carrying umbrellas — 
all with the company logo.

“I think it helped a lot to ad-
vertise our company’s culture 
and image,” Zhang said.

“Some local TV network re-
ported on us and they called us 
the largest tourist group in his-
tory in Thailand.” AP
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Survey: over 
60 pct support 
constitutional 
reform 
package  
More than 60 percent 
of Hong Kong people 
support the government’s 
constitutional reform 
package, Hong Kong’s 
largest political party 
announced yesterday. 
The survey, released by 
the Democratic Alliance 
for the Betterment and 
Progress of Hong Kong 
(DAB), also showed that 
32 percent of respondents 
oppose the reform package. 
Some 1,070 people were 
questioned for the poll. 
More than 80 percent of 
them think lawmakers 
should vote in accordance 
with public opinions. The 
DAB’s vice chairman, 
Horace Cheung, urged at 
the press conference that 
pan-democratic lawmakers 
respect the public’s wish to 
have universal suffrage in 
2017.  

11 prostitution 
organizers 
jailed in Henan
Eleven people have been 
sentenced to prison terms 
ranging from ten years to life 
over organized prostitution 
in a nightclub in central 
China’s Henan Province 
between Aug. 2012 and 
Nov. 2013. Chen Jiagui and 
Wang Guofu, two managers 
from the Royal No.1 
Nightclub in Zhengzhou, 
the provincial capital, were 
convicted of organizing 
sex trade and sentenced 
to life in prison, said the 
Xinxiang Intermediate 
People’s Court yesterday. 
Chen was also found guilty 
of illegally selling cigarettes 
of top domestic brands to 
make profits. Chen and 
Wang’s personal assets 
have been confiscated. 
Nine other defendants 
received sentences from 
ten to 15 years along with 
fines. The nightclub had 
employed more than 4,500 
females in total before it 
was raided and forced to 
close on Nov. 1, 2013. The 
dossiers of 133 suspects were 
transferred to prosecutors 
in March last year, after a 
five-month investigation. 
The 11 defendants stood 
trial in February. No date 
has been set by four courts 
in Xinxiang City for the 
remaining verdicts. Eight 
police officers, including 
deputy head of the 
Zhengzhou Public Security 
Bureau Zhou Tingxin were 
implicated in the nightclub 
case. Zhou was later 
sentenced to six years for 
accepting bribes.  

ChineSe officials are 
being sent on prison 
visits in a new, “scare-
d-straight” approach 

to warn them of the perils of 
bribe-taking, the Financial Ti-
mes reported yesterday.

According to an article by 
Charles Clover in Beijing, this 
month 70 officials from cen-
tral Hubei province met for-
mer colleagues serving sen-
tences for corruption during a 
day spent touring the inside of 
a local prison.

Under President Xi Jinping, 

ChineSe shoppers may get better 
deals on items including sports shoes, face 
cream, and diapers after the government 
reduced import tax by half to boost con-
sumption.

Import tariffs for some clothes, shoes, 
and skincare products will be cut by an 
average of more than 50 percent starting 
June 1, according to a statement from the 
Customs Bureau of the Ministry of Finance 
yesterday.

Tariff cuts will be “conducive to a rea-
sonable expansion of imports,” said a Fi-
nance Ministry statement. “Expanding do-
mestic consumer demand is an important 
measure for steady growth and structural 
adjustment.” 

China is seeking to lift domestic con-
sumption as it weans the economy from 
a dependence on exports and infrastruc-
ture investment. The government is also 
looking to protect jobs and help local in-

A police officer guards a corridor that is forbidden for visiting journalists to see during a government-organized tour of the 
Number One Detention Center in Beijing, Oct. 25, 2012

Customers walk past a display of shoes at a shopping 
mall in Beijing, China

Gov’t cuts taxes for imported sneakers, diapers 
dustries upgrade amid the weakest econo-
mic growth since 2009.

Growth in retail sales declined to 10 per-
cent in April, down from March’s 10.2 per-
cent and below expectations of 10.4 per-
cent. Imports plunged 16.2 percent com-
pared with a year earlier in a sign of weak 
consumer demand. 

Many Chinese enjoy shopping overseas 
because “prices for those items in the do-
mestic market are unreasonably high”, 
said Yuan Gangming, an economist at the 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.

He added the outlook for consumption is 
poor as the slowdown hits wages and go-
vernment revenue growth.

Import taxes for sneakers and boots will 
be cut to 12 percent from as much as 24 
percent, tariffs on diapers will drop to 2 
percent from 7.5 percent, and that for fa-
cial care products will be lowered to 2 per-
cent from 5 percent.

The move will satisfy local appetite for 
the goods and lift imports, according to the 
Customs Bureau’s statement.

The government announced an outline 
of the plan last month, with Chinese Pre-
mier Li Keqiang calling for better policies 
to give domestic shoppers more choice. 
Bloomberg/AP
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FT: Party uses prison visits 
to scare officials straight

China has undertaken the 
largest anti-corruption crack-
down in decades in an effort to 
clean up the sprawling Com-
munist party bureaucracy.

Mr Xi has vowed to tackle hi-
gh-ranking “tigers” as well as 
lowly “flies”. More than 100 
high-ranking officials have 
been placed under investiga-
tion for corruption since 2012, 
while tens of thousands of 
lower-level officials have been 
arrested.

The party’s draconian Cen-
tral Commission for Discipline 

Inspection, which is spearhea-
ding the corruption campaign 
and has organized the prison 
visits nationwide, said they 
were part of an “educational 
approach” to fighting corrup-
tion, the FT revealed.

The tours featured visits 
of former officials now lan-
guishing in jail, such as Lu 
Xingguo, former head of land 
resources in Hubei’s Fang 
district, who used to be nick-
named “the three-plenty se-
cretary . . . plenty of buddies, 
plenty of gambling parties and 

plenty of cash”, according to 
the Qinchu Web, a provincial 
party-affiliated news website 
quoted by the British daily.

“The three-plenty secretary 
reminds all cadres to be min-
dful of their social circles, to 
purify their circle of friends 
and to rectify their work rela-
tionships,” the Chinese article 
quoted the tour guide as saying.

Participants reportedly met 15 
former colleagues who are now 
behind bars, who admonished 
them to steer clear of a life of 
crime and to educate them-
selves about public service to 
avoid suffering the same fate.

“I will take this as a lesson, 
and always be on my guard,” 
the mainland newspaper quo-
ted the head of one municipa-
lity as saying. “I must not err 
when it comes to self-discipli-
ne and integrity.”

However, the public, largely 
a jeering bystander on the si-
delines of top-level party in-
trigue, found much to laugh at 
in the prison-visit scheme.

According to the Financial 
Times, Weibo, China’s equi-
valent of Twitter, was rife with 
ridicule yesterday.

“For them this is just a the-
me party. They are all thinking 
about where to go to have a 
banquet after cleansing their 
souls,” said one Weibo user, 
going by the handle Ladycheng.

In other provinces, prison 
tours similar to those in Hubei 
have been supplemented by 
visits to military bases, whe-
re officials and their spouses 
dress up in People’s Libera-
tion Army Uniforms and chant 
revolutionary slogans.
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NePAl

Villagers return to 
homes after river 
gets unblocked

Thousands of villagers in 
northwestern Nepal were able to 
return to their homes yesterday after 
a mountain river swept away debris 
from a landslide that had blocked 
it, allowing waters to flow normally 
again. The landslide before dawn 
Sunday dammed up the Kaligandaki 
River and created a lake 2 kilometers 
(1.2 miles) long. Thousands of 
villagers fled their homes, fearing 
flash floods. It happened in an area 
north of Beni Bazaar, about 200 
kilometers (125 miles) northwest of 
the capital, Kathmandu. Overnight, 
the river washed away rocks and 
other debris, and by yesterday 
morning, river was flowing at its 
normal level, said government 
administrator Tek Bahadur K.C. 
The landslide was not caused by an 
aftershock to major earthquakes that 
struck Nepal on April 25 and May 12, 
which together killed nearly 8,700 
people and injuring 16,800 others. 
In 2012, dozens of people were killed 
when an avalanche held back the 
nearby Seti River, which then burst 
through the snow blockage and sent 
water gushing through villages along 
its banks.

PHIlIPPINeS 

Aquino: Gov’t to fly 
usual routes over 
disputed reefs

 
Philippine aircraft will continue to 
fly their usual routes over disputed 
reefs in the South China Sea, the 
country’s president said yesterday, 
defying China’s challenges to its 
planes and those of the United 
States. President Benigno Aquino III 
told reporters there is no declared 
air defense identification zone 
over the area and “we will still fly 
the routes that we fly based on 
international law.” “We will still 
exercise our rights over our exclusive 
economic zone,” he said, adding 
that the “bottom line is, it has to 
be clear, we will defend our rights 
to the best of our abilities.” Aquino 
also pointed to the disparity in the 
military strength of China and the 
Philippines, saying China should 
not bully a smaller country because 
it would hurt its image as it tries 
to create good will with its trading 
partners. The Philippines is pursuing 
international arbitration and 
diplomatic efforts to try to resolve 
the territorial dispute with China.
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Eileen Ng, Wang Kelian 

MAlAySiAn authorities 
said yesterday that aban-

doned jungle camps used by 
human traffickers contained 
139 suspected graves as well 
as pens likely used as cages for 
migrants, shedding more light 
on a regional trade that preyed 
on some of Southeast Asia’s 
most desperate people.

National police chief Khalid 
Abu Bakar said forensics ex-
perts were exhuming the sus-
pected graves found at 28 va-
cated camps in the hilly jungle 
area on the border with Thai-
land where trafficking syndi-
cates were known to operate.

“It is a very sad scene,” Kha-
lid told reporters in the nor-
thern state of Perlis at a poli-
ce outpost several kilometers 
from the camps. “I am sho-
cked. We never expected this 
kind of cruelty.”

At one camp, police found “a 
highly decomposed body” that 
will be examined by forensi-
cs experts as teams began the 
work of digging up the areas 
believed to be graves — mou-
nds of earth, covered with 
leaves and marked by sticks, 
Khalid said.

“We have discovered 139 of 
what we believe to be graves,” 
he said. “We believe they are 
victims of human trafficking.”

The finding follows a similar 
discovery earlier this mon-
th by police in Thailand who 
unearthed dozens of bodies 

Malaysian National Police Chief Khalid Abu Bakar speaks at press conference in Wang Kelian

 At one 
camp, police 
found “a highly 
decomposed 
body” that will 
be examined 
by forensics 
experts 

MAlAySIA

Authorities find 139 suspected 
graves in human trafficker camps 

from shallow graves on the 
Thai side of the border. The 
discoveries have exposed hid-
den networks of jungle camps 
run by human smugglers, who 
have for years held countless 
desperate people captive while 
extorting ransoms from their 
families.

Most of those who have 
fallen victim to the trafficking 
networks are members of 
Myanmar’s persecuted Rohin-

gya Muslim community or 
impoverished migrants from 
Bangladesh, part of a wave 
of people who have fled their 
homelands to reach countries 
like Malaysia, where they hope 
to find work or live freely.

As Southeast Asian govern-
ments have launched crack-
downs in recent weeks amid 
intensified international pres-
sure and media scrutiny, traf-
fickers have abandoned camps 
on land and boats at sea to 

avoid arrest.
Khalid said at least two of 

the camps found in Malay-
sia appeared to have been 
abandoned within the past 
few weeks, based on the con-
dition of items left behind 
such as vegetables, rice and 
almost new cooking utensils. 
Scattered personal posses-
sions included a pink teddy 
bear and white children’s san-
dals, he said, indicating the 
possible presence of children 
at the camp.

On three large whiteboards, 
police pasted dozens of pictu-
res taken at the camps, which 
ranged in size, with the largest 
capable of holding about 300 
people and smaller ones for 
just a few dozen. Some of the 
pictures showed large, crudely 
built pens made from wooden 
sticks, which were believed to 
be used as cages.

“We think the migrants were 
imprisoned in these wooden 
pens,” Khalid said. “They were 
not allowed to move freely and 
traffickers kept watch at sen-
try posts.”

Other items left behind were 
a rifle pouch, used bullets and 
bullet casings, he said. Police 
also found white muslin cloth, 
used by Muslims in Malaysia 
to wrap dead bodies, and a 
wooden stretcher believed to 
have carried bodies.

The findings were the result of 
an operation Malaysian autho-
rities conducted from May 11-
23, during which they combed 

the steep jungle area along 50 
kilometers of the border with 
Thailand. Due to the difficult 
terrain, Khalid said the inves-
tigation and forensics analysis 
could take a few weeks.

Human rights groups and 
activists say the area on the 
Thai-Malaysia border has 
been used for years to smu-
ggle migrants and refugees, 
including Rohingya Muslims, 
a long-persecuted minority 
in predominantly Buddhist 
Myanmar.

In many cases, they pay hu-
man smugglers thousands 
of dollars for passage, but 
are instead held for weeks or 
months, while traffickers ex-
tort more money from families 
back home. Rights groups say 
some have been beaten to dea-
th, and The Associated Press 
has documented other cases in 
which people have been ensla-
ved on fishing boats.

Since May 10 alone, more 
than 3,600 people — about half 
of them from Bangladesh and 
half Rohingya from Myanmar 
— have landed ashore in Indo-
nesia, Malaysia and Thailand. 
Thousands more are believed 
to be trapped at sea in boats 
abandoned by their captains.

Malaysia and Indonesia an-
nounced last week that they 
would provide temporary 
shelter for up to one year for 
migrants recently found or 
still stranded at sea. The U.S. 
has said it will settle some of 
them permanently. AP
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At least 500 people 

are reported to have 
died in a heat wave 
sweeping India, with 

temperatures reaching 48C in 
some areas, the BBC reported 
yesterday.

Most deaths have taken place 
in the southern states of Te-
langana and Andhra Pradesh, 
where more than 140 people 
have died since Saturday.

Allahabad in Uttar Pradesh 
recorded 48C while tempera-
tures rose to above 44C in the 
capital, Delhi.

According to the Associated 
Press, the worst-hit state has 
been Andhra Pradesh, where 
more than 100 people have died 
from the brutal heat in state in 
the last week, Chief Minister 
Chandrababu Naidu, the state’s 
top elected official, told repor-
ters.

Health authorities have asked 
people not to go outside at mi-
dday to avoid getting sunstroke 
due to high temperatures and 
blistering winds.

“We are urging people to take 
all the necessary precautions 
and drink lots of water,” Naidu 
said.

Meanwhile, in neighboring 
Telangana, the Press Trust of 
India (PTI) news agency said 
the heat wave had killed 186 
people in 10 districts, with 58 
people dying since Saturday, 
the BBC noted.

An Indian man pours water on his face during a hot summer day in Hyderabad on Sunday

INdIA 

Massive heat wave kills 500 

Day temperatures in Telanga-
na’s Khammam district soared 
to more than 48 degrees Celsius 
on Saturday. 

Roads and markets were de-
serted in all of the major cities 
and towns in both provinces, 
with people staying indoors to 
avoid the heat.

Furthermore, according to 
the BBC, the northwestern de-
sert state of Rajasthan has also 
recorded several deaths due to 
the heat, the PTI reported, in-
cluding a woman who collapsed 
and died on a roadside in Bundi 
city.

The meteorological depart-

ment said the sweltering condi-
tions were likely to continue for 
a few more days.

“No relief” is expected in An-
dhra Pradesh, Telangana, De-
lhi and other northern states 
for the next four days, and the 
“heat wave will continue,” an 
official said.

Reports also said at least 10 
people had died of the heat in 
the eastern state of West Ben-
gal.

Non air-conditioned taxis will 
be taken off the road for five 
hours during the day in the 
main city in the state capital, 
Kolkata, after two drivers died 
from heat stroke.

Weather authorities said the 
high temperatures would likely 
continue for at least another 
week. The forecast is for a conti-
nuing “heat wave to severe heat 
wave” for the rest of the month. 
“It is hot. It will stay hot. People 
must stay inside and drink lots 
of water,” Devendra Sharma, 
an official at the Indian meteo-
rological office was reported as 
saying by the Guardian. 

The highest temperature ever 
recorded in Delhi was 47.2C, in 
May 1944. The record India is 
thought to be 50.6C, recorded 
in 1956 in the northern town of 
Alwar.

Authorities said the situa-
tion should improve with the 
approaching monsoon rains, 
which usually reach the sou-
theastern coast in the first week 
of June. MDT
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Ken Dilanian
Intelligence Writer, Washington 

The Islamic State group’s 
takeover of the Iraqi pro-

vincial capital Ramadi has 
prompted criticism from De-
fense Secretary Ash Carter and 
raised new questions about the 
Obama administration’s stra-
tegy to defeat the extremist 
group.

The Islamic State group, whi-
ch had already seized a strate-
gically important swath of the 
Middle East, seized Ramadi in 
central Iraq a week ago, which 
has revived concerns about U.S. 
efforts to fight the group.

The Obama administration’s 
approach in Iraq is a blend of 
retraining and rebuilding the 
Iraqi army, prodding the Shii-
te-dominated government in 
Baghdad to reconcile with the 
nation’s Sunnis and bombing 
Islamic State group targets 
from the air without commit-
ting American ground combat 
troops.

President Barack Obama’s 
strategy is predicated on Bagh-
dad granting political conces-
sions to the country’s alienated 
Sunnis, who are a source of per-
sonnel and money for the Isla-
mic State group. But there has 
been little visible progress on 
that front. Baghdad has conti-
nued to work closely with Shiite 
militias backed by Iran, which 
have been accused of atroci-
ties against Sunnis, a religious 
minority in Iraq that ruled un-
til Saddam Hussein fell from 
power.

The U.S. has sought to reach 
out on its own to Sunni tribes 
and is training some Sunni fi-
ghters, but those efforts have 
been limited by the small num-

Aron Heller, Jerusalem 

Former Israeli Pri-
me Minister Ehud 

Olmert was sentenced 
yesterday to eight months 
in prison for unlawfully 
accepting money from a 
U.S. supporter, capping 
the dramatic downfall of 
a man who only years ear-
lier led the country and 
hoped to bring about a 
historic peace agreement 
with the Palestinians.

Olmert was convicted in 
March in a retrial in Jeru-
salem District Court. The 
sentencing comes in ad-
dition to a six-year prison 
sentence he received last 
year in a separate bribery 
conviction, ensuring the 
end of the former pre-
mier’s political career.

Olmert’s lawyer, Eyal 
Rozovsky, said Olmert’s 
legal team was “very di-
sappointed” by the ru-

Local residents and Sunni tribal fighters welcome newly-arriving Iraqi Shiite Hezbollah Brigade militiamen, brandishing their 
flag, who are joining the fight against Islamic State group militants in Khalidiya, 100 km west of Baghdad

Former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert speaks to the media after 
hearing the verdict in his trial, in Jerusalem’s District Court

IrAq

After fall of Ramadi, US defense 
chief’s criticism raises questions  

ber of American troops on the 
ground.

Carter said in an interview ai-
red Sunday that Shiite-led Iraqi 
forces did not show a “will to fi-
ght” in the battle for Ramadi, a 
Sunni city.

Although Iraqi soldiers “vastly 
outnumbered” their opposition 
in the capital of Anbar provin-
ce, they quickly withdrew a 

week ago without putting up 
much resistance from the city 
in Iraq’s Sunni heartland, Car-
ter said on CNN’s “State of the 
Union.”

The Iraqis left behind large 
numbers of U.S.-supplied vehi-
cles, including several tanks, 
now presumed to be in Islamic 
State hands.

“What apparently happened is 

the Iraqi forces just showed no 
will to fight,” Carter said. “They 
were not outnumbered; in fact, 
they vastly outnumbered the 
opposing force. That says to 
me, and I think to most of us, 
that we have an issue with the 
will of the Iraqis to fight ISIL 
and defend themselves.”

The White House declined to 
comment on Sunday.

A spokesman for the Iraqi go-
vernment said yesterday that 
Carter’s remarks were surpri-
sing and that the U.S. defense 
chief had been given “incorrect 
information.” In a statement, 
Saad al-Hadithi said the fall of 
Ramadi was due to mismana-
gement and poor planning by 
some senior military comman-
ders in charge of Ramadi.

American officials say they 
are sending anti-tank weapons 
to the Iraqi military. But they 
also noted that Iraqi forces 
were not routed from Ramadi 
— they left of their own accord, 
frightened in part by a power-
ful wave of Islamic State group 
suicide truck bombs, some the 
size of the one that destroyed 
the federal building in Oklaho-
ma City two decades ago, said 
a senior State Department offi-
cial who spoke to reporters last 
week under ground rules he 
not be named.

A senior defense official said 
that the troops who fled Rama-
di had not been trained by the 
U.S. or its coalition partners. 
The official was not authorized 
to address the matter publi-
cly and spoke on condition of 
anonymity.

Carter defended the use of 
U.S. airstrikes, but he said they 
are not a replacement for Iraqi 
ground forces willing to defend 
their country. AP

ISrAel

Ex-Premier Olmert sentenced to 8 months in prison  

ling and would appeal to 
Israel’s Supreme Court. 
They were granted a 45-
day stay, meaning the 
former Israeli leader will 
avoid incarceration for 
now.

Olmert also was given a 
suspended sentence of an 
additional eight months 
and fined USD25,000.

A slew of character wit-
nesses had vouched for 
Olmert, including former 

British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair and former 
Israeli Mossad chief 
Meir Dagan in written 
statements read aloud 
yesterday. The verdict 
stated that it recognized 
Olmert’s vast contribu-
tions to Israeli society 
and sentenced him to less 
than the prosecution had 
demanded. Still, it ruled 
that “a black flag hovers 
over his conduct.”

Olmert was forced to re-
sign in early 2009 amid 
the corruption allega-
tions. His departure clea-
red the way for hard-liner 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
election, and subsequent 
peace efforts have not 
succeeded.

Olmert, 69, was acqui-
tted in 2012 of a series 
of charges that included 
accepting cash-stuffed 
envelopes from U.S. busi-
nessman Morris Talansky 
when Olmert was mayor of 
Jerusalem and a Cabinet 
minister. Olmert was fou-
nd to have received about 
$600,000 from Talansky 
during his term as mayor, 
and additional amounts 
in cash during his term as 
a Cabinet minister, but a 
court did not find evidence 
the money had been used 
for unlawful personal rea-
sons or illegal campaign 
financing.

Talansky, an Orthodox 
Jew from New York’s 
Long Island, had testi-
fied the money was spent 
on expensive cigars, firs-
t-class travel and luxury 
hotels, while insisting he 
received nothing in re-
turn.

The acquittal on the 
most serious charges at 
the time was seen as a 
major victory for Olmert, 
who denied being cor-
rupt. He was convicted 
only on a lesser charge of 
breach of trust for stee-
ring job appointments 
and contracts to clients of 
a business partner, and it 
raised hopes for his poli-
tical comeback.

But Olmert’s former offi-
ce manager and confidant 
Shula Zaken later became 
a state’s witness, offering 
diary entries and tape re-
cordings of conversations 
with Olmert about illicitly 

receiving cash, leading to 
a retrial. In the recordin-
gs, Olmert is heard telling 
Zaken not to testify in the 
first trial so she would not 
incriminate him.

The judges concluded 
that Olmert gave Zaken 
part of the money in ex-
change for her loyalty, 
and used the money for 
his own personal use wi-
thout reporting it accor-
ding to law. They convic-
ted him on a serious char-
ge of illicitly receiving 
money, as well as charges 
of fraud and breach of 
trust.

In a separate trial in 
March 2014, Olmert was 
convicted of bribery over 
a Jerusalem real estate 
scandal and was senten-
ced to six years in pri-
son. He appealed and has 
been allowed to stay out 
of prison until a verdict is 
delivered. AP
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Bruce Shipkowski, Trenton 

Born to an electrical 
engineer, and later a 
precocious and dashing 
young man who attai-

ned an Ivy League education, 
John Nash seemed destined for 
a life of stunning success. That 
he achieved, winning a Nobel 
Prize in 1994, but not without 
a struggle with mental illness 
that would make him a hou-
sehold name even more so than 
his achievements in mathema-
tics.

Nash had read the classic 
“Men of Mathematics” by E.T. 
Bell by the time he was in high 
school. He planned to follow in 
his father’s footsteps and stu-
died for three years at the Car-
negie Institute of Technology 
in Pittsburgh — now Carnegie 
Mellon University — but ins-
tead followed his passion for 
math.

He then went to Princeton, 
where he worked on his equi-
librium theory and, in 1950, 

In this Oct. 11, 1994 file photo, 
Princeton University professor John 
Nash speaks during a news conference 
at the school in Princeton, N.J., after 
being named the winner of the Nobel 
Peace Prize for economics

uSA

‘A Beautiful Mind’ mathematician 
John Nash dies in taxi crash 

received his doctorate with a 
dissertation on non-cooperati-
ve games. The thesis contained 
the definition and properties 
of what would later be called 

the Nash equilibrium.
But it was while teaching at 

the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1959, when his 
wife, Alicia, was pregnant with 
their son, that schizophrenia 
began to emerge, a yearslong 
fight that was chronicled in the 
Academy Award-winning blo-
ckbuster “A Beautiful Mind.” 
The Nashes died in a car acci-
dent late Saturday on the New 
Jersey Turnpike. He was 86; 
she was 82.

“John’s remarkable achieve-
ments inspired generations of 
mathematicians, economists 
and scientists who were in-
fluenced by his brilliant, groun-
dbreaking work in game theory, 
and the story of his life with Ali-
cia moved millions of readers 
and moviegoers who marveled 
at their courage in the face of 
daunting challenges,” Prince-
ton President Christopher Eis-
gruber said in a statement.

In an autobiography written 
for The Nobel Foundation web-
site, Nash said delusions caused 

him to resign as a faculty mem-
ber at MIT. He also spent seve-
ral months in New Jersey hos-
pitals on an involuntary basis. 
However, Nash’s schizophrenia 
diminished through the 1970s 
and 1980s as he “gradually be-
gan to intellectually reject some 
of the delusionally influenced 
lines of thinking,” he wrote.

2001’s “A Beautiful Mind” was 
based on an unauthorized bio-
graphy by Sylvia Nasar, who 
wrote that Nash’s contempo-
raries found him “immensely 
strange” and “slightly cold, a bit 
superior, somewhat secretive.” 
Much of his demeanor likely 
stemmed from mental illness.

“A Beautiful Mind” won four 
Academy Awards, including 
best picture and best direc-
tor, and generated interest in 
John Nash’s life story.

Russell Crowe, who was no-
minated for best actor for 
playing Nash, tweeted that he 
was “stunned” by news of the 
couple’s death.

“An amazing partnership,” he 

wrote. “Beautiful minds, beau-
tiful hearts.”

Jennifer Connelly, who won 
the Oscar for best supporting 
actress for her portrayal of Ali-
cia Nash, called the couple “an 
inspiration,” and the film’s di-
rector, Ron Howard, tweeted 
that “it was an honor telling 
part of their story.”

The Nashes split in 1963 then 
resumed living together several 
years later and finally remar-
ried in 2001.

John Nash held a research 
post at Brandeis University 
before eventually returning to 
Princeton. Known as brilliant 
and eccentric, he was associa-
ted with Princeton for many 
years, most recently serving as 
a senior research mathemati-
cian.

He was awarded the Nobel 
Prize in economics for his work 
in game theory, which offered 
insight into the dynamics of 
human rivalry. It is considered 
one of the most influential ideas 
of the 20th century. AP
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what’s ON ...

Wisdom from the miniatures – exhibition 
of sun Jiangtao’s stamp ColleCtion of the 
liberated Zone
time: 9am-9pm
until: June 7, 2015 
Venue: Temporary Exhibitions Gallery of IACM, Av. 
Almeida Ribeiro, 163 
admission: free 
enquiries: (853) 8988 4100

art of ink – mio pang fei Calligraphy 
exhibition
time: 10am-7pm (Closed on Mondays, no admission 
after 6:30 pm)  
until: July 5, 2015
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE  
admission: MOP5 (Free on Sundays and public 
holidays)  
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814 

afa 8th anniVersary exhibition – neW 
Works by members
time: 12pm-7pm (Closed on Sundays and public 
holidays)
until: May 30, 2015 
Venue: Estrada da Areia Preta No. 52, Edificio da 
Fabrica de Baterias N.E. National, 3rd  Floor, Macau 
admission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 2836 6064 

Cuba touCh – insight into the daily liVes in 
Cuba
time: 10am-6:30pm
until: July 20, 2015 
Venue: Dare to Dream Gallery, Calcada Da Barra 
No. 16 R/C LJ A, Edif. San Chak, Macau 
admission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 2896 2820 
organiZer: Dare to Dream

this day in history

Long queues have appeared at garages this evening 
and motorists have torn their ration books into confetti af-
ter the government announced an end to petrol rationing.

The Minister of Fuel and Power, Philip Noel-Baker, told 
the House of Commons rationing would be abolished 
because two American companies had agreed a deal to 
supply oil in return for buying British goods.

“This is indeed VP [Victory for Petrol] day for the motor 
users’ campaign,” said a spokesman for three motoring 
organizations - the RAC, AA and Royal Scottish Automo-
bile Club.

“The effect on the industrial, commercial and communi-
ty life will be electric. Ration books now become as ob-
solete as the man with the red flag.” Under a deal agreed 
earlier this month, Standard Oil Company of New Jersey 
and the California Texas Oil Company will be paid in ster-
ling and in turn they have agreed to invest the money in 
British equipment, services and oil tankers.

It is hoped the policy will attract more dollar-spending 
tourists - which may offset the amount of dollars paid for 
the new fuel supplies from America.

The government estimates an increase in fuel consump-
tion of one million tons a year. About 430,000 tons of this 
will be supplied by the US firms. The rest will come from 
newly expanded refineries in Britain.

But the poor quality of petrol in this country will not im-
prove until refineries - such as those at Southampton and 
Cheshire - have been completed, probably in 1952.

Discounted driving licenses, known as half-rate licen-
ses - issued to drivers using basic petrol - will also be 
abolished.

The Treasury will benefit from £26m in revenue from full
-rate licenses, a new rate of petrol tax and savings on 
administration costs. More than 2,000 officials who run 
the rationing system will lose their jobs.

The practice of putting red dye in commercial petrol to 
curb black market sales will also stop.

                    Courtesy BBC News

1950 uk drivers cheer end 
          of fuel rations

in context

petrol rationing was first imposed at the onset of World War 
II in September 1939 and its continuation five years after the 
war ended was a hotly debated issue, especially during the 
1950 general election campaign. 
The Conservatives in opposition had long argued it was no 
longer necessary but Labor said the nation had a severe dollar 
shortage and could not afford to buy US supplies. 
After the 1950 election - which saw Labor’s majority slashed 
- the government realized the public would no longer tolerate 
rationing. 
Petrol rationing was reintroduced in January 1957 for five 
months during the Suez Crisis when Egypt and Syria blocked 
supplies. 
It was almost brought back again during a world fuel crisis in 2000 
when Opec squeezed supplies to stop fuel prices coming down.

Offbeat

Turkmenistan has unveiled a grandiose gold-leafed 
statue of the president carrying a dove and riding atop 
a horse — a move aimed at burnishing the leader’s 
burgeoning personality cult.

The 21-meter monument presented to the public yes-
terday in the energy-rich but isolated Central Asian 
nation includes a statue of President Gurbanguly Ber-
dymukhamedov mounted on a towering pile of marble.

Turkmenistan is dotted with gold-leaf statues to Ber-
dymukhamedov’s eccentric predecessor, Saparmurat 
Niyazov, who died in 2006, but this is the first such 
monument to the current leader.

Elevating its leader to virtual demi-god status has for 
two decades served as a way for the government in 
Turkmenistan to enshrine its legitimacy.

Officials, however, insist the new statue in the capi-
tal, Ashgabat, was built in response to overwhelming 
public demand.

“My main goal is to serve the people and the Mother-
land. And so, I will listen to the opinion of the people 
and do as they choose,” Berdymukhamedov said in 
2014, responding to the statue proposal.

turkmenistan unveils massive 
gold-leaf statue of president 
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INFOTAINMENT 資訊／娛樂 

cinema
cineteatro
21 may - 27 may 

TOMORROwlaND_
room 1
2.15, 4.45, 7.15, 9.45 pm
Director: brad bird
Starring:  George clooney, John walker britt Robertson
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 130min

MaD Max: FURy ROaD_
room 2
(3D) 7.15 pm
(2D) 2.30, 4.45, 9.30 pm
Director: George Miller
Starring:   Tom Hardy, charlize Theron, Nicholas Hoult
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 120min

DRaGON ball z: ReSURRecTION “F”_
room 3
2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm
Director: Tadayoshi yamamuro
Starring:  Ji-tae yu, yûsuke Iseya, ye-ryeon cha
language: Japonese (chinese/english)
Duration: 93min

pITcH peRFecT 2_
room 3
(23-25 May) 7.30 pm
Director: elizabeth banks
Starring:  anna Kendrick, Skylar astin, Rebel wilson
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 141min

macau tower
21 may - 10 jun

TOMORROwlaND_
Director: brad bird
Starring:  George clooney, John walker britt Robertson
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 130min

People gather for the monument unveiling ceremony in Ashgabat
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THE BOrN LOSEr by Chip SansomYOUr STArS

SUDOKU
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omacROSS: 1- Remains of a fire; 6- Fork part; 10- On ___ with; 14- Orange Bowl site; 

15- To ___ (exactly); 16- Bond classic; 17- Member of the nobility; 18- Pill bottle; 19- ___ 
cava; 20- Rash; 22- Canvas-like fabric; 23- River of Flanders; 24- Prayers; 26- Printer’s 
measures; 29- Feminine suffix; 31- Clamor; 32- Pops; 33- Sibyl; 34- Mother of Calcutta; 
38- What there oughta be; 40- Chafe; 42- Palm starch; 43- Title of the emperor of Japan; 
46- Milne creation; 49- RR stop; 50- Unburden; 51- Whig opponent; 52- -speak; 53- 
Underwater missile; 57- Sneakers brand; 59- Met highlights; 60- Everlasting; 65- Wise 
men; 66- Antitoxins; 67- Wearies; 68- North Carolina university; 69- Rocker Clapton; 
70- Bucky Beaver’s toothpaste; 71- Spanish muralist; 72- Face covering; 73- Dissuade;  

DOwN: 1- Prefix with dextrous; 2- Former name of Thailand; 3- Heavenly strings; 4- 
Atlanta university; 5- Nasal cavities; 6- Person behind bars?; 7- Pack ___ (quit); 8- Cool!; 
9- Sushi choice; 10- Counselors; 11- Ragu 
competitor; 12- Kofi of the U.N.; 13- Some 
horses; 21- Sand hill by the sea; 22- Broad; 
25- Double-crosser; 26- Mild cheese; 27- 
Former French colony of north-western 
Africa; 28- Neb. neighbor; 30- Go off; 35- 
Freedom from need, labor, or pain; 36- Cpls.’ 
superiors; 37- Bang-up; 39- Face decoration 
for a brave; 41- Support for an open 
dictionary; 44- ____ Irae; 45- Singular; 47- 
City near Provo; 48- Cyst; 53- Subdues; 54- 
Papal garment; 55- Strictness; 56- Musical 
drama; 58- Marsh bird; 61- Goddess and 
sister of Ares in Greek mythology; 62- Quod 
___ demonstrandum; 63- Panamanian baby; 
64- Romanov ruler; 66- Religious sch.

Yesterday’s solution

CrOSSWOrDS
USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBErS

 ad

 

Beijing

Harbin

Tianjin

Urumqi

Xi’an

Lhasa

Chengdu

Chongqing

Kunming

Nanjing

Shanghai

Wuhan

Hangzhou

Taipei

Guangzhou

Hong Kong

28 

16 

27 

24 

29 

19 

33 

31 

29 

29 

28 

27 

28 

30 

30 

32 

WEATHEr

Moscow

Frankfurt

Paris

London

New York

drizzle 

clear 

cloudy/drizzle 

cloudy/moderate rain 

cloudy/clear 

MIN Max cONDITION

cHINa

wORlD

12 

7 

8 

4 

11 

emergency calls  999

Fire department 28 572 222

pJ (Open line) 993

pJ (Picket) 28 557 775

pSp 28 573 333

customs 28 559 944

S. J. Hospital 28 313 731

Kiang wu Hospital 28 371 333

commission against 

corruption (ccac) 28326 300

IacM 28 387 333

Tourism 28 333 000

airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283

water Supply – Report 1990 992

Telephone – Report 1000

electricity – Report 28 339 922

Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂 

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
If you haven’t tried a new restaurant 
or been out with someone new in 
a while, you are no doubt craving 
novelty by now. Explore your 
options and then find a way to make 
life more vibrant! 

April 20-May 20
Your finances are driving you to 
distraction today, so see if you can 
get them in line and at least on the 
way toward progress by the end 
of the day. Your determination is 
strong, and it’s half of what you need.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Your actions today determine how 
things are for the rest of the year — 
no pressure! The good news is that 
your energy is ready for anything, 
and you should be able to push 
things toward the positive.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You feel selfish — maybe legitimately 
so — but that doesn’t mean that you 
should stop what you’re doing! Just 
take baby steps and handle your 
own needs with the same grace you 
handle those of your people.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You have no trouble finding new 
and clever ways to say what needs 
to be said — and you have no fear of 
upsetting the powers that be! Your 
terrific energy is just right for setting 
groups back on track.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
This is not the time to be a stick in 
the mud — your life should be more 
of an adventure! It may feel awkward, 
but you are sure to find that things 
get a lot better if you just find a way 
to rebel.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You need to deal with your people 
in one way or another today — and 
that could mean tracking down 
a few of them electronically or 
reaching across continents in some 
other way.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
An impulsive purchase may lead 
you in a very odd new direction — 
but it’s one that you need to follow 
up all the way. Pay attention to 
minor clues that may show you 
where your destiny lies.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Your happiness is not dependent 
on others, usually — but today your 
people definitely enhance your 
mood! Remember to share your 
feelings with them so they know that 
whatever they’re doing is working.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Nothing really seems to be going 
your way today, but that just 
means that you need to redouble 
your efforts. Nothing is impossible 
— even things that seem to have 
already failed can be revived.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You may get riled up over something 
small today — make sure that 
you’re taking it out on the right 
people! Someone needs to hear your 
righteous fury, but you need to limit 
it to them.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Your people are practically lining up 
to help you out today — even if you 
don’t think you need anything! It’s a 
good time to dream up group tasks 
and ask for the help you are sure to 
get.

  Aquarius Pisces
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SPORTS體育

Graham Dunbar, Geneva

FiFA lacks credibility 
while Sepp Blatter is 
president, according 
to UEFA leader Mi-

chel Platini, saying his former 
mentor fears the “emptiness” 
of life after leaving football’s 
world governing body.

Blatter is clinging to power 
“at all costs,” Platini told 
French sports daily L’Equi-
pe in an interview published 
yesterday.

Ahead of the FIFA presi-
dential election on Friday, 
Platini said the 79-year-old 
Blatter had no grand plans 
for FIFA and it was “not cre-
dible” to claim he needed a 
fifth four-year term to com-
plete an unfinished mission.

“No, he is simply scared 
of the future, as he has gi-
ven his life to the institu-
tion, to the point where he 
now identifies himself fully 
with FIFA,” Platini said. “I 
understand the fear of that 
emptiness that he (Blatter) 
must have, it’s natural. But 
if he really loves FIFA, he 
should have put its interests 
ahead of his own.”

Though Platini said he 
likes Blatter on a personal 
level, his explicit criticism 
of the FIFA chief points to 
a deep rift between the two 
men. Blatter seeks to extend 
his 17-year reign at an elec-
tion many saw as a natural 
time for the former France 
great to get the top job.

He opted last August not to 
challenge Blatter in the elec-
tion of 209 FIFA member fe-
derations and now supports 
the only opponent: FIFA 
vice president Prince Ali bin 
al-Hussein of Jordan.

“I am firmly convinced that 

GuAngzhou Evergrande has spent 
over USD100 million since 2010 on 

Italian coaches like Marcello Lippi and 
Fabio Cannavaro and on South American 
talent such as Dario Conca and Ricardo 
Goulart, so leaving the 2015 Asian Cham-
pions League at the second round stage is 
certainly not part of the plan.

Cantonese club, which has won the last 
four Chinese Super League titles and the 
2013 continental crown, said goodbye to 
Lippi in November 2014 as the World 
Cup-winning coach returned to Europe 
after two and a half years of success. Can-
navaro, the 2006 World Cup-winning 
captain was hired as his replacement.

Under Cannavaro, Guangzhou topped 
a tough group in round one of the Asian 
Champions League, eliminating the 
2014 champion Western Sydney Wande-
rers along the way.

The first leg of the knockout stage did 
not go to plan however as, last Wednes-
day, the cashed-up Chinese club lost the 
first leg to South Korea’s Seongnam FC 
2-1. The mid-table K-League team won 
the game thanks to a controversial pe-
nalty in the 96th minute after Guang-
zhou had a player sent off earlier in the 
second half.

At home on Wednesday, Guangzhou 
needs a win to stay in the competition. 
After reaching at least the quarterfinals 
in all three of its previous appearances, 
bowing out at this stage would be percei-
ved as failure in Cannavaro’s debut sea-
son as a head coach.

The former defender has told his 
players to channel the disappointment 
and frustration of the first leg in front of 
what should be a crowd of over 40,000 
at the Tianhe Stadium.

“They are angry because it was a tou-
gh match and we had a red card and a 
penalty, but I trust they will use this an-
ger in the second match when we play at 
home in Guangzhou,” Cannavaro said. 
“We scored an away goal and that is very 
important, and we will look to prepare 
and we will see who passes to the next 
round.” AP

 Blatter 
is strongly 
favored to 
win another 
vote with 
widespread 
support in five 
of FIFA’s six 
continental 
regions

Angela Merkel, left, and Michel Platini, right, attend the Women’s 
Champions League Final football match between FFC Frankfurt and Paris 
Saint-Germain in Berlin, Germany, May 14

Big spending 
Guangzhou 
playing for 
Champs League 
survival 

Platini: FIFA led by Blatter 
will always lack credibility 

Ali, whom I have known on 
a personal level for years, 
would make a great FIFA 
President. He has every-
thing it takes,” Platini said 
of the prince, praising his 
“great freedom of spirit and 
independence.”

However, Blatter is stron-
gly favored to win another 
vote with widespread su-
pport in five of FIFA’s six 
continental regions. He no-
ted his longevity in office in 

a newspaper interview in his 
native Switzerland on Sun-
day.

Blatter compared himself 
to a mountain goat, telling 
the Neue Zurcher Zeitung 
he “cannot be stopped, I just 
keep going.”

Platini, now 59, was a key 
campaigner helping Blatter 
become FIFA president in 
1998 and then a long-time 
heir apparent.

“I have nothing against 
Sepp. I like him as a person 
and I respect him,” Platini 
said in an interview trans-
cript provided by UEFA. 
“We have had some good 
times together, and nothing 
and no one can take that 
away.”

Still, Platini has not forgi-
ven Blatter for going back 
on a promise at the 2011 
UEFA Congress in Paris that 
the current FIFA mandate 
would be his last. Blatter has 
since said he had the right to 
change his mind.

“And now here we are 
again, as if none of it had 
ever happened,” said the 

UEFA president, adding he 
felt he asked his members 
four years ago to support 
Blatter “on the basis of a lie.”

Then, Blatter was in a 
battle with Mohamed bin 
Hammam of Qatar who 
withdrew days before the 
election when accused of 
offering Caribbean voters 
$40,000 bribes.

FIFA and Blatter have 
spent much of the past 
four years handling fallout 
and reputational damage 
from scandals involving Bin 
Hammam and other senior 
executive committee mem-
bers, plus the controversial 
choices of Russia and Qatar 
as World Cup hosts in 2018 
and 2022, respectively.

Platini reiterated his call 
for “a breath of fresh air” at 
the top.

“And while he remains in 
place, whether he likes it or 
not, and whether it is fair 
or not, FIFA will lack credi-
bility and its image will be 
tarnished, and so it will lack 
authority.

“Moreover, it will be foo-
tball that suffers,” Platini 
said, though acknowledging 
that Blatter had “done some 
very good things.”

“FIFA will not disappear 
the moment he steps down. 
On the contrary, it would 
give FIFA the chance of a 
new lease of life,” he said.

Prince Ali offers that chan-
ce, “is always very positive 
and fights for what he belie-
ves in,” Platini said. “(H)e is 
honest and humble and co-
mes from a country that bri-
dges different cultures and 
traditions. He can bring real 
added value, and he is also 
someone who knows how to 
work in a team.” AP
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Player dies in second-division 
match in argentina 

Cristian Gomez, a player with Argentine club 
Atletico Parana, died on Sunday after collapsing 
during a second-division match. The Argentine 
Football Association match supervisor for the 
game, Ramon Gomez, said the 27-year-old defen-
der collapsed on the field in the first half of the 
match against Boca Unidos. The official said the 
player was taken to General San Martin hospi-
tal in the city of Corrientes, where doctors were 
unable to revive him. The cause of death was not 
immediately known. Alfredo Schweitzer, the pre-

sident of Boca Unidos, confirmed the death but 
offered no details. “We are awaiting the medical 
report,” he said. Boca Unidos player Jose Vizcar-
ra said Gomez seemed to die almost instantly. 
“When they took him off the field, it seemed he 
had already died,” Vizcarra said. The defender is 
the second player to die in just under two weeks 
in Argentina. Emanuel Ortega, a player for four-
th-division team San Martin de Burzaco, died 
after hitting his head on a post used to support 
fencing at the stadium.

45-65
Good

Jenna Fryer, Indianapolis 

HiS career at a cross-
roads, his confidence 

shot, Juan Pablo Montoya 
received a lifeline from The 
Captain. Roger Penske cal-
led the driver in late 2013, 
when Montoya found him-
self without a job after seven 
frustrating seasons in NAS-
CAR that had turned one of 
the baddest drivers on the 
planet into a struggling also- 
ran.

The catch? Penske’s of-
fer was a return to Indy 
cars, which Montoya had 
left behind years ago. The 
Colombian jumped at the 
opportunity and cashed in 
on it Sunday [U.S. time] 
with his second Indianapo-
lis 500 victory. The first one 
was 15 years ago and a ste-
pping stone to Formula One. 
The second one came for a 
39-year-old man who pro-
ved JPM is back.

Montoya beats Power 
for second Indy 500 win 

In a moment of sincerity 
following his win, flanked by 
Team Penske President Tim 
Cindric, Montoya briefly su-
ggested how much this one 
meant to him.

“I’m glad I am proving 
them right, that they made 
the right choice,” he said, 
pausing and lowering his 
eyes. “I’m loving racing right 
now.”

Oh, that was evident for 
two weeks at Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway, where 
Montoya confidently boas-
ted to his three teammates 
that he’d win the race.

On Sunday, he twice drove 
from the back of the field and 
fearlessly charged into the fi-
nal few laps as the leader in a 
race where few wanted to be 
out front with the checkered 
flag looming, and held off 
teammate Will Power.

That 2000 victory was 
easy, he’s always said so, 
and when a driver leads 167 

65-85
Moderate

50-70
Moderate
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Hotel guest simulation

I participated in a “guest simulation” at the new 
Marriott hotel in the Galaxy Macau in Cotai on 
Wednesday-Thursday (20-21 May). It was a 
very interesting and instructive experience.

I had not really thought about it previously, 
but clearly, you need to know that everything is 
working well before a new hotel opens its doors 
to accept paying guests. And the only real way 
to carry out this test is to invite a lot of people 
to stay and try everything out. These simula-
ted guests do not pay to stay, and reciprocate 
by carrying out a set of tasks to test the hotel’s 
systems.

We were asked to arrive before 10am and 
were given an information kit and a short brie-
fing of what we were expected to do during our 
stay. We were asked to do specific things in di-
fferent parts of the hotel and be at specific res-
taurants and other places at specific times. We 
were also asked to complete several question-
naires about our experiences. We were also 
given fake money (and credit cards) to pay for 
things and to gamble with.

One particularly interesting activity was the 
“stress test” where we were asked to turn on 
all the water, electric appliances and to turn up 
the air-conditioning and try out all the power so-
ckets, etc in all the hotels rooms at 8am to see 
if the hotel could handle the load. It seemed to 
pass with flying colors.

Understandably, many of the hotel staff had 
limited English, but they were uniformly friendly 
and pleasant so that this problem did not be-
come annoying. Also understandably, few staff 
knew much about Macau outside of the resort. 
This seems to be a general problem - most of 
my Macau born students also have little know-
ledge of Macau’s very interesting history, and 
its important place in the world.

The hotel was clearly having teething pro-
blems, but seemed to be handling the load 
well, and I did not see or hear about any “show- 
stopper” problems. Overall, the facilities looked 
good. The rooms and other facilities were good, 
but the finishes in places were a bit rough. The-
re also seemed to be a distinct lack of signage, 
but this is a relatively easily resolved problem. 
Overall the simulation exercise also seemed 
to be well thought out and managed, but the 
amount of information was confusing so that a 
more extended briefing at the beginning could 
have been worthwhile.

The whole exercise made me realize how 
complex hotel operations are, and how many 
things there are that can go wrong in so many 
ways - there is a huge amount of training and 
testing to be done before a hotel can open. 
Clearly several million patacas were spent on 
the exercise where hundreds of people stayed 
in the hotel and were fed in its restaurants and 
gambled in its casino over several days to com-
plete the testing.

I talked to one senior staff member who has 
been involved in five hotel openings in Macau, 
and he noted how challenging they were. Most 
people trained in hospitality in the region can 
expect to be involved in many openings during 
their careers and I actually think it could be very 
interesting and fruitful work. Unfortunately, and 
stupidly, given the large numbers of hotels to 
be developed in Asia in the coming 20+ years, 
it is not part of the curriculum of most hotel 
management degrees. I have actually agreed 
to teach a course in project management for 
new hotel openings at the Macau University of 
Science and Technology, and there are very 
few places where this is taught as a degree 
course anywhere.

Overall, I enjoyed my stay and enjoyed par-
ticipating in the testing, and I would be happy 
to join a similar exercise in the future. Anybody 
know where I can sign up?

Macau Matters
Richard Whitfield 

TUNISIa A Tunisian soldier 
opens fire on fellow troops 
at a military barracks in an 
unusual attack in the capital, 
and the state news agency 
says the gunman and three 
others were killed. 

yeMeN A united Nations-
sponsored peace 
conference that was to 
take place at the end of 
the month is indefinitely 
postponed, senior yemeni 
politicians say.

ISRael Former Israeli 
Prime Minister ehud 
olmert is sentenced to 
eight months in prison 
for unlawfully accepting 
money from a u.S. 
supporter, capping the 
dramatic downfall of a 
man who hoped to bring 
about a historic peace 
agreement with the 
Palestinians. More on p14

FRaNce’s president says 
his country’s strong showing 
at this year’s Cannes film 
festival is no accident — 
suggesting it’s partly thanks 
to government subsidies. 
France has had long dry 
spells without prizes at 
Cannes. This year, unusually, 
five French films were 
selected for competition. 
The jury, led by American 
directors Joel and ethan 
Coen, handed three prizes 
to French winners, including 
the top prize for Jacques 
Audiard’s migrant drama 
“dheepan.”

pOlaND Voters have 
sent a strong signal that 
they are unhappy with 
the country’s direction, 
unseating a president 
despite the country’s years 
of fast economic growth 
and unprecedented stability. 
Challenger Andrzej duda, 
a right-wing member of the 
european Parliament, won 
the country’s presidential 
election Sunday with 52 
percent of the vote to 48 
percent for the incumbent, 
Bronislaw Komorowski.

USa-IRaQ The Islamic 
State group’s takeover 
of the provincial capital 
ramadi prompts criticism 
from defense Secretary 
Ash Carter that raises new 
questions about the obama 
administration’s strategy to 
defeat the extremist group. 
More on p14

of the 200 laps, it clearly was 
a relaxed Sunday drive.

Win No. 2 was a battle 
from the very beginning. 
Montoya started 15th but 
an accident on the first lap 
brought out the caution 
and Montoya was hit from 
behind by Simona de Silves-
tro under yellow. He had to 
pit to repair the damage and 
restarted second-to-last in 
the field.

After working his way back 
through the field, he was pe-
nalized for running over his 
air hose during a pit stop — 
and again was sent deep into 
the pack.

“Montoya coming from all 
the way in the back — I’ll tell 
you, you give that guy the 
bit and put it in his mouth... 
he doesn’t give up,” Penske 
said.

His victory gave Penske 
his 16th Indianapolis 500 
win, and first since He-
lio Castroneves in 2009. 
Penske also joined Chip 
Ganassi as the only owners 
to win the Daytona 500 and 
the Indianapolis 500 in the 
same year. Ganassi did it in 
2010; Joey Logano won the 
Daytona 500 for Penske in 
February.

The 15 years between Indy 
500 victories are a record 
for a driver, surpassing A.J. 
Foyt, who needed 10 years 
between his third and fourth 
wins.  AP

The opening ceremony of the Feast of the Drunken Dragon was held yesterday at Senado Square.

AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon  dEcisiVE MOMENT
THe

Juan Pablo Montoya, of Colombia, leads the mythical race
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