
Founder & Publisher  Kowie Geldenhuys     editor-in-ChieF  Paulo Coutinho

“ THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’ ”

MoP 5.00
hKd 7.50

Blackberry email service 
powered by CTM

 P10

N KOREAN space 
agency officials say the 
country is developing 
a more advanced Earth 
observation satellite and 
are defending their right to 
conduct rocket launches 
whenever they see fit, 
despite protests by the 
United States and others 
that the launches are 
aimed primarily at honing 
military-use technologies.

USA-TAIWAN Taiwan’s 
opposition presidential 
candidate Tsai Ing-
wen says on a visit to 
Washington that if she 
comes to power in January 
elections, her government 
would have a responsibility 
to contribute to peace and 
stability in relations with 
mainland China. 

INDIA A group of rebels 
using rocket-propelled 
grenades and automatic 
weapons ambush a 
military convoy in India’s 
insurgency-wracked 
northeast, killing at least 
20 soldiers and wounding 
more than a dozen others. 

MYANMAR says thousands 
of migrants left the 
country to seek better jobs 
elsewhere, and were not 
fleeing persecution, a day 
after bringing to shore about 
730 migrants, the latest 
arrivals in Southeast Asia’s 
ongoing crisis. More on p12

CAMBODIA-AUSTRALIA 
Four asylum seekers 
rejected by Australia start 
a new life in Cambodia, 
becoming the first to 
be resettled under a 
deal between the two 
nations that human rights 
advocates criticize as 
misguided and inhumane. 
More on p12

More on  backpage

housing insufficiencies 
acknowledged 

hengqin car regulations 
unknown 

The lack of facilities at the Seac 
Pai Van social housing project 
is having a negative impact, 
says Chan Meng Kam 

A lawmaker criticizes the 
lack of information about the 
regulations for Macau-licensed 
vehicles in Hengqin
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We want 
freedom to say 
what we want, 
without hurting 
others. We 
want people to 
know the truth

Maria de FátiMa BraNdão
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Hundreds sat so-
lemnly at the heart 
of the city last night 
marking the 26th 

anniversary of the Tiananmen 
massacre in 1989, when tens of 
thousands students were crushed 
to death by tanks. Despite the ob-
viously low turnout compared to 
last year’s, the unanimous goal 
of the candlelit vigil remains the 
same: to seek democracy realiza-
tion in China and vindication of 
the deceased.

Lawmaker Ng Kuok Cheong, 
one of the vigil’s promoters, 
has for many years been refu-
sing to forget what happened 
in Tiananmen Square back 
in 1989. “China still has one 
party only, and therefore the 
problem remains,” he stated. 
The lawmaker pledged to conti-
nue promoting democracy here 
in Senado Square, and remem-
bering Tiananmen is an impor-
tant step.

Among those taking part in the 
candlelight vigil yesterday, a smi-

The fact that the Seac 
Pai Van social hou-

sing project opened wi-
thout having concluded 
work on all of its social 
facilities is having an 
impact on the daily li-
velihood of the people 
that live there, lawmaker 
Chan Meng Kam said yes-
terday during a Follow-up 
Committee for a Public 
Administration Affairs 

Generations come together to mark 
Tiananmen crackdown 26 years on  

Seac Pai Van project insufficiencies acknowledged 
meeting. 

The committee is 
asking government de-
partments for opinions 
on the revision of the 
affordable housing law. 
After a closed-door con-
ference yesterday after-
noon where members 
chiefly addressed the 
issue of long-idle public 
housing units in the city, 
Chan Meng Kam, who 

presides over the com-
mittee, told media that 
the authorities are now 
awaiting opinions from 
the CCAC on devising a 
legal definition of “non- 
occupation” to deal with 
cases where the afforda-
ble flat owners have lent 
those flats to others.

Aside from the modifi-
cation to the law, commi-
ttee members also came 

to a consensus with the 
government that efforts 
to improve residents’ li-
velihood in the Seac Pai 
Van area have to be ram-
ped up as disgruntled ci-
tizens have complained 
that the shortage of su-
pporting facilities there 
has taken a toll on their 
lives after moving into 
the social housing units.

Chan Meng Kam said: 

“Residents reflected that 
their children could ar-
rive at school on time by 
getting up at seven thirty 
whereas since living in 
Seac Pai Van they might 
be late for school even if 
they got up at six thirty.”

The committee head 
also mentioned that the 
neighborhood was in 
need of facilities such 
as supermarkets, wet 

markets, schools and a 
more refined transport 
network, all of which, 
he presumed, might be 
behind the low occupa-
tion rates of the housing 
units there. 

The legislative assem-
bly passed the revamp of 
the affordable housing 
law in a plenary mee-
ting in the middle of last 
month. Staff reporter

ling elderly woman in a wheel-
chair stood out from the crowd. 
Seated right next was her dau-
ghter, Maria de Fátima Brandão, 
who has been participating in the 
rally for the past decade.

“My mother was here in Ma-
cau when it happened and she 
took action. They also organized 
a gathering; it was something 
that went peacefully. Now she 
is 92 years old and I have been 
bringing her here for almost ten 
years,” she said.

Maria de Fátima was studying 
in Japan back in 1989, whe-
re she received the news of the 
Tiananmen protests. “I am here 
for the memory of what happe-
ned in 1989. I came here with 
my mother because we want to 
keep the memory alive and tell 
people what happened. We want 
freedom to say what we want, 

without hurting others. We want 
people to know the truth,” she 
stressed.  

In recent years, the vigil has 
also been capturing the atten-
tion of younger generations. A 
sixteen-year-old Macau resident, 
surnamed Lei, has likewise been 
joining the June 4 vigil for the 
past three years. He stressed that 
the reason why he’s been taking 
part has changed over time: “Be-
fore I joined because I personally 
felt angry for what happened to 
those students. But this time 
I came here because I want to 
know what other people in Ma-
cau think about this.”

Although he believes that Ma-
cau citizens are currently not 
interested in political affairs, Lei 
trusts that the apathy will soon be 
over, since Hong Kong has been 
fighting for universal suffrage. “I 

believe that after what happened 
in Hong Kong more people will 
take part in these activities.”

Political scientist Eric Sautede, 
who also took part yesterday, 
recalled that the event is bigger 
than it used to be, although not 
reaching the number of partici-
pants seen last year. 

“Last year, was exceptional be-
cause [of the protests of] May 25 
and 27. There was a momentum 
(…) but it’s bigger than it used 
to be, and it’s an indication of a 
growing awareness and people’s 
growing sense to be more politi-
cally engaged,” he said.

Encouraged by her daughter 
and grandson, an elderly lady 
who only gave her surname, 
Leung, also made the decision 
to attend. “I was on the main-
land when the June 4 incident 
took place, I wasn’t sure of what 

happened at that time […] We 
weren’t allowed to talk about it, 
” said the 76-year-old senior sit-
ting on a stool. “I learnt a lot sin-
ce I started my life here in Macau 
in 1990. I’ll come as long as there 
is still a vigil in the future.”

Another participant from the 
mainland who has worked in the 
local media industry for eight 
years told the Times that she was 
so moved by the enthusiasm felt 
at the memorial that she insists 
on passing on the message to the 
next generation.

“It was my first time attending 
the event although I knew the vi-
gil for years. Macau people made 
me […] how should I put it? Un-
der the tightened censorship on 
the mainland […] Usually Hong 
Kong would host such events, yet 
Macau was submissive. I felt so 
delighted to see so many people 
here willing to grasp history,” 
said the lady. “At least we should 
seek truth, justice and integrity 
which are universal virtues.”

Anson Yeung, a fresh graduate 
from the neighboring SAR, whe-
re a massive assembly is also held 
annually to mark the bloody cra-
ckdown (see page 11), was also 
among the participants last ni-
ght. “It feels more grave in Hong 
Kong, yet it doesn’t feel so much 
like that here,” said the young ar-
chitect who just spent five mon-
ths here. However, he refused to 
disclose much for fear of being 
denied entry into Macau in the 
future, in reference to the past few 
cases where HK journalists and 
outspoken advocates were turned 
back upon arrival. MDT
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The Health Bureau (SSM) has 
denied rumors that a South Ko-

rean woman had been isolated for 
possible Middle East Respiratory 
Syndrome (MERS) after she sought 
treatment at Tap Seac’s public Heal-
th Center. 

“This information isn’t true and 
therefore the Health Bureau wishes 
to clarify that there are no suspec-
ted cases [of MERS in Macau,]” 
SSM said in a statement issued yes-
terday. 

The bureau added that in the case 
of a patient needing to be put into 
isolation they would disclose the re-
levant information in good time. 

Although there are no suspected 
cases of MERS in Macau, autho-
rities are still searching for a Sou-
th Korean visitor who entered the 
city after coming into contact with 
a MERS patient last week (May 26) 
on Asiana Airlines flight OZ723 
from Seoul to Hong Kong.

SSM also clarified yesterday that it 
did not disclose the personal data of 
a citizen who had traveled with the 
initial South Korean MERS patient. 
“Today a few media outlets released 
a passport photo of an individual, 

The Environmental Protection Bureau 
(DSPA) is launching a series of acti-

vities and awareness raising campaigns 
to mark the widely celebrated World En-
vironment Day on June 5. DSPA is orga-
nizing The Macau Environmental Week 
2015, which kicked off on June 1 and will 
run until Sunday.

On Sunday, a festival to commemorate 
the World Environment Day will be held 
at 3:30 p.m. at Tap Seac Square. DSPA 
stressed in a press release that this is one 
of the key activities to raise awareness 
of environmental protection and coope-
ration between Guangdong, Macau and 
Hong Kong. 

The festival will feature a set of workshops 
aimed at encouraging and teaching citizens 
how to sort waste for recycling. 

This year, the Macau Environmental 
Week is focusing on the issue of waste 
management and reduction. DSPA advi-
ses Macau residents to think wisely when 
purchasing goods to avoid producing 
unwanted waste. Furthermore, the bureau 
suggests for citizens “to value food produ-
ce” and avoid food waste, while also encou-
raging people to reduce the use of plastic 
bags and support recycling activities. 

DSPA raises 
awareness over 
environmental 
protection

Workers wearing protective gears spray 
anti-septic solution in an airplane amid rising 
public concerns over the spread of MERS virus 
at Incheon International Airport, South Korea

Health Bureau denies isolating 
South Korean woman

stating that he had traveled on the 
same flight as a confirmed [Sou-
th Korean] MERS patient,” SSM 
said, adding that the bureau did not 
provide any media outlets with the 
man’s passport photo, which is now 
circulating on the Internet. 

“In order to find a South Korean 
man [who traveled on the same fli-
ght as the initial MERS patient], 

SSM requested the help of local 
hotels sending them a few details 
about the individual, namely his 
name and passport number via a 
confidential fax,” the bureau stated.

SSM warned citizens to comply 
with the Personal Data Protection 
Act, advising them not to release or 
share the individual’s passport pho-
to. Finally, the bureau has also re-
quested those who have shared the  
picture to delete it immediately. 

SSM disclosed on Sunday that 
apart from five passengers who 
had been identified as being in clo-
se contact with the initial MERS 
patient, there were also 26 Korean 
passengers on the same flight who 
visited Macau between May 26 
and 28. Border checkpoint records 
showed that they all left Macau 
on May 28 and 29, except for one. 
The initial patient, a 44-year-old 
South Korean man who traveled 
from Seoul to Hong Kong last week 
ignoring travel warnings, was con-
firmed as China’s first MERS pa-
tient. He neglected to tell a nurse at 
the airport’s health checkpoint that 
he had a fever. He later took two bu-
ses to Huizhou. CP
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Leong Veng Chai has 
urged the government 
to plan ahead before the 
clearance arrangement 

for Macau-licensed vehicles to 
drive in Hengqin comes into 
force. He stressed that pressure 
is likely to increase at the bor-
der checkpoint with Hengqin. 

In a written enquiry, the 
lawmaker alluded to a state-
ment made recently by the 
director general of the Heng-
qin New Area Administrative 
Committee, Niu Jing, who told 
the media that the clearance 
arrangement for Macau-licen-
sed vehicles to drive in Heng-
qin would be announced before 
August.

Leong Veng Chai recalled that 
the current infrastructure and 
equipment at the border che-
ckpoint might not be enough 
to meet the increasing demand 
to ensure that Macau-licensed 
vehicles are allowed to drive on 
the neighboring island. 

“With only three months left 

The Macau Cultural Centre annou-
nced yesterday that it will be sta-

ging additional shows for “The Forest of 
Grimm” and “Flying Cow,” two puppet 
and dance performances coming from 
Spain and The Netherlands. Both shows 
will hit CCM’s ARTmusing Summer sta-
ge in August, as part of a series that ce-
lebrates the arts through more than 25 
performances. Tickets for the additional 
shows will be available from today.

“Flying Cow” is a dance show for young 
children over 4 years old by the De Stilte 
dance company, a Dutch group that has 
been touring the world since 1994 with 
the aim of encouraging children to create 
stories of their own. Through dance, crea-
tors found a way to open up new horizons 
where no spoken words are needed and 
imagination is the only required skill.

“The Forest of Grimm” is a performan-
ce without words conceived by Spanish 
group La Maquiné. The show offers a 
visual feast of puppets, objects and pro-
jections, performed to the sound of Mo-
ther Goose Suite, Ravel’s masterpiece 
for children. 

Regulation for Macau-licensed 
vehicles in Hengqin unknown 

Additional 
shows for 
CCM’s 
ARTmusing 
Summer

until August, the govern-
ment hasn’t put forward 
any proposals to solve 
several legal matters, na-
mely differences in driving 
licenses from Macau and 
China,” he said. 

Furthermore, the law- 
maker asked the govern-

ment whether it is conside-
ring moving forward with 
the mutual recognition of 
driving licenses – an issue 
that has raised controversy 
in recent years. Lawmaker 
Leong recalled that there 
are differences not only in 
Macau and China’s driving 

rules but also in road signs.
“The Hengqin border che-

ckpoint is operating around 
the clock; gaming conces-
sionaires are now driving 
their employees [who live 
on the mainland] to this 
border checkpoint, which 
increases pressure and tra-
ffic in the area. With the im-
plementation of a clearance 
arrangement for Macau 
vehicles to enter Hengqin, 
the work volume at the bor-
der is bound to increase sig-
nificantly,” he stressed.

Lawmaker Leong reques-
ted for the government to 
assess whether extra equi-
pment at the border will 
be enough to meet future 
demand. 

He recalled that, “this is 
a matter that has captured 
society’s attention again, as 
we have only three months 
until August and no further 
policies have been announ-
ced.” CP
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Infrastructure 
has never been 
more important 
to global 
growth

MICHAEL BEAR

MACAU 澳聞

Brook Yang

Over 1,000 representatives 
including policy makers and 

industry leaders from around 50 
countries and regions are gathe-
ring in town for an annual dialo-
gue on further international in-
frastructure cooperation, as the 
Sixth International Infrastructu-
re Investment and Construction 
Forum (IIICF) commenced yes-
terday at the Venetian Macao.

In light of the increasingly 
apparent trend of regional eco-
nomic integration, the Forum 
this year focuses on international 
infrastructure cooperation inno-
vative models.

In his keynote speech, Sri 
Lanka’s Minister of Ports and 
Shipping, Arjuuna Ranatunga, 
acknowledged a wide recogni-
tion of the potential benefits of 
regional economic integration in 
magnifying infrastructure coope-
ration across different regions.

In response to China’s attemp-
ts to initiate a “Belt and Road” 
blueprint, the minister said that 
his island country is keen to de-
velop into an international shi-
pping hub that networks with the 
rest of Asia. “We cannot afford 
to postpone making a decision 
on this issue, which is already 
behind by at least ten years,” he 
said, adding that the theme of 
this year’s forum is “timely and 
hosts immense significance.”

“I believe that infrastructure 
has never been more important 
to global growth,” said Michael 
Bear, Chairman of the UKTI 

The annual IIICF has 
once again put Ma-

cau’s platform role into the 
spotlight. Speaking of the 
city’s potential role in the 
regional “Belt and Road” 
Initiative, Mr Sun Ziyu, 
Vice President of the state- 
owned China Communica-
tions Construction Com-
pany (CCCC), suggested 
that a development fund 
could be set up locally to 
invest in Lusophone coun-
tries’ infrastructure.

Macau daily Times – 
What’s Macau’s posi-
tion on the country’s 
initiatives of building 
a modern silk road 
economic belt and a 
maritime silk road?

sun Ziyu – I think 

Sun Ziyu

InTErVIEW | SUn ZIyU

‘Signing contracts is to set up a common link’

CooPErATIon

Developing countries’ top politicians 
attend forum in town

Regeneration Investment Orga-
nization and UK Special Envoy 
for Sustainable Urbanization to 
China.

The diplomat cited analysists’ 
estimates that USD57 trillion of 
investment is needed in global 
infrastructure between 2013 and 
2030, simply to keep up with 

world GDP growth; whilst spen-
ding on infrastructure projects 
will double between now and 
2025 to reach USD9 trillion per 
year.

“Overall, close to USD78 trillion 
is expected to be spent globally 
between 2014-2025. To put that 
into context, this is more than 
the total estimated value of to-
day’s infrastructure. So there is a 
great need for new infrastructure 
which reflects our shifting econo-
mic and demographic trends,” he 
explained.

On the other hand, speakers 
stressed that investment gaps 
have become increasingly promi-
nent and thus are a key challenge 
that needs to be addressed for fur-
ther international cooperation.

Zambia’s Minister of Mines, 

Energy and Water Development, 
Christopher Yaluma, told the fo-
rum that “on infrastructure de-
velopment, Africa alone needs 
approximately USD93 billion to 
close the infrastructure gap.”

In Latin America and the Ca-
ribbean (LAC), only 2.5 percent 
of DGP is invested into infras-
tructure, according to the Inter- 
American Development Bank’s 
Vice President for Private Sector 
& Non-Sovereign Operations, 
Hans Schulz. “Yet the region re-
quires 5 percent to stay compe-
titive. That’s an investment gap, 
and a business opportunity, of 
USD170 billion annually,” he 
told the packed forum hall.

The expert indicated that not 
only is there room for invest-
ment, but there is also a broa-

der range of infrastructure and 
services to be covered. As for the 
Chinese investment in the LAC 
region two years ago, almost 90 
percent of it was concentrated on 
extractive activities, particularly 
mining and hydrocarbons. “Chi-
nese investment needs to grow 
and diversify to deepen the pro-
ductive integration with Latin 
America,” he suggested.

“The key to success in raising 
enough investment for tomor-
row’s essential infrastructure 
rests in finding the optimum ba-
lance between public and priva-
te money. Future infrastructure 
will need to be investment-grade 
and packaged as genuinely in-
vestible opportunities,” Mr Bear 
also suggested.

Incremental global investment 
opportunity is also expected to 
make infrastructure greener and 
climate-resilient, the speakers 
repeatedly stressed.

“Climate change is putting tre-
mendous pressure on infrastruc-
ture, which can’t quite keep up. 
(…) To foster long-term develo-
pment, sustainability in infras-
tructure design is paramount,” 
said Mr Schulz.

Apart from “hard” infrastructu-
res such as transport and energy, 
some regions have long neglec-
ted the construction of “soft” 
infrastructure, such as policies, 
regulations, systems, capacity, 
and institutions to support the 
development and efficient ope-
ration of physical structures, 
Sri Lankan Minister Ranatunga 
pointed out.

Macau can play three ro-
les in the “One Belt and 
One Road” [initiative]. 
One is just like this fo-
rum and also the Chi-
na-Portuguese-speaking 
Countries Forum. So the 

first step is to link them 
with Macau’s platform. 
Second, the local gover-
nment wants Macau to 
become a regional finan-
cial center, so why don’t 
you set up a Macau Fund, 

maybe with joint capital, 
or maybe with capital 
from Macau? Especially 
the mainland Chinese 
companies would invest 
through this platform, 
because they would have 
a permanent secretariat 
for China-Portuguese 
speaking countries. This 
will make it easier to 
coordinate at the top go-
vernment level and help 
the companies solve a 
lot of problems. [If] you 
need policies to support 
it, you can through this 
platform – only in Ma-
cau, no other cities.

MdT – how will such 
a fund help Macau?

sZ – To do invest-
ment, you need money. 

The Macau government 
has some, but not a lar-
ge amount of influence 
over the AIIB [Asian In-
frastructure Investment 
Bank]. If you set up a 
fund, you should focus 
on “One Belt, One Road” 
relative countries and 
on Portuguese-speaking 
countries – it’s an advan-
tage to Macau.

MdT – Why is it im-
portant for the CCCC 
to participate in this 
Forum?

sZ – We can use this 
platform to sign contrac-
ts with Latin American 
countries; a railway up-
grade and maintenance 
project with Uruguay. 
Signing contracts is to set 

up a common link. Many 
ministers are in Macau 
and they can visit our pro-
jects, like the Macau In-
ternational Airport, whi-
ch has CCCC as the main 
contractor; they can visit 
the Grande Lisboa, and 
also the C370, [a section 
of] the Light Rail Tran-
sit (LRT), even the Hong 
Kong-Macau-Zhuhai Bri-
dge site. So these minis-
ters visit… it’s better to 
see something with their 
own eyes than hearing 
about it from others. We 
leave them with a very 
strong impression, give 
them more confidence, 
so Chinese companies get 
more opportunities. This 
is the main purpose for 
the platform. BY



fri 05.06.2015

7
 

th Anniversary

 

 ad

7
 bUSINESS分析

A high performance athlete has to handle 
other issues than just practicing and compe-
ting. People like Rafael Nadal, LeBron James, 
Usain Bolt, Fernando Alonso and Neymar 
surely have the best structure possible around 
them, so they can focus 100% when they are 
playing or training in order to become the best 
in what they do. 

My reasoning is simple: if I want to be one of 
the best in my sport, I must plan my professio-
nal routine and optimize my time. Here is my 
routine: 

Morning
I wake up at 11 am and Zilda, the lady who 

works at my house, has already prepared 
breakfast. Without her, life would be way har-
der. 

exercise
Around 1 pm my trainer is already there for 

a Muay Thai. Practicing sports helps me to re-
lieve stress and get more resistant. However, I 
try not to kill myself training, because I have a 
day of grinding ahead. It is important to have 
equilibrium. 

Food
I finish training at 2:30 pm and, guess what, 

lunch is ready! Having someone handling the 
kitchen is so important. It is a lot easier to eat 
healthy. Eating well helps me concentrate on 
my work. 

To work! 
I start grinding at 3 pm and usually feel ready 

to play my ‘A’ game. In order to be always focu-
sed, the physical structure I created in my hou-
se helps a lot. I always start from the same spot, 

where I sit in my grandmother’s armchair. It 
is so comfortable! If in the middle of the day I 
want to change, there is another setup with a 
regular office chair, with two monitors. Later, 
when there are only a few tables left, I can move 
to the couch setup, where I can even play laying 
down. It is a perfect setup at the end of the day, 
because I feel relaxed right at the end of the 
grind, when fatigue starts to show up just when 
you are playing a final table! 

More work! really?
It is not over yet. Between all that, I have to 

find time to write for the PokerStars Blog, for 
my personal blog, record video blogs and other 
videos, coach, give interviews... for all that, my 
cousin Leonardo Brescia helps me to take care 
of all work outside the tables. Without Leo, I 
would never be able to call myself a high per-
formance grinder. 

Did you note the people around me are cru-
cial in the process to achieve my goals as an 
athlete? I think it’s impossible to handle every-
thing by yourself. 

My structure can look a little too much for 
you, but I’m sure Neymar’s and Nadal’s are 
way bigger than mine. It doesn’t matter; the 
important thing is that the structure is what 
you need to get the best productivity. 

At the end, it can be a losing day. Well, most 
days are losing days in a grinder’s life. But, if 
I keep my team structure working with me, 
I know I am doing the right thing in the long 
term. 2013 was there to prove me that. Coin-
cidence? I can’t say for sure. The only thing I 
know is that I’ll keep things that way. 

What about you? Do you still think playing 
poker is just about sitting down and registe-
ring? 

PROJECT POKER
 BY CAIO PESSAgNO

A high performance grinder

REAL ESTATE MATTERS
The top 25 questions we are asked about Macau property
Part 1 of 5

A version of this article appeared 
during February 2014

25. Question: Its so expensive, 
how can I afford to buy a proper-
ty here ?
This question comes up a lot from 
‘would-be’ first time buyers.
The first thing to understand is of 
course that the bank will loan you a 
lot of the money that is required to 
buy a property. 
If you are a Macau resident, it is possi-
ble get up to 70% of the property price 
funded by the bank. That still leaves 
30% of the price to come up with thou-
gh, and even on an apartment costing 
MOP4m, you will have to find $1.2m in 
cash for the initial deposit.
There are lots of ways that you can get 
your families and friends to help you 
out with the purchase. For example, it’s 
possible for more than one person to 
co-sign for a property, so you could con-
sider buying a property with a partner.

24. Question: What should I ex-
pect to find in a furnished / un-
furnished apartment
In summary;
Unfurnished generally means that 
there are no pieces of furniture such 
as chairs or TV. No surprise there.
However, you would usually expect 
to find ‘white goods’ still in the apart-
ment such as fridge, freezer, washing 

machine etc.
In addition, you could also expect to 
see air-conditioning units, and basic 
kitchen appliances such as an oven 
and / or a cook top.
In a furnished apartment, you would 
expect to find chairs, tables, tv’s, sofa, 
etc, but may not have such things as 
cutlery or plates.
In a ‘fully furnished’ apartment, the 
general idea is that you can walk into 
the apartment with a suitcase, unpack 
and live there. So the apartment wou-
ld have cutlery, bed linen, towels etc.

23. Question: What costs are in-
volved when I buy a property ?
First you have the price of the proper-
ty of course. But there are other fees 
that you should be aware of.
‘Stamp Duty’ (see full explanation la-
ter) is a tax paid to the government on 
the price paid for the property. It is 
1% on the first $2m, 2% for the next 
$2m, and 3% on everything over $4m.
Agency Fees are normally 1% of the 
purchase price, and are paid by both 
buyer and seller.
Legal fees and registration fees vary, 
but in general you can allow 5% of the 
price of the property to cover all re-
lated fees (including stamp duty and 
legal fees), and you wont be far away.

22. Question: When should I get 
my 2 months security deposit 

back ?
Security deposits are usually returna-
ble within 2 weeks according to most 
tenancy agreements.
The security deposit should be retur-
ned in full unless both parties agree to 
make deductions from the deposits.
We usually manage to pass back se-
curity deposits within 2 working days 
of a tenant checking out of a property, 
and its sometimes possible to arrange 
a refund of the deposit upon the che-
ckout itself.

21. Question: Where should I 
buy in Macau ?
Whether you are buying a home or an 
investment property, its tough to go 
wrong in Taipa. It’s close to the Cotai 
Strip, gives easy access to the Taipa 
ferry terminal, and you can be in Ma-
cau in minutes if required.
If you want value for money, you will 
find prices in Macau a little lower, and 
this may be an option if your job is on 
the peninsula as well.
Coloane, usually Hellene Gardens, is 
great if you crave a more ‘rural’ exis-
tence, and prefer easy access to trails 
and beaches as opposed to the hustle 
and bustle of the built up areas. It also 
offers great value for money as a place 
to live.

Next week: The next 5 most popular 
questions.

Juliet Risdon is a Director of JML Property and a property investor. 
Having established the company in 1994, JML Property offers 
Investment Property & Homes. It specializes in managing 
properties for owners and investors, and providing attractive and 
comfortable homes for tenants.

www.JMLProperty.com
info@JMLProperty.com Juliet risdon
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“Go Shopping 2015” will be held 
at The Venetian Macao Cotai Expo 
Hall A between 5 and 7 June. Apart 
from promoting the activity via its 
service network, during the exhibi-
tion, CTM will set up a sales booth 
where an array of telecom services 
and products will be offered at dis-
counted price.

In the 3-day exhibition, at CTM’s 
Booth located at C31 & C32, smart 
phone plan subscribers are eligi-
ble to enjoy a MOP300 discount 
off handset prices, as well as dou-
ble data usage up to 10GB for an 
extra MOP68. Moreover, “CTM 
No. 1 Club” members subscribing 
to specific data service plans can 
buy a Samsung Galaxy S6 edge at 
special price of MOP1,980 (original 
price: MOP6,810), as well as recei-
ving a Clear Cover for free and re-
deeming a wireless charger at half 

Sands Retail has won the RLI Sho-
pping Centre Renovation Award 2015 
for its renovation program at The Sho-
ppes at Marina Bay Sands, Singapo-
re’s luxury shopping mall. The award 
forms part of the Global RLI Awards 

ctm supports “go shopping 2015” sands retail wins accolade in retail industry awards

price. In addition, a 15% discount 
offer is available for the purchase of 
standalone handsets.

Residents are entitled a special 
monthly charge of MOP265 for 
subscribing to “No. 1 Home Fiber 
Broadband 50” service plans with 
waiver of installation fees, as well as 
giveaway of selected wireless rou-
ters, while subscribers of other “No. 
1 Home Fiber Broadband” service 
plans can enjoy up to MOP1,500 
discount for purchase of selected 
tablets or smart phones. 

During the 3-day exhibition, resi-
dent “Like” the CTM Buddy Face-
book Page or follow CTM Buddy 
Wechat will get a complimentary gift 
at CTM booth for free, while stocks 
last. 

“Go Shopping 2015” is open from 
12 pm - 9 pm today and tomorrow, 
and 12pm – 8pm on Sunday.

2015, the retail industry’s Awards pro-
gram.

This year’s award builds on Sands 
Retail’s achievement in the Global RLI 
Awards last year, when another Sands 
Retail property, Shoppes at Four Sea-

Elena Becatoros 
and Derek Gatopoulos, Athens 

GreeCe remains at 
loggerheads with its 
creditors over key 
economic reforms af-

ter a meeting between Prime 
Minister Alexis Tsipras and the 
head of the European Union’s 
executive arm failed to yield a 
breakthrough on the release of 
vital bailout loans.

And with senior members of 
Greece’s governing radical left 
Syriza party stressing that they 
cannot accept a package of mea-
sures proposed by the country’s 
creditors, markets across Eu-
rope sank yesterday. With time 
running out, there are real fears 
that Athens won’t secure a deal 
that will see it get remaining 
bailout funds to avoid going 

Shai Oster

AlIbaba Group Hol-
dings Ltd. is paying 

1.2 billion yuan (USD193.5 
million) for a stake in one of 
China’s most influential bu-
siness media companies, as 
the e-commerce company 
expands into financial-in-
formation services.

China Business News, a 
television and newspaper 
company that’s part of the 
state-owned Shanghai Me-
dia Group Inc., and Alibaba 
will create a financial data 
and information service for 
Chinese businesses, the e-
commerce company said, 
without disclosing details of 
its stake.

The two intend to use Ali-
baba’s trove of customer 
data and cloud computing 
technology to create a servi-
ce that can help enterprises 
make investment decisions, 
Alibaba said in a statement 
yesterday. The envisioned 
information service, targe-
ted at small and mid-sized 
enterprises, marks Alibaba’s 
entry into the business of 
providing news and infor-
mation for investment.

The venture will also let 
mobile users of Alibaba 
auction site Taobao access 
the China Business News’s 
wealth-management infor-

Greece’s Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras

Alibaba expands into 
financial news with China 
media investment

mation service.
Alibaba has increasingly 

tapped data collected from 
its network of hundreds 
of millions of buyers and 
sellers to establish and offer 
banking and credit services. 
Affiliate Ant Financial Servi-
ces Group is already marke-
ting financial products.

Ant Financial’s Yu’E Bao, 
the world’s fourth-biggest 
money fund, saw its assets 
under management swell 
to 711.7 billion yuan ($115 
billion) as of March 31. That 
was up 132.8 billion yuan 
from the end of last year, 
according to the fund’s ma-
nagement firm.

Alibaba and Shanghai Me-
dia Group in November said 
they wanted to explore ways 
to work together, in areas 
from technology and resear-
ch to marketing.

The investment in China 
Business News is the latest 
of a slew of deals Alibaba 
has engineered over the 
past year. The ecommerce 
company has announced 17 
deals worth $2.2 billion in 
the past 12 months, inclu-
ding investments into logis-
tics and taxi hailing apps.

That figure doesn’t inclu-
de deals by funds backed by 
Alibaba Chairman Jack Ma, 
such as Yunfeng Financial 
Holdings Ltd. Bloomberg

Greece at loggerheads 
with creditors over 
reforms for cash

bankrupt.
The Athens stock exchange 

was trading about 2 percent 
lower in mid-day trading yes-
terday, while the Stoxx 50 of 
leading European shares was 
down 1.5 percent.

There had been high hopes 
that Tsipras’ meeting with 
Commission President Jean-
Claude Juncker, which ran 
into the early hours of yester-
day, would at the least begin to 
show the outlines of a deal that 
would release the 7.2 billion 
euros ($8.2 billion) remaining 
in Greece’s remaining bailout 
fund.

Though progress appears to 
have been made on the level of 
the budget surplus that Athens 
has to run in the years ahead, 
the two sides remain far apart 
on issues such as sales taxes 

and pensions.
“If the government accepted 

this proposal, it would have 
been a disorderly retreat and an 
agreement to our submission,” 
Social Security Minister Dimi-
tris Stratoulis told Parliament.

“The entire package of propo-
sals that were submitted yes-
terday are rejectable by our go-
vernment,” he said, describing 
them as an attempt by bailout 
lenders to impose “neo-colo-
nialism.”

Time is pressing, as the Eu-
ropean part of Greece’s bai-
lout officially runs out at the 
end of the month and the 
country faces about 1.6 billion 
euros in repayments to the In-
ternational Monetary Fund in 
June. The first installment, a 
relatively low amount of just 
over 300 million euros, is due 
today.

While there had been doub-
ts Greece would be able to pay 
due to a liquidity crunch, Tsi-
pras indicated there would be 
no problem, telling reporters in 
Brussels “don’t worry about it.” 
Other installments are due on 
June 12, 16 and 19.

Speaking after the meeting, 
Tsipras said the talks had been 
“friendly and constructive,” but 
dismissed outright some of the 
proposals by the institutions 
overseeing Greece’s bailout — 
the European Central Bank, 
Commission and IMF.

“The conclusion of this dis-
cussion is that the proposal 
the Greek side has submitted 
remains the only realistic and 
constructive proposal on the ta-
ble,” he said. AP
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sons in Macau, also took the RLI Sho-
pping Centre Renovation Award. As 
well as properties in Singapore and 
Macau, Sands Retail’s shopping mall 
portfolio also spans retail property in 
the US.

“It’s a real honor to accept this award 
on behalf of Sands Retail, which I be-
lieve underscores our hard work and 
commitment to ensuring that our malls 
offer the very best that luxury retail has 
to offer,” said David Sylvester, Execu-
tive Vice President of Global Retail, 
Las Vegas Sands Corp. “It’s particu-
larly pleasing to have won this award 
for the second year in a row. Despi-
te the current challenging economic 
conditions, we have delivered an 
unequalled shopping experience by 
drawing on our extensive experience 
and success in the retail sector. RLI’s 
recognition of The Shoppes at Marina 
Bay Sands reinforces our position as 
one of the world’s leading operators of 
premium luxury shopping malls.”
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The African Development Bank (ADB) has paid 
out USD7 million for employment promotion in 

Mozambique, the Mozambican Ministry of Labour, 
Employment and Social Solidarity said Tuesday in 
a statement.

To use the fund, technical staff from the ADB and 
the Ministry are working to identify the areas that 
will benefit from the aid, with a view to selecting 
schemes for job creation and entrepreneurship ini-
tiatives, the press release said.

The Mozambican government’s five-year program 
includes plans to create 1.5 million jobs as part of 
efforts to reduce unemployment, which affects a 
majority of the active population in the country.  
MDT/Macauhub

ADB supports job 
creation in Mozambique

Angola should 
be self-sufficient 

in gasoline and diesel 
from 2017, following the 
commissioning of the 
new Soyo refinery, said 
the chairman of state 
oil company Sonangol 
Tuesday at the ceremony 
to lay the first stone.

Construction of the 
Soyo refinery was awar-
ded to two Chinese com-
panies. The work shou-
ld be completed in 26 
months and will occupy 
an area of   220 hectares 
in a significant oil pro-
duction area (northern 
Zaire province).

Francisco de Lemos, 
who was accompanied 
by Yu Hao Ming, of the 
Hong Kong-based Chi-
na International Fund, 
said completion of the 
project would make it 
possible to “completely 
reduce imports of ma-

Chinese 
companies start 
building refinery 
in Angola

jor products extracted 
from oil, starting with 
diesel, whose deficit is 
very high, as well as ga-
soline.”

Angola, which is the 
second largest oil pro-
ducer in sub-Saharan 
Africa, had to import 
about 40 percent of its 
oil derivatives such as 
gasoline and diesel in 
the first quarter of the 
year due to the coun-
try’s reduced oil refi-
ning capacity.

The current national 
refinery on the outskir-
ts of Luanda was built 
in 1955 and operates at 
about 70 percent capa-
city, and, according to 
an IMF report which 
analyzed the fuel sec-
tor in Angola, “is very 
inefficient” and produc-
tion costs “are generally 
higher than imported 
fuels.”  MDT/Macauhub
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 rescuers 
pulled out 
51 bodies 
yesterday, 
bringing the toll 
to 77
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CHINA 中國

Christopher Bodeen, Jianli 

ResCuers cut three holes 
into the overturned hull of 

a river cruise ship in unsuc-
cessful attempts to find more 
survivors yesterday, as the 
death toll in the Yangtze Ri-
ver disaster reached 77. More 
than 360 people remain mis-
sing and are feared dead.

Workers stabilized the ship 
with cranes and then cut into 
sections of the hull, which jut-
ted above the river’s gray cur-
rents, to check for survivors 
before welding the sections 
back to the hull to preserve 
the ship’s buoyancy and ba-
lance, Chinese state broadcas-
ter CCTV said.

So far, authorities say at least 
14 people survived Monday ni-
ght’s sudden capsizing in a se-
vere storm, some by jumping 
from the ship during the early 
moments and swimming or 
drifting ashore. Three of them 
were pulled by divers from air 
pockets inside the overturned 
hull Tuesday after rescuers 
heard yells for help coming 
from inside.

Although chances of finding 
anyone else alive have all but 
disappeared, Chinese officials 
have not yet declared the sear-
ch over.

More than 200 divers were 
working underwater in three 
shifts to search the ship’s ca-
bins one by one, the broadcas-
ter said. Rescuers pulled out 
51 bodies yesterday, bringing 

Jack Chang, Beijing 
 

They were born too late to remember the night 26 years 
ago when Chinese troops slaughtered hundreds of pro-de-

mocracy student activists in the heart of Beijing. Many grew 
up hearing only government accounts of the event, which 
paint the massacre as the unfortunate conclusion to some va-
gue political intrigue.

Nonetheless, this June 4, 11 Chinese university students li-
ving overseas were trying to break through the official silen-
ce with a widely circulated, passionately worded letter that 
encourages their compatriots to learn more about the Tia-
nanmen massacre — a watershed event that has defined Chi-
na ever since.

Written by University of Georgia graduate student Gu Yi, and 
co-signed by 10 other overseas Chinese students, the letter has 
become one of the few flashpoints as this year’s anniversary 
arrives, with Chinese authorities on guard against even the ti-
niest of commemorations.

The letter remembers the government crackdown and de-
mands that the Chinese leaders who gave the orders late on 
June 3 and in the early morning hours of June 4, 1989, be held 
responsible.

“We do not ask the (Chinese Communist Party) to redress 
the events of that spring as killers are not the ones we turn to 
to clear the names of the dead, but killers must be tried,” the 
letter reads. “We do not forget, nor forgive, until justice is done 
and the ongoing persecution is halted.”

An online copy of the document has reached readers in Chi-
na with the help of software that let PDFs get past Chinese 
censors, Gu said. The document has already drawn a strong 
rebuke from the Communist Party-run Global Times, which 
said in an editorial that the students “harshly attacked the cur-
rent Chinese regime, twisting the facts of 26 years ago with 
narratives of some overseas hostile forces.”

Gu said he was addressing Chinese students who had not 
seen the troves of photos, film footage and eyewitness ac-
counts about the massacre that he came across only after he 
left China to study.

“All they need to know is actually very simple,” Gu said. 
“Some people died, and some people killed them. If you un-
derstand that, you don’t have to understand a lot more.”

In what’s become an annual ritual, Chinese police were ste-
pping up their vigilance in the capital yesterday to prevent any 
remembrance of the event. References to the massacre are 
nowhere to be found in Chinese media, and censors scrub so-
cial media posts that mention the event or its date.

The students’ letter was not the only one to mark the anniver-
sary. A group of relatives of those killed in the massacre also 
issued a statement demanding that Chinese leaders be brou-
ght to justice and that the victims’ families win compensation.

Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying responded 
yesterday to the relatives by arguing that the country’s rapid 
economic growth over the past 26 years justified the crack-
down.

“As for the political turmoil that happened in the late 1980s, 
the Chinese government and party have already made a clear 
conclusion,” Hua said. “The great achievements China made 
during the past 30 years in the practice of reform and openin-
g-up have shown that China’s development path is absolutely 
correct, and wins resolute supports from 1.3 billion Chinese 
people.” AP

Visitors cross the road near a security check point into Tiananmen Square 
on a rainy day in Beijing yesterday

Letter from overseas 
students breaks silence 
on Tiananmen

Yangtze death toll 
rises as rescuers 
sever ship’s hull

the toll to 77, Jianli county 
chief Huang Zhen told repor-
ters. They were brought to the 
Jianli’s Rongcheng Cremato-
rium, in Hubei province, whe-
re at least two relatives tried 
to identify them.

Among the crowd observing 
developments outside the cre-
matorium was farmer Wang 
Xun, who noted that many of 
the boats passengers were el-
derly.

“I can’t imagine how terri-
fying it must have been for 
them,” Wang said. “Old peo-
ple should be with their fami-
lies and go peacefully, not like 
this.”

The Eastern Star capsizing 
will likely become the coun-
try’s deadliest boat disaster 
in seven decades, and Chine-
se authorities have launched a 
high-profile response that has 
included sending Premier Li 
Keqiang to the accident site, 
while tightly controlling me-
dia coverage.

The Communist Party’s Poli-
buro Standing Committee, the 

country’s highest power, con-
vened a meeting and issued a 
directive for officials to step 
up efforts to control public 
opinion about the disaster res-
ponse, while ordering them to 
both “understand the sorrow 
of the families” and “concre-
tely preserve social stability.”

Many of the more than 450 
people on board the multi-de-
cked, 77-meter-long Eastern 
Star were reported to be reti-
rees taking in the scenic vis-
tas of the Yangtze on a cruise 
from Nanjing to the southwes-
tern city of Chongqing.

The survivors included the 
ship’s captain and chief engi-
neer, both of whom have been 
taken into police custody. 
Some relatives have questio-
ned whether the captain shou-
ld have brought the ship asho-
re at the first signs of a storm, 
and whether everything pos-
sible was done to ensure the 
safety of the passengers after 
the accident. 

More than 1,200 relatives 
arrived in Jianli county where 
the accident occurred, CCTV 
said. Access to the accident 
site was blocked by police and 
paramilitary troops stationed 
along the Yangtze embank-
ment. Reuters reported earlier 
that frustrated family mem-
bers who had come seeking 
more information broke 
through a police cordon arou-
nd the disaster site in unruly 
scenes that have drawn a hea-
vy police response. AP
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June 4 and 
occupy Central 
are very similar, 
we are all 
students, and 
we are pushing 
for democracy 
and freedom

otto NG
19-Year-oLd StUdeNt
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Kelvin Chan, Hong Kong 

Tens of thousands of 
Hong Kongers joined a 
candlelight vigil yester-
day night marking the 

crushing of the 1989 student-led 
Tiananmen Square protests, an 
annual commemoration that 
takes on greater meaning for the 
city’s young after last autumn’s 
pro-democracy demonstrations 
sharpened their sense of unease 
with Beijing.

For the first time in the vigil’s 
quarter-century history, some 
student groups didn’t take part 
and instead held their own me-
morials, a sign of an emerging 
rift between young and old over 
Hong Kong identity that took 
root during the Occupy Central 
protests.

The vigil is the only large-s-
cale public commemoration of 
the victims on Chinese soil, and 
the Tiananmen events remain 
a taboo topic on the mainland. 
Hundreds and possibly thou-
sands of unarmed protesters 
and onlookers were killed when 
tanks and soldiers entered cen-
tral Beijing on June 3-4, 1989, 
to put down the student-led 
protests.

“June 4 and Occupy Central 
are very similar,” said Otto Ng, 
a 19-year-old student who plan-
ned to attend the vigil for the 
first time. Ng said he hadn’t 
known much about the events in 
Tiananmen Square but tried to 

Users of one of Chi-
na’s most-popular In-

ternet messaging services 
couldn’t transfer money 
in amounts with num-
bers linked to the deadly 
Tiananmen Square crack-
down in the run up to yes-
terday’s 26th anniversary 
of the 1989 event.

Attempts in Beijing to 
transfer money values 
containing “64” - a refe-
rence to the June 4 date 
when soldiers and tanks 
dispersed pro-democracy 
demonstrators - and “89” 
via Tencent Holdings Lt-
d.’s WeChat app were un-
successful on Wednesday 
night.

Instead, WeChat’s 
“red envelope” function 
showed a text box saying Views Of Tiananmen Gate, Beijing

June 4th anniversary makes 
money transfers trickier

Hong Kong

Youth find new meaning 
in Tiananmen vigil

learn more after last year’s Hong 
Kong protests erupted.

In both cases, “we are all stu-
dents, and we are pushing for 
democracy and freedom,” he 
said.

Eva Leung, 16, also attended 
the commemoration for the first 
time yesterday.

“This evening’s vigil adds to our 
desire to have a genuine demo-
cratic system,” she said. Because 
of the Occupy Central protests, 
“I came to know what democra-
cy is, and what was happening 
in Hong Kong. And it made me 
come to this evening’s vigil.”

Political tensions threaten to 
reignite in Hong Kong over the 
government’s plan to submit 

its electoral reform package for 
lawmaker approval later this 
month, including Beijing’s de-
mand that it screen candida-
tes in future elections for top 
leader. Local news reports say 
more than 7,000 police will be 
deployed to deal with protests 
ahead of the vote.

Each year, Hong Kongers ga-
ther in Victoria Park, holding 
candles aloft and calling for the 
Chinese government to over-
turn its stance that the Tianan-
men Square protests were a 
counterrevolutionary riot. The 
vigil, which drew an estimated 
180,000 last year, features a 
replica of the Goddess of Demo-
cracy statue that protesters erec-

ted in Beijing.
Vigil leaders laid a wreath at a 

makeshift memorial in the mi-
ddle of the crowd as the names 
of Tiananmen victims were read 
out. Everyone, including the 
crowd, then bowed three times. 
The leaders then led the crowd 
in observing a minute of silence.

Organizers planned this year 
to show videos about Occupy 
Central and speakers were to 
talk about mainland activists 
detained for voicing support. 

Three university student 
groups, however, opted out of 
the vigil because of a disagree-
ment over the need to build a 
democratic China, a guiding 
principle of the vigil’s organi-

zer, the Hong Kong Alliance in 
Support of Patriotic Democratic 
Movements in China. The group 
was originally established to su-
pport the students protesting in 
Beijing.

The Hong Kong Federation of 
Students, a coalition of the city’s 
universities that was one of the 
driving forces behind the Oc-
cupy protests, also opted not to 
take part. The group has been 
hit by turmoil over its leadership 
during the protests, and this 
year half of its eight university 
group members voted to leave.

Elsewhere, radical “localist” 
group Civic Passion, known for 
its confrontational stance, plan-
ned to burn a Chinese Commu-
nist flag at its own rally.

Billy Fung, president of Hong 
Kong University’s student 
union, which was holding its 
own event on campus, said the 
group wants to focus on estab-
lishing genuine democracy in 
Hong Kong first.

“If we just go for one night 
every year to attend the vigil and 
chant about building a demo-
cratic China, then what you’re 
doing is just verbally suppor-
ting a cause, and you won’t help 
build a democratic China,” said 
Fung.

The Hong Kong protests rein-
forced the sense of a separate 
Hong Kong identity for young 
people, who he said now “will 
question if it is their responsibi-
lity to help establish the develo-
pment of Chinese democracy.”

However, lawmaker Lee Cheuk
-yan, who is secretary of the 
Hong Kong Alliance, said it’s 
impossible to keep it a separate 
issue.

“We must change China befo-
re China changes us,” he said. AP

reply to an e-mail.
China has been tighte-

ning its control over the 
Internet since President 
Xi Jinping took power in 
2012. This Monday, Chi-
na’s top cyberspace regu-
lator, Lu Wei, said that the 
public needs to be educa-
ted to become “good neti-
zens.”

Internet censors in Chi-
na seek to prevent com-
memoration and online 
discussion of the anni-
versary of the crackdown, 

when troops killed and in-
jured hundreds of people 
in central Beijing.

Ma Huateng, Tencent’s 
founder and chief executi-
ve, is a member to China’s 
top legislature. Xi visited 
the company’s headquar-
ters in Shenzhen in De-
cember 2012, a month af-
ter taking power.

WeChat had 549 million 
monthly active users at 
the end of the first quar-
ter and the mobile ver-
sion of QQ, also owned by 
Tencent, had 603 million 
users, according to an ear-
nings statement last mon-
th. The “red envelope” 
function of WeChat lets 
users send as much as 200 
yuan (USD32) at a time to 
each other. Bloomberg

“Transaction error. Try 
again later.” when users 
tried to send amounts 
including 89 yuan and 
6.4 yuan. Transfers not 
containing the sensitive 
numbers went through as 
normal.

It’s not clear whether 
Tencent censored the 
amounts on purpose. Calls 
to the company’s office we-
ren’t answered after nor-
mal business hours on We-
dnesday and a spokeswo-
man didn’t immediately 

Tens of thousands of people attended a candlelight vigil at Victoria Park in Hong Kong
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 ASIA-PACIFIC亞太版

Sam Kim and Natasha Khan

As South Korea conti-
nues to announce new 
cases of the Middle 
East respiratory syn-

drome, Seoul bank worker Lee 
Ji Hyun has decided to avoid 
hospitals until she’s sure she 
and her family won’t be expo-
sed to any contagion.

Lee has a toddler fighting a 
cold that she plans to treat at 
home. A week into a developing 
public health crisis that has 
caused more than 900 school 
closures and more than 1,600 
to be quarantined, government 
silence on the hospitals where 
the MERS virus was spread has 
drawn criticism and contribu-
ted to panic.

That could hinder the respon-
se, with patients staying away 
from hospitals and a greater 
risk of some cases going un-
diagnosed. South Korea annou-
nced five more patients yester-
day, bringing the total number 
of confirmed cases to 35. The 
health ministry yesterday con-
firmed its third death from the 
virus.

“There is so much unfiltered 
information floating about whi-
ch hospitals to visit and which 
hospitals not to visit, and the 
government isn’t helping with 
the confusion,” Lee said.

Disclosing hospitals with 
MERS patients would “cau-
se excessive anxiety among 

Sopheng Cheang, 
Phnom Penh 

Four asylum seekers 
rejected by Austra-

lia started a new life in 
Cambodia yesterday, 
becoming the first to be 
resettled under a deal 
between the two nations 
that human rights advo-
cates criticized as mis-
guided and inhumane.

Cambodia agreed to 
accept two Iranian men, 
an Iranian woman and 
a Rohingya man from 
Myanmar under a 40 
million Australian dollar 
(USD32 million) four
-year agreement to rese-
ttle hundreds of asylum 
seekers who have been 
living in an Australian
-run detention camp on 
the Pacific island nation 
of Nauru for years.

However, the choice of 
impoverished Cambo-
dia as a new home for 
asylum seekers has so 

far attracted little inte-
rest among the refugees, 
and only four among 677 
on Nauru had signed up 
for the package.

Cambodia is plagued 
by poverty, corruption 
and human rights abu-
ses. Medical care outsi-
de main cities is almost 
nonexistent and jobs are 
so scarce that more than 
800,000 people have 
left to find work abroad.

“Cambodia clearly has 
no will or capacity to 
integrate refugees per-
manently into Cambo-
dia society,” said Phil 
Robertson, the deputy 
Asia director at Human 
Rights Watch.

“These four refugees 
are essentially human 
guinea pigs in an Aus-
tralian experiment,” 
said Robertson, adding 
that the Cambodian go-
vernment had sent do-
zens of minority Mon-
tagnard refugees back 

to Vietnam and Uighur 
asylum seekers to China.

Australian officials 
have said they were 
working with the Inter-
national Organization 
for Migration and other 
groups in Cambodia to 
provide the four with 
housing, jobs, transport 
and education.

After arrival, they were 
taken to temporary ac-
commodation in the ca-
pital, IOM said in a sta-
tement. The agency said 
it would begin providing 
essential support, inclu-
ding language training, 
cultural orientation, and 
health and job services.

As part of its efforts to 
deter boats of asylum 
seekers, Australia made 
the agreement with 
Cambodia last Sep-
tember. Cambodia had 
sent officials to Nauru 
to meet the four and to 
make sure their moves 
were voluntary. AP

Esther Htusan, Yangon 

MyanMar said yesterday that 
thousands of migrants left the 

country to seek better jobs elsewhere, 
and were not fleeing persecution, a day 
after bringing to shore about 730 mi-
grants, the latest arrivals in Southeast 
Asia’s ongoing crisis.

Foreign Affairs Minister Wunna Mau-
ng Lwin’s remarks were Myanmar’s la-
test denial of any blame for the huma-
nitarian crisis. More than 4,600 despe-
rate and hungry boat people have been 
rescued in five countries since early May 
after a regional crackdown on smugglers 
prompted some captains to abandon 
their human cargo at sea.

The United Nations has said about half 
of those who have come ashore were 
Rohingya Muslims fleeing persecution 
in Myanmar, and the rest were Bangla-
deshis escaping poverty.

“It is not true that the migrants 
from Myanmar fled because of discri-
mination or persecution in Myanmar,” 
the foreign minister said during a brie-
fing to foreign diplomats about the cri-
sis. “They are just the victims of human 
smugglers.”

“These are migrants who are seeking 

better jobs in other countries,” he added.
Myanmar authorities intercepted boats 

packed with more than 730 people and 
brought the group ashore Wednesday 
in western Rakhine state, said Wunna 
Maung Lwin. Those on board included 
611 men, 72 women and 51 children who-
se nationalities the government was still 
verifying, he said.

“Those who are verified as citizens of 
Bangladesh will be sent back to their 
country starting Sunday,” he said. 
“Myanmar is not in a position to give as-
sistance to the migrants long term, as it 
is a developing country.”

U.N. agencies and other groups said 
they were not getting full access to the 
verification process, which is seen as 
crucial to ensure that Myanmar is not 
falsely labeling Rohingya on the boat as 
citizens of Bangladesh.

“We are still trying to get full access 
to the 700-plus who just landed,” said 
Dom Scalpelli, country director for the 
U.N.’s World Food Program. “We are on 
the ground and discussing with the go-
vernment to give us access as quickly as 
possible.”

The U.N. has called the Rohingya one 
of the world’s most persecuted minori-
ties. AP

A couple wears masks as a precaution against the MERS virus as they walk on the Myeongdong, one of the main shopping 
districts, in Seoul

ASylUM SEEKErS

First 4 refugees 
rejected by Australia 
arrive in Cambodia

MyAnMAr

Gov’t says migrants 
sought jobs, weren’t 
fleeing persecution  

SoUTH KorEA

People avoid hospitals as 
gov’t quiet on MERS

those people who are in or 
have been to the hospitals 
and create misunderstan-

ding about them,” Kwon Jun 
Wook, chief of the MERS ma-
nagement team at the health 

ministry, said at a briefing on 
June 2. “What we are more 
urgently pursuing is running 

a system that those monito-
ring patients can use to un-
derstand the situation.”

As many as 10,000 people si-
multaneously accessed an on-
line map that allows viewers to 
cross-check tips about hospitals 
with MERS patients, causing 
the server to go down, accor-
ding to a man who identified 
himself as Jimmy Park, and 
responded to an e-mail sent to 
the website.

“I thought fears are worsened 
by too many rumors circula-
ting,” Park wrote in an e-mail. 
“I thought it’d be good to have 
them ascertained.”

“It just shows how intensely 
people want to know which 
hospitals have MERS patien-
ts,” said Han Mi Jung, an 
official at the Korean Health 
and Medical Workers’ Union. 
Han urged the government to 
release the hospital list soon, 
as people who have been 
to those hospitals would be 
able to examine themselves 
more quickly and thoroughly. 
Bloomberg
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WORLD分析

UkraInIan Pre-
sident Petro Po-
roshenko yesterday 
warned of a possible 

large-scale offensive by separa-
tist forces in the east, one day 
after a major battle erupted on 
the western edge of the main 
separatist rebel stronghold.

Heavy fighting on the outskir-
ts of Donetsk on Wednesday 
was the most severe in months. 
A cease-fire called in February 
has been violated almost daily, 
but hostilities had tapered off 
after the agreement.

The fighting was heaviest in in 
the village of Marinka. Ukrai-
nian officials said five service-
men were killed on Wednes-
day, four of them in or around 
Marinka. Late Wednesday, the 
minister of defense for the Do-
netsk rebels, Eduard Basurin, 
said 14 rebels and five civilians 
had been killed by Ukrainian 
fire during the day, but did not 
specify locations.

Ukrainian military spokes-
man Col. Andriy Lysenko clai-
med yesterday that about 80 
rebels were killed in the fight, 
along with two civilians.

There were no immediate 
reports of fighting yesterday, 
but the intensity of the combat 
the day before raised fears of 
full-scale fighting resuming in 
the war that has already killed 
more than 6,400 people since 
April 2014.

In an address to the Ukrai-
nian parliament, Poroshenko 

Francis Kokutse, Accra 

FloodIng in Gha-
na’s capital swept sto-

red fuel into a nearby fire, 
setting off a huge explo-
sion at a gas station that 
killed 73 people and set 
alight neighboring bui-
ldings, authorities said 
yesterday.

The blast took place as 
dozens of people sought 
shelter at the gas station 
and in nearby shops in 
central Accra to escape 
the torrential rains. The 
disaster raised anew con-
cerns over the city’s ina-
dequate infrastructure.

TV footage showed 
corpses being piled into 
the back of a pickup truck 
and other charred bodies 
trapped amid the debris. 
Floodwaters around the 
site hampered rescue and 
recovery efforts.

Officials at the nearby 
37 Military Hospital said 
its morgue had reached 
capacity.

President John Dramani 
Mahama visited the scene 
yesterday, calling the dea-

EgypT’s highest appeals court 
yesterday ordered the retrial of 

ousted President Hosni Mubarak 
on charges that he failed to stop the 
killing of hundreds of protesters 
during the 2011 uprising that ended 
his 29-year rule.

The ruling set Nov. 5 as the date for 
the start of the new trial, the verdict 
of which cannot be appealed. It wou-
ld be the third time that Mubarak is 
tried in connection with the killings 
in 2011.

Mubarak, who is 86 and in failing 
health, has since his arrest in April 
2011 been held in detention in a 
number of hospitals. He now resides 
at a Nile-side military hospital in a 
leafy suburb just south of Cairo.

The ruling came six months after 
a criminal court dismissed murder 
charges against Mubarak in connec-
tion with the killing of the protesters, 
citing the “inadmissibility” of the 
case due to a technicality.

That ruling marked a major setback 
for the young activists who spearhea-
ded the Arab Spring uprising in Ja-
nuary and February 2011, many of 
whom are now in jail or have with-
drawn from politics in the face of an 
ongoing crackdown by authorities.

Judge Mahmoud al-Rashidi said at 
the time that he dismissed the case 
against Mubarak because his May 

Ukrainian servicemen from battalion “Kiev1” walk outside a checkpoint near Marinka, Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine

UKrAInE 

Poroshenko warns 
of large-scale 
separatist invasion

The remaining structure of a gas station after it exploded in Accra

gHAnA 

Flooding sparks gas station 
blast, killing at least 73

Ousted Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak

EgyPT

Mubarak to be retried 
over killing of protesters

spoke of a “colossal threat of 
the resumption of large-scale 
hostilities by Russian and ter-
rorist forces” and said there 
are now 9,000 Russian troops 
in the rebel-controlled area.

The monitoring mission of 
the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation Europe said 
its observers saw at least a do-
zen tanks moving from the re-
bel-controlled city toward the 
western outskirts in the run-up 
to the battle.

Mission spokesman Michael 
Bociurkiw yesterday urged all 
sides in the conflict to “exerci-
se maximum restraint.” He also 
told reporters that observers 
in recent days had found that 
some heavy weapons which had 
been pulled back by both sides 
were missing from the areas 
where they were being stored.

“This suggests non-complian-
ce” with the cease-fire accord, 
which called for both sides to 
pull back large weapons in or-
der to create a buffer zone, Bo-
ciurkiw said.

An Associated Press reporter 
yesterday saw two Grad missi-
le launchers driving toward the 
government-controlled town 
of Artemivsk; under the cea-
se-fire accord, such weapons 
were to be withdrawn from 
that area.

Russia has strongly denied 
supplying the rebels either 
with weapons or with recruits, 
despite mounting evidence su-
ggesting otherwise. AP

th toll “catastrophic” and 
offering condolences to 
families of the victims.

“Steps will be taken to 
ensure that disastrous 
floods and their atten-
dant deaths do not occur 
again,” he said.

Michael Plange, who 
lives a few blocks away, 
said many people had 
taken shelter under a 
shed at the station from 
the rain and were hit by 
the explosion.

The flooding “caused the 
diesel and petrol to flow 
away from the gas station 
and a fire from a nearby 
house led to the explo-
sion,” said Billy Anaglate, 
spokesman for Ghana’s 
national fire service.

In addition to the dead 
at the gas station, local 
media reported that many 
drowned in various parts 
of the city following two 
days of torrential rains. 
The combined death toll 
from the explosion and 
flooding is expected to 
rise. Anaglate said precise 
figures were not available 
at midday yesterday.

The explosion is likely 
to intensify criticism of 
the government’s failure 
to improve the infras-
tructure. Though the 
downpours this week 
have been especially bad, 
heavy rains in June are 
not unusual yet drainage 
systems in Accra remain 
inadequate. AP

2011 referral to trial by prosecutors 
ignored the “implicit” decision that 
no criminal charges be filed against 
him when his security chief and six 
top aides were referred to trial by 
the same prosecutors two months 
earlier. Massive protests demanding 
that Mubarak be put on trial took 
place in April of that year.

An appeal demanding a retrial of 
Mubarak’s security chief and the six 
top police commanders, also acqui-
tted in November, was rejected yes-
terday.

The killing of nearly 900 protesters 
during the 18-day uprising remains a 
contentious issue, with activists and 
rights groups demanding that police 
be held accountable. Dozens of poli-
cemen charged with killing protes-
ters have been acquitted or received 
suspended or light sentences. AP
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the people of rome have crowded onto the stree-
ts to welcome the victorious allied troops. the first 
american soldiers, members of the 5th army, rea-
ched the Centre of rome late last night after en-
countering dogged resistance from German forces 
on the outskirts of the city. early this morning it was 
announced the German troops had been ordered to 
withdraw.

rome is the first of the three axis powers’ capitals 
to be taken and its recapture will be seen as a signifi-
cant victory for the allies and the american comman-
ding officer who led the final offensive, Lieutenant 
General Mark Clark.

in a broadcast in the United States this evening, 
President Franklin d roosevelt welcomed the fall of 
rome with the words, “one up, two to go.” But he 
gave a warning that Germany had not yet suffered 
enough losses to cause her to collapse.

in rome itself, the people have been celebrating. 
Shops have closed and huge crowds have taken to 
the streets, cheering, waving and hurling bunches of 
flowers at the passing army vehicles.

First reports from the city say it has been left largely 
undamaged by the occupying German forces. the 
city’s water supply is still intact and there is even 
electricity - recent blackouts are reported to have 
been caused by engineers reluctant to restore power 
for the occupiers.

Most romans remained in the city during the occu-
pation and many refugees also fled here. Food su-
pplies are now extremely short with bread rationed 
to 100g per person per day.

A report from Hitler’s headquarters said he had or-
dered the withdrawal of the German troops to the 
north-west of rome in order to prevent its destruc-
tion. the statement said: “the struggle in italy will 
be continued with unshakable determination with the 
aim of breaking the enemy attacks and to forge final 
victory for Germany and her allies.”

the Pope appeared on the balcony of St Peter’s this 
evening and addressed the thousands of italians who 
had gathered in the square. He said: “In recent days 
we trembled for the fate of the city. today we rejoiced 
because, thanks to the joint goodwill of both sides, 
rome has been saved from the horrors of war.”

the american military authorities in London have 
broadcast a tribute to the British General Sir Ha-
rold alexander, who has been in overall command of 
allied forces in italy.

it described the campaign as “daring, unconventio-
nal and brilliant” and said his methods had compel-
led the enemy to evacuate rome without destructive 
fighting within the city itself.

                    Courtesy BBC News

1944  celebrations 
           as rome is liberated

in context

The American commander of the 5th Army, Lieutenant General Mark 
Clark, chose to strike for Rome from the Anzio beachhead, after the fall 
of Monte Cassino, rather than chase after the retreating German forces 
as he had been ordered by the British officer in overall charge, General 
Sir Harold Alexander.
This decision has since been described by eminent American military 
historian Carlo D’Este as “as militarily stupid as it was insubordinate”. 
Although Rome was liberated, the Germans were not decisively de-
feated.
After the fall of Rome German forces fell back to the so-called Gothic 
Line of defense, running across Italy just north of Florence.
The Allies did not breach this line until September 1944. The Allied 
front then stalled again until a breakthrough in April 1945 when their 
final assault broke German resistance and led to capitulation on 2 May.
The Italian campaign had tied down more than 20 German divisions 
- while the Allies concentrated on the battle on the western front. Al-
though some have argued it was the Germans tying down the Allies.
But the Italian campaign was not in itself decisive and in the end vic-
tory in Europe was won only through direct attacks on Germany itself.

INFOTAINMENT 資訊／娛樂 

TV canal macau cinema

the israeli military on tuesday scrapped a punishment for a 
U.S.-born israeli soldier who had caused a stink by violating 
the military’s kosher rules by eating a pork sandwich while in 
uniform.

earlier, the military said the soldier, whose name was not 
released, “violated rules and regulations,” which required him 
to be disciplined.

the soldier was initially given an 11-day prison sentence. the 
punishment was later converted to being confined to base for 
the same duration — after relatives talked to the media and a 
lawmaker wrote to the defense minister about the case.

But the military then changed its decision yet again, and can-
celled any punishment.

“We were wrong. the idF (israel defense Forces) will conti-
nue to keep kosher on one hand, but will not probe a soldier’s 
sandwich on the other,” military spokesman Brig. Gen. Motti 
almoz wrote on Facebook. “there are tensions in israeli socie-
ty and there are different stances and opinions. there is room 
for everyone in the idF.”

israel’s army maintains kosher kitchens on its bases.
israel radio said the soldier, who moved to israel from Bos-

ton recently, was unaware of the army’s strict dietary restric-
tions and was merely snacking on a lunch his secular grand-
mother had made him. AP

israel army scraps punishment for 
soldier over pork sandwich 

cineteatro
04 Jun - 10 Jun

SAN ANDREAS_
room 1
(2D) 2.30, 4.30, 9.30 pm
(3D) 7.30 pm
Director: Brad Peyton
Starring:   Dwayne Johnson, Carla gugino, 
Alexandra Daddario
Language: Japonese (Chinese/English)
Duration: 114min

PITCh PERfECT 2_
room 2
2.30, 4.30, 9.30 pm
Director: Elizabeth Banks
Starring:  Anna Kendrick, Skylar Astin, Rebel Wilson
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 141min

TOMORROWLAND_
room 2
7.15 pm
Director: Brad Bird
Starring:  george Clooney, John Walker Britt Robertson
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 130min

DANNY COLLINS_
room 3
2.15, 4.00, 5.50, 9.30 pm
Director: Dan fogelman
Starring:  Al Pacino, Annette Bening, Christopher 
Plummer
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 106min

DRAgON BALL z: RESURRECTION “f”_
room 3
7.45 pm
Director: Tadayoshi Yamamuro
Starring:  Ji-tae Yu, Yûsuke Iseya, Ye-ryeon Cha
Language: Japonese (Chinese/English)
Duration: 93 min

macau tower
04 Jun - 10 Jun

TOMORROWLAND_
2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm
Director: Brad Bird
Starring:  george Clooney, John Walker Britt Robertson
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 130min
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ACROSS: 1- Scarlett’s home; 5- Crazed; 10- Ballet bend; 14- i’ve Got ___ in Kalamazoo; 
15- oldsmobile model; 16- drum sound; 17- time to give up; 18- replay option; 19- Bothers; 
20- Republic in S South America; 22- Pernod flavoring; 23- Caviar; 24- CPR giver; 25- Rapid 
in tempo; 29- Wave catcher; 33- emerson’s middle name; 34- tore; 36- Gad about; 37- doc 
bloc; 38- Bridge positions; 39- A mean Amin; 40- Super Bowl XXXIV champs; 42- It’s got 
you covered; 43- Sausalito’s county; 45- Previous monetary unit of Greece; 47- Spartan; 49- 
employment; 50- Cabinet dept.; 51- Singer Bonnie; 54- Projecting tooth; 60- ___ Misbehavin’; 
61- “Our Gang” girl; 62- Entreaty; 63- Hero; 64- Fire; 65- Listen to; 66- Sand hill by the sea; 
67- riyadh resident; 68- Baseball’s “Walking Man” eddie;  

DOWN: 1- Currency unit in Western Samoa; 2- ripening agent; 3- Pealed; 4- Changed; 
5- owner of a slave; 6- ___ want for Christmas...; 7- dodge model; 8- Cookbook writer 
rombauer; 9- dove sound; 10- Computer 
adjunct; 11- actress Singer; 12- Sorts; 13- 
anything ___?; 21- Canceled; 22- invoice 
abbr.; 24- Goals; 25- Give merit; 26- truman’s 
Missouri birthplace; 27- alpaca’s cousin; 28- 
Honshu port; 29- MetLife competitor; 30- BÃªte 
___; 31- Low point; 32- Nitrogen compound; 
35- Letter before omega; 38- Salinger girl; 
41- Coal bucket; 43- High-ranking NCO; 44- 
Wasting away; 46- dde’s predecessor; 48- 
Naked-faced amazon monkey; 51- Sudden 
assault; 52- West Wing worker; 53- Hip to; 54- 
Silents star theda; 55- Pakistani language; 56- 
Lump of dirt; 57- Yellow spread; 58- afternoon 
affairs; 59- Mature male european red deer; 
61- ___ Kapital;

THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS
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Emergency calls  999

fire department 28 572 222

PJ (open line) 993

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775

PSP 28 573 333

Customs 28 559 944

S. J. hospital 28 313 731

Kiang Wu hospital 28 371 333

Commission Against 

Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300

IACM 28 387 333

Tourism 28 333 000

Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283

Water Supply – report 1990 992

Telephone – report 1000

Electricity – report 28 339 922

Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You’ve got to take your time today 
— there’s no point in rushing! Your 
energy is just right for taking on 
small, low-key projects and making 
slow progress on them, not for 
rushing to a thrilling climax!

April 20-May 20
Your diplomatic nature is making 
life easier and sweeter for you. See if 
you can get your people to agree to 
disagree — or, better still, to agree to 
agree. All that good energy has to be 
good for something!

Taurus

May 21-Jun. 21
You can’t quite get your family to 
understand your feelings today — 
which can be really hard on you, of 
course. Don’t push too hard, though; 
you need to ride out this rough patch 
together.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your eye for detail is strengthened 
today, so see if you can make the 
most of it. Dive into paperwork or 
explore options for your big new 
creative project. You can make 
things really shine!

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You aren’t feeling very extravagant 
today — maybe because of your 
recent binges. Just chill out and let 
others make headlines. You can bust 
back into the scene really soon if you 
rest now.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Your systems for keeping organized 
are paying off today — so make the 
most of them! You may find that at 
least one person is trying to get you 
to notice them, and may actually 
need your help.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Can you keep still and avoid action 
today? If so, you should be just fine 
— but otherwise, things might start 
to get really weird for you. Just chill 
out and let others stir up trouble — 
you need a break!

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
New information comes your way 
that shakes things up —most likely 
for the better! Keep your eyes and 
ears open and see if you can figure it 
out before anyone else does. You can 
really score!

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
People are getting on your nerves 
today — so much so that you may 
want to run away screaming! Just 
try to grit your teeth and endure, as 
at least half the problem is your own 
irritability.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Someone needs to hear your 
voice — most likely someone you 
haven’t spoken with in months (at 
least). Reach out and see if you can 
reconnect with someone who could 
still be important to you.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You can get more out of your 
relationships than you may expect 
— thanks to at least one important 
person who gives you the key to 
understanding. It could be a really 
big day if you let it!

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Details are all-important, and you 
need to work through them today. 
You may not enjoy the process, but 
that just means that you have to 
redouble your efforts and press on 
through the mess.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Stephen Wade, Rio de Janeiro

A consistent ally of Sepp 
Blatter, Danny Jor-
daan already has a 
new job.

Jordaan, the head of the Sou-
th African Football Association, 
was credited with bringing the 
2010 World Cup to South Afri-
ca. He is also being investigated 
for USD10 million in bribes paid 
to land the event, part of the 
corruption scandal that pushed 
FIFA President Blatter to resign.

A day after the corruption and 
bribery scandal broke last week, 
Jordaan was appointed the new 
mayor of his South African ho-
metown. He plans to stay on as 
the soccer federation’s head, a 
job with no salary. But he’s he-
dging his bets.

Call it the domino effect, or a 
chain reaction, or simply bra-
cing for change coming to FIFA.

Blatter is going, so can federa-
tion presidents who run world 
soccer — some like feudal lords 
in Africa, Asia and Latin Ameri-
ca — hang on for long?

Several officials have already 
been suspended, but experts say 
they don’t expect massive chan-
ges.

Peter Alegi, a historian at Mi-
chigan State University and au-
thor of “Africa’s World Cup,” 
said a ‘mild reformer” — not a 
radical — was likely to succeed 
Blatter.

FIFA SCAnDAl

Blatter resignation 
won’t lead many to quit

Sepp Blatter

“I do not see much of a chance 
of a domino effect from Blatter’s 
resignation,” he said in an email. 
“I believe it’s more likely that the 
diverse members of the global 
football establishment will do 
whatever it takes to hold on to 
power, privilege, and prestige.”

Former Barcelona and Brazil 
star Romario hopes not. An ou-
tspoken Brazilian federal sena-
tor, Romario termed Blatter’s 

downfall “a big wave that can 
sweep away” bribery and impu-
nity.

“This is the best news we’ve 
had in a long time,” Romario 
said through his social media 
accounts. “His fall will come as a 
tsunami to every corrupt leader 
in confederations around the 
world.”

Romario singled out Brazil’s 
authoritarian football leadership, 

often described as more power-
ful than the country’s president.

Former Brazilian Football Con-
federation president Jose Maria 
Marin is in a Swiss jail awaiting 
extradition to the United States, 
and current president Marco 
Polo Del Nero is keeping a low 
profile. Another former presi-
dent Ricardo Teixeira is under 
investigation in Brazil for cor-
ruption related to bank trans-
fers during preparations for the 
2014 World Cup. “We need the 
corrupt ones in prison,” Roma-
rio said.

Blatter had automatic support 
in Brazil, home to his 99-year
-old predecessor Joao Havelan-
ge and host for last year’s World 
Cup. His real power came from 
guaranteeing that tiny Caribbean 
islands, or countries distant from 
Europe, receive millions in FIFA 
development money.

FIFA spent about $1 billion on 
development projects in the last 
three years — from Zambia to 
Andorra — and Blatter got the 
credit, even if not all the money 

reached the grassroots.
“Sad day for Futbol,” Zambian 

Football Association President 
Kalusha Bwalya said on Twitter. 
“You will always have my su-
pport.”

Ibrahim Sanni Darra, a spokes-
man for the Ghana Football As-
sociation, said Blatter’s 17-year 
reign would be viewed “with 
nostalgia” and said Africans 
“will not forget.”

“Before his tenure, Africa had 
only two slots in the World 
Cup,” Darra said. “He not only 
increased it, he also brought the 
World Cup to Africa.”

New Zealand Football chief 
executive Andy Martin called 
Blatter’s resignation “a great day 
for football.”

“I think we can all get together 
now and start repairing the tar-
nished brand of football, and 
that’s what everybody wants.”

Wilmar Valdez of Uruguay, a 
vice president of football’s South 
American governing body CON-
MEBOL, called Blatter departu-
re a “shock to world football.”

Uruguay, Argentina and Chile 
were among the South American 
federations that voted against 
Blatter on Friday. In previous 
elections, South America was 
solid Blatter territory.

“What we were sure of is that 
sooner or later Blatter’s reign 
would end,” Valdez said. “FIFA 
needed change, and now we have 
to see how the (new) pieces fit.” AP
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Decaying factories 
transformed into culture 
center in Warsaw
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German driver unscathed after crash 
with British tank 

Police in western Germany say a novice driver 
escaped unharmed but her car was crushed after 
she inadvertently turned into the path of a convoy 
of British tanks.

Lippe police spokesman Lars Risserbusch said 
Tuesday the 18-year-old had apparently not seen 
the convoy when she made a left turn in front of 
it. The lead tank was unable to stop in time and 

the 62-ton main battle tank ploughed over the 
front of her Toyota hatchback.

The tanks, from a British base in nearby Pader-
born, were traveling through a military maneuver 
area that is also open to public traffic on their way 
to training exercises Monday morning. Police es-
timate 12,000 euros’ (USD13,500) damage to the 
woman’s car. The tank was unscathed.

5-25
Good

Vanessa Gera, Warsaw

The space once housed 
weapons and motorbike 

factories. Today, it is War-
saw’s Soho Factory, a hip 
new space of exhibitions, of-
fices and restaurants.

Taking inspiration from 
SoHo and the Meatpacking 
District in New York City, 
entrepreneur Rafal Bauer 
saw “soul” in a pile of dilapi-
dated brick buildings sinking 
into the ground in Warsaw’s 
gritty Praga neighborhood 
and transformed them into 
a creative space whose spa-
cious buildings and lower 
rents have attracted artists, 
architects, web designers and 
others. It is now one of seve-
ral former industrial spaces 
that have been transformed 
in recent years into enticing 
spaces across Warsaw as the 
Polish capital blooms after 25 
years of economic growth.

“Nobody believed that you 
can start up your project with 
an old factory which lies in 
a very bad part of Warsaw, 
with a bad reputation— his-
torically rather considered as 
a place not to go,” Bauer said. 
“And we managed to bring 
life here.”

“This is a very special space 
in Warsaw where everything 
is possible,” Bauer said.

Today, the revamped buil-
dings in the area at 25 Minska 
St. house museums, art galle-

ries, a trendy clothing shop, 
restaurants and architects’ 
offices, flanked by apartment 
buildings. Fashion shows, 
conferences and a photo 
exhibition featuring the work 
of a Chinese dissident have 
also been held there.

Originally, the space housed 
ammunitions factories that 
began production in 1925 
and were significantly dama-
ged in the German bombing 
of the city during World War 
II. After the war, the facto-
ries produced motorbikes 
and optical systems for tanks 
used by the communist-era 
Polish army. They were then 
abandoned and fell into dis-
repair.

Bauer said he first saw po-
tential in the area in 1997, 
but that the time wasn’t yet 
ripe to convince others of 
what could be done there, 
with Poland still in the early 
years of introducing a market 
economy. In the meanti-
me, urban Poles have trave-
led widely and have begun 

15-35
Good

10-30
Good

opinion

Not that word agaiN – “taleNts”
The school attrition problem hasn’t gone away. 

The rate students leave school since it became a 
topic of public commentary in 2005 has been at-
tributed to society’s socio-economic structure: na-
mely, parents not being able to care for children 
due to casino shift-work, the attraction of good ga-
ming salaries, Macau’s temptations, and academic 
competition putting weaker students under pres-
sure and often kicked out of aspirational schools. 
The problem was further highlighted in 2011 and 
yet again parents having less time to care for their 
children was mooted as a major cause for concern. 
This last week, yet again the finger has been poin-
ted at parents for inattention to their child’s edu-
cation (MDT 25 May, DSEJ intends to penalize 
parents of school dropouts). 

The salary attraction was supposed to have been 
ameliorated by increasing the minimum age of a 
casino worker to 21 years and the establishment 
of support services for dropouts. Mind you, high- 
school drop-outs would mostly be under the age of 
18 anyway, so the regulatory restriction could only 
really encourage continuation into tertiary education.  

The Ten Year Plan for the development of Non-
Tertiary Education (2011-2020) states the aims of 
Macau’s education program are the development 
of “high quality education, nurturing talents and im-
proving the overall quality and competitiveness of 
residents.” “Talents” as used here and elsewhere in 
Macau’s English-based vernacular denotes “know-
ledgeable and skilled individuals”, usually workfor-
ce fodder. Although generally against socio-linguis-
tic prescriptivism, particularly when use of a word 
becomes such common place, I rail against the 
way we use “talents”; and it’s not just meaningless 
academic obsessiveness for definitions. Words 
have a way of connoting values; they tell others 
how we think about things. 

We each have the capacity to develop talent (“ta-
lent” as in attribute); people are not talents (“talents” 
as in Macau’s idiosyncratic word for better skilled 
workers). And, “having a talent” doesn’t mean ca-
noodling with your employee. 

Macau’s almost exclusive use of the word to 
mean ‘human resources as inputs of production 
into our present and future economy’ is limiting and 
undermines the intent and good work of many in 
education and in the unfortunately named Talents 
Development Committee. Education and human 
development is not just about building “Macao into 
a World Tourism and Leisure Centre” or to “promo-
te appropriate diverse economic development” by 
“enhancing residents’ working ability”. We seem to 
be overly focused on “building up human resour-
ces” for “sustainable (economic) development of 
Macau”. The recently announced joint research 
project (MDT May 27) by four local tertiary institu-
tions into the five dominant industries, the findings 
of which will help guide the Talents Development 
Committee agenda, although fundamental for eco-
nomic development, is insufficiently broad in scope 
if we are really talking about ‘talent’ and not just vo-
cational skills and knowledge as economic inputs. 

The idea that education is equally important for 
the development of healthy “physical and mental 
qualities” and various types of human capital (e.g. 
moral, social, creative) is still in its infancy in Macau 
and glaringly low on the agenda.  As an aim, artis-
tic accomplishment is actually included in the Ten 
Year Plan but clearly telling of Macau’s economic-
capital mindset is the plan’s first stated requirement 
of parents: “financial security for their children’s 
schooling” – a limited view of investment. Ironically 
we bemoan students “dropping out” to earn good 
money: monkey see, monkey do. 

In a UMAC study, teachers blamed part-time work 
as one major cause of absenteeism, tardiness and 
lack of educational motivation; all major predictors 
of dropping out. Poor academic performance and 
family structure, although risk indicators, are not as 
important as just not showing up. Blame not paren-
ts, but society’s values.

Missing in this discussion is awareness of the 
many pathways to a rewarding life and career. 
Good academic grades leading to tertiary educa-
tion thus feeding into good jobs in the top 5 indus-
tries are a very limited set of valid life goals. Each 
student has his or her own skills and talents; but it 
takes a special kind of open, nurturing environment 
to determine what these are, know how to encou-
rage and develop them – if necessary, outside the 
traditional school system - and to value and find a 
place for each in society.

Bizcuits
Leanda Lee

transforming industrial spa-
ces into chic lofts and taken 
other inspiration from what 
London and New York have 
done with industrial spaces.

When renovation of the 
area finally began in 2010, it 
was still a dumping ground 
for stolen cars in a crime-ri-
dden district.

At the time the place was 
still “total rubbish, so nobody 
believed that an atmosphere 
like (this) could be achieved,” 
Bauer said, sitting in a mo-
dern armchair on a central 
lawn surrounded by the re-
furbished buildings. Near-
by some visitors to the area 
relaxed in hammocks, while 
others filed in and out of an 
international conference.

The creation of the Soho 
Factory area comes amid a 
larger gentrification of many 
other former rundown areas 
in Warsaw, including in the 
Praga district where it is loca-
ted, an area across the Vistula 
River from Warsaw’s historic 
center and business districts.

One quirky feature, and a 
draw for children, is a refur-
bished freight track which 
Bauer took pains to unear-
th with the help of historic 
maps. He said his inspiration 
was the High Line in Manha-
ttan, an abandoned freight 
line on the city’s West side 
that’s been turned into an 
elevated park and is now a 
popular attraction. AP

JAPAN A solar-powered 
plane forced to land in 
Japan will be stuck on 
the ground for at least 
a week after wind gusts 
damaged one of its 
wings. Solar Impulse 2 
was headed from China 
to Hawaii when its 
team decided to divert 
to nagoya, Japan, 
because of bad weather 
ahead. 

JAPAN-PhILIPPINES 
The Philippines may 
soon be getting military 
equipment from Japan 
as the Southeast 
Asian country looks to 
better defend itself in 
an increasingly tense 
territorial dispute with 
China. 

PhILIPPINES More than 
100 Filipino activists 
demand that China stop 
its increasingly assertive 
actions in the disputed 
South China Sea, and 
warn during a rally they 
could target Chinese 
economic interests. 

PhILIPPINES A British 
man living in the 
Philippines for 10 years 
has been arrested 
to face charges he 
molested a 14-year-
old boy in the United 
Kingdom, Filipino 
immigration authorities 
say.

USA The Pentagon 
disclosed Wednesday 
that it inadvertently 
shipped possibly live 
anthrax to at least 51 
laboratories across the 
U.S. and in three foreign 
countries over the past 
decade, but it has yet 
to determine how it 
happened, who is to 
blame, why it was not 
discovered earlier and 
how much worse the 
embarrassment will get.
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