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Iraq A series of car 
bombings across Iraq 
yesterday killed at least 
36 people and wounded 
dozens as the government 
continued its efforts to 
combat extremism across 
the country. The largest 
bombing took place in 
the Shiite-majority town 
of al-Khales in eastern 
Diyala province. At least 
12 people were killed in 
the attack and 30 were 
wounded when the car 
bomb tore through a 
commercial street.

South China Sea 
Authorities in China 
and the Philippines say 
typhoon Mujigae that 
tore through the northern 
Philippines before roaring 
ashore in southern China 
has killed at least nine 
people and left dozens of 
fishermen missing.

Malaysia shuts most 
schools nationwide for 
two days to protect 
children from a thick, 
noxious haze caused 
by smoke from burning 
forests in neighboring 
Indonesia. The haze also 
spread to Thailand, the 
first time it has reached 
hazardous levels so far 
north. More on p13

More on  backpage

macau cloud shouldn’t 
darken philippine casinos

22 candidates per 
public house

“The whole industry has been painted 
with the same brush, but we’re 
nowhere near the situation in Macau,” 
billionaire Enrique Razon Jr. says

The Housing Bureau organized a 
draw that determined the order of 
42,699 candidates who are applying 
for 1,900 flats
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WORLD BRIEFS Tu Youyou beats malaria

First Chinese scientist 
to win Nobel in medicine
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Uber conducts market 
research in Macau  P3 MDT REPORT
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The Housing Bureau (IH) 
president Ieong Kam Wa 

stressed that another appli-
cation for economic housing 
units might only come if the 
land resources are made avai-
lable. Ieong was speaking on 
the sidelines of the draw out-
come yesterday that determi-
ned the order of 42,699 can-
didates who are applying for 
1,900 flats.

The IH head made it clear 
that whether or not the au-
thorities would kick off a new 
application, depending on the 
availability of land resources 
and relevant urban planning 
for public housing. “If rele-
vant conditions haven’t ripe-
ned, we won’t be able to say 
what the arrangement of the 
next economic housing appli-
cation will be,” he explained.

The Transport Bu-
reau (DSAT) is up-

dating four of its bus 
routes starting today in 
order to respond to citi-
zens’ commuting needs, 
especially to and from 
Seac Pai Van and the 
University of Macau’s 
Hengqin Campus.

The changes are 
mainly focused on im-
proving the frequency 
and extending opera-
tion schedules of the 
routes, as well as chan-
ging some routes’ de-
signations in order to 
clearly identify their 
destinations. In this 
way, the routes 22F 
and MT3U will adopt 
a new designation as 
routes 52 and 73 res-
pectively.

According to DSAT, 
there are a rising num-
ber of passengers tra-
velling on these routes 

Macau’s tourist 
attractions were 

showcased at the Grand 
Central Terminal in 
New York City from 
October 1 to 4.  The 
roadshow presented the 
region as a tourist des-
tination boasting a uni-
que fusion of Western 
and Eastern culture 
through a combination 
of art, stage performan-
ces, and food. The dis-
play served as an oppor-
tunity for the Macau 
Government Tourism 
Office to distribute pro-
motional material, and 
for local travel agents to 

T’Way Air 
to launch 
Macau–Seoul 
route
South Korean low-cost 
carrier T’Way Airlines has 
announced that it will be 
launching a new Seoul–
Macau route starting in late 
November. The service will 
include five weekly links 
to Incheon International 
Airport. The first flight is 
scheduled for November 27.

SJM wants 
Individual 
Visa Scheme 
extension

The Individual Visa Scheme 
extended to more cities in 
mainland China, according 
to Ambrose So.  SJM’s CEO 
said yesterday that the first 
days of the “golden week” 
have been good. However 
he expects October gaming 
revenue to be down by a 
third from last year.

100 new 
licenses for 
radio taxi
A public tender will be 
organized to attribute 100 
new special taxi licenses, 
according to an Official 
Gazette dispatch. The 
licenses are to operate 
taxis via the radio taxi 
service, suspended by the 
government on November 
last year when Vang Iek 
Radio Taxi (known as 
“yellow taxis”) stopped 
operating. The Transport 
Bureau explained in a press 
relaease that the tender 
preparation works are 
“about done” and stated 
that in a “short period of 
time” it will publish all 
of the details regarding 
this process. The new 
concession to operate the 
service will be valid for a 
period of eight years.

Housing 

42,699 applicants apply 
for 1,900 available flats

Transport

More buses for Seac 
Pai Van, UM campus

Tourism 

Macau highlighted in New York

The official dismissed the 
possibility of returning to the 
previous scoring method, clai-
ming that the current scheme, 
which classifies applicants 
into three major groups for 
priority, embodied the appro-
priate sense of equity and ef-
ficacy.

“Objectively faced with a 
shortage of public housing, 
we see the current model as a 
more pragmatic system, whi-
ch accentuates fairness and 
efficiency,” he told media. “At 
the current stage that we don’t 
have any intentions to amend 
the system.”

After the preliminary exami-
nation, up to 3,893 applica-
tions failed to make it to the 
final stage despite having en-
tered the draw, which was the 
second step in the three-phase 
selection process. Ieong said 
that those applicants would 
not qualify for the flats even 
though they would place high 
in the rankings.

Mr Ieong revealed that the go-
vernment’s study into the “new 
type of public housing” will be 
close to ready by the end of the 
year. Furthermore, the gover-
nment is now also digesting 
the collection of public opinion 
that it gathered through a con-
sultation on the social housing 
regulation amendment.

It was believed that succes-
sful grantees would start pi-
cking their preferred flats in 
order from the end of the year, 
as the bureau will approach 
them early next month for de-
tailed certification for its ulti-
mate scrutiny.

Starting from today, appli-
cants should call 2835 6288 
or visit the Housing Bureau’s 
website to learn more about 
the result of the draw. The 
outcome will also be available 
to view at eight designated ve-
nues from October 6 to 20.

and in order to best 
accommodate their 
needs, the new route 
52 will operate from 
6 a.m. to 12 a.m., that 
is, four hours longer 
than the previous 22F 
that stopped operating 
at 8pm. The frequency 
of the route will also 
by improved, from the 
previous 15 to 30 mi-
nutes to a bus every 4 
to 12 minutes.

As for the new route 
73, there will be a bus 
every 8 to 12 minutes 
instead of the current 
12 to 20 minutes. At the 
same time, and in order 
to optimize the night 
routes between the pe-
ninsula and Taipa, the 
frequency of the routes 
MT3 and N2 will also 
increase: 6 to 12 minu-
tes between departures 
on MT3 and 8 to 20 mi-
nutes for the N2. RM

promote their own tra-
vel packages.

The roadshow inclu-
ded performances of 
the famous lion dance, 
and of Portuguese folk 
dance, and opportu-
nities for visitors to 
dress in traditional folk 
costumes and to take 
photos with the dan-
cers. Silhouette paper-
cutting in the shapes 
of some of Macau’s 
most famous tourist 
attractions - such as 
the Ruins of St. Paul’s, 
A-Ma Temple, and Se-
nado Square - was also 
used to promote the 

territory. 
Travellers were invi-

ted to try free samples 
of signature dishes 
from Macau, such as 
African Chicken Mea-
tball, Shrimp Toast and 
a Portuguese Egg Tart. 
In addition, workshops 
were held to give parti-
cipants the opportunity 
to make their own Por-
tuguese tiles or Chinese 
lanterns. The four-day 
event was hosted at 
Vanderbilt Hall, which 
is typically used today 
for special exhibitions, 
located in the city’s ma-
jor railroad station. 
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tourist duped by taxi driver in hong kong

A Swiss tourist in Hong Kong 
was illegally charged HKD8,000 
for his journey from the HK In-
ternational Airport to his hotel in 
Kowloon. A typical fare for this 
distance would amount to between 
HKD250 or HKD300. The South 
China Morning Post reported that 
the 22-year-old tourist has decided 

not to pursue the case. However, 
the police traffic unit is following 
it up amid concerns that this type 
of misconduct may affect the city’s 
reputation as a tourist destination. 
There were 351 complaints con-
cerning taxi drivers overcharging 
in the first quarter of 2015, down 
from 396 in the previous quarter.

MACAU澳聞
 

3

Catarina Pinto

The ride-sharing app 
service Uber Techno-
logies Inc. has made it 
to Hong Kong, where 

it has drawn both praise and 
controversy. A number of Uber 
drivers have been arrested, but 
service demand continues to 
grow.

Macau has yet to experience 
the services of the San Francis-
co-based private car-hire app. 
Signs that Uber could open 
here have come down to two 
recruitment ads on Uber’s we-
bsite, one for a General Mana-
ger and another for a Marketing 
Manager. 

The Times knows of at least 
two people who have revea-
led that they are working for 
Uber employees attempting 
to do market research in the 
city, where the taxi service still 
doesn’t meet the minimum ex-
pected standards. 

The Times sought comment 
from Uber Technologies Inc.’s 
main offices, and contacted its 
Asian Marketing division to 
learn whether the app would be 
launched in Macau, but recei-
ved no reply by press time. 

The Transport Bureau (DSAT) 
told the Times that it has never 
been approached by Uber Tech-
nologies Inc. The Macau Gover-
nment Tourist Office (MGTO) 
also said that it did not have 
“any record of a travel agency 
or self-driven rent-a-car busi-

The controversial 
transportation appli-

cation service Uber has 
come under increasing 
pressure and opposition 
from governments and lo-
cal taxi service companies, 
who claim that its unlicen-
sed drivers are unsafe and 
illegal.

2014 and 2015 saw the 
formation of large-scale 
opposition rallies against 
Uber’s operations, with 
protests staged in Ger-
many, France, Spain, En-
gland, China, and many 
other countries. Some of 

the protests have resulted 
in attacks on Uber drivers 
or their cars, such as those 
in France in January 2014. 

Uber contends that it is 
not a traditional taxi ser-
vice company. It is ins-
tead a technology-driven 
service that can be used 
to request a driver. As it 
does not operate as a taxi 
service, it is therefore not 
required to adhere to taxi 
regulations.

To further distance them-
selves from the taxi service 
model, the company does 
not acknowledge their 

staff as employees, but 
rather contractors – mea-
ning that they are exempt 
from enjoying standard 
employment rights such 
as stable working hours. 
This technicality promp-
ted the USA to issue new 
guidelines in 2015, saying 
that anyone who is “eco-
nomically dependent” on 
their employer should be 
treated as an employee.

Those protesting against 
Uber’s practices argue 
that the company provi-
des the same basic servi-
ce as a taxi company but 

is exempt from the same 
regulations (including pri-
cing restrictions) because 
of a technicality. Many 
also claim that the com-
pany is destroying tradi-
tional livelihoods through 
their discriminatory stan-
dards of conduct.

To make matters worse, 
Uber has also developed a 
reputation for conducting 
both covert and explicit 
operations against compe-
titor companies, journalis-
ts critical of the company, 
and even its own dissen-
ting employees or drivers.

In January 2014, Uber 
had to apologize after it 
was found to be encou-
raging its employees to 
order fake rides from a 
newly-established com-
peting service, Gett. Later 
in the same year, Senior 
VP Emil Michael issued 
an apology after publicly 
suggesting that Uber hire 
a team of researchers to 
investigate the personal li-
ves of journalists who cri-
ticized the company. 

Daphne Kasriel-Alexan-
der, a consumer trends 
consultant at Euromoni-

tor, provided a summary 
of the alleged problems 
with Uber by saying that 
the company “has been 
accused of everything 
from having a reckless at-
titude towards safety, to 
putting cab drivers out of 
work. I believe that this is 
because the Uber taxi ri-
de-sharing app bypasses 
traditional cab companies 
and traditional ways of 
working, along with the 
accompanying regula-
tory mechanisms of the 
industry, including tariff 
bands.” Staff Reporter 

 
That kind of 
toxic culture is 
not something 
you want 
in Macau, 
because 
taxis are toxic 
enough already.

Andrew Scott
MTPA president

This Thursday, June 25, 2015 file photo shows a Paris cab during a blockade by taxi 
drivers in Paris

Transport

No sign of Uber 
operating in Macau yet

ness application from Uber Te-
chnologies Inc.”

In a phone interview, the pre-
sident of the Macau Taxi Pas-
sengers Association (MTPA), 
Andrew Scott, talked to The 
Times about Uber’s usefulness 
here and whether the app could 
eventually become a reality in 
Macau.

“Uber is just a technology 

company, it’s not a transporta-
tion company. So they can pro-
vide the technological platform, 
but you still need drivers, and 
where are they going to get tho-
se drivers from?” he asked.

According to Mr Scott, who 
has used Uber in Sydney and 
Hong Kong, the app’s general 
concept “is great” and the ri-
de-sharing service could one 

day be implemented in Macau, 
whether by Uber or another 
company. 

“The general concept is great, 
but there have been a lot of 
problems around the world – 
terrible comments in the U.S. 
[about Uber]. That kind of toxic 
culture is not something you 
want in Macau, because taxis 
are toxic enough already,” he 
warned.

Mr Scott does not foresee an 
easy ride for any private car-hi-
re company in Macau. “The cor-
porate culture of Uber and the 
corporate culture of the Macau 
government are not very com-
patible,” he acknowledged, ad-
ding that Macau already lacks 
local drivers.

“To be a driver of a vehicle 
charging for transportation, 
you must be a local Macau re-
sident, but where are the local 
drivers? Where are they going 
to get the drivers from? Taxi 
companies can’t find drivers; 
they’re short of drivers.”

The Macau Taxi Passengers 
Association was established 
last year by Mr Scott and other 
members of the Facebook 
group Macau Taxi Driver Sha-
me, which has gone viral. 

The Facebook group was in-
tended to help them discuss 

and fix Macau’s taxi problems, 
including overcharging and 
fishing, among other issues. 

“Taxi services got a lot better 
this year, but we have all noti-
ced that in the last month it’s 
gotten worse again. I think it 
happened because the poli-
ce have finally started to relax 
their enforcement. I think the 
enforcement was extremely 
strong in January, February, 
March, April and May. It star-
ted to slack off in June,” he ob-
served. 

Uber Technologies Inc. de-
velops and operates the Uber 
mobile app, through which 
smartphone users can submit a 
trip request, which is then redi-
rected to Uber drivers who use 
their own cars.

The company has had a busy 
summer, as pointed out in a re-
cent report by British newspa-
per The Guardian. 

The app-based transportation 
service is the world’s richest 
startup, and it is now testing 
on-demand mass transit with 
its Smart Routes offering. The 
uberPOOL now matches riders 
heading in the same direction, 
allowing them to save time and 
money.

It is no secret that the com-
pany is expanding into China. 
However, controversies have 
mushroomed across all regions 
where Uber operates, as stories 
of clients harassed or assaulted 
by drivers have emerged. The 
company also faces ongoing 
protests and lawsuits filed by 
taxi drivers, who have been 
reluctant to welcome the Uber 
app and claim that it presents 
unfair competition.

Critics claim Uber service illegal and unsafe
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The 27th Sino-Luso Inter-
national Medical Forum 

will be taking place in Macau 
from October 9 to 11. The fo-
rum addresses medical edu-
cation and training in Macau 
and is entitled “Optimizing 
Macau’s Graduate Medical 
Education”.

According to a press relea-
se issued by the organizers, 
the purpose of the forum is to 
aid the region’s frontline me-
dical providers with the best 
training, by allowing healthca-
re professionals to share and 
learn the best practices, meet 
with experts face-to-face, and 
cultivate international connec-
tions in the field.

The three-day event will in-
clude keynote presentations, 
plenaries, workshops, scienti-
fic symposiums, and the chan-
ce to network with nearly 500 
health care professionals dis-
cussing new ideas in medical 
education.

Dr Manson Fok, president of 
the Sino-Luso Medical Forum, 

The main indicators of the 
construction sector registe-

red a general increase in 2014, 
largely due to the construction 
of hotels and entertainment fa-
cilities, according to information 
from the Statistics and Census 
Service (DSEC).

The statistical data indicates 
that the value of construction 
increased by 63.2 percent year-
on-year to MOP78.15 billion, 
intermediate consumption rose 
by 60.2 percent to MOP61.03 
billion, and labor cost grew by 
42.3 percent to MOP11.35 billion.

A total of 2,633 establishments 
were operating in the construc-
tion sector in 2014 – a decrease 
of 136 year-on-year. However, 
the number of people engaged in 
the sector increased by 11,361 to 
45,368.

Analyzed by the types of cons-
truction project, the value of 
private constructions grew by 
76.4 percent year-on-year to 
MOP66.88 billion. Of these con-
tructions, the construction value 
of hotels and entertainment faci-
lities increased by 122.3 percent, 
while that of private residential 
buildings fell by 9.6 percent. Pu-

Statistics

Stronger construction 
sector boosts local economy

Forum aims to improve 
healthcare training 
and education

blic construction works increa-
sed by 11.6 percent year-on-year 
to MOP8.12 billion, and land for-
mation and reclamation works 
surged by 697.7 percent due to 
the current land reclamation 
projects in progress.

Meanwhile, the construction 
value of Light Rapid Transit and 
Roads decreased by 17.2 percent 
to MOP1.55 billion, and the cons-
truction value of piers fell by 52.9 
percent to MOP636 million.

Analyzed by location, a total of 
946 construction projects were 
carried out on the Macau penin-
sula, 80 projects were based in 
Cotai, while 103 projects were 
based in Coloane. The value of 
construction figures increased by 
94.4 percent on the Macau pe-
ninsula and 109.9 percent in Co-
tai, while the construction value 
fell by 21.6 percent in Coloane.

said that the forum “will be de-
veloped in close partnership 
with regional strategic partners 
from Hong Kong, Greater Chi-
na, the United Kingdom, USA 
and Australia.” He added, “Ma-
cau is now on the verge of con-
solidating the medical educa-
tion and training sectors,” and 
“we are thrilled and looking 
forward to [the] exchange of 
these experiences and innova-
tions at this forum.”

Among the speakers at the 
forum will be Dr Leonie Wa-
tterson, the director of Skils 
Centre, Faculty of Medicine, 
from the University of Sydney. 

She will speak about the chan-
ging environment within heal-
th care services internationally, 
and will discuss innovations 
within medical education and 
training in Australia.

Other keynote speakers will 
include Dr Qianzhu Liu, an ex-
pert from Beijing, who will dis-
cuss her experiences working 
with the British Medical Asso-
ciation’s BMJ and their digital 
solutions for health care im-
provement. Lastly, the lineup 
includes Dr Huili Che, who will 
speak about ethical and effecti-
ve medical publications.

Workshops will also be held 
for both nurses and physicians 
at the Centre for Excellence at 
the Faculty of Health Science 
on the campus of the Macau 
University of Science and Te-
chnology (MUST).

The Sino-Luso International 
Medical Forum was launched 
in May 2011 and has reportedly 
trained over 5,000 local and 
regional doctors and nurses. 
Staff Reporter
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No matter what 
the central 
government 
brings 
to Macau, it’s 
usually related 
to improving 
the tourism 
there.

Chris Kwai

MACAU澳聞

Macau  casino sha-
res rose in Hong 
Kong trading after 
the government 

released statistical data indica-
ting that the number of Chinese 
visitors to the world’s largest 
gambling hub increased during 
China’s “golden week” holiday. 
According to Bloomberg, the 
stock rise may be related to Li 
Gang’s statements last week, 
indicating that China may move 
to support the city’s economy.

Galaxy Entertainment Group 
Ltd. rose 5.3 percent to close at 
HKD22.85, its highest recorded 
level since Sept. 21. Sands Chi-
na Ltd. gained 3.4 percent, with 
Wynn  Macau  Ltd and  MGM 
China Holdings Ltd both up by 
more than 2 percent. SJM Hol-
dings Ltd. climbed 1 percent. 
The benchmark Hang Seng In-
dex rose 1.6 percent.

Macau has seen casino reve-
nues fall for 16 straight months 
as China’s anti-graft campaign 
and a slowdown in the country’s 
economy deter high rollers, or 
VIP gamblers, coming to Ma-
cau. The gambling downturn 
has dragged Macau’s economy 

Aspect of the Galaxy Macau casino resort 

Gaming 

Casino shares rise after ‘golden week’  

down to its weakest performan-
ce since 2011.

“I believe that the mass-
market trend over the holiday 
was pretty good,” said Grant 
Govertsen, an analyst at Union 
Gaming Group, referring to the 
lower-end players.   “The ga-
ming revenue number will show 
us a sequential increase from 
September. But I think the VIP 
still has a question mark over 
it from the holiday weekend.” 

Yesterday’s casino stock surge 
could also be the resulting rally 
of a Chinese official’s reported 
comments on possible support 
measures for Macau, he said.

Shares of Macau’s casino ope-
rators spiked on Friday after Li 
Gang, director of the Chinese 
government’s local liaison offi-
ce, said that Beijing will intro-
duce more policies this year to 
support Macau’s economy. The 
city’s September gaming reve-

nue also came within analysts’ 
forecasts. 

According to data from 
the Macau Government Tourist 
Office, visitors from China, who 
account for more than two-
thirds of the city’s total tourists, 
rose 22 percent to 276,557 on 
October 1 and 2,  the first two 
days of the nation’s weeklong 
holiday, which is traditionally 
peak season. That was compa-
red with a growth rate of 4.3 

percent for the same period in 
2014.

The total number of travelers 
to the city in those two days rose 
13.4 percent to 327,186 from a 
year earlier, the tourist office 
said. Visitors from the main-
land have dropped 4.1 percent 
for the first eight months of this 
year, according to official data.

Macau’s gaming regula-
tor announced late Thursday 
that gross gaming revenue 
had decreased by 33 per-
cent to MOP17.1 billion ($2.1 
billion) last month, narrowing 
from August’s 35.5-percent 
drop. Analysts are expecting a 
32-percent slump in 2015 befo-
re rebounding next year, accor-
ding to a Bloomberg survey.

“It’s a surprise that share pri-
ces have gone up so much,” 
said Chris Kwai from  China 
International Capital Corp. 
“No matter what the central 
government brings to  Macau, 
it’s usually related to impro-
ving the tourism there. We do 
need some fundamentals. In 
general we are still waiting for 
the gross gaming revenue re-
covery,” he said. MDT/Agencies
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student 
arrested for 
underage sex

A mother called the 
police after she found out 
through her daughter’s 
mobile phone that the 
14-year-old pupil had sex 
with an 18-year-old fellow 
student. It was said by the 
Judiciary Police that the 
junior agreed upon having 
sex with the man during a 
sleepover at his home after 
a night out.
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corporate bits

MGM China and the Macau Asso-
ciation of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers (MACA) have reached 
an agreement on music public per-
formance licenses, which aims to 
protect the copyright of all songwri-
ters whose works are played at MGM 
properties. The agreement marks an 

Hainan Airlines opened its Ma-
cau–Haikou route on September 
29, and is now providing three 
flights weekly on Mondays, We-
dnesdays, and Saturdays.

An inaugural flight ceremony 
was hosted at the Macau In-
ternational Airport (MIA) on the 
day of the first flight. The cere-
mony was attended by guests 
from Hainan, including Mr Wang 
Sheng, the Head of Hainan go-
vernment delegation, and Mr 
Han Dian, the President of Ma-
cau Hainan Natives Association. 
The flight service leaves Macau 
at approximately 6:10 p.m. and 
arrives in Haikou at 8:20 p.m. 
local time. The flight duration 
is approximately 1 hour and 10 
minutes.

The L’Arc Macau volunteering team 
launched a clothing recycling cam-
paign in September to promote a 
message to their staff and the wider 
community on the importance of reu-
sing resources. The casino-resort’s 
staff and volunteer team jointly col-
lected more than 600 clothing items 

mgm china and maca reach agreement hainan airlines 
launch macau–
haikou route

l’arc macau promotes recycling campaign

important step towards safeguarding 
the interests of local and international 
musicians performing in Macau, and 
ensures that creative efforts are pro-
perly remunerated. The agreement 
will extend to all areas and outlets of 
MGM China’s second property, MGM 
COTAI, when it opens next year.

and delivered them to the Salvation 
Army of Macau on September 29. 
Some of the clothes will be sold in the 
Salvation Army shop to raise funds for 
future activities, whereas the remain-
der will be donated to people in need 
within Macau, Hong Kong, and the 
mainland China region.

MACAU 澳聞

The Secretary for So-
cial Affairs and Culture, 

Alexis Tam, was presented 
with the Macau flag by the 
delegation that will compe-
te in the 1st National Youth 
Games. In a ceremony held 
at the government head-
quarters. Alexis Tam and 
the president of the Macau 
Sport Development Board, 
José Tavares, encouraged 
the athletes to represent the 
MSAR with their best le-
vel of sportsmanship, while 
wishing them good luck for 
the competition.

The 1st National Youth 
Games (NYG) is a sporting 
competition organized by 
the General Administration 
of Sport of China and under-
taken by the People’s Gover-
nment of Fujian Province. 
Formerly known as the Na-
tional Intercity Games, the 
eighth edition of these ga-
mes was officially renamed 
as the 1st National Youth 
Games.

When it was first held in 

Aries Un

The Public Security 
Police busted a pros-

titution ring at a hotel 
located in Cotai on Sun-
day afternoon, arresting 
a total of 14 mainlanders 
who had been offering 
sex services inside that 
hotel for three months.

According to the autho-
rities, who took action 

The opportunity to “gaze at 
one of the big, bumbling pan-

das” seems to be the main reason 
to visit Macau, according to The 
Sun newspaper. 

The Sun, a daily tabloid newspa-
per in the UK and Ireland, pub-
lished an article this week entit-
led “7 Reasons to Visit Macau”. 
On this list, the author, Laura 
Millar, includes several referen-
ces to the Portuguese historical 
influence on the peninsula. Millar 
recommends that tourists peruse 
the Macanese architecture, inclu-
ding St Paul’s church and Largo 
do Senado, as well as sample its 
culinary offerings – such as the 
famous egg tarts and other Por-
tuguese and Sino-Portuguese 
hybrid dishes.

It would be difficult to compose 
a list of ‘must-do’s’ in Macau, wi-
thout mentioning the luxury casi-
nos “housed in extravagant, over-
the-top hotels”, which Millar 
refers to as “[a] taste of Vegas”. 
The article also suggests a bungee 
jump from the 233m-tall Macau 
Tower, along with a visit to the 
15th-century A-Ma temple. 

Gazing at a panda tops 
The Sun’s ‘7 reasons to 
visit Macau’

CRIME

Police bust vice ring allegedly active for three months in Cotai

Local delegation travels to 
first National Youth Games

Perhaps Millar ran out of ideas 
with which to fill her article, be-
cause the fifth reason listed was 
actually a visit to nearby Hong 
Kong. But, most surprising of all, 
was that “gazing at one of the big, 
bumbling pandas” at the Giant 
Panda Pavilion topped The Sun’s 
list. 

The publication’s feature of Ma-
cau comes at a time when the Ma-
cau Government Tourist Office’s 
figures published on its website 
revealed that the number of visi-
tors to Macau in the first quarter 
of 2015 is down by 3.6 percent, 
compared with the same period 
last year. Staff Reporter

after earlier receiving 
tip-offs, a man and wo-
man both aged 26 enlis-
ted the rest of the suspec-
ts through social media 
and the Cotai Strip. The 
suspects, who hail from 
eight Chinese cities, were 
inducted into their ring 
as hookers while tou-
ting sex services inside 
a resort situated on that 
gambling strip.

Upon reaching a deal 
with their clients the-
re, the pair then would 
mobilize the prostitu-
tes through social me-
dia, where they usually 
maintained communi-
cation, to conduct sex 
services inside two of 
the hotel’s rooms, which 
were booked in advance.

Each prostitute wou-
ld receive individual 

remuneration ranging 
between HKD1,500 to 
HKD2,000 for each ser-
vice, but had to pay the 
ring organizers HKD500 
per day as rent for the 
room and commissions 
of at least 10 percent of 
their own payment.

Through the investiga-
tions, it was discovered 
the pair behind the ring 
has profited to the tune 

of HKD7,500. The wo-
man denied her role in 
manipulating prostitu-
tes while the man ack-
nowledged the illegal 
act.

Police uncovered some 
cash in different curren-
cies and 15 cellphones 
in the rooms. All of the 
suspects were taken to 
the Public Prosecution 
Office.

1988, the Games were set 
as a national multi-sports 
event that took place every 
four years, with the aim of 
identifying and training 
sports talent, as well as pro-
moting the development of 
sports in various cities.

The 1st NYG will be held 
from October 18 to 27 in 
Fuzhou, Fujian Province. 
China and Macau will be re-

presented by a delegation of 
103 athletes, competing in 
13 sporting events.

The NYG includes a total of 
26 competition events across 
a wide range of sports, inclu-
ding archery, wushu, bad-
minton, basketball, cycling, 
fencing, football, gymnasti-
cs, hockey, judo, sailing, ta-
ble tennis, and taekwondo, 
among others. RM
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We never 
had the 
business from 
China, which 
nowadays is 
probably a 
good thing.

Enrique Razon Jr.
Bloomberry Resorts

BUSINESS 分析

Ian Sayson, Cecilia Yap 
& Clarissa Batino

We’re not Macau.
That’s the mes-

sage from Phili-
ppine billionaire 

Enrique Razon Jr. after casino 
operator Bloomberry Resorts 
Corp. tumbled 61 percent this 
year, making it the nation’s 
worst-performing major stock.

Bloomberry’s losses will nar-
row because gambling revenue 
is growing, unlike in Macau, 
Razon said in an interview last 
week in Manila. He said the 
company’s earnings will impro-
ve and it plans to provision by 
year-end for all unpaid credit 
extended to VIP and premium 
players, he said. Bloomber-
ry provided 1.81 billion pesos 
(USD39 million) in the first 
half for 4.69 billion pesos of re-
ceivables.

“The whole industry has been 
painted with the same brush, 
but we’re nowhere near the si-
tuation in Macau, where reve-
nue is really falling,” said Ra-
zon, 55.

Philippine casino operators 
have plunged in 2015 as an an-
ticipated flood of high-rollers 
from China failed to materia-
lize amid an anti-corruption 
drive spearheaded by President 
Xi Jinping and worsening rela-
tions between the two nations. 
State-run Philippine Amuse-
ment & Gaming Corp. predicts 
casino revenue in the Southeast 
Asian country may accelerate in 
the second half after rising 16 
percent in the first six months 
of the year.

The Philippine casino market 

Greece's European 
creditors voiced hope 

yesterday that the coun-
try's newly elected go-
vernment will deliver on 
promises to overhaul its 
economy, which would 
pave the way to the re-
lease of billions of bailout 
cash and potential help 
on debt repayments.

As the eurozone's 19 
finance ministers were 
meeting in Luxembourg 
to discuss the country's 
outlook, Greek Prime Mi-

Tourists make their way outside a souvenir shop at the port of the 
Greek Aegean island of Naxos

European Crisis

Greek creditors hopeful new 
government will deliver reforms

Billionaire Enrique Razon, chairman of Bloomberry Resorts Corp.

Gaming 

Macau cloud shouldn’t darken 
Philippine casinos, Razon says

can grow without China throu-
gh increased spending by mass 
and local gamblers, Razon 
said. Bloomberry will still pur-
sue premium players throu-

gh junket operators instead of 
doing it directly, he said.

“The good thing now, in hind-
sight, is that our relationship 
with China is really not that 
good,” he said. “So we never 
had the business from China, 
which nowadays is probably a 
good thing.”

As Bloomberry was construc-
ting its Solaire Resort in Mani-
la, tensions between the Phili-
ppines and China were building 
over disputed territories in the 
South China Sea. The number 
of Chinese tourists to the coun-
try fell by about 33 percent in 
the first quarter.

The company posted a net 
loss of 773.5 million pesos in 
the second quarter amid higher 
operating costs and expenses at 

Solaire, which opened March 
2013. Revenue grew 9.5 percent 
to 5.99 billion pesos.

Growth in casino takings will 
be subdued unless demand from 
Chinese gamblers picks up, says 
Astro del Castillo, managing di-
rector at First Grade Finance Inc.

“The environment will remain 
difficult and investors will re-
main skeptical as it’s hard to 
imagine where spectacular 
growth will come from for Phi-
lippine casinos without China, 
since that’s the region’s biggest 
source of gaming traffic,” Cas-
tillo said.

Razon said he expects the 
mass market to keep growing 
and account for 60 percent of 
Bloomberry’s gambling reve-
nue in three to five years. Pre-

mium customers from Sou-
theast Asia, Taiwan and South 
Korea also continue to arrive at 
Solaire, Razon said.

Gross gaming revenue in Ma-
cau fell by a third in Septem-
ber, its 16th straight month of 
declines. Philippine takings 
from casino operations is fore-
cast to grow 13 percent a year 
from 2014 to 2017, the highest 
rate in Asia Pacific, while re-
venue in Macau is expected to 
drop by 11 percent during that 
period, Macquarie Group Ltd. 
said in a Sept. 28 report. Phi-
lippine Amusement & Gaming 
Chairman Cristino Naguiat 
said in July the nation’s casino 
revenue has a “good chance" 
of growing 20 percent to $3 
billion this year.

Bloomberry jumped 9 per-
cent at the close in Manila, the 
sharpest gain since April 2012. 
Travellers International Hotel 
Group Inc. gained 2.2 percent, 
while Melco Crown Philippines 
Resorts Corp. rose 7.8 percent.

Bloomberry is also looking 
overseas for expansion. The 
company will probably know 
by December whether its bid to 
build a casino resort in South 
Korea’s Incheon Free Econo-
mic Zone is successful, while 
a casino venture in the North 
Asian country’s Jeju Island may 
start making money next year, 
Razon said. The company also 
is seeking a gaming permit in 
Argentina, where it would need 
to spend about $500 million 
to build a “respectable” casino, 
Razon said.

Razon has a net worth of $3.7 
billion, according to the Bloom-
berg Billionaires Index. He 
made his fortune through In-
ternational Container Terminal 
Services Inc., a Manila-based 
operator of cargo facilities in 
about 20 countries.

“We can’t stick to a strategy 
just because we want to,” Razon 
said. “This is the time to make 
good moves that will make you 
a lot of money down the road. 
We have to adapt to the market, 
whatever that takes.” Bloomberg

nister Alexis Tsipras was 
set to submit his govern-
ment's draft 2016 budget 
to parliament later Mon-
day.

The budget will outline 
reforms required under 
the country's new three
-year, 86 billion-euro 
(USD96 billion) interna-
tional bailout. Without 
delivering on its side of 
the bailout deal agreed 
in July, Greece would not 
be able to tap the bailout 
funds and once again face 

the prospect of bankrup-
tcy and an exit from the 
euro.

"A lot of work has to be 
done," said Jeroen Dijs-
selbloem, the eurozone's 
top official. "It's in the 
Greek interest to deliver 
as quickly as possible."

He said Greece must 
enact a chunk of its pro-
mised reforms before 
creditors can also start 
discussing how to lighten 
the country's debt load.

Greece has relied on bai-

lout funds from its euro-
zone partners as well as 
the International Mone-
tary Fund since the spring 
of 2010. Despite years of 
spending cuts and tax in-
creases that were requi-
red in return for the bai-
louts, the country is still 
not in a position to meet 
its debt commitments on 
its own.

In return for the third 
bailout, which was ne-
gotiated after months 
of tortuous negotiations 

that saw Greece's banks 
shuttered for weeks and 
strict controls on money 
flows imposed, the Greek 
government has to deliver 
on a series of measures, 
such as sales taxes increa-
ses, labor market reforms 

and privatizations.
Pierre Moscovici, the 

European Commission's 
top economy official, said 
he's encouraged by Tsi-
pras' recent pledges that 
his government will meet 
its promises. AP
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A consortium formed 
equally by Cheu-

ng Kong Infrastructu-
re Holdings Limited 
(CKI) and Power As-
sets Holdings Limited 
(PAH) paid 288 million 
euros for Portuguese 
wind power company 
Iberwind, according to 
a market statement is-

Portugal

HK consortium pays 288 million euros for wind power company

East-Timor’s capital Dili

Malaysian business-
people who visited East 

Timor this month identi-
fied several investment and 
business opportunities in 
the country, said Abu Bakar 
Koyakutty, director of the che-
mical, oil and gas section of 
Malaysia’s foreign trade pro-
motion agency.

Representatives of 10 com-
panies, nine of which suppliers 
and manufacturers for the oil 

Trade delegation identifies business 
opportunities in East Timor

sued in Hong Kong Fri-
day.

A statement issued 
through the Stock Ex-
change said the two 
companies controlled 
by Hong Kong billio-
naire Li Ka-Shing will 
each pay a maximum of 
144 million euros for the 
wind company, owned 

thus far by Portuguese 
and Spanish venture ca-
pital company Magnum 
Capital Industrial Part-
ners.

Iberwind has 31 wind 
farms producing 684 
megawatts of electrici-
ty, a figure that repre-
sents about 15 percent 
of installed wind power 

capacity in Portugal. 
The statement said this 
acquisition allows the 
consortium to expand 
its “renewable ener-
gy platform” globally, 
being consistent with 
the group’s strategy “to 
invest in energy produc-
tion.”

Venture capital com-

pany Magnum Capital 
Industrial Partners, 
founded in 2006 with 
initial capital of 866 
million euros, aims to 
invest in and develop 
Spain and Portugal ba-
sed companies.

The Portuguese media 
reported that this is the 
second wind asset deal in 

Portugal in the last week, 
after Italian group Enel 
(Ente Nazionale per l’ele-
ttrica energy) sold Finer-
ge – Gestão de Projectos 
Energéticos through its 
subsidiary Enel Green 
Power Espana to an Aus-
tralian investment fund 
for 900 million euros.  
MDT/Macauhub

sector, were in Dili – before a 
visit to Jakarta, Indonesia – 
for contacts with the Timorese 
authorities and officials of the 
National Petroleum Autho-
rity and the Timor Gap, a vi-
sit organized by the Malaysia 
External Trade Development 
Corporation (Matrade) and 
Malaysia Petroleum Resour-
ces Corporation (MPRC).

Abu Bakar Koyakutty, who 
led the delegation, said that 

the activities available in East 
Timor to conduct business 
were in the immediate term 
almost nonexistent, but of 
great potential in the medium 
term.

Tax advantages help East Ti-
mor, an emerging country, to 
create a positive environment 
for Malaysian companies, a 
country that has a history of 
support for the independence 
of the country, according to 
the director of Matrade.

“Malaysia has a good reputa-
tion among the East Timore-
se because we are among the 
donors and the countries that 
have helped develop Timor-
Leste since independence,” he 
said. MDT/Macauhub
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Helene Franchineau, Beijing 

Soup spoon, salad fork ... 
Zhang Zhejing struggled to 

remember how to lay out the 
cutlery on either side of the 
plate. She also forgot to put the 
water glass next to the wine 
glass — a crucial mistake that 
would not go unnoticed by her 
two examiners.

Ironing, suitcase-packing, 
cooking and Western-style ta-
ble setting — with knives, forks 
and spoons rather than with 
chopsticks — were all part of 
the final test at the Internatio-
nal Butler Academy based in 
the southwestern Chinese city 
of Chengdu.

The six-week program teaches 
everything a European-style 
butler needs to know to manage 
a rich family’s household to the 
highest standards: from etique-
tte to organizing trips to exclu-
sive destinations. Those skills 
are in growing demand among 
China’s super-rich.

Zhang, 38, a longtime high 
school English teacher from 
Shandong province, took the 
course to broaden her hori-
zons beyond what she saw as 
a dead-end career that she felt 
she “never went beyond the 
school’s gate.”

“I did not want that kind of life. 
I want more choices for myself,” 
Zhang said. “So I came here.”

Prompted by the popularity in 
China of the British TV series 
‘Downton Abbey’ and a fon-
dness for anything that looks 
expensive and feels European, 
some of China’s very wealthy 
want uniformed employees 
with white gloves, impeccably 
trained, who can anticipate 
their every need.

Du Yinuo, a professor of eti-
quette at the Sichuan Film and 

A former Hong Kong 
leader faces miscon-

duct charges over a lu-
xury apartment in main-
land China, authorities 
said yesterday, making 
him the highest-ranking 
official to be formally ar-
rested by anti-corruption 
investigators in the Asian 
business hub.

The city’s corruption 
watchdog, the Indepen-
dent Commission Against 
Corruption, said Donald 
Tsang has been charged 
with two counts of mis-
conduct in public office.

A grim-faced Tsang, 70, 
appeared briefly at a ma-
gistrate’s court for a pre-
liminary hearing, accom-
panied by his wife.

The allegations date 
from before Tsang left 
office in June 2012 and 

Chinese butler school graduates

 
More and more 
people are 
thinking: ‘Oh, 
I want a butler 
too.

Du Yinuo 
Professor of etiquette

Donald Tsang, center, former leader of Hong Kong and his wife Selina

Lifestyle

White-gloved butlers a new 
must-have for super-rich  

Television University, said Chi-
na’s rapid economic growth 
over the past 15 years has ele-
vated the purchasing power of 
many people who now “want to 
taste a certain lifestyle.”

“A butler can provide that. 
So more and more people are 
thinking: ‘Oh, I want a butler 
too,’” said Du, who attended 
the butler academy herself to 
incorporate some of the skills 
into her courses.

The demand also has been 
driven by property developers. 
Eager to stand apart amid stiff 
competition and a decelerating 
economy, some of them have hi-
red butlers in their showrooms 
and even offered butler service 

for new owners of their apart-
ments and villas.

While maids and housekee-
pers are a big part of urban life 
in China, it’s rare to see a uni-
formed servant who performs 
the kind of top-to-bottom hou-
sehold management offered by 
a butler. At least one Beijing 
company offers a team of about 
a dozen butlers for full-time 
household work or for party ca-
tering and VIP airport pickups. 
The service, CN Butler, adverti-
ses with placards outside sho-
pping areas in wealthy suburbs 
of the capital.

The academy in Chengdu 
was opened in July 2014 as a 
joint venture between a butler 

school in the Netherlands and 
a Chengdu-based property de-
veloper called Chengdu Langji 
Real Estate Co.

Zhang is negotiating with a 
wealthy family looking for a 
butler who can also teach their 
children English. Her four clas-
smates weren’t even looking for 
butler jobs. They included two 
employees of luxury property 
management companies, the 
owner of a travel agency and a 
21-year-old sent by her weal-
thy family to acquire practical 
knowledge.

Cultural factors can make it 
difficult to teach butler skills in 
China, said the academy’s head 
of training, Christopher Nob-
le. The Cultural Revolution of 
the 1960s and 1970s sought to 
eradicate any notions of elitism 
in society, while decades of the 
one-child policy have meant 
many younger Chinese are ac-
customed to being the center of 

attention in their families.
“One of the challenges we are 

having with our students is 
convincing them to put others 
ahead of yourself,” Noble said. 
“In other words, to think of 
your principal or to think of 
your fellow students or to think 
of your fellow instructors . have 
their feelings before yours.”

Even after their intensive si-
x-week program, the student 
butlers sometimes had to be 
prompted by their instructors 
to serve tea or coffee to new vi-
sitors.

Though Zhang faltered in set-
ting the table, she fared better 
when asked to complete a set 
of tasks for a person about to 
leave on a last-minute business 
trip. She was given one hour 
to iron a shirt, polish shoes, 
prepare a suitcase, lay a table, 
fold napkins 10 different ways 
in less than three minutes and 
prepare breakfast. She finished 
those tasks with nine minutes 
to spare and passed the course.

She said her husband is not 
keen on her new career choice 
because he sees it only as “ser-
ving people” rather than as a 
household management job 
that changes daily.

“I quite like the job because it 
has high requirements in all as-
pects,” Zhang said. “Every day 
there are always new things. It 
is not like it’s a life where every-
thing stays the same.” AP

Hong Kong

Former leader Tsang charged in corruption probe
relate to a discounted 
penthouse rental in nei-
ghboring Shenzhen in 
mainland China offered 
by a wealthy friend for 
Tsang’s retirement.

It’s one of several recent 
cases that have shaken 
public confidence and 
raised concerns about 
cozy ties between wealthy 
tycoons and Hong Kong’s 
leaders. In a separate cor-
ruption case last year, a 
former Hong Kong chief 
secretary — the secon-
d-highest ranking official 
— and a co-chairman of 
one of the city’s biggest 
property developers were 
given prison sentences.

Tsang became the sou-
thern Chinese city’s se-
cond post-colonial leader, 
known as the chief execu-
tive, in 2005. He was also 

financial secretary during 
the former British colo-
nial administration, when 
he led the effort to suc-
cessfully defend the city’s 
currency peg against spe-
culators during the 1997-
98 Asian financial crisis.

The anti-corruption 
agency said Tsang “will-
fully misconducted him-
self” when he failed to 
publicly declare that he 
was in talks to lease the 
Shenzhen triplex from a 
Chinese tycoon while the 
man’s company was in 
license negotiations with 
the government.

The second charge 
stems from Tsang’s no-
mination of an architect 
for a government honor 
without revealing that he 
had hired the architect 
to redecorate the apart-

ment.
Each charge carries a 

maximum sentence of se-
ven years in prison, thou-
gh it appears likely Tsang 
would face a much lower 
penalty if convicted.

Tsang stood in court as 
a clerk read out the char-
ges, saying “I unders-
tand” after each charge. 

He also indicated to the 
judge he that he unders-
tood the bail conditions, 
which require him to 
post 100,000 Hong Kong 
dollars (USD12,900) in 
cash bail, notify the court 
if he plans to travel outsi-
de Hong Kong or change 
residences, and prohibit 
him from interfering with 

witnesses.
After the hearing, Tsang 

told a throng of TV jour-
nalists gathered on the 
courthouse steps that he 
was confident he wou-
ld be cleared, repeating 
a brief statement issued 
earlier by his office.

“My conscience is clear,” 
he said. “I have every con-
fidence that the court will 
exonerate me at the end 
of its proceedings.”

The Department of Jus-
tice said in a statement 
that it decided to prose-
cute Tsang “after careful 
and thorough considera-
tion of the available evi-
dence, the applicable law 
and the relevant provi-
sions in the Prosecution 
Code.”

The case was adjourned 
until Nov. 13. AP
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Youkyung Lee

For the past two deca-
des, South Korean ma-
verick filmmaker Kim 
Ki-duk’s low-budget 

movies have given him interna-
tional acclaim, highly coveted 
awards and many controver-
sies.

Now, one of the most accom-
plished and critically acclaimed 
Asian directors is turning to 
China to make his first multi-
million-dollar film.

Kim recently signed a USD24 
million deal with a Chinese 
production company to make 
an epic war movie with Bud-
dhism as a central theme, with 
another $6 million set aside for 
marketing.

“This movie is not just targe-
ting the Chinese market. The 
subject will interest the U.S. 
and Europe as well,” Kim said 
in an interview at the Busan 
International Film Festival. “I 
want to talk about how politics 
manipulates religion.”

Although religion inspired 
many of his previous works, the 
new project will be an outlier 
in Kim’s career. The budget for 
the movie, written by Kim and 
tentatively titled “Who Is God” 
in English, is nearly three times 
bigger than the sum of the bud-
gets for all of his 21 other films. 
It will be his first time working 
with a full Chinese cast in a Chi-
nese language movie.

The staggering growth of the 
Chinese movie industry has 
been irresistible to many Sou-
th Korean movie directors. But 
Kim, who visited Busan with 
his latest work, “Stop,” said it 
was not the commercial success 
that attracted him to China. 
It was the film set and the fil-
mmaking system in China that 
appealed to him at a time when 
he felt worn out and alienated 

Chinese dissident 
artist Ai Weiwei fou-

nd several hidden lis-
tening devices in his 
Beijing studio after he 
returned from a trip to 
Germany, his friend Liu 
Xiaoyuan confirmed yes-
terday.

Ai could not be reached, 
but he has posted photos 
of the bugs found in elec-
tric sockets on his Insta-
gram account as well as 

South Korean director Kim Ki-duk

 
I want to 
talk about 
how politics 
manipulates 
religion.

Kim Ki-duk

Chinese artist Ai Weiwei

Busan Film Festival

Estranged South Korean director 
Kim Ki-duk looks to China  

from the South Korean movie 
industry.

“I’m too exhausted. It was 
so hard to make ‘Stop’ alone,” 
the veteran moviemaker said. 
“Now I just want to sit on a (di-
rector’s) chair and look at the 
monitor.”

When he saw the Chinese film 
set, with each director sitting 
before a modern 60-inch mo-
nitor, he thought: “This could 
perhaps let me make the most 
of my ability.”

“Stop,” the story of a you-
ng Japanese couple conflicted 
about a pregnancy after moving 
to Tokyo from an area near the 
disaster-struck Fukushima nu-
clear plant, was filmed entirely 
by Kim, with no cinematogra-
pher, no art director and no 
lighting technician. He made 
props in the morning and fil-
med in the afternoon, while the 
actors served as their own cos-
tume designer and offered their 
homes for the film set. Costing 
less than $10,000, it was filmed 

in 10 days.
“Stop” may not stand out for 

the profound insight into hu-
man nature that made Kim a 
top film director. Some critics 
called the work “amateurish” 
and “sloppy.”

But the anti-nuclear energy 
movie will stand as evidence 
of Kim’s attempt to find an al-
ternative movie-making venue 
outside of the South Korean 
system, where the top three 
film distributors control near-
ly three quarters of the movie 
theaters. Without support from 
one of them, a Korean movie 
stands no chance of succeeding 
at the box office.

“To be popular in South Ko-
rea, one has to have three (ele-

ments): major investment, ma-
jor distribution and a well-k-
nown actor,” Kim said. “I have 
come too far away from those 
things.”

Kim embarked on the solitary 
making of “Stop” after his pre-
vious work, “One on One,” fell 
flat at the South Korean box of-
fice in 2014, selling just 10,000 
tickets. When Kim and actors 
from the murder thriller went 
to cinemas to meet audiences, 
they had to greet largely empty 
theaters. The spectacular failu-
re happened only two years af-
ter Kim received big welcomes 
at home after he won the Veni-
ce Film Festival’s top prize with 
“Pieta,” a brutal story of reven-
ge and redemption.

Feeling “so sorry” to staff and 
actors, he soul-searched to fi-
gure out why South Korean mo-
viegoers had shunned his film. 
“Stop” was his ground zero, a 
do-over.

“It was ruthless training,” he 
said.

Kim may be weaning him-
self off the country that never 
seemed to have loved him. 
Growing up, he received little 
schooling beyond primary edu-
cation, spending his teenage 
years toiling at factories, while 
envying kids in school unifor-
ms.

Although he became an inter-
nationally acclaimed director 
— his earlier works “Spring, 
Summer, Fall, Winter ... and 
Spring” and “Three Iron” still 
inspire young filmmakers arou-
nd the world — at home he 
hasn’t enjoyed the popularity 
or reverence reserved for peers 
such as Park Chan-wook and 
Bong Joon-ho.

Many Koreans, especially fe-
males, say Kim’s works are too 
difficult to watch because of 
their brutality and grisly details 
of violence, rape and castra-
tion. Kim said that top Korean 
movie stars and K-pop stars are 
reluctant to join his projects.

Kim, the willful outsider, said 
he wants to stop telling stories as 
a Korean and wants to deal with 
issues concerning humanity.

“Removing prejudices be-
tween people and class,” he 
said. “I think that’s the cine-
ma’s goal.” AP

Dissident artist Ai Weiwei finds 
Beijing studio bugged 

a video clip in which so-
meone set off firecrackers 
in a metal bucket next to a 
listening device. “Did you 
hear it,” Ai wrote next to 
the video.

In another photo of a 
bug, Ai wrote: “There are 
always surprises.”

The artist has in the 
past upset Chinese au-
thorities with boldly 
critical remarks of the 
ruling Communist Par-

ty and its government. 
He was briefly detained 
in 2011 and released af-
ter 81 days in jail. The 
authorities withheld his 
passport but returned it 
to him four years later, in 
July.

Since then, the artist has 
toned down his criticisms 
of the government. He 
has traveled to Germany 
and England, but is in 
Beijing to visit his mo-

ther, Gao Ying, as repor-
ted by Radio Free Asia. 
Liu confirmed the report.

Gao told Radio Free 
Asia that she believed the 
devices were installed by 
the Chinese authorities 
four years ago when Ai’s 
studio was ransacked by 
the authorities. Ai himself 
has been under tight sur-
veillance since his 2011 
release.

In social media, Liu 
said the bugs were found 
as Ai was renovating the 
studio. The devices were 
found in a living room, an 
office and a bedroom, Liu 
said. AP
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廣告 ASIA-PACIFIC亞太版

Eileen Ng, Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia yes-
terday  shut most 
schools nationwi-
de for two days to 

protect children from a thick, 
noxious haze caused by smoke 
from burning forests in nei-
ghboring Indonesia.

The haze, which has shrouded 
parts of Malaysia and Singapore 
for about a month, also spread 
to Thailand yesterday, the first 
time it has reached hazardous 
levels so far north. It highligh-
ts the regional nature of a pro-
blem that's being blamed on 
Indonesia's inability to prevent 
big plantation companies from 
burning forests to clear land for 
new trees.

The air pollutant index hit the 
hazardous level in Shah Alam, 
the capital of Malaysia's central 
Selangor state, and was very 
unhealthy in many other areas. 
That prompted authorities 
to order the closure of 7,000 
schools on Monday and Tues-
day, even though the situation 
eased early Monday.

The Air Pollutant Index in 
Shah Alam dropped to 95, from 
308 early Sunday. A reading of 
below 50 is good, 51-100 is mo-
derate, 101-200 is unhealthy, 
201-300 is very unhealthy and 
above 300 is hazardous. Howe-
ver, 11 areas, mostly in northern 
states, were in the unhealthy 
range, with a station in Penang 
island recording the worst level 
of 164.

The poor visibility forced seve-
ral airports in Malaysia to be clo-
sed for hours on Sunday. A po-
pular annual marathon in Kuala 

Police said they were 
questioning four peo-

ple yesterday in connection 
with the second killing of 
a foreigner in Bangladesh 
last week — a Japanese 
agricultural worker descri-
bed by his neighbors as a 
friendly farmer who occa-
sionally joined gatherings 
at their village mosque.

Kunio Hoshi was shot to 
death by unidentified as-
sailants in northern Ban-
gladesh on Saturday. The 
government has rejected 
a statement by the Islamic 
State group claiming res-
ponsibility for the attack.

"We are questioning four 
people including the ri-
ckshaw puller who was 
carrying him when he was 
killed. They are not suspec-
ts. We are just questioning 
them for details," Rezaul 
Karim, the local police 
chief at Kawnia in Rangpur 
district, where the attack 
took place, said in a phone 

Leaders of the Philippine out-
sourcing industry said yesterday 

they expect a big increase in busi-
ness as the result of a new, highly 
detailed medical diagnosis coding 
system adopted by the U.S. for insu-
rance claims.

The Philippines is the world's lea-
der in international call center ser-
vices. Its information technology 
and outsourced services industry is 
expected to employ 1.3 million peo-
ple by 2016, when annual earnings 
are seen to reach USD25 billion. The 
industry has been growing 15-18 
percent yearly, earning $18.9 billion 
last year.

Dan Reyes, chairman of the IT 
& Business Process Association of 
the Philippines, said the new U.S. 
coding system will open up more 
processing jobs and the Philippines 
stands to gain because of its large 
pool of graduates in medical-related 
fields.

Earnings have jumped 30 percent 
a year for the Philippine sector pro-
viding medical billing and other 
services to U.S. companies, making 
it the fastest growing of outsourced 

A Malaysian man removes plastic flooring in front of the Sultan Abdul Samad building slightly obscured with haze in Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia

Smog-shrouded cities 
shuts schools for 2 days

Bangladesh

Police question 4 in 
killing of Japanese man

Philippines 

Big growth in outsourced 
medical services

Lumpur was also canceled.
Deputy Prime Minister Zahid 

Hamidi said Indonesia's efforts 
to crack down on the sources of 
open burning by farmers were 
not enough. He said Indonesia 
should seek more help from its 
Southeast Asian neighbors to 
tackle the haze, which is an an-

nual problem.
The forest fires that cause the 

haze have been an annual oc-
currence since the late 1990s. 
Indonesian President Joko Wi-
dodo has announced stricter 
punishment for those engaged 
in open burning, but said his 
government would need three 

years to solve the problem. The 
offenders are mostly palm oil 
plantations, as well as pulp and 
paper companies.

Malaysia's national news 
agency, Bernama, quoted Zahid 
as saying that Malaysia welco-
mes the measures announced 
by Widodo, but that "three 

years is too long."
"We hope its commitment is 

not only on paper or mere sta-
tements pleasant to the ears, 
but through implementation 
which could end all haze pro-
blems," Zahid said.

Malaysia's Meteorological De-
partment, however, reported 
good news, forecasting that the 
haze would clear from Saturday 
with the start of the monsoon 
season.

Yesterday, haze was also re-
ported in the southern Thai 
provinces of Songkhla, Trang, 
Yala and Pattani, which are clo-
sest to Malaysia.

Wijarn Simachaya, director 
general of Thailand's Pollution 
Control Department, told The 
Associated Press that "the si-
tuation is getting worse."

He said it was the first time 
this year that the pollution 
from haze had reached the 171 
mark in Songkhla. "This is the 
level that could have bad effect 
on health," he said. The pre-
vious worst level was 136.

"We didn't think it would be 
bad this year, but it is," he said. 
"We warn vulnerable people 
such as children, elderly and 
people with illnesses not to go 
to open areas or wear masks 
when they do." AP

services, said Jose Mari Mercado, 
the association's president and CEO. 
It is followed by information tech-
nology, finance and accounting, and 
contact center operations.

Under the new system, the rou-
ghly 14,000 codes used by U.S. 
health providers to represent diag-
noses have been expanded to about 
68,000 codes to capture more de-
tails of a patient's chart.

The codes, for example, can now 
distinguish between whether a goo-
se or a parrot nipped a patient.

The U.S. government said the 
changes should help health officials 
better track quality of care, spot ear-
ly warning signs of a brewing ou-
tbreak or look for illness or injury 
trends.

Mercado said the industry is co-
ming up with a new roadmap from 
2017 to 2022 that will consolidate 
plans for different sectors such as 
health care, animation, contact cen-
ters, finance and accounting, and 
game development.

The likelihood of maintaining or 
surpassing current growth rates "is 
very, very strong," he added. AP

interview.
Police were also inter-

viewing Hoshi's landlord, 
who had helped the Japa-
nese man lease over two 
acres of land, Karim said. 
He gave no other details 
about the investigation.

Japan's top government 
spokesman also expressed 
outrage yesterday over the 
killing.

"Such a dastardly act 
should never be repeated. 
I feel outraged by such 
an act," Yoshihide Suga, 
Japan's chief Cabinet se-
cretary, told reporters in 
Tokyo on Monday. He 
extended condolences to 
Hoshi's family, and said the 
Japanese government was 
seeking a full investigation 
into the case.

Local residents said Hoshi 
had been visiting Rangpur 
regularly over the last three 
or four years.

According to local repre-
sentative Ashraful Islam, 

Hoshi began looking for 
land where he would cultiva-
te grass for cattle feed a few 
months ago. He said Hoshi 
was researching high yiel-
ding varieties of cattle feed.

"He was friendly with 
kids and other people in 
the area," he said. "He was 
quiet and simple."

Islam said that while 
it was not clear whether 
Hoshi had converted, he 
often joined worshippers 
at the local mosque, espe-
cially on Fridays.

"He was very friendly with 
young people there. He 
could speak a bit of Ban-
gla," he said. "Local people 
welcomed him to their area 
very warmly."

Japanese public broad-
caster NHK reported that 
Hoshi, a 66-year-old farmer 
from Japan's northern pre-
fecture of Iwate, had opera-
ted agricultural projects in 
that region and near Tokyo.

Bangladesh has been stru-
ggling in recent months 
with a rise in violence clai-
med by hard-line Islamic 
groups, banning several 
that have been blamed for 
killing four bloggers this 
year. AP
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The 
challenge 
begins now

Editorial 
Diário de Notícias

WORLD分析

Karl Ritter & Malin Rising, 
Stockholm 

Three  scientists from 
the U.S., Japan and 
China won the Nobel 
Prize in medicine yes-

terday for discovering drugs to 
fight malaria and other tropical 
diseases that affect hundreds of 
millions of people every year.

The Nobel judges in Stockholm 
awarded the prestigious prize 
to William Campbell, who was 
born in Ireland and became a 
U.S. citizen in 1962, Satoshi 
Omura of Japan and Tu Youyou 
— the first-ever Chinese medici-
ne laureate.

Campbell and Omura were ci-
ted for discovering avermectin, 
derivatives of which have helped 
lower the incidence of river blin-
dness and lymphatic filariasis, 
two diseases caused by parasi-
tic worms that affect millions of 
people in Africa and Asia.

Tu discovered artemisinin, 
a drug that has helped signifi-
cantly reduce the mortality rates 
of malaria patients.

“The two discoveries have pro-
vided humankind with powerful 
new means to combat these debi-
litating diseases that affect hun-
dreds of millions of people an-
nually,” the committee said. “The 
consequences in terms of impro-
ved human health and reduced 
suffering are immensurable.”

River blindness is an eye and 
skin disease that ultimately 
leads to blindness. About 90 
percent of the disease occurs in 
Africa, according to the World 
Health Organization.

Barry Hatton, Lisbon

Stormy political times 
likely lay ahead for Por-

tugal after a general elec-
tion delivered a minority 
government.

Minority governments 
struggle to survive in the bi-
ckering atmosphere of Por-
tuguese politics, and only 
one has ever completed its 
four-year term. Their ave-
rage life span is 14 months.

The center-right coalition 
government won Sunday’s 
ballot despite its unpopu-
lar austerity policies and 
on the back of an impro-
ving economy. The Social 
Democratic Party and ju-
nior Popular Party collec-
ted almost 37 percent and 
99 seats in Parliament, 
with four seats from votes 
abroad still to be allocated.

But the coalition will be 
outnumbered by left-of-
center parties in the 230-
seat Parliament where it is 
shy of a 116-seat outright 
majority. That means its 

Nobel Prize

3 share medicine award for 
new tools to kill parasites  

Lymphatic filariasis can lead to 
swelling of the limbs and geni-
tals, called elephantiasis, and it’s 
primarily a threat in Africa and 
Asia. The WHO says 120 million 
people are infected with the di-
sease, without about 40 million 
disfigured and incapacitated.

Campbell, 85, is a research 
fellow emeritus at Drew Uni-
versity in Madison, New Jersey. 
Omura, 80, is a professor emeri-
tus at Kitasato University in Ja-
pan and is from the central pre-
fecture of Yamanashi. Tu, 84, 
is chief professor at the China 

Academy of Traditional Chinese 
Medicine.

Campbell, a retired scientist 
who spent 33 years at pharma-
ceutical company Merck and 
now lives in North Andover, 
Massachusetts, said the award 
came as a huge surprise.

“It was a great team effort by 
the people at Merck and Com-
pany,” Campbell said.

Omura wondered whether he 
deserved the prize.

“I have learned so much from 
microorganisms and I have de-
pended on them, so I would 

much rather give the prize to 
microorganisms,” Omura told 
Japanese broadcaster NHK.

Omura isolated new strains 
of Streptomyces bacteria and 
cultured them so that they cou-
ld be analyzed for their impact 
against harmful microorganis-
ms, the Nobel committee said.

Campbell showed that one of 
those cultures was “remarka-
bly efficient” against parasites 
in animals. The bioactive agent 
was purified and modified to a 
compound that effectively killed 
parasitic larvae, leading to the 
discovery of new class of drugs.

Tu turned to herbal medicine 
to discover a new anti-malarial 
agent, artemisinin (pronounced 
ar-tuh-MIHS’-ihn-ihn), that was 
highly effective against malaria, a 
disease that was on the rise in the 
1960s, the committee said.

Malaria is a mosquito-borne 
disease that still kills around 
500,000 people a year, mostly 
in Africa.

Colin Sutherland, reader in pa-
rasitology at London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, 
said that the impact of arteme-
sinin had been profound. It’s 
so widely used across the world 
that there’s a risk of resistance 

problems. The WHO says arte-
misinin resistance has already 
been confirmed in Cambodia, 
Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and 
Vietnam.

The last time a Chinese citizen 
won a Nobel was in 2012, when 
Mo Yan got the literature award. 
This was the first Nobel Prize 
given to a Chinese scientist for 
work carried out within China.

The medicine award was the 
first Nobel Prize to be announ-
ced. The winners of the physics, 
chemistry and peace prizes are 
set to be announced later this 
week. The economics prize will 
be announced next Monday. No 
date has been set yet for the lite-
rature prize, but it is expected to 
be announced on Thursday.

The winners will share the 8 
million Swedish kronor (about 
USD960,000) prize money with 
one half going to Campbell and 
Omura, and the other to Tu. 
Each winner will also get a di-
ploma and a gold medal at the 
annual award ceremony on Dec. 
10, the anniversary of the death 
of prize founder Alfred Nobel.

Last year’s medicine award 
went to three scientists who dis-
covered the brain’s inner navi-
gation system. AP

Portugal

New minority gov’t brings political tension 

planned financial austerity 
measures, including more 
pension cuts, and economic 
reforms risk being blocked.

With Portugal still recove-
ring from its 78 billion-euro 
(USD88 billion) bailout in 
2011, the uncertainty cou-
ld consign the country to a 
period of political paralysis 
and spell another bout of 
market jitters over the de-
bt-heavy eurozone country.

“The challenge begins 
now,” daily paper Diario de 
Noticias wrote in an edito-

rial yesterday. Another pa-
per, Publico, said the ballot 
“left the country in an im-
passe.”

The main opposition So-
cialist Party, a moderate 
center-left force that su-
pports eurozone financial 
rules, came second just 
over 32 percent and 85 
seats and could hold the 
key to the government’s 
success.

President Anibal Cavaco 
Silva was due in coming 
days to invite the party 

with most votes to form a 
government. The head of 
state could potentially ask 
the left-of-center parties to 
take power, because toge-
ther they have more seats 
than the incumbent gover-
nment.

But there is a political gulf 
between the Socialists and 
the others. The Left Bloc, 
which got 19 seats, wants 
to renegotiate the national 
debt, demand better re-
payment terms from the 
country’s creditors, and 

end austerity measures 
while increasing corporate 
tax. The Communist Party, 
which captured 17 seats, 
wants Portugal out of the 
eurozone.

On top of that, Socialist 
leader Antonio Costa said 
during the election cam-
paign he would enter into a 
grand coalition with the in-
cumbent government “only 
if aliens land on earth.”

But on the electoral night, 
Costa spoke switched to a 
more conciliatory tone. He 
conceded defeat, but war-
ned that the government 
must change its conduct 
now that it has lost its outri-
ght majority in Parliament. 
“The government has to 

understand that things are 
different now,” Costa said, 
adding that he would not 
seek to make the country 
ungovernable.

The first major test of the 
new political climate will 
come within weeks when 
Parliament will have to dis-
cuss the 2016 state budget.

The economy is impro-
ving, allowing the govern-
ment to argue that austerity 
is paying off. The economy 
grew 1.5 percent in the first 
half of this year compared 
with the same period in 
2014. The unemployment 
rate has fallen from a re-
cord 17.7 percent in 2013 to 
12.3 percent last July.

Portugal shunned the 
kind of radical alternatives 
that have emerged in Euro-
pe in recent years, such as 
Greece’s Syriza and Spain’s 
Podemos, which have 
challenged mainstream 
parties from the far left. 
The Portuguese have a tra-
ditional preference for mo-
derate parties, and voters 
apparently feared knocking 
the long-awaited economic 
recovery off-track. A hand-
ful of grassroots anti-auste-
rity parties barely registe-
red in the ballot. MDT/AP

Chinese pharmacologist Tu Youyou

Prime Minister Pedro Passos Coelho, left, and Deputy Prime 
Minister Paulo Portas Antonio Costa, Socialist leader
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what’s ON ...

Macau Grand Prix Museum 
& Wine Museum
Time: 10am-8pm daily (Except Tuesdays)
Venue: Rua Luis Gonzaga Gomes, 431, 
basement (Tourism Activities Centre-CAT) 
Admission: Free  
Enquiries: (853) 8798 4108 / 2833 3000

Mid-Autumn Festivals 
– Moon Chasing Party
Time: 8:30pm-10pm 
Venue: Taipa Houses-MuseumLacerda Macau 
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 8988 4000

World Tourism Day 
– Macau x LEGO® Exhibition
Time: 9am-6pm
Until: December 28, 2015 
Venue: MGTO Tourist Information counter 
in Senado Square 
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 2833 3000

Macau Science Centre 
Time: 10am-6pm daily (Except Thursdays)
Address: Avenida Dr. Sun Yat-Sen
Admission: Exhibition Centre: MOP25
Planetarium (Dome/Sky Shows): MOP50
Planetarium (3D Dome/3D Sky Shows): MOP65
Enquiries: (853) 2888 0822

Former Home of Revolutionary Leader 
Ye Ting
Time: 10am-6pm daily 
(Except Wednesdays, open on public holidays) 
Venue: 76, Rua Almirante Costa Cabral 
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 8399 6699

Ox Warehouse Children’s Artland 2015 
– Jolly Joint Exhibition
Time: 12pm-7pm 
(Closed on Tuesdays, open on public holidays) 
Until: November 1, 2015
Venue: No Cruzamento da Avenida do Coronel 
Mesquita com a Avenida Almirante Lacerda 
Macau 
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 2853 0026

this day in history

Slobodan Milosevic, President of the Federal Repu-
blic of Yugoslavia has resigned, following mounting 
pressure to quit over allegations of vote-rigging. 

The Yugoslav Constitutional Court, which only yes-
terday morning annulled the 24 September presiden-
tial elections, now admits Vojislav Kostunica was the 
true winner. 

The Yugoslav army has also publicly withdrawn its 
support for Mr Milosevic, allaying opponents’ fears 
he might still be able to stage a military comeback. 

Mr Kostunica met the former president who is re-
ported to have shaken his hand and congratulated 
him on his victory. 

Mr Milosevic’s resignation was officially declared to 
the Yugoslav people in a televised address at 2230 
local time. 

Standing before a Yugoslav flag, he wished “suc-
cess to all citizens of Yugoslavia”, and spoke of his 
intention to spend time with his family. 

But he appeared defiant in the face of those happy 
to see the back of him when he said he would even-
tually help his party regain force and “contribute to 
future prosperity”. 

Yesterday it is estimated over half a million Serbs 
descended on the capital of Belgrade in a protest 
against election rigging that ended in Mr Milosevic’s 
capitulation. 

Tonight many were still on the streets celebrating 
what has so far been a relatively peaceful transition. 

Mr Kostunica has urged the Serbian people to drive 
Mr Milosevic away, but “not with the violence with 
which he used on us for so many years”. 

Already, war crimes investigators are pressing for 
Mr Milosevic’s immediate extradition to the Hague to 
face trial for war crimes. 

Speaking in Kosovo, Carla Del Ponte Chief Prose-
cutor, War Crimes Tribunal said: 

“I truly believe that this is the only solution if there 
is to be a true and lasting peace in the Balkans and 
if the people of Yugoslavia are to enjoy a democratic 
existence.” 

But in Belgrade, ordinary Serbs for the present are 
more interested in rebuilding their lives after years of 
economic hardship and war. 

Asked what should happen to Mr Milosevic now that 
he was no longer in power, one woman simply said: 

“Actually for me I don’t care about him. I care about 
me, my family and my future.” 

			                   Courtesy BBC News

2000  Milosevic quits, street  
          celebrations continue

In context

Mr Milosevic was extradited to the Hague in 2001. He is the first 
head of state to be tried at the International Criminal Court. 
He was put on trial for war crimes in Kosovo, Croatia and Bosnia, 
and for genocide in Bosnia. 
Serbia’s economy was crippled by nearly 10 years of war and sanc-
tions. It was politically isolated until Milosevic was ousted from 
power. 
Milosevic was Yugoslav president for 13 years during which time he 
espoused a passionate brand of ethnic Serb nationalism. 
Some 250,000 people died in the 1992-1995 Bosnian war and about 
20,000 people lost their lives in the 1991 Croatian war. 
Milosevic died in a cell at the UN War Crimes Tribunal before the 
court reached its final verdict. The post mortem examination re-
vealed he had died of a heart attack. His supporters claimed it had 
been triggered by the wrong medication. 

Offbeat

A Kuwaiti driver who apparently thought having licen-
se plates from another Gulf country would help avoid 
more than 1,600 traffic citations has been hit with a 
huge fine.

The state-run Kuwait News Agency says the driver 
racked up 1,645 different driving violations while tra-
veling under the unnamed Gulf country’s plates.

KUNA quoted a statement from an Interior Ministry 
official, Maj. Gen. Abdullah al-Mehanna, as saying that 
the driver faced over USD190,000 in fines after being 
caught.

The statement on Saturday did not identify the driver, 
but reminded drivers they have a month’s grace period 
to change their license plates to Kuwaiti ones for fo-
reign-bought cars.

Countries throughout the Gulf use traffic cameras to 
enforce speed limits and traffic laws.

Kuwaiti with Gulf plates nabbed 
for 1,645 driving violations 

TV canal macau
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23:00
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TDM News (Repeated)				  

News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast			 

RTPi Live				 

Trail of Lies (Repeated)				  

TDM Interview (Repeat)				  

Soap Opera				  

Main News, Financial & Weather Report			

Montra do Lilau				  

Miscellaneous				  

Trail of Lies				  

TDM News				  

Champions League Highlights				 

TDM news (Repeated)			 
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cinema
cineteatro
01 Oct - 07 Oct

the martian_
room 1
(3D) 2.15, 7.15 pm
(2D) 4.45, 9.45 pm
Director:  Ridley Scoot
Starring: Matt Damon, Jessica Chastain, Kate Mara
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 141min

dark places_
room 2
2.30, 4.30, 9.30 pm
Director:  Gilles Paquet-Brenner
Starring: Charlize Theron, Nicholas Hoult, Chloe Grace 
Moretz
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 113min

office_
room 2
7.15 pm
Director: Johnnie To
Starring:  Chow Yun-Fat, Sylvia Chang, Eason Chan, 
Tang Wei 
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/English)
Duration: 117min

Hotel Transylvania 2_
room 3
(2D) 2.30, 4.15, 7.45 pm
(3D) 6.00 pm
Director:  Genndy tartakovsky
Language: Cantonese (Chinese/English)
Duration: 89min

the intern_
room 3
9.30 pm
Director:  Nancy Meyers
Starring: Robert De Niro, Anne Hathaway
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 121min

macau tower
01 Oct - 14 Oct

the martian_
2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director:  Ridley Scoot
Starring: Matt Damon, Jessica Chastain, Kate Mara
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 141min
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The Born Loser by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omAcross: 1- Comfortable; 7- Some VCRs; 11- Far out!; 14- Bank executive; 15- 

A Chaplin; 16- Vane dir.; 17- More gruesome; 18- Wagnerian?; 20- Tie or draw; 
22- Soul; 23- ___ Lingus (Irish carrier); 24- ___-mo replay; 25- Mideast capital; 27- 
Jokes; 29- Cross; 31- Lash mark; 32- Come out; 35- Cut down; 37- Pothook shape; 
38- Attractive; 41- Roadster; 44- Long time; 45- Less cluttered; 49- Corrida cries; 
51- Oklahoma city; 53- Liver fluid; 54- Puzzled; 56- ___-Locka, Florida; 59- Shamus; 
60- Psalms interjection; 61- Baseball; 63- Boat having three hulls; 66- Did penance; 
67- Some MIT grads; 68- Pro ___ (proportionally); 69- Like a dog; 70- Banned 
insecticide; 71- Morales of “NYPD Blue”; 72- Builds; 

Down: 1- Improper use of words; 2- Two wrestlers on the same side; 3- Blow up; 
4- Related by blood; 5- Sows; 6- Swashbuckler Flynn; 7- It’s over your head; 8- One 
with a beat; 9- “Wheel of Fortune” buy; 10- 
Mother of Isaac; 11- Unemployed person?; 
12- Creatures; 13- Pours off leaving 
sediment; 19- Again; 21- In place of; 25- 
Kit item; 26- Newsman Newman; 28- Lady 
of Sp.; 30- Muscat resident; 33- Student 
stat; 34- Fencing swords; 36- U-turn from 
SSW; 39- Ages and ages; 40- Chatter; 41- 
Proceeded without effort; 42- Changed; 
43- Down-to-earth type; 46- Of great size; 
47- Rudimentary component; 48- Slopes 
backward; 50- Close with force; 52- 1950 
film noir classic; 55- Chicago hub; 57- 
Position; 58- Communion table; 61- ___ 
B’rith; 62- Vanished; 64- ___ Tafari (Haile 
Selassie); 65- ___ loss for words;

Yesterday’s solution

Crosswords
Useful telephone numbers

 ad

 

Beijing

Harbin

Tianjin

Urumqi

Xi’an

Lhasa

Chengdu

Chongqing

Kunming

Nanjing

Shanghai

Wuhan

Hangzhou

Taipei

Guangzhou

Hong Kong

Weather

Moscow

Frankfurt

Paris

London

New York

Min Max Condition

China

world

9 

20 

21 

18 

18 

15 

6 

17 

6 

14 

7 

15 

18 

15 

18 

19 

18 

18 

25 

24 

24 

clear/smoggy 

overcast/clear 

smoggy 

cloudy 

overcast/drizzle 

clear 

drizzle/overcast 

drizzle/overcast 

shower 

cloudy/overcast 

drizzle/overcast 

drizzle/moderate rain 

shower/overcast 

drizzle/cloudy 

moderate rain 

shower 

Emergency calls  999

Fire department 28 572 222

PJ (Open line) 993

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775

PSP 28 573 333

Customs 28 559 944

S. J. Hospital 28 313 731

Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333

Commission Against 

Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300

IACM 28 387 333

Tourism 28 333 000

Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283

Water Supply – Report 1990 992

Telephone – Report 1000

Electricity – Report 28 339 922

Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂 
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14 

19 
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23 

24 

24 

24 

23 

24 

29 

29 

29 

sleet/cloudy 

drizzle/moderate rain 

moderate rain 

drizzle 

overcast 

0 

13 

14 

14 

14 

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Indulge your highest impulses 
today -- go out to an art gallery or 
try an avant-garde concert. Your 
amazing personal energy helps you 
to explore new horizons and meet 
new people!

April 20-May 20
You need to stretch yourself out 
somewhat and really meet others 
head-on. You know how it is — your 
social energy ebbs and flows, but 
on a day like today, you can really 
branch out!

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Try to let go of your preconceptions 
today — even more so than on other 
days! It’s just way too easy for you to 
stumble along the same path even 
when a much better one opens up at 
your feet.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You need to show that you can 
help people today — even to those 
you help out almost every day! For 
whatever reason, folks just need to 
know they can count on you, so step 
up and show off!

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You feel incredibly giving today — 
even more so than usual — and you 
may find that you’re scoring triple 
points for all your karmic offerings. 
Don’t worry about the future. Make 
sure today rocks!

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You need to adjust to circumstances 
today — and they are changing 
quickly! Make sure that your energy 
is focused on the right people at the 
right time, too. It may be exhausting, 
but it’s worth it.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You need to check out some big-
picture ideas today — otherwise, 
who knows how long this ridiculous 
problem will persist? You can figure 
out how to handle it with ease, as 
long as you think big.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You get some news today — but it 
sounds too good to be true! Your 
skepticism is likely warranted, so 
make sure that you ask probing 
questions and otherwise make a 
nuisance of yourself.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Your friendships are highlighted 
today — and it’s a great time to meet 
new people! All this amazing energy 
is perfect for getting things done, 
throwing parties and just generally 
enjoying what you’ve got.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You need to speed things up today 
— even if you don’t know why. Your 
energy is zippier than usual, and you 
are sure to be more productive no 
matter what you’re doing. Surprise 
your people!

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You need to think carefully — 
especially if you’re in a tricky 
negotiation of some kind. It’s far too 
easy to just spout off whatever sounds 
right at the time without thinking 
through all the consequences.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Someone new makes life a little 
sweeter for you today, so make sure 
to let them know you’re grateful! 
This could lead in all sorts of lovely 
directions, as long as you’re open to 
anything.

  Aquarius Pisces
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A teary-eyed Eugenie Bou-
chard retired from her 

opening match against Andrea 
Petkovic at the China Open 
due to dizziness yesterday, her 
first match since falling at the 
U.S. Open last month and suf-
fering a concussion.

Bouchard slipped in the lo-
cker room after her third-rou-
nd win against Dominika 
Cibulkova at the U.S. Open, 
falling backward and landing 
hard on the back of her head. 
She was forced to withdraw 
from the tournament, as well 
as subsequent tournaments in 
Tokyo and Wuhan.

The Canadian was trailing 
6-2, 1-1 against Petkovic when 
she decided to call it quits.

“I just asked her what happe-
ned, and she told me that she 
felt very dizzy,” Petkovic said 
after the match. “Then I asked 
if it was the same, if it still 
was the concussion. She said, 
‘Yeah, it tends to come back 
when she gets physically very 
active.’”

It’s been a difficult year for 

Organizers of the Rugby World 
Cup are investigating whether a 
member of England’s coaching 
team approached a match official 
during the team’s loss to Australia on 
Saturday that knocked the host nation 
out of contention.
World Rugby says the alleged incident 
would breach a protocol prohibiting 
coaches approaching officials during 
a match or at halftime. The statement 
released yesterday did not specify the 
England coach in question.
England lost the game 33-13 at 
Twickenham to become the first host 
nation to be eliminated from the pool 
stage. The bad news kept coming 
for England on Monday, with the 
team dropping to No. 8 in the world 
rankings — matching its lowest-ever 
position.

Eugenie Bouchard

England’s Will Carling, centre white 
jersey, is caught by Australia’s Michael 
Lynagh, centre right

Rugby

England probed 
for approaching 
official during 
World Cup game

Tennis

Bouchard retires from opening 
match at China Open

the Canadian following her 
breakout season in 2014 when 
she reached the Wimbledon 
final and the semis at the Aus-
tralian and French Open. Her 
record in 2015, meanwhile, is 
just 12-17 and her ranking has 
fallen all the way from No. 5 to 
No. 38.

Bouchard’s retirement came 
on the heels of four other with-
drawals in the women’s draw 
on Sunday, including top-see-
ded Simona Halep, who retired 
from her match against Spain’s 
Lara Arruabarrena with a re-
curring Achilles injury.

Defending champion Maria 
Sharapova and world No. 1 Se-
rena Williams also withdrew 
before the tournament began, 
citing injuries.

In women’s second-round 
matches yesterday, U.S. Open 
runner-up Roberta Vinci of 
Italy defeated Alison Van Uyt-
vanck of Belgium 6-2, 6-2, Ma-
dison Keys of the United States 
rallied to beat Kateryna Bon-
darenko of Ukraine 3-6, 6-1, 
6-0, and seventh-seeded Carla 
Suarez Navarro ousted Puerto 
Rico’s Monica Puig 7-6 (1), 6-2.

In a first-round match, 
Switzerland’s Belinda Bencic 
outlasted Madison Brengle of 
the United States 6-7 (4), 6-4, 
6-3.

In the men’s draw, eighth-
seeded Jo-Wilfried Tsonga of 

France was upset by Austria’s 
Andreas Haider-Maurer 7-6 
(4), 6-2.

Tsonga said afterward that 
he, too, felt dizzy during the 
match and he was asked if the 
heavy pollution in Beijing yes-
terday had affected his play. 
According to the U.S. Embas-
sy’s air quality measurements, 
the PM 2.5 reading hit 292 in 
the late afternoon, which is 
considered “very unhealthy” 
on the index.

“I don’t know. You know, no-
thing in me can calculate if it’s 
enough oxygen for me or not,” 
he said. “Today I had an oppo-
nent, he was just better than 
me today.”

In other first-round matches, 
Belgium’s David Goffin, the 
seventh seed, defeated Italy’s 
Andreas Seppi 6-2, 6-3, Fabio 
Fognini of Italy beat Slovakia’s 
Martin Klizan 6-2, 6-1, and 
Chinese wild card Zhang Ze, 
ranked No. 219 in the world, 
beat 70th-ranked Denis Isto-
min of Uzbekistan 6-3, 1-6, 
6-3. AP
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Ma n c h e s t e r 
United conceded 
three goals in the 
first 20 minutes 

for the first time in the 23-
year history of the Premier 
League, Liverpool fired its 
manager and Zlatan Ibrahi-
movic became Paris Saint-
Germain's all-time leading 
scorer in the French league 
on Sunday.

In Germany, Bayern Muni-
ch reasserted its current do-
minance by routing Borussia 
Dortmund while Real Madrid 
failed to take top spot in the 
Spanish league.

ENGLAND
Brendan Rodgers was fired 

as Liverpool manager after a 
1-1 draw at Everton and Ale-
xis Sanchez's first-half double 
inspired Arsenal to a 3-0 win 
over Manchester United, en-
ding a chaotic weekend in the 
English Premier League.

Staying unbeaten in Mersey-
side derbies failed to prevent 
Rodgers paying the price for 
Liverpool's slump since al-
most winning the league title 
in 2014.

Liverpool's announcement 
overshadowed a dominant per-
formance by Arsenal, as the 
London club knocked United 
off the top of the standings.

Arsenal scored all three of 
its goals in the first 20 minu-
tes, with Sanchez taking his 
personal haul to six goals in 
three games with a deft ba-
ckheel flick and a pile-driver 
from the edge of the area.

It meant Manchester City 
regained first place thanks to 
its 6-1 win over Newcastle on 
Saturday.

Arsenal moved into second 
place, above United on goal 
difference, and to within two 
points of City.

Also Sunday, Tottenham 
drew 2-2 at Swansea.

GERMANY
Robert Lewandowski scored 

twice as Bayern Munich rou-

Chelsea has taken the unusual 
step of publicly endorsing its belief 

in manager Jose Mourinho following 
the team's disappointing start to the 
season.

Chelsea released a statement yester-
day, saying that Mourinho "continues 
to have our full support" and he is 
"the right manager to turn this season 
around and that he has the squad with 
which to do it."

Chelsea’s manager Jose Mourinho, right, and 
Newcastle United’s manager Steve McClaren

Chelsea gives public backing to Mourinho 

Arsenal’s Alexis Sanchez, left, scores the opening goal of the game past Manchester United’s goalkeeper David de Gea who lies on the ground during the English Premier 
League soccer match between Arsenal and Manchester United at Emirates stadium in London

Football | European roundup

Arsenal beats Manchester United 3-0, 
Bayern routs Dortmund

ted previously unbeaten Bo-
russia Dortmund 5-1 to open 
up a seven-point lead after ei-
ght Bundesliga matches.

Thomas Mueller also sco-
red twice after Dortmund had 
started brightly. Bayern's at-
tacking midfielder opened 
the scoring in the 26th mi-
nute when Jerome Boateng 
sent him through with a long 
ball over the top, and he clai-
med his second from the pe-
nalty spot in the 35th, after 
Henrikh Mkhitaryan brought 
down Thiago Alcantara.

Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang 
pulled one back a minute later 
but Lewandowski scored se-
conds after the break to end 
any hopes his former side had 
of a comeback.

Mario Goetze, another for-
mer Dortmund player, set up 
Lewandowski's second in the 
58th — the striker's 12th in 
four games across all compe-

titions — and then completed 
the scoring in the 58th.

It was Bayern's eighth con-
secutive win to start the sea-
son, equaling the club's own 
record of 24 points with a 
plus 24 goal difference from 
the 2012-13 season.

SPAIN
Atletico Madrid substitu-

te Luciano Vietto scored a 
late goal to snatch a 1-1 draw 
against crosstown rival Real 
Madrid, denying Rafa Beni-
tez's side the chance to re-
claim the Spanish league lead.

Karim Benzema gave Madrid 
a great start with his league
-leading sixth goal to quiet the 
Vicente Calderon crowd just 
nine minutes into the match, 
and goalkeeper Keylor Navas 
protected that advantage by 
saving Antoine Griezmann's 
penalty in the 22nd minute.

But as Madrid settled on de-

fending instead of seeking a 
second goal to seal the win, 
Atletico titled the action 
toward Navas' net and Vietto 
poked in a cross from fellow 
substitute Jackson Martinez 
that the goalie couldn't hand-
le in the 83rd.

Still unbeaten, Madrid 
squandered the opportunity to 
overtake Villarreal at the top 
of the standings after the lea-
der lost 1-0 at Levante earlier.

FRANCE
A day after celebrating his 

34th birthday, Zlatan Ibrahi-
movic became Paris Saint-Ger-
main's all-time leading scorer 
as he netted twice in a 2-1 win 
over bitter rival Marseille in 
the French league Sunday.

With 110 goals for PSG in 
all competitions, Ibrahimo-
vic surpassed Pedro Paule-
ta's record of 109 goals that 
the former Portugal forward 

amassed in 211 games from 
2003-2008. Ibrahimovic, who 
joined PSG in 2012, scored 
both his goals from the penal-
ty spot to reach the milestone 
in just 137 games. He received 
a standing ovation when he 
was substituted in the 70th 
minute.

The win lifted unbeaten PSG 
five points clear of second-
place Angers, with struggling 
Marseille already lagging 15 
points behind after just nine 
games.

ITALY
Fiorentina eased to a 3-0 

win over 10-man Atalanta to 
move into sole possession of 
top spot in Serie A after Inter 
Milan drew 1-1 at Sampdoria.

Atalanta was down to 10 
men in the fifth minute when 
Gabriel Paletta was sent off 
and Josip Ilicic fired Fioren-
tina in front from the penalty 
spot. Borja Valero and Joan 
Verdu secured the points.

Fiorentina was two points 
ahead of Inter and three ahead 
of Lazio, which beat Frosinone 
2-0. Roma was a point further 
back after winning 4-2 at Pa-
lermo.

Four-time defending cham-
pion Juventus recorded only its 
second league win of the sea-
son as it came from behind to 
beat bottom side Bologna 3-1, 
but there was more misery for 
AC Milan which was thrashed 
4-0 at home by Napoli. AP

In a dreadful start to the defense of 
its title, Chelsea is 16th in the 20-team 
Premier League after winning two of 
its first eight games. The Blues lost 3-1 
at home to Southampton on Saturday.

Chelsea has also lost one of its first 
two group games in the Champions 
League.

On Sunday, Liverpool fired manager 
Brendan Rodgers and Dick Advocaat 
resigned as Sunderland manager. AP



 

th Anniversary

06.10.2015 tue

20
 

ap
 p

h
ot

o

BUZZ
THE

WORLD BRIEFS

Roadside

High 
Density 
Residental 
Area

Ambient

Station Air quality

so
ur

ce
: d

sm
g

Villager in southern Philippines 
kills 4 in dowry feud 

A distraught villager shot and killed his father-
in-law and three children yesterday over a dowry 
feud in the southern Philippines. The attack ha-
ppened after midnight in the remote town of Ban-
guigui in Sulu province, a group of islands in the 
country’s southernmost region, police said.

The attacker was abandoned by his wife, promp-
ting him to demand that her family return the 

dowry he had given her parents, but the parents 
failed to immediately comply. The attacker and 
two other gunmen escaped.

Clan feuds have often turned violent in Sulu, 
where poverty, large numbers of unlicensed fi-
rearms and weak law enforcement have com-
bined to foster lawlessness and a decades-long 
Muslim rebellion.

5-25
Good

Leaders of Nepal’s three 
main political parties dis-

cussed formation of a new go-
vernment yesterday following 
the adoption of a new consti-
tution last month.

Narayankaji Shrestha of the 
United Communist Party of 
Nepal-Maoist said the par-
ties are attempting to form a 
government with representa-
tion from the major political 
parties in parliament. He said 
they were unable to reach 
agreement but negotiations 
would continue.

Parliament is likely to vote 
next week on a prime minis-
ter to lead a new government. 
The constitution adopted on 
Sept. 20 by an overwhelming 
majority in the Constituent 
Assembly says a new gover-
nment needs to take over 
soon, to be followed by vote 
on a new president to succeed 
Ram Baran Yadav, the first 

Himalayan crisis 

Nepal’s three main parties 
discuss formation of new 
government 

president since the Hima-
layan nation was declared a 
republic.

Khadga Prasad Oli of the 
Communist Party of Nepal-
Unified Marxist Leninist is 
expected to be the new prime 
minister.

Current Prime Minister 
Sushil Koirala and Oli’s party 
formed a coalition govern-
ment in 2014 after the two 
parties together won nearly 
two-thirds of the seats in par-
liament. Koirala, the leader of 
the larger party, became the 
first prime minister and it was 
believed that Koirala and Oli 
would swap after the consti-
tution was adopted.

Nepalese unhappy with the 
new constitution have been 
protesting in the southern 
border area.

But the main group protes-
ting against the new constitu-
tion in Nepal has agreed to sit 

30-50
Good

25-45
Good

opinion

When you can’t see Singapore, 
it looks like Beijing

Singapore is starting to look like Beijing or New 
Delhi. That’s because you can’t see it through the 
haze. Smog has disrupted outdoor events, forced 
schools to close and sent commuters running for 
their surgical masks.

Singaporeans know why. Every year during the dry 
season, farmers and plantation companies light fires 
on the Indonesian islands of Sumatra and Borneo 
to clear land for farming and the production of paper 
and palm oil. Wind carries the smoke across the Ma-
lacca Strait and the South China Sea.

An especially bad episode in 1997 caused regional 
outrage and an estimated USD9 billion in economic 
damage. Nearly two decades later, in 2013, air pollu-
tion readings in Singapore and Malaysia topped 400 
and 700, respectively. (Anything above 301 is con-
sidered hazardous.) An El Nino weather pattern this 
year has raised fears that smoggy skies could persist 
into 2016.

On paper at least, regional governments have finally 
heeded calls to do something about the problem. Last 
year, Indonesia ratified an agreement that calls on 
countries to combat burning and share information. 
In May, the government extended a moratorium on 
clearing forests and peat land. Local laws are tough: 
Anyone responsible for setting fires can be sentenced 
to 15 years in jail and fined up to $350,000. Singapo-
re, where several big paper and palm-oil companies 
are headquartered, has established fines of up to $2 
million for corporations that enable or condone bur-
ning that pollutes the city-state.

Businesses have begun to regulate themselves. 
Many have adopted zero-deforestation pledges, 
while industry groups have established certification 
for sustainably produced palm oil, which is sold at 
a premium. 

The challenges are obvious, of course. Many of 
these measures will require time to have an impact. 
Under Indonesia’s decentralized system, instituted 
in 2001, the central government in Jakarta has little 
sway at ground level, where local officials often profit 
from existing arrangements. Enforcement is weak.

Small-scale farmers may be responsible for much 
of the burning. Chasing down and arresting pea-
sants would be time-consuming and fruitless. In-
donesian authorities would be better off educating 
farmers about the dangers of burning and helping 
them pay for more expensive, alternate land-clea-
ring techniques.

That hardly means the government is helpless, 
though. As bad as the air may be in Singapore or 
Kuala Lumpur, it’s positively apocalyptic in places like 
the Indonesian province of Kalimantan, on Borneo, 
where a pollution index reached nearly 2,000 last 
month. The authorities could try encouraging local 
watchdog groups by increasing rewards for whistle-
blowers.

Prosecutors need to deter would-be scofflaws by 
winning more high-profile cases like one that recently 
resulted in a $25.6 million fine against the palm-oil 
company PT Kallista Alam, for setting fires in Aceh 
province. At the very least, the central government 
could help identify offenders by more readily su-
pplying concession maps for a regional monitoring 
system, and speeding up plans to consolidate con-
flicting land-use maps into a single, accepted version.

Companies could do more, too. Even if they adhere 
to strict standards themselves, they face no penalties 
for failing to scrutinize how their suppliers conduct 
business, or how the land they buy was cleared.

Most effective of all might be a strategy to target 
these companies’ funding. Banks, sovereign wealth 
funds and private-equity investors could encourage 
better behavior by restricting their loans and invest-
ments to companies that adhere to environmental, 
social and governance standards that can be inde-
pendently audited. Singapore’s Monetary Authority 
could have an immediate impact by establishing 
stewardship codes to guide investment decisions by 
local banks and government-linked entities.

Customers also have a role to play. They can demand 
better labeling of products using palm oil -- everything 
from lipstick to pizza dough -- to highlight those using 
sustainable producers. More countries could follow the 
lead of the Netherlands and the U.K., which intend to 
import only sustainably-sourced palm oil.

At some point, this year’s haze will give way to blue 
skies. Only sustained pressure, from several angles, 
will keep it from returning.

World Views
Nisid Hajari, Bloomberg

Bangladesh Police say 
they are questioning four 
people in connection with 
the second killing of a 
foreigner in Bangladesh 
last week — a Japanese 
agricultural worker 
described by his neighbors 
as a friendly farmer 
who occasionally joined 
gatherings at their village 
mosque. More on p13

Maldives A human 
rights lawyer says the 
imprisonment of former 
Maldives President 
Mohamed Nasheed 
symbolizes a turn toward 
autocracy and extremism 
by a Muslim nation with the 
world’s highest per-capita 
level of recruitment to the 
Islamic State group. Amal 
Clooney (pictured) is part 
of an international legal 
team that vowed to apply 
“relentless” pressure on 
the Maldives government 
until Nasheed is freed.

Indonesia Rescuers said 
they have found yesterday 
the wreckage of a small 
plane carrying 10 people 
that went missing on a 
domestic flight three days 
ago. The DHC-5 Twin Otter 
plane lost contact with 
air traffic controllers 11 
minutes after taking off 
in good weather Friday 
from Masamba in South 
Sulawesi province.

Pacific Rim The United 
States and 11 other 
Pacific Rim countries have 
agreed to an ambitious 
and controversial trade 
pact that cuts trade 
barriers, sets labor and 
environmental standards 
and protects multinational 
corporations’ intellectual 
property. The agreement 
on the Trans Pacific 
Partnership was reached 
after marathon negotiating 
sessions in Atlanta through 
the weekend. Congress will 
have 90 days to review the 
agreement.

down for talks with the gover-
nment in the first step toward 
easing the lingering crisis in 
the Himalayan nation.

United Democratic Madhesi 
Front said in a statement yes-
terday that they had selected 
a four-member team to hold 
talks with the government. 
The front is the main group 
leading protests in southern 
Nepal that have left more 
than 45 people dead and have 
stopped the flow of fuel and 
supplies to the country’s nor-
th, including the capital.

They said they will continue 
their protests, including blo-
cking highways and border 
points with India.

The ethnic Madhesis are up-
set that the new constitution 
divides Nepal into seven new 
states, with some borders sli-
cing through their ancestral 
homeland in the southern 
plains. Madhesis, along with 
several other small ethnic 
groups, want the states to be 
larger and to be given more 
autonomy over local matters.

The Madhesis live in the 
southern border areas of Ne-
pal and have close cultural 
ties with India, which has 
been supporting them and 
imposed an unofficial blo-
ckade, stopping the flow of oil 
and other essential supplies 
over the border. AP

Umbrella movement. Visitors walk under umbrellas on display over Cheonggye stream during a campaign 
to raise donations to help underprivileged children in Seoul, South Korea.
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Nepalese protesters try to clash with policemen after burning a copy of the 
new constitution during the protest organized by splinter of the Maoist party


