
FOUNDER & PUBLISHER  Kowie Geldenhuys     EDITOR-IN-CHIEF  Paulo Coutinho                    www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

“ THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’ ”

MOP 7.50
HKD 9.50

facebook.com/mdtimes
        + 11,000

WED.26
Oct 2016

N
.º 

26
71

T. 26º/ 30º C
H. 70/ 90%

 P15 P4 P2 AL PLENARY

HONG KONG  A jury 
watched chilling video 
of a British banker 
Rurik Jutting torturing 
an Indonesian woman 
and then talking for 
hours about how he 
repeatedly raped her 
and then killed her 
without feeling guilt or 
emotion.  More on p11

JAPAN-PHILIPPINES 
The outspoken President 
Rodrigo Duterte worries 
his Japanese hosts. Not 
just his policy toward the 
U.S. but also his informal 
style: Will he chew gum 
in front of the emperor? 
Duterte arrived in Tokyo 
for his first visit to Japan 
since becoming Philippine 
leader.  More on p14

SOUTH KOREA President 
Park offered a surprise 
public apology after 
acknowledging her close 
ties to a mysterious woman 
at the center of a corruption 
scandal.  More on p14

JAPAN’s bill for 
dismantling the 
Fukushima nuclear plant 
is ballooning far beyond 
the utility’s estimate of 
USD19 billion. 

MALAYSIA A fire at a 
public hospital killed 
six patients and injured 
another patient and 10 
hospital staff. Some 500 
people were evacuated 
from the hospital in 
southern Johor after the 
fire raged through two 
floors of a building that 
houses the intensive 
care unit. Temporary 
tents were being used as 
treatment areas.

WORLD BRIEFS

More on  backpage

militants 
attack 
pakistan 
police 
academy, 
killing 61 

urban renewal expected to 
enter new phase

‘we keep on pushing 
young artists’

The government will lead the 
process of Macau’s urban 
renewal, confirmed the Secretary 
for Transport and Public Works

Interview with artist James 
Chu, who has a new 
exhibition at the Macau Art 
Garden
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AHEAD OF POLICY ADDRESS 

CE meets with associations 
to fine-tune policies  P3
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Four die on river rapids ride 
at Australian theme park  P13
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Renato Marques

THE work of the Urban Re-
newal Council (CRU) was 

questioned yesterday at the Le-
gislative Assembly (AL). The cri-
ticism arose during the second 
consecutive day this week de-
dicated to hearing government 
responses to lawmakers’ spoken 
enquiries.

The Secretary for Transport 
and Public Works, Raimundo do 
Rosário, highlighted the deve-
lopments achieved on the CRU 
meeting held Monday. He classi-
fied those developments as “sig-
nificant advances.”

“We approved internal regula-
tions and the methodology of the 
work, as well as we decided on 
the creation of three specialized 
groups that will work on six topi-
cs,” Rosário said. He continued, 
adding that one of the issues fou-
nd during the first meetings of the 
council “took more time to solve 
than expected.” When questioned 
on the nature of this issue he said 
it concerned the question of who 
should lead the process, the go-
vernment or the private sector.

The problem was solved with the 
consensus among the members 
of the CRU that the government 
should lead the process.  Exactly 
how and when the government 
will take charge of the process was 
not announced. The secretary fai-
led to clarify the schedule, saying, 
“There isn’t any timing yet. Ini-
tially I proposed that it should be 
the private [sector] leading but 
then the members decided that it 
should be the government. This 
changes everything because for 
the time being there isn’t a speci-
fic public entity doing any of this 
work. We only have a secretariat 
at the Land, Public Works and 
Transport Bureau (DSSOPT) to 
provide logistic support.”

According to the explanation of 
the DSSOPT director, Li Canfeng, 
the six topics to be addressed by 
the three working groups will 
have to do with the working mo-
del currently being considered 
and how it may be implemented, 

AN enquiry from 
lawmaker Leong 

Veng Chai on the status 
of a building located at 
Calçada do Gaio on the 
surroundings of Guia 
hill led Raimundo do 
Rosário to explain that 
construction work on the 
building will begin in the 

near future. He annou-
nced that an agreement 
for the recommencement 
of the work (that had 
been stopped for the past 
eight years) had been 
reached.

The secretary together 
with DSSOPT director 
Li Canfeng revealed that 

the “knot” was “untied” 
through discussions with 
the Cultural Affairs Bu-
reau (IC). With the opi-
nion of the IC taken into 
account it was decided 
that the current height 
of the building (81.5 me-
ters) does not disqualify 
it from the protection gi-

ven to UNESCO heritage 
sites and that the cons-
truction work should re-
sume as soon as possible.

Several lawmakers 
spoke out in discordan-
ce. Au Kam San said it 
was incomprehensible 
how a limitation that led 
to an order to stop the 

construction could be 
surpassed by the opinion 
of a consultative body 
such as IC. Au continued 
his objection by questio-
ning the legality of such a 
decision.

In response, Rosário 
stated: “There are two 
ways [to solve the pro-

blem]: go to court or to 
try to solve it in a diplo-
matic way. I took this 
position to solve the pro-
blem. I don’t know if it’s 
legal or not but I have 
to make decisions and 
I decided to go by this 
method. If I have to take 
responsibility, I will.” 

Li Canfeng (left) and Raimundo do Rosário

Impediment to building construction removed

AL PLENARY

Urban renewal to enter new 
phase, Rosário expects

the concept of “temporary hou-
sing” and what land resources 
may be suitable for temporary 

housing. Further topics will in-
clude the reinforcement of the 
plan to support building main-

tenance, the reuse of industrial 
buildings and how to promote 
and develop the idea and strate-
gies of the urban renewal.

Lawmaker Wong requested 
a calendar to push each of the 
processes forward and also re-
marked that “all the work from 
these new groups should be 
more disclosed, maybe with the 
publication of the minutes of the 
meetings.” 

Secretary Rosário replied with 
the guarantee that the informa-
tion would be publicized. “We 
are going to create a web page 
to disclose all the developments 
of the work that we are doing.” 
However, he noted that the full 
extent of the work would not be 
published, only the “most im-
portant points will be in the we-
bsite.”  Rosário claimed that “the 
members [of the council] deci-
ded that it isn’t necessary [to put 
everything] and that there will be 
no public audience at these mee-
tings. This is was what the mem-
bers decided.”

The clarification on the mat-
ter came after a follow-up ques-
tion from Pereira Coutinho.The 
lawmaker  urged the secretary 
to allow the media to be present 
in the meetings in order to ease 
public concerns, a request also 
shared by Ng Kuok Cheong.

REPLYING to two spoken enquiries 
regarding the latest decisions from the 

Weather Bureau (SMG) regarding the tro-
pical cyclone signals raised, the Secretary 
for Transport and Public Works, Raimundo 
do Rosário, admitted the forecasts might 
not have been totally accurate. He noted, 
“the decision of keeping the signal 3 hois-
ted [during typhoon Nida] was based on 
forecasts done according to available data, 
which revealed a probability of the storm 
weakening of the tropical storm as, in fact, 
happened,” and added that, “the activity 
of the SMG although is based on scientific 
grounds is subject to physical phenomena 
that has unexpected behavior.”

While his statement cleared SMG of di-
rect responsibility, the secretary remarked 
that further analysis concluded that it was 
necessary to improve the bureau’s com-
munication and information disclosure 
processes.

The reply came after enquires of 
lawmakers Melinda Chan and Pereira 
Coutinho.

The SMG director, Fong Soi Kun, 
followed on from the acknowledgement 
of Rosário, saying, “We accept that there 
were problems with the information dis-
closed and we already corrected these pro-
blems.”

Skeptical of such a fast solution Chan 

continued, saying, “The director [of the 
Weather Bureau] says that he reviewed 
the standards but recently we had ano-
ther typhoon and apparently we were once 
more in counter cycle with the neighboring 
regions. In addition, after the lowering of 
the signal to 3 the website of SMG still sta-
ted the signal 8 for a long time. Things like 
this can’t happen.”

The lawmaker also stated that it is ne-
cessary to establish an efficient communi-
cation channel with Zhuhai on this topic 
since there are many people working in 
Macau that live across the border and dif-
ferent decisions on each side of the border 
can create many transportation problems.

SMG admits flaws in typhoon impact forecast
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Initially I 
proposed that 
it should be the 
private [sector] 
leading.

RAIMUNDO DO ROSÁRIO
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THE Chief Executive Chui Sai 
On will deliver the policy ad-

dress for the 2017 Fiscal Year No-
vember 15 at the Legislative As-
sembly (AL).

The session will begin at 3 p.m. 
and will be followed by a press con-
ference at the government head-
quarters at 5 p.m.

The following day, from 3 p.m. to 
6 p.m., Chui will attend the plenary 
meeting of the AL to explain his 
policy program to lawmakers and 
to answer their questions.

The television channels and radio 
station of Macau’s public broadcas-
ter Teledifusão de Macau (TDM) 
will broadcast the policy address 
and press conference live.

Chui’s presentation will be 
followed by the sectorial debates, 
with each secretary debating with 
lawmakers across a two-day pe-
riod. The first secretary to go to the 
AL will be Secretary for Adminis-
tration and Justice, Sonia Chan, 
November 22 and 23. The policy 
address sectorial debates will close 
December 6 with the Secretary for 
Transport and Public Works, Rai-
mundo do Rosário.

Chief Executive 
to deliver 
policy address 
November 15

IN preparation for the 2017 
policy address, the Chief 
Executive (CE) Chui Sai On 
has met with representati-

ves of associations and people 
from all walks of life in Macau in 
order to hear their views on key 
topics.

During meetings with the 
Federation of Trade Unions 
(FAOM) and the General 
Union of the Neighborhood 
Associations (UGAMM), Chui 
vowed not to decrease social 
welfare measures. According 
to the associations, Chui also 
said that he will continue the 
cash handout policy, although 
he didn’t disclose if the value 
of the annual cheque would 
remain unchanged. An increa-
se in available public housing 
and measures to ensure stea-
dy employment of residents 
are two other topics to be hi-
ghlighted in next month’s po-
licy address presentation. 

During yesterday’s meeting 
between the CE and the Macau 
Civil Servants Association (AT-
FPM), the association’s president 

Meeting between the CE and the Macau Civil Servants Association

Chui meets with associations 
to fine-tune policies

Pereira Coutinho argued that the 
value of the cash handout for 
permanent residents should be 
raised to MOP12,000 due to the 
increasing cost of living.

Coutinho also raised several 
concerns of local civil servants, 
like demands for a 6 percent sa-

lary increase, and improvements 
in the residence subsidy and reti-
rement schemes. The lawmaker 
noted to Chui that 17 years after 
the establishment of the MSAR, 
the Trade Union Law was not 
implemented. “There are many 
cases related to labor issues in 

the courts, which demonstrates 
that the Labor Affairs Bureau 
is not the appropriate service to 
mediate issues related to labor ri-
ghts. Employers and employees 
should be on the same level,” he 
said, in an interview conducted 
by TDM.  
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IC to showcase 
new library 
project

The Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC) will organize an exhibition 
to showcase the construction 
plans for the new central library 
project. The exhibition will open 
October 31 at the Old Court 
Building, where the new library 
is expected to be built. The 
exhibition will then be moved 
to the current central library at 
Tap Seac Square, and from there 
to Taipa Library until its close 
December 31. 

Mozambique 
Attorney General 
visits Macau
 
Mozambique Attorney General 
Beatriz Buchili is leading a 
delegation in an official visit 
to Macau. The group arrived 
in Macau last Sunday and will 
leave the region October 29, 
according to a notice published 
by the Public Prosecutions 
Office (MP). The delegation 
was invited to the region by 
the MP. On Monday morning, 
high officials of the MP met 
with Ms. Beatriz Buchili, in 
order to discuss each other’s 
operations and in particular, 
changes to legislation regarding 
crime prevention. Between 
tomorrow and Friday, the Public 
Prosecutor-General of Macau, 
Ip Son Sang, will accompany 
the delegation in a visit to 
Guangdong’s prosecution 
organization. 

Zhuhai 
announces latest 
anti-corruption 
results
 
In the first nine months of 
this year, Zhuhai prosecuted 
15 high officials involved in 
corruption cases and established 
275 corruption-related cases, 
according to a report by Jornal 
Va Kio. Additionally, 192 
civil servants were given the 
Chinese Communist Party’s 
disciplinary punishment, while 
11 people were forwarded to 
judiciary organizations. The 
city’s prosecution authority 
received 147 reports regarding 
infractions made on-duty and 
investigated 62 people for 
committing crimes while on-
duty, of whom 14 were arrested. 
The city also arrested one fleeing 
criminal who was listed on the 
Chinese-national wanted list on 
charges of corruption. 

Lynzy Valles

The Art For All Society (AFA) 
opened its “Perpetual 

Splendor – Works by James 
Chu” exhibition on Monday, at-
tracting several art enthusiasts 
to the event.

Chu is the coordinator of Ma-
cau Art Garden and holds seve-
ral positions in various art and 
design associations in the region.

He has held six solo exhibitions 
in Macau and Beijing and has 
participated in over one hundred 
group exhibitions globally. The 
art expert has also won more 
than 40 design and art awards in 
Macau and overseas. 

Chu’s current solo exhibi-
tion features six paintings and 
will be open to the public for 
a month.

Macau Daily Times (MDT) 
- What was the inspiration 
behind these six artworks?

James Chu (JC) - Just in ge-
neral, I usually paint abstract. 
Abstract is the main style that I 
use for painting. For me, I think 
it’s important from time to time 
to preserve good spirit in my 
work. Also it’s important to try 
to express the feeling throu-
ghout the last three years [that 
I have experienced]. 

 
If you don’t 
sell, if you don’t 
really make 
a living out 
of producing 
artwork, then 
what do you 
do?

JAMES CHU

Q&A

‘We keep on pushing young artists, 
giving them more chances to exhibit’

JAMES CHU
ARTIST, MACAU ART GARDEN COORDINATOR

MDT - Is the art industry 
in Macau growing?

JC - Slowly. Many more 
people participate, especially 
through visiting us at Art For 
All Society and Art Garden. 
We’ve built this platform for 
eight to nine years. We keep on 
pushing young artists, giving 
them more chances to exhi-
bit, to publish in catalogues, to 
bring them overseas and give 
them experience. We help them 
to grow and introduce them to 
the art market, to the poten-
tial buyer. From time to time, 
we see a consistent pattern of 
what pushes people to buy and 
it’s a kind of process. The artis-
ts themselves keep on working 
but at the same time the who-
le society has to grow together 
with the artist. If you grow to-
gether with them from time to 
time, that’s the time when they 
appreciate the art more and feel 
comfortable to buy something 
from Macau artists. 

If they buy it, there are more 
opportunities available for the 
artist to dedicate more time to 
their artistic career; because it’s 
very difficult. If you don’t sell, 
if you don’t really make a living 
out of producing artwork, then 
what do you do? Art teacher 
or freelancer? Still you have to 

find a way, you have to find how 
to balance and keep your spi-
rits up. Through your artwork, 
you have to show everybody 
that you are doing something. 
That’s exactly what I’m trying 
to do.

MDT - What are some 
challenges faced by local 
artists?

JC - There’s too much com-
petition in Hong Kong, Taiwan 
and China. With this price ran-
ge, you can a find a lot of ar-
tworks in a lot of Hong Kong, 
Taiwanese and Chinese galle-
ries. So many people are getting 
involved in this business and a 

lot of artworks have been crea-
ted. So it’s not easy, especially 
when you are just called “Ma-
cau resident artist.” The space, 
rent is very expensive, the living 
standard is higher than China, 
Taiwan. It’s quite difficult.

MDT - Macau’s art market still 
has a long way to go as you have 
mentioned. Do you think the 
region can one day be like Hong 
Kong, where art is valued?

JC - Never. Because of the size 
of Macau and its population, 
we can never be compared with 
them, rather we need to find 
our own way.

MDT - In addition to pro-
moting art awareness, 
what are the other aims of 
the Art Garden?

JC - To give artists a steady 
work space is also one of the 
priorities. We have 36 studios 
upstairs. We have a contract 
for six years so they don’t have 
to find new studios every two 
years. More constant space for 
creative work is very important.

MDT - What difference 
does the Art Garden make 
for the artists?

JC- I shouldn’t say, the others 
should tell.
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THE 11th Conference on Cooperative Development 
and Sharing of Chinese Resources was officially 

opened yesterday at the Grand Ballroom of MGM. 
The opening ceremony was officiated by the presi-

dent of the Cultural Affairs Bureau, Ung Vai Meng and 
the deputy director of the National Library of China, 
Sun Yigang.

The two-day conference will come to a close today. 
Themed “Post-digital Era – the Cooperation, Utiliza-
tion and Promotion of Chinese Resources,” the con-
ference is being attended by local and overseas repre-
sentatives from the library sector. They are primarily 
discussing resource use and sharing, inter-institution 
cooperation, promotional techniques and technology 
application, in order to deepen mutual understandin-
gs and further the development and resource sharing 
capabilities of the organization.

On this event, local library representatives are ex-
pected to meet foreign specialists to promote an alig-
nment with international standards. They will share 
their professional experiences in preparation for the 
development of libraries in the future.

Remarking on the event, Sun Yigang said, “I believe 
that with our joint efforts, this conference will achieve 
novel results in terms of the experience in cooperative 
development and the sharing of [library] resources.” JZ

Library conference 
closes today

THREE students from 
the Department of 

Civil and Environmental 
Engineering in the Facul-
ty of Science and Tech-
nology at the University 
of Macau (UM) recently 
won second prize at the 
‘Tenth National Struc-
ture Design Contest for 

EDUCATION

UM students win second 
prize at National Structure 
Design Contest 

College Students’ held in 
Tianjin.

The three students are 
Fan Yawang, Chan Sio 
Man, and Sio Wai Lam. 
They competed against 
more than 125 teams from 
124 universities in China, 
including Tsinghua Uni-
versity, Tongji University, 

Harbin Institute of Tech-
nology, Zhejiang Univer-
sity and Tianjin Univer-
sity.

The theme of this year’s 
competition was ‘Lon-
g-span Roof Structure’. 
Each team was required 
to design and fabricate a 
long-span bamboo roof 

structure with a plan area 
of 900 x 600 mm and a 
height of 425 mm. The 
model submitted by the 
UM team is a combina-
tion of arches and colum-
ns, weighing 93 grams 
and demonstrating a loa-
d-bearing capacity of 41 
kilograms.

Co-organized by the Pro-
fessional Advisory Com-
mittee for Civil Enginee-
ring Programs at Higher 
Education Institutions 
and the Educational Af-
fairs Committee of China 
Civil Engineering Society, 
the annual competition is 
one of the nine highest- 
ranked inter-university 
competitions in science 
and engineering in China. 
It is also the most impor-
tant competition in the 
field of civil engineering. 

According to a press re-
lease issued by UM, the 
event aims to provide a 
platform for civil enginee-
ring students to exchange 
ideas, build friendships, 
improve their civil engi-
neering skills, be creative 
and learn how to work 
with others. Additionally, 
UM hopes their partici-
pation will in turn stren-
gthen their ties with civil 
engineering departments 
at various universities.
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Julie Zhu
 

THE Cultural Affairs Bu-
reau (IC) announced a 
new system which will 
allow street performers 

of all nationalities to display 
their artistic talents in Macau. 
Yesterday, five representatives 
of the bureau, including presi-
dent Ung Vai Meng, introduced 
the scheme to the media. 

The scheme will be officially 
launched November 1 and appli-
cations will open November 7, 
after which it is planned to run 
for a trial period of three months 
until January 31 of next year. 

In the proposed system, street 
performers from anywhere 
in the world can apply online 
through the IC website or visit 
the department’s office in per-
son to fill out an application 
form.   

Applicants aged 14 years old 
and above are eligible to apply. 
All applicants must have en-
tered the territory legally. For 
those under the age of 17, a le-
tter signed by their guardians 
allowing them to make the 
application must be attached to 
their submission. “[This requi-
rement] is in accordance with 
labour relation laws,” explained 
Leong Hio Ming, vice president 
of ICM. The application quota is 
unlimited. 

“The scheme is only provi-
ding a platform for the artists to 

 
The scheme is 
only providing 
a platform for 
the artists to 
showcase their 
talents.

LEONG HIO MING
IC DEPUTY HEAD 

IC representatives introduced the scheme to the media

New street performance 
scheme unveiled 

showcase their talents. It does 
not involve commercial activity, 
personal promotion, association 
activities, product promotion, 
religious or political activities,” 
said Leong. The vice president 
expects that the artists will not 
involve any of the aforementio-
ned  activities in their perfor-
mances. 

However, not every corner of 
the city will be available for the 
performers. During the trial 
period, three locations will be 
provided: Fortaleza do Monte, 

Anim’Arte Nam Van and Casas-
Museu da Taipa. Within these 
three locations, artists will be 
able to choose from two, six and 
one prepared spots, respecti-
vely. If the trial is a success, nine 
locations in total will be arran-
ged.

Leong explained that the res-
triction on the number of loca-
tions is in accordance with the 
noise control regulations admi-
nistered by the Environmen-
tal Protection Bureau, but that 
authorities are still considering 

opening more spots. 
Only dates falling on Fridays, 

Saturdays and Sundays, as well 
as public holidays, are availab-
le for applications. Those who 
apply first will have their appli-
cations reviewed first and the 
results will be released in the 
same order. 

Each group can consist of five 
members at most. However, 
applicants are allowed to apply 
multiple times under different 
group names.  

The IC will take three days to 

review the applications. Once 
approved, the IC will issue a per-
mission card to the applicants. 
The card will be valid until Ja-
nuary 31, 2017. After this date, 
the performers can renew their 
cards, which will then see their 
validity extended until Decem-
ber 2017. 

The types of art eligible for 
application include perfor-
mances, visual art displays 
and handicrafts. For those 
who plan to bring their handi-
crafts to the location, tagging 
prices on objects is forbidden, 
although they are allowed to 
sell them. Leong clarified that 
if visitors want to buy the art 
pieces, they can speak with the 
artists directly in order to dis-
cuss further details. 

Each group is allowed to occu-
py a spot for two hours, and can 
only reoccupy the same spot af-
ter having already vacated it for 
four hours. According to Leong, 
this is to keep it fair for other ar-
tists. 

The scheme has been discussed 
by 10 governmental departmen-
ts for about half a year, explai-
ned Leong. Non-Macau resident 
artists were invited to offer their 
opinions regarding the scheme. 

The first performance will be 
presented to the city November 
11. Leong stated that the cultu-
ral department predicts that the 
scheme will be “relatively positi-
ve, and will be of great-scale.”
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corporate bits

VistaJet announced that it 
has purchased three new air-
crafts worth USD115 million, 

The Ritz-Carlton, Macau is 
pleased to announce the pro-
motion and appointment of 
Christian Gurtner as the gene-
ral manager of its resort, effec-
tive immediately. 

In this role, he will be pri-
marily responsible for mana-

vistajet announces new aircrafts the ritz-carlton appoints new general manager

taking its overall operating 
fleet to 70 aircraft. 

The new additions mean that 

ging the hotel operations and 
maintaining the unparalleled 
service excellence that is sy-
nonymous with The Ritz-Carl-
ton brand.

Gurtner joined The Ritz-Car-
lton Millenia, Singapore as 
executive assistant manager 

VistaJet now has the largest 
owned, super-midsize and lar-
ge-cabin, business jet fleet in 
the industry, said the aviation 
firm in a statement.

The company has doubled 
its fleet in two years, from 35 
aircraft in 2014 to now 70.

The company continues to 
add new customers around 
the world at a record pace, 
and is ensuring that its ope-
rating fleet size supports its 
exponential business growth. 
With its fleet expansion, Vis-
taJet is maintaining the com-
pany’s strong track record 
of attracting, training and 
supporting pilots, engineers 
and cabin crew. The com-
pany had a record-breaking 
first half of the year, with glo-
bal flight traffic up 23 percent 
and passenger numbers up 
20 percent. 

of Food & Beverage in 2012 
and was promoted to Hotel 
Manager in 2013. He brought 
with him global experience in 
management positions with 
hotel brands across Switzer-
land, the United States (US), 
Canada, Hong Kong, Singa-
pore and China.

Gurtner’s career in Asia be-
gan in Hong Kong in 2007 with 
Hyatt International Asia Pacific 
when he spent a year as direc-
tor of Food & Beverage at the 
Grand Hyatt Shanghai.

Gurtner commenced his 
hospitality career in 1992 in 
Switzerland and later garne-
red extensive experience in 
Rooms and Food & Bevera-
ge divisions in various parts 
of the US, including the Four 
Seasons Hotel at Beverly Hills. 

Christian Gurtner

BRITAIN’S government gave 
the go-ahead yesterday to bui-

ld a new runway at London’s Hea-
throw  airport despite concerns 
about air pollution, noise and the 
destruction of hundreds of homes 
in the capital’s densely populated 
western neighborhoods.

The decision comes after years 
of discussion, study and outrage 
over the building of the first full 
runway in the southeast of the 
country since World War II. The-
resa May’s government, reeling 
from a vote to leave the European 
Union, was anxious to prove the 
country was “open for business.”

Detractors described it as “ca-
tastrophic” for the environment, 
local community and the owners 
of 783 homes that are slated to be 
razed.

“The step that government is 
taking today is truly momen-
tous,” Transport Secretary Chris 
Grayling said. “After years of 
discussion and delay this gover-
nment is taking decisive action to 
secure the U.K.’s place in the glo-
bal aviation market.”

The government rejected other 
options to expand airport capaci-
ty, including the extension of an 
existing runway at  Heathrow  or 
building a second runway at Ga-
twick Airport, south of London.

The decision is only the first step, 
though. The government’s recom-
mendation will be studied further 
and Parliament will vote in about a 
year. Even if approved, it will take 
years before construction begins, 
as residents have threatened to sue 
to block the project.

Entire communities will be le-
veled. Compensation and mitiga-
tion could cost 2.6 billion pounds 
(USD3.2 billion). But the govern-
ment said the wider good was at 
stake.

“This is an important issue for 
the whole country,” Grayling said. 

A plane approaches landing over the 
rooftops of nearby houses at Heathrow 
Airport in London

UK wants to raze 783 
London homes to expand 
Heathrow airport  

“That is why the government’s 
preferred scheme will be subject to 
full and fair public consultation.”

London Mayor Sadiq Khan 
pledged to explore involvement 
in “any legal process,” as he 
said  Heathrow  already exposes 
the city to more aircraft noise 
than Paris, Frankfurt, Amster-
dam, Munich and Madrid com-
bined. Air quality issues were 
among Greenpeace’s concerns.

But it is the fury of residents that 
had stalled the project until now. 
Outraged homeowners argued 
they had been betrayed by politi-
cians who pledged to block expan-
sion before being put into office 
— only to change their minds later.

Anti-expansion groups gathered 
in the village of Harmondsworth, 
a quintessential English village 
which traces its history to the 6th 
century. The third runway is sla-
ted to traverse the village, leveling 
the ivy-covered brick walls of local 
landmarks like Harmondsworth 
Hall guest house as well as two 
thirds of its homes.

“Nowhere else in Europe do they 
build their runways directly in the 
heart of residential areas over 
their cities,” said Neil Keveren, 
who has campaigned againstHea-
throw  expansion for years. The 
runway grounds would be just 
across the road from his home, he 
said. AP

Kartikay Mehrotra, 
Margaret Cronin Fisk

VOLKSWAGEN AG and dri-
vers suing the company in 

the U.S. over its diesel-cheating 
scandal won final approval of 
their USD14.7 billion settlement 
to resolve what’s likely to be the 
largest portion of VW’s civil liabi-
lity worldwide.

The accord requires VW to buy 
back cars with 2.0-liter diesel en-
gines armed with so-called defeat 
devices used to beat emissions 
tests. Under the deal VW reached 
in June with consumers and re-
gulators including the EPA and 
Federal Trade Commission, car 
owners will be offered $5,100 to 
$10,000 each in compensation 
along with the option of a buyba-
ck or a fix.

The automaker has earmarked 
$19.5 billion to cover costs stem-
ming from the scandal.  With 
Tuesday’s approval by  U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Charles Breyer in San 
Francisco, VW has committed 
to almost $16.6 billion in settle-
ments, including $1.2 billion for 
U.S. franchise dealers and $603 
million to U.S. states over vio-
lations of consumer protection 
laws.

Breyer set aside objections to the 
agreement, noting that few VW 
owners complained “and their 
substance does not call into doubt 
the settlement’s fairness.’’ Breyer 
called the settlement fair, reaso-
nable and adequate and it accom-
plishes the primary goal of getting 
the polluting cars off the road.

‘There is no just reason for de-
lay,” Breyer said in the order, whi-
ch allows the buybacks to begin 
immediately.

Volkswagen’s payout for settle-
ments is among the largest in cor-
porate history, exceeded by the 
$246 billion agreement between 
the tobacco industry and U.S. sta-

VW judge approves USD14.7b 
diesel-cheating settlement 

tes in 1998 and the $38 billion BP 
Plc has spent so far over the 2010 
oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico to 
resolve government probes as 
well as claims for private property 
and economic losses.

 “VW got itself in a lot of trou-
ble on both sides of the Atlantic, 
basically lying to a host of gover-
nmental regulators, its ultimate 
customers and its many dealers in 
between,” said  Anthony Sabino, a 
law professor at St. John’s Uni-
versity in New York and an expert 
on complex litigation. “They’re 
not getting off cheap, but they’re 
stopping the bleeding.”

The president of VW’s U.S. unit 
called the settlement  “an impor-
tant milestone in our journey to 
making things right.” The car-
maker is committed to carrying 
out the program as seamlessly as 
possible for customers, Hinrich 
J. Woebcken said in an e-mailed 
statement.

While VW has resolved much 
of its legal exposure in just over 
a year since the emissions chea-
ting was revealed, the company 
still faces a potential trial with 
owners of 3.0-liter diesel cars in 
the U.S., shareholder claims, en-
vironmental lawsuits by multiple 
states and criminal investigations 
by the Justice Department and in 
Europe.

“Volkswagen remains focused 
on resolving other outstanding 

issues in the United States and 
continues to work towards an 
agreed resolution for customers 
with affected 3.0L TDI V6 diesel 
engines,” Woebcken said.

The carmaker agreed in the U.S. 
settlement to devote as much as 
$10 billion to buy back affected 
models and compensate drivers. 
It will also pay $2.7 billion to fe-
deral and California regulators to 
fund pollution-reduction projec-
ts, and contribute USD2 billion 
toward investment in clean tech-
nology.

The settlement with the U.S. 
government requires VW to get 
85 percent of the cars recalled by 
June 30, 2019. If it fails to do that, 
it will have to pay $85 million 
more into the environmental mi-
tigation trust for each percentage 
point of the shortfall. It will also 
have to pay an additional $13.5 
million into the trust for each per-
centage point it falls below the 85 
percent target in California.

VW owners can continue to drive 
their vehicles for now, even if they 
wouldn’t pass state emissions tes-
ting. Individual states may require 
approved emissions fixes on these 
vehicles in the future. Owners who 
choose the buyback option will re-
ceive their cars’ trade-in value as of 
last September, just before VW ad-
mitted to the emissions cheating, 
plus the compensation payments. 
Bloomberg
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PORTUGAL is on the list 
of European countries that 

received most investment from 
China in 2015, according to a 
study by the ESADE Business 
& Law School published in Spa-
nish daily newspaper El Pais.

Portugal came in sixth pla-
ce, with estimated investment 
from China of 6.6 billion euros.

In first place was the United 
Kingdom, with investment of 
20 billion euros, particularly in 
the real estate sector, followed 
by Italy (13.8 billion euros), 
France (9.7 billion euros), Ire-
land (7 billion euros) and Ger-
many (6.8 billion euros).

In 2015 investment by China 
in Europe totalled 29 billion eu-
ros, which is double the amount 
invested in the United States in 
the same year.

THE Angolan State Budget 
(OGE) for 2017, analyzed 

on Friday by the Council of Mi-
nisters in Luanda, provides for 
overall revenues and expenses 
in the order of 7.3 trillion kwan-
zas (USD44.22 billion), compa-
red to 6.9 trillion kwanzas in 
the 2016 budget, according to 

 In first place 
was the United 
Kingdom, with 
investment of 
20 billion euros, 
particularly in 
the real estate 
sector

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang holds talks with Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio 
Costa and his delegation in Beijing

A Sonangol gas station attendant fills a 
vehicle with gasoline at a petrol pump in 
Luanda. Angola is the largest crude oil 
producer in Africa after Nigeria

Portugal is 6th 
European country 
to receive most 
investment from 
China 

The study by the Catalan edu-
cational institute shows that 
Chinese investment in Euro-
pe rose by 55% compared to 
the previous year and tripled 
against 2013, reaching a total of 
USD31.38 billion (28.8 billion 
euros).  MDT/Macauhub

Angola’s budget for 2017 
reaches USD44 billion

Angolan news agency Angop.
The Secretary of State for the 

Budget, Aia-Eza da Silva, es-
timated that the economy will 
grow 2.1 percent in 2017 and 
that the average annual infla-
tion rate will be 15 percent.

Aia-Eza da Silva said the fore-
cast fiscal deficit for 2017 is es-
timated at 5.9 percent, a value 
considered to represent a “sus-
tainable level compared to the 
estimated debt figures.”

The Secretary of State for the 
Budget said that “the focus has 
been on collecting greater non
-oil revenue,” but admitted, 
however, that this factor is re-
lated to the progress and results 
seen in the process of diversifi-
cation of the economy underway 
in Angola. MDT/Macauhub
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A Chinese electronics maker 
 that has recalled millions 

of products sold in the U.S. 
said yesterday that it did all 
it could to prevent a massive 
cyberattack that briefly blo-
cked access to websites inclu-
ding Twitter and Netflix.

Hangzhou Xiongmai Tech-
nology has said that millions 
of web-connected cameras 
and digital recorders beca-
me compromised because 
customers failed to change 
their default passwords.

Liu Yuexin, Xiongmai’s 
marketing director, told 
The Associated Press that 
Xiongmai and other com-
panies across the home sur-
veillance equipment indus-
try were made aware of the 
vulnerability in April 2015. 
Liu said Xiongmai moved 
quickly to plug the gaps and 
should not be singled out for 
criticism.

“We don’t know why there 
is a spear squarely pointed 
at our chest,” Liu said.

The hack has heightened 
long-standing fears among 
security experts that the ri-
sing number of interconnec-
ted home gadgets, applian-
ces and even automobiles 
represent a cybersecurity 
nightmare. The convenien-
ce of being able to control 
home electronics via the 
web also leaves them more 
vulnerable to malicious in-
truders, experts say.

Unidentified hackers sei-
zed control of gadgets inclu-
ding Xiongmai’s on Friday 
and directed them to launch 
an attack that temporarily 
disrupted access to a host of 
sites, ranging from Twitter 
and Netflix to Amazon and 
Spotify, according to U.S. 
web security researchers.

The “distributed denial
-of-service” attack targeted 
servers run by Dyn Inc., an 
internet company located in 

Joe McDonald, Beijing

USE of solar  power is soa-
ring, but Europe’s biggest 

solar panel manufacturer, So-
larWorld, took the surprise step 
last month of cutting 500 jobs 
from its workforce of 3,000.

The reason? Global sales are 
on track for a record year but 
prices are plunging due to a glut 
of supply. That is encouraging 
the spread of clean energy but 
squeezing manufacturers, lea-
ding to politically sensitive job 
losses.

ProSun, a group that represen-
ts European suppliers, blames 
China, which it says is flooding 
export markets and depressing 
prices by propping up money
-losing manufacturers. Industry 
experts say the problem is global 
and reflects missteps by manu-
facturers and shifting energy 
policies in Europe and the Uni-
ted States.

Solar panels are among many 
industries, from steel and ce-
ment to wind turbines, where 
Chinese production capacity 
soared during the past decade’s 
economic boom until it vastly 
exceeded demand.

ProSun is pressing European 
Union trade officials for action, 
making this the latest industry, 
along with steel and aluminum, 
to be hit by political tensions 
over a surge of low-cost Chinese 
exports.

On average, global prices of so-
lar cells have fallen 20 percent 
since July, according to Edurne 
Zoco, who follows the industry 
for IHS Markit.

Suppliers must sell at a loss or 
cut output, said Milan Nitschke, 
a SolarWorld executive who is 
president of ProSun.

“It’s a problem for every manu-
facturer outside China,” said Ni-
tschke. “Chinese manufacturers 
also are in trouble but they can 
be confident that if they strug-
gle, a Chinese banker will save 
them.”

Prices of solar modules in the 
U.S. were down 13 percent from 
a year earlier in late June, at 59 
cents per watt of generating ca-
pacity, the Solar Energy Indus-
tries Association says.

The biggest U.S. manufacturer, 
First Solar Inc., reported its pro-
fit for the three months ending 
in June fell 85 percent from a 
year earlier.

The No. 2 U.S. producer, 
SunPower Corp., announced 
Aug. 9 it would close a factory 
in the Philippines and eliminate 
1,200 jobs following a quarterly 
loss of USD70 million.

U.S. regulators imposed im-
port tariffs of up to 250 percent 
in 2012 on Chinese solar cells 
and hiked duties on other solar 
products last year to offset what 
they deemed improper subsidies 

 
It’s a problem 
for every 
manufacturer 
outside China. 
Chinese 
manufacturers 
also are in 
trouble but … if 
they struggle, a 
Chinese banker 
will save them.

MILAN NITSCHKE 
SOLARWORLD

Chinese firm says it 
did all it could ahead 
of cyberattack

Manchester, New Hampshi-
re. These types of attacks 
work by overwhelming tar-
geted computers with junk 
data so that legitimate traf-
fic can’t get through.

“The issue with the con-
sumer-connected device is 
that there is nearly no fi-
rewall between devices and 
the public internet,” said 
Tracy Tsai, an analyst at 
Gartner, adding that many 
consumers leave the default 
setting on devices for ease 
of use without knowing the 
dangers.

Researchers at the New 
York-based cybersecurity 
firm Flashpoint said most 
of the junk traffic heaped 
on Dyn came from internet-
connected cameras and vi-
deo-recording devices that 
had components made by 
Xiongmai. Those compo-
nents had little security pro-
tection, so devices they went 
into became easy to exploit.

In an acknowledgement 
of its products’ role in the 
hack, Xiongmai said in a 
statement Monday that it 
would recall products sold 
in the U.S. before April 2015 
to demonstrate “social res-
ponsibility.” It said products 
sold after that date had been 
patched and no longer cons-
titute a danger.

The company, which also 
makes dashboard cameras 
and computer chips, said 
it would recall more than 4 
million web-connected ca-
meras and has offered cus-
tomers a software security 
fix. The recall will apply only 
to devices sold under Xiong-
mai’s name. As an original 
equipment manufacturer, 
close to 95 percent of the 
company’s products are sold 
by other firms that repacka-
ge its devices under their 
own brand names, said Liu, 
the marketing director. AP

A woman sits near a display showing the dangers of hackers breaking 
into mobile devices during the Global Mobile Internet Conference in Beijing

SOLAR POWER

Plunging equipment prices fuel trade complaints

and unfairly low export prices.
In a written response to ques-

tions, the U.S. Commerce De-
partment said it has received no 
new complaints from American 
manufacturers since issuing 
those orders.

SolarWorld announced Sept. 
21 it would eliminate 500 tem-
porary jobs at two sites in Ger-
many.

Chinese and European prices 
are “in a neck-and-neck race to 
the bottom,” said PV Magazine, 
which follows the industry. It 
said remaining European pro-
ducers “have just a few years left 
at best.”

A group representing Chinese 
exporters denies they are selling 
solar panels abroad at prices be-
low production cost.

Chinese manufacturers have 
cut costs by improving their te-
chnology, said Zhang Sen, ge-
neral secretary of the solar di-
vision of the China Chamber of 
Commerce for Import & Export 
of Machinery & Electronic Pro-
ducts.

“Chinese companies are not 
maliciously lowering export pri-
ces,” Zhang said in an email.

Beijing has encouraged solar 
manufacturers with low-cost 
loans and other aid. Produc-
tion expanded until by 2012 the 
market was awash in low-cost 
solar panels. That set off pri-
ce-cutting wars and a wave of 
bankruptcies.

Communist leaders have pro-
mised to shrink bloated indus-
tries but want to protect techno-
logy creators. Hundreds of small 
Chinese solar manufacturers 
have shut down while bigger 
companies are shielded from 
bankruptcy.

After it defaulted on a 1.7 
billion yuan ($267 million) bond 
payment this year, solar panel 
maker Yingli Group, a sponsor 
of the 2014 football World Cup 
in Brazil, received 2 billion yuan 
($310 million) from the China 
Development Bank. Regulators 
were lining up another 7.5 billion 
yuan ($1.2 billion), according to 
Chinese news reports.

China passed Germany last 
year as the biggest user of so-
lar power and has raised its of-
ficial 2020 target for solar gene-
rating capacity by 50 percent to 
150 gigawatts — more than tri-
ple the amount installed to date.

Environmentalists and other 
governments have lauded such 
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Kelvin Chan, Hong Kong

A Hong Kong jury wa-
tched chilling video 
yesterday of a British 
banker torturing an 

Indonesian woman and then 
talking for hours about how he 
repeatedly raped her and then 
killed her without feeling guilt 
or emotion.

The video was shown on 
the second day of Rurik Ju-
tting’s trial for the murders 
of Sumarti Ningsih, 23, and 
Seneng Mujiasih, 26, whose 
bodies were found in his ups-
cale apartment near the ci-
ty’s red-light district in 2014. 
The case shocked people in 
the Asian financial hub, whi-
ch has a reputation for being 
safe but also significant ine-
quality. It also highlighted the 
decadent lifestyles of some 
members of the former Bri-
tish colony’s expatriate elite.

Jurors were played about 20 
minutes of video in which Ju-
tting apparently tortures Su-
marti. The media and public 
could not view it but heard 
the audio.

At one point he can be heard 
saying: “If you scream I will 
punish you. Understand?” 
That is followed by the sou-
nd of smacking and slapping, 
and later the sound of a wo-
man whimpering. Jutting 
then tells her not to cry.

Later, both jurors and the 
public gallery were shown 
hours of iPhone video in whi-
ch Jutting, wearing no clo-

 ‘My name is 
Rurik Jutting. 
About five 
minutes ago 
I just killed, 
murdered, this 
woman here,’ 
he says into 
the camera

HONG KONG 

Banker’s trial jury sees 
chilling video of torture

thes, delivers an extended 
rambling monologue to the 
camera.

“My name is Rurik Jutting. 
About five minutes ago I just 
killed, murdered, this woman 
here,” he says into the ca-
mera, moving it to show her 
body in his bathroom shower.

He says on camera he held 
the woman captive and raped 
her repeatedly and he dis-
cusses how he felt no guilt or 
emotion after killing Sumarti. 

“I’ve always had dark fanta-
sies” involving rape, torture, 
murder, he says.

Jutting, who worked for 
Bank of America-Merrill Lyn-
ch in structured equity finan-
ce and trading, said he had 
earned more than $1 million 
over the previous two years 
but had spent most of it on 
drugs and prostitutes. He wa-
tched the court proceedings 
from the glass-screened dock, 

showing no expression.
Sumarti had been in 

Hong Kong earlier as a foreign 
maid but had returned on a 
tourist visa. Seneng was offi-
cially on a foreign domestic 
worker visa but was working 
in a bar when she met Jutting.

Both women went to his 
apartment after Jutting of-
fered them money for sex. 
Prosecutors said he killed 
both women by slitting their 
throats.

Jutting, 31, has pleaded not 
guilty to murder, with prose-
cutors rejecting his attempt to 
plead guilty to the lesser char-
ge of manslaughter. If convic-
ted, he faces life in prison.

At one point in the video, 
he holds up to the camera a 
small plastic bag apparently 
containing cocaine and a rol-
led up Hong Kong $10 bill. He 
is seen snorting the drug se-
veral times in the videos, whi-
ch were filmed over six days.

The last clip shown was 
apparently filmed after he kil-
led Seneng.

“I imagine this may be my 
last video, this just happe-
ned,” he says in one, and then 
pointing the camera down to 
the floor, although it its too 
dark to see anything.

“I have killed two. The first 
one I tortured. There will be 
no redemption for me, but 
they are dancing with angels,” 
he said.

The trial is scheduled to con-
tinue today and run for three 
weeks. AP

File photo taken through a tinted glass, Rurik Jutting, a British banker, sitting in a prison bus arrives at a court in Hong Kong

SOLAR POWER

Plunging equipment prices fuel trade complaints
policies.

New capacity added in China 
in the first half of 2016 soared 
by 300 percent over a year ear-
lier to 20 gigawatts, according to 
the China Photovoltaic Industry 
Association, which represents 
manufacturers.

Manufacturers ramped up pro-
duction, but demand in China 
collapsed after a lower subsidy 
rate took effect July 1.

“The companies are despera-
tely looking for customers,” said 
Nitschke. “The Chinese don’t 
want to dump, but since the go-
vernment stopped supporting 
demand in China itself, they 
need to.”

China is the biggest manufac-
turer but suppliers everywhere 
contributed to the surplus by 
expanding despite warnings 
they would overshoot demand, 
according to IHS Markit’s Zoco.

“This is a common factor across 
all manufacturers,” he said.

New solar generating capaci-
ty installed worldwide rose 25 
percent last year over 2014 to 56 
gigawatts, according to the U.N. 
Environment Program. Fore-
casters expect this year’s new 
installations to reach 60 to 75 
gigawatts.

“With these low prices, in a 
number of countries demand is 
picking up, especially in emer-
ging markets,” said Frank Hau-
gwitz, an industry consultant in 
Beijing.

Projects are under develop-
ment in the Middle East, Latin 
America and Africa, where so-
lar used to be too expensive, he 
said.

A bid in September by a part-

nership between a Chinese ma-
nufacturer, Jinko Solar Ltd., 
and Japan’s Marubeni Corp. to 
build a proposed 350-megawatt 
solar power project in Abu Dha-
bi set a new low in prices. Jinko 
and Marubeni said they can de-
liver power for 2.42 U.S. cents 
per kilowatt hour.

Beijing is encouraging Chinese 
manufacturers to shift produc-
tion to India, Southeast Asia, 
Brazil and elsewhere to redu-
ce the supply glut at home and 
avoid U.S. and European curbs 
on solar panels from China.

That is undercutting Indian 
leaders’ hopes of nurturing their 
own solar technology industry.

The Chinese share of India’s 
solar technology market jumped 
from 50 percent to 75 percent 
over the past year, according 
to Bridge to India, a consulting 
firm. It said Chinese brands now 
account for eight India’s top 10 
suppliers.

Beijing resolved European 
Union dumping complaints by 
agreeing to set a minimum price 
of 56 euro cents per watt on Chi-
nese-made solar panels expor-
ted to the 28-nation trade bloc.

ProSun accuses suppliers of 
violating that pact by charging 
as little as 40 euro cents per 
watt and secretly paying reba-
tes or mislabeling Chinese-ma-
de panels as coming from other 
countries.

European manufacturers want 
the EU to extend the agree-
ment, but groups that promote 
renewable energy want it scra-
pped. They say it hampers the 
spread of solar by inflating cos-
ts. AP
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AN Indonesian court yesterday sentenced an 
Australian retiree to 15 years in prison for se-

xually abusing girls on the tourist island of Bali. 
Robert Andrew Fiddes Ellis was arrested in Ja-

nuary and accused of abusing 11 girls as young as 
8. Some of the victims said Ellis gave them small 
amounts of money and gifts such as a bicycle in 
exchange for letting him bathe them. Ellis admit-
ted to bathing the girls. 

The Denpasar District Court found him guilty 
of violating Indonesia’s Child Protection Law, 
and the panel of judges, led by Wayan Sukanila, 
also fined Ellis 2 billion rupiah (USD153,000) 
or a further six months in prison if the fine 
wasn’t paid. “The defendant has been proven 
guilty of persuading children to perform obs-
cene acts repeatedly,” Sukanila said. “There are 
no excuses for the defendant’s deeds.” The pa-
nel also said that Ellis had damaged the image 
of Bali’s tourism industry.

Kristen Gelineau, Sydney

FOUR people were killed 
yesterday after a river ra-

pids ride malfunctioned at a 
popular theme park on Aus-
tralia’s east coast, officials 
said.

Two men and two wo-
men died while on the ride 
at Dreamworld, a park on 
Queensland state’s Gold 
Coast, Queensland police of-
ficer Tod Reid told reporters.

The Thunder River Rapids 
ride whisks people in circu-
lar rafts along a fast-moving, 
man-made river. A mal-
function caused two peo-
ple to be ejected from their 
raft, while two others were 
caught inside the ride, said 
Gavin Fuller, an officer with 
the Queensland Ambulan-
ce Service. He did not know 
whether the two victims who 
were caught in the ride were 
trapped under water, or cau-
ght up in the machinery.

Park staffers administered 
first aid to the victims, but 

INDONESIA

Australian gets 15 
years prison for 
abusing girls in Bali

AUSTRALIA

Four killed on river rapids 
ride at theme park

their injuries proved fatal, 
Fuller told reporters.

The victims were in their 
30s and early 40s, he said.

Reid said he was not awa-
re of any previous problems 
with the ride. Police were 
interviewing witnesses and 
reviewing closed-circuit tele-
vision footage of the incident 
while crews worked to remo-
ve the bodies from the scene 
yesterday night, he said.

“It is a complex retrieval 

involving heavy equipment 
and that will take several 
hours,” Reid said.

Dreamworld CEO Craig 
Davidson said the park was 
working with police to try 
and determine what went 
wrong.

“We are deeply shocked 
and saddened by this, and 
our hearts and our thoughts 
go out to the families invol-
ved and to their loved ones,” 
Davidson told reporters.

The park was closed 
following the accident and 
was expected to remain clo-
sed today.

A witness, Lia Capes, told 
the Australian Broadcas-
ting Corp. that she was just 
about to go on the ride when 
she saw people running out, 
crying.

“I was speaking to one of 
the guys and he said it was 
the raft or the boat thing in 
front of him, the whole thing 
flipped and everyone was 
screaming,” Capes said.

Thunder River is consi-
dered one of Dreamwor-
ld’s tamer, family-friendly 
rides, and is open to chil-
dren as young as 2. The 
park, which has been open 
since 1981, also featu-
res several roller coasters 
and the free-fall ride “The 
Giant Drop,” where pas-
sengers plunge from a hei-
ght of nearly 120 meters. 
In April, the park’s Rocky 
Hollow Log Ride was tem-
porarily shut down after a 
man fell from the ride.

Australian Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull said there 
would be a thorough investi-
gation into the cause of the 
accident.

“Theme parks are a place 
for family fun and happi-
ness, not tragedy,” he told 
reporters. AP

Australian Robert Andrew Fiddes Ellis

Image made from video, rescue personnel stand by the Thunder River 
Rapids ride at Dreamworld on the Gold Coast



26.10.2016 wed

ASIA-PACIFIC 亞太版 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo14
 

th Anniversary

 

Hyung-Jin Kim, Seoul

SOUTH  Korea’s president 
offered a surprise public 

apology yesterday after ack-
nowledging her close ties to a 
mysterious woman at the cen-
ter of a corruption scandal.

President Park Geun-hye’s 
apology came a day after a Sou-
th Korean TV network, JTBC, 
reported that the woman, who 
has no government job, was 
informally involved in editing 
some of Park’s key speeches. 
Other media have speculated 
that the woman, Choi Soon-sil, 
might have meddled in other 
state affairs.

Park’s approval ratings have 
plummeted to a record low 
amid weeks of media reports 
that Choi might have used her 
connections to Park to push 
companies to make tens of 
millions of dollars in contribu-
tions to establish two nonprofit 
foundations.

In a nationally televised spee-
ch, Park said that Choi helped 
her on speeches and public re-
lations issues during her 2012 
presidential campaign and af-
ter her 2013 inauguration. Park 
said she eventually stopped 
getting such help from Choi, 
but didn’t say when that help 
stopped.

“To me, it was something that 

Mari Yamaguchi, Tokyo

THE outspoken Phili-
ppine President Ro-

drigo Duterte worries his 
Japanese hosts. Not just 
his policy toward the U.S. 
but also his informal sty-
le: Will he chew gum in 
front of the emperor?

Duterte arrived in Tokyo 
yesterday for a three-day 
visit, his first since beco-
ming Philippine leader at 
the end of June.

For diplomats and poli-
tical leaders, the main is-
sue is his U.S. policy and 
how Japan can help mend 
those ties.

Tokyo is a major U.S. 
ally, and has watched 
with concern as Duter-
te criticized the U.S. and 
said he would scale back 
his country’s military en-
gagement with America. 
He has also worried Ja-

SOUTH KOREA

President Park acknowledges 
ties to woman in scandal

I did out of a pure intent to do 
things more thoroughly, but 
regardless of any reason, I am 
sorry that I caused concern to 
the people of our nation, caught 
them by surprise and hurt their 
feelings,” Park said, bowing 
deeply.

Park didn’t mention Choi’s 
corruption allegations, but the-
re was a frenzied social media 
reaction in South  Korea over 

the president’s acknowledg-
ment.

The JTBC network said in its 
report this week that it obtained 
a personal computer abando-
ned by Choi that contained 44 
files carrying drafts of some of 
Park’s speeches, remarks at Ca-
binet meetings and other public 
comments. Some speech drafts 
included highlighted parts, su-
ggesting that Choi made some 

changes to original texts, the 
report said.

It’s not clear who sent such 
drafts to Choi. But if the JTBC 
report is accurate, those in-
volved in the transfer of texts 
would face legal punishment 
for breaking laws that govern 
behavior of civil servants. If the 
materials sent to Choi inclu-
de those with sensitive issues, 
charges of leaking state secrets 

or obstructing official duty cou-
ld also be imposed, according to 
legal experts.

Choi is a daughter of a Chris-
tian pastor who had worked as 
Park’s mentor before his 1994 
death, according to South Ko-
rean media reports. The pastor, 
Choi Tae-min, was originally a 
Buddhist monk, had six marria-
ges and allegedly used his rela-
tionship with Park to take bri-
bes from government officials 
and businessmen, the reports 
said.

The junior Choi is also the ex
-wife of a man who served as 
Park’s chief adviser when she 
was in the National Assembly 
before she became president 
in February 2013. A Japanese 
newspaper reported that Park 
was with the husband during 
a deadly ferry sinking in 2014 
that killed more than 300 peo-
ple, mostly teenagers. South 
Korean prosecutors charged 
the journalist from the Sankei 
Shimbun newspaper who wrote 
the story with defaming Park, 
but a Seoul court later declared 
him not guilty.

Park is the daughter of late 
dictator Park Chung-hee, who 
was assassinated by his own 
intelligence chief during a 
late-night drinking party in 
1979. Today marks the 37th 
anniversary of Park Chung
-hee’s death.

Park Geun-hye’s single five
-year term ends in early 2018. 
On Monday, she proposed revi-
sing the country’s constitution 
to change the current presiden-
tial system, drawing immedia-
te criticism from liberal rivals 
who described the overture as 
a tactic to divert attention from 
Choi’s scandal. AP

WILL HE CHEW GUM? 

Japan wary of Philippine leader’s visit

pan and the United States 
by reaching out to China.

Japanese Foreign Mi-
nister Fumio Kishida told 
reporters he planned to 
ask Duterte what his real 
intentions are when the 
two have dinner yester-
day. He said Prime Minis-
ter Shinzo Abe will do the 
same today.

“I think it would be im-
portant that we ... directly 
hear opinions from Pre-
sident Duterte himself,” 
Kishida said.

The worries about Du-
terte were reinforced 
when he lashed out again 
at the U.S. in a departure 
speech at the Manila air-
port.

He called Americans 
“foolish,” saying their 
land is stricken with 
“pure bigotry and discri-
mination,” a day after se-
nior American diplomat 
Daniel Russel criticized 
Duterte’s controversial 
remarks and unclear in-
tentions.

“These Americans are 
really foolish,” Duterte 
said, adding Americans 
travel to the Philippines 
“like somebody, without 
visas, these sillies.”

He also made a veiled 
threat to revoke a 2014 
defense pact allowing 
large numbers of U.S. 
troops, warships and pla-
nes to enter the Philippi-
nes for combat drills.

Referring to the pact, 
Duterte said, “Forget it,” 
adding that in the future, 
“I do not want to see any 
military man of any other 

nation except the Phili-
ppine soldier.”

In Japan, a country whe-
re formality and politeness 
are highly valued, some 
are worried about Duter-
te’s rough side, particular-
ly when he meets Emperor 
Akihito on Friday.

Japanese TV shows have 
repeatedly shown Duterte 
apparently chewing gum 
at meetings and other pu-
blic occasions.

In footage of a meeting 
with Chinese President Xi 
Jinping, Duterte walked 
in with his hands in his 
pockets and chewed gum 
during the handshake 
and a signing ceremony.

“When he makes a cour-
tesy visit to the emperor, 
his behavior could have 
a major impact,” senior 
lawmaker Itsunori Ono-
dera said Sunday on Fuji 
TV. “I trust he unders-

tands the consequences 
and would not do such a 
thing (as chewing gum). 
I do hope the Philippine 
side will remind him of 
that particular point.”

Duterte often doesn’t bu-
tton the top button of his 
shirt, wears jeans and has 
been seen without socks.

In Japan, where the em-
peror was considered a 
living god until the end of 
World War II, people are 
expected to be extra poli-
te to him and his family.

“It’s unbelievable. I have 
never seen anything like 
that!” former diplomat 
Kunihiko Miyake said on 
Fuji TV. “How could he 
dare to behave in ways 
that could cause his host 
to lose face.”

Japan is expected to of-
fer Manila two large Coast 
Guard patrol boats — on 
top of an earlier pledge 
of 10 smaller ones — and 
TC-90 military training 
aircraft to help boost the 
Philippine’s maritime se-
curity in the South China 
Sea. AP

A man watches a TV screen showing the news program about South Korean President Park Geun-hye’s apology

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte arrives at Haneda international airport
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Abdul Sattar, Quetta

MILITANTS wea-
ring suicide vests 
stormed a Pakis-
tani police aca-

demy in the southwestern city 
of Quetta overnight, killing 61 
people, mostly police cadets 
and recruits, and waging a fe-
rocious gun battle with troops 
that lasted into early hours 
yesterday.

The four-hour siege — one 
of the deadliest attacks on 
Pakistan’s security forces in 
recent years — also wounded 
123, mainly police trainees but 
also some paramilitary troops, 
according to Wasay Khan, a 
spokesman for the elite Fron-
tier Corps. Some of the wou-
nded were reported to be in 
critical condition.

The assault caught many of 
the recruits asleep in their 
dorms and forced cadets and 
trainers to jump off rooftops 
and run for their lives to esca-
pe the attackers.

Pakistani troops responding to 
the assault said it was over after 
all three suicide bombers invol-
ved in the attack were killed — 
one was gunned down while two 
others blew themselves up.

Later yesterday, conflicting 
claims of responsibility emer-
ged. The Islamic State group, 
which is waging war in Syria 
and Iraq where it has decla-
red a self-styled caliphate, 
posted a claim on the group’s 
media arm, the Arabic-lan-
guage Aamaq news agency. It 
said three IS fighters killed 60 
police recruits in Quetta but 
the claim was not confirmed 
by Pakistani officials and IS 
did not offer any previously 
unknown details about the as-
sault.

Earlier, a little-known 
breakaway faction of the 
Pakistani Taliban, known as 
the Hakimullah group, also 
issued a statement claiming 
responsibility for the attack. 
Pakistani officials, doubting 
the group’s capabilities in sta-
ging such a coordinated and 
spectacular assault, also could 
not confirm that claim.

While most of the casualties 
were cadets and others from 
the academy, some of the army 
personnel who responded to 
the assault were also among 
those killed, said Shahzada 
Farhat, police spokesman in 
Quetta, the capital of Balu-
chistan province.

The attack began at 11:30 
p.m. on Monday, said Balu-
chistan Home Minister Sar-
fraz Bugti, with three militan-
ts shooting and killing a police 
guard at the watch tower befo-
re storming into the academy, 
located on the city’s outskirts.

Baluchistan officials had 
earlier received “intelligence 
reports that some terrorists 
have entered the province” 
but had no indications about 
possible targets.

“We had tightened security, 

major militant attacks in pakistan over 
the past three years 

MILITANT ATTACKS in Pakistan have killed hundreds of people over 
the past three years, including many schoolchildren. Conflicting claims 
of responsibility have emerged, including by a Taliban splinter group and 
an Islamic State affiliate.
Here are some of the deadliest attacks in Pakistan in the last three years:

OCT 25: Gunmen storm a police academy in the southwestern city of 
Quetta, killing 61 people, mostly cadets and trainees;
SEPT 16: Suicide attack kills 36 worshippers in a Sunni mosque in the 
northwestern tribal region of Mohmand;
AUG 08: Suicide bombing kills more than 70 people at a gathering of 
lawyers on the grounds of a government-run hospital in Quetta;
MARCH 27: Bombing on Easter Sunday kills 65 people in the eastern 
city of Lahore, in a park crowded with Christians, including many chil-
dren;
MARCH 16: Bomb rips through a bus carrying Pakistani government 
employees in the volatile northwestern city of Peshawar, killing 15 peo-
ple;
MARCH 7: Suicide bomber attacks the entrance to a court in north-
western Pakistan, killing 11 people;
JAN 20: Islamic militants storm a school in Charsadda in northwestern 
Pakistan in an hours-long attack, killing at least 20 people;
2015:
SEPT. 18: Taliban storm a military air base used as a residential area on 
the outskirts of Peshawar, killing 29 people, including 16 praying inside 
a mosque;
AUG. 16: Suicide bombing at the home of Punjab province’s home 
minister, Shuja Khanzada, kills 18 people, including the minister and a 
senior police officer;
MAY 29: Gunmen hijack a bus and kill 22 people near Pishin district in 
southwestern Baluchistan province;
MAY 13: Gunmen storm a bus carrying Shiite Muslims in the southern 
city of Karachi, killing 45 people;
APRIL, 11: Gunmen in restive southwestern Pakistan kill 20 workers at 
a dam construction site;
MARCH 17: Two suicide bombers attack two churches in the eastern 
Pakistani city of Lahore as worshippers pray inside, killing 15 people;
FEB. 14: Taliban militants storm a Shiite mosque in Peshawar, killing 
20 people;
JAN. 30: Suicide bombing at a Shiite mosque in southern city of Shikar-
pur kills 59 people;
2014:
DEC.16: Militants attack an army-run school in Peshawar, killing over 
150 people, mostly schoolchildren;
NOV. 2: Taliban suicide bombing kills 60 in an attack on a paramilitary 
checkpoint close to the Wagah border crossing with India;
JUNE 9: Ten gunmen disguised as police guards attack a terminal in 
Karachi, Pakistan’s busiest airport, killing 13 people during a five-hour 
siege.
JUNE 8: Suicide bombing in the country’s southwest kills at least 23 
Shiite pilgrims returning from Iran.

 The four-hour 
siege — one of 
the deadliest 
attacks on 
Pakistan’s 
security forces 
in recent 
years — also 
wounded 123

PAKISTAN 

Militants attack police 
academy, killing 61

which is why they could not 
do it in the city and chose a 
target on the outskirts,” said 
Baluchistan’s chief minister, 
Sanaullah Zehri.

There were initially also con-
flicting police and military 
statements about the number 
of attackers involved. About 
700 cadets, trainees, instruc-
tors and other staff were in-
side the academy when it was 
attacked, Bugti said.

Once inside the academy 
grounds, Pakistani media said 
the gunmen headed straight 
to the dorms housing the ca-
dets and trainees and opened 
fire, shooting indiscriminate-
ly. Some of the cadets jumped 
off rooftops and through win-
dows to try to escape.

“They were rushing toward 
our building, firing,” one ca-
det told Pakistani Geo TV 
news channel. “We rushed 
for safety toward the roof and 
jumped down in the back of 
the building.”

Another recruit, his face co-
vered in blood, told the station 
the gunmen shot at whoever 
they saw. “I ran away, just 
praying God might save me,” 
he said.

After the attack, Pakista-
ni forces tightened security 
around the academy and Que-
tta hospitals were the woun-
ded were taken. Footage aired 
on local television stations 
showed ambulances rushing 
out of the main entrance of 
the academy as fire engines 
struggled to put out fires set 
off by the explosions from the 
attackers’ suicide vests.

Most of those being treated at 
the city hospitals had gunshot 
wounds, although were inju-
red jumping off the rooftop of 
the hostel housing the cadets 
to escape the gunmen.

“This war isn’t over,” said 
Pakistani Interior Minister 
Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan. 
“The enemy is weakened, but 
not eliminated.”

Maj. Gen. Sher Afgan, head 
of the Pakistani paramili-
tary force which is primarily 
responsible for the provin-
ce, claimed the attackers had 
received instructions from 
commanders in neighboring 
Afghanistan. He said they 
were most likely from the ban-
ned Lashker-e-Jhangvi Al-Al-
mi militant group affiliated 
with al-Qaida and the Taliban. 
The Sunni militant group has 
mainly targeted minority Shii-
te Muslims whom its members 
consider to be infidels.

The paramilitary chief spoke 
before the Islamic State and 
the Hakimullah group’s claims 
surfaced.

Afghanistan condemned the 
attack and dismissed Pakis-
tan’s allegations that the as-
sault was planned from bases 
inside Afghanistan. “Afgha-
nistan is the biggest victim 
of terrorism and denounces 
all terrorist attacks,” said 
Mohammad Haroon Chakhan-
suri, spokesman for Afghan 

President Ashraf Ghani.
In a separate statement, 

Ghani also condemned the 
attack, saying that “terrorism 
is a threat throughout the re-
gion, which is reflected in the 
brutal act today in Quetta.”

Pakistan maintains that mili-
tants fleeing army operations 
in the tribal regions regularly 
escape across the border, fin-
ding safe havens inside Afgha-
nistan. For his part, Ghani has 
been deeply critical of Pakis-
tan, saying it has provided 
safe havens to the Taliban and 
in particular the violent Haq-
qani network.

For over a decade, Baluchis-
tan has been the scene of a low
-intensity insurgency by na-

tionalist and separatist groups 
demanding a bigger share in 
the regional resources. Isla-
mic militants and Sunni sec-
tarian also have a presence in 
the province.

Pakistan has carried out seve-
ral military operations against 
militants in country’s lawless 
tribal regions along Afghanis-
tan border, including a major 
push that started mid 2014 in 
North Waziristan, a militant 
base. The Islamic militants 
have killed tens of thousands 
of people in their bid to over-
throw Pakistan’s government 
and install their own harsh 
brand of Islamic law.

Later yesterday, a roadside 
bomb killed a police official 
escorting a polio team that 
was travelling in northwestern 
Pakistan as part of a vaccina-
tion campaign, according to 
Furqan Bilal, a police supe-
rintendent in Peshawar. Mi-
litant attacks on polio teams 
are common in Pakistan as 
Taliban and other extremis-
ts denounce such vaccination 
campaigns as a Western cons-
piracy. APDust smoke rises after a bomb defuse by bomb disposal squad on the outskirts of 

Peshawar, Pakistan
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what’s ON ...

San Francisco and Macau Art of 
Illustration Exhibition
Time: 10am-7pm (Mondays-Friday)
           3pm-7pm (Saturdays)
Until: October 30, 2016
Venue: Avenida da Praia Grande, nº 749, r/c, 
Macau
Admission: Free
Enquiries: (853) 2892 3288

Macau Arts Window 2016: Dwelling on 
Objects – Fragments Drawn by Yuen-yi Lo
Time: 10am-7pm (no admission after 6:30 pm, 
closed on Mondays)
Until: December 4, 2016 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE 
Admission: MOP5 (free on Sundays and public 
holidays)  
Enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

‘Have Fun’ Chu Kin Fat Artwork Exhibition
Time: 10:30am-6:30pm (Closed on Mondays and 
public holidays)
Until: November 13, 2016 
Admission: Free  
Venue: 10 Fantasia, Calcada da Igreja de S.Lazaro 
Enquiries: (853) 2835 4582

Abstract Paintings from the MAM 
Collection
Time: 10am-7pm (no admittance after 6:30 pm, 
closed on Mondays) 
Until: December 31, 2016
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE 
Admission: MOP5 (Free on Sundays and public 
holidays) 
Enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

“Memories of Moments - Macao and 
Lusophone African and Asian Regions in 
Photograph Postcards” Exhibition
Time: 10am-6pm (no admission after 6:30 pm, 
closed on Mondays)
Until: December 4, 2016 
Venue: Archives of Macao, No. 91-93, Avenida do 
Conselheiro Ferreira de Almeida, Macau
Admission: Free
Enquiries: (853) 2836 6866

Art Courses Student’s Exhibition of the 
Macau Museum of Art
Time: 10am-7pm (no admission after 6:30 pm, 
closed on Mondays)
Until: November 27, 2106 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE 
Admission: MOP5 (free admission on Sundays and 
public holidays) 
Enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

this day in history

The President of South Korea, Park Chung Hee, has 
been “accidentally” shot dead by the chief of his in-
telligence service, Kim Jea Kyu. 

Five other people, including the president’s body-
guard, were also killed. 

The incident took place at the Korean Central Inte-
lligence Agency’s headquarters during a dinner being 
held by Kim in honour of the president. 

A government statement revealed that an argument 
broke out between Kim Jae Kyu and Park’s chief 
bodyguard, Cha Chi Chul, during which a shot was 
fired by Kim which hit the president as he tried to 
intervene. 

The President was taken from the scene to a nearby 
army hospital where he later died. 

There had been a long-standing dispute between 
the president and Kim Jae Kyu over whether to adopt 
a tough or moderate policy towards political oppo-
nents. 

An emergency meeting of the Cabinet has named 
Prime Minister Choi Kyu-Hua as acting president. 
Martial law has also been proclaimed throughout the 
country. 

General Chung, the army chief of staff, has been 
appointed commander of martial law. His first act 
was to order a nightly curfew and to ban all demons-
trations throughout the country. 

The US Government reacted immediately saying 
that it would deal strongly with any attempt by North 
Korea to exploit the situation. 

The US Defense Department ordered American 
troops based in South Korea to be on “alert status” 
as a warning. 

Park Chung Hee became President in 1961. He was 
known for his firm rule which he said was justified 
by the constant threat of invasion from North Korea. 

He had already survived one assassination attempt. 
In August 1974 a series of shots were fired at him 
as he gave a speech. All shots missed him but one 
killed his wife.

			                   Courtesy BBC News

1979  South Korean 
          President killed

In context
When the president’s body was moved from Government House 
to the national cemetery more than two million Koreans lined the 
streets. 
In a re-enactment of the incident, required by Korean law, Kim Jae 
Kyu showed how he first shot the president’s bodyguard and then 
the president himself whom he shot twice. 
The incident was seen as an attempted coup with intelligence 
agents admitting to shooting four of the president’s other body 
guards after being told of the plan by Kim Jae Kyu. 
Kim Jae Kyu and four KCIA agents were tried and sentenced to 
death for the murder of President Park Chung Hee and his body-
guards.

 Offbeat

Police say a pot advocacy company’s RV carrying mari-
juana-laced candy burst into flames on a bridge that con-
nects New Jersey and Delaware, causing lane closures and 
tying up traffic for hours.

Weed World Candies tells WCAU-TV more than 
USD50,000 in merchandise was destroyed Sunday even-
ing when one of its vehicles heading to Philadelphia from 
Washington, D.C., caught fire on the Delaware Memorial 
Bridge. Passing motorists captured the blaze on video .

The company uses tour vehicles to sell marijuana-laced 
lollipops and promote the legalization and decriminaliza-
tion of pot.

No injuries were reported.
The Delaware River and Bay Authority tells NJ.com all 

northbound lanes were closed for about a half-hour. Two 
lanes were still closed three hours later.

Authorities say it’s believed a mechanical problem 
sparked the fire.

RV containing pot-laced candy 
catches fire on bridge 

TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:50
17:15
18:00
18:50
19:20
19:30
20:30
21:00
21:30
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:15
00:50

TDM News (Repeated)				  
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast			 
RTPi Live				 
Once Upon A Time S1 (Repeated)			 
Precious Pearl (Repeated)				  
TDM Interview (Repeated)				  
Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)			
Soap Opera				  
Main News, Financial & Weather Report			
Non-Daily Portuguese News				  
Criminal Minds S10				 
Precious Pearl				  
TDM News				  
Miscellaneous				  
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)	
RTPi Live				 

cinema
cineteatro
20 Oct - 26 Oct

JACK REACHER: NEVER GO BACK_
room 1
2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director: Edward Zwick
Starring: Tom Cruise, Cobie Smulders, Damika Yarosh   
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 118min

HEARTFALL ARISES_
room 2
2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm
Director: Ken Wu
Starring: Nicholas Tse, Sean Lau   
Language: Chinese (English and Cantonese)
Duration: 108min

THE AGE OF SHADOWS_
room 2
2.15, 4.45, 7.15 pm
Director: Kim Jee-Woon
Starring: Song Kang-Ho, Gong Yoo, Han Ji-Min  
Language:  Korean (English and Cantonese)
Duration: 140min

SADAKO VS KAYAKO_
room 3
9.45 pm
Director:  Koji Shiraishi
Starring: Mizuki Yamamoto, Tina Tamashiro, Masanobu 
Ando  
Language:  Japonese (English and Cantonese)
Duration: 98min

macau tower
06 Oct - 26 Oct

SNOWDEN_
2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm
Director:   Oliver Stone 
Starring:  Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Shailene Woodley, 
Melissa Leo   
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 134min
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU
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omACROSS: 1- Ladies of Spain: Abbr.; 5- Basil-based sauce; 10- Hit with an open 

hand; 14- I could ___ horse!; 15- Movie award; 16- “The Farmer in the Dell” 
syllables; 17- Misdeed; 19- Exploitative one; 20- Dispatches; 21- Between sunrise 
and sunset; 23- Dig in!; 25- Article of faith; 26- Hebrew month; 29- Paper quantity; 
31- Pale purple; 35- Sun. delivery; 36- Wedding cake feature; 37- Pacific weather 
phenomenon; 38- Ostensible; 40- Schedule of activities; 41- Obscure; 42- Scene; 
43- Goal; 44- Gettysburg general; 45- Just ___!; 46- Greek peak; 47- Emerson’s 
middle name; 49- Hanoi holiday; 51- Prophetess of Israel; 54- Remains; 58- Tabloid 
twosome; 59- Full of remorse; 63- Lyra’s brightest star; 64- Sing like Bing; 65- Do 
followers; 66- Org.; 67- Piles; 68- Attack a fly;

DOWN: 1- Uses a Singer; 2- Few and far between; 3- Like ___ of bricks; 4- Tool 
with a belt; 5- Pea holder; 6- “___ Beso” (1962 hit); 7- Chem., for one; 8- Bicycle 
built for two; 9- Church instrument; 10- 
Closing; 11- Actress Virna; 12- Excuse 
me; 13- Skin opening; 18- Juliette Low’s 
org.; 22- Egg yolk; 24- Triple; 25- It paves 
the way; 26- Indian state; 27- Caterpillar 
rival; 28- Betel palm; 30- Hosp. readout; 
32- Turkish money; 33- “Delta of Venus” 
author Nin; 34- Punctuation mark; 36- 
Musical ineptitude; 37- Set up; 39- Insane 
female; 40- Chart shape; 42- Brandy 
letters; 45- Cling; 46- Furry swimmers; 
48- Coniferous tree; 50- Slalom curve; 51- 
Prima donna; 52- French summers; 53- 
Panhandles; 55- Not many; 56- Arizona 
city on the Colorado River; 57- Narrow 
opening; 60- Extinct bird; 61- Alley-___; 
62- ER staffers;

Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINA

WORLD

15
4
16
0
12
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22
16
24
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30

-1
8
9
9
3

4
14
16
15
12

overcast/drizzle
drizzle
drizzle

clear/drizzle
cloudy/clear

10
-2
10
-3
11
3
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15
16
19
14
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haze/overcast
cloudy/clear
haze/cloudy
cloudy/sleet

drizzle
clear

drizzle/overcast
drizzle

shower
moderate rain

shower/heavy rain
moderate rain

overcast/shower
cloudy

cloudy/clear
cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
This is not the best time to suppress 
your initial reactions — in fact, you 
may want to let fly with whatever 
crosses your mind. That does 
involve some backtracking, but 
better that than dishonesty.

April 20-May 20
This is the best time for your 
love life to get some attention — 
especially if you’re single! You may 
find that the people you deal with 
day to day suddenly seem much 
more interesting.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You may have a hard time keeping 
your tasks straight today — so 
make a list or two! Even if you 
spend more time writing them 
down than actually doing them, it’s 
still a good use of time.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Today marks a new beginning of 
some kind. You may start a new 
romance, look for a new job or find 
a kind of spiritual renewal you’ve 
been hoping for. Whatever happens 
is sure to be positive.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Your right brain is much more 
active today — so expect hunches 
and your intuition to pop up all day 
long, You don’t have to follow them 
all up, but you would do well to try 
at least one of them.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You’ve got to spend more time 
with your people today — 
friends, family members or close 
coworkers. Between fellowship and 
collaboration, you’re sure to find 
plenty to keep you busy.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You have to adapt today — 
otherwise, you’re sure to suffer a 
setback. It may be minor, but it is 
likely to be demoralizing. It’s just 
easier for you to bend a little in the 
wind.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Try something different today — 
maybe a new dish for lunch that 
seems crazy and exotic, or maybe 
asking someone out in a new way 
that feels less awkward. Your 
energy is perfect for it.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Your relationships are key to your 
mood and success today — so reach 
out to anyone who’s estranged or 
who has been causing stress. You 
can repair almost anything if you’re 
sincere.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You need to get out of your routines 
today — skip work or school, get 
home late or do whatever else you 
need to do to reconcile your free 
spirit with your rigid schedule. You 
can do this!

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You are dreaming big dreams today 
— so it’s the perfect time for a life 
change! If you know what you want, 
go for it. If not, consult your intuition 
and go with your gut. It’s hard to go 
wrong.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
It’s time to move on — though not 
necessarily from any major life 
entanglement. If it’s time to end 
that toxic relationship, go for it, but 
otherwise, just let go of your heaviest 
baggage.

  Aquarius Pisces
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BY himself, Lionel 
Messi has already sco-

red more than Real Ma-
drid’s top three forwards 
combined.

The Barcelona star is off 
to one of the best starts of 
his career with 14 goals 
in 11 matches, two more 
than what Cristiano Ro-
naldo, Gareth Bale and 
Karim Benzema have net-
ted so far with Madrid.

And Messi has done it 
despite being sidelined 
for three weeks because 
of an injury.

“Messi has been su-
perb,” Barcelona coach 
Luis Enrique said simply.

The Argentina forward 

FOOTBALL

Messi off to great start, already 
outshining Madrid trio

hadn’t started a season 
with so many goals since 
2011-12, when he scored 
14 times in 10 matches.

So far, Messi has already 
scored eight more goals 
than he did last season 
at the same point. He has 
two hat tricks and is the 
leading scorer in both the 
Spanish league and the 
Champions League. In 
his last six games, he has 
scored 11 goals, with six 
coming in the three ga-
mes he played since reco-
vering from a right groin 
strain.

Messi’s rivals at Madrid 
have not come close to 
him this season.

Ronaldo has nine goals, 
but that includes five with 
Portugal in World Cup 
qualifying. He is currently 
in a slump in the Spanish 
league with only two in 
six matches.

“Of course Cristiano 
wants to score more,” 
Madrid defender Marcelo 
said. “But he is a player 
who helps a lot, and not 
only with goals, also with 
his work on the field.”

Benzema scored his 
fourth goal of the season 
in a Spanish league game 
last weekend, while Bale 
has netted seven times in 
14 appearances.

Seven of Messi’s goals 
this season were scored in 
the Spanish league, with 
one in the Spanish Super 
Cup and six from a couple 
of hat tricks in the Cham-
pions League.

The current form cou-
ld leave the 29-year-old 
forward in position to 
again win the Ballon d’Or 
award for the world’s best 
player. He has already 
won the award five times, 
including last season. AP

Barcelona’s Lionel Messi celebrates
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FORMULA One could 
be on its way out of Ma-
laysia after the country’s 
sports minister said “we 

should stop hosting” the grand 
prix and the chief of the Sepang 
International Circuit inferred the 
dominance of Mercedes had stri-
pped the sport of its excitement.

There is a contract to hold an 
F1 race at Sepang through 2018 
but the prospects of continuing 
beyond that are diminishing. An 
early exit could possibly be ne-
gotiated as F1’s new ownership 
seeks to expand its presence in 
the United States without exten-
ding the season schedule.

Amid falling ticket sales and 
television viewership, SIC chief 
executive Razlan Razali told local 
media that “maybe it will do Ma-
laysia good to take a break” from 
hosting F1.

“The product (F1) is no longer 
exciting. It’s being dominated by 
one team,” Razali was quoted as 
saying.

This criticism is despite Malay-
sia’s state oil company, Petronas, 
being both the major sponsor of 
the Mercedes team and the na-
ming-rights sponsor of the local 
grand prix.

The Malaysian sports minister 
Khairy Jamaluddin agreed with 
the SIC’s suggestion of taking a 
“break” from F1.

“I think we should stop hosting 
the F1. At least for a while. Cost 
too high, returns limited,” he 
tweeted.

 
I think we 
should stop 
hosting the F1. 
At least for a 
while. Cost too 
high, returns 
limited.

KHAIRY JAMALUDDIN 
SPORTS MINISTER (TWEET)

MOTORSPORT

Sepang circuit, government 
urge end to F1 in Malaysia 

“When we first hosted the F1 it 
was a big deal. First in Asia outsi-
de Japan. Now so many venues. 
No first mover advantage. Not a 
novelty.”

Jamaluddin said the ticket sales 
were declined, TV viewership is 
down, foreign visitor numbers 
have decreased because of com-
petition from races in Singapore, 
China and the Middle East and 
“returns are not as big.”

The opinion of the sports mi-
nister is significant given the 
Malaysian race, like many others 
on the F1 calendar, is partially 
bankrolled by the government.

His tweets were met with agree-
ment on his feed, while some 
questioned why Malaysia’s F1 
crowds continue to diminish 
while those at the neighboring 
Singapore Grand Prix are much 
higher.

“(Singapore is a) Night race in 
the city. Novelty. Nowhere else in 
the world. Even then ticket sales 
are down. It’s a hot race during 
the afternoon vs Singapore night 
race in the heart of city w/ no res-
trictions on concert acts,” Jama-
luddin said. “Cost of lighting up 
SIC prohibitive. We looked into 
it.”

The Sepang circuit will host 
Moto GP this weekend, and ti-

ckets sales for that event have 
consistently been much higher 
than for F1.

Jamaluddin said Sepang shou-
ld continue to host Moto GP and 
add other race series that do not 
have the huge hosting fees which 
Formula One commands.

The Malaysian GP has been a 
permanent fixture on the F1 ca-
lendar since 1999 and was inclu-
ded in the provisional 2017 ca-
lendar issued last month. AP

Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain leaves pit lane after a tire change during a pit stop while competing the Malaysian 
Formula One Grand Prix at the Sepang International Circuit in Sepang
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Israel court says lawmaker Hazan 
did drugs as casino manager 

An Israeli court has ruled that a lawmaker 
from the ruling Likud party had used hard dru-
gs when he ran a casino in Bulgaria, before en-
tering politics.

Yesterday’s ruling marks another blow to the 
already dubious reputation of Oren Hazan, who 
was elected last year and within months faced 
accusations of physically assaulting a public of-
ficial, sexually harassing women and soliciting 
prostitutes.

Hazan sued Amit Segal, reporter for Israel’s 
Channel 2 TV, for defamation over an investi-
gative piece that included testimony on Hazan 
having allegedly consumed crystal meth while 
managing the Bulgarian casino.

In the ruling, the court found the reporter had 
acted in good faith and reported his story honestly. 
Nevertheless, it awarded Hazan USD10,000 in 
damages for another, unsubstantiated Channel 2 
report that Hazan had also sold drugs.

20-40
Good

RIHANNA posted an 
emotional plea online 

for information leading to 
the whereabouts of a mis-
sing dancer from New Je-
rsey who also performed 
with Beyonce’ and Missy 
Elliot.

Shirlene Quigley, 32, was 
seen by her landlord leaving 
her North Bergen residen-
ce on Sunday, police said. 
Another person reported 
seeing Quigley near the Port 
Authority Bus Terminal in 
Manhattan early Sunday. 
Her father reported her 
missing.

Her car and cellphone 
have been found by New 

York City police.
“This beautiful soul, and 

former dancer of mine is 
MISSING!!! My heart aches 
thinking of how heavy this 
is on all who love her!,” the 
singer posted on Instagram, 
along with a video of Qui-
gley.

Elliott wrote that Quigley 
was wearing “a pink jacket 
and 3-4 inch heels” when 
she went missing and urged 
people on Instagram to call 
police with any information 
on her location.

Quigley’s father told 
WNBC-TV she left a messa-
ge with a friend that states, 
“Get ready, it’s about to ha-

30-50
Good

30-50
Good

opinion

Buying by app
I am currently teaching a course in research 

methods but the traditional content, which em-
phasizes philosophical approaches to research 
and statistical analysis of research data, is very 
dry, boring and not very relevant for the future 
working careers of undergraduates studying hotel 
management. So, with the approval of the course 
coordinator I have refocused the course on how 
research can be practically used to evaluate cus-
tomer service and improve business operating 
efficiencies in hotels and other service organiza-
tions.

Moreover, I believe that hands on experience 
is a very good way to learn so I am getting the 
students to do actual research projects. The first 
of these was to interview people and review avai-
lable information to develop service blueprints for 
a range of different businesses around Macau. 
Service blueprints are a well known graphical 
method for summarizing the business processes 
and interactions between customers and service 
providers so they can be analyzed and improved.

The students did very good work and most or-
ganizations they approached were happy to talk 
to them and provide lots of information about how 
their businesses worked. They recognized the so-
cial responsibility aspects of cooperating with the 
students and they were proud to explain how their 
businesses worked. It also gave them a way meet 
prospective future employees and to get fresh 
ideas on how to improve their customer service.

Interestingly, shop managers in a large fast food 
chain in Macau resisted cooperating by telling the 
students they they needed to contact the head 
office. This is a very unfortunate attitude that is 
too often seen in middle management in bureau-
cratic organizations - no initiative and no pride in 
their work.

Even more interestingly, the student team 
looking at this business proposed an excellent 
idea for fast food chains to improve their custo-
mer service - developing a smartphone App that 
customers can use to order and pay for food in 
their outlets. They noticed the long queues and 
excessive cash handling and that most custo-
mers were young and had smartphones. They 
then realized that a smartphone App could use 
GPS location to identify the outlet the customer 
is in and allow food to be ordered for immediate 
delivery within the outlet. The App could display 
the order and collection number so that the food 
could be received at the normal collection coun-
ter. Moreover, the App could be linked to AliPay or 
any other online payment system to directly pay 
for the food. Thus, customers arriving at a fast 
food outlet could simply order and pay online and 
collect their food from the collection counter in the 
normal way - no queuing and no cash!

This change could minimize the problematic 
ordering queues and cash handling within fast 
food outlets to significantly improve the customer 
experience. Given the scale of their operations, 
large fast food chains could even develop their 
own payment gateway to have another revenue 
stream.

It may be that getting such an App implemented 
and adopted by fast food chains in Macau would 
be a very difficult project, but it certainly will not 
happen unless people start asking for it.

This kind of fact based analysis coupled with 
initiative and creativity is what we need to be de-
veloping in our young people and fresh university 
graduates. I also believe that we need them to be 
out in the community looking at real problems and 
issues and not in ivory towers considering abs-
tract theories. And we certainly do not want them 
to take their lead from timid middle managers who 
have no pride in their work, take no initiative and 
whose only concern is keeping their head down 
and avoiding possible criticism. Better customer 
service in Macau needs better existing manage-
ment, as well as creative young people.

Macau Matters
Richard Whitfield

ppen and I’m going to need 
you to sub for me.”

In the video, Quigley 
speaks about treating each 
other as family.

“Imagine if we trea-
ted each other like we all 
really came from the same 
family,” Quigley says. “I 
know people probably 
think I’m crazy because 
I’m always telling everyo-
ne ‘I love you! I love you!’ 
Because the minute that I 
meet somebody I do love 
them because I know in 
my heart and in my spirit 
that that’s my brother and 
my sister, that’s my nei-
ghbor.” AP

Power play. Angelique Kerber of Germany makes a backhand return against Simona Halep of Romania during 
their singles match at the WTA tennis tournament in Singapore, yesterday.

AP Photo/Wong Maye-E  DECISIVE MOMENT
THE

VIETNAM Three sailors 
held by Somali pirates 
for more than four years 
returned home, with 
one father expressing 
happiness at seeing a son 
he hadn’t heard from in 
three years. 

GREECE’s labor minister, 
George Katrougalos, 
says negotiators from the 
International Monetary 
Fund have adopted 
“extreme neoliberal” 
positions at the start of 
a new round of bailout 
talks in Athens, pressing 
to aggressively scale 
back union powers and 
employment rights.

ALBANIA’s Constitutional 
Court has suspended 
a law that requires the 
vetting of the personal 
and professional 
backgrounds of judges 
and prosecutors, key 
to judicial reforms 
needed to convince the 
European Union to launch 
membership negotiations. 
The court suspended the 
law to seek the opinion of 
the Council of Europe’s 
Venice Commission.

FRANCE The staff of 
news network I-Tele are 
still on strike to protest 
management’s refusal 
to suspend high-profile 
broadcast personality 
Jean-Marc Morandini 
after he was given 
preliminary charges 
of corrupting minors. 
Morandini, who denies 
wrongdoing, has been 
accused of sexual 
abusing young men 
during casting calls.

BRAZIL Authorities 
said yesterday they are 
investigating whether 
the victim of a gang rape 
was previously attacked 
by members of the same 
drug-dealing group. 
The attack highlights 
the pervasive violence 
against women and girls 
in Latin America’s largest 
nation just months after 
a 16-year-old girl was 
gang-raped. The latest 
victim is a woman, 34, 
who police say was raped 
last week by men at a 
bar in a suburb of Rio de 
Janeiro.

Rihanna seeks 
information about 
missing backup dancer 

Rihanna
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