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CHINA State media say 
an official in southwest 
China has shot and 
wounded two city 
leaders before killing 
himself. The shooting 
happened yesterday 
morning in Panzhihua 
city in Sichuan 
province. The gunman 
shot Communist Party 
chief Zhang Yan and 
mayor Li Jianqin while 
they were meeting 
at a conference and 
exhibition center. 
Xinhua says the 
gunman was the city’s 
land and resources 
chief, Chen Zhongshu, 
who killed himself 
afterward. The report 
gave no possible 
motive.

CHINA Eleven children 
were injured by a 
man in a knife attack 
at a kindergarten in 
south China’s Guangxi 
Zhuang Autonomous 
Region. The man 
slashed the children 
with a kitchen knife 
after entering the 
kindergarten. Police 
said the suspect 
claimed he was at the 
kindergarten to pick 
up his child. Three 
seriously injured 
children have been 
sent to a hospital in 
Nanning, the regional 
capital, for treatment. 
The suspect is in police 
custody.

US-N. KOREA Donald 
Trump says he is 
confident North Korea 
won’t develop a 
nuclear-tipped missile 
that could strike 
the United States. 
But his options for 
stopping the reclusive 
communist country 
are slim. More on p13
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china 
considering 
options to 
back yuan

a taste of 
recognition
Some of those who will 
be decorated by the 
government this week met 
with journalists yesterday

ho’s case to be 
expedited
The trial of the territory’s 
former top prosecutor, Ho 
Chio Meng, resumed after a 
two-week recess period
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Renato Marques

SOME of the 36 indivi-
duals and organizations 
who will be decorated 
by the government this 

week met with journalists yes-
terday to share their feelings on 
the recognition they are about to 
receive.

The decorations, medals and 
certificates of merit awarded 
for 2016 by the government are 
granted according to the recom-
mendations from the Commi-
ttee of Nomination of Medals 
and Honorary Titles that will be 
delivered by the Chief Executive 
(CE) in a ceremony to be held 
tomorrow at the Cultural Center.

On the section dedicated to 
the ones receiving the Medal for 
Distinguished Service – Medal 
for Dedication – we find three 
exemplary officials: Maria do 
Céu Dourado Amorim da Silva 
Hung, Vicente João Monteiro 
and Porfírio Zeferino de Souza.

Vicente João Monteiro is a 
former registrar of the Land Re-
gistry Office and copywriter of 
many of the Registry and Notary 
Codes in Macau.

With a long career in the Civic 
Services both in the region and 
in Portugal, Monteiro acknowle-
dges that the receipt of such an 
award means the recognition of 
work that he has been develo-
ping for a long time.

Having all but reached the top 
of his field in Macau during his 
initial tenure between January 
1994 and August 2000, Montei-
ro returned to the region in 2011 
by invitation of the MSAR go-
vernment to continue his work 
in the registry and notary fields.

The author of several legal 
works, Monteiro sees the oppor-
tunity to continue to publish 
works in this area as one of his 
main incentives to continue to 
work and live in the region.

“One of the incentives that 
makes me stay in Macau is 
exactly the opportunity that 
has been given to me of leaving 
some legacy in the registry and 
notary fields,” he said.

Remarking on his working 
field, Monteiro believes that the 
region will face a big challenge 
that relates to the rapid shifting 
from Portuguese to Chinese do-
minance on matters that require 
a notary  due to the rise on the 
number of lawyers from a Chi-
nese-speaking background who 
want to follow career as private 
notaries too. According to him, 
this situation will “involve a big-
ger effort from the Legal Affairs 
Bureau (DSAJ) for the profes-
sion of the Private Notary acti-
vities,” adding “obviously this 
involves the recruitment of bi-

Civil servants share thoughts 
before being decorated 

 
I receive the 
accolade in 
the name of all 
translators and 
interpreters. 
Our roles are 
becoming more 
visible and 
important in 
Macau.

MARIA DA SILVA HUNG

lingual professionals and this is 
really the big challenge arising 
at this moment.”

Another of the challenges he 
pointed to is the “electronization 
of the procedures and services 
[from DSAJ] and especially in 
what concerns interdepartmen-
tal communication from the ser-
vices to the users.” This is a topic 
in which he thinks Portugal can 

serve as a good example for the 
MSAR government to follow.

At 65-years-old, Monteiro 
says, “Time will be the reason 
for my return [to Portugal]. I 
have no projects at this level 
[for the time being]. I will stay 
until it is necessary and as long 
as I consider my work useful to 

Macau.”
Feeling a great pride and an 

honor for the award he received 
was Porfírio Zeferino de Souza, 
the Judiciary Police (PJ) Ins-
pector and Chief on the Depart-
ment of Crimes Against People. 
He said: “The award is a recog-
nition of my work in this force; 
work I’ll continue to develop in 
the same way in order to serve 
the PJ and the population.”

Having worked within the 
police force for 33 years, the 
inspector highlighted the diffe-
rences between the old and the 
current days, saying “I remem-
ber that when I entered the 
force we had only eight officers 
[within his department] divi-
ded in two teams of four. Now 
I have a total of 28 inspectors 
in three permanent teams of at 
least eight people.”

Another of the differences be-
tween the old and current days 
is that “crimes now are more 
complex and the criminals 
smarter demanding more from 
the inspectors and the force.”

As the most touching moment 
of his career so far, de Souza hi-
ghlighted a case from approxi-
mately two years ago when his 
team managed to rescue two un-
derage people. He also recalled 
a case when the whole team had 
to work for 15 days in a row in 
order to solve a homicide.

Leading the department that 
also deals with the cases of do-
mestic violence, de Souza says 
that the most common cases 
that the department deals with 

are related to simple offenses 
and threats.

Regarding domestic violence 
cases, he said: “In many cases, 
and after investigation, we con-
clude that in fact they aren’t cri-
mes [of this kind]. Maybe the 
population is still not aware of 
what is included under the cri-
mes of domestic violence.”

Working in the civic services 
since 1987, always in interpre-
tation and translation, is Maria 
da Silva Hung, one of the most 
trusted translators and interpre-
ters from the CE. She was very 
happy to have been chosen for 
this award.

“Once or twice I thought when 
would be my turn, or maybe this 
will never happen. This year it 
was finally my turn and I’m very 

happy about it,” she said, adding 
that she receives this award at a 
personal level but also in the 
name of all translators and in-
terpreters.

“I receive the accolade in the 
name of all translators and in-
terpreters. Our roles are beco-
ming more visible and impor-
tant in Macau,” Hung said.

When questioned by the Times 
on the most difficult moment that 
she experienced in the perfor-
mance of her duties, she recalled 
a job done on a boat when she felt 
very uncomfortable.

Humorously Hung said rather 
than what usually happens, to-
morrow she will not be the mas-
ter of ceremonies (MC) of the 
event but instead, one of the ho-
noured guests.

Maria da Silva Hung Vincente Monteiro

Porfírio de Sousa
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PROFESSOR Li De-
feng, director of the 

University of Macau’s 
(UM) Centre for Studies of 
Translation, Interpreting 
and Cognition, Faculty of 
Arts and Humanities, has 
been elected president of 
the World Interpreter and 
Translator Training Asso-
ciation (WITTA). The elec-

Li Defeng

EDUCATION

UM scholar heads World Interpreter 
and Translator Training Association 

tion was made during the 
organization’s First Con-
gress and Inaugural Gene-
ral Assembly held in Guan-
gzhou.

The newly founded WI-
TTA is an international 
non-governmental and 
non-profit organization 
dedicated to bringing toge-
ther industrial and acade-

mic institutes to promote 
the training of interpreters 
and translators worldwi-
de. The association has 40 
founding institutions from 
across the world, including  
University College London, 
University of Westminster, 
the City University of Hong 
Kong and the Beijing Lan-
guage and Culture Univer-
sity.

Speaking at the congress, 
Li commented that sin-
ce the beginning of the 
21st century, the field of 
education for translation 
and interpreting has been 
developing rapidly and 
has achieved remarkab-
le progress in the face of 
various challenges, such 
as the significant gap be-
tween demand and supply 
in the translation indus-
try. WITTA was set up to 
address these challenges 
by promoting internatio-
nal exchange, interdisci-
plinary collaboration and 
the commercialization of 
research results. “As lea-

ders and active researchers 
in our institutions and our 
field of research, we came 
to Guangzhou to build and 
strengthen ties and part-
nerships, share experien-
ces, and assess pertinent 
interpreter and transla-
tor training developments 
that have occurred in these 
years,” said Li.

Over 100 experts and 
scholars of translation 
education from the United 
States, the United King-
dom (UK), Canada, Aus-
tralia, Russia, Singapore, 
Switzerland, Germany, 
Japan, South Korea, main-
land China, Hong Kong, 
Macau and Taiwan atten-
ded the congress and as-
sembly. Topics discussed 
during the congress inclu-
ded the current trends in 
translator training and the 
development and assess-
ment of translation com-
petence. The next WITTA 
Congress will be held at the 
University of Westminster, 
(UK) in 2018.

Sulu Sou criticizes 
Liaison Office
Sulu Sou, president of the New Macau 
Association (ANM), criticized the 
deputy director of the Liaison Office, 
Yao Jian, following his comments on 
Macau hiring non-local occupational 
drivers. According to a report by All 
About Macau, Sou considers that the 
Liaison Office “talked too much this 
time.” He also said that “the Liaison 
Office has set a bad example by moving 
things it has been doing from under the 
table to the top of the table.” Sou stated 
that the Liaison Office is going against 
the one country two system policy if 
it continues to engage in this kind of 
behavior.

HK man arrested 
for alleged money 
laundering scheme
Lee Yuk-Tim, one of the former 
leaders of the Hong Kong Muay-Thai 
Association, was arrested yesterday in 
Hong Kong. Lee is also the high official 
within Hong Kong’s triad Sun Yee 
On. According to Hong Kong reports, 
Lee allegedly was involved in money 
laundering schemes between 2007 
and 2014. The HKD260 million found 
in his and his wife’s personal bank 
accounts is allegedly related to loan 
matters involving casinos from Macau. 
Lee’s wife has also been arrested.  In 
1996, Lee was arrested in Macau and 
imprisoned in Hong Kong for eight 
months. 
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on the lawmakers’ 
agenda

LABOR RIGHTS Tsui Wai 
Kwan said that local labor 
associations “are really 
overbearing” by organizing 
demonstrations which in-
tend to put pressure on the 
government regarding its 
proposal to research driver 
employment regulations wi-
thin the region. Tsui noted 
that the implementation 
of the government’s plans 
are decided very carefully 
only after public hearings 
are held to determine the 
public’s expectations and 
needs. The lawmaker con-
siders it odd that certain 
groups appear to have for-
gotten this approach when 
their own interests are at 
stake. Tsui believes that the 
associations should protect 
the rights of laborers, espe-
cially the associations “whi-
ch love the country and love 
Macau.”  

RECLAIMED LAND Ng 
Kuok Cheong urged the 
government to regulate 
property purchasing requi-
rements with relation to 
property projects located in 
the city’s reclaimed lands. 
Ng suggested the govern-
ment to rule that any fu-
ture residence projects on 
these lands should only be 
allowed to be purchased by 
permanent residents of Ma-
cau who own only one resi-
dence. He voiced the expec-
tation that the government 
constructs affordable public 
houses and apartments for 
civil servants. He expressed 
the hope that the govern-
ment can use such lands to 
improve local people’s living 
environment. 

ILLEGAL PARKING 
PENALTIES Melinda Chan 
questioned the government 
on its plans to handle ille-
gally parked vehicles. She 
further questioned whether 
the government will have 
enough space to store vehi-
cles impounded from the 
streets.  Chan expressed the 
belief that there is no ob-
vious relationship between 
increasing penalties and a 
control on the number of 
vehicles. She voiced her 
belief that charging heavier 
penalties only affects  small 
to medium enterprises 
and residents who need to 
move their possessions. The 
lawmaker clarified that she 
does not agree with illegal 
parking but asked whether 
the government believed in 
increasing the number of 
parking spaces. Chan said 
that it is worthwhile to con-
sider what the government 
could do to make the public 
accept new vehicle control 
actions. 

Julie Zhu

THE Legislative As-
sembly (AL) passed 
an amendment re-
garding the region’s 

laws relating to sexual haras-
sment and sexual activities 
with minors. The amend-
ment, presented by the Se-
cretary for Administration 
and Justice Sonia Chan, was 
met with unanimous support 
from lawmakers. 

The amendment introduced 
three articles which will rule 
three types of activities as a 
crime. 

The new amendment pro-
poses a definition of sexual 
harassment that considers 
physical contact as a crime, 
further suggesting incarcera-
tion for a maximum period of 
one year.

The law states that engaging 
in sexual activities with mi-
nors will lead to a prison sen-
tence of a maximum of three 
years, and that the punish-
ment will be extended up to 
four years if said activity had 
consisted of sexual intercour-
se involving sexual organs. 

The third amendment in-
troduces the criminalization 
of activities involving seduc-
tion and coercing individuals 
under 18 years of age to par-
ticipate in pornographic per-
formances. Exhibition, pro-
duction, and importing and 
exporting of pornographic 
products related to minors 
will also be punished. 

Forcing others to perform 
oral sex is now also conside-
red rape. Both males and fe-
males are now equally treated 
as perpetuators. 

The amendment suggests 
that sexual activities invol-
ving penetration by force of 
the victims’ anal or sexual or-
gans with a part of the body 
or any object will be senten-
ced to three to 12 years in pri-

Sonia Chan (center-right)

AL PLENARY 

Sexual harassment to 
have heavier penalties

son. 
Another notable amend-

ment rules that crimes will 
be considered aggravated if 
all the above mentioned si-
tuations are related to minors 
aged under 16-years-old, ins-
tead of 14 years-old as was 
the case under the previous 
law. 

Gabriel Tong pointed out 
that under certain conditions, 
people might have a close re-
lationship with someone whi-
ch abruptly turns out to be 
a source of unhappiness be-
tween the couple. 

He then questioned whether 
physical contact in that ins-
tance should be considered 
sexual harassment.  

Lawmaker Mak Soi Kun 
questioned the definitions of 
cases involving minors. Mak 
noted that in some cases, 
students, while playing their 
phones, could see windows 
popping up containing por-

nographic content. 
In this situation, it was que-

ried how the authority would 
make a distinction between 
what is crime and what is not. 
Mak also wanted to know how 
the authority judges who is a 
minor and who is not. Sonia 
Chan responded that if the 
situation is not consensual, 
then it will be considered se-
xual harassment. 

Additional questions raised 
by Mak relate to what kind of 
sexual activities will be con-
sidered as “important,” since 
this word had been raised be-
fore to address a specific ca-
tegory of sexual activities. 

Melinda Chan also voiced 
her strong concern about the 
protection of minors.  

Wong Kit Cheng expected to 
know what kind of help vic-
tims of verbal or other non- 
physical sexual harassment 
could seek. 

Chan also explained concer-

ns regarding the city’s Prose-
cution Office (MP) conduc-
ting prosecution procedures 
when it deems semi-public 
crimes neeed to be prosecu-
ted as public crimes. This is 
especially present in situa-
tions when the MP considers 
that it can protect the victims. 

Sonia Chan, in her answer 
to Mak’s question regarding 
the definition of “important 
sexual activities,” said that 
touching sexual organs will 
be regarded as such.

Chan also reminded that 
verbal sexual harassment is 
already defined in the city’s 
laws as an insult. 

After the secretary’s 
answer, Melinda Chan voi-
ced her strong support for 
the amendments in general. 
However, she noted that she 
hopes all  the mentioned cri-
mes will become listed as 
public crimes instead of se-
mi-public crimes. 

THE trial of the ter-
ritory’s former top 

prosecutor, Ho Chio 
Meng, resumed yester-
day after a two-week 
recess period, with the 
presiding judge refusing 
another request from 
Ho’s defense and signa-
ling that he intends to 
expedite the case.

Presiding judge Sam 
Hou Fai ruled that it was 
unnecessary for the pro-
secution to read out the 
more than 1,500 counts of 
crime that Ho is accused 
of committing.

HO CHIO MENG

Latest request denied, 
case to be expedited

Ho had previously ar-
gued that it was difficult 
for his defense to res-
pond to the allegations 
without dealing with 
them on a one-by-one 
basis. However, Sam 
made it clear yesterday 
that this will not be ne-
cessary, adding that the-
re will be opportunities 
for Sam to speak in the 
future, according to pu-
blic broadcaster TDM.

Also according to the 
broadcaster, Sam’s deci-
sion will now accelerate 
the case as it deprives 

Ho’s defense from forcing 
a lengthy reading of the 
charges by the prosecutor.

During yesterday’s ses-
sion, Ho repeated his ar-
gument that he was not 
involved in awarding 
government contracts to 
shell companies that he 
either owned or in which 
he controlled a stake. He 
said that it was his legal 
duty to approve some of 
the contracts, but he had 
had no influence over 
the tendering process.

Sam and Ho have come 
to disagreements on le-

gal proceedings at least 
once before. In early 
December, the opening 
session of the trial was 
postponed after Ho’s de-
fense requested that the 
same judge be excused 
from the process. The 

request was made on 
the basis of Sam having 
been involved in the 
case during the enquiry 
phase and in the audien-
ce of the habeas corpus 
request that was shortly 
thereafter denied. DB

The Court of Final Appeal, where the trial is taking place
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Lynzy Valles

A significant number 
of migrant workers 
face difficulties li-
ving in the region 

due to the sudden surge in 
housing expenses. 

While many migrant workers 
live in “normal” situations 
where a maximum of four 
people live in a two-bedroom 
apartment, some squeeze 
themselves in flats that house  
up to 18 fellow countrymen.

These individuals blame 
the minimum requirement of 
MOP500 for housing allowan-
ces that their employers give 
them in addition to the cost 
of living  that mean they sim-
ply cannot afford to rent more 
spacious domains. Thus, they 
are forced to live in rooms that 
have two or three bunk beds.

With cramped spaces and 
nearly intolerable living con-
ditions, these workers crowd 
themselves into apartments 
where rental costs fall within 
the minimum monthly hou-
sing allowance.

Evelita Justo, a Filipino mi-
grant who has been working 
in Macau for 27 years as a do-
mestic helper shared with the 
Times the struggles domestic 
employees face concerning li-
ving conditions and privacy.

Justo, who has been working 
for the same employer since 
she arrived in Macau in 1991, 
lamented that the increase of 
living costs in the city do not 
match with the basic salary 
and housing allowance em-
ployers provide.

Living with eight fellow mi-
grant workers in an apart-
ment that costs MOP7,000 
per month, Justo shared that 
she only used to live with two 
fellow compatriots back in the 
1990s and early 2000s when 
each room only cost MOP500.

“I can really say that all pri-
ces in Macau have tripled. 
What you can buy in markets 
for MOP2 back in the days, 
now costs more than MOP10,” 
she noted. “So in terms of 
house rents, if you will not live 
with several people to sha-
re bills with, you can’t find a 
place that would fit MOP500,” 
she added.

The Times’ interviewees no-
ted that a minimum bed spa-
ce would cost up to MOP800; 
while some set up beds in the 
living room to further reduce 
the amount per person for a 
months’ rent.

“Even though you try to be 
thrifty and only spend on im-
portant things, the minimum 
salaries of domestic helpers 
are not really enough.”

According to Justo, there are 
still cases where employers do 

‘BUNK BED WORKERS’ 

Migrants living in crowded flats 

not provide a house allowan-
ce, despite it being stated on 
their contract.

Echoing those sentiments, a 
domestic employee who asked 
not to be identified, told the 
Times that she used to give 
back MOP500 to her boss af-
ter having MOP3,000 deposi-
ted into her account.

“MOP3,000 is the salary 
that is written on the contract 
but my boss only gives me 
MOP2,500, because I have to 
return the remaining to her,” 
she said.

After working for her em-
ployer for three years, she 
said that she now receives the 
full amount deposited to her 
account, however this figu-
re does not include housing 
allowance.

“It’s really tough to live with 
a lot of people,” the unnamed 
worker stressed. “But what 
can we do. If we’d move fla-
ts, it would be the same; and 
chances are, we would pay 
more,” she added.

Maerell Wadason, another 
housekeeper, also shared 
that she does not receive any 
housing allowance as she was 
asked by her employer to resi-
de in their apartment.

However, she refused to, be-
cause she has a family residing 
in the region, resulting in zero 
housing allowance granted 
to her. She now lives in an 
apartment with nine migrant 
workers.

“It doesn’t matter anymore 
whether you feel convenient 
living with many people or 
not but what matters is being 
able to save some money,” she 
commented. “You really have 
to go to an apartment where 

you can still save some money 
for yourself or else your salary 
would only go to house expen-
ses,” she added. 

Similarly to Justo, she noted 
that it is significantly better 
to live under good conditions 
with privacy as was the case in 
the past, yet due to excessive 
price of house rents, she has 
resorted to living with several 
flatmates.

These migrant workers face 
difficulties when handling the 
different outlooks and charac-
teristics of the people they live 
with.

Since most of the migrant 
workers do not have relatives 
in the region, they are forced 

to live with fellow nationals 
– but these people are still 
strangers.

Yet, their problems do not 
end there.

Some migrant workers act as 
a landlord where they rent an 
apartment, pay a three-month 
fee for deposit and agency fee.

Similar to Justo who acts as 
a landlady to her eight hou-
semates, she stressed to the 
Times that it is problematic to 
communicate with real estate 
agencies.

“Based on my experience, 
some agencies really rush us 
to leave the apartment wi-
thout even one-month’s no-
tice. They think that we have 

THE Times is aware of situations where 
real-estate agencies prohibit tenants to 

be in contact with homeowners. This could 
imply that these tenants may be in danger of 
being ripped off, or vulnerable to an unne-
cessary increase in house rental rates.

While some tenants have direct deals with 
proprietors that require no agency fees, 
some simply transfer rent payments to 
banks which are claimed to be proprietors’ 
accounts. 

Justo, a tenant who doubts whether she 
pays monthly rents directly to the homeow-
ner or an agency, hinted that she has no 
option but to pay to the instructed bank ac-
count number.

“I don’t think the signee in the contract 
and the bank account that we deposit mo-
ney into every month is the same,” she said.

Although contracts may be written in En-
glish, some individuals only provide con-
tracts written in Chinese characters.

No contact with proprietors 
increases risk of high rents

Meanwhile, there are tenants who pay hou-
se rents along with electricity and water bills 
to the agency without the agent’s proof of 
utility consumption receipts.

Some lodgers are also required to repaint 
the property and repair deteriorated domes-
tic utilities without the owner reimbursing 
the cost.

that much money to pay ano-
ther three-month rental fee,” 
she complained.

According to the Times’ sour-
ces, some real estate agencies 
rush these tenants to move out 
citing reasons such as the pro-
perty being sold.

Justo noted that most agen-
cies go so far as to offer an 
unrealistic price for a tiny flat, 
threatening the workers to 
“take it or leave it.”

Meanwhile, another migrant 
worker, Starina Lelis, expres-
sed her hope that the MSAR 
would help by increasing the 
minimum monthly living 
grant so as to prevent them 
from living with numerous 
others.

Lelis lives with 18 people in a 
five-room apartment that cos-
ts MOP8,000 per month.

According to her, she sleeps 
in a room with two bunk 
beds, along with three other 
roommates.

“It’s a pity for my fellow com-
patriots who earn less than 
MOP3,500 because this salary 
is impossible especially if you 
are not a ‘stay in’ employee,” 
she said.

Meanwhile, a Filipino Face-
book group “Bahay Kubo sa 
Macau,” which translates to 
“Nipa Hut in Macau,” contains 
dozens of rooms that are up 
for rental purposes.

Some posts contain images of 
an “extension room,”- a room 
that has been illegally trans-
formed from a living room to a 
bedroom, for rental purposes.

The group serves as a pla-
tform for the community to 
share information and sell 
items online.

These dozens of “room for 
rent” posts show that not 
only do domestic helpers 
experience the strains of co-
ping with the region’s living 
standards but also of making 
less than Macau’s average 
earnings. 

Evelita Justo
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Kana Nishizawa

FOR a clue on how bearish 
foreign investors have be-

come about Chinese stocks, 
take a look at Tencent Hol-
dings Ltd.

The Shenzhen-based tech-
nology giant has tumbled 13 
percent from its September 
record, wiping USD35 billion 
off the value of its shares, as 
overseas funds pulled money 
from Hong Kong and Chine-
se equities. The company’s 
large weighting on the Hang 
Seng Index - at 10 percent - 
helped make Hong Kong’s 
benchmark stock gauge one 
of the world’s worst perfor-
mers last quarter.

The company, which has 
more buy ratings than any 
other in Hong Kong, is a 
victim of fund redemption 
pressures, according to Asset 
Management One Singapore 
Pte. Investors pulled about 
$409 million from exchange-
traded funds that buy Chine-
se and Hong Kong stocks in 
the week through Dec. 21 as 
concern grew over a weake-
ning yuan and tighter liqui-
dity.

“If there are fund redemp-
tions, it’s hard to avoid selling 

FRENCH far right 
presidential can-

didate Marine Le Pen 
is cheering Ford Mo-
tor Co.’s decision to 
shift investment from 
Mexico to the U.S., 
calling it a victory for 
the protectionist poli-
cies she champions.

In a New Year’s ad-
dress to journalists 
yesterday, Le Pen said 
it’s proof that “protec-
tionism works, when 
it is led by determi-
nation, and when a 
country can exercise 
its economic indepen-
dence. It is good for re- 
industrialization and 
good for jobs.”

Le Pen, campaigning 
against immigration 
and the European 
Union, called Ford’s 
move an example of 
“what Donald Trump 
obtained,” apparently 
referring to his threats 

Christopher Jasper

BRITISH Airways fli-
ght attendants will 

walk out next week after 
the carrier declined to ex-
tend their right to strike 
in return for renewed pay 
talks following the rejec-
tion of the latest offer, 
according to the Unite 
union.

So-called “mixed fleet” 
cabin crew, who work 
on both short- and lon-
g-haul flights from Lon-
don’s Heathrow airport, 
will take action for 48 
hours from Tuesday, 
Jan. 10, the labor group 
said in a statement on its 
website.

Unite had scrapped calls 
for a walkout over the 
Christmas and Boxing 
Day holiday after British 
Airways proposed a new 
pay deal in talks at the 
U.K.’s Advisory, Concilia-
tion and Arbitration Ser-
vice. Staff voted to reject 
the offer and the com-

Tencent shares losing USD35b 
shows depth of China gloom 

British Airways faces strike 
Tuesday as crews spurn pay deal 

FRANCE

Le Pen lauds Ford 
decision as win for 
protectionism 

Marine Le Pen

Tencent because its weigh-
ting is so big,” said Toshihiko 
Takamoto, a Singapore-based 
portfolio manager at Asset 
Management One.

Tencent fell 0.2 percent at 
the close. The stock was the 
second-largest drag on the 
Hang Seng Index in the four-
th quarter, after AIA Group 

Ltd. The Hang Seng Index 
tumbled 5.6 percent in the 
period as China’s currency 
plumbed lows not seen since 
2008 against the dollar and 
concern about rising mo-
ney market rates spurred a 
record meltdown in the na-
tion’s sovereign debt.

Such has been the exodus 

that the top U.S. ETF fo-
cusing on China suffered 
the biggest outflows among 
emerging markets, sending 
total assets to the lowest le-
vel in a decade.

U.S. Federal Reserve offi-
cials last month increased 
their projections for interest- 
rate increases this year, tri-

ggering a surge in the dollar 
and Treasury yields. Higher 
U.S. bond yields will cau-
se outflows from emerging 
markets and Hong Kong, Aus-
tralia & New Zealand Banking 
Group Ltd. has warned.

The selloff hasn’t shaken 
analysts’ faith in the stock. 
Tencent has 43 buy ratings, 
2 neutral recommendations 
and zero sells, according to 
analysts tracked by Bloom-
berg. The average 12-month 
target price implies a 26 per-
cent advance over the next 12 
months.

Analysts have their reasons 
to be optimistic. Tencent 
shares have rebounded after 
each selloff to make new hi-
ghs during its 12-year listing, 
while the stock is the best 
performer on the Hang Seng 
Index in the past five years 
with a 500 percent gain.

The company reported a 43 
percent jump in its third-
quarter net income as its abi-
lity to attract Chinese gamers 
and social media helped fuel 
advertising growth. Profit is 
expected to continue growing 
for at least three more years, 
according to data compiled 
by Bloomberg.

There are signs investors 
are turning less bearish. The 
stock gained 5.6 percent last 
week, its first weekly advan-
ce since late October, and re-
bounding from a five-month 
low.

“If you focus only on its funda-
mentals, the stock is still a buy,” 
Takamoto said. Bloomberg

BL
O

O
M

BE
RG

pany subsequently decli-
ned to extend the strike 
mandate, the union said, 
adding that members 
must legally take action 
within 28 days of voting.

British Airways said it 
aims to ensure that all 
customers reach their 
destination during the 
planned disruption, with 
contingency measures to 
be detailed Friday. It ad-
ded that Unite could have 
extended its strike righ-

ts via a fresh ballot, and 
that there has been no 
approach about talks sin-
ce the ACAS negotiations 
ended.

About 2,500 of the 
4,500 cabin crew who are 
on mixed-fleet contracts -  
out of about 16,000 fli-
ght attendants employed 
across BA - are Unite 
members and could po-
tentially strike. A walkout 
would be the first since 22 
days of action in 2010, af-

ter which crew accepted a 
deal including drastic pay 
cuts for new staff.

Salaries for mixed-
fleet employees have 
been advertised as wor-
th between 21,000 pou-
nds and 25,000 pounds 
(USD26,000-$31,000) a 
year, but in practice be-
gin at 12,000 pounds plus 
3 pounds for each hour 
flying, according to Unite.

British Airways, a unit 
of International Conso-
lidated Airlines Group 
SA, says it has proposed 
“a fair and reasonab-
le pay increase,” in line 
with settlements at rival 
carriers. The company’s 
first offer was worth an 
initial 2 percent and 7 
percent over three years. 
Details of the subse-
quent proposal rejected 
by Unite members ha-
ven’t been made public, 
though BA said that with 
new strike dates set that 
package has now been 
withdrawn. Bloomberg

of tariffs on U.S. cars 
made in Mexico.

Ford is canceling 
plans to build a new 
USD1.6 billion factory 
in Mexico and will 
instead invest some of 
that money in a U.S. 
factory. AP
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Joe McDonald, Beijing 

OTHER investors are wary 
of Brazil, but when Duke 

Energy wanted to sell 10 hy-
droelectric dams there, a Chine-
se utility shrugged off the coun-
try’s economic turmoil and paid 
USD1.2 billion to add them to 
an energy empire that stretches 
from Malaysia to Germany to 
the Amazon.

State-owned China Three Gor-
ges Group is spending heavily to 
buy or build hydro, wind and so-
lar projects at a time when Wes-
tern utility investors are pulling 
back and President-elect Do-
nald Trump’s pledge to revive 
coal use has raised doubt about 
U.S. support for renewables.

“They’re happy to invest whe-
rever they see value or they can 
gain a foothold,” said Andrew 
Shepherd, who follows the glo-
bal utility industry for BMI Re-
search.

Flush with cash and willing to 
tolerate risks that put off older 
rivals, CTG and other state-ow-
ned utilities including State 
Grid Corp., the world’s biggest 
power supplier, are expanding 
abroad in search of new reve-
nue sources as economic grow-
th and electricity demand at 
home cool.

A decade ago, they built dams 
and power plants in Asia and 
Africa. Now, they also are taking 
on a longer-term role as ope-
rators of power companies in 
Europe and Australia and are 
looking at the U.S. market. They 
are providing welcome invest-
ment in troubled markets such 
as Brazil and southern Europe.

Set up in 1993 to run the vast 
Three Gorges Dam in central 
China, CTG is unusual in its 
status as a national-level Chine-
se power company with global 
ambitions but a reliance on non-
fossil-fuels sources.

The company still gets most of 
its 60 gigawatts of generating 
capacity from dams. Its name-
sake 46-gigawatt facility on the 
Yangtze River competes with 
Brazil’s Itaipu Dam for the title 
of world’s biggest hydropower 
facility.

Such projects face a backlash 
over environmental damage and 
forced relocation of local com-

This 2008 photo released by Duke Energy shows an aerial view of the Chavantes Hydroelectric Plant, at 
Paranapanema river, Sao Paulo state, Brazil

Renewable power giant 
builds global empire 
munities.

In August, Brazil’s environ-
mental agency rejected a propo-
sal by CTG and Portugal’s natio-
nal power company, Energias de 
Portugal, to build the 8-gigawatt 
Sao Luis do Tapajos Dam on the 
Amazon. The dam would have 
flooded land belonging to Mun-
duruku Indians.

CTG, which says it is active in 
40 countries, starting investing 
in wind power in 2007 and solar 
in 2011 — projects that are easier 
and more politically attractive.

In June, it bought a wind farm 
in Germany from Blackstone 
Energy Partners. A CTG-built 
dam in Malaysia started com-
mercial generation in May. CTG 
has a joint venture with Austra-
lian startup RayGen Resources 
to set up solar projects in China.

In the past five years, CTG has 
spent more than USD10 billion 
on hydro and wind assets in 
Brazil, Germany, Italy, Poland 
and Portugal, according to Dea-
logic, a financial data provider. 
It also has built a dam in nei-
ghboring Laos and a wind farm 
in Pakistan.

“Three Gorges Group takes 
building an international firs-
t-rate clean energy group as a 
strategic goal,” the company 
said in a written response to 
questions. It said its European 
presence is a “development plat-
form” for North America.

The ruling Communist Party is 
spending heavily on renewable 
energy to curb reliance on im-
ported oil and gas and on coal, 
reduce eye-searing smog and 
create profitable technologies.

Not including large-scale hy-
droelectric dams, China in-
vested $103 billion last year in 
wind, solar and other renewable 
sources, according to the U.N. 
Environment Program. The U.S. 
spent $44 billion.

Beijing’s spending is nurturing 
Chinese export industries. The 

country’s solar panel makers are 
global industry leaders and its 
wind turbine manufacturers are 
stepping up exports.

In the United States, CTG and 
other Chinese investors may face 
tougher scrutiny under Trump, 
who castigated Beijing during 
his campaign and has appointed 
advisers favoring a more anta-
gonistic stance on trade.

And when it comes to acqui-
ring U.S. assets, that market is 
crowded with experienced, dee-
p-pocketed potential rivals such 
as Duke, Southern Company 
and Dominion Resources.

“Chinese power companies 
may be interested to look at 
opportunities in North America. 
However, so far there have been 
few,” said Daniel Qiu, a mana-
ging director in Credit Suisse’s 
Asia Pacific investment banking 
group.

As a springboard to new 

markets, CTG paid $3.5 billion 
in 2011 for 21 percent of Ener-
gias de Portugal, one of the bi-
ggest global investors in wind 
energy.

Their tie-up might help ease 
CTG’s entry into the United 
States since EdP’s Houston-ba-
sed U.S. arm owns wind farms 
in New York, Iowa, Texas and 
other states.

“This is an interesting way for 
Three Gorges to essentially get 
access to U.S. renewable projec-
ts through the back door,” said 
Shepherd.

The two companies are buil-
ding two hydropower projects 
in Brazil in addition to the dams 
CTG is buying from Duke Ener-
gy.

CTG has ample resources, 
with 563.7 billion yuan ($82.8 
billion) in assets including 18.7 
billion yuan ($2.7 billion) in 
cash — more than double the 

price of Duke Energy’s Brazi-
lian dams. The company earned 
28.8 billion yuan ($4.2 billion) 
in profit in 2015 on revenue of 
63.5 billion yuan ($9.3 billion).

Industrywide, China’s state- 
owned utilities have spent more 
than $30 billion to buy all or 
parts of power suppliers in Bra-
zil, Germany, New Zealand and 
other countries over the past five 
years, according to Dealogic.

The bulk of that came from 
State Grid, which has spent 
$22 billion in Brazil, Australia, 
Italy, Greece and Portugal. In 
2013, it made China’s biggest 
utility acquisition in a developed 
country, paying $6.7 billion for 
60 percent of Australia’s SGSP 
(Australia) Assets Pty. Ltd., an 
operator of gas and electric dis-
tribution networks.

“They are much more aggressi-
ve and are more willing to take 
on risk,” said Shepherd. AP

CHINA has studied 
possible scenarios for 

the yuan and capital out-
flows this year and is pre-
paring contingency plans, 
according to people fami-
liar with the matter.

The authorities have 
used stress tests, models 
and field research, said 
the people who asked 
not to be identified as 
the studies haven’t been 
made public yet. Finan-
cial regulators have al-
ready encouraged some 
state-owned enterprises 
to sell foreign currency 
and may order them to 

temporarily convert some 
holdings into yuan under 
the current account if ne-
cessary, they added. The 
State Administration of 
Foreign Exchange didn’t 
immediately reply to a fax 
seeking comment.

The reported plans come 
amid increasing pres-
sure on the yuan from a 
resurgent dollar, rising 
capital outflows and con-
cern that U.S. President- 
elect Donald Trump may 

make good on his threats 
to take punitive measu-
res on China’s exports. 
Policy makers in Beijing 
have recently taken a slew 
of measures to tighten 
control of the currency 
market, including placing 
higher scrutiny on citi-
zens’ conversion quotas 
and stricter requirements 
for banks reporting cross- 
border transactions.

“China has been 
challenged by capital ou-

tflows and declining fo-
reign-exchange reserves, 
and policy makers are 
taking measures to solve 
the problem,” said Eddie 
Cheung, a Hong Kong- 
based foreign-exchange 
strategist at Standard 
Chartered Plc, the most 
accurate forecaster for 
Asian emerging-market 
currencies according to 
a Bloomberg ranking. 
“Funds will continue to 
exit in the first half due to 

individuals’ purchases of 
the dollar and on concer-
ns of U.S. political uncer-
tainty.”

China may also further 
sell U.S. Treasuries in 
2017 if needed to keep 
the yuan’s exchange rate 
stable, the people said, 
adding that the size of 
the reduction will de-
pend on capital outflows 
and market intervention. 
The nation’s holdings of 
Treasuries declined to the 

lowest in more than six 
years in October as the 
world’s second-largest 
economy used its curren-
cy reserves to support the 
yuan.

China’s currency stockpi-
le has probably shrunk fur-
ther after hitting a five-year 
low of USD3.05 trillion in 
November, according to 
the median estimate in a 
Bloomberg survey before 
data due as early as this 
week. Bloomberg

PRC considering options to back yuan, curb outflows 
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CHINA initiated a 
rail-freight service 
to Britain as part 
of President Xi 

Jinping’s efforts to streng-
then trade ties with Europe.

The first train departed 
Yiwu in eastern Zhejiang 
province on Jan. 1 and will 
cover more than 12,000 
kilometers in about 18 
days before reaching Lon-
don, China Railway Corp. 
said in a statement Mon-
day. The service, carrying 
garments, bags and suitca-
ses among other items, will 
pass through Kazakhstan, 
Russia, Belarus, Poland, 
Germany, Belgium and 
France.

London becomes the 15th 
European city with direct 
trains from China following 

CHINA’S third-biggest search engine expects to 
hold a U.S. initial public offering at a valuation of 

as much as USD5 billion as it raises cash to close the 
gap with leader Baidu Inc. in the mobile market.

Sogou, whose name means “search dog,” plans to sell 
about 10 percent of its shares in an IPO that will pro-
bably be held this year, Chief Executive Officer Wang 
Xiaochuan said in an interview. The company, which 
is backed by social media giant Tencent Holdings Ltd. 
and Sohu.com Inc., hasn’t formally hired banks to run 
the listing. Sohu shares rose the most in 10 months.

While Baidu remains the biggest provider across all 
platforms in China, it’s under siege after a scandal 
over medical advertising as smaller rivals including 
Sogou and Qihoo 360 Technology Co. win mobile 
users. Wang plans to use part of the IPO proceeds 
to improve search results by backing companies de-
veloping artificial intelligence and machine-learning 
technologies.

“Over the past year, we’ve seen a trend where peo-
ple are finding themselves not trusting Baidu as much 
and some are even seeking a replacement,” he said at 
the company’s Beijing headquarters. “So over the next 
year or two, as more people feel more comfortable with 
Sogou they’ll realize it is able to replace Baidu.”

Sohu said a Sogou IPO isn’t on the agenda right now.
Shares of Sohu rose 4.9 percent to $35.54 in New 

York, the biggest gain since March 4. The stock has 
declined 34 percent in the past year. Tencent’s shares 
rose about 0.4 percent as of 9:36 a.m. in Hong Kong.

Baidu accounted for 44.5 percent of mobile sear-
ch queries in the third quarter, while Alibaba Group 
Holding Ltd.-backed Shenma had 20.8 percent and 
Sogou was third with 16.2 percent, according to re-
search from iiMedia.

Other independent researchers including Analysys 
International reported that Sogou was China’s se-
cond- largest provider to the country’s mobile users 
while some surveys have the company as the nation’s 
second-largest overall.

Wang said Sogou can match Baidu in mobile search 
within three years. Baidu declined to comment.

Marie Sun, an analyst at Morningstar Investment 
Service, said Wang’s emphasis on artificial intelligence 
was the correct strategy as search engines around the 
world adopt the technology to improve results. Still, 
Baidu has a massive advantage in machine-learning 
given its history of dominance and access to data.

“The problem is I don’t think they have that much data -  
Baidu has a lot more data,” said Sun. “If you don’t 
have the data, then you can’t expect your machine to 
learn as fast.”

Sogou, which merged with Tencent’s Soso search 
business in 2013, is counting on partnerships with in-
vestors and smartphone makers to win market share.

Sogou is the only search engine formally allowed to 
trawl through public messages on Tencent’s WeChat 
platform, which has more than 800 million users. It’s 
also signing deals with device makers to ensure more 
smartphones are shipped with its software already 
installed, adopting a successful strategy used by mi-
croblog Weibo.

While Tencent owns a substantial stake in Sogou, 
the search company is run as a subsidiary of Sohu.
com thanks to a dual-class share structure. Wang 
said the relationship between its main backers is 
strong but both sides were still discussing how the 
ownership structure would change once Sogou is lis-
ted. Bloomberg

Risdel Kasasira

AT least 400 Ugandan workers at      
a Chinese-owned construction 

company went on strike Tuesday to 
protest alleged sexual harassment 
by managers and poor pay.

The angry employees staged a de-
monstration outside the offices of the 
state-owned China Railway Seventh 
Group in Uganda’s capital, Kampala.

One of the workers, Agnes Namu-
sisi, said managers pay employees 
who agree to their sexual advances.

“I have not been paid for the last 
three months because I refused se-
xual advances from my boss,” Na-
musisi said.

Containers are seen at Yiwu West Railway Station in Yiwu, east China’s Zhejiang Province

Baidu Inc. headquarters

First China-U.K. freight 
train departs as Xi 
seeks to lift trade

INTERNET 

Sogou targets USD5b 
IPO to chase rival Baidu 

Ugandans at Chinese company 
strike over alleged harassment 

the unveiling of Xi’s so-cal-
led Belt-and- Road initiative 
in 2013. The plan put trans-
port links at the center of ef-
forts to create a modern Silk 
Road and boost commercial 
ties to markets across Asia, 
Africa, the Middle East and 
Europe.

While the train can carry 
about 200 containers, ver-
sus 20,000 on a large cargo 
vessel, the trip takes about 
half as long as a 30-day 
sailing between East Asia 
and northern Europe. That 
will make rail a competiti-
ve option when maritime 
shipments are held up or 
miss the booked departure, 
especially compared with 
airfreight, which costs twi-
ce as much, according to 
Michael White, operations 

director at Brunel Shipping, 
the U.K. booking agent for 
the service.

Brunel is also involved in 
the operation of a China- 
Madrid freight train that’s 
run for more than a year 
and ranks as the world’s 
longest rail service, ahead 
even of the Moscow-Vladi-
vostok trans-Siberian pas-
senger route. The Spanish 
train carries olive oil back to 
China, and White said in an 
interview that the U.K. ope-
ration, which will unload 
in Barking, east London, 
needs to tap a similar export 
flow, possibly of British de-
signer goods.

China has initially set asi-
de about USD40 billion in 
a fund to finance roads and 
railways abroad under Pre-

sident Xi’s strategy, while 
trade with countries along 
the corridor could reach 
$2.5 trillion in about a deca-
de, Yao Gang, the then vice 
chairman of China Securi-
ties Regulatory Commis-
sion, said in 2015.

Railways are one of the top 
priorities of Xi and only last 
month, the country annou-
nced that it plans to spend 
3.5 trillion yuan ($503 
billion) to expand the natio-
nal system by 2020.

A high-speed rail ne-
twork will span more than 
30,000 kilometers under 
the plan, according to a 
State Council Information 
Office briefing in Beijing 
last week. The distance, 
about 6.5 times the length 
of a road trip between New 
York and Los Angeles, will 
cover 80 percent of major 
cities in China.

China has also used rai-
lways as a diplomatic tool 
overseas. Chinese domestic 
train manufacturers have 
targeted emerging marke-
ts in Africa, Latin America 
and Southeast Asia for rai-
l-related orders while also 
bidding for high-profile 
contracts in the developed 
world.

China’s economy is on 
pace to meet the official 
growth target, posting 6.7 
percent expansions in the 
first three quarters of 2016.

The Xinhua state news 
service reported the depar-
ture of the first China-Lon-
don train earlier. Bloomberg
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The alleged mistreatment also in-
cludes long hours and supervisors 
beating workers who are delayed ge-
tting to their jobs, she said.

Kampala’s Kawembe division’s 
Town Clerk Geoffrey Rwakabale said 
the road construction work that Chi-
na Railway Seventh Group was hired 
to do has been suspended for three 
days pending the outcome of discus-
sions between city authorities and 
company managers.

“We have decided that workers 
temporarily stop working until Thur-
sday as we engage the managers of 
the company,” Turwakabale said

Kampala Mayor Erias Lukwago 
said the city would consider “black-

listing” the Chinese company, if it 
doesn’t address the workers’ concer-
ns.

Calls to the offices of the China Rai-
lway Seventh Group, based in the 
central Chinese city of Zhengzhou, 
rang unanswered yesterday whi-
le a man who answered the general 
line said he could not handle media 
requests and then hung up. Parent 
company China Railway Enginee-
ring Corp. would not take questions 
by phone and did not immediately 
respond to a faxed request for com-
ment.

The World Bank canceled a 225-ki-
lometer road construction project 
in western Uganda worth USD265 
million in December 2015 after a re-
view found evidence of misconduct 
by a government contractor, inclu-
ding sexual harassment of female 
workers and road workers having sex 
with minors. AP
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MORE than 100 suspected 
Muslim rebels stormed 

a jail in the southern Philippi-
nes before dawn yesterday, 
allowing 158 inmates to escape 
in what officials said was the bi-
ggest jailbreak in the country.

Six of the inmates were kil-
led in firefights with pursuing 
police and army troops, while 
eight others have been caught 
and were being returned to the 
facility, said Senior Inspector 

Filipino inmates remain in their cell at the North Cotabato District Jai Policemen patrol outside the walls of the North Cotabato District Jail in Kidapawan 

 The jail held 
1,511 inmates, 
including 
Bangsamoro 
members 
facing murder 
charges for 
a series of 
bombings in 
the province

Suspected rebels storm Philippine 
jail, 158 inmates escape 

Xavier Solda, spokesman for 
the Bureau of Jail Management 
and Penology.

Solda said the heavily armed 
gunmen emerged from a forest 
and attacked the North Cota-
bato District Jail in Kidapawan 
under the cover of darkness. Ki-
dapawan city in Cotabato Pro-
vince is about 930 kilometers 
southeast of the capital Manila.

“To my knowledge, this is the 
biggest jailbreak in the history” 

of the bureau, Solda said in a te-
lephone interview.

Acting Provincial Jail Warden 
Supt. Peter John Bongngat Jr. 
said one of the about 20 prison 
guards on duty was killed and 
an inmate was wounded in an 
initial gunbattle.

Bongngat and Kidapawan po-
lice chief Supt. Leo Ajero said 
gunfire continued for hours 
after the attack as army troops 
and police, some in armored 

tanks, hunted through the sur-
rounding forests for the esca-
ped inmates and the gunmen 
who freed them.

Bongngat said the attackers 
were suspected to include 
members of the outlawed Ban-
gsamoro Islamic Freedom Fi-
ghters and guerrillas who broke 
away from the main Moro Is-
lamic Liberation Front, which 
has signed a peace deal with the 
government.

The jail held 1,511 inmates, in-
cluding Bangsamoro members 
facing murder charges for a se-
ries of bombings in the provin-
ce, officials said. It was the third 
attack on the provincial jail fa-
cility since 2007.

Local village leader Alexander 
Austria told The Associated Press 
by telephone that he and his men 
captured one escaped man.

He said the gunfire woke his 
village, which was several kilome-
ters from the prison, and he imme-
diately posted guards because of 
worries the attackers and escaped 
inmates could enter the village.

“We heard the gunfire and we 
sprang into action to guard our 
village,” Austria said. “We were 
afraid the escapees could try to 
enter our village to hide or take 
hostages.” AP
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Dake Kang, 
Kaweewit Kaewjinda 

THAILAND’S prime 
minister vowed yester-

day to crack down on the 
country’s private van trans-
portation industry after a 
fiery crash that killed 25 
people.

Thailand has one of the hi-
ghest traffic fatality rates in 
the world, and vans — espe-
cially used for commuting, 
but also for inter-provincial 
travel — have been involved 
in a number of accidents in-
volving multiple deaths.

Prime Minister Prayuth 
Chan-ocha said he will ti-
ghten regulations on van 
transport in response to re-
velations that the 64-year- 
old driver responsible for 
the crash may have skirted 
regulations and not gotten 
enough sleep, causing him 
to doze off while driving. 
Experts say private van dri-
vers push themselves to the 
limit, often driving overtime 
and going over the speed li-
mit in order to earn as much 
money as possible.

“Why have past govern-
ments allowed illegal vans 
to operate? Nobody’s been 
following regulations from 
the start,” Prayuth said at 
a news conference, addres-

 
They try to 
speed as 
much as 
they can so 
that they 
can return 
and pick 
up more 
passengers.
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Thai PM plans driving crackdown 
after deadly van crash 

sing the general problem. 
“From now on, I will be 
strict. If anyone cannot dri-
ve, then don’t drive.”

He also said he will set up 
more checkpoints to en-
force the law. As head of a 
military government, he can 
shortcut normal legal and 
legislative requirements.

The van with 15 people 
had been on its way to Ban-
gkok from eastern Thailand 
on Monday when it swerved 

over the median into on-
coming traffic and collided 
head-on with a pickup truck 
carrying 12 people, causing 
both vehicles to catch fire. 
One person from each vehi-
cle survived.

Officials said the crash oc-
curred during the fifth time 
in 31 hours that the van 
driver was making the five- 
hour, 250-kilometer jour-
ney, suggesting exhaustion 
was a key factor in the crash, 

along with the vehicle’s high 
speed.

“The accident happe-
ned on a straight road and 
the van crossed the me-
dian without stopping or 
slowing down,” said Wittaya 
Prayongpan, assistant na-
tional police chief. “It’s clear 
the van was the reckless of-
fender.”

Jittichai Rudjanakanok-
nad, a professor of trans-
portation studies at Chuka-

longkorn University, said 
private van operators are 
not controlled well by the 
government.

“They try to speed as much 
as they can so that they can 
return and pick up more 
passengers... their working 
hours aren’t controlled, the-
re’s a lack of sleep among 
drivers, and the vehicles are 

not inspected well by the 
government because they’re 
registered as private vehi-
cles,” he said.

Driving passengers in vans 
between provinces for profit 
was illegal ten years ago, but 
public pressure mounted on 
the government to legalize 
the vans again. The vans are 
more popular than buses 
because they’re significantly 
faster, pick up passengers at 
more convenient stops, and 
are just as cheap.

The Transport Ministry 
says it is discussing mea-
sures to improve traffic sa-
fety, including vehicle GPS 
tracking systems, tighter 
driving regulations and a 
shift from vans to buses 
for long-distance trips by 
2019.

“There will be stricter 
speed limits,” said Somsak 
Hommaung, the ministry’s 
deputy permanent secre-
tary, in a phone interview. 
“There should also be mea-
sures to deal with medians 
that are too narrow. Drivers’ 
physical conditions will be 
looked at.”

Thailand has one of the hi-
ghest vehicle fatality rates in 
the world at 36.2 deaths per 
100,000 people, according 
to a 2015 World Health Or-
ganization report. AP
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A powerful earth-
quake struck off the 

coast of Fiji yesterday, 
prompting a brief tsu-
nami warning for the 
Pacific island nation. 
There were no immedia-
te reports of damage or 
injuries.

The magnitude 7.2 

quake, which hit at 9:52 
a.m. local time, struck 
about 220 kilometers 
southwest of the tourist 
hub of Nadi, the U.S. 
Geological Survey said. 
The quake was a rela-
tively shallow 15 kilo-
meters deep. Shallower 
quakes generally cause 

more damage than ones 
that strike deeper.

The Pacific Tsunami 
Warning Center issued 
a tsunami warning for 
coastlines within 300 
kilometers of the epi-
center, then lifted the 
warning about an hour 
later. A tsunami of just 

1 centimeter was ob-
served in the capital of 
Suva, the center said.

Fiji’s Principal Disas-
ter Management Offi-
cer, Sunia Ratulevu, said 
there had been no repor-
ts of damage or injuries 
from the quake, and no 
unusual wave activity 

had been reported. The 
quake struck far offsho-
re and was not felt in 
Suva or Nadi, he said.

When the tsunami 
alert was issued, people 
in Suva fled their offices 
and headed inland, Ra-
tulevu said. But by early 
afternoon, authorities 

were telling people the 
threat had passed and 
it was safe to return to 
work.

Fiji is prone to earth-
quakes because of its 
location on the “Ring of 
Fire,” an arc of seismic 
faults around the Pacific 
Ocean. AP

Magnitude 7.2 quake hits near Fiji; tsunami alert issued 

Matthew Pennington, Washington 

DONALD Trump says 
he is confident Nor-
th Korea won’t deve-
lop a nuclear-tipped 

missile that could strike the 
United States. But his options 
for stopping the reclusive 
communist country are slim: 
diplomacy that would reward 
Pyongyang, sanctions which 
haven’t worked, and military 
action that no one wants.

For more than two decades, 
Republican and Democratic 
administrations have tried 
carrots and sticks to steer 
North Korea away from nu-
clear weapons. Each has fai-
led. And as Trump prepares to 
take office Jan. 20, the stakes 
are rising.

Pyongyang may already be 
able to arm short-range and 
mid-range missiles with ato-
mic warheads, threatening 
U.S. allies South Korea and 
Japan, and American forces 
in each country. On Sunday, 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un said preparations for 
launching an intercontinental 
ballistic missile “reached the 
final stage.”

Trump tweeted the following 
day: “It won’t happen!” Some 
experts believe the North is 
likely to have the capability to 
strike the U.S. mainland befo-
re Trump’s four-year term is 
up.

The president-elect has given 
conflicting signals about what 
he plans to do, while stressing 
that China, North Korea’s tra-
ditional ally, must exert grea-
ter pressure on its unpredicta-
ble neighbor.

Some of his options:

DIPLOMACY
In June, Trump called for 

dialogue with North Korea 
and suggested a talk with Kim 
over a hamburger.

If only talking with the se-
cretive, hereditary rulers in 
Pyongyang were so simple. No 
sitting U.S. president has ever 
done so.

Diplomacy with the North 
is a delicate dance and agree-
ments have proved temporary.

Three U.S. administrations, 
going back to President Bill 
Clinton, have persuaded the 
North to disarm in exchan-
ge for aid. Each effort even-
tually failed, and there is deep 

South Koreans watch a TV news program showing North Korean leader Kim Jong Un’s New Year’s speech

Trump’s slim N. Korea options: 
Diplomacy, sanctions, force 

skepticism in Congress about 
trying again.

A 1994 deal would have given 
North Korea nuclear power 
reactors and normalized ties 
with Washington. North Ko-
rea’s plutonium production 
paused for several years. But 
after it emerged the North also 
was seeking to use uranium 
for weapons, the arrangement 
collapsed.

Six-nation nuclear negotia-
tions hosted by China have 
been on ice since North Korea 
withdrew in 2009.

The Obama administration 
attempted to restart them in 
2012, early in Kim’s rule, by 
offering food aid for a nuclear 
and missile freeze. Within 
weeks, the North tried to lau-

nch a long-range rocket. The 
effort was abandoned.

Since then, the U.S. has re-
sorted to “strategic patience” 
— demanding North Korea 
recommit to denuclearization 
before holding talks. Pyon-
gyang has refused, demanding 
the U.S. end military exercises 
with South Korea and negotia-
te a peace treaty to formally 
end the 1950-53 Korean War.

American officials fear the 
North only would want talks 
to ease its isolation, and not 
to resolve the nuclear ques-
tion.

SANCTIONS
International sanctions 

have tightened since North 
Korea conducted its first of 

five nuclear tests in 2006. 
But the country has adeptly 
circumvented restrictions on 
sensitive technology and mo-
ney flows, and used its own 
capabilities to develop wea-
pons.

Additional U.S. sanctions, 
beefed up last year, punish 
foreign companies and banks 
dealing with North Korea. 
They, too, haven’t been effec-
tive because the North’s in-
ternational isolation makes it 
less susceptible to such pres-
sure than a major economy 
like Iran, which curbed its 
nuclear program in 2015 af-
ter being battered by oil, trade 
and financial sanctions.

China’s role is critical. It do-
minates trade with the Nor-

th and has resisted sanctions 
that could destabilize Pyon-
gyang, fearing the possibility 
of a U.S.-allied, unified Korea 
emerging.

When the U.N. Security Cou-
ncil punished Pyongyang for 
another nuclear test in Sep-
tember, the primary goal was 
closing a loophole that enab-
led China to import North Ko-
rean coal at record levels.

The last several U.S. admi-
nistrations entered office de-
termined to break Beijing’s 
partnership with Pyongyang. 
None succeeded.

MILITARY
Using military force against 

North Korea is extremely 
risky. Even before it deve-
loped nuclear weapons, the 
North maintained the ability 
to strike Seoul, South Korea’s 
capital, with a potentially de-
vastating artillery barrage. Al-
though doing so would invite 
a blistering U.S. response, it’s 
hardly a scenario any Ameri-
can commander-in-chief wan-
ts to contemplate. The mili-
tary option has been conside-
red before.

Clinton considered a strike 
on the North’s nuclear faci-
lities after it announced it 
would reprocess fuel from a 
nuclear reactor, providing it 
plutonium for bombs. Diplo-
macy appeared to win out that 
time with the 1994 agreement.

A military strike would be 
harder to pull off now. North 
Korea has expanded its nu-
clear and missile programs 
significantly, meaning more 
targets would have to be hit. 
And regional support would 
be questionable.

In a recent paper, former 
U.S. negotiator Joel Wit said 
the escalation risk meant nei-
ther South Korea nor Japan 
would likely support a mili-
tary strike. It could also draw 
into the conflict China, which 
fought on North Korea’s side 
against U.S.-led forces six de-
cades ago. AP
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Dusan Stojanovic, Istanbul 

TURKEY has identified 
the gunman in the Is-

tanbul nightclub massacre, 
the foreign minister said yes-
terday as the president vowed 
that the country won’t sur-
render to terrorists or beco-
me divided.

The gunman, who killed 39 
people during New Year’s ce-
lebrations at the Reina club, 
is still at large. But Foreign 
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
said authorities had identi-
fied the man, without provi-
ding details.

“The identity of the person 
who carried out the attack on 
the Reina nightclub has been 
established,” Cavusoglu told 
Anadolu in a live televised in-
terview.

Turkish police, meanwhile, 
detained 20 suspected Isla-
mic State group militants, 
including 11 women, believed 
to be linked to the attack, the 
state-run news agency repor-
ted. The operation was laun-
ched in the Aegean port city 
of Izmir.

Anadolu said the suspects 
were from the largely Muslim 
Russian republic of Dagestan, 
from China’s Muslim Uighur 
minority and from Syria. It 
said they are thought to have 
lived with the nightclub atta-
cker.

IS has claimed responsibili-
ty for the attack, which also 
wounded nearly 70 people. 
Of those killed 27 were fo-
reigners, many from the Mi-
ddle East. Islamic State said a 
“soldier of the caliphate” had 

A Turkish special security force member patrols near the scene of the Reina night club following the New Year’s day 
attack

A man believed to be the gunman who killed dozens at an Istanbul nightclub, films himself as he 
wanders nearby to Istanbul’s Taksim square

 Some of the 
suspects are 
from China’s 
Uighur region

Turkey identifies club gunman; 
Erdogan speaks to nation 

carried out the mass shooting 
to avenge Turkish military 
operations against IS in nor-
thern Syria.

The private Dogan news 
agency said that yesterday’s 
police operation targeted 
three families who had arri-
ved in Izmir about 20 days 
ago from Konya — a city in 
central Turkey where the 
gunman is thought to have 
been based before carrying 
out the nightclub attack. It 
said 27 people, including wo-
men and children, were taken 
into custody.

At least 16 people were pre-
viously detained in connec-
tion with the attack, inclu-
ding two foreigners stopped 
Tuesday at the international 
terminal of Istanbul’s Ataturk 
Airport after police checked 
their cellphones and luggage, 
according to Anadolu.

President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan said that the attack ai-
med to set Turks against each 
other and deepen fault lines, 
but that the country would 
not fall “for this game.”

Erdogan made the commen-
ts in a live speech from Anka-
ra, the first time he has publi-
cly addressed the nation since 
the attack.

Responding to accusations 
in the past that Turkey had 
given support to the Islamic 
State group, Erdogan said 
that “to present the country — 
which is leading the greatest 
struggle against Daesh — as 
one that is supporting terro-
rism is what the terror orga-
nization wants.”

Erdogan said that “to 

say Turkey has surrendered 
to terrorism is to take sides 
with the terrorists and terror 
organizations.”

Erdogan also said that 
“in Turkey, no one’s way of 
life is under any threat. Those 
who claim this have to pro-
ve it. It is my duty to protect 
everyone’s rights.”

It was in response to a cam-
paign before the attack by 
some government suppor-
ters who warned against New 
Year’s celebrations they de-
picted as a Western or Chris-
tian tradition, as well as some 
social media postings that 
seemed to support the attack. 
The campaign and social me-
dia postings caused uproar 
amid secular Turks who said 
their lifestyles were being 
threatened. The government 
has said authorities were 
taking measures on social 
media accounts that allegedly 
“support terrorism and foster 
divisiveness in society.”

Police in Istanbul have set 
up checkpoints and are che-
cking vehicles across the city 
as security levels remained 
high. Police were stopping 
cars and Istanbul’s ubiqui-
tous yellow taxis, with pas-
sengers and drivers holding 
up their identifications while 
officers inspected inside the 
vehicles. Istanbul has been 
on high alert since the attack, 
with the gunman still at large.

Hurriyet newspaper said the 
gunman had previously ente-
red Turkey twice, in 2014 and 
in 2015. He is believed to have 
slipped into Syria illegally, 
where he received training 

in the use of guns and bombs 
and fought.

Pro-government Sabah 
newspaper said the gunman 
had been in contact believed 
to be a chief IS operative in 
Istanbul as well as his aide — 
a Tajik man who reportedly 
was among those detained.

According to Sabah, the 
gunman was born in 1988 
and is believed to be a Kyr-
gyz national. It said he speaks 
Russian, Uzbek, Arabic and 
Turkish.

Haber Turk newspaper re-
ported meanwhile, that af-
ter the attack, the gunman 
walked some 400 meters and 
then took a taxi but was for-
ced to get off because he di-
dn’t have any money on him. 
He later got on another taxi 
and woke up some Uighurs 
working at a restaurant in 
Istanbul’s Zeytinburnu dis-
trict to get some money and 
pay the driver. The newspa-
per said seven Uighurs either 
working or sheltering at the 
restaurant have since been 
taken into custody.

The newspaper interviewed 
the owner of the restaurant, 
Semsettin Dursun, a Uighur 
who said he didn’t know the 
gunman. He also condemned 
the attack on Turkey which 

“had opened its arms to those 
who escaped” China.

Turkey’s European Union 
affairs Omer Celik minister 
said the attack was carried out 
in an “extremely professional 
way” and that the assailant 
appeared to have received 
training “in the Middle East.”

He said the attacker was 
using methods “that avoid all 
modern intelligence techni-
ques” of tracking, including 
acting alone, not contacting 
anyone and “not using tech-
nology.”

Turkish media reports 
claimed Tuesday that the 
gunman’s wife was in cus-
tody and had told police she 
didn’t know her husband was 
linked to IS. An eerie selfie 
video emerged of the alleged 
gunman on Tuesday, showing 
him silently touring Is-
tanbul’s most famous square.

Funerals were held in 
Jordan, Lebanon, Israel 
and Turkey for the dead and 
yesterday, a Turkish Airlines 
jet carrying the bodies of two 
Indian citizens killed in the 
shooting landed in Mumbai. 
The bodies were received by 
a governing party lawmaker, 
and the victims’ relatives and 
friends.

Bollywood film producer- 
realtor Abis Rizvi’s body 
was taken to his home in su-
burban Bandra for burial. 
The 49-year-old Rizvi wro-
te, produced and directed a 
Bollywood movie “Roar: The 
Tigers of Sunderbans,” in 
2014 aimed at spreading awa-
reness about tigers.

The other Indian victim 
of the Istanbul attack was 
Khushi Shah, a 39-year-old 
fashion designer from Vado-
dara, a city in the western In-
dian state of Gujarat. Shah’s 
body was flown to her home-
town for cremation, the Press 
Trust of India news agency 
reported. AP
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Amanda Billner

SWEDES looking forward 
to a six-hour workday just 
got some bad news: the 
costs outweigh the benefits.

That’s according to the prelimi-
nary results of a two-year experi-
ment carried out in the Swedish 
city of Gothenburg, the home 
of Volvo. Working hours were 
shortened to 6 for the 68 nurses 
at the Svartedalen old people’s 
home, who got to keep the same 
salary level. To cover for the reduc-
tion, the city had to hire 17 extra 
staff at a cost of about 12 million 
kronor (USD1.3 million) for the 
duration of the project.

The study showed that em-
ployees at Svartedalen residential 
home felt healthier, which redu-
ced sick-leave absence, and that 
patient care improved. But the city 
won’t push ahead to make the plan 
permanent.

“It’s associated with higher costs, 
absolutely,” said Daniel Bernmar, 
a local left-wing politician respon-
sible for running the municipality’s 
elderly care. “It’s far too expensive 
to carry out a general shortening of 
working hours within a reasonable 

Anne D’Innocenzio,
Las Vegas 

WHAT if your room 
on a cruise ship were 

to unlock automatically 
as you approach, or if the 
wait staff could bring your 
favorite cocktail before you 
even ask?

Carnival Corp., the ope-
rator of such cruise lines as 
Princess, Holland America 
and Carnival, wants to make 
that happen so it can get co-
zier with its guests and make 
cruises even more personali-
zed.

Carnival is using the CES 
gadget show in Las Vegas 
yesterday to unveil new 
concierge technology desig-
ned to help crew members 
anticipate and respond to 
passengers’ needs. It will 
rely on sensors and wearable 
trackers, and is scheduled to 
debut on the Regal Princess 
cruise ship in November.

The leisure-cruise indus-
try is playing catch-up with 
travel peers like hotels and 
airlines, which now let you 
unlock rooms with a smar-
twatch or fly with a boarding 
pass on your phone.

Personalization is impor-
tant as cruise ships get bigger 
and come across as imperso-
nal, said Mike Driscoll, edi-

Miles Clark of Carnival Corp. demonstrates the Ocean Compass 
interface in Las Vegas

Residential apartment blocks stand in the Ostermalm district of Stockholm

 The study 
showed that 
employees at 
Svartedalen 
residential 
home felt 
healthier, which 
reduced sick 
leave absence

SWEDEN 

Six-hour workday runs into 
trouble: It’s too costly

time frame.”
The Gothenburg experiment is 

just the latest in a series of shor-
ter working day trials carried out 
in Sweden, a country that prides 
itself on its generous welfare sta-
te. The trial has been closely wat-

ched globally, with labor activists 
touting progressive Sweden as a 
role model in shortening working 
hours.

The debate over working hours is 
taking center stage in France, whe-
re Conservative presidential can-

didate Francois Fillon has vowed 
to scrap the 35-hour work week, 
which he says has “done a lot of 
damage.”

While historical data shows that 
the length of average working 
days has fallen in Sweden over the 

past century, there are currently 
no plans to establish six-hour 
working days at a national level.

Still, the added hiring by the 
municipality has helped the cof-
fers of the national government 
by reducing unemployment costs 
by 4.7 million kronor during the 
first 18 months of the trial due to 
new jobs, according to the interim 
report.

Bernmar says he’d like to see 
more studies into whether an 
abbreviated working day could 
also result in long-term gains for 
society as a whole. One argument 
is that it could allow people em-
ployed in labor-intensive profes-
sions to extend their working life.

“I personally believe in shorter 
working hours as a long-term so-
lution,” he said. “The richer we 
become, the more we need to take 
advantage of that wealth in other 
ways than through a newer car or 
higher consumption.” Bloomberg

TOURISM 

Cruise company Carnival gets   
personal with concierge tech 

tor-in-chief of Cruise Week, 
an industry publication. Per-
sonalization can also help 
cruise companies attract 
more first-timers, including 
tech-savvy millennials.

“It’s catching up to what 
life is like on the land,” Dris-
coll said.

Whether anticipating 
guests’ needs will feel use-
ful or creepy remains to be 
seen. Those who might be 
spooked don’t have to use 
the medallion or can limit 
how much they want to par-
ticipate, Carnival CEO Ar-
nold Donald said.

“In the end, the guests will 
tell us,” Donald told The As-
sociated Press. “If it doesn’t 
[resonate], it’s back to the 
drawing board.”

The linchpin of the system 
is a tracking medallion the 
size of a quarter. Cruise pas-
sengers wear it as a pendant, 
throw it into a purse or place 
it in a pocket. The medallion 
uses wireless technologies to 
communicate with sensors 
placed around the ship, crui-
se terminals and even air-
ports, where staff can provi-
de personalized greetings as 
passengers fly in.

Crew members armed with 
tablets can respond to any 
needs nearby. For example, 
a guest could be having a 

drink when a crew member 
comes by to remind him that 
a yoga class starts in five mi-
nutes. Or a waiter working 
poolside can ask whether a 
guest wants her usual gin 
and tonic.

In addition, interactive dis-
plays can offer personalized 
directions to guests’ rooms. 
And the medallion ties into 
a payment system, so no one 
has to swipe or sign anything 

when buying souvenirs or 
drinks.

Donald said he hopes the 
service will encourage cus-
tomers to sign up for repeat 
cruises while spending more 
on incidentals.

Different passengers might 
react quite differently to the 
service. “With your 83-year- 
old aunt in Saskatchewan, it 
might be too much,” Driscoll 
said. But for a passenger in 

his 50s, such as Driscoll, it 
could make life on the ship 
“just easier.”

Carnival plans to expand 
the setup to all other Prin-
cess ships in the next several 
years and eventually to other 
vessels. Carnival, the world’s 
largest leisure travel com-
pany, owns more than 100 
ships across 10 brands.

Personalization isn’t new 
to the travel industry. Walt 
Disney World in Florida has 
a MagicBand wristband de-
vice that doubles as a room 
key and “FastPass” reserva-
tions to popular rides. The 
MagicBand is also linked 
to a credit card for speedier 
payments at restaurants and 
gift shops.

John Padgett, who was one 
of the chief architects of the 
MagicBand before joining 
Carnival in 2014, said the 
cruise ship’s system goes 
further in eliminating the 
need to touch or tap a termi-
nal. Sensors pick up signals 
automatically.

“There are no wires. The-
re is no charging,” Padgett 
said. “It doesn’t require a 
guest or consumer to do 
anything specific.”

Carnival officials say there 
will be safeguards against 
someone walking away with 
another guest’s medallion. 
Each guest’s profile is tied to 
a security picture, so a crew 
member can compare a 
passenger’s photo on a por-
table device. Carnival also 
says the medallion doesn’t 
contain sensitive informa-
tion such as the stateroom 
number, much like a hotel 
room key. The company ad-
ded that the system features 
additional authentication, 
although it declined to ela-
borate.

Donald said the techno-
logy could be adapted for 
other industries, too. Ima-
gine a patient entering the 
hospital and being recogni-
zed immediately by a nurse 
without having to check in 
or fill out forms. AP
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what’s ON ...

Winter FloWer ShoW in Celebration oF 
MaCao’S handover to China - enChanting 
bloSSoMS in Woodland
tiMe: 7am-10pm 
Until: January 8, 2017 
venUe: The Taipa Houses, Av. da Praia, Taipa 
adMiSSion: Free 
enqUirieS: (853) 2833 7676, 2888 0087

ad lib- reCent WorkS by konStantin 
beSSMertny
tiMe: 10am-7pm (no admission after 6:30 pm, 
closed on Mondays)
Until: May 28, 2017 
venUe: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE 
adMiSSion: MOP5 (free on Sundays and public 
holidays)  
enqUirieS: (853) 8791 9814

kUng FU Panda aCadeMy
tiMe: 11:30am-1pm & 2pm-15:30pm
Until: February 5, 2017
venUe:  Level 4, Tian Shan Ballroom, Sheraton 
Grand Macao Hotel, Sands Cotai Centra
adMiSSion: MOP200 per child (complimentary 
entry for one adult and MOP100 for each 
additional adult)
enqUirieS: (853) 8113 0000 

the StaMP FeStival
tiMe: 9am-5:30pm (no admission after 5:00 pm), 
closed on public holidays
Until: April 7, 2017
venUe: Communication Museum of Macao / 
Estrada D. Maria II, No. 7 
adMiSSion: MOP10 
enqUirieS: (853) 2871 8063 / 2871 8570

exhibition “traCeS and viSion – 
longzhoU ‘ShehUo’ Folk PerForManCeS, 
PhotograPhy by WU xiaoPeng”
tiMe: 9am-9pm
Until: January 8, 2017 
venUe: Temporary Exhibitions Gallery of the Civic 
and Municipal Affairs Bureau 
adMiSSion: Free  
enqUirieS: (853) 8988 4100 / 2882 7103  

Sailing For dreaMS - WorkS by kWok 
Woon
tiMe: 10am-7pm (Closed on Mondays)
Until: April 23, 2017 
venUe: Navy Yard No.1, Rua de S. Tiago da 
Barra 
adMiSSion: Free 
enqUirieS: (853) 8988 4000

this day in history

The British Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, has arrived in 
the United States for an official visit, his first since re-election 
last October.

He arrived in New York on board the liner Queen Mary earlier 
today and was welcomed by Mayor Impelliterri before being 
taken to Long Island for a flight to Washington.

Mr Churchill, who was returned to power last year following 
six years in opposition, is anxious to maintain what is called 
the “special relationship” between Britain and the US.

In a brief news conference before boarding his flight, he 
spoke of his hopes for peace and also of Britain’s ties with 
the US.

He said: “It is of great importance when a new government 
comes in in our country that those who have the grave res-
ponsibility of guiding it, like Mr Eden and myself, should get in 
touch at an early stage with our American friends and collea-
gues.

“Our two governments must understand each other’s points 
of view and do all we can to work together for the common 
cause, trusting we will be able to build up that common un-
derstanding and intimacy which enabled us to go through 
safely in the past and without which no full settlement of new 
problems can be reached.”

Mr Churchill arrived in Washington where he was welcomed 
officially by President Harry S Truman.

Mr Truman also spoke of the close ties between Britain, the 
Commonwealth and the United States.

“Great Britain and the Commonwealth and the United Sta-
tes are the closest of friends and you and I want to keep it 
that way,” he said.

Mr Churchill thanked the president. “It is always a great joy 
to me to come to the United States,” he said, “where I have 
many and ancient connections and I look forward very much 
indeed to renewing the comradeship which grew up during 
the struggles of the war.”

The two men then retired for lunch at Blair House. A number 
of other government officials were present for the meal inclu-
ding Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden, US Secretary of State 
Dean Acheson, and Chief of Staff Admiral William Leahy.

After lunch the prime minister and the president went on 
board the presidential yacht Williamsburg for informal talks 
which lasted about two hours.

Reports prior to Mr Churchill’s arrival suggested relations 
between the two leaders may be strained by some differences 
of opinion over policy in the Middle and Far East, as well as 
aspects of defence policy and the supply of American steel.

A spokesman said later the talks had “covered a wide range 
of topics” and “clarified the atmosphere” for the formal dis-
cussions which will begin on Monday.

Tomorrow (Sunday) Mr Churchill will have lunch at the Pen-
tagon with the Secretary of Defense Robert Lovett.

Courtesy BBC News

1952 churchill renews ‘special   
          relationship’

in context
A communiqué issued at the end of their talks on Wednesday 9 January 
spoke of a “broad harmony of views” reached on policy towards the Far 
East and a “complete identity of aims” in the Middle East.
The statement talked of progress on the question of steel imports and 
Mr Churchill agreed to allow the US to use British bases for “common 
defence” of the two countries.
The Times correspondent noted: “The most important result of the trip 
so far has been the arrest of the decay in mutual confidence between the 
two Governments which had gone a long way.”
Mr Churchill suffered a stroke in 1953 and resigned from office two 
years later. He was replaced by Anthony Eden.
The term “special relationship” was first coined to describe the strong 
ties forged between US President Franklin D Roosevelt and Winston 
Churchill during World War II
The special relationship between Britain and the US has been fostered 
by subsequent leaders. Most recently Prime Minister Tony Blair sup-
ported President George W Bush in the 2003 war against Iraq despite 
opposition from European allies France and Germany. 

Former Nigerian rulers have banded together in sing-
ing a hymn for peace and unity in their troubled nation, 
with their video getting both favorable and derogatory 
comments on social media.

The former leaders sing “Oh God Our Help In Ages 
Past.” They include former military rulers Olusegun 
Obasanjo and Yakubu Gowon, former interim leader 
Ernest Shonekan and current Vice President Yemi Osi-
nbajo.

One Twitter user calls it a “rogues’ gallery,” while oth-
ers accuse the former leaders of being responsible for 
the woes of a resource-rich country impoverished by 
corruption.

Africa’s largest economy, and the continent’s sec-
ond-biggest oil producer, is currently in a recession 
caused by low oil prices and a massive shortage of 
foreign currency.

Nigeria also is beset by deadly conflicts including 
Boko Haram’s Islamic uprising. AP

 Offbeat
ex-nigerian leaders sing hymn for 
peace in troubled nation 

TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:50
16:50
17:30
18:10
19:00
19:30
20:30
21:00
21:30
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:05
00:40

TDM News (Repeated)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPi Live    
Intelligence Sr.1    
Criminal Minds S10 (Repeated)  
Precious Pearl (Repeated)    
Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)   
Soap Opera    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Talk Show    
Castle S6    
Precious Pearl    
TDM News    
Miscellaneous    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live    

cinema
cineteatro
05 Jan - 11 Jan

ALLIED
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: Robert Zemeckis
Starring: Marion Cotillard, Brad Pitt
Language: English
Duration: 124min

A STREET CAT NAMED BOB 
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 21:30pm
Director: Roger Spottiswoode
Starring: Luke Treadaway, Joanne Froggatt, Ruta 
Gedmintas
Language: English
Duration: 103min

SING
room 3
7:30pm
Director: Garth Jennings
Starring:   Matthew McConaughey, Reese Witherspoon, 
Seth MacFarlane
Language: Cantonese (English)
Duration: 108min

A MONSTER CALLS
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 21:30pm
Director: J.A. Bayona
Starring: Lewis MacDougall, Felicity Jones, Sigourney 
Weaver
Language: English
Duration: 108min

macau tower
05 Jan - 11 Jan

THE GREAT WALL
(3D) 2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director: Yimou Zhang
Starring: Matt Damon, Pedro Pascal, Willem Dafoe
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 104min
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omACROSS: 1- Plain writing; 6- Uttered; 10- Morays; 14- Artery that feeds the trunk; 

15- Ancient Greek harp; 16- Hardware fastener; 17- Bothered; 18- Pub offerings; 19- 
Home of the Bruins; 20- Big name in vermouth; 21- Bank note; 23- Squid’s squirt; 25- 
Syr. neighbor; 26- Concordes; 29- Actor Stoltz; 32- Having wings; 37- Clerk on “The 
Simpsons”; 38- Swedish auto; 39- Misguided; 40- In spite of; 43- Clan emblems; 44- 
TV award; 45- Neckline shape; 46- Excuse; 47- Member of a great Peruvian people; 
48- Permits; 49- ___ Abner; 51- Opposite of NNW; 53- Portuguese navigator; 58- 
Utopias; 62- Strike out; 63- Reader’s Digest co-founder Wallace; 64- Concur; 65- Jack 
of “Rio Lobo”; 66- Steven Chu’s cabinet dept.; 67- Makes a loan; 68- Hwys.; 69- Costa 
___; 70- Uneven, as if gnawed away;
 
DOWN: 1- Carson’s predecessor; 2- ___-Rooter; 3- Raw materials; 4- Equilibrium; 5- 
Kind of kitchen; 6- Thick slice; 7- “The Clan of the Cave Bear” heroine; 8- Conciliatory; 
9- Student tables; 10- Decorative case; 11- 
Business letter abbr.; 12- Break in the action; 
13- RR stop; 22- Intellectual; 24- “Endymion” 
poet; 26- Vixen’s master; 27- Bobbin; 28- 
All, in music; 30- Encouraging word; 31- 
“Peer Gynt” playwright; 33- Leary’s drug; 
34- Animated; 35- Doctrine; 36- Perimeters; 
38- Figure of speech with “like” or “as”; 
39- ___ boy; 41- Spider’s creation; 42- HBO 
alternative; 47- “Fighting” Big Ten team; 48- 
Account book; 50- Less healthy; 52- Bobby of 
the Black Panthers; 53- Dissolve; 54- Wings; 
55- Precious stones; 56- Baldwin of “30 
Rock”; 57- Japan’s first capital; 59- Inventor 
Rubik; 60- Sparks and Beatty; 61- Zaire’s 
Mobutu ___ Seko; 62- ___ Rosenkavalier;

Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINA

WORLD

2
-10
3
-5
6
5
13
14
15
10
12
11
13
27
26
23

-13
-3
-4
-2
-2

-6
4
5
6
9

flurry
flurry/drizzle
flurry/cloudy

clear
cloudy/clear

5
-23
-3
-13
-1
-8
7
1
6
8
10
9
11
19
7
19

smoggy
smoggy

smoggy/clear
clear

smoggy/drizzle
clear/cloudy

cloudy
overcast

cloudy
moderate rain/drizzle

moderate rain
moderate rain
moderate rain

drizzle/moderate rain
clear/cloudy

cloudy

cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
When it comes to a sign as outgoing 
and personable as yours, it’s easy to 
see how staying at home might not be 
your favorite activity - at least, not on a 
regular basis, certainly not alone, and 
absolutely, positively not now.

April 20-May 20
There’s nothing like the company of 
family, as you’ve always known and 
believed. You’ll be reminded of that 
now, via an insatiable urge to connect 
with like-minded others who just so 
happen to share your bloodline.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
The universe has sent along exactly 
what you need to change your work 
situation, complete with a brand-
new friend or acquaintance who’ll 
inspire and guide you to get the job 
done. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You know that well-deserved 
reputation you’ve acquired for 
being considerate, cooperative and 
extremely easy to get along with? 
Let’s just say it might temporarily be 
in danger.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
For some reason, individuals of a 
certain type seem to be gravitating 
toward you. You’ve just about had 
it with listening to sad stories, pleas 
for redemption and promises to do 
better next time.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
After yet another day of teasing you 
with lingering glances that last just 
a tad too long to go unnoticed or 
be written off as something else, a 
certain person will finally be ready 
to say exactly what’s on their mind.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Your sign has been amply endowed 
with charm, the ability to persuade 
and an absolutely illegal amount 
of allure. Not surprisingly, others 
find those qualities irresistibly 
attractive.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Your feelings are as deep seated as 
they come, and you don’t usually 
share them - not unless you have to, 
if someone you know needs to hear 
them to feel better, or you know that 
it’s impossible to keep them hidden.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
When you reach the end of your rope 
and you’re done trying to bring your 
usual brand of humor into a tricky 
situation, you tend to spout off a bit 
more candidly than usual. That may 
be what happens over the next day.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Your financial situation feels a bit 
shaky at the moment - or are you just 
distracted by important professional 
matters? Regardless of how or why 
it’s happened, return your attention 
to career, just for a bit.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Sometime soon, you’ll need to 
make a decision: whether or not 
to let a secret see the light of day. 
That’s not an easy thing for you, 
because you can usually see both 
sides of the issue. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You don’t relish the thought of it 
happening, but every now and then, 
your verbally rebellious streak gets 
out of control and tough to handle 
- much less to explain to the rest of 
the world.

  Aquarius Pisces
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SERENA Williams 
was knocked out 
of the ASB Tennis 
Classic yesterday, 

reducing her match prac-
tice for the upcoming 
Australian Open, while 
sister Venus withdrew 
due to injury.

Top-seeded Serena was 
frustrated by a swirling 
wind, her inability to 
find her A-game, and a 
tenacious opponent as 
she went down 6-4, 6-7 
(3), 6-4 to 72nd-ranked 
American compatriot 
Madison Brengle.

Older sister Venus wi-
thdrew from the tourna-
ment with an arm injury 
ahead of her scheduled 
second-round match.

Both players will now 
head to Melbourne to 
prepare for the first 
Grand Slam tournament 
of the season with less 
match play than they 
would have hoped.

Serena had shown signs 
of rustiness in her 6-3, 6-4 
first round win over Pau-
line Parmentier of Fran-
ce, and her power-hitting 
game was again affected 
by gusting wind on the 
open-air center court.

She struggled with her 
ball toss in the windy 
conditions and made 88 

Chris Lines

HAWAIIAN Angela Lee 
will defend her women’s 

atomweight title against 
Taiwan’s Jenny Huang when 
ONE Championship hosts its 
second mixed martial arts pro-
motion in Thailand on March 11.

The 20-year-old Canadian- 
born Lee improved her perfect 
career record to six wins when 
she won the title in a unani-
mous decision against Mei 

BELGIUM midfielder Axel Witsel has become 
the latest Europe-based player to move to the 

Chinese Super League.
Zenit St. Petersburg said yesterday in a statement 

that the 27-year-old Witsel will join Tianjin Quan-
jian, a club recently promoted to China’s top league 
and coached by former Italy captain Fabio Canna-
varo.

Italian media quoted Witsel this week saying that 
he had turned down a chance to join Juventus after 
receiving “a crucial offer for my family that I coul-
dn’t turn down” from Tianjin.

The transfer fee was not disclosed.
The cash-rich Super League has spent enormous 

sums luring stars to China. Recent transfers in-
clude Argentine striker Carlos Tevez, who joined 
Shanghai Shenhua, and Brazilian midfielder Os-
car, who signed with crosstown rivals Shanghai 
SIPG.

Top coaches have also made the switch, with for-
mer Manchester City and Real Madrid coach Ma-
nual Pellegrini now at Hebei China Fortune and 
Luiz Felipe Scolari, the former Brazil coach, leading 
Guangzhou Evergrande. China’s national team re-
cently hired Italian World Cup-winning coach Mar-
cello Lippi to a hefty contract, signaling its desire to 
become a regional superpower.

Witsel joined Zenit from Benfica in 2012 and made 
180 appearances for the Russian side. The central 
midfielder also played for Belgium at the European 
Championship.

Witsel’s transfer is not the first big-money trans-
fer from Zenit to a Chinese club. Zenit sold Brazi-
lian striker Hulk in June to Shanghai SIPG for 55.8 
million euros, breaking the Asian transfer record. AP

United States’ Serena Williams (left) waves to the crowd as she walks onto the court with her sister Venus during an exhibition event ahead of 
the ASB Classic tennis tournament in Auckland

Taiwan’s Jenny Huang (right) fights against her opponent Filipina April Osenio in the 
female Mixed Martial Arts tournament in Manila, Philippines  

TENNIS 

Serena, Venus Williams 
forced out of ASB Classic 

unforced errors, inclu-
ding the double fault that 
ended the match and 
caused Brengle to clap 

her hand over her mouth 
in surprise.

Brengle, a 26-year-old 
Delaware native, had 

played Serena only once 
before, in 2015, losing 
6-0, 6-1.

Williams, a 22-time 

Grand Slam tournament 
winner, played only ei-
ght events in 2016 — the 
most recent at the U.S. 

Angela Lee to defend title 
against Huang in Thailand 

FOOTBALL 

Axel Witsel completes 
transfer to Tianjin

Yamaguchi in May last year. 
The fight in Bangkok will be 
her first defense.

“I had back to back fights 
leading up to the title fight, 
and after I won the belt I took 
some time off,” Lee said. “The 
goal for 2017 is to be an active 
champion and to stay busy.

“Since my last fight, I’ve been 
training extremely hard, im-
proving my skill set and I can’t 
wait to show everyone.”

Huang also has a perfect re-

cord, winning her fifth fight 
against April Osenio by sub-
mission last month.

Five years older than Lee, 
Huang was later to start her 
MMA career than her upco-
ming opponent.

“I have been working so hard 
to come to this point in my ca-
reer, and now that I’m finally 
here it all feels very surreal to 
me,” Huang said.

“Inside the cage I only have 
one goal and that’s to win this 
bout at any cost. She better be 
prepared for what I bring to 
the table because I will go to 
battle with my full arsenal.”

The event in Bangkok will 
be ONE’s second promotion 
in Thailand after the inaugu-
ral event in May last year. ONE 
has an expanded schedule this 
year, including five fight nights 
in China and a first in Vietnam.

The first event of the year will 
be in Jakarta this month. Mar-
cin Prachnio has withdrawn 
from the middleweight title fi-
ght against Vitaly Bigdash due 
to injury and will be replaced by 
Aung La N Sang of Myanmar. 
Russia’s Bigdash will be making 
the first defense of the title he 
won back in 2015. AP

Open in August — but 
still got off to a good 
start, taking a 4-1 lead 
before faltering.

Brengle rattled off four 
straight games to lead 
5-4, and then served out 
the set.

Williams was down a 
break in the second set 
before breaking Bren-
gle and then powering 
through her service 
game to lead 5-4. She 
had four set points in 
Brengle’s next service 
game but again her ac-
curacy deserted her and 
she squandered every 
one. It finally took a fifth 
set point in the tiebreak 
for Williams to close out 
the set in 60 minutes.

Games went on serve in 
the third set, and Bren-
gle’s plan of taking the 
pace off the ball with her 
returns paid off as she 
broke Williams in the fi-
nal game.

“I just tried to concen-
trate on every point and 
run down every ball,” 
Brengle said. “It was di-
fficult conditions with 
the wind and I just tried 
to right for every point.

“I tried to use the slice 
and get as many balls 
back as I could and it en-
ded up working out.” AP

AP
 P

H
OT

O

AP
 P

H
OT

O



05.01.2017 thu

WORLD BRIEFS

Roadside

High 
Density 
Residental 
Area

Ambient

Station Air quality

SO
UR

CE
: D

SM
G

40-60
Good

40-60
Good

INDONESIA said 
yesterday that it has 
suspended military 
cooperation with Australia 
over an alleged insult 
of Indonesian state 
ideology. Indonesian 
military spokesman Maj. 
Gen. Wuryanto said that 
cooperation has been 
suspended indefinitely, 
and that the decision was 
made after considering 
many matters.

PAKISTAN A police 
official says a roadside 
bomb has struck a 
vehicle carrying police in 
the country’s northwest, 
wounding four officers 
and 15 passers-by.
Local police official 
Mohammad Nawaz says 
yesterday’s attack took 
place in the city of Dera 
Ismail Khan, a gateway 
to Pakistan’s troubled 
tribal region bordering 
Afghanistan.

PHILIPPINES Southeast 
Asia’s worst-performing 
currency of 2016 is in 
for another tough year 
with President Rodrigo 
Duterte’s spending 
plans seen boosting 
imports just as rising 
U.S. interest rates spur 
capital outflows. The 
peso is forecast to be 
collateral damage as 
an economy growing 
faster than 7 percent 
and the government’s 
infrastructure program 
drive demand for inward 
shipments

THAILAND’S prime 
minister is vowing to 
crack down on the 
country’s private van 
transportation industry 
after a fiery crash that 
killed 25 people. 
More on p12

GAMBIA Relatives say 
Gambia’s election chief 
has fled the country 
because of threats made 
after he declared longtime 
ruler Yahya Jammeh 
had lost last month’s 
presidential election. 
Independent Electoral 
Commission chairman 
Alieu Momarr Njai has 
gone to Senegal, as the 
political standoff deepens 
between Jammeh and 
President-elect Adama 
Barrow.
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BUZZ
THE NY womaN charged with stealiNg 

Usd1 millioN from emploYer 
Authorities say a western New York woman 

has been charged with stealing more than USD1 
million from the auto dealership where she 
worked.

Police in the Buffalo suburb of Orchard Park say 
55-year-old Billie Becker of East Aurora is accused 
of embezzling the funds from Town Automotive, 
where she had worked since 2001, the last eight 
years as controller.

Officials say she had been stealing company 

funds since at least 2012.
Investigators say the business discovered the 

thefts after a credit card company called to inquire 
about a credit card it wasn’t aware of. Police say 
they believe Becker was using the credit card to 
pay personal accounts.

Becker was charged with grand larceny and re-
leased after posting $10,000 bail. It couldn’t be de-
termined if she has a lawyer who could comment 
on the charges.

SURGING oil prices 
caused inflation in the 

19-country eurozone to 
spike in December to its hi-
ghest rate in more than three 
years, official figures showed 
yyesterday.

Eurostat, the European 
Union’s statistics agency, 
said the annual inflation 
rate rose to 1.1 percent from 
November’s 0.6 percent. De-
cember’s rate was the highest 
since Sept. 2013, when infla-
tion also stood at 1.1 percent.

The figures are likely to 
cheer policymakers at the 
European Central Bank 
who through various stimu-
lus efforts in recent years 
have sought to get inflation 
toward their target of just 
below 2 percent.

The main contributor to the 
increase was a sharp rise in 
energy prices. Eurostat said 
they were up 2.5 percent in 
the year to December com-
pared with a 1.1 percent drop 
in November. In December, 
oil prices rose sharply after 
major crude-producing na-

tions agreed to cut output 
levels and are now trading 
well above USD50 a barrel.

Still, there are likely to be 
lingering concerns at the 
ECB that, when excluding 
energy costs, inflation re-
mains muted. The core rate, 
which strips out the volati-
le items of alcohol, energy, 
food and tobacco, rose to 
only 0.9 percent from the 
previous month’s 0.8 per-
cent.

A separate survey yester-
day provided some eviden-
ce that the spike in inflation 
will likely continue over the 
coming months.

Financial information com-
pany IHS Markit found in a 
closely monitored survey of 
economic activity across the 
eurozone that price increa-
ses for companies input costs 
surged to a five-and-a-half 
year high in December. This, 
it said, reflected a combina-
tion of higher fuel and oil pri-
ces alongside increased im-
port costs due to the weaker 
euro exchange rate.

opinion
Girl About Globe
Linda Kennedy

The firm also found that 
output charges — what com-
panies price their goods at 
— rose for the second month 
running and at the steepest 
pace since July 2011.

Eurozone business activity 
as a whole accelerated in De-
cember to its highest level of 
growth since May 2011, the 
same survey found.

IHS Markit’s composi-
te purchasing managers’ 
index — a broad gauge of 
business activity across the 
manufacturing and services 
sectors — rose to 54.4 points 
in December from 53.9 the 
previous month. Anything 
above 50 indicates growth.

The firm said that manu-
facturing led the accelera-
tion, which points to quar-
terly economic growth of 0.4 
percent. That’s better than 
it has been for most of 2016 
but is still modest compared 
with the United States.

IHS Markit’s chief econo-
mist, Chris Williamson, said 
it’s too early to say whether 
the economic performance 
at the end of 2016 represen-
ts the “much-needed sprin-
gboard” to further growth 
this year.

“Much depends on politi-
cal events over the course of 
the next year,” he said. “The 
concern is that domestic 
demand is likely to remain 
subdued over the course of 
2017 as political uncertainty 
dominates, resulting in ano-
ther year of disappointing 
growth across the region as 
a whole.” AP

Eurozone inflation spikes 
to highest in over 3 years  

Hic from tHe sticks
This is not a sophisticated column. I may be 

called a hic from the sticks. But here goes.
The problem began on a festive night out with 

great gal pals. We had Prosecco to start, the 
international female ‘usual’ and my only visit 
to the Magic Flute. This was accompanied by 
nibbles. 

Half way through the evening, I got hiccups. 
It was impossible to make conversation when 
every sentence was punctuated by a hic. And 
that recurrence was during the initial period. 
Soon thereafter the hics gained in rapidity and 
came in the middle of every third word. 

Some of the hiccups had me jumping noticea-
bly. I was a terrible Christmas jumper, not the 
wearer of one. 

Other times there was a lull and the table held 
its breath (I had already tried that), listening in-
tently for a silence that would ratify the hiccups 
had gone. Then came a hiccupping spree and 
everyone slumped into laughter.

Thankfully we were against a wall. If there had 
been a table directly behind, they would have 
turned round and complained about being hic 
hassled. 

NHS Choices, the medical website consulted 
on my phone, apprised me reasons for hiccups 
included alcohol, fizzy drinks and excitement. 
Prosecco ticked two of those boxes, and antici-
pation of my night out the third.

The website’s suggested solutions started 
with ‘breathe into a paper bag’. I did have my 
Christmas shopping under the table. Would my 
Dad mind if I hiccuped onto his new socks? 

Deciding he would, I read on. Another solution 
was to sip vinegar. The venue was an Italian 
deli, so the vinegar on the table was fancy. I 
wondered about asking my friends their thou-
ghts on this remedy. Could I time it right? ‘La-
dies, do you think ‘balsamHIC will work?’

If medicine couldn’t help, I wondered if tech 
might. Was there a ‘Hic App’? When a bout stru-
ck, the sufferer would download it; the app wou-
ld do nothing then, a few minutes later, when 
you’d forgotten, it would give you a fright with a 
really loud noise. There was no Hic App. 

I remembered a recent newsletter from a 
health and fitness website I subscribe to. The 
newsletter was titled ‘Bouncing Back After a 
Food Binge.’ How about bouncing during a food 
binge? I opened it. Nothing. Hic.

There is, frankly, a want of hiccup-banishing 
tips. What’s with the lack of peer-reviewed 
treatments, science? No glory in papers which 
might conclude a condition be best treated by 
‘drinking water from the other side of the glass? 
Not pioneering enough?  Hic hic hic. 

Being irritated didn’t subdue me. Time, howe-
ver, did. And so, in the hiccup-less calm of the 
morning after, historical research revealed 
some notorious cases. An American called 
Charles Osborne had hiccups for 68 years – 
from 1922 to 1990. He hiccupped 430 million 
times. It was the longest ever recorded attack. 
The cause of cessation was not noted. 

I sat back at the breakfast table. Why me? 
Why Mr Osborne?  Did we possess diaphragms 
that were into pranks? 

As a precaution, I barely drank any alcohol 
on New Year’s Eve. I didn’t want to hic my way 
through Hogmanay.

And I’m already nervous about food at Chine-
se New Year. When I start hiccupping ‘spring 
roll’ could double as description of my chest 
movement.

I really hope Trump doesn’t get them during 
his presidency. He’ll declare them ‘terrifHIC 
things, terrifHIC things’ and the rust belt will 
copy. Actual hicks going hic. I will hold my brea-
th and never let it go. 

Other than, I am working on a way to make the 
condition cool. Hic-sters. The downtown area of Jinan City wrapped in fog and haze in east China’s Shandong Province. The provincial 

meteorological observatory issued a red alert for fog and extended its orange alert for smog yesterday. 
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A child laughs as she tries to catch soap bubbles created by a street 
artist, in Lisbon’s Comércio Square, Portugal 


