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CHINA Officials in 
Beijing have announced 
a new environmental 
police squad to root out 
illegal burning, the latest 
government response to 
the widespread public 
anger over China’s 
persistent problems with 
smog. More on p11

ISRAEL A Palestinian 
rammed his truck into a 
group of Israeli soldiers 
in Jerusalem yesterday, 
killing four people and 
wounding 15 others, 
Israeli police and rescue 
services said, in one of 
the deadliest attacks of 
a more than year-long 
campaign of violence.

NORTH KOREA marked 
Kim Jong Un’s birthday 
yesterday in a decidedly 
low-key manner. Though 
the young leader’s birthday 
is well-known throughout 
the country, it has yet to be 
celebrated with the kind 
of adulatory festivities that 
accompany the birthdays 
of his late grandfather and 
father. More on p13

WORLD BRIEFS

More on  backpage

Thousands march 
against traffic fee hikes

Politics and 
economy
The march 
to world 
disorder
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CULTURAL AFFAIRS BUREAU 
Ung Vai Meng steps down to devote 
himself to artistic work
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portugal’s 
democracy 
founder 
soares 
dies aged 92

joshua wong under 
police protection
Joshua Wong is under police 
protection in Taiwan after 
a pro-China demonstrator 
attempted to assault him

clashes in sri lanka 
over china port deal 
At least 21 people were injured 
in violent clashes between 
Sri Lankan government 
supporters and villagers
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Julie Zhu

THE trial of former top prose-
cutor Ho Chio Meng resumed 

on Friday at the Court of Final 
Appeal (TUI), marking his case’s 
seventh court session following a 
two-week recess that ended last 
Wednesday. 

In this session, which lasted all 
day, Ho repeatedly denied seve-
ral charges leveled against him. 

During the morning, the accu-
sation addressed charges related 
to contract outsourcing by the 
Public Prosecutions Office (MP) 
for public relations, MP office 

ZHUHAI’S Housing 
and Urban-Rural 

Development Bureau re-
leased a “detailed plan” 
for the border gate that 
it will build to support 
the upcoming Hong 
K o n g - Z h u h a i - M a c a u 
Bridge (HKZMB).

In a recent notice on its 
official website, the bu-
reau said it plans for the 
Zhuhai port – particu-
larly the artificial island 
– to have ferries and ur-
ban underground chan-
nels for passengers. The 

Zhuhai reveals details of port for 
Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge 

entire artificial island 
will be divided into two 
parts, respectivly ser-
ving as ports for Zhuhai 
and Macau. 

The Zhuhai port will 
occupy the north part of 
the island. The eastern 
area will be connected to 
the HKZMB, while the 
western area will con-
nect passengers directly 
to Zhuhai by bridge. 
Two ferries have been 
assigned to the Zhuhai 
port: one is a public fer-
ry while the other is ex-

clusively for yachts. 
The Macau port will 

occupy the south part 
of the island. According 
to the plan, the Zhuhai 
port will be 107.33 hec-
tares large, 73.11 hecta-
res (68 percent of the 
overall plan) of which 

will be used for the bor-
der checkpoint, 9.4 hec-
tares (almost 9 percent) 
for commercial purpo-
ses and 0.57 hectares for 
public service facilities. 
Some 24.19 hectares 
(22.5 percent) will be 
reserved for future de-

velopments. 
The bureau estimates 

that around 26,000 jobs 
will be created for the 
project, and added that 
it will prioritize public 
transportation and con-
trol the number of pri-
vate cars entering the 

artificial island. Public 
transportation and gas 
stations will be available 
on the island.

On the mainland side, 
Zhuhai expects to build 
a public transportation 
center at the Gongbei 
border gate. 

 
Everyone 
was happy 
when they 
were drinking 
[the coffee], 
and then they 
charged me 
for crimes after 
they finished 
the drink.

HO CHIO MENG

The Court of Final Appeal entrance

COURTS

Ho Chio Meng continues 
to deny charges

maintenance and remote super-
vision services. 

As discussed in previous ses-
sions, Ho stands accused of esta-
blishing shelf companies to whi-
ch he outsourced MP contracts, 
despite the fact that the MP had 
never received any services from 
these companies.  

Ho claimed that the accusations 
were unclear and that some of the 
services were not directly related 
to the chief prosecutor’s work. 

He maintained that he had not 
appointed specific companies 
for contracts nor participated in 
contract outsourcing procedures, 

and had never benefited from 
contract awards. 

One accusation against Ho re-
fers to contract awards related 
to the MP’s coffee purchases, 
stating that Ho had reaped the 
benefits. Ho defended himself 
by saying “everyone was happy 
when they were drinking [the 
coffee], and then they charge 
me for crimes after [they] fi-
nished the drink.” 

Ho said that the charges are 
harsh, unfair and based on insu-
fficient grounds, and reminded 
the court of previous instances 
where charges were unclear and 

unsubstantiated. He pointed out 
specific statements such as “cer-
tain companies did not provide 
any substantial service” or “te-
chnicians do not have adequate 
professional skills,” for which 
further evidence was requested. 

However, presiding judge Sam 
Hou Fai reminded Ho to only 
make statements based on his 
current knowledge, and said 
that the prosecutors will provide 
further evidence in subsequent 

court sessions. 
In the afternoon, the court 

mainly focused on the MP’s pay-
ments to individuals who were 
not employed by the office during 
Ho’s administration. 

Ho had allegedly paid 10 of his 
female friends, channeling the 
funds through two public rela-
tions companies. One friend, sur-
named Wong, was allegedly paid 
MOP1.72 million worth of flight 
tickets and accommodation fees, 
including miscellaneous trans-
port and tour expenses. 

Ho denied this accusation, 
saying that the expression “fe-
male friends” did not reflect the 
reality of the situation. He added 

that the prosecution had pur-
posely not used the term “miss” 
when addressing the women.

Ho admitted that he had made 
payments to Wong, but claimed 
that it was normal for the MP to 
pay individuals from outside the 
office for their services.

He cited the example of a de-
partment head of the Liaison 
Office in Macau, who visited Bei-
jing with MP employees and had 
been paid accordingly by the MP. 
Ho voiced his belief that Wong’s 
payments had been incorrectly 
stated as MP expenditure. 

Ho said it was impossible for a 
chief prosecutor to pay for his su-
bordinates’ flight tickets or even 
mix non-MP staff expenses with 
MP payments. 

He also noted that the Commis-
sion Against Corruption (CCAC) 
had been investigating him since 
the city brought in new govern-
ment officials.

Ho added that Wong was an 
English translator who had ac-
companied him to Dubai for an 
international conference. At the 
same time, Ho claimed, Wong 
also translated on behalf of re-
presentatives from the Supreme 
People’s Procuratorate of China, 
as well as provincial-level chief 
prosecutors. 

Justice Lai Kin Hong doubted 
that the MP had no translators of 
its own and suggested that Chi-
na’s supreme procuratorate cou-
ld also have required the coun-
try’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
to provide translators. 

Lai also noted that it was abnor-
mal for the state’s prosecution of-
fice to require Macau to provide 
and pay for a translator.  

When Lai attempted to ask 
more questions, Ho complained 
that the trial had run all day and 
that he was tired. He said he no 
longer wanted to give answers 
and claimed that he was unable 
to continue with the proceedings. 

The trial resumes this morning. 
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The presentation ceremony of Decorations, Medals and Certificates of Merit 2016 was 
held at the Cultural Centre on Friday. Former Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture, 
Cheong U and NPC Macau delegate Lei Pui Lam both received the “Decoration of Honor 
– Golden Lotus,” the highest award under the MSAR honors and awards system.

ONE SHOT NEWS

Renato Marques

A group of citi-
zens, supported by 
lawmakers Pereira 
Coutinho and Leong 

Veng Chai, yesterday demons-
trated against the govern-
ment’s proposed fee hike for 
several services related to the 
Traffic Affairs Bureau (DSAT), 
especially those concerning 
vehicle removal and deposi-
ts when caught in violation of 
parking law. 

The organizers said the event 
had attracted 5,000 partici-
pants, although the Public Se-
curity Police Force (PSP) said 
only around 1,600 people took 
to the streets.

The peaceful march began at 
Tap Seac Square and ended at 
the government headquarters. 
Under police supervision, the 
group delivered a letter ad-
dressed to the Secretary for 
Transport and Public Works, 

Thousands march against traffic fee hikes
Raimundo do Rosario.

According to Pereira Couti-
nho, the letter requested a mee-
ting with de Rosario in order to 
discuss the people’s concerns 
about the DSAT fee hikes, as 
well as other problems concer-
ning private and public trans-
portation in the territory.

While executive order 
526/2016 will change the fees 
for multiple DSAT services, 
the public is mainly concer-
ned with parking fines, which 
will be raised from MOP300 to 
MOP1,500.

Should the government igno-
re the people’s request, Pereira 
Coutinho says, “other actions 
might be enforced,” one of 
which may be the “slow circu-
lation of hundreds of vehicles 
through the streets of Macau.”

During the march, protestors 
shouted and held up banners 
bearing messages like “Parking 
yes, tickets no” or “if fining is 
the solution, let’s fine the gover-

Police will target parking violations 

SECRETARY for Security Wong Sio Chak said on 
Friday that the police would focus on enforcing 

measures against parking violations, according to a 
statement from the Government Information Bu-
reau.

Wong said that such a reinforcement would be 
done “while fulfilling their legal responsibilities in 
this regard.”

Wong reaffirmed the intentions expressed by Tra-
ffic Affairs Bureau (DSAT) director Lam Hin San at 
a previous press conference. He said that in the first 
five days after the updated fees came into effect, poli-
ce enforcement had focused mainly on unauthorized 
or improperly parked vehicles in public spaces for ex-

tended periods of time, as well as those that appeared 
to be abandoned or damaged.

“Enforcing the law is a primary duty of the police: 
police officers would strengthen the effort further 
to enhance police-community relations, and consis-
tently regard this as a priority,” Wong remarked.

Regarding concerns that the new charges might ad-
versely affect the police’s relations with the commu-
nity, Wong said “the public security authorities will 
pay close attention to public opinion.”

“The security authorities have been closely 
following the principle of ‘putting people first’ [and] 
introducing a modern policing model: proactive po-
licing, community policing, and proximity policing.”

Renato Marques

THE Monte Carlo Spor-
ts Club will go for gold 

at the 2017 Elite League 
championship, Club Pre-
sident Firmino Mendonça 
told the Times.

After finishing in fourth 
place last year, the club is 
in a “fight for the title” and 
has reinforced its position 
by hiring new Brazilian 
players, as well as local 
youth from its Under-18 

SPORTS 

Monte Carlo aiming for 
Macau’s Elite League title

nment for bad management.”
At the end of the protest, 

Pereira Coutinho was visi-
bly pleased with the turnout 
and thanked all participants, 
saying he was “positively sur-
prised” by the number of peo-
ple who attended.

One 52-year-old male resi-
dent, when asked about his 
motivations for joining the 
event, said: “First, people need 
to have conditions to leave 
their cars in safe conditions 
[parking] then you can enforce 
police action [on] those that do 

not follow.”
“It’s crazy! Where are we 

going to leave our cars when 
we are travelling out of the 
territory? The [public] parks 
now have rules that don’t allow 
parking for over three days… 
It’s impossible.”

team.
The five new additions 

are Brazilian professional 
players Keverson Cardo-
so, Anderson de Oliveira, 
Leandro Andrade, Wil-
son Hungaro and Camilo 
Neto.

Brazilian coach Claudio 
Roberto will lead the main 
team for the second year.

“This year, the team is 
stronger, better prepared 
and well-oiled. They have 
been working for the past 

two months with the coa-
ch with good results in 
both the training sessions 
and in the friendly games 
played in the mainland,” 
said Mendonça.

As for the competition, he 
thinks “all teams playing 
[in the] Elite League are 
strong”, adding that Casa 
do Benfica de Macau may 
be this year’s strongest 
opponents.

“I’ve also heard that Ka 
I isn’t so strong this year, 
but we never know,” he re-
marked.

In a press conference on 
Saturday, the Club also 
announced that they wou-
ld wear jerseys from club
-owned sports brand Veloz 
for the upcoming season.
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Renato Marques

THE 2017 Professional Photographers 
Asia Community (PPAC) Internatio-

nal Photo Awards and Convention will 
take place in Macau tomorrow and on 
Wednesday.

This is the first time the event will be held 
in Macau, following four previous editions 
in Hong Kong, Guangzhou and Shanghai, 
PPAC Chairman Allison Chan said in a 
press conference yesterday afternoon at 
The Venetian Macao.

The two-day event comprises an exhi-
bition, photography master courses, an 
award ceremony and a photography 
competition for local residents. PPAC is 
hosting the event in partnership with the 
Macau Cultural and Creative Industries 
Association.

Over a dozen top photographers from 
the U.K., U.S., Malaysia, Singapore, Phi-
lippines, Taiwan, Bangladesh and Chi-
na will join the event as judges, guest 
speakers and master class speakers.

IFT holds Open Day
The Institute for Tourism Studies (IFT) held 
an “Open Day” event at its main campus on 
Saturday. The event attracted many high school 
graduating students, parents and members of 
the public. The Open Day activities included 
a “Treasure Hunt” to help guests learn about 
the Institute’s teaching philosophy, facilities 
and environment.  IFT President Fanny Vong 
and Antonio Chu, IFT’s Head of Technical and 
Academic Support Division, introduced the 
Institute’s latest developments and admission 
information. Several IFT alumni who are now 
employed in the tourism and service industries 
also shared their experiences with guests.  The 
event doubled as training for second-year 
tourism and event management students at 
IFT, who coordinated all operations and took on 
various roles such as tour guides and masters of 
ceremonies.

USJ’s move to new 
campus delayed until 
summer
The University of Saint Joseph (USJ) will move 
to its new Ilha Verde campus this summer, 
said vice rector Maria Antonia Espadinha. 
Although construction on the new campus 
is complete, the Land, Public Works and 
Transport Bureau will conduct a final round 
of building inspections.  “The campus is ready, 
but we need to complete inspections. Probably 
some adjustments have to be done after that, 
so we cannot move now [during the semester 
break], and of course we will not do it after the 
new semester has started. We expect to move 
during the summer,” Espadinha told Radio 
Macau last week. The project was supposed to 
be completed in 2011 but encountered several 
delays.

‘Year’s best photos’ to be 
showcased for first time in town

These names include David Beckstead 
(U.S.), one of American Photo magazine’s 
“Top 10 Wedding Photographers in the 
World” in 2007, and Erich Caparas (U.S.), 
a renowned photographer and image edi-
tor famous for his use of color and of the 
human body as a canvas.

According to the organizers, the main 
purposes of the event are to discover new 
talent in the field, raise photography stan-
dards in Macau, create networking oppor-
tunities and facilitate the discussion of 
ideas and insights.

“I’m pleased that the 2017 PPAC Interna-
tional Photo Awards and Convention will 
be staged in Macau. Through the event, 
photography enthusiasts and everybody 
from the arts and creative industries arou-
nd the world will be meeting in Macau to 
share the latest trends and to inspire grea-
ter creativity,” said Chan. 

 “It was always our wish to hold this 
event here […] one of the biggest events 
is held by WPPI [Wedding and Portrait 
Photographers International] Conference 

and Expo in Las Vegas, so we always wan-
ted to bring this event here to Macau,” she 
added.

Gary Tang, Committee Chairman of the 
Macau Cultural and Creative Industries 
Association, highlighted the association’s 
role in promoting the cultural and creative 
industries, in accordance with the Cen-
tral Government’s 13th five-year plan and 
with the MSAR government’s support.

“The event will be the perfect platform to 
nurture local talent and our rising stars,” 
said Tang.

“The activity will also help to enhance 
the image of Macau and benefit tourism.”

The exhibition is one of the largest in 
Asia for professional photography. It will 
feature a selection of the 500 best photo-
graphs from community members, out 
of 10,000 entries from over 3,000 parti-
cipants in 100 different cities worldwide.

The works will be displayed at Conrad 
Hotel in Cotai Central. 

At a gala dinner tomorrow, the PPAC 
will choose and award prizes for the three 
best works in eight categories, as well as 
the top 10 international photographers.

PPAC has also organized a local online 
photo competition which will be open to 
the general public. The submission cate-
gories are Humanities, Landscape and 
Macau Scenery. These are each divided 
into three submission groups: Camera 
– open, Camera – hobbyist and Smar-
tphones.
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E CONOMIST Echo 
Chan has been 
re-appointed as 
coordinator of the 

Supporting Office to the 
Permanent Secretariat of 
the Forum for Economic 

THE London Symphony Or-
chestra will perform in the 

Grand Auditorium of the Macau 
Cultural Center (CCM) on March 
1. Tickets for the one-night event 
became available yesterday at 
CCM’s box office and Macau Ti-
cketing Network outlets.

Led by celebrated British con-
ductor Daniel Harding, CCM 
said the concert will offer refi-
ned interpretations of Sibelius’ 
“enigmatic yet ethereal” Seventh 
Symphony and of Rachmaninov’s 
passionate Second Symphony. 
In a pre-performance session, 
CCM will share in-depth views 
on the program and the orches-
tra. The talk will be conducted in 
Cantonese and will take place in 
CCM’s conference room an hour 
before the performance. Admis-
sion is free.

For over a century, the London 

Echo Chan

London Symphony Orchestra

Echo Chan re-appointed 
to Forum Macau

and Trade Co-operation 
between China and Portu-
guese-speaking Countries 
(Forum Macau), according 
to an official government 
statement cited by Macau 
News.

Echo Chan left Forum Ma-
cau for personal reasons in 
October 2015, but returned 
as an adviser to Secretary 
for Economy and Finance 
Lionel Leong before the Mi-
nisterial Conference of the 
Forum in October 2016.

Chan will replace Cristina 
Morais, who left her post 
after serving for one year 
following Chan’s departure 
in October 2015.

Before Chan’s initial 
appointment to Forum Ma-
cau in March 2015, she was 
a director at the Macau Ins-
titute for Promotion of Tra-
de and Investment (IPIM).

Chan graduated with an 
economics degree from the 
University of Jinan, China, 
and has a master’s degree 
in Business Administration 
from the University of Ma-
cau. She also holds a diplo-

ma in Portuguese Langua-
ge from the University of 
Coimbra in Portugal.

Chan was also a coordina-
tor of the Traditional Chi-
nese Medicine Industrial 
and Scientific Park, as well 
as Chair of the Board of Di-
rectors of the “Guangdong- 
Macau Traditional Chinese 
Medicine Technology In-
dustrial Park Development” 
and director of Macau In-
vestment and Development.

Forum Macau was crea-
ted in October 2003 by the 
Chinese government and 
seven Portuguese-speaking 
countries: Angola, Brazil, 
Cabo Verde, Guinea-Bissau, 
Mozambique, Portugal and 
Timor-Leste. The initiative 
was launched with the su-
pport of the Macau govern-
ment.

Forum Macau is a multi-
lateral cooperation mecha-
nism designed to consolida-
te trade and economic ex-
change between China and 
the Portuguese-speaking 
countries, using Macau as a 
connecting platform.

MUSIC

CCM to host London 
Symphony Orchestra

Symphony Orchestra has built a 
worldwide reputation of refine-
ment in both live concerts and 
recordings. Founded in 1904, the 
orchestra was ranked fourth best 
in the world by Gramophone ma-
gazine. 

The London Symphony Orches-
tra performs about 140 concerts a 
year in the U.K. and abroad, often 
leaving its home base at London’s 
Barbican Centre to tour internatio-
nal concert halls and festivals. 

The orchestra has longstanding 
relationships with some of the 
world’s top musicians, having 
played with acclaimed stars like 
Daniel Barenboim, Martha Ar-
gerich and Anne-Sophie Mutter, 
among many others. 

The London Symphony Orches-
tra was also chosen as the official 
orchestra of the London 2012 
Olympic Games.
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Daniel Beitler

THE President of the IC, 
Ung Vai Meng, announ-
ced on Friday night that 
he would be stepping 

down from his role, citing a desire 
to return to his previous life as an 
artist. The resignation will take ef-
fect from February.

According to Radio Macau, one 
of the current vice-presidents of 
the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC), 
Leong Hio Ming, will succeed the 
soon-to-depart bureau head from 
next month.

Ung, who has been the head of 
the IC since March 2010 and is 
now approaching 60 years of age, 
plans to formally retire after he 
steps down in February, focusing 
instead on his artistic creation. “I 
love art and painting and now I 
am going back to my paradise,” 
he said while explaining his resig-
nation.

Aside from his desire to return 
to his artistic past, Ung said that 
he was tired after the process of 
transferring some departments 
formally under the Civil and Mu-
nicipal Affairs Bureau to the IC. 
He explained that the transfer had 
left him in much need of a rest.

“It was a hard decision to make, 
because I like this area a lot,” Ung 
told reporters on Friday. “Art 
education, cultural and creative 
industries, museums and galle-
ries, literature and libraries; I love 
all of these areas. But I think even 
a drink has its expiry date.”

He said that he was glad to have 
seen some of the projects under 
his purview come to fruition, such 
as the Cinematheque Passion, 
the Patane Library and the Red 
Market Library.

Local architect and former IC 
head Carlos Marreiros praised 
the “very good work” undertaken 

FRENCH actress, di-
rector and The Pari-

sian Macao ambassadress 
Sophie Marceau is back 
in the region to shoot her 
next series of property 
advertisements.

The Parisian Macao 
hosted a celebration yes-
terday at its Eiffel Tower 
replica, titled “A Sponta-
neous Celebration with 
Sophie Marceau.”

Ninety-nine selected cou-
ples from Macau and Hong 

 
At the 
answering 
of questions 
session for the 
Central Library, 
we could see 
that Ung has 
somewhat 
lost a bit of his 
patience.

ALICE KOK
PRESIDENT OF THE ART FOR ALL 

SOCIETY

Ung Vai Meng

CULTURE

Ung Vai Meng steps down to 
devote himself to artistic work 

by Ung Vai Meng in the last few 
years and said that the qualities 
that he brought to the role – par-
ticularly his transparency and 
openness with the media – would 
be difficult to replace.

“On the one hand I am sad 
because I see the Macau gover-
nment lose a very responsible 
[administrator],” expressed Mar-
reiros. However, he also said that 
Macau would be “enriched” by 
Ung’s return to his former role as 
an artist.

Alice Kok, the president of the 
Art For All Society, told the Times 
that Ung had contributed to the 
local culture scene through his 
upbeat nature and positive which 
had proved that developments in 
the industry could be achieved. 

“I think as someone who is pas-
sionate about art and culture, Ung 
has set a great example for many 
in Macau. I feel that his greatest 
contribution to the cultural sec-
tor of Macau has been his energy. 
He’s always upbeat and encoura-
ging,” she said. “His energy has 
shown many of us who work in 
the art and cultural sector […] 
that work can be done and chan-
ges can be made.”

However, Ung will leave the po-
sition as IC chief before the con-
troversial Central Library project 
is kicked off. Speaking to repor-
ters on Friday, the government 
official implied that the criti-
cism garnered by the project was 
unwarranted and that the library 
remains a worthy investment in 
his opinion.

“As a government official, I can-
not be too emotional,” began Ung 
on the matter of the project’s re-
cent reevaluation, but he followed 
the cautionary statement with a 
diatribe against the skepticism of 
the public.

“Why do we need to start the 

discussion all over again?” he 
complained. “When I learned that 
it [the Central Library project] 
needed to be discussed again, I 
was a bit disheartened […] We 
have done so much and they just 
still do not believe us… what have 
we done wrong?”

Speaking on Ung’s departu-
re, Kok said that she suspects “it 
might be due to the increasing 
pressure that he has been recei-

ving both from the public sector 
as well as from the orders of his 
supervisors.”

“[For example] at the answe-
ring of questions session for the 
Central Library, we could see that 
Ung has somewhat lost a bit of his 
patience. I think that was because 
he was under a lot of pressure and 
as the person who is supposed to 
be responsible for Macau’s cultu-
re, he was blamed quite heavily 

by some people […] which I think 
was a bit unfair,” she added. “I 
think he suffers from the bureau-
cracy and politics from the gover-
nment way of doing things. As an 
artist in his heart, it is not surpri-
sing at all that he’s leaving.”

“He called me and told me that 
he was leaving the position so that 
he could dedicate himself to being 
an artist [again] and to the study 
of art history,” insisted Marreiros 
to the contrary. “He wants to fo-
cus on what he really loves to do.”

Born in Macau in 1958, Ung 
studied drawing and waterco-
lor painting under Master Kam 
Cheong Leng. In 1986, he received 
a grant from the Cultural Institu-
te of Macau to study painting and 
engraving at the Oporto College 
of Fine Arts, later continuing his 
åTo date he has been awarded 
more than fifty prizes in local and 
foreign graphic art competitions, 
including the 2nd Macau Biennial 
Art Exhibition and the HKDA De-
sign ’96 Show.

During the year of the handover, 
Ung was awarded a badge from 
the Macau government for his 
contribution to the cultural sector 
and was also designated as the 
first director of the Macau Mu-
seum of Art. Ung will retire next 
month after having served the 
government as a civil servant for 
around 40 years.

President and COO of Sands China, Wilfred Wong (left) and Sophie 
Marceau

Marceau to shoot next ad campaigns for The Parisian
Kong attended, including 
The Parisian Macao Face-
book fans who had regis-
tered online to receive an 
invitation.

Nine of the couples po-
sed for individual photos 
with the French actress 
and director.

Guests also had the 
chance to win prizes such 
as romantic dinners at 
one of The Parisian Ma-
cao’s restaurants or spa 
treatments. The grand 

prize, an overnight stay in 
one of the hotel’s suites, 
includes a Le SPA’tique 
spa treatment for two, as 
well as dining and sho-
pping vouches.

All guests received a 
special edition “love lock” 
to be attached to the bri-
dge of the resort’s Eiffel 
Tower, following the Pa-
risian tradition of couples 
leaving such locks on the 
Pont du Arts bridge.

Macau rock band Soler, 

formed by twin brothers 
Julio and Dino Acconci, 
also performed several 
songs during the celebra-
tion.

Sophie Marceau is one 
of French cinema’s most 
recognizable actresses, 
and has been working 
in the film industry sin-
ce the 1980s. She has 
won awards at the César 
Awards and the Mon-
tréal World Film Festival, 
among others.  LV
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Kate Krader

LAS Vegas, city of sin. But it’s 
also a city of numbers. Each 

year, more than 40 million peo-
ple visit, bringing with them 
USD50 billion to spend at casi-
nos, clubs, and strip joints. But 
it’s not all sin that rakes it in—in 
recent years, an increasing por-
tion of that pot is going toward 
Las Vegas’s now-world-class res-
taurant scene. 

There’s a good news/bad news 
scenario. Bad news first: It’s un-
deniably hard to get seats at the 
most popular places, especially 
during prime convention time, 
like when the tech trade show 
CES hits town. (Chefs say that’s 
the busiest time of all.) The good 
news: Every year, more exciting 
restaurants expand beyond the 
Strip, thanks in part to locally- 
based businesses like Zappos 
that have reenergized different 
areas around the city. 

And anyway, in Vegas, there’s 
always someone who knows so-
meone who can get you into a 
joint if you really want to go (or 
you can pay). Here are five res-
taurants to use your connections 
for, plus seven other spots off the 
Strip (some recommended by 
chefs like Mario Batali) that 
make for an excellent Plan B if in 
fact you can’t get into his restau-
rant after all.  

 
CARBONE 
If there’s a place besides down-

town Manhattan that has enou-
gh throw-back attitude to evoke 

FOOD & BEVERAGE

The five reservations you need 
in Vegas (plus, a few backups)

the glory days of Italian Ame-
rican dining, where tuxedoed 
waiters tell bad jokes as they 
toss your Caesar salad with gar-
lic bread croutons tableside, it’s 
Vegas. The second outpost of the 
cult restaurant from Mario Car-
bone and Rich Torrisi channels 
the New York original, at least 
from the outside with a red neon 
sign in the Aria casino hallway. 
There’s also the signature favori-
tes, like spicy rigatoni vodka (it’s 
under the Macaroni section) and 
veal parmesan. But it’s Vegas, so 
things are bigger: Here there are 
deep banquets, private dining, 
and a larger menu, including 
dishes like Bone-In New York 
Strip and a melt-in-your-mouth 
lasagna layered with delicate egg 
crêpes and black truffles.  

 
CARNEVINO
Vegas is a meat-loving town, 

with more steakhouses than just 
about any other place on earth. 
One of the best is Carnevino, 
from Mario Batali, who opened 
it in the Palazzo at the Venetian 
back in 2008. Then, he could 
have simply rolled out an ou-
tpost of his renowned restaurant 
Babbo, but instead dreamed up a 
hearty diner’s Shangri-La, where 
you can eat both specially dry-a-
ged, well-marbled steaks and 
amazing, gut-busting pastas. Not 
every notable Vegas restaurant 
is open for lunch, but Carnevino 
is; it serves a $65 martini lunch 
($50 if you forgo the cocktail, but 
why?) with the choice of taglia-
telle bolognese or filet mignon. 

There’s even a beef tasting menu, 
which runs from carpaccio to 
rib- eye and ends with chocolate 
bacon cake. 

 
LIBERTINE SOCIAL
When he opened his first Vegas 

restaurant, the excellent Sage at 
Aria, Shawn McClain relocated 
to Nevada. This marked a big 
change from the drive-by habits 
of other chefs. Maybe because 
the city is his home, McClain is 
treating his third restaurant, Li-
bertine Social at Mandalay Bay, 
like a house party, with a vast 
range of snacks and spreads, 
from warm Dungeness crab dip 
to grilled-and-chilled prawns 
with chorizo vinaigrette to sha-
ved country ham. The bar scene 
is great, too. Mixologist Tony 
Abu-Gamin has a selection of 
from-the-freezer shots and retro 
drinks such as Golden Cadillac 
and, yes, Sex on the Beach.

 
MORIMOTO LAS VEGAS
In October, Iron Chef Masaha-

ru Morimoto opened his first 
restaurant in Vegas, at the MGM 
Grand (he has almost a dozen lo-
cations worldwide, from New De-
lhi to Mexico City). In Vegas, the 
Nobu alum highlights his hybrid 
Japanese cooking like tuna pizza 
with anchovy aioli, and yellow-
tail pastrami—as well as a sushi 
selection that includes the very 
intricate, oft-Instagrammed Mo-
rimoto stained glass rolls. But in 
the vast space he’s also introdu-
cing his first ever Teppan tables, 
where chefs griddle-cook ingre-

dients like A-5 Japanese Wagyu 
(premium quality), which they 
turn into sukiyaki, served with a 
soft-poached Jidori egg (equally 
fancy). The Wagyu and other 
prestige cuts of meat are on dis-
play in a glass room alongside 
the Teppan tables for those who 
want to see their meal progress 
from start to finish. 

 
JOËL ROBUCHON
As with steakhouses, Vegas does 

multi-Michelin-starred restau-
rant experiences extremely well, 
sometimes even better than the 
original. On the list of the wor-
ld’s top chef outposts in Vegas 
are Guy Savoy at Caesars Palace; 
Pierre Gagnaire at the Mandarin 
Oriental; and Joël Robuchon in 
the Mansion at the MGM Grand. 
In the marble-floored town hou-
se, the chef offers a completely 
over-the-top 16-course prix fixe 
menu that begins with Osetra 
caviar and moves on to choices 
like foie gras and potato carpac-
cio covered with black truffles. 
All this comes at a cost: Eater’s 
Ryan Sutton says it might be the 
priciest restaurant in America, 
at $425, not including tax and 
tip. The less expensive option is 
L’Atelier de Joël Robuchon, whi-
ch features counter seating and 
steak tartare with fries. 

 
THE BEST OF THE REST
If none of your connections sco-

res you seats at the restaurants 
above, here are seven places off 
the Strip that are worth snagging 
seats at, with selections like fresh 

oysters, terrific Chinese soup 
dumplings, and serious rib-eyes:

Abriya Raku Like many che-
fs in Vegas, Batali is a fan of this 
Japanese grill. “I LOVE Raku 
on Spring Mountain Road,” he 
said via e-mail. “It’s one of my 
top five restaurants in the entire 
U.S. You must order: beef liver 
sashimi, pork ear robata, cold 
green tea soba with poached 
egg.” 

Lotus of Siam The most fa-
mous Thai restaurant in the 
Americas, located in a Vegas strip 
mall, is renowned for its vast 
menu, which ranges from re-
cognizable chicken satays to po-
tent, well-spiced northern Thai 
dishes. Recently the restaurant 
began offering appetizers at the 
bar, which was kind of it because 
guests are generally starving af-
ter the inevitable wait for seats in 
the dining room.

Andiron Steak & Sea On 
the outskirts of Vegas is this 
crowd-pleasing, white-walled 
steakhouse from noted restau-
rateurs Elizabeth Blau and Kim 
Canteenwalla. The menu runs 
the gamut from avocado toast 
and cheese fondue to a 20-ounce 
cowboy rib-eye. 

Bund Shanghai Momofuku’s 
David Chang* loves this pan-
Chinese restaurant so much, he 
wrote a story about it for Lucky 
Peach. Among the things he pi-
cks out on the picture menu: 
soup dumplings, pan-fried buns, 
spicy fish hot pot. And “if I’m 
dining with my less adventurous 
white friends, a plate of sweet- 
and-sour chicken.”

*A note about Momofuku Ve-
gas, opening in January at the 
Cosmopolitan: The menu is still 
in development but the team 
confirms they will be serving 
steamed buns, noodles, fried 
chicken and caviar, plus other 
large-format dishes. Add it to 
your must-eat-at Vegas list; it’s 
coming soon.

Kabuto Sushi People say 
this is the best sushi in Vegas; 
that’s not faint praise. This is a 
sushi purist pilgrimage spot that 
makes a point of not serving any 
maki rolls. At $48, the 10-piece 
nigiri sushi omakase is a great 
deal. Helpfully, Kabuto is in the 
same strip mall as Raku, above.

Other Mama Favored by Car-
bone’s Mario Carbone, Other 
Mama has terrific craft cocktails, 
like the Geraldine with bourbon 
and grilled pineapple, plus plen-
ty of raw seafood, from oysters 
to octopus-habanero ceviche. 
(Another recommendation from 
Carbone is the “always important 
to remember” dim sum buffet at 
Aria, which is served on Satur-
days.) 

The Halal Guys This summer, 
the famed street food cart that 
started in midtown Manhattan—
the cause of lines that can stretch 
down the block in the middle of 
the night—opened in Vegas on 
Spring Mountain Road. From 10 
a.m. to 4 a.m., Halal Guys offer 
the same sublime chicken and/
or gyro platters and sandwiches 
with the option of their mouth- 
burning hot sauce. Bloomberg
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BAIDU Inc. and state-owned 
Beijing Automotive Group 

Co.’s collaboration on telema-
tics and autonomous driving is 
almost ready for its coming-out 
moment, as industry and govern-
ment join hands for a self-driving 
vehicle push within China.

A BAIC-built model equipped 
with Baidu tech will debut in 
April at the Shanghai auto show, 
BAIC Chairman Xu Heyi said 
in interview Friday at the trade 
show CES 2017 in Las Vegas. The 
two companies also plan to con-
duct road testing of a car that will 
be autonomous in limited envi-
ronments by the end of this year.

China has set a goal for 10 per-
cent to 20 percent of vehicles to 
be highly autonomous by 2025 in 
the world’s biggest auto market, 
and for 10 percent of cars to be 
fully self-driving in 2030. State 
broadcaster China Central Televi-
sion began airing a five-part series 
this month on one of its prime 
time programs to highlight the 
country’s efforts in autonomous 
vehicles and related technology.

“It’s a smart move for both to 
team up,” said Bill Russo, ma-
naging director of Gao Feng Ad-
visory Co. “BAIC can bring ma-

Jung Park

SAMSUNG Electronics Co. 
executives have been sum-

moned by South Korean special 
prosecutors amid a widening 
influence-peddling scandal that 
brought about South Korean Pre-
sident Park Geun-hye’s impeach-
ment.

The company’s Co-Vice Chair-
man Choi Gee-sung and Pre-
sident Chang Choong-ki were 
asked to come in for questioning, 
Hong Jung-seok, a spokesper-
son for the special prosecutors 
office, told Bloomberg News via 
text message yesterday. Choi and 
Chang are expected by 10 a.m. 
today and they will come in as 
testifiers, meaning they have not 

A sensor sits mounted on the roof of 
Baidu’s autonomous car

Baidu joins BAIC in 
push for homegrown 
driverless cars

nufacturing and Baidu can bring 
technology capability to solve 
mobility problems.”

The cooperation with BAIC is 
Baidu’s most comprehensive, 
though the internet giant also is 
working with other automakers 
on joint development of self-dri-
ving cars, Baidu President Zhang 
Yaqin said Friday. The Beijing- 
based company is close to setting 
up a new research center near 
Seattle that will focus on artificial 
intelligence and cloud computing 
and security, he said.

Baidu formed a self-driving car 
team in Silicon Valley in April 
that it said would employ more 
than 100 researchers and engi-
neers by the end of last year. It’s 
partnered with chip maker Nvi-
dia Corp., has been testing its 
autonomous vehicles in eastern 
Chinese cities including Wuhu 
and Shanghai and earned a per-
mit from California to test in the 
state last year.

BAIC, owned by the local gover-
nment of Beijing, has made pro-
gress of its own. The automaker 
whose joint-venture partners in-
clude Daimler AG and Hyundai 
Motor Co. in April let customers 
ride in self-driving cars on a test 
track.

China is seeking to shed its 
image as a cheap manufacturer 
of products with little value-ad-
ded content. The government is 
pushing its technology and ma-
nufacturing industries to create 
more sophisticated products and 
services in line with the global 
trend toward digitization and in-
ternet connectivity. Bloomberg

Samsung executives to 
be questioned by Korean 
prosecutors

been accused of wrongdoing. This 
status may change, Hong said.

The summons follows last mon-
th’s parliamentary grilling of  Jay 
Y. Lee, de-facto head of Samsung 
Group, and a co-vice chair of 
Samsung Electronics, the world’s 
largest maker of mobile devices. 
Lawmakers fired questions to Lee 
on whether the country’s biggest 
conglomerate received political 
favors in return for donations to 
foundations controlled by Choi 
Soon-sil, the president’s friend 
at the center of the scandal. Lee 
had denied allegations during the 
hearing.

A Samsung Group spokeswo-
man declined to comment when 
contacted by the Bloomberg 
News. Bloomberg
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CHINA is prepared to retalia-
te should President-elect Do-

nald Trump take punitive mea-
sures against Chinese goods and 
trigger a trade war between the 
world’s two biggest economies, 
according to people familiar with 
the matter.

Options include subjecting well
-known U.S. companies or ones 
with large Chinese operations to 
tax or antitrust probes, said the 
people, asking not to be identified 
because the matter isn’t public. 
Other possible measures include 
anti-dumping investigations and 
scaling back government pur-
chases of American products, the 
people said.

The move illustrates how the 
fallout from escalating tensions 
between the two nations risks 
spreading to companies. Trump 
has made China a frequent tar-
get of his attacks and nominated 
trade-related officials who the 
Communist Party’s Global Times 
newspaper said would form an 
“iron curtain” of protectionism.

Any retaliation by China against 
Trump stands to be risky. A ba-
cklash may result in China dama-
ging access to its biggest trading 
partner, said Michael Every, head 
of financial markets research at 
Rabobank Group in Hong Kong.

“When you have a country with 
a large trade deficit that retaliates 
against a country with a large tra-
de surplus with it, it’s the country 
with the trade deficit that wins,” 
said Every. “The country with the 
surplus loses, every time.”

America’s trade deficit with Chi-
na narrowed to USD31.1 billion 
from $32.5 billion in October as 
U.S. exports to the nation were 
the strongest since December 
2013, according to the most re-
cent data available. That brou-
ght the trade deficit to $288.78 
billion for the 10 months to the 
end of October.

China’s central government 
compiled the possible counter-
measures after collecting opi-
nions from various departmen-
ts, the people said. The punitive 
steps would only be carried out if 
the U.S. acts first and after senior 

President-elect Donald Trump (left) with his wife Melania Trump

PRC ready to retaliate if 
Trump raises trade barriers

Chinese leaders sign off on them, 
they said.

In response to Bloomberg que-
ries, China’s Vice Minister of 
Commerce Wang Shouwen hi-
ghlighted the benefits of main-
taining good bilateral relations, 
saying that U.S. investments 
have not only helped Chinese 
employment but have also led to 
immense wealth for American 
companies.

“I believe win-win economic ties 
between the two nations will keep 
moving forward,” Wang said. “No 
one wants a lose-lose scenario, 
and no one will want to harm the 
win-win ties. I’m still optimistic 
about future China-U.S. econo-
mic relations.”

Wang also said the Ministry of 
Commerce will seek to level the 

playing field for foreign com-
panies pitching to win govern-
ment contracts and that it woul-
dn’t discriminate against foreign 
companies’ products made in 
China.

Representatives at China’s Sta-
te Administration of Taxation 
and General Administration of 
Customs either didn’t respond or 
couldn’t immediately comment 
to Bloomberg queries. Repre-
sentatives at Trump’s transition 
team didn’t respond to a request 
for comment.

Late last year, China fined Ge-
neral Motors Co., the second- 
largest foreign carmaker in the 
country, nearly $30 million for 
antitrust violations after the com-
pany was accused of setting mi-
nimum prices on some models 

made by its SAIC General Motors 
joint venture. GM said at the time 
it respects local laws and that it 
would fully support its venture in 
China to ensure all appropriate 
actions are taken.

Given how much they have at 
stake - Rhodium Group estima-
tes American multinational cor-
porations have poured more than 
$228 billion into China since 
1990 - U.S. business groups have 
a history of pushing back against 
Washington on trade issues with 
China. In the 1990s, companies 
including Boeing Co., Motorola 
Inc. and American International 
Group Inc. were involved in lo-
bbying efforts in the annual batt-
le to renew China’s most-favored 
nation status that gave its expor-
ts low-tariff status in the U.S. In 

2011, trade groups representing 
companies including Microsoft 
Corp. and Wal-Mart Stores Inc. 
lobbied against legislation to 
pressure China to raise the value 
of its currency.

“Discriminating against foreign 
companies in the enforcement of 
laws and regulations harms not 
just those companies, but also 
the millions of Chinese who work 
for them, their local partners and 
those who use their products 
and services,” said William Zarit, 
chairman of the Beijing-based 
American Chamber of Commer-
ce in China. “We urge the go-
vernments of both countries to 
find ways to build trust through 
increasing transparency, and to 
establish a level trade and com-
mercial playing field. “ Bloomberg
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Hong Kong pro-democracy activist narrowly avoids assault

HONG Kong  activist, 
Joshua Wong, has 

had his police protection 
heightened during his vi-
sit to Taiwan after a pro-
China demonstrator at-
tempted to assault him as 
he arrived on the island.

Wong, who was joined 
on his visit to Taiwan by 
Hong Kong legislators, 
was harassed as he exited 
Taipei’s Taoyuan Interna-
tional Airport in the early 
hours of Saturday mor-
ning by a group of around 
200 protestors, according 
to reports from the South 

China Morning Post. He 
was in Taiwan to attend 
a seminar organized by 
Taiwan’s New Power Par-
ty, which is advocating for 
recognition of Taiwan as 
a nation.

The protesters criticized 
Wong and legislators Na-
than Law and Edward Yiu 
for being “independence 
scum” and chanted that 
they were not welcome in 
the island state. 

Then one protestor 
broke through police li-
nes and tried to physically 
assault Wong, who was 

narrowly escorted out of 
the vicinity and into a po-
lice vehicle.

According to SCMP, the 
young Hong Kong lac-
tivist said that this was 
the first time he had been 
subject to such an inci-
dent, despite numerous 
trips to Taiwan in the 
past in which he met with 
members of the political 
party. 

After the seminar, ano-
ther crowd had gathered 
to voice their opinion on 
the activists. Standing 
behind dozens of police 

officers, the protestors 
alleged that independen-
ce activists in Hong Kong 
and Taiwan were coope-
rating to further their res-
pective aims.

Although Taiwanese au-
thorities said that the po-
lice protection had been 
increased following the 
airport incident, Wong 
told SCMP that he and 
the lawmakers had not 
been notified of any addi-
tional security outside of 
the public events.

Wong was a key figu-
re in the 2014 Umbrella 
Movement in Hong 
Kong, who contributed to 
the assembling of thou-
sands of activists in lar-
ge-scale pro-democracy 
rallies.  DBJoshua Wong
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Nomaan Merchant, Beijing 

OFFICIALS in Bei-
jing have announced 
a new environmen-
tal police squad to 

root out illegal burning in the 
city, the latest government 
response to the widespread 
public anger over China’s per-
sistent problems with smog.

Beijing’s acting mayor, Cai 
Qi, said at a meeting Saturday 
that the force would target 
open-air barbecues, garbage 
incineration and the burning 
of wood and other biomass, 
according to China’s official 
Xinhua News Agency.

Cai announced several other 
measures, including a target 
of cutting the use of coal by 
30 percent in 2017, and shu-
tting down 500 higher-pollu-
ting factories and upgrading 
2,500 more. About 300,000 
high-pollution vehicles will 
also be restricted from ente-
ring the capital starting next 
month, he said.

Beijing and dozens of cities 
in China spend many win-
ter days under a thick, gray 

Patrick Whittle, Portland 

LOBSTER lovers are used 
to adjusting to high pri-

ces, but this winter, they’re 
shelling out even more for 
the cherished crustaceans 
because of a lack of catch off 
of New England and Canada 
and heavy exports to China.

Winter is typically a 
slow season for U.S. lobs-
ter fishermen and an active 
one off Atlantic Canada. But 
catch is slow in both coun-
tries this year, in part becau-
se of bad weather, industry 
sources said.

And the winter months 
are also an important time 
for exports to lobster-crazy 
China, which celebrates its 
New Year holiday Jan. 28. 
It’s increasingly popular to 
celebrate the Chinese New 
Year with American lobster. 
That’s causing demand at a 
time when supply is low.

American consumers who 
were paying  USD9 to $11 
per pound for a live lobs-
ter in September — already 
higher than the previous 

TAIWANESE President Tsai Ing-wen has 
arrived in Houston for a brief transit stop 

in the U.S. during her trip to Central America.
Dozens of supporters stood outside in near 

freezing temperatures as Tsai arrived at a 
Houston hotel Saturday morning. She shook 
some hands and posed for selfie photos. She 
did not address media kept some distance 
away.

An official with President-elect Donald 
Trump’s transition team said earlier Saturday 
neither Trump nor transition officials would 
be meeting with her.

Tsai is passing through Houston on a trip she 
says is intended to bolster Taiwan’s internatio-
nal profile by reinforcing ties with diplomatic 
allies in Honduras, Nicaragua, Guatemala and 
El Salvador. China has been angered by her re-
fusal to endorse Beijing’s concept that Taiwan 
and the mainland are a single Chinese nation.

People, some wearing masks for protection against air pollution, walk on a pedestrian overhead bridge in Beijing

Tsai Ing-wen delivers a speech before traveling to 
visit Central American allies

 Smog is 
an acutely 
felt issue in 
China’s cities, 
where a red 
alert can lead 
to the closure 
of schools and 
businesses

POLLUTION 

Choked by smog, Beijing creates 
new environmental police 

Lobster prices high as catch 
drops and China imports climb 

Taiwan leader in 
Houston, en route 
to Central America 

haze, with air pollution levels 
that routinely exceed World 
Health Organization guideli-
nes. Last week, more than 20 
cities were on “red alert,” the 
highest warning level in Chi-
na’s four-tiered system, while 
Beijing was on the second-hi-
ghest “orange alert.”

Smog is an acutely felt issue 

in China’s cities, where a red 
alert can lead to the closure of 
schools and businesses, flight 
cancellations, and shutdowns 
of highways to keep cars off 
the roads. During a red alert 
in Beijing last month, autho-
rities banned construction 
crews from spray-painting 
and even seized the charcoal 

grills from some restaurants.
But enforcement remains 

an issue. China’s environ-
mental ministry said during 
last week’s red alert that its 
inspection teams found com-
panies resuming production 
despite a government ban. 
Many factories remain under 
severe pressure to meet pro-

duction targets regardless of 
air pollution.

Cai on Saturday blamed 
polluting activities like bur-
ning garbage or wood on “the 
result of lax supervision and 
weak law enforcement.”

But China’s pollution is cau-
sed chiefly by its thousands 
of coal-burning factories and 
a surplus of older, ineffi-
cient vehicles. While it tries 
to answer the loud public 
calls to tamp down on pollu-
tion, the Communist gover-
nment is also grappling with 
an economic slowdown and 
the challenge of maintaining 
growth.

China is also the world’s 
largest producer and consu-
mer of coal, and measures 
like capping production days 
or shutting down older coal 
mines run the risk of driving 
up energy prices and further 
slowing the economy. AP

year — are now sometimes 
paying upward of $13 per 
pound. There are enough lo-
bsters to go around, but Chi-
na’s demand is likely to only 
grow, said Bill Bruns, ope-
rations manager at The Lo-
bsterCompany of Arundel, 
Maine.

“They are building infras-
tructure to meet more de-
mand,” Bruns said, who ad-
ded that China’s middle class 
“hasn’t stopped growing, 
and they keep eating.”

American lobster exports to 
China have topped 12 million 
pounds and $85 million in 
value for three years in a 
row. The country imported 
a fraction of that amount 

as recently as 2010, when it 
imported less than a million 
pounds of the crustaceans.

Meanwhile, prices charged 
by wholesalers in the U.S. 
are rising, too. The wholesa-
le price of a 1 ¼-pound live 
hard shell lobster rose about 
a dollar in the New England 
market from December to 
January, when it was $7.75 
per pound, according to Ur-
ner Barry commodities pub-
lishing service.

The loss of fishing days due 
to bad weather off Canada 
has caused a supply issue at 
a busy time of the year, said 
market analyst John Sack-
ton, who publishes a website 
called SeafoodNews.com.

“It’s become very difficult to 
get supply and you still have 
people scrambling to shiplo-
bsters to China for Chinese 
New Year,” he said.

The winter pinch is ha-
ppening at a time when the 
U.S. lobster catch, based 
mostly in Maine, Massachu-
setts and New Hampshire, 
is booming. U.S. fishermen 
have caught more than 100 
million pounds of lobster for 
seven years in a row after 
having never accomplished 
that feat previously, federal 
records say. Lobsters were 
worth a record of more than 
$600 million at the docks in 
2015, records show.

The slow winter fishing sea-
son isn’t cause for concern in 
the grand scheme of things, 
said David Cousens, a South 
Thomaston lobstermen who 
is president of the Maine Lo-
bstermen’s Association.

“Guys offshore are repor-
ting not very much. But I 
imagine they’ve probably got 
enough between Canada and 
here to fill that market,” he 
said. AP
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Eranga Jayawardena

AT least 21 people were 
injured Saturday in 
violent clashes between 
Sri Lankan govern-

ment supporters and villagers 
marching against what they say 
is a plan to take over private land 
for an industrial zone in which 
China will have a major stake.

Police used tear gas and wa-
ter cannons to try to break up 
the clashes, which took place as 
Prime Minister Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe was attending an ope-
ning ceremony for the industrial 
zone, located near the port city 
of Hambantota, about 240 kilo-
meters southeast of the capital, 
Colombo.

The clashes began when go-
vernment supporters started 
throwing rocks at villagers who 
were marching to the ceremony 
site. The protesters, organized 
by the opposition and led by 
Buddhist monks, responded by 
throwing rocks at the govern-
ment supporters. A group that 
appeared to have been transpor-
ted to the area by the government 
joined in attacking the protesters 
with poles.

Twenty-one people, including 
three police officers, were taken 
to a government hospital in Ham-
bantota, a hospital official said.

Sri Lanka’s government has 
signed a framework agreement 
for a 99-year lease of the Ham-
bantota port with a company in 
which China will have 80 percent 
ownership. Officials also plan to 
set up a nearby industrial zone 
where Chinese companies will 
be invited to set up factories. The 
villagers and monks are opposed 
to it and demand their residen-
tial and farmlands be spared.

A court had issued a restraining 
order on the protest, saying it 
could lead to unrest, but the pro-
testers defied it.

Wickremesinghe inaugurated 
the industrial zone despite the 

 Protesters 
are against 
a 99-year 
lease of the 
Hambantota 
port with a 
company in  
which China will 
have 80 percent 
ownership

21 injured in clashes in Sri 
Lanka over China port deal 

clashes. Speaking at the cere-
mony, China’s ambassador to 
Sri Lanka, Yi Xianliang, said that 
his country hopes to invest USD5 
billion in the region within the 
next five years, and that the new 
industries are expected to gene-
rate 100,000 jobs.

China invested over $1.2 billion 
in the port in what some analysts 
call its “string of pearls” strate-
gy in countries surrounding its 
rival India. Although the project 
has seen losses since 2010, Sri 
Lanka’s government, at first cri-
tical of the enterprise, approa-
ched China to seek help to make 
it viable.

Lawmaker D.V. Chanaka, one 
of the protest organizers, said he 
fears the port area will become a 
“Chinese colony.”

“We are against leasing the 
lands where people live and do 
their farming, while there are 
identified lands for an industrial 
zone,” Chanaka said. “When you 
give away such a vast area of 
land, you can’t stop the area from 
becoming a Chinese colony.”

After the lease expires, it can be 
negotiated for another 99 years, 
according to the framework 
agreement, whose terms are still 
being negotiated. The govern-
ment also has proposed to lease 

6,070 hectares in Hambantota 
district and adjoining Moneraga-
la district for the industrial zone.

The Rev. Magama Mahanama, 
from a group calling itself the 
Monks’ Organization to Protect 
National Assets, said that the 
clergy, following an ancient tra-
dition, would issue a decree to 
the government to stop the lea-
sing. Historically, kings in predo-
minantly Buddhist Sri Lanka are 
said to have abided by decrees 
issued by Buddhist monks.

“It’s a way of conveying the 
message that the monks are not 
for it,” Mahanama said. “Nine-
ty-nine years means at least two 

generations. When they [the 
Chinese] take root here, what’s 
the guarantee that we will have 
it back? There is a major threat 
of cultural erosion and demogra-
phic change.”

Wickremesinghe, speaking to 
reporters earlier in the week, said 
the partnership arrangement 
was necessary to free Sri Lanka 
from the debt incurred to build 
the port. He blamed the debt on 
former President Mahinda Ra-
japaksa, whose government was 
friendly to Beijing.

Wickremesinghe said the in-
dustrial zone was necessary to 
make the port and the nearby 
Chinese-financed airport, also 
running at a heavy loss, viable.

“The port can’t be taken away,” 
he said, adding that his country’s 
former British colonial rulers did 
not take away the Trincomalee 
harbor or the Colombo port. AP

A Sri Lankan Buddhist monk and villagers clash with police officers during a protest outside the inauguration ceremony of an 
industrial zone in Mirijjawila village

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un

Just another Sunday? North Korea 
low key on Kim’s birthday 

Eric Talmadge, Pyongyang 

NORTH Korea marked 
Kim Jong Un’s birth-

day yesterday in a decide-
dly low-key manner.

Though the young leader’s 
birthday is well-known 
throughout the country, 
it has yet to be celebrated 
with the kind of adulatory 
festivities that accompany 
the birthdays of his late 
grandfather and father. 
Pyongyang residents did 
what they do every second 
Sunday of the new year — 
joined in sports events.

Kim Jong Un, who is be-
lieved to be 33 or 34 and 
the world’s youngest head 

of state, assumed power 
after the death of his father, 
Kim Jong Il, in late 2011.

With the official period of 
mourning his father’s death 
over and his own powerba-
se apparently solid, Kim 
presided over a once-in-a-
generation party congress 
last May that was seen by 
many as something of a co-
ronation and the beginning 
of the Kim Jong Un era.

But he has continued to 
keep a step or two behind 
his predecessors in the 
country’s intense cult of 
personality. Kim’s grand-
father, “eternal president” 
Kim Il Sung, and Kim Jong 
Il statues and portraits are 

found in virtually every pu-
blic space or home. Their 
pins are worn over the 
hearts of every adult man 
and woman.

Rumors were rife that 
a new pin featuring Kim 
Jong Un would be issued 
during the May party con-
gress, but they proved to be 
unfounded. Calendars for 
this year don’t denote Jan. 
8 as anything other than a 
normal Sunday, and there 
was no mention of the bir-
thday in Rodong Sinmun, 
the ruling party newspaper.

The only time Kim has 
been honored in public on 
his birthday was in 2014, 
when former NBA star 
Dennis Rodman sang “Ha-
ppy Birthday” to him befo-
re an exhibition basketball 
game in Pyongyang.

North Korean officials say 
the low-key approach — 
and the very little informa-
tion made public about his 

wife and family — reflects 
Kim’s “humble” nature and 
respect for his forbearers. 
Kim seemed to amplify that 
image in his annual New 
Year’s address, when he 
closed with remarks about 
his desire to be a better lea-
der.

Even so, 2017 could turn 
out to be a bigger than nor-
mal year in North Korea for 
Kim-related events.

State media have sugges-
ted Kim Jong Il’s birthday 
in February and especially 
Kim Il Sung’s birthday in 
April will be celebrated in 
a more lavish than usual 
manner, though exactly 
what’s in store is not 
known. And Kim Jong Un 
has already had something 
of a big New Year’s event — 
days after his address, tens 
of thousands of North Ko-
reans rallied in Pyongyang 
in the customary show of 
support for their leader. AP
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Barry Hatton

MÁRIO Soares, a former pri-
me minister and president 

of Portugal who helped steer his 
country toward democracy after a 
1974 military coup and grew into a 
global statesman through his work 
with the Socialist International 
movement, has died. He was 92.

Lisbon’s Red Cross Hospital said 
in a statement he died there on Sa-
turday afternoon with his son and 
his daughter at his bedside. The 
hospital did not provide a cause of 
death, but Soares had been a pa-
tient since Dec. 13 and in a coma 
for the past two weeks.

Soares, a moderate Socialist, re-
turned from 12 years of political 
exile after the almost bloodless 
Carnation Revolution toppled 
Portugal’s four-decade dictator-
ship in 1974. As a lawyer, he had 
used peaceful means to fight the 
country’s regime, which eventually 
banished him.

Soares was elected Portugal’s 
first post-coup prime minister 
in 1976 and thwarted Portugue-
se Communist Party attempts to 
bring the NATO member under 
Soviet influence during the Cold 
War. He helped guide his country 
from dictatorship to parliamen-
tary democracy and a place in the 
European Union.

“The loss of Mário Soares is the 
loss of someone who was irrepla-
ceable in our recent history. We 
owe him a lot,” Socialist Prime Mi-
nister Antonio Costa said in India, 
where he was on a state visit.

Costa said three days of national 
mourning will begin today and 
that Soares would have a state fu-
neral at an unspecified date.

“His cause was always the same: 
freedom,” President Marcelo Re-
belo de Sousa, said in a televised 
speech. “At decisive moments, he 
was always a winner.”

Soares’ role as an international 
statesman was solidified through 
his work with the International So-
cialist movement. As a vice presi-
dent from 1976, he led diplomatic 
missions that sought to help resol-
ve conflicts in the Middle East and 
Latin and Central America.

Soares was visiting Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat in the Gaza 
Strip when Israeli prime minister 
Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated 
in Tel Aviv in 1995. Both Arafat 
and Rabin were longtime friends 
of Soares.

In 1986, Soares became Portu-
gal’s first civilian president in 60 
years. His broad popularity brou-
ght him two consecutive five-year 
terms.

During terms as prime minister 
and foreign minister, Soares hel-
ped rehabilitate Portugal on the 
international stage after decades of 
isolation under the dictatorship es-
tablished by Antonio Salazar in the 

In this Jan. 20, 2006 file photo, Mário Soares and his wife Maria Barroso stand together after an election campaign rally in Porto

 Soares was 
instrumental in 
quickly granting 
independence 
to Portugal’s 
five colonies in 
Africa

Mário Soares, Portugal’s former 
president and PM, dies at 92 

1930s. Soares’ insistence on using 
the ballot box instead of weapons 
to end the dictatorship won him 
respect around the world.

Soares belonged to a generation 
of influential European Socialist 
leaders that also included his clo-
se friend Francois Mitterrand of 
France, Germany’s Willy Brandt, 
Olof Palme in Sweden, and Felipe 
Gonzalez in Spain.

The 1974 coup shot Lisbon to 
the center of Cold War attentions 
as Portugal lurched to the political 
left after the dictatorship’s fall.

Days after the Carnation Revolu-
tion — so named because people 
stuck red carnations in soldiers’ 
rifle barrels — Soares returned 
home by train from Paris to a rap-
turous welcome from crowds that 
flocked to meet him at Lisbon’s 
Santa Apolonia train station.

The Communist Party’s influen-
ce surged following the coup, 
prompting fears in the West that 
Portugal — a founding member 
of the Atlantic military alliance 
— would come under the Soviet 
Union’s influence and encourage 
other radical leftist movements in 
western Europe.

Soares said that at an October 
1974 meeting in Washington, 
then-U.S. Secretary of State Hen-
ry Kissinger told him he thought 
Portugal was doomed to commu-

nist rule. But Frank Carlucci, the 
new U.S. ambassador to Lisbon 
and later head of the CIA, argued 
that moderate democratic forces, 
especially Soares’ Socialists, would 
prevail. The 1976 election proved 
Carlucci right.

Soares, an affable figure and 
eloquent campaigner who led the 
Socialist Party, won the country’s 
first entirely free elections and be-
came prime minister.

Portugal had western Europe’s 
last colonial empire, and Soa-
res was instrumental in quickly 
granting independence to Por-
tugal’s five colonies in Africa. 
Protracted wars had sapped the 
Portuguese economy and soured 
its relations with other western 
nations that had turned away from 
colonial rule years earlier.

Soares later was criticized for cut-
ting the colonies loose so abruptly. 
All of them — Angola, Mozambi-
que, Guinea-Bissau, Cape Verde, 
and Sao Tome and Principe — be-
came single-party Marxist states 
supported by the Soviet Union 

and Cuba after their independen-
ce. Angola and Mozambique drif-
ted into civil wars as proxies in the 
Cold War struggle for influence in 
Africa.

Soares held posts in a string of 
governments that lasted less than 
a year in the post-revolution poli-
tical chaos. Banks were nationali-
zed, spooking wealthy financiers 
who fled the country, and poor far-
mers seized the land they had long 
worked at large private estates.

Born in Lisbon in 1924, Soa-
res started out as a radical student 
organizer and became a renowned 
defense lawyer.

He was a relentless opponent of 
Salazar’s regime, which along with 
Franco’s roughly contemporary 
rule in neighboring Spain, shut off 
the Iberian peninsula to outside 
influences. Salazar’s secret police, 
known by its acronym PIDE, jai-
led Soares 12 times and exiled him 
twice, once to the island of Sao 
Tome off west Africa.

After democracy, Soares served 
four times as the country’s foreign 

minister and three times as prime 
minister.

As prime minister in 1986 he 
ushered Portugal into the Euro-
pean Economic Community — 
later the European Union. That 
turned out to be a watershed year 
which placed the country on a fast-
track modernization program.

Soares capped his political career 
that year by becoming head of sta-
te. He rapidly set about keeping 
his campaign pledge to serve as 
“President of all the Portuguese” 
after years of division and unrest 
which brought eight governments 
between 1978 and 1985.

He was a fierce critic of the eco-
nomic liberalism embraced by 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan and 
British leader Margaret Thatcher 
which was alien to his Socialist 
convictions about the benefits of 
welfare capitalism.

As president, Soares established 
a professional, if cool, relationship 
with center-right Social Democra-
tic Prime Minister Anibal Cava-
co Silva, who admired Thatcher. 
Though an unlikely team, Soa-
res and Cavaco Silva together over-
saw the shedding of many left-ins-
pired economic structures, such as 
the nationalization of banks, adop-
ted after the coup.

Opponents claimed Soares had 
abandoned his Socialist ideals, 
but Soares insisted his “cohabi-
tation” with Cavaco Silva contri-
buted to the country’s new-found 
stability. He won a thumping re- 
election victory to serve a second 
five-year term in 1991.

Soares then retired from politics 
to set up a cultural foundation. At 
the request of the United Nations, 
he became head of the Indepen-
dent World Commission of the 
Oceans. He also led a U.N. fact-
finding mission on human rights 
to Algeria in 1998.

He returned to politics in 1999, 
winning a seat in the European 
parliament as the main candidate 
of the Socialist Party but then fai-
ling to be elected head of the as-
sembly.

He also ran again for Portugal’s 
presidency in 2006, at the age of 
82. Younger voters had little grasp 
of his historic achievements and 
he finished third.

He is survived by two children 
and five grandchildren. AP

MÁRIO Soares has many ties to Macau 
and visited the city several times when 

it was still under Portuguese administration. 
There is even a local avenue named after him. 

Portuguese newspaper Público yesterday re-
ported that Macau was “one of the most vio-
lent shakeups” of Soares’ political career, whi-
le Jornal I describes the region as his “biggest 
embarrassment.”

The controversy is related to Governor Carlos 
Melancia, a figure who was close to Soares. In 
1988, when Soares was serving his first term as 
President of the Portuguese Republic, German 
company Weidlepan bid for consultancy ser-
vices for the construction of Macau’s airport. 

The following year, the Macau government 
granted the contract to the company Paris Air-
ports.  Weidlepan then sent a fax to Melancia 
asking for the return of around MOP2 million, 
which it had allegedly paid him to secure the 
contract. 

The fax was published by Portuguese weekly 
O Independente, sparking a major scandal 
that also involved Soares. The bribe money 
was channeled to Emaudio, a company Soares 
had allegedly created to finance the Socialist 
Party. 

In October 2002, the former Governor Melan-
cia was acquitted of all charges related to the 
airport project, due to a lack of evidence. MDT

Macau: The fax controversy 
that tainted the president  
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what’s ON ...

AD LIB- Recent WoRks By konstAntIn 
BessmeRtny
tIme: 10am-7pm (no admission after 6:30 pm, 
closed on Mondays)
UntIL: May 28, 2017 
VenUe: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE 
ADmIssIon: MOP5 (free on Sundays and public 
holidays)  
enqUIRIes: (853) 8791 9814

kUng FU PAnDA AcADemy
tIme: 11:30am-1pm & 2pm-15:30pm
UntIL: February 5, 2017
VenUe:  Level 4, Tian Shan Ballroom, Sheraton 
Grand Macao Hotel, Sands Cotai Centra
ADmIssIon: MOP200 per child (complimentary 
entry for one adult and MOP100 for each 
additional adult)
enqUIRIes: (853) 8113 0000 

the stAmP FestIVAL
tIme: 9am-5:30pm (no admission after 5:00 pm), 
closed on public holidays
UntIL: April 7, 2017
VenUe: Communication Museum of Macao / 
Estrada D. Maria II, No. 7 
ADmIssIon: MOP10 
enqUIRIes: (853) 2871 8063 / 2871 8570

exhIBItIon “tRAces AnD VIsIon – 
LongzhoU ‘shehUo’ FoLk PeRFoRmAnces, 
PhotogRAPhy By WU xIAoPeng”
tIme: 9am-9pm
UntIL: January 8, 2017 
VenUe: Temporary Exhibitions Gallery of the Civic 
and Municipal Affairs Bureau 
ADmIssIon: Free  
enqUIRIes: (853) 8988 4100 / 2882 7103  

sAILIng FoR DReAms - WoRks By kWok 
Woon
tIme: 10am-7pm (Closed on Mondays)
Until: April 23, 2017 
VenUe: Navy Yard No.1, Rua de S. Tiago da 
Barra 
ADmIssIon: Free 
enqUIRIes: (853) 8988 4000

this day in history

Coal miners walked out at midnight in their first natio-
nal strike for almost 50 years.

Three months of negotiations with the National Coal 
Board ended in deadlock four days ago with an offer of 
7.9 percent on the table and the promise of a backda-
ted deal for an increase in productivity.

The 280,000 mineworkers signalled their determina-
tion to break the Government’s unofficial eight per cent 
pay ceiling by refusing to put the offer to the vote.

They are looking for an increase of up to £9 a week - 
on an average take home wage of £25.

Miners have been observing an overtime ban since 1 
November in support of their pay claim, which the NCB 
estimates has already cost the industry £20m.

Yesterday, the NCB announced it was withdrawing its 
pay offer as it became clear the miners were intent on 
striking.

NCB Chairman, Derek Ezra, said: “If we had granted 
the £120m they had asked for and thus presumably 
satisfied the mineworkers, we would have landed our-
selves in a very serious financial situation.

“The only way of recouping that money would then 
have been to put prices up and we would have had to 
put the price of coal up by at least another 15%.”

Mr Ezra said the strike would mean up to £12m a week 
in lost revenue - and therefore calculations on which 
previous pay offers had been made were invalid.

The Trades Union Congress (TUC) is holding meetings 
at the weekend to discuss support for the strike among 
transport unions.

The General Secretary of the National Union of Mi-
neworkers, Lawrence Daly, has predicted coal stocks 
will quickly run down. “Industrialists in this country will 
be pressing the Government to get the door open for 
serious talks,” he added.

Three-quarters of the electricity used in the United 
Kingdom comes from coal-burning power stations. The 
strike comes at a time when the stations are facing long 
periods of peak demand during the cold weather.

All 289 pits across the country have been closed by 
the strike. Miners say they are prepared for a long fight.

A south Wales miner said: “We are going into this now, 
not thinking it’s going to be over in a week or a fortni-
ght. We are determined to win this battle however long 
it may take.”

Courtesy BBC News

1972  miners strike against     
           government

in context
The miners’ strike lasted seven weeks. Within 48 hours of the strike 
beginning, 17 schools in Shropshire - dependent on coal-fired heat-
ing - were forced to close.
The TUC advised transport unions not to cross picket lines and 
once these were set up at ports, power stations and coal yards, the 
coal could not be moved.
The NUM’s aim was to freeze domestic and industrial coal supplies 
to force the coal board back to the negotiating table.
By 5 February, factories were beginning to lay off workers because 
of power shortages. Four days later, BBC local radio stations were 
warning of domestic power cuts.
A state of emergency was declared on 9 February. Employment 
Secretary, Robert Carr, set up a committee of inquiry on 11 Febru-
ary under Lord Wilberforce - after the latest round of talks between 
the NCB and the union broke down.
A headline in the Times on 16 February said 1.2m workers had been 
laid off as a result of the strike.
At 0100 on 19 February, miners’ leaders agreed a £95m pay pack-
age. During the talks at Number 10, the union claims to have wrung 
about 15 extra pay concessions from the Coal Board - over and 
above the Wilberforce inquiry recommendations. Miners voted to 
return to work on 25 February.

A British bookshop owner who asks customers for a 
50-pence (62-cent) browsing fee has been branded “the 
bookseller from hell.”

Steve Bloom, who runs second-hand emporium 
Bloomingdales in Hawes, northern England, says he 
makes the request to find out whether visitors are seri-
ous about buying books, but does not actually collect 
the money.

He also apologized for using an expletive in describing 
a customer who ignored the fee request as a pain in the 
backside.

John Blackie, chairman of Hawes Parish Council, said 
the customer complained — one of more than 20 com-
plaints the local authority has received in the past four 
years about Bloom’s entry fee and his rudeness.

Blackie said Wednesday that “bookseller from hell” 
Bloom was harming the reputation of Hawes, a com-
munity in the picturesque Yorkshire Dales that he called 
“very much a friendly town.”

“He seems to have a strategy unlike anybody else’s,” 
Blackie said. “He charges 50p, people object and he is 
very rude to them. Yet he feels that improves his busi-
ness.”

Bloom said the council was overreacting, but acknowl-
edged that he is “not really a people person.”

Some customers who reviewed the store on the Yell 
website branded Bloom “rude,” “miserable” and “a dis-
grace” — though other commenters said the story about 
his behavior had made them want to visit. AP

 Offbeat
british bookstore owner slammed 
for 50 pence ‘browsing fee’ 

TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:50
17:00
17:40
18:30
19:30
20:30
21:00
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:20
00:55

TDM News (Repeated)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPi Live    
Happy Endings Sr.1    
Precious Pearl (Repeated)    
Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)   
Soap Opera    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Sport    
Precious Pearl    
TDM News    
Non-Daily Portuguese News    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live    

cinema
cineteatro
05 jan - 11 jan

ALLIED
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: Robert Zemeckis
Starring: Marion Cotillard, Brad Pitt
Language: English
Duration: 124min

A STREET CAT NAMED BOB 
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director: Roger Spottiswoode
Starring: Luke Treadaway, Joanne Froggatt, Ruta 
Gedmintas
Language: English
Duration: 103min

SING
room 3
7:30pm
Director: Garth Jennings
Starring:   Matthew McConaughey, Reese Witherspoon, 
Seth MacFarlane
Language: Cantonese (English)
Duration: 108min

A MONSTER CALLS
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm
Director: J.A. Bayona
Starring: Lewis MacDougall, Felicity Jones, Sigourney 
Weaver
Language: English
Duration: 108min

macau tower
05 jan - 11 jan

THE GREAT WALL
(3D) 2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director: Yimou Zhang
Starring: Matt Damon, Pedro Pascal, Willem Dafoe
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 104min
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU
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omACROSS: 1- Fashionably old-fashioned; 6- Pointed end; 10- RR stops; 14- Old 

French expression meaning “goodbye”; 15- Corrida cheers; 16- Tribute; 17- 
Failed to; 18- Nintendo rival; 19- Yours, in Tours; 20- Addison’s collaborator; 22- 
Eulogistic language; 24- Bat wood; 26- Hosted; 27- Singer Etheridge; 31- T.G.I.F. 
part; 32- Put into law; 33- Light wood; 36- City official: Abbr.; 39- Garfield’s pal; 
40- Illumination; 41- Inter ___; 42- Took the gold; 43- Kama ___; 44- Exhorted; 45- 
Animal pouch; 46- Highest singing voice in women; 48- Russian sleigh; 51- Not to 
mention; 52- Lessened; 54- Plaid; 59- Long time; 60- Switch ending; 62- Curt; 63- 
Ancient Persian; 64- Indication; 65- Les ___-Unis; 66- Work without ___; 67- Cong. 
meeting; 68- Station;
 
DOWN: 1- X-ray units; 2- Prepare for publication; 3- It may turn; 4- Russo of “The 
Thomas Crown Affair”; 5- Outlive; 6- Long-leaved lettuce; 7- 1997 Peter Fonda role; 
8- Smooth transition; 9- Writer of Hebrew 
prayers; 10- Phases; 11- Comedienne 
Fields; 12- For all to hear; 13- Meager; 
21- Road curve; 23- Twice tetra-; 25- Nun 
wear; 27- Siamese sound; 28- Opposite 
of ecto-; 29- Reclined; 30- Rocks in a 
glass; 34- Cabinet dept.; 35- Capital of 
Tibet; 36- Pond organism; 37- Legal claim; 
38- Pedestal part; 40- Without luck; 41- 
Part of ETA; 43- Stated; 44- Modernised; 
45- Poem of 14 lines; 47- Thunder Bay’s 
prov.; 48- Twixt’s partner; 49- ___ Janeiro; 
50- Eagle’s home; 52- Lady of Spain; 53- 
Canines; 55- Nerve network; 56- Pitfall; 
57- Respecting; 58- Hotbed; 61- Switch 
positions; 

Friday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You just have to spill the beans 
to someone, or you’ll burst. The 
problem is, you’re not quite sure 
who you should be telling your secret 
to. Until you’re sure, you had better 
hang on to it.

April 20-May 20
You’ve always had an innate respect 
for authority, and it hasn’t gone 
anywhere. So now, when a tough 
situation seems possible, you know 
exactly who to turn to for advice, and 
they’ll be more than happy.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
It’s not unusual to find that you have 
something to say, and everyone just 
can’t wait to hear you say it. That’s 
the situation now on both counts, so 
don’t be nervous. Be sure you know 
what you’re doing.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
For the past few days, your antennae 
have been telling you to avoid any 
sudden moves and that any kind of 
movement isn’t a good idea. Your 
instinct is rarely wrong, so your best 
move is probably to sit stil.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You’re in a sentimental, 
nostalgic frame of mind - and 
you’re far more interested in 
thinking about good times from 
the past than in looking toward 
the future. 

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You’re not the type of person who 
indulges in romantic fantasy - not 
unless it’s backed by what just might 
be an entirely possible truth. Well, 
you have the chance now to make a 
dream come true.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Charm and discipline are your sign’s 
key strengths. That is, you can get 
anything done that needs to be done 
by being firm enough and charming 
enough to convince others that their 
contribution is essential.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
If anyone knows exactly who to 
trust and who not to trust, it’s you. 
You’re shrewd, clever and very 
tough to deceive. You can spot a 
rat a mile away, and smell one even 
farther off.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
When you least expect it, your 
biggest detractors will end up being 
your most fervent supporters. That’s 
going to go double now, especially 
with regard to a certain someone you 
were sure was acting against you.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
If anyone knows how to work 
hard, it’s you. You’ve never 
shirked your responsibilities or 
tried to get out of doing anything 
less than everything you possible 
can.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
When you’re in the mood to take 
charge, you really do take charge 
- at times, so much so that you 
amaze your friends and startle 
even those who aren’t all that 
familiar with you.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You’re not famous for being led astray 
by those who make a living out of 
deception. You’re far too sharp to let 
them get anywhere near that close to 
you. Still, even you can occasionally 
be taken in by professionals.

  Aquarius Pisces



09.01.2017 mon

SPORTS 體育 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo18
 

th Anniversary

 

 ad

John Pye, Brisbane 

GRIGOR Dimitrov concentra-
ted on fun and games at the 

season-opening Brisbane Interna-
tional, looking for something a bit 
different to his regular routine.

It turns out, that’s what he’d been 
missing. Dimitrov ended a title 
drought that dated back to 2014 
when he beat third-seeded Kei 
Nishikori 6-2, 2-6, 6-3 in the final 
on Sunday.

The 25-year-old Bulgarian attri-
buted some late-night trips to the 
game arcades in downtown Bris-
bane for the change of fortunes.

“I played motor bikes, we played 
cars, basketball, I mean, I went 
there with my fitness coach and 
we were — I think we were the bi-
ggest kids out there,” he said. “You 
know, it’s something so childish, if 
you want to say it.

“Well, every time I was going to 
bed, I was, like, ‘Wow, that feels 
so good.’ It’s just something so 
small.”

Grigor Dimitrov of Bulgaria

TENNIS 

Fun and games, Dimitrov finds a 
way to break title drought 

Dimitrov, dubbed ‘Baby Fed’ 
earlier in his career for his style 
similarities with Roger Federer, 
lost the Brisbane International 
final to Andy Murray in 2013. He 
won three titles and reached the 
Wimbledon semifinals in 2014 as 
he rose to a career-high ranking of 
No. 8.

But his form faded and he sli-
pped down the rankings to No. 40 

by the middle of last year.
That’s when he had to make 

some decisions, refocus, set some 
goals. The first was to win a tour-
nament in 2017 — he’s achieved 
that in the first week of the season. 
There are other goals, including 
better runs at the Grand Slams — 
he hasn’t been past the fourth rou-
nd since a career peak in the Wim-
bledon semifinals in 2014, when 

he beat Murray but lost to Novak 
Djokovic.

He entered the season-ope-
ning Brisbane event ranked No. 17 
and seeded seventh, and could rise 
to No. 15 for the Australian Open, 
which starts Jan. 16.

“It’s been pretty emotional,” Di-
mitrov said. “This trophy means a 
lot.”

He didn’t elaborate too much on 
any emotional upheaval, saying it’s 
part and parcel of touring so much 
as a professional player. But he did 
say he needed to adjust how he 
spends his time on the road.

“I’m the kind of guy that I cannot 
just lock myself in the room and 
just think tennis for 24 hours. It 
hasn’t helped me,” he said. “And 
since I have been here, every night 
I’ve been going to the arcades, for 
example, for an hour and a half, 
been playing arcades. It’s given me 
tremendous joy.

“That’s why I say those, I think, 
these 10 days that I have been 
here — I don’t remember having 

so much fun, but in the same time 
I was very focused, played quite 
solid all the matches. So I was just 
— overall, I just felt good.”

He beat defending champion 
Milos Raonic in the semifinals, 
improving his career record to 3-1 
against the big-serving Canadian.

He’d never beaten Nishikori in 
three previous matches, and he 
had to save break points in the first 
game and again in the third. After 
that, he went on a roll.

Nishikori, who reached his 
first Brisbane final after losing 
three previous semifinals, fended 
off a breakpoint early in the se-
cond set and went on to break Di-
mitrov’s serve twice in an almost 
reverse of the first set.

But the Japanese star lost mo-
mentum after a medical timeout 
for a left hip problem after the se-
cond set, and Dimitrov dominated 
before getting the decisive break in 
the eighth game and then serving 
out at love.

Nishikori said the hip pain was 
intense in the second set, and may 
force him out of a scheduled exhi-
bition match in Sydney today be-
fore he heads to Melbourne.

“Well, sort of it was OK, but yeah, 
a little bit sad to finish [the tour-
nament] like this,” he said. “But I 
think it was great week to start of 
the year. I had good four matches 
here. Well, I try to stay healthy 
next week and hope I can be ready 
for,” for the Australian Open. AP
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Graham Dunbar

F IFA is set to make the 
World Cup bigger and ri-
cher, even if the price to 
pay is lower quality foot- 

ball.
FIFA President Gianni Infantino 

hopes his ruling Council will agree 
tomorrow to expand the 2026 
World Cup to 48 nations, playing 
in 16 groups of three teams.

A decision could be delayed if 
some Council members demand 
to know exactly how many quali-
fying places each continent will get 
before agreeing to scrap the 32-
team format. It has been succes-
sful, popular and profitable since 
1998 and is locked in for the next 
two World Cups in Russia and Qa-
tar.

The prize of 16 extra places, and 
the biggest increases to Africa and 
Asia, has “overwhelming” support 
from FIFA’s 211 member federa-
tions, Infantino has said.

Their promise of extra funding 
from Zurich could also be secured 
by FIFA’s forecast 20 percent rise 
in rights fees paid by broadcasters 
and sponsors.

“Financially, the 48-team format 
is the most appealing or successful 
simply because the sporting ele-
ment is prevailing and every match 
is important,” Infantino said two 
weeks ago. “The decision should 
not be financially driven, neither 
in terms of revenue or costs ... but 
the driver should really be the de-
velopment of football and boosting 
football all over the world.”

World Cup champion Germany 
is not in favor. It argued that dilu-
ting the number of European and 
South American teams — which 

Tales Azzoni, Madrid 

REAL Madrid tied Bar-
celona’s Spanish record 

of 39 games unbeaten in all 
competitions by crushing 
Granada 5-0 in La Liga on 
Saturday.

Francisco “Isco” Alarcon 
scored twice and Cristiano 
Ronaldo, Karim Benzema, 
and Casemiro added on 
at Santiago Bernabeu Sta-

Gianni Infantino (center)

Ronaldo poses for the media with his four golden balls prior the 
Spanish La Liga match between Real Madrid and Granada

FIFA set to approve bigger, 
richer World Cup tomorrow 

won all 20 titles since 1930 — cou-
ld “strengthen the imbalance” seen 
at some tournaments.

“The [German football fede-
ration] fundamentally believe 
that the current 32-team format 
is the best option,” its president 
Reinhard Grindel said last week. 
Germany has no delegate at to-
morrow’s meeting though Grindel 
is set to join the FIFA Council in 
May.

FIFA acknowledged the risk 
of lower standards in a research 

document sent to members last 
month, as first reported by The As-
sociated Press.

The “absolute quality” of soccer, 
defined by high-ranked teams 
playing each other most often, is 
achieved by 32 teams, FIFA said, 
citing 10,000 tournament simu-
lations made to reach that conclu-
sion.

Still, Infantino promised voters 
more World Cup places and fun-
ding raises before his election last 
February.

FIFA expects USD5.5 billion 
income tied to the 2018 World 
Cup in Russia, though 25 of 34 
sponsorship slots are unsold. The 
research document predicted the 
equivalent of $6.5 billion revenue 
from a 48-team tournament in the 
“16x3” format, which would send 
two teams from each group to a 
new Round of 32 knockout bra-
cket.

All 80 matches would play in 
an exclusive time slot. Currently, 
64 World Cup matches have 56 

broadcast slots because the eight 
four-team groups play their last 
matches simultaneously.

FIFA predicts organizing costs 
for “16x3” rising from $2 billion to 
$2.3 billion, giving a potential pro-
fit rise of $640 million.

Though a “16x3” World Cup 
would still need a maximum of 
12 stadiums, the demand for 16 
more top-quality training camps 
and hotels suggests FIFA would 
look for 2026 hosts with existing 
capacity.

A North American bid from two 
or three of the United States, Ca-
nada and Mexico is currently fa-
vored in a contest that could start 
within weeks.

Five options are open tomorrow, 
including staying with 32 teams.

Infantino campaigned last year 
on a 40-team promise, in either 
eight groups of five teams or 10 
groups of four teams. Neither im-
pressed voters in recent regional 
meetings of FIFA member federa-
tions.

When the FIFA leader first pro-
posed 48 teams, it included an 
opening playoff round. The 16 win-
ners would join 16 seeded teams in 
a traditional 32-team group stage.

FIFA members disliked “one
-and-done” teams going home 
before the “real” World Cup kicks 
off. It would also stretch to a 39-
day event with more short-notice 
travel for fans.

Africa and Asia could be the big 
winners, and FIFA hopes new 
teams would include another 
Iceland, Wales and Costa Rica — 
over- achieving teams and feel-
good stories at recent tournamen-
ts.

Still, hapless Tahiti was outclas-
sed at the 2013 Confederations 
Cup, conceding 24 goals in three 
games.

“The goal of expanding the FIFA 
World Cup,” it has told members, 
“is to further advance the vision 
to promote the game of football, 
protect its integrity and bring the 
game to all.” AP

Real Madrid matches Barcelona’s 
record of 39 unbeaten games 

dium.
Madrid was six poin-

ts ahead of second-place 
Barcelona, which plays fif-
th-place Villarreal today 
[Macau time]. Third-place 
Sevilla, which defeated six-
th-place Real Sociedad 4-0, 
was four points off the lead.

Ronaldo, who was rested 
in Madrid’s 3-0 first-leg win 
against Sevilla in the Copa 
del Rey on Wednesday, sco-

red with a close-range hea-
der off a cross by Marcelo.

Before the match, he was 
honored in a ceremony to 
mark the Ballon d’Or award 
he earned last month. For-
mer Madrid players who 
won similar awards partici-
pated, including Luis Figo, 
Brazilian striker Ronaldo 
and coach Zinedine Zidane.

“It was important to begin 
the year like this,” Zidane 
said. “We have to keep this 
pace the rest of the year.”

Madrid’s last setback was a 
2-0 loss at Wolfsburg in the 
quarterfinal first leg of the 
Champions League in April. 
Since then, it has won 30 ga-
mes and drawn nine under 

Zidane, a run that included 
three titles.

Zidane, who has lost only 
twice since taking over Ma-
drid a year ago, already ma-
tched the club record of 34 
games without a defeat set 
in 1989 under coach Leo 
Beenhakker.

The Spanish unbeaten re-
cord set by Luis Enrique’s 
Barcelona last season en-
ded with a loss to Madrid at 
Camp Nou in April.

“It gives us great satisfac-
tion to equal this record,” 
Zidane said. “We have no 
limits and we will do every-
thing possible to keep this 
going.”

Madrid, which has won 

eight of its last nine league 
games, will have a chance to 
take the record outright in 
the second leg at Sevilla on 
Thursday.

Isco opened the scoring 
with a low shot from inside 
the area after a mistake by 
the Granada defense whi-
le trying to move the ball 
forward, and Benzema - in 
an offside position - added 
to the lead off the rebound 
of a shot by Luka Modric.

Benzema, who also was 
rested against Sevilla, has 
scored in seven consecutive 
games against Granada. He 
has a total of 10 goals in 11 
matches against the team 
from southern Spain.

Ronaldo increased the 
lead after Marcelo cleared a 
defender in the left side be-
fore making a perfect cross 
into the area, and Isco net-
ted again from close range 
after a low cross by Modric 
from the right flank for 4-0.

Casemiro scored the final 
goal nearly an hour in after 
a free kick by James Rodri-
guez, who entered in the 
second half after impressing 
against Sevilla midweek.

Madrid was still without 
injured defenders Sergio 
Ramos and Pepe, as well as 
forward Gareth Bale.

Granada remained se-
cond-to-last in the 20-team 
standings. AP
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INDIA forecasts its growth 
will slow to a three-year 
low even before the 
effects of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s cash 
clampdown start to show. 
Gross domestic product 
will grow 7.1 percent in the 
year through March, the 
Statistics Ministry said in a 
statement on Friday. 

PAKISTAN Police say 13 
people have been killed in a 
head-on collision between 
a car and a passenger van 
in the eastern province 
of Punjab. Police official 
Naveed Ahmed said 
yesterday that the car’s 
driver moved into the 
oncoming lane in an attempt 
to pass another vehicle and 
collided with a passenger 
van near the town of 
Suhawa. Ahmed said nine 
people were injured, some 
of them severely.

SAUDI ARABIA said 
police killed the man who 
planned a July attack on 
one of Islam’s holiest sites, 
identifying him as a former 
scholarship student who 
abandoned his studies to 
join the Islamic State group 
in Syria.

SOUTH KOREA A Buddhist 
monk is in critical condition 
after setting himself on fire 
to protest the country’s 
settlement with Japan on 
compensation for wartime 
sex slaves.

RUSSIA For hundreds of 
Muscovites, the fact that the 
temperature had plunged 
to minus-27 Celsius was 
no reason to avoid going 
for a group bicycle ride. 
About 500 cyclists, many 
equipped with fur hats 
and other nonstandard 
gear, held a ride of about 
eight kilometers along the 
Moscow River yesterday as 
the capital shivered through 
a fierce cold snap. 
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BUZZ
THE EnginEEr plEads guilty in illEgal 

aid to China for rEaCtors 
A Chinese-born U.S. nuclear engineer has 

pleaded guilty to helping a state-controlled 
Chinese nuclear energy company build reactors 
in that country using U.S. technology.

The U.S. Department of Justice said Friday 
that 66-year-old Szuhsiung “Allen” Ho pleaded 
guilty to conspiracy to illegally bypass U.S. re-
gulations on production of nuclear materials 
outside the United States.

Ho had dual citizenship in China, where he 

was employed with the China General Nuclear 
Power Company, and the U.S., where he was 
owner and president of Delaware-based Ener-
gy Technology International.

Ho faces up to 10 years in prison and a 
USD250,000 fine. He will be sentenced May 17 
in U.S. District Court in Knoxville.

Court documents say Ho consulted with the 
Department of Energy and was told his work 
fell outside the scope of regulation.

opinion
Views on China 
David Fickling, Bloomberg

Boeing’s Biggest China ConCern 
isn’t a trump trade war

As if it wasn’t bad enough getting into a 
fight with the president-elect over the cost 
of Air Force One, Boeing Co. is facing pro-
blems from the other side of the Pacific.

Beijing is planning to step up scrutiny of 
U.S. companies in the event that Donald 
Trump flips from trash-talking the cost of 
presidential aircraft to taking punitive mea-
sures against Chinese exports to the U.S., 
people familiar with the matter told Bloom-
berg News Friday.

That’s particularly bad news for Boeing 
because its Chinese business is unusually 
vulnerable to retaliatory action from the 
government. The measures could include 
scaling back government purchases or al-
ternatively, investigations by tax, antitrust 
or anti-dumping authorities, the people 
said.

Just eight U.S. companies earned more 
than USD5 billion in revenue from China in 
their last fiscal year. Five of them are semi-
conductor and electronics companies who-
se products are central to China’s high-tech 
manufacturing ambitions. One - Apple Inc. 
- is a consumer business whose demand 
is driven by public taste rather than gover-
nment fiat, while Yum! Brands Inc. has al-
ready spun off its China arm into a separate 
business.

Boeing is in a different (flying) boat. Its 
biggest customers in the country - Air Chi-
na Ltd., China Eastern Airlines Corp., and 
China Southern Airlines Co. - are all sta-
te-controlled. Even private carriers such as 
Hainan Airlines Co. know better than to go 
against the will of the government by orde-
ring aircraft from a company in Beijing’s bad 
books, especially when Airbus SE is offe-
ring comparable aircraft.

There’s a catch, though. While Boeing 
counts highly in the ranks of Chinese reve-
nue earned by U.S. businesses, China isn’t 
such an important part of the planemaker’s 
order book. The 292 undelivered aircraft or-
dered by Chinese airlines and lessors make 
up just 5.5 percent of Boeing’s total outs-
tanding orders - and just 4.4 percent of the 
total at Airbus.

India’s SpiceJet Ltd. is close to finalizing 
an order for 92 Boeing 737s, people fami-
liar with the matter told Anurag Kotoky and 
Julie Johnsson of Bloomberg News Friday, 
about a third the size of China Inc.’s entire 
outstanding order book.

Looked at in those terms, China’s aviation 
sector is only a bit more important to Boeing 
than its biggest customers Southwest Air-
lines Co. and Ryanair Holdings Plc, and 
significantly less important to Airbus than 
InterGlobe Aviation Ltd., known as IndiGo, 
and AirAsia Bhd.

That’s somewhat cold comfort. China’s 
domestic aviation market will still be the 
world’s biggest within 20 years, according 
to Boeing’s 2016-2035 market outlook, ou-
tstripping North America and Europe.

The relatively slender nature of Chinese 
carriers’ order books doesn’t mean there’s 
no demand pending. Rather, it’s a sign that 
the country’s airlines are holding fire until 
Commercial Aircraft Corp. of China Ltd., or 
Comac, starts producing its C919 in compe-
tition with the 737 and A320 in a few years.

In that sense, the trade war Boeing needs 
to fear isn’t just around the corner. It’s al-
ready begun.

David Koenig 

The suspect in a deadly 
shooting at a Florida airport 
used a gun that he had stored 
in his checked luggage, rai-
sing questions about airport 
security and whether safety 
officials need to change the 
current rules.

Esteban Santiago, 26, re-
trieved his gun from his bag 
on the carousel, loaded it in 
a bathroom of the Fort Lau-
derdale-Hollywood Interna-
tional Airport, then emerged 
shooting in the baggage-
claim area Friday, killing five 
people and wounding eight, 
authorities said.

Transportation Security 
Administration rules prohi-
bit guns in carry-on bags, but 
they allow passengers to ship 
guns if they are unloaded, 
put in a hard-sided, locked 
container that only the owner 
has the ability to unlock, and 
placed in a checked bag. Ex-
plosive or flammable ammu-
nition such as gun powder is 
banned, but bullets are legal 
if carried in checked baggage.

That means gun owners 

can’t get to their weapons 
during a flight but can easily 
retrieve and load them after 
claiming their checked bags.

“This guy found a way to 
exploit a weakness in the sys-
tem,” said Henry Harteveldt, 
a travel analyst in San Fran-
cisco.

A ban on shipping guns in 
luggage would hurt law-abi-
ding hunters, he said, “but I 
don’t think the TSA and FAA 
[Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration] can ignore what ha-
ppened. How many airline 
passengers today are worried 
that they are vulnerable?”

This is not the first shoo-
ting using weapons in che-
cked baggage. In 1972, three 
members of the Japanese 
Red Army terror group re-
trieved guns and grenades 
from their bags after landing 
in Tel Aviv, Israel, and killed 
26 people.

“This guy followed the script 
from 1972,” said Jeffrey Price, 
an aviation-security expert 
who teaches at Metropolitan 
State University of Denver.

Price said that banning guns 
in luggage might have preven-

ted Friday’s attack but woul-
dn’t stop a determined killer. 
“What’s to stop him from dri-
ving to the airport, parking his 
car, getting his gun and going 
into the airport and shooting 
people?” Price said.

A TSA spokesman referred 
The Associated Press to the 
agency’s current rules but 
declined to comment further, 
including on whether Fri-
day’s shooting would lead to 
a review of those rules.

The TSA does not track the 
number of guns that passen-
gers place in checked bags, 
but it is not a rare practice. 
Most airlines detail their 
gun-carrying policies on their 
websites. Santiago had flown 
out of Anchorage, Alaska. So 
many hunters from the Lower 
48 visit Alaska that the state’s 
Fish and Game Department 
also describes on its site how 
to travel with guns.

Price noted that passengers 
wishing to check guns must 
declare them and show that 
they are unloaded. He said 
airlines often have the gun 
inspected by TSA officers in 
another part of the airport. 
It’s enough of an inconve-
nience, he said, that he tells 
hunters to mail or use a deli-
very service to ship the gun to 
their destination.

The TSA has been confis-
cating more guns from car-
ry-on bags. Screeners took 
away 2,653 guns in 2015, up 
20 percent from 2014. The 
TSA frequently tweets photos 
of the arsenal that it scoops 
up at checkpoints. AP

Guns in baggage 
questioned after shooting 

Runners in underwear take part in the 3rd Naked Running event in Hangzhou, capital city of east China’s 
Zhejiang Province. Nearly 100 runners participated in the event on Saturday. 
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