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Recent match-fixing sanctions 
and a new case are bringing fresh 
scrutiny to the integrity of tennis 
a year after corruption allegations 
cast a pall over the first Grand 
Slam of the year. 

Match-fixing 
back in 
spotlight

Books: The Lost City of the Monkey God
Movies: Patriots Day

Wine: The Gold Standard
Music: Contest for Bon Jovi Tour

Food & Drink: Cheesier pizzas rescue dairy prices
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DRIVE IN Jake Coyle, AP

Review: in ‘PatRiots Day,’ a 
community DisaRms teRRoRism 
Bombs detonated in the 

center of Boston are di-
sarmed by bonds of family 
and community in Peter 
Berg’s “Patriots Day,” a stir-
ring ode to civic life in the 
age of terrorism.
“Patriots Day,” which re-
creates the 2013 Boston Ma-
rathon and the subsequent 
four-day manhunt, is the 
third in a string of docudra-
mas for Berg, following the 
Navy SEAL drama “Lone 
Survivor” and the recent oil 
rig disaster film “Deepwater 
Horizon.”
In tales of real-life Ameri-
can heroes, Berg has found 

a potent balance of fact and 
fiction, mixing expert bi-
g-budget filmmaking with 
realism. Following the all- 
around disappointment of 
“Battleship,” he has made 
his muscular, masculine ta-
les leaner and truer. In each, 
a skillfully visceral chrono-
logy culminates cathartically 
in moving codas of the real 
people from the movie.
“Patriots Day,” coming just 
over three years after the 
bombing that killed three and 
maimed many, could easily 
seem like typical Hollywood 
exploitation of a tragedy, or, 
on the other side of the coin, 

leader), John Goodman (as 
the Boston police commis-
sioner), J.K. Simmons (as a 
Watertown sergeant) and, in 
one blistering scene, Khandi 
Alexander as a government 
interrogator. The Tsarnaev 
brothers are played by The-
mo Melikidze (as Tamerlan) 
and the especially good Alex 
Wolff (as Dzhokhar) who’s 
presented here as a frivolous, 
foolhardy teenager most con-
cerned with an iPod jack to 
play tunes in the carjacking 
of Chinese student Dun Meng 
(Jimmy O. Yang).
“Patriots Day” has too little 
curiosity for the motives of 

simple-minded rah-rah pa-
triotism.
That it’s neither is due in part 
to the detail of Berg’s many- 
peopled portrait of American 
life. Everyone here is an in-
dividual, a family member, 
someone doing their job. 
The film, from a screenplay 
by Berg, Matt Cook and 
Joshua Zetumer, weaves to-
gether a spectrum of charac-
ters from across the city — 
police detectives to victims 
to the bombers.
While Berg gravitates toward 
tough-guy realms like the ba-
ttlefield and the gridiron, he’s 
most at home in the home. 
His films are grounded in 
quotidian family life, of hus-
bands kissing wives goodbye 
and parents making breakfast 
for their kids. (The tremen-
dous home life of Berg’s TV 
series, “Friday Night Lights,” 
is the best example of this.) 
He has surely made a close 
study of John Ford Westerns 
and their tender lingering on 
the hearth.
Beginning in the hours befo-
re the pressure-cooker bombs 
explode, Berg visits the home 
or workplace of the characters 
he’ll stitch together throu-
ghout the film: newlyweds 
planning to watch the race 
(Rachel Brosnahan and 
Christopher O’Shea), an MIT 
officer (Jake Picking) flirting 
with a student (Lana Condor), 

and others. The final stop is 
the Tsarnaev brothers home, 
which, aside from the jihadist 
video playing, isn’t so diffe-
rent from the others.
The characters are all based 
on real people except for 
one: Boston police Sergeant 
Tommy Saunders (Mark 
Wahlberg, who starred in 
Berg’s last two). He’s a com-
posite invented to connect the 
movie’s many parts, a movie- 
star MacGuffin who happens 
to be there for every plot turn.
His presence isn’t jarring, 
though, in the superlative 
ensemble that includes Ke-
vin Bacon (as the FBI team 

BOOK IT

‘the Lost city of the monkey 
GoD’ by DouGLas PReston 

the bombers; its street-level 
perspective doesn’t go beyond 
Boston. Berg’s film isn’t 
seeking answers; it’s seeking 
solace. “Patriots Day” puts 
forth a vision of a multicul-
tural society that rises up to 
reject the fear of terrorism. Its 
heroes are of all colors, immi-
grants and Southies, alike.

“Patriots Day,” a CBS Films/
Lionsgate release, is rated R by 

the Motion Picture Association of 
America for “violence, realisti-

cally graphic injury images, lan-
guage throughout and some drug 
use.” Running time: 133 minutes. 

Standing from left: Kevin Bacon, Mark Wahlberg and John Goodman appear in a scene from 
“Patriots Day”
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To pigeonhole Douglas Pres-
ton a true-crime author is 

a gross understatement of his 
skills as a writer. Yes, his many 
best-sellers with Lincoln Child 
are fun, suspenseful romps chro-
nicling the adventures of an FBI 
agent. But he’s also an extre-
mely capable investigator who, 
along with Italian journalist Ma-
rio Spezi wrote 2008’s fabulous 
“The Monster of Florence: A 
True Story,” a spellbinding work 
of nonfiction about a series of 
grisly murders in Tuscany.
This time, the subject matter is 
equally compelling — an ancient 
and sacred city in Honduras 
known as the White City or the 
Lost City of the Monkey God. 
For generations, indigenous peo-
ple passed along stories of an-
caestors who fled there to escape 
Spanish invaders and that anyo-
ne who enters would get sick and 
die.
In 2012, Preston joined a group 
of scientists, archaeologists, 
photographers and film produ-
cers who traveled to La Mosqui-
tia, an unexplored and dangerous 
region of Central American jun-
gle. They faced floods, moun-
tains, jaguars, deadly snakes, 

disease-carrying insects and 
other inherent challenges. 
They brought along a new pie-
ce of NASA-owned laser te-
chnology known as LIDAR or 
Light Detection and Ranging, 
which confirmed a sprawling 
metropolis inhabited around 
the same time as the Mayan ci-
vilization in modern-day Me-
xico. Their intent was to map 
the city as well as explore and 
protect its rumored riches.
Preston unspools the history of 
the White City, the expedition 

and the journey itself in de-
tail — sometimes in too much 
detail. The book originated as 
an article in National Geogra-
phic and it may have been a 
better story if kept restrained 
to magazine size. Lengthy 
discussions of scientific equi-
pment, aircraft, landing zones 
and, later, infectious diseases, 
while fascinating on their own, 
feel somewhat superfluous and 
ill-placed.
The latter especially — an in-
depth history of smallpox and 
other deadly diseases that sys-
tematically wiped out indige-
nous peoples — was a compe-
lling read, but its contribution 
at the end of this book felt out 
of place.
It’s possible that part of the 
dissatisfaction at the conclu-
sion of this tale was rooted 
in the dissatisfaction in the 
expedition itself. While a re-
markably important scientific 
discovery, the team’s chief 
archaeologist decreed nothing 
could be excavated from the 
site at the time, which feels 
anticlimactic to the general 
public — and readers.

Kim Curtis, AP

contest wiLL Pick oPeninG 
acts foR bon Jovi touR  
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Mark Wahlberg appears in a scene from “Patriots Day” 
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Who says you can’t 
open for Bon 

Jovi?
The New Jersey-ba-
sed platinum-selling 
rockers are holding a 
contest to choose bands 
or singers to open for 
their upcoming tour.
Artists will upload vi-
deos of themselves per-
forming original mu-
sic, and concert promo-
ters Live Nation will 
select 10 finalists.

Bon Jovi management will then pick winners from the finalists to perform 20-minute 
sets.
“Every great band starts small and builds their rep one show at a time,” Jon Bon Jovi 
said Tuesday in a statement on the band’s website announcing the contest. “That’s the 
opportunity we were given, and now we want to pay it forward. If you’re ready for the 
arena stage, submit your audition tapes and join us in playing for the best audiences in 
rock music.”
Formed in Sayreville, New Jersey, the fledgling Bon Jovi landed opening act gigs with 
some of the biggest names in music at the time, including ZZ Top in 1983, and the 
Scorpions, Kiss and Ted Nugent in 1984, exposing them to millions of new fans.
The band will begin its “This House Is Not For Sale” tour Feb. 8 in Greenville, South 
Carolina. The last listed tour date is April 11 in Toronto, but additional dates are ex-
pected to be announced.
Entries will be judged on entertainment value, creativity and originality. No-nos in-
clude profanity, nudity, violence, drug or alcohol use, commercial endorsements of 
products, and disparagement of any group of people.
In addition to performing live, the winners will be featured on the Bon Jovi and Live 
Nation Facebook pages.

Wayne Parry, AP
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NEWS OF THE WORLD

For Rafael Nadal and the other 
stars of tennis, there’s a fa-
miliar ring to the questions 

being raised as the first ball is about 
to be struck at the Australian Open.
Recent match-fixing sanctions and 
a new case are bringing fresh scru-
tiny to the integrity of the sport a 
year after corruption allegations 
cast a pall over the first Grand Slam 
of the year.
“[It’s] obviously negative, always in 
the first month of the season starts 
to happen,” Nadal said at the sea-
son-opening Brisbane International. 
“You get tired about this kind of stu-
ff, but the most important thing is 
fight against these kinds of things.”
The headlines started appearing 
early in the new year. On Jan. 
5, police in Australia charged an 
18-year-old player with a match-
fixing offense at a lower-tier tour-
nament last October in Traralgon, 
near Melbourne.
Days later, another Australian 
player, Nick Lindahl, now retired but 
once ranked in the top 200, was han-
ded a seven-year ban and USD35,000 
fine from the Tennis Integrity Unit 
(TIU) for offering to throw a match 
at a minor tournament in the city of 
Toowoomba in 2013.
Lindahl had already been fined af-
ter a criminal trial. Two other Aus-
tralian players received lesser pu-
nishments in connection with the 
incident.
While Traralgon and Toowoomba 
are far removed from the glitte-
ring lights of Melbourne Park, the 
timing of the developments was 
troubling nonetheless.
Last season began similarly beneath 
a cloud of suspicion after a report by 
BBC and Buzzfeed alleged that tennis 
authorities had suppressed evidence 
of match-fixing and failed to investi-

Justin Bergman, AP

Match-fixing back in spotlight 
on eve of first Grand Slam 

gate possible cases of corruption. The 
reports went over old ground, but the 
timing and the headlines oversha-
dowed the tournament.
“I haven’t heard anything [about 
match-fixing] since last year’s Aus-
tralian Open,” German player Mis-
cha Zverev told The Associated 
Press last week in Brisbane. “I think 
it was funny timing. [...] Like the 
day before the Oscars, they’re going 
to bring something up to make so-
mebody not win it, or win it.”
Since then, tennis leaders have 
gone into overdrive to restore con-
fidence in the sport. An indepen-
dent panel was created to review 
the TIU, the internal body tasked 
with combating corruption, and au-
thorities promised to implement all 

of its recommendations when it is 
completed this spring.
The TIU also took separate steps 
to strengthen its monitoring and 
investigation efforts, develop new 
anti-corruption education pro-
grams for players, and improve the 
transparency of its operations.
In an email statement to The AP, 
the agency said nine players and 
officials were sanctioned last year 
for match-fixing — the most for a 
single year since the unit was esta-
blished in 2008. Several were ban-
ned for life, including a young Sou-
th African player and four officials 
from Turkey and Uzbekistan.
The unit also expanded its outreach 
efforts with betting operators and 
regulators, leading to increased re-
porting of suspicious wagers.
In 2016, the TIU received 292 bet-
ting alerts — an 18 percent increa-
se over the previous year. The vast 
majority of those came from the 
Challenger and Futures circuits on 
the men’s tour, considered the most 
at-risk for match-fixing given the 
lower likelihood of detection and 
the smaller earnings of the players. 
However, the TIU said three aler-
ts were generated at Grand Slam 
events, as well.
The agency was quick to note, 
though, that an alert isn’t necessa-
rily proof of match-fixing. Of the 
more than 114,000 matches played 
last year on the professional tours, 
only 0.2 percent triggered a suspi-
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ATP chairman Chris Kermode (center) with Nigel Willerton (right) head of the Tennis Integrity Unit and ATP Vice Chairman Mark Young, speaks during a press conference at the Australian Open tennis championships 

 Bets can be 
placed during 
matches in 
real time on 
everything from 
total points 
won in a game 
to whether a 
set goes to a 
tiebreak

cious betting alert.
“Tennis was one of the first major 
sports to recognize the potential 
threat of betting-related corruption 
and do something about it,” the TIU 
said. “It will be for the independent 
review panel to take a view on the 
conduct and effectiveness of the 
unit and to put forward recom-
mendations to improve the current 
structure and approach.”
Whatever the investigators recom-
mend, the fact remains the TIU fa-
ces an uphill battle.
Technology has shifted the gam-
bling landscape in such a way, it’s 
increasingly difficult for monitors 
to keep up. In tennis, wagers aren’t 
just placed on who wins or loses; 
bets can be placed during matches 
in real time on everything from to-
tal points won in a game to whether 
a set goes to a tiebreak.
“We’re talking individual player 
activities here,” said Hans Wester-
beek, dean of the College of Sport 
and Exercise Science at Victoria 
University in Melbourne, Australia. 
“It’s much easier to get into a situa-
tion where you approach individual 
players to do things that can be, if 
done well, quite well hidden from it 
being suspicious.”
He likens it to the ongoing battle 
against performance-enhancing dru-
gs. “You’re always struggling to keep 
up with the innovations that a better- 
resourced front of gambling opera-
tors, legal or illegal, will have availa-

ble to advance their technology.”
Ryan Rodenberg, an associate pro-
fessor of forensic sports law analy-
tics at Florida State University, says 
this is one reason a more sophisti-
cated approach is critically needed. 
He recommends an internal moni-
toring system that analyzes each 
match for suspicious activity in real 
time, rather than relying solely on 
betting alerts.
“A robust betting data-monitoring 
operation would have both in-hou-
se capabilities and a number of 
collaborative information sharing 
agreements with third parties such 
as sportsbooks, private monitoring 
firms or academics,” he said. “Any-
thing less is sub-optimal.”
With a limited budget of just $3.23 
million for 2017, however, there is 
only so much the TIU can do.
As such, preventative measures 
such as education have become a 
priority. More than 25,000 players 
and officials have completed the 
TIU’s online anti-corruption 
training program, and a new ver-
sion will be launched that players 
will be required to complete every 
two years.
“Educating players who are up
-and-coming and those who su-
pport those players is a very good, 
positive and necessary thing to do,” 
Westerbeek says. “Because the root 
of the problem is [...] people not 
really [understanding] they’re en-
gaging in criminal activity.” 
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WORLD OF BACCHUS Jacky I.F. Cheong

With approximately 120,000ha 
under vine, Bordeaux is quadruple 
the size of its great rival Burgun-
dy, or indeed equivalent to all 
German wine regions put together. 
Comprising some 10,000 pro-
ducers and just under 60 AOCs, 
Bordeaux is the single largest 
producer of AOC wines in France; 
indeed, the overwhelming majori-
ty of Bordeaux wines are produ-
ced at AOC level.
Bordeaux may account for me-
rely 1.5 percent of all vineyards 
worldwide, but for the past two 
centuries at least, it has been the 
undisputed epicentre in the world 
of fine wine, or the gold standard 
in the world of wine trade. No 
other wine region on earth has a 
trade structure as comprehensive 
as Bordeaux’s, or recognition as 
far-reaching as Bordeaux’s. The 
bigger, more established châteaux 
tend to sell their produce via the 
130-odd courtiers (brokers), who 
in turn sell the wines to the 400 
or so négociants (merchants), then 
on to the importers and retailers 
around the world, whether with or 
without further broking and tra-
ding in Bordeaux, London, Singa-
pore, Hong Kong or Tokyo.
Not all Bordeaux wines change 

hands multiple times; in fact, 
most do not. Those that do are 
almost invariably the classified 
growths. With costs and markups 
added each step along the way, it 
is hard to imagine how these big 
names could remain price-compe-
titive, but for the wine critics and 
their ratings that seem to create 
the notion of price-quality ratio, 
wherein points scored equal qua-
lity. In new or emerging markets 
which do not themselves have a 
long-established wine culture, 
Bordeaux’s finest certainly hold 
sway, not least because of Bor-
deaux’s various classification 
systems established since the mid-
19th century.
Beginning with the Médoc Classi-
fication of 1855 and the Sauternes 
and Barsac Classification of 1855 
(which have never been and are 
unlikely to ever be reviewed), 
Bordeaux added the Cru Bour-
geois Classification of 1932, the 
Saint-Émilion Classification of 
1955 (reviewed roughly once 
every decade, the latest in 2012), 
the Graves Classification of 1959 
(which has never been and is un-
likely to ever be reviewed) and 
finally the Médoc Crus Artisans 
Classification of 2006.

Jacky I.F. Cheong is a legal professional by day and columnist by night. Having spent his formative years 
in Britain, France, and Germany, he regularly writes about wine, fine arts, classical music, and politics in 

several languages

The Gold Standard

cantonese

GRanD imPeRiaL couRt
5pm – 12midnight
T: 8802 2539
Level 2, MGM MACAU

imPeRiaL couRt 
Monday - Friday
11am - 3pm / 6pm - 11pm
Saturday, Sunday & Public Holidays
10am - 3pm / 3pm - 11pm 
T: 8802 2361
VIP Hotel Lobby, MGM MACAU

beiJinG kitchen
Level 1, Grand Hyatt Macau
Opening Hours
11:30am – 24:00

kam Lai heen
Grand Lapa, Macau
956-1110 Avenida da  Amizade, 2/F
T: 8793 3821
11:00 - 15:00 / 18:00 – 22:00
(Close on Tuesday)

shanGhai min
Level 1, The Shops at The Boulevard
Opening Hours
11:00 – 15:00; 18:00 - 22:30

 
shanGhai
cataLPa GaRDen
Mon - Sunday
11:00 - 15:00 / 17:30 - 23:00
Hotel Royal, 2-4
Estrada da Vitoria
T: 28552222

RESTAURANTS fRench

aux beaux aRts
Monday – Friday
6pm – 12midnight
Saturday – Sunday
11am – 12midnight
T: 8802 2319
Grande Praça, MGM MACAU

GLobaL
haRD Rock cafe
Level 2, Hard Rock Hotel
Opening Hours
Monday to Sunday : 11:00 - 02:00
Sunday : 10:00 - 02:00

café beLa vista
Grand Lapa, Macau
956-1110 Avenida da Amizade, 2/F
T: 87933871
Mon -Thurs
06:30 – 15:00 / 6:00 – 22:00
Fri – Sunday
06:30 – 22:00

mezza9 macau
Level 3, Grand Hyatt Macau
Opening Hours
Dinner: 5:30 – 11:00

viDa Rica (RestauRant)
2/F, Avenida Dr Sun Yat Sen, NAPE
T:  8805 8918
Mon - Sunday
6:30 – 14:30 / 18:00 – 23:00

moRton’s of chicaGo 
The Venetian(r) Macao-Resort-Hotel 
Taipa, Macau 
T:853 8117 5000 
mortons.com
• Bar 
Open daily at 3pm 
• Dining Room 
Monday - Saturday: 13:00 - 23:00 
Sunday: 17:00 - 22:00

aba baR
5pm – 12midnight
T: 8802 2319
Grande Praça, MGM MACAU

PastRy baR
10am – 8pm 
T: 8802 2324
Level 1, MGM MACAU

Rossio
7am – 11pm 
T: 8802 2372
Grande Praça, MGM MACAU

squaRe eiGht
24 hours
T: 8802 2389
Level 1, MGM MACAU

itaLian
La GonDoLa
Mon - Sunday
11:00am – 11:00pm
Praia de Cheoc Van, Coloane, 
next to swimming  pool
T: 2888 0156

PoRtofino
Casino Level1, Shop 1039,
The Venetian Macao
TEL: +853 8118 9950

afRikana
Monday to Sunday
6:00pm – 3:00am
Location : AfriKana, Macau Fisherman’s Wharf
Telephone Number : (853) 8299 3678

baRs & Pubs

38 LounGe
Altrira Macau,
Avenida de Kwong Tung, 38/F Taipa
Sun-Thu: 13:00 – 02:00
Fri, Sat and Eve of public holiday: 
15:00 – 03:00

R baR
Level 1, Hard Rock Hotel
Opening Hours
Sun to Thu:
11:00 – 23:00
Fri & Sat:
11:00 – 24:00

beLLini LounGe
Casino Level 1, Shop 1041,
The Venetian Macao
CONTACT US:
Tel: +853 8118 9940
Daily: 16:00 - 04:00

D2
Macau Fisherman's Wharf
Edf. New Orleans III
Macau

viDa Rica baR
2/F, Avenida Dr. Sun Yat Sen, NAPE
T: 8805 8928
Monday to Thusday: 12:00 – 00:00
Friday: 12:00 – 01:00
Saturday: 14:00 – 01:00
Sunday:  14:00 – 00:00

vasco
Grand Lapa, Macau
956-1110 Avenida da Amizade, 2/F
T: 8793 3831
Monday to Thursday: 18:30 – 12:00
Friday to Saturday: 18:00 – 02:00
Sunday: 18:00 – 24:00

JaPanese
shinJi by kanesaka
Level 1, Crown Towers
Lunch 12:00 - 15:00
Dinner 18:00 - 23:00
Closed on
Tuesday (Lunch and Dinner)
Wednesday (Lunch)

asian Pacific
asia kitchen
Level 2, SOHO at City of Dreams
Opening Hours
11:00 – 23:00

GoLDen PaviLion
Level 1, Casino at City of Dreams
Opening Hours
24 Hours

GoLDen Peacock
Casino Level1, Shop 1037,
The Venetian Macao
TEL: +853 8118 9696
Monday - Sunday:
11:00 - 23:00

PoRtuGuese
cLube miLitaR
975 Avenida da Praia Grande
T: 2871 4000
12:30 – 15:00 / 19:00 – 23:00

feRnanDo’s
9 Praia de Hac Sa, Coloane
T: 2888 2264
12:00 – 21:30

thai

naam
Grand Lapa, Macau
956-1110  Avenida da Amizade, The Resort
T: 8793 4818
12:00 – 14:30 / 18:30 – 22:30 
(Close on Mondays)

Château Batailley 1996

A 5ème Grand Cru Classé from Pauillac. 
Dark garnet with auburn-chestnut rim, the 
enchanting nose presents prune, cassis confit, 
nutmeg, caffè mocha, cigar box and leather. 
With silky tannins and generous acidity, the 
intricate palate supplies black cherry, dam-
son, spice box, coffea arabica, dark chocolate 
and forest mushroom. Medium-full bodied 
at 12.5 percent, the rounded entry persists 
through a chiselled mid-palate, leading to a 
spiced finish.

Château du tertre 2003

A 5ème Grand Cru Classé from Mar-
gaux. Bright garnet with bright cardi-
nal-ruby rim, the alluring nose offers 
blueberry, mulberry, sous bois, camphor 
and pencil shaving. With velvety tannins 
and animated acidity, the poised palate 
delivers red cherry, plum, black olive, ca-
ffè espresso and crushed rock. Medium-  
bodied at 13 percent, the suave entry 
continues through a nuanced mid-palate, 
leading to a lingering finish.
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FOOD & BEVERAGE Megan Durisin,  Bloomberg

CHEESIER PIZZAS RESCUE DAIRY PRICES 
AS AMERICANS DRINK LESS MILK

Americans love their cheese, but 
maybe not as much as dairy 

farmers do.
Even after people cut back on milk 
use for decades - a consequence of 
more drink options including juices, 
sodas and sports drinks - U.S. cows 
are producing the most ever. While 
the glut has eroded dairy income, the 
industry is getting a jolt from demand 
for high-fat byproducts that have gi-
ven the world creations like the Gril-
led Cheese Stuffed Crust Pizza and 
led McDonald’s Corp. to start using 
butter on its Egg McMuffins rather 
than margarine.
The jump in total domestic cheese 
consumption over the past two years 
was the biggest since 2000, with 
Americans eating the most on average 
since the government began tracking 
the data in 1975. Butter demand 
also advanced, and more gains are 
expected this year. The sales surge is 
helping to boost slumping U.S. milk 
prices at a time when surpluses forced 
production cutbacks in most of the 
world’s major exporters.
“We’re just seeing a greater trend 
toward cheese consumption in peo-
ple’s everyday diets,” said Matt Ma-
ttke, director of the Market360 Dairy 
advisory team at Stewart-Peterson 
Group in West Bend, Wisconsin. 

“With the beverage market, there’s a 
lot more choices. But you can’t repla-
ce cheese on a pizza.”
Total domestic consumption of fluid 
milk has tumbled for six straight 
years and is forecast to drop again in 
2017, the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture said in a report last month. 
Americans on average are drinking 
about 70 kilograms each annually, 
down by one-third from 1980. At 
the same time, production touched a 
record for a seventh straight year and 
probably will surge this year, the go-
vernment said.
Some of that gap is being made up by 
domestic cheese consumption, which 
reached a record 5.35 million metric 
tons in 2016, up 7.6 percent from two 
years earlier, the USDA said. Ameri-
cans on average are eating 35 pounds 
each annually, or twice the amount 
in 1980. Butter use was an all-time 
high of 870,000 tons last year and is 
forecast to jump 8 percent in 2017, 
the government said.
Sales at pizza chains have bucked a 
slump across the restaurant industry, 
as consumers embrace cheap, easy-
to-get food. Pizza Hut, a unit of Yum! 
Brands Inc., launched a Grilled Chee-
se Stuffed Crust Pizza in September, 
with cheddar and mozzarella baked 
into a butter-topped edge. A new pan 

pizza from Papa John’s Internatio-
nal Inc. - already laden with cheese 
baked on top - features more sprink-
led to the edge of the crust.
Even among carbohydrate-avoiding 
consumers who eschew bread, 
unprocessed fats like butter are 
seeing renewed appeal because they 
are now viewed as more healthy, 
Credit Suisse Research Institute said 
in a 2015 report. Global demand for 
fats will rise 43 percent by 2030, fue-
led by increased shifts toward dairy, 
eggs and red meat. The National 
Restaurant Association forecasts “ar-
tisan cheeses” among the top trends 
in 2017.
“There’s been a shift in sentiment 
around milk fat, and it’s not just one 
category - high-fat yogurts to sour 
cream to whole milk,” Tom Bailey, 
New York-based senior dairy analyst 
for Rabobank. “When you start to 
tally all this up, we’re left with less 
fat to go around in general, relative to 
how demand is growing. It’s kind of 
left us a little tight considering how 
much milk supply we have.”
That’s helped to revive prices. After 
touching a six-year low in May, class 
III milk futures, the variety used for 
making cheese, ended last month at 
USD17.39 per 100 pounds on the 
Chicago Mercantile Exchange, a 26 

percent gain for the year. The January 
contract closed on Tuesday at $16.80. 
The USDA forecasts farmers will see 
a 7.1 percent increase in what they 
are paid for milk in 2017, and cheese 
prices will reach to a three-year high.
The price is “not in a raging bull 
market,” said Eric Meyer, president of 
HighGround Dairy in Chicago. “But 
it’s much higher than we would have 
expected given the domestic funda-
mentals.”
The rally is helping to improve pros-
pects for the U.S. industry, especially 
for dairy operations that saw average 
cash income drop to a six-year low in 
2016, government data show. Shares 
of Dallas-based Dean Foods Co., the 
largest U.S. dairy processor, are near 
a three-year high.

Even with the improved demand, 
supplies remain ample. The U.S. had 
1.2 billion pounds of cheese in chilled 
inventory at the end of November, 
the most for the time of year in three 
decades, government data show. Cash 
receipts from dairy products last year 
probably fell to $33.9 billion, and the 
USDA stepped in to buy $20 million 
of cheese in August to help stem far-
mer losses.
American dairy exporters may lose 
some sales with the dollar near a 
13-year high against the euro, and a 
rebound in international prices may 
mean more competition for market 
share, according to the USDA.
“The tide is changing,” said Nate 
Donnay, INTL FCStone’s director of 
dairy market insight. “We’re working 
through this contraction driven by 
low prices in early 2016. The story for 
2017 is going to be how quickly the 
milk supply in other countries turns 
around to growth.”
For now, U.S. supplies will be 
“inevitably” be needed to fill global 
shortfalls of cheese and butter in 2017 
because others don’t have surpluses, 
Rabobank said in a December report. 
Stronger economic growth also may 
boost domestic sales, as consumers 
are more willing to splurge on special-
ty products, the bank said.
“We’ve had two solid years in a row 
of increases in domestic consump-
tion,” said Mattke at Stewart-Peter-
son. “The focus has been so much on 
the supply side that the whole other 
part of the equation has been totally 
overlooked.”
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There’s been 
a shift in 
sentiment 
around milk fat, 
and it’s not just 
one category - 
high-fat yogurts 
to sour cream 
to whole milk.

TOM BAILEY 
SENIOR DAIRY ANALYST
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WHAT’S ON ...

monDay (Jan 16)
16th MaCau City Fringe Festival: Five 
WoMen - Khen (netherlands & Mainland 
China) 
It is a story between five dear friends, five 
women. About their unspoken words, they 
kept secrets and repressed emotions towards 
themselves and each other. What seems to be 
just another happy social gathering turns out to 
be a truthful revealing of their emotions.
Dutch choreographer Kevin Polak, along with 
five dancers, tells the story of a shattered 
birthday cake and erupted blast.

tiMe: 8pm 
date: January 16-17, 2017
venue: Macau Art Garden
adMission: MOP100 (Children Package)
enquiries: (853) 2836 6866
http://www.icm.gov.mo/en 
tiCKeting enquiries: (853) 2855 5555  
http://www.macauticket.com

tuesDay (Jan 17)
16th MaCau City Fringe Festival: give it 
a shot series: i Met Cats

It is like playing hide-and-seek. 
Cora Si is definitely a cat lover. For her, cats are 
even more important than family and lovers. I 
Met Cats is an extension of her work I am Your 
Everything, which illustrates the movements of 
cats with the use of body language and videos. 
Through her close observation of cats, we will re-
realize the purity and the nature of a relationship.

tiMe: 8pm 
date: January 17-18, 2017
venue: Garden of Sir Robert Ho Tung Library
adMission: MOP 50
enquiries: (853) 2836 6866
http://www.icm.gov.mo/en 
tiCKeting enquiries: (853) 2855 5555  
http://www.macauticket.com

tomoRRow (Jan 14)
Beethoven and his transition

The two classics of Beethoven mark the turning 
point in the compositional career of the “Saint 
of Musicˮ. Reflecting a shift in his musical style 
from traditional classicism to romanticism, 
these works stimulated the emergence of many 
new musical forms and structures, offering 
a completely different orientation for music 
development.

tiMe: 8pm
venue: Dom Pedro V Theatre
adMission: MOP100, MOP120 
enquiries: (853) 2853 0782 
organize: Macau Orchestra 
http://www.icm.gov.mo/om

sunDay (Jan 15)
16th MaCau City Fringe Festival: a 
little Bird lost its Way - Big Mouse 
Kids draMa group 

Local stores are replaced by convenience 
stores while traditional brands are turned into 
new shops. This dynamic city confuses us. Let 
us listen closely to the sounds of nature and 
take the stray bird home.
By playing games and making handicrafts, 
children will experience changes of environment 
and realize the close relationship between 
nature and human beings.

tiMe: 2pm, 4pm & 6pm 
venue: Old Court Building
adMission: MOP100 (Children Package)
enquiries: (853) 2836 6866
http://www.icm.gov.mo/en 
tiCKeting enquiries: (853) 2855 5555  
http://www.macauticket.com

toDay (Jan 13)
hong Kong Ballet “the nutCraCKer”
The new year is up for a fresh start with an all-
time adventure for families and dance lovers. 
Still buzzing with the season’s festive emotions, 
the Hong Kong Ballet is transporting us to the 
heart-warming atmosphere of The Nutcracker, 
a classical ballet with a snowy magical 
touch, filled with the glittering anticipation of 
unwrapping a gift.

tiMe: 7:30pm (January 13-14)
          5:30pm (January 15)
venue: Macau Cultural Centre, Avenida Xian 
Xing Hai s/n, Nape  
adMission: MOP150, MOP200, MOP250, 
MOP300
enquiries: (853) 2870 0699
http:// www.ccm.gov.mo  
tiCKeting enquiries: (853) 2855 5555  
http://www.macauticket.com

16th MaCau City Fringe Festival: night 
– Cirolando (portugal)
"Night" is part of a cycle of intimate projects, which 
encourages us to question our languages and 
aesthetics and to search for other ways. It is another 
step into the dark territories in pursuit of new clarities.  
In this performance, there is a trio of men and an 
intensely physical and emotional dance, in dialogue 
with live music manipulated by a DJ. 

tiMe: 7:15pm (January 13-14)
venue: Old Court Building
adMission: MOP50
enquiries: (853) 2836 6866
http://www.icm.gov.mo/en 
tiCKeting enquiries: (853) 2855 5555  
http://www.macauticket.com
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weDnesDay (Jan 18)
16th MaCau City Fringe Festival: 
teapot storM 2017
It is a connection of theatre performance and 
social movement: not only to be aware of it, but 
also to take action and think about it.
In this performance, theatre is the metaphor of 
“a field of fighting for rights”. With the selected 
current social affairs in Asia, this work explores 
the relationships between “an individual and the 
community” via multiple interactions between 
characters and audience.

tiMe: 8pm 
date: January 17-18, 2017
venue: Old Court Building, 2nd floor
adMission: MOP 50
enquiries: (853) 2836 6866
http://www.icm.gov.mo/en 
tiCKeting enquiries: (853) 2855 5555  
http://www.macauticket.com

thuRsDay (Jan 19)
leong Wan si art exhiBition

Young local artist Leong Wan Si established her 
credentials in a resounding manner by winning 
the prize for the 2008 Macau Annual Visual Arts 
Exhibition. In "Destiny is a Matter of Choice 
for Yourself - Leong Wan Si Art Exhibition", her 
works seek to employ the metaphor of strong 
contrasts to express the joys and inevitable 
sorrows of life. Leong conjectures that even 
if the road ahead is full of thorns, humankind 
should face it with optimism as our desire for 
happiness lies very much in our own hands.

tiMe: 11am-6pm (Closed on Mondays, open on 
public holidays)  
until: February 2, 2017
venue: 10 Fantasia - A Creative Industries 
Incubator, Calçada da Igreja de S. Lázaro, 
no.10 
adMission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 2835 4582 
http://www.10fantasia.com
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