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PRISON INITIALLY SLATED TO OPEN IN 2014

Inauguration
date unknown

PAULO BARBOSA

AP PHOTO

MALLI A suicide
bomber in an
explosives-laden
vehicle attacked a
camp in northern
Mali yesterday, killing
more than 50 people
and wounding more
than 100 soldiers and
former fighters now
trying to stabilize the
region. While there
was no immediate
claim of responsibility,
suspicion quickly

fell on the Islamic
extremist groups
operating in the area.

CAMBODIA’s exiled
opposition leader

is facing two new
defamation lawsuits
stemming from a
Facebook post that
accused Prime Minister
Hun Sen of offering
a young political
operative USD1
million to attack the
opposition.
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MALAYSIA’s foreign
minister says the
Organization of
Islamic Cooperation is
expected to call for a
halt to violence against
Myanmar’s Rohingya
Muslim minority and
for the safe return of
refugees. Malaysia

is hosting a meeting

of the organization in
Kuala Lumpur today to
discuss the crisis.

THAILAND Police say
they have arrested a
Czech man in Phuket

wemmes. - MGTQ: More people visited Macau

=== in 2016 but they spent less ..
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Continuation of delays on
Ka Ho prison’s construction

Lynzy Valles

HE long-delayed Ka Ho

prison is expected to
commence operations within
five years’ time.

Cheng Fong Meng, direc-
tor of Correctional Services
Bureau, admitted that there
are still no concrete dates on
when the new prison would
open its doors.

The second phase of cons-
truction commenced last
year and Cheng told the press
that it has been running ac-
cording to the expected sche-
dule.

The director indicates that
the second phase should be
concluded in 2018.

Since the contract was first
signed in 2010, the prison

The Ka Ho prison is currently under
construction

A delegation made
up of former NBA star
Zack Jones and other
basketball players from
Germany visited seve-
ral local schools and a
Christian organization

construction has faced se-
veral delays and missed its
original completion date of
2014.

The new facility — which will
expand the current prison’s
capacity of 1,500 inmates
to over 2,700 — commenced
construction in August 2010.

“We need to reinforce com-
munication with related au-
thorities. We want to conclu-
de [the prison construction]
as soon as possible and start
to operate,” Cheng told the
press on the sidelines of the
Macau Prison’s (EPM) an-
nual Chinese New Year party.

However, when questioned
whether the delayed project
would function by 2019, the
director admitted that they
do not have a concrete fore-
cast for its opening.

He explained that the pri-
son is still subject to public
tenders and unpredictable
factors which means that he
is unable provide a timeline
for completion.

The director noted, howe-
ver, that 2019 is the deadline
for the finalized construction
of the first two phases.

The third and fourth phases
of the construction involve
the possibility for alterations
that may be required in addi-
tion to establishing an elec-
tric supply.

Meanwhile, the director did
not disclose the project’s bu-
dget, noting that he did not
have the relevant informa-
tion with him.

Cheng Fong Meng

According to media reports,
the Land, Public Works and
Transport Bureau (DSSOPT)
indicated that the amount
granted for the first phase of

the new prison was MOP130
million.
The second phase has an
estimated cost of MOP1.1
billion.

Cheng also suggested that
the estimated population of
the current prison would in-
crease to some 1,500 priso-
ners this year.

Currently EPM accommo-
dates 1,271 convicted and
remand inmates — of which
30.5 percent and 42.8 per-
cent are from Macau and
mainland China respectively.
Drug-related offences ac-
count for the highest number
of inmates.

The prison’s annual Chine-
se New Year (CNY) Party for
inmates, held yesterday, was
organized by the Correctio-
nal Services Bureau and Ca-
ritas Macau.

The event was held in the
playground within the Male
Detention Zone.

Around 130 inmates en-
tertained guests in perfor-
mances such as a lion dance,
martial arts, magic tricks and
singing.

The bureau hoped that such
activities would allow inma-
tes to develop strong deter-
mination for self-reform.

The CNY party will be held
for three consecutive days.
Inmates are arranged to at-
tend in five groups.

Dog maltreatment by PJ officer
‘not a serious crime’

PEAKING on the sidelines of the event, Se-

cretary for Security Wong Sio Chak indicated
that he was saddened by the maltreatment of a
dog by a Judiciary Police (PJ) officer.

In an uploaded video currently circulating on
social media, a man is shown to be throwing and
continuously spanking the dog.

The secretary stressed that the Public Security
Police is still in the preliminary stage of investi-
gating the case and would handle the case accor-

Ex-NBA player visits
students at local schools

dingly.

However, Wong argued that the PJ officer mi-
ght have been stressed from work, which led to
such actions.

“I feel sorry about the situation and this should
not have happened,” he said .

Wong added that the PJ officer did not commit

in the region recently.
Organized by the You-
ng Men’s Christian
Association (YMCA)
Macau, Jones was gi-
ven the opportunity
during the two-day
visit to share his per-
sonal story about the
challenges he experien-
ced on the court to be-
come an NBA player.
He told students that

despite being cut three
times in two different
continents within one
and a half month, he
continued on to finally
become an NBA player,
according to a press
release issued by the
YMCA.

A team made up
of three Dbasketball
players visiting from
Munich, Germany, and

YMCA members from
Hong Kong and Macau
played games against
local school teams.

Through this expe-
rience, the local stu-
dent players were given
the opportunity to play
against professionals
and hear the former
NBA player’s story.

This two-day event
had a total of over

1,000 participants, in-
cluding students and
teachers from Macau
Baptist College, Sheng

Kung Hui Choi Kou
School, and Christian
Sheun Tao Church

Hong Kong & Macau
District Union Associa-
tion.

Jones, together with
his wife and the German
basketball players, will

continue sharing their
inspirational speeches

a “serious crime.”
“According to the law, that kind of behavior
doesn’t constitute a serious crime,” said Wong.

tball exchange in
mainland China later
this week.

and carry out a baske-
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MGTO head Helena de Senna Fernandes

Renato Marques

master plan for the
tourism sector will
be concluded in
July 2017, informed
the Macau Government Tou-
rism Office (MGTO) director
Helena de Senna Fernandes

during the bureau’s annual
press conference held yes-
terday morning at the Macau
Tower.

“This year our major project
is to evaluate and finalize the
Macau Tourism Industry De-
velopment Master Plan. We
have been talking with seve-

Tourism Master Plan to
be concluded in July

ral stakeholders about cer-
tain projects so we can finali-
ze [it]. [This should happen]
around July,” said Fernandes
at the press conference that
MGTO organizes yearly to
announce relevant develop-
ments and results achieved
during the previous year, as
well as inform about the Of-
fice’s plan for the year ahead.

Regarding the year of 2017,
the head of MGTO empha-
sized the centrality of com-
pleting the Tourism Master
Plan.

The document outlines four
main focal points to be ad-
dressed in order to meet the
tourism development goals
set out in the MSAR’s Fi-
ve-Year Development Plan
(2016 — 2020): develop a di-
versity of tourism products,
evaluate event effectiveness
and initiate new projects;
enhance industry service
quality and optimize indus-
try incentive system; un-
leash synergistic effects and

Year closes with more visitors but less spending

OLLOWING an evaluation of the tourism
sector in 2016, the director of the Macao Go-
vernment Tourism Office (MGTO), Maria Helena
de Senna Fernandes, acknowledged that the year
brought another record in terms of visitor arrivals.
According to preliminary figures, this figures rea-

ched a total of 30.95 million.

Fernandes mentioned that from this total,
million arrive from Greater China markets, a figure
that equaled 2015. Growth in the International vi-
sitor arrivals appeared to surge by 7.9 percent.

Another of the achievements of 2016 was the fact
that it was the first time over the last ten years that
overnight-stay visitors (15.7 million) outnumbered

same-day visitors

Such a result contributed to the growth of the ave-
rage length of stay for overnight-stay visitors that
stood at 2.1 days, while the average length of stay
for visitors in general remained stable at 1.2 days.

Although the figures on the number of visitors
have grown, this did not happen in relation to figu-

res regarding visitor expenditure.

HIRTY percent of

interviewed restau-
rants and similar estab-
lishments in November
2016 had reported to
the Statistics and Cen-
sus Service (DSEC) that

pared to the records in
October 2016 and this

As mentioned also by the MGTO head, the expen-
diture between January and September last year
suffered a decrease of 7.1 percent, led mostly by the
fall on gaming related expenses (- 8.7 percent) but
also due to a decrease in general spending that fell
by 2.6 percent year-on-year.

Leading the countries of origin of the visitors con-

28

30.6 percent.

tinued to be South Korea, recording an impressive
surge of 19.5 percent (662,000), followed by Japan
which recorded 6.5 percent (300,000) and the Phi-
lippines (+ 3.7 percent).

The largest increase was recorded by the number
of visitors from Thailand which grew an impressive

The average hotel occupancy over the year remai-

ned in between 82 to 84 percent of capacity, figu-
res that Fernandes explained on the sidelines of
the press conference event, which were related to
several factors, among them “the fact that the hotel
rates have decreased.”

All facts led the director of MGTO to state that she

is “cautiously optimistic” for the year ahead.

month. Meanwhile, 35

an annual decline in
revenue, similar to the

enhance destination promo-
tion; strengthen multilateral
cooperation mechanisms, ac-
tively participate in interna-
tional organizations.

In relation to the first point
(develop a diversity of tou-
rism products, evaluate event
effectiveness and initiate
new projects), Fernandes no-
ted the tourism related stu-
dies that will be undertaken
include a study on the feasi-
bility of the Cultural Tourism
Project in K4 Ho, an evalua-
tion on the results from the
so-called “mega events”, and
a review of the new tourism
products made available last
year. Furthermore, a new
market study that aims to
address Brazil as a potential
tourism market for the re-
gion will also be conducted.

“The village of Our Lady of
K4 Ho will become one of
our tourism attractions, as
we hope that this place be-
comes known to tourists,”
the MGTO director said, in-
forming also that the annual
events in 2017 will see the
third edition of the Macau
Light Festival as well as the
second edition of the Macau
Film Festival.

In relation to the enhan-
cement of quality services,
MGTO will continue to pro-
mote training for several
activity sectors, primarily
through an online learning
platform that will allow in-
dustry workers to receive
training at home or in their

workplace. Fernandes also
announced that the Tourism
Awards would expand this
year to include the Travel
Agencies and Services.

In relation to the third focal
point (unleash synergistic
effects and enhance destina-
tion promotion), the Office
has set a target to increase
promotion in order to attract
more tourists from mid-haul
markets such as Malaysia
and Indonesia for 2017.

Last but not least, in an ef-
fort to place the region on the
map of world tourism, MGTO
will seek to host major tou-
rism-related conferences and
exhibitions, such as the Pa-
cific Asia Travel Association
(PATA) Travel Mart that will
be held in the territory this
September.

In the pursuit of this goal,
MGTO is also working on an
application to UNESCO in
order to become a Creative
Cities Network member in
the field of Gastronomy.

The budget for 2017 will to-
tal MOP1.44 Billion, which
will be drawn from the MSAR
budget, PIDDA and the Tou-
rism Fund. .

“The general budget suffe-
red a cut of about two percent
from last year... We hope to
manage it more effectively,”
Fernandes said. At the same
time, the budget that PID-
DA commands has increased
about sixfold, which is re-
lated to the high number of
overseas projects.

ANIMA’ART NAM VAN TO OPEN BIDDING THIS YEAR

DURING THE Q&A session that
followed the MGTO press confer-
ence held yesterday, the director of
the bureau informed that Anima’Art
Nam Van will open bidding this
year. As the Times reported in Oc-
tober last year, the management

Some

retailers in the MSAR.
167 restaurants

of IFT Café, located in the space,
will be under public tender that at
the time was being prepared by the
cultural authorities. It is not clear
whether the bidding will only be
related to the F&B space or if other
shops might be included too.

Restaurant revenue sees slight increase

over the previous mon-

a year-on-year growth
in revenue has been re-
corded for that month,
according to a state-
ment published yester-
day by the government
department.

DSEC notes that this
is an improvement by 4
percentage points com-

may have been due to
the Macau Grand Prix
and Food Festival in the
city in November.
Amongst the sector, 55
percent of Chinese res-
taurants showed a year-
on-year rise in reve-
nue, up by 6 percentage
points over the previous

percent of Western res-
taurants and 25 percent
of Japanese and Korean
restaurants registered
revenue month-to-mon-
th gains in November of
nine and 13 percentage
points respectively.
However, half of the
interviewed restaurants
in November recorded

results of the previous
month.

The results originate
from a monthly survey
conducted by DSEC, tit-
led the “Business Clima-
te Survey on Restauran-
ts and Similar Establish-
ments and Retail Tra-
de”, which also contacts

and 135 retailers were
contacted to participate
in the survey.

With regards to re-

tail trade, around 39
percent of those in-
terviewed reported a

year-on-year growth in
sales in November, up
by 4 percentage points

th. Fifty-three percent
recorded a year-on-year
decline, down by 5 per-
centage points month-
to-month, indicating an
overall improvement.

Retailers said in No-
vember that they expec-
ted no significant chan-
ge in their businesses in
December.
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MACAU INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Six new routes this year as
expansion kicked up a notch

Daniel Beitler

IX routes will be launched
this year between the Ma-
cau International Airport
(MIA) and various short
and mid-haul destinations, inclu-
ding a renewed route to Moscow
that will commence operations in
May 2017. The announcement of
the new routes comes as the air-
port’s expansion project draws
closer to completing its first stage;
the opening of the Passenger Ter-
minal Building — North Extension.

The information was dissemi-
nated during a press conference
hosted yesterday afternoon by
the Macau International Airport
Company (CAM) which provided
an update on the airport’s infras-
tructure development works.

The new routes, which will be
launched at various points throu-
ghout the year, are Macau-Harbin,
Macau-Taichung, Macau-Hanoi,
Macau-DaNang, Macau-Siem
Reap and the Moscow route.

According to representatives of
CAM, the new routes will help to
increase the volume of passen-
gers using Macau’s airport as well
as “change the current passenger
market structure.”

The routes will be complemen-

REAL ESTATE

CAM Director of Marketing Eric Fong (center)

ted by a general improvement in
the airport’s ability to handle pas-
senger volumes, aided by the ope-
ning of the Passenger Terminal
Building — North Extension this
year. The extension will constitute
a four- storey building with a floor
area of 14,000 square meters, whi-
ch will enable the airport to hand-
le an annual passenger volume of
around 7.5 to 7.8 million.

A further study is being conduc-
ted in line with the Civic Aviation
Authority’s “Macau International
Airport Master Plan”, to examine
the possibility of opening an ad-

ditional southern extension along
with a multi-storey car park. In
concert with the northern exten-
sion, this would permit the airport
to facilitate the travel of between
nine and 10 million passengers per
year.

Also in the works this year is an
“optimization” project for the cur-
rent parking stands of aircraft ba-
sed at MIA. Currently. the airport
accommodates 24 parking stands
for both passenger and business
aircraft, however a project that will
launch later this year will begin the
process of converting the space
into 25 spots for passenger aircraft
and 15 spaces for business planes.

The airport’s Master Plan will
cover the strategic vision of CAM
until 2040, it was informed at the
press conference. For last year
alone, the total investment into
the airport improvement pro-
gram amounted to more than
MOP248 million, 68 percent of
which was spent on the extension
project.

It was also stated yesterday that
over the next few years, the com-

pany will continue to encourage
growth in the number of routes
and a greater frequency of flights.

Over the last few years, a num-
ber of new routes have opened
and closed after operating for less
than a year, and in some cases just
months. Asked about the ability of
the expanded airport to prevent
such sudden closures as the facility
becomes more prominent in the
region, CAM Director of Marke-
ting Eric Fong said that, despite
the route closures, “for the past
few years passenger and [flight]
movement growth has been very
stable.”

“We cannot control that airlines
open and close these routes,” he
added.

The company executives also sta-
ted that they had no information
to provide on rumors that sugges-
ted the merging of the airports of
the Pearl River Delta region. They
said that they are unaware of the
source of these rumors but have
confirmed with their counterparts
in mainland China that there is no
substance to them.

Lisbon-Macau flight back in discussion

N the sidelines of the press conference
yesterday, Eric Fong told reporters that
the company is currently in discussion with
two airlines over the possibility of reopening
a direct route between Macau and Portugal.
“We have started to talk to some airlines
though there are some limitations [with esta-
blishing this route],” said Fong. “It would be
a popular route but the airlines need to start
their own analysis. We are still working on

that.”

Pressed further on the topic, Fong would not
identify the carriers in question and said that
the proposal was being driven by CAM. “It is

an initiative from the airport company,” he
said, “not the airlines.”

Meanwhile, direct flights between Beijing
and Lisbon are scheduled to commence from
June this year, according to an announcement
made by Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio
Costa during a visit to China last year.

While the route has been a long-standing
objective of the governments of both Portu-
gal and China, few further details have been
revealed so far.

There is also speculation that an additional
flight will offer a route between Lisbon and
Hangzhou, the capital of Zhejiang Province.

Property prices past low-point say JLL

CCORDING to are-

port published by the
Macau division of real es-
tate and investment ma-
nagement company Jones
Lang LaSalle (JLL), the
local property market rea-
ched its low-point during
the first half of last year,
having rebounded slightly
in the second half with the
launch of several new resi-
dential projects.

The summary of the lo-
cal property market was
presented in JLL's “Ma-
cau Year-end Property
Review 2016”7, released

yesterday during a press
conference.

The total transaction
volume of Macau’s resi-
dential market rebounded
in 2016, noted the report,
albeit remained at a rela-
tively low level. Transac-
tions were dominated by
residential units worth
less than MOP6 million
which made up about 70
percent of the total resi-
dential sales.

During the second half
of last year, the capital
values for high-end and
mass-to-medium  resi-

dential properties rebou-
nded by 14.6 percent and
12.4 percent year-on-
year, and 7.8 percent and
5.3 percent year-on-year
respectively in 2016 as a
whole.

“Supported by the laun-
ch of several new residen-
tial projects Macau’s resi-
dential property market
regained momentum with
growth registered in both
sales volume and value.
The mass-to-medium
residential market is ex-
pected to be supported
by continued demand,

however, the sell-through
rate will likely slow down
due to the increasing
competition caused by the
ongoing supply,” said Jeff
Wong, Head of Residen-
tial at JLL Macau, accor-
ding to the report.
Meanwhile, in the rental
sector, the reduced num-
ber of expatriates in the
MSAR coupled with extra
supply from the residen-
tial completions of 2015
continued to exert pressu-
re on the market, the re-
port noted. Rental values
for high-end and mass-to-

medium residential pro-
perties registered negative
growth of 9 percent and
7.6 percent year-on-year
for the whole of 2016.

At the same time, the
office market in Macau
continued to be subdued
last year due to weak
sentiment and cost-sa-
ving measures adopted
by some companies. The
retail property market re-
mained “quiet” with the
number of transactions in
the first three quarters of
2016 falling to a 10-year
record low. DB

Zhang meets
with MP

The deputy procurator general
of the Supreme People’s
Procuratorate, Zhang Changren,
headed a delegation from
mainland China when they
visited the Public Prosecutions
Office (MP) yesterday. The
delegation met with Macau’s
Prosecutor General, Ip Son
Sang, to exchange views on the
work of the judicial institutions
in Macau and the mainland.

Indian tourists
found dead
inside hotel
room

Two Indian tourists were found
dead yesterday afternoon in a
hotel room inside the Galaxy
Macau resort. Two other people
were found unconscious inside
the room and were taken to

the hospital. According to
TDM, the deceased are a man
and his eldest son, while the
two in hospital are a woman
and a younger man (who are
mother and son). The hotel was
partially closed to facilitate the
police investigation. Police have
already announced that pills
and letters were found inside
the room and the case is being
treated as a suicide.

Guangdong
Cantonese
textbook triggers
debate

A Guangzhou primary

school adopted a Cantonese
Chinese textbook, according
to Guangzhou Daily, which
triggered online discussions on
China’s social media network
Sina Weibo. A post from a
Weibo account reveals that
some people reported the
situation to the Ministry of
Education of China because “the
pride in using Cantonese is an
obvious spreading of localism
and is extremely harmful for
the country’s stability and
unification.” The most liked
comment below the post
reads: “You can choose not to
learn, but we can’t forget our
traditional culture, and our
language.” The top comment
below Guangzhou Daily’s
original report reads, “It is OK
to treat dialect just as a hobby
[...] after all, Mandarin is the
national language.”
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Plus, Thermomix has an advanced heating system that
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“Final Clear Out Stroke special price for the Thermomix.
The original price is HKD 12,800 and now only HKD 8,000. : :
This is the last and best chance for you to have your Thermomix. ;?‘g% glg 3:1 gg;ﬂg& ——




thu 19.01.2017

T @ MacauDaily mmsasss

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

A MACAU

COURTS

Ho’s former driver called to testify

Julie Zhu

HE trial of the city’s

former top prosecu-

tor, Ho Chio Meng,

resumed  yesterday
for a 12th session at the Court
of Final Appeal. Several wit-
nesses have already been cal-
led into court to provide their
testimonies, and more people
were present in yesterday’s
session, including two cur-
rent employees at the MP’s fi-
nancial department as well as
Ho’s former driver.

Yesterday, the first wit-
ness who was questioned was
Leong Lai Ha, head of the
MP’s finance department.
During the time when Ho
was in the prosecutor’s office,
Leong handled payment pro-
cedures concerning the MP
office including reviewing re-
ceipts which were presented
by MP employees.

The prosecution side opened
by revealing several procure-
ment proposal drafts as well
as receipts for flight tickets
and hotels booked through
certain public relation com-
panies.

According to Leong, the MP
normally goes through a pu-
blic tender process in order to
select a company to book work
trips for the MP.

Leong responded that when
she needed to ordain the pay-
ment, she would normally
receive proposal drafts and
receipts from public relations
companies. She then ensured
that Ho’s signatures were on
some of these receipts.

Assistant Prosecutor General

Chan Tsz King asked the wit-
ness whether these expenses
could have been covered by
the MP. In reply, Leong noted
that she had been required to
act in accordance with the di-
rections of her boss.

Leong further admitted she
knew about the existence of
the “Teacher’s Resting Room’
on the 16th floor of the Hotli-
ne Center. She added that she
went there for training, but
she claimed to not be aware
that the entire floor belonged
to the MP.

During her entire testimony,
Leong repeated that when she
came across a problematic re-
ceipt, she would report it to
her superior, and act accor-
ding to their instructions.

Similar questions were direc-
ted to a second witness. Simi-
larly, he said that he had ne-
ver received instructions from
anyone telling him not to visit
the 16th floor.

The court had a recess for
two hours as usual between
1 p.m. and 3 p.m. Upon resu-
ming, Ho’s former driver, sur-
named Mak, was presented
in court to provide his testi-
mony.

According to Mak, Ho oc-
casionally visited an accom-
modation villa in Cheoc Van,
in addition to the previously
mentioned “Teachers’ Res-
ting Room.” Mak additionally
noted that he would drive
Ho’s guests to the Cheoc Van
villa. These guests included
provincial prosecutors from
Guangdong province and for-
mer Liaison Office officials.

These individuals included

Wong Kuok Wai, Ho Chio
Meng’s older brother, and
Mak Im Tai, the partner of
Wong Kuok Wai in several of
the companies which perfor-
med tasks privately for both
the MP and Ho.

Mak admitted that he helped
certain key people to rent out
their car parking spaces, ad-
ding that the payment process
was not completed by the pro-
perty owners themselves but
in fact by the driver himself.
Mak said that he performed
these actions at the request of
Ho.

The prosecutors pointed out
that Mak used his name more
than 30 times to make hotel
reservations in Macau, in ad-
dition to other bookings made
in Zhuhai and Guangzhou.

In reply, Mak said that he
normally forwarded the keys
to Ho or to his secretary, and
noted that he never stayed in
any of these hotels.

The prosecution side also
brought out a phonebook. The
names on it were unable to be
identified because only surna-
mes were listed.

The prosecutors asked Mak
whether he remembered or
knew who the individuals
were, and whether he had dri-
ven any of the women listed in
the phonebook to the hotels
that he had booked for Ho.
Mak said he did not remem-
ber.

Cash transfers from Ho to
mainland China were also re-
vealed during yesterday’s ses-
sion.

Mak said that starting so-
mewhere between 2005 and

2006 he began taking cash,
that belonged to Ho, to main-
land China. Mak had been
asked to take the money to
the mainland and deposit it in
Ho’s mainland bank account

# Ho’s cash
transfers to

the mainland
were also
revealed during
yesterday’s
session

on about a monthly basis.

AccordingtoMak,theamount
of money was initially so-
mewhere around MOP20,000.
Later, more money in the vi-
cinity of MOP200,000 and
MOP300,000, was given to
him to transfer.

The prosecutors then pre-
sented a phone call record
which was obtained by the
Commission Against Corrup-
tion (CCAC) while monitoring
Ho.

The recording indicates that
Ho advised Mak what to say to
the CCAC on the day following
the call in question. Although
no specific details regarding
the case were mentioned in the
conversation, Ho can be heard
telling Mak to say, when asked
by the investigation authority,
that he does not remember or
does not know.

However, Mak, in response
to the question denied that he

was the person on the phone,
adding that the phone number
which called Ho was not his.

At that point, the presiding
judge, Sam Hou Fai, remin-
ded Mak that the court can
forward the record to the judi-
ciary police to test whether it
was Mak’s voice, and said that
if the police confirms it was,
Mak could be prosecuted for
providing a false testimony.

The court then played the re-
cording once more, and Mak
said that he could not recog-
nize whether or not it was his
voice. Sam reminded Mak
again about the consequen-
ces of a false testimony, upon
which the record was played a
third time. This time, Mak ad-
mitted that it was him talking
on the phone.

During the remainder of
yesterday’s session, Mak was
asked questions by Sam and
Ho’s lawyer regarding the
previously mentioned phone-
book. However, the conversa-
tion became unclear as Sam,
Leong and Mak talked simul-
taneously.

Ho, at that moment, turned
to Sam, saying, “you must let
him [Mak] talk slowly, [...] you
can’t do this.”

The other judges asked Mak
for clarification. Before the
trial finished, Ho informed the
judges of his biggest problem.

The biggest trouble Ho is fa-
cing is that the “current Liai-
son Office’s employees are
unable to provide testimonies,
and the addresses of those
who left Macau and returned
to the mainland cannot be
found.”



Joe McDonald, Beijing

HINA is preparing to reta-
liate if U.S. President-elect
Donald Trump raises duties
on Chinese goods and already
has toughened its stance, an
American business group said.
Trump, who is due to be
inaugurated Friday, threate-
ned during his campaign to
raise import duties on Chine-
se goods to 45 percent. Ameri-
can companies are frustrated
by Chinese market barriers
and want Washington to take
a tougher stance toward Bei-
jing but worry reckless action
might trigger retaliation.

Already, China has ordered
unusually high anti-dumping
penalties against a U.S.-made
agricultural chemical.

“China has indeed threate-
ned to and is preparing to take
steps in retaliation if such ac-
tions take place,” said Lester
Ross, a board member of the
American Chamber of Com-
merce, at a news conference.

In an implicit rebuke to
Trump, Chinese President
Xi Jinping emphatically de-
fended free trade in a speech
Tuesday at the World Econo-
mic Forum in Switzerland. A
“trade war” would harm all
countries involved, he said.

On Jan. 11, the Ministry of
Commerce raised duties on
DGGS, an additive for livesto-
ck feed, to up to 53.7 percent,
nearly double the 33.8 per-
cent rate it recommended in
September before Trump was
elected.

The ministry did not imme-
diately respond to a request
for comment.

Officials have not said pu-
blicly that China is preparing
retaliatory measures but sta-
te media have emphasized
its importance as a market
for U.S. soybeans and other
exports and warned against
starting a “trade war.”

Asked at a Jan. 6 news con-
ference whether Beijing wou-
1d retaliate by hiking import

MELCO CROWN ANNOUNCES BONUS PAYOUT
FOR NON-MANAGEMENT EMPLOYEES

Limited announced a one-mon-

BUSINESS GROUP

China preparing to
retaliate on trade
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duties on U.S. goods, a deputy
Chinese commerce minister,
Wang Shouwen, said, “I be-
lieve mutually beneficial Si-
no-U.S. economic and trade
relations will be further deve-
loped in the future and no one
will destroy the win-win rela-
tionship.”

The United States and China
have one of the world’s biggest
and most complex trading
relationships but American
companies increasingly com-
plain Beijing is blocking ac-
cess to technology and other
promising industries.

While Beijing has promised
to open more industries to
foreign companies, they also
have issued new rules on elec-
tric car manufacturing, data

Melco Crown Entertainment

MdME announced the
launch of an Internatio-

security, internet censorship
and other fields.

In a reflection of companies’
concerns, the American
chamber’s chairman, William
Zarit, said it plans to send se-
ven or eight businesspeople
to Washington in February to
meet lawmakers and Trump
administration officials. Zarit
said that is in addition to a de-
legation that makes an annual
visit to Washington in April or
May because this year is “spe-
cial in many ways.”

“We certainly are not going
there to lecture the admi-
nistration but we will share
our ideas on a win-win path
forward,” Zarit said.

In a report released yester-
day, the chamber said a survey

MLGTS LEGAL CIRCLE LAUNCHES NEW
INTERNATIONAL PRACTICE AREA

from the

ge of situations spanning
liberalization

found American companies
are increasingly unhappy with
what they see as unfair treat-
ment in China.

“We would recommend that
the U.S. be more aggressive
in talks,” Zarit said. However,
he said, “We don’t want to do
things that are counterpro-
ductive to both countries.”

The chamber said 81 percent
of companies that responded
to a survey feel “less welcome”
in China, up from 77 percent
last year. It said one in four
is shifting operations to other
countries due to concern
about the regulatory environ-
ment, higher costs and other
reasons.

“Most respondents say Chi-
na’s environment now discou-

Sheraton Grand Macao Ho-
tel launched its exclusive “Girls
Weekend Getaways” package at

th discretionary bonus for its
non-management workers. The
bonus will be paid out before the
Chinese New Year.

“Through the continuous su-
pport and dedication from all of
our colleagues, the Company has
accomplished many good results
in 2016. With the refined mana-
gement structure, more efficient
operations and the innovative,
best-in-class hospitality offers in
our three properties in Macau, |
am confident 2017 will be another
promising year for the Company
as well as for our colleagues,”
commented Lawrence Ho, Chair-
man and Chief Executive Officer
of Melco Crown Entertainment.

nal Gaming Law Practi-
ce in line with the advi-
ce of the Morais Leitao,
Galvao Teles, Soares
da Silva (MLGTS) Legal
Circle.

With offices in Portu-
gal, Macau, Angola, and
Mozambique, the Ga-
ming Law Practice of the
MLGTS Legal Circle is in
a unique position to advi-
se gaming sector clients
throughout the Portu-
guese-speaking world.

According to the law
firm’s statement, the
group provides advice in
relation to a diverse ran-

of the online gambling
market in Portugal, to re-
cent changes in legisla-
tion in Angola, and to the
ever-evolving landscape
of Asian jurisdictions.

“The launching of an
international practice in
the context of the MLG-
TS Legal Circle will allow
us to pair the specialized
knowledge developed in
Macau and other Asian
markets with the recog-
nized quality of the ne-
twork’s offices in benefit
of our clients,” said Rui
Pinto Proenca, a partner
at MDME.

the start of the Chinese New Year.
Featuring hand-picked activities
curated by the lifestyle experts
at Sheraton Grand Macao, girl-
friends can get together for the
weekend in one of the best sui-
tes in the house, experience the
in-suite “Manis and Pedis in Your
Jammies”, learn how to make
cocktails with Sheraton Grand’s
in-house mixologist, and master
new yoga skills from a private ins-
tructor in an outdoor class over-
looking the ‘Eiffel Tower’ among
various other opportunities.
According to a press release,
ladies can choose either the “Pre-
sidential Suite Package” or an
“Ambassador Suite Package”.
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rages investment,” the report
said.

Communist leaders have
promised to make China’s sta-
te-dominated economy more
productive by opening more
industries to private and fo-
reign competitors. In Decem-
ber, the Cabinet promised to
open fields including banking
and motorcycle manufactu-

ring.
Zarit and Ross said foreign
companies welcomed such

announcements but have yet
to see significant changes in
operating conditions.

Beijing also faces U.S. and
European complaints it is
threatening thousands of jobs
abroad by exporting steel,
aluminum, solar panels and
other goods at improperly low
prices.

The American chamber said
its survey found 83 percent of
companies expect U.S.-Chine-
se ties “to remain the same or
to deteriorate in 2017.” It said
the “big question” for them is
“what steps both governments
will take to ensure a positive
business environment.”

For their part, European
companies also are increasin-
gly frustrated with Chinese
trade policy. They complain
they are blocked from acqui-
ring assets in China at a time
when Chinese companies have
bought leading brands inclu-
ding German robot maker
Kuka in a multibillion-dollar
global acquisition spree.

On Tuesday, German Am-
bassador Michael Clauss ur-
ged Chinese leaders to make
good on promises to open wi-
der to foreign investment and
give foreign companies a “le-
vel playing field.”

“Many companies keep te-
lling us that their difficulties
in these areas have increased,”
Clauss said in a statement. “It
often appears that somewhere
down the line, political assu-
rances of equal treatment give
way to protectionist tenden-
cies.” AP

SHERATON LAUNCHES ‘GIRLS GETAWAY’
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Japan hotel chain under fire
over denial of Rape of Nanking

AP PHOTO

Mari Yamaguchi, Tokyo

fast-growing Japanese ho-

tel chain is facing criticism
over a book penned by the ho-
tel’s owner that says the Rape of
Nanking was fabricated.

APA Group, a Tokyo-based
land developer and operator of
400-plus hotels, drew fire for
spreading the revisionist views
of company president Toshio
Motoya by putting the books
in hotel guestrooms and also
selling them.

The issue is the latest flap be-
tween the Asian neighbors over
unhealed wounds from Japan’s
aggression before and during
World War II. It follows a di-
plomatic row with South Korea
over a statue representing the
“comfort women” who were
used for sex in military-linked
wartime brothels.

China has lodged a complaint,
but APA says it stands by its
owner’s views.

The issue surfaced this week
when contributors KatAndSid
posted a video on a social ne-
tworking site describing the
English version of “Theoretical
Modern History,” a book Mo-
toya wrote under the penname
Seiji Fuji.
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The video shows passages
from the book calling the 1937
massacre an “imaginary” event
concocted by China to blame
Japan. The book also denies
that Japan’s use of “comfort
women” involved forced pros-
titution.

The massacre of Chinese citi-
zens by the Japanese military
in what became known as the
Rape of Nanking is one of the
biggest flashpoints between

the two countries. China says
up to 300,000 people were kil-
led, while Japanese nationalists
have said far fewer died or de-
nied there even was a massacre.

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
has also expressed skepticism
toward accounts of the Rape
of Nanjing. The inclusion of
Rape of Nanking documents on
a UNESCO heritage list in Oc-
tober 2015 prompted Japan to
suspend its contribution to the

2,500 wartime Japanese

chemical weapons destroyed

United Nation’s educational

unit.
When asked about the book,
Chinese  Foreign  Ministry

spokeswoman Hua Chunying
said that “some forces in Japan
have been denying history from
the outset and even attempting
to distort it.” Coercive recruit-
ment of comfort women and
the Nanjing massacre were cri-
mes against humanity commit-
ted by wartime Japan and “an
iron-clad fact recognized by the
international community,” she
said.

“History can never change
over time, and facts will not
fade away despite deliberate
evasion,” she said.

APA hotel said in a statement
that the book is meant to help
readers learn “the fact-based
true interpretation of modern
history” and not aimed at cri-
ticizing a specific country or its
people.

“We have no intention of wi-
thdrawing the book from our
guestrooms even if we recei-
ve criticisms from those with
different viewpoints,” it said.
“Japan guarantees freedom of
speech, and no one-sided pres-
sure should be allowed to cause
a retraction of a statement.”

HONG KONG
In final speech,
warns on independence push
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In a statement on its website
APA also reiterated its posi-
tion that there is no documen-
tary proof 300,000 people
were massacred in the Rape of
Nanking.

The hotel, however, did not
respond to inquiries from the
Associated Press earlier yester-
day.

APA has expanded quickly
in recent years, offering rela-
tively reasonably priced, no-
frills rooms across the country.
About 5 percent of its guests are
Chinese, according to local me-
dia. APA opened its first over-
seas outlet in New Jersey in
2015 and has since purchased a
hotel chain in Canada.

Motoya is a vocal backer of
Abe and is connected with the
ruling Liberal Democratic Par-
ty’s ultra-conservative wing. He
organizes lectures and invites
leading revisionist historians,
ideologues and politicians to
speak.

The KatAndSid video, posted
this week on the popular Chi-
nese social media site Weibo,
shows her buying the English-
language version of Motoya’s
book at an APA hotel in Tokyo,
opening it and showing passa-
ges to viewers. It is subtitled in
Chinese.

The narrator, who does not
give her name, says that while
the hotel’s owner has a right to
express his views, people shou-
1d be aware of his stance.

“People who give their money
to this hotel deserve to know
the truth about it,” she said. AP

CY Leung

HINA’S military said
uesday that more than
2,500 abandoned Japanese
wartime chemical weapons
collected from northern Chi-
na, including Beijing and the
port city of Tianjin, have been
destroyed in a four-year dispo-
sal process.

Japan and China have been
working together on the big-
gest chemical weapon cleanup
effort in history, a decades-
long, diplomatically sensitive
project that is seen in China
as a reminder of the wartime
atrocities it suffered during
Japan’s 1937 invasion and

subsequent occupation.

Under the terms of a 1997
treaty, Tokyo is responsible
for cleaning up hundreds of
thousands of chemical wea-
pons left behind by its occupa-
tion troops at the end of World
War II. China says thousands
of Chinese have been killed or
hurt since the end of the war
in 1945 by accidents related to
the buried weapons.

China’s ministry of defense
said Tuesday that the wea-
pons’ disposal at a facility in
Shijiazhuang city in Hebei
province, neighboring Beijing,
had finished in a “safe, order-

ly and smooth manner.” The
weapons are generally burned
in specially designed furnaces.

The remaining pieces of Ja-
panese chemical weapons are
difficult to find and destroy
because they were scattered
widely, the ministry said.
It urged Japan to “increase
manpower and resources” to
finish the job.

China has repeatedly urged
Japan to speed up the project,
which was initially scheduled
to be completed in 2007 but
has hit delays.

China estimates that Japa-
nese troops left behind more
than 2 million chemical wea-
pons, mostly in the northeas-
tern region of Manchuria. The
cleanup of the biggest cache
— a site with nearly 700,000
chemical bombs at Haerbaling
in Jilin province — is schedu-
led to be finished in 2022.

The Japanese government
said in 2015 that it finished
destroying another cache at a
facility in the central Chinese
city of Wuhan. AP
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A scene fom HK’s legislative chamber yesterday

ONG Kong’s out-

going leader war-
ned in his farewell po-
licy speech yesterday
that  independence
for the Chinese-con-
trolled territory is not
possible.

In his annual ad-
dress to the legisla-
ture, Chief Executive
Leung Chun-ying said
that Hong Kong is an
“inalienable” part of
China.

“There is absolutely
no room for indepen-

dence or any form of
separation,” he said.

The latter part of
Leung’s five-year term
has been marked by
growing  separatist
sentiment following
massive 2014 pro-de-
mocracy protests that
failed to sway the go-
vernment’s  position
on restricting electo-
ral reform.

He said that under
the “one country, two
systems” framework
that allows Hong

Kong to have conside-
rable autonomy and
retain civil liberties
not seen on mainland
China, residents must
comply with the city’s
Basic Law constitu-
tion “and safeguard
national sovereignty,
security and territorial
integrity.”

Last year, Leung’s
government took a
tough stance against
two newly elected
lawmakers, taking le-
gal action to disqualify
them from office after
they used their swea-
ring-in ceremonies to
mount apparent pro-
tests against China
and express pro-inde-
pendence views.

The unpopular Leu-
ng said last month he
won’t seek a second
term in office after
his current term ends
in June, citing family
reasons. AP
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Gerry Shih, Beijing

HINA’S top judge has

drawn criticism from le-

gal professionals after he

dismissed the concept of
judicial independence as an “erro-
neous Western ideal,” a statement
seemingly aimed at emphasizing
the ruling Communist Party’s ulti-
mate control over all areas of pu-
blic life.

Zhou Qiang, the head of the Su-
preme People’s Court, has at times
been seen as a reformer keen on
limiting the influence of govern-
ment officials on the courts.

However, Chinese state media
quoted him over the weekend
as instructing leading judges to
“draw your sword” against words
and actions running counter to the
ruling Communist Party’s dictates.

Since seizing power in 1949, the
party has maintained strict control
over the government, judiciary
and China’s highly influential mili-
tary despite the rapid social chan-
ge accompanying breakneck eco-
nomic growth. Leaders in recent
years have firmly rejected calls for
political reform, crushing the 1989
pro-democracy movement and
harassing and imprisoning advo-
cates of change, including Nobel
Peace Prize winner Liu Xiaobo.

Responding to Zhou’s commen-
ts, Chinese legal scholars including
Peking University professor He
Weifang said the public would lose
confidence in a legal system seen
to be in thrall to the party.

“If there is no judicial indepen-
dence, the ultimate result can only

AP PHOTO

Top judge attracts
criticism with remarks

Santa Clara County Superior Court Judge Aaron Persky

be injustice everywhere, sparking
unrest. Calling judicial indepen-
dence a Western concept and
taking joy in its elimination is the
sort of talk and action that leads to
disaster for the nation and its peo-
ple,” He wrote.

Scores of lawyers also signed

an open online letter calling for
Zhou’s resignation. The concept
of judicial independence is not a
Western concept, but one recog-
nized around the world, the letter
said, and Zhou’s remarks atta-
cking the concept had “caused an
inevitable, harmful effect on Chi-

China calls on US to bar Taiwan
from Trump inauguration

HINA yesterday
called on the U.S.
to bar a Taiwanese
delegation from atten-
ding Donald Trump’s

AP PHOTO

Last week, he said in
a newspaper interview
that Washington’s
“one China policy” un-
der which it recogni-

nese society.”

Despite his reform reputation,
it was not the first time Zhou has
criticized what he deemed to be
ideas unsuitable for China’s politi-
cal system. In 2015, he told a party
committee that the high court will
“resolutely resist the influence of
mistaken Western concepts and
ways of thinking.”

China rejects the notion of an
American-style  separation  of
powers and its constitution em-
phasizes the unassailable primacy
of the Communist Party. But the
same constitution also calls for
courts to exercise judicial power
independently and be free from
“interference by administrative
organs, public organizations or in-
dividuals.”

In his remarks, first reported Sa-
turday by the state-controlled Chi-
na News Service, Zhou also urged
China’s judges to avoid the “trap”
of judicial independence, follow
the road of socialism with Chi-
nese characteristics and “protect
government leaders, the image of
heroes, and the glorious history of
the party and the People’s Army”
according to the law.

Following his ascension as par-
ty leader in 2012, President Xi

Jinping has emphasized the im-
portance of governing through
laws and regulations, rather than
official fiat. Yet, that is widely seen
as merely an attempt to codify par-
ty dominance, and legal and poli-
tical experts say that party leaders
have not only maintained their
grip over the courts but increasin-
gly wield the legal system as a lever
of power.

Xi has also demanded strict ideo-
logical conformity within the party
and repeatedly cautioned against
liberal Western values seeping
into China’s political sphere and
the classroom. His administra-
tion rounded up dozens of lawyers
and civil society activists in 2015,
leveling state subversion char-
ges against many, while cracking
down on any criticism of the party
or attempts to openly question its
history.

Last year, intellectual circles
were alarmed when a Beijing court
convicted a writer of libel after he
challenged the veracity of afamous
tale of Communist Party soldiers
sacrificing themselves against the
Japanese.

Zhou’s weekend meeting with
top judges came weeks after the
party’s powerful anti-corruption
agency wrapped up an internal
investigation of the Supreme Peo-
ple’s Court. Zhou, who has a mas-
ter’s degree in law and took over
as chief justice in 2013, has pre-
viously criticized the judiciary for
the prevalence of wrongful con-
victions and warned against the
use of testimony obtained through
torture. AP

Coal mine caves in,
killing nine workers
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turn phone calls from
The Associated Press.
China is the world’s lar-
gest producer and consu-
mer of coal. Its mining in-
dustry has long been one
of the world’s deadliest,

inauguration tomor-
row, underscoring
concerns that the inco-
ming president could
seek to redefine rela-
tions between Beijing,
Taipei and Washing-
ton.

Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Hua
Chunying said the re-
quest had been passed
to Trump’s transition
team and to the cur-
rent administration of
Barack Obama.

“We urge the U.S.
side once again not to
allow the Taiwan ad-
ministration to send
the so-called dele-
gation to attend the
inauguration and to
avoid any forms of of-
ficial exchange with
Taiwan,” Hua said at a
daily briefing.

China firmly oppo-

Taiwan's President Tsai Ing-wen attends the inuguration

\
»

ceremony of Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega

ses “anyone from the
Taiwan  administra-
tion engaged in acti-
vities that interfere or
undermine the Chi-
na-U.S. relationship
in the U.S. under any
pretext,” she said.
Delegation leader
and former Premier
Yu Shyi-kun departed
for Washington on
Monday together with
politicians from both
Taiwan’s ruling Demo-
cratic Progressive Par-
ty and the opposition

Nationalists.

Along with attending
the inauguration, the
delegates plan to hold
talks with politicians,
academics and over-
seas Chinese commu-
nity representatives.

Trump angered Bei-
jing and upset de-
cades of diplomatic
precedent by talking
by phone with Taiwa-
nese President Tsai
Ing-wen shortly after
winning November’s
presidential election.

zed Beijing in 1979 was
open to negotiation,
and earlier questioned
why the U.S. should
be bound by such an
approach without Chi-
na offering incentives.

The U.S. has no for-
mal relations with Tai-
pei in deference to Chi-
na, which claims the is-
land as its own. Howe-
ver, the two maintain
robust informal ties,
while Washington sells
Taiwan arms and is le-
gally bound to regard
any threat to the island
as a matter of grave
concern.

Tensions across the
Taiwan Strait have ri-
sen since Tsai’s elec-
tion last year, with
Beijing cutting off
contacts and working
to deepen Taiwan’s di-
plomatic isolation. AP

HE partial collapse

of a coal mine in nor-
thern China has left nine
people dead, state me-
dia reported yesterday,
reflecting the stubborn
persistence of safety pro-
blems despite years-long
efforts to reduce deaths
in the sprawling sector.
The people killed were
doing maintenance work
inside the mine shaft
when it collapsed Tues-
day morning, the state
-run Xinhua News Agen-
cy said. Rescuers were
able to save one person,
who is now in stable con-
dition at a hospital.
The cause of the acci-
dent on the outskirts of
Shuozhou city in coal-ri-
ch Shanxi province was
under investigation. Lo-
cal government officials
did not immediately re-

even as the government
has strived to improve
safety inside the mines
and phase out older ope-
rations with outdated sa-
fety standards. A heavy
reliance on coal is also
blamed for the serious air
pollution and smog that
routinely smother nor-
thern cities in winter.
China’s work safety ad-
ministration reported
931 coal mine accident
deaths in 2014, the last
year for which figures
were available, although
official statistics are of-
ten questioned for their
accuracy. The head of the
agency has acknowledged
that some mines cut cor-
ners on safety standards
under financial pressure,
while operators someti-
mes cover-up deadly ac-
cidents to avoid prosecu-
tion. AP
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Kristen Gelineau, Sydney

USTRALIAN officials de-
ended their suspension of
the fruitless deep-sea sonar search
for Malaysia Airlines Flight 370,
insisting yesterday that the enor-
mous costs involved played no role
in their decision to halt the nearly
three-year hunt.

Australia’s Transport Minister
Darren Chester also said that whi-
le the search had been called off on
Tuesday, work behind the scenes
would go on, with experts conti-
nuing to analyze data associated
with the doomed aircraft’s final
hours and examining any future
debris that washes ashore. But
he declined to specify what kind
of breakthrough would convince
officials to resume the search for
the Boeing 777’s underwater wre-
ckage.

“When we get some information
or data or a breakthrough that
leads us to a specific location, the
experts will know it when they see
it,” he told reporters in the sou-
thern city of Melbourne.

Australia, Malaysia and China —
which have funded the USD160
million search — have rejected
pleas from family members of the
passengers and some investiga-
tors that search crews be allowed
to keep going. China is involved
because more than half of the 239
people on board the plane were
Chinese.

Late last year, as ships with high-
tech search equipment covered the
last strips of the 120,000-square
kilometer search zone west of Aus-
tralia, experts concluded they had
been looking in the wrong place
and should have been searching
a smaller area immediately to the
north. But by then, the three coun-
tries had already agreed not to
search elsewhere without evidence
of the plane’s exact location.

Chester defended the decision to

UN REPORT

Asian growth outlook
bright despite uncertainty

AP PHOTO

MH370

Australia defends end of missing
plane hunt; investigation continues

call off the hunt without checking
the new area to the north, saying,
“No one is coming to me as minis-
ter and saying, ‘We know where
MH370 is.” And he insisted the
high price of the search had no-
thing to do with pulling the plug.
“It is a costly exercise, but it
hasn’t been the factor which led to
the decision to suspend the sear-
ch,” Chester said. “We don’t want
to provide false hope to the fami-

hie:

THAI OBAYASHI

lies and friends. We need to have
credible new evidence leading to a
specific location before we would
be reasonably considering future
search efforts.”

Officials are facing a no-win si-
tuation, the transport minister
said in an interview with the Aus-
tralian Broadcasting Corp. Call off
the search, he said, and disappoint
those who want resolution to the
world’s greatest aviation mystery.

Keep going, and face the wrath of
taxpayers who have already spent
millions of dollars with no result.
The new 25,000-square kilome-
ter area to the north was determi-
ned with the help of drift modeling
by Australia’'s Commonwealth
Scientific and Industrial Research
Organization, which attempted
to calculate where debris that has
washed ashore on coastlines in the
western Indian Ocean originated.

4 Australia,
Malaysia and
China have
rejected pleas
from family
members of
the passengers
and some
investigators
that search
crews be
allowed to keep
going

Chester said that drift modeling
would continue, and experts will
scrutinize any further debris that
washes up. Investigators will also
continue to refine the satellite data
that led them to conclude the pla-

ne went down somewhere in the
Indian Ocean after it vanished on
a flight from Kuala Lumpur to Bei-
jing on March 8, 2014.

Australian Prime Minister Mal-
colm Turnbull said he empathized
with the families who want the
search to go on, but said officials
had done the best they could un-
der extraordinary circumstances.

“We share their deep disappoint-
ment that the plane has not been
found,” Turnbull told reporters.
“It is an unprecedented search.
It’s been conducted with the best
advice over the areas that were
identified as the most likely to find
the location of the airplane. It is a
shocking tragedy and we grieve
and we deeply regret the loss and
we deeply regret that the plane has
not been found.”

Tony Abbott, who was Australia’s
prime minister when the Boeing
777 disappeared, suggested the
search should continue. Abbott
pledged on the first anniversary of
the tragedy: “Tt can’t go on forever,
but as long as there are reasonab-
le leads, the search will go on.” On
Tuesday, he tweeted: “Disappoin-
ted that the search for MH370 has
been called off. Especially if some
experts think there are better pla-
ces tolook.”

If the plane is never found, the
reasons for its disappearance
and crash will probably never be
known, though Malaysia has said
the plane’s erratic movements af-
ter takeoff were consistent with
deliberate actions. AP

Dake Kang, Bangkok

United Nations re-

port says Asia’s eco-
nomic outlook for 2017
is strong despite slowing
global growth due to slu-
ggish international trade
and investment.

The world economy
grew 2.2 percent in
2016, the slowest pace
since the end of the
2008 financial crisis.
Britain’s plan to lea-
ve the European Union
and the election of Do-
nald Trump as U.S. pre-
sident are adding to un-
certainty.

Despite a slowdown
in China, Asia remains
a “bright spot,” co-au-
thors of the U.N. Eco-
nomic and Social Com-
mission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP) said in
the report released this
week.

Strong consumer de-
mand and government

spending helped make
up for weak exports,
as East and South Asia
grew at a steady pace of
5.7 percent in 2016, le-
vel with the year before.

“Most economies in
East Asia and South
Asia, led by China and
India, saw robust grow-
th driven by strong ex-
pansion of domestic de-
mand,” the report said.

South Asia is the wor-
1d’s fastest-growing re-
gion, with 6.7 percent
growth in 2016 projec-
ted to reach 6.9 percent
in 2017 and 2018. In-
dia’s economy is projec-
ted to expand by 7.7 per-
cent and 7.6 percent in
2017 and 2018, respec-
tively. Since its exports
are small relative to the
size of its economy, In-
dia is largely insulated
from global trade vola-
tility.

China is making pro-
gress in shifting from

export-oriented growth
to tapping domestic de-
mand, the report said. It
estimated the Chinese
economy grew 6.6 per-
cent in 2016, despite a
6.8 percent contraction
in exports for the year,
as reported by the go-
vernment.

Services are growing
in importance in Chi-
na, says Sompob Mana-
rangsan, an economics
professor at Thailand’s
Chulalongkorn Univer-
sity. “There’s still quite
some room for China to
further develop by using
their own domestic de-
mand,” he said.

Trump has railed
against existing free-
trade agreements and
threatened to impose
punitive tariffs on some
imports at a time when
Asian economies have
been gradually commit-
ting to wider opening of
their own markets. AP
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SOUTH KOREA

Seoul court considers arrest

of Samsung

Youkyung Lee, Seoul

South Korean court is

considering whether to

approve the arrest of

amsung  Electronics

vice chairman Lee Jae-yong, one

of the country’s wealthiest busi-

ness leaders, on charges of bri-
bery and other offenses.

Lee, the only son of Samsung’s
chairman, did not speak to a crowd
of reporters waiting while arriving
and leaving the Seoul Central Dis-
trict Court yesterday. After the
four-hour hearing he was taken
to a detention center near Seoul to
await the court’s decision.

If Lee’s arrest is approved, pro-
secutors can detain him for up to
21 days before formally charging
him, said the court’s spokesman
Shin Jae-hwan. The judge will
announce a decision on the arrest
warrant early Thursday morning,
Shin said, though the exact timing
was unclear.

Samsung is South Korea’s bi-
ggest family-controlled conglo-
merate, or chaebol, with busi-
nesses encompassing consumer
electronics, shipbuilding and life
insurance. Samsung Electronics,
the group’s crown jewel, is the
world’s biggest maker of smar-
tphones and computer memory

chips. Samsung Electronics and
its affiliated companies account
for about a third of the market
value in South Korea’s main stock
market.

The company had no comment
on the hearing,

Samsung Electronics had a
challenging year even before ge-
tting drawn into an influence-
peddling scandal that led to the
impeachment of President Park
Geun-hye. In 2016, Samsung
Electronics had several product
recalls, including the discontinua-
tion of Galaxy Note 7 smartpho-
nes that tended to overheat or
catch fire.

de facto head

Prosecutors requested Lee’s ar-
rest for allegedly bribing Park and
a confidante of hers, Choi Soon-
sil, who is on trial for meddling in
state affairs.

Lee, 48, faces allegations of gi-
ving bribes worth 43 billion won
(USD36 million) to Choi and the
president in hopes of winning
government backing for a conten-
tious Samsung merger in 2015.

Prosecutors also suspect Lee of
embezzling Samsung’s corpora-
te funds and of lying under oath
during a parliamentary hearing
last month.

Lee has been serving as the de
facto head of Samsung since his
father suffered a heart attack in
2014.

Educated in South Korea, Japan
and the United States, he is the
crown prince of the country’s ri-
chest family, one South Koreans
often liken to royalty.

Before the scandal Lee had kept
a low profile compared to some
other third-generation members
of the founding families of chae-
bol. In one of the most notorious
cases, an heiress of the Korean Air
founders’ family threw a tantrum
over nuts served to her on one of
the carrier’s flights, forcing its re-
turn to an airport.

Before he was interrogated by
lawmakers last month on natio-
nal TV during the scandal inves-
tigation, Lee’s first formal public

speech was in 2015, when he apo-
logized for a Samsung hospital’s
role in the spread of a contagious
disease.

The public reaction to Lee’s im-
plication in the scandal is divided.

Some business groups and
newspapers have urged caution
out of concern that arresting Lee
could hurt the economy due to
Samsung’s huge role in South Ko-
rean industry.

Some civic groups have urged
the court to arrest Lee to show
that all are equal before the law.
Many are angered over the alle-
gations that the national pension
fund was pressured to support the
Lee family’s succession plan.

Lee joined Samsung Electroni-
cs’ board in October, shortly after
the Galaxy Note 7 recalls. Analys-
ts say the company’s day-to-day
smartphone, semiconductor and
TV businesses are unlikely to su-
ffer if he’s arrested because other
executives run those businesses.
But major investments or stra-
tegic planning could be put on
hold.

Prosecutors also plan to sum-
mon Park to question her about
the bribery allegations. She is
awaiting a court’s decision on
whether to uphold her impeach-
ment.

A former health minister,
Moon Hyung-pyo, was indicted
on Monday for pressuring pen-
sion fund officials to support the
Samsung merger. Prosecutors
say they believe Moon, who now
heads the pension fund, acted on
behalf of Park, who ordered him
to ensure the Samsung merger
went smoothly.

The merger helped Lee increase
his control over Samsung Electro-
nics, South Korea’s most valuable
company. AP

OLINE Kennedy
stepped down yester-
day after three years as
U.S. ambassador to Japan,
where she was welcomed
like a celebrity and worked
to deepen the U.S.-Japan
relationship despite regu-
lar flare-ups over American
military bases on the sou-
thern island of Okinawa.
Appointed by President
Barack Obama in 2013, she
had been expected to leave
with the coming change in
U.S. leadership. Presiden-
t-elect Donald Trump’s
transition team has also
said that all envoys who
were political appointees
must step down by Inau-
guration Day on Friday.
Trump has not named a
new ambassador yet.
Kennedy ruffled some
feathers early in her tenure
by tweeting her opposition
to Japan’s dolphin hunt,
shortly after her embassy
issued a statement expres-
sing “disappointment” that
Japan’s Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe had visited a

shrine that memorializes
World War II war crimi-
nals, among others.

During her time, though,
the conservative Abe and
liberal Obama found com-
mon ground despite co-
ming from opposite ends
of the political spectrum.

“She has great skills and
authority as a convener, a
much needed function in
U.S.-Japan relations,” said
Kent Calder, the director
of the Reischauer Center
for East Asian Studies at
Johns Hopkins School of
Advanced International
Studies in Washington,
D.C. “She has been more
of a network builder than
a concrete policy initiator,
but that is almost an inevi-
table role for ambassadors
these days.”

He said her legacy inclu-
des facilitating Obama’s
historic visit to Hiroshima
last May, one of two Japa-
nese cities devastated by
U.S. atomic bombs in 1945.
Kennedy was in Pear]l Har-
bor at the end of last year
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Caroline Kennedy boosted

US-Japan ties as US ambassador

when Abe reciprocated
with a visit to the site of
Japan’s 1941 surprise atta-
ck that drew America into
World War II.

Some will also remem-
ber the efforts of the first
female U.S. ambassador to
Japan to promote literacy
and women’s and LGBT ri-
ghts, and for her visits to the
northeast region slowly re-
covering from a deadly and
destructive tsunami in 2011.

“She was true to the Oba-
ma administration goals,
and she maintained the
Kennedy mystique wi-
thout making it the focal
point of her tenure,” said
Nancy Snow, a professor of
public diplomacy at Kyoto
University of Foreign Stu-
dies. “T will remember her
as a champion of person-
to-person exchange and
engagement.”

Winning understanding

in Okinawa for a reduced
but still large U.S. military
presence proved an impos-
sible task, and was hampe-
red by a series of incidents
from crimes by U.S. base
personnel to crashes of
U.S. military aircraft.

“In every ambassador-
ship, there are both en-
during issues and unpre-
dictable events,” she told
Japan’s largest newspaper,
the Yomiuri, in a farewell
interview. “In my case, both
were linked to Okinawa.”

The daughter of former
U.S. President John F.
Kennedy arrived in No-
vember 2013 to more fan-
fare than the typical envoy.
Thousands of onlookers li-
ned streets to snap pictures
and wave as she traveled
by horse-drawn carriage to

present her credentials to
Japan’s emperor. The pro-
cession was broadcast live
on Japan’s public broad-
caster NHK.

Her popularity strained
embassy resources, a 2015
U.S. government report
found, because of the de-
mands for her participa-
tion in events across the
country. It noted that the
embassy “has now caught
up on the backlog of gifts
sent to the ambassador in
her first six months in Ja-
pan.”

Now 59, Kennedy is re-
turning to her Manhattan
home with husband Edwin
Schlossberg, who split his
time between Tokyo and
New York. She hasn’t in-
dicated publicly what her
future plans are. AP



Obama shortens Manning's term,
grants clemency to hundreds

Josh Lederman, Eric Tucker,
Washington

RESIDENT Barack Obama

granted clemency to Chelsea
Manning yesterday [Macau time],
allowing the transgender Army
intelligence officer convicted of
leaking more than 700,000 U.S.
documents to go free nearly three
decades early.

Embracing his clemency powers
days before leaving office, Obama
also pardoned 64 individuals in-
cluding retired Gen. James Car-
twright, charged with making false
statements during another leak
probe. Manning was one of 209
inmates with sentences commu-
ted by Obama, who has now gran-
ted more commutations than any
other president in history.

Neil Eggleston, Obama’s White
House counsel, said the indivi-
duals would learn “that our na-
tion is a forgiving nation, where
hard work and a commitment to
rehabilitation can lead to a second
chance, and where wrongs from
the past will not deprive an indi-
vidual of the opportunity to move
forward.”

Manning, Cartwright and Puer-
to Rican nationalist Oscar Lopez
Rivera were the more prominent
names on a list otherwise made up
mostly of nonviolent drug offen-
ders. The actions are permanent,
and cannot be undone by Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump.

With his last-minute clemency
for Manning and Cartwright, Oba-
ma appeared to be softening what
has been a hard-line approach to
prosecuting leakers.

Manning has been serving a 35-
year sentence for leaking classified
government and military docu-
ments to WikiLeaks, along with
some battlefield video. She was
convicted in military court of vio-
lating the Espionage Act and other
offenses and spent more than six
years behind bars. She asked Oba-
ma last November to commute
her sentence to time served.

Her case has pitted LGBT rights
activists, who warned about her

RUSSIA
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mental health and treatment as
a transgender woman living in a
men’s prison, against national se-
curity hawks who said she did de-
vastating damage to U.S. interes-
ts. The former cheered Obama’s
move, while the latter called it an
outrageous act that set a dange-
rous precedent.

Yet Obama did not grant a par-
don to another prominent leaker,
former National Security Agen-
cy contractor Edward Snowden,
whom the U.S. has been unable
to extradite from Russia. Snow-
den hasn’t formally applied for
clemency, though his supporters
have called for it. Yet the White
House drew a distinction between
the unapologetic Snowden and
Manning, whom officials noted
has expressed remorse and served
several years already for her crime.

Known as Bradley Manning
at the time of her 2010 arrest,
Manning came out as transgen-
der after being sentenced. She was
held at Fort Leavenworth, Kan-
sas, where she attempted suicide
twice last year, according to her
lawyers. Manning has acknowle-
dged leaking the documents, but
has said she did it to raise public

Chelsea Manning poses for a photo wearin

£
g a wig and lipstick.

awareness about the effects of war
on civilians.

“We are all better off knowing
that Chelsea Manning will walk
out of prison a free woman, dedi-
cated to making the world a better
place and fighting for justice for
so many,” said Chase Strangio, an
American Civil Liberties Union
attorney representing Manning,
adding that Obama’s action could
“quite literally save Chelsea’s life.”

But House Speaker Paul Ryan
called the move “just outrageous,”
and added, “Chelsea Manning’s
treachery put American lives at
risk and exposed some of our na-
tion’s most sensitive secrets.”

Manning and many of the others
receiving commutations will be
released in May, in line with stan-
dard procedure allowing a period
for re-entry.

With just days left as president,
Obama also pardoned hotelier Ian
Schrager, who was sentenced in
1980 to 20 months for tax evasion.
The White House said Obama will
announce more clemency actions
Today — his last full day in office —
but said those would focus on drug
offenders and would not likely in-
clude any other famous names.

Commutations reduce sentences
being served, but don’t erase con-
victions. Pardons generally restore
civil rights, such as voting, often
after a sentence has been served.

Cartwright, the former vice chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
who received a pardon, had plea-
ded guilty in October to making
false statements during an inves-
tigation into a leak of classified
information about a covert cybe-
rattack on Iran’s nuclear facilities.
Prosecutors said Cartwright fal-
sely told investigators that he did
not provide information contained
in a news article and in a book by
New York Times journalist David
Sanger, and said he also misled
prosecutors about classified infor-
mation shared with another jour-
nalist, Daniel Klaidman.

The Justice Department sought a
sentence of two years, saying em-
ployees of the U.S. government are
entrusted each day with sensitive
classified information.

Puerto Ricans had long deman-
ded the release of Lopez, who was
sentenced to 55 years in prison for
his role in a violent struggle for
independence for the U.S. island
territory. Lopez had belonged to
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the ultranationalist Armed Forces
of National Liberation, which has
claimed responsibility for more
than 100 bombings at public and
commercial buildings in U.S. cities
during the 1970s and 1980s.

The 74-year-old’s term will expi-
re in May. The White House noted
that absent a commutation, Lopez
likely would have died in prison.

Obama’s commutation for
Manning also raised fresh ques-
tions about the future of ano-
ther figure involved in the Army
leaker’s case: Julian Assange.

Manning,
Cartwright and
Puerto Rican
nationalist
Oscar Lopez
Rivera were the
more prominent
names on a
list otherwise
made up
mostly of
nonviolent drug
offenders

WikiLeaks had earlier pledged,
via tweet, that its founder would
agree to U.S. extradition if Oba-
ma granted clemency to Manning,
Holed up for more than four years
at the Ecuadorian Embassy in
London, Assange has refused to
meet prosecutors in Sweden, whe-
re he’s wanted on a rape allegation,
fearing he would be extradited to
the U.S. to face espionage charges
if he leaves the embassy.

But the Justice Department has
never announced any indictment
of Assange. WikiLeaks lawyer Me-
linda Taylor said U.S. and British
authorities refuse to say whether
the U.S. has requested extradition.
Though she praised the commuta-
tion for Manning, Taylor made no
mention of Assange’s earlier pro-
mise to agree to extradition.

White House officials said nei-
ther Assange’s fate nor separate
concerns about WikiLeaks' role
in Russian hacking of the election
factored into the decision to com-
mute Manning’s sentence. The
officials briefed reporters on con-
dition of anonymity. AP

Authorities extend residence permit for Snowden

USSIAN authorities
ave extended a re-
sidence permit for U.S.
intelligence contractor
Edward Snowden, who
leaked thousands of se-
cret documents from the
National Security Agen-

cy.

Russian Foreign Minis-
try spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova said in a post
on Facebook yesterday
that Snowden’s residen-
ce permit has been ex-
tended for “a couple of

years.”

port.

Snowden has been li-
ving in Russia since 2013
when he got stuck in the
transit area at a Moscow
airport after the United
States canceled his pass-

The announcement co-
mes as U.S. President Ba-
rack Obama has commu-
ted the prison sentence
of Chelsea Manning, who
was convicted for leaking
more than 700,000 U.S.
documents. AP
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Seth Borenstein, Washington

LOBAL warming is

going to steal away

some of those postcar-

d-perfect weather days
in the future, according to a firs-
t-of-its-kind projection of nice
weather.

On average, Earth will have 10
fewer days of mild and mostly dry
weather by the end of the century,
the researchers estimate. Some
places will get more days perfect
for picnics or outdoor weddings,
while other places will lose a lot.
Rio de Janeiro, Miami and much
of Africa are big losers, while Eu-
rope and Seattle will gain nicer
weather.

“It’s the type of weather where
you can go outside and do some-
thing fun,” said study lead author
Karin van der Wiel, a meteorolo-
gy researcher at Princeton Uni-
versity and the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration.
“If’s not too cold. It’s not too hot.
It’s not too humid.”

For the past three decades, the
world has averaged 74 mild days a
year. But by 2035 that will shrink
to 70 and then 64 by the last two
decades of the century, according
to the study, published yesterday
in the journal Climatic Change.
Mild weather was defined as be-
tween 68 and 86 degrees (18 and
30 degrees Celsius) with low hu-
midity and no more than a trace
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CLIMATE CHANGE

Global warming could steal
postcard-perfect weather days

Change of annual number of mild days

mean: -10 d/yr per km’; -11 d/yr per person

of rain.

Any change depends on where
you live and the time of year. For
example, on average, the U.S. will
lose nine mild summer days by
the end of the century, although
most is gained back with more
mild days in the winter, spring
and fall. The report estimates that
Washington, Chicago, New York
and Dallas will lose two weeks

10

of pleasant summer weather but
some is gained back. On average,
Washington loses 13 mild days;
Atlanta, 12; Chicago, 9; Denver
and New York, 6; and Dallas, 1.
The biggest losers will be the
tropics and nearly all of Africa,
eastern South America, South
Asia and northern Australia. Rio
de Janeiro, on average, will see 40
mild days disappear. Miami will

lose its only mild summer day and
nearly a month of spring and fall
mild days by 2100.

“The changes are more dramatic
in parts of the developing world,
where you have high concentra-
tions of populations,” said NOAA
climate scientist and co-author
Sarah Kapnick.

Other places, especially nor-
thern developed ones, will gain
some of what the tropics lost. En-
gland and northern Europe are
big winners. Seattle should pick
up nine mild days and Los Ange-
les, which already has a lot of nice
weather, gets six extra by the end
of the century.

The scientists didn’t specifically
focus on whether the loss of mild
days has already started globally,
but they did see it happening in
much of Africa and South Ameri-
ca, Van der Wiel said.

Climate scientists usually focus
on extreme weather — record
heat, tropical cyclones, droughts,
floods — and how they could get

worse as the world warms. Kapni-
ck said she wanted to look at nice
weather because her friends kept
asking her what day to choose for
good wedding weather.

The team used a middle ground
scenario for global warming —
not worst-case runaway carbon
pollution and not dramatic cuts
in emissions of heat-trapping ga-
ses — and ran different computer
simulations to see what would ha-
ppen.

It’s not just fewer nice days to
enjoy. Fewer mild days will also
harm agricultural production and
allow disease carrying insects to
thrive more in more places, said
University of Georgia meteorolo-
gy professor Marshall Shepherd.

Stanford University climate
scientist Chris Field, wholed an in-
ternational study of extreme wea-
ther, questioned the purpose of the
study: “Extreme conditions are the
sharp end of the climate stick. It is
in the extremes when things break
and damage occurs.” AP
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In accordance with the Regulation of Attribution of Monetary Prizes in High Performance Sporting Events,
the following athletes, coaches and technical support team are awarded monetary prizes as encouragement

WTRE30 £ 7 Bbh BORE

Macao Special Administrative Region Government

yehed o]
Sports Bureau

In accordance with the Regulation of Attribution of Certificates of Merits in Sporting Events, the following
athletes, coaches and technical support team are awarded certificates of merits as encouragement and

and recognition of their achievements:

Competition : 12* Asian Dragon Boat Championships

Total MOPS33S,750

Coach Han Weifeng

Youth Training Conches: Chang W Tenyz:; Chun Weng Lok

Mthbetes Lam I Sang; Chesng Iat Wa: Chan Ka Meng: Hong Whai San: Un Ngai Chong;
Chao Ka Hou; Lam 'Wa Heng: Lam Chon Wore; Clscang Weng Mow Cheang
Ka Lok: Lo Ka Hong; Chan Kai Chong: Loi Chi Ou; Wong Fei Fu: Lee Yooz
Shew, Lei Keng San: Lei Chi Forg: Wong Chion Tong: Nz Cheng Song: Leong
Kin Pong: Weisg Cheong Seng; Wi Pou Fat; Ao leong Kety Kit; Leong Si Wal;
Chiod Cla Wiad; Naseil Jaspar, Rosita Xavier: Cruz Cabrales de Bernardes,
Luz Elena; Fong Hoag Teng: Tam 5§ Lowg: Mok Sin In; Ip Sai Poa; Chan Hoi
Wing Becky; Wong Sut Man; Ng Ka Kei: Cheong Ka lan: Vong | Tak; Chan Wai
In: Sin Kuzan Mui: Leong Hou Lam; Wi Wing Yan: Fung Sin feng: Leong Choi
Wi, Leng Kin Ian; Lam Chi Teng: Lushkina Fernandes, Ylia: Clu Hao Lei;
Lei Chi Cheng; Chio Nga I Pao [ Man; Lok Oi Kan; Ng Chi lan

ing Team
Competition : 14* Asian Indoor Cycling Chanmpionships
Tatal - MOPS171.500
Coach Kuan Sok Mix
Youth Training Coaches : Lou Weng Meng
Attilete L Fae
Bodybuliding Tesm

© 50% Asian & Pliysioue Sports Cl s 2016

Totnl MOPS30,400
Coach Lan Fong Peng
Athletes - Pang Chi Man; Cheong Chi Wa
Competition ; 2016 IPC Athletics Asia-Oceania Champicnships
Toin! : MOPSA4,100
Cosch 3 Waing fo Meng
Technical Support Tean: Chan 1 o
Atblele  *: Lo Wai Fong

al Team
Competition : 2016 INAS i C bpéosships - Asin
Tounl * MOPS39,200
Conch * Sin Y Ming
Techmical Suyport Team: Chan [ Vo
Adhlete = Chen Yt Cliia

Swinuiig e

Coupetition | 10% Asian Swirmumi iouships 2016
Total MOP$99,400

Athletes - Choi Sal Tan; Chod Sut Kuan

Jolls {Jham.

Competition : 17 Asian Roller Skating Champicnships
Total MOPS950,000

Coach Atraca Lishoa, Maria Dulce de Senna Fermandes

Lisbon, Alberto Mario Campante Vieira de Jesin: De Abveida, Alfredo
‘Hermandes; Da Cruz Ramos Femandes, Angusto; Da Luz, Dinisio Albertd; Da
Luz Nunes, Eduardo; Allads Ricardo, Hélder;, Leong Chak In; De Azevedo
O, Martim Afoaso; Olivenga Freire Antunes, Nano Miguel De Semna
Femandes Afraca Afonsa, Ricardo Jorge: Samtos de Oliveim, Ropério André

Tackwondo Team
et

21 Asinn w

Total  MOPS210,000

Coach - Kim, Jua Woo

Athlste  : Feng Xino

‘Wb Team

Comapetition @ 9% Ashan Washu Chamgronships: 6% Woarld Jusior Wishn Championships

Total MOPSE2.$35 5700

Coschies - Iso Chon Tn: Qin Zhifian

outh Trameng Coach* Leong Howg Man

Afldetes: o CheChi Wail Huang Junini; Li ¥i: Sou Cho Man: Chan K Hoogs Wong Kui
Sy Kom Foad Wa: Ho Cha Teng: He Weng 1

Xinnggi Tewm

Competition . 19 Asian Xisngqi Chispionships

Tatal MOPE121.000

: Chen Bupeng

Coach
Athletes

recognition of their achievements:

Athlete - Loi Im Lan

Coaches - Han Weifeng; Chang Wh leng; Chan Weng Lok

Athlctes - Lam Jo Sang: Cheang [at Wa; Chan Ka Meng: Hong Wi San; Un Nigai Cheng:
Chao Ka Hou; Lam Wa Heng; Lam Chon Wong: Cheang Weng Mou: Cheang Ka
Lok: Lo Ka Hong: Chan Kai Chong: Loi Chi Om; Wong Fei Fu: Lee Yong Shen;
Lei Keng Sam; Lel Chi Fong: Wong Chon long: Mg Cheng Song: Leong Kin
Pong: Wong Cheong Seng; W Pou Fad: Ao leong Keng Kit: Lecng Si Wai: Choi
Chi Whi; Naschmeno Gaspar. Rosita Xavier, Oz Cabrales de Bemardes, Luz
Elenac Fong Hong leng, Tam Si Long: Mok Sin Iu: Ip Soi Pow, Chan Hoi Ying
Becky: Wong Sut Man: Ng Ka Kei: Cheong Ka lan; Vong 1 Tak; Chan Wi In:
Sin Kuan Mui: Leong Hou Lam: Wa Wing Yan: Fung Sin Teng; Leong Chol
‘Wan; Leng Kin Tan: Lam Chi Teng: Lustkina Femandes, Yulia: Chwo Hao Lei;
LLei Chi Cheng; Chic Nga T; Pao | Man; Lok Of Kan: Ng Chi Tan

Bowling Team

Coaches  Yin Man Yan; Chai lo Fal

Athletes © Wong Son fan: Ho Man Lok Lee Tak Man

Canoe Team

Coaches - Wong Chan Kong: Sam Siu Heng

Athletes  Ha Long; Sam leong: Cheong Sin'Yi Losiisa

Cycling Tesm

Coaches - Kuan Sok Musi; Loo Weng Meng

Adhletes - Lin Hang U: Lei Fai; Fan 1 Cheng; Ho I Temg: Wan Chi Kit; Chenng Shing Hei:
‘Wong Kal Hei; Chio Hei Lang Cleang Chi Kio; Shum Ka Sek; Chan Inf Tin; Ho
1 Lam: Chang Wa Kin; Chieong Chiod Peng; Ip fok: Lam Wai Lok; Leong Chon
Long

L Liping

Athletes - Ho Chi Hin; Kam Chi Chon: Ho Seng Chon: Lo Weng Kuan: Lo Weag Chi:
Checng Sin I; leong How; Wg Weng L Suen Wing Lam

[GiPecEly Sports Team

Coach - Voug Vi Fong

Athletes : Lai Kn Tong: Sou Wa Chak; Lo Hip Meng Tang Man lo

Foothall Team

Coaches - Tam 1no Saix lomg Cho leng: Chiol Seng Cheons: Chemng Chon Man

Technical Support Team © Leong lsn Teng: Lao Chil Leong

Ahletes - Ho Man Fai; Lo Weng Hou; Cheang Cheng Ieong Paulo; Kam Chi Hou; Kong

Cheng Hou; De Alneids Torrlo, Micholas Mario; Léi Kam Houg; Lee Keng

Pan: Led Ka Him; Sio Ka Uy, Leong Ka Haixg: Rou Ut Cheong: Clian Man: Pang

Chi Hang, Lam Ka Seng: Ho Chi Foig: Cheong Hoi San; Lao Pak Kin: Choi

“Weng Hou

Conches  Kise, Jiro; Silva, Aquisio Da; Guerma, Emanoel Frederico: Lo Chi Waiz Chang

Choi Chan; Tan Chon Hin: Chan fon Peng

| Lio Chon How; Lei Cheng I; Lao Ka Cheng: Lei Cli In; Tang Lai Masx. Chan Ian

Tan; Wong Ka Cheng: Cheung Chi Lap; Tong Ka Jo; Chan Ka 1; Ho Tm San;

Chan Man Kit; Zheng Xisoyne; Ao leong Hang lo; Hol Ngai Wang: Chek Tak

Chong; Leong Lai Tong

Karate Team

Coaches - Punbidnia, Mobammad Rera) Sikuen, Hamed

Athlete  : Chio Chan Man

Swimming Team

Coaches ~ Zhang Zilin; Wang Ruius; Zu0 Chenchen; 1i Songfing

Athletes 1 Choi Sut lan; Choi St Knan; Leong Sut Chan; Leong Suf In: Au Teonsg Sin Teng:
Kou Chin: Lo Wai Lank Li Ni; Lei Chenk See; Lei Cheok Ian; Leong Mei Him:
Cliats Cheng Han: Clang 5i Wai; Choi Nok Lam

Roller Sports Team

Coach Atfrsca Lishes, Maria Dulce de Semun Fernnindes

Athletes | Lishoa, Alberto Mario Campante Vielra de Jesus; De Almeida, Alfredo
Hemandes; Da Cruz Rumos Fermandes, Augusto; Da Luz, Dinisio Alberto; Da
Luz Numes, Eduardo; Alhads Ricardo, Hélder: Leong Chak I De Azevedo
Cmiz. Martim Afomso; Otivenga Freire Antmes, Numo Mignel: De Senna
Femandes Atraca Afonso, Ricando Jorge; Sanios de Ofiveim, Rogério André

pquash Toan

Coaches : Lim, Chee Ming; Chan Chak In

Athletes - Yeung Weng Chi: Yeung Wai Leng

Taekwondo Team

Coaches | Kim, Jun Woo; Kim, Thebyeong: Wang Jauman; Chao Iat Keong

Athletes - Feng Xiao; Maricic, Nikola; Lin Ka Ho; Chan Tek Hel: Shi Hol Ho; De
Assumgio, Alba Merilda

Trinthkon Team

Conch  : Ando, Kenta

Athletes wmm\ #0 Jose; Ng Un lan; Kn Lap Chan; Un Chak Losg: Teong.
Chi Meng: Wi Chi Choag: Wong Chin Wa: Cheang Whi Ip; Hoi Long.

Wb Team

Conches T30 Chonln: Leong Hoag Man; Qin Zhijisn: Hunng YanHl

Atbletes © Clin Chi Wai; Li Yi: Hiuang Johus; Son Cio Mas; Cheong Pui Setss; W Nok
In: Chio Wai Keong; Chong Ka Seng, Woog Kui Sit: Wong Sam In; Ho Chon
Tenig: He Werig I; Chan Kunt Hong: Chenng 6 Chit; Lei Cheok Teong: Han Soi
Wi Chin Ka Hou; Kan Kt Wa; Hisng Si Fan; Wong Weng Last; Chisng Chi Kel.
Ho Pui Kei; 130 Hoi Man: Wong fok Lam: Song Chi Kusn

Chess Team

Conch  ; Ho Hou Meng.

Athletes : leong Seak Hin: Ip Seng Tou

Coach  : Chen Bupeng

Athletes . Cso Yaulei: Lei Kam Pun; Che Keng Po; Can Wing Lok

Athletes.
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what’s ON

LLove oF MACAU — PHOTOGRAPHS BY LEE
KunNG Kim

TIME: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm,
closed on Mondays)

UNTIL: July 9, 2017

VENUE: Macao Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai,
s/n, NAPE

Museum Admission: $5 (Free on Sundays and
public holidays)

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8791 9814

AD LIB- Recent WoORKS BY KONSTANTIN
BESSMERTNY

TIME: 10am-7pm (no admission after 6:30 pm,
closed on Mondays)

UNTIL: May 28, 2017

VENUE: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai,
s/n, NAPE

ADMISSION: MOP5 (free on Sundays and public
holidays)

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8791 9814

KuNG Fu PANDA ACADEMY

TIME: 11:30am-1pm & 2pm-15:30pm

UNTIL: February 5, 2017

VENUE: Level 4, Tian Shan Ballroom, Sheraton
Grand Macao Hotel, Sands Cotai Centra
ADMISSION: MOP200 per child (complimentary
entry for one adult and MOP100 for each
additional adult)

Enquiries: (853) 8113 0000

THE STAMP FESTIVAL

TIME: 9am-5:30pm (no admission after 5:00 pm),
closed on public holidays

UNTIL: April 7, 2017

VENUE: Communication Museum of Macao /
Estrada D. Maria Il, No. 7

ADMISSION: MOP10

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2871 8063 / 2871 8570

SAILING FOR DReams - WoRKs BY Kwok
WoonN

TIME: 10am-7pm (Closed on Mondays)
UNTIL: April 23, 2017

VENUE: Navy Yard No.1, Rua de S. Tiago da
Barra

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8988 4000

‘DESTINY IS A MATTER OF CHOICE FOR
YouRrseLF’ LEoNG WAN SIN ExHIBITION
TIME: 10:30 am to 6:30 pm (Closed on Mondays
and public holidays)

UNTIL: February 2, 2017

ADMISSION: Free

VENUE: 10 Fantasia, Calcada da Igreja de
S.Lazaro

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2835 4582

US: MIsSSING HUNTER LOCATED
IN ALABAMA JAIL

Searchers spent time looking for a missing hunter in north Ala-
bama until officers realized he was actually in jail.

Relatives of 50-year-old Randy Keith Holt of Hartselle reported
the man missing Monday afternoon after he failed to return from
a hunting trip. Holt didn’t have a cellphone with him, so no one
could contact him or track him.

The Limestone County Sheriff's Department, the Alabama Law
Enforcement Agency, firefighters, dog handlers, a helicopter and
others joined in a search.

But officers realized Holt was in the Limestone County Jail
once they heard his last name. He had been arrested for public
intoxication near the search site before the manhunt began.

Authorities say relatives of the man didn’t realize he was in cus-
tody and reported him missing.

13:00 TDM News (Repeated)

13:30 News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast

14:50 RTPi Live

17:00 Happy Endings Sr.2

17:40  Criminal Minds S10 (Repeated)

18:20 Precious Pearl (Repeated)

19:10  Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)
19:40 Soap Opera

20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:00 TDM Talk Show

21:30 Castle S6

22:10  Precious Pearl

23:00 TDM News

23:30 Miscellaneous

00:05 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
00:40  RTPi Live

CINETEATRO
19 -20JaN

ARRIVAL

Room 1

2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm

Director: Denis Villeneuve

Starring: Amy Adams, Jeremy Renner, Forest Whitaker
Language: English

Duration: 116min

A STREET CAT NAMED BOB

ROOM 2

2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm

Director: Roger Spottiswoode

Starring: Luke Treadaway, Joanne Froggatt, Ruta
Gedmintas

Language: English

Duration: 103min

10000 MILES

ROOM 3

2:30, 9:30pm

Director: Simon Hung

Starring: Yuan Huang, Megan Lai, Darren Wang
Language: Mandarin (Cantonese, English)
Duration: 103min

SING

ROOM 3

4:30, 7:30pm

Director: Garth Jennings

Starring: Matthew McConaughey, Reese Witherspoon,
Seth MacFarlane

Language: Cantonese (English)

Duration: 108min

Macau Tower
19 JaN - 27 JAN

ARRIVAL

2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm

Director: Denis Villeneuve

Starring: Amy Adams, Jeremy Renner, Forest Whitaker
Language: English

Duration: 116min

2000 ‘INTERNET TWINS’ TAKEN
INTO CARE

The American twin girls at the centre of an internet
adoption scandal have been seized from a hotel in nor-
th Wales and taken into care.

The girls were staying with British couple Alan and
Judith Kilshaw who say they paid £8,000 to adopt the
girls over the internet. The Kilshaws now plan to fight
for custody of the babies through the courts.

Belinda and Kymberley, who are six-months-old, have
been the subject of a tug of love between two would-be
sets of adoptive parents, on both sides of the Atlantic.

The scandal first erupted when American couple
Vickie and Richard Allen complained the twins were
taken from them as they were finalising an internet deal
to adopt the girls for £4,000.

After two months caring for the twins at their home in
California, the Allens say the girls’ natural mother asked
to say one last goodbye and snatched them back.

Social services were alerted once the babies arrived
in Britain.

They applied for an emergency protection order and
last night, social services workers and police officers
went to the Beaufort Park Hotel in Mold where the girls
have been staying with the Kilshaws.

Flintshire social services say the girls have been taken
into care for their own safety.

Judith Kilshaw said: “I thought if there was a problem
it would be dealt with sensitively.

“They would come at a reasonable time, talk to me
and Alan and say this is what we are thinking of doing.”

Giloria Allred, legal adviser for the girls’ natural mother,
Tranda Wecker, says she just wants what is best for
the twins.

Richard and Vickie Allen say they are praying for the
twins’ return - and they have set up a shrine to them
in their home.

Mr Allen has appealed to the girls’ natural mother not
to go through the courts.

He said: “l am asking as a human being to please send
me my babies back.”

The case will go to the High Court next week.

Courtesy BBC News

The case of the internet adoption twins caused huge con-
troversy and led to the tightening of the adoption law in the
United Kingdom.

An American judge ruled in March 2001 the girls should be
returned to the United States for their future to be decided
there.

The court ruled neither set of would-be parents met the legal
requirements for adoption.

The Allens later withdrew their claim after Mr Allen was ac-
cused of molesting two teenage babysitters - charges he de-
nied.

The Kilshaws ran up legal bills of more than £60,000 in the
custody battle.

They were declared bankrupt in March 2002, and four months
later Mr Kilshaw was struck off as a solicitor for financial
malpractice.

The twins’ estranged natural parents failed to win custody.

A judge ruled in May 2002 that the best interests of twins
Kiara and Keyara would be served by keeping them under the
care of the Missouri Division of Family Services.
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OUR STARS

Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19

Do not jump and run at the sound
of someone else’s alarm today -
your sense of urgency is different
from the next guy’s. Base your
actions on what you think is most
important.

Gemini

May 21-Jun. 21

Pluck the nuttiest idea out of the
back corner of your mind, knock
the dust and cobwebs off of it, and
mull it over today. Chances are,
if you turn it over in your mind
enough times.

Leo

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

If you don’t start patting yourself
on the back more, you could
become easy prey for people who
like to manipulate or con others
into doing the work that they
should be doing.

n Libra

|
Sep.23-Oct. 22

Sure, a lot of the small details of
an upcoming event are still up in
the air, but the stars say that those
details won't really matter in the
end. Everything will work out
well, so your job is done here!

} Sagittarius

Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Your luck continues to be very good
today, and you are getting used to
having things go your way. This
feeling of confidence is a huge boon to
your creativity, so make sure you find
some time to work all your ideias.

M Aquarius
A
Jan. 20-Feb. 18

If you spend too much time
performing too many experiments,
you aren’t going to end up learning
very much. Too many contradictory
conclusions will be formed, and you'll
be farther behind.

1- Lens holders; 5- Lock of hair; 10- Just ___!; 14- Bhutan’s continent;
15- It’s a wrap; 16- Defense grp. since 1949; 17- Auditorium; 18- Refrain in a
children’s song; 19- Skedaddles; 20- Fountain treats; 22- Enclose; 24- Actress

8 Taurus

April 20-May 20

Your ability to accept differing
opinions and ideas is strong, but it
could be stronger. Luckily, there will
be no shortage of opposing viewpoints
around you today - listen to them and
be tolerant. Don’t debate ideas.

Cancer

Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Today you will see how
successful many of the people in
your life are. Unfortunately, this
might awaken the green-eyed
monster lurking deep inside of
you.

Virgo

Aug. 23-Sept. 22

You have every right to brag
to friends about your latest
accomplishments, but you really
shouldn’t - at least not today. Too
many of your friends with fragile
egos might react negatively.

]Il" Oct. 23 - Nov. 21

Today you will definitely have
the energy and strength to go the
distance. So don’t shy away from
any type of challenge, no matter
how out of your element you may
feel or how high the stakes may be.

g Dec. 22-Jan. 19

You’'ll witness an ugly exchange
between two people you respect
today. One of them feels more
deserving of the praise the other
one received. You know what it’s
like to feel overlooked.

} E Feb.19-Mar. 20

It might feel as though you're
not quite living in reality today -
the universe is sending you lots
of fantastic energy, which will
definitely be a welcome (and very
entertaining) notion.

Scorpio

Capricorn

Pisces

- . F = P :
T'M SICK OF ALL YOUR [NSULTS! £ JUSTONCE, COULDN'T YOU S&Y £ VERY WELL, T LIKE YOUR
15 SOMETHING ABOUT ME THAT 2 NOICE WHEN YOU KEEP YOUR
Sp— YOU LIKE 7 i~ MOUTH SHUT!
g 7
)| T 3 I {Cr
I, £ r'
o
b2 £
MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+
4 6 3 7 a 3 Beijing -5 1 flurry/clear
3 1 2 1 4 Harbin -22 -12 cloudy
7 9 65 1 Tianjin 2 = flurry
7 5 _ 9 8 2 Urumaqi -19 -10 foggy
1 3 7| |8 6 4 5 Xi’an -2 4 cloudy/clear
2 | 7 7 5 6 Lhasa -7 10 clear
6 2 5 7 8|4 Chengdu 5 9 overcast
5 s Chongging 8 11 overcast
18 6 8 Kunming 4 19 cloudy
] Nanjing 4 7 drizzle/overcast
Shanghai 6 9 drizzle/overcast
. Wuhan 4 10 overcast/clear
Medlum Hard Hangzhou 5 8 drizzle
39 8 2 6|3 Taipei 18 22 drizzle
5 9|6 7 1 Guangzhou 15 22 drizzle
8 7 Hong Kong 17 22 cloudy
8 6 5 4 3
6 4 1 5 1
1 3
6 ° 4 5 Moscow -9 -6 flurry
ol B . 6 2 Frankfurt 5 -1 clear
2 118 8 Paris -4 3 clear
London 0 5 clear
New York 2 6 drizzle

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

28939 939/ 2828 3283

Water Supply — Report 2822 0088

—Report 1000

Electricity — Report 28 339 922

€
8
€
Helgenberger; 27- Follow; 28- Of many kinds; 32- Rips; 35- Inventor Whitney; % 999
36- January, in JuAjrez; 38- Meat; 40- Like candles; 42- End of ___; 44- Model 2 .
Macpherson; 45- Brown ermine; 47- John Garner; 49- Neighbor of Syr.; 50- o) Fire department 28 572 222
Sign up; 52- Automobile; 54- “Darn!”; 56- lke’s ex; 57- Worker; 60- Seductively 2 .
beautiful woman; 64- Highway hauler; 65- Crystal-lined rock; 68- Structure for E (Open Ilne) 993
storing grain; 69- Lulu; 70- Kett and James; 71- Old oath; 72- Magic stick; 73- ___ g )
Island; 74- Beaver creations; 3 PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
>
o
1- Stadium cheers; 2- Golfer Aoki; 3- Temperate; 4- Italian sausage; 5- a 28 573 333
Mao ___-tung; 6- Thor Heyerdahl craft; 7- ... ___ saw Elba; 8- Person of exceptional 8
holiness; 9- Winter vehicle; 10- Of angular . E Customs 28 559 944
form; 11- Uttered; 12- Kitchen addition; @GRGIGEVERWITN] =
13- Fortune 500 listings: Abbr.; 21- Ump’s [T C T l's | e | BlE 'L [’ 5 S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
call; 23- Untruths, tells falsehoods; 25- [£T,T T w sI'o AT H P
Barrett of gossip; 26- First American to [wloln|olelR YIElAlH § 28371333
orbit Earth; 28- Sounds like a kitten; 29- [& (s = olelrls S
Having wings; 30- Agnew’s old boss; Pl ~ T . :
31- Fantasy; 33- Souvenir; 34- Chip dip; [c[H|a|n|c e[FlulL Commission Against
37-Ready ___...; 39- Actress Deborah; 41- |R|E|L|E E AlR|T|E .
Convict; 43- Broadway opener; 46- Bull; _'g“ LT E g M AITIA Com"ptlon (CCAC) 28326 300
48- Ages and ages; 51- More massive; |P|O|M|E il A T ! IMIEID
53- Elevated; 55- Molars, e.g.; 57- Singer S ggBiMN O1S -4 LN LR 28 387 333
Horne; 58- Prayer ending; 59- ___-Rooter; [ EEIE - R :i_l .
61- Capital of Latvia; 62- Jack of “Rio (£ (=1 g M =LA BNS O Tourism 28 333 000
June honoreer 67 Legal anding; 0 el IS R 59888 88
; 07~ Legal ending; AfnAa Aann Rnee

28 716 081

-
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FOR SALE

www.JMLProperty.com

FOR RENT

More info, please contact us
Info@JMLproperty.Com

Nova Taipa Tower 29
Car Park, Taipa
0sqft/HKD 1.3M
HKD 0sq ft
No M260. Close to Lift
Ref: 16105502

Calgada da Surpresa, 12,
Ching Fai Court, Macau
2 Bedroom Apartment
Unique in Design
HKD 23,000 / 2,000 sq ft
Ref: 16120629

Taipa Warehouse, Pac On
Taipa
1,652 sq ft / HKD 6.99M
HKD 4,231 sq ft
Storage Space & Cargo Lifts
Ref: 16095501

Office - Central Business
District, Macau
Central Location
Two Separate Entrances
HKD 22,000/ 1,222 sq ft
Ref: 16090618

lau Lei Garden
Taipa
1,015 sq ft / HKD 6.8M
HKD 6,699sq ft
Views Across Taipa
Ref: 16105501

Manhattan E Unit
Taipa
1,626 sq ft / HKD 11.382M
HKD 7,000sq ft
Luxury Residence
Ref: 16105505

Manhattan - B unit
Taipa
3 Bedroom Apartment
Spacious and Furnished
HKD 22,000 / 1,680 sq ft
Ref: 16120630

Hellene Gardens, Lot 4,
D Unit, Coloane
3 Bedroom Apartment
Car Park Included
HKD 12,800 / 1,663 sq ft
Ref: 16100623
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Europe announces changes to
Ryder Cup qualifying system

Steve Douglas, Abu Dhabi

UROPE’S team for the 2018

Ryder Cup in France will
have an extra captain’s pick and
is set to contain more in-form
players following a revamp of the
qualifying system in the wake of
a heavy loss to the United States
last year.

The aim is clear: To give captain
Thomas Bjorn the best possible
team to regain the cup.

Jolted by Europe’s 17-11 loss in
Hazeltine, Europe announced
changes yesterday that see the
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number of captain’s selections
increased from three to four,
while more points will be earned
at events in the latter stages of
qualifying to ensure that in-form
players have a better chance of
making the team.

A third change to the qualifi-
cation process will see no Ryder
Cup qualifying points on offer at
tournaments staged on the PGA
Tour in the same weeks as the
European Tour’s newly introdu-
ced Rolex Series — a group of ei-
ght events that will have enhan-
ced status and prize money.

The changes were approved
late Tuesday at a meeting of the
European Tour’s tournament
committee in Abu Dhabi, whe-
re the Abu Dhabi HSBC Cham-
pionship is being played this
week.

“I'm confident that we’re going
to have the 12 best European
players representing us in Fran-
ce,” European captain Thomas
Bjorn said.

It was felt by some that Euro-
pe did not field its best team at
Hazeltine because of restrictions
with the qualifying system. Alex
Noren, for example, was the ho-
ttest player in Europe in the se-
cond half of 2016 but his wins
in July and September came too
late to get him in Darren Clarke’s
side.

“From my own experience,”
Bjorn said, “when you make all
your points in November and
December the year before, it can
be quite daunting to play in the
Ryder Cup when you haven't
played particularly well for three

or four months coming into it.”

“I don’t think you can, at any
time in sports, take away from
guys that are in form.”

While keen to have the best
players at his disposal, Bjorn also
was wary of preserving the stan-
ding of the European Tour in the
face of competition from the lu-
crative PGA Tour.

As aresult, the rule that a player

must be a member of the Euro-
pean Tour to be eligible for the
Ryder Cup was retained. That
ruled out U.S.-based Englishman
Paul Casey from getting in the
2016 team, as he was refusing
to join the European Tour for fa-
mily reasons.

Also, from 2018 onward,
players cannot be a future Ryder
Cup captain or vice-captain if
they decline membership of the
European Tour or fail to fulfil the
minimum obligation of playing
at least four events on tour each
season.

“I think we've got a good balan-
ce,” British Open champion Hen-
rik Stenson said of the changes.

The qualification process be-
gins at the Czech Masters in Pra-
gue from Aug. 31-Sept. 3 AP

ToKYO 2020 TO STUDY GOLF CLUB’S

MEMBERSHIP POLICIES

TOKYO 2020 organizers say
they will review membership
practices at the golf course se-
lected for the Olympic Games
following criticism that it does
not allow women as full mem-
bers. Founded in 1929, the Kasu-
migaseki Country Club is one of
the oldest private clubs in Japan
but does not allow women to be-
come full members or to play on
Sundays. “The Tokyo 2020 or-

ganizing committee will continue
studying the club owner’s policy
on the membership eligibility and
responses to the public discus-
sion,” organizers said in a state-
ment. Tokyo governor Yuriko
Koike has urged the club to admit
women as full members. “I feel
very uncomfortable about women
not being able to become a regu-
lar member in this era,” Koike
said at a press conference.

PLATINUM

SERIES

ACOP PLATINUM SERIES 16. HKD $500,000 GUARANTEE PLUS A
CHANCETO WIN A SEAT AT THE ASIA CHAMPIONSHIP OF POKER

The Top 10p
Platinum Series Play

Level 2,
Estrade do Istmo,
Cotai

rom the Main Event will be entered into the ACOP:
a chance at HKD $100,000 ACOP Main Event Seat!

Find out more at PokerStarsLIVEMacau.com
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Dave Skretta, Kansas City (Mo.)

HE pain in his hip is
gone. All that’s left is
a surgical screw and
a scar.

Nathan Chen hardly thinks
about it these days, when he’s
gliding over the fresh ice in
training or competition. The
next big thing in American
figure skating doesn’t worry
about it while he’s taking off
for one of his myriad quads,
or that triple axel that causes
him so much vexation.

It’s been a year, after all. A
lot has happened.

“Now, it’s totally fine,” he
said, while preparing for this
week’s U.S. championships at
the Sprint Center in Kansas
City, “but it’s really difficult
when you’re injured for wor-
Ids or something big. But I
think that being able to over-
come that makes you stron-
ger.”

Yes, that’s exactly what the
17-year-old prodigy has done:
He’s come back stronger.

The avulsion injury, where
a piece of the hip bone splin-
tered off, hardly hampered
him last month in Marseil-
le, France. Chen landed four
of his stunning quadruple
jumps during the Grand Prix
final to earn silver, becoming
the second-youngest ever to
medal at the event.

He also was the first Ameri-
can to medal there since Evan
Lyascek and Johnny Weir in
2009.

“He’s a really great competi-
tor,” said reigning U.S. cham-
pion Adam Rippon, who will
be unable to defend his title
due to his own injury, “and
I'm really impressed with
what he’s done.”

Not surprisingly, Chen has
become the heavy favorite to
win the title this weekend.

“The first time I saw him,
he was competing against
my brother at nationals, and
my brother retired after that
year because of Nathan,” said
three-time champion Ashley
Wagner. “He’s definitely co-
ming into his own. It’s awe-

CYCLING

FIGURE SKATING

Nathan Chen leads the
way at US championships

some how much he’s pushing
the boundaries of his sport.”

By that, Wagner means that
there are few other skaters
doing quads with the same
kind of amplitude as Chen -
perhaps Japanese superstar
Yuzuru Hanyu and a handful
of others.

While risky, the rewards
for the high-flying jumps are
worth it. Their base value
has jumped a considerable
amount over the last couple
Olympic cycles, reaching a
point where even quads that
end up under-rotated or with
a two-footed landing yield
big points.

The big question is what
exactly will Chen unveil in
Kansas City?

“I’ve been working on all my
quads, excluding toe loops,
the past two weeks,” he said.
“I’'ve thought about different
program plans and it depends
on how my body is during
that time, if anything is hur-
ting, if 'm ready to push full
-out. There’s a lot of options.”

Rippon’s decision to with-
draw cleared a major road
block for Chen, and left Max
Aaron and Jason Brown as
his biggest competition. But
chances are they’ll have to
land at least one clean quad
of their own - and perhaps
a couple - to have a shot at
winning.

Here’s a brief look at the
other titles up for grabs this
week in Kansas City:

LADIES Wagner emerged
as the favorite after winning
Skate America, but a disa-
ppointing Cup of China left
the race wide open. Defen-
ding champion Gracie Gold
struggled throughout the
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fall but should not be coun-
ted out, while Mirai Nagasu
and Mariah Bell are podium
threats.

Missing is silver medalist
Polina Edmunds, who with-
drew with a foot injury.

“My confidence, some would
say is surprisingly high,” Gold
said. “The amount of progress
I've been able to make since

|

Golden Spin (in December)
to now has been incredible. I
think I’'m going to put out two
really great performances in
Kansas City.”

PAIRS Tarah Kayne and
Danny O’Shea are back to de-
fend the title they won in St.
Paul, Minnesota, but the wild
card is how Kayne’s knee will

hold up. She was diagnosed
with a tendon issue that has
had an impact on training
and competition for much of
the past year.

Former champs Alexa Sci-
meca and Christopher Knie-
rim have withdrawn due to
injuries, leaving the teams of
Haven Denny and Brandon
Frazier and Marissa Castelli
and Mervin Tran among the
favorites.

“We took a break and kind
of reorganized a lot of things,
a lot of weaknesses we’ve had
this season,” Frazier said. “I
think the last month has been
very solid, probably the best
month of training we have
had since we’ve been back.”

DANCE The Americans
have become world leaders
in ice dance, and that should
mean a tight race for medals
at the U.S. championships.
But reigning champs Maia
Shibutani and Alex Shibutani
are still clear front-runners,
especially after their bronze
medal at the Grand Prix final.

Madison Chock and Evan
Bates, the 2015 champs who
took silver a year ago, are ai-
ming to return to the top. Ma-
dison Hubbell and Zach Do-
nohue are three-time bronze
medalists eager for more.

“I think we’re definitely in a
different place heading into
this championship,” Alex Shi-
butani said. “The results have
been validating for us, but
I think what led to the suc-
cess we've had over the past
18 months started with the
mindset and approach that
we’ve been able to success-
fully continue the first half
of the season: We don’t take
anything for granted.” AP

Richie Porte wins 2nd stage of Tour Down Under

USTRALIAN cy-

time after he took out

BMC Racing Team, re-

the Olympic road race

really want to wait arou-

away and began a series

clist Richie Porte
won the second stage of
the Tour Down Under
yesterday, giving him
the overall lead in the
opening event on the
2017 UCI WorldTour.
Runner-up at the last
two editions of the Tour
Down Under, Richie put
himself in a strong po-
sition to go all the way
and win the race this

the gruelling 145.5 ki-
lometer (90 mile) sta-
ge from Stirling, in the
Adelaide Hills, to the
small town of Paracom-
be, by 16 seconds.
Spain’s Gorka Izaguir-
re crossed the line se-
cond while Colombia’s
Esteban Chaves was
third. Rohan Dennis, a
team mate of Porte for
the United States-based

covered from a flat tire
to finish fourth.

Yesterday’s stage, fea-
turing several tough
climbs and difficult des-
cents, is one of the most
demanding and influen-
tial stages of the six-day
Tour. Two years ago,
Dennis went on to win
the race after winning
the stage.

Porte crashed out of

in Rio de Janiero in
September so made
winning the Tour Down
Under his first objective
of a season in which he
is aiming for a podium
finish at the Tour de
France.

He now leads the ove-
rall classification by 20
seconds.

“I know I've got good
climbing legs and didn’t

nd. So to be able to ride
away like that gives me
good confidence,” Porte
said.

“You know there are
some stressful days co-
ming up so I won’t be
counting our chickens
until they hatch.”

This stage featured
five laps of a undulating
loop through Stirling
before the riders turned

of steep climbs and des-
cents on the way to Pa-
racombe, which has a
population of just 350.

The early part of the
stage featured a solo
breakway by German’s
Sasha Sutterlin, riding
for the Movistar Team.
He opened up a margin
of five minutes before
he faded and was caught
by the peloton. AP
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KEN‘TECHY FRIED CHICKEN

As the Year of the Rooster looms, KFC is
turning into Ken’techy Fried Chicken.

A Beijing branch of the fast food chain has
introduced facial recognition software. When
you go there, a bit of tech checks you out, and
might show you some leg. Of fried chicken.

That’s if you’re a guy in your 20s. If the ar-
tificial intelligence-enabled system reads you
as female and older, it could recommend por-
ridge and soybean milk. The software links
person to palate, and makes some whopper
assumptions, to reference a rival.

KFC has teamed up with Baidu, the Chinese
search engine, to create this, the world’s first
smart restaurant. But is it a good idea? Well,
if they’d had that software at Beijing’s Starbu-
cks, it would have avoided my many attempts
to say ‘meishi kafei’. ‘An Americano’. What
rapture it would have been to merely stare
into a Starbucks digital camera and have the
nodal points of my face measured and sto-
red on a database, thereafter communicating
my caffeine order without anyone behind the
counter shouting ‘shenme?’ (what?) So, in
China, with expats and difficult tones, | can
see the advantages.

But will it work? Because of pollution, many
Beijingers wear face masks. Recognize me
now, KFC? Or is it finger-licking hard?

An even more basic challenge is getting a
clear view of a face. The typical Chinese neck
is angled at 45 degrees: staring down at a
smart phone.

Then there’s the rise of cosmetic surgery,
usually obtained by travelling to South Korea.
‘Rhinoplasty failure, doctor— KFC still serves
me the same meal!’

Assuming it does work, what about the im-
plications? Obviously, there are issues of
privacy and data security. Do you want your
chick picks recorded? But also other stuff -
the smaller hot potatoes. What if you’re on
a diet? Much was made recently in the UK
about office cake culture and its contribution
to obesity, suggesting people starting a Ja-
nuary cut-down have the right to be irritated
if colleagues bring in chocolate and cake. Ex-
tend that, and surely you can be exasperated
by KFC tempting you to a bucket of wings.
Can you sue facial recognition software, if you
can link it to weight gain?

And will KFC’s facial recognition software
eventually talk to other facial recognition sof-
tware, passing on your details? Might it talk
to a patisserie? ‘Na, she’s already had crispy
wings, no fondant fancy for her’. Or to fashion
stores? ‘Those jeans won't fit, she eats fried
chicken here too often.’ All these savvy pieces
of software communicating with each other,
originating from this one smart chicken res-
taurant in China — after the Internet of Things,
the Internet of Wings?

Let’s also consider: is it a Facebook of food?
It sounds like you are only recommended thin-
gs you already know, like-minded meals. No
new ideas, like, say, the ‘sausage and pan-
fried egg with macaroni in soup’ combo. It’s
popular in Hong Kong branches of KFC.

There are so many reasons to cry fowl, you
have to wonder why KFC is doing this. To be a
rooster profit booster, that’s why. KFC is one of
the largest chains in China, with thousands of
restaurants. It regularly introduces new menu
items to tantalise customers. This is another
menu update: not ‘teriyaki’ but ‘techy-happy
chicken. And it’s getting lots of publicity in ad-
vance of the new year holiday, when China’s
workers have leisure time to fill.

Me, | mostly worry about small talk. Software
won’t do that so about to vanish are: ‘Hello
and I'll be your server today’ and ‘Have a nice
day.’ Happy Year of the Smart Rooster.

m HoNG KONG ACTOR ANDY LAU
INJURED WHILE WORKING IN THAILAND

Hong Kong actor Andy Lau has been injured
while working in Thailand.

A statement from his representative said the
55-year-old actor fell off a horse and injured
his pelvis on the set of a commercial Tuesday.

The statement thanked people who expressed

It said: “Mr. Lau is under the sound care of a
medical team and all is fine.”

No further information about how he was
injured or his current condition was disclosed.
Lau is one of the most beloved actors from

Hong Kong and has won countless accolades

their concern but said fans shouldn’t worry.

for singing and acting.

BOLLYWOOD

Indian court acquits actor
of using illegal arms

OP Bollywood star

Salman Khan was ac-
quitted yesterday of the
charge of using unlicen-
sed arms while hunting
for rare blackbucks in a
wildlife preserve 18 years
ago.

The 51-year-old was
present in the court in
Jodhpur, a city in Rajas-
than state, as Chief Ju-
dicial Magistrate Dalpat
Singh Rajpurohit annou-
nced his acquittal.

The charge was dismis-
sed for lack of evidence,

his attorney Hastimal Sa-
raswat said. If convicted,
he would have faced up to
seven years in prison.

The prosecution argued
that the license of a re-
volver and a rifle allege-
dly used by Khan had ex-
pired in 1998.

As Khan’s fans cheered
his acquittal, he tweeted:
“Thank you for all the su-
pport and good wishes.”

The Indian court system
is notoriously slow, and
it often takes years and
even decades for a case to

DECISIVE MOMENT
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Students and teachers stand outside a highschool yesterday , in Rome, after it was evacuated
following three earthquakes which hit central Italy in the space of an hour, shaking the same region
that suffered a series of deadly quakes last year.

go to trial.

Apart from the illegal
arms case, police had fi-
led three poaching cases
against Khan during the
shoot of one of his films
in Jodhpur in 1998.

He was convicted by a
lower court and senten-
ced to one and five years
in prison, respectively.
But the actor challenged
the verdict in a higher
court, which said there
was no evidence to sug-
gest that the pellets re-
covered from the animals
were fired from Khan’s
gun. He is still facing
trial in a third case for
allegedly poaching two
rare blackbucks.

Khan has starred in
more than 9o Hindi-lan-
guage films, but has also
had brushes with the law.

In 2014, the Mumbai
High Court acquitted the
actor in a drunken-dri-
ving, hit-and-run case
from more than a decade
ago.

The judges found that
prosecutors had failed
to prove charges of cul-
pable homicide, in whi-
ch they accused Khan of
driving while intoxica-
ted in 2002 and running
over five men sleeping on
a sidewalk in Mumbai,
killing one of them.

The government of
Maharashtra state, of
which Mumbai is the ca-
pital, has challenged his
acquittal in the Supreme
Court. AP

Massimo Percossi/ANSA via AP
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WORLD BRIEFS

JAPAN A fast-growing
Japanese hotel chain

is facing criticism over

a book penned by the
chain’s owner that says
the Rape of Nanking was
fabricated. APA Group
drew fire for spreading
the revisionist views

of company president
Toshio Motoya by putting
the books in hotel
guestrooms and also
selling them. More on p10

IRAQ’s prime minister is
demanding full disclosure
about events surrounding
the 2003 U.S.-led invasion
of Irag. Haider al-Abadi
told reporters that he
would like to see a
“thorough investigation”
into what took the U.S.
forces from “liberating” the
country to “occupying” it.
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BOSNIA The President
of the Bosnian Serb
region of Republic of
Srpska, Milorad Dodik,
has dismissed U.S.
sanctions imposed on
him for obstructing the
peace accords that
ended Bosnia’s war two
decades ago, callingita
reversible act of revenge
by the departing Obama
administration.

GERMANY-BRITAIN
German Chancellor Angela
Merkel is pledging to
ensure that the Brexit
process doesn’t divide
Europe. Merkel said
yesterday that British
Prime Minister Theresa
May’s speech has offered
“a clearer impression” of
what London wants, but
stressed that negotiations
will begin only when Britain
formally triggers exit talks.
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US Obama became the
president to have granted
more commutations

than any other when

he announced that
Chelsea Manning will be
freed in May. Manning,
the transgender Army
intelligence officer who
leaked more than 700,000
U.S. documents, was one
of 273 people receiving
clemency on a single day.
More on p14



