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Beijing residents concerned 
about breathing the capital’s 
thick gray air are adapting, 
inventing and even creating 
businesses to protect the 
health of their families and 
others. Some of their efforts 
could help people around the 
world X3

Inspired by 
the Smog
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DRIVE IN Jake Coyle, AP

Lovingly constructed ‘Red 
Turtle’ entertains slowly

When was the last time 
an animated film ac-

tual lowered your pulse rate?
In its typical Hollywood 
form, an animated feature is 
usually the cinematic equi-
valent of a sugar rush — a 
frantic barrage of colors and 
movement and jokes and 
sounds.
It’s safe to say that “The 
Red Turtle,” a fortuitous 
collaboration between Ja-
pan’s famed Studio Ghibli 
and Dutch animator-director 
Michael Dudok de Wit, is 
very, very different. A fable, 
beautifully drawn in calm, 
soothing colors, it doesn’t 

even have dialogue, let alone 
a throbbing soundtrack. Tho-
se sounds you hear are the 
sounds of silence, and even-
tually they become hypnotic.
As Dudok de Wit tells it, 
he received an email out of 
the blue in 2006 from the 
vaunted animation studio, 
asking if he’d be interested 
in working on his first fea-
ture (the director is known 
for his animated shorts.) He 
was, and he came up with the 
story of a man cast away on a 
deserted island.
The director’s research took 
him to his own deserted is-
land, in the Seychelles, 

need to slow down and wait 
for our own gratification.
Of course nature can be ter-
rifying, too, in sudden ways, 
and so another thing this 
expressive film manages 
to convey is how vulnerab-
le man is to the caprices of 
nature. Finally, we’re also 
asked to contemplate our at-
titudes toward death — but 
now we’re really getting 
ahead of ourselves. No more 
plot revelations here, other 
than to say that the entire 
cycle of life is lovingly por-
trayed.
After watching “The Red 
Turtle,” you might find you-

where he shot thousands of 
photographs. He wanted to 
recreate the feeling of how 
time stands still in such a 
place. He spent nine years 
creating that animated world. 
And you can tell.
The film begins with a roi-
ling sea. A man is lost in 
the waves; we don’t know 
how he got there. Finally, 
he washes up on a tranquil 
island, inhabited seemingly 
only by a few friendly crabs 
on the beach.
Exploring the rocky cliffs, he 
slips and falls into a crevas-
se, and seems about to drown 
in the water below when he 
steels his nerves, dives dee-
per down, and finds a way 
out. Slowly, in this way, he 
learns how to cope with the 
forces of nature around him. 
And slowly we relax, too, 
into the rhythms of this na-
tural world.
There are some lovely greens 
and blues and grays here, but 
unlike many animated films, 
the palette is limited and the 
colors fairly muted — as they 
are in life. It’s beautiful, but 
we also know that the man — 
of course we don’t know his 
name, or anything about him 
— aches to find a way back 
to civilization.
He builds an impressive raft 
and sets sail, only to have 
some unknown underwater 
force — could it be a shark? 

— destroy it and send him 
gasping to the shore. He 
rebuilds the raft and tries 
again, but the same force 
destroys it once more.
It turns out this is no shark, 
but a big, beautiful red turtle 
that is thwarting our man’s 
dream of escape. But why? 
And how will this confronta-
tion end?
It’s tempting to continue 
recounting the plot here, 
but this is one of those fil-
ms where the less you know 
beforehand, the better. Suffi-
ce it to say that as our main 
character learns to be patient 
with nature, we too sense the 

rself checking out flights to 
your own deserted island. Es-
pecially now, with so much 
turbulence in the headlines, 
you could do worse than sub-
mit to 80 minutes of watching 
crabs crawl in the sand and 
feeling some cool ocean bree-
zes — if you pay close enou-
gh attention, you can actually 
sense them wafting through 
the screen.

“The Red Turtle,” a Sony Pic-
tures Classics release, is rated PG 
by the Motion Picture Association 

of America “for some thematic 
elements and peril.” Running 

time: 80 minutes. 
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BOOK IT

The CIA in Laos changed 
the way America wages war 

“A Great Place to Have a War: 
America in Laos and the Birth of a 
Military CIA” (Simon & Schuster), 
by Joshua Kurlantzick

tTUNES

Train’s new CD is stuck in 
the same soft-rock track 

Some people simply adore Train. 
Others simply loathe them. The 

band’s new album is unlikely to 
change anyone’s mind.
The band — now without lead gui-
tarist and founding member Jimmy 
Stafford — has returned with an 
unmemorable, fluffy and yet despe-
rately needy soft-rock CD, “a girl a 
bottle a boat.”
Train, the band behind “Drops Of 
Jupiter (Tell Me)” and “Meet Virgi-
nia,” is once again as edgy and raw 
as a Labradoodle puppy. If Train 
was an article of clothing, it would 
be mom jeans.
Take “Play That Song,” the new 
CD’s first single. It’s instantly 
cloying and catchy — the way 
“Hey, Soul Sister” was — until you 
realize they’ve swiped the melody 
from “Heart and Soul,” the Hoa-
gy Carmichael tune kids learn to 
play on the piano. Fans will adore 
it. Others will consider it a crime 
against rock.
On the new 11-song disc, Train 
tries some doo-wop (“Valentine”), 
some faux-Coldplay (“Drink Up”), 
dance-pop (“Lost and Found”) and 
a bombastic piano ballad (“You Be-
tter Believe”). But it’s all so very 
limp, especially coming off their 
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it’s mystifying that 56 years ago 

when John F. Kennedy was preparing 
to become president, the fate of the 
Southeast Asian backwater of Laos 
was considered critical for America.
Joshua Kurlantzick recounts how the 
fear of the spread of communism that 
gave rise to the Vietnam War also led 
to the secret, devastating U.S. inter-
vention in neighboring Laos, a nation 
of rice farmers that was cursed by its 
location on the geopolitical map.
During the presidential transition in 
1961, Dwight Eisenhower was advi-
sing Kennedy that Laos was the most 
pressing foreign policy issue facing the 
United States. The CIA was starting to 
arm Hmong hill tribe fighters to resist 
Vietnamese-led communist forces, but 
what began as a low-budget, guerrilla 
training mission morphed into a deca-
de-long U.S. bombing campaign big-
ger than that unleashed on Japan and 
Germany in World War II.
The story of this highly unconventional 
war has been told before, but Kurlant-
zick provides a more complete picture 
using declassified CIA histories. He 
also analyzes how the conflict heralded 
the agency’s support of clandestine, pa-
ramilitary operations around the world 
as a virtual arm of the U.S. armed for-

ces, still characteristic of its role today.
The brisk narrative weaves events in 
Laos with machinations in Washing-
ton, and centers on four key figures.
There is Vang Pao, the dynamic, ru-
thless Hmong guerrilla leader who 
commanded up to 30,000 fighters and 
“could summon death or food in ways 
that, in Hmong lore, only deities could 

do.”
His CIA handler, Bill Lair, was a shy 
Texan with a cool, bookish demeanor, 
who would rue the escalation of the 
war that Washington championed as 
a way of drawing in communist for-
ces that might otherwise have fought 
Americans on the ground in Vietnam.
Less wracked by guilt was Tony Poe, 
a hard-drinking, Kurtz-like figure (a 
character in the 1979 film “Apocalpyse 
Now”) who trained guerrillas for the 
CIA. As his grip on reality slipped af-
ter years in Laos, Poe would stick the 
heads of communist fighters on spikes, 
“like a Southeast Asian Vlad the Impa-
ler.”
Sinister in a different way was Bill 
Sullivan, the aloof U.S. ambassador 
who ran the war for four years. He later 
won the Nixon administration’s respect 
for his performances at congressional 
hearings where he lied to lawmakers 
about the American involvement.
Although the war in Laos failed to stop 
the communists, who remain in power, 
and left a staggering harvest of deadly, 
unexploded bombs, CIA chiefs consi-
dered the operation a success. Kurlant-
zick concludes that it also set a trou-
bling precedent in allowing American 
presidents to conduct war in secrecy.

Matthew Pennington, AP

completely unnecessary remake of 
“Led Zeppelin II” last year. Even 
the album’s comma-less title — 
apparently advocating drunken 
boating? — doesn’t really fit the 
vibe.
The best song is “Working Girl,” 
but it’s marred by typically atro-
cious lyrics that rhyme “game” 
with “Aspartame” and “never 
been” with “Ritalin.” Still, lead 
singer Patrick Monahan does have 
this advice for anyone firmly anti-
Train: “If you don’t like it, let me 
get the door for you.”

Mark Kennedy, AP
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This year already, the smog- 
shrouded capital of China 
has suffered particularly ha-

zardous bouts of pollution caused 
mainly by coal burning and vehicle 
emissions. Like other Chinese cities, 
Beijing is trying to tackle the pro-
blem: City authorities say they will 
spend USD2.7 billion this year to 
help replace coal with natural gas, 
close heavily polluting factories and 
take older vehicles off the road.
Official figures show improvement 
since 2013, but Beijing has a long 
way to go. With no quick fix availa-
ble, many residents developing their 
own partial solutions. Here are some 
of their ideas:

SHOOTING THE SKY
For the last four years, Zou Yi has 
diligently captured the sky’s chan-
ge in colors from the window of his 
central Beijing apartment, where he 
can — usually — see the landmark 
Beijing Television tower. The ba-
ckground in his photos runs from 
dirty brown to deep gray, intersper-
sed with one or more days of cobalt 
blue. On the worst days, nearby bui-
ldings can’t be seen.
A 10-day period of particularly hea-
vy pollution inspired his project. 
The government had just started 

Louise Watt, AP

Smog pushes Beijing residents 
to innovate for the world

publishing data on levels of PM2.5 — 
tiny particulate matter that can clog 
lungs — and a taboo on state media’s 
discussion of the sensitive topic had 
just been lifted.
“I couldn’t go out, I couldn’t open 
windows, I couldn’t see the building 
next to me because the smog was so 
bad,” he said.
Zou shared the photos on the Twi-
tter-like Sina Weibo and the smar-
tphone messaging app WeChat. He 
found his friends had similar feelin-
gs of frustration and recruited his 
building manager to take the pictu-
res when he was out of town.
“They wanted me to share a pho-
to with them every day, so I did it 
every day, every month,” said Zou, 
50. Hundreds of thousands of people 
have seen his photos on social media.
What started as a way to complain 
has morphed into his full-time pas-
sion. This month, Zou set up the 
non-governmental organization 
BeijingAirNow to work with scien-
tists on technology to read pollu-
tion levels from around the world 
by analyzing the tint in the images 
rather than using expensive moni-
toring equipment to collect air par-
ticles. He says he is handing over 
more than 300,000 photos for com-
puter analysis.

A PURIFIED HOME
Wang Jiang, 42, and her family had 
eight air purifiers at home, yet fou-
nd that the indoor air quality was 
still not good enough on heavy 
pollution days. Then they decided 
to take their efforts up a notch.
But sealing windows and doors 
and turning on the purifiers cau-
sed carbon dioxide levels to spike, 
leaving Wang to wake up last year 
with headaches while pregnant 
with her second daughter.
So now they have installed a $5,000 
industrial-grade filtration system 
that sucks in outdoor air, cleans it 
via three filters and distributes it 
around the house through newly 
fitted pipes. They filled in vents 
from their building’s central hea-
ting system and installed their 
own.
While some might find that extre-
me, it’s an increasingly popular so-
lution. Filter manufacturer Yuanda 
says their customers range from 
the ruling Communist Party’s Cen-
tral Committee to homes and about 
1,000 kindergartens and schools.
A marketing representative, who 
only gave his surname, Hu, said 
their purifying systems often go 
out of stock. “If you order one to-
day, it won’t get installed until 

March,” Hu said.
Now Wang, a coffee importer, can 
exercise on a living room treadmill 
when pollution is bad without wor-
rying about her health.
Her husband, Frenchman Ludo-
vic Bodin, 38, said he thinks every 
house should have an air filtering 
and ventilation system pre-instal-
led. “At least if you cannot secure 
outdoors because it takes time [...] 
at least try to secure the house in-
side,” he said.

CROWDSOURCING DATA
Frenchman and long-term Beijing 
resident Yann Boquillod wanted 
to know what kind of air his five 
children were breathing at home, 
so he developed a portable air qua-
lity monitor. It also tells users when 
carbon dioxide levels are high from 
sealing rooms too tightly, and ad-
vises that they should open win-
dows for 10 minutes even if there is 
pollution outside.
Boquillod’s start-up, AirVisual, 
also provides air pollution readin-
gs around the world using data 
from more than 10,000 monitoring 
sources, both public and private. 
The company shares a 3-D real-ti-
me global map of air pollution and 
weather patterns on its website.

On the website Wednesday, easily 
the largest mass of unhealthy levels 
of PM2.5 pollution was a swath that 
covered much of eastern China, 
from Beijing in the north to Kun-
ming in the south.
Boquillod, 39, sees this as an edu-
cational tool and means of self-pro-
tection. He consults with schools, 
hospitals and offices to test air 
quality and find gaps in door and 
window frames that could allow 
pollution in.
“The most important thing is to first 
start by monitoring the air quality 
and from that we can take the right 
decisions on what kind of air puri-
fiers to install [and] know about the 
leakage inside the building,” he said.
Children as young as 3 at Ivy Bi-
lingual School know they need to 
wear face masks when the smog is 
bad. The school also invites mask 
makers to come in and cut open 
masks to demonstrate which ones 
have extra layers and are better for 
their health. The children can even 
educate their parents on the masks 
and how to fit them, said campus 
director Victoria Li.
The school monitors pollutant le-
vels and instructs teachers to make 
sure windows are closed 15 minu-
tes before school starts to give the 
air purifiers time to work. It also 
puts up green or red signs indica-
ting whether children can go out 
and play.
Some international schools in Bei-
jing have installed air-inflated 
sports domes for athletics, comple-
te with air filters and rotating doors 
to help keep them sealed.

Frenchman Ludovic Bodin holds up a filter taken from a heavy duty air filtering machine more 
often seen in factories, offices and hotels installed at his home in Beijing

Zou Yi rolls up posters showing years long record of the snaps he takes from his apartment to 
record the air quality at his apartment in Beijing
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Ratzenberger 
Steeger St. Jost “S” 

Riesling Trocken VDP 
Grosse Lage 2012
Limpid citrine with radiant sunshine 
reflex, the floral nose presents lemon, 
Tianjin pear, custard apple, seashells 
and daffodil. With abundant acidity and 
saline minerality, the energetic palate 
supplies lime, green apple, pineapple, 
rock salt and frangipane. Medium-full 
bodied at 12 percent, the citrusy entry 
continues through a sprightly mid-
palate, leading to a clean finish.

Ratzenberger 
Steeger St. Jost 

Riesling Trocken VDP 
Grosses Gewächs 2011
Rich citrine with bright golden reflex, 
the aromatic nose furnishes Williams 
pear, peach, pineapple, green almond 
and kerosene. With generous acidity 
and saline minerality, the saturated 
palate provides grapefruit, apricot, 
guava, sweet ginger and rock salt. 
Full-bodied at 14 percent, the fleshy 
entry persists through a potent mid-
palate, leading to a lingering finish.

Ratzenberger 
Bacharacher Riesling 

Sekt Brut 2008
A wholly German, single-varietal 
vintage Winzersekt from the town of 
Bacharach. Luminous citrine with light 
golden reflex, the invigorating nose 
offers pomelo peel, green apple, cut 
grass and white flowers. With bright 
acidity and clean minerality, the brisk 
palate delivers grapefruit peel, lime, 
rock salt and lees. Medium-bodied at 
13 percent, the elegant entry carries 
onto a precise mid-palate, leading to a 
linear finish.

WORLD OF BACCHUS Jacky I.F. Cheong

German wine legislation places heavy emphases on standardi-
sation and thoroughness, so much so that most of the country’s 
vineyards are delineated into and registered as ca. 2,600 Ein-
zellagen (literally: individual vineyards). Due to its northerly 
latitude and climate, quality level of German wine is traditio-
nally determined less by yields, alcohol content or maturation, 
more by ripeness in terms of must weight.
Since its foundation in 1910 as Verband Deutscher Naturwein-
versteigerer (“VDNC”; literally: Association of German Na-
tural Wine Auctioneers), Verband Deutscher Prädikats- und 
Qualitätsweingüter (“VDP”; literally: Association of German 
Prädikat Wine Estates) has been a beacon as much as a stan-
dard-bearer of the finest German wines. Covering all 13 wine 
regions in Germany, each with a regional chapter, the VDP in-
cludes ca. 200 member-estates. Essentially a private institution, 
VDP sanctions stricter regulations on top of existing national 
legislation. In addition to lower yields and higher must weight, 
VDP generally requires ecologically responsible viticulture and 
prohibits GM substances.
Representing 5 percent of the country’s hectares under vines, 
the VDP is responsible for merely 3 percent of harvest volu-
me, yet 6.5 percent of sales volume. An average VDP estate 
typically possesses 25ha under vine, producing some 150,000 
bottles per year. Whereas 23 percent of German vineyards are 
planted with Riesling, the percentage of VDP vineyards planted 
with Riesling stands at 55 percent. Depending on the regions, 
up to 20 grape varieties are allowed to be used in the produc-
tion of Großes Gewächs/Große Lage and Erste Lage wines, 
whereas the requirements for village-centred Ortswein and re-
gion-centred Gutswein are relatively more relaxed.
To discover the well-kept secret of Mittelrhein, contact Mr 
Martin Palmer; W: www.finegermanwines.hk; E: martin@fine-
germanwines.hk

CANTONESE

Grand Imperial Court
5pm – 12midnight
T: 8802 2539
Level 2, MGM MACAU

Imperial Court 
Monday - Friday
11am - 3pm / 6pm - 11pm
Saturday, Sunday & Public Holidays
10am - 3pm / 3pm - 11pm 
T: 8802 2361
VIP Hotel Lobby, MGM MACAU

Beijing Kitchen
Level 1, Grand Hyatt Macau
Opening Hours
11:30am – 24:00

Kam Lai Heen
Grand Lapa, Macau
956-1110 Avenida da  Amizade, 2/F
T: 8793 3821
11:00 - 15:00 / 18:00 – 22:00
(Close on Tuesday)

Shanghai Min
Level 1, The Shops at The Boulevard
Opening Hours
11:00 – 15:00; 18:00 - 22:30

 
SHANGHAI
Catalpa Garden
Mon - Sunday
11:00 - 15:00 / 17:30 - 23:00
Hotel Royal, 2-4
Estrada da Vitoria
T: 28552222

RESTAURANTS FRENCH

Aux Beaux Arts
Monday – Friday
6pm – 12midnight
Saturday – Sunday
11am – 12midnight
T: 8802 2319
Grande Praça, MGM MACAU

GLOBAL
Hard Rock Cafe
Level 2, Hard Rock Hotel
Opening Hours
Monday to Sunday : 11:00 - 02:00
Sunday : 10:00 - 02:00

Café Bela Vista
Grand Lapa, Macau
956-1110 Avenida da Amizade, 2/F
T: 87933871
Mon -Thurs
06:30 – 15:00 / 6:00 – 22:00
Fri – Sunday
06:30 – 22:00

Mezza9 Macau
Level 3, Grand Hyatt Macau
Opening Hours
Dinner: 5:30 – 11:00

Vida Rica (Restaurant)
2/F, Avenida Dr Sun Yat Sen, NAPE
T:  8805 8918
Mon - Sunday
6:30 – 14:30 / 18:00 – 23:00

Morton’s of Chicago 
The Venetian(r) Macao-Resort-Hotel 
Taipa, Macau 
T:853 8117 5000 
mortons.com
• Bar 
Open daily at 3pm 
• Dining Room 
Monday - Saturday: 13:00 - 23:00 
Sunday: 17:00 - 22:00

Aba Bar
5pm – 12midnight
T: 8802 2319
Grande Praça, MGM MACAU

Pastry Bar
10am – 8pm 
T: 8802 2324
Level 1, MGM MACAU

Rossio
7am – 11pm 
T: 8802 2372
Grande Praça, MGM MACAU

Square Eight
24 hours
T: 8802 2389
Level 1, MGM MACAU

ITALIAN
La Gondola
Mon - Sunday
11:00am – 11:00pm
Praia de Cheoc Van, Coloane, 
next to swimming  pool
T: 2888 0156

Portofino
Casino Level1, Shop 1039,
The Venetian Macao
TEL: +853 8118 9950

AfriKana
Monday to Sunday
6:00pm – 3:00am
Location : AfriKana, Macau Fisherman’s Wharf
Telephone Number : (853) 8299 3678

BARS & PUBS

38 Lounge
Altrira Macau,
Avenida de Kwong Tung, 38/F Taipa
Sun-Thu: 13:00 – 02:00
Fri, Sat and Eve of public holiday: 
15:00 – 03:00

R Bar
Level 1, Hard Rock Hotel
Opening Hours
Sun to Thu:
11:00 – 23:00
Fri & Sat:
11:00 – 24:00

Bellini Lounge
Casino Level 1, Shop 1041,
The Venetian Macao
CONTACT US:
Tel: +853 8118 9940
Daily: 16:00 - 04:00

D2
Macau Fisherman's Wharf
Edf. New Orleans III
Macau

Vida Rica Bar
2/F, Avenida Dr. Sun Yat Sen, NAPE
T: 8805 8928
Monday to Thusday: 12:00 – 00:00
Friday: 12:00 – 01:00
Saturday: 14:00 – 01:00
Sunday:  14:00 – 00:00

Vasco
Grand Lapa, Macau
956-1110 Avenida da Amizade, 2/F
T: 8793 3831
Monday to Thursday: 18:30 – 12:00
Friday to Saturday: 18:00 – 02:00
Sunday: 18:00 – 24:00

JAPANESE
Shinji by Kanesaka
Level 1, Crown Towers
Lunch 12:00 - 15:00
Dinner 18:00 - 23:00
Closed on
Tuesday (Lunch and Dinner)
Wednesday (Lunch)

ASIAN PACIFIC
Asia Kitchen
Level 2, SOHO at City of Dreams
Opening Hours
11:00 – 23:00

Golden Pavilion
Level 1, Casino at City of Dreams
Opening Hours
24 Hours

Golden Peacock
Casino Level1, Shop 1037,
The Venetian Macao
TEL: +853 8118 9696
Monday - Sunday:
11:00 - 23:00

PORTUGUESE
Clube Militar
975 Avenida da Praia Grande
T: 2871 4000
12:30 – 15:00 / 19:00 – 23:00

Fernando’s
9 Praia de Hac Sa, Coloane
T: 2888 2264
12:00 – 21:30

THAI

Naam
Grand Lapa, Macau
956-1110  Avenida da Amizade, The Resort
T: 8793 4818
12:00 – 14:30 / 18:30 – 22:30 
(Close on Mondays)

Jacky I.F. Cheong is a legal professional by day and columnist by night. Having spent his 
formative years in Britain, France, and Germany, he regularly writes about wine, fine arts, 

classical music, and politics in several languages

The Effervescent Eagle
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Food & Beverage Associated Press

Forget the bottle, a record num-
ber of people are experiencing 

Kentucky bourbon from the bar-
rel, touring distilleries where they 
can sniff, sip and see whiskey 
crafted from the source.
Tourism in the heart of bourbon 
country, on the upswing for years, 

reached a milestone in 2016. Vi-
sitors made more than 1 million 
stops at distilleries along the 
Kentucky Bourbon Trail and Ken-
tucky Bourbon Trail Craft Tour 
last year, the Kentucky Distillers’ 
Association said yesterday.
It shows that “people don’t just 

want what’s in the bottle,” asso-
ciation president Eric Gregory 
said. “They have a thirst for Ken-
tucky’s bourbon culture.”
Many tourists visit multiple dis-
tilleries and each stop is counted 
as a visit, the group said.
The tour started in 1999 and has 

Booze tourism: Kentucky bourbon 
trail buzzing with one million visits

ridden a wave of popularity as the 
bourbon and whiskey industries 
enjoyed growing sales worldwide, 
in part driven by higher demand 
for premium spirits and cock-
tails. The tourism attractions had 
double-digit attendance growth 
in 2016 compared with the prior 
year, and attendance has shot up 
300 percent in the past decade, the 
group said.
Last year, more than 200,000 peo-
ple visited Jim Beam’s flagship 
distillery in Clermont, Kentucky, 
and its whiskey-related attraction 
that features a small distillery in 
downtown Louisville, Beam offi-
cials said.
The parking lot is routinely filled 
with out-of-state visitors at the 
flagship distillery.
“There’s no such thing now as 
down time,” said Kim Bennett, 
who leads the Beam brand’s bour-
bon experiences in Kentucky.
Beam now offers tours seven days 
a week at the Clermont distillery 
to keep up with demand, she said. 
Longer tours allow visitors to del-
ve into the intricacies of bourbon 
making.
“They want to have that true, deep 
experience, and that’s what we’re 
giving them,” she said.
The Kentucky Bourbon Trail tour, 
showcasing nine distilleries, had 
888,733 visits, up 17 percent from 
the 2015 record level, the group 
said. Those distilleries produce 
bourbon’s biggest brands, inclu-
ding Jim Beam, Evan Williams, 
Wild Turkey, Maker’s Mark, Four 
Roses and Woodford Reserve.
The Kentucky Bourbon Trail Cra-
ft Tour, with 11 small distilleries, 
had 177,228 visits last year, a 32 
percent increase from the previous 
year and up 187 percent over 
2013, the association said. Those 

distilleries are spread across Ken-
tucky.
Gregory called the record tourism 
numbers a “cause for celebration 
for the entire commonwealth.”
“Think of what 1 million tours 
means to Kentucky in jobs, tax 
revenue and positive publicity,” 
he said.
The latest boost for bourbon tou-
rism came from a new state law 
that allows distilleries to obtain li-
censes to offer by-the-drink sales.
Since the law took effect last July, 
at least 20 distilleries have obtai-
ned licenses, Gregory said. The 
measure also lets the distilleries 
sell more of their whiskey and 
offer slightly larger free samples.
The cocktail bar has been a po-
pular spot since opening last 
September at Beam’s flagship 
distillery. One out of every three 
adult visitors has stopped to pur-
chase a mixed drink, Bennett said.
The Woodford Reserve distillery, 
which drew about 135,000 visitors 
last year, hopes to start offering 
classic cocktails sometime this 
year, said Mark Bacon, global 
brand director.
Distilleries are also offering mixo-
logy and culinary classes.
The continued tourism surge co-
mes amid an overall expansion in 
the state’s USD3 billion bourbon 
sector. The association said its 
member distilleries are in the mid-
dle of a $1.3 billion building boom 
that includes expanded production 
facilities and new tourism centers.
An industry patriarch, Bill Sa-
muels Jr., who retired after a long 
career as the top executive at 
Maker’s Mark, said bourbon tou-
rism generates strong promotional 
value: “Those million, they go 
home and they tell 20 million,” 
he said.

Demand driven by the 
farm-to-table movement 

knows no seasons, so farmers 
in colder areas of the country 
increasingly use greenhouses 
and similar structures to meet 
wintertime demand for local 
produce.
While crusty snow and ice 
covers the ground in January 
in Vermont, spinach leaves 
sprout in rows of unfrozen 
soil inside a high tunnel — a 
large enclosure covered by 
plastic film that is warmed by 
the sun and protected from the 
wind.
“I can never keep up with the 
spinach demand,” said Joe 
Buley, owner of Screamin’ 
Ridge Farm in Montpelier, 
who planted the spinach in 
November and will sell it in 
about two weeks.
This time of year, when ve-
getables are trucked in from 
California and Mexico, some 
consumers clamor for fresh 
local produce.
“I’m definitely interested in 
supporting local agriculture, 
and I definitely like eating 
greens in the winter,” said 

Serena Matt of Marshfield, 
Vermont, who paid Bear Roots 
Farm in South Barre, Vermont, 
ahead to get biweekly bundles 
of produce that in the winter 
typically include greens like 
spinach or baby kale.
The federal government hel-
ped spur the growth in winter 
farming by providing finan-
cial and technical assistance to 
farmers to install high tunnels 
to extend the growing season, 
protect crops from harsh 
conditions, reduce energy use 
and improve air quality by 
reducing the transportation 
of food. Between 2010 and 
2016, the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service 
helped producers construct 
more than 15,000 high tun-
nels around the country, with 
Alaska having the most.
Rohwer’s Farm in Pleasant 
View, Colorado, got its first 
30-by-72-foot high tunnel that 
way.

“And it did so well we were 
able to get a second one, and 
we added a third one last 
year,” said Heidi Rohwer, 
estimating they cost about 
USD7,000 each.
The small farm makes regular 
trips to Durango, Colorado, in 
the winter to sell kale, lettuce, 
carrots, arugula, and bok choy.
“If we don’t take enough 
greens, they get really mad,” 
Rohwer said.
Buley expects his spinach to 
start taking off soon, when the 
sun gets higher in February.
“They get really big, and 
we’ll come down through 
and just start harvesting like 
crazy,” he said. It’s also a lot 
sweeter, with thicker leaves, 
than summer spinach, because 
of the colder weather, he said.
“Root vegetables are nice, but 
usually right around Jan. 1, 
people are like, if you come at 
them with a butternut squash, 
they’re going to smack you,” 
he said laughing.

Farm to table: A bit tricky in winter, but in high demand
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WHAT’S ON ...

MONDAY (JAN 30)
Parade - Celebration of the Year of the 
Rooster

Revolving around a tale about the God of Wealth and a 
Golden Eggs Celebration of the New Year, the 14-float 
Parade will wend its way through some of the most 
atmospheric districts of the city, while some dozens 
of performers from Macau, Hong Kong and Mainland 
China along with onstage Hong Kong and Macau 
singers will provide oodles of entertainment. For the 
convenience of residents and visitors, the spectacle 
will be broadcast in Chinese and Portuguese on 
giant screens throughout the city, with a spectacular 
fireworks display capping festivities on the inaugural 
evening.

Parade Floats 
Time: 8pm -10pm (January 30)  
Routes: Macau Science Center to Sai Van Lake 
Square 
Time: 8pm-9:30pm (February 4)
Routes: Rua de Norte do Patane to Iao Hon Market 
Park

Parade Float Exhibition 
Time: 10pm (January 30) – 5pm (February 4)
Venue: Sai Van Lake Square 
Time: 10pm (February 4) – 6pm (February 12)
Venue: Tap Seac Square

Firework Displays 
Time: 9:45pm (January 30)
Venue: Macau Tower seafront
Free admission to all activities
Organizer: Macau Government Tourism Office
Tourism hotline: (853) 2833 3000 
http://www.macautourism.gov.mo

Macau Tower Charity Walk 
Time: 10am 
Venue: Macau Tower 
Organizers: Sports Bureau, Macau Tower
Enquiries: (853) 2893 3339  
http://www.macautower.com.mo 

TUESDAY (JAN 31)
Local Ginger – Cenozoic Graffiti Art 
Exhibition

The “Local Ginger – Cenozoic Graffiti Art Exhibition” 
features the works of Macau graffiti artist PIBG and 
the graffiti creators of the new generation. PIBG is the 
forerunner of local graffiti and his most recognized 
paintings are of human characters and animals in an 
expressive, humorous style with strikingly bright and 
contrasting colours. This exhibition will be dedicated 
to street art, displaying the strong personal style of the 
graffiti artists of the new generation, in order to bring the 
visitors a lively visual feast.

Enquiries: (853) 8299 3300 
http://www.fishermanswharf.com.mo 

 

SUNDAY (JAN 29)
Chinese New Year Flower Show

Chinese New Year Flower Show features not only 
flowers but lanterns, festive displays and lantern riddles, 
as well as a congratulatory greeting cards on which 
visitors can write down their wishes for the New Year.
Time: 7am-10pm 
Until: February 12, 2017 
Venue: The Taipa Houses, Av. da Praia, Taipa 
Admission: Free 
Organizer: Civic and Municipal Affairs Bureau
Enquiries: (853) 2833 7676, 2888 0087
http://www.iacm.gov.mo  

‘Spring Breeze to the Southern Greenly Land 
- Exhibition of the Lunar New Year Traditions 
of Guangdong Province, Hong Kong S.A.R. 
and Macau S.A.R.’ 
This exhibition features exhibits of divine guidance 
and fortunetelling from the much-consulted Wong Tai 
Sin Temple of Hong Kong, Cantonese Opera leaflets, 
firecrackers, fireworks - and a piggy bank! 

Time: 9am-7pm (Open on public holidays) 
Until: February 19, 2017
Venue: Temporary Exhibition Gallery of IACM, Av. 
Almeida Ribeiro, no. 163
Admission: Free  
Enquiries: (853) 8988 4000 
http://www.icm.gov.mo

TODAY (JAN 27)
Macau an Oasis of Chinese New Year Tradition

Flowers are traditionally an integral part of Chinese 
New Year festivities, with the Chinese New Year’s Eve 
Flower Market a popular evening treat for families 
hunting down their favourite plants. While few Asian 
cities permit such activities, Macau’s Firecrackers and 
Fireworks Zones in Taipa and on the Peninsula attract 
thousands of spellbound admirers who also purchase 
pinwheels for luck from the Incense and Pinwheel Stalls 
at A-Ma Temple.

Firecrackers and Fireworks Zones  
Time: 12pm (January 27)-12am (February 2)
Venue: Macau - Av. Dr. Sun Yat Sen (near Macau 
Tower), Taipa - Shorefront of Est. Alm. Marques 
Esparteiro 

Incense and Pinwheel Stalls 
Time: 6pm (January 27)-6:30pm (January 28) 
Time: 9am-6:30pm (January 29-February 3) 
Venue: Shorefront of A-Ma Temple
Organizer: Civic and Municipal Affairs Bureau
Enquiries: (853) 2833 7676
http://www.iacm.gov.mo 

TOMORROW (JAN 28)
Macau Fisherman’s Wharf & Macau Tower 
Celebrations

Macau Fisherman’s Wharf Golden Rooster Celebration 
2017 features the jubilant Chinese New Year decorations, 
God of Fortune Parade, special Chinese New Year 
menus and beautiful harbour views (January 28) as well 
as Dragon and Lion Dance performances (January 29) 
that combine the energetic music of the cymbals, gongs 
and drums, folk dance and kung fu moves beckoning 
good fortune. Check out the Macau Tower Charity Walk 
(January 30) as well.

Golden Rooster Celebration 2017 
Venue: Macau Fisherman’s Wharf  
Admission: Free 
Organizer: Macau Fisherman’s Wharf
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Time: 11am-10pm
Until: April 6, 2017
Venue: Lakeside Gallery-S1, Anim’Arte Nam Van 
Enquires: (853) 2892 4040
Organizers: Cultural Affairs Bureau & Macau Artist 
Society
http://www.Macautourism.gov.mo 

WEDNESDAY (FEB 1)
Love of Macau – Photographs by Lee Kung 
Kim
 
Respecting his wishes and in support of cultural 
activities, Lee Kung Kim’s family members 
unconditionally donated all of his works, including 
film rolls, to the Macau Museum of Art as permanent 
collection. In this exhibition, 150 excellent documental 
works under the theme of Macau were specially 
selected and divided into the series patriotism and 
local customs, showing the life aspects in Macau in the 
1960s and 1970s and reflecting a true piece of Macau’s 
history, and conveying to the public deep impressions 
of the city.

Time: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm, closed on 
Mondays)
Until: July 2, 2017 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, s/n, 
NAPE 
Museum Admission: $5 (Free on Sundays and public 
holidays) 
Enquiries: (853) 8791 9814  
Organizer: Macau Museum of Art 
http://www.mam.gov.mo

THURSDAY (FEB 2)
Lui Chun Kwong - The Distant Line

A dogged advocate of innovation, Hong Kong artist 
Lui Chun Kwong experimented tirelessly in the 1990s 
before finally achieving his desired abstract Landscape 
series. Despite all these self-transmutations, Lui’s works 
never fail to inspire exhibition-goers and give them 
food for thought. His paintings - featuring long, slender 
lines flowing across the tableau - evoke a sense of 
poised beauty and tranquility. In this exhibition, visitors 
can enjoy 31 specially selected paintings calculated to 
challenge, provoke and engage.

Time: 10am-9pm (Open on public holidays)
Until: February 26, 2017 
Venue: The Tap Siac Gallery, Av. do Conselheiro Ferreira 
de Almeida, no.95 
Admission: Free 
Organizer: Cultural Affairs Bureau
Enquiries: (853) 8988 4000  
http://www.icm.gov.mo  
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