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South Korean 
prosecutors are to 
indict Samsung’s de 
facto chief on bribery, 
embezzlement and 
other charges linked 
to a political scandal 
that has toppled 
President Park Geun-
hye. The indictment of 
Samsung Electronics 
vice chairman Lee 
Jae-yong (pictured) is a 
huge hit for the largest 
and most successful of 
the big businesses that 
dominate the country’s 
economy. More on p20

taIWan President Tsai 
Ing-wen says the island’s 
democracy is mature 
enough to handle a 
thorough investigation 
into a bloody crackdown 
on anti-government 
protesters 70 years 
ago, an event seen as a 
rallying point by those 
who reject China’s claim 
to the self-governing 
island. More on p11

thaILanD Prisons fail 
to meet international 
standards, with inmates 
routinely shackled, 
stuffed into overcrowded 
cells and forced to work 
in harsh conditions, an 
international human 
rights group says. 
Thailand also has the 
highest incarceration 
rate in Southeast 
Asia, jailing 425 out of 
every 100,000 people, 
according to the 
International Federation 
for Human Rights. 

WORLD BRIEFS

More on  backpage

CoLoAnE SHIPyARdS 

Villagers open to revamp 
that preserves heritage

n. korean diplomats 
seek kim’s body 

report outlines key 
challenges for macau

A high-level north Korean 
delegation arrived in Kuala 
Lumpur seeking the body of 
Kim Jong nam

The European Chamber of 
Commerce and the Institute of 
European Studies have jointly 
released a Macau report 
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vietnam 
lifts casino 
ban for 
locals
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 P3 MDT REPORT

Fake fashion fuels vast illicit 
profits, sea of human misery 
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A high-level North Ko-
rean delegation arrived 

in Kuala Lumpur yesterday 
seeking the body of leader 
Kim Jong Un’s half brother, 
the victim of a nerve-agent 
attack that many suspect the 
North itself of orchestrating.

The body of Kim Jong Nam, 
killed Feb. 13 at Kuala Lum-
pur’s airport, is at the center 
of a heated diplomatic batt-
le between North Korea and 
Malaysia. 

North Korea opposed Ma-
laysian officials even con-
ducting an autopsy, while 
Malaysia has resisted giving 
up the body without getting 
DNA samples and confirma-
tion from next of kin.

The delegation includes Ri 
Tong Il, a former North Ko-
rean deputy ambassador to 
the United Nations, who told 

Diplomats seek Kim 
Jong Nam body 

reporters Tuesday outside 
the North Korean Embas-
sy that the diplomats were 
in Malaysia to retrieve the 
body and seek the release 
of a North Korean arrested 
in the case. He said the de-
legation also wants “deve-
lopment of the friendly re-
lationship” between North 
Korea and Malaysia.

Malaysia has confirmed 
that the victim of the attack 
was Kim Jong Nam. North 
Korea, however, has iden-
tified the victim only as a 
North Korean national with 
a diplomatic passport.

The killing of Kim Jong 
Nam took place amid crowds 
of travelers at Kuala Lum-
pur’s airport and appeared 
to be a well-planned hit. Ma-
laysian authorities say North 
Koreans put the deadly ner-

ve agent VX on the hands of 
two women who then placed 
the toxin on Kim’s face. Kim 
died on the way to a hospi-
tal, within about 20 minutes 
of the attack, they say.

Malaysian Attorney Ge-
neral Mohamed Apandi Ali 
said yesterday in a text mes-
sage to The Associated Press 
that the two women accused 
of killing Kim Jong Nam — 
Indonesian Siti Aisyah and 
Vietnamese Doan Thi Huong 
— will be charged with mur-
der todayday and would face 
a mandatory death sentence 
if convicted. Both women 
have been arrested, and au-
thorities must file charges 
by today or release them. AP

Shuen Ka Hung, Lou Nga I (center) and Peter Stilwell

The establishment of an employment rela-
tionship is the end result of the (usually) 

stressful job hunting and candidate search 
process. Once the conditions are established, 
with more or less negotiation, employer and 
employee sit down and seal the deal by sig-
ning the employment contract. For many, the 
execution of the contract will dictate all bou-
ndaries and limits of the relationship, but for 
others the bond is just not that deep.

When someone is hired for a job, things get 
serious whether they like it or not. So, on the 
employment scene, regardless of being there 
for the long run or just a passerby, the parties 
have to literally seal the deal and be prepared 
to face the joys and hardships of the employ-
ment relationship. 

The curious thing is that and contrary to 
what would be expected,  most people don’t 
know exactly what they’ve signed for until 

things get tough! Many employment con-
tracts feature obligations and arrangements 
that do not comply with the law and, as such, 
are not valid or enforceable against the em-
ployee. One would think that employers and 
employees could decide what they wanted in 
their own relationship! 

Well, not exactly! 
Unlike many foreign jurisdictions where the 

signed contract dictates the exact rules by whi-
ch the parties to a work relationship are bou-
nd, in Macau, if the parties agree on less favo-
rable conditions than the ones established by 
the Macau Labour Relations Law the agreed 
upon conditions will not apply. This ensures 
that the legal guarantees of the employees 
are respected and that employers don’t abuse 
their power.

One of the golden rules set in the law to en-
sure that the power balance is levelled is that 

work relationships which happen in Macau, 
stay in Macau! This means that Macau law 
applies in those relationships, regardless of 
an employment contract stating otherwise. As 
such, an employment contract between a Ma-
cau employer and an employee, resident or 
non-resident, who performs work in Macau 
is mandatorily ruled by Macau law. It doesn’t 
matter if the employee was transferred to Ma-
cau and still maintains a connection with the 
foreign company that deployed him or her; 
Macau law rules!

Another common violation seen in employ-
ment contracts is to do with agreements made 
about payment of overtime or, more exactly, 
the lack of it. As a general rule, overtime is 
always payable, so even if the employee agrees 
to not being paid for overtime work such 
agreement does not stand. Therefore, overti-
me is not only due but, like all credits resulting 

Isolda Brasil*
 

employment contracts: how deep is the bond?

LEgaL WisE bY MdME

from an employment relationship, claimable 
for a long period after the employment ends. 

Clauses regarding disciplinary measures or 
penalties that provide for deductions from 
employees’ salaries are also very liable to 
being negated. Macau law is very tight and 
specific on the amounts and circumstances 
under which deductions from salaries can be 
made.  

Restrictions on annual leave also have their 
place in the top nullifications found in matters 
to do with employment contracts. Many em-
ployers assume that unused annual leave can 
be forfeited, which is not the case. Macau law 
allows accumulation of annual leave for a ma-
ximum period of two years if the parties agree 
on it, but if there is no agreement and there is 
annual leave to enjoy then the employers, soo-
ner or later, will have to pull from their wallets 
and pay for those unused days. 

It seems that, after all, the depths of the 
bonds between employers and employees is 
not what it seems at first sight! 

*Senior Associate, MdME Lawyers

north korea official in beijing 
A SENIOR North Korean diplo-
mat arrived in Beijing yesterday for 
talks following China’s ban on coal 
imports from its neighbor [more 
on page 10] and the killing of the 
exiled half brother of Kim Jong 
Un. Vice Foreign Minister Ri Kil 
Song will hold talks with Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi on “is-

sues of common concern,” Chinese 
foreign ministry spokesman Geng 
Shuang said at a daily news brief-
ing. Last week, China suspended 
all coal imports from North Korea 
for the rest of the year as it steps up 
pressure on its once-close Commu-
nist ally to give up its nuclear and 
ballistic missile programs.

Ri Tong Il speaks to reporters outside 
the N. Korean embassy in Kuala Lumpur

ThE family of a patient hospi-
talized in the Public Hospital 

(CHCSJ) due to a severe head 
trauma, the result of a work acci-
dent, has accused the hospital of 
providing inadequate treatment.

The dispute started when the 
daughter of the patient used so-
cial network platforms to state 
that her father did not receive 
appropriate treatments for cere-
bral hemorrhage, also accusing 
the hospital staff of being irres-
ponsible and unprofessional by 
rushing to transfer the patient to a 
rehabilitation center while he was 
still in a coma and suffering from 
a condition called hydrocephaly 
(an abnormal concentration of ce-
rebrospinal fluid in the ventricles 
of the brain that leads often to an 
increase in cephalic pressure and 
can cause brain damages).

In a press conference held late 
last week, the hospital denied all 
the accusations of the family, ex-
plaining all the medical procedu-
res performed and claiming that 
they were conducted in a correct 
and appropriate manner.

The CHCSJ also noted that the 
family’s claims were based on 

tam opens evaluation committee facilities

ThE SECRETARY for Social Affairs 
and Culture, Alexis Tam, inaugurated 
the new facilities that will hold the 
Evaluation Committee of Medical 
Malpractice, earlier this week, as the 

law went into force. Tam wished the 
committee members good perfor-
mance in their duties, reminding them 
of the importance of respect for the 
principles of fairness and impartiality.

Patient’s family accuses 
CHCSJ of malpractice

medical advice given by a Hong 
Kong physician, which the hospi-
tal classified as “poor advice.”

Hospital authorities also ex-
plained that the patient had been 
diagnosed with brain herniation 
and that the hydrocephaly condi-
tion was related to the occurrence 
of an infection after successful 
surgery that removed a blood 
clot.

In order to treat the condition 
(hydrocephaly), the physicians 
placed a tube to drain the fluid 
buildup and equalize the brain’s 
pressure.

Such a procedure is one of the 
bases of the family’s claims since a 
doctor from Hong Kong removed 
the drain tube saying that the pro-
cedure had been done incorrectly.

A physician’s team from Kiang 
Wu Hospital then reinserted the 
tube. Neurosurgeon Tai Wa Hou 
explained during the conference 
that his team had been patching 
up mistakes made by the Hong 
Kong physician. He remarked 
that the condition from which the 
patient was suffering normally 
causes death or permanent disa-
bility in 90 percent of cases. 
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Historically, it’s 
great to have a 
shipyard here. 
People pass 
by and there 
is a historical 
background to 
comprehend.

RESIDENT 

Julie Zhu

ThE region has been dis-
cussing the future of 11 
Lai Chi Vun shipyards, 
located in a secluded 

part of Coloane, following the go-
vernment’s recent decision to de-
molish the yards because of public 
safety issues.

Government officials have alrea-
dy expressed their opinion on the 
importance of preserving the Lai 
Chi Vun heritage. However, the 
Land, Public Works and Trans-
port Bureau (DSSOPT) is pushing 
to demolish many of the old shi-
pyards. 

The government reclaimed 
three properties in the Lai Chi 
Vun area in May 2016. Previously, 
the president of the Cultural Af-
fairs Bureau (IC), Ung Vai Meng, 
said the discussion between the 
Macau Government Tourism Of-
fice (MGTO) and DSSOPT had 
concluded that these properties 
– which include shipyards and 
two small wooden houses – will 
“serve to launch a display of tra-
ditions” showcasing the heyday 
of Macau’s shipbuilding industry. 

Last month, Maria Helena de 
Senna Fernandes, director of 
MGTO, presented IC’s idea to in-
vite masters of shipbuilding tech-
nology to help turn these houses 
into tourist attractions.

The Times visited the village and 
talked to people who live nearby, 
many of whom expressed support 
for the government’s proposals. 

Local resident Welkin, who 
moved to the village a couple of 
months ago, told the Times he did 

a thriving industry 
AS RECENTLY as the 1950s, 
the coastal villages were thriv-
ing in Macau. Historical ac-
counts indicate that at the time 
there were around 10,000 fish-
ermen and over 30 shipyards in 

Macau, many of them in Lai Chi 
Vun. Suffering from regional 
competition and the surge of 
the gaming industry in Macau, 
the industry collapsed in the 
1990s.

group created to protect shipyards 

DURING TDM’S show Macau 
Forum, which took place on Sunday, 
Tam Choi Ip, a member of a group 
concerned with the protection of 
Coloane Lai Chi Vun village, said 
that the culture of both the shipyards 
district and of the entire Lai Chi Vun 
village have already merged into a 
single culture.  Tam said that the 
government should not demolish 
the entire shipyards district without 
considering the consequences; “there 
will be nothing once they are demol-
ished, and the integrated culture will 
disappear.”
Tam, while recalling last year’s ship-
yards’ incident, pointed out that the 
shipyard whose pillars collapsed 

[last year] has not been disturbed by 
any big problems since it received 
maintenance. He said that not all 
shipyards pose safety risks, further 
stating that even construction engi-
neer experts have said that demoli-
tion is not the only way to handle the 
area. Another Macau Forum speaker, 
who represented the Industry and 
Commerce Federation of Islands of 
Macao, questioned why the govern-
ment is proposing to demolish the 
entire shipyards instead of just taking 
care of the ones that pose safety risks. 
He also questioned why the govern-
ment could not partially renovate 
the shipyards in order to protect the 
culture of the area.

Lai Chi Vun residents open to 
revamp that preserves heritage

not know about the facilities befo-
rehand.

“Historically, it’s great to have a 
shipyard here. People pass by and 
there is a historical background to 
comprehend,” said Welkin. 

The casino employee said it wou-
ld be ideal for a shipyard museum 
to be built on that site because, in 
his opinion, a museum would give 
people one more place to remem-
ber. 

ThE Secretary for Transport and Public Works, 
Raimundo do Rosário, has refused to comment 

on the demolition of Coloane’s Lai Chi Vun shi-
pyards. When asked last week why his department 
decided to demolish the village’s shipyards, even 

Rosário offers no comment on yard demolition

Welkin also commented that if 
the government is serious about 
the location, it should have pro-
posals or plans in place before it 
starts demolishing the shipyards. 

“It’s better than having no ideas 
and just destroying things,” noted 
Welkin.

Miss Wang, a Zhuhai resident 
living in Hengqin, frequently vi-
sits the village as her home is just 
across the river. 

Wang said the shipyards thri-
ved a long time ago because 
many people would buy ships, 
a practice which is no longer 
common. However, she said that 
“even if this place is made into 
a tourist spot, people will not 

come.”
A third interviewee who works 

at the village, surnamed Chan, 
expressed neither opposition 
nor support regarding the demo-
lition of the shipyards. 

“I haven’t seen them being used 
[…] it would be better if they cou-
ld be used for something better,” 
said Chan, adding that “if they 
can be repaired, maybe they cou-
ld become a cultural tourist spot; 
it would be good for Macau.”

Another local resident, named 
Man, who lives close to the villa-
ge said she was concerned for 
the safety of passers-by. 

“I just think they [the shi-
pyards] are a little bit dange-
rous,” said Man, adding that 
“whether demolishing or reno-
vating them, discussions will 
persevere. Fixing the region is a 
sure thing.”

ThE number of pa-
ckage tour visi-

tors to Macau totaled 
532,000 in January 
2017, marking a de-
crease of 6.7 percent 
year-on-year and about 
one-quarter from the 
previous month, De-
cember 2016, according 

TouRISM

Package tour visitors down one-quarter

to information released 
yesterday by the Statis-
tics and Census Service.

Analyzed by place of 
origin, package tour vi-
sitors from mainland 
China (402,000) dro-
pped by nine percent 
year-on-year, while 
those from South Korea 

(43,000) and Taiwan 
(33,000) rose by 21.3  
and 4.7 percent respec-
tively.

Due to the fact that the 
Chinese Lunar New Year 
fell partly in January 
this year – as opposed 
to entirely in February 
last year – outbound re-

sidents using the servi-
ces of travel agencies in-
creased by 14.8 percent 
year-on-year to 117,000.

Those traveling on pa-
ckage tours increased 
by more than 25 percent 
year-on-year to 50,000, 
with more than 60 per-
cent of them heading to 
mainland China. 

Meanwhile, the num-
ber of residents trave-
ling on package tours 
to South Korea (8,100), 
Japan (2,600) and Thai-

land (2,300) surged by 
120.2 percent, 272.8 
percent and 221.2 per-
cent year-on-year res-
pectively.

There were 107 hotels 
and guesthouses ope-
rating at the end of Ja-
nuary 2017, providing 
about 36,000 guest 
rooms, of which 5-star 
hotels accounted for 60 
percent. The total num-
ber of guest rooms in-
creased by 12.9 percent 
year-on-year, with that 

of 3-star hotels more 
than doubling.

In the month of Ja-
nuary, some 1.04 
million visitors stayed 
in these guest rooms, up 
by 15.6 percent year-on- 
year. Those originating 
from mainland China 
(679,000), South Ko-
rea (38,000) and Hong 
Kong (127,000) recor-
ded double-digit grow-
th of 17.1 percent, 35.9 
percent and 12.9 per-
cent respectively. 

after some experts declared that the yards could 
be repaired, Rosário said: “The Chief Executive 
has made it very clear. Therefore, I have nothing to 
add.”

The old shipyards are reportedly at risk of 
collapsing. The ceiling of some yards has already 
collapsed and some wood pillars are damaged. 
Chief Executive Chui Sai On said earlier that once 
the safety issues are resolved, the government will 
invite the Cultural Affairs Bureau (CCM) and the 
Macau  Government Tourism Office (MGTO) to 
help implement plans for renovation.

In response to the claim that the public works and 
transport authorities did not respect the social and 
cultural departments’ stance on the demolishment 
of Lai Chi Vun, Secretary for Social Affairs and Cul-
ture Alexis Tam said, “Unfortunately, you can in-
terpret it that way.” 
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Daniel Beitler

ThE Macau European 
Chamber of Commer-
ce and the Institute of 
European Studies of 

Macau have jointly released a 
report on the influence of the 
European Union (EU) in the 
development of Macau, detai-
ling a number of challenges the 
territory is expected to face in 
the years leading up to 2020.

The report notes several 
“challenges” and “targets” for 
the region that are connected 
to the rapid growth of its ga-
ming sector. It stresses that 
both innovation and “techni-
cal progress” will be required 
to overcome these economic 
challenges.

The authors of the report pro-
vide little in the way of solutions 
to these challenges, though they 
do acknowledge that progress 
can be made through the deve-
lopment of “smart city” systems 
and a more efficient use of exis-
ting resources.

The two organizations ar-
gue that the increased medical 
needs of the territory will be a 
sizeable challenge in the near 
future. Citing the large increase 
in Macau’s population in recent 
years, as well as an improve-
ment in average life expectan-
cy, a “substantial increase of 
medical assistance will be nee-

ThE Commission of 
Audit (CA) released 

an audit result report this 
week regarding the city’s 
‘Wifi Go’ hotspot service, 
saying that the system 
has had evident problems 
during its planning, as 
well as problems in ser-
vices supervision, access 
installation and other is-
sues. 

The report points out 
that expanding the wi-
reless network coverage 
and enhancing the qua-
lity of international com-
munication services is a 
course of action promp-
ted by the government’s 
five-year plan. 

Since September 2010, 
the Macau government 
has installed ‘Wifi Go’ 
free access points in seve-
ral governmental buildin-
gs, public facilities, major 
border checkpoints and 
tourism sites. 

The report informs 
that, until March of 2016, 
Macau invested cumu-
latively MOP161 million 
patacas of its public funds 

CAEAL meets 
with lawmakers to 
collect opinions
 
The Electoral Affairs Commission 
(CAEAL) held a meeting yesterday with 
the members of the Legislative Assembly 
(AL) with the purpose of collecting 
opinions on the guidelines issued by the 
commission as a part of the preparatory 
works regarding the upcoming AL 
elections. At the meeting, several 
lawmakers express their concerns over the 
need for a mechanism that protects the 
candidates from the potential  defamation 
threats. Commission head Tong Hio Fong, 
said the issues raised by the lawmakers 
that “such opinions would be taken in 
good note, contributing to define the 
future guidebook.” The meeting addressed 
mostly on topics related with the concepts 
of election propaganda as well as election 
spending and the uses of the Internet for 
advertising and campaign actions.

Number of MICE 
events increases
A total of 371 MICE events were held in 
the fourth quarter of 2016, consisting 
of 352 meetings & conferences, 16 
exhibitions and 3 incentive events. The  
Statistics and Census Service revealed 
yesterday that the number of participants 
and attendees was 490,000. For the whole 
year of 2016, a total of 1,276 MICE events 
were held, comprising 1,195 meetings 
& conferences, 55 exhibitions and 26 
incentive events. The total number of 
participants and attendees was 1,722,000. 
For the whole year, the number of 
meetings and conferences increased 
by 32 year-on-year, and total number 
of participants rose by 49.2 percent to 
176,000.

CE to attend NPC 
opening in Beijing  
The Chief Executive,  Chui Sai On, will 
attend the opening of the 5th Session 
of the 12th National People’s Congress 
(NPC) on March 5 in Beijing. During his 
visit to the capital, from March 3 to 6, 
Chui will also meet with officials of the 
Ministry of Education and of the General 
Administration of Sport of China, to 
exchange views on further cooperation 
between the Macau and the mainland 
China.

Construction 
materials imports 
drop 40 percent
Total merchandise import in January 
dropped by 2.9 percent year-on-year 
to MOP6.56 billion, according to 
information from the Statistics and 
Census Service. Imports of clothes 
(including footwear) and construction 
materials declined by 7.1 percent and 39.6 
percent respectively. Total merchandise 
export for January  amounted to MOP971 
million, down slightly by 0.4 percent year-
on-year.

EU-Macau report outlines key 
challenges ahead of 2020

ded to solve the problem of [an] 
increasing and ageing popula-
tion.”

According to the report, the 
average life expectancy in Ma-
cau has now risen to 82.9 years, 
while Macau’s population of 
650,000 residents and non-re-
sidents is expected to rise to a 
total of 700,000 by 2020.

There are also concerns with 
the electricity consumption of 
the population in Macau, whi-
ch is expected to reach a hei-
ght by 2020, representing a 29 
percent increase over the elec-
tricity consumption in 2010. 
This is due to both a tendency 
of the “lifestyles of Macau resi-
dents [which] are based on high 
consumption of energy and re-
sources,” and the fact that local 
society lacks environmentally-
friendly and sustainable con-
sumption patterns.

This problem is exacerbated, 
according to the drafters of 
the report, by a very low recy-
cle rate of 0.11 percent of was-

te production in Macau. This 
“brings [a] heavy burden to the 
waste landfills,” which is expec-
ted to get heavier as the volume 
of residential, commercial and 
industrial waste increases in 
the near future.

Another potential problem 
concerns congestion in the city. 
As of May 2016, the number of 
licensed automobiles stood at 
just under 120,000 with ano-
ther 112,000 licensed motorcy-
cles. Compared to a decade ago, 
the number of automobiles and 
motorcycles rose by around 60 
percent and 40 percent respec-
tively.

The report claims that increa-
sing congestion in the city may 
constitute a hinderance to the 
city’s development, as well as 
contributing to other effects 
that reduce the quality of life 
in Macau, such as air and noise 
pollution and “societal distur-
bance”.

Other challenges for the next 
five years in Macau – and 

perhaps beyond – include the 
need for increased security at 
border control if the number of 
visitors to Macau continues to 
grow, and a heightened aware-
ness of food safety and hygiene. 
This latter point, will be crucial 
for the reputation of the terri-
tory as it attempts to rebrand 
itself as a more mainstream 
leisure and hospitality destina-
tion.

The report, titled “Report on 
the role of the European Union 
in stimulating Macau’s develo-
pment”, also outlines the scope 
of EU-Macau cooperation in 
trade and investment.

The European Union (EU) is 
one of Macau’s principal tra-
ding partners and, according to 
the report, the MSAR has provi-
ded a “sound trade and invest-
ment environment in various 
fields,” including public utili-
ties, aviation and the financial 
sector, since a trade and coope-
ration agreement was brought 
into force in 1993.

According to the EU, total bi-
lateral trade with Macau sur-
ged in 2015 by almost 40 per-
cent, amounting to about 850 
million euros. The EU was Ma-
cau’s second largest supplier af-
ter mainland China, accounting 
for 22 percent of its imports last 
year, with France, Germany 
and Italy comprising a major 
component.

Commission of Audit 
slams ‘Wifi Go’ service 
on the ‘Wifi Go’ network 
installation and service 
operation.

During the period from 
January to May of 2016, 
the CA conducted an 
audit regarding the ne-
twork installation and 
service and through this 
found out that the for-
mer Bureau of Telecom-
munications Regulation 
(DSRT) had set up a goal 
for the ‘Wifi Go’ service, 
which was overly ambi-
tious and more concep-
tual than practical.  

These vague goals made 
it difficult to determine 
whether the objectives 
proposed by the bureau 
were achieved, thus crea-
ting an illusion that the 
more access points were 
installed, the better the 
‘Wifi Go’ plan would be. 

In addition, it was re-
vealed that there were no 
clear justifications for the 
selection of most of the 
access points. 

The audit report also 
showed that the monito-
ring mechanism the for-
mer DSRT had provided 
had been imperfect and 
insufficient, as it was una-
ble to ensure the quality 
of the service. 

The CA chose 30 out 
of 183 access points and 
concluded that nine out 
of the 30 had an unsatis-
factory Wi-Fi connection 
reliability. 

Resorting to connection 
and speed tests, only two-
thirds of the 30 access 
points passed the tests. 

In turn, the quality 
of the outdoor access 
only saw a 48.6 percent 

approval rate. “The low 
connection quality, besi-
des constituting a waste 
of public money, also 
affects the tourists’ expe-
rience, leaving them with 
a negative perception 
regarding the image of 
Macao,” the CA’s report 
reads. 

It was also disclosed 
that in six of the eight 
DSRT procurements of 
the service, the actual 
number of installed ac-
cess points was less than 
what was written in the 
contracts. 

Twenty-five installa-
tion procedures which 
were not carried out 
were still paid, with the 
total amount of money 
involved summing up to 
MOP422,000.  

The CA said that “the 

arrangements are unsui-
table and unreasonable,” 
regarding the contract 
between the bureau and 
the service providers. 

The report says that the 
former DSRT did not re-
flect upon the aforemen-
tioned facts in its settle-
ment documents, which 
caused the problematic 
contract to unfold unde-
tected over the years. 

It was only in Septem-
ber 2016, after the CA 
pointed to the aforemen-
tioned problem, that the 
former DSRT amended 
the contracts.

The former DSRT also 
explained that the su-
pplier hired engineers to 
replace those ones which 
they themselves did not 
provide. 

However, the CA said 
that “under the condition 
that there are no written 
approvals, then, obviou-
sly, it violated legal re-
quirements by replacing 
projects specified in the 
contract with other pro-
jects.”  JZ
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Renato Marques

ThE Cultural In-
dustries Fund 
(FIC) has gran-
ted a total of 

MOP143.35 million from its 
foundation in April 2014 to 
the end of 2016, the commi-
ttee member of the FIC, Da-
vina Chu, stated yesterday 
during a meeting with the 
press.

The majority of these funds 
were granted to commer-
cial projects (over MOP92 
million) and a total of over 
MOP51 million has been de-
dicated to service platforms.

According to the figures 
presented by the FIC, such 
investment from the Macau 
government represents only 
a small percentage on the to-
tal sum of investments made 
by the entrepreneurs. As sta-

Julie Zhu

AppROxIMATELY 
200 science projects 

made by Macau Anglican 
College students were on 
display last week at the 
school, showcasing design 
topics such as recycling, 
natural disasters and phy-
sics, among others. 

The science exhibition 
followed a previous one 
that took place two years 
ago. Four school gra-
des were involved in the 
event, which has since 
become a competition 
among students. 

According to Nausheen 
Gull, a science coordi-
nator at the college, the 
science-based competi-
tion is organized every 
two years. This year, eight 
teachers from the insti-
tution formed a jury to 
evaluate the projects. 

“We give them eight 
weeks to develop the 
projects,” said Nausheen 
Gull, adding that during 
this period, teachers gui-
de the students while pa-
rents can provide assis-
tance back home. 

Gull said that the top 20 
projects, which had been 
selected from each year’s 

Student Delfina poses besides her work 

Davina Chu 

Cultural Industries Fund 
granted MOP143 million 

ted by the fund, the govern-
mental support is accounta-
ble for only about 13 percent 
of the MOP726 million total 
investment in the same pe-
riod. 

Doing an evaluation of the 
first 33 months of opera-
tions of the FIC, Chu noted 
some relevant changes that 
have been made over the 
years concerning forms of 
financial support. Chu no-
ted that “in the first year 
the financial support form 
was concentrated on the 
payment of projects, which 
is a non-repayable support, 
but in the last two years the 
companies started to use the 
form of free-interest loans or 
a mix between the two, whi-
ch is allowed.”

Changes also included the 
approval rate of the projects 
submitted to the fund that 

saw a significant increase 
since 2016 and especially in 
the first two months of 2017, 
when the approval rate rea-
ched over 80 percent.

“From 2014 to 2016 the 
approval rate was lower than 
40 percent but in the last 
two months [January and 
February 2017] this appro-
val rate has hiked to over 
80 percent [this] shows that 
the candidate companies are 
now more aware of how to 
apply for the finance support 
and how to do their business 
plans,” Chu said, justifying 
the figures.

The FIC committee mem-
bers are hoping that 2017 
can be a year of great achie-
vements for the fund. In 
just the first two months of 
2017, the fund has already 
received 16 new projects, 13 
of which have been already 

EduCATIon 

Student science projects exhibited 
at Macau Anglican College

group through a prelimi-
nary assessment, were at 
the exhibition.

Group and individual 
participants were divided 
into different categories 
for the jury to evaluate. 
Recognition would be 
awarded to the top five 
group projects and top 
three individual projects 
of each year, Gull infor-
med the Times. 

When questioned about 
the students’ interest in 
science programs, the 
science coordinator re-
vealed that this exhibition 
is the most popular in the 
school. 

“They are very excited! 
This is the homework 
they get more excited 

about,” said Gull, noting 
that the students were ea-
ger to finish their projects 
on time. 

“They feel very proud, 
and we receive positive 
feedback from parents as 
well,” he added.

Gull told the Times 
that both genders “have 
always mixed resul-
ts. They work the same 
way.” She also told the 
Times that the school 
would love to “extend the 
students’ work if there 
ever is a regional science 
fair or other competitions 
where students can re-
present our school.”

“We do have a lot of po-
tential projects which we 
can do,” said Gull. 

approved, a figure close to 
the total of 2016 (20). 

Digital media in the areas 
of Filming, Animation and 
Comics is the field that had 
more projects approved, 
followed closely by the Crea-
tive Design and Fashion De-
sign. The total amount of 
finances granted in 2017 for 
projects already approved 
was MOP18 million.

Chu remarked that the 
ultimate goal of the fund is 
to “create and promote the 
Macau brand” not only lo-
cally but abroad. This pro-
motion, according to the 
committee member, is al-
ready happening with some 
brands (namely in fashion 
design) being awarded with 
prizes by the “Hong Kong 
Designers Association Glo-
bal Design Awards” and 
the “Red Star Award,” a 

prestige award from Chi-
na’s Industrial Design. In 
addition, one participating 
company, specializing in 
cartoon books, retails in 
Macau, Hong Kong and 
across China.

A new “incentive” is expec-
ted in 2017 with the creation 
of a “Cultural Industries 
Awards” scheme. For now, 
the award presentation for 
the best of the industry is 
still “in study” but Davi-
na Chu advanced a reply 
to journalists’ questions 

saying, “it might pass for 
two different systems: one 
that delivers honors and 
another that included prize 
money.”

The press conference was 
attended by subsidy gran-
tees who could share “suc-
cessful stories.” They shared 
both their achievements as 
well as the ways that estab-
lished companies can help 
people entering business to 
kick off their own projects 
within the cultural indus-
tries field.
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Lynzy Valles

ThE Macau Pro-
ductivity Techno-

logy Transfer Center 
(CPTTM) launched its 
scholarship for Fashion 
Design students enrol-
led at the University of 
Saint Joseph (USJ).

The scholarship is de-
signed to encourage 
local students to pur-
sue a bachelor degree 
in fashion design. The 
first scholarship was at-
tributed to student Lou 
Nga I., USJ’s first year 
bachelor of Fashion De-
sign. 

Director-general of 
CPTTM Shuen Ka Hung 
confirmed on Monday 
at a press conference 
at USJ that the center 
would award one outs-
tanding student with a 
four-year scholarship 
that pays an annual 
sum of MOP24,500.

According to Shuen, 
the scholarship can 
have a great impact in 
inspiring local studen-
ts to enter the region’s 
fashion industry and 
will aid the cultivation 
of professionals while 
enhancing the standard 
of the local industry.

Álvaro Barbosa, dean 

CPTTM gives 
scholarship to USJ 
fashion design student

of USJ’s Faculty of 
Creative Industries, 
recalled that enrolling 
students to join the first 
year of the program was 
challenging, citing the 
medium of teaching 
and high tuition fees. 

According to him, the 
institution’s Bachelor 
in Fashion Design cur-
rent cohort is eight stu-
dents. The university 
has designed the pro-
gram for a maximum of 
20 students.

Meanwhile USJ rector 
Peter Stilwell noted that 
there has been a drop 
in enrollments over the 
years as fewer students 
are moving from secon-
dary schools into higher 
education.  He additio-
nally remarked that a 
significant number of 
local students travel to 
Taiwan, mainland Chi-
na, and across the re-
gion to pursue higher 
education – which lea-
ves few students atten-
ding higher education 
institutions in Macau.

“So it’s very challen-
ging when it comes to 
this time of the year to 
publicize our courses 
[…] We’re also affected 
by this small number of 
local students.” he said.

High school student 
Mike and his teammates 
designed a QR code sys-
tem which allows people 
to vote for their favorite 
projects. 

Another student, Delfi-
na, built a small self-ma-
de elevator, which was 
one of the top 20 projects 
among those of her peers. 
Delfina told the Times 
that the idea of making an 
elevator occurred to her 
because she has wanted 
to become an engineer 
since she was young. 

Another student, Ale-
xandre Gomes made a 
questionnaire that inclu-
ded pictures of a mother, 
father and four babies, 
one of whom was the cou-
ple’s actual child.  

The objective was for 
people to correctly mat-
ch the parents with their 
baby. Gomes collected 
the responses of 160 
people to reach the final 
conclusion. Based on res-
ponses collected from 160 
people, Gomes concluded 
that, when ascertaining 
the resemblance between 
babies and their parents, 
people tend to perform 
better with samples of 
their own race. 
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We have tested 
cosmetics and 
what we’ve 
found is that 
they will be 
containing 
ingredients 
such as 
cadmium, 
arsenic, lead, to 
very dangerous 
levels.

MARY BAGNALL
INTELLECTUAL PRoPERTY LAWYER 

Lynne O’Donnell, London 

IN a warehouse at London’s 
sprawling Heathrow Airport, 

a border officer pulls open a car-
dboard box he suspects contains 
contraband goods. Bingo — his 
instincts are rewarded.

The box is packed with beige and 
black sneakers that to the untrai-
ned eye look identical to the limi-
ted edition Adidas Yeezy Boost, 
designed by rap star Kanye West, 
which sold out within minutes of 
being released last year and now 
have a resale value many times 
their original retail price.

In the past five years, the Border 
Force, the policing command un-
der Britain’s Home Office charged 
with immigration and customs 
controls, has seized thousands of 
consignments at Heathrow alone, 
valued at around £100 million 
(USD125 million), said Peter Her-
ron, senior officer for specialist 
operations. “Anything a counter-
feiter can counterfeit, they will.”

Annual trade in fake products is 
worth around 2.5 percent of total 
global trade, or about $18 trillion, 
according to Piotr Stryszowski, an 
economist with the Paris-based 
Organization for Economic Coo-
peration and Development. The 
money goes to organized crime, 
and helps fund terrorism and the 
trafficking of drugs, people, sex 
and wildlife, as well as the lavish 
lifestyles of its kingpins.

“It’s the globalized illicit business 
of the 21st century,” says Strys-
zowski, who laments it’s not taken 
as seriously as other contraband, 
such as cocaine.

Consumers may see fakes as 
“fun” and feel clever to buy sun-
glasses or sneakers that look like 
the real thing but cost a fraction of 
the price.

The reality, however, is any-
thing but fun for the workers, 
many of them children, who toil 
in appalling, often slave-like con-
ditions in secret factories making 
fake products for gang bosses who, 
Stryszowski says, “have no ethics 
and no respect for the law.”

It’s this human cost that makes 
counterfeit goods one of the most 

Seized counterfeit items, including a fake Nike high heeled shoe, are displayed to 
be photographed at UK Border Force offices in London

Fake fashion fuels vast illicit 
profits, sea of human misery 

insidiously dangerous criminal ac-
tivities in the world today.

London-based intellectual pro-
perty lawyer Mary Bagnall descri-
bes scenes of horror — children 
chained to sewing machines; peo-
ple locked in underground facto-
ries in remote corners of China — 
that characterize an industry so 
lucrative yet so low-risk that some 
crime gangs are getting out of the 
drugs and people-trafficking busi-
nesses and into fakes.

“This makes more money for 
organized crime with less risk for 
them,” she told The Associated 
Press, describing counterfeiting as 
part of a “massive global web” of 
criminality. “It’s difficult to com-
municate to consumers why it is 
not a victimless crime.”

“Consumers are used to the 
idea of fake handbags and even 
fashion counterfeits, [which] alone 
amount to some 2.6 billion pounds 
[$3.24 billion] worth of lost sales 
and I think an estimated 40,000 
lost jobs annually; and that’s just 
in one industry,” she said.

Consumers can understand the 
perils of fake air bags for cars, or 

fake toys or electrical goods that 
“could explode in the face of a 
child,” Bagnall said. But the fake 
goods industry goes much further 
than that.

“What consumers are probably 
less aware of is the danger of coun-
terfeits in relation to other produc-
ts — I’m talking now about phar-
maceuticals, I’m talking about cos-
metics,” she said.

Ingredients found in fake cos-
metics include chemicals that can 
cause disfigurement or worse. Me-
dicines made on the cheap and ou-
tside regulation can cause serious 
health problems.

“We have tested cosmetics and 
what we’ve found is that they will 
be containing ingredients such as 
cadmium, arsenic, lead, to very 
dangerous levels. The worst one we 
found contained cyanide,” said Ma-
tthew Cridland, trading standards 
manager for Newport, a city 200 
kilometers northwest of London.

The vast majority of fakes, more 
than 81 percent, come from Chi-
na and Hong Kong. The biggest 
victims are in the United States, 
Italy, France and Switzerland, and 

include designers and manufactu-
rers of everything from high-end 
fashion clothing, footwear, jewelry 
and watches, to cosmetics, perfu-
mes and medicines.

Britain is an important destina-
tion for counterfeiters, since its 
purchasing power is high and its 
consumers enjoy buying bran-
d-name merchandise. Also, like 
many markets for fakes, the inter-
net has seen illicit profits grow for 
organized crime while the risk of 
detection shrinks.

Matt Cope, head of Digital Tech-
nology Policy with Britain’s Intel-
lectual Property Office, suggests 
that undetected volumes of fake 
merchandise are on the rise.

“With the explosion of online 
shopping, everybody is very used 
to ordering from online platforms, 
and you can order direct from ma-

nufacturers, from source countries 
like China,” he said. “It is harder to 
track a larger number of small par-
cels than a smaller number of large 
shipping containers.”

Some internet sites clearly sell 
fake goods at a cheap rate and 
are easily targeted by trademark 
owners and their lawyers. Others 
offer fake goods at close to the le-
gitimate retail price to dupe buyers 
into believing they are getting 
the real thing at a discount. Still 
others, Bagnall said, offer genuine 
products on a “grey market” that 
bypasses the brand owner to pro-
duce illegal profits.

Online marketplaces strive to 
keep fakes off their sites to protect 
their own brand integrity. EBay’s 
global corporate affairs and com-
munications manager Ryan Moo-
re said the company works with 
“brand owners, retailers and law 
enforcement agencies to combat 
bad activity.”

Governments, too, are working 
across borders to reduce, if not eli-
minate, the manufacture, distribu-
tion and sale of counterfeit goods, 
and to better inform consumers 
about the crime gangs, criminal 
operations and human misery it 
supports. The British government, 
for instance, stations a fake trade 
specialist at its Beijing embassy.

Nevertheless, reality prevails.
“It’s a vast market and consu-

mers always have an appetite for 
a bargain,” said Cope. “Until they 
can easily identify whether those 
goods are genuine or not, it will be 
very difficult for them to make that 
choice.”

Cope also says some people are 
going to buy fakes no matter what.

“It’s something that will be very 
difficult to wipe out in its entire-
ty, but we can make a dent,” he 
said. AP

corporate bits

Galaxy Entertainment Group 
(GEG) yesterday reported the 
results for the fourth quarter 
of last year as well as the full 
year performance. 

According to a statement 

geg announces q4 editda up 20 percent

issued by GEG, fourth quar-
ter Adjusted EBITDA increa-
sed by around 20 percent 
year-on- year and 10 percent 
quarter-to-quarter to HKD3 
billion. Meanwhile the Adjus-

SJM Holdings Limited has 
announced the audited con-
solidated annual results of 
the company and its subsi-
diaries for last year.

During 2016, gaming re-
venue earned by the com-
pany’s subsidiary, SJM, was 
HKD41.27 billion, a decrea-
se of 14.5 percent from the 
previous year. Moreover, Ad-
justed EBITDA of the group 
also fell in the period compa-
red with the previous year; 
down 11.5 percent to about 
HKD3.42 billion.

“Profit attributable to ow-
ners of the company” was 
around HKD2.33 billion, a 
decrease of 5.6 percent from 
the previous year.

According to a statement 
issued yesterday by the 
operator, SJM commanded 
a 19.1 percent share of Ma-
cau’s gaming revenue last 

sjm records contraction in 
properties’ gaming revenue

med that the group expects 
construction on the new inte-
grated resort, the Grand Lis-
boa Palace, to be completed 
around the end of 2017 to 
open in the first half of 2018.

ted EBITDA for the full year 
increased by 18 percent to 
HKD10.3 billion. 

Across the whole year, re-
venue increased by 4 percent 
to HKD52.8 billion, while “net 
profit attributable to sharehol-
ders” surged by more than 
51 percent year-on-year to 
HKD6.3 billion.

“We have worked hard 
during the period to care-
fully control costs […] and to 
substantially grow our mass 
market business,” said GEG 
Chairman Lui Che Woo, ac-
cording to the statement. “In 
the medium to longer term we 
are positive on the outlook for 
Macau.”

Another special divided of 
USD0.26 per share will be 
made payable on or about 
April 28, the statement added, 
representing a 73 percent in-
crease compared to last year.

year, including 22.7 per-
cent of mass-market table 
gaming revenue and 17.3 
percent of VIP gaming re-
venue.

The statement also infor-
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 A pilot plan 
to take effect in 
March will allow 
Vietnamese 
to gamble in 
the country’s 
casinos for the 
first time

Nguyen Dieu Tu Uyen, Luu Van Dat

VIETNAM’S revolu-
tionary founder Ho 
Chi Minh relied on 
lottery ticket sales to 

raise money for schools and hos-
pitals during the war years. Now 
Hanoi’s Communist leaders are 
looking to casinos, horse betting 
and modern lottery-ticket machi-
nes to do the same.

So far this year, Prime Minister 
Nguyen Xuan Phuc has issued 
two decrees aimed at upping 
Vietnam’s game in the regional 
competition for gambling reve-
nue while reducing the country’s 
growing budget deficit. A pilot 
plan to take effect in March will 
allow Vietnamese to gamble in 
the country’s casinos for the first 
time — currently only foreigners 
can. Another will allow bets na-
tionwide on horse and dog races, 
as well as international soccer 
matches. This follows what offi-
cials call an “American-style” lot-
tery started last year by the finan-
ce ministry in partnership with 
Malaysia’s Berjaya Corp.

“They need tax revenues,” 
said Alexandre Legendre, a Ha-
noi-based partner at Leadco Le-
gal Counsel, which has advised 
foreign investors on the country’s 
gambling opportunities. “The fis-
cal situation of the country is un-
der pressure.”

Vietnamese going abroad to 
such gambling locales as Macau, 
Singapore — and just across the 
border in Cambodia — spend an 
estimated USD800 million on 
gambling every year, according 
to Augustine Ha Ton Vinh, an ad-
viser to the Van Don Special Eco-
nomic Zone where a casino fun-
ded by local investor Sun Group 
is planned about 175 kilometers 
northeast of Hanoi. 

Now the government will aim to 
keep that money at home.

New legal outlets for gambling 
would be greeted enthusiastically 
by Vietnamese, who spent about 
$13 billion on lottery tickets from 
2011 through 2015, with revenue 
growing an average of 12 percent 
annually, according to the finance 
ministry. The Southern Lottery 
Council, which comprises lottery 
companies in 21 provinces, pulled 
in almost $3 billion last year—
up more than 200 percent from 
2007, according to the organiza-
tion. 

Gaming industry investments 
will also boost the economy. An 
additional foreign investment of 
$3 billion into Vietnam’s casino 
businesses could increase gross 
domestic product by 0.58 percent 
in the first year, according the 
Institute for Regional Sustainable 
Development in Hanoi.

The new computerized Berjaya 
joint venture, Vietlott, supple-
ments and even competes with 
Vietnam’s provincially operated 
lotteries. The local, five-decades- 
old operations provide a form of 
social welfare for elderly, poor 
and disabled ticket sellers who 
wander in and out of street cafes 
selling paper tickets. Vietlott re-
ported revenue of more than $70 
million last year after rolling out 

People checking the results of the lottery in Hanoi A lottery ticket seller

Overseas casinos to eye 
Vietnam more closely than ever 

operations in about 20 percent of 
the country’s provinces starting 
last July.

Nguyen Van Thanh, who at age 
55 left his comfortable adminis-
trative job at a state-owned in-
surance company, stands all day 
selling Vietlott tickets for 10,000 
dong, or about 45 cents, in the ga-
rage of a Soviet-style apartment 
complex across the street from 
the State Bank of Vietnam in Ha-
noi. He sells as much as $1,300 in 
lottery tickets a day.

“Vietnamese people like to gam-
ble,” he said. “We like being lu-
cky.”

For years, the government has 
been ambivalent about gambling. 
Allowing Vietnamese to enter 
casinos built for foreigners is an 
experiment that will last for three 
years while the program is asses-
sed. 

Ho Chi Minh personally appro-
ved of the first lottery in late 1961 
to raise money for the construc-
tion of schools and hospitals in 

Hanoi, according to Duong Trung 
Quoc, a parliamentarian and se-
cretary general of the Vietnam As-
sociation of Historical Sciences.

While lottery revenue has fun-
ded education and social welfare 
for decades, the government no-
netheless fears unrest from what 
officials call “social evils” associa-
ted with gambling, such as pros-
titution, drunkenness, and heavy 
indebtedness.

Until the latest decrees, Vietna-
mese have only been allowed to 
legally play state-run lotteries and 
place bets at a highly regulated 
dog-racing operation in the sou-
thern province of Ba Ria-Vung 
Tau.

The first casinos open to locals 
most likely will be far from urban 
areas, said Ben Lee, managing 
partner at Asian gaming consul-
tancy IGamiX. An earlier decree 
written by politburo members—
and later revised by the prime 
minister to exclude specific pro-
jects—awarded the first licenses 
to Vingroup JSC to build on the 
southern island of Phu Quoc and 
Sun Group’s Van Don in the nor-
th. After the new decree, the po-
litburo will still decide which of 
the country’s eight casinos and 
proposed new projects get licen-
ses.

“Local gaming near an urban 
center encourages what they are 
trying to avoid — problem gam-
bling among the people who can 
least afford it,” Lee said.

Guidelines requiring Vietname-
se to be age 21 and prove a sta-
ble monthly income are aimed 

at people like Ho Chi Minh City 
electrician Vu Anh Tuan, 35, who-
se monthly earnings of $263 can’t 
pay off his $13,000 gambling 
debt. Tuan, who has a 2-year-old 
daughter, sold his motorbike and 
said he’s pressuring his mother 
to sell their house. He has friends 
whose debts are higher and one 
who is now homeless.

“My wife and I argue all the time 
over the debt from football bet-
ting,” Tuan said.

Vietnam’s economy grew slower 
than the government expected 
last year, and its budget deficit is 
widening due to declining revenue 
from state-owned oil companies 
and an agricultural sector hit by 
drought. The country’s 2016 debt 
is estimated at 64 percent of gross 
domestic product compared with 
41 percent in Thailand and 56 
percent in Malaysia, according to 
the World Bank.

Vietnam is following the lead 
of other Asian governments that 
are endorsing legal gambling in 
a region that embraces games 
of chance. Japan’s parliament 
passed a bill legalizing casinos in 
December, while Universal En-
tertainment Corp. is preparing to 
open a $2.4 billion casino in Ma-
nila.

“Vietnamese people like to gam-
ble. We like being lucky.”

Overseas gaming companies 
have long eyed Vietnam for ex-
pansion. Las Vegas Sands Corp. 
has for years considered a resort 
in Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi, 
George Tanasijevich, the com-
pany’s managing director for 

global development, said in a sta-
tement. The company is “eager 
to proceed” with a project depen-
ding on future casino regulations, 
he said, adding that the three-year 
pilot program presents uncertain-
ty and risks.

Hong Kong’s Chow Tai Fook 
Enterprises Ltd. and VinaCapital 
Investment Management Ltd. 
are investing in a $4 billion pro-
ject in the prime minister’s home 
province of Quang Nam along 
the central coast. In January, 
former hedge-fund manager Phil 
Falcone, the largest investor in 
the Grand Ho Tram Strip casino 
resort a two-hour drive from Ho 
Chi Minh City, met with the pri-
me minister in Hanoi.

Longstanding provincial lottery 
sellers fear all this new competi-
tion — and for good reason. Con-
fined to a wheelchair, Nguyen Thi 
Tien, 70, sets up a wooden table 
every afternoon to sell lottery ti-
ckets on a sun-washed street clo-
gged with motorbikes and lined 
with clothing shops, restaurants 
and other lottery sellers in Ho Chi 
Minh City’s Chinatown. 

Since Vietlott began operating 
last summer, she has experienced 
a 50 percent drop in ticket sales, 
reducing her daily income to less 
than $3 a day.

“In the future, there will be 
other kinds of gambling, and I 
am afraid that there will be fewer 
people buying traditional tickets, 
which are essential to people like 
me,” said Tien, an umbrella at her 
side and a jar of iced lemon juice 
on the table. Bloomberg
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COLOMbIA’S go-
vernment protested 

to China over the im-
pending execution of 
a convicted drug traf-
ficker in a last-minu-
te diplomatic effort to 
stop the death penal-
ty from being applied 
against one of its na-
tionals.

Ismael Arciniegas was 
arrested in 2010 for 
trying to smuggle four 
kilograms of cocaine 
into China in exchange 
for USD5,000. He was 
later sentenced to death 
and Colombia’s Foreign 
Ministry said it had 

AN investment com-
pany of Chinese pro-

perty magnate Cheung 
Chung Kiu is set to buy the 
London skyscraper nickna-
med the Cheesegrater for 
about 1.02 billion pounds 
(USD1.3 billion) from ow-

Colombia pushes to 
stop Beijing from 
executing drug 
smuggler 

Chinese group to buy London 
Cheesegrater Tower, CoStar says

ners British Land Co. and 
Oxford Properties Group 
Inc., CoStar News repor-
ted.

The deal would be the 
biggest single property 
purchase in the U.K. sin-
ce 2014, CoStar reported 
yesterday, without saying 
where it got the informa-
tion. The Chinese company 
beat state-owned rival bi-
dders Korea Investment 
Corp. and Temasek Hol-
dings of Singapore to secu-
re the deal, according to the 
report.

British Land and Toron-
to-based Oxford Properties 
are in advanced negotia-
tions to sell the building, 
the U.K. real estate invest-
ment trust said in a state-

ment yesterday, without 
naming the buyer. It said a 
deal wasn’t certain. Bloom-
berg reported earlier this 
month that Cheung’s Hong 
Kong-based property vehi-
cle, C C Land, was in talks 
to buy British Land’s 50 
percent stake in the tower, 
formally known as The 
Leadenhall Building.

British Land’s shares rose 
as much as 1.7 percent to 
the highest in more than 
a month. The REIT woul-
dn’t comment beyond the 
statement, while Oxford 
Properties, CC Land and 
Temasek declined to com-
ment.

The Cheesegrater has 
achieved record rents for 
the City of London finan-

learned the native of 
Cali would be executed 
in the coming hours.

Some 15,000 Colom-
bians are imprisoned 
around the world, the 
majority for drug traf-
ficking. Of those, 15 in 
China have been sen-
tenced to death and an 
equal number to life 
imprisonment.

Since November, Chi-
na has repatriated two 
convicted Colombian 
drug traffickers for 
humanitarian reasons 
so they could comple-
te their sentences at 
home.

cial district of more than 
100 pounds per square foot 
and is leased to tenants in-
cluding Aon Plc. and Amlin 
Plc. British Land plans 
to use the money raised 
from the sale to finance the 
construction of an office 
building at the Broadgate 
complex, next to Liverpool 
Street railway station.

Chinese and Hong Kong 
investors spent 2.9 billion 
pounds - more than buyers 
from any other region - on 
central London offices in 
2016, broker Knight Frank 
said in a Feb. 1 report. C 
C Land agreed last mon-
th to buy an office buil-
ding in the U.K. capital 
for HKD2.9 billion ($374 
million). Bloomberg

Louise Watt, Beijing

ChINA’S consumption 
of coal fell in 2016 for a 

third year in a row, official 
data showed yesterday, as 
the world’s top carbon pollu-
ter has emerged as a global 
leader in addressing global 
warming.

The National Bureau of Sta-
tistics said the consumption 
of coal, a major source of 
heat-trapping carbon dioxide 
emissions, fell by 4.7 percent 
last year, according to preli-
minary calculations.

The bureau said the share 
of coal in China’s total ener-
gy consumption mix fell to 62 
percent in 2016 from 64 per-
cent the year before. A revised 
figure in the China Energy 
Statistical Yearbook put the 
2015 figure at 63.7 percent, 
but yesterday’s report refe-
renced the preliminary figu-
res reported last year.

While China is the world’s 
biggest consumer of coal, 
its consumption levels have 
dropped as economic growth 
slows to its lowest level sin-
ce 1990. With its major cities 
gripped by choking air pollu-
tion, China has also aimed 
to reduce coal usage in favor 
of natural gas and renewable 
energy including hydro, wind 
and solar power.

Directives in January from 
the National Energy Admi-
nistration ordered the cance-
llation of about 100 coal-fired 
power plants planned across 
the country. Construction 
had already started on some.

As the world’s second-lar-
gest economy, China is the 
top emitter of man-made car-
bon dioxide emissions, with 
the globe’s leading economy, 
the United States, in second 
place.

A loader moves coal at a coal mine near Ordos in the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region

Coal consumption falls 
for third year in a row

China’s tackling of clima-
te change in collaboration 
with the United States un-
der President Barack Obama 
was touted by Beijing and 
Washington as a bright spot 
in a relationship beset by 
trade and security tensions. 
Crucially, the two countries 
joined last year to endorse the 
landmark Paris Agreement on 
climate change.

That limited partnership 
has now grown uncertain 
under new President Donald 
Trump, who has called cli-

mate change a Chinese hoax 
and pledged to reverse Oba-
ma’s efforts to curb emissions 
from coal-fired power plants.

Trump said during his cam-
paign that he would “cancel” 
the Paris Agreement and wi-
thdraw American tax dollars 
from U.N. global warming 
programs.

Greenpeace said an analy-
sis of data from the Natio-
nal Energy Administration 
showed an expected “signi-
ficant drop” in China’s CO2 
emissions of 1 percent this 

year, in what it said would be 
the fourth consecutive year of 
zero growth or a decline.

The decline “reinforces Chi-
na’s growing status as a glo-
bal climate leader, and sends 
a strong signal to U.S. Pre-
sident Trump that his dirty 
energy agenda will send the 
American economy in the 
wrong direction,” Greenpeace 
said.

Lauri Myllyvirta, senior coal 
campaigner for Greenpeace, 
said China’s stable and falling 
carbon emissions have “com-

pletely revolutionized the 
prospects for bringing global 
emissions and bringing cli-
mate change under control.”

“The two reasons why global 
emissions have been stable 
for the past three years are 
no growth in China and rapid 
fall in emissions in the U.S., 
so that really shows what can 
be accomplished when these 
two countries work together,” 
Myllyvirta said.

China’s decline in coal use, 
however, did not signal an 
overall drop in energy con-
sumption. The country’s total 
use of energy rose by the equi-
valent of 4.36 billion tons of 
standard coal, an increase of 
1.4 percent over the previous 
year, the statistics bureau 
said. Consumption of crude 
oil increased by 5.5 percent 
and natural gas by 8 percent, 
the bureau said. Overall con-
sumption of electricity from 
all sources rose by 5 percent, 
it said.

Consumption of renewab-
le sources accounted for 19.7 
percent of the total energy 
mix, up 1.7 percent from the 
year before. While solar and 
wind power are growing more 
prominent, most renewab-
le energy comes from dams 
whose environmental impact 
is beginning to draw more at-
tention. China has suspended 
approvals for new hydroelec-
tric projects in the mountai-
nous southwestern province 
of Yunnan following concerns 
about the impact on the local 
ecosystem.

Meanwhile, production of 
coal fell by 9 percent to 3.41 
billion tons last year. China 
has for years been closing 
smaller, less efficient and 
more dangerous coal mines 
in a bid to boost productivity 
in the sector. AP
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 Trump talked 
up his selection 
of Iowa Gov. 
Terry Branstad 
as u.S. 
ambassador to 
China [and later 
said] Beijing 
was “very 
happy” with the 
choice

Matthew Pennington, Washington

PRESIDENT Donald 
Trump met China’s top 
foreign policy adviser yes-
terday [Macau time], and 

U.S. officials huddled with key 
Asian powers to discuss tensions 
with North Korea, which have 
been stoked by a recent missile 
test and an airport killing officials 
believe was ordered by Pyon-
gyang.

State Councilor Yang Jiechi is 
the first senior Chinese official to 
visit the U.S. since Trump took 
office five weeks ago. Yang led a 
six-member delegation in talks 
first with Trump’s new national 
security adviser, Lt. Gen. H.R. Mc-
Master, senior Trump adviser and 
son-in-law, Jared Kushner, and 
others.

The two sides “discussed sha-
red interests in national security,” 
White House press secretary Sean 
Spicer said, without elaborating. 
Yang’s two-day visit comes amid 
uncertainty about how the world’s 
two largest economies will manage 
their trade relationship and securi-

CHInA-uS

Rising tensions loom as Washington, 
Asian powers discuss North Korea 

ty challenges in East Asia.
In that region, North Korea’s ra-

pid progress toward acquiring a 
nuclear-tipped missile that could 
strike the U.S. mainland poses one 
of the sternest national security 
challenges for Trump. His admi-
nistration is currently reviewing 
how to deal with young dictator 
Kim Jong Un.

Also yesterday, U.S. Special Re-
presentative for North Korea Poli-
cy Joseph Yun met at the State De-
partment with his Japanese and 
South Korean counterparts, Kenji 
Kanasugi and Kim Hong-kyun. 
The meeting was part of continued 
U.S. efforts to get its main allies in 
Asia to cooperate more closely on 
security.

In a joint statement, the three 
governments called for all coun-
tries to implement U.N. sanctions 
against North Korea. The officials 
also considered other measures 
they could take under national au-
thorities to restrict revenue sour-
ces for the North’s weapons pro-
grams, particularly from its illicit 
activities, the statement said.

In a potentially hopeful sign for 

the U.S., China recently announ-
ced it was suspending coal imports 
from North Korea, increasing eco-
nomic pressure on its traditional 
ally. In return, Beijing wants the 
U.S. to restart long-stalled nego-
tiations with North Korea.

But on Friday, the U.S. govern-
ment nixed what would have been 
the first unofficial talks on U.S. 

soil in five years between North 
Korean government officials and 
former U.S. officials. No current 
U.S. officials were to participate in 
the talks in New York in early Mar-
ch. But allowing them to proceed 
could have signaled the Trump 
administration’s openness to U.S. 
engagement with North Korea.

The decision came after Malay-
sian authorities announced earlier 
Friday that the exiled half brother 
of Kim Jong Un was assassinated 
using VX nerve agent. The killing 
is widely blamed on North Ko-
rea. In Congress, lawmakers are 
seeking tougher sanctions and for 
the North again to be declared a 
state sponsor of terrorism, a desig-
nation lifted in 2008.

Tensions could rise further.
The U.S. is due to begin annual 

military exercises with South 
Korea in March, which invaria-
bly provoke warlike rhetoric and 
threats from North Korea. Pyon-
gyang views the joint military exer-
cises as preparation by the U.S. 
and South Korea for an invasion 
across the heavily militarized bor-
der between the two Koreas.

North Korea hasn’t directly cri-
ticized Trump but is determined 
to advance its nuclear and missi-
le programs. On Feb. 12, it tested 
a new type of ballistic missile as 
Trump met Japan’s Prime Minis-
ter Shinzo Abe in Florida.

Among Asian nations, China 
holds the greatest power to change 
North Korea’s calculus. The Nor-
th is heavily reliant on trade with 
China. Trump accuses Beijing of 
failing to use its leverage.

Trump yesterday talked up 
his selection of Iowa Gov. Terry 
Branstad as U.S. ambassador to 
China. He told a state governors’ 
meeting at the White House that 
Beijing was “very happy” with the 
choice.

Branstad’s appointment, howe-
ver, requires Senate confirmation. 
The Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee has yet to receive 
Branstad’s full nomination papers, 
according to a congressional aide, 
who wasn’t authorized to speak 
publicly on the matter and deman-
ded anonymity. The White House 
announced the nomination Jan. 
20. AP

AMID renewed tensions 
between Beijing and 

Taipei, Taiwan yesterday 
marked the 70th anniver-
sary of a bloody crackdown 
on anti-government protes-
ters that is widely seen as a 
rejection of China’s claims 
to the self-governing island 

President Tsai Ing-wen delivers a speech during a memorial service 
marking the ‘228 Incident’ in Taipei yesterday

TAIWAn

Taipei marks crackdown 
anniversary amid China tensions

democracy.
The protests that began on 

Feb. 28, 1947, were directed 
at the corrupt rule of Chiang 
Kai-shek’s Chinese Natio-
nalist Party that had taken 
control of the former Japa-
nese colony less than two 
years earlier.

China considers the upri-
sing a part of the overall 
struggle that led to the com-
munist victory in 1949, whi-
le many Taiwanese see it as 
a backlash against attempts 
to govern the island from 
China without the consent 
of the island’s native popu-
lation.

As many as 28,000 people 
were believed killed after 
Chiang dispatched troops to 
massacre participants in the 
largely peaceful protests, 
many of whom came from 
the Japanese-educated elite.

Suppressed under Natio-
nalist rule, the uprising has 

become a rallying point for 
Taiwanese who say the is-
land and China are separate 
nations.

This year’s commemora-
tions are especially signi-
ficant because the govern-
ment is drafting a law that 
could rename a central Tai-
pei tourist landmark dedi-
cated to Chiang and remove 
his statue from the premises.

The independence-leaning 
administration of President 
Tsai Ing-wen is also relea-
sing all previously secret 
government documents 
about the events that broke 
out when Nationalist po-

licemen attacked a widow 
selling contraband cigaret-
tes, sparking an outpouring 
of pent-up frustration with 
Chiang’s government.

Then based in the Chinese 
city of Nanjing, Chiang was 
driven from mainland Chi-
na by Mao Zedong’s com-
munists in 1949 and ruled 
Taiwan under martial law 
until his death in 1975.

The then-Nationalist go-
vernment offered an apo-
logy to victims in 1995, but 
moves to excise Chiang’s 
memory stalled under for-
mer Nationalist president 
Ma Ying-jeou who left office 
last year.

“We are pretty dissatisfied 
and feeling impatient,” said 
Yang Chen-long, 65, chief 
executive officer of a fou-
ndation for victims of the 
1947 crackdown. Althou-
gh Yang’s family received 
6 million Taiwan dollars 

(USD195,000) for the per-
secution of his father and 
two other relatives at the 
hands of authorities, he said 
ascribing blame and edu-
cating the public are of pri-
mary concern.

“The compensation for 
me isn’t that important,” 
he said. “Chiang Kai-shek 
should take responsibility.”

Following a period of re-
lative calm in relations be-
tween the sides, China has 
stepped up its pressure on 
Taiwan over Tsai’s refusal 
to endorse its principle that 
the island and the mainland 
are part of a single Chinese 
nation to be unified even-
tually.

China’s Taiwan Affairs 
Office last week accused 
Taiwanese independence 
supporters of manipulating 
the anniversary to “to stoke 
conflict and split public opi-
nion.” AP
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Eileen Ng, Kuala Lumpur

MALAYSIAN property 
developer Tiah Joo Kim 

got way more than he bar-
gained for when he signed 
a licensing deal to use the 
Trump brand on the Trump 
International Hotel and 
Tower that is opening this 
week in the Canadian city of 
Vancouver.

Prices for condominiums in 
the sleek 69-story building de-
signed by one of Canada’s top 
architects have set records. 
But police are expecting pro-
tests by many who object to 
having a major Trump-bran-
ded property as a city land-
mark when the president’s 
two oldest sons officially open 
the tower yesterday.

Joo Kim’s Holborn Develo-
pment struck the licensing 
deal before Trump’s politi-
cal ascent. He says he’s now 
“locked” into his licensing 
agreement, with no legal 
grounds to back out of the 
deal, whose terms have not 
been released.

“There would be severe le-
gal implications,” he told The 
Associated Press in a recent 
interview.

Joo Kim, 37, is the son of 
tycoon Tony Tiah Thee Kian, 
one of Malaysia’s richest 
men and a staunch Christian 
who built his fortune in sto-
ckbroking in the 1990s befo-
re expanding into real estate. 
Groomed to inherit the fa-
mily business, last year Joo 
Kim was appointed CEO of 
its property arm TA Global. 
He also runs the Canadian
-based Holborn Group.

Raised in the Malaysian 
capital Kuala Lumpur, he 

JApANESE Emperor 
Akihito and Empress 

Michiko arrived in Viet-
nam for a visit to promote 
goodwill and soothe some 
of the wounds of World 
War II by meeting with the 
abandoned wives of for-
mer Japanese soldiers.

The 83-year-old Akihi-
to, the first-ever Japanese 

Donald Trump with Tiah Joo Kim, left, CEO and president of Holborn Group, at the announcement of the building of Trump 
International Hotel and Tower Vancouver in 2013

Malaysian tycoon stresses over 
Vancouver project with Trump 

VIETnAM

Emperor Akihito hopes to soothe wounds of WWII 

emperor to visit Vietnam, 
will be given a red carpet 
welcome by Vietnamese 
President Tran Dai Quang 
today.

During their six-day visit, 
the imperial couple is sche-
duled to meet with a dozen 
surviving widows and fa-
milies members of Japane-
se war veterans. The wives 

and their families used to 
face discrimination becau-
se the women had married 
Japanese men.

Japanese troops invaded 
Vietnam in 1940 and re-
mained there until Japan 
surrendered to the allies in 
1945, but some 700 Japa-
nese soldiers, most of them 
married to Vietnamese 
women, stayed in Vietnam 
after revolutionary leader 
Ho Chi Minh declared in-
dependence from French 
colonial rule shortly after 
that.

The Japanese soldiers 
provided Ho Chi Minh’s 
Viet Minh with their mili-
tary expertise to fight the 
French. By the time the 
Viet Minh defeated the co-
lonial forces in 1954, pla-
cing the North under Com-
munist rule, about half of 
the Japanese soldiers died 

from fighting or illness and 
the first group of 71 had to 
leave without being able 
to bring their families in 
1954. The rest had to leave 
in 1960, but this time with 
their families because Ja-
pan was on the other side 
of the Cold War.

Despite their stormy re-
lations in the past, the two 
countries have steadily 
improved their ties since 
Vietnam’s Communists 
launched reform policies 
in the mid-1980s and ope-
ned up to the world in early 
1990s.

Today, Japan is Vietnam’s 
biggest foreign donor and 
one of its top investors and 
trading partners.

The two countries have 
enjoyed closer military 
and security ties in recent 
years, with both facing se-
parate maritime disputes 

with China. The emperor’s 
visit follows one by Japa-
nese Prime Minister in Ja-
nuary during which he ple-
dged to provide Vietnam 
with new patrol vessels.

“The state visit to Viet-
nam by the Japanese em-
peror and empress is an 
event of symbolic signifi-
cance, a historic milesto-
ne in the friendship and 
cooperation between the 
two countries,” Vietnam’s 
government said in a state-
ment on its website yester-
day. “It demonstrates the 
sentiment and interests of 
Japan to the country and 
people of Vietnam.”

The visit will help to fur-
ther promote the strategic 
partnership and unders-
tanding between the two 
countries, it said.

Despite his age, Emperor 
Akihito has maintained 

a busy schedule, greeting 
foreign dignitaries and tra-
veling overseas and arou-
nd Japan.

He has attempted to soo-
the some of the wounds 
from World War II, trave-
ling to China early in his 
reign. He has visited other 
major battlefields overseas 
— the western Pacific is-
land of Saipan in 2005, the 
western Pacific nation of 
Palau in 2016 and the Phi-
lippines earlier this year.

The emperor is scheduled 
to meet with other Viet-
namese leaders and tour 
Vietnam’s ancient capi-
tal of Hue before heading 
Sunday to Thailand, where 
he will pay respects to King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej, who 
died in October, and meet 
with new King Maha Va-
jiralongkorn before going 
home. AP

studied at Oral Roberts Uni-
versity in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
and earned a master’s degree 
in international business at 
Macquarie University in Syd-
ney, Australia.

When he set the deal with 
Trump in 2013, Joo Kim was 
banking on the staying power 
and cachet of his brand.

“I wanted a brand that wou-
ld get me a lot of attention 
so that the public would, in 
turn, be impressed with me 
knowing I am responsible for 
the product,” Joo Kim told 
the Malaysian newspaper 
The Star in an interview last 
year.

He has a picture on Insta-
gram of himself at Trump’s 
Jan. 20 inauguration, along 
with a picture of his ticket for 
the Liberty Ball, one of three 
balls the president attended.

Joo Kim has profited from 
the partnership: TA Global 
reported it earned USD10.4 
million from the Vancouver 
Trump project in 2015, re-
presenting 57 percent of its 
total profit.

But in his recent interview 
with the AP, Joo Kim says he 
found Trump’s statements 
about Muslims, Mexicans and 
women “extremely stressful.”

“I did a lot of soul sear-
ching because people were 
attacking me for it,” said Joo 
Kim.

The Tiah family has endu-

red setbacks and criticism 
before.

In 1999, Joo Kim’s father, 
who is now 70, was charged 
with abetting a businessman 
to defraud another broke-
rage, Omega Securities. In 
2002, he was convicted on a 
reduced charge of providing 
a false report to the Kuala 
Lumpur stock exchange. He 
resigned as head of his finan-

cial firm, TA Enterprise.
The elder Tiah made a co-

meback in 2009 with the lis-
ting of his property arm, TA 
Global.

The family are devout 
Christians in a majority Mus-
lim country: Joo Kim’s father 
often preaches at Christian 
events.

Joo Kim says he chose the 
Trump brand in part because 

he felt a bond with Trump’s 
son Donald Jr. “We’re both 
the oldest son and our fathers 
were really dominant and di-
fficult at times,” he said. “We 
may be OK financially but we 
didn’t get the attention of our 
parents because our parents 
were always busy working. 
But at the same time there’s 
a big expectation to be per-
fect.” AP
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I have no 
intention of 
staying in 
Singapore. 
I’ve got 
nothing here. 
Everything I’ve 
got is there [in 
Britain]. 

IRENE CLENNELL

ThE Philippine president has 
apologized to Germany for 

failing to stop the beheading of a 
German hostage by Muslim mili-
tants and said a massive offensi-
ve backed by fighter jets against 

AUSTRALIAN coun-
terterrorism poli-

ce arrested a man yes-
terday who officials 
say was planning to 
advise the Islamic 
State group on how 
to develop missiles.

Australian Fede-
ral Police arres-
ted the 42-year-old 
electrician during a 
raid at his home in 
the rural New Sou-
th Wales town of 
Young following an 
18-month investiga-
tion, Police Commis-
sioner Andrew Col-
vin told reporters in 

Military chief General Eduardo Ano 
delivers a speech at Camp Aguinaldo 
military headquarters in Manila yesterday

PHILIPPInES 

Duterte apologizes to 
Germany over beheading 

the extremists was underway.
Philippine officials say Jurgen 

Gustav Kantner was beheaded 
by Abu Sayyaf militants in the 
southern Philippines after a ran-
som deadline lapsed Sunday.

German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel condemned the killing as 
an “abominable act.”

Yesterday, President Rodrigo 
Duterte apologized and outli-
ned the steps his government 
has taken to quell a wave of ki-
dnappings by Muslim militants, 
including a request he made to 
China to help patrol the interna-
tional waters bordering the sou-
thern Philippines, Malaysia and 
Indonesia where many piracy 
incidents and abductions have 
happened. Duterte said China 
has not responded to his request.

Australian accused of planning 
to help IS develop missiles 

the nation’s capital, 
Canberra.

Haisem Zahab, an 
Australian-born citi-
zen, is accused of re-
searching and desig-
ning a laser warning 
device that could 
alert the Islamic Sta-
te group to incoming 
guided weapons used 
by coalition forces in 
Syria and Iraq, Col-
vin said. He is also 
accused of resear-
ching, designing and 
modeling systems to 
assist the extremist 
group’s efforts to de-
velop their own long

-range guided missi-
les, Colvin said.

Zahab was not 
planning any atta-
ck in Australia, and 
is believed to have 
been working alone, 
Colvin said.

“We will be alleging 
that the material 
he was intending to 
provide to ISIL, the 
research that he was 
doing, was credible,” 
Colvin said, using an 
acronym for the Isla-
mic State.

Zahab is facing se-
veral charges, inclu-
ding two that relate 

to supporting extre-
mist groups over-
seas. Those charges 
carry a maximum 
penalty of life in pri-
son.

He appeared brie-
fly in a local court in 
Young and did not 
apply for bail. His 
next court appearan-
ce is March 8.

Since Australia’s 
terrorist threat level 
was elevated in Sep-
tember 2014, the go-
vernment says there 
have been 12 extre-
mist plots foiled by 
police. AP

Annabelle Liang, Singapore

A Singaporean grand-
mother who was de-
ported from Britain 
because her immigra-

tion status had lapsed said yes-
terday that police treated her 
“like a terrorist” before putting 
her on a plane back to Asia.

Irene Clennell, 53, was remo-
ved from Britain on Sunday 
after being sent to an immigra-
tion detention center.

“I’m a tiny person and two 
of the officers were holding 
my hand, like I’m going to run 

Deported Singaporean says UK 
treated her ‘like a terrorist’

away or something, like a ter-
rorist,” she told The Associated 
Press in Singapore. “It was qui-
te embarrassing.”

Clennell arrived in Britain in 
1988, married two years later 
and has two adult sons and a 
granddaughter. She and her 
husband lived in the north of 
the country.

She spent periods in Singa-
pore throughout her marriage; 
one stretch lasted seven years 
and her British husband and 
children — who were small at 
the time — were with her for 
most of that time, she said.

Her husband of 27 years, 
John, has serious health pro-
blems and Clennell was his 
sole caregiver, her sister-in- 
law, Angela Clennell, said in 
Britain.

Irene Clennell said he was 
inconsolable when she was de-
ported.

“He was in tears and stuff,” 
she said. “He is suffering from 
depression.”

The British government’s 
spousal visa system requires 
that a foreign spouse spend 
substantial uninterrupted time 
in the country. Clennell had 

been granted indefinite per-
mission to remain in Britain in 
1992, but this lapsed after she 
stayed outside the country for 
more than two years. She re-
turned to Britain as a visitor 
in 2013, and that year applied 
to remain in the country as a 
spouse; her application was 
turned down without explana-
tion.

She has had no legal basis 
for remaining in Britain since 
July 2014, when her appeal ri-
ghts were exhausted. Britain’s 
Home Office said people with 
no legal right to remain in the 

country are expected to leave.
Clennell said British officials 

who accompanied her on the 
flight promised that she would 
have help in getting a job and in-
tegrating into Singapore society.

“But everything changed 
when we arrived in Singapore. 
The officers turned their fa-
ces,” she said.

“I have no intention of staying 
in Singapore. I’ve got nothing 
here. Everything I’ve got is the-
re,” she said.

For now, she is staying with 
her sister but she said the si-
tuation is untenable.

“I’ll take whatever help I can 
get,” she said. “My sister’s hou-
se is too cramped up. Her sons 
are here and the both of them 
are married. They deserve 
their peace. I used to be quite 
independent and now I have to 
walk on eggshells so I don’t of-
fend anybody.”

She plans to file an appeal for 
return to Britain.

“I’m not asking them to reins-
tate. I’m putting in new appli-
cations, but why was it not gi-
ven? We’re still married. I’m 
still with him. So I don’t see 
why the rule changed.” AP

Irene Clennell holds back her tears as she speaks during an interview with The Associated Press yesterday
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 Trump has privately vented 
frustrations to friends and 
associates, about what he sees 
as the ineffectiveness of the 
White House’s communications 
efforts

Julie Pace, Washington

WITh his first address to 
Congress, President Do-

nald Trump has an opportunity 
to refocus his young adminis-
tration on the economic issues 
that helped him get elected. His 
allies hope it will help him move 
beyond the distractions and sel-
f-inflicted wounds that he has 
dealt with so far.

Trump’s advisers say he will 
use his prime-time speech today 
[Macau time] to declare early 
progress on his campaign pro-
mises, including withdrawing 
the U.S. from a sweeping Paci-
fic Rim trade pact, and to map 
a path ahead on thorny legisla-
tive priorities, including health 
care, infrastructure, and military 
spending.

“We’re going to spend a lot 
more money on military,” 
Trump told “Fox & Friends” in 
an interview aired yesterday, 
saying he could stand to see even 
USD30 billion more than what’s 
being recommended.

“We’re going to get involved in 
negotiating. We’re going to be 
able to get, I think, a lot more 
product for a buck and I’m going 
to be very, very serious about it,” 
he said.

The White House said Trump 
has been gathering ideas for the 
address from the series of liste-
ning sessions he’s been holding 
with law enforcement officials, 

ThE Academy of Mo-
tion Picture Arts and 

Sciences is apologizing 
to the cast and crews of 
the films “La La Land” 
and “Moonlight” for the 
mistaken announce-
ment of the best picture 
winner during the Os-
cars award ceremony.

The Academy’s apology 
comes after the accoun-
ting firm responsible for 
the integrity of the Aca-
demy Awards, PwC, said 
mistakes were made 
and its staffers did not 
move quickly enough to 
correct the biggest error 
in Oscars history.

“We deeply regret 
the mistakes that were 
made during the pre-
sentation of the Best 
Picture category during 
last night’s Oscar ce-
remony,” the Academy 
said in a statement. “We 
apologize to the entire 
cast and crew of ‘La La 
Land’ and ‘Moonlight’ 

uSA

Trump looks to refocus his 
presidency in address to Congress

union representatives, coal mi-
ners and others. Aides said he 
was still tinkering with the spee-
ch Monday.

Republicans, impatient to be-
gin making headway on an am-
bitious legislative agenda, hope 
Trump arrives on Capitol Hill 
armed with specifics on repla-
cing the “Obamacare” health 
care law and overhauling the na-
tion’s tax system, two issues he’s 
so far talked about in mostly ge-
neral terms. More broadly, some 
Republicans are anxious for the 
president to set aside his feuds 
with the media, the intelligence 
community and the courts, whi-
ch have overshadowed the par-
ty’s policy priorities.

“Results aren’t going to come 
from that,” said Judd Gregg, the 

former Republican senator from 
New Hampshire. “Results are 
going to come from driving the 
policies he said he would do.”

The pressure from Republican 
lawmakers makes this a criti-
cal moment for a new president 
who ran for office on a pledge 
to swiftly shake up Washington 
and follow through on the failed 

promises of career politicians.
While most new presiden-

ts enjoy a honeymoon period, 
Trump is saddled with record 
low approval ratings — just 44 
percent of Americans approve 
of his job performance, accor-
ding to a new NBC News/Wall 
Street Journal survey. His most 
sweeping executive order was 
blocked by federal courts, sen-
ding advisers scrambling to wri-
te a new travel and immigration 
directive, which the president is 
expected to sign tomorrow.

Morale is also plummeting 
among some White House sta-
ffers following a string of leaks 
that have left aides questioning 
each other. Earlier this week, Po-
litico reported that White House 
press secretary Sean Spicer had 
sprung surprise “phone checks” 
for members of his communica-
ttions team after details from a 
staff meeting were made public.

Trump said in the interview to 
Fox that he “would have hand-
led it differently than Sean. But 

Sean handles it his way, and I’m 
OK with it.”

In public, Trump has continued 
to speak about his presidency 
with his usual confident blus-
ter, declaring that there’s “never 
been a presidency that’s done so 
much in such a short period of 
time.” But he’s privately vented 
frustrations to friends and asso-
ciates, particularly about what 
he sees as the ineffectiveness of 
the White House’s communica-
tions efforts and the scattershot 
nature of his first weeks in office.

In the Fox interview Tuesday, 
Trump gave himself an overall 
“A plus” for effort, but conceded, 
“In terms of messaging, I would 
give myself a C or a C plus.”

Trump recently complained 
to one associate that the Whi-
te House was trying to do too 
many things at once and none 
of it was breaking through. He 
told another associate that the 
White House had lost control of 
the story surrounding Michael 
Flynn, who was fired as national 
security adviser after misleading 
Vice President Mike Pence and 
others about his contacts with 
Russia.

The White House looked to 
be finding its footing for a stre-
tch last week, beginning with 
Trump’s widely praised rollout 
of Flynn’s replacement, Lt. Ge-
neral H.R McMaster. On do-
mestic issues, the White House 
largely stuck to its script, focu-
sing on manufacturing and the 
budget. Fewer aides appeared 
on television, part of an effort to 
apply some message discipline 
to a White House that has fre-
quently contradicted itself.

One of the most notable chan-
ges was made by the president 
himself, who scaled back his use 
of Twitter for a few days, particu-
larly in the pre-dawn hours. AP

“La La Land” producer Jordan Horowitz, left, presenter Warren 
Beatty, center, and host Jimmy Kimmel right, look at an envelope 
announcing “Moonlight” as best picture at the Oscars 

oSCARS 2017

Academy apologizes for best picture gaffe 

whose experience was 
profoundly altered by 
this error.”

The Academy also apo-
logized to presenters 
Warren Beatty and Faye 
Dunaway and to fans 
watching around the 
world.

The Academy’s state-
ment noted that PwC, 
formerly Price Wa-
terhouse Coopers, has 
been entrusted with 
handling Oscar votes 
for 83 years but said 
the Academy “will de-
termine what actions 

are appropriate going 
forward.”

PwC wrote in its own 
statement that several 
mistakes were made 
and two of its partners 
assigned to the presti-
gious awards show did 
not act quickly enough 
when “La La Land” was 
mistakenly announced 
as the best picture win-
ner. Three of the film’s 
producers spoke before 
the actual winner, the 
coming-of-age drama 
“Moonlight,” was an-
nounced.

“PwC takes full respon-
sibility for the series of 
mistakes and breaches 
of established protocols 
during last night’s Os-
cars,” PwC wrote. It said 

its partner, Brian Culli-
nan, mistakenly handed 
presenters Warren Bea-
tty and Faye Dunaway 
an envelope containing 
the winner of the best 
actress award.

“Once the error oc-
curred, protocols for 
correcting it were not 
followed through qui-
ckly enough by Mr. 
Cullinan or his partner,” 
the statement read. AP

iranian hard-line newspapers 
criticize farhadi’s oscar win 

TWO IRANIAN hard-line 
newspapers have criticized 
Asghar Farhadi’s best foreign 
film Oscar, claiming “politics” 
brought him the award. The 
Keyhan daily said yester-
day that President Donald 
Trump’s executive order to 
ban U.S. entry for citizens 
of seven Muslim-majority 
countries, including Iran, was 
behind the award for “The 

Salesman.” The Javan daily 
says “Farhadi owes Donald 
Trump and the Democrats’ 
media propaganda for his sec-
ond Oscar” and argues that 
the Oscar was an individual’s 
achievement rather than suc-
cess of the Iranian cinema. 
This was the second Oscar 
for Farhadi, who boycotted 
the ceremony in protest of 
Trump’s executive order.
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what’s ON ...

AD LIB- Recent WoRks By konstAntIn 
BessmeRtny
tIme: 10am-7pm (no admission after 6:30 pm, 
closed on Mondays)
UntIL: May 28, 2017 
VenUe: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE 
ADmIssIon: MOP5 (free on Sundays and public 
holidays)  
enqUIRIes: (853) 8791 9814

the stAmp FestIVAL
tIme: 9am-5:30pm (no admission after 5pm, 
closed on public holidays)
UntIL: April 7, 2017
VenUe: Communication Museum of Macao / 
Estrada D. Maria II, No. 7 
ADmIssIon: MoP10 
enqUIRIes: (853) 2871 8063 / 2871 8570

sAILIng FoR DReAms - WoRks By kWok 
Woon
tIme: 10am-7pm (Closed on Mondays)
UntIL: April 23, 2017 
VenUe: Navy Yard No.1, Rua de S. Tiago da 
Barra 
ADmIssIon: Free 
enqUIRIes: (853) 8988 4000

BetWeen gAze AnD hALLUcInAtIon - BLAck 
AnD WhIte photogRAphy By João mIgUeL 
BARRos
tIme: 2pm-7pm (Closed on Sundays)
UntIL: March 25, 2017 
VenUe: Creative Macau, G Floor, Macao Cultural 
Centre, Av. Xian Xing Hai, s/n, NAPE 
ADmIssIon: Free 
enqUIRIes: (853) 2875 3282

soLo exhIBItIon By ho sI mAn
tIme: 11am-10pm
UntIL: March 26, 2017
VenUe: Lakeside Gallery, Anim’Arte Nam Van
enqUIRes: (853) 2836 6866

tRAnsIence: DAReDeVILs AnD toWeRIng 
WeBs
tIme: 12pm-8pm (Closed on Mondays)
UntIL: March 31, 2017 
VenUe: Taipa Village Art Space,10 Rua dos 
Clerigos, Taipa 
ADmIssIon: Free 
enqUIRIes: (853) 2857 6118

this day in historyTV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:50
17:00
17:40
18:20
19:10
19:40
20:30
21:00
21:30
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:20
00:55

TDM News (Repeated)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPi Live    
Criminal Minds S.8    
Once Upon A Time Sr.2 (Repeated)   
Labirint (Repeated)    
TDM Interview (Repeated)    
Soap opera    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
Non-Daily Portuguese News    
How Rolls Royce Bribed Its Way Around The World 
Labirint    
TDM News    
Miscellaneous    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live     

cinema
cineteatro
23feb -1 mar

the SPace betWeen uS
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 9:30pm
Director: Peter chelsom
Starring: Gary Oldman, Asa Butterfield, Brit Robertson
Language: english (chinese)
Duration: 98min

La La LanD
room 1
7:15pm
Director:  Damien chazelle
Starring: ryan gosling, emma Stone
Language: english
Duration: 128min

MancheSter by the Sea
room 2
2:15, 4:45, 9:30pm
Director: Kenneth Lonergan
Starring:  Casey Affleck, Michelle Williams, Kyle Chandler
Language: english (chinese)
Duration: 137min

John WIcK: chaPter tWo
room 2
9:15pm
Director:  Chad Stahelski
Starring: Keanu reeves, Ian McShane, ruby rose
Language: english (chinese)

a cure for WeLLneSS
room 3
2:30, 9:15pm
Director: Gore Verbinski
Starring:  Dane Dehaan, Jason Isaacs, Mia goth 
Language: english (chinese)
Duration: 146min

KancoLLe the MovIe
room 3
5:15pm
Director:  Keizô Kusakawa 
Language: Japanese (chinese)
Duration: 91min

reSIDent evIL: fInaL chaPter
room 3
7:45pm
Director: Paul W. S. anderson
Starring: Milla Jovovich, Ali Larter, Shawn Roberts,
Language: english
Duration: 120min

macau tower
23 feb - 1 mar

the SPace betWeen uS
2:30, 4:45, 7:17, 9:30pm
Director: Peter chelsom
Starring: Gary Oldman, Asa Butterfield, Brit Robertson
Language: english (chinese)
Duration: 98min

Police in New York City are looking for the owner of 
a drone that crashed through a window on a high-rise 
apartment building.

NYPD officials say the drone crash occurred around 
3:15 p.m. Saturday ET into a 27th-floor apartment in 
the Waterside Plaza tower overlooking the East River 
in Manhattan’s Kips Bay section.

Police say a 66-year-old woman living in the apart-
ment was at her computer when the drone crashed 
through the window and landed just a few feet away 
from her. She wasn’t injured.

Police have recovered the drone, but so far don’t 
know who owns it. Their investigation is continuing.

 Offbeat
drone crashes through window 
of 27th-floor nyc apartment 

Whistleblowers and journalists risk prosecution from today 
if they disclose information the British government considers 
to be damaging to defence or the country’s interests abroad. 

The new Official Secrets Act replaces section two of the 1911 
act, under which it was a criminal offence to disclose informa-
tion without lawful authority. 

The new act makes it an offence for any member, or former 
member, of the security services to disclose official information 
about their work. It is also an offence for a journalist to repeat 
any such disclosures. 

The areas covered by the act include releasing information 
on defence, international relations, security service activities, 
foreign confidences and information that might lead to a crime 
being committed. 

The maximum penalties for breaking the new law are two 
years’ imprisonment, an unlimited fine or both. 

The blanket ban on giving away official secrets will also apply 
to some civil servants. 

There will be no public interest defence, so an official would 
not be able to argue in court that they broke the law in the 
national interest. 

The tightening of the law governing official secrets follows the 
Clive Ponting case in 1985. 

The civil servant was charged, but acquitted, of breaking 
the 1911 secrets act after leaking two documents about the 
sinking of the Argentine ship, the General Belgrano, during the 
Falklands war. 

Ministers had misled the public into thinking the ship was 
threatening British lives, when in fact it was sailing away from 
the battle zone when it was attacked.

Although the judge advised jurors to prosecute, they ignored 
his advice and Mr Ponting was let off. 

Other high-profile cases followed including the whistleblower 
Cathy Massiter, who escaped prosecution despite revealing in 
1985 that MI5 were illegally tapping the phones of public figu-
res, human rights campaigners and pressure groups. 

In 1987 the government mounted a huge legal battle to pre-
vent the publication of former MI5 officer Peter Wright’s me-
moirs. But Spycatcher was published in the US and Australia 
and copies found their way into Britain. 

Courtesy bbC News

1990 secrets act gags 
         whistleblowers

in context
Since the new act came into force the government has achieved a number 
of legal successes. 
In 1997, former MI6 officer Richard Tomlinson was sentenced to a year in 
prison for passing secrets to an Australian publisher. 
In 2002 former MI5 officer David Shayler was jailed for six months for 
passing intelligence service information to a newspaper. 
However in February 2004 Katherine Gun, a GCHQ translator, had 
charges of leaking American plans to bug UN diplomats before the war in 
Iraq dropped. 
On 1 January 2005 the Freedom of Information Act came into force. It 
allows the public to access documents about the workings of government 
and other public bodies. 
It is meant to make government more transparent although documents 
relating to national security or other sensitive information will remain 
confidential. 
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omacroSS:  1- Peter and Franco; 6- Mimics; 10- Sock ___ me!; 14- Nobelist Root; 

15- Beget; 16- It’s a gas; 17- Company emblems; 18- Rime; 19- Young deer; 20- 
Tower for the guidance of mariners; 22- ___ extra cost; 23- Broadcasts; 24- Convent 
dweller; 26- Hobby; 30- Teachers in habits; 34- Composer Bruckner; 35- Tiny 
amount; 36- “Michael Collins” actor; 37- Tournament favorite; 38- Covered with 
mud; 40- Bears’ lairs; 41- Shoebox marking; 42- Drunkards; 43- Religious offshoots; 
44- Comfortably familiar; 46- overstay; 48- Author Rand; 49- Gilbert of “Roseanne”; 
50- Hang in the balance; 53- Articles made of wicker; 59- Breezed through; 60- Asian 
inland sea; 61- Stationery brand; 62- Romance lang.; 63- Seldom seen; 64- Spring 
up; 65- Folk wisdom; 66- Stand up to; 67- Greek goddess of fortune;
 
DoWn: 1- 1994 Jodie Foster film; 2- “The Time Machine” people; 3- Diana 
of “The Avengers”; 4- Yikes!; 5- Bear the weight of; 6- on the beach; 7- 
Sanctimonious; 8- Important times; 9- 
Tranquillity; 10- Baby; 11- Milk source; 
12- Large village; 13- ___ account 
(never); 21- God, biblically; 25- Country 
bordered by Canada and Mexico; 26- 
Stroll; 27- Slippery as ___; 28- Spirited 
horse; 29- Director Browning; 30- Turf; 
31- Set up; 32- oscar de la ___; 33- 
Fresh; 35- Fingers; 38- Toward the 
moon; 39- Western Indian; 40- ___ 
Moines, Iowa; 42- Bashful; 43- ogle; 45- 
Bicycle seat; 46- Annie with a gun; 47- 
Suffix with fail; 49- Muffler; 50- Bucket; 
51- Prefix with plasm; 52- Close by; 54- 
Dies ___; 55- Watchful; 56- Ear-related; 
57- ___ Hashanah; 58- Child support?;

Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
customs 28 559 944
S. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu hospital 28 371 333
commission against 
corruption (ccac) 28326 300
IacM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIn Max conDItIon

chIna

WorLD

4
3
4
2
12

drizzle
moderate rain

drizzle
drizzle

drizzle/heavy rain

2
-15
3
-8
3
-1
5
9
5
7
7
7
6
14
15
16

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
It’s easy to teach an old dog new 
tricks when the dog wants to learn 
them - so if you are looking to pick 
up a new skill or get rid of bad habits, 
make sure you have the honest 
desire to do so.

April 20-May 20
Other people, not power, should be 
your top priority right now. So only 
get into it if you have to - as skilled 
as you are besting the competition. 
At heart you’re a lover, not a 
fighter!

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Your brain needs some exercise, 
and you are going to be in a 
position to give it a fantastic 
workout. Do not shy away from 
that certain person who always 
intimidates you. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Just sit back and watch as people 
who have different ideas about what 
to do try their best to solve the issue. 
They might not get as far as you 
would with it, but it’s good for them 
to try. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Today, putting physical energy into 
changing your intimate surroundings 
will energize you and fill you with a 
sense of pride that you haven’t felt in 
quite a while. So it’s the perfect day for 
minor or major household renovations.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
When you’re dealing with new 
people in any kind of group situation 
today, you need to take your ego 
out of it. There is no reason to try to 
impress upon them how wonderful 
you are.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Having a carefree life doesn’t require 
you to forgo all your responsibilities 
and live like a free spirit. If you are 
trying to focus on just having a good 
time right now, don’t make the 
mistake of clearing your calendar to.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You should spend at least some of 
your day today trying to stimulate 
your mind with innovative ideas or 
new philosophical concepts. You 
might get confused and even a little bit 
frustrated, but you will also learn a lot.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Your creativity has always been a big 
part of your intelligence, but never 
more so than right now - the tasks 
you’re working through require the 
kinds of smarts that you have in 
spades!

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Turn your attention away from your 
dreams, because you can’t control 
them. Instead, start exerting more 
power over your waking hours. 
Then you’ll start to see things 
change.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
When you have so many thoughts 
zooming around in your head, it’s 
hard to focus on anything. The good 
news is that all of this ruminating 
will result in some pretty cool ideas 
very soon.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
There is nothing you can say or 
confess that will make them change 
how they feel about you! You have 
much too much good credit built up 
with them already. So don’t be afraid 
to speak the truth today.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Stephen Whyno

ThE NHL trade deadline 
can make for some con-
flicting interests come 
playoff time.

No one outside Minnesota is 
cheering harder for the Wild than 
the Arizona Coyotes because they 
get a second-round pick if Martin 
Hanzal helps Minnesota reach 
the third round. The Tampa Bay 
Lightning would love nothing 
more than Ben Bishop leading the 
Los Angeles Kings to the Stanley 
Cup Final.

Conditional trades based on 
a team’s playoff success, and a 
player’s part in it, are all the rage 
right now in the NHL.

As of yesterday, five pre-deadli-
ne deals include draft picks con-
tingent on how far a team goes in 
the playoffs. There were 13 such 
trades combined at the past four 
deadlines.

“It’s in vogue,” Florida Panthers 
president of hockey operations 
Dale Tallon said. “It’s a creative 
way of doing things. If you have 
success, you don’t mind paying 
more. If you’re successful and go 
deeper, you don’t mind giving up 
an extra asset or more of an as-
set.”

Trades conditional on playoff 
success sometimes happen in the 
NFL, such as when the Minneso-
ta Vikings acquired quarterback 
Sam Bradford from the Philadel-
phia Eagles last year, but they’re 
virtually nonexistent in other 
North American professional 
sports leagues outside of protec-
ted picks in the NBA. They’ve be-
come commonplace in the NHL, 
in part because they’ve worked 
out swimmingly a few times.

When the Chicago Blackhawks 
won it all in 2015, they didn’t 
mind sending an extra second- 
round pick to the Flyers for Kim-
mo Timonen for reaching the Cup 
Final and the defenseman playing 
in at least half their games.

A year earlier, the Kings gave the 
Columbus Blue Jackets an extra 
third-round pick to complete a 
trade for Marian Gaborik after 
the winger helped them win their 
second title in three seasons.

GOALS from big-mo-
ney stars Oscar and 

Hulk helped Shanghai 
SIPG defeat Western 
Sydney Wanderers 5-1 
in the Asian Champions 
League yesterday.

The Brazilians, signed 
for a combined total of 
around USD100 million 
in the last two transfer 
windows, struck early in 
the first half to give the 
Chinese Super League 

HoCKEy

Trades hinging on playoff 
success are ‘in vogue’ in the NHL

The Kings could give up as high 
as a second-round pick if Bishop 
wins them the Cup this season 
but wouldn’t surrender much of 
anything if they miss the playof-
fs. GM Dean Lombardi, who also 
made the 2014 Gaborik trade, 
called it a “common sense” way of 
getting a deal done.

“If I was making a deal here or 
something and [someone] says, 
‘I’m giving five first-rounders and 
you’ll win the Cup,’ you’ll do it,” 
Lombardi said. “You don’t mind 
paying if your team has success.”

The same is true of the Anaheim 
Ducks, who would give the Dallas 
Stars a first-round pick instead of 

a second for Patrick Eaves if they 
reach the Western Conference fi-
nal and the winger plays 50 per-
cent or more of their games. After 
some haggling, Dallas GM Jim 
Nill said that was the final piece of 
getting the trade done.

The idea of contenders gambling 
on themselves makes all the sense 
in the world. But trade deadline 
sellers also like the concept.

The Coyotes were looking to get 
the best deal for Hanzal , so they 
bet on him contributing to the 
Wild’s success.

“We believe strongly that with 
Martin, Minnesota has a chan-
ce to do some things that could 

be pretty special, and we want to 
share in some of that upside,” Ari-
zona GM John Chayka said. “We 
share in the risk, we share in the 
upside. It’s just a creative way to 
try and bridge the gap and get a 
deal done.”

Lombardi would love to make 
salaries and salary cap hits con-
tingent on playoff success becau-
se if a team goes further it’s also 
making more money along the 
way. But the league doesn’t allow 
that.

Maybe that’s for the best be-
cause these kinds of trades make 
things complicated. Vegas Golden 
Knights GM George McPhee, who 

sent a conditional pick to Florida 
in 1998 for Esa Tikkanen the year 
his Washington Capitals made 
the Cup Final, pointed out that 
those trades freeze a lot of poten-
tial draft picks that could be pie-
ces of other trades.

“The difficulty in doing that is 
it ties up a lot of picks,” McPhee 
said. “If they’re encumbered you 
can’t use them.”

That hasn’t stopped the trend, 
though, with teams hedging their 
bets and playing it safe.

“You give yourself a little bit of a 
protection, too, if you don’t quite 
go as far as you think you will,” 
Tallon said. AP

FooTBALL 

Hulk, Oscar inspire Shanghai to 
rout Western Sydney in ACL 

team a second win from 
two matches in Group F.

Hulk, scorer of the 
only goal in the win at 
FC Seoul last week, rose 
above the Wanderers’ 
backline to send in a 
powerful header in just 
the third minute.

Not long after, he sli-
pped the ball through a 
crowded area for Oscar, 
signed from Chelsea in 
January, to shoot into 

the bottom corner.
Mitch Nichols pulled 

a goal back for the 2014 
champion but before the 
half-hour Sun Ke and 
Elkeson made it 4-1. Chi-
na international Wu Lei 
completed the thrashing 
in the second half.

“We looked dangerous 
going forward throu-
ghout the game,” Shan-
ghai coach Andre Villas
-Boas said.

Shanghai was second 
in the group on goal di-
fference behind Urawa 
Reds. The Japanese team 
defeated FC Seoul 5-2 to 
add to a 4-0 win over the 
Wanderers.

It continued a poor start 
for Australian teams. 
The Brisbane Roar were 
crushed by South Korea’s 
Ulsan Horangi 6-0 and 
have yet to score after 
two Group E games. AP
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AsiA soccer orgAnizers confirm 
new broAdcAst deAl for chinA 

The Asian Football Confederation has terminated 
its broadcasting contract in China with LeSports 
and awarded the rights to China Sports Media for 
the remainder of the 2017-2020 commercial cycle.

The sport’s continental governing body said CSM, 
which already has the rights for China’s domestic 
league, had secured the rights for AFC-sanctioned 
competitions including World Cup qualifiers, the 
Asian Cup and the AFC Champions League.

The AFC said it “no alternative but to terminate 
its contract with Le TV, which had been signed in 
August 2015.”

“We look forward to working with CSM in the next 
few years as they are committed to providing the 
best and most comprehensive coverage of the AFC 
competitions for the tens of millions of Asian foo-
tball fans in China,” AFC general secretary Windsor 
John said.
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opinion

ConfuCius bloCks Change 
in korea

Back in 2006, after Chung Mong-koo, chairman of 
Hyundai Motor Co. Ltd. and son of its founder, was 
arrested amid one of South Korea’s recurring cor-
ruption scandals, I called a friend in the company’s 
public relations office. He answered in a breathless 
panic. Without Chung in the driver’s seat, he assured 
me, the management of Korea’s largest automaker 
would be adrift.

At the time, I saw his warning as spin, an attempt to 
sway the Korean government to back off Chung. (If 
so, it worked: Chung was pardoned two years later.) 
But in my 20 years watching Korea’s family-run bu-
siness groups, known as “chaebol,” I’ve come to rea-
lize my friend was telling the truth. The much-malig-
ned conglomerates that dominate Korea’s economy 
may be facing investigations, pressure from foreign 
shareholders and unprecedented public anger. But 
unless the culture that binds management, investors 
and other stakeholders to Korea’s corporate system 
changes dramatically, the chaebol will almost cer-
tainly survive.

Even the most recent blow to the chaebol - the 
planned indictment of Samsung family scion Jay 
Y. Lee for alleged bribery - probably won’t usher in 
the changes it should. Lee had sought to moderni-
ze Samsung Group’s archaic corporate culture, but 
instead became embroiled in the massive corruption 
scandal that led to the impeachment of the country’s 
president, Park Geun-hye. Critics of the chaebol are 
hoping a conviction will end Lee’s career, force a 
management overhaul at Samsung, Korea’s most 
important business house, and teach other chaebol 
bosses a lesson.

In fact, it’s just as likely to prove a fleeting embar-
rassment. The chaebol have outlasted pressures 
that would easily have upended companies in other 
countries. Though they often trade at valuations 
lower than their rivals - shares of Samsung Elec-
tronics Co. Ltd. trade at a lower price-earnings ratio 
than Apple Inc.’s, while Hyundai Motor’s are chea-
per than those of Ford Motor Co. and Toyota Motor 
Corp. - Korean shareholders rarely challenge ma-
nagement. Public fury over the boorish behavior of 
chaebol heirs hasn’t led to any effective efforts to rein 
them in or reduce the influence of founder-families 
over management.

Presidents routinely pardon chaebol bosses found 
guilty of assorted crimes and allow them to return 
to their old jobs as if nothing had ever happened. 
Lee’s powerful father, Lee Kun-hee, himself resig-
ned from Samsung after being indicted for tax eva-
sion in 2008, only to be pardoned and restored to a 
chairmanship post.

Partly this has to do with the companies’ outsized 
influence within the Korean economy; the combined 
revenues of the five largest chaebol were equivalent 
to 58 percent of South Korea’s GDP in 2015. Gover-
nment officials, who regularly pay lip service to the 
need for reform, worry that destabilizing the chaebol 
will undermine an already struggling economy.

Yet a lack of political will doesn’t entirely explain the 
chaebol’s endurance. For that, we need to wander 
into the somewhat dangerous territory of culture.

I’ve long resisted cultural explanations for econo-
mic outcomes. But in the case of the chaebol, the 
link seems unavoidable. Confucianism still exerts 
strong influence in Korea, and that philosophy, es-
pecially the form that took hold there in the 15th 
century, stresses loyalty to authority. At the chaebol, 
reverence for the “emperor” translates into obedien-
ce to company founders and their families, who are 
treated like royalty.

On paper, more can and is being done to bust up 
the chaebol. Regulators can force a true unwinding 
of the complex cross-shareholdings that permit fami-
lies to dominate chaebol management. Legislators 
can even the playing field for startups and smaller 
companies, who are typically squeezed out by the 
conglomerates and their traditional suppliers. Cer-
tainly the public seems fed up with the tangle of collu-
sion between politics and big business in Korea. But 
the chaebol won’t vanish until those who manage, 
own and finance them accept that Korea is better 
off without them.

World Views
Michael Schuman, Bloomberg

thaILanD Rights groups 
are urging a university to 
drop an investigation into 
a group of lecturers who 
criticized Thailand’s military 
junta, calling the university’s 
response an attack on 
free speech and academic 
freedom. 

bangLaDeSh Five 
members of a banned 
militant group are 
sentenced to death for 
involvement in the slaying 
of a Japanese agricultural 
researcher two years ago. 

SIngaPore A 
Singaporean grandmother 
who was deported from 
Britain because her 
immigration status had 
lapsed says police treated 
her “like a terrorist” before 
putting her on a plane back 
to Asia. More on p13

aSIa developing countries 
in Asia and the Pacific 
will need to spend up to 
uSd1.7 trillion a year, or 
$26 trillion through 2030, 
to meet their infrastructure 
needs and maintain 
the region’s growth 
momentum, the Asian 
development Bank says. 
That’s more than double 
the previous estimate, 
made in 2009.

uK Former u.K. 
Independence Party leader 
nigel Farage (pictured) is 
calling for the ouster of 
the party’s only lawmaker 
in Parliament, as internal 
squabbling threatens to split 
the right-wing anti-Eu party. 
Farage says in an article for 
daily Telegraph newspaper 
that douglas Carswell 
has sought to divide and 
damage uKIP, and “the time 
for him to go is now.”

hoLLyWooD The 
Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences 
apologizes to the cast and 
crews of the films “La La 
Land” and “Moonlight” for 
the mistaken announcement 
of the best picture winner 
during the oscars award 
ceremony. The Academy’s 
apology comes after the 
accounting firm responsible 
for the integrity of the 
Academy Awards, PwC, 
said mistakes were made 
and its staffers did not move 
quickly enough to correct 
the biggest error in oscars 
history. More on p14

ThE Philippines’ main 
antinarcotics agency sig-

ned an agreement with the 
military yesterday to harness 
troops in President Rodrigo 
Duterte’s deadly anti-drug 
crackdown after he barred 
the national police force from 
carrying out the campaign to 
cleanse its ranks of rogue per-
sonnel.

Military spokesman Col. 
Edgard Arevalo said that 
troops would only back up 
the Philippine Drug Enforce-
ment Agency, or PDEA, whi-
ch has a tiny force, in assaults 
against major drug suspects 
and in raids in far-flung areas 
facing insurgency and terro-
rism threats under the new 
agreement.

Troops would not get in-
volved in routine street and 
residential checks and raids 
against small-time targets, 
Arevalo said. Previous com-
munity raids by police have 
left thousands of mostly sus-
pected drug users and pet-
ty dealers dead since July, 
alarming the United States, 
Western governments and 
human rights groups.

“With this agreement, we 
can now push through with 
our new and bigger role 
in ending the illegal drugs 
scourge,” Arevalo said. “The 
Armed Forces of the Philippi-
nes will only be involved in 
high-impact operations and 
arrest of high-value targets.”

The military would also 
back the agency in building 

up intelligence and investi-
gating government officials 
and personnel and influential 
groups linked to illegal drugs, 
he said.

Duterte barred the 
170,000-strong national po-
lice from his anti-drug crack-
down a few weeks ago after 
two anti-narcotics officers 
were implicated in the killing 
of a South Korean business-
man in an extortion scandal 
that allegedly used the anti-
narcotics campaign as a co-
ver.

The victim was reportedly 
strangled to death by one of 
the officers inside the main 
national police camp in me-
tropolitan Manila, angering 
Duterte, who ordered an in-
ternal cleansing of a police 
force he once said was “cor-
rupt to the core.”

Since the police force was 

removed from the crack-
down, the number of raids 
nationwide has declined and 
police officials have reported 
that the illegal drug trade has 
returned in some communi-
ties.

Yesterday, Duterte said he 
has ordered the national po-
lice chief to form special task 
forces of new police person-
nel with clean records and 
“imbued with the fervor of 
patriotism” to carry out anti-
drug operations. It may take 
a long time to form such task 
force, he said, because “it’s 
not easy to look for honest 
men.”

The PDEA, which only has 
more than 1,800 agents, has 
tapped the national police to 
help it fight an illegal drug 
trade Duterte said has wor-
sened into a national security 
threat. AP

Philippines marshals 
troops in deadly 
anti-drug crackdown

Mardis Gras. A member of the New Orleans Baby Doll Ladies walks down St. Charles Avenue ahead of the 
Zulu Parade during Mardi Gras in New Orleans yesterday.

AP Photo/Gerald Herbert  dEcisiVE MOMENT
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Drug Enforcement Agency Director General Isidro Lapena (left) shakes 
hands with Philippine military chief Gen. Eduardo Ano after signing rites 
at Camp Aguinaldo military headquarters in Quezon city


