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Japan’s ruling party 
approved a change in 
party rules yesterday 
that could pave the 
way for Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe to become 
the country’s longest-
serving leader in the 
post-World War II 
era. It is a remarkable 
turnaround for Abe, 
who lasted only a year 
during an earlier stint 
as prime minister, and 
in a country that had six 
prime ministers in the 
six years before Abe 
returned to office in 
December 2012.

Hong Kong’s office 
rents are almost three 
times more expensive 
than those in Singapore 
as property markets in 
two of Asia’s largest 
commercial centers 
have diverged sharply in 
recent years. The spread 
has boosted Singapore’s 
appeal as a competitive 
business hub and made 
it a more attractive 
location for companies 
to house their regional 
headquarters.
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Daniel Beitler

The Macau Literary Fes-
tival 2017 “The Script 

Road” kicked off at the Old 
Court Building on Saturday, 
marking the sixth year that 
the book-centric celebration 
has been held in the city.

For the festival’s inaugural 
session, a discussion on co-
mics as a representation of 
art was held at the Old Court 
Building on Saturday after-
noon, moderated by MDT car-
toonist Rodrigo de Matos. The 
talk, titled “Illustrating Words 
– The Art of Comics”, invited 
renowned comic book authors 
Dick Ng, Filipe Melo and Clé-
ment Baloup and the son of 
renowned comic creator Jean 
Graton, Philippe Graton, who 
continues to write the scripts 
for his father’s famous Michel 
Vaillant series.

Philippe Graton, who works 
mostly as a photographer, 
is exhibiting a series of his 
photographs at the Macau 
Literary Festival that mostly 
depict classic F1 drivers like 
Juan Manuel Fangio and Ja-
cky Ickx, as well as others po-
sing with his father, such as 
Teddy Yip in Macau.

A second exhibition features 
illustrations and some of the 
original plates made by Jean 

Julie Zhu

Tracing * Liners”, 
an exhibition by Por-

tuguese designer João 
Palla, kicked off at the 
Orient Foundation last 
Friday evening. 

Organized by the Orient 
Foundation, in collabo-
ration with António Mil- 
Homens and João Cor-
deiro, the foundation has 

From Left: Filipe Melo, Dick Ng and Philippe Graton

CUlTUre

Macau Literary Festival kicks off
Graton from the 43rd issue 
of the Michel Vaillant series, 
titled “Rendezvous in Macau”. 
During the talk on Saturday, 
Graton talked about how his 
experience as a journalist col-
lided with the attempt to write 
a comic plot for Michel Vai-
llant, when he was invited to 
do so by his father. 

Clément Baloup testified to 
the trans-lingual nature of co-
mics, adding that he was ini-
tially struck by their “commu-
nicative power”.

“Comics are something se-
rious, even if they are funny,” 
said Baloup. “What struck me 
was the communicative power 
of comics […] I could make my 
voice clear [through comics] 
and my voice is direct.

One topic that came to do-
minate Saturday’s discus-
sion was whether comic book 
making could be seen as an 
“act of resistance”. The pro-
position generated mild con-
troversy with most of the 
participants in agreement 
but with differing views on 
the consequences of that un-

mexia to lead translation talk

TODaY The festival continues 
at several venues across town. 
Among the highlights in today’s 
program is a seminar on transla-
tion in literature will be held this 
evening at 6 p.m. at the Old Court 
Building. The seminar, titled 
“Literary Translation – Gains and 
Losses”, invites Pedro Mexia, Chen 
Li and Benjamin Moser to discuss 
the topic. Mexia is a poet and es-

sayist. He takes part in “Governo 
Sombra [Shadow Government],” a 
political analysis TV show in Por-
tugal. He also serves as an adviser 
to the Portuguese President and 
was recently invited to judge the 
Camões Prize, the most important 
award for literature in the Portu-
guese language. The session will 
be held in English with Chinese 
translation.

derstanding, leading as often 
in Macau, to the issue of self-
censorship.

Dick Ng, who runs a Weibo 
microblog populated with his 
comics known for being ab-
surd, nonsensical and humo-
rous, politely disagreed with 
the consensus formed by the 
other participants.

The Shenzhen-based artist 
was initially reluctant to dis-
close an opinion on self-cen-
sorship, refusing to indicate 
whether he felt any pressure 
to regulate the output of his 
creative work. 

However, after being pressed 
on the issue, Ng eventually 
said: “If you publish your book 
on the mainland, the govern-
ment will censor [it] anyway – 
they [readers] may report you 
to the authorities – so it’s best 
to stay away from these topi-
cs.”

“For me, I wanted to focus 
on other topics [than political 
activism],” added Ng. “I will 
not touch those topics. The 
point for me in my drawings 
is to express my thoughts and 
ideas.”

The festival, which commen-

ced on Saturday will run un-
til March 19, featuring more 
than 60 guests from over 20 
regions and countries. More 
than 100 sessions will be held 
throughout the festival pe-
riod including seminars, film 
screenings and musical per-
formances.

Local artist Eric Fok, who is 
known for his intricate map 
drawings of historical and mo-
dern Macau, was enlisted to 
create the festival’s artwork. 
The untitled cover work depic-
ts a historical scene of Macau 
imprinted on an open book.

Road markings-inspired exhibition 
opens at Orient Foundation

unveiled a set of works 
which reflect the patter-
ns of zebras, particularly 
as the stripes on the road 
that mark pedestrian 
crossings. 

When explaining the 
meaning of the exhibi-
tion title, Palla expressed 
his deep interest in these 
road markings, as well as 
how they were made and 
the paint used to make 

them. 
Thirty-four of Palla’s 

artworks are being dis-
played in the foundation’s 
exhibition room, inclu-
ding his works ‘Conse-
lheiro Ferreira de Almei-
da’ and ‘Estádio 4’. The 
works are priced between 
MOP500 and MOP4,000, 
with the most expensive 
collection comprising ei-
ght independent pieces 

worth MOP4,000 each. 
When combined, the ei-
ght pieces form an inte-
grated work titled ‘Conse-
lheiro Borja’. 

Road markings first 
came into use in England 
and in the United States a 
hundred years ago. Since 
then, the methods of tra-
cing have changed little, 
according to Palla.

Meanwhile, the incon-

sistent conventions for 
road marking in different 
regions result in very dif-
ferent situations. 

Palla lived in Macau for 
a total of four and a half 
years in the 1980s and 

1990s. He remarked that 
Macau’s architectural he-
ritage has deteriorated, 
although the city’s econo-
mic development has in-
fused the city’s architec-
ture with positive vibes. 
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 Tourist Police 
officers are 
easily identified 
by a brand-
new and 
more informal 
uniform

Tourist Police commences operations

The Procession of the Passion of Our Lord, the God Jesus was held yesterday, 
drawing a large attendance.

ONE SHOT NEWS

a more informal design. Tourist 
Police vehicles will also feature a 
distinctive color scheme.

Although the creation of this 

special force had been previously 
discussed on several occasions, it 
was during the last policy address 
for security that Secretary Wong 
Sio Chak formally announced its 
implementation, promising that 
it would take place as soon as pos-
sible. In the same address, Wong 
presented draft designs of the 
uniforms and police vehicles. 

According to the PSP, police of-
ficers who join the Tourist Police 
have been specifically trained for 
tasks such as crowd control and 
handling of suspicious objects, as 
well as language proficiency and 
knowledge of tourist sites. RM
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s The new force operating 
under the Public Securi-
ty Police Force (PSP), 
the Tourist Police, offi-

cially commenced operations yes-
terday.

In addition to the current duties 
of PSP officers, the force will also 
perform tourist support duties 
such as assisting with tourists’ in-
quiries, dealing with complaints 
and disputes involving tourists, 
and implementing crowd control 
measures.

According to information provi-
ded by the PSP, the Tourist Police 
currently consists of 40 officers 
distributed among the peninsula 
and the islands.

The bulk of the Tourist Police’s 
efforts will be focused on the pe-
ninsula, where 30 officers will 
operate in areas commonly fre-
quented by tourists, including 
Senado Square, the Ruins of Saint 
Paul’s, the Exhibition Hall of Na 
Tcha Temple, the Section of the 
Ancient Defense Walls, Saint Au-
gustine Square and Saint Lawren-
ce Church.

On the islands, officers will ope-
rate mostly on Rua do Cunha, 
Rua do Regedor and Estrada do 
Istmo (Cotai Strip).

The Tourist Police officers are 
easily identified by a new uniform 
unique to their faction, which has 
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Julie Zhu

The number of complaints 
from workers regarding la-

bor conflicts in the construction 
sector decreased by 65 this year. 
However, there were still 148 local 
complaining employees, said the 
Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) in 
a press conference on Friday.

In 2016, unhappy workers lod-
ged 2,713 complaints with DSAL, 
amounting to five percent less 
than in 2015.

The figures provided by DSAL 
indicate that approximately 33 
percent of all complaints filed 
with DSAL this year were from 
the construction sector, represen-
ting a three percent decrease year- 
on-year. 

The sectors which  saw  the   second 
largest number of complaints 
were the hospitality and catering 
industries, with 439 complain-
ts filed in total. The majority of 
complaints involving more than 
ten people were still filled by the 
construction sector. Most of these 
were related to disputes regarding 
salary, mandatory holidays and 

MalaYsia said yes-
terday that its ex-

pulsion of North Korea’s 
ambassador was inten-
ded to warn Pyongyang 
that it cannot manipulate 
the investigation into the 
killing of the North Ko-
rean leader’s half brother.

The government on Sa-
turday gave Ambassador 
Kang Chol 48 hours to 
leave the country after 
he refused to apologize 
for his strong accusations 
over Malaysia’s han-
dling of the investigation 
into the Feb. 13 killing 
of Kim Jong Nam at Kua-
la Lumpur’s airport.

“I think we have given a 
clear message to the Nor-
th Korean government 
that we are serious about 
solving this problem and 
we do not want [the in-
vestigation] to be mani-
pulated,” Deputy Prime 
Minister Ahmad Zahid 
Hamidi was quoted as 
saying yesterday by Ma-
laysian national news 
agency Bernama.

The death of Kim, the 
estranged half brother 
of North Korean lea-
der Kim Jong Un, has 

Renato Marques

JOãO Miguel Barros, 
a Portuguese lawyer 

living in Macau for 30 
years, recently inaugura-
ted his first solo photogra-
phy exhibition titled, “Be-
tween Gaze and Halluci-
nation.” 

Barros was involved in 
the creation of several 
exhibitions in Portugal 
and also works as a free-
lance curator specifically 
for photography. He is 
now displaying a “perso-
nal experience” that “tries 
to demonstrate the oppo-
site of what is politically 
correct in the trend of mo-
dern contemporary pho-
tography which usually 
rests on the idea of telling 
a story – ‘Storytelling.’”

In this exhibition, the 
images are intended not 
to be part of a general ti-
meline but instead could 
be “autonomous”, with 
each one telling its own 
story.

“When I arrived there 
and I took them [the ima-
ges], I isolated them and 
they became without past 
or future, they became 

Li endorses city 
‘cluster’ plan 
China’s premier Li Keqiang, speaking 
at the opening of the annual session 
of the National People’s Congress, has 
endorsed a plan to turn the area around 
the Pearl River estuary into a “cluster” 
of cities and promised a strategic plan 
for the development to be unveiled in 
the future. “We will promote closer 
cooperation between the mainland and 
Hong Kong and Macau,” said Li, as cited 
by public broadcaster TDM. “We will 
draw up a plan for the development of 
a city cluster in the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macau Great Bay Area, give full 
play to the distinctive strengths of Hong 
Kong and Macau and elevate their 
positions and roles in China’s economic 
development and opening up.” Li also 
warned in his inauguration speech that 
Hong Kong’s independence movement 
“will lead nowhere” and stressed the 
importance of the “One Country, Two 
Systems” policy [more on page 10-11]. 

Macau delegate 
urges for opening 
of Wanzai port
Chinese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference (CPPCC) Macau delegate 
Yeung Tsun Man proposed to the 
government the renovation of Wanzai 
port and the alternative of finding a 
place to build a new port or a ferry 
terminal. Yeung’s suggestions were 
revealed during his participation in the 
annual CPPCC meeting in Beijing last 
Friday. Yeung added that the Wanzai 
port recorded a daily average of 2,038 
passages last year. The low number is 
not due to the tourists’ unwillingness to 
use the port, but due to the restrictions 
on the ferries and the terminal’s 
operating hours.  He therefore hopes 
the port can be open for use from 7 a.m. 
until 10 p.m. every day. 

Li Zezhong to 
be Zhuhai’s new 
mayor
The Guangdong Provincial Party 
Committee Organization Department 
recently published a statement on its 
website stating that Zhuhai’s current 
mayor, Zheng Renhao, will move to 
Zhanjiang city to be the Communist 
Party Secretary. The department has 
nominated Li Zezhong to be Zhuhai’s 
new mayor. The 47-year-old Li is from 
Lujiang in Anhui province, and is the 
chairman of the board of Guangdong 
Rising Assets Management Co., Ltd., a 
position which he has occupied since 
April 2016. Before being promoted 
to chairman, Li was a member of 
the company’s senior management. 
Meanwhile, 49-year-old Zheng Renhao 
hails from Shantou in Guangdong 
province, and was the mayor of Shantou 
before being appointed as Zhuhai’s 
mayor last May.

More local workers lodged 
complaints with DSAL 

days off.
The Head of the Labour Inspec-

tion Department also said that the 
bureau had managed to resolve 97 
percent of all cases raised. Of the 
unsolved cases, only three percent 
were put forth for resolution by 
the judiciary authorities. 

On average, each dispute took 
fewer than 70 days to resolve. In 
2015, the average procedure time 
was around three months. 

DSAL said it had been conduc-
ting information seminars and 
workplace inspections to ensure 
that the government-mandated 
minimum wage for building ad-
ministration workers – namely, 
those in the cleaning and security 
sectors – is enforced. 

The minimum wage has been in 
force since January 2016. During 
2016, the bureau received eight ca-
ses regarding the minimum wage, 
with ten employees involved. 

The main complaints concerned 
salaries and firing compensation. 
The gaming sector recorded 230 
complaints in 2016, 39 fewer than 
in 2015. However, on the whole, 
there were 34 more people com-
plaining about their employees.

Lai Kin Lon, chief of the Depart-
ment of Substitute Labour Ins-
pection, said the lower number of 
cases and the increased number 
of people involved are related to 
the closure of VIP rooms in the 
first half of 2016. Lai explained 
that all associated employees had 

been laid off as a result. 
There were four fatal work acci-

dents this year in the construction 
sector, which were the direct out-
comes of incidents of misconduct. 
There were three fewer deaths 
than in 2015.

From January to September of 
2016, Macau recorded 5,684 inju-
ries from work-related accidents, 
847 of which were from the cons-
truction sector. 

The department found 180 
incidents of misconduct whi-
ch resulted in the issuance of 
MOP882,000 worth of fines and 
penalties, a growth of 11.4 percent. 

Lam Iok Cheong, chief of DSAL’s 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Department, added that “2016 
was not a good year.” 

Lam said that DSAL would work 
harder, and that the department 
believes the situation in 2017 will 
improve. 

Lam also revealed that DSAL 
will implement more measures to 
promote safety issues in the cons-
truction sector this year, such as 
cut-proof gloves and cold-weather 
clothing.  

Kang Chol 

KIM Jong nAM MUrDer

Ambassador’s expulsion is 
a warning to North Korea  

unleashed a diplomatic 
battle between Malay-
sia and North Korea. 
Malaysian authorities 
said Kim died within 20 
minutes after two wo-
men smeared his face 
with VX, a banned nerve 
agent considered a wea-
pon of mass destruction.

North Korea has re-
jected Malaysia’s au-
topsy finding that VX 
killed Kim. Kang has 
accused the Malaysian 
government of trying to 
hide something and said 
it colluded with outside 
powers to defame North 
Korea.

Kang’s expulsion came 
just days after Malaysia 
said it would scrap vi-
sa-free entry for North 

Koreans and expressed 
concern over the use of 
the nerve agent.

Ri Tong Il, a former 
North Korean depu-
ty ambassador to the 
United Nations, has 
said Kim probably died 
of a heart attack because 
he suffered from heart di-
sease, diabetes and high 
blood pressure.

Authorities released a 
North Korean chemist 
from custody on Sa-
turday due to a lack of 
evidence to charge him 
and deported him on 
the same day. Ri Jong 
Chol, however, has ac-
cused Malaysian police 
of threatening to kill his 
family to coerce him into 
confessing to the crime.

Malaysia is also looking 
for seven other North 
Korean suspects, four 
of whom are believed 
to have left the country 
on the day of the killing. 
Three others, including 
an official at the North 
Korean Embassy and an 
employee of Air Koryo, 
North Korea’s national 
carrier, are believed to 
still be in Malaysia. AP

João Miguel Barros

João Miguel Barros 
exhibits ‘moments to 
be pieced together’

moments frozen in time,” 
the artist explained to the 
Times.

He added that the exhi-
bition presents “momen-
ts of a timeline that need 
to be pieced together [by 
those that observe them].”

“My big challenge was 
that when someone 
looked at a photograph, 
they could think about 
what would be right befo-
re or after it… the sense of 
that photograph in a pre-
sent that is no longer its 
present,” Barros said.

“Between Gaze and 
Hallucination” will be on 
display at the Center for 
Creative Industries (Crea-
tive Macau) until March 
25. Admission is free of 
charge.



06.03.2017 mon

ADVERTISEMENT 廣告 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo6
 

th Anniversary

 



mon 06.03.2017

MACAU澳聞macau’s leading newspaper 7
 

th Anniversary

 

 ad

Daniel Beitler

The Macau Coun-
try Report on Hu-
man Rights Prac-
tices for 2016 has 

been published by the U.S. 
Department of State, ex-
pressing some concern over 
troubling developments in 
the Macau SAR. 

The 2016 report showed a 
general improvement over 
previous editions and inclu-
ded a less severe assessment 
than last year’s edition, 
which stated that the “legal 
system was being abused 
to target political dissidents 
through exaggerated or mi-
sapplied charges.”

Instead, the latest edition 
noted only that activists had 
“expressed concern that the 
Macau Government abused 
prosecutorial procedures to 
target political dissidents”, 
but also pointed out that 
police forces maintain “they 
[only] charged those they 

CE meets with Ministry 
of Education in Beijing 

 

Chief Executive Chui Sai On held a meeting on 
Saturday with the Chinese Minister of Education, 

Chen Baosheng. During the meeting, Chui noted that 
the MSAR government has invested in the impro-
vement of local residents’ level of education. Chui 
thanked mainland authorities for their support in the 
development of the educational sector, noting that be-
fore the handover of Macau to mainland China, a large 
number of residents had not completed secondary-le-
vel education. 

Chen encouraged local students to attend mainland 
universities. Since the start of the year, the Ministry of 
Education has increased the number of Macau studen-
ts directly admitted to mainland universities, and has 
expanded the list of universities covered by the direct 
admission scheme.

As of mid-January, a total of 723 Macau students – 
the highest number on record – were enrolled in main-
land universities via the scheme, according to Chui.

Chui is currently meeting mainland authorities in 
Beijing. Yesterday, he attended the opening ceremony 
of the 5th Session of the 12th National People’s Con-
gress (NPC).

arrested with violations of 
the law.”

Other areas of concern in 
last year’s report were reite-
rated this year, with the U.S. 
Department of State report 
implying that little progress 
had been made in the year 
under review.

Although the U.S. Depart-
ment of State welcomed the 
MSAR government’s res-
pect for freedom of speech 
and expression, as well as 
the fact that there were no 
significant instances of vio-
lence or harassment direc-
ted at journalists, it highli-
ghted concerns expressed 
by Macau-based activists 
over “misused criminal pro-
ceedings to target govern-
ment critics.”

“Activists critical of the go-
vernment reported the go-
vernment monitored their 
telephone conversations 
and internet usage,” the re-
port continued.

The activists also provi-

ded information which led 
the department to conclude 
that media self-censorship 
is present in the territory, on 
the basis that certain critical 
coverage might impact go-
vernment funding to media 
outlets.

In regards to the role of 
police forces in the territory, 
the report simply noted that 
between June 2015 and July 
2016, there were only seven 
complaints of police mis-
treatment acknowledged 
by the authorities, including 
two complaints lodged with 
the Commission Against 
Corruption. 

“All complaints were dis-
missed for lack of evidence,” 
concluded the report.

The report added that the-
re had been no reports of 
unlawful or arbitrary killin-
gs by the government or its 
agents, and no reports of 
politically motivated disa-
ppearances.

The government issued a 

condemnation of the report 
via the Government Infor-
mation Bureau, expressing 
the government’s “strong 
opposition to the content” 
and claiming that it was 
“groundless and baseless.”

“Foreign countries have 
no right to interfere in Chi-
na’s domestic affairs and 
should not interfere in any 
form in the internal affairs 
of Macau,” the report sta-
ted.

With regard to the Grea-
ter China region, the report 
additionally highlighted a 
worrying trend of China 
“encroaching” on Hong 
Kong’s autonomy, inclu-
ding an “unnecessary and 
unsolicited” Basic Law in-
terpretation.

The Hong Kong govern-
ment issued a statement, 
almost identical in its phra-
sing to Macau’s, which con-
demned foreign interferen-
ce in Hong Kong as a part of 
China.

U.S. DePArTMenT oF STATe

Human rights report says 
political dissidents targeted
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Katya Kazakina

Geneva has one. So 
does Singapore. And 

now New York City is getting 
its first free port for fine art.

Located on West 146th 
Street in Harlem, the 
110,000-square-foot, five- 
story facility called Arcis 
has been designated for as 
much as USD2.5 billion of 
art, according to executive 
director Tom Sapienza. Its 
security features include re-
tina scanning, biometric key 
control and more than 60 vi-
deo feeds.

The project, which took 
more than $40 million and 
two years to complete by 
developer Cayre Equities, is 
scheduled to open in July, 
said Sapienza, who previou-
sly worked for fine-art stora-
ge company Crozier. The sto-
rage sits on a former parking 
lot designated by officials as 
a foreign-trade zone. Whi-
le in the zone, merchandise 
isn’t subject to U.S. duty or 
excise tax, according to the 
U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection website.

“New York is the art- 
market capital of the world,” 
Sapienza said. “So how can 
it not have a foreign-trade 
zone right here next to the 
auction houses?”

As prices of art have risen 
in the past decade, works 
by the likes of Picasso and 
Warhol are increasingly 
seen as an investment. Many 
collectors hold their trophies 
in duty-free bunkers in Ge-
neva and Singapore to avoid 
a tax hit.

Arcis, which means fortress 
in Latin, partnered with the 
Van Gogh Museum’s profes-
sional-services division to 

Tom Metcalf

LOrenzO Servitje Sendra 
was the oldest person on the 

Bloomberg Billionaires Index 
when he died last month with a 
USD4.2 billion fortune.

Thinking ahead, the Mexican 
billionaire had already transfer-
red his stake in Grupo Bimbo, the 
world’s largest bread maker, to his 
heirs, enabling them to sidestep 
what amounts to a $2.1 trillion 
headache for the wealthy. That’s 
the total net worth — roughly 
equal to the gross domestic pro-
duct of India — controlled by the 
218 billionaires over age 70 on the 
Bloomberg index, a daily ranking 
of the world’s 500 richest people. 

“By far the biggest handover ever 
to the next generation is about to 
happen,” PWC and UBS noted in 
a 2016 report on billionaires. “Wi-
thout careful planning, many of 
today’s fortunes will suffer subs-
tantial erosion.”

The problem is most acute in the 
U.S. and Europe, where about a 
quarter of the billionaires on the 
index are age 80 or older, compa-
red to 20 percent in Asia. 

In mainland China, where only 
chemical maker Xu Chuanhua has 
reached that milestone, just 3 per-
cent of the wealth is in the hands of 
the elderly, with about 40 percent 
held by billionaires under age 50. 

Russians have their own ver-
sion of the headache, with private 
wealth controlled mostly by a ge-
neration of businessmen who pro-

corporate bits

Hong Kong entertainer San-
dy Lam produced a tour de for-
ce performance for her 2017 
“Sandy Lam Pranava World 

sandy lam performs at the venetian

Tour – Macau” at The Venetian  
Macao on Saturday. 

Accompanied on stage by 
international musicians, Lam 

PSA Group and General 
Motors Co. are set to annou-
nce today the purchase of 
the Opel brand by the Fren-
ch company, creating the 
region’s second-largest auto-
maker and allowing GM to exit 
the European market, accor-
ding to people familiar with the 
matter.

peugeot said to reach deal to buy opel talks on remaining details of 
the transaction are ongoing, 
PSA’s board signed off on 
the transaction on Friday, the 
people said. Spokesmen for 
PSA and Opel declined to 
comment.

One of the key negotiating 
points has been how PSA can 
achieve about 2 billion euros 
($2.1 billion) in savings from a 
deal, said one person. These 
would come largely from po-
tential future capacity reduc-
tions as well as savings from 
joint purchasing, sharing more 
parts and lowering overhead 
costs, the person said.

PSA and GM are also 
discussing the French car-
maker’s ability to sell Opel 
vehicles globally and the U.S. 
company’s right to bring Che-
vrolet-branded models to Eu-
rope down the line, two people 
said.

gave fans a ‘best of’ repertoi-
re of classic love ballads and 
upbeat dance tracks. Lam also 
performed hits from her album 
“Gaia”, for which she won four 
awards at the 24th Golden Me-
lody Awards in 2013.

According to a press relea-
se issued by Sands China, 
the concert was based on a 
Sanskrit concept of “cosmic 
sound” and celestial energy. 

This was reflected during 
numbers themed around na-
tural elements such as wa-
ter, fire and wind. Lam also 
charmed fans in the 30 outfits 
she had made specifically for 
the tour, which cost around 
USD200,000.

The “2017 Sandy Lam Pra-
nava World Tour” kicked off 
with three sold-out concerts in 
Hong Kong last year, followed 
by performances in Singapore 
and Shanghai.  

The two carmakers, which 
sent an invitation for a joint 
press conference in Paris 
today, have reached a fra-
mework agreement to com-
plete the deal, according 
to people familiar with the 
matter, who asked not to be 
identified because negotia-
tions are private. While final 

Tom Sapienza

Picasso finds possible digs 
in Harlem USD2.5b art port 

construct a museum-quali-
ty, sustainable building, ac-
cording to Sapienza. Works 
will be scanned as they move 
through the building, and 
the air will change three to 
six times an hour.

“It’s going to be pristine like 
a hospital,” he said. The tari-
ff-free areas in this country 
date to 1934, when Congress 
passed the U.S. Foreign-Tra-
de Zones Act in the midst of 
the Great Depression, accor-
ding to a report by the Con-
gressional Research Service. 
The goal was to boost inter-
national trade and promote 
domestic activity and invest-
ment. Similar zones exist in 
more than 130 countries.

Arcis may soon face com-
petition. Fritz Dietl, who 
operates art shipping, stora-

ge and logistics companies 
in the U.S., plans to expand 
his Delaware Freeport into 
New York. Dietl has applied 
for a foreign-trade zone 
permit and is looking for a 
20,000-to-30,000-squa-
re-foot space in Brooklyn 
or Queens, according to his 
lawyer Thomas C. Danziger, 
a partner at Danziger, Dan-
ziger & Muro LLP.

To be sure, the tax advanta-
ges of using free ports in the 
Big Apple may be limited.

Those who buy art in New 
York may still have to pay 
local taxes even if the works 
end up stored in a foreign-
trade zone, lawyers said. 
Clients should consult their 
attorneys and accountants 
about the tax implications, 
Sapienza said. Bloomberg

Many of the world’s wealthiest 
people are getting older

fited from the chaotic post-Soviet 
economy. For those billionaires, 
passing the business on isn’t an 
option when so much of the value 
is tightly woven into personal con-
nections at the Kremlin.

In the U.S., Sumner Redstone’s 
$3.8 billion fortune became em-
broiled in a bitter and public feud 
when the 93-year-old’s frail health 
sparked a legal battle between his 
daughter Shari Redstone and Via-
com Inc.’s former Chief Executive 
Officer Philippe Dauman, hob-
bling the media company’s efforts 
to make deals to stream programs 
on the internet. 

Swedish billionaire Ingvar 
Kamprad and Germany’s Dieter 
Schwarz side-stepped that risk 
through elaborate, tax-friendly 
holding structures they created to 
control assets when they’re gone.

Italian billionaire Leonardo 
Del Vecchio, 81, sold Luxottica 
Group SpA, the eyewear business 
that makes up the bulk of his $18 
billion fortune, to Essilor Inter-
national SA in January. That was 
to prevent a tug-of-war among his 
children for control of Luxottica as 
Del Vecchio looks to transfer his 
wealth to the next generation.

 Then there is the Buffett approa-
ch. The 86-year-old Berkshire 
Hathaway Inc. chairman is the 
world’s second-richest person and 
has pledged to give almost all of 
his $79 billion fortune to charity, 
a move that’s been followed by 156 
of the world’s richest people, inclu-
ding No. 1, Bill Gates. Bloomberg
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SOuTh Korea said it would en-
sure Korean companies don’t 

face unfair trade measures in China, 
pushing back against pressure from 
Beijing over its decision to deploy a 
U.S. missile shield on its soil.

The China National Tourism Ad-
ministration verbally ordered local 
travel agencies to stop selling tour 
packages to South Korea starting 
March 15, the state-run Korea Tou-
rism Organization said Friday. The 
Korea Economic Daily said yester-
day, citing unidentified officials, 
that Chinese authorities suspended 
businesses of four Lotte Mart stores 
for a month for allegedly violating 
fire safety norms.

South Korea’s government is 
“deeply concerned about the mea-
sures taken in China and will closely 
monitor the situation and streng-
then responses,” Trade Minister 
Joo Hyung-hwan said yesterday. 
“Responses will be taken via inter-
national law should China violate 
WTO or Korea-China free trade 
agreement rules.”

As North Korean leader Kim Jong- 
Un ratchets up tensions on the pe-
ninsula with missile launches and 
nuclear weapons tests, businesses 
in South Korea are facing the heat 
in China after Seoul decided to sta-
tion the shield -- known as Thaad 
-- on land offered by conglomerate 
Lotte Group. China says the system 
would upset the military balance in 
the region and risk undermining its 
own security.

An employee (right) helps Chinese tourists at a Hotel Lotte Duty Free store in Seogwipo, Jeju

South Korea vows to protect 
firms amid China pressure

DeuTsche Bank AG will 
offer 8 billion euros (USD8.5 

billion) of stock, sell part of its asset 
management business and named 
two deputies to Chief Executive 
Officer John Cryan as Germany’s 
largest lender seeks to shore up 
capital after two consecutive years 
of losses.

The bank said it will keep its Pos-
tbank consumer division and still 
aims to reduce total costs to 22 
billion euros by 2018, the Frank-
furt-based company said in a sta-
tement Sunday. Chief Financial 
Officer Marcus Schenck, 51, and 
Christian Sewing, who oversees 
wealth management and consu-
mer banking, will become co-de-
puty CEOs. The company will find 
a new CFO “in due course.”

The measures mark a reversal 
for Cryan, 56, who had unsucces-
sfully sought to sell Postbank to 
avoid tapping shareholders for 

extra cash. Deutsche Bank has 
posted more than 8 billion euros 
of net losses in the past two years 
as Cryan, who took over in 2015, 
settled misconduct investigations 
and scaled back capital-intensive 
debt-trading businesses.

“A strong capital base is essential 
if we’re to succeed in charting this 
strategy,” Cryan wrote in a letter 
to employees. The share sale will 
“remove a major source of uncer-
tainty. That should make us sig-
nificantly more attractive for our 
clients.”

The lender said it will sell a mino-
rity stake in its asset management 
unit through an initial public of-
fering in the next two years. That, 
along with asset disposals at the 
investment bank, will help raise 
another 2 billion euros of capital. 
The bank will propose a dividend 
in May of 0.19 euros per share. 
Bloomberg 

Deutsche Bank launches 
USD8.5b share sale 

The tensions are impacting finan-
cial markets. South Korea suffered 
a selloff Friday in hotels, cosmetic 
makers and other tourism-related 
companies that made the country’s 
benchmark the worst performer 
among Asian equity markets. It 
echoes moves by China to punish 
Japanese companies in 2012 amid 
a dispute over islands in the East 
China Sea.

Executives at Lotte held a meeting 
Sunday and sought “active help” 
from the South Korean government 
in handling damages.

Lotte will make “all out efforts to 
minimize inconveniences for consu-
mers by forging a constant response 
system with all workers in China,” 
it said in a statement, adding it has 
20,000 employees in China, a third 
of its overseas workers.

Foreign Minister Yun Byung-
se told a local television channel 
that Thaad is for national security 
and Lotte Group made a difficult 
decision to cooperate with the go-
vernment. It is not right for China 
to retaliate or impose regulations 
against Lotte, Yun said.

A Lotte Group spokesman said 
by phone that Chinese authorities 
had suspended the operation of 
four Lotte Mart stores in Dandong. 
China’s fire services department 
didn’t immediately respond to an 
email seeking comment. Calls to 
its tourism administration to ask 
about the travel restrictions weren’t 
answered. Bloomberg
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This 
phenomenon 
is unnatural 
and abnormal, 
especially in 
a society with 
a free flow of 
information.

FU YING
NPC SPoKESWoMAN 
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A top Chinese official called 
for more contacts between 

politicians in mainland Chi-
na and Taiwan despite Beijing’s 
ongoing refusal to engage with 
the self-governing island’s pre-
sident.

The head of China’s legisla-
tive advisory body, Yu Zhen-
gsheng, said Friday that China 
continues its firm opposition to 
Taiwan’s formal independence 
and insistence that its leaders 
accept that the self-governing 
island is part of China.

Yu said members of his body 
should increase contacts with 
elected officials in Taiwan and 
with ordinary people.

“Plant deeply the public opi-
nion foundation for peaceful 
development between the si-

A senior Chinese 
government ad-

viser has warned that 
the country’s internet 
censorship is hampe-
ring scientific resear-
ch and economic de-
velopment, in a rare 
public criticism of a 
sensitive policy that 
the government has 
vigorously defended.

Slow access to over-
seas academic web-
sites have forced do-
mestic researchers to 
buy software to cir-
cumvent China’s site-
blocking firewall, or 
even travel overseas 
to conduct research, 
Luo Fuhe, vice-chair-
man of the Chine-
se People’s Political 
Consultative Confe-
rence, told reporters 
in Beijing. He descri-
bed the lengths that 
Chinese researchers 
go to simply carry 

 Yu Zhengsheng (center, front)

CPPCC

Yu urges more contacts with 
Taiwan politicians 

des,” Yu said.
Yu made the remarks in an 

address at the opening of the 
annual session of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative 
Conference, which advises the 
rubberstamp parliament, whose 
annual session begins Sunday.

China cut off contacts with 
Taiwan’s government following 
the inauguration last May of 
Taiwan’s independence-lea-
ning President Tsai Ing-wen. 
Despite years of economic in-
ducements from Beijing, few 
in Taiwan are receptive to Chi-
na’s calls for political unification 
and most favor their current 
state of de facto independence.

Taiwan, a former Japanese co-
lony, split from China amid civil 
war in 1949. AP

CPPCC

Senior adviser criticizes 
web censorship 

out their work as “not 
normal.”

Luo’s remarks, re-
ported by state me-
dia, came as national 
leaders and thou-
sands of appointed 
representatives are 
gathering in Beijing 
for the national legis-
lature’s annual ses-
sion. Luo’s conferen-
ce, the CPPCC, is the 
official advisory body 
to the legislature, the 
National People’s 
Congress.

Chinese officials 
rarely comment on 
internet censorship, 
other than to em-
phasize the need to 
respect the country’s 
laws. However, Luo 
may have felt free to 
speak up because of 
his status as a vice 
chairman of the Chi-
na Association for 
Promoting Democra-

cy, one of eight minor 
political parties the 
ruling Communists 
permit to shore up 
their democratic cre-
dentials.

China’s sophistica-
ted internet censor-
ship tools block nu-
merous foreign social 
media and news we-
bsites, while discus-
sion of political topics 
and other sensitive is-
sues such as Tibet and 
Taiwan are routinely 
squelched.

However, the same 
tools also hamper ac-
cess to vast swathes 
of the internet outsi-
de China, including 
some research and 
university websites, 
whether inadver-
tently or by design.

Many Chinese em-
ploy virtual priva-
te networks to scale 
the censors’ blocks, 

known sometimes as 
“the Great Firewall 
of China.”

Luo, who studied 
and researched agri-
culture before taking 
up his official posts, 
also noted that the 
United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Pro-
gram’s webpages took 
up to 20 seconds to 
load while “a famous 
foreign search engi-
ne” — an apparent 
reference to Google — 
was also blocked.

He recommended 
that the government 
determine which we-
bsites are off-limits 
with greater “preci-
sion” and allow full 
open access to sites 
frequented by resear-
chers, particularly if 
they do not contain 
political content.

China’s authorita-
rian government has 
recently renewed a 
push for a greater role 
in global internet go-
vernance based on 
restrictions and re-
gulations rather than 
the principle of free-
flow of information 
found in democratic 
societies. AP

Americans’ lack of un-
derstanding about China 

fueled “old and untrue” stereo-
types during the U.S. presiden-
tial campaign, the spokeswoman 
for the country’s legislature said, 
pledging to address substantive 
concerns about trade.

National People’s Congress 
spokeswoman Fu Ying said Sa-
turday that both sides needed to 
make greater efforts to boost U.S. 
knowledge about its largest tra-
ding partner. She was speaking 
at a news conference ahead of 
China’s 11-day annual legislative 
gathering in Beijing.

“The U.S. has little understan-
ding on China generally, is that 
right?” said Fu, a former vice 
foreign minister and former am-
bassador the U.K. “Every single 
candidate talked about China 
during the election campaign. 
But all I heard were either old 
stories or untrue China stories. 
This phenomenon is unnatural 
and abnormal, especially in a 
society with a free flow of infor-
mation.”

While President Donald Trump 
has refrained from stump-speech 
accusations that China was “ra-
ping” the U.S. of manufacturing 
jobs, he has continued to criticize 
the country’s currency policies, 
calling them the “grand cham-
pions” of currency manipulation 
in a interview with Reuters last 
month. Arguments that China 
was weakening the yuan to redu-
ce the cost of its exports have lost 
steam as the country took steps 
to let the currency fluctuate more 

nPC

U.S. doesn’t understand China, 
parliament spokeswoman says

freely and started expending re-
serves to keep it strong. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary Ste-
ven Mnuchin signaled in a Feb. 
23 interview with Bloomberg 
News that he was in no rush to 
brand China a currency mani-
pulator, something Trump has 
promised as the opening volley 
in a trade fight. Mnuchin said he 
would wait for a quarterly review 
of foreign-exchange markets to 
determine if the country was 
cheating.

On Saturday, Fu cited high-level 
communications with new U.S. 
administration, including two 
phones calls between Trump and 
Chinese President Xi Jinping, as 
evidence that the two sides were 
committed to greater coopera-
tion. During one of those calls, 
Trump reaffirmed U.S. support 
for the so-called One-China poli-
cy, easing concern in Beijing that 
he might upend ties over Taiwan.

The One-China policy remai-
ned the political foundation of 

stable relations, Fu said, adding 
that Beijing was ready to meet 
challenges with the White Hou-
se. China was “hoping to solve 
the trade-deficit issue through 
expanded trade” with the U.S., 
she said.

Trump has promised to reduce 
the USD347 billion U.S. trade 
deficit with China. Peter Navar-
ro, the head of Trump’s National 
Trade Council, and Commerce 
Secretary Wilbur Ross last year 
wrote a paper in which they bla-

med trade gap for what they des-
cribed as America’s “slow growth 
plunge.”

Trade between the world’s two 
biggest economies supports arou-
nd 2.6 million American jobs, 
according to the U.S.-China Busi-
ness Council. While the U.S. has 
a goods-trade deficit with China, 
its exports of services to the coun-
try are growing rapidly. Between 
2006 and 2014, they climbed 
more than 300 percent. Bloomberg



mon 06.03.2017

CHINA中國macau’s leading newspaper 11
 

th Anniversary

 

ap
 p

h
ot

o

 
There are many 
uncertainties 
about the 
direction of 
the major 
economies’ 
policies and 
their spillover.

LI KEqIANG

Joe McDonald, Beijing 

China’s top econo-
mic official trimmed 
the country’s growth 
target and warned yes-

terday of dangers from global 
pressure for trade controls as 
Beijing tries to build a consu-
mer-driven economy and re-
duce reliance on exports and 
investment.

In a speech to the national le-
gislature, Premier Li Keqiang 
promised more steps to cut 
surplus steel production that is 
straining trade relations with 
Washington and Europe. He 
pledged equal treatment for 
foreign companies, apparently 
responding to complaints Bei-
jing is trying to squeeze them 
out of technology and other 
promising markets.

Li’s report set the growth tar-

Li Keqiang is displayed on screens as he delivers a work report at the opening session of the annual National People’s Congress

‘we will make our skies blue again’ 
li KeQiang pledged to make the 
country’s smoggy skies blue again 
and “work faster” to address pollu-
tion caused by the burning of coal for 
heat and electricity. His words to del-
egates at the opening of the annual 
National People’s Congress highlight 
how public discontent has made 
reducing smog, the most visible of 
China’s environment problems, 
a priority for the leadership. The 

10-day event got underway under a 
sunny blue sky, thanks to heavy gusts 
from the north that cleared away the 
unhealthy gray from the day before. 
Protests have increasingly broken 
out in cities where residents oppose 
the building of chemical plants and 
garbage incinerators, as China’s 
middle class grows increasingly vo-
cal in awareness of the dangers of 
pollution.

nPC

China trims 2017 growth target, 
warns against trade controls 

get for the world’s second-lar-
gest economy at “around 6.5 
percent or higher, if possible.” 
That is down from last year’s 
6.7 percent expansion but, if 
achieved, would be among the 
world’s strongest, reflecting 
confidence efforts to create 
new industries are gaining 
traction.

The premier called for atten-
tion to the risks of China’s sur-
ging debt levels, which econo-
mists see as a rising threat to 
growth.

Li announced no major ini-
tiatives, but that was widely 
expected as the ruling Com-
munist Party tries to avoid 
shocks ahead of a congress late 
this year at which President 
Xi Jinping is due to be given 
a second five-year term as lea-
der. Analysts expect Chinese 
leaders to use the legislative 

meeting to emphasize redu-
cing financial risks and keeping 
growth stable.

At a time of demands in the 
United States and Europe for 
trade controls, Li warned Chi-
na faces “more complicated 
and graver situations” at home 
and abroad.

“Both the de-globalization 
trend and protectionism are 
growing,” Li said. “There are 
many uncertainties about the 
direction of the major econo-
mies’ policies and their spi-
llover effects, and the factors 
that could cause instability and 
uncertainty are visibly increa-
sing.”

Chinese leaders have pu-
blicly defended free trade in 
response to President Donald 
Trump’s promises to raise du-
ties on Chinese goods, though 
Beijing’s trading partners com-
plain China is the most closed 
major economy.

China “may be adversely af-
fected” if Trump goes ahead 
with “tough policies,” but the 
impact should be limited, said 
economist Song Lifang at Ren-
min University in Beijing.

“With China’s domestic eco-
nomy still in the phase of 
transformation, the tasks for 
China’s economic growth are 
arduous but with great poten-
tial,” said Song.

Growth has cooled steadily 
since 2010 as communist lea-

ders try to develop a consumer-
driven economy and reduce re-
liance on trade, heavy industry 
and investment.

The latest growth target is in 
line with those reforms and 
efforts to create a “moderately 
prosperous society,” Li said.

Chinese leaders have tried to 
downplay the significance of 
the growth target and shift fo-
cus to improvements in inco-
mes, consumer spending and 
other factors. But the target is 
closely watched as a forecast of 
economic performance, which 
has repercussions throughout 
Asia, where China is the big-
gest trading partner for all its 
neighbors.

Li acknowledged concerns 
about the rising dangers of 
debt, though he said the finan-
cial system is stable.

“We must be fully alert to 
the buildup of risks related to 
non-performing assets, bond 
defaults, shadow banking and 
Internet finance,” said Li.

Banking and securities regu-
lators already have said their 
priority this year is reducing 
risk and watching financial in-
dustries more closely following 
a 2015 stock price collapse and 
warnings investors are engaged 
in a dangerous new bout of spe-
culative trading.

Beijing’s reliance on repea-
ted infusions of credit to prop 
up growth since the 2008 glo-
bal crisis has driven up debt, 
prompting concern it could tri-
gger a banking crisis or drag on 
the economy.

Total debt owed by local Chi-
nese governments, companies 
and households has soared 
from the equivalent of 150 per-
cent of annual economic output 
before 2008 to about 260 per-
cent. Regulators have begun 
trying to hammer out deals to 
reduce debt loads at state com-
panies but private sector eco-
nomists say they need to move 
faster.

Economists have warned se-

tting a growth target too high 
could force Beijing to resort 
to stimulus spending, setting 
back efforts to reduce reliance 
on investment and debt.

Yesterday’s report calls for 
creating 11 million new jobs, an 
increase from last year’s target 
of 10 million in a possible sign 
of increased official optimism.

Li promised to eliminate 50 
million metric tons of steel pro-
duction capacity. That would 
help to reduce the flood of Chi-
nese exports that is depressing 
global prices and prompting 
complaints by Washington and 
Europe that thousands of jobs 
are in danger.

Li also promised to eliminate 
150 million tons of coal pro-
duction capacity. He didn’t 
mention other industries such 
as aluminum in which Chi-
na’s trading partners complain 
excess capacity supported by 
government subsidies is distor-
ting global markets.

Li promised “equal opportu-
nities” and “fair rules” to priva-
te companies in the state-domi-
nated economy. He promised 
changes including cutting taxes 
for the smallest businesses and 
simplifying the process of re-
gistering up a private company.

Party leaders have pledged re-
peatedly to give entrepreneurs, 
who create most of China’s new 
jobs and wealth, a bigger eco-
nomic role. But reform advoca-
tes complain state companies 
still control industries from 
banking to telecoms to energy 
and benefit from monopolies, 
low-cost bank loans and other 
favors.

Li also promised foreign com-
panies equal treatment with 
their Chinese counterparts un-
der a government development 
strategy dubbed “China Manu-
facturing 2025.”

That follows complaints by 
U.S. and European business 
groups that Beijing appears 
to be trying to squeeze foreign 
companies out of promising 
markets including software 
and other technology.

Turning to political affairs, Li 
warned Beijing would not tole-
rate any movement by self-ru-
led Taiwan’s popularly elected 
government toward formal in-
dependence.

“We will resolutely oppose 
and contain separatist activi-
ties for Taiwan independence,” 
he said.

A spokesman for the finan-
ce ministry told The Associa-
ted Press the that spending on 
China’s military, the world’s 
second-highest after the Uni-
ted States, would rise 7 percent 
this year to 1.044 trillion yuan 
(USD151 billion), marking the 
smallest percentage annual 
growth rate this century. Howe-
ver, unlike in previous years, 
the defense budget figure was 
not released in the documents 
distributed to journalists.

Beijing’s military spending 
has grown by double digits al-
most every year for most of the 
past two decades. AP
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InDIA

Gunbattle in Kashmir        
kills 3 combatants
Anti-India protests erupted in Indian-controlled Kashmir 
following a fierce gunbattle in which two rebels and a 
counterinsurgency policeman were killed, police said 
yesterday. Government forces, acting on a tip, encircled 
a civilian home in the southern Tral area overnight, said 
police chief S.P. Vaid. He said fighting erupted after militants 
hurled grenades and fired automatic rifles to break a security 
cordon. Two militants and a policeman working with a 
counterinsurgency unit were killed, he said. At least three 
other security officials, including an army officer, were 
wounded.

JAPAn

Rescue helicopter crashes;   
at least 3 dead
A rescue helicopter carrying nine people crashed in snow-
covered mountains in central Japan during a training flight 
yesterday, leaving at least three people dead and four missing. 
Nagano prefectural police said three men pulled from the 
crash site were airlifted to nearby hospitals but pronounced 
dead, and two others found later were unconscious. Police 
said they believed the remaining four were still trapped 
underneath the debris from the helicopter. TV footage showed 
the mangled aircraft sitting belly-up in the snow-covered 
forest on the side of Mount Hachibuse, about 250 kilometers 
northwest of Tokyo.

Prime Minister Bill English

Michael Heath

New Zealand Prime 
Minister Bill English 

signaled he might adjust the 
nation’s immigration pro-
gram and joined the global 
chorus of concern about the 
risk to trade from the Trump 
administration as he gears 
up for a September election.

English, who took over as 
prime minister in Decem-
ber, has the tailwind of one 
of the best performing eco-
nomies in the developed 
world and a budget in sur-
plus that could allow him 
to offer tax cuts. But there 
are challenges: a housing 
boom is locking many firs-
t-home buyers out of the 
market and saddling others 
with huge debts. In the bi-
ggest city, Auckland, the 
average house price is now 
more than NZD1 million 
(USD703,000). 

High immigration only 
adds to demand, and in a 
TV interview Saturday En-
glish said he’d always an-
ticipated New Zealanders 
would begin leaving the 
country to look for work, as 
they had in the past. That 
hadn’t occurred because of 
the economic outlook. 

“People just keep turning 
up and Kiwis keep staying 

neW ZeAlAnD 

English signals 
immigration change

home,” he said, referring 
to record immigration of 
71,305 in the year throu-
gh January. “So our real 
challenge is responding to 
that growth and investing to 
support it so that people can 
have the quality of life here 
that they come for.”

Tweaks to the program 
would be about getting a 
better balance of people, he 
said. “There are more calls 
coming from businesses 
and the labor market about 
the need for skills, becau-
se we are creating so many 
new jobs, on the one hand,” 

English said . “On the other 
hand, making sure we’re 
getting the people who can 
match those skills.”

New Zealand’s small, open 
economy is reliant on tra-
de and vulnerable to the 
whims of major nations. Its 
biggest partner, China, is in 
the cross-hairs of U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump, who 
accuses the government 
in Beijing of artificially 
lowering its currency and 
stealing American manu-
facturing jobs. English, like 
other developed world lea-
ders, has said New Zealand 

will have to wait and see 
whether the president acts 
upon his campaign rhetoric.

“It’s the policies that will 
matter,” he said. “Probably 
the area where we’ve got 
the most concern is trade. 
That if they do actually put 
in place significant protec-
tionist measures, that will 
have an impact on us and 
on our trading partners.”

New Zealand’s proportio-
nal representation electo-
ral system is conducive to 
coalition governments, and 
despite the strong economy 
and recent opinion-poll 
readings, English’s Natio-
nal Party could be unsea-
ted by just a small swing 
toward the Labour and 
Green opposition parties. 
National will be aiming to 
win a fourth term in office, 
which is historically rare 
in New Zealand, and the 
loss of English’s charisma-
tic predecessor, John Key, 
will be a blow to the party’s 
chances. Bloomberg
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Niniek Karmini, Jakarta

InDOnesians are by 
turns shocked and bemu-
sed by Donald Trump’s vo-
latile presidency, but many 

in the world’s most populous 
Muslim nation say his perso-
nality and actions — including 
his controversial travel ban — 
haven’t changed their positive 
view of the United States.

There is a reservoir of goo-
dwill in Indonesia toward the 
U.S., which Indonesians of-
ten see as a beacon for values 
they hope will flourish in their 
own country. Perceptions were 
particularly positive during Ba-
rack Obama’s administration 
because of Obama’s personal 
links to Indonesia and his ef-
forts to heal divisions with the 
Muslim world.

The U.S. is one of the largest 
foreign investors in Indonesia. 
Phoenix, Arizona-based Free-
port-McMoRan Copper & Gold 
Inc. operates one of the world’s 
largest copper mines and the 
world’s largest gold mine in In-
donesia’s easternmost province 
of Papua.

Still, Trump’s attempt to ban 
travel from seven predomi-
nantly Muslim nations is deeply 
unpopular with Indonesians, 
who see it as an anti-Muslim 
measure that could affect them 
even though their country is 
not one of the seven being 
targeted. Indonesia’s foreign 
ministry warned that Trump’s 
policy could undermine the 
global fight against terrorism, 
but President Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo was sanguine, telling 
his country there was nothing 
to worry about.

In fact, some say, Trump just 
needs to visit Indonesia and 
learn more about Islam.

Despite the perceptions crea-
ted by a vocal hard-line minori-
ty, Muslim Indonesians mainly 
practice a moderate faith and 
want their young but feisty de-
mocracy to remain headed by a 
secular government.

Japanese Emperor 
Akihito arrived in Ban-

gkok yesterday to pay his 
respects to the late Thai 
King Bhumibol Adulya-
dej, following a weeklong 
trip to Vietnam aimed at 
winning support against 
Chinese expansionism.

The monarchies — two 
of a handful remaining in 
Asia — have maintained 
close ties. Bhumibol first 
visited Japan in 1963, tou-
ching off a decades-long 
friendship with numerous 
visits back and forth, most 
recently a visit by Akihito 
to Thailand in 2006.

Akihito, accompanied by 
his wife, Empress Michiko, 
was to lay wreathes and 
sign a condolence book at 
the Grand Palace in Ban-
gkok before meeting with 
King Vajiralongkorn Bo-

Japan’s emperor in Thailand to 
pay respects to late king 
dindradebayavarangkun, 
who ascended the throne 
after the death of his wi-
dely revered father in Oc-
tober.

The emperor’s two-day 
visit to Bangkok comes as 
Thailand tilts closer to Chi-
na, Japan’s main rival in 
East Asia.

Thailand and Japan have 
traditionally enjoyed close 
relations, unburdened by 
the legacy of World War II 
that has complicated Ja-
pan’s relations with other 
Asian countries. After a 
brief struggle, Thailand for-

mally became Japan’s ally 
through much of the war, 
suffering little of the des-
truction wrought on others 
like China, Myanmar and 
the Philippines.

But following a 2014 
coup, Thailand’s Western 
allies cut back on assistan-
ce, pushing the country’s 
ruling military junta closer 
to Beijing.

“The visit is symbolic of 
Japan’s interest in boos-
ting Japanese-Thai rela-
tions at a time when Chi-
na seems to enjoy favor 
in Bangkok,” said Paul 

Chambers, research direc-
tor at the Institute of Sou-
theast Asian Affairs.

China frightens many in 
Southeast Asia with ex-

pansionist policies in the 
South China Sea. But Chi-
na’s claims do not clash 
with Thai territorial wa-
ters, paving the way for 

friendly relations.
The 83-year-old emperor 

is Japan’s constitutional 
head of state, a role sym-
bolic rather than political. 
However, his trips often 
serve to bolster relations 
with nations friendly to 
Tokyo.

The emperor’s itinerary 
has been packed with visi-
ts across Southeast Asia, a 
move aimed at shoring up 
a regional bulwark against 
China. Vietnam, which 
has sparred with China 
over territorial waters, 
rolled out the red carpet 
for Akihito’s visit last 
week. In January 2016, 
the Japanese imperial fa-
mily visited the Philippi-
nes, which also has dispu-
tes with China, paying its 
respects at a World War II 
memorial. AP

ap
 p

h
ot

o

Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko wave to bid farewell as they 
depart from the central city of Hue, Vietnam for Thailand

From left to right: Rudy Madanir, an English teacher; Tingka Adiati, a housewife; Lukas Christian, a coffee shop owner; and 
Maria Kartika Sari, a tour guide

Indonesians shocked by Trump, 
but still admire US values 

And like the U.S., Indonesia is 
a former colony that struggled 
for its independence and a na-
tion of remarkable diversity, 
with hundreds of languages 
and ethnic groups.

A look at how some Indone-
sians view Trump:

rudy madanir, an English 
teacher in Jakarta, the capital, 
who has visited the U.S. as a 
tourist and wants to travel the-
re again, said he was shocked 
by Trump’s election, having 
never imagined that “this kind 
of man could be sitting in the 
White House.”

But Madanir, 47, also said the 
protests against the travel ban 
showed there are many people 
in the U.S. who want to uphold 
values such as justice, freedom 
and nondiscrimination, and 
opened his eyes to how “beau-
tiful” Americans are.

“Maybe tomorrow it will 
be Indonesia’s turn [to be ban-
ned], who knows? With this 
weird and strange person sit-

ting in the White House, any-
thing can happen,” he said. “I 
wish Trump can visit Indone-
sia, the world most populous 
Muslim country, so he will ex-
perience firsthand how Mus-
lims are here. We are not as 
scary as he might think.”

Tingka adiati, a 48-year- 
old housewife in Tangerang, 
a satellite city of Jakarta, said 
Trump’s immigration policy 
did not change her image of 
America as a tolerant country 
open to people from around the 
world.

Trump is experiencing the 
“euphoria” of his victory, and 
given time, rather than Trump 
changing America, it will be 
him who is changed, Adiati 
said. His polices will also have 
to take into account the inte-
rests of American businesses in 
countries around the world, in-
cluding Indonesia, she added.

“I’m sure Trump, with his life 
and business experience, he’ll 
learn and become aware that 

what he was saying and policies 
he made were not always right, 
and he’ll learn from that strong 
reaction from international so-
ciety and his own people,” she 
said. “He is bound to change. 
And do not forget, the U.S. also 
has a lot of interests inIndone-
sia. Surely he would not dare to 
issue such a ban to Indonesia.”

lukas christian, who owns 
a coffee shop in Tangerang, has 
a son at Wesleyan University in 
Connecticut who is planning to 
work in the U.S. after gradua-
ting this year.

Christian, 52, hopes his son’s 
Indonesian nationality won’t 
be a complicating factor. So far 
it hasn’t, but the possibility still 
troubles him.

Indonesians consider Ameri-
ca to be a tolerant society, and 
the travel ban shows Trump’s 
own dislike of immigrants and 
Islam, he said.

Christian said Indonesia is 
“totally different” from the se-
ven Muslim countries inclu-

ded in Trump’s ban. “Althou-
gh Muslims are predominant 
here, we have [the state ideo-
logy] Pancasila and a secular 
constitution that protects di-
versity. I myself respect diver-
sity,” he said.

“As a coffee seller, I can say 
this: There are many varieties 
of coffee in Indonesia, from 
Aceh to Papua, and people en-
joy its variety, and it is just like 
the way of Indonesian thinking 
— tolerant,” he said.

maria Kartika sari, a 
tour guide who lives in Jakar-
ta, said she believes the ma-
jority of Americans disagree 
with Trump’s travel ban. The 
30-year-old said she has always 
considered the U.S. to be a tole-
rant nation of immigrants that 
is similar to Indonesia insofar 
as both countries have many 
different ethnic groups and re-
ligions.

“When I heard Trump banned 
the entry of nationals from se-
ven Muslim nations, I conside-
red it as his personal decision 
because Americans are not like 
that,” she said.

The seven countries targeted 
by the ban are known as “trou-
blemakers,” she said, but that 
reputation stems from the ac-
tions of a few people, and it’s 
unjust to impose punitive mea-
sures against an entire country 
on that basis.

“I want to say to Trump, he 
is a president now, no longer a 
businessman,” she said. “I un-
derstand he’s a stubborn old 
man, but it is good for him to 
know that today he leads the 
United States, not just a com-
pany. He should change.” AP
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PresiDenT Donald 
Trump’s assertion that 
journalists are “the enemy 
of the people,” with its 

dark echoes of Soviet dictator Jo-
sef Stalin, has reverberated throu-
gh news organizations reporting 
from the White House and far 
beyond.

Former President George W. 
Bush recently said “it’s important 
for the media to call to account 
people who abuse their power, 
whether it be here or elsewhere.” 
Yet reporters in some countries 
suffer repression, imprisonment, 
injury or death, conditions far 
worse than in the U.S.

Here’s what it’s like covering 
leaders in more hostile or challen-
ging environments:

egYpT
President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi 

has made no secret of what he sees 
as the damage the media inflicts 
on his government or on Egypt’s 
national security. He has spoken 
nostalgically of the era when the 
press rallied behind Gamal Abdel-
Nasser, a charismatic and autho-
ritarian leader, from 1956 to 1970.

El-Sissi, an army general who 
led the military ouster of an elec-
ted president in 2013, has hard-
core supporters who have formed 
social media “brigades” that pou-
nce in overwhelming numbers on 
any criticism of him.

He has also harnessed TV, with 
powerful talk show hosts vilifying 
his critics and praising his leader-
ship. Those who do not toe the 
line are sometimes removed or — 
in the case of a Lebanese presen-
ter last year — swiftly deported.

El-Sissi holds news conferences 
only when he hosts a foreign lea-
der. Rather than field questions, 
he and his guest usually read sta-
tements and leave.

Limited access has left the 
Egyptian media almost entirely 
relying on el-Sissi’s off-the-cuff 
comments in televised events. 
He operates differently when tra-
veling abroad, especially in the 
U.S., where he gives multiple in-
terviews and appears tolerant of 
tough questions.

Reporters with cameras are so-
metimes harassed not only by 
police but also by hostile civilians. 
And a “terror law” criminalizes 
many cases of media outlets con-
tradicting official statements.

china
Chinese President Xi Jinping is 

unequivocal about the role of the 
state-run media in his country: 
to protect the ruling Communist 
Party’s authority and unity above 
all and to pledge loyalty to him.

The party wields tight control 
over how Xi is depicted, and re-
porters have little direct access to 
the leader. He is frequently shown 
on state media chatting with poor 
farmers or giving pep talks to 
applauding factory workers. But 
he rarely holds news briefings or 
does interviews, and visits with 
foreign leaders are tightly scrip-
ted.

During some state visits, Xi has 
held joint press conferences with 
his counterparts. Such briefings 

Journalists often seen by leaders    as ‘enemy of the people’  

are often conducted either wi-
thout questions or limited to two.

For the premier’s annual news 
conference in March, reporters 
typically must submit questions 
well in advance for approval. And 
Chinese reporters rarely, if ever, 
ask Xi challenging questions. Tou-
ring China’s powerful state me-
dia agencies last year, Xi ordered 
them to “strictly follow the party’s 
leadership” and focus on “positive 
reporting.”

Foreign journalists reporting on 
news deemed as sensitive are often 
followed and harassed by officials 
or hired thugs seeking to obstruct 
them. Nationalist news outlets so-
metimes describe foreign media 
reports on the repression of rights 
activists as part of a plot by “hostile 
forces” seeking to destabilize Chi-
na.

Efforts to control Xi’s image ex-
tend even more tightly over the 
closely filtered internet. Searches 
for “Xi Jinping” on Weibo, Chi-
na’s popular Twitter-like micro-
blog, turn up results dominated by 
state media reports. Searches for 
“Xi Jinping’s family,” his daughter, 
or “Xi Jinping’s choices,” are blo-
cked without explanation.

israel/palesTinian 
TerriTOries

Like Trump, Israeli Prime Mi-
nister Benjamin Netanyahu fre-
quently calls the media hostile and 
biased, yet he is keenly aware of 
how he is portrayed and loves to 
make headlines.

For example, Netanyahu is being 
investigated by police for allegedly 
offering to help the publisher of Is-
rael’s leading daily newspaper, Ye-
diot Ahronot, against a free upstart 
rival in exchange for more favorab-
le coverage.

Israel’s media are famously 
freewheeling and outspoken. Po-
liticians are often accessible, and 
journalists can generally write 
whatever they want without fear 

for their safety. But as in the the 
U.S., the leader has derided the 
mainstream media for represen-
ting “elites” who disdain him and 
his more hard-line, nationalistic 
supporters.

When Netanyahu gives a rare in-
terview, it’s usually with a foreign 
TV network whose anchors have 
time to ask only two or three brief 
and predictable questions. His 
aides say he prefers this format 
because he can largely control the 
agenda and his answers cannot be 
edited.

Like Trump, Netanyahu has 
embraced social media. His of-
fice frequently uses WhatsApp 
to distribute statements, often 
anonymous, on pressing matters. 
He sends Trump-like tweets and 
frequently posts statements and 
self-serving video on Facebook and 
Twitter.

While Trump complains about 
“fake news,” Netanyahu uses a 
similar catchphrase when asked 
about scandals in his office: “You 
will find nothing because there is 
nothing.”

Covering Netanyahu is only one 
of several challenges facing jour-
nalists in the country. Israel has a 
military censor that must clear any 
sensitive story that could affect its 
security.

Netanyahu’s security guards so-
metimes harass and even strip 
search journalists — especially fo-
reigners and even Arab citizens of 
Israel. During clashes with the Pa-
lestinians in the West Bank or east 
Jerusalem, Israeli security forces 
have also roughed up reporters. 
Photographers have had equi-
pment damaged, suffered from 
inhaling tear gas or even been shot 
with painful sponge-tipped bullets.

The rival Palestinian governmen-
ts in the West Bank and Gaza have 
generally poor records on media 
freedom. Both the internationally 
backed Palestinian Authority in 
the West Bank and the Hamas go-

vernment in the Gaza Strip have 
harassed and arrested local jour-
nalists whose coverage they don’t 
like. Last month, a Palestinian AP 
reporter was arrested at gunpoint 
by Hamas security while covering 
a protest.

philippines
It’s been perplexing at times for 

journalists covering President Ro-
drigo Duterte, one of Asia’s most 
unorthodox leaders.

He has held abrupt news confe-
rences lasting well past midnight, 
spiced up his public remarks with 
hyperbole, cursing and sex jokes, 
and made U-turns on key policy 
pronouncements. Reporters and 
even Cabinet members have been 
kept guessing as to whether he’s 
serious or, in his own words, “just 
taking you for a ride.”

The 71-year-old Duterte threate-
ned last year that a military exer-
cise by U.S. Marines and their lo-
cal counterparts would be the last 
of his six-year term. A few weeks 
later, his defense secretary said 
Duterte had approved continuing 
the exercises, although the num-
ber of drills would be reduced and 
exclude mock assaults that have 
riledChina. Such flip-flops have 
sometimes created a dilemma for 
journalists on how to report his po-
licy remarks.

Duterte has gotten basic facts 
wrong, even his age. He once said 
he’s 72 years old, when he’s ac-
tually a year younger.

He has also suggested declaring 
martial law, only to have a spokes-
men deny it the next day, blaming 
journalists for misreporting.

A number of journalists have 
been the targets of online criticism 
from hard-line Duterte suppor-
ters, in what is regarded as one of 
the most dangerous countries for 
journalists. The National Union of 
Journalists of the Philippines said 
in September: “We will never take 
any threats, whether of physical 

harm or to silence us, lightly for 
we have lost far too many of our 
colleagues and hardly seen justice 
for them.”

russia
President Vladimir Putin is never 

embarrassed by a sharp question 
— if you can get the floor to ask it.

The Kremlin’s handling of the 
media hews to the general pattern 
of its domestic policy course, which 
has been described as a “managed 
democracy.” Parliament is domi-
nated by Putin loyalists, the courts 
are ready to obey orders from au-
thorities, and most of the Russian 
media follow the Kremlin’s wishes.

Most Russians get their news 
from state-controlled nationwide 
TV networks. Facebook remains 
a lone oasis for liberally minded 
Kremlin critics as authorities have 
increasingly tightened controls 
over Russian online media.

Putin, a law school graduate, is 
keen to preserve decorum and 
show respect for the rule of law, 
so his media appearances are in-
tended to serve as a show of press 
freedom. He also appears to see 
himself as the ultimate spin doctor, 
trusting his ability to shape public 
perceptions.

His annual live news conference 
— routinely lasting over four hours 
— is intended to burnish his image 
as a strong leader who cares for his 
people and never hesitates to take 
on Russia’s foes. Hundreds of re-
porters, mostly from Russia’s far-
flung provinces, wave their hands, 
brandish placards and even don 
colorful outfits to catch his eye.

His spokesman directs the event, 
but Putin usually chooses some 
questioners. He rarely loses his 
cool and seems to enjoy the show.

State-controlled TV often shows 
live Putin’s meetings with Russian 
government officials, businessmen 
and cultural figures. There’s also an 
annual call-in TV show, similarly 
lasting for hours, when Putin is 
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Journalists often seen by leaders    as ‘enemy of the people’  

asked questions via video link from 
various sites across Russia. The 
shows are carefully orchestrated.

venezuela
One sign of how muzzled jour-

nalists have become in Venezue-
la is that President Nicolas Ma-

duro barely bothers to attack 
them anymore.

Baiting Venezuela’s press was 
a favorite pastime of late leader 
Hugo Chavez, who tightened 
his grip on power by accusing 
the media of acting as fascis-
ts and plotting his overthrow. 

As a result of his actions, key 
issues such as corruption and 
health care are underreported 
by mainstream media for fear of 
heavy fines or prison.

By the time of Chavez’s death 
in 2013, there was little need to 
worry. A number of newspapers 

and broadcasters once highly 
critical of the socialist govern-
ment changed ownership and 
ended up in the hands of busi-
nessmen seen as cozy to the ru-
ling party.

A government monopoly on 
the importation of newsprint 
further squeezed newspapers, 
with more than a half-dozen 
stopping printing and dozens 
more forced to cut back.

At news conferences, Madu-
ro frequently treats indepen-
dent journalists with disrespect 
and favors those from friendly 
outlets. In a move that may have 
foreshadowed White House 
spokesman Sean Spicer’s “Skype 
seats,” he even set up a live sa-
tellite feed from the Venezuelan 
Embassy in Moscow last year 
to field questions from political 
sympathizers denouncing U.S. 
“imperialism.” The government 
also has a very active social me-
dia presence.

The biggest threat to journa-
lists comes from security forces, 
who have seized equipment or 
even attacked reporters. Filming 
food lines can be grounds for ar-
rest under expansive national 
security laws.

A correspondent for ABC News 
was held for 72 hours in October 
by the feared Sebin intelligence 
police after filming at a hospital 
for a story on health care. More 
frequently, reporters are denied 
entry at the airport on a pretext.

zimBaBwe
President Robert Mugabe has 

been in power since Zimbabwe’s 
independence in 1980, and local 
and foreign media sometimes 
face hostility from the govern-
ment if they are perceived to be 
tarnishing the image of him or the 
country.

The 93-year-old leader has often 
been harshly critical of journalists 
who don’t work for state media. 
Those whose reports were seen as 
negative sometimes risked arrest, 
and some were assaulted while 
covering the seizure of white-ow-
ned farms starting in 2000.

Access to Mugabe’s meetings 
with foreign visitors or events at 
the ruling ZANU-PF party’s head-
quarters used to be limited to sta-
te media. Now there’s much more 
access for accredited journalists, 
whether affiliated with state me-
dia or not, although some are still 
barred from certain events after 
being accused of not portraying 
Zimbabwe in a positive light.

Physical threats to journalists 
have decreased, possibly because 
the ruling party is firmly in con-
trol and concerns about human 
rights are no longer in the fore-
front of international affairs.

A Zimbabwean photographer 
who has worked extensively for 
The Associated Press has been 
beaten twice by Mugabe’s body-
guards, but the president also 
once instructed his security team 
to back off and let him work. AP
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what’s ON ...

Between Gaze and Hallucination - Black 
and wHite PHotoGraPHy By João MiGuel 
Barros
tiMe: 2pm-7pm (Closed on Sundays)
until: March 25, 2017 
Venue: Creative Macau, G Floor, Macao Cultural 
Centre, Av. Xian Xing Hai, s/n, NAPE 
adMission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2875 3282

solo exHiBition By Ho si Man
tiMe: 11am-10pm
until: March 26, 2017
Venue: Lakeside Gallery, Anim’Arte Nam Van
enquires: (853) 2836 6866

transience: daredeVils and towerinG 
weBs
tiMe: 12pm-8pm (Closed on Mondays)
until: March 31, 2017 
Venue: Taipa Village Art Space,10 Rua dos 
Clerigos, Taipa 
adMission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2857 6118

ForMer HoMe oF reVolutionary leader ye 
tinG
tiMe: 10am-6pm daily (Except Wednesdays, 
open on public holidays) 
Venue: 76, Rua Almirante Costa Cabral 
adMission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8399 6699

Macau Grand Prix MuseuM & wine 
MuseuM
tiMe: 10am-8pm daily (Except Tuesdays)
Venue: Rua Luis Gonzaga Gomes, 431, 
basement (Tourism Activities Centre-CAT) 
adMission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 8798 4108 / 2833 3000 

tHe staMP FestiVal
tiMe: 9am-5:30pm (no admission after 5pm, 
closed on public holidays)
until: April 7, 2017
Venue: Communication Museum of Macao / 
Estrada D. Maria II, No. 7 
adMission: MoP10 
enquiries: (853) 2871 8063 / 2871 8570

this day in historyTV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:50
17:10
17:50
18:40
19:40
20:30
21:00
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:05
00:40

TDM News (Repeated)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPi Live    
Criminal Minds S.8    
Labirint (Repeated)    
Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)   
Soap opera    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Sport    
Labirint    
TDM News     
Champions League Magazine   
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live    

cinema
cineteatro
02 mar - 08 mar

tHe girl witH all tHe gifts
room 1
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director: colm Mccarthy
starring: gemma arterton, glenn close, sennia nanua
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 111min

JoHn wicK: cHapter two
room 2
2:30, 9:30pm
Director:  chad stahelski
starring: Keanu reeves, ian Mcshane, ruby rose
language: english (chinese)

la la lanD
room 2
4:45, 7:15pm
Director:  Damien chazelle
starring: ryan gosling, emma stone
language: english
Duration: 128min

a cure for wellness
room 3
2:30, 9:00pm
Director: gore verbinski
starring:  Dane DeHaan, Jason isaacs, Mia goth 
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 146min

Kancolle tHe Movie
room 3
5:15, 7:15pm
Director:  Keizô Kusakawa 
language: Japanese (chinese)
Duration: 91min

macau tower
02 mar - 15 mar

logan
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30pm
Director:  James Mangold 
starring: Hugh Jackman, patrick stewart, Dafne Keen 
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 137min

A British daredevil known online for his videos of skys-
craper climbs was detained by police in Dubai over his 
recent climbs there.

James Kingston told The Associated Press in a mes-
sage yesterday that he had been detained and later re-
leased, without elaborating. He wrote online Saturday 
that “four undercover agents plucked me from my hotel 
room.”

Dubai police and British Embassy officials did not im-
mediately respond to requests for comment from the 
AP.

However, the state-owned newspaper Emarat Al Youm 
quoted Dubai police Brig. Gen. Salem Khalifa al-Ru-
maithi yesterday as confirming police had “summoned” 
Kingston over recent climbs in the sheikhdom.

Al-Rumaithi accused Kingston of previously ignoring 
police warnings about his stunts endangering him and 
others after officers arrested him in 2014 over another 
skyscraper climb. AP

 Offbeat
dubai police detain british 
daredevil over skyscraper climbs 

More than 350 people have died in a battle between Unita 
rebels and Angolan government forces in the city of Huambo, 
according to Angolan army reports.

The government of the southern African country also said that 
up to 1,500 people had been injured in the fighting.

Diplomats say the battle is “vicious”, with neither side taking 
many prisoners. According to the radio station of Angola’s rebel 
movement Unita, government troops are fleeing from the city 
and large amounts of arms and ammunition have been seized, 
including several Russian-built tanks.

The government garrison in the city has been cut off for seve-
ral weeks and is being supplied by occasional air drops.

Fighting around Huambo has intensified after Unita brought 
in troop reinforcements from Bie province, which is around 
165km away to the east of the city.

Unita radio also reported that its leader, Dr Jonas Savimbi, 
would address the nation on the search for a peaceful settle-
ment of the conflict.

Since January there has been no running water or electricity 
in Huambo, which is home to 400,000 people, and many areas 
have been flattened by artillery shells.

The battle for the key city is seen as more symbolic than stra-
tegic. The fighting in Huambo comes after the breakdown of a 
1991 peace agreement which was aimed at ending 16 years of 
civil war in the former Portuguese colony.

Huambo is home to the ovimbundu, the people who gave Mr 
Savimbi’s Unita (National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola) movement its main support.

Earlier, UN officials admitted defeat in their diplomatic at-
tempts to halt renewed civil war in Angola, calling the outcome 
a “bitter disappointment”.

Unita failed to attend UN-sponsored peace talks in the Ethio-
pian capital, Addis Ababa, last week, but proposed fresh talks 
in Geneva.

Local aid agencies have described the health situation in An-
gola as “dramatic” - with a child dying every two hours in the 
paediatric hospital in the capital Luanda.

Most of the main aid agencies have left the country after Unita 
launched an abortive coup attempt in Luanda last November.

courtesy BBc news

1993 angolans die in 
 battle for huambo

in context
Two days after the gun battle started in Huambo, Unita an-
nounced it had seized the country’s second city and was in 
complete control after capturing government positions.
More than 10,000 people are estimated to have died in the 
two-month battle for Huambo.
The rebel leader of Unita, Jonas Savimbi, died in a gun battle 
with government forces in February 2002.
Unita went on to become a political party and signed a cease-
fire with the Angolan government in April 2002.
In 2003, Unita apologized for its part in Angola’s 27-year civil 
war and asked for forgiveness.
Unita’s secretary for political affairs, Abilio Camalata Numa, 
said his movement took responsibility for the many lives lost 
but he defended what he called the “political project” which 
had been the reason for the war.
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omacross: 1- Unite; 9- Attack with severe criticism; 15- Type of ballot; 16- 

Hare hole; 17- Living somewhere; 18- Group of nine; 19- Capote, to friends; 
20- Grads-to-be; 21- Nick of “Lorenzo’s oil”; 22- Vivacity; 24- Animal fur; 
28- Grazing spot; 29- Hardships; 31- Spoken; 32- Discount rack abbr.; 33- 
State bird of Hawaii; 34- Eyeglasses with tinted lenses; 36- Trappings; 38- 
Make impossible; 40- Taboo; 43- Dundee denial; 44- London art gallery; 
45- Skip; 47- LAX posting; 48- Actually existing; 50- o.T. book; 51- Chilled 
soup; 53- Monetary unit of Vietnam; 55- Writer LeShan; 56- Aries; 58- 
Person who eats human flesh; 60- Simple shed; 61- Hooked; 62- Respect; 
63- Mall-goer, often;
 
Down: 1- 39th president of the U.S; 2- ohio college; 3- Relieve; 4- Wreath 
of flowers; 5- Breaks off; 6- Lines of descent; 7- Perfume the air; 8- Hosp. 
readout; 9- Nor. neighbor; 10- Tubular 
pasta; 11- Cartoonist Peter; 12- 
Lattice; 13- Radiators; 14- Make 
beloved; 23- Time being; 25- Roman 
Catholic shrine; 26- Golfer Palmer, to 
his army; 27- Jokes; 30- Revive; 34- 
Pan-fry; 35- Make ___ of (write down); 
37- Scheme; 38- Mends; 39- Verve; 
41- Feed bag; 42- Make obsolete; 
43- Snuggle; 45- Medium setting; 46- 
old German coin; 49- Classic Alan 
Ladd western; 52- “Rule, Britannia” 
composer; 54- Getting ___ years; 57- 
Pop’s partner; 58- Director’s cry; 59- 
one ___ million;

Friday’s solution

CROSSwORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
pJ (Open line) 993
pJ (Picket) 28 557 775
psp 28 573 333
customs 28 559 944
s. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu Hospital 28 371 333
commission against 
corruption (ccac) 28326 300
iacM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

wEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

Min Max conDition

cHina
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0
1
0
1
-1

drizzle
drizzle

overcast/drizzle
drizzle/cloudy
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-1
-7
2
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4
-2
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14
7
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10
8
13
17
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Just about the only things you’re 
missing are Q and an arsenal of shiny 
gadgets. But who are we kidding? The 
most lethal thing around is you in your 
best formal wear, and with a frosty 
glass of something exotic in your hand.

April 20-May 20
Isn’t it exhausting to try and be the 
person in charge all the time? Why 
not sit back and let the universe drive 
- just this once? Who knows? You 
may enjoy the experience so much 
that you decide to do it more often.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Jumping to conclusions is a fun 
and easy sport, but they don’t 
give medals for it at the Olympics, 
and there’s a good reason why - it 
just makes things unnecessarily 
complicated in the long run. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
If you can’t find anything, it might 
be time for some heavy-duty closet 
cleaning. Holding onto things that 
just don’t fit or that you haven’t worn 
in years just means there’s less space 
in your closet for a fresh start. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Why not let someone else lead for 
a change? You’ve gotten so used to 
being in charge that you’ve forgotten 
what it’s like not to bear the entire 
burden of responsibility, and that’s 
not good.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Money - it changes everything, 
especially if you’re having problems 
with it. In and of itself, money is 
neither good nor bad - but it is a 
source of energy that you should 
respect. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You know, someone (and you know 
exactly who it is) used to do a lot of 
nice things for you, but what have 
they done for you lately? Is this a 
situation that can be changed? Is it 
one you even want to change? 

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Think of yourself as Switzerland, 
especially if two people you care 
about are involved in a knockdown, 
drag-out war. Stay neutral and refuse 
to become a sounding board for their 
problems.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Well, well, well - how long has this 
been going on? Could it be that while 
you weren’t looking, something 
kindled (or rekindled) between 
the two of you just when you least 
expected it?

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Whoa! What the heck was that? 
Did you just feel the earth move 
under your feet? Lately it feels like 
foundations that you take for granted 
no matter what are being awfully 
shifty and unreliable.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Something’s obscuring your 
vision like a veil. If you 
concentrate, you might just be 
able to lift a corner of it and 
see clearly. Forcing it, however, 
might not work.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Your brain is like a bottle of champagne 
right now - all bubbles and fizz and 
tons of excitement. What’s more, 
you’re able to communicate all that 
zesty, sparkly activity and the zillion 
ideas you have to everyone.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Sandra Harwitt, Dubai 

AnDY Murray cap-
tured his first title 
of the year and be-
came the first Bri-

tish man to win the Dubai 
Tennis Championships in its 
25-year history when he de-
feated Fernando Verdasco 

ManchesTer 
United striker 

Zlatan Ibrahimovic 
had a penalty saved 
and was fortunate to 
avoid a red card in an 
incident-filled 1-1 draw 
against 10-man Bour-
nemouth on Saturday, 
the latest English Pre-
mier League setback at 
Old Trafford for Jose 
Mourinho’s team.

A week after winning 
the League Cup for 
United with a double 
against Southampton 
at Wembley Stadium, 
Ibrahimovic endured 
a frustrating return to 
league action by seeing 
his 72nd-minute pe-
nalty clawed away by 
Artur Boruc.

Ibrahimovic was 
involved in many of 
the flashpoints in a 
thrilling game, nota-
bly when he elbowed 
Tyrone Mings in the 
head moments after 

A Russian lawmaker has proposed 
an unorthodox solution to the 

country’s problems with football hoo-
liganism ahead of next year’s World 
Cup — legalize it and make it a spec-
tator sport.

Organized groups of Russian fans, 
many with martial arts training, fou-
ght English fans on the streets of 
Marseille during last year’s European 
Championship.

That inspired Igor Lebedev, who sits 
in the Russian parliament, to draw 
up rules for what he calls “draka,” 
the Russian word for “fight” — 20 fi-
ghters on each side, unarmed, in an 
arena.

In a statement on the website of the 
nationalist LDPR party, Lebedev said 
organized brawls “could turn fans’ 
aggression in a peaceful direction.” 
He also claimed it would serve as an 
“example” for English fans, who he 
characterized as undisciplined louts 
and poor fighters.

“Russia would be a pioneer in a 
new sport,” said Lebedev, who also 
suggested fights between different 
fan groups could draw crowds of 
thousands. “English fans arrive, for 
example, and start picking fights. 
And they get the answer — challenge 
accepted. A meeting in a stadium at a 
set time.”

Some fan groups in Russia already 
hold illicit fights along similar lines, 
typically pre-arranged mass brawls in 
rural locations, away from police.

It isn’t the first time Lebedev has 
courted controversy with his views 
on hooligans. He hailed the violence 
in Marseille last year, telling Russian 
fans: “Well done lads, keep it up!”

In addition to his parliamentary 
duties as deputy speaker, Lebedev is 
also on the board of the Russian Foo-
tball Union. He’s a longtime associa-
te of fan leader Alexander Shprygin, 
who was deported from France last 
year following the Marseille violence. 
Two board members of an organiza-
tion run by Shprygin were given pri-
son sentences.

Despite his enthusiasm for football- 
related violence, Lebedev insisted 
Russian policing meant foreign fans 
wouldn’t be in danger at the World 
Cup.

“We’ve taken all the safety measu-
res, modernized legislation. Not a 
single tourist has any reason to fear 
traveling to our country in the sum-
mer of 2018.” AP

TennIS 

Murray wins his first 
title of the year in Dubai 

Zlatan Ibrahimovic takes a penalty that was saved, during their EPL match against 
AFC Bournemouth 

6-3, 6-2 on Saturday.
This was Murray’s seventh 

final in his last eight tourna-
ments, and 14th in his last 16 
dating to last May in Madrid.

The only two tournaments 
he failed to make the final 
in that period were the 2016 
U.S. Open and 2017 Austra-
lian Open.

“It’s been a great run. Can’t 
complain about much,” Mur-
ray said. “Giving yourself a 
lot of matches gives you con-
fidence to go into those big 
events [Grand Slams].”

Dubai was the first tourna-
ment Murray’s played since 
he lost in the Australian Open 
fourth round. Since that de-
feat he’s been recuperating 
from a bout with shingles.

“After the break that I have 
had, to get five matches in, 
six if you include the doubles, 
in six days is a really positive 
thing physically,” he said.

The top-ranked Murray, 

rUSSIA

Lawmaker aims 
to make football 
hooliganism a sport 

ePl 

Ibrahimovic at center of 
controversy as United draws 

the defender appeared 
to tread on the face of 
Ibrahimovic late in the 
first half. The referee 
missed both incidents 
and the players cou-
ld face retrospective 
action by the English 
Football Association.

“I jump up and jump 
high and he jumps into 
my elbow,” Ibrahimo-

vic said of the inci-
dent with Mings, who 
denied he intended to 
hurt Ibrahimovic with 
his apparent stamp.

As part of the same 
incident, Andrew 
Surman was sent off 
for collecting a se-
cond yellow card for 
pushing Ibrahimovic 
in an angry reaction to 

the striker’s challenge 
on Mings.

Earlier, Marcos Ro-
jo’s first league goal, 
was canceled out by 
former United player 
Josh King’s penalty 
after Phil Jones fouled 
Marc Pugh. That was 
Bournemouth’s only 
shot on target.

It was a 10th league 

draw of the season 
for United, which was 
seeking a victory to 
climb from sixth place 
— the position where 
Mourinho’s team has 
been for the past few 
months as it recovers 
from a poor start to the 
campaign.

United has drawn at 
home to Stoke, Burn-
ley, Hull and Bourne-
mouth.

“What happened was 
that we played pheno-
menal in the first half 
and should have been 
winning 3-0 or 4-0 — 
then it ended up 1-1,” 
Mourinho said.

“In the second half, 
we played different 
team with a man less. 
I understand their 
need for one point in 
the survival battle and 
they just defended to 
make it difficult for us. 
[...] We felt pressure 
of the clock running 
down and lost the qua-
lity of our attacking 
football.”

United is on 49 poin-
ts, the same as fif-
th-placed Liverpool, 
which hosts fourth- 
placed Arsenal later 
Saturday. AP

who was a Dubai finalist in 
2012, improved his career 
record to 13-1 over Verdasco.

The first three games were 
service breaks as the players 
attempted to find their range 
in the final.

Verdasco had the service 
break until the Spaniard was 
broken by Murray in the six-
th and then the eighth games 
to take the first set.

Murray broke Verdasco’s 
serve twice in the second set, 
in the third game with a fo-
rehand winner, and in the se-
venth on a third break point.

The 35th-ranked Verdasco, 
a former top-10 player, has 
never beaten a No. 1-ranked 
player in 12 career attempts.

“He pushes you,” Verdas-
co said. “At the same time, I 
didn’t really feel, of course, 
as comfortable or hitting the 
ball as clean as days before.”

Murray became the fourth 
player this year to win a tit-
le having saved match points 
en route to the title. He faced 
a career high seven match 
points in defeating Philipp 
Kohlschreiber in the quarter-
finals. AP
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giving 
yourself a lot 
of matches 
gives you 
confidence to 
go into those 
big events.

ANDY MURRAY



06.03.2017 mon
BUZZ

THE

WORLD BRIEFS

Roadside

High 
Density 
Residental 
Area

Ambient

Station Air quality

so
ur

ce
: D

sm
g

Erdogan hits gErmany 
with nazi slur 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said 
Germany’s move to cancel public appearances by 
two of his ministers were akin to Nazi practices.

Germany’s decision has “nothing to do with de-
mocracy,” Erdogan said at an event in Istanbul 
yesterday, state news agency Anadolu reported. 
“Recent practices are no different from the Nazi 
ones of the past.” The German government press 
office didn’t immediately respond to calls seeking 
comment.

Ties between Germany and Turkey were strained 
after Ankara jailed a German-Turkish reporter, 

whom Erdogan described as a spy. German Foreign 
Minister Sigmar Gabriel, in comments published 
before the Nazi slur, said the two countries’ ties 
should be on “the basis of friendship,” according to 
a column he wrote for Bild am Sonntag.

On Mar. 2, the municipality of Gaggenau in sou-
thwest Germany revoked its permission for Turkish 
Justice Minister Bekir Bozdag’s meeting, citing con-
cerns of overcrowding. Economy Minister Nihat 
Zeybekci’s planned address to a Turkish communi-
ty in the western city of Cologne was also canceled 
by local authorities over security concerns.

35-55
Good

40-60
Good

40-60
Good
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Flexible response
Jason Chao is no longer the VP of the pan-

democrat umbrella organization NMA! Moreo-
ver, he is resigning as a member of the New 
Macau Association… but he is not moving out 
to split the political ranks, which might otherwi-
se be seen as a way to maximize the electoral 
chances (all) contestants have in the directly 
elected elections - according to the allocation 
under this peculiar electoral system otherwise 
known as hybrid D’Hondt.  Not at all… Jason 
Chao is leaving home to launch a new civil pla-
tform solely dedicated to monitoring election 
fairness.

Once again, Jason Chao who undisputedly 
took the MSAR’s serene ‘und’ conformist pro-
democracy to another level of civil consciou-
sness and political debate is showing us the 
way to address the political landscape of a 
non-developing system and challenge an in-
creasingly disenfranchised citizenship.

The new platform feeds on the belief that if 
the system does not develop under its own 
provisions it is no use to challenge the big 
questions; but the changes introduced in the 
framework of the Legislative Law are fair game 
and require watching closely. For example, 
why lose time and good temper to challenge 
the argument that the population is not suffi-
ciently developed for universal suffrage when 
the whole of Macau more than qualifies in 
terms of GDP, education, culture, and when 
the one and only factor likely to disqualify the 
local population is the repetitive mantra that 
residents only worry about flats and buses?! 
We should rather lose time and composure to 
monitor election fairness according to the very 
new rules adopted by the electoral commission 
- an unbelievable source of potential contro-
versy, unfairness and interference. Shall we 
not anticipate trouble?

Wisely, Jason Chao is compromising himself, 
clear and adamant that the profile of his electo-
ral observation is soon to be openly disclosed 
and not be in any way related to Benny Tai´s 
Occupy Central electoral platform for guidan-
ce or roadmap. He vows to take to the public 
information gathered all along the process as 
it is supposed to run (till the end of the elec-
tions), even including the information related 
to candidates who refuse to be monitored. 
There are a few strong human rights groups in 
Hong Kong to provide exactly the same public 
services Chao will be offering to Macau resi-
dents, regardless of whether equivalent official 
or semi-official channels will also be present.

So that’s official… Jason Chao is quitting 
NMA to avoid being a liability to Scott, Sulu and 
others. He is not banging the door shut, rather 
he is saying goodbye with the utmost irony. He 
is confessing himself also unfit to run for legis-
lator of a lethargic civil society (when compa-
red to Hong Kong) because he was diagnosed 
with the Asperger Syndrome - a mild autism 
spectrum disorder.

This is when and where irony and mythology 
find each other. In short, Jason led the Argo-
nauts in the quest for the Golden Fleece… he 
had to complete three tasks: to plow a field 
using fire-breathing oxen; to sow dragons’ tee-
th causing an army of stone warriors to appear 
(Medea told him to throw a rock into the army, 
and the soldiers not knowing who had thrown 
the rock killed each other); the third task was to 
take the Golden Fleece from a sleepless dra-
gon (a sleeping potion was enough).

As a final and worrying note, Regina Ip was 
“squeezed out” of the CE race and she later 
complained that the selection process was “too 
restrictive”. So meet Carrie Lam as the front 
runner, John Tsang as number two and ex-jud-
ge Woo Kwok-hung as a pan-democrat or ins-
pired by the old liberal. It is concerning that af-
ter Long-Established Tycoons, Civil Servants, 
Catholics, Academics, and Youth Activists, the 
law profession would be selected as surrogate 
for pan-democrats.

Rear Window
Severo Portela

pHilippines Soldiers 
have found the remains of a 
german hostage who was 
beheaded by Abu Sayyaf 
militants in the country’s 
south, vowing yesterday to 
rescue more than 30 other 
captives and crush the 
ransom-seeking extremists. 

soutH Korea said it 
would ensure Korean 
companies don’t face unfair 
trade measures in China, 
pushing back against 
pressure from Beijing over 
its decision to deploy a U.S. 
missile shield on its soil.

new ZealanD Prime 
Minister Bill english signaled 
he might adjust the nation’s 
immigration program and 
joined the global chorus 
of concern about the risk 
to trade from the Trump 
administration as he gears 
up for a September election. 
More on p12

russia A russian lawmaker 
has proposed an unorthodox 
solution to the country’s 
problems with football 
hooliganism ahead of next 
year’s World Cup — legalize 
it and make it a spectator 
sport. Igor lebedev, who sits 
in the russian parliament, 
was inspired by fighting 
that broke out between 
russian and english fans 
on the streets of Marseille 
during last year’s european 
Championship. More on p19

soMalia’s prime minister 
said on Saturday that 110 
people have died from 
hunger in the past 48 hours 
in a single region — the first 
death toll announced in a 
severe drought threatening 
millions of people across the 
country.

france Conservative 
presidential candidate 
Francois Fillon is urging his 
supporters not to “give up 
the fight” for the presidency 
despite corruption 
allegations dogging him.

nortHern irelanD’s 
biggest parties will open 
talks on reviving power 
sharing, after an election 
held in the shadow of Brexit 
and question marks over 
the province’s ability to 
govern itself. The Democratic 
Unionist Party won 28 seats 
in last week’s election, just 
one more than the nationalist 
Sinn Fein party. 

Eric Newcomer

An Uber Technologies 
Inc. program used to 

counteract government of-
ficials attempting to con-
duct “sting” operations is 
drawing scrutiny amid a 
flurry of scandals plaguing 
the ride-hailing company.

Uber said the effort is 
meant to enforce violations 
of its terms of service agree-
ment that customers accept 
when they sign up to use the 
app. The company said its 
prevention program, known 
as Violation of Terms of Ser-
vice or Greyball, can be used 
to block officials.

“This program denies ride 
requests to fraudulent users 
who are violating our terms 
of service—whether that’s 
people aiming to physically 
harm drivers, competitors 
looking to disrupt our ope-
rations, or opponents who 
collude with officials on se-
cret ‘stings’ meant to entrap 
drivers,” Uber said in an 
emailed statement.

The tool allows the San 
Francisco-based company 
to show enforcement offi-
cers worldwide a fake ver-
sion of its application in 
an effort to make it more 
difficult for authorities 
to apprehend potentially 
lawbreaking Uber drivers, 

according to the New York 
Times, which reported on 
Greyball earlier Friday.

Uber has been a near-
constant target of regulatory 
scrutiny since its inception 
in 2009. The Greyball pro-
gram has been in place for 
years. Bloomberg Busines-
sweek reported in 2015 on 
Uber’s contentious battle 
with officials in Portland, 
including that the company 
turned off the accounts of 
city staff during a sting ope-
ration.

However, Uber’s every 
move is under a microscope 
now that it’s grown into a 
behemoth valued at USD69 
billion. In the last few mon-
ths, the scandals have piled 
up. The company pulled a 
small fleet of self-driving 
cars off San Francisco roads 
in December after regula-
tors said it failed to apply 
for an autonomous driving 
license.

This year, it’s facing calls 

from customers to # Dele-
teUber, sexual harassment 
allegations, criticism from 
investors over the com-
pany’s response, reports of a 
toxic corporate culture, a hi-
gh-profile lawsuit from Al-
phabet Inc., the abrupt de-
parture of a new senior exe-
cutive over an undisclosed 
harassment claim from his 
previous job at Google and a 
tense argument Uber’s chief 
executive officer had with 
a driver that was caught 
on tape and published by 
Bloomberg.

Uber said Friday that Ed 
Baker, vice president of pro-
duct and growth, resigned 
and will be replaced by Da-
niel Graf as acting head of 
that department, reporting 
to the CEO. Recode repor-
ted that an employee told a 
board member that Baker 
was “making out” with a 
colleague at a company 
party. The former attorney 
general Eric Holder is hel-
ping investigate HR issues 
at Uber.

With controversy moun-
ting, Uber may be ready 
to take a more deferential 
tone with regulators. The 
company said last week it 
will play by the rules in Ca-
lifornia and fill out the pa-
perwork for an autonomous 
vehicle license. Bloomberg

Uber’s ‘Greyball’ draws ire 
for blocking gov’t stings 
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Families aim to raise USD15m 
to search for Flight 370  
The families of those 

onboard missing Malay-
sia Airlines Flight 370 laun-
ched efforts Saturday to rai-
se at least USD15 million to 
fund a private search as they 
marked the third anniversary 
of the plane’s disappearance.

Malaysia, Australia 
and China suspended a near-
ly three-year search in the 
southern Indian Ocean on 
Jan. 17 after it failed to find 
any trace of the plane. The 
jet disappeared March 8, 
2014, while flying from Kuala 
Lumpur to Beijing with 239 
people on board.

Jacquita Gomes, whose 
husband was a flight atten-
dant on the plane, said fami-
lies have no choice but to take 

matters into their own hands 
by raising the money.

“What happened to MH370 
is a mystery, but it should not 
go down in the history books 
as a mystery. Everybody 
wants answers,” Gomes said 
at a three-hour remembran-
ce event at a shopping mall 
near Kuala Lumpur.

Transport Minister Liow 
Tiong Lai said in a speech at 
the event that a final report 
with information and analy-
sis on what happened to the 
plane based on available data 
and evidence would be relea-
sed this year. He didn’t say 
when.

He said authorities would 
step up efforts to comb for 
plane debris along the Afri-

can coast. So far, Liow said, 
27 pieces of debris have been 
found, including two new 
pieces found off Africa about 
two weeks ago. He said that 
three pieces of debris have 
been confirmed to be from 
Flight 370, and that five 
more are “almost certain” to 
be from the plane.

Despite the suspension of 
the $160 million hunt for 
the plane, Liow said autho-
rities haven’t abandoned all 
efforts to locate the wrecka-
ge. He told reporters that an 
international team of experts 
in Australia is still studying 
whether an area north of the 
previous search area could 
be the plane’s final resting 
place. AP
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