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Iraq U.S.-backed Iraqi 
forces were fighting 
their way through a 
government complex 
in the heart of western 
Mosul after storming the 
buildings in an overnight 
raid, and were facing 
fierce counterattacks 
yesterday from the Islamic 
State group. Troops 
on the ground said the 
complex has not yet been 
fully secured and that 
they are battling a wave of 
intense IS counterattacks. 
More on p14

PhIlIPPInes The House of 
Representatives yesterday 
approved a bill to restore 
the death penalty by 
hanging, lethal injection 
or firing squad for drug 
offenses despite opposition 
from the influential Roman 
Catholic church and human 
rights groups.

ThaIland In a decision 
welcomed by rights 
groups, Thailand’s military 
yesterday withdrew criminal 
complaints against three 
human rights activists who 
issued a report alleging 
torture by security forces in 
the country’s insurgency-
plagued south.

russIa President Vladimir 
Putin yesterday pardoned 
a woman convicted of 
treason last year for 
sending text messages 
about military movements 
near Georgia’s breakaway 
republic.

WORLD BRIEFS

More on  backpage

PoRTuGal’S PublIC TV bRoadCaSTeR 

Old Macau featured in  
newly opened archives

gaming sector 
workers slightly down

us moves missile  
system to south korea 

at the end of the fourth 
quarter of 2016, the gaming 
sector had 55,794 full-time 
employees

u.S. equipment needed to set 
up a missile defense system 
arrived in South Korea. China 
quickly condemned the move  P2

macau 
represented 
at venice 
biennale

 P5

 P2  MDT REPORT

MGM unveils golden statue, announces 
Chinese name for Cotai property
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Paulo Barbosa, Renato Marques

The Portuguese public televi-
sion (RTP) is celebrating its 

60th anniversary this week and 
in celebration, it has made avai-
lable to the public many of its 
historical archives on the website 
“arquivos.rtp.pt”.

The archives include many re-
ferences to Macau’s historical 
moments, including several do-
cumentaries made in the early 
1970s in the territory, which was 
then under Portuguese adminis-
tration.

The rare films now available 

Lynzy Valles 

The Macau Museum 
of Art (MAM) will 

showcase an exhibi-
tion titled “A Bonsai of 
My Dreams – Works by 
Wong Cheng Pou” in the 
upcoming “57th Interna-
tional Art Exhibition – La 
Biennale Di Venezia” in 
Venice, Italy from May 13.

During this edition of 
the prestigious event, 
the Macau Pavilion will 
feature a total of 17 new 
works from the artist, 
which will be dismantled 
today and shipped to Ve-
nice by tomorrow. Set-up 
work will commence in 
mid-April.

The exhibits will mainly 
consist of three-dimen-
sional works, paintings 
and photographs.

The exhibition’s title, “A 
Bonsai of My Dreams”, 
indicates the intention 
of the artist to cultivate 
his personal dreams in 

Nomura foresees 
March GGR to 
grow 10-15 percent 
The Japanese financial services company, 
Nomura, in its latest report, estimated 
that daily gross gaming revenue (GGR) 
in the first five days of March was around 
MOP630 million, down 15 percent from 
the last week of February. The broker 
believed the higher ratio of weekend-to-
weekday days helped to lift GGR/day 
by about MOP30 million. The broker 
noted the assumption that the GGR/day 
is 50 percent higher on weekend days 
and, by extrapolating that for March, 
expected that March GGR would be up 
10-15 percent year-on-year. In the same 
document, the company  noted that in 
February, gaming revenue grew by 18 
percent, an amount higher than their 
estimations. Such an increase was mostly 
driven by the VIP market. 

Women’s Association 
against high LRT fines
A representative from the Women’s 
General Association of Macao expressed 
her disapproval of a proposal that sets 
fines from MOP400 to MOP5,000 
for passengers’ transport infractions 
committed on trips on the Macau Light 
Rail Transit (LRT). The amount set for 
some fines is said to be “too high,” which 
can create conflicts between common 
passengers and vulnerable groups. 
The proposed laws that will influence 
the operation of the LRT are currently 
under public consultation. For the time 
being, the Transportation Infrastructure 
Bureau (GIT) are gathering opinions 
so that they are able to make prudent 
changes to the final document. Such 
fines are set for special cases such as 
the transportation of pets and other 
animals, traveling without a valid ticket 
and where ineligible people occupy 
priority seats. 

Cape Verde - 
Macau cooperation 
enhanced by CCI
The bilateral cooperation between the 
Republic of Cape Verde and the MSAR 
in the field of Cultural and Creative 
Industries (CCI) is a priority in the 
relationship, and a topic for further 
exploration, said the Secretary for Social 
Affairs and Culture, Alexis Tam. Tam 
made this statement on Monday during a 
meeting at the government headquarters 
with the Minister of Culture and Creative 
Industries of Cape Verde, Abraão 
Vicente.  According to a government 
statement, Tam also noted that the task 
of increasing the bilateral cooperation 
is part of efforts to fully implement 
measures coming from the central 
government. The two officials noted that 
existing cooperation in areas like tourism 
and education has helped to further 
extend ties between the Republic of Cape 
Verde and the MSAR. 

The current gov’t headquarters in the 70s Cotai in 1971

Wong Cheng Pou

Newly released TV 
archives depict old Macau

make it possible to revisit the 
places and way of living of Ma-
canese society during the second 
half of the 20th century.

For example, the 25-minute TV 
documentary “Macau 70” depic-
ts the city in 1971. The documen-
tary by Adriano Nazareth shows 
quiet and slow city life just after 
the opening of the Hotel Lisboa 
and before the construction of 
the first link between the Penin-
sula and the island of Taipa (No-
bre de Carvalho Bridge). At that 
time in the territory, the textile 
industry was thriving; it was the 
main source of income for the 

region and employed a great per-
centage of the population.

It includes many picturesque 
images, which greatly contrast 
with the cityscape today. The 
images show that back in 1971 
there was minimal transit (ex-
cept bicycles and the omnipre-
sent rickshaws) or tourists in the 
Senado Square area. Macau was 
already known as a gambling 
hub, although scenes filmed insi-
de a casino show that the casinos 
then lacked the current sophis-
tication of today’s gaming facili-
ties.

Many people observed Chinese 

traditional customs, and Taipa 
remained undeveloped as it was 
only accessible by boat. Coloane 
appears unrecognizable, with a 
thriving fishing community and 
children walking around bare-
foot.  

RTP archives show many other 
moments linked to the history of 
Macau, such has the opening of 
the new facilities of the Conde de 
Sao Januario Hospital in 1974 
(made available without sound, 
since many of these archives 
consist of unedited material sto-
red on reels for decades) or the 
1987 signage of the Sino-Portu-
guese Joint Declaration on the 
question of Macau. 

Moving forward, we find at 
the end of the 1980s and ear-
ly 1990s reports on the process 
of the handover. The footage of 
Macau goes all the way to 2008 
with a special highlight for the 
year of 1999 (year of the hando-
ver) where we can find a series 
of documentaries that attempt to 
portray the 500 years of history 
of the Portuguese in the region 
and its centenary relations with 
China. 

The controversial corruption 
case involving Macau governor 
Carlos Melancia and a 1998 visit 
to the city by the current U.N. Se-
cretary General Antonio Guter-
res are also depicted.

The website includes radio 
recordings starting from the 
1930s and TV images from 1956 
onwards. To access the local con-
tent enter keyword “Macau” in 
the website search bar. 

aRTS

Wong represents MSAR 
at Venice Biennale
bonsai, similar to ancient 
Chinese literati planting 
miniatures in small pots.

His artworks, which 
have been exhibited at 
MAM, include figures ins-
pired by deities described 
in the ancient Chinese 
classic “Shan Hai Jing,” 
which translates to “the 
classic of mountains and 
seas.”

The Chinese classic is 
a source of information 
about the religion, history, 
geography and species of 
ancient China – reflecting 
the worldview that prevai-
led in China two millennia 
ago.

Speaking on the side-
lines of the event, Wong 
told the press that he was 

only given ten weeks to 
finish the artworks and 
sculptures. He also noted 
that the idea of the exhibi-
tion’s theme started a long 
time ago, and was chosen 
exclusively from his sket-
ches that were drawn over 
a period of years.

Wong admitted that he 
could not create more 
art pieces given the cons-
traints in the exhibition 

room allocated in the in-
ternational art exhibition 
in Venice. 

The artist, who is also a 
columnist, will showcase 
selected works on his ob-
servations and thoughts 
about the territory. “It’s 
a little bit of expression 
about my personal feelin-
gs on the development of 
Macau. The space [that] 
we can move is getting 

more tense and narrow, 
which is just like a little 
garden,” the artist explai-
ned. 

When questioned about 
his expectations for his 
first exhibition in Italy, 
the artist just hoped that 
the audience would have 
“a very natural connec-
tion to an oriental artist.”

“I enjoyed making the 
works. I hope I can share 
the feeling of these things 
[with the audience],” he 
said.

MAM director Chan 
Hou Seng said that the 
budget for the exhibition 
is some MOP3 million, 15 
percent less compared to 
last year.

Chan also claimed that 
the art museum saw an 
increase of 30 percent in 
its visitors in the first two 
months of the year com-
pared to the same period 
last year and attributed 
the increase to the exhibi-
tion’s free admission.  
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To celebrate International Women’s Day, 
the exhibition “28+28 | 28 female artis-

ts+28” will be inaugurated today at Albergue 
SCM.

Organized by Albergue SCM and co-orga-
nized with Galeria 57 Macau, the exhibition 
brings together 28 original art works by 28 
different female artists from nine Portugue-
se-speaking countries.

The featured artists are based in Macau, 
Portugal, Angola, Brazil, Cape Verde, Guinea-
Bissau, Mozambique, São Tome and Principe 
and East Timor. 

According to Albergue SCM, this will be the 
second time it has organized an exhibition of 
this nature. 

The artworks on display encompass diffe-
rent styles and themes, a testimony to wo-
men’s significance and contribution to con-
temporary art. 

The exhibition is also a tool to promote the 
dialogue between artists with diverse cultural 
roots. The dialogue, which is embedded in the 
past of Macau, is one of the foundations for 
its projection into the future, according to a 
statement by the cultural and creative space. 

Although the celebration of International 
Women’s Day spans over one century, the 
date gained wider international recognition 
in 1977. 

The celebration reminds attendees that pro-
moting gender equality and eliminating all 
forms of discrimination against women is still 
an ongoing struggle.

The exhibition will be open to the public un-
til April 16.

Art exhibition 
to celebrate 
Women’s Day 

Renato Marques
 

There are no plans 
to implement Chi-
na’s new border 
control measures 

for foreigners crossing main-
land borders with Macau in 
the near future, the Public 
Security Police Force (PSP) 
revealed.

On February 7, China an-
nounced that it would start 
collecting and storing the 

No plans to implement new 
border control measures

fingerprints of foreigners en-
tering the country via some 
of its borders, including the 
Bao’an International Airport 
in Shenzhen.

The measure applies to all 
foreigners aged between 14 
and 70 when entering China, 
except for those holding di-
plomatic passports or under 
reciprocal conditions.

The PSP informed the Ti-
mes that since “fingerprint 
collection recipients do not 

involve Macau residents of 
Chinese nationality, and sin-
ce the first experimental ci-
ties did not include mainland 
border checkpoints that are 
intimately connected with 
Macau, the Migration De-
partment of [China’s] Minis-
try of Public Security (MPS) 
haven’t, for the time being, 
notified the Macau SAR go-
vernment on the matter.”

The PSP added that when 
or if such measures are im-

plemented, the Macau au-
thorities will be notified in 
advance, citing the close 
communication and coope-
ration between Zhuhai and 
Macau authorities in this 
field.

The measure has been en-
forced in Shenzhen since 
February 10 and at the inter-
national airports of Tianjin 
Binhai, Xiamen Gaoqi and 
Urumqi since February 28, 
according to information 
from the MPS and the PSP.

Both authorities stated that 
“the border control bodies 
of China will adopt effec-
tive measures to improve 
the efficiency in border che-
ckpoint processing in order 
to grant normal entry and 
exit” and that the implemen-
tation of these procedures 
are not expected to cause 
major delays.

According to MPS, the col-
lection of foreigners’ bio-
metric data is a “measure of 
reinforcement in migration 
management” and similar 
measures “have been im-
plemented by several coun-
tries.”
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MGM unveiled its golden 
lion statue at MGM Cotai 

yesterday, with the announce-
ment of the integrated resort’s 
name in Chinese “Mei Si Mei 
Gou Mui”美獅美高梅, mea-
ning “Beautiful Lion, Beautiful 
MGM.” The ceremony was offi-
ciated by Pansy Ho, co-chair-
person and executive director 
of MGM China Holdings Limi-
ted, as well as MGM’s team of 
senior executives. 

“This gold-gilded lion statue 
reveals our passion and de-
dication for MGM Cotai and 
its significance. Our gratitu-
de and appreciation goes to 
everyone who has contribu-
ted in bringing this statue to 
life over the last three years,” 
said Pansy Ho “With promi-
nent presence in Macau, the 

Grant Bowie, chief 
executive officer and 

executive director of MGM 
China, declared that yes-
terday’s unveiling cere-
mony marks a milestone 
for MGM Cotai. In an 
email interview with the 
Times, Bowie talks about 
the ongoing recruitment 
campaign for the new pro-
perty and also on the ga-
ming revenue rebound. 

Macau Daily times 
(MDt) - What is your 
impression of the new 
lion statue?

Grant Bowie (GB) - 
Pride!  I am personally 
proud of the accomplish-
ments we have reached at 
MGM Cotai and unveiling 
the company’s first lion 
to be gilt in 24-karat gold 
signifies the importance of 
this new property.  More 
importantly pride in the 
sense that the lion repre-
sents the pride or the team 
behind this company and 
the MGM employees are 
the ones who have delive-
red the company’s growth 
allowing us to reach this 
special milestone.

MDt - the statue is 
set to become an iconic 
element of MGM Co-
tai. Can you describe 
other elements in the 
new property that will 
stand out?

GB - Well there are still 
many secrets left to be un-
veiled at MGM Cotai, but I 
can give you a few highligh-
ts.  MGM Macau is a luxury 
property that represents a 
more traditional luxury… 
its architecture is classic 
with an ode to Portuguese 

Grant Bowie and Pansy Ho (center)

MGM unveils lion statue, announces 
Chinese name for Cotai property

two properties of MGM each 
possesses distinctive charac-
teristics strategically put in 
place to enhance the city’s di-
versified non-gaming offerings 
in broadening its economic di-
versification while positioning 
Macau as a world leisure and 
tourism destination,” she con-

 
The two 
properties of 
MGM each 
possesses 
distinctive 
characteristics.

PANSY Ho

tinued. 
According to a press release 

issued yesterday by the gaming 
operator, the new golden statue 
“provides an iconic entrance to 
MGM Cotai” and constitutes “a 
testament to MGM’s legacy in 
artistry and entertainment.”

The lion statue, MGM’s em-
blem, stands at 11 meters in 
height and weighs 38 tons, and 
is the first MGM lion statue 
to be gilded in 24-karat gold 
with the use of approximately 
32,000 sheets of gold foil. The 
lion sits adjacent to the new re-
sort’s North entrance.

MGM stated its hope that the 
statue will become “an impor-
tant landmark attraction to all 
visitors and a signature icon of 
Macau to greet visitors from 
around the globe.”

Q&A GRanT bowIe
MGM CHIna’S Ceo and exeCuTIVe dIReCToR

‘A market that is expanding on new and 
diverse offerings is what we want to see’

culture in its Grande Praca 
for example, it’s dining of-
ferings are tailored to high 
quality amenities and skill 
combined with authentic 
ingredients and recipes, 
etc.  MGM Cotai will reflect 
the same attention to detail 
and best in class amenities 
and service that all MGM 
customers have grown to 
expect.  However, it is re-
presented in a very contem-
porary way.  At MGM Cotai 
we are all about innovation 
and creating extraordinary 
experiences.  We are not 
developing anything that 
we have done as a company 
anywhere else in the world.  
The architecture is modern, 

KPF designed the building, 
this is the same architectu-
ral firm who designed the 
ICC in Hong Kong and is 
award-winning for iconic 
modern architecture. [In 
terms of] Food and Bevera-
ge, we set out years ago to 
find up and coming chefs 
from around the world to 
bring a new culinary scene 
to Macau. […] MGM Cotai 
is almost twice as big as 
MGM Macau which allows 
us the space to show off 
what the MGM brand is 
known for globally… en-
tertainment!  We have a 
lot more to share on this 
over time, but we will have 
a resident show in our sta-

te of the art theater which 
is dynamic and can adjust 
to host all kinds of events.  
Also our ‘Spectacle’… whi-
ch is the size of a football 
field and I believe will even-
tually become a must see 
destination for Macau visi-
tors, wowing everyone who 
walks through our doors.

MDt - MGM Cotai 
is scheduled to open 
in the second half of 
2017. With its opening, 
MGM’s staff is expec-
ted to double to over 
11,000 employees. Do 
you expect to launch a 
recruitment campaign 
for the new property? 
When?

GB - Our recruitment 
campaign has already com-
menced.  It began in the 
fall of 2016 and we have 
already offered jobs to over 
1,000 local employees in 
the area of Facilities Mana-
gement, Security and Hotel 
operations. We have con-
ducted four off-site career 
fairs jointly organized with 
local associations and more 
recruitment events will be 
organized in the coming 
months with other posi-
tions and opportunities.  
We will continue our hiring 
and training program as 
we prepare for the opening 
of MGM Cotai.  This is such 
a great opportunity for Ma-

cau locals to be a part of a 
world class integrated re-
sort company.  We are very 
focused on creating oppor-
tunities for those who want 
to learn more.  We offered 
almost 270,000 training 
hours for our staff in 2016 
and continue to promote 
and transfer from within 
to build a more local ma-
nagement team with over 
80 percent of our manage-
ment being local already. 

MDt - You stated pre-
viously that 40 percent 
of the current staff 
from MGM Macau will 
be transferred to MGM 
Cotai. What is the ob-
jective of this move?

GB - From the beginning, 
we are very clear that we 
will be operating two pro-
perties under “One com-
pany, One culture.” MGM 
Cotai provides us with a 
great opportunity to repli-
cate our success at MGM 
Macau through our expe-
rienced staff. From a hu-
man resource perspective, 
our Cotai opening offers 
substantial staff develop-
mental opportunities for 
both of our properties. 
Many of our staff will be 
able to take on newer or bi-
gger challenges at either of 
our properties. Those (40 
percent and more) trans-
ferred or promoted to work 

at our Cotai property will 
help inject our MGM DNA 
and help build a consistent 
service culture that focu-
ses on great employee and 
customer experience. All in 
all, our commitment to de-
veloping local talent since 
our opening is further con-
solidated with the opening 
of Cotai as many of these 
critical positions will be 
helmed by our local staff.

 
MDt - Macau’s ga-

ming revenue hit a two- 
year high in February 
and the VIP sector is 
rebounding. Do you 
see this upward trend 
continuing through the 
year?

GB - It is great to see 
growth in the Macau ga-
ming market again. I be-
lieve on a year over year 
basis the new casinos that 
opened in 2016 will help 
to grow the market in 2017 
and that we will continue to 
see some growth.  Perhaps 
not at the same magnitude 
as February, but a market 
that is expanding on new 
and diverse offerings is 
exactly what we want to 
see as we prepare for the 
opening of MGM Cotai. We 
are also very focused on 
growing our mass business 
both in Macau and particu-
larly at Cotai when we ex-
pand. PB
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At the end of the four-
th quarter of 2016, 

the Gaming Sector had 
55,794 full-time em-
ployees, down by 0.8 per-
cent year-on-year, of whi-
ch the number of dealers 
dropped by 2.4 percent to 
24,039.

The survey results con-
ducted by the Statisti-
cs and Census Service 
(DSEC)  indicates that 

North Korea barred 
Malaysians from exi-

ting its borders and Malay-
sia followed suit yesterday, 
turning ordinary citizens 
into pawns in the diplo-
matic battle surrounding 
the investigation into the 
bizarre death of North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong Un’s 
half brother.

The tit-for-tat directives 
come as relations between 
the two countries disinte-
grate over the poisoning of 
Kim Jong Nam in a crow-
ded airport terminal in 
Kuala Lumpur on Feb. 13.

“This is way out of nor-
mal diplomatic practice,” 
Lalit Mansingh, a New 
Delhi-based scholar and 
longtime top Indian diplo-
mat, said of North Korea’s 
decision. He could not re-
call anything similar in re-
cent years, where so many 
everyday citizens were pul-
led into a diplomatic stan-
doff.

CPPCC delegate 
proposes draft 
history textbook
 
Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference (CPPCC) 
Macau delegate, Lei Pui Lam, has 
suggested that mainland China 
should help Macau in drafting a 
history textbook for the region, 
according to a report by Macao 
Daily News. Many of Macau’s 
schools use Hong Kong or Taiwan 
published textbooks, which is 
the main reason behind Lei’s 
proposal. Lei says that many 
teachers in Macau’s schools do 
not have sufficient knowledge 
of Chinese history because they 
received a western, Hong Kong or 
Taiwan-based education. 

Delegates want 
tourists with 
civic behavior 
 
Seven of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative 
Conference (CPPCC) Macau 
delegates, proposed, in Beijing, 
that mainland authorities should 
enhance the promotion of civic 
tourism behaviors. The proposal 
was aimed in particular towards 
mainland tourists who travel 
abroad. The delegates hope that 
an enhanced promotion of pro-
social behaviors can reduce the 
negative influence caused by a 
minority of mainland tourists.  
They also suggested that China 
should add concepts of civic 
tourism behavior and aspects 
of other counties’ culture into 
China’s primary and middle 
school textbooks. They  hope 
that the mainland can enhance 
its supervision of travel 
agencies. 

Lok Kok 
Restaurant to be 
restored
 
The former Lok Kok Restaurant, 
which is listed as a heritage site, 
will have its appearance restored 
in accordance with the building’s 
original look, the Cultural Affairs 
Bureau (IC) revealed recently. 
Constructed in the 1940s, the 
interior of the building collapsed 
and its walls are the only features 
which remain today. The head 
of the Department of Cultural 
Heritage of the IC, Leong Wai 
Man, said that the building 
located at Rua 5 de Outubro has 
been abandoned for more than 
ten years.  Lok Kok Restaurant is 
listed by MSAR government as a 
Classified Immovable Property 
in the category of Buildings 
of Architectural Interest. IC 
president Leong Hio Ming 
revealed that the IC requested 
the building’s owner to restore 
the building according to its 
original features, which the owner 
agreed to. Leong informed that 
once the Lands, Public Works, 
and Transport Bureau (DSSOPT) 
approve the restoration plan, 
DSSOPT will start the restoration 
works.

nPC

Zhang affirms China has last 
word on CE appointment 

ZhanG Dejiang, chairman 
of the Standing Committee of 

China’s National People’s Congress 
(NPC), has said that the central go-
vernment attaches great importance 
to the elections due to be held this 
year in Hong Kong and Macau, as 
the results will affect the SARs’ pros-
perity and stability. 

According to Chinese press, Zhang 
pointed out that the central gover-
nment hopes that Hong Kong’s 
Chief Executive election unfolds 
smoothly towards the election of a 
patriotic Chief Executive (CE) who 
loves Hong Kong and is trusted by 
the central government, as well as 
being capable of governance and of 
drawing the support of the Hong 

Kong people. 
While expressing his wish to the 

6th Macau’s Legislative Assembly 
(AL) election, Zhang hoped that the 
AL could sustain Macau’s stability 
and defend the SAR government’s 
decision so that they could be imple-
mented effectively and in accordan-
ce with the law. 

According to a Chinese report, 
Zhang Dejiang, in a remark about 
the upcoming Hong Kong CE elec-
tion, said that the central govern-
ment has absolute appointment ri-
ghts over the CE.

Zhang also remarked that the cen-
tral government has higher require-
ments of the CE, compared to other 
lower level government officials. 

Gaming sector employees slightly down 
average earnings (ex-
cluding bonuses) of full-
time employees in the 
gaming sector stood at 
MOP21,990 by year-end, 
up by 1.7 percent year-on
-year.

Average earnings of 
dealers increased by 0.3 
percent, at MOP18,840.

Job vacancies totaled 
555 at the end of the four-
th quarter of 2016, up by 

93 year-on-year. Most 
of the vacancies were for 
clerks and service & sales 
workers.

In terms of recruitment 
prerequisites, 30.3 per-
cent of the vacancies re-
quired work experience 
and 85.2 percent required 
senior secondary educa-
tion or lower.

Requirement for know-
ledge of Mandarin and 

English stood at 94.8 per-
cent and 43.6 percent res-
pectively.

In last year’s fourth 
quarter, a total of 662 new 
employees were hired, 
a substantial increase of 
76.1 percent from 376 in 
the same quarter of 2015.

The employee recruit-
ment rate (1.2 percent) 
and the job vacancy rate 
(1 percent) increased sli-

ghtly by 0.5 and 0.2 per-
centage points year-on- 
year respectively.

Employee turnover rate 
(1.4 percent) also fell sli-
ghtly by 0.4 percentage 
points. 

DSEC noted that these 
indicators suggested that 
the human resource situa-
tion of the Gaming Sector 
was relatively stable in 
this quarter.

KIM JonG naM MuRdeR

North Korea, Malaysia ban each 
other’s citizens from leaving 

Although there is 
growing speculation that 
North Korea orchestra-
ted the attack, Malaysia 
has never directly accused 
Pyongyang. Still, North 
Korea has slammed the in-
vestigation as flawed and 
called into question Ma-
laysia’s autopsy report that 
found VX nerve agent — a 
banned chemical weapon 
— killed Kim.

The North’s official Ko-
rean Central News Agency 
said yesterday that Pyon-
gyang was banning Ma-
laysians from leaving the 
country “until the safety of 
the diplomats and citizens 
of [North Korea] in Ma-
laysia is fully guaranteed 
through the fair settlement 
of the case that occurred in 
Malaysia.”

Malaysia is looking for 
seven North Korean sus-
pects. Three of them, in-
cluding an official at the 
North Korean Embassy, 

are believed to still be in 
Malaysia. Khalid Abu 
Bakar, Malaysia’s national 
police chief, said the three 
are probably holed up insi-
de the embassy.

“We will not raid the em-
bassy,” Khalid said. “[...] 
We will wait. We will wait, 
and if it takes five years we 
will wait outside. Definitely 
somebody will come out.”

Soon after North Korea 
announced its travel ban, 
Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter Najib Razak issued a 
strong condemnation and 
said he was barring North 
Koreans from leaving.

“This abhorrent act, ef-
fectively holding our ci-
tizens hostage, is in total 
disregard of all interna-
tional law and diplomatic 
norms,” Najib said in a 
statement. “I have also ins-
tructed the Inspector Ge-
neral of Police to prevent 
all North Korean citizens 
in Malaysia from leaving 

the country until we are 
assured of the safety and 
security of all Malaysians 
in North Korea,” he said.

Malaysian officials had 
initially said the ban would 
affect only North Korean 
Embassy staff and officials, 
but later expanded it to in-
clude all North Koreans. 
Police briefly cordoned off 
access to the embassy.

About 1,000 North Ko-
reans are believed to be 
working in Malaysia. Be-
fore diplomatic ties broke 
down, Malaysia had been 
one of the few places in 
the world where North Ko-
reans could travel without 
a visa. As a result, for years 
it’s been a quiet destination 
for North Koreans looking 
for jobs, schools and busi-
ness deals.

Malaysia’s finding that 
the nerve agent VX killed 

Kim boosted speculation 
that North Korea was 
behind the attack. Experts 
say the oily poison was al-
most certainly produced in 
a sophisticated state wea-
pons laboratory, and Nor-
th Korea is widely believed 
to possess large quantities 
of chemical weapons, in-
cluding VX.

North Korea has not ack-
nowledged that the vic-
tim is Kim Jong Nam or a 
relative of Kim Jong Un. 
Instead, it refers to him 
as Kim Chol, the name on 
the diplomatic passport he 
was carrying when he died.

Custody of the body has 
become a flashpoint. Ma-
laysia says it needs to con-
duct DNA tests to formally 
identify the body, but Nor-
th Korea says it has no ri-
ght to keep the body of a 
North Korean citizen. AP

Macau CPPCC delegate Leong 
Sio Pui stated that Zhang Deijiang 
hopes the people of Macau will 
elect leaders from associations 
that act on a principle of “loving 
the country and Macau,” to ensure 
that the AL consists of a patriotic 
majority. 

On Monday morning, Zhang 
Dejiang joined a panel discussion 
with Macau’s CPPCC delegates. 
Zhang encouraged Macau to take 
the initiative to participate in the 
administration of national affairs. 

Macau delegate Lao Ngai Leong 
commented on the meeting with 
Zhang, saying that despite the 
Macau delegation being small, 
its speech was built on high stan-
dards. 

According to delegate José Chui, 
the members of Macau CPPCC will 
file a minimum of 60 proposals in 
Beijing, hoping that the central go-
vernment can solve some of the is-
sues in Macau, such as improving 
its elderly care services. Zhang Dejiang
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Police officers guard outside the North Korean Embassy in Kuala Lumpur
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 For the 44 
cities compared, 
new York topped 
the list, followed 
by Hong Kong

MaCau is the second most ex-
pensive region in Asia for cons-

truction, a report by design and ar-
chitecture consultancy firm, Arcadis, 
concluded in its annual survey results 
published this week.

The reason for the high relative cos-
ts is a shortage of available land partly 
due to large casino projects that are 
currently under construction. Howe-
ver, the ability of Macau to easily im-
port foreign construction workers, 
unlike in Hong Kong, helps to reduce 
the impact of labor costs in the cons-
truction industry.

Jeff Wong, a national director for 
capital markets at Jones Lang LaSalle 
Macau, said yesterday that construc-
tion are costs are only one component 
of three factors largely deciding resi-
dential house prices.

“A developer looks at three things 
when setting the residential price,” he 
told the Times, “the cost of the land, 
the cost of development [construction] 
and the profit they expect to make.”

The Arcadis report compares the re-
lative construction costs in 44 of the 
world’s major cities, with the theme of 
“Cost Certainty in an Uncertain Wor-
ld.” The assessment takes into account 
developments such as product quality, 
supply chain and cost differential fac-
tors specific to each city, according to a 
summary posted by the firm.

Hong Kong is the most expensive city 
in Asia and the second most expensive 
internationally to build in due to the 
shortage of labor in the construction 
industry.

“Hong Kong markets are stabilizing 
at peak levels of activity, which have 
seen projects affected by significant re-
sourcing challenges,” noted the report. 
“While big projects such as the Zhuhai- 
Macau bridge link and the Guangzhou

Joe McDonald, Beijing 

ChIna is violating its 
free-trade pledges by 

pressing foreign makers 
of electric cars and other 
goods to share technology 
under an industry develo-
pment plan that is likely to 
shrink access to its markets, 
a business group said yes-
terday.

The report by the Euro-
pean Union Chamber of 
Commerce adds to moun-
ting complaints Beijing 
improperly shields its fled-
gling developers of robotics, 
software and other techno-
logy from competition.

Technology is a growing 
flashpoint in trade tensions 
with Washington and Eu-
rope, which worry their 
competitive edge is eroding 
as Beijing buys or develops 
skills in semiconductors, 
renewable energy and other 
fields.

European companies ex-
press frustration Chinese 
enterprises have been per-
mitted to acquire technolo-
gy leaders such as German 
robot maker Kuka while 
most of China’sassets are 
off-limits to foreign buyers. 
In December, Germany blo-
cked the Chinese purchase 
of a chipmaker, Aixtron, af-
ter Washington objected on 
security grounds.

The European chamber 
warned tactics Beijing is 
using to carry out its “Chi-
naManufacturing 2025” 
initiative might inflame 
sentiments in Europe and 
the United States in favor of 
trade controls.

The plan calls for Chi-
na to be able to supply its 
own high-tech components 
by 2020 and materials by 

corporate bits

Sands Macao chef Patrick Li Hing 
Cheung was part of the winning 
Macau team that took first place in 
The 44th International Snow Sculp-
ture Contest 2017, held last month 
as part of The 68th Sapporo Snow 
Festival in Japan.

Competing against 10 other teams 
from around the world, the Macau 
team took the top spot. The Macau 
team was comprised of Chef Li and 
teammates Perry Yuen Kam Hung 
and Tam Kuong Wu, all three of 
whom are members of the Macau 

sands chef part of winning team in 
sculpture contest

Culinary Association.
According to Sands China’s sta-

tement, their completed sculpture, 
“Crane Dance in Spring,” edged out 
last year’s winner Latvia to take first 
place in the friendly competition.

Back in November, the Macau 
Government Tourism Office invited 
a team of snow carvers from the 
Macau Culinary Association to re-
present Macau again in this year’s 
competition, having also done so the 
previous year. Last year the Macau 
team was the contest’s runner-up.

Grand Lapa will host 
an open-mic session 
on March 14, titled 
“Music x Poetry Jam 
@ Vasco” for the se-
cond year at its bar 
and lounge.

Jointly organized by 
The Script Road – Ma-
cau Literary Festival 
and JAM Music, this 
event will adopt the 
“open-mic” concept (in 
which everyone is gi-
ven the opportunity to 
perform onstage) from 
western countries. 

According to a press 
release issued by the 
hotel, the performan-
ce could be in any 
language from any 

grand lapa to hold ‘music x 
poetry’ night

culture, and consist 
of a solo performer or 
band, instrumental or 
acoustic music, and 
traditional poetry or 
spoken word reading, 
as long as the content 
is appropriate and ac-
ceptable. 

The three-hour ex-
perience starts at 9 
p.m. with the perfor-
mance changing from 
music to poetry until 
midnight. 

The night will kick off 
with the performance 
“White and Red” by 
DEMO – a theatre and 
performance group, 
followed by resident 
musicians.

Online luxury retailer Yoox Net-a- 
Porter said it’s developing technology 
that will allow well-to-do customers to 
buy products directly through What-
sApp as the e-commerce market for 
Prada and Versace goods becomes 
more competitive.

Yoox Net-a-Porter’s personal sho-
ppers already communicate with top 
clients via the text-messaging service, 
and the Milan-based company plans 
to expand its use of the mobile app, 
Chief Executive Officer Federico Mar-
chetti said in an interview in London.

By becoming one of the first com-
panies to use WhatsApp to sell directly 
to customers, Yoox Net-a-Porter is 
seeking a leg up on competitors like 
Farfetch and luxury brands’ own si-
tes. Less than two years after leaving 
the company, Net-a-Porter founder Na-
talie Massanet announced last week 
that she’s joining Farfetch’s board, re-

whatsapp joins arsenal of online luxury 

newing her rivalry with Marchetti, who 
created Yoox and orchestrated the 
2015 merger that created YNAP.

So far the fashion industry has been 
slow to capitalize on the opportunity 
of messaging. In China, the WeChat 
app has more than 700 million users - 
many of whom have their bank ac-
counts linked to the service. While 92 
percent of global luxury brands use 
WeChat for marketing, only a small 
proportion of them sell directly through 
the app, according to digital resear-
cher L2.

Federico Marchetti

Macau construction 2nd 
most expensive in Asia

-Shenzhen High Speed Rail link are 
well advances, new programs […] are 
expected to sustain workload at cur-
rent levels.”

“Hong Kong’s residential, hospitali-
ty and commerce markets depend on 
mainland demand, which so far has 
been sustained,” it continued, much 
the same as in Macau.

Macau ranks as the second most ex-
pensive in the Asia region and the fifth 
in the world, according to the Arcadis 
report, with its position unchanged 
from last year’s ranking.

For the 44 cities compared, New 
York topped the list, followed by Hong 
Kong (2), Geneva (3), Central London 
(4) and Macau (5).

Other Asian cities also scored high on 
the international ranking, including 
Doha (11), Singapore (15) and Tokyo 
(17). Further down the list was Shan-
ghai (35) and Taipei (40), the only 
other Chinese cities to be covered in 
the assessment.

Separately, the report ranked 10 of 
the highest value construction projects 
in 2017, with China’s “One Belt, One 
Road” initiative taking the top spot at 
approximately USD150 billion. 

The developments of both Beijing 
Daxing International Airport and 
Chengdu Tianfu International Airport 
also made the list in positions 9 and 10 
respectively. DB

A Morning Wind electric car from 
Chinese automaker Venucia 

Business group: China tech 
plan threat to foreign firms 

2025 in 10 industries from 
information technology and 
aerospace to pharmaceu-
ticals. A broad outline was 
issued in 2015 and officials 
have been gradually relea-
sing details.

Suppliers of electric cars 
and other goods are under 
pressure to hand over tech-
nology in violation of Bei-
jing’s World Trade Orga-
nization commitments, the 
European chamber said. It 
said that also contradicts 
the ruling Communist Par-
ty’s repeated promises of 
equal treatment and to give 
market forces a bigger role 
in the state-dominated eco-
nomy.

That strategy “is in fact a 
large-scale import substitu-
tion plan aimed at nationa-
lizing key industries, or at 
least severely curtailing the 
position of foreign business 
in them,” the chamber said.

In a possible response to 
such criticism, China’s top 
economic official, Premier 
Li Keqiang, promised in 
a speech Sunday foreign 
companies would receive 
“equal treatment” under 
the manufacturing plan. He 
gave no details.

Foreign suppliers of tech-
nology from X-ray scanners 
to wind turbines to bank 
security software complain 
they face growing official 
obstacles to making sales 

inChina. Those range from 
controls based on national 
security concerns foreign 
suppliers say might be exa-
ggerated to procurement 
rules that encourage hospi-
tals and other customers to 
favor Chinese suppliers.

Beijing has clashed re-
peatedly with Washington 
and Europe since the 1990s 
over its efforts to induce 
foreign companies to hand 
over encryption and other 
technology.

In November, Chinese le-
gislators approved a cyber-
security law business groups 
warned would hamper ac-
cess to technology markets. 
They said a provision requi-
ring security technology to 
be “secure and controllable” 
might require providers to 
disclose how products work, 
raising the risk trade secrets 
might be leaked.

In electric cars, where 
Beijing sees major oppor-
tunities, the manufacturing 
plan says two of the top 
10 global brands by 2025 
should be Chinese, the 
European chamber said. 
It said that rules out joint 
ventures created by foreign 
companies with Chinese 
partners.

The chamber appealed to 
Chinese leaders to discard 
quotas and other controls 
and focus instead on encou-
raging basic research and 
improving their manufac-
turing base.

“Perfecting the market 
would do far more to ensu-
re that China reaches its full 
potential for economic de-
velopment and innovation 
than more old-school, ex-
pensive industrial planning 
ever could,” the chamber 
said. AP
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oChIna’s finance mi-
nister yesterday re-

jected accusations that 
the country is keeping 
its defense budget un-
der wraps after the figu-
re was omitted from an 
annual report released 
to the media.

The defense budget 
and budgets for foreign 
affairs and domestic se-
curity had been included 
in a draft submitted to 
members of China’s ru-

Chinese Finance Minister Xiao Jie at a press conference on the 
sideline of the National People’s Congress at the media center in 
Beijing, yesterday

Government rejects accusations keeping defense budget under wraps 

bberstamp parliament, 
Xiao said at a press con-
ference on the margins 
of the annual 10-day le-
gislative session.

“Let me be very clear, 
there is no such thing as 
opacity in China’s mi-
litary spending,” ‘’We 
made some new changes 
in the way we compiled 
the files,” he said, wi-
thout giving any details 
on why the figures had 
not been publicly relea-

sed.
A finance ministry of-

ficial earlier this week 
told The Associated 
Press that the budget 
was rising 7 percent 
to 1.044 trillion yuan 
(USD151 billion) this 
year, pushing it to its 
highest level ever, even 
while the rate of econo-
mic growth slows to its 
lowest this century.

The U.S. and others 
have routinely asked 

China to be more for-
thcoming about the 
goals of its ambitious 
military modernization 
program, under which 
the budget has grown by 
double-digit percenta-
ges for most of the past 
two decades.

China now has the 
world’s second-largest 
defense budget, althou-
gh it totals less than a 
quarter of what the U.S. 
spends. AP

Christopher Bodeen, Beijing

ChIna’s announcement of 
a 7 percent rise in military 

spending for the year came 
shortly after President Donald 
Trump called for a 10 percent 
increase in America’s defense 
budget, prompting renewed 
scrutiny of how the two coun-
tries’ capabilities compare.

While the U.S. military re-
mains the dominant force in 
Asia and the world, China has 
been moving from quantity to 
quality and is catching up qui-
ckly in equipment, organization 
and capability, and is increa-
singly able to project power 
far from its shores. Rapid eco-
nomic growth, lavish spending 
and a desire to regain China’s 
historical role as East Asia’s 

Chinese military vehicles carrying DF-21D anti-ship ballistic missiles, potentially capable of sinking a U.S. Nimitz-class aircraft 
carrier in a single strike, drive past Tiananmen Gate during a military parade

MIGHTY FoRCeS

US military remains dominant 
in Asia, but China is rising 

leading power are helping drive 
the moves.

Below is a comparison of the 
present state of the two milita-
ries, based on figures found in 
recent U.S. government resear-
ch on China’s capabilities and 
information from defense think 
tanks and government websi-
tes. Some figures are estimates 
or approximations.

the BIG PICture — Chi-
na’s People’s Liberation Army 
has a total of 2.3 million per-
sonnel under arms, constituting 
the world’s largest standing mi-
litary. It provides only partial 
information about its order of 
battle, the PLA’s mission and 
future plans, although outside 
analysts have produced detai-
led estimates. U.S. troop stren-

gth varies depending on need, 
but as of Jan. 31, there were 1.4 
million active service members 
spread throughout the services.

BuDGets — China announ-
ced this week that defense spen-
ding would rise by 7 percent 
this year to 1.044 trillion yuan 
(USD151 billion). While China 
has the world’s second-largest 
defense budget, it’s just a frac-
tion of what the U.S. spends, 
even if analysts’ estimates of 
hidden additional spending are 
taken into account. Trump’s 
request for an additional $54 
billion in spending would bring 
the U.S. defense budget to a 
record $603 billion, and that’s 
before including tens of billions 
of dollars for overseas military 
operations. If approved, the 

increase would mean the U.S. 
was spending 3.4 percent of its 
gross domestic product on de-
fense, up from 3.2 percent of 
GDP last year. China says its 
budget this year would equal 
1.3 percent of GDP.

GrounD ForCes — 
Owing to the PLA’s origins as 
a guerrilla army and former 
tensions along its land border 
with Russia, the ground forces 
continue to dominate, with 1.6 
million personnel and a weigh-
ty emphasis on armored vehi-
cles (9,150) and heavy artillery 
(6,246). The U.S. army boasts 
460,000 personnel with ano-
ther 182,000 in the Marines. 
It has a smaller emphasis on 
artillery (1,299) and armored 
vehicles (8,848), but places a 
greater emphasis on air support 
and special forces operations.

aIr PoWer — The U.S. can 
boast more than 13,000 aircra-
ft of all types to China’s near-
ly 3,000. The gap is especially 
great in helicopters, where the 
U.S. has more than 6,000 to 
China’s 802. Despite having 
fewer aircraft, some of which are 
under the Chinese navy, China’s 
air force has 398,000 personnel 
to 308,000 for the USAF. Both 
air forces are seeking to upgra-
de their aircraft, although the 
introduction of the fifth gene-
ration F-22 and F-35 jets puts 
the U.S. several years ahead. 
China’s stealth fighters remain 
in the prototype stage, although 
it has managed to replace more 
than half of its fighter fleet with 
fourth-generation aircraft.

naVY — China’s navy has 
many more vessels (714 to 415), 
but the U.S. has more where it 
counts in terms of power pro-
jection. The U.S. has 10 aircraft 

carriers to China’s one (althou-
gh more are being built), 62 
destroyers to China’s 32, and 75 
submarines to China’s 68. The 
U.S. Navy has 323,000 person-
nel to China’s 235,000, reflec-
ting the breadth and depth of a 
service that operates worldwi-
de. China’s navy has made stri-
des in that direction since it es-
tablished a permanent overseas 
presence by joining in multi-
national anti-piracy patrols off 
Somalia in 2008, and has be-
gun exercising in the Western 
Pacific beyond the “first island 
chain” that blocks its access to 
open seas.

MIssILe CoMManD — 
The PLA has a completely sepa-
rate branch, the Rocket Force, to 
operate its formidable arsenal of 
short-, medium- and long-range 
missiles, including those capa-
ble of delivering nuclear wea-
pons. Estimates say China has a 
stockpile of approximately 260 
nuclear warheads for delivery by 
nearly 150 land-based ballistic 
missiles, 48 sea-based ballistic 
missiles as well as bombers. The 
U.S. has an estimated 1,740 nu-
clear warheads deployed for de-
livery by the same means. Chi-
na’s development of the DF-21D 
ballistic missile that is thought 
capable of threatening aircraft 
carriers has garnered much at-
tention, although it remains un-
tested in a conflict.

oVerseas PresenCe — 
China hasn’t fought a conflict 
outside its borders since it in-
vaded Vietnam in 1979 and of-
ficially eschews overseas allian-
ces. Nonetheless, the PLA has 
been expanding abroad, from 
garrisons atop man-made is-
lands in the South China Sea, 
to U.N. peacekeeping opera-
tions, joint naval exercises with 
Russia in the Mediterranean 
and the construction of its first 
overseas base in the Horn of 
Africa nation of Djibouti. The 
U.S. military, in comparison, 
currently operates in more than 
100 countries, maintains a wor-
ldwide network of alliances and 
is engaged in major conflicts in 
Afghanistan, Iraq and, increa-
singly, Syria. AP
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Armed Chinese paramilitary policemen stand on duty near wanted 
posters at a check point in Aksu in Xinjiang province

xInJIanG 

Authorities offer rewards to recruit more police 

AuthorItIes in 
China’s western re-

gion of Xinjiang are of-
fering high salaries and 
other benefits to recruit 
police in the restive 
area, which has expe-
rienced bloody attacks 
blamed on ethnic sepa-
ratists.

The recruitment drive 
is the latest step to ramp 
up security in Xinjiang, 
where members of the 
native Uighur ethnic 
group have been blamed 
for deadly attacks on 

government targets and 
migrants from other 
parts of China.

A notice yesterday on 

the website of the gover-
nment of Kashgar city 
in Xinjiang said 3,000 
male officers are being 

sought from throughout 
the country.

It offered monthly 
salaries beginning at 
5,000 yuan (USD724), 
well above the regional 
average, and assistan-
ce with accommodation 
and other needs. A 500 
yuan ($72) monthly 
allowance for “main-
taining stability” is also 
included.

Last month, Xinjiang 
authorities offered 
rewards of as much as 
$730,000 for tips on 

Kim Tong-Hyung, Seoul

U.s. missile launchers 
and other equipment 
needed to set up a 
controversial missile 

defense system have arrived in 
South Korea, the U.S. and South 
Korean militaries said yesterday, 
a day after North Korea test-lau-
nched four ballistic missiles into 
the ocean near Japan.

The plans to deploy the Termi-
nal High-Altitude Area Defen-
se system, or THAAD, within 
this year have angered not only 
North Korea, but also China and 
Russia, which see the system’s 
powerful radars as a security 
threat.

China responded quickly, 
saying it will take “necessary 
measures” to protect itself and 
warning that the U.S. and South 
Korea should be prepared to bear 
the consequences.

Washington and Seoul say 
the system is defensive and not 
meant to be a threat to Beijing or 
Moscow. The U.S. military said 
in a statement that THAAD can 
intercept and destroy short and 
medium range ballistic missiles 
during the last part of their flights.

“Continued provocative actions 
by North Korea, to include yes-
terday’s launch of multiple mis-
siles, only confirm the prudence 
of our alliance decision last year 
to deploy THAAD to South Ko-
rea,” Adm. Harry Harris, head of 
the U.S. Pacific Command, said 
in the statement.

Some South Korean liberal pre-
sidential candidates have said 
that the security benefits of ha-
ving THAAD would be curtailed 
by worsened relations with nei-
ghbors China and Russia.

“China firmly opposes the de-
ployment of THAAD,” Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Geng Shuang said at a regular 
briefing yesterday. “We will de-
finitely be taking necessary mea-
sures to safeguard our own se-
curity interest. All consequences 
entailed from that will be borne 
by the U.S. and [South Korea]. 
We once again strongly urge the 

Trucks carrying parts of U.S. missile launchers and other equipment needed to set up Terminal High Altitude Area Defense 
(THAAD) missile defense system arrive at Osan air base in Pyeongtaek, South Korea

waR GaMeS

Beijing warns against US moving 
missile defense parts to S. Korea
relevant sides to stop the process 
of deployment and refrain from 
going further down that wrong 
path.”

China’s condemnation of South 
Korea’s plans to deploy THAAD 
has triggered protests against a 
South Korean retail giant, Lotte, 
which agreed to provide one of 
its golf courses in southern South 
Korea as the site of THAAD. The 
South Korean government also 
raised concerns about a reported 
ban on Chinese tour groups visi-
ting the country.

Yesterday, China’s Global Ti-
mes, an outspoken nationalist 
tabloid published by the ruling 
Communist Party’s flagship Peo-
ple’s Daily, criticized North Ko-
rea over the missiles.

“By firing four missiles at once 
this time, the military confronta-
tion between Pyongyang, Seoul 
and Washington escalates a not-
ch,” the paper said. “Noticeably, 
the Chinese public is angry that 
Pyongyang’s nuclear program 
has provided an excuse for Seoul 
to deploy THAAD.”

An official from South Korea’s 
Defense Ministry, who didn’t 
want to be named, citing office 
rules, said that the equipment 

that arrived in South Korea in-
cluded launchers, but didn’t con-
firm how many.

While South Korea’s media 
speculate that the THAAD de-
ployment could be completed 
by as early as April, the ministry 
official couldn’t confirm those 
reports. The official said that the 
plan was to have the system ope-
rational as soon as possible.

On Monday, North Korea fired 
four ballistic missiles in an appa-
rent protest against ongoing U.S.-
South Korean military drills that 
it views as an invasion rehearsal. 
The missiles flew about 1,000 
kilometers on average, three of 
them landing in waters that Ja-
pan claims as its exclusive eco-
nomic zone, according to South 
Korean and Japanese officials.

The North’s state media yes-
terday said leader Kim Jong Un 

supervised a ballistic rocket lau-
nching drill, a likely reference 
to the four launches reported by 
Seoul and Tokyo. Involved in the 
drills were artillery units tasked 
with striking “U.S. imperialist 
aggressor forces in Japan,” ac-
cording to the Korean Central 
News Agency.

There was pride and defiance 
among the elite citizens who live 
in North Korea’s showcase capi-
tal, Pyongyang.

“If the U.S. imperialists and 
their South Korean puppets 
shoot even just one spark into 
our sovereign territory, we will 
completely destroy those aggres-
sors, without any mercy, with 
our invincible Hwasong artillery, 
which are loaded with nuclear 
warheads,” Sim Chol Su, echoing 
the propaganda often found in 
state media, told The Associated 

Press.
North Korea uses “Hwasong” to 

describe a broad range of its bal-
listic missiles, including Scuds 
and the mid-range missiles that 
are referred to as Rodong and 
Musudan by outside analysts.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of 
Staff said that the missiles fired 
by the North were believed to 
be “improved versions” of Scud 
missiles. South Korean experts 
say North Korea’s extended-ran-
ge Scuds and mid-range Rodong 
missiles are capable of hitting 
Japan, including U.S. military 
bases in Okinawa.

Kim “ordered the KPA [Ko-
rean People’s Army] Strategic 
Force to keep highly alert as re-
quired by the grim situation in 
which an actual war may break 
out anytime,” a KCNA dispatch 
said. AP

terrorist activity.
Hundreds have died in 

violence in recent years 
in Xinjiang, which bor-
ders Afghanistan and 
several unstable Cen-
tral Asian states, though 
there have been fewer 
official reports of blood-
shed in the past two 
years compared to 2014.

In the latest reported 
incident, eight people 
were killed, including 
three knife-wielding as-
sailants, last month in 
Pishan county in sou-

thern Xinjiang. As in 
Kashgar, Uighurs form 
the majority in Pishan.

Authorities say, with 
little firm evidence, that 
the violence is inspired 
and directed by jihadist 
groups overseas and 
that Uighur militan-
ts have traveled to war 
zones to build ties with 
terror groups abroad.

Uighur activists say 
the minority group is 
increasingly frustrated 
by discriminatory hi-
ring policies that favor 
Chinese migrants in 
their homeland and by 
the imposition of ever-
tighter restrictions on 
Uighur culture and their 
practice of the Islamic 
faith. AP

 China 
responded 
quickly, saying 
it will take 
‘necessary 
measures’ to 
protect itself
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ThaI authorities 
have seized 422 

pieces of elephant tusks 
and arrested a Gam-
bian man suspected of 
smuggling the ivory.

Customs Department 
Director-General Kulit 
Sombatsiri said yes-
terday the tusks were 
hidden in a shipment 
listed as unprocessed 
gemstones. He said the 
parcel was examined 
because items from 
Malawi are regarded 
as high-risk for smu-

A general strike called by 
ethnic groups a day af-

ter police fire killed at least 
three protesters shut down 
markets, schools and trans-
port in much of southern 
Nepal yesterday.

Police had opened fire 
Monday on protesters at-
tempting to disrupt a po-
litical rally, killing at least 
three and wounding dozens 
in southern Nepal, which 
has been hit by violent pro-
tests over the last year.

Yesterday, protesters blo-
cked main highways and 
towns to enforce the gene-
ral strike.

They attacked several go-
vernment offices and van-
dalized a vehicle from the 
National Human Rights 
Commission, which had 

nePal

General strike shuts much of the 
south after three killed

THaIland 

Customs seize 422 
pieces of smuggled 
elephant tusks 

a team monitoring the si-
tuation. There were minor 
clashes between police and 
the protesters, but no one 
was hurt.

The commission said it 
was probing the police fi-
ring and monitoring the 
fresh violence in the area.

Home Ministry official 
Bal Krishna Panthi said 
police first tried to disperse 
the protesters with bamboo 
batons and tear gas before 
firing their guns.

He said three people were 
fatally shot and 33 police 
officers injured in the clash. 
He could not say how many 
protesters were hurt.

Police stepped up securi-
ty yesterday in southern 
towns and increased pa-
trols on highways, which 

were mostly deserted be-
cause of the general strike.

The U.S. Embassy in Ka-
thmandu issued a state-
ment saying it was deeply 
concerned at signs of rising 
volatility in some areas of 
Nepal.

The violence Monday 
broke out after the Com-
munist Party of Nepal 
(United Marxist Leninist) 
attempted to hold a rally in 
Rajbiraj town, 400 kilome-
ters southwest of Kathman-
du. Ethnic Madhesi groups 
oppose the party and have 
vowed to stop its rallies.

The Communist Party of 
Nepal was in power and its 
leader, Khadga Prasad Oli, 
was prime minister when 
the Madhesis held protes-
ts between August 2015 

and February 2016 after 
Oli rejected their demands 
for changes to a new cons-
titution that would give the 
ethnic group more territory 
in proposed federal states.

The protests shut down 
southern towns for mon-
ths, blocking the border 
with India and stopping the 
supply of fuel and medici-
ne.

The protests eventually 
fizzled out and a new admi-
nistration that took power 
in August 2016 promised 
to address the demands by 
the Madhesis.

The protests have been 
held in southern towns 
since Saturday and come 
ahead of district and mu-
nicipal elections set for 
May. AP

ggled goods and be-
cause an ivory seizure 
last year had involved 
tusks from Mozambi-
que that were similarly 
concealed.

Kulit said the seizu-
re of 330 kilograms of 
smuggled ivory worth 
around USD480,000 
was the first in Thai-
land this year. Thai 
customs officials last 
year confiscated more 
than 1,200 kilograms 
of ivory in nine sepa-
rate cases. AP

Elaine Kurtenbach, Tokyo

A survey by the anti-gra-
ft group Transparen-

cy International shows that 
bribery and other forms of 
corruption are hindering 
poverty alleviation and hur-
ting public health in Asia by 
channeling resources away 
from those who need them.

The survey, released yes-
terday, estimated that more 
than 900 million people in 
the region had paid bribes in 
the past year to obtain basic 
public services like schooling 
and health care.

Nearly seven in 10 Indians 
surveyed had paid such bri-
bes. The heavy reliance of 
cash payments in corruption 
was a major factor driving 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s decision in October 
to scrap as legal tender the 
500- and 1,000-rupee notes 
that made up 86 percent of 
the country’s currency.

While the rate of corrup-
tion was much lower in many 
countries, such practices 
were found even in relatively 
law-abiding nations like Ja-
pan, where many surveyed 
said they believed the gover-
nment was doing a poor job 
of preventing corruption.

Only one in five of the 
21,861 people surveyed in 16 
countries or territories said 
they believed corruption had 
declined, while about 40 per-
cent believed it was increa-
sing.

Nearly three-quarters of all 
Chinese said they believed 
corruption had grown worse 
recently, despite the ruling 
Communist Party’s perennial 
anti-graft campaigns. The is-

Survey finds pervasive corruption 
in Asia hindering progress
sue remains a problem even 
in Hong Kong, which has a 
reputation for clean gover-
nance, and where a former 
leader of the city, Donald 
Tsang, was sentenced re-
cently to 20 months in prison 
for misconduct.

A similar proportion of Sou-
th Koreans also took a dim 
view of their government’s 
handling of graft — possibly 

reflecting widespread anger 
over an influence-peddling 
scandal that led to the im-
peachment of President Park 
Geun-hye and the indictment 
of Samsung’s de facto chief, 
Lee Jae-yong, on bribery 
charges.

Across the region, nearly a 
third of those surveyed had 
paid a bribe to a police offi-
cer in the previous year, whi-

le 22 percent had made such 
payments for schooling, and 
18 percent paid them to ac-
cess a public hospital.

Berlin-based Transparency 
International said it conduc-
ted the survey of randomly 
selected people between July 
2015 and January 2017.

The group urged govern-
ment leaders to deliver on 
promises to substantially re-

duce bribery and corruption 
by 2030 made as part of their 
commitments to the United 
Nations’ Sustainable Develo-
pment Goals.

That requires increasing 
transparency of government 
operations and adopting 
a “zero-tolerance” policy, 
including in police forces 
viewed as widely corrupt, it 
said. AP

Discontinued Indian currency notes of 1,000 denomination are seen after they were exchanged at a bank in Bangalore
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A British backpacker 
was sexually assaul-

ted and held captive for 
weeks in the Australian 
Outback before being res-
cued by police who pulled 
over the car she was dri-
ving, officials said yester-
day.

Queensland state po-
lice officers noticed the 
22-year-old woman had 
facial injuries and appea-
red distressed when they 
stopped the four-wheel 
drive along a highway in 
the rural town of Mitchell 
on Sunday. The officers 
then searched the vehicle 
and found a 22-year-old 
man hiding in a storage 
alcove in the back, police 

auSTRalIa

Police: British woman assaulted in 
weeks-long Outback ordeal 
said.

Police stopped the car 
because they had received 
a report of a driver leaving 
a service station without 
paying for gas, Detective 
Inspector Paul Hart said.

“What she’s experienced 
is no doubt horrific and 
terrifying and we com-
mend her for taking the 
opportunity to speak to 

our police,” Hart said.
Police say the two had 

met three months ear-
lier in the northeast city 
of Cairns, where the man 
lived, and started a rela-
tionship. But in January, 
police say, the man began 
subjecting the woman to a 
series of violent assaults.

The attacks occurred at 
various locations as the 

pair traveled the nearly 
1,400 kilometers between 
Cairns and the Outba-
ck town of Roma, police 
spokesman CJ Roberts 
said.

The woman had very li-
ttle opportunity to escape 
throughout her ordeal, 
Hart said. Even if she had, 
she would have found 
herself in an unfamiliar 

area where she would not 
have known anyone who 
could have helped her, he 
said.

The man, whose name 
was not released, was 
charged with four coun-
ts of rape, eight counts 
of assault, four counts of 
strangulation, two counts 
of deprivation of liberty 
and various drug offenses.

The woman was trea-
ted for facial fractures, 
bruising and cuts to her 
body. Roberts said police 
did not know how long 
she had been in Australia, 
and could not release any 
additional details on her 
background.

There have been a string 
of high-profile attacks on 
foreign tourists in Aus-
tralia in recent years, in-
cluding the sexual assault 
of two backpackers on 
a remote beach in Sou-
th Australia last year. A 
60-year-old man who was 
charged with attempted 
murder, assault and kid-
napping in that case goes 
on trial this week. AP

Edith M. Lederer, United Nations

North Korea warned 
yesterday [Macau time] 
that U.S.-South Korean 
military exercises, whi-

ch it called “the most undisguised 
nuclear war maneuvers,” are dri-
ving the Korean Peninsula and 
northeast Asia toward “nuclear 
disaster.”

The North Korean ambassador 
to the United Nations, Ja Song 
Nam, said in a letter to the U.N. 
Security Council that the U.S. is 
using nuclear-propelled aircraft 
carriers, nuclear submarines, nu-
clear strategic bombers and steal-
th fighters in the joint exercises 
that began today.

“It may go over to an actual war,” 
Ja warned of the military drills, 
“and, consequently, the situation 
on the Korean Peninsula is again 

South Korean army soldiers patrol along the barbed-wire fence in Paju, near the border with North Korea

 un Secretary-
General 
Guterres 
condemned the 
tests, calling 
them a violation 
of resolutions

uS - SouTH KoRea dRIll

North Korea says exercises 
leading to ‘nuclear disaster’

inching to the brink of a nuclear 
war.”

The letter was sent a few hours 
after North Korea fired four ban-
ned ballistic missiles, in apparent 
reaction to the U.S.-South Korean 
exercises. Three of them landed in 
waters that Japan claims as its ex-
clusive economic zone, South Ko-
rean and Japanese officials said.

The United States and Japan, in 
consultation with South Korea, 
requested an urgent Security Cou-
ncil meeting on the launches, the 
U.S. Mission to the United Nations 
said. The closed consultations will 
take place today after the Security 
Council returns from a visit to four 
Boko Haram-affected countries in 
Africa, the mission said.

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres condemned the tests, 
calling them a violation of coun-
cil resolutions and reiterating his 

call for North Korea’s leaders “to 
refrain from further provocations 
and return to full compliance with 
its international obligations,” U.N. 
deputy spokesman Farhan Haq 
said.

Ri Song Chol, a counsellor at 
North Korea’s U.N. mission, told 
The Associated Press the missile 
launches were a continuation of 
Supreme Leader Kim Jong Un’s 
efforts “to strengthen our self-de-
fensive military forces and pre- 
emptive attack capabilities” in 
response to “nuclear threats and 
blackmails” and the U.S.-South 
Korean military exercises.

He accused the United States of 
spurring the North to develop an 
intercontinental ballistic missile 
and reiterated a Foreign Ministry 
statement issued Jan. 8 that an 
ICBM would be launched “in any 
time and in any place decided by 

our supreme leadership.”
Ri claimed the current joint mili-

tary exercises are “for pre-emptive 
strike to the DPRK” — the initials 
of the country’s official name, the 
Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea. He said that is in contrast 
to previous annual exercises that 
the U.S. and South Korea called 
preventive and defensive.

Ja, the ambassador, again urged 
the Security Council to discuss the 
U.S.-South Korea exercises and 
warned that if it ignores North 
Korea’s request, as it has in the 
past, it will demonstrate the U.N.’s 
most powerful body is only a “po-
litical tool” of the United States.

He said the United States seeks 
to convince public opinion that 
the latest joint exercise is a res-
ponse to North Korea’s nuclear 
weapons, but he said the U.S. 
and South Korea carried out mili-
tary drills numerous times before 
Pyongyang possessed its “nuclear 
deterrent.”

Ja said the main reason North 
Korea is equipping itself “with 
nuclear attack capabilities” and 
strengthening its nuclear de-
terrent forces is in self-defense 
against what he called the U.S. 
“extreme anti-DPRK hostile po-
licy and nuclear threats and bla-
ckmails as well as maneuvers to 

enforce its nuclear weapons.”
North Korea’s U.N. mission also 

issued a statement denouncing 
and rejecting a report by the Se-
curity Council’s panel of exper-
ts that monitors U.N. sanctions 
against the North.

The experts said North Korea 
is flouting sanctions by trading 
in prohibited weapons and other 
goods and using evasion techni-
ques “that are increasing in scale, 
scope and sophistication.”

The North Korean mission again 
insisted that U.N. sanctions “have 
no legal basis at all” and violate the 
country’s “lawful rights.” Further-
more, it contended no internatio-
nal law states that a nuclear test 
or satellite launch should be con-
sidered a “threat to international 
peace and security.”

The mission reiterated its re-
quest to the U.N. secretary-gene-
ral to organize an international fo-
rum of lawyers to clarify the legal 
basis of the sanctions resolutions. 
It said the U.N. Secretariat should 
not again respond with the “pre-
posterous out-of-date sophistries” 
that it is up to the Security Council 
to determine what constitutes a 
threat to international peace and 
security.

The North also warned that 
sanctions resolutions and repor-
ts on enforcing implementation 
will only result in “our stronger 
self-defensive counter-measures” 
— and it said the United States, 
“the major fabricator of these re-
solutions,” will bear all responsi-
bility “for any uncontrolled critical 
situation over the Korean Penin-
sula.”

Ja also sent a letter to Guterres 
again seeking “United Nations’ 
urgent measures” to repatriate 12 
North Korean waitresses working 
at a restaurant in China who it 
says were tricked into defecting in 
April 2016 by South Korean agen-
ts and a woman named Kim Ryon 
Hui it claims was taken to South 
Korea in 2011 by deception.

The letter expressed disa-
ppointment at the U.N. failure 
to take action in these cases of 
what Ja called “egregious human 
rights violation” that constitute 
“a contemporary crime against 
humanity.” AP
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Susannah George &
Sinan Salaheddin, Mosul

U.s.-backed Iraqi forces were 
fighting their way through 

a government complex in the 
heart of western Mosul after 
storming the buildings in an 
overnight raid, and were facing 
fierce counterattacks yesterday 
from the Islamic State group.

According to Lt. Gen. Abdul- 
Amir Rasheed Yar Allah, the 
troops hoisted an Iraqi flag on 
the complex of buildings in the 
Dawasa neighborhood earlier in 
the morning, hailing the federal 
police units behind the taking of 
the area as heroes.

By noon, troops on the grou-
nd said the complex has not yet 
been secured and that they are 
battling a wave of intense IS 
counterattacks.

Sgt. Azam Ibrahim of the fe-
deral police was one of the first 
troops to storm the Mosul go-
vernment complex. His unit 
then pulled back to a base on 
the edge of Mosul’s Tayran nei-
ghborhood, saying the clashes 
were still underway at the com-
plex later yesterday.

“We were pulled back because 
we had killed and wounded,” 
Ibrahim told The Associated 
Press. “The [Iraqi] forces there 
are surrounded, the Humvees 
cannot reach them, nor can the 
ambulances.”

Iraqi security forces advance during fighting against Islamic State militants in western Mosul

IRaq

Regular forces storm Mosul 
government complex, hoist flag

The consistent advance — 
more than two weeks since the 
new push started to clear Mo-
sul’s western side of IS militants 
— has been a major blow to the 
extremists who once controlled 
nearly a third of Iraq.

Iraqi forces declared eastern 
Mosul “fully liberated” in Ja-
nuary after officially launching 
the operation to retake the city 
in October.

Yar Allah, who commands the 
army operations in Ninevah, 
where Mosul is the provincial 
capital, said the troops now 
also control the western side of 
a second bridge across the Ti-
gris River, known as Hurriyah 
Bridge.

Last week, the troops reached 
the first bridge from the south 
in western Mosul, known locally 
as the 4th Bridge. U.S.-led airs-

trikes disabled all of Mosul’s five 
bridges last year in a bid to iso-
late the militants.

Hours after announcing yes-
terday’s advance, Iraqi state 
TV said Prime Minster Haider 
al-Abadi visited the troops in 
Mosul. Al-Abadi was shown des-
cending from a military plane at 
the city’s airport and meeting 
with senior military officers. It 
was unclear if al-Abadi visited 

the western part of Mosul.
Private broadcaster Lebanon- 

based Al-Mayadeen aired live 
footage from inside western 
Mosul, with thick black smokes 
rising from different areas as 
gunfire rattled. The TV footage 
also showed what it said were 
explosions from two suicide at-
tacks carried out by IS militants 
against the security forces.

The footage also shows the 
city’s iconic 840-year-old 
“Crooked Minaret,” which leans 
somewhat like Italy’s Tower of 
Pisa.

Unlike other heritage and ar-
chaeological sites in and around 
Mosul, the Islamic State mili-
tants couldn’t destroy it as re-
sidents formed a human chain 
around it to protect it when they 
came to blow it up.

Meanwhile, the United Na-
tions said that by Sunday, it had 
registered that about 42,000 
people fled their homes in wes-
tern Mosul since the start of the 
operation last month.  AP
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Washington State Attorney General Bob Ferguson smiles 
during a news conference about President Trump’s new 
executive order 

When President Donald Trump signed his 
first travel ban with scant warning and little 

planning seven days into his presidency, he meant 
to signal he was a man of action. After the lawsui-
ts, chaos at airports and international criticism, 
Trump’s rewritten travel ban sent a different mes-
sage: The White House has learned some lessons.

The Trump administration’s unveiling of its revi-
sed restrictions on travel and refugees was delibe-
rate and cautious, an implicit acknowledgement of 
some of the unforced errors from the first rollout. 
The executive order was announced by Trump’s 
Cabinet officials, some of whom felt cut out of con-
sultations on the earlier version. It does not go into 
effect immediately, giving the world time to assess 
its impact.

New travel ban comes without the 
chaos of first one

The White House took weeks of consultation with 
agency heads about how best to withstand expec-
ted legal challenges.

The scaled-back order will still face fire from cri-
tics. It bars new visas for people from six Muslim- 
majority countries and temporarily shuts down 
America’s refugee program, affecting would-be 
visitors and immigrants from Iran, Syria, Somalia, 
Sudan, Yemen and Libya.

Department of Homeland Security intelligence 
analysts have questioned the rationale behind it, 
concluding that citizenship is an “unlikely indica-
tor” of terrorism threats to the United States.

But the new ban does eliminate many of the origi-
nal order’s most contentious elements. It removes 
Iraq from the list of banned countries — at the ur-
ging of U.S. military and diplomatic leaders — and 
it makes clear that current visa holders will not be 
impacted. It also removes language that would give 
priority to religious minorities — a provision some 
interpreted as a way to help Christians get into the 
U.S. while excluding Muslims.

Trump signed the order without fanfare in a clo-
sed-press ceremony in the Oval Office.

Legal experts say the new order addresses some 
of the constitutional concerns raised by a federal 
appeals court about the initial ban but leaves room 
for more legal challenges. AP

Alan Fram & Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar, 
Washington

House Republicans 
released their lon-
g-awaited plan for un-
raveling former Presi-

dent Barack Obama’s health care 
law, a package that would scale 
back the government’s role in 
helping people afford coverage 
and likely leave more Americans 
uninsured.

House committees planned to 
begin voting on the 123-page le-
gislation today, launching what 
could be the year’s defining batt-
le in Congress and capping seven 
years of Republican vows to re-
peal the 2010 law. Though GOP 
leaders expect a boost from the 
backing of the Trump administra-
tion, divisions remain and GOP 
success is not ensured.

The plan would repeal the sta-
tute’s unpopular fines on people 
who don’t carry health insuran-
ce. It would replace income-ba-
sed subsidies the law provides to 
help millions of Americans pay 
premiums with age-based tax 
credits that may be skimpier for 
people with low incomes. Those 
payments would phase out for hi-
gher-earning people.

The bill would continue Oba-
ma’s expansion of Medicaid to 
additional low-earning Ameri-
cans until 2020. Beginning then, 
states adding Medicaid recipients 
would no longer receive the ad-
ditional federal funds the statute 
has provided.

More significantly, Republi-
cans would overhaul the entire 
federal-state Medicaid program, 
changing its open-ended federal 
financing to a limit based on en-
rollment and costs in each state, a 
move likely to cause funding cuts.

In perhaps their riskiest political 
gamble, the plan is expected to 
cover fewer than the 20 million 
people insured under Obama’s 
overhaul, including many resi-
dents of states carried by Presi-
dent Donald Trump in Novem-
ber’s election. Republicans said 
they were chiefly focused on re-
ducing costs and increasing choi-
ce for consumers.

Republicans said they don’t 
have official coverage estimates 
yet, but aides from both parties 
and nonpartisan analysts have 

House Speaker Paul Ryan arrives with Health and Human Services Secretary-designate, Rep. Tom Price, on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, for a closed-door GOP strategy session

 House 
Speaker Paul 
Ryan said 
the bill would 
‘drive down 
costs … give 
every american 
access 
to quality, 
affordable 
health 
insurance’

uSa

House GOP releases bill replacing 
Obama health care overhaul

said they expect those numbers 
to be lower. Trump has said his 
goal is “insurance for everybody,” 
and numerous GOP governors 
and members of Congress have 
demanded that people not lose 
coverage.

House Speaker Paul Ryan, 
R-Wis., said the bill would “drive 
down costs, encourage competi-
tion, and give every American ac-
cess to quality, affordable health 
insurance.”

Spokeswoman Caitlin Oakley 
said Health Secretary Tom Price 
“welcomes action by the House to 
end this nightmare for the Ameri-
can people.”

Solid Democratic opposition is a 
given.

“Republicans have decided that 
affordable health care should be 
the privilege of the wealthy, not 
the right of every family in Ame-
rica,” said House Minority Leader 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.

More ominously for Republican 
leaders, there were signals galore 
that they faced problems within 
their own party, including from 
conservatives complaining that 
the measure is too timid in re-
pealing Obama’s law.

“It still looks like Obamacare-li-
te to me,” said Sen. Rand Paul, 
R-Ky., one of three Senate con-
servatives who have criticized the 
GOP bill. “It’s going to have to be 
better.”

The Republican tax credits, ran-
ging from $2,000 to $14,000 for 
families, would be refundable, 
meaning even people with no tax 
liability would receive paymen-
ts. Conservatives say that feature 
creates a new entitlement pro-
gram the government cannot af-
ford.

Senate Finance Committee 
Chairman Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, 
wouldn’t rule out changes by his 
chamber, where moderate Repu-

blicans have grumbled that the 
measure could leave too many vo-
ters uncovered.

“We have a right to look it over 
and see if we like it or don’t,” Hat-
ch told reporters.

Underscoring those worries, 
four GOP senators released a let-
ter to Senate Majority Leader Mi-
tch McConnell, R-Ky.

They complained that an earlier, 
similar draft “does not provide 
stability and certainty for indivi-
duals and families in Medicaid 
expansion programs.” Signing 
were Sens. Rob Portman of Ohio, 

Shelley Moore Capito of West Vir-
ginia, Cory Gardner of Colorado 
and Alaska’s Lisa Murkowski.

Thirty-one states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia expanded Medi-
caid coverage to 11 million people 
and accepted beefed-up federal 
spending for the program. Arou-
nd half those states have GOP go-
vernors, who are largely reluctant 
to see that spending curtailed.

In another feature that could 
alienate moderate Republicans, 
the measure would block for one 
year federal payments to Plan-
ned Parenthood, long opposed by 

many in the party because it pro-
vides abortions. The bill also bars 
people from receiving tax credits 
to help pay premiums for plans 
that provide abortions.

Republicans said they’d not re-
ceived official estimates on the bill 
from the Congressional Budget 
Office. That nonpartisan office’s 
projections on price tag and cove-
rage could help win over recalci-
trant Republicans or make them 
even harder to persuade.

To prod healthier people to stay 
covered, insurers would be re-
quired to boost premiums by 30 
percent for consumers who let in-
surance lapse.

Tax increases on higher-earning 
people, the insurance industry 
and others used to finance the 
Obama overhaul’s coverage ex-
pansion would be repealed.

In a last-minute change to sa-
tisfy conservatives, business and 
unions, Republicans dropped a 
plan pushed by Ryan to impose 
a first-ever tax on the most gene-
rous employer-provided health 
plans. Instead, a similar tax impo-
sed by Obama’s law on expensive 
plans, set to take effect in 2020, 
would begin in 2025.

Popular consumer protections 
in Obama’s law would be retai-
ned, including insurance safe-
guards for people with pre-exis-
ting medical problems and paren-
ts’ ability to keep adult children 
on their insurance until age 26. AP
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what’s ON ...

Artistic crAftsmAnship of our Ancestors 
- exhibition of ArchAeologicAl relics of 
tAipA And coloAne
time: 10am-6am daily (Last admission at 5:30pm, 
closed on Mondays) 
Address: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa 
Admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8988 4000

trAnsience: dAredevils And towering 
webs
time: 12pm-8pm (Closed on Mondays)
until: March 31, 2017 
venue: Taipa Village Art Space,10 Rua dos 
Clerigos, Taipa 
Admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2857 6118

photogrAphs of old temples in mAcAu
time: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm, 
closed on Mondays)
until: July 16, 2017 
venue: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE 
museum Admission: MOP5 (Free on Sundays 
and public holidays) 
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

the voice of design – works exhibition by 
students And teAchers of the bAchelor 
of Arts in design of mAcAu polytechnic 
institute
time: 11am-10pm
until: April 15, 2017
venue: IFT Café, Anim’Arte NAM VAN 
Admission: Free

this day in historyTV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:50
17:00
17:40
18:20
19:10
19:40
20:30
21:00
21:30
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:40
01:15
03:45
05:45

TDM News (Repeated)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPi Live    
Criminal Minds S.8    
Once Upon A Time Sr.2 (Repeated)   
Labirint (Repeated)    
TDM Interview (Repeated)   
Soap opera    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
Non-Daily Portuguese News   
Drama    
Labirint    
TDM News    
Champions League Highlights    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live    
Champions League: Dortmund - Benfica (Live)  
RTPi Live

cinema
cineteatro
02 mar - 08 mar

The gIrl wITh all The gIfTs
room 1
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
director: colm Mccarthy
starring: gemma arterton, glenn close, sennia nanua
language: english (chinese)
duration: 111min

John wIck: chaPTer Two
room 2
2:30, 9:30pm
director:  chad stahelski
starring: keanu reeves, Ian Mcshane, ruby rose
language: english (chinese)

la la land
room 2
4:45, 7:15pm
director:  damien chazelle
starring: ryan gosling, emma stone
language: english
duration: 128min

a cure for wellness
room 3
2:30, 9:00pm
director: gore verbinski
starring:  dane dehaan, Jason Isaacs, Mia goth 
language: english (chinese)
duration: 146min

kancolle The MovIe
room 3
5:15, 7:15pm
director:  keizô kusakawa 
language: Japanese (chinese)
duration: 91min

macau tower
02 mar - 15 mar

logan
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30pm
director:  James Mangold 
starring: hugh Jackman, Patrick stewart, dafne keen 
language: english (chinese)
duration: 137min

“oui on peut!”
The slogan on posters in Paris streets translates as 

“Yes We Can!”
Heard that before?
The people behind the campaign are urging former 

U.S President Barack obama to join the French presi-
dential race.

Their online petition has already attracted more than 
45,000 signatures in 10 days and they hope to reach a 
million supporters by March 15.

With the buildup to the April-May presidential elec-
tion so far dominated by the corruption investigation 
targeting conservative Francois Fillon, organizers say 
they want to inject a dose of humor in the campaign.

The whole thing started as a big joke between friends, 
one of the organizers told The Associated Press. He 
identified himself only as “Antoine,” declining to give 
his real name because the posters have been put up 
illegally and he feared a fine.

Antoine, who spoke to the AP in Paris with his face 
covered by a cut-out mask of obama, said that he and 
his friends decided on the campaign over a drink, after 
realizing they didn’t know for whom they would vote.

Antoine said he invested 1,500 euros (USD1,592) in 
the campaign, printing out 500 posters. The team has 
also had mugs and T-shirts made with the image of 
obama, which they are selling on their website.

They say the profits will go to a scholarship fund for 
students from poor neighborhoods attending classes 
at Sciences Politiques, one of France’s most prestig-
ious universities.

Though widely popular in France, obama has no 
chance of success. He is not French and has no right 
to take part in the race.

 Offbeat
petition urges obama to run 
for president - of france

A bomb has exploded aboard a Trans World Airlines 
Boeing 707 at Las Vegas airport. 

No-one was injured in the blast which destroyed 
the cockpit of the aircraft as it stood empty on the 
tarmac. 

The explosion happened hours after an anonymous 
phone caller threatened TWA with a series of bomb 
attacks unless £760,000 was handed over. 

The caller instructed airport officials at Kennedy Air-
port in New York to go to a locker where they found 
a note, which said there would be explosions at six 
hourly intervals on four of the company’s aircraft. 

Sniffer dogs found a bomb, which consisted of 3lb 
(1.36kg) of plastic explosives and a timing device, 
aboard a TWA aircraft at the airport in New York, 12 
minutes before it was timed to explode. 

It was found in a case labelled “crew” in the cockpit. 
A few hours later police boarded a second TWA jet 

at the airport but nothing was found. 
The aircraft which exploded in Las Vegas was tho-

roughly searched and left New York after the first 
bomb was discovered. 

It flew to Las Vegas with only 10 passengers and 
was searched again once it landed. 

The aircraft was then put under armed guard before 
the plane exploded seven hours later. 

Debris was blown more than 100 feet (30 metres) 
away but two security guards escaped uninjured. 

one of them said: “It sounded like dynamite. I could 
see pieces of the plane flying through the air.” 

The security department at the International Air 
Transport Association suspects that five people, who 
each hold Middle Eastern passports, may have been 
involved in the plot. 

TWA has ordered worldwide checks on all 240 of its 
aircraft following the initial bomb threat. 

US President Richard Nixon said that the govern-
ment would mobilise all resources “until the current 
threat is crushed.” 

Courtesy BBC news

1972 twa jet explodes at 
         las vegas airport

in context
TWA never handed over the ransom money demanded by the the anony-
mous phone caller. 
Following the threats, the Nixon Administration talked about introducing 
proposals to ban airlines from agreeing to pay ransoms to hijackers and 
extortionists. 
Two more bomb threats were made to TWA in Europe in April 1972 but 
nothing happened.
No further threats were made to the airline. 
TWA went bankrupt in 2001 and was taken over by American Airlines. 
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THE BOrN LOSEr by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omacross:  1- For men only; 5- Novelist Joyce Carol ___; 10- Floe; 14- Baylor’s 

city; 15- Deplete; 16- oklahoma Indian; 17- Tsp. and tbsp.; 18- Monetary unit of 
Botswana; 19- Presidents’ Day event; 20- Votes for; 21- Semicircle; 23- Lance on 
the bench; 25- Squeeze (out); 26- Casual garment; 31- Wise ones; 35- Attorneys’ 
org.; 36- Curved letters; 38- More healthy; 40- Tiny amount; 42- Some nobles; 44- 
Heap; 45- Caesar’s tongue; 47- In reserve; 49- ___ volente (God willing); 50- Garr 
and Hatcher; 52- Complacency; 54- Monetary unit of Bulgaria; 56- Bigger than med.; 
57- Based on twenty; 62- overhang; 66- Yemen’s capital; 67- Pong maker; 68- 
Faucet fault; 69- Single entity; 70- Danny’s daughter; 71- “Le Roi d’Ys” composer; 
72- Sneaky guy?; 73- Rocker John; 74- JFK postings;
 
down: 1- Swing to and fro; 2- Domesticated; 3- Proceedings; 4- Idle talk; 5- 
outbuilding; 6- 1968 U.S. open champ; 7- Abound; 8- Jazzman Blake; 9- Small 
spots; 10- Anjou alternative; 11- And 
others, briefly; 12- Part; 13- Golly!; 22- 
Slangy assent; 24- Half a fly; 26- Lockup; 
27- German submarine; 28- Dull surface; 
29- Golfer Aoki; 30- Slender gulls; 32- 
Breach; 33- omit in pronunciation; 34- 
Tennis’s Monica; 37- Meager; 39- Classic 
autos; 41- Intangible mixture of gases used 
for breathing; 43- Kitchen servant; 46- The 
world’s longest river; 48- The fruit of a hen; 
51- opening word; 53- Sewing instrument; 
55- Essential; 57- Windmill part; 58- 
Monogram ltr.; 59- Fence opening; 60- 
Trading center; 61- Woody’s son; 63- I 
smell ___!; 64- TV handyman Bob; 65- Epic 
narrative poem; 66- Eat dinner; 

Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEfUL TELEPHONE NUMBErS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
commission against 
corruption (ccac) 28326 300
IacM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHEr

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIn Max condITIon

chIna

world

0
-2
0
-1
8

overcast/drizzle
sleet/drizzle
sleet/drizzle
clear/drizzle

clear

-1
-11
0
-9
6
0
14
17
9
3
7
8
8
18
19
19

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
It’s time to think about what’s 
important to you - but then, 
you don’t need to be told that. 
It’s probably been next to 
impossible for you to focus on 
anything else.

April 20-May 20
First thing this morning, you really 
should decide what to give them 
- ‘them’ being your sweetheart, 
best friend or whoever it is who’s 
been putting up with you lately, no 
matter what you’ve dished out. 

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
When you decide to take a few days 
off, it’s quite different than when 
most of us do the same. Your friends 
and family aren’t used to going more 
than a few hours without either 
seeing you or talking with you.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You’ve often wondered about 
what might happen to the ones 
you love if you decided to stop 
taking care of them. Would they 
sink, swim or find someone else 
to care for them

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
f any one loves a dare, it’s you, and 
it doesn’t matter at all whether it’s 
spoken or just hinted at. You may, 
however, need to do some explaining 
to your sweetheart if you’re planning 
on skipping town.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You’re not mean-spirited - not 
one tiny bit. You can, however, 
be goaded into behavior that’s 
beneath you if someone shows 
anything less than total respect for 
a worthy cause

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
The long-distance travel bug hasn’t 
just landed in your vicinity. It’s 
set up shop in your imagination, 
igniting an insatiable urge to get 
to that place you’ve always wanted 
to see. 

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Your magnetism tempts anyone into 
doing just about anything. So when 
someone absolutely perfect walks 
by, you’ll do everything in your 
power to entice them into spending 
time with you.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You’ve worked so hard for so long on 
this particular project that you can’t 
imagine finishing it up. That’s a good 
thing if you happen to be in a hurry 
to move on to something new - and 
when aren’t you?

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Believe it or not, you’re an expert 
at romance. You just don’t do 
it the way most folks do. When 
you’re out to impress someone, 
you don’t just pick up a pizza and 
some sodas.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You have little time to achieve your 
mission: find a way to make your 
loved ones realize that working 
together on the same side is better for 
all parties concerned than keeping a 
nonsensical battle of wits going.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Regardless of how anxiously you’re 
awaiting someone’s answer to a 
tender question, you won’t be willing 
to tone it down or take it back, not 
even a touch - not even if you know 
they’d prefer you hadn’t started.

  Aquarius Pisces
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The so-called Guardians 
of Cricket have settled on 
a new code of laws that 
will limit the thickness of 

bats and provide penalty runs for 
bad behavior, with the changes set 
to be introduced Oct. 1.

After lengthy debate over the 
increasing dominance of bat over 
ball, the Marylebone Cricket Club 
yesterday released regulations on 
the width and thickness of the 
bats. The changes will start at the 
professional level and be phased 
into amateur cricket.

It means the likes of Australian 
opening batsman David Warner 
will have to rely on a bat with a 
significantly thinner spine than 
he has been using in recent sea-
sons. The size of bats has become 
more of an issue since the advent 
of Twenty20 cricket, where bat-
ters attack the ball from the first 
over of the game.

The maximum dimensions of a 
cricket bat will be set at 108 milli-
meters for width, 67 millimeters 
in depth and 40 millimeters for 
the edges.

A bat gauge will be used to ensu-
re that the new limits are adhered 
to in the professional game. Um-
pires already have small gauges 
to test the shape of the ball, which 
must be a certain weight.

The new edition of the Code of 
Laws, the first since 2000, will be 
formally released on March 20.

John Stephenson, the MCC’s 
head of cricket, said the game had 
evolved significantly over the last 

Tales Azzoni, Madrid

There is still hope for 
Barcelona in the Cham-

pions League.
With Lionel Messi at his 

best and leading an attack 
that has been scoring at will, 
Barcelona takes on Paris 
Saint-Germain with reason 
to believe it can reverse the 
4-0 loss in the first leg of the 
competition’s Round of 16.

Barcelona has scored at 
least five goals in its last 
two matches, and Messi has 
been virtually unstoppab-
le since the defeat in Paris, 
scoring six goals in four ga-
mes.

The Spanish club needs 
at least four goals at Camp 
Nou to avoid being elimina-
ted in the last 16 for the first 
time in nearly a decade.

“It will be difficult, but I 
have unwavering belief that 
we can play a great game 
and get right back into con-
tention,” Barcelona coach 
Luis Enrique said.

Another team needing to 

Guardians of cricket set new 
regulations on bats, behavior 

14 years and it was time to rewri-
te some laws rather than keep 
making amendments.

“We felt the time was right for a 
new code to tidy up many of the 
piecemeal changes made since 
2000,” Stephenson said. “The bat 
size issue has been heavily scru-
tinized and discussed. We belie-
ve the maximum dimensions we 
have set will help redress the ba-
lance between bat and ball, while 
still allowing the explosive, big 

hitting we all enjoy.”
The MCC, based at Lord’s in 

London, is responsible for the 
laws of the game, while the In-
ternational Cricket Council is res-
ponsible for the administration of 
the sport.

Other law changes involved the 
handling of run outs and gave 
umpires more discretion to pe-
nalize players for poor on-field 
behavior, including excessive 
appealing, making contact with 

players or officials or intimida-
tion.

A batter will no longer be dee-
med run out if he or she has tou-
ched down across the crease and 
the bails are dislodged while the 
bat bounces. Changes will also 
make it easier for a bowler to run 
out a batter at the non-striker’s 
end before the ball is bowled.

Umpires will have increased 
power to sanctions players im-
mediately depending on the se-

verity of the bad behavior, with 
levels of punishments ranging 
from a warning, to the awarding 
of five penalty runs to the oppo-
sing team or temporary or per-
manent removal of a player from 
the game.

“We felt the time had come 
to introduce sanctions for poor 
player behavior,” Stephenson 
said. “Research told us that a 
growing number of umpires at 
grass roots level were leaving the 
game because of it.

“Hopefully these sanctions will 
give them more confidence to 
handle disciplinary issues effi-
ciently, whilst providing a deter-
rent to the players.”

Changes to bat dimensions in 
the Code of Laws have been fo-
reshadowed for months by the 
MCC’s cricket committee, which 
contains former international cri-
cketers including former test cap-
tains Mike Brearley of England 
and Ricky Ponting of Australia.

In December, the espncricinfo.
com website quoted Brearley as 
saying the time for change was 
overdue, and players, manufac-
turers and administrators had 
been consulted.

“It was pointed out to us that, 
in 1905, the width of bats was 16 
millimeters and that, by 1980, it 
had increased to 18 millimeters. It 
is now an average, in professional 
cricket, of 35-40 and sometimes 
up to 60 millimeters. That shows 
how fast the change has been.”

Ponting also told the cricket we-
bsite that the overwhelming fee-
dback from players “was a need 
for the restoration of a balance 
between bat and ball.

The summary of the news laws 
was released while India is hosting 
Australia in a four-test series, Sou-
th Africa is in New Zealand, En-
gland is in the West Indies and Sri 
Lanka is hosting Bangladesh. AP

FooTball

Barca goes for miracle win 
against PSG in Champions League

overcome a big defeat will 
be Arsenal, which lost 5-1 
at Bayern Munich. The En-
glish club has been elimina-
ted in the Round of 16 the 
last six seasons, and another 
setback will add even more 
pressure on coach Arsene 
Wenger.

No team has reversed a 

four-goal deficit since the 
new Champions League 
format was introduced in 
1992-93.

Defending champion Real 
Madrid takes a 3-1 lead into 
the second leg against Na-
poli in Italy, while Borussia 
Dortmund hosts Benfica 
looking to overcome a 1-0 

loss in Portugal.
Here’s a look at today’s ga-

mes:

Thursday, 3:45am 
Barcelona v PSG 
H 1.5, D 5.5, A 7.1

Backed by a 16-game 
unbeaten streak, Paris Sain-
t-Germain heads to Spain 
confident it will be able to 
withstand Barcelona’s pres-
sure at the Camp Nou on 
Wednesday.

“It will be one hell of a 
game, we know that Barce-
lona believe in their come-
back,” PSG midfielder Blai-
se Matuidi said. “If there is 
one team capable of doing 
this kind of thing, it’s Bar-
celona. But they’ll be facing 

PSG and it will be difficult 
against us.”

PSG has made it to the 
quarterfinals the last four 
seasons, being eliminated 
by Barcelona in 2013 and 
2015.

“I don’t think we have any 
pressure,” midfielder Marco 
Verratti said. “I think all the 
pressure is on Barcelona.”

Barcelona, which has rea-
ched the quarterfinals the 
last nine seasons, has ou-
tscored opponents by four 
goals or more at least 10 
times this season. It is boos-
ted by a 5-0 rout of Celta 
Vigo in the Spanish league.

“It was one of our best 
games this season and one 
of the best in the past few 
months,” Luis Enrique said. 

“It’s a game that gives us 
confidence. We will have 
our chances against PSG.”

Thursday, 3:45am 
Dortmund v Benfica 
H 1.38, D 5.5, A 10.5

Dortmund will have to over-
turn its one-goal deficit wi-
thout inspirational midfielder 
Marco Reus, who has been 
ruled out of Wednesday’s 
match with a thigh injury.

Still, Dortmund is boosted 
by three consecutive Bun-
desliga wins since the defeat 
in Portugal, including a 6-2 
rout of Bayer Leverkusen at 
home on Saturday.

Pierre-Emerick Auba-
meyang, who missed a pe-
nalty against Benfica, scored 
twice against Leverkusen. 
The Gabon striker leads the 
Bundesliga scoring chart 
with 21 goals.

“We’re unpredictable at 
the moment, difficult for 
any opponent,” midfielder 
Gonzalo Castro said.
AP / Oddschecker.com
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3-D Printing - the Future 
oF ManuFacturing?

Long ago I completed a PhD wherein I stu-
died metal machining production processes. 
At that time, 3-D printing was unheard of but 
now I frequently see articles touting it as the 
future of manufacturing. I am not convinced, 
but I see merit in 3-D printing for special appli-
cations.

There are several 3-D printing technologies 
but they mostly boil down to building up a sha-
pe by successively melting small particles of 
material onto the part finished object, like bui-
lding up a wall using bricks. The particles can 
be made from a wide range of materials, but 
are usually metal or plastic. A separate glue 
may be used to hold the particles together, 
or a LASER or other energy source can melt 
the particles together. All practical 3-D printing 
machines are completely automated and start 
with a CAD (Computer Aided Design) file that 
describes the finished shape. The machine 
then decomposes the finished shape into a 
series of parallel layers (like slicing an onion) 
and deposits particles sequentially to build up 
each layer one atop the other.

Current 3-D printers can only make products 
from one material at a time. You can easily 
3-D print a bottle, but not a bottle full of juice, 
or even a bottle with a label on it. This mostly 
limits 3-D printing to single part products, or 
single parts of more complex products. Also, 
the materials used in 3-D printing must be spe-
cially, and expensively, formulated.

3-D printing is very flexible and can be used 
to make parts of any shape, even ones that are 
very difficult to create using conventional me-
thods. We have all seen balls carved one insi-
de the other, which is very difficult to do with 
conventional manufacturing machines, but is 
easy with 3-D printing, for example. However, 
the process is limited to smaller parts and it is 
also quite slow so it takes several hours make 
a coffee cup. Finally, because the objects are 
built from particles the finished surface is of-
ten rough and relatively inaccurate.

3-D printing is an example of an additive ma-
nufacturing process like molding and forging. 
However, these other additive manufacturing 
processes use a mold to shape the object - 
think of pouring molten metal into a casting 
mold. Using a mold gives you great speed 
and accuracy advantages, but to change the 
part you have to change the mold. Thus, using 
a mold is only effective if you want to make 
many copies of the same part. The mold also 
limits the range of objects that can be made - 
no balls within balls.

Finally, 3-D printers can be put anywhere, 
just like ordinary printers, so you do not need a 
factory or an expert operator. This means that 
individualized custom objects can be made on 
demand - think of emailing a design file to your 
local print shop and then picking up your own 
individually designed, and unique, lampshade 
the next day.

Taking all of the above into consideration, it 
is clear that 3-D printing is not particularly sui-
ted to large scale high-volume manufacturing, 
and will always be more expensive than con-
ventional mass production in these situations. 
But it is very good for intricate custom or small 
volume production objects like prosthetic body 
parts, architectural models, prototype machi-
ne parts and “objets d’art”, as long as smooth 
surfaces are not needed, or the object can be 
hand finished.

3-D printing is very well suited to creative 
industries for making models and prototypes 
and customized products. I would very much 
like to see a 3-D printing shop set up in Ma-
cau so that local school kids and professional 
designers can make unique products for their 
own creative development and for sale.

Macau Matters
Richard Whitfield

nePal a general 
strike called by ethnic 
groups a day after 
police fire killed at 
least three protesters 
shut down markets, 
schools and transport 
in much of southern 
nepal yesterday. 
Protesters blocked 
main highways and 
towns to enforce the 
general strike, attacked 
several government 
offices and vandalized 
a vehicle from the 
national Human Rights 
Commission, which had 
a team monitoring the 
situation. More on p12

IndIa a court 
sentenced a university 
professor and 
four others to life 
imprisonment yesterday 
on charges of belonging 
to a banned communist 
rebel group and 
recruiting others to join 
them. The Maoist rebels 
have been fighting the 
Indian government for 
more than four decades, 
demanding land and 
jobs for tenant farmers 
and the poor.

euroPean unIon a 
senior German official 
called yesterday 
for european union 
countries to rally behind 
donald Tusk, the former 
Polish prime minister 
who is seeking a second 
term in one of the bloc’s 
top positions.

ausTrIa-Turkey 
austria’s foreign 
ministry says that 
Turkish hackers have 
again attacked its 
internet pages amid 
simmering tensions 
between the two 
countries. Spokesman 
Thomas Schnoell says 
the ministry’s home 
page was off line for 
several minutes.

us President donald 
Trump has signed a 
scaled-back version of 
his controversial ban on 
many foreign travelers, 
hoping to avoid a new 
round of lawsuits and 
outrage while fulfilling 
a central campaign 
promise. His order 
still bars new visas for 
people from six Muslim-
majority countries and 
temporarily shuts down 
america’s refugee 
program. More on p15
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BUZZ
THE China slams Dalai lama’s 

appearanCe with ComiC John oliver 
China has dismissed the Dalai Lama as “de-

ceptive” after the exiled Tibetan spiritual lea-
der criticized some Beijing leaders in an inter-
view with British comedian John Oliver.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Geng 
Shuang said that Oliver’s “Last Week Tonight” 
talk show that aired Sunday night in the U.S. 

was for entertainment purposes. Geng said 
the Dalai Lama’s comments about the con-
tested issue of his reincarnation “appear to be 
funny and humorous but they’re all lies.”

The Dalai Lama told Oliver that Chinese 
hard-liners lacked common sense and “part of 
the brain.”
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Lindsey Bahr, Los Angeles

HoLLYWooD dream 
team Steven Spiel-

berg, Tom Hanks and Meryl 
Streep are considering taking 
on some classified govern-
ment documents in a feature 
film about the Pentagon Pa-
pers case.

A source close to the project 
who spoke only on the con-
dition of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to 
comment publicly said yes-
terday [Macau time] that 
Spielberg has signed on to di-
rect “The Post,” a co-produc-
tion from Fox and Amblin 
Entertainment.

Based on a script by Liz 
Hannah, the film will focus 
on The Washington Post’s 
1971 publication of the clas-
sified Vietnam War study af-
ter a federal judge barred the 
New York Times from fur-
ther coverage. The Times had 
previously published a series 
of articles from the critical 
report after military analyst 
Daniel Ellsberg leaked the 
top secret documents.

In defiance of the govern-
ment’s efforts to block cove-
rage on grounds of national 
security concerns, Washing-

ton Post publisher Katharine 
Graham joined forces with 
the New York Times in a le-
gal battle over their right to 
publish. The case went to the 
Supreme Court, which ruled 
in favor of the press.

According to a report by the 
Hollywood trade publication 
Deadline, Hanks is in talks to 
play Washington Post editor 
Ben Bradlee — which wou-
ld mark his fifth outing with 
Spielberg — and Streep is in 
negotiations for the part of 
Graham.

Not unlike Graham, Streep 

recently has established her-
self as a powerful voice in 
support of the press and in 
opposition to the current ad-
ministration.

In a speech at the Golden 
Globe Awards in January, 
Streep passionately defended 
the freedom of the press to 
“hold power to account” and 
urged audiences to support 
the Committee to Protect 
Journalists.

Reps for Spielberg, Streep 
and Hanks did not immedia-
tely respond to request for 
comment. AP

la la ‘naM

Spielberg, Streep, Hanks 
may team for Pentagon 
Papers movie

Philippines protests ‘Madam 
Secretary’ portrayal of leader 
The Philippine govern-

ment has protested the 
depiction of a fictional leader 
of its country who makes a 
pass at the female U.S. Secre-
tary of State in the CBS dra-
ma “Madam Secretary.”

A video teaser of the episo-
de airing Sunday shows the 
middle-aged Filipino charac-
ter with a bloodied nose after 
being punched by the titu-
lar character, U.S. Secretary 
of State Elizabeth McCord, 
played by Tea Leoni.

The Philippine Embassy in 
Washington said it wrote to 
CBS to “strongly protest the 
highly negative depiction of 
a character purported to be 
the Philippine President” and 
called on the network to take 
necessary corrective actions.

It’s the latest potential irri-
tant between the United Sta-

tes and Philippine President 
Rodrigo Duterte, who shar-
ply criticized then-President 
Barack Obama for raising 
concerns over his deadly anti-
drug crackdown and has cal-
led his own country’s foreign 
policy too dependent on the 
U.S.

The episode synopsis des-
cribes the “Philippines’ un-
conventional new president” 
as exhibiting inappropriate 

behavior toward McCord.
“This highly negative por-

trayal of our Head of State not 
only casts doubt on the res-
pectability of the Office of the 
Philippine President but also 
denigrates the way our nation 
navigates foreign affairs,” the 
Philippine Embassy said. “It 
also tarnishes the Philippines’ 
longstanding advocacy for 
women’s rights and gender 
equality.”

While the Philippines has 
had two female presidents in 
its history, Duterte has been 
criticized for making crude 
and sexist remarks.

Duterte’s spokesman Er-
nesto Abella said while it is 
clear the series is a work of 
fiction, “I think they are pro-
jecting something that they 
really would like to say about 
their own situation.” AP

Meryl Streep

U.S. actress Tea Leoni, looks on 
during a news conference in Hanoi


