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Lai Chi Vun

Petition calls for end to 
shipyard demolitions

rich-poor gap 
remains wide

cultural affairs bureau 
hiring system slammed

a Guardian report issued 
yesterday focuses on the wide 
gap between the rich and poor 
in Macau

The Commission against 
Corruption released last Friday 
a report highlighting several 
unlawful hiring practices  P2

party 
officials 
harden 
rhetoric 
on islam  

 P7

 P5

‘We can bring Michel Vaillant back 
to Macau for a new adventure’ 

South Korea 
President Park Geun-
hye departure from 
the presidential palace 
came a day after tens of 
thousands of opponents 
and supporters divided 
the streets of downtown 
Seoul with massive 
rallies. Three people 
died and dozens were 
injured in violent clashes 
between Park’s 
supporters and police. 
More on p13

China’s ruling 
Communist Party is 
hardening its rhetoric 
about islam, with top 
officials making repeated 
warnings this past 
week about the specter 
of global religious 
extremism seeping into 
the country.

Singapore Developer 
stocks soared as 
authorities eased some 
property-market curbs, 
with analysts saying 
the changes will buoy 
shares that have been 
weighed down by a 
three-year losing streak 
for house prices.

philippineS The 
government and 
communist rebels 
have agreed to resume 
peace talks and restore 
separate cease-fires 
after an escalation 
of deadly clashes, 
officials said yesterday. 
Just three days ago, 
President Duterte 
threatened to unleash 
an all-out war against 
the new People’s army 
guerrillas after they 
killed four policemen 
and wounded another. 
More on p12
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Renato Marques

The Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) relea-

sed on Friday a new report 
highlighting several unlawful 
hiring practices at the Cultu-
ral Affairs Bureau (IC). 

The report was issued just 
weeks after a leadership 
change at the IC, in which 
former president Ung Vai 
Meng quit unexpectedly and 
was replaced by Leung Hio 
Ming, one of the bureau’s 
former vice presidents. 

Leung already stated that 
he was aware of the CCAC in-
vestigation, but that the con-
tested procedures were not 
under his supervision. 

The document, named “In-
vestigation report on the em-
ployment of workers through 
acquisition of services by the 
Cultural Affairs Bureau”, ar-
gues that the IC has “violated 
the law of open recruitment 
and central recruitment sys-
tem [and] evaded the supe-
rior’s assessment and su-
pervision by hiring a lot of 
workers through acquisition 
of services over recent years.”

The CCAC focuses on issues 
such as the IC’s reported fai-
lure to publicize job openin-
gs, as well as carelessness, 
negligence and an alleged 
violation of the recusal sys-
tem.

The anti-graft watchdog 
claims that during the inves-
tigations, which started in 
April 2016 and lasted for al-
most a year, it became clear 
that the IC had been hiring 
numerous illegal workers 
through acquisition of servi-
ces in recent years. 

The CCAC said it had iden-
tified similar flaws in other 
public departments and that, 
together with the Commis-
sion of Audit (CA), it had 
continuously pointed out 
these practices in their re-
ports, recommendations and 
guidelines.

Such recommendations 
were acknowledged by “most 
of the public departments 
[that] have avoided hiring 
workers through acquisition 
of services,” a situation that 

ic promises to ‘tackle the issue’
IN ReSPONSe to the disclo-
sure of the CCAC report, the IC 
said in a press statement that it 
would “immediately tackle the 
issue”, beginning by analyzing 
the report together with CCAC’s 
suggestions and acting in ac-
cordance with the law. Such a 
task would aim to “rectify the 
inappropriateness mentioned in 
the report as soon as possible,” 
the statement said. “In the pro-

cess of this investigation, the IC 
has cooperated closely with the 
CCAC and agrees with the needs 
for improvement mentioned in 
the report,” the IC added in the 
statement, expressing “heartfelt 
gratitude to CCAC for perceiv-
ing the inadequacies.” The 
Secretary for Social Affairs and 
Culture Alexis Tam has given 
the IC 30 days to reply to the 
CCAC.

CCaC 

Cultural Affairs Bureau’s 
recruitment system slammed
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did not happen for the IC, 
which has been using the 
method increasingly over the 
years.

According to the CCAC re-
port, there were a total of 112 
workers employed by the IC 
in 2014 using the aforemen-
tioned method, accounting 
for about 17 percent of all of 
the bureau’s employees. A 
similar figure was noted in 
2015 when 110 workers were 
hired through the same me-
thod.

Last year, although the bu-
reau was already under in-
vestigation, the number of 
employees hired by that me-
thod still came to 94 workers.

The CCAC also noted in 
its report that, according to 
the information provided by 
the IC, apart from full-time 
workers, the bureau also re-
cruited “a considerable num-
ber of part-time workers who 
were paid hourly to work 
in relevant sub-units every 
year. A total of 308 such 
workers were recruited in 
2014; 293 and 416 workers 
were recruited in 2015 and 
2016 respectively.”

The CCAC added that the 
method was broadly used 
and that there was a comple-
te system in place to super-
vise these employees’ work 
differently.

“There were even special 
forms to record the atten-
dance of such workers and 
for them to apply for annual 
leave. Arguably, the practice 
already became quite com-
mon, systematized and stan-
dardized,” the CCAC report 
continued, adding that the 
IC had always justified the 
hiring process by citing “hea-
vy workloads”, “inadequate 
manpower” and the “time-
consuming recruitment pro-
cess.” 

During the investigation, 
the IC said, “the massive in-
crease in the workloads in re-
cent years and the inadequate 
manpower made them unab-
le to cope with a multitude 
of additional projects; not to 
mention that it took too long 
to hire workers through the 
central recruitment system 
and that the authorities wou-
ld not approve our exemp-
tion from initiating an open 

recruitment process.”
However, the CCAC inves-

tigations found that when 
recruiting workers through 
acquisition of services, the IC 
also failed to publicize their 
recruitment. Nor did they re-
quest job seeker information 
from the Public Administra-
tion and Civil Service Bureau 
(SAFP), resorting instead 
to internal recruitment that 
would reach only colleagues 
and friends, or by word of 
mouth in specific sectors. 

“These acts were against 
the principle of openness in 

the recruitment procedures 
of public servants,” conti-
nued the CCAC, adding that 
the new recruits were often 
were not required to undergo 
any written proficiency tes-
ts, meaning that their hiring 
was solely dependent on re-
sume analysis and personal 
interviews. 

In some cases, workers were 
hired to perform specialized 
tasks such as “supervision 
of facility maintenance and 
engineering work” – which 
would often be carried out by 
a candidate without any re-
levant field training or work 
experience.

In another example, the 
CCAC cited a worker that was 
hired to “assist in handling 
the personnel salary pay-
ments as well as some other 
accounting-related tasks”, 
when the candidate’s work 
experience only mentioned 
“dormitory management 
and settlement of dispute in 
dormitories in a hotel of Ma-
cau”, which appeared largely 
irrelevant from the CCAC’s 
perspective.

“When the IC recruited 
workers through acquisi-
tion of services, its recruit-
ment procedures were nei-
ther open nor transparent,” 
the CCAC concluded, adding 
that “the recruitment criteria 
were neither clear nor regu-
lated.”

Moreover, there were cir-
cumstances in which “the 
relatives of some leaders and 
chiefs were able to be recrui-
ted by the IC through acqui-
sition of services.”

“Such acts were against 
the civil service recruitment 
policies of the Macau SAR 
Government which propose 
openness, fairness and justi-
ce,” said the CCAC.

It described the illegal hi-
ring as having led to many 
“unexplainable” and “difficult 
to control” situations, from 
illegal contract clauses to ine-
xplicable salary adjustments.
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HKZMB 
checkpoint to be 
completed by 
year-end
The company responsible for the 
Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge 
(HKZMB) revealed the Macau 
checkpoint will be completed by the 
end of this year. Macau’s checkpoint 
will be located on the southern side 
of the HKZMB’s artificial island, 
covering an area equivalent to more 
than 75 football fields, according to 
TDM English news. The construction 
work will take place across four 
main sections, including the customs 
building, the parking lot and the 
administration building. State-owned 
CCCC Fourth Harbor Engineering 
Company, which is one of the four 
companies in charge of construction, 
said it was confident that the bridge 
would be open to the public by the 
end of the year.

Resident arrested 
for burning clothes
 
A Macau resident in his sixties was 
arrested on Thursday night after he 
was found holding a burning pair of 
pants in the lobby of a casino located 
in the NAPE area. The Judiciary Police 
(PJ) said that the fire was eventually 
extinguished by casino security. 
According to the PJ, the fire did not 
lead to any injuries or property damage.

Eileen Ng, Kuala Lumpur 

MalaySIa’S foreign 
minister said Saturday 

that the government hopes 
to begin formal talks with 
North Korea in the “next few 
days” on solving a diplomatic 
dispute that has seen the two 
countries bar each other’s ci-
tizens from leaving.

The dispute stems from 
the mysterious poisoning 
death of the estranged half 
brother of North Korean lea-
der Kim Jong Un on Feb. 13 
at Kuala Lumpur’s airport. 
Malaysia says Kim Jong Nam 
died after two women smea-
red his face with the banned 
VX nerve agent, but North 
Korea — which is widely sus-
pected to be behind the attack 
— rejects the findings.

Relations have steadily de-
teriorated, with each country 
expelling the other’s ambas-
sador. On Tuesday, North 
Korea blocked all Malaysians 
from leaving the country until 
a “fair settlement” of the case 
was reached. Malaysia then 

barred North Koreans from 
exiting its soil.

Malaysian Foreign Minister 
Anifah Aman said Saturday 
that communication was on-
going with the North Korean 
Embassy in Kuala Lumpur 
and that both sides were rea-
dy for formal talks. He said 
many countries offered to 
help, but “we don’t need a 
third party’s help for the time 
being and hopefully will ne-
ver need them.”

“We are ready [...] they 
[also] want to start talking. 
We hope [to begin] in the 
next few days,” Anifah told 
reporters after meeting with 
the families of the nine Ma-
laysians still stranded in Nor-
th Korea. “The safety of our 
people is our paramount con-

cern and we are doing every-
thing possible.”

He said the nine Malaysians 
— three embassy workers and 
their family members — were 
safe and allowed to move 
freely.

Anifah said the return 
of Kim’s body would be part 
of the talks’ agenda. “We 
don’t want to keep the body 
more than what is necessary,” 
he said. “Eventually we have 
to surrender the body to so-
meone, whether to the gover-
nment or next-of-kin.”

North Korea has deman-
ded the body back from Day 
One and objected to Malay-
sia’s autopsy. Pyongyang also 
has refused to acknowledge 
that Kim Jong Nam was the 

KiM JonG naM MurDer

Malaysia hopes for talks with 
North Korea in ‘next few days’ 

victim and has referred to 
him as Kim Chol, the name 
on the passport Kim was car-
rying when he was attacked in 
a crowded airport terminal.

On Friday, Malaysian poli-
ce confirmed that Kim Chol 
and Kim Jong Nam was the 
same person, but refused to 
say how they identified Kim. 
Malaysian authorities have 
asked for Kim’s immediate 
family to provide DNA sam-
ples to identify the body, but 
nobody has come forward. 
Malaysia’s prime minister 
has said they may be too sca-
red.

Although Malaysia has never 
directly accused North Korea 
of being behind the attack, 
many speculate that Pyon-
gyang must have orchestra-
ted it. Experts say the VX ner-
ve agent used to kill Kim was 
almost certainly produced in 
a sophisticated state weapons 
laboratory, and North Korea 
is widely believed to possess 
large quantities of chemical 
weapons. AP

only 315 north koreans left in the country 
MalaySIa haS lowered its 
estimate of how many North 
Koreans are in the country and 
barred from leaving amid a 
dispute over the killing of North 

Korean leader Kim Jong Un’s 
half brother, saying 315 remain. 
A Malaysian government official 
earlier estimated 1,000 North 
Koreans were in the country.
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it is not enough 
to have just one 
or two shipyards 
[left], you need 
the whole site 
to understand 
the scale of this 
industry. 

João PALLA 
ARCHITECT

 ad

A Guardian report issued 
yesterday describes Ma-

cau as Asia’s Las Vegas, fo-
cusing on the still-wide gap 
between the rich and poor, 
as well as quoting a local 
lawmaker who claims that 
the government only has 
their ears turned to the elites. 

The report mentions that 
on paper, Macau is listed as 
the world’s third wealthiest 
city behind Luxembourg and 
Qatar, according to the Inter-
national Monetary Fund.

Local government statisti-
cs claim that only about 2.3 
percent of Macau’s popula-
tion lives in poverty, but the 
percentage is based on in-
come and does not take into 
account the staggering costs 
of living.

The ever-rising costs of li-
ving have even forced some to 
leave the Asian gambling hub 
to seek a cheaper life across 
the border in China. 

Lawmaker Pereira Cou-
tinho is cited as saying that 
the government does not 
help the poor as corruption is 
rampant, adding that only the 

rich have their voices heard 
by the government.

“The poor are ignored and 
suffer. All the land is reserved 
for casinos, and instead of 
building housing for the poor, 
the government is giving out 
more allocations for gaming 
tables,” he laments in the re-
port.

The local politician also voi-
ces regrets that the annual 
wealth partaking scheme 
worth MOP9,000 is only to 
“keep their [residents] mouth 
shut about politics.”

Coutinho blames Macau’s 
political system for the gap 
between the rich and the 
poor. He finds the system 
fundamentally flawed: an 
unelected committee chooses 

the head of the MSAR, and 
professional organizations, 
together with Chief Executive 
Chui Sai On, appoint more 
than half of the legislature.

The report notes that the 
majority of members in the 
legislature, including the 
Chief Executive, are pro-Bei-
jing, and concludes that “Ma-
cau politics are dominated by 
politicians and tycoons loyal 
to China.” 

Paul Pun, head of Caritas 
Macau, described the gap be-
tween the rich and the poor as 
“wide”. He admitted that the 
government is aware of the is-
sue but hinted that it lacks the 
courage to face the problem.

Caritas Macau estimates 
that some 10 percent of the 
population lives in poverty, 
with 7 percent struggling to 
fulfil basic needs such as food.

“The gaming industry shou-
ld be required to provide hou-
sing for migrant workers: that 
would greatly lessen the pro-
blem,” Pun suggested.

About a third of the region’s 
650,000-strong population 
are migrants.  

A group of architects and concerned lo-
cals have joined an online petition to 

halt the planned demolition of around a 
dozen shipyards in Coloane’s Lai Chi Vun 
district. 

The controversial demolitions, which 
are being conducted due to governmen-
tal concerns over the sites’ safety, have 
prompted both cultural authorities and 
influential members of the public to inter-
vene. They argue that the shipyards shou-
ld be preserved for their intrinsic historic 
and heritage value.

The petition claims that the sites “cons-
titute a form of architectural heritage” 
and should be preserved in line with the 
government’s promotion of the cultural 
and creative industries.

“The shipyards of Lai Chi Vun represent 
the history of the shipbuilding industry, 
which in Macau was of great importance, 
particularly […] when Macau depended 
almost exclusively on shipping,” read a 
statement on the website hosting the pe-
tition. 

“These buildings constitute a form of ar-
chitectural heritage built by the shipbuil-
ders themselves [which] is proof of a uni-
que cultural identity.” 

The high-profile architects behind the 
petition include Maria José Freitas, who 
designed the Kun Iam Ecumenical Centre 
in the NAPE area, and João Palla, who has 
previously worked as an architect with se-
veral casino operators in the MSAR.

“It is not enough to have just one or two 
shipyards [left], you need the whole site 
to understand the scale of this industry,” 
Palla told the Times. “They are in the 
minds and memory of many locals here 
and many want to see [the site] renova-
ted.”

Palla, Freitas and the other signatories 
are calling for the sites to be repurposed, 
possibly for future cultural activities.

They hope to attract around 1,000 sig-
natures for the petition.

The demolition of the historic shipyard 
facilities was deemed necessary by Ma-
cau’s Marine and Water Bureau, which 
argued in a statement last week that the 
structures are “seriously damaged due to 
lack of maintenance […] creating a high 
security risk.”

The Land, Public Works and Transport 
Bureau is responsible for the demolition 
works and began dismantling the sites 
last Wednesday.

In direct opposition to these works is a 
plan laid out by the city’s Cultural Affairs 
Bureau to preserve the area and showcase 
the old shipyards as a heritage site.

The agencies’ differing views have led 
some media outlets to question the effec-
tiveness of intra-government communi-
cation. 

Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture 
Alexis Tam, who admitted that he had 
only heard about the demolitions throu-
gh media reports, nevertheless denied 
any miscommunication and refuted the 
speculation.

Macau’s traditional shipbuilding indus-
try drew its last breath in the 1990s after 
around 300 years of booming business, 
according to an article published on the 
University of Macau’s website. 

The industry retained its economic im-
portance well into the mid-20th century, 
when it was estimated to account for as 
much as one-third of Macau’s gross do-
mestic product.

In the 1920s, Macau had over 30 shi-
pbuilding factories. Before last week, the 
Lai Chi Vun area was home to 18 shipbui-
lding factories, 11 of which had reportedly 
fallen into disrepair. Four of the shipyards 
have applied to renew their licenses. DB

Lai Chi Vun

Online petition calls for end 
to shipyard demolitions

A local woman stacks used 
cardboard boxes for recycling

GuarDian on MaCau 

Wide gap between rich and poor 
remains, corruption rampant
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Julie Zhu

FReNch photographer, writer 
and comic book author Phi-

lippe Graton was invited to the 
Macau Literary Festival 2017 “The 
Script Road.” He is hosting a photo 
exhibition and a display of the ori-
ginal prints of the album Rendez-
vous à Macao (1983) at the Old 
Court Building. 

Since 1994, Graton has written 
scenarios for television and for the 
comic series Michel Vaillant. 

In 2012, he re-launched the ad-
ventures of Michel Vaillant with a 
new season.  At the end of 2015, he 
issued a 320-page illustrated bio-
graphy of his father, Jean Graton, 
who originally created Michel Vai-
llant in 1957. 

2017 marks the 60th anniversary 
of the Michel Vaillant character. 
In an interview with the Times, 
Graton revealed that he is thinking 
about bringing Michel Vaillant 
back to Macau, and shared some 
stories about the comics series and 
his passion for photography. 

Macau Daily Times (MDT) - 
are you really considering 
bringing Michel Vaillant 
back to Macau?

Philippe Graton (PG) - Thir-
ty years after, I am thinking about 
bringing Michel Vaillant back to 
Macau, during my stay here for 
the Macau Literary Festival. I 
have been also observing places, 
thinking about what could be a 
new adventure for Michel Vaillant 
in Macau, because Macau has 
changed a lot with time. 

Macau is still extremely interes-
ting. It is very interesting to see it 
in a comic. There are a lot of cli-
chés about Macau. Macau is not 
just casinos. Once you step a little 
bit aside, you see so many other 
things. […] I almost fell in love 
with Macau and the Macanese 
people, because they are very nice 
people. It is very charming, and it’s 
very interesting. 

Culturally, you have people from 
not only Portugal and China, but 
all over the world. This mixing of 
culture makes them a little bit spe-
cial; very open-minded to many 
things, interested in many things. 
So it seems that for all the nine 
days that I have been here, I have 
encountered very nice people and 
discovered the city. […] I was in 
an incredible hotel: the MGM ho-
tel, which is fantastic with a lot of 
taste […] I have seen the construc-
tion site of the next MGM hotel in 
Cotai, which is simply amazing. 
I have been taking pictures the-
re. I have been to Coloane Villa-
ge: quiet places, with the trees, 
the small places, and you feel like 
being in Portugal. It’s so different, 

Wei Zhao not 
applying for third 
mandate at UM
The rector of the University of Macau 
(UM), Professor Wei Zhao, will not 
apply for a third mandate as head of 
the tertiary institution, as reported 
by Radio Macau. Wei, who has led 
the UM since 2008 and is now on 
his second mandate, revealed his 
intentions yesterday to the academic 
community. Wei’s mandate finishes 
in November 2018, after which UM 
leadership will change hands.

Authorities 
extend use 
of overseas 
e-channels
Since Macau passport holders gained 
access to countries such as Japan 
and Australia’s automated clear-
ance system, the authorities have 
been in talks with other regions for 
similar deals. According to a TDM 
report, DSI director Ao Ieong U 
said the MSAR passport could be 
technologically compatible with 
any country’s automated clearance 
system, depending on whether those 
countries would accept it. However, 
Ao declined to disclose the countries 
and territories with which the Macau 
authorities are in talks. Meanwhile, 
Immigration Department senior 
officer Wong Kim Hong, citing re-
cent statistics, said 60 percent of the 
164 million people who entered and 
exited Macau used the Automated 
Passenger Clearance System, or e-
channels.

Scientists: Air 
pollution due to 
local emissions
A recent study by air scientists from 
Macau and Hong Kong concluded 
that both territories contribute large 
quantities of “particulate matter” to 
their own atmospheres, as opposed 
to the more widely held view that the 
majority originates from mainland 
China.  This means that the build-up 
of pollutant particles in Macau’s air 
is not entirely due to the northerly 
winds from the mainland. Instead, 
the source of the pollutants is most 
likely local vehicle emissions or light 
industry. “It’s not easy to argue in 
[all cases] that winds were blowing 
particulate matter to Hong Kong 
[from mainland China],” argued co-
author Professor Chan Chak Keung, 
according to an article in the South 
China Morning Post.  The paper was 
published in scientific journal At-
mospheric Chemistry and Physics in 
November 2016.

Q&A

‘We can bring Michel Vaillant back 
to Macau for a new adventure’ 

PhiLiPPe GraTon
PhoToGraPher, auThor 

and you are one kilometer away. 
There is a rare richness that inspi-
red me to write a scenario for the 
next comic. The Macau Grand Prix 
is also very spectacular. It’s one of 
the toughest races whether it is 
by car, or motorbike, it’s quite so-
mething. I think we can bring our 
character Michel Vaillant back to 
Macau for a new adventure. I am 
not sure, but I am really thinking 
about it.        

    

MDT- Is this your first time 
in Macau?

PG - It is my first time [in Ma-
cau] – not in Asia, because I have 
been travelling to other places. But 
for Macau, I can tell you that it will 
not be my last. 

MDT- How is Macau diffe-
rent from other asian cities 
you have visited?

PG - It is very specific, and I think 
it is due to this Portuguese history. 
It’s not Asia, it’s not Portugal, we 
are somewhere else. Even here, for 
example, the Portuguese culture 
and the Portuguese cooking are 
influenced by the fact that Portu-
gal has conquered many countries 
in the world. Macau is a place of 
travelers, so even the cooking has 
been influenced by all that. You 

are not eating the same way you 
eat in Lisboa, for example, so all 
that is really, really interesting. Be-
cause it gives Macau a very strong 
identity. 

MDT - Did you find Michel 
Vaillant interesting from the 
very beginning, while your 
father was developing the 
character? 

PG - I [thought] my father had 
the most boring job on earth, be-
cause I never realized the glamour 
of it. At six in the morning, my fa-
ther was in his studio and drawing, 
and he was doing that all day, and 
I would see him at dinner before 
going to bed. 

So my father would disappear 
into the attic at the beginning of 
the day and come back at the end 
of the day. And I said that it was 
the stupidest work you could have. 
It was only at school that I saw in 
the eyes of my schoolmates, of my 
friends, that maybe he was doing 
something special. […] But soon 
my father brought me to races. 
And of course, I met a lot of very 
interesting people. Some great car 
drivers and things like that. Then 
I started working with him. It was 
just supposed to be giving him a 
hand, for a short time. But it just 
so happened that I continued. By 
accident, I started writing the sto-
ries of Michel Vaillant.

MDT- Is taking photos of ce-
lebrities the same as taking 
photos of strangers? 

PG -  Due to my job, I meet fa-
mous people. Whether I am taking 
a photograph of a king, or an actor, 
or a stranger, I have the same ru-
les. I photograph them the same 
way. Some people say that is in-
teresting because it captures di-
fferent things than when [other] 
photographers take portraits of 
celebrities.

MDT - how was your talk 
at the School of the Nations 
[on Friday]?

PG - It was for pupils around 15 
years old, so that’s not the easiest 
[audience]. You will never know 
if they are obliged, because of the 
teachers, to go listen to that guy, 
or if they are coming because they 
are interested. […] In my case, I 
didn’t prepare at all because I did 
not know what they were expec-
ting from me and what I should 
be talking about. […] When I 
arrived, I showed them on the 
screen, in three or four minu-
tes, how a comic is made. And I 
showed them a few photographs 
I took. They were very interested 
and asked a lot of questions that 
surprised me. I was quite happy 
not to have to make a long exposé 
for one and a half hours. 

MDT - Why black and whi-
te pictures? Simply because 
you like it?

PG - Yes, I wouldn’t do it if I 
didn’t like it. Because I found life 
very complicated. There are many 
things in life; there are filming, 
movements, and colors. Taking 
photographs helps me unders-
tand things and people. Someti-
mes when I take photographs I 
understand much more of what 
I see. In reality, I am distracted 
by everything that is around me. 
The light that’s moving, the color, 
what people say. When you take 
photography, you focus on the 
essentials, especially in black and 
white. It’s the shapes, the lines 
and the expressions itself; you go 
from three dimensions to two. 

It’s like a map that allows you 
to read what’s happening. I am 
taking pictures every day, and so-
metimes even of my everyday life, 
my children at the table waiting 
for dinner. We can’t wonder why 
we take pictures at that moment. 
When I look at these pictures af-
terward, I see things that I don’t 
see in real life. 

The relationship between peo-
ple, the way they stand around 
each other, the hierarchy: you 
don’t catch that in real life becau-
se it’s moving too fast. In pho-
tography, it really helps me to 
understand life and people, and 
to see things in a different way. 
I like black and white very much 
because of that. You go to what’s 
essential. 

MDT - are you interested 
in coming to Macau for ano-
ther year of the literary Fes-
tival?

PG - I would certainly come 
every year [if I could]. But they 
will not invite the same artists 
back.

 
Macau is not 
just casinos. 
once you 
step a little bit 
aside, you see 
so many other 
things.

PHILIPPE GRAToN
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 The 
shutdown 
is the latest 
trouble for the 
chocolate giant 
in China

corporate bits
ice world back at the venetian macao

The annual indoor frozen 
wonderland, “Kung Fu Pan-
da Adventure Ice World with 
the DreamWorks All-Stars,” 
is returning to The Venetian 
Macao’s Cotai Expo from 
March 16 to July 9.

Supported by the Macau 
Government Tourism Office 
(MGTO), the event features 

ght ice carvers and 28 ice 
builders, as well as lighting 
designers and power techni-
cians. Wei has visited coun-
tries including the U.S., Ger-
many, Cambodia, South Ko-
rea, Malaysia and Thailand 
for professional exhibitions 
and events.

The team is co-led by Xu 
Yuping, who has also tra-
velled abroad for ice sculp-
ture events, winning prizes 

at events such as the Sun 
Island International Snow 
Sculpture Art Expo.

According to organizers 
at  a recent media preview, 
2.5 million pounds of ice will 
be used to create the frozen 
art.

This year’s event includes 
lights and sound effects, as 
well as a host of colorful new 
DreamWorks Animation cha-
racters from “Kung Fu Pan-

da,” “Madagascar,” “Shrek,” 
“How To Train Your Dragon,” 
“The Croods” and “Trolls”.

New additions to the 
event include themed ga-
mes and desserts, as well 
as meet-and-greets with 
DreamWorks All-Stars cha-
racters.

Other attractions include a 
“Heroes Mask Creation” ac-
tivity, a merchandise corner 
and a game corner. LV

thousands of multi-colo-
red ice blocks carved into 
sculptures by a team of 
craftsmen from Harbin in 
northern China, which will 
be displayed across seven 
zones.

The team, led by Wei 
Xiangji, comprises about 
40 craftsmen including ei-

China orders Hershey-Lotte 
candy factory to halt operations
Heejin Kim, Sohee Kim, 
Craig Giammona

LOTTe Shanghai Foods, 
a joint venture between 
Hershey Co. and South 
Korea’s Lotte Group, 

has been told by Chinese autho-
rities to stop production at its 
factory for a month, joining a 
growing list of South Korean bu-
sinesses in China that have been 
ordered to suspend operations.

The latest order, confirmed 
by Lotte Group, comes as Sou-
th Korean companies say they 
are facing economic retaliation 
from China for their country’s 
decision to deploy a missile de-
fense system to counter North 
Korea’s provocations, including 
the test firing of four ballistic 
missiles on March 6.

Lotte Group and its affiliates 
have incurred the brunt of the 
recent actions against South 
Korean businesses after Lotte 
agreed to provide a golf course 
that the U.S. will use to deploy 
the Terminal High Altitude Area 
Defense missile system. China 
opposes the deployment, saying 
it undermines its own security. 
In recent weeks, Lotte’s Chine-
se website has been hacked and 

Chinese authorities, citing alle-
ged fire safety violations, have 
suspended 55 Lotte Mart stores, 
or more than half of the shops 
Lotte operates in China.

Chinese authorities ordered 
the production stoppage becau-
se of alleged safety violations, 
according to a Lotte representa-
tive, who asked not to be iden-
tified, citing company policy. 
The month-long halt could cost 
the joint venture about 4 billion 
won (USD3.5 million) in lost sa-
les, according to the company 
official. The factory makes cho-
colates and cocoa products.

Hershey suspended produc-
tion at the facility to “perform 
maintenance activities,” accor-
ding to a company statement.

“This action is being taken in 
connection with a routine ins-
pection and we are working 
closely with the government on 
these matters,” the company 
said.

Hershey established the joint 
venture with Lotte in 2007 and 
owns a 50 percent controlling 
stake, according to company fi-
lings. The shutdown is the latest 
trouble for the chocolate giant 
in China. Hershey generates 
almost all of its revenue selling 

chocolate in the U.S., though it 
has looked abroad for growth 
in recent years. In 2014, it bou-
ght Shanghai Golden Monkey 
to expand in China. But distri-
bution and payment collection 
problems have weighed on that 
business, and Hershey’s inter-
national unit posted a loss in the 
past two years.

The chocolatier said last week 
it will cut about 15 percent of 
its workforce as part of a cost- 
savings program aimed at boos-
ting profit margins, with the 
layoffs focused on hourly em-
ployees outside the U.S. Michele 
Buck, a company veteran who 
took over as chief executive of-
ficer on March 1, said earlier 
this month that growth in the 
Chinese chocolate market will 

BaNk of Nova Scotia 
is in talks with Cathay 

Financial Holdings Co. to 
sell its Malaysian opera-
tions as the Canadian len-
der looks to exit a country 
it’s been in for 44 years.

The Taipei-based com-
pany’s Cathay United Bank 
and Cathay Life Insuran-
ce units have exclusive 
rights until April 30 to 
bid for Bank of Nova Sco-
tia Berhad, according to 
a March 8 regulatory fi-
ling with the Taiwan Stock 
Exchange. The proposed 
takeover is subject to fur-
ther negotiations and re-
gulatory approvals from 
Taiwan and Malaysia.

“We are evolving our bu-
siness in the Asia-Pacific 
region with a focus on ser-
ving cross-regional clients 
in priority sectors and core 
markets,” Debra Chan, a 
spokeswoman for Toron-
to-based Scotiabank, said 
last week in an emailed 
statement. “As a result, a 
decision was made, to en-
ter into discussions with 
the goal of finding the ri-
ght buyer for our franchise 
in Malaysia.”

The Canadian lender has 
been in Malaysia since 
1973, and incorporated its 
operations there as Bank 
of Nova Scotia Berhad in 
1994, according to the com-
pany’s website. The busi-
ness, based in Kuala Lum-
pur, had assets of about 
USD4.37 billion Malaysian 
ringgit ($980 million) as 
of April 2016, according to 
financial statements. Sco-
tiabank valued the com-
pany at CAD311 million 
($230 million) in its 2016 
annual report.

Scotiabank has been re-
viewing its Asia businesses 
while focusing on domestic 
banking. The lender clo-
sed its global banking and 
markets office in Taiwan 
and is reevaluating its 49 
percent stake in Thai len-
der Thanachart Bank Pcl. 
Blooomberg

Scotiabank 
in talks to sell 
Malaysia unit

be slower than the company an-
ticipated.

The broader Chinese retalia-
tion may hurt South Korea’s 
economy. The China National 
Tourism Administration has 
ordered travel agents to stop 
selling tour packages to South 
Korea starting March 15, accor-
ding to the state-run Korea Tou-
rism Organization. South Ko-
rean government officials also 
said Chinese customs are rejec-
ting certain cosmetic shipments.

In addition, the Agricultu-
ral Bank of China, the coun-
try’s third-largest lender, asked 
branches to examine the lending 
it does with Lotte, according to 
people with knowledge of the 
matter.

South Korea is closely moni-
toring the situation with China 
and will work to minimize any 
negative impact to Korean citi-
zens and companies by expan-
ding economic and diplomatic 
efforts, Finance Minister Yoo 
Il-ho said last week after a mee-
ting with government ministers.

Shares of Lotte Confectionary 
Co., the Lotte unit that runs 
the Shanghai chocolate-making 
joint venture, fell last week in 
Seoul. MDT/Bloomberg
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There’s a 
strengthening 
trend of 
viewing islam 
as a problem 
in Chinese 
society.

MoHAMMED AL-SUDAIRI
EXPERT oN ISLAM IN CHINA

Gerry Shih, Beijing 

ChINa’S ruling Commu-
nist Party is hardening its 

rhetoric on Islam, with top of-
ficials making repeated warnin-
gs about the specter of global 
religious extremism seeping 
into the country and the need 
to protect traditional Chinese 
identity.

Shaerheti Ahan, a top political 
and legal affairs party official 
in Xinjiang, yesterday became 
the latest official from a pre-
dominantly Muslim region to 
warn political leaders gathe-
red in Beijing for this month’s 
National People’s Congress 
about China becoming destabi-

lized by the “international anti-
terror situation.”

Over the past year, President 
Xi Jinping has directed the par-
ty to “Sinicize” the country’s 
ethnic and religious minori-
ties, while regional leaders in 
Xinjiang, home to the Uighur 
(pronounced WEE-gur) ethnic 
minority, have ramped up sur-
veillance measures, police pa-
trols and demonstrations amid 
an uptick in violence blamed on 
Islamic separatists.

Although some scholars ques-
tion whether global jihadi ne-
tworks have indeed penetrated 
the country, top Chinese of-
ficials, including those over-
seeing areas outside Xinjiang, 

are increasingly echoing certain 
strands of international dis-
course to back up claims that 
Islamic extremism is growing 
worldwide and needs to be rol-
led back.

Officials from Ningxia Hui 
Autonomous Region — which 
has an ethnic Hui population 
that is predominantly Muslim 
but, unlike Xinjiang, rarely 
sees separatist or religious vio-
lence — warned similarly this 
past week about the perils of 
Islamic extremism. Speaking 
at a regional meeting open to 
the media, Ningxia Communist 
Party secretary Li Jianguo drew 
comparisons to the policies of 
President Donald Trump’s ad-

ministration to make his point.
“What the Islamic State and 

extremists push is jihad, terror, 
violence,” Li said. “This is why 
we see Trump targeting Mus-
lims in a travel ban. It doesn’t 
matter whether anti-Muslim 
policy is in the interests of the 
U.S. or it promotes stability, it’s 
about preventing religious ex-
tremism from seeping into all 
of American culture.”

Wu Shimin, a former ethnic 
affairs official from Ningxia, 
said that ideological work must 
be strengthened in the region 
to promote a Chinese identity 
among its Hui population, the 
descendants of Muslim traders 
plying the Silk Road centuries 
ago.

“The roots of the Hui are 
in China,” Wu said. “To dis-
cuss religious consciousness, 
we must first discuss Chinese 
consciousness. To discuss the 
feelings of minorities, we must 
first discuss the feelings of the 
Chinese people.”

Mohammed al-Sudairi, a doc-
toral student at the University 
of Hong Kong and an expert on 
Islam in China, said the com-
ments by Ningxia party officials 
reflected the increasingly anti- 
Islamic rhetoric that has been 
rolled out over the past year by 
the top leadership in Beijing.

“There’s a strengthening trend 
of viewing Islam as a problem 
in Chinese society,” al-Sudairi 
said. “Xi Jinping has been quite 
anxious about what he saw as 

the loss of party-state control 
over the religious sphere when 
he entered power, which neces-
sitated this intervention. I don’t 
think things will take a softer 
turn.”

In Xinjiang, where hundreds 
of people have died in recent 
years in violent attacks, the go-
vernment’s rising rhetoric has 
coincided with new security 
measures that activists say exa-
cerbate a cycle of repression, 
radicalization and violence. 
The government, meanwhi-
le, says Xinjiang faces a grave 
separatist threat from Uighur 
fighters linked to al-Qaida and 
the Islamic State group, thou-
gh it provides little evidence 
for such claims. IS released a 
video in late February purpor-
tedly showing Uighur fighters 
training in Iraq and vowing to 
strike China, according to the 
SITE Intelligence Group.

Yesterday, a delegation of 
Xinjiang leaders appeared at 
a news conference at Beijing’s 
Great Hall of the People, but 
absent was the region’s new top 
leader, Chen Quanguo, who has 
led a series of high-profile anti-
terror rallies that have involved 
phalanxes of police and armo-
red vehicles rumbling through 
the streets of the regional capi-
tal. As was the case for several 
other regions and provinces, 
most of the Xinjiang delega-
tion’s meetings were conduc-
ted with top Chinese leaders 
behind closed doors this past 
week, according to state media 
reports.

On Friday, Xi met with Xin-
jiang officials, according to sta-
te media, and directed them to 
safeguard the region’s stabili-
ty by erecting a metaphorical 
“great wall of iron.”

It was a reference loaded with 
historical and martial overto-
nes: Former Chinese leader 
Deng Xiaoping praised the 
People’s Liberation Army as a 
“great wall of iron and steel” in 
June 1989, days after the mili-
tary quashed a pro-democracy 
protest in Tiananmen Square 
in a bloody assault. AP

ChINa’S new Com-
merce Minister 

Zhong Shan said he looks 
forward to meeting his 
“excellent” U.S. coun-
terpart Wilbur Ross for 
a shared mission of in-
creasing cooperation and 
managing differences be-
tween the world’s largest 
economies.

“I noticed that Mr. Ross 
used to be an excellent 
entrepreneur, a good 
negotiator and, I can 
say, he’s very excellent,” 
Zhong said at his first 
press conference as tra-
de minister on Saturday 
in Beijing. “I’m willing 
to deal with excellent 
people, because exce-
llent people are good at 

thinking strategically for 
the long term.”

Managing differences 
can be a challenging job 
for the two top trade offi-
cials. U.S. President Do-
nald Trump accused Chi-
na of unfair trade prac-
tices and has threatened 
to introduce punitive 
measures. Commerce Se-
cretary Ross, a 79-year- 
old billionaire busines-
sman who called China 
the most protectionist of 
the world’s major econo-

mies, has said that a plan 
of action will be announ-
ced “as soon as we have a 
proper case.”

A trade war between 
China and the U.S. wou-
ld harm both countries 
and offer no benefits to 
either side, Zhong said, 
citing their “intertwined” 
economic relations. The 
official, who was promo-
ted to lead his ministry 
Feb. 24, said he believes 
the two governments 
will make the “correct 

assessment” on bilate-
ral economic ties. “Now 
everybody is watching 
and waiting,” he said.

“Many American and 
western friends think 
that China can’t live 
without the U.S., and 
they’re half right,” Zhong 
said at the press confe-
rence, held on the side-
lines of the annual legis-
lative session of the Na-
tional People’s Congress. 
“Similarly, the U.S. also 
can’t live without Chi-

na,” he said, citing U.S. 
exports of Boeing Co. 
airplanes, soybeans and 

automobiles to China.
American exports to 

China expanded an ave-
rage 11 percent in the 
past 10 years, outpacing 
the 6.6 percent growth 
in Chinese shipments 
to the U.S. during the 
period, according to 
Zhong.

Zhong, 61, previously 
served as a ministerial- 
level international trade 
representative and vice 
commerce minister. Be-
fore that, he was a depu-
ty governor of exporting 
powerhouse Zhejiang 
province and worked 
under Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, the then-par-
ty chief for the region. 
Bloomberg 

Delegates from Xinjiang meet in the Xinjiang Hall of the Great Hall of the People on the sideline of the National People’s Congress 

Zhong Shan looks forward 
to meeting ‘excellent’ Ross

nPC

Communist Party officials 
harden rhetoric on Islam 

 a trade 
war between 
China and 
the u.S. 
would 
harm both 
countries 
and offer no 
benefits to 
either side, 
Zhong said
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Louise Watt, Beijing 

The convictions of a 
prominent defense at-
torney and his asso-
ciates were among the 

country’s top legal achievemen-
ts last year, China’s chief justice 
said yesterday, highlighting a 
case that has been criticized by 
Western governments and rights 
groups.

In a report to the national le-
gislature, Zhou Qiang also said 
that China, which is believed to 
execute more people than the 
rest of the world combined, gave 
the death penalty “to an extre-
mely small number of criminals 
for extremely serious offenses” in 
the past 10 years.

The actual number of execu-
tions in China is a state secret. A 
2007 decision that all death sen-
tences must be reviewed by the 
Supreme People’s Court is belie-

ved to have reduced the number 
of executions dramatically.

Zhou praised courts for severely 
punishing crimes against state 
security and violent terrorism, 
and said the trend will continue 
in order “to resolutely safeguard 
the country’s political security.”

The only case of subverting sta-
te power he highlighted was that 
of Zhou Shifeng, director of a law 
firm that used to be one of the 
country’s best-known advocates 

for human rights. He was sen-
tenced to seven years’ imprison-
ment in August for attempting to 
manipulate public opinion and 
harm national security.

Rights groups and Western 
governments including the U.S. 
had urged China to release Zhou 
and other activists and lawyers 
detained in a sweeping crack-
down that began in 2015. Critics 
say it’s about the ruling Commu-
nist Party silencing opponents.

The chief justice’s report didn’t 
say how many people were pro-
secuted or convicted of such of-
fences, or how many cases were 
handled.

Hundreds of people have been 
killed in recent years in attacks 
in the northwestern Xinjiang 
region, which Beijing blames on 
Islamic militants and separatists 
from the Uighur minority. Acti-
vists say repressive government 
policies have exacerbated ten-
sions and radicalized local youth.

For the past four years, Chi-

na has also carried out a crack-
down on corruption intended 
to net officials at all levels. Chief 
Justice Zhou said that Chinese 
courts dealt with 45,000 cases 
of graft involving 63,000 people 
last year, an increase from 2015. 
A total of 35 were at or above mi-
nisterial or provincial level, he 
said.

In a separate report to the as-
sembly, China’s top prosecu-
tor, Cao Jianming, said that the 
government last year initiated 
investigations against 47,650 
people for taking advantage of 
their official posts. He said 48 of-
ficials above the rank of minister 
were prosecuted, including Ling 
Jihua, a former chief of staff to 
ex-President Hu Jintao who was 
sentenced to life in prison in July 
for taking bribes, illegally ob-
taining state secrets and abusing 
power.

Dui Hua, a U.S.-based righ-
ts group, estimated that about 
2,400 people were executed 
in China in 2013, one-tenth the 
number in 1983. It said that ac-
cording to its sources, the num-
ber of annual executions remai-
ned largely unchanged in 2014 
and 2015.

China typically hands out death 
sentences in cases of murder, rape, 
robbery and drug offenses. AP

China’s Chief Justice Zhou Qiang

ChINa’S economy has 
shown signs of impro-

vement in the first two 
months of the year with li-
ttle risk of a hard landing, 
senior Chinese officials 
said.

China’s macroeconomy 
stabilized in the beginning 
of 2017, Ning Jizhe, head 
of the National Bureau of 
Statistics, said at the side-
lines of the annual legis-
lature meeting in Beijing 
yesterday. Industrial ou-
tput in January and Fe-
bruary grew more than 6 
percent, and the services 
sector expanded over 8 
percent, he said.

In combination with ri-
sing retail sales and fixed 
asset investment data, 
“these readings would su-
ggest robust growth mo-
mentum continued in ear-
ly 2017,” Bloomberg Inte-
lligence Chief Asia Econo-
mist Tom Orlik wrote in a 
recent note.

Ning’s remarks indica-
ted that policy makers in 
the world’s second-lar-
gest economy are more 
upbeat as they set a 2017 
growth target of about 
6.5 percent. Premier Li 
Keqiang had earlier war-

ned of “graver” internal 
and external challenges 
in his work report to the 
gathering of the National 
People’s Congress, while 
stressing economic fun-
damentals remain sound 
and systemic risk is under 
control.

Industrial activity also 
picked up, with electricity 
generation, power con-
sumption and rail volume 
all posting steady growth, 
according to Ning. The 
country’s campaign to cut 
overcapacity also appears 
to be bearing fruit. The 
coal and steel industries 
reported negative grow-
th and property invento-
ries in China’s third- and 
fourth-tier cities declined 
in the first two months, 
he said. A slew of China’s 
economic data is schedu-

led to be released on Tues-
day.

Domestic demand has 
been robust and the 
market expectation on 
China’s economy has im-
proved, the statistics chief 
said. He reiterated the 
government’s determina-
tion to root out fake data, 
saying 15 cases of statisti-
cs fraud in nine provinces 
last year had been probed.

Meanwhile, other senior 
officials also expressed 
optimism. China’s eco-
nomy faces “almost zero 
big downside risk,” Li 
Wei, head of the Develo-
pment Research Center 
of the State Council, said 
yesterday. Short-term vo-
latility is still possible, but 
economic restructuring in 
general is speeding up, he 
added. AP

Gillian Wong, Beijing 

ChINa’S industry mi-
nister on Saturday de-

fended a manufacturing 
development plan and re-
jected complaints foreign 
makers of electric cars 
and other goods might be 
pressured to hand over te-
chnology or forced out of 
promising markets.

Miao Wei, minister of in-
dustry and information te-
chnology, tried to reassure 
foreign companies that 
the “Made in China 2025” 
industry plan treats all 
companies equally.

“The strategy and its 
related policies are appli-
cable to all businesses 
in China, be them domes-
tic or foreign,” Miao told a 
briefing.

Miao was responding to 
a report by the European 
Union Chamber of Com-
merce earlier this week 
that said China is viola-
ting its free-trade pledges 
by inducing foreign firms 
to give up encryption and 
other technology to poten-
tial Chinese competitors.

Technology is a growing 
flashpoint in trade ten-
sions with Washington 
and Europe, which worry 
their competitive edge is 
eroding as Beijing buys or 
develops skills in semicon-

ductors, renewable energy 
and other fields. Chi-
na has faced mounting 
complaints the govern-
ment improperly shields 
its fledgling developers 
of robotics, software and 
other technology from 
competition.

The plan calls for Chi-
na to be able to supply its 
own high-tech componen-
ts by 2020 and materials 
by 2025 in 10 industries 
from information tech-
nology and aerospace to 
pharmaceuticals. A broad 
outline was issued in 2015 
and officials have been 
gradually releasing details.

Miao said targets for do-
mestic brands’ share of the 
market in some sectors 
should be seen as forecas-
ts rather than mandatory. 
“When we were drawing 
up the plan, we did not 
deliberately pursue these 

targets,” Miao said.
The European chamber 

noted that China’s strate-
gy says two of the top 10 
global brands in electric 
cars should be Chinese 
by 2025. It said that rules 
out joint ventures created 
by foreign companies with 
Chinese partners.

The chamber called the 
strategy “a large-scale 
import substitution plan 
aimed at nationalizing 
key industries, or at least 
severely curtailing the po-
sition of foreign business 
in them.”

In an apparent response 
to such criticism, Premier 
Li Keqiang promised in 
a speech at the opening 
of China’s annual legislati-
ve sessions a week ago that 
foreign companies would 
receive “equal treatment” 
under the manufacturing 
plan. AP

nPC

Courts praised for punishing 
state security crimes 

A worker walks in front of a storage area in a logistics center in 
Shanghai

A Chinese woman demonstrates the ability of Baxter, an industrial 
robot from U.S. company Rethink Robotics

Beijing says economy 
showed signs of 
improvement 

Minister tries to reassure foreign 
companies over industry plan 

 The actual 
number of 
executions 
in China is a 
state secret
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i have the moral 
obligation 
to speak 
out against 
a tyrannical 
government 
that has 
been making 
the people 
in Singapore 
suffer.

AMoS YEE

Singapore teen blogger Amos Yee 

Activists burn a defaced image of Philippine military chief Eduardo 
Ano outside a school in Quezon city

Teen blogger seeking US asylum 
fears return to Singapore 
Sophia Tareen, Chicago 

A teenage blogger awaiting a 
Chicago immigration judge’s 

ruling on his asylum request to 
stay in the United States said Fri-
day that he’s afraid of returning 
home to Singapore, where he was 
jailed after posting scathing blog 
posts about the government.

Amos Yee, 18, has been detai-
ned in the U.S. since mid-De-
cember, when he was taken into 
custody at O’Hare International 
Airport. His closed-door immi-
gration proceedings unfolded in 
a Chicago courtroom on Tuesday, 
with a judge saying he’ll decide 
within weeks.

“I’m most definitely fearful now 
that the Singapore government 
knows I am trying to escape to 
another country so I can continue 
to criticize them freely,” Yee told 
The Associated Press by phone 
from a Wisconsin detention cen-
ter. “I’m really worried.”

Yee, an atheist, was jailed twice 
in Singapore on charges inclu-
ding hurting the religious fee-
lings of Muslims and Christians. 
However, many of his posts on 
YouTube, a blog and social media 
berate Singapore’s government. 
He caused a stir in 2015 as the ci-
ty-state was mourning the death 
of its first prime minister and he 
posted an explicative-laden and, 

at times, crude video about Prime 
Minister Lee Kuan Yew just after 
his death.

Such open criticism of political 
leaders is frowned upon in Singa-
pore. Yee’s case has drawn a lot of 
attention because he was impri-
soned at age 16 alongside adul-
ts. Experts say the case, which 
is being watched closely abroad, 
raises questions about free spee-
ch and censorship, particularly 
online.

Singapore’s embassy in 
Washington didn’t immediate-
ly respond to requests seeking 
comment.

Yee said being jailed in Singa-
pore was traumatizing and left 

him with suicidal thoughts. He 
believes he’ll be targeted again if 
he returns. He had been planning 
on seeking asylum in the U.S. for 
weeks and had lined up a place 
to stay in Illinois. Singapore na-
tionals don’t need a visa to visit 
the U.S., but Yee was taken into 
custody after immigration agents 
questioned him at O’Hare and he 
revealed his plans.

Yee has been outspoken from 
a young age and friends praise 
his intellect. He began blogging 
at age 12 and won a local fil-
mmaking prize at age 13.

“I have the moral obligation to 
speak out against a tyrannical go-
vernment that has been making 

the people in Singapore suffer,” 
he said. “Don’t ever become so 
fearful that you become silent.”

Yee’s attorneys in the U.S. have 
argued that he was persecuted 
based on laws restricting freedom 
of expression and he’s likely to 
be convicted again if he returns. 
Human rights groups, including 
Amnesty International, have ur-
ged U.S. officials to let him stay.

A spokesman for the Executive 
Office for Immigration Review, 
which oversees U.S. immigration 
courts, declined to comment on 
the case. The Department of Ho-
meland Security, which is con-
testing Yee’s asylum application, 
didn’t immediately reply to an 
email seeking comment.

Either way, Yee said he’ll con-
tinue to speak out if he returns 
home or gains legal permission 
to stay in the U.S. He’s already 
started writing a book and is con-
sidering work on movies and a 
T-shirt line.

“I have an infinite amount of 
ideas of what to do,” he said. AP

Jim Gomez, Manila 

The Philippine govern-
ment and communist 

rebels have agreed to resu-
me peace talks and restore 
separate cease-fires after 
an escalation of deadly 
clashes, officials said yes-
terday.

Government and rebel 
negotiators will resume 
talks early next month and 
discuss the terms of a broa-
der cease-fire, presidential 
adviser Jesus Dureza said. 
Norway, which has been 
brokering the negotiations, 
hosted two days of infor-
mal talks in the Nether-
lands that led to a decision 
to resume the negotiations 
on ending one of Asia’s lon-
gest-running rebellions.

Just three days ago, Pre-
sident Rodrigo Duterte 
threatened to unleash an 

all-out war against the 
New People’s Army guer-
rillas after they killed four 
policemen and wounded 
another in an ambush in 
southern Davao del Sur 
province.

“I’m ready for all-out war, 
another 50 years,” Duterte 
said Thursday at the poli-
cemen’s wake. “I can as-
sure you that the armed 

forces and the Philippine 
National Police would res-
pond. This time I’m using 
everything [...] rockets and 
bombs.”

Duterte did not mention 
the talks’ resumption in 
his speech at the annual 
graduation of cadets at 
the Philippine Military 
Academy yesterday in nor-
thern Baguio city, where 

he instead condoled with 
the families of government 
troops who died in combat. 
He promised better and 
more weapons for soldiers 
and thanked “those who 
risked their lives and limbs 
to defend this country’s so-
vereignty as well as those 
who continue to offer their 
sweat and blood to fortify 
the pillars of a great na-
tion that we are presently 
trying to build.”

The military welcomed 
news of the breakthrou-
gh but said it would await 
formal notice from gover-
nment negotiators and 
Duterte’s instructions. 
“Pending this, all military 
operations will continue 
and remain at current sta-
te,” the military said in a 
statement.

The Maoist guerrillas 
said they would remain 

vigilant because of conti-
nuing military and police 
counterinsurgency opera-
tions but added they were 
optimistic with the talks’ 
resumption.

“Instead of putting the 
lives of millions of peo-
ple in harm’s way, such 
as Duterte’s all-out-war 
declaration, better yet we 
try to settle our differen-
ces on the negotiating tab-
le,” said the rebels’ Melito 
Glor command, which has 
a presence in the moun-
tainous provinces south of 
Manila.

Founded in 1968, the ru-
ral-based guerrilla group 
has unsuccessfully tried 
to negotiate with five Phi-
lippine presidents before 
Duterte. Battle setbacks, 
surrenders and infighting 
have weakened the rebel 
group, which is conside-

red a terrorist organization 
by the United States and 
remains a major Philippi-
ne security threat.

The rebels and the gover-
nment declared separate 
cease-fires last year as they 
resumed peace talks. That 
allowed the government 
to withdraw troops from 
battlefields to focus on an 
offensive against the Abu 
Sayyaf and other Muslim 
extremist groups in the 
country’s south.

In a joint statement with 
the rebels, the Philippi-
nes also agreed to release 
a rebel consultant to the 
talks and reinstate immu-
nities from arrest for other 
guerrilla consultants. It 
pledged to release soon 
four other consultants and 
19 detainees the guerrillas 
regard as political priso-
ners. AP

Philippines, communist rebels agree to resume talks, truce 
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Kim Tong-Hyung, Seoul 

OuSTeD South Korean Pre-
sident Park Geun-hye left the 

presidential palace yesterday eve-
ning, two days after the country’s 
Constitutional Court removed her 
from office over a massive corrup-
tion scandal.

South Korean television showed 
Park’s motorcade leaving the Blue 
House and heading for her priva-
te home in southern Seoul, where 
hundreds of police officers, repor-
ters and supporters were gathered 
in anticipation of her arrival.

The Constitutional Court formally 
removed Park from office on Fri-
day, upholding an impeachment 
motion filed by lawmakers in De-
cember amid suspicions that she 
colluded with a confidante to extort 
money and favors from companies 
and allowed the friend to secretly 
manipulate state affairs.

The ruling ended a power strug-
gle that had consumed the nation 
for months and marked a stunning 
downfall for Park, who convincin-
gly defeated her liberal opponent 
in 2012 with overwhelming support 

from older South Koreans, who re-
membered her dictator father as a 
hero.

Hundreds of Park’s supporters 
stood near her private home for 
hours yesterday before she vaca-
ted the Blue House. They waved 
the South Korean flag and photos 
of Park and her late father, Park 
Chung-hee, singing the national an-
them and shouting “Nullify impea-
chment!”

Members of Park’s conservative 
party also gathered at her home.

Workers were earlier seen unloa-
ding a television, washing machi-
ne, bed and other household items 

from trucks and carrying them into 
Park’s house.

Park no longer has immunity from 
prosecution and may face criminal 
charges including extortion, bribery 
and abuse of power.

She has not made a public state-
ment since Friday’s court ruling. 
She earlier apologized for putting 
trust in her jailed friend, Choi Soon-
sil, but strongly denied any legal 
wrongdoing.

South Korea now has to elect a new 
president by early May. Opinion 
polls show liberal Moon Jae-in, who 
lost to Park in 2012, as the favorite to 
become the country’s next leader. AP

INDONeSIaN politicians 
with key roles in President 

Joko “Jokowi” Widodo’s go-
verning coalition have been 
caught up in a corruption 
scandal in which officials 
allegedly pilfered more than 
USD170 million of govern-
ment money.

The justice minister, a for-
mer interior minister, the 
current speaker of parlia-
ment and provincial gover-
nors are among those named 
in an indictment presented 
to a special corruption court 
on Thursday at the start of a 
trial of two Interior Ministry 
officials.

The case could turn into 
a test of Jokowi’s ability to 
take a hard line against cor-
ruption, which is at epidemic 
levels in Indonesia and holds 
back development of the na-
tion of more than 250 million 
people.

Indonesia’s anti-corruption 
police allege that a network 
of about 80 conspirators 
and several companies used 
the introduction of a $440 
million electronic identity 

card system in 2011 and 2012 
to steal more than a third of 
the funds.

Local media reported that 
parliament’s speaker and the 
justice minister denied invol-
vement.

Irman and Sugiharto, the 
two officials currently on 
trial, are charged with recei-
ving $4.4 million. Prosecu-
tors say the rest of the stolen 
$172 million was distributed 
among the dozens of other 
people involved.

The justice minister and 
parliament’s speaker are from 
political parties that have 
thrown their support behind 
Jokowi’s government, which 
initially did not command 
a parliamentary majority 
following the election of the 
maverick candidate in 2014.

Transparency Internatio-
nal in 2016 gave Indonesia a 
corruption score of 37 on a 
1 to 100 scale, where 100 is 
completely free of corrup-
tion. Out of the 176 countries 
ranked, Indonesia was 90th, 
far from its goal of reaching 
50th place by 2016. AP

inDoneSia 

Politicians caught up 
in USD170m graft case 

South Korea’s ousted leader 
leaves presidential palace 
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 Tight security 
surrounds 
Wilders night 
and day, and he 
hardly ventures 
outdoors

A Dutch riot policeman tries to get his dog to let go of a man after 
riots broke out during a pro Erdogan demonstration at the Turkish 
consulate in Rotterdam

Firebrand anti-Islam lawmaker Geert Wilders poses for a picture during a campaign 
stop in Breda

Mike Corder, The Hague 

W ITh his flamboyant sho-
ck of blonde-dyed hair 

and fiery anti-Islam rhetoric, 
Dutch politician Geert Wil-
ders comes across a man who 
doesn’t mind the limelight.

Yet for the past dozen years, 
the right-wing populist has 
spent much of his time holed 
up in anonymous safe houses 
or in a heavily guarded wing of 
Parliament.

Tight security surrounds Wil-
ders night and day, and he har-
dly ventures outdoors. For his 
handful of campaign events 
ahead of a March 15 election, he 
traveled in convoys of armored 
cars.

“It’s a total lack of freedom. 
That’s how I would say it,” Wil-
ders, who leads the Party for 
Freedom in the Netherlands, 
told The Associated Press in a 
recent interview.

The elaborate protection 
apparatus that surrounds him 
is a reaction to death threats 
from extremists enraged by his 
fierce criticism of Islam.

Wilders has made headlines 
and drawn condemnation for 
more than a decade for his an-
ti-Islam rhetoric, which has 
included comparing the Qu-
ran with Adolf Hitler’s “Mein 
Kampf” and calling for a tax on 
the veils some Muslim women 
wear.

At the same time, support for 
his party has grown in fits and 
starts, mirroring what he calls 
a “Patriotic Spring” sweeping 
Europe. Despite slipping in 
the polls recently, the Party for 
Freedom remains on track to 
become one of the biggest par-
ties in the 150-seat lower house.

He also is regularly compared 
to President Donald Trump, for 
his policies and also his pen-
chant for communicating via 
Twitter.

As protests and riots unfolded 
this weekend in Rotterdam over 
a Dutch government decision to 
block the visits of two Turkish 
ministers, Wilders fired off re-
gular incendiary tweets.

“Go away and never come back 
[...] and take all your Turkish 
fans from TheNetherlands with 
you please. #byebye,” he said in 
one as Turkey’s family affairs 
minister was at the center of a 

tense standoff at the Turkish 
consulate.

His one-page election mani-
festo is light on economic po-
licy and heavy on pledges to 
“de-Islamize” the Netherlands, 
a nation of 17 million where an 
estimated 5 percent of the adult 
population is Muslim.

Wilders calls Islam a threat to 
western democracy and vows to 
close all mosques and ban the 
Quran, if he wins power.

But he has alienated so much 
of the political mainstream that 
even if he wins the popular vote 
he is considered unlikely to be 
able to form a ruling coalition 
in a nation where no single par-
ty has ever ruled alone.

Crucially, Prime Minister Ru-
tte has ruled out working to-
gether after the election. Polls 
show Rutte’s center-right Peo-
ple’s Party for Freedom and 

Democracy with the most voter 
support in the days leading up 
to Wednesday’s election.

Rutte rejects Wilders’ polari-
zing rhetoric, but also harbors 
hard feelings over Wilders’ de-
cision to effectively torpedo Ru-
tte’s first minority government 
in 2012.

After weeks of negotiations on 
a tough austerity package, Wil-
ders, who pledged to prop up 
the government by marshaling 
party lawmakers for key votes, 
backed out, forcing fresh elec-
tions.

“We know they walk away 
when the going gets tough, 
“that they make problems big-
ger not smaller,” Rutte said of 
the Party for Freedom.

Even so, Wilders’ message has 
found strong support in a na-
tion known for its long history 
of religious tolerance and per-
sonal freedoms.

Wilders’ opposition to Islam 
dates back to the days when he 
could still move freely around 
the world. In his youth he lived 
in Israel, which he saw as a de-
mocratic oasis surrounded by 
oppressive regimes in the Mid-
dle East.

After working for a Dutch go-
vernment welfare organization, 
Wilders gravitated into politics 
and joined the party now led by 
Rutte. But he quit in 2004 over 
his opposition bringing Turkey 
into the European Union.

Two years later, he formally 
established the PVV, the Dutch 
acronym for the Party for Free-
dom.

Wilders set up his party so that 

he is its only member, allowing 
him to keep a tight rein on its 
message and lawmakers.

Wilders “rules his kingdom 
like an emperor,” brother Paul 
Wilders said in a recent inter-
view with Dutch broadcaster 
RTL. “Whoever contradicts 
him is finished, family or not.”

The extraordinary security 
measures that surround him 
were put in place after an Isla-
mic extremist murdered Dutch 
filmmaker Theo van Gogh in 
Amsterdam street in November 
2004.

Wilders, already an outspoken 
critic of Islam, was whisked 
with his wife, Krisztina, into a 
netherworld of heavily guarded 
safe houses due to fears that he 
could become the next victim.

He says he misses the routines 
of a conventional life.

“Not being able to do all the 
things normal people can do 
from [...] emptying your own 
mail box, to doing some sho-
pping or walking freely or dri-
ving my own car,” Wilders said. 
“It’s all impossible, and there is 
always that threat that people 
might do something.”

The circumstances haven’t 
caused Wilders to hold his ton-
gue.

He was acquitted of hate spee-
ch charges in 2011, but found 
guilty in a separate trial last 
year of insulting and inciting 
discrimination against Moroc-
cans.

He is appealing the convic-
tion. Just last month, he bla-
med what he called “Moroccan 
scum” for street crime. AP

Anti-Islam Dutch lawmaker fans 
flames from security bubble 

Netherlands PM Rutte seeks to 
de-escalate tensions with Turkey
Mike Corder, Raf Casert 

AFTeR an unpreceden-
ted diplomatic fight be-

tween the Netherlands and 
Turkey, Dutch Prime Minis-
ter Mark Rutte said yester-
day he would seek to control 
the damage caused by the 
weekend incidents when he 
prevented two Turkish mi-
nisters from campaigning in 
the Netherlands.

Rutte’s actions, which 
came two days after seve-
ral German municipalities 
canceled rallies that Turkish 
Cabinet ministers had plan-
ned to address, prompted 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan on Satur-
day to accuse the Dutch of 
being “Nazi remnants.”

At the same time, Turkey 
kept its drive going to rally 
people of Turkish descent 
living in European Union 
nations to back a referen-
dum that would expand Er-
dogan’s powers.

After being denied lan-
ding rights in the Nether-
lands on Saturday, Foreign 
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
addressed crowds in the 
French city of Metz, where 
the French government had 
no qualms about permitting 
government representatives 
to Turkish rallies.

The Netherlands said 
Turkish attempts to cam-
paign here touched at the 
heart of Dutch citizenhood, 
although hundreds of thou-
sands have Turkish roots 

and many still feel commit-
ted to their ancestral home-
land.

“The biggest problem in 
this case is that Turkey is 
talking about Turkish citi-
zens who they want to talk 
to,” Rutte said. “These are 
Dutch citizens who possibly 
also have voting rights in 
Turkey.”

The diplomatic fight co-
mes at a tough time in 
the Netherlands, which has 
national election on Wed-
nesday, and where issues of 
Dutch identity and relations 
with migrant communities 
and Islam have taken cen-
ter stage. In a neck and neck 
race, the parties of either 
Rutte or populist firebrand 
Geert Wilders could end up 

the most votes.
Rutte said it was impor-

tant for his government not 
to bow to Turkish pressu-
re, especially, he said, after 
Ankara threatened sanc-
tions if the Dutch kept its 
ministers out.

“Turkey is a proud nation; 
the Netherlands is a proud 
nation. We can never do bu-
siness under those sorts of 
threats and blackmail,” said 
Rutte.

Still, added the prime mi-
nister, his government “will 
keep working to de-escalate 
where we can. If the Turks 
choose to escalate, we will 
have to react, but we will do 
everything we can to de-es-
calate.”

After a tense standoff ou-

tside the Turkish consulate 
in Rotterdam on Saturday 
night, Turkey’s family and 
social policies minister, Fat-
ma Betul Sayan Kaya, was 
escorted back to the Ger-
man border.

Police in Rotterdam said 
they arrested 12 people as a 
demonstration outside the 
Turkish consulate in the city 
devolved into rioting.

Police spokeswoman Pa-

tricia Wessels said the arres-
ts, made for alleged violence 
and public order offenses, 
came as protesters pelted 
police with bottles and rocks 
early yesterday. Police res-
ponded with baton charges 
and a water cannon.

Wessels says seven peo-
ple were injured in the brief 
explosion of violence, inclu-
ding one police officer who 
suffered a broken hand. AP
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Larry Neumeister, New York 

A defiant Manhattan fe-
deral prosecutor, in an-
nouncing his firing after 
he refused to resign, says 

“absolute independence” was his 
touchstone for over seven years as 
he battled public corruption.

Preet Bharara, 48, revealed his 
firing Saturday on his personal 
Twitter account. Several hours 
later, it was learned President 
Donald Trump had reached out 
through a secretary on his staff to 
Bharara on Thursday but the two 
men never spoke.

The attempted contact — des-
cribed by a person told about the 
conversations who requested 
anonymity — continued the unu-
sual dynamic between Trump and 
the high profile prosecutor that 
stretched to Nov. 30, when Bhara-
ra emerged from a Trump Tower 
meeting with Trump to say the 
then-president-elect had asked 
him to stay on the job.

The person who requested 
anonymity because of the talks’ 
private nature said the secretary 

late Thursday left a voicemail 
asking Bharara to call back. Bha-
rara reported the call to Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions’ chief of 
staff, Joseph “Jody” Hunt, who 
agreed it was best that Bharara 
not speak directly with Trump, the 
person said. Bharara then called 
the White House, telling the secre-
tary he had spoken to the Justice 
Department and it was agreed he 
and Trump should not speak.

Bharara was informed he was 
fired by Dana Boente, the acting 
deputy attorney general, shortly 

after it became widely known Sa-
turday that he did not intend to 
step down in response to Sessions’ 
request that leftover appointees of 
former President Barack Obama 
quit.

“I did not resign. Moments ago I 
was fired,” Bharara said in a tweet.

In a statement later, he said: 
“Serving my country as U.S. Attor-
ney here for the past seven years 
will forever be the greatest honor 
of my professional life, no matter 
what else I do or how long I live. 
One hallmark of justice is absolute 

independence, and that was my 
touchstone every day that I ser-
ved.”

He said current Deputy U.S. At-
torney Joon H. Kim will serve as 
acting U.S. attorney.

The Justice Department late Sa-
turday confirmed Bharara was no 
longer U.S. attorney but declined 
to expound.

Meanwhile, Michigan Rep. 
John Conyers, the House Judi-
ciary Committee’s top Demo-
crat, requested Saturday that the 
committee receive a summary of 
probes linked to Trump, whether 
they touch on his administration, 
transition, campaign and orga-
nization, “so that we can unders-
tand the full implications of this 
weekend’s firings.”

He said he suspected Bharara 
“could be reviewing a range of po-
tential improper activity emana-
ting from Trump Tower and the 
Trump campaign, as well as enti-
ties with financial ties to the presi-
dent or the Trump organization.”

Bharara was appointed by for-
mer President Barack Obama in 
2009. In frequent public appea-
rances, Bharara has decried pu-

blic corruption after successfully 
prosecuting over a dozen state 
lawmakers, Democrats and Repu-
blicans alike.

Sessions’ decision to include 
Bharara’s name on the list of 46 
resignations of holdovers from 
the Obama administration surpri-
sed Manhattan prosecutors.

While it is customary for a new 
president to replace virtually all of 
the 93 U.S. attorneys, it often oc-
curs at a slower pace. Sessions lost 
his position as U.S. attorney for 
the Southern District of Alabama 
in a similar sweep by then-Attor-
ney General Janet Reno in 1993.

The request from Sessions came 
as Bharara’s office is prosecuting 
former associates of Democra-
tic Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo in a 
bribery case. Also, prosecutors 
recently interviewed New York 
City Mayor Bill de Blasio as part of 
a probe into his fundraising. The 
mayor’s press secretary has said 
the mayor is cooperating and that 
he and his staff had acted appro-
priately.

The request for resignations 
came after Trump last weekend 
claimed Obama tapped his tele-
phones during last year’s election. 
FBI Director James Comey priva-
tely asked the Justice Department 
to dispute the claim because he 
believed the allegations were fal-
se. Bharara worked for Comey 
when he was U.S. attorney in Ma-
nhattan under President George 
W. Bush. AP

Preet Bharara

Now-fired Preet Bharara proud 
of ‘absolute independence’ 
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what’s ON ...

Monkey king
TiMe: 8pm daily
UnTil: March 31, 2017
VenUe: Sands Cotai Theatre 
AdMission: MoP420, MoP520, MoP780, 
MoP1080, MoP1580  
enqUiries: (853) 2882 8818

BeTween gAze And HAllUcinATion - BlAck 
And wHiTe PHoTogrAPHy By João MigUel 
BArros
TiMe: 2pm-7pm (Closed on Sundays)
UnTil: March 25, 2017 
VenUe: Creative Macau, G Floor, Macao Cultural 
Centre, Av. Xian Xing Hai, s/n, NAPE 
AdMission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 2875 3282

solo exHiBiTion By Ho si MAn
TiMe: 11am-10pm
UnTil: March 26, 2017
VenUe: Lakeside Gallery, Anim’Arte Nam Van
enqUires: (853) 2836 6866

ForMer HoMe oF reVolUTionAry leAder ye 
Ting
TiMe: 10am-6pm daily (Except Wednesdays, 
open on public holidays) 
VenUe: 76, Rua Almirante Costa Cabral 
AdMission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 8399 6699

TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:50
17:10
17:50
18:40
19:40
20:30
21:00
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:05
00:40

TDM News (Repeated)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPi Live    
Criminal Minds S.8    
Labirint (Repeated)    
Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)   
Soap opera    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Sports   
Labirint    
TDM News    
Champions League Highlights    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live    

cinema
cineteatro
02 mar - 08 mar

Kong: SKull iSlanD
room 1
(2D): 2:30, 4:45, 9:30pm
(3D): 7:15pm
Director: Jordan vogt-roberts
Starring: tom hiddleston, Samuel l. Jackson, brie 
larson  
language: english (Chinese)
Duration: 118min

the founDer
room 2
2:30, 4:45, 9:30pm
Director:   John lee hancock 
Starring:  Michael Keaton, Nick Offerman, John Carroll
language: english (Chinese)
Duration: 115min

la la lanD
room 2
7:15pm
Director:  Damien Chazelle
Starring: ryan gosling, emma Stone
language: english
Duration: 128min

the girl with all the giftS
room 1
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director: Colm McCarthy
Starring: gemma arterton, glenn Close, Sennia nanua
language: english (Chinese)
Duration: 111min

macau tower
02 mar - 15 mar

logan
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30pm
Director:  James Mangold 
Starring: hugh Jackman, patrick Stewart, Dafne Keen 
language: english (Chinese)
Duration: 137min

this day in history

Bank the green sea turtle flapped her flippers with vigor in her 
first swim after a life-saving operation to remove a heavy mass 
of swallowed coins from her stomach.

Veterinarians in Bangkok put the turtle in water Friday for the 
first time since her surgery four days ago to see how well she 
could move. The turtle was gently lowered into a large plastic 
tank and very quickly began swimming as best as she could in 
the restricted space.

“It’s fantastic! She is responding very well,” said Dr. Nantarika 
Chansue, who led the team from Chulalongkorn University’s Ve-
terinary Faculty. “Now she is very happy and looks like normal 
turtle.”

The 25-year-old turtle was rescued from a pool in the seaside 
town of Sri Racha by the Thai navy. The cause of her ill health 
was revealed by 3D scans that showed she had been eating the 
coins thrown into her pool by passers-by who believed doing so 
would bring them luck or longevity.

over the years, the loose change got stuck in the turtle’s diges-
tive tract, cracking her ventral shell and causing a life-threatening 
infection.

The surgeons needed four hours to remove 5 kilograms (11 
pounds) of money, counting 915 coins of various currencies. 
Some are still inside. Veterinarians hope Bank will pass them 
naturally.

Her rehabilitation has involved manipulating her limbs to make 
sure the muscles don’t stiffen up after being out of water for a 
prolonged period, and checking that the surgical scar does not 
get infected. But there are lingering concerns.

“The wound healing seems to be oK and there is no secondary 
infection because we are using sterile seawater,” said Nantarika, 
“but we have checked her blood and her nickel concentration is 
very high so we have to work on that.” AP

 Offbeat

sea turtle flaps flippers in 1st 
rehab swim after surgery  

A lone gunman has gone on a shooting spree at a school in 
Dunblane, Scotland, killing 16 children and their teacher.

The killer sprayed shots at random around the school gym in 
an attack that lasted just three minutes, but caused carnage 
in a class of five and six year olds. He then turned the gun on 
himself.

Twelve other children were taken to hospital in Stirling, where 
one is reported to have later died of his injuries.

The killer has been named as Thomas Hamilton, 43, a local 
man, who had once - briefly - been a scout master before being 
sacked by the Scout Association.

The Queen has sent a message of sympathy to the people of 
Dunblane. The Prime Minister, John Major, on a visit to Cairo, 
has spoken of his disbelief at what he called “this sick and evil 
act”.

The attack happened just after 0930 GMT, as the Year one 
pupils were beginning an exercise class in the gym with their 
teacher, Gwen Mayor.

one pupil said: “We heard these gunshots from the gym and 
looked round and thought he must be firing at a target or so-
mething then he came out through a fire exit and started firing 
at our huts and we were all petrified.”

William Wilson, chief constable of central Scotland, told a 
news conference his officers had been called to the school at 
0938 GMT: “They found a scene of carnage, with 15 children 
dead, one teacher dead and one other dead.”

Parents and carers began arriving at the school as news of 
the tragedy quickly spread around the town.

The Scottish Secretary, Michael Forsyth, who represents 
Dunblane said: “I find it difficult to express the feelings I know 
will be felt throughout Dunblane.

“This is a close-knit community where everyone knows 
everyone else and the impact of this horrible tragedy will be felt 
in every household.” The motive for the attack is still unclear.

 
courtesy BBc News

1996 massacre in dunblane 
 school gym

in context
A public inquiry into the Dunblane massacre found the killer Thomas 
Hamilton had been investigated by police following complaints about his 
behavior around young boys.
Hamilton had licences for six guns leading to criticism of the police for not 
questioning what he used them for. But the inquiry concluded his actions 
on that day could not have been predicted.
A massive campaign was launched after Dunblane for tighter gun con-
trols. The Snowdrop Campaign was successful in achieving a change in the 
law in 1997, making it illegal to buy or possess a handgun.
The Gun Control Network - which included relatives of those killed in the 
Hungerford disaster - has continued to campaign among other things for 
a national gun register.
In October 2002, a scheme to set up a central database of gun users was 
being delayed by technical problems. It is now due to come into operation 
in summer 2006. 
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omaCroSS: 1- ornamental coronet; 6- Mex. neighbor; 9- Hilton competitor; 14- Rod 

used to reinforce concrete; 15- Parked oneself; 16- Spooky; 17- Building design 
creator; 19- White-and-black bearlike mammal; 20- Parisian possessive; 21- Actively 
engaged; 22- Attempts; 23- At the apex of; 25- Relaxes; 26- ___ Island Ferry; 29- TV 
horse; 31- ostrich or emu; 32- Hearing distance; 36- Put on the market; 37- Thunder 
Bay’s prov.; 38- Cut out; 40- Correspondences; 43- Bathhouse; 45- Brainchild; 46- 
Early stage; 47- Pop pieces; 50- June 6, 1944; 51- Hue; 52- Wings; 54- Fast flier; 
57- White poplar; 58- Gazette; 61- “Endymion” poet; 62- “Wheel of Fortune” buy; 
63- Stop on ___; 64- Sea eagles; 65- NFL 6-pointers; 66- ___ I can help it!;
 
Down: 1- Streetcar; 2- Able was ___...; 3- Basics; 4- It’s a bit of cheer; 5- Jackie’s 
second; 6- Deplete; 7- Pouches; 8- ABA member; 9- Groups of seven; 10- A long 
time; 11- Army leader?; 12- They get high twice a day; 13- Afternoon affairs; 18- 
Steakhouse order; 23- Leaning; 24- Asian 
occasion; 25- Auction ending?; 26- SAT 
takers; 27- Chinese weight; 28- Salt tree; 
29- Brainy org.; 30- Double-crosser; 33- 
Pastime; 34- Actor Sharif; 35- Minute; 37- 
Mine find; 39- Chinese “way”; 41- Large, 
striped female feline; 42- Begley and Wynn; 
43- Surrenders, as territory; 44- Doctors’ 
org.; 47- Temperate; 48- Upstate New 
York city; 49- Nick of “Lorenzo’s oil”; 50- 
Coolidge’s vice president; 51- Birthday 
treat; 52- Med school subj.; 53- Grant 
temporary use of; 54- Rotisserie part; 55- 
Truck stop sight; 56- Not kosher; 59- Metal 
container used for frying; 60- “Much ___ 
About Nothing”, play by Shakespeare; 

Friday’s solution

CRoSSWoRDS USEFUL TELEPHoNE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
pJ (Open line) 993
pJ (Picket) 28 557 775
pSp 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water Supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily times 28 716 081
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Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
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Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

Min Max ConDition

China

worlD

-4
0
4
6
-6

flurry/drizzle
cloudy/overcast

overcast/clear
overcast/cloudy

flurry/cloudy

2
-3
2
-9
2
-4
8
10
9
7
8
6
6
17
18
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Will you feel like chatting today? 
You bet you will - and it’s a given 
that the topic of your choice will be 
love or romance. In fact, expect one 
of your new admirers to bridge the 
gap boldly between friend and lover.

April 20-May 20
Still longing for a few hours of time 
alone with your sweetheart, without 
the intrusion of a phone or computer? 
Well, then, take it. Turn off anything 
that beeps, rings or buzzes, and have 
an honest-to-goodness conversation.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You’re ready for a whole new level of 
intimacy with your current partner. 
Don’t cut corners. Say it all. Every 
word. The worst that can happen is 
that you’ll make it absolutely painful 
for the two of you to be later on.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
The urge to take off for some serious 
shopping will be tough to resist - 
and why should you? Shopping is 
perfectly justified now. Just try not 
to go over your limit - not too far, 
anyway.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Your lover will no doubt prove it to 
you from the moment you open your 
eyes. Since you’ve been planning an 
equally wonderful surprise for them, 
of course, there’s no reason to feel 
guilty about being so spoiled.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
That secret you’ve been lugging 
around? You just can’t keep quiet 
about it, not for one more second. 
If it’s going to be a private surprise, 
though, be discreet, and don’t tell 
anyone anything. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
A friend has recently come to you 
with a super offer, and you’re 
tempted to take it. Unfortunately, 
they’re not waiting for an answer, 
and you’ve got more important 
things to attend to.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
If anyone is notoriously not fond 
of attention, it’s you. In fact, you 
tend to avoid anything that even 
remotely resembles the spotlight. 
At the moment, that may be tough 
to do.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You were wondering when someone 
new and interesting might cross your 
path - especially if you’re single. Alas, 
the universe has seen fit to arrange 
an encounter for you: a surprising, 
coincidental encounter.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Calm, cool and calculated - 
that’s you, right? Well, that may 
be what you’re used to being 
referred to as, but those may not 
be the adjectives used to describe 
you today.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
All that hard work you’ve 
been doing lately hasn’t gone 
unnoticed in the eyes of the 
powers that be. You could be 
due for a raise, promotion or 
bonus.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
This could be quite the romantic day 
for you. Oh, and then there’s the fact 
that the heavens have arranged a full 
buffet of sweet, tender energies to 
assist you in creating not just perfect 
ambiance

  Aquarius Pisces
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Bergsma wins speed 
skating World Cup 

Heather Bergsma 
of the United States 
won the overall speed 
skating World Cup 
title yesterday after a 
convincing victory in 
a 1,500-meter race. As 
well as the overall win, 
Bergsma won by over 
half a second to snatch 
the 1,500 discipline title 
from standings leader 
Marrit Leenstra and add 
it to the 1,000 title she 
won on Saturday.

Play about Marathon 
bombing to premiere
“Finish Line,” a documentary play about the 
2013 Boston Marathon bombing, will make 
its world premiere this week in Boston. The 
Boston Theater Company production draws 
from interviews with survivors, runners, 
first responders and others. Actors use 
verbatim transcripts to convey each person’s 
story. “Finish Line” is being presented by 
the Boch Center at the Shubert Theatre 
starting Wednesday and running through 
March 26. The play doesn’t re-create the 
attack or portray those responsible, but 
focuses on people who were affected by 
the violence and came out stronger. Twin 
bombings near the marathon’s finish line 
killed three people and injured more than 
260.

ANDy Murray was stunned 
in his opening match at the 

BNP Paribas Open by a man 
ranked 128 places below him, 
losing 6-4, 7-6 (4) to Canadian 
qualifier Vasek Pospisil on Sa-
turday night.

It was, without a doubt, the bi-
ggest singles victory of his career 
for Pospisil, who spun around 
and flung away his racket after 
smacking a forehand winner to 
convert his fourth match point. 
Pospisil’s best accomplishment 
in tennis to date was winning a 
Wimbledon doubles title with 
Jack Sock of the U.S. in 2014.

There really was little reason 
to believe beforehand that Mur-
ray would have so much trouble 
Saturday. He is, after all, ranked 
No. 1, owns three Grand Slam 
singles titles and two Olympic 
singles golds, has about USD55 
million more in career earnings 
than Pospisil and a 45-0 edge in 
singles trophies.

Plus, Murray had won all four 
previous head-to-head mat-
chups.

But Pospisil attacked second 
serves with great success this 

time and broke Murray four ti-
mes — three in the opening set 
alone — while also keeping him 
off-balance with strong net play.

The tone was established early 
on in the second-round match. 
Murray, who had a bye in the 
first round, broke Pospisil twice 
in the opening set, but gave that 
edge back each time, winning 
only 1 of 9 second-serve points 
in that set.

Pospisil broke again to open 
the third, then held for 2-0 and 
had two break points to go up 
3-0 after Murray double-faulted 
for the sixth time. But Murray 
held there, then broke back, and 
was steadier until the tiebreaker.

Yet another double-fault gave 
Pospisil a 3-1 lead, and he stre-
tched that to 6-2, before relen-
ting just a bit on the way to the 
upset.

Other seeded men losing Sa-
turday: No. 7 Jo-Wilfried Tson-
ga, No. 19 Ivo Karlovic and No. 
30 Feliciano Lopez.

Murray failed to mount the 
sort of comeback that Venus 
Williams fashioned earlier Sa-
turday, when she cast aside 

three match points to get past 
another former No. 1-ranked 
player, Jelena Jankovic, 1-6, 7-6 
(5), 6-1.

Williams moved into the third 
round at Indian Wells for the 
first time since 2001, the year 
she and her father were jeered 
after she withdrew from her 
semifinal against younger sis-
ter Serena because of an injury. 
Williams boycotted the hard-
court tournament until retur-
ning last year.

Against Jankovic, the 36-year- 
old Williams — a seven-time 
Grand Slam champion and the 
Australian Open runner-up 
against her sister in January — 
had white tape wrapping her ri-
ght elbow and left thigh. And the 
American, who is seeded 12th, 
lost the opening set quickly, dro-
pping 16 of 18 points on her own 
serve, before falling behind 4-1 
in the second.

Even after Williams began tur-
ning things around from there, 
she was a point from losing on 
three occasions, each while she 
served trailing 6-5 in the second 
set. On the first, at 15-40, she 

ended an 11-stroke exchange 
with a backhand volley winner. 
On the next, at 30-40, Jankovic 
pushed a return of serve long. 
And on the third, later in that 
game, Jankovic again missed 
a return, again sending it long, 
and put her hands on her hips.

She would only win one game 
the rest of the way.

Also Saturday, Madison Keys 
played — and won — her first 
match of 2017 after time off 
because of a wrist operation, 
beating Mariana Duque-Mari-
no 6-1, 7-5. Keys, a 22-year-old 
American ranked No. 9, had 
arthroscopic surgery on her 
left wrist shortly after the sea-
son-ending WTA Finals in Oc-
tober. AP

Vasek Pospisil celebrates after 
defeating Andy Murray

TenniS 

Murray stunned by Canada’s 
Pospisil at Indian Wells ap
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We want to be 
the no. 1 team 
in the world 
and we’re not, 
so we have to 
get better.

EDDIE JoNES
ENGLAND CoACHEngland’s Danny Care scores his side’s final try during the match between England and Scotland

Lee Chong Wei lifts his trophy during the 
medal ceremony for winning the mens 
singles final against China’s Shi Yuqi

Steve Douglas 

TheRe’S just no sa-
tisfying England coach 
Eddie Jones. His team 
had just reaffirmed its 

dominance of northern-hemis-
phere rugby by retaining the 
Six Nations in spectacular sty-
le, tying New Zealand’s tier-one 
record of 18 straight wins in the 
process, when Jones laid down 
another challenge to England’s 
players.

“We want to achieve great-
ness,” Jones said, matter-of-
factly. “They are in the dressing 
room now, they are talking 
about it. They want to do it.”

For Jones, the 61-21 thrashing 
of Scotland at Twickenham on 
Saturday was merely another 
steppingstone on England’s 
four-year journey to the top of 
the world game.

The next task is to beat Ire-
land in Dublin next Saturday to 
secure a second straight Grand 
Slam, a feat only five other 
teams have achieved.

Then, it’s about knocking the 
world champion All Blacks off 
their perch.

“We aren’t beating our ches-
ts, saying we are the No. 1 team 
in the world,” Jones said. “We 
want to be the No. 1 team in the 
world and we’re not, so we have 
to get better.”

England’s record under Jones 
is now played 17, won 17 after 
dismantling sorry Scotland in 
an unexpected mismatch in the 
136th Calcutta Cup.

Jonathan Joseph scored three 
of the hosts’ seven tries as the 
English recorded their highest 
points total against their oldest 
international rival and equaled 

the biggest margin of victory in 
this fixture, from 2001.

“We are trying to move away 
from the tag of plucky losers, 
but that wasn’t even that,” 
Scotland captain John Barclay 
said. “We were useless.”

The Scots were talked up 
massively in the buildup after 
impressive wins over Ireland 
and Scotland but they failed to 
handle the occasion and the in-
creased weight of expectation. 
They remain without a win at 
Twickenham since 1983, and 
couldn’t get out of southwest 
London quick enough after 
their hopes of landing a first 
Triple Crown in 27 years and a 
first championship since 1999 
were ruthlessly torn apart.

England’s players, on the 
other hand, took a moment to 
enjoy their success.

Captain Dylan Hartley walked 

around the field as darkness fell 
over Twickenham, holding the 
Six Nations trophy in one hand 
and waving to jubilant England 
fans with the other. Teammates 
in front of him chatted and lau-
ghed.

“We’ll have a couple of quiet 
drinks tonight,” Jones said, 
“and then tomorrow night we’ll 
get together and onto Ireland.”

The English have been slow 
starters in this campaign. Not 
here. The game was virtually 
over by halftime, which En-
gland went into leading 30-7.

Scotland’s nightmare first 
half comprised of hooker Fra-
ser Brown getting sin-binned 
inside two minutes for a tip-ta-
ckle on Elliot Daly, strike run-
ner Stuart Hogg going off for a 
Head Injury Assessment on 18 
minutes and never returning, 
replacement center Mark Ben-

nett going off on a stretcher, 
and pitiful wide defense that 
Joseph skewered with some su-
perb running angles.

Back in the team after being 
dropped to the bench against 
Italy last time out, Joseph sped 
through opposite center Alex 
Dunbar’s weak tackle 40 me-
ters out with his first touch of 
the ball and cruised unchallen-
ged over the line in the 3rd.

Owen Farrell converted, ki-
cked two penalties either side 
of Scotland flyhalf Finn Russell 
missing touch with a penalty, 
and played a part in a backline 
move that saw Joseph break 
the line, slalom past covering 
defender Tim Visser and dot 
under the crossbar.

Behind 20-0 after 25 minutes, 
it was already getting embar-
rassing for the Scots. But on 
their first real attacking oppor-

tunity, they went for a lineout 
instead of kicking for goal and 
prop Gordon Reid barreled 
over from close range for a try.

It was brief respite because 
Farrell booted another penalty 
and Joseph ran another sensa-
tional angle off Farrell’s pop- 
pass and laid on Anthony Wa-
tson — Daly’s replacement — to 
sprint over just before halftime.

The second half was damage 
limitation for Scotland but Jo-
seph couldn’t be stopped, com-
pleting his hat trick in the 43rd 
by running onto scrumhalf Ben 
Youngs’ pass in a move off a 
scrum.

“Credit to the boys,” Joseph 
said, “I just ran the lines outsi-
de that they created. The holes 
were there for me.”

Scotland center Huw Jones’ 
try double, in the 50th and 69th 
minutes, were blips as England 
passed the half-century mark 
with fit-again No. 8 Billy Vuni-
pola rolling over from a maul in 
the 58th, and Danny Care sni-
ping over in the 72nd and again 
in stoppage time.

Farrell’s final conversion took 
him to 26 points and ensured a 
40-point margin of victory.

England has an unassailable 
eight-point lead over secon-
d-place Ireland after four rou-
nds.

“We are one year into a four- 
year project,” Jones said. 
“We’ve done reasonably well in 
the first year but we want to get 
better.” AP

TOP-RaNkeD Lee 
Chong Wei won 

his fourth All England 
Open crown yesterday 
and changed his mind 
about it being his 13th 
and last visit to bad-
minton’s oldest cham-
pionship.

After swatting aside 
first-time finalist Shi 
Yuqi of China 21-12, 21-
10, Chong Wei said he 
will return to defend the 
title of his favorite tour-
nament.

“Every year I come 
here I feel like I am 
playing at home,” the 

Malaysian said.
Before the event, he 

said this would be his 
last All England, then 
almost didn’t make it. 
He tore a cruciate li-
gament in his left knee 
on Feb. 4 when he sli-
pped on court mats in 
training, and wasn’t 
cleared until nine days 
before the tournament. 
He still played in pain 
and with the knee hea-
vily strapped and yet, 
despite all the pre-tour-
nament drama, sliced 
through his draw — 
dropping just one game.

No. 10-ranked Shi 
knocked out Chong 
Wei’s great nemesis, 
Lin Dan, in the semifi-
nals. He won his mai-
den Superseries final 
in Paris in October. But 
he’d been well beaten 
in his two previous ma-
tches with Chong Wei 
and never looked like 
hurting the Malaysian 
in this final.

Chong Wei outmaneu-
vered Shi, made him 
scramble, and smashed 
winners to his left and 
right. He was behind 
only once, by a point 

early. He won five strai-
ght points for 18-10 and 
an air of inevitability 
enveloped the final.

Late in the second, Shi 
earned a net kill to trail 
18-10 but rolled right 
over his right ankle and 
needed strapping. Two 
unforced errors gave 
Chong Wei match point, 
and the latter took it 
with a smash winner to 
Shi’s forehand.

His fourth All En-
gland title tied him with 
countrymen Wong Peng 
Soon and Eddy Choong, 
who won theirs in the 

1950s when the All En-
gland was the unofficial 
world championship.

Chong Wei didn’t re-
tire after the Rio de Ja-
neiro Olympics, where 
he won a third straight 
silver medal, to fulfil his 
dream of a world cham-
pionship with his Olym-
pic chance gone. He’d 
suggested the worlds 
in Glasgow in August 
would be his swansong, 
but at 34 and on a less- 
than-perfect knee, he 
remains a formidable 
opponent who will play 
on next year. AP

ruGby 

England mauls Scotland to 
retain 6 Nations, tie wins record 

baDMinTon 

Chong Wei wins 4th All England title and says he’ll be back 
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Ho: NPC CoNfirmed legality 
of maCau’s laNd law  

Legislative Assembly (AL) president Ho Iat 
Seng, who is also a member of the Standing 
Committee of the National People’s Con-
gress, said that the NPC Standing Commi-
ttee told Macau’s NPC representatives that 
Macau’s latest Land Law does not violate the 
Basic Law. 

According to TDM, the AL will finish re-
viewing the meeting records related to the 
region’s Land Law approval by the end of this 

month. The records will enable the AL to con-
firm whether the government made any spe-
cific promises when reviewing the law.

Ho noted that the AL will review previous le-
gal instructions from the government, as well 
as analyze whether the first version of the law 
served a clear legislative purpose at the time. 

The AL will then compare both versions be-
fore issuing a report announcing subsequent 
actions.

40-60
Moderate

40-60
Moderate

45-65
Moderate
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What restaurants can take aWay 
from chinese takeout

It’s never smart to keep hungry people waiting for 
their food. They turn “hangry.” 

No one has mastered this idea better than Chinese 
takeout restaurants, which have put a premium on 
speed ever since they emerged in the 1800s. That’s 
when a wave of Chinese immigrants came to the U.S. 
and opened up cheap and cheerful restaurants ca-
tering to miners and railroad workers. They became 
an American staple, catering to busy customers who 
wanted to grab their Chicken Sesame and skedaddle. 

It’s a lesson fast-food joints and casual dining res-
taurants would be wise to digest. Especially now 
that they are counting more than ever on sales from 
takeout and delivery. 

These chain restaurants have had a rough time la-
tely, as price wars, labor-cost hikes, and cheaper gro-
cery items bite into sales. Takeout and delivery have 
been rare bright spots for this industry, driving sales 
for everyone from Starbucks Corp. and Jack in the 
Box Inc. to Buffalo Wild Wings Inc. and The Chee-
secake Factory Inc. Earlier this month, McDonald’s 
Corp. announced it would roll out mobile ordering and 
delivery across all its U.S. locations.

U.S. consumers ordered USD31 worth of food, on 
average, with each delivery order in the fourth quarter, 
according to a 1010data analysis of third-party food-
delivery services.

But as many of these traditional restaurant chains 
weren’t built with delivery or takeout orders in mind, 
there are bound to be hiccups. 

At a UBS retail conference last week, Starbucks 
said the rapid rise of mobile orders contributed to 
lower-than-expected fourth-quarter sales at the coffee 
giant . Some stores got so jammed up with orders and 
customers that it deterred potential walk-ins. Starbu-
cks is trying to figure out how to get the drinks flowing 
faster to move customers along. On a trial basis in 
some locations, it’s sending mobile-ordering custo-
mers to one part of a store and walk-ins to another. 

Likewise, as Chipotle Mexican Grill Inc. struggles to 
rebound from its food-safety crisis, it has revamped 
its online ordering, pickup, and delivery options. But 
that’s slowing down the process of getting customers 
through stores, elongating wait times for people who 
come in to order a burrito. 

It doesn’t have to be this way. Instead of trying to 
serve two different kinds of customers in one store 
location, restaurants should consider opening or con-
verting less-profitable locations to food-delivery cen-
ters entirely devoted to takeout and delivery orders. 

These would look like centralized kitchens and cou-
ld be placed in lower-rent locations, with fewer em-
ployees doing nothing but preparing meals for takeout 
or delivery. No hostesses, servers or busboys are ne-
cessary. Food-safety issues might be even easier to 
contain with fewer people handling meals.

This would also help prevent third-party delivery 
services such as Uber Eats, Doordash and Deliveroo 
from interrupting the traffic flow at dine-in locations.

The trend has taken off in the U.K., where the growth 
in home delivery and takeaway has lately outpaced 
growth in dine-in restaurants, according to Euromo-
nitor. For example, when deliveries became such a 
big part of business at London rotisserie Clockjack, 
it opened a separate outpost catering just to delivery 
customers. 

In the U.S., Green Summit Group has launched a 
series of virtual eateries, or “ghost restaurants,” that 
operate food delivery services out of central commis-
saries in cities such as New York and Chicago.

Green Summit’s Peter Schatzberg told Fast Com-
pany in January that “a restaurant like Chipotle or Pret 
A Manger has to dedicate 75 percent of their space 
to seating, while 90 percent of their customers just 
grab and go.” 

These early, delivery-only restaurants have run into 
some challenges -- getting noticed, for one thing. 
Many pay big fees to Seamless to reach customers 
who can’t just discover them and stroll in for a bite. 

But big, well-known chains such as Chili’s and Chi-
potle wouldn’t have that problem. Their customers 
would just be glad to get their grub fast, no matter 
where it came from - even if it doesn’t come with a 
fortune cookie.

World Views 
Shelly Banjo, Bloomberg 

nepal has asked india 
to investigate the fatal 
shooting of a nepali 
man by indian border 
guards. The 25-year-old 
man was shot by border 
guards last week during 
a dispute between 
people on both sides 
of the border over 
the construction of a 
culvert in the area.

libya hundreds if not 
thousands of armed 
men are converging 
on Libya’s main oil 
shipping terminals, 
which the rival powers 
in the country’s east 
and west are fighting to 
control in a battle being 
watched by global oil 
markets.

turKey-netherlanDS
Turkey’s President 
recep Tayyip erdogan 
said ankara would 
retaliate for the ousting 
of the Turkish family 
affairs minister from 
the netherlands in 
an unprecedented 
midnight standoff 
outside the country’s 
rotterdam consulate 
between a high-level 
government official and 
police in full gear. 
More on p14

Serbia-ruSSia 
Serbia’s defense 
minister says that the 
country is expecting 
russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s 
approval for the 
delivery of fighter 
jets, which could 
worsen tensions with 
neighboring states.

brazil rio de 
Janeiro state plans 
to vaccinate its 
entire population 
against yellow fever 
as a precaution 
amid brazil’s largest 
outbreak of the disease 
in years. The state said 
Saturday it expects 
to reach a 90 percent 
vaccination rate this 
year. it will need 12 
million vaccine doses 
to do that.

Kim Chipman

TORONTO may be next 
on the list of global cities 

with a tax on home purchases 
by foreigners as government 
officials search for ways to 
cool scorching price gains.

Ontario Finance Minis-
ter Charles Sousa surprised 
many last week, saying he 
was reconsidering imposing 
a tax to curb price increases 
that have accelerated in Ca-
nada’s biggest city, reversing 
a stance last year to leave the 
market to its own devices.

“A year ago I was saying, 
‘Let market forces prevail,’” 
Sousa told reporters in To-
ronto. Now he’s concerned 
about people facing “bidding 
wars everywhere you go.” 
Sousa said he is considering 
a number of options for next 
steps, and a foreign tax is just 
one.

Governments from the U.K. 
to Australia and Hong Kong 
have imposed levies and res-
trictions on foreign buyers 
in recent years in an effort 
to tamp down home values 
that are shooting beyond the 
reach of many local residen-
ts. The Canadian province 
of British Columbia added a 
15 percent levy to home pur-
chases by foreign nationals 
in Vancouver, and the city in 
January began taxing empty 
homes.

Sales in Vancouver have sin-
ce plummeted, with some of 
the foreign buyers probably 

shifting east to Toronto. The 
average cost of a home in To-
ronto and its suburbs jumped 
28 percent in February from 
a year earlier to CAD875,983 
(USD648,588), the sixth 
straight month of above-20 
percent growth. That’s more 
than the 18 percent gain in 
Manhattan, which pushed 
the median price to $1.25 
million in the 12 months 
through January.

Sousa’s comments are 
likely to set off fierce debate 
in Toronto, with the real es-
tate industry arguing Friday 
that a tax would do nothing 
to improve the underlying 
problem in the market -- the 
lowest supply of homes in the 
city in more than 15 years, ac-
cording to the Toronto Real 

Estate Board.
“Imposing a tax on foreign 

buyers will not have the desi-
red effect of cooling the hou-
sing market and could create 
adverse effects,” Larry Cer-
qua, president of TREB, said 
in a statement. “It will do litt-
le to correct the real issue im-
pacting housing affordability, 
which is the lack of available 
housing supply.”

The real estate board said a 
survey it conducted last year 
showed only about 5 percent 
of purchases brokered by its 
members were on behalf of 
a foreign buyer and 80 per-
cent of buyers purchased a 
home as a residence, a place 
for another family member to 
live in, or as an investment to 
rent out, which helps increase 
rental supply.

Shaun Hildebrand, senior 
vice president at Toronto-ba-
sed real estate research firm 
Urbanation, said research 
shows foreign buyers repre-
sent only about 5 percent 
of new condo sales as well. 
Wealthy immigrants repre-
sent a “much more subs-
tantial component of the 
market,” and many rent out 
their purchases. Bloomberg

ProPerTy 

Toronto may be next with 
foreign homebuyers tax 

A flower labyrinth during the preview of the Hong Kong Flower Show at Victoria Park. The flower show is 
being held until March 19. 
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a year ago i 
was saying, 
‘Let market 
forces prevail’
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