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Casinos given deadline 
to revamp smoke rooms

local economy to 
sustain growth

macau passports 
rank well

The Economist Intelligence 
Unit expects the local 
economy to grow at a rate of 
5.2 percent this year

A Visa Restrictions Index 
puts Macau passports as 
the joint 36th strongest in 
the world  P5

china home sales surge

 P3

Pakistan vowed 
yesterday to work to 
prevent non-nuclear 
states from gaining the 
technology that would 
put them on the path 
to acquiring nuclear 
weapons — even 
though both Islamabad 
and neighbor New 
Delhi have defied non-
proliferation treaties 
to become competing 
nuclear powers.

MyanMar Clean-up 
work has begun as 
aftershocks continue 
to rattle villages near 
Myanmar’s biggest 
city a day after a 5.1 
magnitude earthquake 
injured more than 
two dozen people 
and shook homes 
and temples. The 
epicenter of Monday 
night’s quake was 
about 70 kilometers 
northwest of Yangon.

thai authorities say 
they have seized 21 
rhinoceros horns 
smuggled from Ethiopia 
worth almost USD5 
million. The bags 
carrying the horns 
were discovered Friday 
in a random customs 
search at Bangkok’s 
main airport. The bags’ 
owners fled as officers 
searched their bags 
and have not been 
apprehended.
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Ex-Taiwan 
president 
Ma Ying-jeou 
indicted over 
secrets leak  P11
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Recent developments in Mainland Chi-
na regarding the preliminary granting 

to Donald Trump of the rights to the word 
mark TRUMP raised eyebrows worldwide. 
Not only did such approvals come shortly 
after Mr. Trump stepped into the presi-
dential office, but also the nature of some 
of the services covered by the filings was, 
to put it mildly, ambiguous. The list inclu-
des “escort services”, “spas” and “massa-
ge parlours”, terms that have historically 
been used as euphemisms for a different 
line of activities.

The uproar focused mainly on the ethi-
cal, political and economic implications 
of a potential conflict of interest between 
Mr. Trump, the President and Mr. Trump, 
the Businessman. After all, the Trademark 
registrations about to be granted by China 
represent valuable private assets.

Another point made by some was that 
those filings imply that Mr. Trump’s or-
ganization engages or intends to engage 

in unethical or illegal activities. However, 
Mr. Trump may have no intention of en-
tering into such areas of business himself 
but simply be aiming at keeping his na-
me-brand from being used in connection 
with such activities by third parties acting 
in bad faith.

Mr. Trump is a master-brander and his 
legal team is specialized in using all means 
available to protect his Intellectual Pro-
perty rights. The filing of defensive trade-
marks as described above is one of them.

The Chinese economy has, in the last 
couple of decades, developed at an im-
pressive rate. Part of that growth was, 
allegedly, based the abusive use and re-
gistration, by Chinese entrepreneurs, of 
ideas - including technology, services and 
brands - developed by foreign public and 
private companies. When it comes to tra-
demarks, misappropriation is more visible 
and consequential, and can be very diffi-
cult to stop. This is because, as with Macau 

S.A.R., Mainland China is a first-to-file ju-
risdiction. In other words, and in general, 
the first one to the IP Office gets the right, 
even if the applicant is not the developer/
first user of the mark.

In 2010, a Chinese state-owned enter-
prise, the GAC Group, branded its cars 
TRUMPCHI. This brand is now a common 
sight in the streets of Mainland China and 
it is very unlikely that Mr. Trump will be 
able to reverse this. But an earlier defensi-
ve filing of this mark for automobiles wou-
ld most probably have barred the use and 
registration by GAC.

The Chinese government is now sending 
a clear message that Intellectual Property 
is to be upheld and international brand 
owners are more confident that action will 
be taken against infringers. Trials related 
to crimes against Intellectual Property in-
creased to 147,000 in 2016, and Michael 
Jordan scored a big win recently against a 
Chinese company. However, the first-to-

João Encarnação*

trump escort service 
when defense trumps offense

LEgaL WisE bY MdME

file rule remains in place and, more than 
ever, defensive filings should be part of a 
company’s IP strategy.

In Macau, large corporations have been 
taking steps to protect their effective use 
of trademarks by way of registration, but 
also filing defensive marks. The catch is 
that a merely defensive filing is potentially 
vulnerable to cancellation for non-use 
three years after registration. But the low 
cost of re-filing, with a creative rewording 
of the list of items, is an incentive to keep 
using this preventive strategy.

Small and medium enterprises in Macau 
have been slower in taking advantage of 
the formal protection system available in 
the law. The consequences can entail se-
rious legal costs for recovery of brands, 
and business-threatening repercussions if 
such recovery fails.

Ironically, Mr. Trump seems to consider 
that the risk of someone offering Trump 
Escort Services in Macau is lower than in 
Mainland China. None of the 26 applica-
tions he filed in Macau include a reference 
to massage or escort services. Maybe it’s 
time for a business visit to Macau – with a 
Secret Service escort.

* Partner, Head of Intellectual Property, 
MdME Lawyers

Several film and video 
production companies 

from Macau are featuring at 
the 21st Hong Kong Inter-
national Film & TV Market 
(Filmart), which is currently 
being held in Hong Kong. The 
local pavilion, which spans 90 
square meters, was jointly or-
ganized by the Macau Govern-
ment Tourism Office (MGTO) 
and the Cultural Affairs Bu-
reau (IC). 

Several film and video pro-
duction companies were in-
vited from Macau to show-

A man watches VR amusement products at the Filmart 

HK Int’l Film & TV Market 
features Macau pavilion

case their businesses in the 
Pavilion, as well as to con-
nect to and explore partner-
ship opportunities with fil-
mmakers and industry pro-
fessionals from around the 
world. 

The project was instigated to 
enhance the standard of local 
productions and encourage 
local industry professionals to 
venture into the international 
film market.

MGTO held a cocktail recep-
tion named “Experience Ma-
cao Cinematic Style”, in Fil-

mart, on Monday to present 
local film and video produc-
tions in addition to distinctive 
locations as ideal backdrops 
for films in Macau. 

Originating from 26 coun-
tries and regions, around 300 
industry buyers and members 
of the press attended the re-
ception. 

Local film and video produc-
tions as well as extraordinary 
filming locations in Macau 
were introduced and recom-
mended to the guests during 
the reception.

During the cocktail recep-
tion, local film and video pro-
duction companies shared 
their filming and post-pro-
duction process in Macau.

Organized by the Hong Kong 
Trade Development Council 
(HKTDC), the Hong Kong In-
ternational Film & TV Market 
is the largest market fair for 
international films and TV en-
tertainment programs in Asia 
and the second largest in the 
world, both in terms of num-
ber of exhibitors. 

Every year it attracts thou-
sands of buyers and offers 
a platform for exhibitors to 
showcase their diverse film 
and TV productions. 

The 28th Macau Arts Fes-
tival’s (MAF) Outreach 

Program features over 40 ac-
tivities including talks, master 
classes, workshops, meet-the- 
artist sessions, school perfor-
mances and movie screenings.

The MAF outreach activities 
will be launched in April and 
the Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC) opened applications for 
the program on Sunday.

The activities will include 
“One Day! Cantonese Opera” 
which will be held on April 1 
and 8. 

The session will allow partici-
pants to collaborate with you-
ng actors and put into practice 
their Cantonese opera techni-
ques, according to a statement 
released by the IC.

Hong Kong expert in Japane-
se culture, Kengo, will hold the 
lecture “The Untold Secrets of 
Japan – Kengo’s Talk on Japa-
nese Culture” on April 8, hel-
ping participants understand 
the Japanese Yamato people.

On April 29, a “Masterclass 
with the Bill T. Jones/Arnie 

MAF outreach program 
to hold over 40 activities 

Zane Company” will be held to 
allow participants to practice 
and reflect on how to use one’s 
own body to express social is-
sues. 

Dancers of intermediate and 
advanced levels must submit 
their dance-related experience 
when registering.

The activity, “Workshop on 
Art Critique for Secondary 
School Students”, to be held 
between April and May, will 
continue to improve young 
critics’ writing and arts appre-
ciation skills. 

The instructors will teach 
their drama and dance appre-
ciation techniques to students, 
who will put theory into practi-
ce by writing art critiques after 
watching the programs.

Most of the MAF Outreach 
Program activities have free 
admission. IC would like to 
remind visitors that vacancies 
are limited and subject to avai-
lability.

Tickets for the 28th edition of 
MAF, organized by the IC, are 
on sale now.
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More Tourist Police 
officers will patrol streets
 
The head of the public relations department of the 
Public Security Police Force (PSP), Lei Tak Fai, noted 
that, in the long term the region might allocate more 
Tourist Police officers to the streets, according to a 
report by Macao Daily News. The addition of more 
human resources will serve to face the needs of the city’s 
tourism sector. Moreover, the equipment and uniforms 
of these officers might also be upgraded, depending on 
future circumstances. Forty tourist police officers begun 
to patrol the streets of Macau this month; 30 on the 
Macau Peninsula, and 10 on the islands. Lei pointed out 
that these officers will not only assist tourists, but will 
also prevent crimes and help with human flow control. 

Computer association 
leader talks on Wi-Fi Go
 
The president of the Macau Computer Society, Chan 
Weng Kin, noted during a forum that took place on 
Monday, that 90 percent of the world’s free Wi-Fi 
services are not ideal, and that Macau is not unique 
when it comes to free Wi-Fi services. Chan pointed 
out that the government’s shortage of human 
resources, imperfect supervision mechanisms, and 
vague punishment policies mean that the city’s free 
Wi-Fi is flawed. He suggested that the government 
interconnects with different telecommunication 
providers in order to improve the quality of the services. 

Julie Zhu
 

The Second Standing 
Committee of the Legis-

lative Assembly (AL) held 
its 10th meeting to discuss 
amendments regarding the 
Law on Prevention and Con-
trol of Tobacco Smoke yester-
day. The majority of the com-
mittee (eight in favour and two 
against) agrees with a proposal 
according to which casinos 
must meet  government requi-
rements before 2019 to keep 
smoking lounges inside their 
facilities. 

Last week, the government 
delivered new proposals to the 
committee for further discus-
sion. The proposals included 
some requirements for gaming 
operators regarding smoking 
lounges inside casinos. Those 
adjustments seek to impro-
ve the requirements in terms 
of preventing smoke from 
leaking out of the lounges.

According to commit-
tee chairman Chan Chak 
Mo, three exceptions to the 
smoking ban are being propo-
sed: allowing casinos to set up 

smoking lounges, establishing 
smoking lounges or smoking 
areas in prisons, and main-
taining rooms which allow 
customers to sample tobacco 
products at tobacco stores.

Chan revealed that in yester-
day’s session, the government 
did not accept all of the afore-
mentioned suggestions, ad-
ditionally noting that the new 
bill still requires that no indoor 
smoking be allowed in prisons. 

The government also propo-
sed that any shops, aside from 
cigar stores, are not permitted 
to exhibit tobacco products. 

The new amendments are 
expected to come into effect at 
the beginning of 2018, althou-
gh the smoking lounges will 

only be allowed from January 
1, 2019. 

From that time, smoking 
inside casinos will be comple-
tely banned, barring in those 
smoking lounges which meet 
the government’s requiremen-
ts. 

“If the bill can be passed, it 
will come into effect on Ja-
nuary 1, 2018, and, within one 
year, casinos can set up quali-
fied smoking lounges,” explai-
ned Chan. 

He expressed the personal 
belief that smoking lounges 
can reduce the negative impact 
of second hand smoking for 
casino employees. 

As the gaming sector contri-
butes to the highest propor-

AL committee agrees with 
casino smoking lounges 

tion of taxes in Macau, Chan 
suggested that the city should 
not take the risk of causing 
a reduction in these taxes by 
completely banning smoking 
inside casino premises. “We 
can’t predict the casinos’ losses 
if a full smoking ban is imple-
mented,” he justified. 

He said that many casinos, 
including small ones, questio-
ned the government about the 
consequences of being unable 
to meet the requirements for 
smoking lounges. 

“The government will not 
allow smoking [in the casi-
nos],” said Chan, explaining 
that this will be the consequen-
ce if casinos do not meet the 
government requirements. 

Chan noted that if the law is 
passed and comes into effect 
on January 1, 2018, the gover-
nment is giving casinos one 
year to set up their smoking 
lounges. 

By 2019, according to Chan, if 
casinos cannot set up qualified 
smoking lounges, then  custo-
mers will not be permitted to 
smoke inside the premises. 

Next week, the committee 
will invite government repre-
sentatives to attend its mee-
ting on discussions of the bill’s 
amendment. 

The Health Bureau announ-
ced last month that the revamp 
of smoking lounges in casinos 
would be “a step forward.” 

Chan Chak Mo (right)
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Jackson ChangThe Institute for Tourism Stu-
dies (IFT) has been named 

Asia’s second best higher edu-
cation institution for hospitality 
and leisure management, and the 
world’s 18th best, according to the 
QS World University Rankings by 
Subject 2017.

IFT was the only higher educa-
tion institution from Macau in-
cluded in the ranking under the 
subject area of hospitality and lei-
sure management, and ranked hi-
gher than many of its competitors 
in countries such as Switzerland, 
the United Kingdom, the United 
States and Australia.

According to the ranking for 
hospitality and leisure manage-
ment in the Asia region, the hi-
ghest scoring institution was the 
Hong Kong Polytechnic Univer-

The Macau Trade and In-
vestment Promotion Insti-

tute (IPIM) is “very interested” 
in Sao Tome and Principe, and 
is awaiting the official estab-
lishment of relations between 
the two countries, the Presi-
dent of IPIM told Macauhub in 
Lisbon.

Following the reestablish-
ment of diplomatic relations 
on December 26 [2016] the 
process “is taking place” on a 
diplomatic level and IPIM has 
“to wait for clear guidelines 
from the central government,” 
in view of its work to promote 
trade relations, said Jackson 
Chang.

“Of course, IPIM is interested 
in exploring the Sao Tome and 
Principe market by carrying 
out missions involving Chinese 
companies,” said Chang in Lis-
bon on the sidelines of a mee-
ting of a delegation from the 
Pan-Pearl River Delta region 
with Portuguese companies 
and associations in the envi-
ronmental sector.

The President of IPIM no-
ted that he had visited all the 
Portuguese-speaking coun-
tries, with the exception of Sao 

EDUCATIoN

IFT named Asia’s 
number 2 for hospitality

sity, followed by IFT, Singapore’s 
Nanyang Technological Universi-
ty (3), South Korea’s Sejong Uni-
versity (4) and Taylor’s Univer-
sity (5) in Malaysia. The Chinese 
University of Hong Kong was also 
placed in the top 10 for the Asia 
region.

While the listings for the Hong 
Kong Polytechnic University and 
the Chinese University of Hong 
Kong are under Hong Kong’s flag, 
the IFT was paired with a flag of 
the People’s Republic of China.

“The quality of education at IFT 
and the Institute’s contributions 
to the community have, over the 
past two decades, been recogni-
zed by many awards and interna-
tional certifications,” notes a sta-
tement issued by the IFT.

The prestigious QS World Uni-

versity Rankings lists the world’s 
top universities overall, as well as 
ranking them across individual 
disciplines. It has been compiled 
by QS Quacquarelli Symonds Ltd. 
annually since 2011, and this year 
assessed more than 1,100 institu-
tions in 74 countries.

The ranking by discipline is 
produced using four sources of 
information, including surveys 
of academics and employers to 
assess institutions’ international 
ranking, as well research impact 
assessments.

This was the first year in which the 
category of hospitality and leisure 
management was introduced to 
the QS World University Rankin-
gs by Subject. It is not included on 
the Times Higher Education World 
University Rankings’ list.

Established in 1995, IFT offers 
an extensive selection of tourism 
and hospitality bachelor degree 
programs. Around 20,000 par-
ticipants attend its vocational 
and professional training courses 
annually according to the insti-
tution, which also noted that it 
collaborates with 101 universities 
and tourism organizations arou-
nd the world. DB

IPIM

MSAR ‘very interested’ in 
Sao Tome and Principe

Tome and Principe and said it 
was likely that Sao Tome busi-
nesspeople would be invited to 
the 2017 edition of the meeting 
of businesspeople from Chi-
na and Portuguese-speaking 
countries.

Sao Tome and Principe and 
the Republic of China re-esta-
blished diplomatic relations on 
December 26 after Sao Tome 
cut ties with Taiwan.

The reestablishment of diplo-
matic relations will, according 
to the new Deputy Secretary-
General of Forum Macau, Ding 
Tian, enable all Portuguese- 
speaking countries to be part of 
the Forum.  MDT/Macauhub



wed 15.03.2017

MACAU澳聞macau’s leading newspaper 5
 

th Anniversary

 

 ad

Global citizenship and re-
sidence advisory firm Henley 

& Partners has published its Visa 
Restrictions Index 2017, ranking 
countries and territories in the 
world by the number of other 
countries that their citizens can 
travel to visa-free. 

This year’s index put Macau 
SAR passports as the joint 36th 
strongest in the world, allowing 
visa-free access to 127 countries 
and territories. Macau shares the 
ranking with passport holders 
from Panama, St. Lucia and St. 
Vincent, and the Grenadines, but 
is beaten by Paraguay (128), Ve-
nezuela (129) and Mauritius (131).

The ranking is an improvement 
over the 2016 edition of the index, 
in which Macau was ranked 40th 
with a score of 120. In 2015, Ma-
cau enjoyed access to the same 
number of countries as 2016, but 
held a better global ranking, also 
at 36.

Hong Kong was ranked 22nd in 
the index, allowing visa-free access 
to 152 countries, down from 20 

The Talents Deve-
lopment Commit-

tee (CDT), the Macao 
Foundation (FM) and 
the Tertiary Education 
Services Office (GAES) 
have jointly launched 
the “UNESCO Inter-
nship Program,” offe-
ring the opportunity 
for 10 eligible local re-
sidents to partake in 
internship positions 
offered by UNESCO in 
destinations such as 
Cameroon, Mozambi-
que, and Peru, the CDT 
informed in a press sta-
tement.

The program, laun-
ched for the first time 
by the Macau govern-
ment, aims “to provi-
de young people with 
opportunities to prac-
tice in international or-
ganizations.”

The internships on 
offer include positions 
in the field of Social 
and Human Sciences, 
Science and Techno-
logy and Innovation, 

10 places open in 
‘UNESCO Internship 
Program’ 2017

VISA-FREE ACCESS INDEx

Macau passports ‘biggest 
climber’ in North AsiaHuman Resources, 

Communication, and 
Cultural Heritage.

Applications can be 
submitted from today 
until April 13 for tho-
se who have a Macau 
Permanent Resident 
Identity Card (BIR), a 
certificate of professio-
nal degree (bachelor’s 
or above) specified for 
the internship position 
issued in academic year 
2015/2016 or academic 
year 2016/2017, and 
the appropriate requi-
red language proficien-
cy.

The maximum dura-
tion of the internship is 
12 months. The govern-
ment will cover  round 
trip travel expenses in 
addition to providing a 
monthly living allowan-
ce of MOP12,000.

The candidates’ asses-
sment and final results 
will be known at the 
end of June and will be 
publically published on 
CDT’s website. 

in 2016 and 
16 for the 
year befo-
re. Taiwan 
came in 
at 31st 
(134) and 
mainland 
C h i n a 
at 85th 
(51).

For the North Asia region, 
which includes Macau and Hong 
Kong, Macau was recognized as 
the “biggest climber”, moving up 
four ranks. Nevertheless it remai-
ned the fifth strongest in the re-
gion out of a total of six countries, 
beating only mainland China.

Hong Kong saw the biggest fall 
with a slip of just two ranks, but 
retained its status as the third 
strongest in the region. Japan also 
retained its position as the top- 
ranked country in the North Asia 
region.

In global terms, the strongest pass-
ports are issued by Germany, accor-
ding to the index, with the country’s 

citizens per-
mitted visa-
free access to 
176 countries. 
The number 
two spot is 
held by Swe-
den (175), whi-
le Denmark, 
Finland, Italy, 
Spain and the 
United States 
share third pla-

ce, each at 174.
Meanwhile, the weakest of the 

passports were issued by the sta-
tes of Somalia (30), Syria (29), 
Pakistan (28), Iraq (27) and Af-
ghanistan (24).

In accordance with the Hen-
ley & Partners Visa Restrictions 
Index methodology, the data is 
compiled based on regulations 
effective on January 1, 2017. It 
surveys 199 passports from arou-
nd the world and 219 destination 
countries, therefore the maxi-
mum score a country can earn is 
218. DB 
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Lynzy Valles

EUrope is currently facing a crisis 
regarding the integration of Mus-

lim communities into its territories and 
an expert argued that the European 
Union is in need of creating policies ai-
med at this very end.

Henrique Raposo, a Portuguese wri-
ter and a media pundit, argued in his 
talk this week at the University of Ma-
cau – held as part of the Macau Lite-
rary Festival – that the solution to the 
current challenge is a revival of the 
classical liberal patriotism. 

During the talk, Raposo argued that 
two conservative forces would decide 
the future of Europe.

“Either the center-right patriotism of 
Merkel, Fillon or Macron, politicians 
determined to defend the cosmopoli-
tan status quo of the last decades; or 
the far-right nationalism of Le Pen, 
Brexiteers, Alternative for Germany - 
political-forces to destroy Europe.”

The center-right patriotism believes 
that all races and religion can live toge-
ther under the same legal framework; 
whilst the extremists are more discri-
minatory - which is a mistake, accor-
ding to the speaker.

Nevertheless Raposo acknowledged 
that one of the reasons for the ongoing 
discrimination of Muslims is fear of the 
recent terrorist attacks by the so-called 
Islamic State (IS). 

“The center-left and the center-right 
didn’t respond to that fear. So they 
gave room and time for the far-right 
to grow. We now have to start thinking 
about integrating Muslims who are 
born and raised in Europe,” he reaso-
ned.

Raposo then argued that the EU 
could use Singapore as an example of 
how to integrate different communi-
ties – citing that the country acquires 
educational and housing policies for 
residents.

He noted that 80 percent of Singa-
pore residents live in public housing 
regardless of their nationality. He also 
argued that there are no exclusive 
schools targeting specific nationalities. 

“They imposed a mandatory diversi-

ty. People have to live together [so] in 
every neighborhood [there are] Chine-
se, Malay and Indians,” he said.

Meanwhile when questioned on how 
Europe is currently tackling the is-
sue, Raposo briefly said, “lousy, we’re 
making a mess of things.”

He blamed the center-right for not 
developing a policy of integration, re-
sulting in the view of Muslims as visi-
tors to the territories. 

“We shouldn’t use the term multicul-
turalism, we should use segregation 
or clash of communities,” he argued, 
recalling the theories of political scien-
tist Samuel P. Huntington who argued 
that the clash would become the pri-
mary source of conflict in the future. 

Raposo noted that terrorist attacks 
are being conducted by Muslims living 
in Europe and not those from the Mi-
ddle East.

“We all have the moral duty to inte-
grate refugees and all [the] economic 
interest [to do so …]. We need immi-
grants, a lot. It’s crazy to build walls 
when we need them,” he said, noting 
Europe’s ageing society.

The media pundit also noted that the 
strategy of IS in organizing these atta-
cks is to make EU residents fearful of 
Muslims.

“We’re coming to that point. We’re 
coming to a place in time where 
everybody in the streets [or] bus will be 
afraid of Muslims and we have to stop 
that immediately.”

Raposo also added that it would take a 
generation for the EU to fully integrate  
Muslim communities in its countries. 
According to him, the EU has to solve 
the issue by integrating the communi-
ty with the laws and values of the host 
country – without jeopardizing Islamic 
cultural and religious rights. 

57,845 work 
in Wholesale 
& Retail Trade 
sector
At the end of the fourth 
quarter of 2016, the Wholesale 
& Retail Trade sector had 
57,845 persons engaged, up 
by 3.6 percent year-on-year. 
According to a survey on 
manpower needs and wages, 
as of December 2016, average 
earnings (excluding bonuses) 
of full-time employees rose 
by 2.6 percent year-on-year 
to MOP12,800. The survey 
covers diverse sectors, 
namely: Wholesale & Retail 
Trade; Transport, Storage & 
Communications; Security 
Activities and Public Sewage & 
Refuse Disposal Activities.

Labor law to 
be revised next 
year
A new revision of the labor 
law will enter the legislative 
process in the first quarter of 
2018. This pledge was made 
by the Secretary for Economy 
and Finance, Lionel Leong, 
in remarks to journalists in 
Beijing. Leong said that among 
the seven amendments to be 
enforced in the revised law 
that are currently in discussion 
by the Standing Committee 
for the Coordination of Social 
Affairs, one was the expected 
creation of paternity leave.

DNA database 
postponed 
The Judiciary Police (PJ) 
has revealed that there is 
not yet an established date 
for the creation of the so-
called “DNA database.” It 
remains unclear whether 
the project, which has 
since 2012 been described 
as an important asset 
to the force, will be 
implemented. According 
to PJ’s spokesperson, 
the main obstacle to the 
establishment of such a 
project is the “complexity 
of the legislative process.” 
“The procedures regarding 
the production of legislation 
in this field are lengthy, 
so legislating on the DNA 
database is still ongoing,” 
a PJ spokesperson told 
Lusa. Nevertheless the 
spokesperson also claimed 
that the PJ is working on 
such a project in the hopes 
that, when the relevant 
law comes into force, the 
establishment of a DNA 
database will swiftly follow 
suit. The idea of having a 
DNA database in the region 
came during the mandate 
of the current Secretary for 
Security, Wong Sio Chak, 
who was  director of the PJ 
at the time. 

The Macau economy is expec-
ted to grow at a rate of 5.2 per-

cent this year and an average rate 
of 5.3 percent in the 2017/2018 
period, according to the latest re-
port on Macau from the Econo-
mist Intelligence Unit (EIU).

The publication adds that the 
expected economic growth will be 
based on increased gaming reve-
nues, the main industry of Macau, 
and improvement of the economic 
climate will lead to a direct increa-
se in household consumption.

Although Macau’s gross domes-
tic product (GDP) in 2016 con-
tracted for the third consecutive 
year, the final two quarters posted 
year on year growth, and the final 
quarter of the year saw growth of 
7 percent.

Some large hotel and gaming 
complex will open to the public 
in the period in the Cotai landfill 

area between the islands of Co-
loane and Taipa, increasing both 
hotel capacity and the number of 
casinos.

Macau will continue to record 
high surpluses in both fiscal ter-
ms and in its foreign trade, due to 
increased tax revenues, a direct re-
sult of higher revenues from pun-
ters in the territory’s 38 casinos.

The series of 26 months of decli-
nes in casino revenues from casinos 
started in 2014 but finally stopped 
in August 2016, and February re-
corded the highest growth in the 

last seven months, an increase of 
17.8 percent to MOP22.991 billion 
(USD2.873 billion).

Accumulated gross revenues in 
the first two months of the year 
amounted to MOP42.246 billion 
(USD5.280 billion), a 10.6 percent 
increase when compared with Ja-
nuary/February 2016.

Gross fixed capital formation, or 
investment, is expected to register 
an annual contraction of 7.7 per-
cent this year, before rising again 
in 2018 with a marginal increase 
of 0.5 percent.  MDT/Macauhub

An online video showing 
a person that identifies 

himself as Kim Han Sol, 
the oldest son of Kim Jong 
Nam, who was killed last 
month, prompted ques-
tions about where he might 
be hiding after fleeing from 
Macau, where he resided. 
According to South Korean 
News Agency, Yonhap, last 
week Han Sol may have 
fled to the Netherlands to 
seek asylum.

In addition, according to 
Oxford Student website 
(OxStu), Han Sol has re-
portedly turned down an 
offer to study at an Oxford 
graduate college due to 
fears that his uncle could 
have him assassinated if he 
were to take up the offer.

The OxStu also cites a 
previous report from The 
Daily Mail which said 
Han Sol’s girlfriend was a 
student at Oxford Univer-
sity and he was initially 
planning to join her be-
fore receiving a warning 
(allegedly from Chinese 
security agents) that his 
life would be put at risk if 
he decided to enroll at the 
university.

Thae Yong Ho, a dissi-
dent who was previously 

a North Korean diplomat 
in London, said in an in-
terview last week that the 
motive behind Kim Jong 
Nam’s murder was his half- 
brother’s desire “to soli-
dify his legitimacy as the 
leader.” The former diplo-
mat added also that Jong 
Nam had been, until now, 
“the biggest obstacle” to 
Kim Jong Un becoming a 
long-term leader in North 
Korea.

Han Sol has also been 
considered a key figure 
in order to conclude the 
process of identifying the 
body, with Malaysian au-
thorities seeking family 
members of the deceased 
in order to collect DNA 
samples.

After the death of Jong 
Nam, Han Sol, could be 
presumed by the North Ko-
rean regime to now occupy 
the place left by his father 
and that makes him an ob-
vious next target now that 
all doubts over the person 
killed at Malaysia’s main 
airport seem to be dissipa-
ted with several news outle-
ts reporting that Nam’s 
body was finally identified 
with the help of Japanese 
authorities. RM

MACAU

Economy will grow at an average 
rate of 5.3pct in 2017/2018

KIM JoNg NAM MURDER 

Kim Han Sol might have 
fled to the Netherlands

japan assisted in identifying body 
aCCorDInG To  the Japan 
Times, Tokyo provided Ma-
laysian authorities with Nam’s 
fingerprint data, which was col-
lected in 2001 when he was de-
tained by immigration at Tokyo 
Narita International Airport for 
trying to enter the country on a 
false passport. At that time the 
episode became a scandal, since 
Nam’s reason for being in the 
country were allegedly to visit 

Tokyo Disneyland. The same re-
port notes that in addition to the 
fingerprint data, Japan also of-
fered other physical characteris-
tics to the Malaysian authorities 
that included mug shots taken 
at the time of the detention. 
Malaysia’s Deputy Prime Min-
ister Ahmad Zahid Hamidi said 
yesterday that the body of Kim 
Jong Nam has been embalmed 
to better preserve it.

Henrique Raposo

Writer: EU needs of policies to 
integrate Muslim community
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 goodenough 
claims that his 
new battery 
cells have three 
times as much 
energy density 
as today’s 
lithium-ion 
batteries

Richard Weiss

STrIkInG Berlin airport 
workers may cease giving 

notice of walkouts after Rya-
nair Holdings Plc began using 
its own ground staff to help 
maintain services from the 
German capital.

The tactic of bringing in 
foreign “strikebreakers” po-
ses a security threat because 
the Ryanair employees are 
being granted so-called air-
side access without sufficient 
checks, the Ver.di union said 
yesterday.

The labor group, which re-
presents about 2,000 striking 
staff at six ground-handling 
providers, may now deviate 
from its practice of annou-
ncing each walkout a day in 
advance to give people time 
to change their travel plans.

Ryanair said it had brought 
in only “fully qualified and 
authorized ground-handling 
staff” to dispatch aircraft and 
minimize disruption to custo-
mers. Kenny Jacobs the car-
rier’s chief marketing officer, 
added that strikers “have no 
business” accessing the air-
port and ramp when they are 
not working.

“It’s a disgrace that Berlin 
customers and visitors are 
having their travel plans dis-
rupted,” Jacobs said in an 
emailed statement. “We call 
on the German government 

corporate bits
ctm spring dinner shows gratitude to staff

Volkswagen AG sought to 
draw a line under the die-
sel scandal that has locked 
it in crisis mode for more 
than a year, with sweeping 
restructuring efforts star-
ting to take hold and pro-
fitability improving at the 
namesake car brand.

While Chief Executive 
Officer Matthias Mueller 

CTM held a spring dinner 
on Friday to express the 
company’s gratitude to its 
members of staff for their 
contributions in the past 
year. With the participation 
of more than 1,000 staff 

vw seeks to move beyond crisis the coming 10 years than 
over the past 100,” Mueller 
said  at the annual press 
conference in Wolfsburg, 
Germany. “It was clear to 
me from day one that we 
need to seize this decisi-
ve turning point to realign 
Volkswagen for the future.”

In addition to working 
through the scandal, 
Mueller has been loose-
ning up Volkswagen’s rigid 
decision-making structure 
and pushing the manufac-
turer to tackle challenges 
posed by a shift to self-
driving, electric vehicles. 
Last year, he set up Moia, 
which will offer ride-sha-
ring and other mobility 
services. The group also 
plans to roll out more than 
30 battery-powered vehi-
cles by 2025.

gratitude to all their em-
ployees for their hard work 
and contributions. They 
also expressed their hopes 
that their combined effor-
ts would enable them all 
to move forward and grow 
bigger and stronger and 
to embrace all the oppor-
tunities the future could 
present. They also wished 
CTM a brilliant future for its 
36th anniversary. 

During the dinner, a spe-
cial program called “Appre-
ciation Culture” invited 
colleagues to share their 
experiences of positive 
attitudes and good deeds 
in the work environment 
through a video, to spread 
the positive energy of 
appreciation and to enhan-
ce the cohesion within the 
company.  

acknowledged yesterday 
that emissions lawsuits 
will continue to preoc-
cupy the automaker for 
many years, he said the 
company is “back on tra-
ck” and in a position to 
push ahead with tackling 
an “epochal shift” in the 
auto industry. Those ini-
tiatives could eventually 
include talks with Fiat 
Chrysler Automobiles NV, 
with the German company 
now more open to strate-
gic partnerships, Mueller 
said.

“Volkswagen needs to 
transform, not becau-
se everything in the past 
was bad, but because our 
industry will see more 
fundamental changes in 

members, CTM celebrated 
the Year of Rooster. 

CEO of CITIC Telecom 
Lin Zhen Hu, CEO of CTM 
Vandy Poon and Chairman 
of CITIC Telecom Xin Yuen 
Jiang expressed their   

A poster with the word ‘strike’ is fixed at a door at Berlin Schoenefeld 
Airport, Germany

Alphabet Inc.’s Executive Chairman Eric Schmidt

TEChNologY 

Schmidt flags promise in 
new Goodenough battery 
Jonathan Tirone

The 94-year-old creator of the 
lithium-ion battery has inven-

ted another breakthrough storage 
device that’s capturing the atten-
tion of industry heavyweights.

“John Goodenough, inventor of 
the lithium battery, has developed 
the first all-solid-state battery ce-
lls,” said Alphabet Inc.’s Executive 
Chairman Eric Schmidt via Twit-
ter yesterday. Goodenough’s claim 
that his new battery cells have 
three times as much energy densi-
ty as today’s lithium-ion batteries 
is “promising,” according to Goo-
gle’s former chief executive officer.

A new and more powerful gene-
ration of batteries may be made 
entirely from glass, according to 
the conclusions of Goodenough 
and his team of researchers pub-
lished by the U.K. Royal Society of 
Chemistry. They store and trans-
mit energy at temperatures lower 
than traditional lithium-ion packs 
and can be made using globally 
abundant supplies of sodium.

The research could result in “a 
safe, low-cost all-solid-state cell 
with a huge capacity giving a lar-
ge energy density and a long cycle 
life suitable for powering an all-e-
lectric road vehicle or for storing 
electric power from wind or solar 
energy,” the researchers wrote in 
the peer-reviewed journal Energy 
& Environmental Science.

Energy storage is seen as the 
missing link in the world’s tran-
sition to a zero-carbon economy. 
Batteries can fill power gaps from 
intermittent solar and wind ener-
gy. Companies including Tesla Inc. 
and Volkswagen AG have set their 
sights on lithium-ion to usher in a 
new generation of plug-in vehicles.

The research conducted by 
Goodenough and his team, who 
worked from the University of 

Texas at Austin as well as at the 
University of Porto in Portugal, 
was driven by the “urgent” need 
to reduce fossil fuel consumption 
and combat climate change.

The researchers are working on 
several patents and are seeking to 
collaborate with battery makers 
“to develop and test their new 
materials in electric vehicles and 
energy storage devices,” according 
to a statement by the University of 
Texas.

“The road from the lab to the 
factory is a long one,” said Julia 
Attwood, an analyst at Bloomberg 
New Energy Finance. “Some te-
chnologies encounter significant 
difficulties when they attempt to 
scale up. It could be a while befo-
re we’re seeing these materials in 
electric vehicles or stationary sto-
rage.”

It took Goodenough about 11 
years to see his lithium-ion break-
throughs commercialized by Sony 
Corp. in 1991, according to a 2015 
profile published by Quartz maga-
zine. The scientist began focusing 
on storage technologies at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology during the 1970s as a po-
tential way of resolving the persis-
tent oil crisis of the era, according 
to the article.

“We believe our discovery sol-
ves many of the problems that 
are inherent in today’s batteries,” 
Goodenough said in a statement. 
“Cost, safety, energy density, rates 
of charge and discharge and cycle 
life are critical for battery-driven 
cars to be more widely adopted.” 
Bloomberg

Berlin airport union 
attacks Ryanair for 
‘strikebreaking’ tactic

to intervene.”
Flights from Berlin’s Tegel 

and Schoenefeld airports are 
being disrupted for a third 
day in five as workers seek 
improvements in pay that’s 
been squeezed by increased 
competition. Some 578 fligh-
ts were canceled, taking the 
total lost since the walkouts 
began on Friday to more than 
1,900.

Some other airlines are also 
managing to operate flights, 
and while that may be with 
Berlin-based staff or non- 
striking handlers, Ryanair 
said it’s not alone in drafting 
in help.

Europe’s biggest low-cost 
carrier serves Schoenefeld 
alongside discount rivals 
including EasyJet Plc and 
Norwegian Air Shuttle ASA. 
Tegel’s leading operators 
are Air Berlin Plc, Deutsche 
Lufthansa AG and British 
Airways.

Ver.di said that the current 
strike will end today. Whi-
le the union didn’t directly 
respond to an offer from the 
employers to enter media-
tion, it said a sweetened pay 
deal must be proposed to sta-
ve off further action. Thou-
gh an agreement has been 
reached at Stuttgart airport, 
the conflict could spread to 
Frankfurt, where Acciona SA 
has yet to agree terms, it said. 
Bloomberg
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ATlANTIC CITY CoMINg BACK To lIFE

Water park eyed at 
ex-Atlantic Club casino  
The Atlantic City casi-

no where Steve Wynn 
used to make sure 
Frank Sinatra had 

enough towels may soon beco-
me an indoor water park and 
go-cart track.

Ronald Young’s R&R Develo-
pment Group said Monday it 
has bought the former Atlantic 
Club casino and plans to turn it 
into a non-gambling family re-
sort. He said his group plans to 
invest USD135 million into hotel 
renovations and construction of 

an indoor water park and hopes 
to have 300 hotel rooms open by 
the fall.

The water park will be the 
centerpiece of the project at 
the Boardwalk site that once 
was Wynn’s Golden Nugget ca-
sino in the early days of casi-
no gambling in Atlantic City, a 
property made famous by televi-
sion commercials in which Sina-
tra slipped the casino magnate 
a $5 bill and told him to make 
sure The Chairman of the Board 
got enough fresh towels.

The resort, to be called Dolphin 
Village, is designed to appeal to 
families.

“We are going to complement 
every casino here,” Young said. 
“People are going to love this.” 
He said it should take 12 to 14 
months to complete the water 
park once construction begins. 
Yung added the project would 
feature a go-cart track where the 
expansive casino floor used to 
be. And the resort will feature a 
“world-class” arcade as well, he 
said.

If it comes to fruition, the pro-
ject will mark the third of five 
Atlantic City casinos that shut 
down since 2014 coming back 
to life. The former Showboat ca-
sino is open as a non-gambling 
hotel, and Hard Rock Interna-
tional is reopening the former 
Trump Taj Mahal as a new casi-
no next year.

R&R bought the property 
for an undisclosed price from 
Clearwater, Florida-based TJM 
Properties, which in turn bought 
it from former owner Caesars 
Entertainment following the 

shutdown. TJM will continue to 
hold an ownership stake in the 
property, Young said.

Young’s partner in the venture 
is attorney Robert Reilert, the 
former general counsel for Cae-
sars Palace in Las Vegas.

Atlantic City Mayor Don Guar-
dian said Young brought a group 
of investors to the city a year ago 
with plans for a water park that 
did not come to fruition.

“However, I believe that this 
new location and timing are 
much better to assure success,” 
Guardian said.

Young said restoring casi-
no gambling at the site was ne-
ver given a thought.

“I don’t even want to say the 
C-word,” he said.

The Atlantic Club is one of se-
veral former casino properties 

in Atlantic City whose use is li-
mited by deed restrictions im-
posed by former owners, stating 
they cannot be used as casinos 
for a specified length of time.

The Atlantic Club was the first 
of four Atlantic City casinos to 
close in 2014.

In January 2016, a deal to sell 
the property to Endeavor Pro-
perty Group fell through. En-
deavor AC, a property company 
based in Ambler, Pennsylvania, 
had announced plans in 2015 
to convert the Atlantic Club 
into a non-casino resort with an 
81,000-square-foot, indoor-ou-
tdoor water park. Plans also cal-
led for conference and event fa-
cilities, a family entertainment 
center, new restaurants and re-
tail space along the Boardwalk. 
MDT/AP

the who will take up las vegas residency 
The Who is taking up residency 
at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas this 
summer. Caesars Entertainment 
announced that the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Famers will become the first 
rock band to take up residence at 
the hotel-casino’s Colosseum since 
the venue opened in 2003. The first 
run opens July 29 with six shows 
through Aug. 11. Tickets go on Friday 
at prices from USD76 to $501. The 
Who have sold more than 100 million 

records since forming in 1964. Their 
hit albums include “My Generation,” 
“Tommy” and “Quadrophenia.”
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ChIna home sales remained 
resilient in the first two mon-

ths of the year, signaling policy 
makers are struggling to check 
the booming housing market.

The value of new homes sold 
rose 23 percent to 912 billion 
yuan (USD132 billion) in Ja-
nuary and February compared 
with the first two months of 
2016, according to National Bu-
reau of Statistics data released 
yesterday. Sales rose 17 percent 
in December, the last time the 
data was released.

“Sales were a lot stronger than 
expected,” said Larry Hu, head 
of China economics at Macqua-
rie Securities Ltd. in Hong Kong. 
“Buyers in third- and fourth-tier 
cities chased gains, eyeing simi-
lar price surges in top cities.”

The surge comes after top policy 
makers used this month’s Natio-

nal People’s Congress to reiterate 
a pledge to curb property spe-
culation, and some local gover-
nments expanded home-buying 
restrictions. New banking regu-
lator Guo Shuqing has said he 
will pay close attention to real es-
tate bubbles, after 45 percent of 
new loans in China last year went 
to the property sector, with most 
going to personal mortgages.

Most first- and second-tier ci-
ties have imposed home-buying 
restrictions in the past six mon-
ths.

Buyers turned more bullish, as 
sales growth by area surged 24 
percent year-on-year, more than 
double the 10 percent increase in 
December, according to Bloom-
berg calculations based on the 
data. Builders remained optimis-
tic with the value of land bought 
rising 13 percent, the data show.

Investment in real estate deve-
lopment gained 8.9 percent in 
January-February from a year 
earlier, down from 11.1 percent in 
December, according to Bloom-
berg calculations. Strong proper-
ty investment helped China’s fi-
xed-asset investment accelerate, 
rising 8.9 percent in the first two 
months of the year, compared 
with 8.1 percent in 2016.

“Previous property cooling 
measures have helped little to 
cap property investment,” Betty 
Wang, an economist at Australia 
& New Zealand Banking Group 
Ltd. in Hong Kong, wrote in a 
note after the data was released.

The inventory of unsold ho-
mes rose for the first time since 
March last year, climbing to 407 
million square meters.

Price-controls in cities where 
home values have risen rapidly 

will remain tight, or even esca-
late this year, Moody’s Investors 
Service analyst Chris Wong wro-
te in a note yesterday.

“While the effects of increasing 
land supply will take time to reali-
ze, Moody’s believes governmen-

ts in first- and major second-tier 
cities will maintain or even tigh-
ten their restrictive measures to 
curb investment or speculative 
demand for properties, and to 
prevent an overheating of pri-
ces,” Wong said.  Bloomberg

Home sales surge 23pct defying curbs 

The Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing building  

Analysts’ most-hated stocks are 
Hong Kong’s biggest winners 
Kana Nishizawa

When it comes to 
this year’s surge 

in Hong Kong stocks, it 
paid to root for the un-
derdog.

Equities with the 
lowest ratings from 
analysts have driven 
the market’s Asia-lea-
ding gains in 2017, 
streaking ahead of sha-
res showered with buy 
recommendations, data 
compiled by Bloom-
berg show. While this 
is frustrating for stock 
strategists - and the 
investors who follow 
their advice - it reflects 
a pivot in the market’s 
focus as China’s econo-
mic recovery solidifies.

Bloomberg assigns 
analysts’ recommenda-
tions a value from one, 
a sell, to five, a buy. 
These are then avera-
ged to create a consen-
sus rating. Hong Kong- 
listed stocks covered 
by at least five analysts 
with a consensus rating 
of less than three have 
climbed 11 percent this 
year, based on an ave-
rage that’s weighted for 
market value, versus 
the 7.2 percent advance 
in equities with unani-
mous buy ratings, the 
data show.

Take Cathay Paci-
fic Airways Ltd. Hong 
Kong’s marquee airline 
has 15 sell recommen-
dations and zero buys 

as increased compe-
tition on Asian routes 
crimps earnings, but 
it’s climbed 14 percent 
in 2017, well ahead of 
the Hang Seng Index, 
which is up 8.3 percent.

Likewise, Tsingtao 
Brewery Co. The beer 
maker has struggled 
as China’s slowdown 
in the wake of the glo-
bal financial crisis pri-
ced out lower income 
drinkers - it has 10 sells 
to one buy. Still, Tsing-
tao’s Hong Kong stock 
has soared 23 percent 
in 2017 after posting its 
biggest advance since 
September last month.

In 2016, the reverse 
was true, with lower- 
rated Hong Kong sto-
cks falling as those with 
perfect buy credentials 
climbed.

Strength in manu-
facturing to producer 
prices has added to the 
picture of Chinese eco-

nomic health in 2017. 
Data yesterday showed 
factory output and fi-
xed-asset investment 
exceeded estimates for 
the first two months of 
the year. That’s helped 
last year’s market la-
ggards catch up, said 
Vincent Chan, head of 
China macro research 
at Credit Suisse Group 
AG in Hong Kong.

“Usually companies 
that get all the buy ra-
tings are companies 
that enjoy structural 
growth - that means 
irrespective of the eco-
nomic dynamics their 
earnings are growing,” 
he said. “When the 
economic cycle starts 
to turn, like this year, 
growth no longer beco-
mes a scarce commo-
dity. These companies 
that nobody is holding, 
all of the sudden they 
deliver growth.”

Analyst love hasn’t 

been able to staunch 
the losses in shares 
of WH Group Ltd. in 
2017. The Hong Kon-
g-based company, ow-
ner of the world’s lar-
gest pork producer, has 
fallen 4.2 percent this 
year, even with all 12 
analysts covering the 
stock rating it a buy. 
Universal Medical Fi-
nancial & Technical 
Advisory Services Co. is 
also a unanimous buy, 
and has gained 6.7 per-
cent this year, just un-
der half Cathay’s climb.

“People are just 
looking for opportuni-
ties,” said Brett McGo-
negal, chairman and 
chief executive officer 
at Capital Link Inter-
national Holdings Ltd. 
in Hong Kong. Inves-
tors who came too late 
to the Hong Kong rally 
are searching for “other 
things and some of the-
se are household na-
mes - Cathay, Tsingtao 
are very well known 
brands,” he said.

Cathay has rebounded 
15 percent from last 
year’s low, even with 
analysts expecting the 
air carrier to report a 92 
percent plunge in 2016 
operating profit on We-
dnesday. Meanwhile, 
Tsingtao has benefited 
after Bloomberg News 
reported Danish beer-
maker Carlsberg A/S 
may purchase a stake. 
Bloomberg

ChIna introduced a 
new indicator for the 

services sector to better tra-
ck the vast range of activity 
from movies to restaurants 
that now account for more 
than half of the economy.

The services output index 
rose 8.2 percent in January 
and February from a year 
earlier on growth in te-
chnology, transportation, 
and deliveries, the Natio-
nal Bureau of the Statis-
tics said yesterday in the 
first release of the index. It 
plans to update the measu-
re each month.

The NBS said the index 
tracks the output of ser-
vices, also known as the 
tertiary sector, without 
deducting the input costs, 
which means it’s different 
to a quarterly report relea-
sed with the government’s 
data on gross domestic 
product. The increased 
focus on services unders-
cores the sector’s increa-
sing importance as China 
transitions away from old 
smokestack industry dri-
vers and export-led grow-
th.

Services accounted for 
51.6 percent of economic 
output last year. The cate-
gory’s 8.3 percent growth 
in the fourth quarter helped 
offset slower expansions in 
manufacturing and agricul-
ture and contributed to the 
world’s second-largest eco-
nomy posting its first acce-
leration in two years.

The index is crafted to 

reflect short-term changes 
in the service sector, said 
Sheng Laiyun, a National 
Bureau of Statistics spokes-
man at a press conference 
in Beijing Tuesday. China’s 
economy is rapidly restruc-
turing from over-reliance 
on industry to services, and 
the days of “reading the 
face of industries” to make 
decisions have been repla-
ced by services, he said.

The gauge reflects both 
the volume of businesses 
and values such as opera-
ting revenue, NBS said in a 
statement. It’s adjusted for 
prices, and raw data come 
both from the statistical 
system and government 
ministries. The bureau said 
it currently releases only 
the general gauge, while 
sub-indexes by sector will 
be rolled out “at the proper 
time.”

“It’s a change made to 
adapt to the evolving struc-
ture of the economy,” said 
Gao Yuwei, a researcher at 
the Bank of China Ltd.’s 
Institute of International 
Finance in Beijing. He said 
that with a comprehensive 
indicator, the government 
can better gauge the grow-
th of services output and 
improve policy making.

Gao said the new index 
still needs improvement 
because it doesn’t account 
for input costs and that it’s 
difficult to collect data from 
service companies because 
they’re more scattered and 
fast-changing. Bloomberg

Services index 
introduced to reflect 
changing economy 
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Christopher Bodeen, Beijing 

ChIna is rebuilding 
a major center of Ti-

betan Buddhist learning 
in the country’s west to 
improve safety and public 
health, a local official and 
state media said yester-
day, refuting reports last 
year that the complex was 
being demolished and its 
residents evicted.

The sprawling Larung 
Gar complex had been 
home to thousands of 
monks, nuns and laypeo-
ple studying the religion’s 
more esoteric aspects. 
Overseas monitoring 
groups said last year that 
buildings were being torn 
down in an apparent at-
tempt to drive off those 
staying there.

However, county gover-
nment spokesman Jiang 
Zhiming told The Asso-

RElIgIoN 

Major Buddhist learning center being rebuilt 
ciated Press that only 
some buildings had been 
razed to clear access lanes 
for firefighters. He didn’t 
say how many Buddhist 
faithful remained at the 
site, but said about 800 
had been resettled in a 
nearby town.

“The purpose of the re-
novation is to improve 
the living standard of the 
residents there and elimi-
nate fire hazards,” Jiang 
said. Work began last 
May and will finish this 
month, he said.

Along with the seminary 
and temples, the site in-
cluded a settlement made 
of thousands of log cabins 
lining the steep sides of 

a valley that provided 
accommodation for re-
sidents and visitors at-
tending short-term study 
courses.

Built in 1980, the semi-
nary had hosted around 
4,000 people, but was 
designed “haphazardly” 
and grew over the years 
“without regard to geo-
logical risks” in the seis-
mically active area, the 
official China Daily news-
paper said.

Government teams pre-
viously evicted thousands 
of monks in 2001, but the 
site has swelled signifi-
cantly in the years since. 
A fire in 2014 had des-
troyed about 150 dwellin-

gs but caused no deaths 
or injuries, China Daily 
said.

The seminary is loca-
ted in Sichuan province’s 
Sertar county, a remote 
mountainous region lar-
gely off-limits to foreign 
media. Information from 
the area is almost impos-
sible to verify.

Access to traditionally 
Tibetan parts of western 
Sichuan has been res-
tricted since anti-gover-
nment riots swept across 
the region in 2008 and 
reporters who make it to 
the area are usually detai-
ned and sent back to the 
provincial capital.

More recently, the area 

has seen a wave of self- 
immolations by Tibe-
tan clergy and laypeople 
protesting government 
suppression and calling 
for the return of the Dalai 
Lama, the exiled Tibetan 
spiritual leader.

Also yesterday, state 
newspapers quoted Chi-
na’s hand-picked Pan-
chen Lama, the second- 
highest figure in Tibetan 
Buddhism, calling for 
stricter regulation of Bud-
dhist temples and clergy, 
including “fake monks.”

“Buddhism has suffered 
the effects of commer-
cialization. Some monks 
were not following re-
ligious disciplines and 

have been seeking finan-
cial gain in the name of 
religion,” the Panchen 
Lama said in his first 
speech ever to the Chi-
nese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference, 
the official advisory body 
to China’s ceremonial 
parliament.

“Although fake monks 
cannot represent mains-
tream Buddhists, they 
have had a very negative 
influence,” he said

China picked its own 
Panchen Lama in 1995, 
rejecting a boy chosen by 
the Dalai Lama, who fled 
Tibet in 1959 amid an 
abortive uprising against 
Chinese rule. AP

Adela Lin, Yu-Huay Sun

Ex-TaIWanese Pre-
sident Ma Ying-jeou 
expressed confidence 
he would be exone-

rated after Taipei prosecutors 
indicted him over allegedly 
leaking details of a criminal in-
vestigation while still in office.

Ma, 66, was hit with three cri-
minal counts yesterday alleging 
that he improperly disclosed a 
wiretapped conversation be-
tween lawmakers discussing an 
influence-peddling investiga-
tion, according to court docu-
ments filed by the Taipei Dis-
trict Prosecutors Office. Each 
count carries a possible senten-
ce of as many as three years in 
prison.

The former president and 
Kuomintang chief told re-
porters yesterday that he was 
exercising his “constitutionally 
grounded authority over crisis 
management” at the time. “The 
act was not a crime,” Ma said, 
according to a TVBS broadcast.

The indictment makes Ma, 
who championed closer ties 
with Taiwan’s one-time civil 
war rivals in China, the island’s 
third consecutive president to 
face criminal charges after lea-
ving office. His predecessor, 
Chen Shui-bian, of the rival De-
mocratic Progressive Party, was 
granted medical parole in 2015 
while serving a 20-year prison 
sentence following his corrup-
tion conviction.

Lee Teng-hui, who oversaw 
Taiwan’s transition to direct 
democracy as president from 

Former Taiwan President Ma Ying-jeou 

 The case 
turns on 
whether Ma 
improperly 
disclosed a 
wiretapped 
June 2013 
conversation

Taiwan leaks case makes Ma third 
straight president prosecuted

1988 to 2000, was found not 
guilty of money laundering and 
embezzling government funds 
in November 2013.

The charges against Ma re-
present the latest twist in an 
enduring political saga that 
has entangled Taiwan’s most 
powerful officials. The alleged 
leaks fueled a failed bid by Ma 
to oust a popular legislative 
speaker, damaging his own low 
approval ratings and helped 

precipitate a series of election 
defeats that led to his Kuomin-
tang’s ouster. 

The case turns on whether Ma 
improperly disclosed a wireta-
pped June 2013 conversation 
between the speaker,  Wang 
Jin-pyng, and a DPP lawmaker 
who had recently been acqui-
tted of breach-of-trust allega-
tions. Wang told the lawmaker, 
Ker Chien-ming, that prosecu-
tors wouldn’t appeal, the Su-

preme Prosecutors Office said 
in September of that year.

While Wang was never accu-
sed of wrong-doing, Ker sought 
charges against Ma. Yesterday, 
the former president was ac-
cused of improperly discus-
sing details of the call with the 
then-premier and his deputy 
secretary general, according to 
court documents. The charges 
were leaking non-defense se-
crets, leaking classified infor-

mation from communications 
surveillance and breaking rules 
protecting personal informa-
tion.

Ma was questioned more than 
three years ago in connection 
with the disclosures, but pre-
sidential immunity protected 
him until he left office in May. 
Ex-Taiwanese Prosecutor Ge-
neral Huang Shyh-ming was 
convicted in 2015 of improper-
ly disclosing the information 
to Ma and was released after 
paying a fine.

Ma faces several investiga-
tions into actions be made 
while in public office. In June, 
current President Tsai Ing-wen, 
of DPP, denied Ma’s request to 
visit Hong Kong under a state 
secrets law that restricts trips 
by former top officials after they 
leave office, saying the city was 
a “sensitive region.”

Yesterday, Tsai’s office decli-
ned to comment, saying only 
that the president respects the 
judiciary and wouldn’t comment 
on individual cases. Bloomberg
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When I saw 
the police 
crackdown, I 
realized there 
was something 
very violent in 
the university’s 
policies.

KIM JI-EUN 
EWHA ALUM

Youkyung Lee, Seoul 

When the Constitutio-
nal Court removed Pre-

sident Park Geun-hye from 
office last week, there were 
waves of social media messa-
ges thanking students at one 
South Korean university for 
sparking the historic change.

Last summer, months befo-
re the public learned about a 
shadowy adviser behind Park, 
Ewha Womans University stu-
dents gathered on the Seoul 
campus to protest something 
that initially seemed unrelated 
to national politics: the school 
administration’s decision to 
create a new degree program.

Ewha, considered the coun-
try’s top women’s universi-
ty, soon withdrew the plan, 
but the students did not stop 
there, pressing on with their 
sit-in to urge the school presi-
dent’s resignation. The efforts 
to topple the university pre-
sident ended up uncovering 
a crucial piece of the puzzle 
in the political scandal that 
eventually brought down the 
country’s leader: the school’s 
favoritism to an equestrian 
athlete who turned out to be 
the daughter of Park’s secre-
tive confidante, Choi Soon-sil.

The extent of Ewha’s favors to 
Choi’s daughter, Chung Yo o-ra,  
was further investigated by 
South Korea’s parliament and 
a special prosecution team. 
Seven school officials, inclu-
ding its former president and 
several professors, were indic-
ted on criminal charges, and 
Chung’s admission to the uni-
versity was canceled.

The episode struck a nerve 
in the country, where many 
young people work hard to get 
into a prestigious university, 
and unleashed the massive 
popular movement that wou-
ld help unseat Park, who was 
impeached by parliament in 
December and formally remo-
ved from office by the court 
on Friday. Park is accused of 
colluding with her confidante 
to extort money from busines-
ses while allowing Choi to pull 
government strings from the 
shadows.

“It was a total surprise for 
us to discover Choi Soon-sil’s 
link to the school,” said Kim 
Ji-Eun, a 1994 graduate of 
Ewha who joined thousands 
of students and alumni to rally 
against the university’s presi-
dent.

Although the student pro-
testers may not have inten-
ded to force out Park, experts 
said their movement would be 
remembered as the opening 
chapter in the political saga 

In this Aug. 10 photo, students and graduates of Ewha Womans University stage a rally demanding that university chief Choi 
Kyung-hee resign at the school campus in Seoul

S. Korea women’s school movement 
seen as root of Park ouster 

that ended her presidency. It 
also highlighted a new protest 
culture by those who were rai-
sed after the 1987 end of au-
thoritarian rule, growing up 
with YouTube and K-pop.

“Ewha protests were the key 
to the impeachment,” said 
Lee Taek-Gwang, a professor 
of cultural studies at South 
Korea’s Kyunghee University. 
Without them “things would 
not have moved so quickly,” 
he added.

Students who participated in 
the protests declined to be in-
terviewed for this story, some 
fearing reprisals and others 
still undergoing treatment for 
injuries sustained when they 
were forcefully dragged away 
by police during the demons-
trations.

The police action happened 
last July, in the early days of 
the protests, when some 1,600 
officers entered a building oc-
cupied by a group of studen-
ts that reportedly numbered 
around 200.

The students, covering their 
faces with baseball caps and 
masks and standing arm in 
arm, burst into the popular 
K-pop song “Into the New 
World.” The choice of the 
song — the debut single by 

Girls’ Generation, a South Ko-
rean girl group — surprised 
many former student activists, 
who had memories of rallying 
against the country’s autho-
ritarian leaders with protest 
songs as police fired tear gas 
at them.

The scenes last summer of 
the young students singing 
the song, about a woman ven-
turing into an unknown world, 
ahead of the police crackdown 
were widely viewed and sha-
red on Facebook and YouTu-
be, along with what happened 
next: students getting force-

fully dragged out by the police 
amid screams of pain.

The police intervention con-
vinced many Ewha graduates 
to join the protest movement. 
It also triggered larger ques-
tions about what made Choi 
Kyung-hee, the Ewha presi-
dent, call for the police ac-
tion, and caused the students 
to dig deeper into her possi-
ble wrongdoings. In October, 
Choi stepped down. But sus-
picions that Chung, the eques-
trian athlete, had received 
special favors from the school 
grew.

“When I saw the police cra-
ckdown, I realized there was 
something very violent in the 
university’s policies and this 
wasn’t simply about injusti-
ce on campus,” said Kim, the 
Ewha alum.

Kim, who attended the uni-
versity while pro-democra-
cy student activism was still 
alive in the 1990s, said she 
understands why, even af-
ter the outpouring of messa-
ges thanking Ewha students 
following Park’s ouster, many 
of them remain anonymous.

“I felt that the students in 
their 20s today were afraid 
that expressing dissent can 
take a toll on their career and 

life,” Kim said.
For previous generations of 

student activists, their acti-
vism against South Korea’s 
former authoritarian govern-
ment was nothing to hide, and 
sometimes was even an asset 
in their search for a job. But 
younger South Koreans are 
more familiar with stories of 
activists who are stigmatized 
by their dissent even though 
freedom of speech is protected 
as a constitutional right.

Park’s former presidential 
aides were indicted for alle-
gedly blacklisting journalists, 
artists and politicians for their 
critical views of the govern-
ment and denying them go-
vernment funds.

Before Choi Soon-sil’s Ewha 
link emerged, the student 
protesters were not always 
welcomed by the public or 
the media. Some saw them as 
students at an elite university 
trying to protect their exclu-
sive community by urging the 
cancellation of the new degree 
program, which the protesters 
said had been introduced se-
cretly without consulting stu-
dents.

Lee, the Kyunghee University 
professor, said such an evalua-
tion is unfair and reflects the 
tendency to belittle organized 
activities by women.

“People have a prejudice 
against Ewha graduates be-
cause they are women, that 
women are not politically acti-
ve and are consumeristic,” he 
said. “The reason that their re-
sistance was seen as selfish is 
partly due to those prejudices 
against women.”

Even though Park, the coun-
try’s first female president, 
saw a disgraceful exit, South 
Korean women saw her fall 
as a victory for women in the 
country because the move-
ment that forced her out was 
started by the Ewha students.

Kim said she would never 
forget the special bond among 
the women during the sit-in, 
with students from across ge-
nerations calling each other 
“friend” — something that she 
and others did not experien-
ce during earlier protest mo-
vements, in which hierarchy 
and leadership structure were 
rigid.

“There were a lot of discus-
sions,” Kim said. “It was mea-
ningful to see how students 
around age 19 and 20 gra-
dually realized the systematic 
problems behind what they 
thought was wrong with the 
school. But seeing even some 
liberal intellectuals deriding 
us, I felt that there was cer-
tainly a gender issue here.” AP
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Dake Kang, Bangkok 

RIGhTs groups are 
urging Thailand’s go-

vernment to enact legisla-
tion banning torture and 
forced disappearances as 
its human rights record 
comes under United Na-
tions review.

The review in Geneva by 
the U.N. Human Rights 
Committee comes shortly 
after Thailand’s legislatu-
re unanimously ratified 
a U.N. treaty against for-
ced disappearances. But 
groups such as Human Ri-
ghts Watch say Thailand 
needs domestic laws ex-

ThAIlAND 

Groups urge action against torture, disappearances 
plicitly prohibiting torture 
and forced disappearan-
ces to effectively comply 
with the treaty.

Last month, Thailand’s 
legislature failed to pass 
a bill against torture and 
enforced disappearances, 
saying it needed more stu-
dy. The U.N. expressed 
concern over the matter, 
which is to be discussed 
at the review of Thailand’s 
compliance with a civil 
and political rights treaty 
ratified in 1996.

“I don’t think they’re 
trying enough. Ratifica-
tion of international law 
is not enough,” said Por-

npen Khongkachonkiet, 
director of the Cross Cul-
tural Foundation, a Thai 
anti-torture organization. 
“They need to do things 
domestically.”

Other issues up for U.N. 
review include the trans-
parency of Thailand’s legal 
system and its free speech 
record. The U.N. will issue 
recommendations to Thai-
land at the end of March.

“We have repeatedly 
expressed concern that 
due to lack of legislative 
framework, any crime of 
enforced disappearan-
ces might continue with 
no accountability or le-

gal redress,” said Laurent 
Meillan, acting regional 
representative of the Of-
fice of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for 
Human Rights in Sou-
theast Asia. “We are ho-
peful that after the review, 
efforts will be made to 
reintroduce the bill in its 
current form.”

The proposed legislation 
would have set mandatory 
sentences for those found 
guilty of torture or abduc-
tion. It would force offi-
cials to let family members 
know where a suspect is 
being held, and create an 
independent committee 

to locate and aid abducted 
persons.

The bill also included 
measures against tortu-
re. Rights groups accuse 
Thailand’s military gover-
nment of throwing poli-
tical prisoners in military 
prisons and torturing 
them. Thailand has rati-
fied U.N. treaties against 
torture and the govern-
ment vigorously denies it 
tortures prisoners.

Since 1980, the U.N. 
has recorded 82 cases of 
enforced disappearances 
in Thailand. In one case, 
Somchai Neelapaijit, a 
Thai Muslim lawyer and 

human rights activist, was 
dragged from his car at 
night by five policemen in 
2004; his body was never 
found. Though govern-
ment officials were linked 
to his abduction, no one 
was ever prosecuted and 
last year police declared 
the case closed.

“The government needs 
to take swift and concrete 
action to enact a law that 
severely penalizes torture 
and enforced disappea-
rance,” said Brad Adams, 
Asia director at Human 
Rights Watch. “After years 
of waiting, more promises 
are simply not enough.” AP

Matthew Lee, Matthew Pennington 

SeCreTary of State 
Rex Tillerson plunges 
this week into the in-
creasingly volatile situa-

tion in North Asia with visits to 
Japan, South Korea and Chi-
na, the region’s central players 
for dealing with North Korea’s 
missile launches and nuclear 
tests. Complicating the mission 
are Chinese concerns about 
how the U.S. has responded so 
far.

Beijing strenuously objects to 
the initial deployment to South 
Korea of a U.S. missile defense 
system. One of Tillerson’s chief 
tasks will be to assuage Asia’s 
biggest country and arrange a 
much-anticipated visit by Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping to the 
United States.

Tillerson’s four-day trip will 
be closely watched for signs of 
how the Trump administration 
will approach the escalating 
tensions with North Korea, 
whose leader has disregarded 
international appeals to disarm 
and accelerated weapons deve-
lopment. The North conducted 
two nuclear tests and 24 ballis-
tic missile tests last year, dee-
pening concern in Washington 
that it could soon develop a nu-
clear-tipped missile capable of 
reaching the U.S. mainland.

Last week, North Korea lau-
nched four missiles into the 
ocean off Japan as the U.S. 
and South Korea began annual 
drills. The allies call the drills 
routine. Pyongyang regards 
them as an invasion rehearsal.

The Trump administration is 
searching for new ideas to stop 
North Korea in ways that years 
of international sanctions and 
diplomatic isolation have failed 
to do.

While administration officials 
say all options are on the table, 
including military ones, early 
signs indicate the U.S. wants 
to ensure current sanctions are 
properly applied, targeting the 

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson

 Tillerson 
arrives today 
in Japan and 
will meet Prime 
Minister Shinzo 
Abe tomorrow

Tillerson heads to Asia with 
North Korea tensions high 

government’s revenue sources 
and ability to import sensitive 
technology usable in nuclear 
weapons and missiles.

For now, there appears to be 
no desire to negotiate with Nor-
th Korea — a holdover stance 
from the Obama administration, 
which demanded the North first 
commit to the goal of denuclea-
rization. But U.S. officials have 
been vague about what their 
new approach might entail.

All eyes are now on Tiller-
son as he tries to navigate the 
complex and sometime acri-
monious relationships neces-
sary for formulating a regional 
strategy. It’s a task President 
Donald Trump complicated last 
year by challenging Japan and 
South Korea to contribute more 
to their own defense and ques-
tioning the fundamentals of 
four decades of U.S. diplomacy 
with China. But since taking of-
fice, Trump has sought to allay 
those concerns.

Tillerson will travel on a small 
plane without a contingent of 
journalists or a designated pool 
reporter who would send reports 
to the broader diplomatic press 
corps, departing from 50 years 
of practice and even from Tiller-
son’s earlier official overseas 
trips to Germany and Mexico.

The State Department says it 
will accommodate U.S.-based 

reporters traveling to Asia com-
mercially by providing them ac-
cess to Tillerson’s public events 
at each stop. But commercial 
flights don’t easily align with 
Tillerson’s schedule, making 
such coverage more difficult.

Reporters have traveled with 
the secretary of state to re-
port quickly on developments 
in foreign negotiations. They 
also question U.S. diplomats 
in front of their counterparts. 
Such practices allow immediate 
and comprehensive coverage of 
the diplomacy at hand. Jour-
nalists also are present if so-
mething untoward happens to 
the secretary of state. In 2015, 
John Kerry fell off his bicycle 
outside Geneva, breaking his 
leg at a delicate moment in Iran 
nuclear negotiations.

Some U.S. lawmakers are con-
cerned Tillerson risks letting 
foreign governments shape co-

verage and sending a message 
that Washington isn’t commi-
tted to supporting a free press. 
Sen. Edward Markey, a Mas-
sachusetts Democrat, urged 
Tillerson last week to reconsi-
der. It wasn’t clear if the deci-
sion might be amended.

Tillerson arrives today in Ja-
pan and will meet Prime Minis-
ter Shinzo Abe the next day. Abe 
has courted Trump, visiting the 
president’s Mar-a-Lago resort 
in Florida last month. North 
Korea marked the occasion by 
test-launching a new type of so-
lid-fuel missile.

Tillerson then visits South 
Korea, caught up in political 
upheaval after last week’s ous-
ter of its president, Park Geun- 
hye, over a corruption scandal. 
Park had been in lockstep with 
Washington’s efforts to isola-
te Pyongyang. The favorite to 
succeed her is Moon Jae-in, a 
moderate who wants to engage 
North Korea’s government.

Tillerson’s final leg involves 
meetings with several senior 
Chinese officials in Beijing. Re-
lations are delicate after the U.S. 
and South Korea began the de-
ployment last week of a missile 
defense system they say targets 
North Korea. Beijing claims the 
radar can range inside Chinese 
territory and weaken its nuclear 
deterrent.

The dispute threatens Washin-
gton’s effort to get Beijing to 
exert more economic pressure 
on its traditional ally, North 
Korea. China recently suspen-
ded North Korean coal imports, 
a major source of revenue for 
Pyongyang. China now wants 
the U.S. to restart nuclear talks 
with the North. AP
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Mike Corder, Rotterdam 
  

DUTCh Prime Minis-
ter Mark Rutte and his 

main rival at national elec-
tions, the far-fight popu-
list Geert Wilders clashed 
Monday in their only na-
tionally televised face-to-
face debate ahead of Wed-
nesday’s vote, with Wilders 
calling Rutte untrustwor-
thy and Rutte responding 
by saying a Wilders gover-
nment would plunge the 
Netherlands into chaos.

The Dutch election is 
being seen as a key indica-
tor of the future of popu-
lism in Europe after Bri-
tain’s vote to leave the Eu-
ropean Union and Donald 
Trump’s victory in the U.S. 
presidential election. Later 
this year, two far bigger 
European nations, France 
and Germany, also go to 
the polls.

Wilders’ Party for Free-

NEThERlANDS 

Election rivals clash in TV debate 
dom, or PVV, has been sli-
ding in polls recently but is 
still close to Rutte’s VVD.

“On Wednesday the Ne-
therlands has the chance 
to prevent us waking up on 
March 16 and you are the 
biggest party,” Rutte told 
Wilders. “That chance is 
still very real. That would 
mean the biggest party is 
one that walks away when 
it gets difficult, which puts 
party interest above the 
national interest.”

The prime minister was 
referring to Wilders’ aban-
doning support for Rutte’s 
first minority coalition in 
2012 by refusing to back a 
tough austerity package.

Wilders, in turn, accused 
Rutte of breaking election 

pledges and vowed that 
taking the Netherlands out 
of the European Union - 
one of Wilders’ key pledges 
- would allow the Nether-
lands “to become the boss 
in our own country again.”

But in a debate that focu-
sed on the economy, heal-
th care and immigration, 
Rutte insisted Wilders did 
not offer real solutions to 
problems.

Wilders is unlikely to be 
able to form the next gover-
nment even if he wins the 
popular vote as all mains-
tream parties have ruled 
out working with him. The 
Netherlands’ proportional 
representation voting sys-
tem guarantees coalitions.

Referring to the ongoing 

Dutch diplomatic row with 
Turkey over Rutte’s deci-
sion to block two ministers 
from addressing rallies 
in Rotterdam, Wilders 
said Rutte should “at least 
throw the Turkish ambas-
sador and his staff out of 
the country.”

Rutte used the barb to 
attack Wilders who, like 
President Donald Trump, 
often communicates via 
tweets, portraying Wilders 
as unfit to lead.

“This is the difference 
between tweeting from 
the couch and running the 
country,” Rutte said. “If 
you run the country you 
have to take sensible deci-
sions.”

Earlier Monday, Rutte 

said he wants the Nether-
lands to turn the tide of 
populism in this week’s 
parliamentary election.

“Remember the Brexit. 
We all thought that would 
never happen. Remember 
the U.S. elections,” he told 
reporters in Rotterdam. 
“So let’s not make that mis-
take again. These elections 
are crucial. Let us stop the 
domino effect right this 
week, this Wednesday. The 
domino effect of the wrong 
sort of populism winning 
in this world.”

In the debate, Rutte mo-
cked one of Wilders’ elec-
tion pledges — to ban the 
Quran — asking if he inten-
ded to establish a “Quran 
police” to go door to door 

confiscating Islam’s holy 
book.

“What we have to do to 
protect our borders is not 
make agreements with 
people like Mr. Erdogan,” 
Wilders said, in a referen-
ce to the European Union’s 
migrant deal with Turkey. 
Instead the government 
must “shut the Dutch bor-
ders here.” AP

Jill Lawless, London 

BrITaIn lurched closer to 
leaving the European Union 

yesterday [Macau time] when 
Parliament stopped resisting and 
gave Prime Minister Theresa May 
the power to file for divorce from 
the bloc.

But in a blow to May’s govern-
ment, the prospect of Scotland’s 
exit from the United Kingdom su-
ddenly appeared nearer, too. Sco-
ttish First Minister Nicola Stur-
geon called for a referendum on 
independence within two years to 
stop Scotland being dragged out 
of the EU against its will.

In an announcement that took 
many London politicians by 
surprise, Sturgeon vowed that 
Scotland would not be “taken 
down a path that we do not want 
to go down without a choice.”

Sturgeon spoke in Edinburgh 
hours before the European Union 
(Notification of Withdrawal) Bill 
passed its final hurdle in Parlia-
ment’s upper chamber, the House 
of Lords.

The House of Commons appro-
ved the bill weeks ago, but the 
800-strong Lords fought to 
amend it, inserting a promise that 
EU citizens living in the U.K. will 
be allowed to remain after Britain 
pulls out of the bloc.

They also added a demand that 
Parliament get a “meaningful” 
vote on the final deal between 
Britain and the remaining 27 EU 
nations.

Both amendments were rejected 
Monday by the Commons, where 
May’s Conservatives have a ma-
jority. A handful of pro-EU Con-
servatives expressed their unha-

 First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon 
called for a 
referendum on 
independence 
within two years

UK Parliament gives government 
power to begin EU exit 

ppiness, then abstained from the 
vote.

The bill returned to the Lords, in 
a process known as parliamentary 
ping pong. Faced with the deci-
sion of the elected Commons, the 
Lords backed down and approved 
it without amendments.

Labour peer Dianne Hayter, 
who proposed the amendment 
on EU citizens, said the Lords had 
done their best, but “our view has 
been rejected in the elected Hou-
se of Commons, and it is clear the 
government is not for turning.”

Once the bill receives royal as-
sent — a formality that should 
be accomplished within hours — 
May will be free to invoke Article 
50 of the EU’s key treaty, trigge-
ring two years of exit negotia-
tions, by her self-imposed deadli-
ne of March 31.

May was forced to seek Parlia-
ment’s approval for the move after 
a Supreme Court ruling in January 
torpedoed her attempt to start the 
process of leaving the bloc without 
a parliamentary vote.

The House of Commons and 
House of Lords battled over the 
bill’s contents, with the status of 
EU nationals in Britain — and 
Britons in fellow EU member 

countries — drawing especially 
emotional debate.

Both British and EU officials 
have said such residents should 
be guaranteed the right to stay 
where they are, but the two sides 
have so far failed to provide a con-
crete guarantee, leaving millions 
of people in limbo.

Scottish National Party 
lawmaker Joanna Cherry told 
the House of Commons that one 
constituent, a Lithuanian, had 
told her “the uncertainty caused 
by this government and this Par-
liament is making her feel worse 
about her personal situation in 
Britain than she did in Lithuania 
under the Soviets.”

Brexit Secretary David Davis 
told lawmakers the government 
had a “moral responsibility” to 
the 3 million EU citizens living in 
Britain and the 1 million Britons 
in other member states, and in-
tends to guarantee their rights as 

soon as possible after exit talks 
start.

“That is why we must pass this 
straightforward bill without fur-
ther delay, so the prime minister 
can get to work on the negotia-
tions and we can secure a quick 
deal that secures the status of 
both European Union citizens in 
the U.K. and also U.K. nationals 
living in the EU,” he said.

Pro-EU lawmakers accused the 
government and Brexit-backing 
lawmakers of running roughshod 
over the concerns of the 48 per-
cent of Britons who voted to stay 
in the EU.

Conservative legislator Dominic 
Grieve called the government’s 
opposition of handing Parliament 
a final vote on Brexit “deranged,” 
and the Green Party’s Caroline 
Lucas said lawmakers should not 
just hand ministers a blank check.

“We were not elected to be lem-
mings,” Lucas said.

Euroskeptics accused pro-EU 
legislators of trying to frustrate 
the will of voters who passed a 
June referendum to leave the EU.

“The simple truth is this — deal 
or no deal, vote or no vote, po-
sitive vote or negative vote, this 
process is irreversible,” Conserva-
tive legislator Edward Leigh said. 
“We’re leaving the EU, and that’s 
what the people want.”

May is now free to trigger Article 
50 as early as this week, but the 
government signaled the move 
would come much closer to the 
March 31 deadline.

May spokesman James Slack re-
peated the government’s position 
that it would happen by the end of 
March.

“I’ve said ‘end’ many times, but 
it would seem I didn’t put it in ca-
pital letters strongly enough,” he 
said.

The government’s satisfaction 
at victory in Parliament was tem-
pered by the prospect of an inde-
pendence vote that threatens the 
300-year-old political union be-
tween England and Scotland.

Sturgeon said she would seek to 
hold a referendum between the fall 
of 2018 and the spring of 2019 so 
Scottish voters could make an “in-
formed choice” about their future.

While Britons overall voted to 
leave the EU, Scottish voters ba-
cked remaining by 62 to 38 per-
cent, and Sturgeon said they shou-
ld not be forced to follow the rest 
of the U.K. into a “hard Brexit” 
outside the EU single market.

In a 2014 referendum, Scottish 
voters rejected independence by 
a margin of 55 percent to 45 per-
cent. But Sturgeon said the U.K.’s 
decision to leave the EU had 
brought about a “material change 
of circumstances.”

May — whose government 
would have to approve a legally 
binding referendum — accused 
Sturgeon’s Scottish National Par-
ty of political “tunnel vision” and 
called her announcement “deeply 
regrettable.” AP
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Mark Rutte (right) and Geert 
Wilders leave after a national 
televised debate
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Britain’s Brexit Secretary David Davis
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Susannah George, Mosul 

IraqI troops have surrou-
nded western Mosul and 
military leaders vow it’s 
only a matter of time until 

they crush the last major stand 
of the Islamic State group in 
Iraq. But the militants are po-
sitioning themselves to defend 
the remains of their so-called 
“caliphate” in Syria and wage 
an insurgent campaign in Iraq.

The extremists are carrying 
out what looks like an organi-
zed, fighting withdrawal: a core 
of fighters is holding out in the 
city using hundreds of thou-
sands of civilians as shields, 
tying down and bleeding the 
Iraqi military in urban combat.

Meanwhile, the Pentagon and 
Iraqi officials say the senior IS 
leadership has escaped to re-
group in Syria and the deserts 
along the border to prepare for 
the future.

“They know they will lose Mo-
sul, but they want this to be a 
hard fight,” said Maj. Saif Ali, a 
commander in the Iraqi special 
forces on the front lines.

The civilian population is 
perhaps the main reason IS fi-
ghters have been able to hold 
out so long and turn Mosul into 
such a grueling battle. It took 
months for Iraqi forces to dri-
ve them out of eastern Mosul 
while trying to avoid high ca-
sualties among residents amid 
house-to-house battles. Now 
some 2,000 militants, by a 
coalition estimate, are holed up 
in western Mosul with 700,000 
civilians. IS fighters are holding 
most of those civilians hostage 
as shields, while forcing some 
to flee as cover for their troops.

Mosul’s fall will be the biggest 
blow yet to IS, largely breaking 
its hold over territory in Iraq 
and ending its rule over half the 
“caliphate,” which at its height 
stretched from northern Syria 
through western Iraq. The lar-
gest city in IS territory, Mosul 
provided the group significant 
financing from taxing the popu-
lation, factories to make wea-
pons and space to gather freely.

But the Islamic State group’s 
durable organization ensures it 
can fall back to the next fight.

The baTTleFIelD
Last weekend, Iraqi forces 

completely encircled western 
Mosul by capturing the last 
road into the enclave of about 
40 square kilometers, com-
prising some of the city’s most 
densely built districts.

“Any of the fighters who are 
left in Mosul, they’re going to 
die there because they are tra-
pped,” Brett McGurk, the spe-
cial presidential envoy for U.S.-
led coalition against IS, said 
Sunday.

In the month since the assault 
on the west began, troops have 
retaken the city’s airport, a 
sprawling military complex, the 
main government compound 
and a ribbon of neighborhoods 
on the southwest side of Mo-
sul. The offensive is being wa-

Iraqi federal policemen open the road towards the government complex in Mosul An Iraqi soldier inspects a train tunnel, adorned with an Islamic State group flag

In Mosul, a heavy but not 
crushing blow to IS group 

ged from three directions with 
two divisions of special forces 
and a force of federal police ad-
vancing along the Tigris River, 
which divides the city into its 
western and eastern half.

Use of artillery and airpower 
has been dramatically stepped 
up, mostly by the Iraqi air for-
ce. “They are causing the real 
destruction,” said federal police 
Cpl. Abbas Takleef, whose unit 
retook the government com-
plex last week.

Iraqi officers have frequently 
expressed impatience with ex-
tensive vetting of airstrikes 
required by the U.S.-led coali-
tion to avoid civilian casualties. 
Recently, the coalition enabled 
more of its officers on the scene 
to approve strikes, speeding up 
procedures.

But more intense bombard-
ment could translate into dea-
ths among residents. Airwars, 
an independent group that 
tracks casualties from the cam-
paign, said several hundred ci-
vilians have been killed in Mar-
ch alone.

The CIvIlIans
Residents trapped in western 

Mosul face dwindling supplies 
of food and fuel. Limited provi-
sions enter through smuggling 
routes still in use despite the 
siege, according to a senior hu-
manitarian official who spoke 
on condition of anonymity in 
line with regulations.

But prices have skyrocketed: 
the price of a kilogram of sugar 
has leaped from USD1 to more 
than $20.

Bassam and his wife Asma, 
residents of a western nei-
ghborhood just recaptured by 
Iraqi forces, said they survived 
because they began stockpiling 
provisions back in October, 
before the Mosul assault be-
gan. Shops completely ran out 
of food more than two months 

ago, they said.
The couple asked to only be 

identified by their first names, 
fearing for the safety of relati-
ves still under IS rule.

Around 50,000 civilians have 
fled in the past four weeks, ac-
cording to the United Nations. 
Escape is incredibly dangerous: 
IS has threatened to kill anyone 
caught trying to get out, and re-
sidents have to cross dangerous 
front lines to reach safety.

But at times, the militants 
allow large groups to leave, gi-
ving cover for their own figh-
ters to move as well.

Ali, the special forces major, 
said that one night more than 
5,000 civilians crossed out 
through front lines near his 
position. Soon after, militants 
who had slipped into govern-
ment-held territory struck his 
forces from the rear, hitting a 
house and nearby school being 
used by the Iraqi troops. A sni-
per with a night scope killed a 
young soldier on the roof of the 
house, and a rocket-propelled 
grenade wounded a soldier at 
the school.

The attacks rattled the sol-
diers as they tried to regroup 
for the next push, said Lt. Col. 
Nour Sabah, who was stationed 
at the school.

“They are trying to exhaust 
us,” he said.

WhaT’s nexT For The 
Is

The well-organized IS coun-
ter-attacks point to how the 
militants are maintaining 
command and control even as 
their grip on Mosul falls apart.

The Islamic State group’s top 
leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 
and his senior lieutenants esca-
ped Mosul even before the as-
sault on the city began in mid- 
October, Iraqi and coalition of-
ficials believe. They likely went 
to Raqqa in Syria, though some 

may have set up in desert hi-
deouts along the border.

“They’re not willing to share 
the risk that they demand of 
their fighters to fight to the dea-
th,” U.S. Army Lt. Gen. Stephen 
Townsend, who heads the U.S.-
led coalition against IS, said at 
a Pentagon press briefing.

Also escaping are many mid-
dle-rank IS fighters, the rough 
equivalent of a military’s cap-
tains and majors crucial to kee-
ping structure. A lieutenant-co-
lonel with Iraqi intelligence es-
timated hundreds of IS fighters 
have fled west Mosul among 
the civilians. He spoke on con-
dition of anonymity in line with 
regulations.

Those fighters could form the 
backbone of an IS rebirth as an 
insurgent force.

From the relative safety within 
the territory the Islamic State 
group still holds in Syria and 
the pockets remaining in Iraq, 
along with any sleeper cells the 
militant group has inside Iraqi 
government-controlled terri-
tory, IS can carry out insurgent 
operations in Iraq including 
suicide bombings, much as it 
did before 2014 in its incarna-
tion as al-Qaida in Iraq.

From Syria, the group can also 
plot attacks in the West.

“The Caliphate will not va-
nish,” IS pledged in an internal 
publication found north of Mo-
sul by Aymenn Jawad al-Tami-
mi, a researcher with the Midd-
le East Forum who studies the 
group.

He said the document appea-
red to anticipate that urban 
areas like Mosul and Raqqa will 
be lost.

“It adopts the idea that the 
Caliphate does not end with 
loss of territory, and the West 
in particular should reali-
ze the next generation of the 
Caliphate’s soldiers are being 
nurtured within their bor-

ders,” al-Tamimi said.

WhaT’s nexT In The 
FIGhT

The next likely target is Raqqa, 
in northern Syria. U.S.-backed 
Kurdish-led forces are trying to 
cut off supply lines into the city, 
and U.S. officials have said an 
assault could begin with weeks. 
There too, however, the mili-
tants are dug in for long and 
potentially grueling fight.

From there, the last stron-
ghold of the militants could be 
the Deir el-Zour region in eas-
tern Syria, near the border with 
Iraq.

Iraqi forces will likely need 
weeks of rest and resupply after 
Mosul. But then the fight will 
also continue in Iraq to mop 
up the last pockets held by mi-
litants along the border. Also 
crucial to recapture are Iraqi 
border crossings still in the mi-
litants’ hands, a step that would 
crimp — though not completely 
stop — IS’s ability to move su-
pplies and fighters into Iraq.

Senior military and intelligen-
ce officers warn that addressing 
Iraq’s political divisions will be 
just as important.

In the past, the militants have 
been able to rebound from de-
feat by exploiting anger among 
Iraq’s Sunni Arab minority, 
which feels marginalized by 
Shiites. And Iraq will have to 
deal with the monumental task 
of rebuilding cities destroyed in 
the fight against IS. Slowness in 
doing that could fuel Sunni re-
sentment.

The U.S. ambassador to Iraq, 
Doug Silliman, said the next 
task will fall to the Iraqi gover-
nment to return services to ter-
ritory retaken from IS to deliver 
a lasting defeat to the group, at 
the Sulaimani Forum earlier 
this month.

“The military victories will not 
be enough,” he said. AP
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what’s ON ...

Macao arts WindoW 2017: Untitled 
travel – Works of lin Ge
tiMe: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm, 
closed on Mondays)
Until: May 14, 2017 
venUe: Macao Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE 
adMission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 8791 9814

PackinG the natUre - Works by nG Man 
Wai
tiMe: 11am-7pm (Closed on Mondays and 
mandatory holidays)
Until: March 26, 2017 
venUe: 1st Floor, Macao Art Garden, No. 265, Av. 
Dr. Rodrigo Rodrigues 
adMission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 2836 6064

MacaU literary festival - the scriPt 
road concert by sérGio Godinho, With 
Pianist filiPe raPoso
tiMe: 8:30pm 
venUe: The Venetian Theathre 
adMission: MOP100 
enqUiries: (853) 6207 2294

artistic craftsManshiP of oUr ancestors 
- exhibition of archaeoloGical relics of 
taiPa and coloane
tiMe: 10am-6am daily (Last admission at 5:30pm, 
closed on Mondays) 
address: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa 
adMission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 8988 4000

PhotoGraPhs of old teMPles in MacaU
tiMe: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm, 
closed on Mondays)
Until: July 16, 2017 
venUe: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE 
MUseUM adMission: MOP5 (Free on Sundays 
and public holidays) 
enqUiries: (853) 8791 9814

TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:50
15:20
17:00
17:40
18:20
19:10
19:40
20:30
21:00
21:30
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:40
01:15

TDM News (Repeated)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPi Live    
Champions League: F.C Porto - Juventus (Repeated) 
Criminal Minds S.8 
Once Upon a Time S2 (Repeated)   
Labirint (Repeated)    
TDM Interview (Repeated)
Soap Opera
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
Non Daily Portuguese News
Miscellaneous
Soap Opera    
TDM News    
Champions League Highlights    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live    

cinema
cineteatro
02 mar - 08 mar

kong: skull islanD
room 1
(2D): 2:30, 4:45, 9:30pm
(3D): 7:15pm
Director: Jordan vogt-roberts
starring: tom hiddleston, samuel l. Jackson, brie 
larson  
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 118min

the founDer
room 2
2:30, 4:45, 9:30pm
Director:   John lee hancock 
Starring:  Michael Keaton, Nick Offerman, John Carroll
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 115min

la la lanD
room 2
7:15pm
Director:  Damien chazelle
starring: ryan gosling, emma stone
language: english
Duration: 128min

the girl with all the gifts
room 1
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director: colm Mccarthy
starring: gemma arterton, glenn close, sennia nanua
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 111min

macau tower
02 mar - 15 mar

logan
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30pm
Director:  James Mangold 
starring: hugh Jackman, Patrick stewart, Dafne keen 
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 137min

this day in history

Goodyear has let the helium out of the last of its fabled fleet of 
blimps, but the company’s flight program will continue.

About two dozen employees were on hand yesterday to wit-
ness the deflation of California-based Spirit of Innovation.

But shed no tears, blimp fans, you’ll still see a familiar blue-and-
gold form floating over your favorite sports event or awards show.

Although the blimp’s replacement, Wingfoot Two, will look 
about the same when it arrives at Goodyear’s airship base in 
Carson later this year, it will be a semi-rigid dirigible.

Such aircraft, one of which has already replaced Goodyear’s 
Florida blimp, have a frame, which means they maintain their 
shape when the helium is drained. Blimps, on the other hand, 
go flat. Wingfoot Two, currently operating in Ohio, will be repla-
ced by yet another dirigible when it leaves there for Southern 
California.

Far more important to Goodyear is that the new airships are 
faster, quieter, larger, easier to fly and more maneuverable than 
the blimps it introduced more than 90 years ago. Still, the com-
pany plans to keep calling the new models blimps.

“Because a Goodyear Semi-rigid Dirigible doesn’t roll off the 
tongue,” laughed company airship historian Eddie Ogden.

Crew members yesterday yanked a rip line to open a section at 
the top of the blimp’s big gas bag, known as an envelope. It took 
about two minutes for it to crumple to the ground. aP

 Offbeat
goodyear retires blimps but 
keeps familiar form in flight  

The passengers and crew of a Pakistan Airways 
plane held hostage for nearly two weeks have been 
released in Syria.

They were freed after the Pakistani Government 
agreed to the hijackers’ demand to release 54 peo-
ple from prison.

The 147 people on the plane were set free after the 
former prisoners arrived in Damascus.

The Pakistani’s Airways Boeing 720 was taken over 
at gunpoint by three men during an internal flight 
from Karachi to Peshawar on 2 March.

They forced the pilots to fly to Afghanistan where 
they murdered one of the passengers, a Pakistani 
diplomat.

Led by a man identified as Islamullah Khan, the 
three hijackers are said to be part of the Al Zulfikar 
group which wants to oust General Zia ul-Haq.

General Zia came to power four years ago in a coup 
which toppled Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, the leader of the 
Pakistani People’s Party (PPP).

Mr Bhutto was hanged in 1979 after being found 
guilty of the murder of a political opponent following 
a trial which was widely condemned as unfair.

Pakistan’s rulers have accused the deposed lea-
der’s son, Murtazo Bhutto, of being in league with 
the hijackers.

General Zia said Mr Bhutto, who lives in London, 
had flown to Kabul Airport to meet the men after they 
took control of the jet.

Three Americans, one Canadian and a Swede were 
among the released passengers. They are said to be 
unharmed but suffering from mental and physical 
exhaustion.

The hijackers had said the Americans were CIA 
agents and threatened to kill them and blow up the 
plane.

 
Courtesy bbC news

1981 pakistani jet hostages
  released

in context
In the wake of the hijack members of the Pakistani People’s Party (PPP) 
were rounded up and arrested.
Pakistanis were horrified by the murder of the diplomat, Tariq Rahim, and 
the PPP’s alleged backing of the hijackers lost it a lot of popular support.
In 1986 Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto’s daughter, Benazir, returned from exile to 
lead the PPP in a campaign for fresh elections. In 1988 General Zia died in 
mysterious circumstances in an air crash.
Later the same year Benazir Bhutto led the PPP to victory in the general 
election. However, she was dismissed in 1990 after being accused of cor-
ruption and incompetence.
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THE BoRn LoSER by Chip SansomYoUR STARS
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omacross: 1- Dutch cheese, wrapped in red wax; 5- Up to it; 9- Personnel; 14- 

Lotto-like game; 15- Speaker’s spot; 16- ___ Is Born; 17- CPR experts; 18- Camaro 
model; 19- Lerner’s partner; 20- Scatter; 23- Vane dir.; 24- Allow; 25- What’s left; 
27- Gettysburg general; 31- Energy units; 33- Serpents; 37- Receipts; 39- Earthlink 
competitor; 40- This is fun!; 41- In spite of; 44- Yale students; 45- Strike; 46- Tranquil; 
47- All there; 48- Colorful computer; 50- Aluminum-bronze coin of Iceland; 51- Costa 
___; 53- Help; 55- Short trader?; 58- Pretentious display; 64- Now you ___...; 66- 
Ancient Andean; 67- Top-drawer; 68- ___ can of worms; 69- Like Nash’s lama; 
70- Supermodel Sastre; 71- Armed strongholds; 72- Fiddling emperor; 73- Sun. 
speeches;
 
Down: 1- Barely managed, with “out”; 2- Actress Moore; 3- Formicary residents; 
4- Rock clinging plant; 5- Stop on ___; 6- Mineral used as a weighting agent; 7- 
Large cat; 8- Edible snail; 9- Shops want to 
achieve high ones!; 10- General on Chinese 
menus; 11- Suit to ___; 12- Young deer; 
13- Gratis; 21- Varnish resin; 22- Magnetic 
induction units; 26- Showy and cheap; 27- 
Floating bombs; 28- Name on a bomber; 
29- Join the cast of; 30- Waterwitch; 32- 
Dreadlocks wearer; 34- Less outgoing; 
35- Old finnish money; 36- Rocker Bob; 
38- Morals; 42- Pallium; 43- ___ lift?; 49- 
Invasive tumor; 52- Smidgens; 54- Author 
Calvino; 55- Beginning on; 56- Seized 
vehicle; 57- Ale, e.g.; 59- Feminine suffix; 
60- Mai ___; 61- Actress Skye; 62- Lulu; 63- 
Scottish loch, home to a monster!; 65- CD 
earnings; 

Yesterday’s solution

CRoSSwoRDS USEFUL TELEPHonE nUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
commission against 
corruption (ccac) 28326 300
iacM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

Min Max conDition

china

worlD

-1
3
6
6
-3

sleet/drizzle
cloudy/drizzle
cloudy/drizzle

cloudy/overcast
moderate snow/overcast

1
-8
4
-8
4
-3
8
9
5
1
5
5
3
14
13
15

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Finishing up all your errands isn’t 
that important today - starting 
new projects is. So put off picking 
up your dry cleaning, getting more 
kitty litter or stopping to get your oil 
changes. These things can wait.

April 20-May 20
It looks like someone who has been 
letting themselves be treated a bit too 
much like a doormat is going to start 
standing up for themselves today! 
You need to make sure you’re there 
on the sidelines, cheering them on!

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Family problems are fading now, 
as the people you’re related to are 
realizing you are your own person. 
This elevated level of respect is 
starting to gain momentum, and it’s 
seeping into other areas of your life.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Details, details, details! Facts and 
figures are swarming all over you 
today, and they could create quite a 
buzz in your brain. Save yourself some 
stress by getting some advice from the 
voice of experience. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Saving money always sounds like a 
good idea, but it is seldom any fun. 
If you are feeling a pinch in your 
wallet, today you will be able to 
find the creativity and energy you 
need.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You have worked hard to get where 
you are, and you should feel proud. 
Just don’t be surprised if guilt creeps 
into your mind. Not everyone is 
as lucky as you are, and this fact is 
becoming clearer to you every day.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Every time you get rid of an old idea, 
assumption or unwanted item, you 
make room for a new influx of energy 
and growth. Today, you could use a 
big dose of freshness, so see what you 
can do to empty a few closets.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Your charm is going to be so effective 
today that doors won’t just open a 
little bit so you can elbow your way 
in. No - doors will fly open, revealing 
a great big sign that welcomes you to 
come on in! 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Today, any secrets you learn are 
to be kept, not shared! You will be 
the recipient of a lot of privileged 
information from a few very influential 
people. This sudden trust people are 
putting in you could be a sort of test.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Controversy will be a helpful shield 
for you today. It will create a nice 
loud, distracting noise that will keep 
everyone busy - and out of your hair! 
Today is the perfect day to put your new 
ideas to work.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Some of the people around you 
are moving into exciting changes, 
and their happiness is contagious. 
Volunteer to help them with any 
finishing touches and get in on the 
good karma they’re enjoying.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Be careful about how you approach 
any business deals today, and try 
not to let your emotions get the 
better of you. Someone could try 
to push your buttons - don’t let 
them. 

  Aquarius Pisces
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 The FA 
believes its 
women’s 
team is better 
placed to win 
the World Cup 
before the men 
repeat the 1966 
success

Rob Harris, London

EnGlanD’s football 
leaders want to restrict 
the number of foreign 
players in their top wo-

men’s league and introduce sa-
lary caps to tackle the growing 
financial gulf between clubs.

The English Football Associa-
tion’s concerns reflect those it has 
been confronting in the men’s 
game, with the same target: 
Turning the national teams into 
world champions while retaining 
strong domestic competitions 
and boosting grassroots partici-
pation.

Manchester City’s signing of 
FIFA world player of the year 
Carli Lloyd is embraced by a go-
verning body keen to raise the 
standards in its league, as is the 
club’s decision to divert funding 
from the men’s team to the loss- 
making women’s setup.

But only City, Arsenal, Chelsea 
and Liverpool have the financial 
strength to give their women’s 
teams full-time contracts and pay 
significant transfer fees. Those 
clubs have surpassed the smaller 
teams who were once the foun-
dation of the women’s league but 
who lack the resources to compe-
te with the new elite.

“There are always going to be 
those tensions to manage,” Sue 
Campbell, the FA’s head of wo-
men’s soccer, said at Wembley 
Stadium on Monday. “So a team 
like Manchester City’s ambition 
is to win the women’s Champions 

League. To do that they want, not 
just a good 11 players on the pitch, 
they want some great substitutes. 
Because of the fact we haven’t 
got enough talent through at this 
point they are looking overseas to 
bring people in.”

Rather than imposing quotas 
and financial curbs, FA technical 
director Dan Ashworth is in talks 
with clubs to build a consensus to 
ensure there’s a competitive ba-
lance in the competitions.

“We have met with those clubs 
and talked about putting a quota 

for English players,” Campbell 
said. “We are still in that discus-
sion. We are talking about mo-
ving to a hard salary cap [...] whe-
re you can have your marquee 
players but you have a salary cap 
that holds the game in balance.”

Lloyd has only joined Man-
chester City from the Houston 
Dash for a curtailed April to June 
Women’s Super League spring 
series. The American is set to re-
turn home before the WSL shif-
ts to mirror the men’s season by 
playing from September to May. 

Two London clubs have turned 
to the United States for 2017 sig-
nings, with Crystal Dunn joining 
Chelsea from the Washington 
Spirit and Heather O’Reilly arri-
ving at Arsenal from Kansas City.

Those players can have a big 
role in helping to develop the 
next generation of English talent, 
according to Arsenal defender 
Alex Scott, who finished third at 
the Women’s World Cup with 
England in 2015.

Quotas are “something that 
needs to be looked at, you don’t 

want it to get silly,” said Scott, 
who said there were benefits to 
her stint in the U.S. with the Bos-
ton Breakers. “I know how much 
I benefited from going over to 
America to play [with the Boston 
Breakers ...] it improved me as an 
England player.”

And the FA believes its women’s 
team is better placed to win the 
World Cup before the men repeat 
the 1966 success.

“The women have a stronger 
sense of team identity as to who 
they are through adversity,” FA 
chief executive Martin Glenn 
said. “You get strength through 
adversity. And we have worked 
hard with sports psychiatrists 
and the like to create that iden-
tity.”

England’s men exited the 2016 
European Championship with an 
embarrassing Round of 16 loss to 
Iceland and last reached a tour-
nament semifinal two decades 
earlier.

“The bulldog spirit — go out 
and kill or whatever — doesn’t 
work for such a diverse group 
of players or this generation of 
players,” Glenn said of the men’s 
team. “The England women’s 
team is one of the best in terms of 
team spirit I have seen.” MDT/AP

Elias Meseret, 
Gerald Imray, Ethiopia 

Issa Hayatou’s reign 
could end this week af-

ter nearly 30 years as the 
head of the African soccer 
confederation and a top 
FIFA executive.

Hayatou, FIFA’s most 
senior vice president due 
to his long service, faces 
what is predicted to be a 
tough election challenge 
— an unfamiliar situation 
for him — at the Confe-
deration of African Foo-
tball’s general assembly 
in Ethiopia tomorrow. 
His opponent, the head of 
the Madagascan associa-
tion, could provide Afri-
can soccer with a new lea-
der and a new direction 
for the first time since the 

late 1980s.
Defeat for Hayatou in 

the vote of CAF’s 54 full 
member countries would 
not only remove him as 
president in Africa but 
also as a FIFA vice presi-
dent and a member of its 
ruling council. Ahmad, 
the challenger from Ma-
dagascar, would repla-
ce Hayatou on the FIFA 
Council.

With a younger candi-
date calling for a more 
transparent CAF, and 
questioning the secrecy 
with which the organiza-
tion has conducted finan-
cial deals, the 70-year-old 
Hayatou may be another 
veteran soccer leader 
pushed out by a desire for 
change emanating from 
the 2015 FIFA corruption 

scandal.
Ahmad, casting himself 

as the man to modernize 
CAF, is campaigning un-
der the Twitter hashtag 
#TogetherForChange. 
Hayatou, the son of a sul-
tan from northern Came-
roon, doesn’t tweet and 
rarely gives interviews.

Hayatou, seeking an ei-
ghth term, enters the elec-
tion weighed down by the 
threat of a criminal pro-
secution. The Egyptian 
Competition Authority 
has recommended that he 
and his secretary general 
be referred to court over a 
marketing and television 
rights deal worth a repor-
ted USD1 billion.

“If I believed that I will 
lose this election, I woul-
dn’t have entered the race 

in the first place,” Haya-
tou said on his arrival in 
Addis Ababa at the start 
of election week.

Hayatou’s confiden-
ce shouldn’t be ignored, 
with his longevity impres-
sive: Sepp Blatter was 
still FIFA’s secretary ge-
neral when Hayatou took 
charge of African soccer. 
Current FIFA President 
Gianni Infantino was a 
teenager.

Hayatou was re-elec-
ted unopposed as CAF 
president in 2013, but 
he was only unopposed 
after he pushed through 
rule changes that allowed 
only members of his exe-
cutive committee to stand 
against him, preventing 
a challenge from former 
FIFA executive commi-

ttee member Jacques 
Anouma. Age limits for 
candidates were also re-
moved, allowing Hayatou 
to be eligible for re-elec-
tion this year. There was 
little opposition to him.

And although Ahmad’s 
campaign team has clai-
med support from 35 
countries — 28 votes 
guarantee victory — the 
public announcements of 

support for the challen-
ger haven’t matched that 
number.

“It is very difficult now 
to say how many coun-
tries are going to vote for 
me,” Ahmad told The As-
sociated Press yesterday. 
“Nobody can know that 
at this moment. You cam-
paign and if you believe in 
your work, only the vote 
will tell.” MDT/AP

England plans salary cap, player 
quotas for women’s football

Era of FIFA veteran Hayatou under 
threat at African election

In this Feb. 26, 2016 file photo, then-Acting FIFA President Issa 
Hayatou of Cameroon sits on the podium during the extraordinary 
FIFA congress in Zurich
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Marx’s GerMan birthplace 
accepts statue froM china 

The German city of Trier has decided to accept 
a statue of Karl Marx from China, marking the 
200th anniversary of the father of communism’s 
birth.

The city council voted 42-7 with four absten-
tions Monday night to accept the gift, according 
to news agency dpa. The statue’s precise location 
and size are to be decided following further nego-
tiations with China.

Initial plans by Chinese sculptor Wu Weishan 
called for the statue and its pedestal to be 6.3 me-
ters tall, leading to criticism from some in the city.

Statues and streets named after Marx were 
common in communist East Germany. Many sur-
vived the collapse of communism, unlike tributes 
to more contemporary socialists.

Trier, near the border with Luxembourg, was in 
West Germany. Marx was born there May 5, 1818.
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AsiA’s lAck of cyber 
defenses is A missed 
opportunity
It’s not often that we hear updates from Asia’s 

cybersecurity companies. That’s because the-
re aren’t very many of them.

NEC Corp. announced on Monday it will set 
up a security operations center in California 
under its Infosec Corp. affiliate. The initiative 
adds to teams in Japan and Europe, allowing 
NEC to run a “follow the sun” operation, similar 
to that deployed by others in the field.

Importantly, it makes the Japanese company 
just that little bit more global, and helps to add 
Asia to the conversation on IT security provi-
ders.

If asked to name an Asian cybersecurity com-
pany, chances are Trend Micro Inc. would be 
the first to come to mind, and most would draw 
a blank at a second.

Despite playing host to a hotbed of internet 
breaches, hacks and espionage, Asia Pacific 
has just 21 firms among the Cybersecurity 
500, a ranking of the world’s best companies in 
the industry. The list, compiled by researcher 
Cybersecurity Ventures, isn’t based on size or 
growth, but on a qualitative assessment of the 
hottest and most innovative.

Bessemer Venture Partners, a Silicon Valley 
investor with skin in the cyber game, takes a 
more quantitative approach and lists 29 com-
panies in its BVP Cyber Index of publicly tra-
ded companies whose principal business is in-
formation-technology security. Even then, only 
two Asian companies make the gauge: Trend 
and NQ Mobile Inc.

But NEC isn’t just dipping its toes in the wa-
ter. It bought Infosec in 2013 and started ram-
ping up its emphasis on IT security about a 
year later as part of a company reorganization, 
listing the subject as a key focus for the coming 
years. Among its successes, NEC supplies 
biometrics technology for India’s Aadhaar citi-
zen-identification program and a facial recog-
nition system for South Australia’s police force.

Dig deep enough and you’ll find more exam-
ples of IT security businesses buried inside 
other Asian companies. There’s also a ple-
thora of small, independent infosec teams 
- notably in Taiwan - that are chasing down 
breaches and selling consulting services to 
corporate and government clients that have 
been hacked.

Yet the lack of size, scale and specialized 
focus in Asia is surprising. It took a long time 
for Western companies to treat seriously the 
defensive need for cybersecurity, but once 
they did the business opportunities were also 
quickly recognized. In Israel (population: 8.3 
million), the nation’s ongoing security threats 
have been turned into a burgeoning industry 
that birthed 36 of the Cybersecurity 500 com-
panies.

Many Asian boards still have their heads bu-
ried in the sand when it comes to the attacks 
they face, not just from hacks but from fraud, 
intellectual property leakage, and physical and 
supply chain breaches. When they do start to 
face up to reality we can expect a rush of new, 
specialist companies to meet that need.

Views on asia
Tim Culpan, Bloomberg

ethioPia The death 
toll has risen to 72 after 
Saturday’s collapse of a 
mountain of garbage in a 
landfill outside Ethiopia’s 
capital. Many victims were 
women and children as 
makeshift homes inside 
the Koshe landfill were 
buried in debris. It is not 
clear how the collapse 
occurred.

burunDi Reports 
of mutilated corpses 
are again emerging as 
Burundi’s political crisis 
continues, a UN expert 
on the East African nation 
says. Such corpses were 
seen in 2015 and early 
2016 but reports have 
resumed in recent months. 
In many cases neither 
victims nor suspected 
perpetrators could be 
identified.

egyPt’s ousted president 
hosni Mubarak was 
ordered to be freed from 
detention on Monday, 
according to the 
prosecutor who signed 
his release order. The 
decision ends nearly six 
years of legal proceedings 
against Mubarak and 
seems certain to revive 
the ongoing debate over 
whether the goals of 
the 2011 uprising that 
ended his reign were ever 
realized.

gerMany Ground staff 
at Berlin’s two airports 
walked off the job for 
the second consecutive 
day yesterday in a wage 
dispute, again forcing the 
cancellation of most flights 
to and from the german 
capital. More on p8

sPain’s Foreign Minister 
Alfonso Dastis said 
Scotland will be “at the 
back of the queue” if 
it wants to become a 
member of the European 
Union if it decides to leave 
the United Kingdom.

irelanD has mounted 
a major search off the 
County Mayo coast after 
a sea rescue helicopter 
with four crew members 
crashed overnight in the 
Irish Sea. Coast guard 
director Eugene Clonan 
says one crew member 
has been found and is 
hospitalized in critical 
condition, while hopes are 
fading of finding the other 
three personnel following 
yesterday’s crash.

SpaIn, often cited as Eu-
rope’s bailout poster child, 

still has a lot to do to fix its eco-
nomy, according to the Or-
ganization for Economy Co- 
operation and Development. 

In a review of the nation’s 
progress since a crippling real- 
estate collapse in 2007, the 
group said that Prime Minis-
ter Mariano Rajoy’s reliance 
on short-term labor contrac-
ts coupled with an inefficient 
tax system and misallocation 
of benefits payments risks 
fostering public disaffection 
even as the economy grows 
thanks to structural reforms. 
The precarious nature of the 
labor market and persistently 
low productivity are two 
of the main dangers facing 
Spain, it said.

While unemployment has 
fallen from a peak of 26 per-
cent to about 19 percent, you-
th unemployment remains 
a problem, the OECD said. 
The two-tier nature of the la-
bor market - with older staff 
benefiting for secure jobs 
to the detriment of younger 
workers on temporary con-

SInGapore tops the 
ranks in Asia as the city 

with the best quality of li-
ving, well ahead of Tokyo 
and Hong Kong because of 
its efficient infrastructure.

The city-state gained one 
spot from last year and 
came in at No. 25 on a global 
ranking of 231 cities by con-
sulting firm Mercer. In Asia, 
Tokyo was at 47 and Hong 
Kong at 71, with both decli-
ning slightly in the index.

Singapore was top of the 
list on quality of city infras-
tructure, which includes su-
pply of electricity, drinking 
water and phone services. 
Mercer also assesses public 
transportation, traffic con-
gestion and the availability 
of international flights in this 
category.

“Cities that rank high in the 
city infrastructure list provi-
de a combination of top-no-
tch local and international 
airport facilities, varied and 
extended coverage through 
their local transportation 
networks, and innovative 

tracts - risks fueling further 
discontent, according to the 
report.

“The high share of long-
term unemployed risks loss 
of skills, disaffection and alie-
nation,” the OECD said. “Part 
of the answer is continued 
strong economic growth, but 
strengthening training and 
job placement and better mi-
nimum income support are 
crucial.”

Almost 40 percent of young 
Spaniards are unemployed 
with few skills and close to 
half of the jobless have been 
unemployed for more than 
a year, reducing their chan-
ces of reentering the labor 
market as their skills become 
obsolete, the OECD said.

solutions such as smart tech-
nology and alternative ener-
gy,” said Slagin Parakatil, a 
principal at Mercer who is 
responsible for its quality of 
living research.

Singapore also scored high 
because of “internal stability, 
wide availability of consu-
mer goods, availability and 
quality of housing and low 
incidence of natural disas-
ters,” Mercer said.

The global ranking - based 
on data compiled between 
September and November 
last year - was dominated 
by Western European ci-
ties, with Vienna and Zurich 
topping the list. The only non- 
European cities in the top 10 
were Auckland in third spot, 
Vancouver in fifth, and Syd-

The institution called for a 
better allocation of resources 
for state-funded programs 
for job-seekers, improved 
training programs and more 
financial support for families 
with children.

The OECD also noted there 
is scope for efficiency in the 
tax system, suggesting an in-
crease in environmental le-
vies and abolishing reduced 
value-added tax rates could 
help prop up revenue without 
penalizing workers. While 
the nation has undergone 
a structural improvement 
toward a more balanced eco-
nomy, public debt remains 
high, it added.

Spain’s public debt has al-
most tripled since 2007 after 
a decade-long housing bub-
ble came to an abrupt end, 
prompting the worst econo-
mic crisis in modern history. 
With the debt pile at around 
100 percent of output, Spain 
is still in breach of European 
rules demanding all member 
states keep their national debt 
below 60 percent of gross do-
mestic output. Bloomberg

ney in 10th.
In Asia, great disparities in 

the quality of living remain, 
Mercer said. Beijing was 
ranked at 119, with Shanghai 
at 102 and Guangzhou at 121. 
Bangkok dropped two spots 
to 131, and Manila climbed 
one spot to 135.

The next-best Asian 
ranking in infrastructure 
was for Hong Kong at sixth 
place, while Sydney was at 
eighth.

“By and large, cities across 
the Pacific enjoy good quality 
of living, though criteria such 
as airport connectivity and 
traffic congestion are among 
the factors that see them 
ranked lower in terms of city 
infrastructure,” Mercer said. 
Bloomberg 

Rajoy’s neglect of Spanish 
working poor risks backlash 

ap
 p

h
ot

o

Mariano Rajoy

Singapore tops Tokyo 
as Asia’s city with best 
quality of living
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