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Rui Afonso, 
modernizer 
of local public 
administration, 
dies in Lisbon

North Korea has 
conducted a ground 
test of a new type 
of high-thrust rocket 
engine that leader 
Kim Jong Un is 
calling a revolutionary 
breakthrough for 
the country’s space 
program, the North’s 
state media said 
yesterday. Kim called 
the test “a great 
event of historic 
significance” for the 
country’s indigenous 
rocket industry, the 
KCNA report said.

PhiliPPiNes President 
Rodrigo Duterte said 
yesterday that he would 
not be intimidated 
by an impeachment 
complaint and threats 
of an international 
lawsuit for his anti-drug 
crackdown and added 
that he’d rather have 
criminals dead even 
in the “thousands or 
billions” if they threaten 
law enforcers than see 
his men killed.
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Renato Marques

Author and co-author 
of several books on plan-

ts and landscape architectu-
re, António de Paula Saraiva, 
launched a book with a new 
perspective about the taller 
brothers and sisters of the li-
ving kingdom on Saturday.

“Trees and Large Shrubs in 
Macau” is a book about tree 
species (published in Portu-
guese, English and Chinese) 
aimed at a broad spectrum 
of the population. In the au-
thor’s opinion, the book is in-
tended to be a useful source 
of knowledge about the plants 
that surround us and their im-
portance.

The book features 236 diffe-
rent trees and scrubs species, 
illustrated by photographs 
and drawings by artist Cata-
rina França e Mafalda Paiva. 
Saraiva worked since 1985 in 
Leal Senado as head of Gar-
den Department and Green 
Zones Department, and also 
in the Forest Department of 
the Islands Municipality.

Macau Daily times 
(MDt) – this is an un-
common topic. Why did 
you decide to make a book 
on it?

António de Paula Sarai-
va (APS) – Well, the fact that 
it isn’t so common means, in 
my perspective, that we need 
to have more books on this 
topic. Unfortunately, nowa-
days, the study of botany and 
plants do not have the pro-
minence that they had in the 
1700’s, 1800’s and until the 
early 1900’s, when having a 
good knowledge about this 
field was a characteristic of 
highly educated people.

MDt – What are the spe-
cial characteristics of Ma-
cau in this field? 

APS – For people coming 
mainly from Europe, like 
myself, there are two charac-
teristics that I can consider 
special features of not just 
Macau but of this part of the 
world. The first has to do with 
the aerial roots of the trees 
which allow plants to live in 
conditions that at first wou-
ld seem to be impossible. 
In Macau, we have, for exam-
ple, large plants living on 
their own on rooftops. As an 
example I recall the tree that 
is living on the overhead ca-
nopy of the old Hotel Estoril, 
which is made exclusively of 
cement. The fact is that tree 
has made it to survive there 
and is already around 2 me-

ters tall. The other [special 
characteristic] is related to 
the plants that manage to live 
over the trees trunks, like the 
ones we have at [the patio of] 
Albergue [SCM]. There, we 
can find two huge Camphor 
trees with their trunks “dres-
sed” by other plants “like a 
sweater.” These are plants 
that can live on only a little bit 
of water and some decaying 
bark. These “special” features 
are mentioned in my book to a 
good extent, although they are 
not deeply studied as I have 
no means for that. But I think 
they do deserve to be studied.

MDt – Who do you think 
can benefit directly from 
the knowledge you are 
sharing in your book? Do 
you think schools can use 
it to teach the basics of 
botany in the region?

APS – I tried to write the 
book in a very simple way. 
Contrary to other literary 
genres where ambiguity 
is somehow cultivated, in 
scientific works these kind 
things should be clear and 
simple. Yes, I do think that 
students can benefit from it 
as I think there is a deficien-
cy in our education system 

that means we know too little 
about nature. This seems to 
be an incongruity with the 
approaches taken to topics 
like ecology, global warming, 
and when we say we favor or-
ganic foods but in reality we 
know nothing and we cannot 
take any concrete measu-
re [as we lack in knowledge 
about it].

MDt – In the past we 
have seen plants re-ente-
ring the cities as part of 
major buildings. how do 
you interpret this trend?

APS – Fortunately, this has 

been happening. Macau is 
still taking its first steps but 
it is a process that is ongoing 
and will continue to grow. I 
approve of this trend. Fran-
ce, for example, recently ru-
led [two years ago] that roof 
tops on new buildings [built 
in commercial zones] must 
have a garden or be partially 
covered by plants.

These “green roofs” have 
an insulating effect, helping 
reduce the amount of energy 
needed to heat a building in 
winter and cool it in sum-
mer. They also become even-
tually a leisure area for the 
building users and a place 
where fauna and flora can 
coexist. Birds can get food, 
making the city more “alive” 
and showing less cement.

MDt – Should this 
“green trend” be a rule 
here?

APS – We know that in Ma-
cau the government is not 
very daring about controlling 
construction. This is a reali-
ty.  But yes, I think it would 
be a wise and commendable 
measure.

MDt – Is there any spe-
cial thing that you really 
wanted to include? Why?

APS – Yes, there is. I inclu-
ded in Chapter 6 some con-
cerns about the maintenan-
ce of trees. In this chapter I 
added a short but important 
paragraph titled “Away from 
Logic”. In this paragraph, I 
try to approach something 
that deserves not only at-
tention but also deep study. 
It is related to the trees li-
ving in very small tree pits, 
or even no tree pits. These 
trees challenge the accepted 
theory that roots need wa-
ter (that’s an indisputable 
fact) and it’s unknown how 
trees manage to survive and 
apparently live in reasonable 
health in those conditions. It 
is still a mystery. 

Q&A

Macau ‘still taking its 
first steps’ in green roofs 

ANtóNIo De PAULA SARAIvA
LANDSCAPe ARChIteCt, AGRoNomISt

 
there is a 
deficiency in 
our education 
system that 
means we 
know too little 
about nature.
ANTóNIo DE PAULA SARAIvA
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‘Women’s 
Sports Festival’ 
attracts over 
6,000
The “2017 Women’s Sports 
Festival” arrived at a closure 
after several events that 
joined women of two different 
age groups, Group A (18 to 
40-year-old) and Group B (41 
to 60-year-old). In this year’s 
event, each participant team 
(81 in total) competed in two 
different tournaments for the 
titles of each of the age group 
categories. The organizers 
invited groups from Beijing, 
Guam, Hengqin, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, Philippines, 
Shanghai, Singapore, Taiwan 
and Thailand to participate in 
the games.

Dragon Boat 
Race opens 
registration
The 2017 edition of the Macao 
International Dragon Boat 
Race will open applications 
from March 21 at 7 p.m. The 
organizers inform that, in 
order to apply, teams must 
present the participants’ list, 
registration forms and other 
documents between March 22 
and April 20. The technical 
meeting and lucky draw will 
be held at 6:30 p.m. on May 
5 (Friday) at the Nautical 
Center of Praia Grande. The 
event is set to be held on May 
27, 28 and 30.

Rodrigo Brum 
to represent 
Portugal at 
Forum Macau
The group of Portuguese-
speaking countries have 
decided on a individual to 
represent the bloc at the 
Permanent Secretariat of the 
Forum for Economic and 
Trade Cooperation between 
China and Portuguese 
Speaking Countries (Macau 
Forum). Portugal’s Rodrigo 
Brum has been named to 
assume office as deputy 
secretary-general, TDM 
reported citing sources 
in Lisbon. With this 
appointment, Brum returns 
to the territory after having 
served in the 1990’s as 
Chief of Office of the deputy 
Secretary for Economy 
and Finance of the final 
Macau government under 
Portuguese administration. 
Brum will replace incumbent 
Manuel Vicente, from 
Mozambique. 

Paulo Barbosa

ForMEr lawmaker Rui 
Afonso has passed away on 
Friday in Lisbon aged 70, 
the victim of a prolonged 

disease. His funeral service was 
held Saturday. Afonso is seen as a 
key figure in the modernization of 
Macau’s public administration. 

A lawyer in Portugal since 1976, 
Afonso started practicing in Ma-
cau in 1985. He was a legal adviser 
to the Secretary of Administration 
and Justice (1983-1984), and di-
rector of the Administration and 
Public Servants Service (1984-
1985). Between 1984 and 1997, he 
was a lawmaker. 

The president of the Macau 
Lawyers Association, Jorge Neto 
Valente, stresses Afonso’s role in 
the modernization of public ser-
vices in Macau. “Together with 
Adelina de Sá Carvalho, he kicked 
off the modernization of the public 
administration in Macau, and he 
did that during a convulsed time,” 
Neto Valente told the Times yes-
terday. 

Lawyer Sérgio de Almeida Cor-
reia, who had worked with Rui 
Afonso since 1989, stressed the 
late lawyer’s “key role in refor-
ming the public administration” 
regarding human resources and 
fine-tuning the services’ legal fra-
mework. “Some organic laws were 
changed. And there was the need 
to bring more people from the Chi-
nese community to have a role in 
those services, besides those who 
belonged to the cultural and eco-
nomic elite.” 

Almeida Correia recalls that arou-
nd that time Afonso played a role 
in setting up and recruiting people 
to a program of studies in Portugal 
– which became known as PEP in 
the Portuguese acronym - whereby 
members from the Chinese com-
munity were enrolled in courses in 
Portugal before returning to work 

in the local public administration. 
Neto Valente, also a lawmaker 

at the time, remembers Afonso’s 
13 years as a directly-appointed 
lawmaker at the Legislative As-
sembly. “In the plenary we were 
always together,” he recalls. “He 
was an active lawmaker, never 
ceasing to take a stance on issues 
[that were debated]. He was a left- 
wing man with social concerns.” 
According to the Lawyers Asso-
ciation head, Afonso “was free 
and independent.” Neto Valente 
describes Afonso as someone who 
had “finesse”: “He thought well 
and had his own ideas. He knew 
how to read law and how to arrive 
at conclusions.”

As a lawmaker, Rui Afonso su-
pported the idea of having the 
Legislative Assembly operating in 
autonomous facilities, instead of 
the Government Palace at Praia 
Grande. “He thought that the se-
paration of [executive and legisla-

tive] powers was needed to avoid 
promiscuity between the gover-
nment and lawmakers,” Almeida 
Correia reflected. 

He added to MDT that Afonso 
had also held a role in reforming 
the legal status of the Portuguese 
in Macau and the judicial system 
in the territory. “During the 90s, 
appeals of decisions made by the 
secretaries were trialed in Lisbon. 
That was unfeasible [after the han-
dover].”

In his legal practice, Rui Afonso 

Advogados, he also had a role in 
“mediating between the Chine-
se and Portuguese counterparts” 
involved in large-scale infrastruc-
ture works that were constructed 
before the handover, such as the 
airport.  

Sérgio de Almeida Correia notes 
that, although Rui Afonso spent 
lengthy periods in Portugal in his 
later years, he always kept his legal 
practice active in the MSAR. 

Affability and loyalty were the 
two characteristics Almeida Cor-
reia said he associated with Rui 
Afonso. “He had strong social 
concerns. There are countless ca-
ses that were solved here at the 
legal practice free of charge. Ei-
ther because [these] people were 
poor or because they worked for 
the public administration, had a 
low income and were facing dis-
ciplinary procedures, or simply 
because they were Portuguese. 
[…] That shows his character. He 
was not in the law field to exploit 
people. Things had to be straight. 
‘We walk the streets everyday,’ he 
used to say.”

ThE fire that broke out 
around 7 p.m. on Fri-

day at the construction site 
of the Grand Lisboa Pala-
ce in Cotai may have been 
caused by arson.

These are the prelimi-
nary conclusions from the 
Fire Services (CB) who at-
tended the call for the bla-
ze in Cotai.

A total of 52 men su-

pported by 14 firefighting 
vehicles and a 68-meter 
long ladder arrived at the 
scene a few minutes after 
the alarm, but it took them 
more than 2 hours to con-
trol the flames.

According to a CB 
spokesperson, the fire had 
started at a storage room 
located on the 14th floor of 
the building where several 

flammable construction 
materials were kept. The 
incident led to the evacua-
tion of over 500 workers 
operating within the buil-
ding at that time, but there 
were no reports of injuries.

CB complained to the 
media about the lack of 
fire hydrants on site as 
well as other difficulties in 
fighting the fire.

Authorities suspect that 
the blaze might have been 
intentionally caused and 
the case was handed to the 
Judiciary Police (PJ) for 
further investigations.

This is the third time in 
the last two years that the 
development of Sociedade 
de Jogos de Macau (SJM) 
in Cotai has caught fire, 
this most recent incident 
being the most severe. For 
now, it is unclear whether 
the blaze caused severe 
enough  damage to delay 
the completion of the de-
velopment, which is set to 
open its doors in the first 
half of 2018. RM

obItUARy | RUI AfoNSo

Modernizer of local public 
administration dies in Lisbon

Arson most probable cause 
for Grand Lisboa Palace fire

newspaper against ‘information control’
AN APoLoGISt of freedom of 
speech, Rui Afonso was involved 
in the foundation of a newspaper 
named “Futuro de Macau.” Sérgio 
de Almeida Correia recalls: “Infor-
mation was controlled in Macau. 
Every time a newspaper that was 
more critical of the government 

sprung up, the government want-
ed to buy a share in the newspaper 
through intermediaries. […] Rui 
Afonso thought it was needed to 
have a free and independent voice 
in Macau. He founded ‘Futuro de 
Macau,’ together with Manuela 
António.    

 
he was a free  
and independent 
man.

NETo vALENTE
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Sonny Lo

Chui Sai On

Daniel Beitler

PoLItIcAL observer 
and academic Sonny Lo 
presented a seminar last 
week at the Rui Cunha 

Foundation, at the invitation of 
the Macau Association of Portu-
guese and English Press. 

During the presentation, 
Lo explained his perspective 
on the “City Cluster Plan”, or 
“Greater Bay Area” of Guang-
dong Province, in response to 
Chinese Premier Li Keqiang’s 
endorsement of the proposal at 
the annual session of the Natio-
nal People’s Congress. 

The plan seeks to transform 
the Pearl River estuary into a 
cluster of cities under a strate-
gic plan for integrated develo-
pment, playing to the relative 
strengths of the individual ci-
ties there today.

Lo said that the plan ultimate-
ly represents “deeper economic 
integration” between Macau, 
Hong Kong, Guangzhou and 
the nearby border cities such 
as Shenzhen and Zhuhai, and 
suggested that such economic 
integration was not only inevi-
table, but would one day inclu-
de Taiwan.

He argued that the idea ini-
tially surfaced as early as 1996 
in Shenzhen, but the notion of 
close economic integration with 
the mainland was not well-re-
ceived in Hong Kong. Now, the 
Chinese premier has revisited 
the economic objective, in the 
hope of expediting the process, 
“which has implications for 
Hong Kong, Macau, Guang-
dong and Taiwan between now 
and 2047 and 2049 for Hong 
Kong and Macau respectively.”

Lo is the president of the Hong 
Kong Political Science Associa-
tion and holds positions at se-
veral universities in the Asia-
Pacific region. He is a political 
scientist who specializes in the 
fields of cross-border crime, po-
licing and politics of the greater 
China area.

The veteran Hong Kong ob-
server assured guests that, des-

pite this economic and muni-
cipality integration, both SARs 
would need to retain their “uni-
queness” - specifying that Hong 

Kong should stay a financial 
center and Macau should con-
tinue to develop as a tourism 
hub, though he recommended 
that Macau diversify away from 
its reliance on gaming reve-
nues.

He also mentioned the diffe-
rences between the two SARs, 
in terms of the relative streng-
th of their localism movements 
and attitudes  toward the main-
land. In particular, So referen-
ced the political activism rife in 
Hong Kong.

“Beijing and the Hong Kong 
government could not have an-
ticipated that closer economic 
integration would bring about 

social conflicts and political 
tensions, such as the rise of 
localism,” he said. “In a sense, 
localism in Hong Kong is an 
ideology resistant to mainlan-
dization and deeper economic 
integration.”

“The mainland has said that 
it wants Hong Kong people to 
focus less on politics and more 
on economic development. The 
reality is that Hong Kong has 
already been politicized becau-
se of internal politics, including 
pro-democracy movements 
and political fragment forces. 
So, politics in Hong Kong are 
beyond its [Beijing’s] control, 
and there are still many people 

[there] resisting this economic 
integration,” he added.

On the other hand, Macau has 
seen less resistance to main-
land influence, which according 
to Lo is because of a “stronger 
Chinese identity and a weaker 
sense of localism.”

However, “political reform 
in Hong Kong and Macau will 
have to be more realistic,” he 
warned. “[That means] more 
consultation, more harmony 
and [fewer] political arguments 
in Hong Kong… This is and will 
be difficult given the very divi-
ded society in Hong Kong.”

The academic also offered 
some comments about the fu-
ture of Macau, Hong Kong and 
Taiwan under Beijing’s “One 
Country, Two Systems” policy. 
While he said it was impossib-
le to know whether the policy 
would be scrapped by the mid- 
21st century, he promised that 
the integration of the greater 
China area would be expedited 
in the years ahead.

“Economic integration will 
be far more profound and [at a 
pace] much faster than before. 
Hong Kong and Macau [leading 
up to 2047 and 2049 respecti-
vely] will be in positions ready 
to be integrated further into the 
mainland – the new economic 
region of southern China with 
Guangdong as the locomotive,” 
he said.

Meanwhile, “Taiwan’s inte-
gration is only a matter of time. 
Despite the current frosty rela-
tionship between Beijing and 
Taipei, the deeper economic 
integration of Taiwan into the 
southern region of China will 
be a matter of time.”

ChIEf Executive Chui 
Sai On outlined on Fri-

day four possible routes 
for the further integration 
of Macau in China’s de-
velopment strategy, and 
expressed a promise to 
“make better use of the 
supporting measures for 
Macau laid down by the 
Central Government,” 
according to a statement 
issued by the Govern-
ment Information Bureau 
(GCS).

The proposals stem from 
an in-depth study on the 
“City Cluster Plan” initia-
tive for the Guangdong
-Hong Kong-Macau Grea-

ter Bay Area, as outlined 
by Premier Li Keqiang 
in his latest government 
work report.

The first proposal covers 
how Macau’s unique ad-
vantages may be best uti-
lized to transform Macau 
into a world center of tou-
rism and leisure, as well 
as a commercial and trade 
cooperation platform be-
tween China and Portu-
guese-speaking countries.

The other three propo-
sals address the need for 
improvement in living 
conditions in Macau, in-
cluding housing, transport 
and cross-border infras-

tructure; the development 
of young people and the 
promotion of a “patriotic 
spirit among them”; and 
the intensification of pu-
blic administration and 
legal reform, to enhance 
and promote effective go-
vernance.

Chui’s comments were 
made during a briefing 
session in which the city’s 
top official explained some 
of the new policies set out 
in the recently concluded 
sessions of the National 
People’s Congress (NPC) 
and the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative 
Conference (CPPCC).

“Getting a better unders-
tanding of the aspirations 
set out in the ‘Two Ses-
sions’ [NPC and CPPCC] 
– together with concerted 
social efforts – would help 
to maintain Macau’s sta-
bility and prosperity, and 
contribute to the pursuit 
of further economic deve-
lopment,” said Chui, as ci-
ted in the GCS statement.

Chui also shared his 
personal understanding 
of the key themes at the 
“Two Sessions”, inclu-
ding the requirement that 
all government officials 
should act in accordance 
with the Constitution and, 

in the cases of Macau and 
Hong Kong, with their 
respective Basic Laws.

According to the GCS 
statement, there should 
be “steadfast protection 
of national sovereignty, 
security and interests” 
and “further use should be 
made of Macau’s unique 

advantages.”
The Director of the Liai-

son Office of the Central 
People’s Government in the 
Macau SAR, Wang Zhimin, 
added that people from 
different sectors in the ter-
ritory should continue to 
uphold a patriotic spirit 
toward the country. DB

‘GReAteR bAy AReA’

HK political scientist says 
Guangdong integration inevitable

CE floats development possibilities

 
Integration will 
be far more 
profound and 
[at a pace] 
much faster 
than before.
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LIvE poultry imports to Ma-
cau remain suspended until 

local authorities discover the 
cause of an influenza outbreak 
across the border. 

President of the Civic and Mu-
nicipal Affairs Bureau José Ta-
vares told the press that, due to 
a mechanism in place, they still 
need to find the cause of the out- 
break in cooperation with main-
land authorities before reaching 
a consensus.

“We also have to consider ways 
to enhance quarantine in the fu-
ture before we resume live poul-
try supply,” he noted.

Tavares also revealed that mo-
ney is yet to be paid to the city’s 
wholesale market over the latest 

ThE Venetian Macao lau-
nched its annual indoor 

Ice World on Thursday for 
visitors to experience a fro-
zen -8 degree wonderland this 
spring and summer. 

The launch ceremony of the 
Kung Fu Panda Adventure Ice 
World with the DreamWorks 
All-Stars saw children perfor-
ming Kung Fu under the car-
toon Kung Fu Panda at The 
Venetian’s Cotai Expo.

The fifth edition of Ice World 
is organized by Sands Resorts 
Macao in collaboration with 
Heilongjiang Provincial Ice 
Fun World Culture Commu-
nication Co. Ltd., and suppor-
ted by the Macau Government 
Tourism Office.

Speaking at the opening ce-
remony, Dave Horton, global 
chief marketing officer of Las 
Vegas Sands Corp and Sands 
China Ltd, said: “We work 
hard to bring our visitors of all 
ages a wide variety of exciting 
and diverse entertainment op-
tions at Sands Resorts Macau.”

He said Ice World is one of 
the region’s biggest family- 
oriented events.

Some 6,000 multi-colored 

Live poultry imports ban in 
place until outbreak identified

culling, as cited in a TDM report.
The current ban on poultry im-

ports is the government’s effort 
to reduce the risk of introducing 
bird flu in the territory.

The suspension of live poul-
try imports, which commenced 
in early February, is the longest 
period of suspension in recent 
years.

In mainland China, the conti-
nued outbreak of avian influen-
za has caused at least 161 deaths 
since October 2016.

This is the second time in 2017 
that Macau has suspended its 
live poultry trade in response to 
a bird flu report. On January 26, 
Macau suspended the live poul-
try trade for three days.

The Venetian Opens indoor 
ice sculpture exhibition

ice blocks were used to create 
the sculptures, which include 
characters from Kung Fu Pan-
da, Madagascar, Shrek, The 
Croods, How To Train Your 
Dragon and Trolls.

It took 40 craftsmen from 
Harbin 300 hours to complete 
the sculptures, which will be 
displayed across seven zones.

Guests can also attend other 
DreamWorks Experience ac-
tivities, including “Po’s Kung 

Fu Feast – Character Break-
fast with the DreamWorks All- 
Stars” and the “DreamWorks 
Experience All-Star Parade.” 
The parade will be held on Le-
vel 2 of the Shoppes at Cotai 
Central every day at 4 p.m.

The Kung Fu Panda Ad-
venture Ice World with the 
DreamWorks All-Stars will 
run from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
daily. The event ends on 
July 9. LV
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The Lobby Lounge of the 
Grand Hyatt Macau will present 
a new afternoon tea experien-
ce, incorporating various des-
sert stations that grant guests 

grand hyatt to offer personalized 
afternoon tea

greater choice and allow them 
to personalize their own menus.

The wide range of confectio-
nary will be presented at the 
Pâtisserie, where guests are in-

A multi-disciplinary enter-
tainment show will be held 
at The Parisian Macao from 

the parisian macao to stage 
unconventional bibap performance

comedy and the mix of mar-
tial arts, street dance and 
hip-hop.

The unconventional colla-
boration, titled “BIBAP”, is 
the story of a cooking com-
petition between two master 
chefs – Green Chef and Red 
Chef – at “BIBAP restaurant”. 

Revolving around the Ko-
rean national dish of spicy 
rice, vegetables and beef 
called bibimbap, the show 
is a non-verbal performan-
ce incorporating music, beat 
box, singing and breakdan-
cing, according to a state-
ment from organizer, Sands 
China.

The show debuted in 2009 
and has now been performed 
in many countries around the 
world.

Tickets went on sale on 
Friday at Cotai Ticketing box 
offices.

vited to choose Chinaware from 
a choice of four: burnt orange, 
a subtle turquoise, pure white 
with a beautiful engraved floral 
pattern, or white with a bronze 
art deco pattern. 

This also allows guests to mix 
and match their desserts to their 
selected color plates, further 
adding to the fun and creativi-
ty of the customized afternoon 
tea experience, according to a 
statement from the Grand Hyatt 
Macau.

A waffle machines offers 
guests the opportunity to get 
creative and personalize their 
own hot waffle. They can then 
choose from a selection of sea-
sonal fruit, Hokkaido soft ice 
cream and other decorative 
toppings. 

The “Afternoon Tea and Me” 
is available from March 15 
onwards, from 2 p.m. until 6 
p.m. daily.

April 7 to 23, blending the 
promotion of Korean food 
culture, an indulgence in 

CAthAy Pacific Airways 
Ltd. set a target to save 30 

percent in employee costs at its 
Hong Kong head office as part 
of the biggest revamp in two 
decades, amid mounting com-
petition that caused the carrier 
to post its first annual loss in 
eight years.

The savings will come from 
changes to middle to senior 
management that will be an-
nounced by June, Asia’s big-
gest international carrier said 
in an emailed statement Fri-
day. A transition to the new 
structure will occur over the 
summer, Cathay said.

“It is clear that there is a need 
for an organizational structu-
re that will allow the Cathay 
Pacific Group to succeed,” the 
airline said. “We need a leaner, 
simpler structure that is driven 
by real insights into our custo-
mers and their needs, one that 
will allow us to respond qui-
ckly to change.”

The statement sheds more 
light on a “critical review” Ca-
thay announced five months 
ago. The airline has been dis-
counting its premium offerings 
in a bid to fill seats as it com-
petes against airlines such as 
China Eastern Airlines Corp., 
weighing on passenger yields. 
It has kicked off a three-year 
“transformation program” 
to revive earnings, and has 
said changes would “start at 
the top.” The marquee car-
rier expects the operating en-
vironment in 2017 to remain 
challenging.

“It’s a wonderful opportuni-
ty for them to look at what is 
happening now, not just the 
numbers but look at the struc-
tural issues and make a clean 
break from the old days,” 
Shukor Yusof, founder of En-

Christopher Langner

It’S becoming a tradi-
tion. China Evergran-

de Group has started the 
year three times since 
2014 by asking bondhol-
ders to loosen restrictions 
on raising more debt and 
spending on acquisitions. 
It then goes on a bor-
rowing and buying spree. 
The result has been a se-
ries of credit downgrades 
that has China’s most in-
debted developer on the 
verge of the C category, 
associated with imminent 
default.

The Guangzhou-based 
company is offering no-
tes payable in 2020 and 
2022, Bloomberg News 
reported on Friday, ci-
ting people familiar with 
the matter. The move 
comes only three days 
after Evergrande got hol-
ders of its outstanding 
offshore bonds to relax 
constraints on how much 
debt the company can as-
sume.

Among other things, 
Evergrande was allowed 
to increase the amount 
of permitted investmen-
ts to 25 percent of assets 
from 20 percent. Other 
rules were eased that 
freed some subsidiaries 
to take on more debt in-
dividually. Evergrande 
had 999.9 billion yuan 
(USD144.9 billion) of as-
sets as of June 30, so the 
company in effect just 
obtained a blank check to 
increase its permitted in-
vestments by $7.2 billion.

Cathay plans 30 percent staff 
cost cuts under reform pressure

ANALySIS

How China 
Evergrande’s borrowing 
time (and time again)

When the Hong Kong- 
listed developer asked 
bondholders to agree to 
the changes, it justified 
them by saying it was 
trying to do a share offe-
ring in China that wou-
ld increase equity, whi-
ch should be a welcome 
prospect for creditors.

The company made si-
milar requests at the 
beginning of both 2014 
and 2016. Subsequently, 
Evergrande went on to 
increase its leverage to 
astronomical levels. Its 
total debt to common 
equity ratio went from 
224 percent at the end 
of 2013 before the first 
“consent solicitation,” as 
such requests are known, 
to 809 percent at the end 
of June. 

Even that measure 
doesn’t fully reflect Ever-
grande’s leverage, as I 
have noted before. The 
company has issued pre-
ferred shares and perpe-
tuals, which are treated 
as equity but have more 
debt-like characteristics. 
If those are factored in, 
the developer owes $91 
for every $9 of stock on 
the balance sheet - a leve-
rage ratio of more than 10 
times.

As Evergrande’s levera-
ge has climbed, S&P Glo-
bal Ratings has moved 
the company from a BB 
score to B- with a negati-
ve outlook. Given the in-
crease in debt ratios, the 
likelihood of a downgra-
de to the C category now 
looks high. Bloomberg

dau Analytics, an aviation con-
sulting firm in Malaysia, said 
by phone. “This year is going to 
be the threshold for them, and 
if they don’t do anything by the 
end of this year, they’re going 
find themselves a lot deeper in 
trouble.”

Shares of Cathay rose 1.4 
percent to HKD11.28 in Hong 
Kong on Friday, narrowing los-
ses in the past 12 months to 18 
percent. The city’s Hang Seng 
Index has gained 19 percent 
over the same period. Swire 
Group is the parent of Cathay, 
while Air China Ltd. holds al-
most 30 percent.

The Hong Kong carrier re-
corded a net loss of HKD575 
million (USD74 million) for 
2016, it said March 15. Los-
ses from fuel hedging tota-
led HKD8.46 billion, and the 
airline said it expects further 
such losses in 2017 though the 

amount should be smaller.
Cathay Pacific Group em-

ployed more than 33,700 peo-
ple worldwide, including about 
23,400 for the main airline, ac-
cording to the interim report for 
the half year ended June 2016.

Increases in staff expenses 
are harder for Cathay to con-
tain because of unions’ invol-
vement, said Will Horton, an 
analyst at CAPA Centre for 
Aviation in Hong Kong.

“Staff costs saw increases due 
to wage growth at unions for 
frontline staff. That is a trickier 
cost element to control,” Hor-
ton said in an email. “Stating 
the 30 percent figure seems 
to be a clear message Cathay’s 
restructuring starts at the top 
and all employees are in this 
together if they are to secure 
Cathay’s future. That means 
pilots then need to come to the 
table, too.” Bloomberg
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SAuDI ArAbIA’S King 
Salman met with Chi-

na’s premier on Friday, a 
day after the two nations 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding on invest-
ment cooperation valued at 
USD65 billion.

The landmark agreement 
aims to boost joint efforts 
in fields including energy, 
investment, finance, culture 
and aerospace, part of Saudi 
Arabia’s drive to develop a 
growth strategy less depen-
dent on oil.

Beijing meanwhile is 
rolling out a massive trade 
and investment initiative 
across Central Asia and the 
Middle East called “One 
Belt, One Road” that sees 
the desert kingdom as a re-

Saudi Arabia’s King Salman (left) pictured during a meeting with 
Chinese Premier Li Keqiang

China, Saudi Arabia sign USD65b in cooperation deals 
gional linchpin.

Despite the eye-catching 
sum noted in the memo, the 
actual value of such com-
mitments is usually much 
smaller once projects begin.

Saudi Arabia had 
been China’s biggest su-
pplier of imported crude 
oil before being overtaken 
by Russia last year, and the 
kingdom’s state-owned oil 
producer, Aramco, is a part-
ner with state-owned Chi-
na Petroleum & Chemical 
Corp. The two operate a 
refinery in Fujian province 
along with other Chinese 
projects.

The signing of the agree-
ment, which involves 35 
separate projects, followed 
talks last week between 
Salman and President Xi 
Jinping, during which the 
Chinese leader said results 
of their burgeoning coope-
ration had already “surpas-
sed our expectations.”

Security ties between the 
two have also grown signi-
ficantly, with the Saudi air 
force deploying Chinese 
unmanned attack drones 
and the two militaries hol-
ding joint counter-terrorism 
exercises in western China. 
Chinese navy vessels have 

also visited the Saudi port of 
Jeddah as part of increasin-
gly active maneuvers in the 
Gulf of Aden.

However, China is also a 
close partner of Saudi Ara-
bia’s arch rival Iran, and has 
backed the government of 
President Bashar al-Assad 
in the Syrian conflict, while 
Saudi Arabia has insisted 
on Assad’s ouster and has 
supported the Syrian oppo-
sition, including Islamic mi-
litant groups.

The 81-year-old Salman’s 
visit is part of a monthlong 
swing through Asia. Accom-
panied by a 1,500-strong re-

Christopher Bodeen, Beijing 

U.S. Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson on Saturday 

pushed for closer China-U.S. 
cooperation on dealing with 
North Korea’s nuclear program 
in his first face-to-face talks 
with top Chinese diplomats.

Tillerson’s visit to Beijing 
followed his remarks in South 
Korea on Friday in which he 
warned that pre-emptive mili-
tary action against North Korea 
might be necessary if the threat 
from its weapons program rea-
ches a level “that we believe re-
quires action.”

China, the North’s biggest 
source of diplomatic support 
and economic assistance, 
hasn’t responded directly to his 
remarks, although Beijing has 
called repeatedly for all sides to 
take steps to reduce tensions.

Tillerson stressed the need 
for a “results oriented” rela-
tionship with China in com-
ments following his meeting 
Saturday with Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi.

“We renewed our determina-
tion to work together to convin-
ce North Korea to choose a be-
tter path and a different future 
for its people,” Tillerson said.

He said Wang agreed on the 

Tillerson urges China-US 
cooperation on N. Korea 

need for a “course correction” 
with Pyongyang. Bringing Nor-
th Korea “to a different place” is 
a matter to be approached with 
“a sense of urgency,” Tillerson 
said.

Wang restated Beijing’s calls 
for dialogue between the U.S. 
and North Korea and called 
Tillerson’s visit an important 
step toward a meeting between 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
and his U.S. counterpart, Do-
nald Trump, expected next 
month.

Tillerson met later with Yang 
Jiechi, Xi’s top foreign policy 
adviser. As North Korea’s most 
important source of diplomatic 
support and economic assistan-
ce, China has grown increasin-
gly concerned about the possi-
bility of conflict on the Korean 
Peninsula.

Wang warned last week that 
North Korea on one side, and 
the U.S. and South Korea on 
the other, were like “two acce-
lerating trains” headed at each 
other, with neither side willing 
to give way.

He floated a proposal that 
North Korea could suspend 
its nuclear and missile activi-
ties in exchange for a halt in 
joint U.S.-South Korea military 
drills. That was swiftly shot 

down by the U.S. ambassador 
to the United Nations, Nikki 
Haley, who said Washington 
has to see “some sort of positive 
action” from North Korea befo-
re it can take leader Kim Jong 
Un seriously.

While China has agreed reluc-
tantly to U.N. Security Council 
resolutions sanctioning North 
Korea, it is adamantly opposed 
to measures that might bring 
about a collapse of the North 
Korean regime and send wa-
ves of refugees into northeas-
tern China while South Korean 
and American forces take up 

positions on its border.
That’s left Beijing with few 

options other than to call for re-
newed dialogue under the Bei-
jing-sponsored six-nation for-
mat that broke down in 2009.

In a further sign of its frustra-
tion with Pyongyang, China last 
month banned imports of Nor-
th Korean coal for the rest of 
the year, potentially depriving 
Kim’s regime of a key source of 
foreign currency.

On Friday, Tillerson signaled 
a tougher strategy toward Nor-
th Korea that leaves open the 
possibility of pre-emptive mili-
tary action.

“Let me be very clear: The 
policy of strategic patience has 
ended,” he said after visiting 
the heavily militarized border 
between the rival Koreas. “We 
are exploring a new range of 
diplomatic, security and econo-
mic measures. All options are 
on the table.”

Past U.S. administrations 
have considered military force 
because of North Korea’s de-
velopment of nuclear weapons 
and ballistic missiles to deliver 
them, but rarely has that option 
been expressed so explicitly as 
by Tillerson.

North Korea has accelerated 
its weapons development, vio-
lating multiple Security Council 
resolutions without being de-
terred by sanctions. The North 
conducted two nuclear test ex-

Secretary of State meets with Xi Jinping
ThE United States is looking forward to 

the first meeting between President Do-
nald Trump and his Chinese counterpart, Xi 
Jinping, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said 
yesterday, on the final day of a swing through 
Asia dominated by concerns over North Ko-
rea’s nuclear and missile programs.

In talks with Xi in Beijing, Tillerson said 
Trump places a “very high value” on commu-
nications with the Chinese president.

Trump looks forward to “the opportunity 
of a visit in the future,” Tillerson said, in an 
apparent reference to unconfirmed reports of 
plans for the two leaders to meet in Florida 
next month.

While few details of his talks have been re-
leased, Tillerson appeared to strike a cordial 
tone during his meetings in Beijing, in con-
trast to Trump’s tough talk on Chinese econo-
mic competition during his presidential cam-
paign.

Xi told Tillerson that China considered his 
meetings Saturday with Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi and top diplomat Yang Jiechi to have 
been productive and constructive.

“Both [Trump] and I believe that we need to 
make joint efforts to advance China-U.S. coo-
peration and we believe that we can make sure 
the relationship will move ahead in a cons-
tructive fashion in the new era,” Xi said. AP

plosions and 24 ballistic mis-
sile tests last year. Experts say 
it could have a nuclear-tipped 
missile capable of reaching the 
U.S. within a few years.

China has stridently opposed 
the deployment of a U.S. missi-
le defense system to South Ko-
rea, saying its X-band radar can 
peer deep into China to monitor 
flights and rocket launches. The 
U.S. says it’s a system focused 
purely on North Korea and po-
ses no threat to the security of 
other nations.

Tillerson’s visit to Beijing is 
the final stop on his three-na-
tion swing through Northeast 
Asia, which began in Japan. 
State Department officials have 
described it as a “listening tour” 
as the administration seeks to 
coordinate with its Asian part-
ners on a coherent North Korea 
policy.

Though it didn’t come up in his 
public remarks, Tillerson was 
expected to discuss with Chi-
na its claim to virtually the en-
tire South China Sea, including 
its building of islands atop coral 
reefs, complete with airstrips 
and military installations.

During his confirmation hea-
rings in January, Tillerson 
compared China’s island-buil-
ding and deployment of military 
assets to Russia’s 2014 annexa-
tion of Crimea, and suggested 
that China’s access to its newly 
built islands should be blocked.

tinue of businessmen, prin-
ces and support staff in close 
to a dozen aircraft, he has 
already visited Japan, Indo-
nesia, Malaysia and Brunei.

He was to travel next to 

the Maldives, but postpo-
ned that visit because of the 
spread of swine flu in the 
Indian Ocean island nation, 
according to the president’s 
office. AP

U.S. State of Secretary, Rex Tillerson (second from left) attends talks  with China's President Xi Jinping
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Robert Olsen

DoN’t bet against 
Hong Kong’s billionai-
re property tycoons, 
even if the city’s inco-

ming chief executive takes a tou-
gh stance on reining in soaring 
home prices.

After a short-lived dip as the 
city’s government ratcheted up 
real estate curbs in November, 
property stocks have bounced 
back and so has the wealth of 
billionaires including Li Ka- 
shing and  Lee Shau Kee.

More than seven years into 
Hong Kong’s campaign to tame 
runaway home prices, real es-
tate moguls account for nine of 
the 10 wealthiest people in the 
city, according to the Bloomberg 
Billionaires Index.

Hong Kong’s property market 
has defied any attempts to cool 
prices, despite a raft of measures 
to bring them down. As the city’s 
election draws close, the two lea-
ding candidates have both sin-
gled out unaffordable housing 
as an issue, signaling that new 
measures may be rolled out to 
address rising prices. A commi-
ttee of about 1,200 business and 
political elites will be voting later 
this month on who will become 
the next chief executive.

Housing costs have dogged 
current chief Leung Chun-ying 
over the course of his five years 
in power. Carrie Lam, the for-
mer chief secretary and one of 
the leading candidates to suc-
ceed Leung, has pledged to form 
a taskforce to increase the city’s 
land supply and create a new 
class of subsidized housing for 
first-time buyers and middle 

class residents. Her main rival, 
former Financial Secretary John 
Tsang, says that he’ll provide 
public housing for 60 percent of 
the population from its current 
level of 45.6 percent and build 
affordable homes for the middle 
class as well.

Still, Hong Kong’s proper-
ty billionaires have weathered 
policy shocks well. The initial 
losses of more than USD4.4 
billion that hit eight of the ten 
richest people in Hong Kong af-
ter the city’s leaders announced 

a stamp duty hike in November 
have since been all but erased. 
Cheung Kong Property Holdin-
gs Ltd.’s Chairman Li, the city’s 
wealthiest person, and Hender-
son Land Development Ltd.’s 
Lee were among the billionaires 
who saw their fortunes return to 
virtually the same level on the 
Bloomberg Billionaires Index 
after earlier declines.

Over the past four years that 
data is available, a period that 
has seen periodic bouts of poli-
cy tightening, the city’s property 

billionaires have seen their col-
lective fortunes rise 19 percent 
as the Hang Seng Properties 
Index has surged at 10 times the 
pace of the broader index. Even 
aggressive forays from mainland 
competitors haven’t dented the 
fortunes of Hong Kong’s richest.

Perversely, even after the cur-
bs in November, developers 
continued to see brisk sales for 
new apartments in Hong Kong 
as they’ve been able to entice 
buyers with discounts and reba-
tes, while sales of homes by in-

dividuals have dried up. Sellout 
crowds at new apartment ope-
nings have become the norm, 
giving developers power to in-
crease prices.

“The rich are inconvenienced 
by it, but it’s the middle class 
that are hurt the most,” said Pe-
ter Churchouse, the managing 
director of Portwood Capital 
and author of The Churchouse 
newsletter, referring to the la-
test property curbs. “It makes 
selling in the secondary market 
extremely difficult because 
buyers have to pay the tax up 
front, whereas the payments 
are deferred in the pre-sales 
market.” Bloomberg

Christopher Bodeen, Beijing 

ChINA plans to bui-
ld the first permanent 

structure on a South China 
Sea shoal at the heart of a 
territorial dispute with the 
Philippines, in a move likely 
to renew concerns over Bei-
jing’s robust assertions of 
its claims in the strategi-
cally crucial waterbody.

The top official in Sansha 
City that has administe-
red China’s island claims 
since 2012 was quoted by 
the official Hainan Daily 
newspaper as saying that 
preparations were un-
derway to build an environ-
mental monitoring station 
on Scarborough Shoal off 
the northwestern Philippi-
nes.

The preparatory work 
on the stations and others 
on five other islands in the 
strategically vital waterway 
was among the govern-

ment’s top priorities for 
2017, Sansha Communist 
Party Secretary Xiao Jie 
was quoted as saying in an 
interview published in the 
paper’s Monday edition 
seen online Friday in Bei-
jing. No other details were.

Beijing seized tiny, uni-
nhabited Scarborough in 
2012 after a tense stando-
ff with Philippine vessels. 
Taiwan also includes the 
island within its South Chi-
na Sea claims that largely 
overlap with those of Chi-
na.

The other stations men-
tioned by Xiao would be 
situated on features in 
the Paracel island group 
that China has controlled 
since seizing parts of it away 
from Vietnam in 1974.

China’s construction and 
land reclamation work in 
the South China Sea have 
drawn strong criticism 
from the U.S. and others, 

who accuse Beijing of fur-
ther militarizing the region 
and altering geography 
to bolster its claims. Chi-
na says the seven man-ma-
de islands in the disputed 
Spratly group, which it has 
equipped with airstrips and 
military installations, are 
mainly for civilian purpo-
ses and to boost safety for 
fishing and maritime trade.

Prior to the announce-
ment, South China Sea ten-
sions had eased somewhat 
since Beijing erupted in 
fury last year after a Hague- 
based arbitration tribunal 
ruled on a case filed by the 
Philippines. The verdict in-
validated China’s sweeping 
territorial claims and deter-
mining that China violated 
the rights of Filipinos to 
fish at Scarborough Shoal.

China has since allowed 
Filipino fishermen to re-
turn to the shoal following 
Philippine President Rodri-

go Duterte’s calls for closer 
ties between the countries, 
but it does not recognize 
the tribunal’s ruling as valid 
and insists it has historical 
claims to almost the entire 
South China Sea, through 
which an estimated USD5 
trillion in global trade pas-
ses each year.

Scarborough has no pro-
per land mass and any 
structure on it would likely 
have to be built on stilts. 
The shoal forms a trian-
gle-shaped lagoon of rocks 
and reefs running for 46 
kilometers, with its highest 
point just 1.8 meters above 
water at high tide. Known 
in Chinese as Huangyan Is-
land, it lies about 200 kilo-
meters (120 miles) west of 
the main Philippine island 
of Luzon, and about 600 
kilometers (370 miles) sou-
theast of China.

U.S. diplomats have said 
privately that reclamation 

work on the shoal would be 
seen as crossing a red line 
because of its proximity to 
the main Philippine islands 
and the threat it could pose 
to U.S. and Filipino military 
assets.

During his Senate confir-
mation hearing for secre-
tary of state, Rex Tillerson 
compared China’s island
-building and military de-
ployments to Russia’s 2014 
annexation of Crimea, and 
suggested China’s access to 
the islands should not be 
allowed. The U.S. says Chi-
na has reclaimed more 
than 1,295 hectares (3,200 
acres) of land in the area.

The topic is likely to be 
high on the agenda when 
Tillerson visits Beijing for 
talks with top officials on 
Saturday and Sunday.

Meanwhile, Chinese Vice 
Premier Wang Yang was 
visiting the Philippines, 
just days after Duterte said 
Monday that he had told 
the military to assert Phili-
ppine ownership of a large 
ocean region off the coun-
try’s northeastern coast 
where Chinese survey ships 
were spotted last year, in a 

discovery that alarmed Phi-
lippine defense officials.

China, the Philippines, 
Vietnam, Taiwan, Malay-
sia and Brunei have long 
contested ownership of the 
South China Sea, which 
straddles one of the world’s 
busiest sea lanes and is be-
lieved to sit atop vast depo-
sits of oil and gas.

Also this week, the 
commander in chief of Chi-
na’s navy, Vice Adm. Shen 
Jinlong, noted improving 
relations in a meeting with 
his Vietnamese counter-
part, Rear Adm. Pham 
Hoai Nam, in Beijing.

China and Vietnam have 
had long-running territo-
rial disputes in the Sou-
th China Sea. Tensions 
spiked in 2014 after Chi-
na parked an oil rig near 
Vietnam’s central coast, 
sparking mass protests in 
Vietnam.

The two navies and their 
countries should “together 
play a positive role in main-
taining peace and stability 
in the South China Sea,” 
Shen was quoted as saying 
by China’s defense minis-
try. AP

Hong Kong’s richest men prove 
resilient against property curbs

Beijing plans first structure on 
disputed South China Sea shoal 

Li Ka-shing

 even after 
the curbs in 
November, 
developers 
continued 
to see brisk 
sales for new 
apartments in 
hong Kong
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Martha Mendoza and 
Meghan Hoyer, Kuala Lumpur

TIN, her husband and five 
children have cleared 

years of refugee hurdles to 
come to the U.S.: blood tests, 
interviews, DNA and finger-
prints, background checks. 
She has her one must-bring 
possession within reach, a 
well-worn Bible, and keeps 
their phone charged for the 
U.S. Embassy to call.

But the odds of that happe-
ning dropped precipitously.

President Donald Trump’s 
16-page travel ban “to keep 
the bad dudes out” bars new 
visas for people from six Mus-
lim-majority countries and 
shuts down America’s refugee 
program through mid-July. 
His executive order had been 
set to take effect Thursday last 
week, but a federal judge put 
it on hold hours before it was 
to take effect.

The order also includes a 55 
percent reduction in refugee 
visas overall, from a planned 
110,000 to 50,000 this year. 
This means, in some of the 
most desperate places in the 
world, 60,000 refugee visas 
are not going to be issued af-
ter all.

Who are the 60,000 peo-
ple who may have lost their 

 burmese 
settlers 
account for 
nearly 25 
percent of new 
U.S. refugees 
since 2007

Trump’s planned reduction in 
refugees may hit Myanmar worst

chance to resettle in the U.S. 
by September? An Associa-
ted Press analysis of 10 years 
of refugee data suggests that 
their most common country 
of origin is not any of the six 
nations in the travel ban, but 
Myanmar, also known as Bur-
ma. Thousands, like Tin and 
her family, are Christians who 
were persecuted in their nati-
ve country.

They expected to resettle be-
fore September in the U.S., 
a place they consider home. 
More than 160,000 Burmese 
have resettled in the U.S. in 
the past decade, more than 
any other group. They account 
for nearly 25 percent of new 
U.S. refugees since 2007.

“America is really our father-
land in terms of religion,” said 
Tin, 38. “They sent their mis-
sionaries to our country and 
taught us to be Christians. 
And now we had to escape. All 
we want is to be safe.”

Christians face religious 
and political discrimination 
in predominantly Buddhist 
Myanmar. Its nascent demo-
cracy is heavily influenced by 
a military that ruled for half 
a century and remains at war 
with several ethnic groups, 
some of which are majority 
Christian.

Tin and her community fled 

Chin state, where Human Ri-
ghts Watch says more than 90 
percent of the residents were 
adhering to the tenets the 
American Baptist Church by 
2009, pitting them against a 
military campaign to elevate 
Buddhism over all other reli-
gions.

Tin and others said that 
when they gathered for fa-
mily prayers, people threw 
rocks at them. Soldiers busted 
into church services. They hid 
their precious Bibles for fear 
of attack.

School teacher Sang, 29, a 
Burmese refugee who learned 
English as a theology student, 
meticulously read through a 
copy of Trump’s executive or-
der last week and then looked 
up, nodding.

He said that while he agreed 
with the need to keep terroris-
ts out of the U.S., “We are not 
terrorists, we are Christians. 
We will never be a problem in 
the United States. We will get 
educations, we will work hard. 
We only seek safety.”

Tin and Sang are among 
more than 100,000 Christian 
Burmese refugees forced to 
flee in recent years. They live 
out of suitcases in abject po-
verty in Malaysia. Their kids 
can’t go to school, and they 
risk deportation or detention 

if they try to report a crime.
And it’s not just Christians. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Rohingya Muslims have also 
been forced to escape the 
country of 51 million, where 
soldiers torched homes, raped 
women and killed them in a 
crackdown that began in Oc-
tober.

Trump’s “Executive Order 
Protecting The Nation From 
Foreign Terrorist Entry Into 
The United States,” says lowe-
ring the cap is necessary to 
U.S. interests. But the swift 
reduction in refugee visas in-
terrupts work underway by 
federal law enforcement agen-
cies and nonprofits around the 
world to vet 110,000 people in 
2017, the highest number in 
decades. It was an attempt to 
put a small dent in the record 
65 million refugees, asylum 

seekers and internally displa-
ced persons worldwide.

Nearly 38,000 have been ad-
mitted so far. Another 72,000 
were preparing to arrive be-
fore the fiscal year ends in 
September. Instead, under 
Trump’s order just 12,000 
more will be allowed in. Ex-
ceptions can be made if the 
secretaries of State and Ho-
meland Security agree.

“The safety and security of 
the American people is our 
highest priority,” said a State 
Department official who pro-
vided a statement on condi-
tion of anonymity because he 
wasn’t authorized to talk on 
the record about it.

The U.S. defines refugees as 
people of “special humanita-
rian concern” who have been 
persecuted because of their 
race, religion, nationality, po-
litical opinion, or membership 
in a particular social group.

An AP analysis found that 
nearly half the refugees who 
have arrived in fiscal year 
2017 came from the seven 
majority Muslim countries 
named in an earlier executive 
order. Refugees from Syria, 
in particular, have arrived in 
greater numbers in the past 
twelve months. Burma’s share 
has dropped from 26 percent 
of all spots in 2015 to just 8 
percent of the refugee case-
load so far this fiscal year.

The AP also found refugees 
from Bhutan and Afghanistan 
make up a smaller proportion 
admitted in 2017 than in pre-
vious years.

About 210,000 refugees, 
largely Vietnamese and Cam-
bodians, came to the U.S. in 
1980, the most in any year. 
Refugee arrivals dropped to 
less than 30,000 after 9/11 
prompted strict new immi-
gration rules. But they have 
increased fairly steadily since 
2004, and overall refugee ad-
missions reached 85,000 last 
year.

The journeys of Burmese re-
fugees begin in some of the 
poorest places on Earth: re-
mote villages in strife-ridden 
regions. They pay smugglers 
upward of USD500 for the 
harrowing two-week journey. 
Some end up in Thailand, 
where an estimated 100,000 
live in refugee camps, known 
locally as “temporary shel-
ters.” Thai officials did not 
allow AP to visit.

In Malaysia there are about 
130,000 Burmese refugees 
awaiting resettlement. They 
live in Kuala Lumpur’s poo-
rest neighborhoods, their 
makeshift plywood walls di-
viding ordinary two-bedroom 
apartment into a half dozen 
stifling family units, a stark 
contrast to city’s glimmering 
skyscrapers. They can stay for 
years, their belongings packed 
in baggage, so they can be 
near the United Nations and 
U.S. Embassy if called to get 
stamps on documents or meet 
with officials. AP

Christian Burmese refugees play before the start of their lessons in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
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ThE Japanese go-
vernment held its 

first-ever drill Friday 
to protect citizens in 
case a ballistic missi-
le is launched toward 
Japan.

More than 100 resi-
dents and schoolchil-
dren of the coastal 
city of Oga in nor-
thern Japan parti-
cipated in the drill. 
Loudspeakers war-
ned them of a pos-
sible missile threat 
and urged them to 
seek shelter indoors 
because missile parts 
might fall.

The drill assumed a 
scenario of a hypothe-
tical country firing a 
missile that falls into 
Japanese territorial 
waters off the coast 
of Akita prefecture. It 
came amid increasing 
missile threats from 
North Korea.

Earlier this mon-
th, North Korea fired 
four missiles, of whi-

Japan holds first civilian 
missile evacuation drill

ch three landed in 
the 200-nautical mile 
offshore area where 
Tokyo has sovereign 
rights to explore and 
exploit resources.

Chief Cabinet Secre-
tary Yoshihide Suga 
told reporters “it is 
imperative to rai-
se the public’s awa-
reness” about how 
they should respond 
in case of a missile 
threat.

The drill began with 
a government alert 
issued at 9:30 a.m. 
warning of a possible 
missile launch. Mu-
nicipal officials then 
used loudspeakers 
and emails to urge re-
sidents to seek cover 
at designated evacua-
tion centers.

During the drill, 
schoolchildren and 
others who were ou-
tside sought shelter 
inside a school buil-
ding or a community 
center. AP

ThE U.S. and its Asia-Pa-
cific allies are rolling out 
their new stealth fighter 
jet, a cutting-edge plane 

that costs about USD100 million 
each.

The U.S. Air Force this week hos-
ted allies and partners in Hawaii 
for a symposium on the F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter, which can sneak un-
detected behind enemy radar.

Brig. Gen. Craig Wills, the strate-
gic plans director at Pacific Air For-
ces, said the U.S. wanted to share its 
experiences with the F-35 and F-22, 
another stealth fighter, with allies 
and partners so they wouldn’t have 
to learn everything on their own.

The Air Force will use the F-35 to 
replace the A-10 and the F-16, and 
say it represents a “quantum leap” 
in air combat capability over these 
older planes.

“The idea with fifth generation is 
that we want to be able to operate 
in areas where others cannot, in 
places where our fourth generation 
airplanes can’t fly,” Wills said.

The U.S. Marine Corps in January 

US, Asia-Pacific allies 
rolling out F-35 fighter

deployed 10 of the planes to a base 
in Japan. The U.S. Air Force plans 
to station the jet in Alaska within 
three years.

Australia and Japan have already 
taken delivery of some of planes 
that they are using for pilot training 
in Arizona. South Korea is schedu-
led to get the plane next year.

Loren Thompson, a defense 
analyst at the Lexington Institu-
te, an Arlington, Virginia-based 
think tank, said the F-35 can make 
a “huge difference “ in places like 
North Korea, where it could defeat 
air defenses and take out threats 
before they could react.

“The F-35 could fly all the way 
from South Korea to the North Ko-
rean capital without anyone from 

North Korea knowing it was on its 
way,” he said.

The Air Force currently has 103 
planes in its possession, including 
one fully operational fighter wing at 
Hill Air Force Base in Utah.

Other than Alaska, Wills said the 
Air Force hasn’t decided where in 
the Pacific it will station additional 
planes. Alaska’s Eielson Air Force 
Base is expected to get two squa-
drons.

The Air Force currently bases F-22 
jets in Hawaii and Alaska. Wills said 
the F-22 was designed to face down 
other fighter jets in the air, but also 
have an ability to hit ground targe-
ts. The F-35 was designed to strike 
ground targets and for air-to-air 
combat. MDT/AP
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Franklin Briceno, Lima

ThE intense rains, over-
flowing rivers, mud-

slides and flooding being 
experienced in the country 
are the worst seen in two 
decades, Peruvian autho-
rities said Saturday, affec-
ting more than half the na-
tion as the death toll since 
the beginning of the year 
hit 72.

The highly unusual rains 
follow a series of storms 
that have struck hard along 
Peru’s northern coast, with 
voracious waters inunda-
ting hospitals and leaving 
some small villages isola-
ted. The storms are being 
caused by a warming of the 
surface waters in the Paci-
fic Ocean and are expected 
to continue for another two 
weeks.

Peru’s government said 
that 374 people were kil-
led in 1998 during a si-
milar period of massive 
rains and flooding caused 

MArtIN Schulz, 
the Social Demo-

crat who’s shaping up 
as Chancellor Angela 
Merkel’s biggest electo-
ral threat yet, said he’ll 
avoid campaign tactics 
associated with U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump 
and vowed to oppose 
forces that want to tear 
the European Union 
apart.

Almost two months af-
ter the former European 
Parliament president 
emerged as Merkel’s main 
challenger in the Septem-
ber election, Schulz pled-
ged to campaign for equal 
pay for men and women 
and warned against na-
tionalist parties in a party 
convention speech yes-
terday. He’s looking to 
sustain early momentum 
in the polls that’s lifted the 
Social Democrats to vir-
tual parity with Merkel’s 
Christian Democrat-led 
bloc, which has governed 

A group of people hold onto a rope as they wade through flood waters 
to safety in Lima

PeRU

Death toll rises to 72 in 
rains, flooding, mudslides

by rains blamed on the El 
Nino climate pattern.

On Saturday, Prime Mi-
nister Fernando Zavala up-
dated the number of dead 
from the latest flooding to 
72.

The rains have overwhel-
med the drainage system 
in the cities along Peru’s 
Pacific coast and the health 
ministry has started fumi-

gating around the pools of 
water that have formed in 
the streets to kill mosqui-
toes that carry diseases like 
dengue.

Lima has been without 
water service since the be-
ginning of the week. The 
government has deployed 
the armed forces to help 
police control public order 
in the 811 cities that have 

GeRmANy

Merkel’s rival 
eschews Trump-style 
campaigning

Germany for almost 12 
years.

SPD delegates in Berlin 
are voting on formally 
backing Schulz’s candi-
dacy for chancellor and 
naming him party head. 
Combining the role of 
candidate and chairman 
is seen as a hedge against 
bickering among the par-
ty’s factions, potentially 
clearing the way for Schulz 
to focus on campaign the-
mes beyond appealing to 
the SPD’s base and voters 
left behind in Germany’s 
booming economy.

“If there’s one lesson 
from Donald Trump’s 
election campaign, it’s that 
contempt, working with 
fake news and blanket 
condemnation of entire 
groups of people have no 
place in Germany,” Schulz 
said to applause from the 
600 party members. “You 
won’t see me engaging in 
the vilification of political 
competitors.” Bloomberg

declared an emergency.
“The prices for lemons 

have gone up, as well as for 
potatoes and cooking oil,” 
said Sara Arevalo, a mother 
of five who was shopping at 
a market in northern Lima. 
The government has ack-
nowledged that prices have 
shot up some 5 percent be-
cause of the flooding.

In the Lambayeque re-
gion, 22 inmates at a juve-
nile detention center took 
advantage of the rains to 
escape. And in the city of 
Trujillo, rains flooded a 
cemetery with the waters 
carrying bones through the 
streets.

Even Peru’s capital city 
of Lima, where a desert 
climate seldom leads to 
rain, police on Friday had 
to help hundreds of resi-
dents in an outskirt nei-
ghborhood cross a floo-
ded road by sending them 
one-by-one along a rope 
through choppy waters. 
The muddy current chan-
neled down the street after 
a major river overflowed. 
Some residents left their 
homes with just a single 
plastic bag carrying their 
belongings.

The presidents of Chile, 
Bolivia and Venezuela offe-
red to send help to Peru. AP

ScotLAND First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon accused 

U.K. Prime Minister Theresa 
May of being intransigent on 
the timing of a referendum 
on Scottish independence, 
and said it would “not be rea-
sonable” to make Scots wait 
more than three years from 
now for a potential vote.

“By that point Scotland will 
have been taken out” of the 
European Union, Scottish 
National Party leader Stur-
geon said on ITV’s “Peston on 
Sunday” television show.

For her, a fair compromise 
would be to set a vote “a bit 
after” after her own deadline 
of early 2019, when the U.K. 
could leave the bloc. She was 
asked by interviewer Robert 
Peston if a 2021 referendum 
was reasonable. Sturgeon’s 
team want to press on with 
the legal process after she 
called for a vote as early as 
the fall of 2018.

If May is “talking, you know, 
in the spring of 2019, a bit 
later perhaps than I was su-
ggesting then there may be 
some room for discussion 
around that,” Sturgeon said.

May has pledged to fire the 
starting gun on two years of 
Brexit talks with the EU by 
the end of March. Sturgeon 
argues that Scots should have 
a say before those negotia-
tions end, and Scotland is left 
out in the cold.

She said last week that Bri-
tain needs to unite to make a 
success of its divorce from the 

bRItAIN

Sturgeon says 2021 Scots 
independence vote is unacceptable
EU, and “now is not the time” 
for a Scottish breakaway cam-
paign. Sturgeon will introdu-
ce a motion into the Scottish 
Parliament this week to apply 
to the legislature in London 
for a referendum on indepen-
dence.

Ruth Davidson, leader of 
the Scottish branch of May’s 
Conservative Party, accused 
of Sturgeon of being “hell-
bent on the separation of this 
country” during an interview 
on BBC Television’s “Andrew 
Marr Show” on Sunday.

Support for independence 
is at 44 percent among Sco-
ttish voters, one percentage 
point less than the result for 
leaving the U.K. in a 2014 re-
ferendum, the Sunday Times 
reported, citing a poll by Pa-
nelbase. The survey showed 
51 percent of Scots didn’t 
want another vote in the next 
few years while 32 percent 
back a referendum in the next 
year or two.

There has been a hardening 
of position from May. She 
repeated her opposition to a 
vote in a speech to her Con-
servative Party’s spring forum 

in Cardiff on Friday, accusing 
the SNP of having “tunnel vi-
sion” and of using concerns 
over Brexit as a pretext for 
pushing for a vote.

“It would be bad for 
Scotland, bad for the United 
Kingdom, and bad for us all,” 

Nicola Sturgeon, Scotland’s first minister and leader of the Scottish National Party (SNP)

May told Tory delegates. “It is 
essential that we get the right 
deal, and that all of our effor-
ts and energies as a country 
are focused on that outcome.”

The SNP is expected to win 
the vote in the Scottish Par-
liament with support from 

the Greens. May will then risk 
the credibility of the union 
if she refuses a referendum, 
Sturgeon said at her own par-
ty’s conference in Aberdeen 
on Saturday, a day after May 
addressed Tories. 
MDT/Bloomberg
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what’s ON ...

Monkey king
TiMe: 8pm daily
UnTil: March 31, 2017
VenUe: Sands Cotai Theatre 
AdMission: MoP420, MoP520, MoP780, 
MoP1080, MoP1580  
enqUiries: (853) 2882 8818

BeTween gAze And HAllUcinATion - BlAck 
And wHiTe PHoTogrAPHy By João MigUel 
BArros
TiMe: 2pm-7pm (Closed on Sundays)
UnTil: March 25, 2017 
VenUe: Creative Macau, G Floor, Macao Cultural 
Centre, Av. Xian Xing Hai, s/n, NAPE 
AdMission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 2875 3282

TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:50
17:10
17:50
18:40
19:40
20:30
21:00
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:05
00:40

TDM News (Repeated)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPi Live    
Criminal Minds S.9    
Fifties Club (Repeated)    
Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)   
Soap opera    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Sport    
Fifties Club    
TDM News     
Champions League Magazine    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live    

cinema
cineteatro
16 mar - 21 mar

KoNg: sKull islaND
room 1
(2D): 2:30, 4:45, 9:30pm
(3D): 7:15pm
Director: Jordan vogt-roberts
starring: tom hiddleston, samuel l. Jackson, brie 
larson  
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 118min

sileNce
room 2
2:30, 5:30,  9:30pm
Director: Martin scorsese
Starring: Andrew Garfield, Adam Driver, Liam Neeson
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 118min

the girl with all the gifts
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director: colm Mccarthy
starring: gemma arterton, glenn close, sennia Nanua
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 111min
la la laND
room 3
7:15pm
Director:  Damien chazelle
starring: ryan gosling, emma stone
language: english
Duration: 128min

macau tower
15 mar - 29 mar

beauty aND the  beast
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30pm
Director: bill condon
starring: emma watson, Dan stevens, luke evans
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 129min

this day in history

A man who helped pitch Dos Equis beer as the Most Interesting 
Man in the World turned his attention from his favorite beer to his 
favorite beard by judging a competition called vermont Beardies.

Actor Jonathan Goldsmith, who lives in Manchester and sports 
a closely cropped white beard that he maintains with a lice comb 
given to him by a veterinarian, was one of four judges who chose 
the contest’s winner in Burlington on Saturday.

This year’s honors went to Bryan Sturge, of Barre, who hasn’t 
cut his beard in almost two years.

The event benefits Make-a-Wish Vermont, which helps grant 
wishes to children living with life-threatening conditions. organi-
zers said Saturday night that they’d raised nearly $30,000.

The competition was judged in three categories: urban beard, 
freestyle and backwoods. Each contestant also had to tell an in-
teresting story about his beard. out of the more than 100 original 
entrants, the top 30 were invited to the in-person finals.

Sturge entered the backwoods competition as a tribute to his 
11-year-old daughter Zoey, who died of cancer in 2013 before 
her Make-a-Wish request to go to Disney World and swim with 
the dolphins could be granted.

When Zoey was sick, Sturge promised Zoey he wouldn’t shave 
until she got better. After she died, he shaved a couple times but 
always regrew his beard. He said he entered the contest to give 
back to Make-a-Wish so that other children could be granted 
wishes that Zoey never got to experience.

Goldsmith, who spent nine years as the pitchman with the gra-
velly voice for Dos Equis, said there are a few things he’s looking 
for in a winning beard.

“The character of the beard, how it brings forth something indi-
genous to the individual, something personal,” Goldsmith said.

While the premise of the contest is humorous, the reason for it 
can be heart-wrenching.

“It’s a promise that we made,” Sturge said. “It’s love. It’s a me-
mory. It’s how she last saw me, with a beard. She didn’t want 
me to shave it because of our promise. I offered to shave for 
her so she could see me without it. She said, ‘No, that’s not the 
deal.’” AP

 Offbeat
‘most interesting man’ judges 
beard contest; girl’s dad wins 

American missiles have hit the Iraqi capital, Bagh-
dad, signalling the start of the US-led campaign to 
topple Saddam Hussein.

President George Bush delivered a live television 
address shortly after the bombings began, vowing to 
“disarm Iraq and to free its people”.

The attack was ordered two hours after a final 48-
hour deadline expired for Saddam Hussein to leave 
Iraq.

US sources say five key members of the Iraqi regi-
me, including the Iraqi leader himself, were targeted 
in the first attacks.

The Iraqis say some non-military targets have been 
hit and a number of civilians wounded in Doura, a 
southern suburb of the capital.

The air strikes began at 0534 local time (0234 GMT). 
A short time later, Iraqi Tv broadcast what it said 
was a live speech by Saddam Hussein. In it he said: 
“I don’t need to remind you what you should do to 
defend our country. “Let the unbelievers go to hell, 
you will be victorious, Iraqi people.”

President Bush played down hopes of an early vic-
tory. In his broadcast to the American people he war-
ned the campaign “could be longer and more difficult 
than some predict”. He continued: “This will not be 
a campaign of half measures and we will accept no 
outcome but victory.”

“The dangers to our country and the world will be 
overcome. We will pass through this time of peril and 
carry on the work of peace. We will defend our free-
dom. We will bring freedom to others.”

At 2200 GMT British Prime Minister Tony Blair made 
a live televised address to the nation.

He confirmed British troops were in action in Iraq. 
He said their purpose was to remove Saddam Hus-
sein and disarm Iraq of weapons of mass destruction.

The attack has drawn international condemnation 
and brought demonstrators onto the streets in seve-
ral countries.

Attempts to get a United Nations Security Council 
resolution backing a military campaign in Iraq were 
abandoned earlier in the week when it became clear 
the US still faced an uphill battle to get the majority 
it needed.

The French had been pushing for more time to allow 
Iraq to disarm and today President Jacques Chirac of 
France expressed regret at the launch of hostilities 
without UN backing.

Russian President vladimir Putin said the military 
action was entirely unjustified, while China said the 
strike violated the United Nations charter. Anti-war 
demonstrations have taken place in cities in Greece, 
Egypt, Australia and Indonesia.

courtesy bbc News

2003 us launches missiles 
 against saddam

in context
The Pentagon called the US air strike against Baghdad a “target of oppor-
tunity” - a chance to attack leadership targets in the hope of killing senior 
Iraqi commanders. It was not the launch of full-scale hostilities.
The attack was carried out by F-117 Stealth fighters, but cruise missiles 
were also fired from four US navy warships and two submarines.
The following day (21 March) the US and British launched a massive aerial 
assault on Baghdad in what the US called its “shock and awe” strategy. At 
the same time, ground forces were advancing into southern Iraq.
Iraqi forces resisted the American-led coalition troops until 9 April when a 
giant statue of the Iraqi leader was toppled by demonstrators in Baghdad 
but the man himself escaped into hiding.
On 15 April a first meeting was held to talk about a new regime in Iraq. 
The US formally handed over power to the Iraqis on 28 June 2004. Sad-
dam Hussein was captured in December 2003, tried by an Iraqi court, 
sentenced to death and hanged on 30 December 2006.

Bryan Sturge, of Barre, Vt., shows off his beard
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THe BORn LOSeR by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omacross: 1- Barbell abbr.; 4- Port of old Rome; 9- Move rhythmically; 14- Female 

sheep; 15- Group of 12; 16- Fit to be tied; 17- Assemblage of machines; 19- Lush; 
20- Loosen; 21- Killer whales; 23- File; 24- Big name in insurance; 27- Gather, 
harvest; 30- Deluge; 32- Live; 33- Artillery; 37- Eight singers; 39- Flies; 40- omen; 
42- Hiding place; 43- Seventh day of the week; 44- Small island; 45- Chooses; 
48- Potpourri; 50- Numbers game; 51- Small amounts; 55- Distinguishing 
characteristic; 57- Dubuque native; 58- Madame de ___; 60- Resembling an easily 
broken metamorphic rock; 64- From head ___; 65- Musical drama; 66- New Zealand 
parrot; 67- Singer Della; 68- 1980 Dom DeLuise film; 69- Antiquity, in antiquity;
 
DowN: 1- Madagascar monkey; 2- African sir; 3- Religious offshoots; 4- “Garfield” 
drooler; 5- Male child; 6- Chinese philosopher Mo-___; 7- Suffix with cloth; 
8- Whatever person; 9- Frisbee, e.g.; 10- Bellowing; 11- Nauseous; 12- Short 
change?; 13- Wide shoe width; 18- With 
it; 22- Campaigned for office; 24- Bang-
up; 25- Slips; 26- Attempt, a score in 
rugby; 28- Stadium used for sports or 
musical events; 29- Small-minded; 30- 
Carryalls; 31- Doughnut-shaped surface; 
33- Chocolate tree; 34- Benefit; 35- Wink; 
36- Slangy denial; 38- Geom. point; 40- 
Agreement; 41- Conductor Klemperer; 
43- Wimbledon unit; 46- Ivy Leaguer; 
47- Many; 49- Cream-filled cookies; 
51- Morse “E”; 52- Came to; 53- Swiss 
city on the Rhine; 54- Slammin’ Sammy; 
56- Sheltered, at sea; 57- Golfer Aoki; 
58- orch. section; 59- Foot digit; 61- 
No. cruncher; 62- Worked (up); 63- Apr. 
addressee; 

Friday’s solution

CROSSwORDS USeFUL TeLePHOne nUMBeRS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
commission against 
corruption (ccac) 28326 300
iacM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Chatting merrily away with everyone 
from folks in line at the grocery 
to strangers on the bus? Dashing 
around with new friends, having 
fun? Bet you are. The good news is 
that your audience is enjoying this.

April 20-May 20
Honing your courtship skills is an 
important task for you today - the 
methods you use to get to know 
another person are an important 
factor in the quality of the 
relationship. 

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Oh, this is going to be fun. The 
world (your best pal, in particular) 
is feeling free - ready to let go, 
let loose, chat and laugh - and 
you’ve got plenty of interesting 
invitations to extend and accept.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You’ve had your suspicions for some 
time, and now you’ve got more. 
What you’re wondering about isn’t 
a bad thing, however - you have the 
feeling that someone in a position of 
authority is planning something.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Definitely think before you speak. 
That ordinarily charming way 
you have with words will be even 
more lethal now, so you should 
definitely be careful where you 
fling those casual comments.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Woke up in the mood to spend 
some money, on either your home 
or your family? Well, whether you’re 
redecorating, adding a room or a 
wing, or just planning a surprise for a 
dear one, you’ll want to do it up right.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You’re so darned happy, you’re 
bubbling over. It’s a wonderful 
feeling - but if it’s because you’re in 
love, go easy on the rest of the world. 
You know how irritating it is to hear 
about the love of someone’s life?

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You’ve been far too good for far too 
long. Isn’t it time to stop being quite 
so neurotic about your wallet and 
have just a little bit of fun? Sure it 
is. Start tonight. Call the dearest of 
the dears and suggest going out. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You’re never tough to talk into 
playtime, are you? And you’ve 
been good for a while - extra 
good, in fact. You’re probably 
thinking about treating yourself to 
something extra special

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Bet you’ve thought of nothing for 
a while but taking one entire day, 
ditching all electronic devices, and 
spending some quality time alone 
at your place - with maybe just one 
person for company.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Making someone’s day has always 
been one of your favorite things to 
do - and you’ll have your chance to 
do it again now. A certain person 
who really needs a break, a smile and 
a great big hug will come your way.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Someone who’s recently been 
introduced to you by a friend may 
turn out to play a major part in 
your life, in fact - starting as soon 
as now. You might even end up 
traveling with them.

  Aquarius Pisces

12
5
13
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9
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8
16
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overcast/drizzle
cloudy/shower

smoggy/overcast
flurry/moderate snow

overcast/cloudy
overcast/cloudy
overcast/cloudy
overcast/cloudy

cloudy
moderate rain
moderate rain

drizzle/overcast
moderate rain
drizzle/cloudy

drizzle
shower/cloudy
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St. Patrick’s Day
Parade returns after last year’s debut

the Macau St. Patrick’s Day Parade was held on Saturday 
for the second consecutive year in the territory, following a col-
laborative effort between the Hong Kong and Macau Irish Fes-

tival and the Irish Consulate General for the two SARs.
the parade marked the culmination of a variety of events held in the 
city over the last month to celebrate the Irish national holiday and to 
promote awareness of Irish culture in macau and hong Kong. It was 
held on Avenida da Praia, near the taipa houses-museum.
on friday evening, the iconic ruins of St. Paul’s were once again 
“greened” as part of the Global Greening for St Patrick’s Day, which 
this year involved 267 sites in 44 countries, according to organizers. 
Among these sites was a segment of the Great Wall of China.
A treasure hunt activity across taipa village was held on friday mor-
ning involving the participation of more than 80 children from local 
schools. 
moreover, the weekend activities were accompanied by a variety of 
events held across macau with Irish musicians and dancers, including 
at Duffy’s Irish Pub, The Roadhouse, Prem1er and the Irish Pub.
“We have been working with the Irish festival organizers to show-
case the very best of Irish crafts, design and animation in macau,” 
said Consul General Peter Ryan, according to a statement from the 
organizers.
“the highlight of the festival will be the Parade and we are very exci-
ted about the event which will showcase the very best of Irish music 
and dance as well as local musicians and dancers – the perfect blend 
of East and West, reflecting Macau,” the Consul General informed 
prior to Saturday’s parade.
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ErIc Frenzel took 
a big step toward 

an unprecedented fifth 
straight Nordic combi-
ned World Cup overall 
title on Saturday with 
his second successive 
victory while closest ri-
val Johannes Rydzek fi-
nished third.

Olympic champion 
Frenzel placed seventh eric Frenzel (center)

SKIING

Frenzel wins Nordic combined 
World Cup, closes in on title

in the ski jump for a six- 
second advantage over 
Rydzek. But Rydzek, 
who claimed gold at the 
worlds last month, fell as 
he tried to overtake his 
rival in the 10K cross- 
country race, dealing a 
blow to his hopes of a 
first overall title.

“It was a normal race 
accident and there was 

nothing unfair about it,” 
German coach Hermann 
Weinbuch said.

Frenzel claimed his 
ninth World Cup win 
of the season in 28 mi-
nutes, 14 seconds — 3.4 
ahead of Austria’s Wi-
lhelm Denifl and 7.1 
ahead of Rydzek.

“It was an unbelievably 
tough race,” Frenzel said 

of his 40th career vic-
tory. “We both wanted to 
save energy for the deci-
sive stage.”

Frenzel holds a 
54-point lead over 
his German teamma-
te going into the last 
event. Even if Rydzek 
wins on Sunday, fourth 
place would be enough 
for Frenzel. AP

ExhAuStED beyond 
anything he’d felt in 
the ring, Gennady 
Golovkin could ba-

rely lift his collection of title 
belts.

Danny Jacobs thought they 
should have been in his pos-
session.

Golovkin outlasted Jacobs 
in a superb 12-round defen-
se of his middleweight titles 
Saturday night. Both fighters 
are knockout artists, yet this 
one went the distance — the 
first time GGG has not had a 
KO in 24 fights, and his first 
time going 12 rounds. The Ka-
zakh won 115-112 on two jud-
ges’ cards and 114-113 on the 
other. The AP had it 114-113 
for Golovkin.

“I give Gennady a 7 1/2 or an 
8 out of 10,” said his trainer, 
Abel Sanchez. “Daniel’s athle-
ticism was very strong toni-
ght. Gennady’s accuracy was 
not quite as pin-point.”

In by far the toughest fight 
of his stellar career, Golovkin 
often was stymied by Jacobs 
changing to a left-handed sty-
le. But a series of hard righ-
ts throughout the bout were 
enough — barely — to bring 
his record to 37-0.

“Daniel did a very good job,” 
Golovkin said. “Daniel is my 
favorite fighter. I can’t des-
troy him.”

He didn’t, unlike so many 
other opponents who felt the 
fury of GGG.

“I thought I won it by at least 
two rounds, minimum,” said 
Jacobs, nicknamed Miracle 
Man after he overcame bone 
cancer in 2011-12 to win 10 
straight fights. “I did feel like 
I had to win the 12th round to 
make sure.”

He won it on two of the three 
cards, but it wasn’t enough, 
perhaps because he was kno-
cked down in the fourth rou-
nd, which went to Golovkin 
10-8 on all three cards.

Still, with Madison Square 
Garden reverberating from 
chants of “Triple G” or “JA-
COBS,” no one could be sure 
of the outcome right until the 
final punch.

Gennady Golovkin (right) of Kazakhstan fights Daniel Jacobs during the seventh round of a middleweight boxing match

boxING

GGG outlasts Jacobs in close 
unanimous decision

“This is boxing, I need the 
decision,” the 34-year-old Go-
lovkin said. “I wasn’t thinking 
that I needed the 12th round 
to win the fight. This was my 
first test at 12 rounds. I nee-
ded a quality fight, not just 
the 12th round.”

Jacobs is 32-2 and lost his 
WBA crown to GGG in the 
HBO pay-per-view card.

Golovkin, a world cham-
pion since 2010, is 5-0 at the 
Garden, which he calls a “se-
cond home.” But Jacobs, from 
Brooklyn and, oddly, a repre-
sentative of the competing 
arena the Barclays Center, 
tested him more than anyone 
has.

Golovkin keeps his WBC and 
WBO crowns — the IBF belt 
was not at stake because Ja-
cobs skipped that organiza-

tion’s fight-day weigh-in. On 
the horizon for GGG could be 
that elusive meeting with Ca-
nelo Alvarez if the Mexican 
wins his fight in May against 
Julio Cesar Chavez Jr.

“Of course I am ready to fi-
ght Canelo. Of course I want 
that fight,” Golovkin said. “I 
am like an animal for that fi-
ght.”

But there’s another option, 
GGG admitted.

“I will give Danny Jacobs a 
chance for a rematch.”

Earlier, Thailand’s Srisaket 
Sor Rungvisai stunned pre-
viously unbeaten Roman 
“Chocolatito” Gonzalez, kno-
cking down the Nicaraguan 
in the first round, bloodying 
his face with an unintentional 
head-butt in the third, then 
winning a majority decision 

for the WBC super flyweight 
championship.

Both men went to the hos-
pital for observation after the 
vicious fight.

Even though Sor Rungvisai 
was docked a point in the si-
xth round for another head- 
butt — there were several in 
the brutal bout — he never 
backed off. He relentlessly at-
tacked the cut over the right 
eye of Gonzalez, who clearly 
was hampered by the blood 
streaming down his face. The 
challenger carried the fight in 
the eyes’ of the judges throu-
gh the latter rounds.

In only his second fight ou-
tside Asia, Sor Rungvisai im-
proved to 42-4-1 with 38 kno-
ckouts. Gonzalez, considered 
one of the best pound-for- 
pound fighters in the sport, is 

46-1.
One judge had the fight even 

at 113-113. The other two gave 
the Thai the nod 114-112 in 
the action-packed bout. 

A sellout crowd of 19,939 vi-
gorously booed the decision.

The AP had it 115-113 for 
Gonzalez, who has held some 
sort of world title since 2008.

Gonzalez went down from a 
hard right to the body in the 
opening round, but he then 
took charge — even after his 
face turned to a bloody mask 
in the middle rounds. Howe-
ver, Sor Rungvisai landed 
enough punches and moved 
well enough to keep in it.

And then, despite being ou-
tpunched decisively, with 
Gonzalez landing 441 to 284, 
the Thai got the surprise deci-
sion. MDT/AP
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1st casino in cape Verde opens 
Casino Royal, the first gaming venue in Cape Verde 

opened on Thursday on the island of Sal. The project 
is attached to the Hilton Hotel and cost 5 million eu-
ros, the Cape Verdean press reported.

The casino had been operating on an experimental 
basis since December 2016 and has 117 slot machi-
nes and 11 gaming tables. It is located on Avenida 
dos Hotéis in Santa Maria, Sal, the most popular is-
land for tourists on the archipelago.

The Cabo Verde General Gaming Inspectorate 
(IGJ) said on its website that the concession period 
of the Casino Royal is 25 years, with a period of ex-
clusivity of seven years in this gaming zone, starting 
from Thursday, the date of the official opening.

Since 2012 Cabo Verde has had five betting and ga-
ming areas, spread over the islands of Santiago, Sal, 
São Vicente, Boavista and Maio, with the latter three 
available for concession.

35-55
Good

40-60
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40-60
Moderate
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La La Land
We perceive as good and sound the idea that 

2017 will be the year best remembered both in 
Macau and Hong Kong for setbacks and ero-
sion in the judicial system, or alternatively in 
the perception that common people feed on 
things related to the Law rather than for their 
respective electoral cycles. At least we could 
point to the idea of togetherness!

Perhaps it is that singular “gestalt” eventually 
propelled by the March “two sessions” in Bei-
jing, or perhaps it is just the logical outcome of 
the strategy to contain the umbrella or localist 
drive in the Hong Kong Special Administra-
tive Region. It does not matter, indeed. The 
hard fact is the call of Hong Kong delegates 
to the “two meetings” to review the Basic Law 
in order, we presume, to curb or to reduce the 
number of foreign judges.

It is very hard to ignore the fact that the jai-
ling of the seven police officers considered 
guilty of an atrocious attack on a protester led 
to a campaign of anger at the Briton who pas-
sed the sentence. Understandably, we have 
to weigh and consider the future of the local 
system (Common Law), not only because of 
the criteria used to select judges but because 
of the very idea of a Privy Council surviving 
any judiciary entropy.

China’s preemptive ruling on the irregular 
oath-taking cases allegedly reddened Hong 
Kong Courts… but one would say it was a 
true constitutional and sovereign matter. Will 
a pre-compliance indicator be not used again? 

We sail now across the Pearl River Delta, 
and there is the sister SAR with its own judicial 
pains. Macau may no longer be candidly con-
cerned and sympathetic towards Hong Kong 
for judicial distresses. Ho Iat Seng voiced the 
pre-court news: the Standing Committee of 
the National People´s Congress said the new 
Land Law does not breach the Basic Law. 
Will Macau courts be blinded and ignore the 
preemptive interpretation of the Basic Law? 
Macau lawyers will adapt to the new situation, 
but the ruling would be hard on Gabriel Tong 
as the future Chief Executive-designated le-
gislator. Bye-bye Nam Van Lake.

The trial of Ho Chio Meng has all the ingre-
dients to spill to all corners! No wonder, we are 
talking about the Prosecutor General at the 
time of the infamous case of disgraced Secre-
tary for Transportation and Public Works, Ao 
Man Long. He is paying now a heavy sentence 
for corruption, but at the time, some commen-
tators speculated that the investigation could 
have gone wider and deeper, instead of choo-
sing antics within a closed circle offering fast 
results. We do repeat the investigation could 
have…; perhaps the mere hypothetical was…
Ho Chio Meng.

Today, answering to an alleged set of 1,500 
crimes, we do repeat 1,500 crimes, Ho must 
be facing a Back to the Future possibility. For-
get the petty contracts, the procurement, the 
alleged womanizing, the agarwood - we bet 
this one will be very tough to contain, and pro-
bably will be let go – amongst others, there 
is Ho Chio Meng’s lawyer. Leong Weng Pun 
pulled out of the case.

Now to final notes to highlight the new force 
operating under the Public Security Police, the 
much needed Tourist Police, and the opening 
of the new Centre for Chinese History and Cul-
ture at the UM. And of course about the “La La 
Land” movie from which we borrow the title to 
this column. 

It is possible to establish a parallel narrative 
whose transformative powers can change the 
landscape in South Guangdong through the 
integration of Macau and Hong Kong and the 
PRD into a cluster of cities. 

Rear Window 
Severo Portela

MyaNMar four men 
accused of involvement in 
the murder of a top legal 
adviser to myanmar leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi’s ruling 
party appeared in a yangon 
court on friday to hear 
the charges against them. 
three of the suspects 
are former army officers, 
fueling speculation the 
military was involved with 
the crime — an accusation 
it denies.

JaPaN the government 
held its first-ever drill Friday 
to protect citizens in case a 
ballistic missile is launched 
toward Japan. more 
than 100 residents were 
warned by loudspeakers 
of a possible missile threat 
and urged to seek shelter 
indoors because missile 
parts might fall. More on p13

russia About 4,000 
people have demonstrated 
in St. Petersburg to protest 
the handover of the city’s 
landmark St. Isaac’s 
Cathedral to the control 
of the Russian orthodox 
Church, which they see 
as a leader of social 
conservatism.

MalDives the maldives’ 
government said friday 
that Saudi Arabia’s king has 
postponed an official visit 
because of the spread of 
swine flu in the archipelago 
nation.

italy’s president, whose 
brother was murdered by 
Cosa Nostra, traveled on 
Sunday to an organized 
crime stronghold to honor 
hundreds of Italians slain by 
the country’s crime clans 
over the past decades. 
President Sergio mattarella 
also praised the judges, 
prosecutors, police officers, 
union leaders, businessmen 
and politicians who 
courageously combatted 
or denounced organized 
crime.

Peru the intense 
rains, overflowing rivers, 
mudslides and flooding 
being experienced in the 
country are the worst seen 
in two decades, Peruvian 
authorities said Saturday, 
affecting more than half 
the nation as the death toll 
since the beginning of the 
year hit 72. More on p14

Chuck Berry, rock ‘n’ 
roll’s founding guitar 

hero and storyteller who 
defined the music’s joy and 
rebellion in such classics as 
“Johnny B. Goode,” ‘’Sweet 
Little Sixteen” and “Roll 
Over Beethoven,” died Sa-
turday at his home west of 
St. Louis. He was 90.

Emergency responders 
summoned to Berry’s resi-
dence by his caretaker about 
12:40 p.m. found him unres-
ponsive, police in Missouri’s 
St. Charles County said in a 
statement. Attempts to revi-
ve Berry failed, and he was 
pronounced dead shortly 
before 1:30 p.m., police said.

Berry’s core repertoire was 
some three dozen songs, 
his influence incalculable, 
from the Beatles and the 
Rolling Stones to virtually 
any group from garage band 
to arena act that called itself 
rock ‘n roll.

While Elvis Presley gave 
rock its libidinous, hip
-shaking image, Berry was 
the auteur, setting the tem-
plate for a new sound and 
way of life.

“Chuck Berry was a rock 
and roll original. A gifted 
guitar player, an amazing 
live performer, and a skilled 
songwriter whose music and 
lyrics captured the essence 
of 1950s teenage life,” The 
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame 
said in a statement.

Well before the rise of Bob 
Dylan, Berry wedded social 
commentary to the beat and 
rush of popular music.

Berry, in his late 20s be-
fore his first major hit, cra-

fted lyrics that spoke to the 
teenagers of the day and 
remained fresh decades la-
ter. “Sweet Little Sixteen” 
captured rock ‘n’ roll fan-
dom, an early and inno-
cent ode to the young girls 
later known as “groupies.” 
‘’School Day” told of the 
sing-song trials of the clas-
sroom (“American history 
and practical math; you’re 
studying hard, hoping to 
pass...”) and the liberation 
of rock ‘n’ roll once the 
day’s final bell rang.

“Roll Over Beethoven” was 
an anthem to rock’s his-
tory-making power, while 
“Rock and Roll Music” was 
a guidebook for all bands 
that followed (“It’s got a 
back beat, you can’t lose it”). 
“Back in the U.S.A.” was a 
black man’s straight-faced 
tribute to his country at a 
time there was no guarantee 
Berry would be served at the 
drive-ins and corner cafes 
he was celebrating.

“Everything I wrote about 
wasn’t about me, but about 
the people listening,” he 
once said.

“Johnny B. Goode,” the 
tale of a guitar-playing 
country boy whose mother 
tells him he’ll be a star, 
was Berry’s signature song, 
the archetypal narrative 
for would-be rockers and 
among the most ecstatic 
recordings in the music’s 
history. Berry can hardly 
contain himself as the words 
hurry out (“Deep down Lou-
isiana close to New Orleans/
Way back up in the woods 
among the evergreens”) 

and the downpour of gui-
tar, drums and keyboards 
amplifies every call of “Go, 
Johnny Go!”

When NASA launched 
the unmanned Voyager I in 
1977, an album was stored 
on the craft that would ex-
plain music on Earth to ex-
traterrestrials. The one rock 
song included was “Johnny 
B. Goode.”

Charles Edward Anderson 
Berry was born in St. Louis 
on Oct. 18, 1926. As a child 
he practiced a bent-leg stri-
de that enabled him to slip 
under tables, a prelude to 
the duck walk of his adult 
years. His mother, like 
Johnny B. Goode’s, told him 
he would make it, and make 
it big.

A fan of blues, swing and 
boogie woogie, Berry stu-
died the very mechanics of 
music and how it was trans-
mitted. As a teenager, he 
loved to take radios apart 
and put them back together. 
Using a Nick Manoloff gui-
tar chord book, he learned 
how to play the hits of the 
time. He was fascinated 
by chord progressions and 
rhythms, discovering that 
many songs borrowed hea-
vily from the Gershwins’ “I 
Got Rhythm.”

On his 90th birthday last 
year, Berry disclosed that he 
would release his first new 
album in 38 years in 2017, 
titled simply: “Chuck.” The 
announcement said it wou-
ld be comprised primarily of 
new, original songs written, 
recorded and produced by 
him. MDT/AP

obItUARy

Rock ‘n’ roll legend 
Chuck Berry dies at 90
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