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Heavily polluting tanneries 
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GAMING 

Small-scale casino investor might be 
backed by Chinese government 

US Gunfire erupted 
inside a crowded 
nightclub early 
yesterday, killing one 
person and wounding 
more than a dozen 
others. There was no 
indication the shooting 
at the Cameo club was 
terrorism related, police 
said. Authorities also 
didn’t immediately have 
any suspects in the 1:30 
a.m. shooting on a busy 
weekend night.

PHILIPPINES
At least four people were 
killed and 23 others 
wounded in a grenade 
attack in the southern 
Philippines that appears 
to be unrelated to 
terrorism, officials said 
yesterday. More on p13

SINGAPORE Amos 
Yee, 18, a blogger from 
Singapore who was 
jailed for his online posts 
blasting his government, 
was granted asylum 
to remain in the United 
States, an immigration 
judge ruled.
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It is unusual 
for such 
a skinny 
company 
to come 
forward for an 
investment 
like this.

BEN LEE
IGAMIX MANAGING PARTNER

GAMING 

Small-scale casino investor might be 
backed by Chinese government
Daniel Beitler

AN Australian company 
with only AUD6 million 

(MOP36.6 million) in net as-
sets appears to be the favori-
te candidate of officials in the 
country’s Gold Coast area to 
build an AUD3 billion inte-
grated resort.

The Queensland local go-
vernment is consulting local 
communities over the possi-
bility of a second casino on 
the Gold Coast, but appears 
to favor ASF Group, which 
is suspected of being finan-
cially backed by the Chinese 
government.

“ASF says it has wealthy 
shareholders in China [but] 
the Australian Stock Ex-
change-listed company is 
a minnow,” noted a report 
by the Australian Broad-
casting Corporation, which 
broke the story on its ni-
ghtly current affairs pro-
gram, 7.30. “Its half-yearly 
report records revenue of 
AUD430,000.”

The report speculated that 
the Chinese government mi-
ght be a source of funding for 
ASF, through state-owned 
company China State Cons-
truction Engineering Corpo-
ration.

“It is unusual for such a 
skinny [undercapitalized] 
company to come forward 
for an investment like this,” 
Ben Lee, managing partner 
at IGamiX Management & 
Consulting, told the Times. 

“They [ASF Group] must 
have put forward the idea [to 
authorities] that they are ba-
cked by the Chinese govern-
ment.”

The mysterious deal has 
other unaddressed issues, 
including a lack of clarity on 
how many poker machines 
will be installed and who will 
operate the casino.

In an interview with 7.30, 
ASF Group director Lou-
is Chien was evasive when 
pressed for answers, respon-
ding that “projects of this 
size and scale are very com-
plex and therefore they have 
very complex commercial 
structures.”

ASF Group claims on its 
website that it is a “new dri-
ving force in strategic invest-

ment between China and 
Australia.”

“We facilitate two-way cross- 
border investment between 
Australia and China. So in 
essence, we are an invest-
ment incubator,” Chien said 
in the television report.

“We’re a tourist city: tourist- 
built, tourist-driven. This is 
the next tourist infrastructu-
re for the city. Why don’t we 
just get on with it?”

ASF is in talks with Queens-
land authorities to build a 
casino and residential pro-
ject, called the Broadwater 
Marine Project, adjacent to 
the Sheraton Mirage.

The report said ASF has 
been negotiating with Crown 
Resorts for more than a year, 
but has yet to reach an agree-
ment.

Chinese companies, espe-
cially those backed by the 
government, have embarked 
on an overseas investment 
program which includes 
mergers and acquisitions of 
non-Chinese corporations. 
In terms of worldwide in-
vestment, these companies 
have been targeting sectors 
such as technology, media 
and telecommunications, 
agriculture, energy and mi-

neral resources. 
The investment has sparked 

concerns over the strategic 
influence of the Chinese go-
vernment in other countries, 
especially in transportation 
infrastructure and financial 
institutions.

However, Lee believes the 
concerns may be unfounded. 

“Typically, anything that is 
considered a ‘national inte-
rest’ can be blocked,” he said, 
referring in particular to two 
separate bids last year for 
stakes in an Australian elec-
tricity distribution network 

and a collection of cattle ran-
ches comprising an area lar-
ger than South Korea.

“All it takes is an act of 
[the Australian] parliament 
to nationalize these indus-
tries,” he said, adding that 
“while they [the investors] 
might be compensated, not 
necessarily at the price they 
want.”

According to the Chi-
nese government, direct 
investment in Australia 
from China grew by more 
than 50 percent year- 
on-year in 2016 to AUD4.8 
billion. Much of this came 
with the backing or indirect 
financing of the Chinese go-
vernment, and targets key 
sectors such as real estate 
and transportation. Howe-
ver, aside from property and 
transportation, the Chinese 
have also expressed interest 
in ports and farms – and 
now casinos.

While gambling is officially 
illegal in China, the govern-
ment operates two lotteries 
and has, in principle, appro-
ved the idea of Hainan Pro-
vince as a “testing ground for 
China’s lottery and gambling 
industry”, with the potential 
for casino development.

Ben Lee

Cultural Affairs Bureau 
recovers valuable items 
Cooperating with other public departments, 
the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) has recovered 
several valuable items from the Lai Chi Vun 
shipyards area. The items include old adverts 
of the shipyards and tools used to build the 
boats. Two lots of the shipyards were already 
demolished due to safety concerns. As recently 
as the 1950s, the coastal villages were thriving 
in Macau. Historical accounts indicate that at 
that time there were around 10,000 fishermen 
and over 30 shipyards in Macau, many of them 
in Lai Chi Vun.

Health Bureau 
inspects Beijing 
Imperial Palace
The Health Bureau (SSM) said in a statement 
that it had issued requests to the management 
of the Beijing Imperial Palace site in Taipa, 
which was shut down in July 2016, following an 
inspection. According to the same statement, 
the inspection revealed garbage bags and areas 
with stagnant water were found on the outskirts 
of the hotel. Further investigation revealed that 
the refuse had been left by building security. 
The SSM requested that the security company 
properly dispose of garbage bags, as well as take 
action to prevent the breeding of mosquitoes. 
The topic was raised in a spoken enquiry 
by lawmaker Chan Hong at the Legislative 
Assembly last week. 

‘Musical Yoga’ concert 
to be held in April
The Macau Orchestra (OM) will present the 
concert “Weekend Music Party – Musical 
Yoga” on April 22 at 4 p.m. at the Dom Pedro 
V Theatre. The Cultural Affairs Bureau, which 
is supporting the event, said in a statement 
that the concert will fuse classical music with 
yoga. The concert will feature relaxing classical 
pieces such as the lively and simple “Canon in D 
Major” by Pachelbel, the graceful and tranquil 
“The Swan” by Saint-Saëns and Grieg’s fluid 
“Morning Mood”, which is reminiscent of an 
early morning in Morocco. The OM’s next 
concert in this series will be “Weekend Music 
Party - Memory of Youth”, which will be held 
on June 24 at the Dom Pedro V Theatre. 
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15 arrested in 
identity theft
scam
A group of 15 people were arrested 
in an identity theft scam, the 
Judiciary Police (PJ) reported, 
accused of forging applications in 
order to obtain more than MOP8 
million in illicit loans. Among the 
arrested persons is a bank manager, 
who allegedly falsified the loan 
applications and signed the paper 
work. For this, he reportedly received 
tens of thousands of patacas. 
Meanwhile, some of the others 
arrested were casino workers, who 
assumed the identity of business 
owners to apply for the loans. The 
scheme was put to an end when 
the bank became suspicious and 
investigated the missing funds, which 
totaled around MOP8.8 million. 
The PJ said that the investigation is 
ongoing and that other members of 
the group may still be apprehended.

 ‘Green 
Exchange’ to 
launch this 
Friday
The “Green Exchange,” an online 
environmental project matching 
platform, officially launches on 
March 31. The platform was jointly 
set up by the Macau Trade and 
Investment Promotion Institute 
(IPIM), the Guangdong Association 
of Environmental Protection 
Industry  and several other 
associations in an effort to boost the 
development of the region’s green 
economy. A statement released 
by IPIM noted that the “Green 
Exchange” would create more 
business opportunities and drive the 
technology transfer among Macau, 
the Pan-Pearl River Delta Region 
and other countries and regions. 
In particular, the platform would 
enable exchanges of advanced 
environmental technology with the 
EU. The launch will take place at 
5:45 p.m. at the Macau International 
Environmental Co-operation Forum 
and Exhibition 2017.

Creative Macau 
to hold photo 
exhibition
A photography exhibition by freelance 
photographer Ieong Man Pan, titled 
“99999”, is slated to launch this 
Thursday at Creative Macau. Ieong 
stated that the exhibition – which 
includes gambling chips, among its 
subjects – would reveal the strong 
culture of materialism in Macau. “It 
is about Macau, as the idea came 
from my observation after gambling 
[was] legalized. The series reflects 
the current state of Macau in my 
eyes,” said the photographer, as 
cited in a press release issued by 
Creative Macau. Ieong is currently 
building an online photo database of 
Macau, which will allow individuals 
and organizations to obtain high-
quality photographs of the region, 
as well as learn more about local 
photographers. The exhibition will 
run until April 29.  

Renato Marques

WO R L D W I D E 
ride-hailing com-
pany Uber is 
launching “Uber- 

Assist” in Macau today, a new 
function of its well-known mo-
bile app.

Designed to provide additio-
nal assistance to seniors and 
people with disabilities, Uber- 
Assist pairs passengers with 
“specialized” driver-partners. 
According to Uber Macau ge-
neral manager Trasy Lou Wal-
sh, these drivers have received 
special intensive training in 
meeting the needs of these pas-
sengers.

“The program serves several 
kinds of people, like those fa-
cing difficulty in walking or the 
visually impaired, people with 
disabilities, listening difficul-
ties, the elderly and pregnant 
ladies,” Walsh said during a 
meeting with the media.

To create “UberAssist,” the 
company partnered with social 
service organization Caritas 
Macau, which is also the chari-
ty outreach arm of the Diocese 
of Macau. The institution hel-
ped Uber design its specialized 
training course. 

Macau has joined the list of 
countries and territories that 
offer this kind of service, whi-
ch was already available in 
the neighboring SAR of Hong 
Kong.

Walsh said the idea of brin-
ging this program to Macau 
was “based on a census report 
from 2011 that stated there 
were over 12,000 disabled peo-
ple in Macau.”

“Through various associa-
tions, we [heard] that it is very 
hard to get them out of their 
homes and around Macau. 
We really hope to help them to 
achieve this,” she continued.

Walsh explained that the ser-
vice in Macau will operate di-
fferently from its Hong Kong 
counterpart, with a specific 
button to be added to the ride- 
sharing app instead of requi-
ring a promotional code. 

“UberAssist” will charge the 
same rates as Uber X, which is 
among the cheaper Uber ser-

 Macau joins 
the list of 
countries and 
territories that 
offer the service

Uber drivers with Trasy Walsh (center)

Uber launches service for people 
with disabilities, special needs 

vices. 100 out of the region’s 
3,000 registered Uber drivers 
will participate in the program 
when it launches, but Uber 
Macau claims it will be able to 
increase the number of “Uber- 
Assist” drivers if needed.

“We would like to see if 100 
drivers would be sufficient to 
take care of the disabled people 
in Macau. That’s what we are 
trying to find out. If we realize 
that the demand is really high, 
we probably have to train more 
drivers,” said Walsh, adding 
that the service will undergo a 
trial period of three to six mon-
ths in order to collect passen-
ger feedback and other data.

To improve data collection, 
the company will provide free 
rides to several associations 
representing people with diffe-
rent needs and disabilities.

“We are also offering a num-
ber of free rides to several as-

sociations in order for them to 
try the service and provide us 
feedback and opinions on how 
to improve,” Walsh said.

When questioned by the Ti-
mes on how to match passen-
gers’ needs with the appropria-
te driver, Walsh responded 
that all drivers are fully trained 
and possess the same skill set. 

Furthermore, she said, the 
Uber service requires a return 
call to the passenger to con-
firm the ride and pick-up point, 
during which “the passenger 
and driver can communicate 
those needs.”

“During training, Caritas hel-
ped a lot by providing us a map 
of locations that makes it easier 

for drivers to pick up passen-
gers; for example, those with 
visual challenges or in wheel-
chairs,” she said.

She added that the training 
course included instructions 
“on how to fold different types 
of wheelchairs, how to help 
disabled people into the car 
[and] simple sign language to 
communicate with people with 
listening difficulties, as well as 
how to pick up people with vi-
sual disabilities.”

Walsh said the training cour-
se has been ongoing since last 
June and that each driver must 
participate in a minimum of 10 
training sessions to qualify as 
an “UberAssist” driver.

business model is ‘quite different’ 
from radio taxi

COMMENTING ON the new 
Radio Taxi service, which has a 
number of vehicles designated for 
use by people with disabilities, 
Walsh said, “They are already 
running, but the numbers are 
really not sufficient to meet the 
market and it is also quite diffi-

cult for them to hire the drivers.” 
She added that Uber’s “business 
model is quite different”, explain-
ing that Uber does not have yet 
vehicles specially prepared for 
disabled people, but that they can 
offer a superior alternative thanks 
to Uber’s many skilled drivers.

Uber hopes gov’t to get ‘less 
inflexible’ with new service
UBER representatives hope their new “UberAssist” ser-

vice will encourage the government to support Uber in 
the territory, said Uber Macau general manager Trasy Lou 
Walsh.

Walsh added that Uber Macau has not yet approached the 
government to explain the service as it is only in its trial pe-
riod, but that it hopes the government will understand its 
importance.

“We hope this will lead the government to think that with 
the help of technology, we can help the people in Macau; not 
just the residents and tourists, but also people with disabi-
lities,” Walsh said at the event, which was also attended by 
the representative of an association that supports visually 
impaired people and two UberAssist drivers.

Wong Sio Ieng, an Uber passenger with a visual impair-
ment, shared that she had used Uber many times with the 
help of her son. She hopes that the new service will make it 
easier for her to secure rides when she needs them.

The drivers in attendance said that they were happy to be 
part of the program, as they both have elderly relatives or 
people with disabilities in their families. Both said they had 
experienced passengers’ gratitude firsthand, and agreed 
that the service can be a “win-win” situation for Uber as well 
as people that need easier ways to travel around Macau.
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Macau’s 
property market 
is crazy. People 
cannot invest 
here so they 
invest in Japan.

IVONE MAK
SALES MANAGER

XI
N

H
UA

Lynzy Valles

WITH the substantial de-
preciation of the Japanese 

yen, foreign investors have flo-
cked to Japanese properties in 
droves. 

As a result, Hong Kong based 
real estate company TY-Proper-
ty is eyeing Macau investors to 
purchase units in the land of the 
rising sun.

During the weekend, the com-
pany held a two-day exhibition 
promoting property investments 
in Japan and Thailand. 

Properties that were showcased 
during the exhibition were pri-
ced between HKD500,000 and 
HKD5 million.

During the sessions, speakers 
from the firm discussed both re-
gions’ economic status and how 
these affects property markets.

TY-Property, which also has of-
fice in Tokyo, first expressed an 
interest in serving investors from 
Macau last year, after having re-
ceived numerous phone calls and 
emails from potential buyers.

According to Mak, local pro-
perty investors are interested in 
acquiring units in Japan for in-
vestment purposes, particularly 
for usage with AirBnb.

Areas such as Minato-Ku, Chuo 
Ku, Roppongi and Ginza are es-
pecially favored, with investors 
seizing the opportunity to acqui-
re Japanese properties at a lower 
financial outlay before the yen 
bounces back.

TY-Property also observed that 
due to the rapid increase in tou-
rism in the Kansai area, there 
is always a strong demand for 
short-term rental properties in 

REAL ESTATE 

Company lures locals to 
Japanese, Thai properties 
the city. Investors have therefore 
spotted opportunities to provide 
guesthouses, which allow more 
frequent lettings as their rental 
is more competitive than hotels.

Yesterday, the company repor-
tedly closed almost 20 deals from 
local investors, which according 
to Mak, indicates high demand.

Since property investment in 
Macau could be problematic due 
to the staggering price of resi-
dential and commercial units in 
the region, some locals prefer to 
invest abroad.

“Macau’s property market is 
crazy. People cannot invest here 
so they invest in Japan […] and 
most importantly, the property 
price in Japan is not high,” Mak 
told the Times.

Investors could purchase a unit 
raging from 25 sqm to 30 sqm 
for HKD1 million in the heart of 
Tokyo, with a net yield of 4 to 5 
percent. 

When asked whether the com-
pany is also targeting investors 
from the mainland, Mak admi-
tted that attracting mainland 
clients remains a challenge, as 
mainland clients still cannot 
transfer significant amounts of 
money out of China.

However, the company plans to 
someday hold a similar property 

exhibition in the mainland.
Meanwhile, around 10 percent 

of TY-Property’s sales are from 
Macau residents. 

Although the property firm cur-
rently has no branches in Macau, 
they plan to establish one in the 
region due to high demand. 

Mak remarked that locals need 
further encouragement to invest 
abroad, unlike in Hong Kong, 
where residents are keen on in-

vesting in both properties and 
stocks. 

“Macau has a big market here 
but we need to take more time 
because […] Macau people want 
to look, study and they take more 
time to know about the [invest-
ment],” Mak observed.

TY-Property saw a slight in-
crease in demand after Japan 
legalized gambling, as well as 
the announcement of the upco-

ming 2020 Summer Olympics in 
Tokyo.

Meanwhile, while property ac-
quired in Japan is often used as 
an investment, investors in the 
Thai property market tend to de-
signate units for personal use. 

Many investors see the market 
price in Thailand as attractive. 
A 35 sqm condominium or resi-
dential unit costs around HKD1 
million, with a yield of around 5 
to 9 percent on average.

Despite the region’s political cri-
sis, property experts noted that 
housing prices are still rising, 
along with the demand for rental.

Mak foresees a higher number 
of local investors in the Japanese 
property market due to the low yen. 
According to her, it is a good time 
for interested investors to explore 
Japan as a market for investments. 

TY-Property also provides ser-
vices such as interior design and 
management arrangement for 
property selection.

The company plans to host a 
property exhibition every month 
in Macau. 

INDUSTRIAL experts 
and officials believe that 

the “Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macau Greater Bay 
Area” will drive economic 
development in southern 
China.

According to the annual 
government work report 
in 2017, China will draw 
up a plan for the develo-
pment of a city cluster in 
the Greater Bay Area, give 
full play to the distinctive 
strengths of Hong Kong 
and Macau, and elevate 
their positions and roles 
in the country’s economic 
development and opening 
up.  

Recently addressed in 
the 13th Five-Year Plan 
(2016-2020), the idea of 
building a Greater Bay 
Area is not new. It is an 
updated version of pre-
vious regional develop-
ment initiatives, such as 
the Pearl River Delta and 
the Pan-Pearl River Delta.  

The “delta initiative” 

The HK-Zhuhai-Macau bridge is nearing completion 

Greater Bay Area to drive economic 
development, say experts

focuses on driving main-
land development, while 
the “bay area initiative” 
stresses external links and 
grabbing a commanding 
position in the global in-
dustry chain, said Sun 
Bushu, vice head of a city 
study institute in southern 
China.  

“The Greater Bay Area 
covers less than one per-
cent of the country’s land 
area and its population 
accounts for less than five 
percent of the total. Howe-
ver, it [has] created 13 per-
cent of the nation’s GDP in 
2015,” said Wu Sikang, an 
official with the Shenzhen 

municipal government.
The Greater Bay Area 

will include Hong Kong, 
Macau and nine cities 
in south China’s Guang-
dong Province, namely 
Guangzhou, Shenzhen, 
Zhuhai, Dongguan, Hui-
zhou, Zhongshan, Foshan, 
Zhaoqing and Jiangmen.

The “bay area initiative” 
is based on natural geo-
graphical conditions and 
has taken a leading role in 
economic reform. It fea-
tures an open economic 
structure, highly effective 
resource allocation and 
advanced international 
communication network.  

The world’s top “bay area 
initiatives,” such as Bay 
Area near San Francisco, 
feature developed servi-
ce industries, major glo-
bal financial centers and 
transportation junctions, 
said Guo Wanda, executi-
ve vice president with the 
China Development Insti-
tute. MDT/Xinhua

THE Macau Live Poul-
try Dealer Association, 

an association to protect 
the interests of live pou-
ltry dealers, claims that 
they have not been con-
tacted by the government 
in relation to promised 
subsidies. 

The government had 
promised subsidies to af-
fected traders after the 
ban on the live poultry 
trade was continued for 
public safety, due to an 
outbreak in avian influen-
za in mainland China. 

“It’s been almost two 
months already and they 
still haven’t made up their 
mind in terms of any po-
licy-making decisions,” 
said association member 
Leong Meng Lap, accor-
ding to a TDM report. 

“Why don’t they first give 
us some subsidy? It’s not 
too much to ask for, is it? 
At least for our families’ 
sake, for our children’s 
sake – a few hundred hou-
seholds, including mine, 
are affected.”

Live poultry dealers claim 
‘zero subsidies’ received

The live poultry trade 
was suspended for three 
days earlier this year, be-
ginning January 26. The 
suspension was renewed 
last week and will persist 
until authorities identify 
the cause of the influenza 
outbreak.

The association said that 
although they received 
subsidies during the initial 
suspension, they have since 
received “zero subsidies.”

The problem is compou-
nded, its members say, 
as Secretary for Adminis-
tration and Justice Sonia 
Chan has indicated the 
ban may become perma-
nent.

The workers’ association 
also complained that the 
government was mislea-
ding the public by saying 
that residents now prefer 
to buy frozen poultry over 
live chicken. 

“All of us live poultry 
dealers strongly oppose 
this lie. We are furious 
and it’s ridiculous,” said 
Leong.
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THE Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC) has issued a statement 

confirming that an inauguration 
ceremony will be held on Thur-
sday (March 30) for the newly- 
revamped Cinematheque Pas-
sion, which will open to the pu-
blic the following day.

The ceremony will feature the 
screening of three short films 
by local Macau directors Tracy 
Choi, Chao Koi Wang and An-
tónio Faria, with “Cinemathe-
que” as the overarching theme.

The cinema house, located at 
Travessa da Paixão No. 13, is 
a three-storey multifunctional 
building that offers film scree-
nings, local video storage, and a 
lending library for film journals 
and books. Local film materials 
and videos, periodicals and 
magazines are available for re-
sidents in the film information 
room on the first floor.

Operated by CUT Ltd., Cine-
matheque Passion will promote 
film culture in the city, particu-
larly Macau films. Locals and 
tourists will be able to use the 
facility and enjoy local and in-
ternational films.

Each month, the cine-
ma house will host different 

Cinematheque Passion to be 
inaugurated this week

thematic film festivals or 
programs, such as the “Di-
rector-in-Focus” program. 
According to the IC statement, 
two or three international fil-
ms will also premiere in Macau 
every month.

For two weekends each mon-
th, local shorts or feature-leng-
th films will be screened at the 
Cinematheque under the “Dis-
cover Macau: Local Indies Re-
visited” program.

“For the first month, April, we 
will be focusing on local talent 
and showcasing works from 
Macau over the last 20 years. 
These include short films, whi-
ch are very popular in Macau, 
and feature-length films,” Al-
bert Chu, chairman of the CUT 
association – affiliated with 
CUT Ltd. – told the Times in an 
interview earlier this month.
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THE new Radio Taxi Service 
Company will officially laun-

ch on April 1 with an eight-year 
license. The new service has been 
running on a trial basis. 

The first phase of the new ser-
vice launch will deploy 50 special 
taxis, including 10 large six-or 
seven-seater taxis and five taxis 
intended for people with mobili-
ty restrictions.

According to the Transport Bu-
reau (DSAT), the service may be 
booked via phone call, mobile 
application or online.

During the months of prepa-
ration, DSAT reportedly inspec-
ted the vehicles as well as the 
training session, which was con-
ducted for the drivers to ensure 
efficient operation of the service.

Apart from the normal rules 
established by the government 
for the radio taxis, the new taxis 
are said to include free Wi-Fi 
access for passengers, among 
other services.

TRANSPORTATION 

Special taxis to launch 
operations with 50 cars

The DSAT said these taxis would 
charge a meter-based fare. A call 
fee of MOP5 will be added to the 
base fare, unless the booking is 
made at least an hour in advance.

Riders may pay by cash, Ma-
cau Pass or the “Quick Pass” 
system of Bank of China or In-
dustrial and Commercial Bank 
of China.

The Macau government also 
stated that they will monitor the 
service, particularly the number 
of vehicles in operation and the 
phone call pick-up ratio, accor-
ding to the concession contract, 
which states fines and penalties 
that can lead to the concession’s 
termination.

The DSAT also noted that the-
re are currently 14 pick-up areas 
for radio taxis. More areas are 
expected to be established soon. 
An additional 50 taxis have been 
granted to the company, which 
will progressively be added to the 
program within a year. RM 
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 Amaya is 
hoping as many 
as seven U.S. 
states legalize 
online wagering, 
a jump from 
three now

corporate bits

MGM Macau, together with 
17 properties under MGM Re-
sorts International in the United 
States, participated in the glo-
bal observance of Earth Hour 
on March 25 by switching off 
its non-essential lighting for an 
hour to raise awareness of cli-
mate change. 

mgm macau participates in earth hour 

This included MGM Macau’s 
exterior lighting such as its illu-
minated signboard, façade floo-
dlights and LED screen at the 
North-East casino entrance.

All treatment rooms at Tria 
Spa were also powered off and 
illuminated with ambience can-
dles.

Wynn Palace has been na-
med the Best Luxury Hotel 
in Macau at the 10th Annual 
TTG China Travel Awards 
2017, an event which recog-
nizes the best of the travel in-
dustry in Greater China. 

Among Wynn Palace’s fea-
tures are 1,706 furnished 
rooms, suites and villas, lar-
ge-scale floral displays, an 
extensive art collection, ver-
satile meeting facilities and 
the Spa at Wynn Palace.

Wynn Palace is also home 
to renowned luxury retailers 
and assorted gourmet dining 
outlets. 

Each facet of the integrated 
resort promises visitors an 
indulgent escape, delivered 
with Wynn’s signature atten-
tion to detail and dedicated 
service, said Wynn Palace in 
a press release.

Organized by TTG China, 

wynn palace named macau’s best 
luxury hotel

travel and tourism organiza-
tions, and offers the most co-
veted and influential awards 
in the region’s travel industry 
since its inception in 1989.

According to a statement is-
sued by MGM Resorts Inter-
national, the gaming operator 
– which includes MGM Macau 
– has saved more than 140 
million kilowatt hours of energy 
in the past five years, which is 
equivalent to 73,000 metric tons 
of greenhouse gas emissions.

The observance of Earth Hour 
is part of MGM’s Go Green 
Campaign, an internal two- 
week event promoting environ-
mental protection, which runs 
from March 20 to April 3. The 
campaign will also include a “Go 
Green Fair,” with fun games, pri-
zes and environmental program 
information for employees to get 
involved in; a marine conversa-
tion talk educating employees 
on the importance of responsib-
le waste and recycling habits to 
protect marine life; a tree plan-
ting and maintenance exercise; 
and a beach cleaning activity.

the TTG China Travel Awards 
is modeled after the annual 
flagship TTG Travel Awards. 
The TTG Travel Awards ho-
nors the best in Asia Pacific 

Sandrine Rastello

IN his first year as chief execu-
tive of online gambling com-

pany Amaya Inc., Rafi Ashkena-
zi has made careful moves. Now 
his appetite for risk is growing.

Promoted after founder David 
Baazov stepped down amid in-
sider trading charges and poor 
earnings performance, Ashke-
nazi has focused on paying 
down debt, installing a new ma-
nagement team and lessening 
the company’s exposure to the 
unstable online-poker business. 
His pragmatic style of mana-
gement has helped him regain 
investors’ confidence, with the 
stock up 31 percent since he 
took the helm as interim CEO 
last March.

This summer, the world’s lar-
gest online-poker company will 
have money to spend after fi-
nishing paying for its USD4.9 
billion purchase of sites PokerS-
tars and Full Tilt, a deal stru-
ck in 2014 under Baazov. That 
means the Pointe-Claire, Que-
bec, company will be on the 
hunt for deals.

“We are very open to acqui-
sitions generally,” Ashkenazi, 
42, said in an interview at an 
Amaya office outside Toronto. 
He’s now recruiting someone to 
focus on M&A, with the “highest 
priority” on sports betting.

Unlike his predecessor Baazov, 
the creative force behind Amaya 
who made bold wagers on deals, 
Ashkenazi is an engineer by tra-
de who got hands-on experien-
ce in stints as chief operating 
officer at gaming companies 
like Playtech Plc and Rational 
Group Ltd., the PokerStars ow-
ner Amaya acquired.

Now, with Baazov no longer 
attempting to take the company 
private, Ashkenazi is firmly in 
control. He has hired people to 
head the casino and sports divi-
sion and is close to choosing a 
new chief financial officer. He’s 
even going to propose changing 
Amaya’s name, he said, without 
disclosing the new moniker.

“I’m far more driven by ma-

Rafi Ashkenazi

PokerStars owner Amaya eyes 
acquisitions after trying period 

naging actively risks,” he said. 
“I always plan for the worst and 
I always try to be ahead of the 
curve.”

One risk is poker. The busi-
ness has been in decline since 
the U.S. outlawed online-ga-
ming companies and profes-
sional card players started 
elbowing out amateurs. The 
market peaked at $3.3 billion 
in 2010 and now accounts for 
6.2 percent of all global inte-
ractive gambling, down from 17 
percent in 2006, according to 
consulting firm H2 Gambling 
Capital.

Acquisitions could boost 
Ashkenazi’s efforts to diversify 
beyond poker to faster-growing 
businesses. The game made up 
70 percent of the company’s to-
tal revenue in the fourth quar-
ter compared with 78 percent a 
year earlier, while the share of 
online casino games and sports 
book rose to 26 percent from 17 
percent.

“Amaya has done well to per-
suade their poker players to 

try their casino product,” said 
Warwick Bartlett, chief execu-
tive officer of Global Betting & 
Gaming Consultants, based in 
the Isle of Man. “The sports-
book has been less successful 
and faces a competitive market 
where the majors have estab-
lished significant volume and 
price efficiency.”

Even with a healthier balance 
sheet, it may still be too early 
for Ashkenazi to go on an ac-
quisition spree. Amaya’s long- 
term outstanding debt at the 
end of 2016 was $2.5 billion, 
and its net debt to earnings ra-
tio stood at 4.4, meaning “any 
sizable acquisition would likely 
require equity,’’ Maher Yaghi, 
an analyst at Desjardins Capi-
tal Markets, wrote in a note last 
week.

There is also the matter of re-
conciling past missteps in its 
sports business, which Ashke-
nazi said included launching a 
web platform before it was rea-
dy, focusing marketing efforts 
on consumers who were new to 

sports betting instead of estab-
lished sporting gamblers, and 
choosing to debut in the com-
petitive U.K. market. Now Zeno 
Ossko, the managing director of 
its BetStars online sports-bet-
ting division, is “changing it,” 
he said.

“2017 will also be to a large ex-
tent the continuing transitional 
year for us, but probably from 
the second half of this year, I 
can be much more focused on 
finding ways to grow the com-
pany, not necessarily organi-
cally,” Ashkenazi said.

In his short time as CEO, 
Ashkenazi has already found 
himself at the M&A betting ta-
ble. Amaya considered a merger 
with William Hill Plc in a deal 
that would have created the 
world’s largest online gaming 
business. 

The companies ended talks af-
ter U.K. activist investor Parvus 
Asset Management opposed the 
union. But Ashkenazi said he 
hasn’t ruled out the possibility 
of playing the hand again.

“You can never say that any-
thing is dead,” Ashkenazi said. 
“Sometimes companies need 
time to reflect before they reen-
gage in discussions.” He added 
that he believes William Hill is 
a “great company with a great 

brand” and it would be a “very 
good merger.” A William Hill 
spokesman declined to com-
ment.

Beyond M&A, Amaya is ho-
ping as many as seven U.S. sta-
tes legalize online wagering, a 
jump from three now. Further 
out, Ashkenazi’s “big diamond” 
is California. The company is 
also fighting an $870 million 
fine in Kentucky for allegedly 
violating the state’s anti-gam-
bling laws.

On the federal U.S. front, for-
ces are still aligned against on-
line wagering. Las Vegas Sands 
Corp. CEO Sheldon Adelson 
opposes it, and Republican 
senators and congressmen 
may again sponsor legislation 
banning it. Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions said during his 
confirmation hearing that he 
was against the reinterpretation 
of the Wire Act that allowed on-
line bets.

Amaya is also preparing to pull 
out of Australia in the wake of 
legislation making foreign on-
line poker companies illegal. In 
essence, only operators holding 
a license in Australia can offer 
their products to Australians. 
To make up for that loss and 
boost poker growth in coming 
years, the company is entering 
new international markets, pa-
ring down the perks of profes-
sional players to bring casual 
players back, and targeting new 
audiences such as video-game 
players.

Still, Ashkenazi feels he’s mo-
ved away from the company’s 
most trying times.

“The changes that we went 
through in 2016 were quite dra-
matic,” Ashkenazi said. “Now I 
can focus myself on the future 
of the company.” Bloomberg
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Police stand near members of the Chinese community as they wait for the arrival of 
Chinese Premier Li Keqiang

Brazil hails victory as 
China, Chile and Egypt 
lift meat ban 

BRAZIL’S under-fire 
meat industry received a 

major boost as China, Chile 
and Egypt began lifting res-
trictions on imports from 
the Latin American country.

Agriculture Minister Blai-
ro Maggi announced Chi-
na’s “total reopening of the 
market for Brazilian meat” 
in a statement released Sa-
turday by the ministry’s 
press office. “This testifies 
categorically to the solidity 
and quality of the Brazilian 
sanitary system and is a vic-
tory for our exporting capa-
city,” he wrote. Chile and 
Egypt also confirmed chan-
ges to their bans.

Operation Weak Flesh, 
the Brazilian police investi-
gation into allegations that 
inspectors were bribed to 
approve the sale of tainted 
meat, dealt a body blow to 
the country’s agricultural 
industry. Brazil accounts for 
about 20 percent of global 
beef exports and almost 40 
percent of chicken exports. 
Twenty-five countries put 
some kind of restriction 
on Brazilian meat imports 
in the wake of the scandal. 

The first available data from 
the Trade Ministry showed 
meat exports plunged 99.9 
percent from the daily ave-
rage to USD74,000.

China, including Hong 
Kong, is the biggest export 
market for Brazilian meat, 
buying about a third of the 
$5.5 billion of beef shi-
pped from Latin America’s 
largest economy last year, 
according to the meat ex-
porters’ group Abiec. Hong 
Kong and Macau’s restric-
tions on Brazilian meat re-
main in place.

According to the ministry 
of agriculture, China’s ban 
on Brazilian products will 
be suspended from today, 
with the exception of meat 
processed in 21 plants still 
under investigation by Bra-
zilian authorities. Fifty-se-
ven Brazilian meat-proces-
sing plants will be able to 
send their goods to China 
as they did before March 
19, when Chinese customs 
stopped accepting all Bra-
zilian meat imports for ins-
pection, in accordance with 
a government order. 
MDT/Bloomberg 

CHINA’S premier has arri-
ved in New Zealand for high- 

level talks at a time that both 
countries are pushing to expand 
free trade.

Premier Li Keqiang arrived at 
Wellington Airport yesterday, 
where he was greeted at the mi-
litary terminal by New Zealand 
Prime Minister Bill English.

The premier stepped off his 
plane, gave a quick wave toward 
media and then stepped into a 
waiting car. His motorcade left 
for Premier House where he was 
attending a dinner.

As the motorcade left the air-
port, the premier was greeted by 
Chinese well-wishers wearing 
red shirts and holding banners 
and the flags of both China and 
New Zealand. Unlike on some 
previous visits by Chinese lea-
ders, there weren’t any visible 
protesters.

Li plans to be in the country 
until Wednesday. As well as a 
bilateral meeting with English, 
the premier is planning to visit a 
factory and view a photography 
exhibition.

The premier traveled to New 
Zealand after visiting Austra-
lia, where he warned against 

protectionism and said China 
wanted to expand its trading re-
lationship.

New Zealand has also been 
pushing to expand free trade. 
Last week English announced 
a goal to have free trade agree-
ments cover 90 percent of ex-
ports by 2030, up from just over 
50 percent at the moment.

As part of that plan, New 
Zealand will spend tens of 
millions of dollars opening a 
new embassy in Ireland, a new 
high commission in Sri Lanka, 
and targeting barriers it consi-
ders are holding back trade.

The approach from China and 

New Zealand stands in contrast 
to that of the U.S., where Presi-
dent Donald Trump has pulled 
out of a planned Pacific free-tra-
de agreement and has expres-
sed skepticism about other such 
agreements.

China and Australia represent 
New Zealand’s largest export 
markets. China buys huge quan-
tities of milk powder from New 
Zealand, which is used in high- 
end infant formula.

China and New Zealand signed 
a free-trade agreement in 2008. 
English said recently the agree-
ment is working well but needs 
some fine-tuning. AP

Premier Li arrives in 
New Zealand for talks  
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Carrie Lam declares her victory in the chief executive election of Hong Kong 

pro-democracy protesters against 
‘fake election’

HUNDREDS OF protest-
ers - including some pro-Beijing 
demonstrators, waving national 
flags - were separated from the 
convention center by scores of 
police officers and barricades. One 
pro-democracy group unfurled a 
huge banner proclaiming “I want 
genuine universal suffrage” from 
Lion Rock, which overlooks Hong 

Kong’s Victoria Harbor. “It’s a fake 
election,” said protester Ng Chi-
fai, 52, who was concerned that 
Lam would follow in Leung’s foot-
steps. “I believe Hong Kong people 
will be upset by this and will be 
more united to oppose her.” There 
were some scuffles with police of-
ficers during a protest against the 
chief executive election. 

Kelvin Chan, Hong Kong

THE candidate favored 
by China’s Communist 
leadership was chosen 
as Hong Kong’s new 

leader yesterday, in the first 
such vote since huge pro-de-
mocracy protests erupted over 
the city’s election system in 
2014.

A committee dominated by 
pro-Beijing elites selected Car-
rie Lam, the Hong Kong gover-
nment’s former No. 2 official, 
as the financial hub’s chief 
executive. Lam received 67 
percent of the vote and will be-
come Hong Kong’s first female 
leader and its fourth since Bri-
tish colonial control ended in 

1997.
China’s leaders had lobbied 

behind the scenes for the 
59-year-old Lam, so her vic-
tory came as no surprise. After 
the votes were counted, she 
bowed to the crowd and shook 
hands with the second-place 
finisher, former Finance Se-
cretary John Tsang.

Some pro-democracy su-
pporters in the official seating 
area yelled slogans and held 
up a yellow umbrella, the sym-
bol of the 2014 protests, as the 
results were announced. The 
elite election committee was at 
the root of the protests as ac-
tivists decried the lack of a di-
rect choice by Hong Kong’s 3.8 
million registered voters.

Lam is an efficient and prag-
matic administrator, but is 
unpopular with Hong Kongers 
because she’s seen as a proxy 
for Beijing and out of touch 
with ordinary people. Tsang, 
in contrast, is highly popular 
because of his easygoing per-
sona and deft use of social me-
dia. He has been nicknamed 
“Pringles” or “Uncle Chips” 
in Cantonese for his signature 
mustache that draws compari-
sons to the snack food mascot. 
His followers call themselves 
“small potatoes.”

Lam received 777 of the 1,163 
votes. Tsang got 365 votes, 
or 31 percent, while the third 
candidate, retired judge Woo 
Kwok-hing, had 21 votes.

As the next leader of the 
Asian financial center, Lam 
will inherit a city split by po-
litical divisions and saddled 
with sluggish economic grow-
th. Many fear that Beijing is 
tightening control and under-
mining the “one country, two 
systems” framework that gua-
rantees Hong Kong high auto-
nomy. Those fears have been 
amplified by cases in recent 

years such as five booksellers 
secretly detained on the main-
land and a Chinese tycoon’s 
mysterious disappearance.

Lam’s ability to soothe ten-
sions relies on how much pu-
blic support she can gain.

“My priority will be to heal 
the divide and to ease the frus-
trations and to unite our socie-
ty to move forward,” she said 

at a news conference after the 
results were announced.

Lam said she would not im-
mediately revive attempts to 
revamp the electoral system, 
a potential political flashpoint 
that could rekindle protests 
by pro-democracy supporters. 
She said she wanted to focus 
on other more pressing issues 
such as housing, education 
and health care.

“There is a serious divide in 
Hong Kong, so why don’t we 
start with the easier subjects 
and try to reach consensus” on 
how to tackle those other pro-
blems first, she said.

Lam will take office on July 
1, succeeding current leader 
Leung Chun-ying, who cited 
family reasons when he ruled 
out a second term. Political 
analysts suspect Beijing asked 
Leung, a highly polarizing fi-
gure, to step aside for someo-
ne better liked.

Members of the Hong Kong’s 
election committee include ty-
coons like Li Ka-shing, Hong 
Kong’s richest person. They 
represent industry and trade 
groups such as finance, ac-
counting, real estate and tex-
tiles. Most support China’s 
Communist leaders and are 
expected to vote according to 
their wishes.

Hong Kong lawmakers, lo-
cal councilors and delegates 
to China’s rubber-stamp par-
liament also have votes, and 
some 326 seats, mostly in the 
education, legal, health and so-
cial welfare sectors, are held by 
pro-democracy supporters. AP

No surprise: Beijing’s pick Lam 
chosen as Hong Kong’s leader 

I always say she’s [Lam] more 
pragmatic,” Lui Che-woo, the 

billionaire founder of Galaxy 
Entertainment Group, told re-
porters before voting. “She has 
a practical and realistic style. 
Hong Kong must rely on this 
kind of people.”

Carrie Lam has held about 
20 positions over 36 years, in-
cluding a 2007-12 stint as de-
velopment secretary when she 
persuaded villagers to relocate 
to make way for new projects. 
As Leung’s top deputy, she was 

known for championing Chi-
na’s policy goals without inspi-
ring the same animosity from 
the opposition as her boss.

That reputation took a hit 
during a December trip to Bei-
jing, when Lam - who was then 
mulling a run - announced plans 
to build a Hong Kong offshoot 
of China’s Palace Museum. The 
surprise move prompted a ba-
cklash with lawmakers accu-
sing her of failing to consult the 
public about the project or her 
choice of architect.

Lui Che-woo says Lam 
is ‘more pragmatic’

 
My priority 
will be to heal 
the divide and 
to ease the 
frustrations and 
to unite our 
society to move 
forward.

CARRIE LAM
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We tell brands 
and retailers 
what they may 
not, but should, 
know about 
those with 
whom they do 
business.

E. BENJAMIN SKINNER
FOUNDER OF TRANSPARENTEM

Martha Mendoza, Julhas Alam

HAZARDOUS, heavily pollu-
ting tanneries, with workers 

as young as 14, supplied leather to 
companies that make shoes and 
handbags for a host of Western 
brands, a nonprofit group that in-
vestigates supply chains says.

The report by New York-based 
Transparentem, released to The 
Associated Press on Friday, didn’t 
say leather from the tanneries 
ends up in American and Euro-
pean companies’ products, only 
that the manufacturers of some of 
those goods receive it.

Some companies say they’re cer-
tain the leather used to make their 
products was imported from ou-
tside Bangladesh, and the manu-
facturers concur. Still, in respon-
se to the report most brands had 
switched factories, banned Ban-
gladesh leather or demanded im-
provements and audits.

The abuses alleged have long 
plagued Hazaribagh, a Dhaka nei-
ghborhood that’s the hub of Ban-
gladesh’s leather industry with 
more than 150 tanneries. The air 
is noxious with an eye-stinging 
rotten-egg odor, and children 
play on small hills of rotting hide 
trimmings. The Buriganga River, 
a source of drinking water for 
180,000 people, shimmers with 
poisons from tannery chemical 
runoff, as well as other human 
and industrial waste.

The USD1 billion-a-year indus-
try was ordered to shut down and 
move more than 15 years ago, but 
deadlines have passed without 
consequence and fines go unpaid. 
Last week, Bangladesh’s High 
Court told authorities to stop 
supplying gas, water and elec-
tricity to the tanneries. Rawhide 
supplies have also been ordered 
halted.

And yet they’re still in business, 
fueled by consumer demand for 
ever-more-stylish but low-priced 
wallets and boots. Transparen-
tem uses investigative journalism 
practices to tackle labor and en-
vironmental abuses, producing 
detailed reports that are privately 
shared with companies involved. 
The group gives companies time 
to respond before sharing its fin-
dings with investors, regulators, 

Report examines grim Bangladesh 
leather trade, links to West 

advocacy organizations or jour-
nalists.

Its confidential Hazaribagh re-
port and accompanying video, 
shared late last year with about 
a dozen U.S. and European 
brands and companies, showed 
workers at five different tanneries 
bent double under the weight of 
soaking wet cow hides, shuffling 
past heavy machinery delivering 
heavy loads. Workers are seen 
whipping handheld razors throu-
gh leather, tossing off loose trim-
mings. Barrels of chemicals lean 
against walls. The floor is wet, and 
some workers are barefoot.

Bangladesh law prohibi-
ts workers under 18, but some 
appeared to be teenagers. The 
report says that in 2015, a mother 
confirmed her child working in 
a tannery was 14. Footage from 
2016 showed the child was still 
working there. On the video, a 
17-year-old told the videographer 
his age. And there’s 2016 foota-
ge of two workers agreeing that 
15-year-olds are onsite.

Transparentem is not pub-
lishing its findings but showed 
the video to an AP reporter befo-
re sharing the report. It said the 
discretion was needed to protect 
its investigators and the workers, 
and that the research is ongoing.

The nonprofit said its Hazariba-
gh team tracked leather first-hand 
and with corporate reports from 
two tanneries, Apex Tannery Ltd. 
and Bay Tannery Ltd., to Bangla-
deshshoemakers Apex Footwear 
and Bay Footwear. Apex Tannery 
also sent leather to South Korean 
leather dealer White Industries, 
said the report. From White, 
Transparentem tracked leather to 
Simone Accessories, a South Ko-
rean handbag maker.

Using customs records and bu-
siness documents, they found 
those factories make shoes and 
purses for Clarks, Coach, Kate 
Spade, Macy’s, Michael Kors, 
Sears, Steven Madden and Tim-
berland. Also included were Ger-
many-based Deichmann, a shoe 
and sportswear chain, and two 
U.S. firms — Harbor Footwear 
Group and Genesco — which de-
sign and market shoes in even 
more brands.

No one followed a piece of lea-

ther produced by a child to a par-
ticular purse or shoe.

E. Benjamin Skinner, founder 
and principal of Transparentem, 
said the group investigates ende-
mic problems within an industry, 
and looked into Apex and Bay be-
cause they are among the largest.

“We tell brands and retailers 
what they may not, but should, 
know about those with whom they 
do business. This gives them the 
opportunity to use their influen-
ce with their suppliers to address 
questionable activity and advance 
positive action,” Skinner said.

The American and European 
brands that responded to queries 
from the AP stated their commit-
ments to prevent labor abuse in 
manufacturing. But some brands, 
the Bangladeshi companies invol-
ved and industry officials dispu-
ted the report’s findings.

“That NGO went to our buyers 
too,” said Shahin Ahmed, chair-
man of the Bangladesh Tanners’ 
Association. “They showed them 
some video clips of child workers 
who are engaged in manufactu-
ring some byproducts. [...] They 
are no way part of the main in-
dustry, I can challenge anybody.”

Syed Nasim Manzur, managing 
director of Apex Footwear and 
a director at the Apex Tannery, 
calls Hazaribagh “an environ-
mental disaster” and said they’ll 
soon close their plant there. But 
he said the report is a “smear 
campaign,” allegations of child la-
bor are unsubstantiated, and Ha-
zaribagh leather doesn’t end up in 

exported products.
Manzur said Apex Footwear 

and Apex Tannery are separate 
entities, although they have some 
owners in common and are asso-
ciated businesses. He said Apex 
Footwear has two separate shoe- 
making factories, one for local 
markets and another, across the 
street, for exports. The Hazariba-
gh leather goes only to the local 
factory, he said.

Bay Footwear technical adviser 
Rezaur Rahman, speaking for 
Bay Group, which includes their 
tannery, called Transparentem’s 
findings “absolutely baseless.”

“We worked with the Interna-
tional Labor Organization and 
trade unions. I don’t understand 
how and where they found child 
workers in the industry,” Rahman 
said. “We don’t have any child 
workers.”

Coach — whose website says 
their produce is “handcrafted 
from the finest American and Eu-
ropean hides and textiles” — said 
they get no more than 1.5 percent 
of their leather from Hazariba-
gh and Kate Spade said they get 
just 1 percent. Both said they’re 
stopping any purchases from Ha-
zaribagh.

Michael Kors and Harbor Foo-
twear said they were a few steps 
removed from the Hazariba-
gh tanneries, hadn’t knowingly 
sourced leather there, and would 
make sure not to.

Clarks and Deichmann said they 
are certain no Hazaribagh leather 
ended up in their products.

Deichmann said Apex Footwear 
only makes their shoes with im-
ported leather or hides proces-
sed at Apex Gazipur tannery that 
they’ve audited.

A Clarks spokesman said the 
company “is only responsible for 
the sourcing of materials in our 
own products and cannot control 
the sourcing of others.”

Sears, Timberland, Macy’s, Ge-
nesco and Steven Madden all said 
that while they weren’t getting 
leather from the tanneries, they 
saw an opportunity to use their 
companies’ leverage at the related 
factories to bring improvements, 
with some using threats, others 
offering auditors and support.

Attorneys representing Apex 
Footwear and Macy’s, Steven 
Madden and Genesco signed an 
agreement last month that says 
Apex will verify that all tannery 
workers are adults using protecti-
ve gear, and that independent au-
ditors would oversee longer-term 
improvements.

Steve Park, sales director at 
White Industry Co., said the 
South Korean company stopped 
using raw materials from Ban-
gladesh late last year after U.S. 
clients such as Coach, Michael 
Kors and Kate Spade informed 
them about environmental pro-
blems and child labor issues. Now 
they use American, Brazilian and 
Pakistani suppliers, he said.

Scott Nova at the Worker Ri-
ghts Consortium in Washington, 
D.C., said a brand or retailer that 
is serious about protecting worker 
rights, and about honoring its pu-
blic commitments to do so, wou-

ld not do business with a factory 
that sources from suppliers that 
engage in dangerous and abusive 
practices.

“This principle applies, whether 
or not leather from the tanneries 
in question is being used in a 
brand’s products,” he said.

Global brands are drawn to 
manufacturing in Bangladesh by 
low wages, and leather shoes, 
belts and purses are top exports. 
But many Bangladeshi manufac-
turers depend on domestic tan-
neries for their leather, and 90 
percent of those tanneries are in 
Hazaribagh.

Conditions in the neighborhood 
are deplorable. Chemicals and de-
fecation run milky-white through 
open sewers, pouring untreated 
into the river, more of a waste pond 
than a waterway. Metal tarnishes 
quickly; electronics corrode.

Tannery workers live in small, 
hot, steel-walled rooms perched 
on precarious stilts above creeks 
of raw sewage and mounds of 
stinking scraps.

AP journalists were not allowed 
inside Apex and Bay’s Hazariba-
gh tanneries, but workers walking 
out said no children were em-
ployed there now.

Reporters did find children 
working in smaller Hazariba-
gh tanneries not mentioned by 
Transparentem. The work is ha-
zardous, with large equipment 
and little to none of the protective 
clothing, splash aprons, safety go-
ggles and respirators mandatory 
at North American and European 
tanneries. The AP team watched 
as a man tasted liquid from a 
drum that processes leather to 
test for salt levels.

“We would hope to avoid the 
harm that can be caused by the 
liquid when the body and the 
limbs are exposed to it,” said ano-
ther Hazaribagh leather tanner, 
Mohammed Harun, 52. “There 
are some powders and chemicals 
that infect us when inhaled.” He 
said they need boots, gloves and 
masks. “If the owners provide us 
with these things, it will improve 
the situation,” he said.

A British Medical Journal study 
published this week found that 
Bangladeshi tannery workers as 
young as 8 frequently have un-
treated rashes and infections, as 
well as asthma and other lung 
problems. Pure Earth — a non-
governmental organization that 
addresses industrial pollution — 
has put Hazaribagh on its Top 10 
list of polluted places, along with 
Chernobyl. Similar problems 
exist at tannery clusters in the 
Philippines and India.

Human Rights Watch advocate 
Richard Pearhouse, who has re-
ported on pollution and child la-
bor at Hazaribagh tanneries, said 
none comply with national envi-
ronmental laws or repeated court 
orders to move.

American shoppers can make a 
difference, he said.

“Consumers should be asking 
plenty of sharp questions on the 
shop floor about what retailers are 
doing to guarantee they are not 
sourcing leather from Hazariba-
gh’s toxic tanneries,” he said. AP

AP
 P

H
OT

O

A Bangladeshi man walks across a canal with full of tannery waste which empties out into the Buriganga River at the highly 
polluted Hazaribagh tannery area in Dhaka
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AT least four 
people were 

killed and 23 
others wounded in 
a grenade attack in 
the southern Phili-
ppines that appears 
to be unrelated to 
terrorism, officials 
said yesterday.

Army Col. Cirilito 
Sobejana said the 
attacker was arres-
ted following the 
late Saturday gre-
nade blast in Bus-
bus village near the 
domestic airport 
in Sulu province’s 
Jolo town.

The motive for 
the attack wasn’t 
immediately clear, 
but a military of-
ficer said the at-
tacker, who was 
identified by poli-
ce as Sedimar Ra-
bbah, returned to 
the area to retaliate 
after being beaten 
by a group of men 

PHILIPPINES 

Four dead, 23 
wounded in 
grenade attack

who accused him of 
stealing a cellpho-
ne. Police, howe-
ver, were checking 
if he has links with 
Abu Sayyaf mili-
tants.

Aside from kid-
nappings for ran-
som, bombings 
and killings by Abu 
Sayyaf extremis-
ts, predominantly 
Muslim Sulu has 
long been troubled 
by a large num-
ber of illegal guns 
and other wea-
pons, many in the 
hands of warlords 
and other armed 
groups.

Jungle-clad Sulu, 
about 950 kilome-
ters south of Ma-
nila, is one of the 
country’s poorest 
provinces, althou-
gh it has rich re-
sources and pris-
tine beaches and 
islands. AP

Annabelle Liang, Singapore 

FRENCH President Francois 
Hollande, on an official visit to 

Singapore, expressed a desire yes-
terday to strengthen France’s part-
nership with the Southeast Asian 
city-state.

“France considers Singapore not 
only for an economic partner, but 
also as a friendly country,” Hollan-
de said at a state banquet, where he 
gave a toast in French.
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Francois Hollande (left) and Singapore President Tony Tan raise their glasses for a toast 

France looks to strengthen ties 
with Singapore 

“In this geopolitical environment 
of isolation, nationalism and protec-
tionism, we have to lead by example 
and make our bilateral partnership 
not only strong and dynamic, but 
to show the way for opening confi-
dence in international trade,” added 
Hollande, making the first official 
visit by a French president to Singa-
pore.

The two countries signed a Joint 
Declaration on Strategic Partner-
ship in 2012 to deepen cooperation 

in areas such as trade and invest-
ment, defense and space technology.

Singapore’s president, Tony Tan, 
said that France was a “special 
friend,” noting that it was one of the 
first countries to establish diploma-
tic relations with Singapore after its 
independence in 1965.

“At a time when the global political 
and economic environment is un-
certain, many governments are fa-
cing pressures to turn inwards,” Tan 
said. “Against this backdrop, being 
able to work with reliable friends is 
more important than ever. France is 
such a friend of Singapore.” Some 
15,000 French nationals and 1,800 
French enterprises are based in the 
city-state.

Trade between the two countries is 
strong as well. Last year, their bila-
teral trade was valued at 16 billion 
Singapore dollars ($11.4 billion). 
France was Singapore’s second-big-
gest trading partner in the European 
Union.

In 2015, French foreign direct in-
vestment in Singapore was about 
14.8 billion Singapore dollars ($10.6 
billion).

Hollande is set to meet with Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien Loong and de-
liver a lecture today. He leaves for 
Malaysia tomorrow. AP

Jamey Keaten, Esther Htsuan
 

THE U.N.-backed Human 
Rights Council on Friday 
approved a resolution by 
consensus to “dispatch 

urgently” an international fact-
finding mission to Myanmar to 
probe alleged abuses by military 
and security forces, particularly 
against the minority Rohingya 
Muslim community.

In a move bound to put pres-
sure on State Counsellor Aung 
San Suu Kyi’s government, the 
47-member body threw its weight 
behind existing efforts to investi-
gate alleged rights abuses such as 
torture, rape, arbitrary killings 
and forced displacement of the 
Rohingya in western Rakhine 
state. Zaw Htay, a presidential 
spokesman, said Myanmar “can-
not accept” the council’s decision.

“What the U.N. Human Righ-
ts Council did to us is totally not 
fair and not right under interna-
tional practices,” Htay said by 
phone, citing a domestic investi-
gation. “They should have waited 
and watched the correspondent 
country’s investigation, and the 
result coming out from that,” and 
only then offer possible criticism 
of its work, he added.

This month, a commission chai-
red by former U.N. Secretary-
General Kofi Annan, created at 
the behest of Suu Kyi, presented 
interim recommendations to the 
government about long-term 
solutions to tensions between 
Rohingya and Rakhine Buddhis-
ts in Rakhine state. The recom-

AP
 P

H
OT

O

 
The situation 
is currently 
worse than at 
any point in the 
past few years.

YANGHEE LEE
UN SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR 

Rohingya refugees gather to receive medicine at a clinic close to Sittwe, the capital 
of Rakhine state

UN rights council approves fact 
finding mission in Myanmar 

mendations included allowing 
journalists free access to the wes-
tern part of the country.

The Rohingya face severe dis-
crimination in Buddhist-majori-
ty Myanmar and were the targets 
of inter-communal violence in 
2012 that killed hundreds and 
drove about 140,000 people — 
predominantly Rohingya — from 
their homes to camps for the in-
ternally displaced, where most 
remain.

The army launched counterin-
surgency operations in Rohin-
gya areas in northern Rakhine in 
October after the killing of nine 
border guards. U.N. human righ-
ts investigators and independent 
rights organizations charge that 
soldiers and police killed and ra-
ped civilians and burned down 
more than 1,000 homes during 
the operations.

The HRC resolution says the 
council’s president will appoint 

the independent, international 
fact-finding mission, which is 
to provide an oral update on its 
work in the council’s autumn ses-
sion followed by a written report 
a year from now. Some countries 
including China, India and Cuba 
dissociated themselves from the 
resolution, brought by Malta on 
behalf of the European Union.

The U.N. human rights office’s 
special rapporteur for Myanmar, 
Yanghee Lee, had urged the cou-
ncil to go further than a fact-fin-
ding mission by authorizing the 
creation of a full commission of 
inquiry to investigate the alleged 
crimes. A 25-page report from 
her office this month cited “con-

tinued and escalating violence” 
in parts of Myanmar. In an inter-
view with The Associated Press 
last week, Lee said she had been 
told “the situation is currently 
worse than at any point in the 
past few years.”

Lee also said a domestic investi-
gative panel focusing on Rakhine 
state was “flawed” and that An-
nan’s commission didn’t have an 
all-encompassing mandate.

In a statement Friday, Lee said 
she was “disappointed” that the 
commission of inquiry was not 
established, and added, “I trust 
the government of Myanmar will 
cooperate with this mission, in-
cluding granting it full access as 
called for in the Human Rights 
Council resolution.”

The resolution was one of 42 
voted on over two days as the 
Geneva-based council neared the 
end of its latest session. Other re-
solutions decried alleged crimes 
as diverse as violence that could 
devolve into genocide in South 
Sudan; “extermination, murder, 
enslavement, torture, imprison-
ment, rape” and other violence in 
North Korean prisons; and alle-
ged war crimes and terrorist acts 
in Syria. AP
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BRITISH police inves-
tigating an assault on 

Parliament that claimed 
four victims and woun-
ded dozens say they still 
believe the assailant acted 
alone.

Police said late Saturday 
there is no information 
indicating that further at-
tacks are planned.

Deputy Assistant Com-
missioner Neil Basu said 
it may never be possib-
le to fully determine the 
motives of attacker Kha-
lid Masood, who was shot 
dead Wednesday after 
running over pedestrians 
with an SUV on London’s 
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 For the 
first time in 
the country’s 
history, the 
declarations 
of assets of all 
the presidential 
candidates 
were published 
this week

People look at tributes in Parliament Square, London

UK police still think Westminster attacker acted alone 
Westminster Bridge and 
fatally stabbing a poli-
ceman guarding Parlia-
ment.

“That understanding 
may have died with 
him,” Basu said as police 
appealed for people who 
knew Masood or saw him 
to contact investigators. 
“Even if he acted alone in 
the preparation, we need 
to establish with absolu-
te clarity why he did the-
se unspeakable acts, to 
bring reassurance to Lon-
doners.”

The Islamic State group 
has claimed Masood was 
a “soldier” carrying out its 

wishes for supporters to 
attack Western countries.

One man remains in 
custody in the case. He 
has not been charged or 
named. Nine people ar-
rested after the assault 
have been released wi-
thout being charged and 
one has been freed on 
bail.

A detailed police recons-
truction has found the 
attack lasted 82 seconds 
before Masood was shot 
dead just after entering 
the grounds of Parlia-
ment.

The family of slain po-
lice officer Keith Palmer, 

meanwhile, released a 
statement thanking tho-
se who tried to save his 
life.

“There was nothing 
more you could have 
done. You did your best 
and we are just grateful 
he was not alone,” the sta-
tement said.

Masood, a 52-year-old 
Briton, had convictions 
for violent crimes and 
spent time in prison. He 
also worked in Saudi 
Arabia teaching English 
for two years and trave-
led there again in 2015, 
apparently on a religious 
pilgrimage. AP

Sylvie Corbert, Paris 

FRENCH voters just 
won’t tolerate corrup-
tion in politics anymore 
— that appears to be the 

message from the swift down-
fall of the country’s powerful 
security minister.

It’s a notable shift from the 
past, when influence peddling 
seemed endemic and politi-
cians untouchable, even when 
they were accused of shocking 
scandals.

The change is the result of an 
aggressive new financial prose-
cutor, an unprecedented anti-
corruption drive by President 
Francois Hollande, and growing 
public frustration with a politi-
cal establishment seen as intent 
on enriching itself even as ordi-
nary people suffer.

Hollande on Thursday inau-
gurated the French anti-cor-
ruption agency, a public orga-
nization focusing on business 
activity — the latest move in 
government efforts to fight cor-
ruption.

Five years ago, Hollande cam-
paigned on the promise to make 
the French Republic “exem-
plary.” He probably didn’t think 
he would have so much clean up 
to do in his own camp.

Former Interior Minister 
Bruno Le Roux last week be-
came the fifth minister to quit 
the Socialist government over 
financial wrongdoing allega-
tions. Prosecutors opened an 
investigation into a report that 
he hired his two daughters for 
some two dozen temporary par-
liamentary jobs, starting when 
they were 15 and 16 years old.

The case comes as France’s 
electoral campaign is being af-
fected by a string of corruption 
scandals ahead of the country’s 
two-round presidential election 
on April 23 and May 7.

The conservative candidate 
Francois Fillon is the target an 
investigation into allegations 
that he gave his wife and two 
children government-funded 
jobs which they never did.

Outgoing French Interior Minister Bruno Le Roux arrives to welcome his successor 
Matthias Fekl, prior to a handover ceremony

ANALYSIS 

Non merci: French voters 
reject corruption in politics 

Fillon suggested Thursday 
that Hollande would intervene 
in legal cases to try to discredit 
political rivals. Hollande vigo-
rously denounced those alle-
gations as false and insisted he 
has never intervened in any ju-
dicial procedure.

Fillon, once considered the 
presidential front-runner, has 
sunk in polls following the 
press’ first revelations about the 
jobs in January.

Since then, allegations have 
come out that Fillon was also 
given suits worth more than 
48,000 euros (USD52,000) 
over the past five years — inclu-
ding two suits worth 13,000 eu-
ros ($14,000) last month. Jud-
ges are also investigating whe-
ther Fillon and his wife com-

mitted fraud and forgery in a 
cover-up attempt.

His supporters insist the prin-
ciple of presumption of inno-
cence should protect their can-
didate.

Far-right leader Marine Le 
Pen and some members of her 
anti-EU, anti-immigrant Natio-
nal Front party are also targeted 
in several ongoing investiga-
tions.

Polls suggest that Le Pen and 
independent centrist Emma-
nuel Macron are the two top 
contenders in the election. The 
top two vote-getters on April 23 
will compete in a presidential 
runoff on May 7.

For the first time in the coun-
try’s history, the declarations 
of assets of all the presidential 

candidates were published this 
week on the High Authority for 
the Transparency of Public Li-
fe’s website.

Hollande’s term was tarnished 
from the start with scandals — 
the biggest one concerning for-
mer budget minister Jerome 
Cahuzac.

Cahuzac acknowledged 
owning illegal foreign bank 
accounts for two decades in 
March 2013, after denying and 
publicly lying for months. He 
was sentenced last year to three 
years in prison. He has appea-
led the decision.

Cahuzac’s case prompted the 
creation of the new position of 
a national financial prosecutor 
three years ago to focus on com-
plex cases of serious economic 
and financial crime.

The government also passed 
a law in 2013 to force ministers 
and parliamentarians to declare 
their assets and avoid any con-
flict of interest. The same year, 
another bill tightened France’s 

legal arsenal to fight tax fraud 
and evasion.

In addition to Le Roux and 
Cahuzac, three lower-profile 
ministers were forced to quit 
Hollande’s government in the 
same circumstances, including 
junior minister for foreign trade 
Thomas Thevenoud who resig-
ned in 2014 because he was na-
med in an inquiry into tax fraud. 
He goes on trial next month.

“French people want exem-
plary attitude from their poli-
tical leaders,” said French So-
cialist environment minister 
Segolene Royal, who also noted 
the consequences of corruption 
on France’s image abroad. “[We 
are] the country of human righ-
ts, a country of law. We need to 
watch our behavior.”

Hollande’s strong stance on 
fighting corruption and finan-
cial wrongdoing is a marked 
contrast with his predecessors’ 
attitudes.

Former conservative President 
Nicolas Sarkozy is facing legal 
troubles. An investigation is 
underway over allegations that 
he received millions of euros in 
illegal financing from the late 
Libyan dictator Moammar Ga-
dhafi’s regime for his winning 
2007 presidential campaign.

Prosecutors also want him and 
13 others sent to trial for ano-
ther campaign financing case 
involving his failed 2012 presi-
dential bid. He has denied any 
wrongdoing.

Jacques Chirac, the French 
president from 1995-2007, was 
given in 2011 a two-year sus-
pended sentence for embez-
zling public funds while he was 
mayor of Paris. AP
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TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:50
17:10
17:50
18:40
19:40
20:30
21:00
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:05
00:30
01:05

TDM News (Repeated)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast  
RTPi Live    
Criminal Minds S.9    
Now Generation (Repeated)   
Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)  
Soap Opera 
Main News, Financial & Weather Report  
TDM Sport  
Now Generation    
TDM News   
Champions League Magazine  
2018 FIFA World Cup Qualifiers Highlights 
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
RTPi Live    

cinema
cineteatro
27 -29 mar

POWER RANGERS
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: Dean Israel
Starring: Bryan Cranston, Elizabeth Banks, Naomi Scott 
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 124min

LIFE
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director: Daniel Espinosa
Starring:  Jake Gyllenhaal, Rebecca Ferguson, Ryan 
Reynols
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 103min

KONG: SKULL ISLAND
room 3
2:15, 4:30, 9:30pm
Director: Jordan Vogt-Roberts
Starring: Tom Hiddleston, Samuel L. Jackson, Brie 
Larson  
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 118min

SILENCE
room 3
6:45pm
Director: Martin Scorsese
Starring: Andrew Garfield, Adam Driver, Liam Neeson
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 118min

macau tower
15 mar - 29 mar

BEAUTY AND THE  BEAST
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30pm
Director: Bill Condon
Starring: Emma Watson, Dan Stevens, Luke Evans
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 129min

what’s ON ...

Monkey king
TiMe: 8pm daily
UnTil: March 31, 2017
VenUe: Sands Cotai Theatre
AdMission: MOP420, MOP520, MOP780, 
MOP1080, MOP1580 
enqUiries: (853) 2882 8818

ForMer HoMe oF reVolUTionAry leAder ye 
Ting
TiMe: 10am-6pm daily (Except Wednesdays, 
open on public holidays)
VenUe: 76, Rua Almirante Costa Cabral
AdMission: Free
enqUiries: (853) 8399 6699

MAcAU grAnd Prix MUseUM & Wine 
MUseUM
TiMe: 10am-8pm daily (Except Tuesdays)
VenUe: Rua Luis Gonzaga Gomes, 431, 
basement (Tourism Activities Centre-CAT) 
AdMission: Free  
enqUiries: (853) 8798 4108 / 2833 3000 

THe sTAMP FesTiVAl
TiMe: 9am-5:30pm (no admission after 5pm, 
closed on public holidays)
UnTil: April 7, 2017
VenUe: Communication Museum of Macao / 
Estrada D. Maria II, No. 7 
AdMission: MOP10
enqUiries: (853) 2871 8063 / 2871 8570

THe Voice oF design – Works exHibiTion by 
sTUdenTs And TeAcHers oF THe bAcHelor 
oF ArTs in design oF MAcAU PolyTecHnic 
insTiTUTe
TiMe: 11am-10pm
UnTil: April 15, 2017
VenUe: IFT Café, Anim’Arte NAM VAN
AdMission: Free

4:35 - Works by lei cHeok Mei
TiMe: 12pm-7pm(Closed on Tuesdays) 
UnTil: April 26, 2017
VenUe: Intersection of Av. do Coronel Mesquita 
and Av. do Almirante Lacerda
AdMission: Free
enqUiries: (853) 2853 0026

this day in history

Eleven endangered wild elephants were rescued in 
Cambodia on Saturday, four days after getting stuck 
in a 3-meter-deep mud hole, officials said.

The animals were rescued in northeastern Mondulkiri 
province, home to about 250 wild elephants, said Wil-
dlife Alliance official Botumroat Lebun.

The chief of Mondulkiri’s environment department, 
Keo Sopheak, who headed the rescue team, said the 
elephants apparently got stuck in the mud when they 
went to drink water at a 3-meter-deep hole that was 
left over from U.S. bombing during the Vietnam War.

After being rescued, the elephants were sent back to 
the jungle where they normally live, Keo Sopheak said.

He said if local villagers had not reported the inci-
dent, the elephants would have died from thirst and 
starvation. AP

 Offbeat
11 endangered wild elephants 
rescued from mud in cambodia 

At least 560 people have died after two jumbo jets 
collided on a runway in the holiday destination of 
Tenerife. It is thought to be the world’s worst disaster 
involving aircraft on the ground.

A massive explosion followed by a ball of fire erup-
ted at Los Rodeos airport, Tenerife, in the Canary 
Islands, in dense fog as both airliners were taxiing 
for take-off at 1800 local time.

The sound of the explosion was heard across the 
island. Early reports suggest a Boeing 747, belonging 
to Dutch national airline KLM, and a Pan American 
747 travelling from Los Angeles to Las Palmas were 
involved in the accident.

No-one survived from the Dutch airliner which was 
carrying 249 passengers including crew, and was tra-
velling from Schipol airport, Amsterdam. The Pan-Am 
plane was a charter flight carrying 16 crew and 378 
passengers and there were said to be about 60 sur-
vivors, the majority of whom were injured.

Eyewitnesses said the airport is now covered in 
dense black smoke following the explosions and 
emergency services are struggling to cope with the 
enormous numbers of casualties.

Rescue workers have been plunging into the bur-
ning wreckage to pull out survivors. The army is ex-
pected to move in to help the rescue operation.

Neither airline was originally due to be at the airport 
but both were diverted from the much bigger Las Pal-
mas on nearby Gran Canaria island after a terrorist 
bomb blast near the departure lounge.

Experts say it is too early to suggest the cause of 
the crash but many believe it was in part due to the 
extra number of flights and pressure on resources 
at the small airport following several diversions from 
Las Palmas.

It will once again place security at Spanish airports 
under the spotlight, hard pressed by package tour 
flights. A crash of such magnitude before take-off 
has horrified industry insiders.

Previously the worst accident in aviation history 
was a Turkish airlines crash near Paris with the loss 
of 346 lives.

 
Courtesy BBC News

1977 hundreds dead in tenerife
  plane crash

in context
In total 583 people died in the blaze that followed the collision and the 
incident remains the world’s worst aviation accident in history. The KLM 
jumbo preparing for take-off is understood to have clipped the Pan-Am 
plane which was taxiing across the runway.
Ultimately, the crash was blamed on the KLM pilot who had not checked 
if he was clear for take-off and sped down the foggy runway. The Pan-Am 
pilot was deemed to be blameless. 
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS
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omACROSS: 1- Jewish law; 7- I’m freezing!; 10- Singer Vikki; 14- Wild sheep of Asia; 15- 

“Rocky ___” (1982); 16- Dull pain; 17- Breastbones; 18- Mil. officers; 19- Must have; 
20- Capital of Utah; 23- Actor Lorenzo; 26- Hi-___; 27- “Inferno” writer; 28- Hebrew 
month; 29- Covering for the head; 30- Fall from grace; 31- City in W central Israel; 
33- Airline to Oslo; 34- Court fig.; 37- St. crosser; 38- Riviera season; 39- Major-
leaguer; 40- Comic Margaret; 41- French possessive; 42- Naught; 43- Portable lamp; 
45- Vietnamese holiday; 46- Sigh of satisfaction; 47- Like ___ of bricks; 48- Twice, 
a comforting comment; 51- Switch positions; 52- Sphere; 53- Pool where animals 
drink; 56- Hammett hound; 57- No-win situation?; 58- Leased; 62- Let’s just leave 
___ that; 63- Popular ISP; 64- Main dish; 65- Capone foe; 66- Genetic material; 67- 
Marked down;
 
DOWN:1- Univ. aides; 2- Gallery offering; 3- Bigger than med.; 4- Cooking wine; 
5- Arm bones; 6- Clock face; 7- Provide 
lodging for; 8- Rudner and Moreno; 9- 
Hazard; 10- High-kicking dance; 11- ___ 
the hole; 12- Role for Clark; 13- Color anew; 
21- Journey; 22- Prolific inventor; 23- Free 
to attack; 24- Advil rival; 25- Some hybrids; 
29- Command to the band; 30- Singer 
McLachlan; 32- Facade; 33- Spatter; 34- 
Vinegary prefix; 35- Pulsate; 36- Heavy 
metric weight; 44- Abilities; 45- Picks up 
the check; 46- Bassett or Lansbury; 48- 
Two; 49- Urgency; 50- Kett and James; 51- 
Pungent bulb; 52- First American to orbit 
Earth; 54- ___-Tass (Russian news agency); 
55- Black-and-white treat; 59- Singer’s 
syllable; 60- Moray, e.g.; 61- Actress Ruby;

Friday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINA

WORLD

-2
-1
5
6
6

sleet/drizzle
overcast/clear

overcast/cloudy
overcast/cloudy

drizzle/moderate rain

4
-4
6
-1
5
2
9
11
8
5
10
7
7
14
10
14

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
A rude or insensitive person 
could cause you some 
complications this morning, but 
at the same time they will help 
give you a fresh perspective on 
your life

April 20-May 20
There is nothing wrong with 
demanding proof before you 
buy into anyone’s story. Your 
skepticism might make waves 
today, but in the end it will save 
everyone a lot of stress and regret.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Right now it’s your emotional 
nature that is going to be your 
driving force in life, but that needs 
to start changing. You need to 
think more with your brain and 
less with your heart.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You will be doing yourself a 
service by taking your time today, 
especially in terms of any decisions 
you have to make. From what kind 
of coffee drink you want to order to 
what investment fund to buy into.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
The past is coming back, not to haunt 
you -- but to thrill you! Whether it’s 
an old flame returning to town to 
see what you’re up to, an old photo 
you find that stirs up some hilarious 
memories.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Running around at a frantic pace is 
not going to help you get more stuff 
done -- it will only give you stress 
and increase your blood pressure! 
Today, you need to move away from 
multitasking.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Try to make exploring with people 
from other cultures your new hobby 
today -- different beliefs and customs 
can offer you some fresh new ideas 
and inspire you to find a way around 
a problem that’s been plaguing you.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Try to avoid making any impulse buys 
right now -- especially on big-ticket 
items. Throwing your money around 
without thinking it through, could 
chip away at the careful balance you’ve 
been working so hard to achieve.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Even without trying, you are going 
to be a source of inspiration for 
someone today -- and they won’t be 
shy about letting you know it! You 
might feel embarrassed at first by 
the fawning attention.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Are you being too idealistic about 
a new person in your life? If there’s 
someone in your social group 
everyone dislikes but you, then 
maybe you should give this person 
another, more objective review.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Why do you have to take the rules 
of someone who is in authority 
today at face value? If you have 
an issue with what they are 
decreeing, then step up to this 
person and say so. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Your pace may get you where you 
want to go faster, but it could 
also be leaving a few people 
behind. So slow down and spend 
more time with the people you 
care about.

  Aquarius Pisces
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WHILE Cristiano 
Ronaldo kept mo-

ving up Europe’s all-time 
scorers list on Saturday, 
a demoralizing loss to 
Bulgaria endangered the 
Netherlands’ World Cup 
qualification.

With two goals in Por-
tugal’s 3-0 win over Hun-
gary, Ronaldo moved into 
fourth place on the all-ti-
me scorers list for Euro-
pean nations.

Ronaldo’s 70 in 137 
appearances trail only Mi-
roslav Klose (71), Sandor 
Kocsis (75) and Ferenc 
Puskas (84). Here is a look 
at World Cup qualifiers in 
Europe:

GROUP A
Teenager Matthijs de Li-

gt’s dream debut for the 
Netherlands quickly tur-
ned into a nightmare as he 
handed Bulgaria an early 
goal. Just five minutes 
into the match De Ligt let 
a speculative ball fall over 
his shoulder before he col-
lided with goalkeeper Je-
roen Zoet, allowing Spas 
Delev to tap in.
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 Ferrari hadn’t 
won an F1 GP 
since Vettel’s 
victory in 
Singapore in 
2015

Ronaldo celebrates after scoring a goal against Hungary 

WORLD CUP QUALIFIERS 

Ronaldo hits 70 int’l goals, Dutch stunned
Delev made it 2-0 in the 

20th when he curled a shot 
past De Ligt’s attempted 
block and into the bottom 
corner of Zoet’s goal.

Injuries had forced coa-
ch Danni Blind to make 
the risky choice of De Ligt 
who, at 17, became the 
youngest Netherlands de-
butant since Mauk Weber 
in 1931.

After the stunning loss, 
the manager took the bla-
me.

“I blame myself,” Blind 
told national broadcaster 
NOS, adding that, “It can’t 
go on like this. Things 
have to change.”

The Netherlands, which 
failed to qualify for the 
European Championship 
last year, looks likely to 
struggle to reach the Wor-
ld Cup in Russia.

France stayed on top of 
the group with 13 points 

after beating Luxembourg 
3-1 thanks to Olivier Gi-
roud’s double and a penal-
ty by Antoine Griezmann.

Sweden is second with 
10 points after thrashing 
Belarus 4-0. The Nether-
lands slid to fourth with 
seven points, behind Bul-
garia with nine.

GROUP B
Ronaldo appears to have 

found his ideal partner up 
front for in Andre Silva.

The 21-year-old striker 
scored Portugal’s opener 
in the 32nd before quickly 
getting Ronaldo on track.

Ronaldo struck both 
goals from outside the 
area, first slashing home a 
left-footer off Silva’s pass, 
followed by a right-footed 
free kick from an angle to 
seal the win in Lisbon.

“We started off slowly, 
but the first goal gave our 

confidence a boost and the 
other goals came natu-
rally,” Ronaldo told Por-
tuguese television.

Portugal strengthened 
its hold on second place 
with 12 points, opening a 
gap over Hungary, which 
stayed with seven points 
in third.

Switzerland earned a fif-
th win in as many matches 
after beating Latvia 1-0 to 
remain on top of the group 
with 15 points.

Still stuck at the foot of 
the table, Andorra never-
theless savored the end 
to a losing streak that had 
lasted 58 competitive ma-
tches stretching over 11 
years after drawing with 
Faroe Islands 0-0.

GROUP H
Romelu Lukaku saved 

Belgium’s place at the top 
of Group H, snatching a 

1-1 draw in Brussels after 
being frustrated all night 
by an unyielding Greece 
defense. Lukaku chested 
down the fall and fired 
past goalkeeper Stefano 
Kapino with only two mi-
nutes of regular time re-
maining.

Greece finished the game 
with nine men, but surpri-
sed the favorites just 20 

seconds into the second 
half when Costas Mitro-
glou caught defenders off 
guard and scored.

Belgium was left with 13 
points to Greece’s 11.

Bosnia closed to 10 poin-
ts after a 5-0 rout of Gi-
braltar with zero points. 
Estonia and Cyprus have 
four points each after a 
0-0 draw. AP

John Pye, Melbourne 

SEBASTIAN Vettel broke 
Ferrari’s Formula One 
drought with a victory 
over the Mercedes team 

of Lewis Hamilton and Valtteri 
Bottas yesterday at the season- 
opening Australian Grand Prix.

Ferrari hadn’t won an F1 GP 
since Vettel’s victory in Singa-
pore in 2015, and so his leap up 
onto the top of the podium at 
the finish in Australia signaled 
renewed confidence from him 
and perhaps an end to the domi-
nation Mercedes has forged in 
recent seasons.

“For now, we’re just over the 
moon,” four-time world cham-
pion Vettel said. “It’s been a 
hard winter, and an incredible 
race today. We’re here, we’re 

F1

Vettel breaks Ferrari’s drought 
with victory at Aussie GP 

here to fight.”
With regulations designed to 

make the 2017 F1 cars faster — 
including wider tires, greater 
aerodynamics, bigger fuel loads 
and increased downforce — Vet-
tel proved Ferrari’s extra pace in 
pre-season testing was genuine.

“It’s good to know we have 
a great car but it’s just the be-
ginning [...] with new regula-
tions, a new generation of cars,” 
Vettel said. “Mercedes have a 
great engine and a great car the 
last couple of years — we’re the 
ones who’ve had to catch up. 
Whatever happens this year, the 
race today doesn’t hurt.”

Vettel finished in 1 hour, 24 
minutes and 11.672 seconds, al-
most 10 seconds clear of Hamil-
ton, to give Ferrari its first win in 
Australia since Kimi Raikkonen 

took the title in 2007. Raikko-
nen, in the second Ferrari, fi-
nished fourth this year.

For the second year running, 
Hamilton started on pole po-
sition at the Albert Park circuit 
and placed second. Last year, he 
lost to then Mercedes teammate 
Nico Rosberg, who went on to 
edge him for the world cham-
pionship before retiring. This 
time, Vettel took the lead when 
Hamilton pitted for new tires on 
lap 18 and then got stuck in tra-
ffic behind Red Bull driver Max 
Verstappen.

Vettel was able to pit much la-
ter and gradually build up his 
lead as Hamilton drove conser-
vatively on older tires to ensure 
he finished the race.

“That’s motor racing,” Hamil-
ton said of the hold-up, adding 

it was his decision to pit and 
change tires. “A big congratula-
tions to Ferrari. It’s been a long 
time coming [...and] it shows 
we’re going to have a race on our 
hands. That’s good to the fans.”

Mercedes won 19 of the 21 GPs 
last season, and Red Bull won 
the other two. But Red Bull was 
well off the pace in Melbourne, 
with Verstappen placing fifth — 
almost 29 seconds behind Vettel 
— and local hope Daniel Ricciar-
do failing to finish.

In fact, the Australian driver 
almost didn’t start. Ricciardo’s 
day started badly and kept get-
ting worse as he got a grid penal-
ty, missed the start after a me-
chanical failure in the warmup, 
and then retired after 28 laps.

He was among seven drivers 
who retired during the race. For-

mer champion Fernando Alon-
so continued to struggle in his 
McLaren, retiring on the 50th 
of 57 laps, while 18-year-old Ca-
nadian rookie Lance Stroll got 
a grid penalty after needing an 
unscheduled gearbox change 
after a crash in practice and was 
wayward in his 40 laps on debut 
for Williams.

Haas didn’t get a car across the 
finish, with Romain Grosjean 
out after 13 laps and Kevin Mag-
nussen out after an eventful 46 
laps.

Felipe Massa earned points for 
Williams with a sixth-place fi-
nish, while Force India teamma-
tes Sergio Perez and Esteban 
Ocon were 7th and 10th in their 
pink cars and finished either 
side of Toro Rosso drivers Car-
los Sainz and Daniil Kvyat.

Ferrari leads the constructors’ 
standings by four points from 
Mercedes, with F1 moving to 
Shanghai next month for the 
Chinese Grand Prix.

“Overall, I think not a disas-
ter, first race weekend with the 
team,” said Bottas, who joined 
Mercedes for 2017 as a replace-
ment for Rosberg. “It’s good to 
start with a podium this season 
and with a new team. Every po-
sition is important for the cham-
pionship itself.” AP

Vettel steers his car during the Australian Grand Prix
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BANGLADESH Two 
suspected militants were 
killed yesterday in an 
ongoing military raid on 
a building where armed 
militants were holed up 
in eastern Bangladesh, 
police and army officials 
said. Six people, including 
two policemen, were killed 
in explosions near that 
building a day earlier.

RUSSIA Thousands of 
people crowded into 
Moscow’s Pushkin 
Square yesterday for an 
unsanctioned protest 
against the Russian 
government, the biggest 
gathering in a wave of 
nationwide protests that 
were the most extensive 
show of defiance in years.

IRAN said yesterday it 
has imposed sanctions on 
15 American companies 
over their alleged support 
for Israel, terrorism and 
repression in the region.

ARAB SUMMIT Arab 
leaders are expected to 
reaffirm a Saudi-led peace 
plan that offers Israel full 
relations with dozens of 
Arab and Muslim states in 
exchange for its withdrawal 
from lands captured in 
1967, at a summit this week. 
Known as the Arab Peace 
Initiative, the plan was first 
proposed in 2002.

BELARUS Police in 
Belarus’ capital have 
arrested demonstrators 
who were demanding to 
know the whereabouts 
of friends and relatives 
detained in the breakup 
of a mass protest. The 
human rights organization 
Vesna said about 30 people 
were arrested yesterday. 
They were among about 
100 people who tried to 
assemble on Minsk’s central 
square.

GERMANY Exit polls 
indicate that Chancellor 
Angela Merkel’s 
conservative party has 
emerged easily as the 
strongest party from an 
election in Germany’s 
western Saarland state.
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BUZZ
THE Minister says DijsselbloeM 

resignation is best for eU
Portugal’s Economy Minister Manuel Caldei-

ra Cabral said Jeroen Dijsselbloem, whose Du-
tch party lost elections this month, should quit 
as chairman of the European finance ministers’ 
group after his comments about the duties of na-
tions getting aid were deemed offensive. “It would 
be the best thing for Europe and the best thing he 
could do,” Cabral said in a Bloomberg Television 
interview from the Boao Forum for Asia, an annual 
conference on the southern Chinese island of Hai-
nan. “He just lost an election and I think he should 
not be trying to blame others for his own failures.”

Dijsselbloem is under pressure to resign as lea-
der of the euro area’s finance ministers after a Ger-
man newspaper cited him saying, “I can’t spend 
all my money on women and drink and then at 
the end ask for your help.” That remark inflamed 
tensions between stronger economies in the north 
and weaker nations including Greece, Ireland and 
Portugal. The Eurogroup chief has said he regre-
ts causing offense, but doesn’t intend to resign. “I 
don’t think we can let the Eurogroup be divided in 
that way, and for that reason that person should be 
out,” Cabral said. 

opinion

The meaT we eaT – Kobe’s 
excepTion 

One of the well-known advantages of living in Ma-
cau is that you can, within a relatively short travel 
period, find yourself in such disparate and enticing 
locations as Indonesia and Japan. That is how I re-
cently found myself in Kobe, the most Westernized 
city in Japan. 

Kobe is one of those destinations known among 
tourists for a single offering (other examples include 
Lisbon, dubbed by visitors as the capital of fado, and 
Bordeaux, famous for its wines). Kobe’s main lure 
is its beef, profusely advertised in front of many res-
taurants located downtown. The posters invariably 
show slices of raw beef. The red meat has a marbling 
of fat throughout.

I walked for about an hour trying to find an appro-
priate place to taste this exquisite delicacy, avoiding 
the usual tourist pitfalls with English menus and in-
flated prices. And then I found restaurant Koushiya, 
where I was initially told that the place was full. When 
I was preparing to leave, the chef, a strong, middle-a-
ged hearty man, said that he would find room for me 
if I waited 15 minutes. So I did, before a sympathetic 
waitress took me to what seemed like a monk’s cell, 
spartanly decorated. Besides the table, only a softly- 
illuminated plant decorated the room, coming out of 
the penumbra. From inside the room, I could barely 
see the corridor outside the wooden door grilles. 

The waitress took my order, which read like this in 
English: “Kobe beef – Thick cut rosu (sirloin)” at a pri-
ce of 5,800 yen, equivalent to around MOP420. After 
I spent a while sipping a Japanese whiskey highball, 
she brought six pieces of raw and rosy meat beau-
tifully cut in thick pieces. Sprinkled with seeds, the 
meat was served with some onion rings, cucumber, 
a mushroom and a small plate of wasabi. 

Like in the photos, the meat looked too fatty for my 
tastebuds, which are used to a different type of beef 
– the best of which is perhaps Barrosã, a cattle breed 
from northeast Portugal.

After carefully grilling the meat, I was quickly proved 
wrong. The first bite felt like an explosion of flavors. 
The meat was tender and could be eaten almost raw. 

Perhaps this treat is not the healthiest, which is 
why in Japan there are now new types of beef with 
less fat, like the Kampo Wagyu. Regardless of health 
concerns, Kobe beef is fabulous. After I finished the 
meal, I spent a long time avoiding eating or even 
drinking anything else, because the flavors were still 
tangling in my mouth.  

But why is it so good? The animals are fed with 
a variety of herbs. They are even massaged and 
allowed to grow old, instead of being fattened and 
killed as fast as possible. 

There is a superb documentary available on You-
Tube, named “Steak (R)evolution.” In search of the 
world’s best steak, director Franck Ribière speaks 
with some of the world’s best meat producers and 
it becomes evident that the mass-produced meat 
usually sold in supermarkets is of low quality. This 
poor quality is notorious in Macau. 

Given the challenge of having to feed millions of ur-
banites, mass production is inevitable, but it is good 
to know that delicacies like Kobe beef exist. 

At least I tasted the real thing once.

INSIGHT
Paulo Barbosa

AN academic at an Aus-
tralian university has 

been prevented by Chinese 
authorities from returning 
to Sydney because he’s sus-
pected of endangering na-
tional security, his lawyer 
said yesterday.

Border officials at an air-
port in the southern city of 
Guangzhou refused to let 
Feng Chongyi, an associate 
professor at the University 
of Technology Sydney, ca-
tch his flight home on Fri-
day and Saturday, accor-
ding to Feng’s lawyer, Chen 
Jinxue.

“He has no way of leaving 
China right now,” Chen 
said. Officials have not said 
why they suspect Feng of 
“endangering national se-
curity,” Chen said, but it 
could be related to his re-
search on human rights 
lawyers. Feng had been 
wrapping up a three-week 
trip researching that topic.

State security officials met 
with Feng at his hotel in 
Guangzhou and asked him 
during a two-hour conver-
sation who he met with in 
China and in Australia in 
the course of his research, 
Chen said.

Chinese authorities have 
staged a wide-reaching cra-
ckdown on human rights 
lawyers across the country 
since July 2015, accusing 
such attorneys of being a 
threat to national security.

The chief justice said ear-

lier this month that con-
victions of a prominent 
defense attorney and his 
associates caught up in the 
crackdown were among the 
country’s top legal achie-
vements last year. Others 
have also been arrested 
and accused of subversion 
or endangering state se-
curity.

Rights groups and Wes-
tern governments inclu-
ding the U.S. have urged 
China to release the acti-
vists and lawyers detained 
in the crackdown, while 
critics have said the cam-
paign is aimed at silencing 
opponents of the ruling 
Communist Party. Feng 
had been studying the cra-
ckdown closely, Chen said.

China’s Ministry of Public 
Security and authorities in 

Guangzhou did not respond 
to repeated calls and faxed 
requests for comment.

Feng is a permanent re-
sident in Australia but had 
entered China on his Chi-
nese passport, Chen said. 
This implies that in this 
case, Chinese authorities 
regard Feng as a Chinese 
citizen and therefore not 
entitled to Australian con-
sular support.

However, the academic is 
not being formally detai-
ned and has not been arres-
ted, his lawyer said.

The incident comes as 
Chinese Premier Li Ke-
qiang wrapped up a five-
day trip to Australia, where 
the two countries sought to 
boost trade ties. Li arrived 
in New Zealand yesterday 
(see page 10). MDT/AP

China blocks outspoken 
academic from 
returning to Australia 

The chief executive has a new view: The Court of First Instance’s new facilities close to the Sai Van Lake are 
close to completion (right). Here is the view as seen from the road facing the Santa Sancha Palace. 
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