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MOP20 MILLION INVESTMENT

Malo to 
open two 
clinics in 
Macau with 
local partner

new credit 
card scam

gameco targets 
local casinos

The police revealed that a 
Malaysian gang has been 
attempting fraudulent 
purchases in Macau

A form of gaming blending 
traditional video gaming with 
betting might be poised to 
enter Macau’s casinos  P4 CRIME

hk activists say police plan arrests

 P2-3 MDT INTERVIEW

SOUTH CHINA SEA 
China may or may not 
be planning to build an 
environmental monitoring 
station on the disputed 
Scarborough Shoal. 
While the top official in 
the administrative region 
covering the island says 
preparatory work for the 
station is a priority, the 
foreign ministry says 
there is no such plan.

CHINA Fourteen 
people are being held 
in police custody for 
their roles in a power 
plant construction site 
accident in southern 
China’s Guangzhou city 
that killed nine workers 
and injured two others 
Saturday.

EU-PHILIPPINES The 
European Union has 
denied allegations by 
Philippine President 
Rodrigo Duterte that 
it proposed solving 
the country’s drug 
problem by creating 
treatment clinics where 
illegal drugs such as 
methamphetamine 
or cocaine would be 
dispensed.

SOUTH KOREA 
Prosecutors said 
yesterday that they 
want to arrest former 
President Park Geun-
hye over the corruption 
allegations that triggered 
a huge political scandal 
and toppled her from 
power. The move comes 
after prosecutors grilled 
Park for 14 hours last 
week over suspicions 
that she colluded with 
a jailed confidante to 
extort from companies 
and committed other 
wrongdoing when she 
was in office. More on p12
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Reports: Kim Jong Nam remains 
to be repatriated to Macau today  P7
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Paulo Coutinho

CHINA contributed 20 
percent to the gross 
revenue of the entire 
Malo Clinic Group in 

2016, second only to Portugal 
(57 percent). 

The founder and president 
of the group, Paulo Malo, is 
adamant about Macau’s role 
in developing his greater Chi-
na and Asian empire: “To be 
honest, I would never ever in 
my wildest dreams think that 
such a clinic in Macau would 
bring me so much credibility 
and so much influence in the 
Asia Pacific region.”

It was literally word of mou-
th.

“A guy from China came here 
to have his teeth treated. ‘Hey, 
this is good. Wow, what is this 
here?’ ‘This is how we do it.’ 
‘Can you do this in China?’ 
‘Yes, find me the right part-
ners.’”

Fifteen clinics have been 
opened in China in the past 
two years and the group has 
footholds in Japan, Singapo-
re, Thailand and Australia. 
Currently, it is negotiating 
deals in South Korea, Indone-
sia, Malaysia, and Hong Kong. 
The strategy is focused on fin-
ding local partners in the in-
dustry because “we want the 
medical network, not only the 
money.”

That is what happened this 
year with the clinic at The Ve-
netian. “Now we have a new 
shareholder, which is a phar-
maceutical company from 
Tianjin.” There, at the giant 
Cotai casino, Malo also plans 
to reopen the medical spa faci-
lity – the largest of its kind in 
the world – and bring it back 
to full operation.

The Macau expansion is 
forging ahead through other 
types of collaboration. Just 
this month, Malo Clinic signed 
a partnership agreement with 
Data Pacific Medical Group 
that will result in the opening 
of two dental clinics in the 
short- to medium-term. The 
first one will open this year in 
downtown Macau, at Centro 
Médico Pedder, and a larger 
one will open next year in the 
islands. The investment will 
amount to over two million 
patacas for the operation at 
Pedder and MOP17.5 million 
for the large clinic in Taipa.

A famous dental surgeon 
and health guru, Paulo Malo, 
at 54, continues to dream big. 
Besides expanding the core 
business, his interests are vast 
and diversified – from wine, 
breeding pigs, and frozen food 
to his most recent passion, 
aquaculture.

“I recently bought a property 
in Algarve to breed ‘free-ran-
ge’ fish, where it feels like 
Africa,” he says, reminiscing 
about his childhood in Angola.

There was much to talk about, 
his new ventures and dreams, 
but the interview focused on 
Macau and the need to recover 
from the initial inertia of the 
plan to transform the city into 
a medical tourist destination 
– that is, “if the government 
really wants it.” He wishes 
to engage all stakeholders in 
the city to devise a roadmap 
to reinvent Macau as a health 
destination.

“Gambling will definitely 
always be the biggest. There’s 
no way you’re going to take 
the ‘pole position’ from gam-
bling, but health can be as big, 
or bigger, than shopping.”

In the interview with the Ti-
mes, Dr Paulo Malo started by 
recalling that “diversification” 
from gambling was what ini-
tially brought him to Macau in 
2009. 

Macau Daily Times 
(MDT) - The Macau cli-
nic opened in Macau with 
high expectations. Did it 
meet your expectations? 

Paulo Malo (PM) - We bui-
lt a clinic in Macau, not to ser-
ve Macau, but to serve this re-
gion of the world. That is why 
we invested so much money, 
over USD15 million, and we 
constructed the biggest medi-
cal spa in the world. This cli-
nic was made to be focused on 
medical tourism. Macau is one 
of the places in the world, if 
not ‘the’ place in the world that 
receives the most tourists per 
square meter. It’s bigger than 
Las Vegas. It is a huge concen-
tration of tourists in this area 
and these tourists are not ba-
ckpacking tourists, these tou-
rists come with money for the 
casinos, shows, and shopping. 
So this is the perfect place in 
the world to have a high qua-
lity clinic in selected [medical] 
specialties: full health-checks, 
dental, ophthalmology, can-

cer, hair transplant check-up, 
anti-aging therapies, plastic 
surgery, and IVF. Those are 
some of the most important 
specialties for medical tou-
rism because people come for 
the shopping, for the casinos, 
this and that and they [can] 
have a medical check-up. 
Everybody above 50 years old 
has dental problems, everybo-
dy above 50 years old has 
hearing problems, everybody 
above 50 years old has sight 
problems. Everybody is losing 
hair, everybody wants to look 
younger. Now, what happened 
was that as you know, politi-
cs in Macau are not geared 
towards bringing medical tou-
rism to Macau. Macau concen-
trates on marketing casinos. 
This is a casino town. 

MDT - Yet politicians are 
saying – again and again - 
they want to diversify…

PM – Yes, that’s what brou-
ght me here. What brought me 
to the city was that the politi-
cians were saying that Macau 
cannot be casinos-only. There 
was even some pressure from 
the Central Government that 
they would not like to have 
just casinos, so they would like 
to develop the shopping expe-
rience and they would like to 
develop medical tourism be-
cause, you see, the clients are 
already here. We don’t need 
to bring them, we just need to 
add on [services].That’s what 
brought me here; but as you 
know that is not true. There 

is absolutely nothing done in 
terms of the government pro-
moting medical tourism, and 
of course, medical care in Ma-
cau is not really to internatio-
nal standards.

MDT - Do you still hope 
that we can get there?

PM – Yes, because this can-
not go on and sooner or later 
the government will unders-
tand that Macau needs more 
than just casinos. I unders-
tand that medical tourism 
will never be as strong as the 
casinos in terms of revenue. 
But you know, this town can-
not just survive on casinos. It 
needs to have a little bit more 
and that’s why we came to Ma-
cau. And where did we start 
our activity? We started inside 
a casino exactly because first, 
we were invited by the casino, 
the biggest casino, and they 
helped us to build this clinic 
and the reason we were insi-
de the casino was exactly to 

benefit from this particular 
situation, which is [that] the 
tourists were already there…

Coming back to your ques-
tion about how do I judge the 
experience? This experience 
[in the region] was very im-
portant for us because of Ma-
cau. Because of Macau, we are 
now the biggest dental service 
providers in all of Asia. Becau-
se of Macau, we have nine cli-
nics in Thailand, six clinics in 
Singapore, five clinics in Aus-
tralia, and two in Japan.

MDT - It was because 
of the Macau clinic that 
your brand expanded into 
Asia?

PM - Yes, of course. People 
came here and they started to 
ask and they started seeing 
things. 18 clinics opened in 
China. Another 42 are ope-
ning in Japan during this year.

MDT - So the government 
did you a favor actually.

PM – [Smiles] Well the go-
vernment did nothing. What 
happened actually was that 
people from Asia came to the 
clinic here. A guy from China 
came here to have his teeth 
treated. “Hey, this is good. 
Wow, what is this here?” “This 
is how we do it.” “Can you do 
this in China?” “Yes, find me 
the right partners.” [This also 
happened] with a guy from 
Japan. This is how we grew in 
Asia.

Macau was the seed. It is 
amazing what Macau did to 

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW | PAULO MALO

Health can be ‘bigger than shopping’

PAULO MALO
EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW  

 
We built a 
clinic [at The 
Venetian], not 
to serve Macau, 
but to serve 
this region of 
the world.

Clinic in Beijing
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us. Even people from Las Ve-
gas came to Macau and after 
seeing, they wanted to do it 
in Las Vegas… If you look at 
the particular economics of 
the Macau clinic, it was not a 
huge success. It was okay. But, 
if you look at the region as a 
whole, Macau was a huge suc-
cess. Without Macau, we wou-
ld never ever have been able to 
do what we did.

MDT - So moving 
forward, what is your res-
ponsibility as a sharehol-
der, as a manager and as a 
practitioner?

PM - Now we have a part-
ner, which is a pharmaceutical 
company from Tianjin [Tian-
jing Chase Pharmaceutical 
Sun Co Ltd]. They just came 
in this year. Finally we have a 
good partner because we were 
not happy with the partners 
we had. Malo Clinic was made 
for the region and we always 
looked for a partner that was 
not the person with the mo-
ney, but the person with the 
network. I did not want [just] 

anybody to come only with the 
money, I wanted somebody 
to come with the medical ne-
twork. For instance, I always 
looked for partnerships with 
some top Thai hospitals and 
some top South Korean hospi-
tals and even some top Hong 
Kong hospitals. If we had this 
partnership [I believed] that 
this would just [explode], but 
we never made it. So today, we 
have a clinic that is taking its 
first steps on the medical side 
due to this pharmaceutical 
company [shareholder] and 
we are now engaging in fin-
ding collaborations with top 
medical destination hospitals 
in the region because that’s 
the way to go.

MDT - You do the check- 
ups…

PM - We focus on full heal-
th checks. Anti-aging. Malo 
Clinic is pretty good in an-
ti-aging. We are also strong 
in fertility [treatment]. We 
are one of the biggest clinics 
in the world for IVF and this 
is something we want here, 
but fertilization, no, we can’t 
[pursue it here], because the 
Macau government does not 
promote that law. We are stu-
ck, so if you want [fertilization 
treatment] you have to go out 
of Macau, you have to go to 
the country next-door.

Yet, I believe we are starting 
to reach out, after all these 
years, we’re starting to un-
derstand the network in Ma-
cau, the people. So I believe 
that this year we will promote 
a meeting amongst top medi-
cal service providers, so that 

we could approach the gover-
nment and ask for help. We 
cannot do anything without 
the help of the government. 
First of all, [we need] to get 
some hurdles out of the way, 
things like labor [import res-
trictions]. You can import a 
doctor, but if you cannot im-
port a nurse you’re stuck. We 
do not have [sufficiently] spe-
cialized people in Macau in 
medical services.

I don’t believe that Macau 
will carry on being just a casi-
no city. We have to evolve, we 
have to look for other things 
that bring advantages. It will 
always be a casino city, there’s 
no way around it. Las Vegas 
has been like this for a long 
time, but Las Vegas is also an 
entertainment city and also a 
medical city and also a pensio-

ners’ residential city.
MDT –You signed a part-

nership with a local medi-
cal service provider this 
month. What are we going 
to see in the near future?

PM - In the very near future, 
meaning within months, you 
will see a dental clinic in Ma-
cau because we have this insi-
de The Venetian. You will see 
a small dental clinic on the pe-
ninsula and in the mid-term, 
you will see a big dental clinic 
integrated in a larger medical 
facility.

MDT – Will this partner-
ship help you grow in Chi-
na? Is that on the table?

PM – The partnership will 
not influence China. The 
partnership will definitely in-
fluence medical tourism in 
Macau and it might influence 
Hong Kong because the part-
ner has some partnerships in 
Hong Kong that we can be-
nefit from, but definitely, the 
idea is to move forward into a 
dental tourism group. Serious 
dental tourism like we have in 
Europe here in Macau, for the 
[Asia Pacific] region because 
dental [health service] in the 
region is very poor and I’ll 
give you some numbers. At the 
Malo Clinic in Bangkok, 60 
percent of the patients come 
from Australia [where they 
have good dental care but it is 
expensive].

MDT – Much like the 
idea behind the casinos’ 
expansion, Macau has 350 
million people within a fi-
ve-hour flight radius…

PM – Yes, it is amazing. 
And the lack of understanding 
of that we can piggy back on 
what already exists in Macau 
is shocking. We have millions 
of people coming to Macau 
[every month], millions.

MDT - We are not taking 
advantage of that?

PM – We are not taking ad-
vantage of that. Who are these 
people? If you look at these 
people, these are people co-
ming to Macau specifically 
for two things. Shopping and 

gambling, which means that 
these are not poor people. You 
don’t come to Macau if you’re 
poor because when you come 
to Macau you have to stay in 
a hotel. Hotels are not cheap 
in Macau.

MDT - We don’t see a lot 
of backpackers around…

PM – Of course not. If you go 
to Europe, if you go to Barce-
lona for instance, you see a lot 
of people sleeping on the bea-
ch and in small hotels of 20 
euro per night, but not here. 
So these people come here for 
that [gambling and shopping]. 
Now, what is the age range of 
these people? Most of them 
are above 45, 50 years old, be-
cause those are the guys who 
have the money. These people 
have bad teeth, they have bad 
eye sight. They have no hair, 
some of them are fat; some of 
them have other health pro-
blems from lack of exercise. 

MDT - So the next thing 
after gambling and sho-
pping can be health, 
buying health?

PM – Gambling will defi-
nitely always be the biggest. 
There’s no way you’re going 
to take the ‘pole position’ 
from gambling, but health 
can be as big or bigger than 
shopping because in Thai-
land that’s how it is. So heal-
th can surely be number two 
here. Macau can be a health 
destination. South Korea has 
all these problems now with 
the threat of North Korea. 
Thailand is a mess. So all of 
a sudden we have China and 
we have Macau, and Macau 
is right next to Hong Kong. I 
don’t see any big thing going 
on in Hong Kong - there’s no 
space and it’s too expensive. 
Macau is next to China. You 
literally walk into Macau from 
China. Then we’ll have a brid-
ge linking to Hong Kong. We 
have an airport that when you 
land in Macau, in less than ten 
minutes you are in the clinic 
or in a hospital. To me, this is 
obviously [a great asset] as a 
businessman and specialist in 
the health business.

 Just this 
month Malo 
Clinic signed a 
partnership… 
that will result 
in the opening 
of two new 
dental clinics in 
the MSAR The clinic in Lisbon has over 700 staff
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Renato Marques

A Judiciary Police (PJ) 
spokesperson said yester-

day that the force is currently 
looking for the ringleader of a 
criminal organization based in 
Malaysia which has reporte-
dly been targeting Macau with 
scams involving fake credit 
cards.

During a press conference yes-
terday, the spokesperson revea-
led that more cases related to the 
use of fake credit cards by Malay-
sian nationals have been found 
over the last couple of days.

Two individuals hired by the 

CRIME

PJ pursues ringleader in credit cards scam

criminal organization to buy 
goods using the fake credit cards 
were detained on Friday. The PJ 
said it received complaints of 
three different cases involving 
four Malaysians who were found 
with a total of 59 forged credit 
cards in their possession.

One of the detainees, a 19-year- 
old, was caught in possession of 
10 cards, and another 11 cards 
were found in his hotel room. 

The PJ said that he was opera-
ting with a partner, still at large, 
and that together between Mar-
ch 6 and 8 they managed to buy 
products amounting to approxi-
mately MOP180,000.

A further enquiry and an inves-
tigation into the suspect revea-
led that he had been hired for the 
job and he would get a reward 
equivalent to MOP4,000.

In another case, it was found 
that another Malaysian had bou-
ght bags, wallets and sneakers 
and paid for hotel rooms with 
some of the fake credit cards.

In his possession were 21 of 

these cards and it was found 
that three of them had been used 
successfully to purchase produc-
ts to the value of MOP37,000 in 
different shops across Macau.

In a third case, a 31-year-old 
male had been detained, said to 
be a taxi driver in Malaysia.

The hotel alerted the police af-
ter discovering that the man had 
paid his hotel bill with one of the 

fake cards.
The PJ were called to the ho-

tel by hotel management where 
they found the man around 5 
p.m. on March 24. In the man’s 
possession were 17 forged credit 
cards as well as leather bags and 
accessories he allegedly bought 
using the cards.

The man claimed to be acting 
alone but also informed the poli-
ce that he would get a 10 percent 
reward based on the value of the 
items he managed to buy.

In four successful transactions 
in different shops he spent a to-
tal of MOP102,108.

Fake diamond ring used as bait for swindle
THE Judiciary Police detained a man from 

mainland China who had been allegedly in-
volved in at least four different cases of swindling. 
According to the PJ report the man was caught 
after his last scam which was conducted on Mar-
ch 20.

The police received a complaint from a victim 
who said that a man approached him in the NAPE 
area claiming to have lost all his money gambling. 
He asked for some money to purchase food and to 
return back home.

The man then told him another story claiming 
that he needed more money to buy a mobile pho-
ne for his boss back in the mainland. In exchan-
ge, he gave as a deposit a diamond ring allegedly 
valued at HKD120,000.

After obtaining money from the victim, the man 
said that he would seek return of the ring upon 

payment of the loan the following day.
The victim handed over a total of MOP23,400 to 

the man who vanished, without trace. The victim 
took the ring to a pawnshop only to learn it was 
worthless.

The PJ noted the similarities in the story to 
another three last year which occurred between 
May and July in the peninsula central area and 
believed all to have been performed by the same 
person. Upon further investigation, the PJ found 
and arrested the man on the evening of March 22 
in the NAPE area.

Upon being questioned he admitted the four 
crimes, saying that the rings had been bought 
in Zhuhai for around RMB2,300 each. In total 
the swindler took from the four victims a sum of 
around MOP84,000 which he said he lost at the 
gaming tables. 
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 Graboyes is 
expected to 
be in Macau 
this week to 
prepare the 
office opening

A series of activities 
promoting reading 

will be held as part of 
“Macau Library Week” 
in order to celebrate the 
“World Book Day” on 
April 23. 

This year’s “Library 
Week 2017” aims to ex-
plore the relationship 
between images and 
reading. Starting this 
month, a series of acti-

‘Library Week’ explores link between images and reading
vities will be held to kick 
off the event, including 
talks on family members 
reading together by the 
Macau Public Library. 

Local and foreign 
speakers will talk about 
how to choose books for 
children. Creative crafts 
and reading workshops, 
a German comic book 
exhibition and library 
science talks by MLIMA 

will also constitute parts 
of the event.

In addition, there will 
be a number of activities 
from April 22-25 at the 
Old Court Building, in-
cluding an archived pe-
riodicals charity sale, a 
book exchange, reading 
accessories workshops, 
readings to families and 
reading game booths. 
Some activities are al-

ready open for registra-
tion.

Considered by the Cul-
tural Affairs Bureau as 
the “most prominent 
annual event of Macau’s 
libraries,” the event is 
co-organized by the Ma-
cau Public Library and 
the Wu Yee Sun Library 
(which belongs to the 
University of Macau) in 
April and May.

Daniel Beitler

A new form of gaming 
might be poised to en-
ter Macau’s casinos in 
the near future, blen-

ding traditional video gaming 
with betting opportunities. 

Video game gambling machi-
nes (VGM), spearheaded in the 
U.S. by New York-based firm 
GameCo, might serve as a calling 
card to younger, gambling-aver-
se audiences by raising the im-
pact of the gamer’s skill on their 
probability of hitting the jackpot 
and diminishing that of luck.

GameCo introduced the first 
VGMs in casinos in Atlantic City 
last November, starting with 
a game called “Danger Arena” 
that was trialled in Caesars Pa-
lace and Tropicana. It has since 
developed the company’s se-
cond game, “Pharaoh’s Secret 
Temple,” and launched it in the 
same two casinos earlier this 
year. Now the company is eyeing 
Macau in its expansion plans.

The company’s video games 
aim to cover traditional themes 
in the industry, such as action, 
combat and racing.

The general strategy behind 
the company is to take video ga-
mes to casino floors where they 
hope to attract new demogra-
phic segments, such as Millen-
nials, through “next generation” 
gaming machines.

Millennials and the younger 
population strata in general 
display less enthusiasm for tra-
ditional gambling machines, 
opting more for other entertain-
ment services in integrated re-
sorts, like bars and clubs.

The company’s co-founder and 
chief executive officer, Blaine 
Graboyes, told the Las Vegas 
Review Journal that VGMs will 
be instrumental in attracting the 
Millennial segment to casino 
floors. He said that according to 
the company’s market research, 
more than 60 percent of those 
playing VGMs in Atlantic City 
are younger than 40.

“Gamers also have a propensi-
ty for gambling and they don’t 
have any place to get together 
and socialize,” said Graboyes, 
according to the Las Vegas Re-
view Journal. “The opportunity 
was to create a destination at a 

This screenshot of a YouTube video shows a woman playing the Danger Arena game

how ‘danger arena’ works

“DANGER ARENA” is the first 
game developed by GameCo that 
was introduced to casinos in At-
lantic City. A combination of video 
gaming and gambling, “Danger 
Arena” offers players a 45-second 
window to shoot as many characters 
as possible in a “first-person shoot-
er” scenario. Players can bet at five 
price points from USD0.5 to $20 

each round. Defeating six out of 10 
characters earns players half of their 
money back, while a seven breaks 
even. Defeating more than seven 
enemies earns players between 2.5 
times and 25 times the bet, with the 
maximum return being $500 for 
one round. Outside of this, occa-
sional bonus prizes of up to $5,000 
are randomly offered to players.

Millennial-style video gaming 
could be next casino offering

casino that makes gamers feel 
like the cool kids.”

Frederico Santos Rosário, the 
chairman of local eSports or-
ganization Grow uP eSports, 
told the Times he is aware of 
GameCo’s foray into the Ma-
cau market and that he believes 
there may be an opportunity for 
cooperation between the two or-
ganizations.

“I guess they [GameCo] are 
already talking to most casinos 
and most have shown interest 
in GameCo,” he told the Times 
yesterday.

“We are eSports, casinos are 
slots (boring). Between slo-
ts and eSports, perhaps video 
game slots will fill the gap,” 
added Rosário. “Look, if there 
were machines that allow much 
more skill input than slot ma-
chines, perhaps my friends and 

I would go to have a drink and 
play in the casinos as an alterna-
tive to arcades. Or even better, 
there could be a mix of video 
game slots plus eSports - little 
weekend gatherings – just like 
in other sports clubs.”

Grow uP eSports has been lo-
bbying for official recognition 
as a sport from Macau’s Sports 
Bureau, which they believe will 
open the door to government 
sponsorship for local eGaming 
groups.

“If Blaine [Graboyes] deci-
des to work with us, then we 
can promote diversity together 
and show the government that 
the current and next genera-
tion wants something more 
challenging and entertaining 
[in Macau],” said Rosário on 
whether the market entry of 
GameCo might inadvertently 

aid their objective.
GameCo, the first U.S. com-

pany making VGMs, is aiming 
to raise USD30 million in its 
third round of funding as it pre-
pares to launch into new gaming 
markets.

“We are just starting on our 
next round now with the target 

of raising $20 million to $30 
million depending on market 
conditions,” the company CEO 
added. The company gathered 
almost $10 million in two prior 
rounds of fundraising.

The latest fundraising round 
pre-empts the company’s plan 
to open an office in Macau. Ac-
cording to the Las Vegas Review 
Journal, Graboyes will be in 
Macau this week to prepare the 
office opening and to meet with 
casino owners and regulators.

Expansion into Macau – and 
also Las Vegas – represents the 
second stage in the company’s 
growth plan, which began in 
Atlantic City. Ultimately, Gra-
boyes said he believes there is 
a market for independent VGM 
centers outside of casinos.

“It is only a matter of time befo-
re there is a video-game casino,” 
he said. “We are driving ideas for 
it and we would hope to be a key 
partner of the first one.”
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 Zeng Fanzhi’s 
‘The Last 
Supper’ was 
auctioned for 
USD23.3m back 
in 2013 

Renato Marques

THE Fire Services 
(CB) was called to a 

total of 45,778 cases in 
2016, 557 higher than 
the previous year and 
an increase of 1.23 per-
cent year-on-year. 

During a press con-
ference yesterday, CB 
Commander Leong Iok 
Sam said that all opera-
tional areas had repor-
ted an increase in the 
number of cases.

The report indicates a 
higher increase in ca-
ses related to the CB 
“special services,” whi-
ch includes incidents 
resulting from falling 
objects and trees, gas 
leaks and misuse of 
dangerous products.

Leong noted that the 
increase in cases invol-
ving falling objects and 
trees was largely due to 
the effects of typhoons.

Rescue operation ser-
vices were involved in 
a total of 1,461 cases 
in 2016, an 88 case in-
crease, which accoun-
ts for a growth of 6.41 
percent year-on-year. 
Most of those cases 
were related to sea res-

More calls to Fire Services in 2016
cues, although there 
were rescue events in 
other areas, such as the 
May 4 event involving 
a man from the main-
land. He engaged in a 
stand-off that lasted 
around 18 hours whi-
le threatening to com-
mit suicide by jumping 
from a building.

Leong Iok Sam also 
mentioned several ma-
jor incidents in 2016, 
including the February 
11 fire that destroyed 
one of the pavilions of 
A-Ma Temple in Barra, 
the tourist bus crash at 
Rua da Entena that left 
32 injured and caused 
severe damage to one 
building, a December 
20 accident involving 
two tourist buses in the 
surrounding area of the 
Broadway Hotel that 
left 57 injured people 
and also the December 
27 blaze that destroyed 
89 motorcycles on Ave-
nida Norte do Hipodro-
mo.

According to the CB 
Commander, local resi-
dents were cooperative 
regarding fire preven-
tion. 

False calls to emer-

gency services was less 
significant, Leong said: 
“The CB had reinfor-
ced awareness and in-
formation campaigns 
about the appropria-
te use of ambulances 
from last year, in order 
to achieve a decrease 
in the number of calls, 
[...] which registered a 
significant reduction 
when compared to the 
results of the past 10 
years.”

As for the major tasks 
of the CB over the past 
year, Leong highlighted 
the successful creation 
of the “special rescue 
team,” officially esta-
blished on September 
2016 and aiming to 
provide a fast respon-
se to “big, serious and 
complicated disasters 
or accidents” in order 
to “increase efficiency 
in rescue and minimize 
the losses through the 
use of advanced equi-
pment, professional te-
chniques and effective 
strategies.”

The CB chief said that 
the primary task for 
this year will be the 
creation of the new re-
gime of communitarian 

fire safety, as stated by 
the Secretary for Se-
curity, Wong Sio Chak. 
Although details on 
when and what will be 
covered by the regime 
are yet to be annou-
nced, Leong said “we 
have already delivered 
our opinions to the go-
vernment,” hinting that 
there is a possibility of 
the establishment of 
penalties for those that 
do not comply with the 
rules.

Coloane, Ilha Verde and HKZM 
bridge are future challenges
REMARKING on the upcoming 

challenges for the Fire Services (CB), 
Leong Iok Sam specified all the areas of 
Coloane, Ilha Verde and the new opera-
tion of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau 
Bridge (HKZMB) for which the CB has 
already commenced planning the in-
frastructure to meet those needs.

There are planned and ongoing works 
for the new Fire Station in Coloane, ai-
ming to provide a fast response to the 
areas of Cotai, Seac Pai Van as well as 
increase the support to the operations 
in Hengqin, the airport and Fuel Park.

Also, Ilha Verde is expected to begin 
operations in a temporary operations 

center to support the works for the new 
border crossing at Guangdong-Macau 
(Qingmao Border checkpoint) and to 
bolster the current development of Ilha 
Verde in terms of several major infras-
tructure projects.

The CB also expects to shortly com-
plete an operations center that is being 
built at the exit point of the HKZMB - 
on the new landfills near the Border 
Gate - in order to improve the response 
to any incidents on the bridge.

It was also said that besides the buil-
ding of additional infrastructure, such 
developments present a big challenge to 
CB in terms of human resources. 

Lynzy Valles

POLY Auction Macau is set to 
hold its first co-auction with 

Poly Auction Hong Kong in cele-
bration of the Hong Kong firm’s 
fifth anniversary.

Scheduled to present 20th cen-
tury Chinese masterpieces, the 
co-auction will feature several 
works of contemporary artists, 
including Zeng Fanzhi and his 
“Mask Series 1996 No. 6.” Other 
featured artists include Xu 
Beihong, Li Keran, Wu Guan-
zhong, Chu Teh-chun and Zao 
Wou-ki. 

The co-auction titled “Fusion 
– Special Feature of Chinese Art 
jointly presented by Hong Kong 
and Macau,” will include a series 
of selected Chinese masterpie-
ces from six different artists.

Speaking on the sidelines of a 
press conference held yester-
day at the Regency Art Hotel, 
director of Poly Auction Macau, 
Sabrina Ho, described the upco-
ming auction as special, due to 
the particularly rare pieces se-
lected to be auctioned.

“They [Hong Kong] have a lot 
of pieces themselves but we only 
picked the most important pie-
ces and especially that piece [by 

Poly Macau to hold auction with Poly HK
Zeng Fanzhi] that we most fo-
cus on […] because it’s basically 
a museum piece and it’s very 
rare,” she said.

Ho also expressed her gratitu-
de at the newly established auc-
tion firm being selected to host 
the auction for Zeng Fanzhi’s 
artwork.

According to her, “Mask Series 

1996 No. 6,” is one of the top 
three pieces he has painted.

“We’re only new. Maybe it’s 
luck, or maybe the culture of 
our company has been relating 
to youth culture, a lot of young 
hotel art fair and young student 
graduate shows,” Ho, daughter 
of Stanley Ho, said.

“So I think they admire the cul-
ture of the company and out of 
all the auction houses, they have 
picked us to auction this really 

rare museum piece,” she conti-
nued.

Meanwhile, the director has 
noted that they have high hopes 
for Zeng’s “Mask Series 1996 No. 
6,” anticipating a sum as great 
as his painting “The Last Su-
pper” – which was auctioned for 
USD23.3 million back in 2013. 

“The Last Supper” set a new re-
cord price for a work by an Asian 
contemporary artist.

“Our hope is that it could be 
as great as The Last Supper to 
break another record but even 
so, it has broken the record for 
Macau,” she said, adding that 
this art piece is probably one 
of the most expensive, rare and 
well-known pieces that has been 
involved with a locally set up 
company.

Zeng’s “Mask Series 1996 No. 
6” is currently being displayed at 
the Gallery of Regency Art Hotel 
until April 5.

No initial price for Zeng’s piece 
has been indicated in the firm’s 
statement, however other ar-
tworks were estimated to be 
auctioned from HKD2 million 
to HKD18 million.

Viewing and the auction will 
take place at Grand Hyatt Hong 
Kong from April 1 to April 4.Sabrina Ho (center) pictured yesterday

The CB Commander, Leong Iok Sam 
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Employment rate 
holds steady
The general unemployment rate for the 
three-month period, December 2016 
to February 2017, held at 2 percent, 
information from the Statistics and Census 
Service released yesterday indicated. 
Meanwhile, the unemployment rate 
of local residents was 2.8 percent and 
the underemployment rate stood at 0.5 
percent. All three indicators held stable 
as in the previous three-month period 
between November 2016 and January 
2017. The total labor force during the 
period was 387,000 and the labor force 
participation rate stood at 70.9 percent. 
Total employment was 379,100 and the 
number of employed residents totaled 
277,100, down by 2,800 and 800 
respectively from the previous period. The 
number of the unemployed was 7,900, 
similar to that in the previous period. 
Fresh labor force entrants searching for 
their first job accounted for 8.4 percent 
of the total unemployed, up by 0.8 
percentage points.

GCS to launch 
Facebook page 
The Government Information Bureau is 
to launch a Facebook page today, in order 
to enhance its engagement with the public 
and to allow more convenient access to 
government-issued information. According 
to a statement issued yesterday, the main 
topics covered include government events, 
public policy matters and live streaming of 
special news topics, as well as videos and 
photograph collections produced by the 
bureau. Information shared on the page 
will be in Chinese.

THE remains of Kim 
Jong Nam, the de-
ceased half-brother 
of North Korean des-

pot Kim Jong Un, was relea-
sed from the Kuala Lumpur 
Hospital yesterday, reported 
Malaysia’s The Sun Daily, and 
will repatriated to his family in 
Macau today.

The repatriation is thought 
to have been organized by the 
Malaysian Foreign Ministry, 
which is in communication 
with his immediate family in 
Macau. It will ultimately inva-
lidate Pyongyang’s demands 
to have the body immediately 
returned to North Korea.

According to various reports, 
Kim’s remains were transpor-
ted from the National Foren-
sic Institute at the hospital in 
the early afternoon and taken 
to an unknown location for 
what was understood to be re-
ligious rites. The remains will 
later be brought to the MSAR, 
according to the reports. 

Several Malaysian police of-
ficers visited the embassy yes-
terday morning, according to 

Kim Jong Nam

KIM JONG NAM

Malaysian reports: Remains to 
be repatriated to Macau today

Malaysian media reports, to 
brief embassy officials, befo-
re transporting the body and 
preparing it for repatriation to 
Macau. 

The successful entry of the 
authorities comes after more 
than a month of having police 
officers stationed outside the 
embassy.

Jong Nam was assassinated 
at Kuala Lumpur Internatio-
nal Airport on February 13, 
poisoned with the banned 
VX nerve agent by two young 
women – one from Vietnam 
and the other from Indonesia 
– who claim to have believed 
they were participating in a te-
levision prank.

North Korean officials say 
that the man who died at the 
airport was Kim Chol, as per 
the name on the passport car-
ried by the man, and that he 
died of a heart attack. Pyon-
gyang has accused Malaysia of 
operating under the influence 
of its bitter rivals, South Korea 
and the U.S.

Malaysian authorities main-
tain that they identified Jong 
Nam’s body based on a DNA 
sample obtained from one of 
his children.

One of Jong Nam’s sons, the 
21-year-old Kim Han Sol, is 
believed to be based in Ma-
cau, though some reports 
have speculated that he may 
be residing in Beijing since his 
father’s assassination, out of a 
fear for his safety.

Aside from the two young 
women, eight North Koreans 
are suspected of having some 
involvement in the assassina-
tion, including diplomat Hyon 
Kwang-song and two others 
who are thought be hiding in 
the North Korean embassy in 
Kuala Lumpur.
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Danica Kirka, London 

TIM Barlow pushes a 
green stamp onto the 
edge of an unfinished 
plate, leaving behind the 

words “Made in England.”
It’s still a piece of unglazed gray 

clay, a far cry from the gleaming 
decorated disc of Wedgwood Jas-
perware it will become, but Bar-
low and his employers are betting 
those words will be a selling point 
as Britain begins the process of 
leaving the European Union.

“It takes on a greater importan-
ce now we’re coming out of Eu-
rope,” he says, matter-of-factly. 
“We’re standing on our own 
now.”

It’s not just Wedgwood, the 
258-year-old firm that has su-
pplied tableware to Britain’s 
royal family, the Kremlin and the 
White House. Companies ran-
ging from luxury clothes maker 
Burberry to Bee Good, a small 
business making products from 
British bees, are hoping to make 
virtue out of necessity by promo-
ting British identity as a selling 
point.

For some, like Wedgwood, it 
can mean appealing to foreign 
visions of a stereotypical Britain: 
the traditional, classy culture of 
high tea and garden parties. For 
others it’s a bet that consumers 
around the world recognize the 
quality of British workmanship 
and are willing to pay a premium 
for it.

The question is important for 
British business if, as expec-
ted, Brexit leads to tariffs and 
other barriers to trade with the 
EU, the country’s biggest export 
market. Exports of goods and 
services account for about 27 per-
cent of the British economy, with 
almost half of exports going to 
the EU.

The government is trying to 
bolster overseas trade with a fi-
ve-year program designed to 
help 100,000 new exporters sell 
goods and services abroad. The 
Exporting is Great website lists 
potential buyers including onli-
ne retailers in China looking for 
U.K. jewelry and housewares, a 
Japanese company interested in 
British raincoats and Wellington 
boots, and a Turkish importer 
seeking British cosmetics.

Leaning into the uncertainty, 
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I think Britain 
will sell more 
than ever.

ULRIK GARDE DUE
FISKARS CORP PRESIDENT 

The statue of Wedgwood founder Josiah Wedgwood 

Rule Britannia: Firms bet on 
British allure to get by Brexit 

Wedgwood has embarked on a 
sweeping revamp of its offerin-
gs to broaden its international 
market. Building on a heritage 
of making granny’s china, We-
dgwood is planning to capture 
the image of crumbling castles, 
Downton Abbey and Will & 
Kate as it expands to a younger 
audience and tries to tap into 
the zeitgeist of companies like 
Burberry — except that they are 
doing it for homeware.

Wedgwood is an “unpolished 
jewel to undust,” said Ulrik Gar-
de Due, president of the Fiskars 
Corp. unit that owns the com-
pany. Helsinki-based Fiskars 
bought Wedgwood, founded in 
what is now Stoke-on-Trent, En-
gland, in 1759, two years ago.

“I think Britain will sell more 
than ever” after Brexit, he said. 
“It’s turning into a positive. We 
are turning it into an opportuni-
ty.”

There’s value for a company in 

being associated with Britain. 
The country is generally percei-
ved as a “quality supplier,” which 
means that customers in new and 
emerging markets are willing to 
pay as much as 7 percent more 
for British products, according 
to a 2014 study by the Centre for 
Economics & Business Research 
for London-based Barclays bank.

“There are bigger premiums to 
be had when products are marke-
ted as ‘Made in Britain,’” the re-
port said.

Like Wedgwood, Burberry tur-
ned up the volume on heritage 
in its latest show last month in 
London. The company, known 
for trench coats to fend off the 
British weather and traditional 
plaid linings, used the curving 
sculptures of the late British ar-
tist Henry Moore as a backdrop 
for their show, with fashionistas 
receiving invitations etched on 
stones recalling his work.

The question is whether Wed-

gwood and other companies that 
bank on being British will find 
their names tarnished by the tur-
moil of Brexit. In the immediate 
aftermath of the Brexit vote, the-
re were reports of continental Eu-
ropeans shunning British goods. 
Carmaker Jaguar Land Rover, for 
example, said last summer that 
some European customers were 
explicitly avoiding their vehicles 
after the Brexit vote.

But the long term is another 
matter. Branding expert Richard 
Cope, of research firm Mintel, says 
that Brexit can be positive, particu-
larly in trade outside Europe.

Brexit “strengthens the idea 
that Britain is a bit different,” 
Cope said. “It’s not like the rest 
of Europe. It’s another thing that 
makes it different. I don’t think 
that’s a bad thing if you are ex-
porting to Japan or the United 
States.”

In a period of international 
flux, people will retreat to brands 

with status, brands that stand 
for something, said Simi Nijher, 
an associate strategist at brand 
consultant Siegel+Gale. Outside 
of Britain, people won’t question 
what Britain means, and won’t 
bother with the soul searching 
under way right now in the U.K. 
about identity and the future wi-
thout membership in the single 
market.

“When you put a stamp of pro-
venance on something, you want 
that to be very clear, very simple,” 
Nijher said. “That link is very 
clear. It’s about quality, about 
heritage. It’s about attaining so-
mething that is desirable and, 
no, I don’t think that will change 
with Brexit.”

Much is at stake for companies 
like Wedgwood, and for people 
like Barlow. A short stroll arou-
nd the factory floor showed em-
ployees with extraordinary levels 
of service — 20, 30, even 40 years 
of painting, molding and firing 
clay.

These are the people who have 
been through the good times and 
the tough times, surviving the 
company’s recent bankruptcy, re- 
organization and purchase.

Barlow picked up a vase in the 
Jasperware line, a classic design 
with white Grecian style figures 
on blue background. He flipped 
it over.

“I got my initials at the bottom 
as well,” he said proudly. “So 
in 200 years, on the Antiques 
Roadshow [TV program], you 
might be able to say: It was one 
of mine.” AP

corporate bits
mgm extends art basel hk tours to locals cesl asia cooperates with ‘spin.works’

MGM provided an opportunity 
for the Macau creative communi-
ty to travel to Art Basel this mon-
th through the sponsorship of its 
parent Company, MGM Resorts 
International.

so economic and social deve-
lopment with investments and 
operations in both markets, spe-
cifically in terms of advancing 
the use of sustainable energy 
and technology solutions.

The local company has so far 
invested in two Concentration 
Photovoltaic Power Plants in 
Southern Portugal.

The company pledged to fur-
ther its investments into “seed 
to table” programs and into 
applying state-of-the-art techno-
logies in energy and agriculture 
projects.

Industries Fund and the Commi-
ttee of Cultural Industries, as well 
as a group of 18 students and 
professors from the Visual Arts 
and Design bachelor’s degree 
programs of the Macau Polyte-

CESL Asia is set to showca-
se its association with “Spin. 
Works” at the upcoming 2017 
Macau International Environ-
mental Co-operation Forum & 
Exhibition.

“Spin.Works” is a Portugue-
se technology company that 
applies proprietary space tech-
nology to unmanned craft equi-
pped with high-tech intelligen-
ce, resulting in a wide variety of 
applications.

According to a statement is-
sued by CESL Asia, the firm is 
also working to foster Sino-Lu-

From March 23 to 25, MGM 
has invited Macau community 
members to join three separate 
tours to Art Basel Hong Kong.

Participants in the tours inclu-
ded 27 members of the Cultural 

chnic Institute.
The tours began in the mor-

ning with a ride on the MGMRI 
Sponsored Tram Project, “Twen-
ty-Five Minutes Older” by Hong 
Kong artist Kingsley Ng, followed 
by a journey through Wan Chai 
and its revamp of Lei Tung street 
through creative initiatives, and 
concluded with a tour at Art Ba-
sel.

The gaming operator added in 
a statement that the tour groups 
were given the opportunity to in-
teract with Ng, who is known for 
creating conceptual art projects 
that are community-engaging.
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Zhao Yifeng displays photos of his brother Zhao Liping with injuries to his arms during an interview at a hotel in Beijing
Zhao Liping is seen during a family excursion near 
Hohhot city in Inner Mongolia region (2013)

Gillian Wong, Beijing

AT first blush, the plight of 
former Chinese police of-

ficial Zhao Liping might not win 
much sympathy.

When a court sentenced Zhao, 
who’d wielded enormous power 
over his fellow citizens, to death 
for murder and corruption, state 
media hailed the ruling as evidence 
of equality before the law. Reports 
called it a milestone in the coun-
try’s crackdown on misbehaving 
officials.

Yet Zhao’s brother is now ques-
tioning the verdict, saying the ex
-official was abused in police cus-
tody and sentenced in a show trial 
— raising issues of justice that are 
rarely aired in politically sensitive, 
often tightly scripted cases.

“They want to execute my brother 
based on evidence that is too pro-
blematic,” Zhao Yifeng, a history 
professor at a university in the eas-
tern city of Changchun, told The 
Associated Press.

Zhao, who had enjoyed broad 
powers as head of public security 
in the northern Chinese region of 
Inner Mongolia, was sentenced to 
death in November for murder, ac-
cepting bribes and the possession 
of firearms. Zhao, who has denied 
the charges, appealed the senten-
ce. The appeal was rejected by a 
higher court in Shanxi province in 
February.

China’s highest court, the Su-
preme People’s Court, is now re-
viewing his death sentence, as it 
does for all capital punishment 
cases.

Zhao’s brother has written a de-

tailed letter appealing for a fair 
trial and submitted it to the court 
through its “letters and petitions” 
department, the office that is de-
signated to hear citizens’ com-
plaints.

“This concerns my brother’s life 
and whether the facts of this case 
have been made clear,” Zhao Yi-
feng said in a recent interview. 
Equally important, he added, “It 
also concerns how the country’s 
current judicial system is actually 
functioning.”

The case has drawn a high level 
of public interest because Zhao is 
the first ministerial-level official to 
be sentenced to death in President 
Xi Jinping’s hallmark crackdown 
on corruption that started in late 
2012.

Zhao, now 66, was found guilty of 
murdering a 27-year-old woman 
said to have had an “intimate rela-
tionship” with him by shooting her 
on March 20, 2015, in the Inner 
Mongolian city of Chifeng, about 
400 kilometers (250 miles) nor-
theast of Beijing. Chinese media re-
ports said Zhao had burned and bu-

ried the body of his mistress, identi-
fied only by her surname, Li, outside 
the city. They speculated that Zhao 
feared Li would expose him for 
some unspecified corruption.

The court also said Zhao, who 
rose through the ranks of the po-
lice in the sparsely populated but 
resource-rich region over a three-
decade career, used his leadership 
position from 2008 to 2010 to 
“seek benefits” when promoting 
people and taking 24 million yuan 
(USD3.5 million) in bribes. He was 
also convicted of illegally owning 
guns, bullets and detonators.

Zhao’s brother disputes only the 
murder charge, saying he does not 
know enough about the other char-
ges to challenge the prosecution’s 
arguments. He also points to viola-
tions of due process in the overall 
handling of the case.

Zhao Yifeng said his brother was 
denied access to a lawyer in his first 
six months of custody despite his 
and his family’s attempts to hire 
one for him.

Interrogators used torture to 
extort a confession from Zhao, 
his brother said, citing a lawyer’s 
record from reviewing the pro-
secution’s case files and an inter-
rogation video. In one session, 
Zhao was put through 22 hours of 
questioning with his chest, arms 
and legs strapped and cuffed to a 
chair in order to immobilize him, 
kept awake throughout and denied 
medication for a heart condition, 
according to his brother.

Even after two years, Zhao has 
deep scars on his wrists, his bro-
ther said. He cites his brother as 
saying in court that the injuries 

were inflicted by interrogators 
who pressed down hard on his  
handcuffed wrists. In photos 
Zhao’s brother hopes to submit to 
China’s highest court, the former 
official is seen in a prison uniform 
extending his scarred wrists before 
him.

He also says the courts ignored 
serious flaws in the prosecution’s 
argument, including that none of 
the prosecution’s three key witnes-
ses identified Zhao as the killer in a 
police lineup.

Zhao’s defense lawyers raised 
these issues in their arguments. 
Yet, his brother says, they don’t 
appear to have figured into the ver-
dict, issued just days after the trial.

“This is a terrible thing, because 
what then is the point of the trial? 
It’s all just a big performance,” 
Zhao Yifeng said.

The Supreme People’s Court, the 
two courts in Shanxi province whe-
re the case was tried, and police 
and prosecutors in Chifeng, where 
Zhao was interrogated, did not res-
pond to repeated requests for com-
ment sent by fax and phone.

Zhao’s appeal comes amid grea-
ter scrutiny of complaints of police 
abuse in China and problems with 
its judicial system, where courts 
have a 99 percent conviction rate 
— one of the highest in the world.

Maya Wang, a researcher with 
New York-based Human Rights 
Watch, said it wouldn’t be surpri-
sing if Zhao had been tortured whi-
le in police custody.

“The government doesn’t give 
any statistics on the use of tortu-
re, but it is striking that such fate 
can befall almost anyone in Chi-

na — whether we’re talking about 
powerful former government offi-
cials or petty thieves,” Wang said.

In recent months, Chinese acti-
vists have been drawing attention 
to the plight of a rights lawyer, Xie 
Yang, who told his attorneys that 
he had been subjected to sleep 
deprivation, punched, kicked and 
otherwise tortured during inter-
rogations. Xie has been held since 
July 2015 in a crackdown on legal 
activism.

Interrogators find it easy to si-
destep government requirements 
aimed at curbing abuse because 
the police, prosecutors and judi-
ciary are ultimately controlled by 
the Communist Party. “They are 
required to work together to send 
suspects to jail, while the defense 
lawyer and the suspect have few 
rights and little power,” Wang said.

Yet public pressure to curb abu-
ses has grown following a string of 
wrongful convictions that recently 
came to light. China’s highest court 
has pledged to do more to prevent 
the use of torture to obtain confes-
sions, requiring interrogations to 
be videotaped, for example.

But while the torture of ordinary 
people in police custody might tri-
gger an outcry, there is little public 
sympathy for officials subjected to 
the same practices, part of a wides-
pread perception that officials en-
joy better treatment by police than 
ordinary suspects.

The Supreme People’s Court’s 
verdict on Zhao’s sentence is ex-
pected within weeks.

In the meantime, Zhao Yifeng has 
been traveling regularly to Beijing 
seeking to win his brother a retrial.

Sitting in his hotel room in Bei-
jing, Zhao recalled how he and his 
older brother had been close as 
children but drifted apart in their 
adult years, separated by distance 
as well as differing views.

“I’m an academic and more of 
a liberal, which is unlike him,” he 
said. “But if I could live this life 
again, I would stop my brother 
from getting into politics.” AP

COURTS

Brother seeks retrial for 
ex-police chief Zhao facing death

 
They want to 
execute my 
brother based 
on evidence 
that is too 
problematic.

ZHAO YIFENG
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Protesters scuffle with police officers during a protest against the chief executive election Sunday

Kelvin Chan, Hong Kong 

A day after Hong Kong 
picked a new pro
-Beijing leader, po-
lice are planning to 

arrest student leaders and 
other prominent figures in-
volved with the huge 2014 
“Umbrella Movement” pro-
democracy protests, activists 
said yesterday.

Police have informed nine 
people that they will be charged 
with committing a public nui-
sance, according to the Demo-
sisto political party, which sent 
a list of those being targeted to 
the media.

Hong Kong police, who have 
arrested more than 200 people 
for their involvement in the pro-
tests, did not reply to inquiries. 
The Department of Justice said 
police would prosecute nine 
people based on its legal advice, 
but did not identify them.

The arrests, which would 
come more than two years after 
the end of the massive protests, 
could reignite political tensions 
in Hong Kong as the city prepa-
res for its leadership transfer.

Beijing loyalist Carrie Lam 
promised to mend political di-
visions after she was named 
Hong Kong’s next leader on 
Sunday, but the impending 
arrests have fueled fears of a 
wider crackdown on pro-de-
mocracy supporters amid ri-
sing concerns about mainland 
China’s tightening grip on the 

semiautonomous city.
“We expect a large-scale po-

litical prosecution,” tweeted 
Joshua Wong, the young acti-
vist who helped lead the 2014 
protests and co-founded De-
mosisto, one of a new wave of 
pro-democracy parties that 
advocate “self-determination” 

or even independence from 
China. Wong has already been 
taken to court several times for 
his part in the protests, but is 
not among those being targeted 
this time.

Those targeted for arrest in-
clude two university professors, 
Benny Tai and Chan Kin-man, 

and the Rev. Chu Yiu-ming. 
They founded a civil disobe-
dience campaign that helped 
spark the 79-day protests de-
manding free elections for 
Hong Kong’s leader.

Others informed about their 
impending arrests include for-
mer student leaders Eason 

Chung and Tommy Cheung; 
a political activist; and three 
current and former pro-demo-
cracy lawmakers, according to 
Demosisto.

One of the lawmakers, Tanya 
Chan, who said she was called 
by police, said that “after all 
these years, first of all the ti-
ming, it’s very strange. It seems 
to be a well-designed plan of 
C.Y.,” referring to Hong Kong’s 
current leader, Leung Chun- 
ying, who is highly unpopular 
because of his hard-line stance 
against the protesters.

He will be replaced in July by 
Lam, who will take over a city 
split by political divisions and 
fears that Beijing is undermi-
ning the “one country, two sys-
tems” framework that promi-
ses Hong Kong high autonomy 
from the mainland.

The arrests appear to have 
been timed to protect Lam, 
who was Beijing’s preferred 
candidate, from facing tough 
questions about the govern-
ment’s crackdown during her 
leadership campaign, Amnesty 
International Hong Kong direc-
tor Mabel Au said.

“The authorities have had 
plenty of time to make this 
decision, so it does raise ques-
tions,” she said.

Lam pledged “to heal the divi-
de and to ease the frustrations 
and to unite our society to move 
forward.” But Tanya Chan said 
the arrests would make that 
more difficult. AP

NEW Zealand and Chi-
na announced yester-

day they would open talks 
soon to expand a success-
ful free-trade deal in place 
for nearly a decade.

The announcement came 
during a visit by Chinese 
Premier Li Keqiang.

New Zealand Prime Mi-
nister Bill English said the 
9-year-old deal had been a 
huge success and resulted 
in trade between the coun-
tries tripling. He said an 
upgrade to the agreement 
would expand trade fur-
ther, and that talks would 
begin next month.

Li also praised the deal, 
saying it was the first that 
China had signed with a 
developed nation and re-

mained the most advan-
ced. He said the deal helps 
send a signal to the world.

“It’s important to the 
peace and stability of the 
region and beyond,” he 
said.

New Zealand hopes that 
a renegotiated agreement 
would allow it to sell more 
dairy products to China, 
while China also hopes to 
sell more goods in New 
Zealand and erase a small 
trade deficit.

The original deal impo-
ses tariffs on certain New 
Zealand products sold in 
China after limits are rea-
ched.

“One of the issues from 
New Zealand’s point of 
view is that the growth in 

trade has been so strong 
that some of the safeguard 
levels set back in 2008 are 
quite low levels, and the 
dairy industry has raised 
this issue with us,” English 
said.

The countries announced 
several other agreements, 
including one that allows 
chilled New Zealand meat 
to be exported to China 
under a six-month trial. 
China already accepts fro-
zen sheep and beef meat.

“This agreement has the 
potential to be worth hun-
dreds of millions of dollars 
for our farmers, exporters 
and the wider economy,” 
said New Zealand Trade 
Minister Todd McClay in a 
statement.

Other agreements inclu-
de an increase in the ma-
ximum number of direct 
flights allowed between 
the countries, a joint cli-
mate action plan, and 
strengthened cooperation 
on China’s “One Belt, One 
Road” program.

The approach from Chi-
na and New Zealand to 
free trade stands in con-
trast to that of the U.S., 
where President Donald 
Trump has pulled out of 
a planned Pacific free-tra-
de agreement and has ex-
pressed skepticism about 
other such agreements.

Li traveled to New 
Zealand after visiting Aus-
tralia and is scheduled to 
stay until tomorrow. AP

HONG KONG

Activists: Police to arrest 
democracy protest leaders

New Zealand and China plan to expand free-trade deal 

Premier Li Keqiang (left) receives a hongi, a traditional Maori greeting, 
from Maori elder Professor Piri Sciascia at Government House in 
Wellington yesterday

 
We expect a 
large-scale 
political 
prosecution. 

JOSHUA WONG (TWEET)
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ple began evacuating low- 

lying areas of Australia’s tro-
pical northeast yesterday as a 
powerful cyclone bore down 
on the coast.

Cyclone Debbie was expec-
ted to cross the Queensland 
state coast along a sparsely 
populated 100-kilometer 
stretch between the towns of 
Ayr and Bowen early today, 
Australian Bureau of Me-
teorology forecaster Michael 
Paech said.

The cyclone was churning 
over the Pacific Ocean as a 
Category 3 storm, with wind 
gusts up to 165 kilometers 
per hour. It was expected 
to intensify to a Category 4 
storm with wind gusts up 
to 260 kph per hour when 
it crosses on to land, Paech 
said.

Queensland Premier An-
nastacia Palaszczuk urged 
people in the most vulnerable 
areas to evacuate yesterday 

AN avalanche killed 
seven Japanese 

high school students 
and an instructor yes-
terday during a moun-
taineering field trip 
at a ski resort north 
of Tokyo, authorities 
said.Nearly 50 studen-

Firefighters make rescue operation at a ski resort following an avalanche in Nasu, Tochigi 
prefecture, yesterday

JAPAN

Avalanche kills 7 
students, instructor

ts and instructors were 
caught by the morning 
avalanche in the town 
of Nasu in Tochigi pre-
fecture, about 190 ki-
lometers from the Ja-
panese capital.

Police confirmed the 
death of the eight peo-

AUSTRALIA

Residents begin evacuating 
ahead of cyclone 

before conditions deteriorate.
She said the farming re-

gion had never experienced a 
storm stronger than Category 
2, which packs wind gusts of 
between 125 and 164 kph. 
Older homes would not wi-
thstand a Category 4 storm, 
Palaszczuk said.

“This window of oppor-
tunity to leave is drastically 
closing,” Palaszczuk told re-
porters. “I am just pleading 
to everyone, please, listen to 
authorities. I do, you must as 
well. This is about your safety, 
it is about the safety of your 
family and the safety of your 
children.”

People were being bused 
out of low-lying areas ahead 
of a tidal surge that could be 
as high as 4 meters, Palasz-
czuk said.

The storm yesterday mor-
ning was about 375 kilo-
meters east of Townsville, 
a coastal city 90 kilometers 
north of Ayr. AP

ple late yesterday, the 
prefecture said. Forty 
other people were in-
jured, including two 
who were in serious 
condition, a prefectu-
re report said. Japa-
nese media said the 
students were on the 

last day of a three-day 
training program for 
members of mountai-
neering clubs from se-
ven schools in the area. 
They had earlier repor-
ted that all eight fatali-
ties were students.

Heavy snow had 
fallen overnight, so 
a planned climb was 
canceled and instead 
students were practi-
cing moving through 
heavy snow as moun-
tain survival training, 
public broadcaster 
NHK said. One uni-
dentified student 
told NHK by telepho-
ne that there was a 
strong wind and he 
could see a white mass 
heading toward him. 
An instructor said to 
get down, and then 
everyone was engul-
fed, he said.

Tochigi prefecture 
said 40 students and 
eight instructors were 
on the slope. Fourteen 
others in the group did 
not go out Monday. 
The ski season had en-
ded at the resort. AP

Hyung-Jin Kim, Seoul

SOUTH Korean prosecu-
tors said yesterday that 

they want to arrest former 
President Park Geun-hye over 
the corruption allegations 
that triggered a huge political 
scandal and toppled her from 
power.

The move comes after prose-
cutors grilled Park for 14 hou-
rs last week over suspicions 
that she colluded with a jai-
led confidante to extort from 
companies and committed 
other wrongdoing when she 
was in office.

The Seoul prosecutors’ offi-
ce said in a statement that it 
asked a local court to issue an 
arrest warrant for Park. The 
Seoul Central District Court 
said it would hold a hearing 
Thursday to decide on the 
prosecutors’ request.

The court is expected to ask 
Park to attend the hearing, 
and its decision on her fate 
will likely come by Friday, ac-
cording to court officials.

An arrest is the next step 
before Park can be formally 
charged with crimes such as 
extortion, bribery and abuse 
of power. A bribery conviction 
alone is punishable by up to 
life in prison.

Park has denied any legal 
wrongdoing.

Even if the court dismis-
ses the request, prosecutors 
can still indict and charge 
her. Prosecutors said Park’s 
alleged crimes were “grave,” 
and that she should also be 
arrested because her alleged 
accomplice, confidante Choi 

SOUTH KOREA

State prosecutors push to 
arrest ousted president Park
Soon-sil, and other suspects 
in the scandal have been ar-
rested.

Political analysts have said 
that arresting Park would also 
boost tensions and create a 
backlash from her conserva-
tive supporters ahead of an 
election in May to choose her 
successor.

While in office, Park had pre-
sidential immunity from pro-
secution and had refused to 
meet with prosecutors.

Prosecutors accuse Park of 
conspiring with Choi and a top 
presidential adviser to pressu-
re 16 business groups, inclu-
ding Samsung, to donate 77.4 
billion won (USD69 million) 
to two nonprofits that Choi 
controlled and allegedly used 
for personal profit. The com-
panies told investigators that 
they couldn’t refuse because 
they feared business disad-
vantages such as government 
tax investigations.

Prosecutors believe the mo-
ney Samsung gave Choi could 
qualify as bribes provided to 
Park. Prosecutors also accuse 
Park of conspiring with Choi 
and top officials to blacklist 
artists critical of her policies 
and deny them state financial 
support.

Park has apologized for pu-
tting trust in Choi, but said 
she only let her edit some of 
her presidential speeches and 
provide the president with 
some “public relations” help.

The opposition-controlled 
parliament in December im-
peached Park over the allega-
tions and suspended her pre-
sidential powers and respon-
sibilities before the Constitu-
tional Court ruled on March 
10 to dismiss her as president.

The allegations plunged the 
country into political turmoil, 
with both Park’s opponents 
and supporters staging mas-
sive street rallies. Three of 
her supporters, mostly elder-
ly conservative citizens, died 
during clashes with the police 
after the March 10 court ru-
ling.

Park, South Korea’s first fe-
male president, is a daughter 
of late dictator Park Chung- 
hee, one of the most divisive 
figures in the country’s his-
tory. Conservative supporters 
revere him as a hero who lifted 
a war-torn nation from pover-
ty, while liberal critics remem-
ber him as a horrible human 
rights abuser who tortured 
and imprisoned his political 
rivals. AP
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GERMAN Chancellor 
Angela Merkel yester-

day celebrated an encou-
raging win for her conser-
vatives in a state election, 
declaring that her party 
has “every chance” in upco-
ming votes. Her center-left 
challenger in Germany’s 
national election later this 
year vowed not to be put 
off his stride by a deflating 
result.

Merkel’s Christian Demo-
crats easily beat challenger 
Martin Schulz’s center-left 
Social Democrats in Saar-
land state on Sunday. A 
much tighter race had been 
expected after the Social 
Democrats were boosted 
in polls by nominating 
Schulz, a former European 
Parliament president but a 
newcomer to national poli-

Gregory Katz, London

WESTMINSTER 
Bridge attacker 
Khalid Masood 
sent a WhatsApp 

message that cannot be accessed 
because it was encrypted by the 
popular messaging service, a top 
British security official said yes-
terday [Macau time].

British press reports suggest 
Masood used the messaging 
service owned by Facebook just 
minutes before the Wednesday 
rampage that left three pedes-
trians and one police officer dead 
and dozens more wounded.

As controversy swirled over 
the encrypted messages, police 
made another arrest in Birmin-
gham, England, where Masood 
had lived. The 30-year-old is one 
of two men now in custody over 
possible links to the attack. Nei-
ther has been charged or publicly 
named.

Masood was shot dead on the 
grounds of Parliament.

Home Secretary Amber Rudd 
used appearances on BBC and Sky 
News to urge WhatsApp and other 
encrypted services to make their 
platforms accessible to intelligen-
ce services and police trying to car-
rying out lawful eavesdropping.

“We need to make sure that or-
ganizations like WhatsApp — and 
there are plenty of others like that 
— don’t provide a secret place for 
terrorists to communicate with 
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Chancellor Angela Merkel (left) hands over a bunch of flowers to the 
party’s top candidate for Saarland, Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer

GERMANY

Merkel celebrates election win, challenger deflated
tics, in January.

The popularity of Saar-
land’s conservative go-
vernor, Annegret Kramp- 
Karrenbauer, apparently 
trumped what has become 
known as the “Schulz ef-
fect” in this year’s first elec-
toral test.

A satisfied Merkel, who 
has largely ignored Schulz 
so far, brushed off a ques-
tion about the “Schulz ef-
fect.”

Sunday’s outcome 
showed “we shouldn’t wor-
ry permanently about polls. 
We should work toward 
convincing people,” she 
told reporters. “I’m simply 
happy about the result, and 
that’s what counts. I don’t 
permanently occupy my-
self with effects.”

Two more state elections 

in May will be followed by 
a national parliamentary 
election on Sept. 24 in whi-
ch Merkel is seeking a four-
th term as chancellor.

“It will be a difficult elec-
tion campaign and we have 
every chance,” she added. 
“We have it in our hands.”

Schulz was keen to hi-
ghlight regional factors in 
explaining Sunday’s disa-
ppointing vote in Saarland, 
a region of nearly 1 million 
people on the French bor-
der.

“We have picked up su-
pport in the last few weeks, 
in Saarland too, and we are 
looking ahead,” he said, 
promising to draw “the ne-
cessary consequences” for 
the two next two state elec-
tions in May.

“We’re in it for the long 

haul — that message goes 
to those who are celebra-
ting today, understandably 
from their point of view, 
but should not celebrate 
too early,” he said.

Saarland is run by a 
“grand coalition” of Chris-
tian Democrats and Social 
Democrats, Germany’s bi-
ggest parties and traditio-
nal rivals, the same combi-
nation that Merkel leads at 
the national level.

In Saarland, the Social 
Democrats failed to win 
enough support for a new 
coalition with the hard-left 
opposition Left Party.

A similar national alliance 
adding another left-leaning 
party might be Schulz’s 
best hope for becoming 
chancellor, but the pros-
pect may also have turned 

off Saarland voters.
The Social Democrats 

had ruled out working with 
the Left Party in previous 
national elections, althou-
gh they do have regional 
alliances in the opposition 
party’s eastern heartland. 

They have left the possi-
bility open this time, but 
any combination would 
be complicated by foreign 
policy differences, inclu-
ding the Left Party’s oppo-
sition to military missions 
abroad. AP

UK

Attacker used WhatsApp, firm 
must help police get access

each other,” she said.
Rudd did not provide any de-

tails about Masood’s use of Wha-
tsApp, saying only “this terrorist 
sent a WhatsApp message and it 
can’t be accessed.”

But her call for a “back door” 
system to allow authorities to 
retrieve information is likely to 
meet resistance from the tech in-
dustry, which has faced previous 
law enforcement demands for 
access to data after major attacks.

In the United States, Apple fou-
ght the FBI’s request for the pass-
codes needed to unlock an iPho-
ne that had been used by one of 
the perpetrators in the 2015 ex-
tremist attack in San Bernardino, 
California.

The FBI initially claimed it 
could obtain the data only with 
Apple’s help, but ultimately fou-
nd another way to hack into the 
locked phone.

Masood drove a rented SUV 
into pedestrians on Westminster 
Bridge before smashing it into 
Parliament’s gates and rushing 
onto the grounds, where he fa-
tally stabbed a policeman and 
was shot by other officers. A de-
tailed police reconstruction has 
found the entire attack lasted 82 
seconds.

Police are trying to pinpoint his 
motive and identify any possible 
accomplices, making the What-
sApp message a potential clue to 
his state of mind and his social 
media contacts.

Rudd said attacks like Masood’s 
would be easier to prevent if au-
thorities could penetrate encryp-
ted services after obtaining war-
rants similar to the ones used to 
listen in on telephone calls or — in 
snail mail days — to steam open 
letters and read their contents.

Without a change in the system, 
she said terrorists would be able 
to communicate with each other 

without fear of being overheard 
even in cases where a legal war-
rant has been obtained.

Rudd also urged technology 
companies to do a better job at 
preventing the publication of ma-
terial that promotes extremism. 
She plans to meet with firms 
Thursday about setting up an 
industry board that would take 
steps to make the web less useful 

to extremists.
British police investigating the 

attack say they still believe Ma-
sood, a 52-year-old Briton, acted 
alone and say they have no indi-
cations that further attacks are 
planned.

Metropolitan Police Deputy As-
sistant Commissioner Neil Basu 
said it may never be possible to 
fully determine Masood’s moti-
ves.

“That understanding may have 
died with him,” Basu said Sa-
turday night as police appealed 
for people who knew Masood or 
saw him to contact investigators. 
“Even if he acted alone in the pre-
paration, we need to establish 
with absolute clarity why he did 
these unspeakable acts, to bring 
reassurance to Londoners.”

The Islamic State group, whi-
ch is losing territory in Iraq 
and Syria but still has radical 
followers in other parts of the 
world, has claimed Masood was 
a “soldier” carrying out its wishes 
to attack Western countries.

Masood had convictions for vio-
lent crimes in the U.K. and spent 
time in prison. He also worked 
in Saudi Arabia teaching English 
for two years and traveled there 
again in 2015 on a visa designed 
for religious pilgrimages.

Along with the man arrested 
Sunday, a 58-year-old man detai-
ned in Birmingham several days 
ago remains in custody in the 
case. Nine others arrested after 
the attack have been freed wi-
thout charges, while one person 
was released on bail.

The family of slain police officer 
Keith Palmer, meanwhile, relea-
sed a statement thanking those 
who tried to save his life.

“There was nothing more you 
could have done. You did your 
best and we are just grateful he 
was not alone,” the statement 
said. AP
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USA

Agency follows a uniquely 
American way of funding arts
Hillel Italie, New York

WHEN the National 
Endowment for the 
Arts was established 
in 1965, organizers 

had different models to choose 
from.

They could have looked to the 
French Ministry of Culture, a cabi-
net-level institution committed to 
maintaining France’s cultural he-
ritage. Or they could have copied 
the generous and government-di-
rected support favored by some 
Scandinavian countries, or even 
the state-controlled art of their 
Cold War rivals: the Soviet Union 
and China.

But the NEA, which the Trump 
administration wants to eliminate 
along with Legal Services Corp., 
the Institute of Museum and Li-
brary Services and dozens of other 
agencies and programs, developed 
in uniquely American fashion: 
diverse and independent, with a 
significant part of the budget dis-
tributed to state and local organi-
zations. It also collaborates with 
nonprofit and private donors.

“Our system is quite different 
from any of the other countries,” 
says Robert L. Lynch, president 
and CEO of the nonprofit Ameri-
cans for the Arts, which leads a ne-
twork of organizations and indivi-
duals involved in the arts. “Most of 
the other countries use a subsidy 
system with few or any other sour-
ces of funding.”

“I love the NEA model because 
it was founded on a government- 

private giving system, and no-
thing succeeds like having buy-in 
from the various communities,” 
says actress Jane Alexander, who 
served as NEA chair from 1993-
97. “I’m a resident of Canada and 
while there’s a lot of support for 
the arts it can be hard to get a pro-
ject off the ground because there’s 
not a lot of incentive for private 
giving.”

From the beginning, the endow-
ment was rooted in American poli-
tical culture. It was founded when 
faith in government was high and 
when advocating for the arts was a 
popular position for an elected offi-
cial. Democratic President Lyndon 
Johnson, elected in a landslide in 
1964, had strong public backing to 
fulfill the goals of the assassinated 
John F. Kennedy. And the econo-

mic expansion of the post-World 
War II era had led to a growing 
appetite for self-improvement and 
increased money and leisure time 
for artistic interests.

“There wasn’t this feeling we nee-
ded to rescue the arts,” says Mark 
Bauerlein, an English professor at 
Emory University and a former 
NEA official who helped write and 
edit an NEA history that covered 
the endowment’s years from 1965-
2008. “We hear that now a lot, but 
the original point was more along 
the lines of we have the momen-
tum and we should take it to the 
next level.”

Dana Gioia, who headed the 
NEA from 2003-2009, says the 
endowment has managed to use 
relatively little money to build a 
nationwide arts network. But the 

NEA has endured contentious mo-
ments, rooted in a long-term deba-
te over how and whether govern-
ments should fund the arts. Con-
servatives have objected to some 
of the art being supported — no-
tably graphic photographs by Ro-
bert Mapplethorpe and a handful 
of other works in the 1980s — and 
argued that the government shou-
ldn’t interfere in the marketplace. 
Some on the left have worried that 
accepting money from the govern-
ment risked compromising one’s 
vision, especially after the NEA be-
gan asking grant recipients to sign 
a “decency” clause in the wake of 
the Mapplethorpe controversy.

A 1963 report commissioned by 
the Kennedy administration, “The 
Arts and the National Govern-
ment,” acknowledged that “There 

will always remain those who feel 
that art and government should 
exist in different spheres, having 
nothing to do with each other.”

“Although government’s role in 
the arts must always remain peri-
pheral, with individual creativity 
and private support being central, 
there is no reason why the things 
which the government can pro-
perly do in this field should not be 
done confidently and expertly,” 
the report reads.

The U.S. government has had 
a sporadic relationship with the 
cultural community. While Tho-
mas Jefferson and other founders 
had strong beliefs in the value 
of art, there were long periods 
when Washington had little in-
volvement, especially in the 19th 
century. In the 1930s, New Deal 
officials established the Works 
Project Administration, which su-
pported everything from murals 
and theatrical productions to his-
torical guidebooks. But the WPA 
was based more on job creation 
than on cultural patronage. “Hell, 
they’ve got to eat just like other 
people,” New Deal administrator 
Harry Hopkins said of artists who 
benefited. AP

Nataliya Vasilyeva, Moscow

RUSSIAN opposition 
leader Alexei Naval-

ny, who organized a wave 
of nationwide protests 
against government cor-
ruption that rattled autho-
rities, was jailed for 15 days 
yesterday by a Moscow 
court for resisting police 
orders.

Navalny was arrested 
Sunday as he walked to 
a protest in Moscow and 
spent the night in jail befo-
re appearing in court.

Tens of thousands of an-
ti-corruption protesters 
took to the streets across 
Russia on Sunday in the 
biggest show of defiance 
since 2011-2012 anti-go-
vernment protests. Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin’s 
spokesman yesterday chi-
ded opposition organizers 
for putting people’s lives 
at risk in the unauthorized 
protests and defended the 
actions of Russia’s helme-

ted riot police, which criti-
cs called heavy-handed.

The 40-year-old Naval-
ny, Russia’s most popular, 

charismatic opposition 
leader, has been twice con-
victed on fraud and embe-
zzlement charges that he 

has dismissed as politically 
motivated. Navalny, who 
is currently serving a sus-
pended sentence, has also 
recently announced his 
bid to run in Russia’s 2018 
presidential election.

“Even the slightest illu-
sion of fair justice is absent 
here,” Navalny told repor-
ters yesterday at the defen-
dant’s bench, complaining 
about the judge striking 
down one motion after 
another. “Yesterday’s even-
ts have shown that quite a 
large number of voters in 
Russia support the pro-
gram of a candidate who 
stands for fighting corrup-
tion. These people demand 
political representation — 
and I strive to be their poli-
tical representative.”

The Kremlin has dis-

missed the opposition as 
a Westernized urban elite 
disconnected from the is-
sues faced by the poor in 
Russia’s far-flung regions. 
Yet Sunday’s protests in-
cluded demonstrations 
in the areas that typically 
produce a high vote for 
President Vladimir Putin, 
from the far western city 
of Chita in Siberia to sou-
thern Dagestan’s capital of 
Makhachkala.

Russian police say about 
500 people were arrested 
in the protests Sunday, but 
a human rights group pu-
blished a list of detainees 
that has more than 1,000 
names. Yesterday, the Eu-
ropean Union called on 
Russian authorities to re-
lease the demonstrators.

Putin’s spokesman chi-

ded the organizers for inci-
ting illegal acts.

“The Kremlin respects 
people’s civic stance and 
their right to voice their po-
sition,” Putin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov told repor-
ters. “We can’t express the 
same respect to those who 
consciously misled people 
and who consciously did 
it yesterday and provoked 
illegal actions.”

Asked about the 
Kremlin’s reaction to the 
wide geography of the 
protests, something that 
has not been seen at least 
since 2012, Peskov said 
“the Kremlin is quite sober 
about the scale of yester-
day’s protests, and are not 
inclined to diminish them 
or push them out of pro-
portion.” AP

RUSSIA

Protest leader Alexei Navalny gets 15 days in jail

Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny appears in court in 
Moscow yesterday

  The NEA 
was founded 
when faith in 
government 
was high 
and when 
advocating 
for the arts 
was a popular 
position for an 
elected official
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Dana Gioia, new chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts
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TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:50
17:10
17:50
18:40
19:40
20:30
21:00
21:40
22:25
23:00
23:30
00:05
00:40

TDM News (Repeat)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast  
RTPi Live   
Criminal Minds S.9   
Now Generation (Repeated)   
TDM Sport (Repeated)   
Soap Opera   
Main News, Financial & Weather Report 
TDM Interview    
Once Upon A Time S2  
Now Genaration    
TDM News    
Miscellaneous   
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
RTPi Live    

cinema
cineteatro
27-29 mar

POWER RANGERS
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: Dean Israel
Starring: Bryan Cranston, Elizabeth Banks, Naomi Scott 
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 124min

LIFE
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director: Daniel Espinosa
Starring:  Jake Gyllenhaal, Rebecca Ferguson, Ryan 
Reynols
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 103min

KONG: SKULL ISLAND
room 3
2:15, 4:30, 9:30pm
Director: Jordan Vogt-Roberts
Starring: Tom Hiddleston, Samuel L. Jackson, Brie 
Larson  
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 118min

SILENCE
room 3
6:45pm
Director: Martin Scorsese
Starring: Andrew Garfield, Adam Driver, Liam Neeson
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 118min

macau tower
15 mar - 29 mar

BEAUTY AND THE  BEAST
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30pm
Director: Bill Condon
Starring: Emma Watson, Dan Stevens, Luke Evans
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 129min

what’s ON ...

Monkey king
TiMe: 8pm daily
UnTil: March 31, 2017
VenUe: Sands Cotai Theatre
AdMission: MOP420, MOP520, MOP780, 
MOP1080, MOP1580 
enqUiries: (853) 2882 8818

ForMer HoMe oF reVolUTionAry leAder ye 
Ting
TiMe: 10am-6pm daily (Except Wednesdays, 
open on public holidays)
VenUe: 76, Rua Almirante Costa Cabral
AdMission: Free
enqUiries: (853) 8399 6699

MAcAU grAnd Prix MUseUM & Wine 
MUseUM
TiMe: 10am-8pm daily (Except Tuesdays)
VenUe: Rua Luis Gonzaga Gomes, 431, 
basement (Tourism Activities Centre-CAT) 
AdMission: Free  
enqUiries: (853) 8798 4108 / 2833 3000 

THe sTAMP FesTiVAl
TiMe: 9am-5:30pm (no admission after 5pm, 
closed on public holidays)
UnTil: April 7, 2017
VenUe: Communication Museum of Macao / 
Estrada D. Maria II, No. 7 
AdMission: MOP10
enqUiries: (853) 2871 8063 / 2871 8570

THe Voice oF design – Works exHibiTion by 
sTUdenTs And TeAcHers oF THe bAcHelor 
oF ArTs in design oF MAcAU PolyTecHnic 
insTiTUTe
TiMe: 11am-10pm
UnTil: April 15, 2017
VenUe: IFT Café, Anim’Arte NAM VAN
AdMission: Free

4:35 - Works by lei cHeok Mei
TiMe: 12pm-7pm(Closed on Tuesdays) 
UnTil: April 26, 2017
VenUe: Intersection of Av. do Coronel Mesquita 
and Av. do Almirante Lacerda
AdMission: Free
enqUiries: (853) 2853 0026

this day in history

Two teenage girls were barred by a gate agent from boarding 
a United Airlines flight from Denver to Minneapolis on Sunday 
because they were wearing leggings, according to a spokesman 
for the airline.

The girls, whose ages were not specified, were not allowed 
onto the morning flight because they were traveling under an 
employee travel pass that includes a dress code, United spokes-
man Jonathan Guerin said.

The dress code bars pass travelers from wearing spandex or 
Lycra pants such as leggings. The teenagers agreed to change 
their clothing and take a later flight, Guerin said, but the airline’s 
actions sparked a quick backlash on Twitter.

Activist Shannon Watts of Denver tweeted that she witnessed 
Sunday’s events and questioned United’s decision to police 
women’s clothing.

Watts said the girl’s father was allowed to board while wearing 
shorts and called the airline’s policy sexist.

Regularly ticketed passengers are not subject to the same 
dress code and can wear leggings, Guerin said. But the airline 
was standing by its policy for pass travelers because they are 
essentially representing the company, he said.

“We would ask the same of pass riders who were wearing flip-
flops or who were wearing clothing that revealed their undergar-
ments or torn, tattered jeans,” Guerin said.

 Offbeat
teens wearing leggings barred 
from united flight 

Dr Martin Luther King has taken a crowd of nearly 
25,000 people to the steps of the state capital of 
Montgomery, Alabama to highlight black grievances. 

The procession marks the end of a five-day march 
which started in Selma last week and it brings to a 
close a month of civil rights protests in Alabama. 

Troops policed the roads surrounding the capital 
and army helicopters hovered overhead as the crowd 
swelled to nearly 25,000.

Dr King, who addressed the protesters from a po-
dium in the square, described the trek as “one of the 
greatest marches in the history of America”. 

“Our aim is not to humiliate and defeat the white 
man, but to win his friendship and understanding,” 
he added. 

Dr King tried to present a petition of black grievan-
ces to Governor George Wallace but he refused to 
meet the delegation. 

The civil rights leader said he would ask trade unions 
to refuse to transport or use the state’s products and 
he urged the Federal Government and the Treasury 
to withdraw all assistance from the area. 

Dr King also said that demonstrations would have to 
continue where essential conditions remained unmet. 

When the march began last week, large bombs were 
planted at a black church, a funeral parlour and a 
leading black lawyer’s home. 

They were later discovered and detonated by exper-
ts from the army base at Anniston, Alabama. 

To prevent further attacks, US President Lyndon 
Johnson gave the marchers the protection of nearly 
3,000 troops, plus FBI and local police assistance. 

But three days ago Viola Liuzzo, a white civil rights 
advocate who had been ferrying demonstrators to 
their homes, was shot dead on a lonely stretch of 
road near the route of the march. 

Meanwhile, leaders of the Ku-Klux-Klan movement 
have reportedly tried to contact President Johnson to 
dicuss his aversion to their organisation. 

There was no immediate response from the US Pre-
sident, who recently launched a scathing attack on 
the group, describing it as “a band of hooded bigots, 
whose loyalty was not with the United States”. 

 
Courtesy BBC News

1965 thousands join dr king 
  in alabama rally

in context
The protests came just months after the signing of the Civil Rights Bill which 
created equal rights regardless of race, colour, religion or national origin. 
The Voting Rights Act, which banned literacy tests and poll taxes which had 
previously been used to prevent black people from voting, was introduced 
in August 1965. 
But many states acted quickly to circumvent the law and most of the decade 
was marked by race riots and assassinations.
Further riots followed in Los Angeles in August 1965. 
They lasted six days and left 34 dead and a further 1,000 people injured. 
Dr King was assassinated in April 1968 and this led to riots in 100 US cities. 
Black people continued to remain at a disadvantage when looking for work, 
and programmes of “affirmative action” were introduced during the 1970s 
under President Nixon. 
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omACROSS: 1- Blind as ___; 5- Old-womanish; 10- Letters, e.g.; 14- Palm starch; 15- 

Crazed; 16- Member of a great Peruvian people; 17- Con game; 18- You ___ right!; 
19- Simmer; 20- Husky; 22- Fishermen; 24- Slugger’s stat; 25- Chihuahua cheer; 
26- The end of ___; 29- “Silent” prez; 32- Perimeters; 36- Western pact; 37- Idea; 
39- Suffix with fail; 40- In spite of; 43- Doctors’ org.; 44- Applauds; 45- Hipbones; 
46- Japanese-American; 48- Not for a Scot; 49- Staggering; 50- Actor Beatty; 52- 
Consumed; 53- Asmara is its capital; 57- Farm vehicle; 61- Clairvoyant; 62- Weeps; 
64- Ike’s ex; 65- River in central Switzerland; 66- Chocolate tree; 67- The Tower of 
Pisa does this; 68- Peter Fonda role; 69- Take ___ for the worse; 70- Pull abruptly;
 
DOWN: 1- Kind of prof.; 2- “Goldberg Variations” composer; 3- Petri dish gelatin; 
4- The day following today; 5- Stradivari’s teacher; 6- ___ a soul; 7- Serpent’s 
tail?; 8- Actress Bonet; 9- Low-budget prefix; 10- Misguided; 11- Initial stake; 12- 
Bakery employee; 13- Rules; 21- Lawyers’ 
org.; 23- First American to orbit Earth; 26- 
Kofi of the U.N.; 27- A Judd; 28- Kett and 
James; 29- Rumsfeld’s predecessor; 30- 
Baffled; 31- Petrol unit; 33- Duplicity; 34- 
Tennessee ___ Ford; 35- George of “Just 
Shoot Me”; 37- To the ___ degree; 38- 
Western Hemisphere org.; 41- More frigid; 
42- Firsthand; 47- Main course; 49- ___ 
loss for words; 51- Bing Crosby’s record 
label; 52- Favored crime of pyromaniacs; 
53- Son of Rebekah; 54- Actual; 55- Able 
was ___...; 56- I smell ___!; 57- Drop of 
water expelled by the eye; 58- ___ yellow 
ribbon...; 59- ___ epic scale; 60- Social 
standing; 63- Hosp. section; 

Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINA

WORLD

1
4
5
3
-3

drizzle
drizzle

modrate rain/drizzle
drizzle/moderate rain

cloudy/clear
ww

5
-3
8
0
9
2
8
14
10
9
12
11
10
17
14
18

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
A new person in your life is 
sparking some questions in your 
own mind -- where are you going 
-- how soon do you need to get 
there? Answers won’t come easy, 
and they shouldn’t.

April 20-May 20
Plans are shifting out of place 
today -- but don’t waste time trying 
to figure out why. Instead, you 
should direct your energy toward 
formulating the most effective 
reaction to the new situation.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
When you aim at your target 
today, switch off your emotions. 
Doubt, fear -- even confidence -- 
must get pushed aside or else you 
may miss your mark. Approach 
everything with an analytical eye.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
The rat race is getting especially 
rough right now, and not for the right 
reasons. If you’re getting overwhelmed 
by the crowds, step out -- you won’t 
miss out on any big opportunities, 
despite what others may say.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Everywhere you go will be crowded 
and active today, so get ready for 
some sensory overload. To some 
extent, you’ll get a rush from the 
crowds. But when you need a break, 
you’ll really need a break.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Everyone is taking their own 
journey through life, and that’s 
liberating -- but it can also be 
isolating, because no one else can 
truly understand what you are 
experiencing

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
If social juggling were an Olympic 
sport, you’d snag the gold for 
sure. Finalize tentative plans with 
a friend today. This marathon-
length game of phone tag needs to 
come to an end.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Memories of an awkward moment 
still hang in the air -- don’t you think 
it’s time one of you reached out and 
made an effort to reconnect? Make 
the first move -- you’ll feel good and 
will gain extra credit for doing so.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Whether you realize it or 
not, you’re in the midst of 
some amazing changes right 
now. Trouble is that the most 
productive ones usually take the 
longest to complete.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Sharing your life can be tricky, 
but you’re handling the balancing 
act quite well -- especially now. 
The only thing you may want 
to watch out for is spreading 
yourself too thin.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
If you reach too high for 
your goals, you may end up 
disappointing yourself. You hold 
yourself to exceptionally high 
standards, and it’s been working 
for you -- to a certain extent.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You’re not weak if you ask for help. 
Before things get to the panic phase, 
seek the assistance you know you 
need. Friends who have been there 
before are waiting for you to ask -- 
they have some wise advice.

  Aquarius Pisces
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John Duerden, Seoul 

Tuesday, 8:00pm 
Iran v China 
H 1.6, D 3.8, A 7

IF Marcello Lippi and Chi-
na are to have any chance 
of going to the 2018 World 
Cup then they are going to 

have to pass what is currently 
the toughest test in Asian foo-
tball — a game against Iran 
in front of 100,000 fans in 
Tehran.

After six games of 10 already 
played in Group A in the third 
round of qualification, Iran is not 
only four points clear at the top 
but has yet to concede a single 
goal in 540 minutes of football. 
The latest clean sheet came in a 

1-0 win in Qatar on Thursday.
Iran is nine points clear of Chi-

na in fifth and with the top two in 
the group progressing automati-
cally to Russia, needs just two 
wins from the last four games to 
be certain of a second successive 
World Cup appearance.

“We are happy to be top of the 
group but there is still work to 
do,” Iran coach Carlos Queiroz 
told Associated Press.

“Lippi is a good coach and al-
ready we can see that China is 
better-organized,” added the 
former Real Madrid coach. “It 
will be a tough game for us but 
we are ready to keep trying to get 
the point to qualify once again.”

Lippi, World Cup winner with 
Italy in 2006, arrived in Beijing 
in October, charged with resur-

recting the fortunes of Asia’s bi-
ggest underachieving team that 
has reached just one World Cup, 
back in 2002.

China arrives in Tehran after 
its best result in years, a 1-0 win 
over South Korea, only a second 
win against its regional rival in 
32 meetings.

“I hope my team don’t get too 
self-satisfied with this,” Lippi 
said. “I hope they can have even 
better achievements. We know 
that Iran is going to be very di-
fficult and we don’t have much 
time to prepare but we will try 
our best as always.”

While Lippi and Queiroz are 
basking in the glow of good re-
sults, other coaches around Asia 
are under pressure.

Uli Stielike has come under fire 

for becoming only the second 
coach in South Korea’s history 
to lose to China, which after a 
1-0 loss in Iran marked a second 
defeat in three games for Asia’s 
most successful World Cup 
team.

The German apologized to fans 
after the defeat and received the 
public backing of Chong Mong-
gyu, the head of the Korean Foo-
tball Association.

“We didn’t play such a bad 
match,” Chung said upon arri-
ving back in South Korea. “The 

players did the best they could 
under the circumstances. We 
haven’t lost hopes of qualifying 
for the World Cup and talks of 
a coaching change (are prema-
ture).”

Failure to defeat Syria in Seoul 
would add to the pressure and 
put South Korea’s chances of 
a ninth successive World Cup 
appearance in serious doubt. 
Tottenham Hotspur forward 
Son Heung-min returns from a 
suspension that kept him out of 
the China defeat.

Syria, in fourth, arrives in 
Seoul full of confidence after de-
feating third-placed Uzbekistan 
1-0. Uzbekistan needs to boun-
ce back at home against bottom 
team Qatar.

In Group B, the big game is 
between Australia in third and 
fourth-placed United Arab Emi-
rates in Sydney.

Australia has drawn its last 
four games and is now three 
points behind the two leaders 
Saudi Arabia and Japan.

Socceroos boss Ange Posteco-
glou won the 2015 Asian Cup 
but has been criticized for expe-
rimenting with a new system in 
the 1-1 tie with Iraq on Thursday.

The hosts need to return to 
winning ways and with three 
of the four remaining games at 
home, the coach is confident the 
Australians will make it.

“We’re in a tough group, no 
doubt, and every game has its 
challenges,” Postecoglou, who 
will be without suspended star 
midfielder Aaron Mooy, said. 
“We’ve had four tough away 
trips, it’d be great to have some 
more points, but it was always 
going to come down to these last 
few games, especially at home.”

“It’s still in our hands, but it 
has to be part of the overall pro-
cess of making sure we don’t de-
viate or cower now just because 
people are anxious about quali-
fying.”

United Arab Emirates coach 
Mehdi Ali is also under pressure 
following a 2-0 home defeat to 
Japan.

Saudi Arabia and Japan can 
both maintain their positions at 
the top of the group with winna-
ble home ties against struggling 
Iraq and Thailand respectively. 
AP / Oddschecker.com

NAPOLI’S Maurizio 
Sarri was voted coach 

of the year in Serie A yes-
terday, beating Massimi-
liano Allegri and Eusebio 
Di Francesco.

The award, known as the 
Panchina d’oro (golden 
bench), recognizes the 
best coach of the previous 
season, as voted for by 
their peers.

The 58-year-old Sarri 
received 25 of 61 votes, 
three more than Allegri, 

the Juventus coach who 
won the award last year. 
Di Francesco, who coaches 
Sassuolo, was third with 
seven votes.

It was the second Panchi-
na d’oro award for Sarri, 
who won the Serie B pri-
ze for the 2013-14 season 
when he guided Empoli 
to second place and direct 
promotion.

“Usually getting an 
award doesn’t give me par-
ticular satisfaction, I often 

consider it as time taken 
away from my work,” Sarri 
said. “But this gives me en-
thusiasm and happiness, 
and I think that’s because 
it was a decision made by 
my colleagues.”

Sarri is the first coach 
of Napoli to win the pri-
ze and breaks a four-year 
winning streak for Juven-
tus — Allegri’s victory last 
year followed three strai-
ght wins for Antonio Con-
te.

Napoli finished second 
last season, behind Juven-
tus, in Sarri’s first year in 
charge of his hometown 
club.

Also, former Leicester 
manager Claudio Ranie-
ri received a special prize 
at yesterday’s ceremony. 
Ranieri guided Leicester 
to the Premier League tit-
le last year but the Italian 
was fired nine months la-
ter with his team close to 
the relegation zone. AP

Lippi and China face 
toughest test yet in Iran 

Napoli’s Sarri wins coach of the year award for Serie A 

Napoli coach Maurizio Sarr 

Carlos Queiroz Marcello Lippi

 
Lippi is a 
good coach 
and already 
we can see 
that China is 
better 
organized.

CARLOS QUEIROZ
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Carrie Lam’s rude niCkname 
portends ChaLLenges ahead

Carrie Lam received a harbinger of difficulties 
ahead when the announcement of her victory in 
Hong Kong’s leadership election Sunday received 
not only cheers and boos, but laughter.

Behind-the-scenes backing from China helped 
Lam win a resounding victory among the 1,194 busi-
ness and political elites who pick the city’s chief exe-
cutive, and dispatched an opponent more popular 
with the general public. But her vote total - 777 - was 
immediately seized upon as a nickname to deride 
the election process. In Cantonese, “seven” sounds 
like an expletive sometimes used to refer to an im-
potent person.

Within minutes of the result, the Asian financial 
hub’s freewheeling social media scene lit up with 
lewd jokes and memes at Lam’s expense. Her unpo-
pular former boss, Chief Executive Leung Chun- 
ying, had been mocked as “689” for his own low 
vote total before ultimately deciding not to seek a 
second term. The reaction showed Lam would get 
no honeymoon before facing the same opposition.

“All politicians might be made fun of and that is 
quite common, but people doing it on Day Zero is 
a very strong indication of what an uphill battle it’s 
going to be for her,” said Alvin Yeung, an opposition 
lawmaker who voted in the election. 

50-70
Good

50-70
Good

40-60
Good

opinion

Be careful from whom you 
take advice

We all seek advice in many occasions in our 
lives. Sometimes it’s because we really need 
someone with expertise to help us to solve a 
problem or make the best decision, and on 
other occasions it’s because we just want reas-
surance on something that we already know but 
perhaps are afraid to act on.

In both personal life and society, there exists 
both “good” and “bad” advice and a big part of 
the success of any action depends on the know-
ledge and expertise of whom we seek advice.

Too often we seek opinion instead of advice. 
Opinions have this odd feature that even if we 
do not ask for them, people around us keep gi-
ving them anyway.

Obviously I am not trying to state here that all 
the opinions are void of value, however the idea 
I am trying to highlight is be careful from whom 
you take advice.  In particular, you should pay 
attention to that person’s background, whether 
they have knowledge of the topic or are giving 
advice based solely on personal belief. Without 
this consideration, you are open to receive bia-
sed comments based on prejudices, or just pure 
ignorance.

A similar process is involved in the governan-
ce or in the management of any company or 
institution. You choose whether or not to hear 
others’ voices, you choose to speak out or to 
stay quiet about your views on a certain topic.

This is particularly important not only because 
it will make a company, institution or country 
strive and move forward towards development 
but because such response will give a clear 
perspective of the way the leaders approach 
this topic of the “pursuit of advice” that ultima-
tely should be “pursuit of wisdom.”

So let’s do a little interactive game. Tell me, 
would you seek medical advice on a health is-
sue from cleaning staff at your company? Or 
would you ask for help on a mechanical problem 
you are experiencing in your car from a chef?

I know I would not because important matters 
deserve some expertise and that is why we 
have professions, why we have specialties and 
also why we have different career paths.

The idea is not to undervalue some profes-
sions or the role of different people in society, 
but quite the opposite, it is to acknowledge that 
a baker will always (in theory) know more about 
baking than a construction worker and that the 
same construction worker will always have a 
deeper knowledge of construction sites than a 
baker.

Another factor that is often seen to have an 
important influence on someone’s capacity to 
give advice is their level of experience.

I agree with the idea that experience is far 
more important than theoretical or hypothetical 
knowledge; empirical knowledge is definitely a 
great advantage when it is proven to  achieve 
good results.

So, all this said, from whom should we seek 
advice? Who should the governments and peo-
ple approach to seek help to solve difficult pro-
blems?

Most people will say – the experts! The know-
ledgeable ones!

Seems like an easy answer in theory, althou-
gh in practice we seem to fall into easy traps. 
We keep asking questions about tourism to 
those that have never travelled, ask for advi-
ce on planning of those that never have any 
ideas about the future, and seek wisdom about 
education from those that seem to be the most 
poorly educated.
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JAPAN An avalanche 
killed seven Japanese 
high school students and 
an instructor yesterday 
during a mountaineering 
field trip at a ski resort 
north of Tokyo, authorities 
said. More on p12

RUSSIA Opposition 
leader Alexei Navalny, 
who organized a wave 
of nationwide protests 
against government 
corruption that rattled 
authorities, was jailed 
for 15 days yesterday 
by a Moscow court for 
resisting police orders. 
More on p15

SYRIA U.S.-backed 
forces in northern Syria 
said yesterday they will 
pause military operations 
near a major dam held by 
the Islamic State group in 
order to allow engineers 
to fix any problems after 
conflicting reports about 
its stability.

GREECE’S coast guard 
says a man carrying 
asylum application 
papers has been found 
hanged at the country’s 
largest port, near Athens. 
The unidentified man, 
believed to be a migrant, 
was found near a 
passenger departure area 
at the port of Piraeus.

FRANCE Far-right 
presidential candidate 
Marine Le Pen yesterday 
reiterated her plan to 
hold a referendum on 
the euro issue if elected 
president and said that 
if it is rejected by the 
French, she will resign.

SWITZERLAND-TURKEY 
Swiss and Turkish 
prosecutors announced 
separate investigations 
yesterday after 
protesters hoisted a 
banner in Switzerland’s 
capital showing a gun 
pointed at an image 
of Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
next to the words, “Kill 
Erdogan”.

Annabelle Liang, Singapore

FRENCH President Fran-
cois Hollande said yester-

day that European countries 
can fight protectionism in tra-
de and other forms by stan-
ding united and reaching out 
to Asia.

Speaking at a lecture in 
Singapore, where he is on a 
two-day state visit, Hollande 
singled out the government of 
President Donald Trump.

“The U.S. again made a 
number of decisions and 
made some choices that will 
have an impact on its own 
economy and on the rest of 
the world,” Hollande said, 
addressing the audience in 
French.

“We must explain what the 
closing of borders is all about, 
what building a wall, what 
unfair and migratory policies 
mean. It cannot be the stren-
gthening of a nation at the de-
triment of [others],” he said. 
“It is indeed a battle, to a large 
extent a political battle, but 
we have a lot of arguments to 
win.”

In March, the world’s top 
economic powers dropped a 
pledge to fully oppose trade 
protectionism at the Group 
of 20 meeting in Germany, 
amid pushback from the U.S. 
government.

A statement issued by the 
group said that countries “are 

working to strengthen the 
contribution of trade” to their 
economies. By comparison, 
last year’s meeting called on 
them to resist “all forms” of 
protectionism.

Hollande said Monday that 
“temptation” of an inward 
approach “could hit big 
countries, big democracies. 
It could exist in entire conti-
nents.”

To counter that, “countries 
must sign trade agreements, 
which we did, between Eu-
rope and Singapore and be-
tween Europe and ASEAN,” 
he said. ASEAN, short for 
the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations, is a 10-nation 
bloc that operates by consen-
sus.

France and Singapore signed 
a Joint Declaration on Stra-
tegic Partnership in 2012 to 
strengthen ties in areas such as 
trade and investment, defense 

and space technology.
Yesterday, the two coun-

tries pledged to ramp up col-
laboration in sectors such as 
space technology, smart ci-
ties planning and biomedical 
sciences.

Last year, their bilateral 
trade was valued at 16 billion 
Singapore dollars (USD11.5 
billion). France was Singa-
pore’s second-biggest tra-
ding partner in the European 
Union.

“Singapore and France sha-
re a common vision of a wor-
ld that embraces openness, 
multilateralism, globalization 
and the rule of law,” said Sin-
gapore’s Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Tharman Shanmugarat-
nam. “We all share common 
challenges, but the solutions 
are not to be found from tur-
ning inwards.”

Hollande leaves for Malay-
sia today. AP

Hollande: Europe can 
beat protectionism by 
working with Asia

Foggy times. High-rise buildings are partly covered by heavy fog at Hong Kong’s Victoria Harbour. Fog 
blanketing is common in springtime and may greatly affect shipping and aviation.
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French President Francois Hollande delivers his speech titled: “France 
and Singapore, Strategic Partners in A Fast Changing World” in 
Singapore yesterday


