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AustrAliA plans to 
tighten its citizenship 
rules to require higher 
English language skills, 
longer residency and 
evidence of integration 
such as a job, officials 
said. Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull said 
the new citizenship test 
would reflect Australian 
values instead of the 
current multiple-choice 
format.

CHiNA After the Interpol 
arrest notice, Guo Wengui, 
an elusive billionaire who 
threatened to expose high-
level corruption in China’s 
ruling Communist Party, 
appeared live on a U.S. 
broadcaster, which abruptly 
cut off the interview just as 
he hinted at his allegations. 
More on p10

NortH KoreA is 
developing quite a taste for 
Coke — even though the 
red-and-white labels, the 
distinctive red caps and the 
sweet soda taste are not 
exactly the Real Thing.
More on p12

iNDoNesiA Prosecutors 
recommended two years of 
probation for the minority 
Christian governor of 
Jakarta during his trial for 
blaspheming the Quran. The 
relatively light sentencing 
demand was made a day 
after Gov. Basuki “Ahok” 
Tjahaja Purnama was 
swept out of office by a 
landslide election victory for 
a Muslim rival backed by 
conservative clerics.

WORLD BRIEFS

More on  backpage  inSide

 P3 Mdt rePOrt

transnational lawgaming revenue 
could grow 12pct Católica Global School 

of Law’s representatives 
are in Macau to establish 
partnerships with local 
institutions

Fitch Ratings expects gaming 
revenue to grow by 12pct this 
year, with equal contribution 
from VIP and mass-market P2

daniel flores 
debuts 
‘intimate 
drawings’

AnAlysis 

Beijing left as 
observer as 
tensions rise on 
Korean Peninsula
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LABOR RIGHTS

New rules could foster 
job agencies abuse  
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AIPIM expresses 
concern over 
election news 
coverage 
Following the exchange of messages and 
letters between the Macau Portuguese and 
English Press Association (AIPIM) and 
the Legislative Assembly Electoral Affairs 
Committee (CAEAL), AIPIM issued a 
statement yesterday expressing “concern 
over the uncertainty surrounding the 
news coverage related to the upcoming 
Legislative Elections.” According to 
the association, CAEAL’s instructions 
may impede journalists’ work. “AIPIM 
believes that it is crucial that the right 
to information and press freedom are 
fully respected in all instances and at 
all times - including before the election 
campaign begins - in accordance with 
what is enshrined in the Basic Law and 
the Press Law. This includes interviews 
and news coverage involving candidates 
running in the election,” the statement 
reads. “It is important that the Electoral 
Affairs Committee does not issue any 
guidelines or instructions to media outlets 
or journalists pertaining to news coverage 
during any specific period of time.” 

CE to attend AL 
meeting today
 
The Chief Executive, Chui Sai On, will 
attend a plenary session of the Legislative 
Assembly today to answer lawmakers’ 
questions on government policy and 
social issues. The session will commence 
at 3 p.m. and will be broadcast live on 
television and radio channels of public 
broadcaster TDM. Besides attending 
plenary sessions of the Assembly every 
year to deliver the Policy Address for the 
following fiscal year, the CE also attends 
two similar sessions each year. 

Mainland woman 
arrested for robbery
An unemployed 32-year-old woman 
from the mainland has been arrested for 
robbing a mainland man of HKD400,000 
with pepper spray. Around 9 p.m. 
on April 3, the woman, surnamed 
Tu, contacted the victim to exchange 
HKD400,000 in cash. Tu did not know 
the man prior to the robbery, and claimed 
to have obtained the victim’s phone 
number from a friend. Tu and the victim 
agreed to meet at a Cotai hotel room. 
When the victim entered the room, Tu 
attacked him with pepper spray.  Two 
other men then tied the man’s hands and 
feet, stuffing his mouth with a towel. The 
three suspects then left with the victim’s 
HKD400,000. The victim eventually 
escaped and called the police.  According 
to the Judiciary Police (PJ), the three 
suspects have since fled to the mainland. 
Tu was spotted crossing the border last 
Monday. She admitted to her crime and 
said that she had received HKD10,000 
for her part in the robbery.  PJ is now 
investigating the money trail. 

Fitch Ratings expects ga-
ming revenue in Macau to 

grow by 12 percent this year, 
thanks to equal contribution from 
VIP and mass-market revenues. 
According to the report, the year-
to-date growth through March 
has been 13 percent, with Fe-
bruary growing 18 percent year- 
on-year. 

Fitch’s 2017 forecast assumes 
low single-digit range month-to-
month sequential growth for the 
balance of the year, compared 
to 4 percent average sequential 
growth since July 2016.

Fitch notes that the forecasted 
growth rate takes into account 
tougher year-over-year compari-
sons in the second-half of 2017, 
and raises the possibility that 
the tighter monetary policy and 

Julie Zhu 

The Macao Federa-
tion of Trade Unions 

(FAOM) will hold its La-
bor Day assembly at the 
Amizade Square from 10 
a.m. to 11 a.m. on May 1, 
where they will announ-
ce their appeals for this 
year. 

At a press conference 
yesterday, FAOM direc-
tor Leong Wai Fong said 
the association expects 
around 600 attendees 
at this year’s May Day 
assembly, which will 
consist mainly of FAOM 
members, employees 
and management.  

Eight branches of 
FAOM will be present at 
the assembly, with each 
branch detailing specific 
appeals. 

Some of FAOM’s young 
leaders will also annou-
nce FAOM’s new work 
plans. 

When asked about 
their logo, which has a 
red star in the center – a 
symbol commonly asso-
ciated with communist 
ideology – Leong said it 
was chosen at random. 

The assembly partici-

increased real estate restrictions 
may slow economic growth on 
the mainland. Fitch added that 
VIP growth has exceeded ex-
pectations, growing 17 percent 
year-on-year in the first quarter 
of 2017.

Stronger economic indica-
tors on the mainland – such as 
players acclimatizing to China’s 
crackdown initiatives on both 
corruption and casino marketing 

pants will also visit some 
of the city’s blue-collar 
workers, including sa-
lesmen and security 
guards.

From this coming Sun-
day, FAOM will hold 
eight different events 
featuring various topics 
related to labor affairs. 

On the afternoon of 
April 23, it will host a ga-
thering at Iao Hon gar-
den, followed by a visit to 
Zona de Aterros do Por-
to Exterior (Z.A.P.E) and 
Rua do Campo on April 
27.  On April 29, an event 
on Macau’s labor law 
will be held near Jardim 
da Cidade das Flores. 

Other events – inclu-
ding a martial arts tour-
nament with representa-
tives from Guangdong, 
Hong Kong and Macau, 
an exhibition on Macau 

by foreign companies based out-
side Macau – may have contribu-
ted to the higher performance. 

The VIP gross gaming revenue 
(GGR) currently has a similar le-
vel to that of 2010, leaving plenty 
of headroom for growth, subject 
to regulatory and other condi-
tions.

Fitch also expects fixed invest-
ments in China, an important 
driver for VIP gaming, to grow 
4.3 percent in 2017, down from 
5.7 percent in 2016. Given the 
nature of the VIP segment (56 pct 
of GGR in 2017 Q1), the company 
said its forecast is considered 
cautious.

As for the mass-market seg-
ment, Fitch predicts that it will 
be driven by healthy consumer 
spending that should grow by 7.5 

labor and commerce, 
and an employee enter-
tainment day – will also 
take place at the Macao 
Federation of Trade 
Unions Workers Sta-
dium on April 29, and 
from May 13 to May 21. 

Last year, ten groups, 
corresponding to eight 
teams, held a peaceful 
demonstration on Labor 
Day. Around 600 people 
attended, and 150 police 
officers were deployed 
for crowd control. 

Groups mainly delive-
red letters to the gover-
nment headquarter and 
the Liaison Office, im-
ploring the government 
to resolve the city’s long 
lasting labor law issues, 
which include concer-
ns regarding non-local 
workers, housing, and 
holidays. 

percent in 2017 due to greater 
room capacity in casino resor-
ts, which will encourage longer 
stays. 

Fitch believes the mass-market 
segment will remain underpene-
trated in the Asia-Pacific region 
in the long term.

The company added that despi-
te delays to major infrastructure 
projects – such as the HKZM 
bridge, the Taipa passenger fer-
ry terminal, a rail link to Zhuhai 
airport and the Light Rail project 
in Macau – new casino openings 
on Cotai are performing in line 
with Fitch’s expectations. Wynn 
Resorts and Las Vegas Sands 
produced annualized incremen-
tal EBITDA (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and 
amortization) of USD100 million 
and USD200 million, respecti-
vely. These figures also account 
for cannibalization at existing 
properties. 

Fitch expects the incremental 
benefits of Cotai investments to 
improve throughout 2017 as the 
Light Rail and MGM Cotai cons-
truction conclude. 

The trial of former 
Prosecutor-General 

Ho Chio Meng continued 
yesterday at the Court 
of Final Appeal. Former 
Chief of the Prosecutor 
General of the Public Pro-
secutions Office, Lai Kin 
Ian, was present to testify. 
Lai had previously testi-
fied last January. 

The court continued to 
process matters involving 
Wang Xian Di, a mainland- 
born woman who was hi-
red to work at the Office of 
the Prosecutor-General. 
She was reportedly paid 
by the MP despite never 
having completed any 
work. Wang was hired for 
two terms, separated by a 
gap of three to four years.

Lai remarked that 
Wang’s second term of 
employment should have 
been granted by the Chief 
Executive.  He added that 
the Personnel and Fi-
nance Department at the 
Office of the Prosecutor-
General informed Ho that 
hiring non-local workers 
required approval by the 
CE, a rule with which Ho 

agreed. 
The office then applied 

for a quota for a non-local 
worker, which was appro-
ved. As for whether the 
quota had been approved 
by the CE, Lai said if the 
human resources office 
issued the approval, the 
CE should already have 
known about it. 

Wang’s two terms of 
employment were also en-
dorsed by Ho Chio Meng, 
who stated that Wang’s 
English was good and she 
had connections with the 
mainland.

When Wang was hired 
for the second time, the 
salary information on her 
recruitment form – which 
Ho filled out by hand – re-
mained empty. 

For her first term of em-
ployment, her salary was 
fixed at a level, between 
that of an office head and 
that of a department head. 

Lai said that Wang mi-
ght have been an intern at 
the time.  While Lai was 
testifying, Ho took notes 
and gave the thumbs up 
once in a while. 

Fitch: Gaming revenue 
to grow 12pct in 2017

COuRTS | HO CHIO MenG 

Lai Kin Ian called 
to testify again 

May Day demonstrations (2012)

600 participants expected for 
FAOM Labor Day assembly
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The laws in 
Taiwan and 
Hong Kong 
offer more 
protection.

MELoDY LU
SCHoLAR 
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Lynzy Valles

Following the 
MSAR’s new restrictions 
on the duration of stay 
for non-resident workers 

who leave their place of employ-
ment, migrant workers are more 
likely to cling to recruitment 
agencies in hopes of finding im-
mediate employment.

Yet these firms are the stu-
ff of horror stories. Indonesian 
domestic helpers complain of 
paying placement fees ran-
ging between MOP2,500 and 
MOP3,000 a month – totaling 
almost MOP24,000 for an ei-
ght-month period – while Fi-
lipino helpers reportedly fork 
out a one-time payment of up to 
MOP5,500.

Some recruitment agencies 
refused to assist victims altoge-
ther. A few such firms require a 
non-refundable payment just for 
a chance to be interviewed by a 
potential employer.

Yosa Wariyanti, president of 
the Indonesian Migrant Workers 
Union, revealed that around 10 
Indonesian helpers sought the 
association’s assistance this year 
regarding their mistreatment at 
the hands of employers. These in-
dividuals were refused help from 
the same recruitment agencies 
through which they were hired. 

According to Wariyanti, the 
recruitment agencies were 
unwilling to help the victims of 
maltreatment, even in cases whe-
re employers refused to grant 
them a day off.

“[The agencies] keep their pass-
ports. Some agencies only give 
them part-time [jobs] until the 
visa for two months is finished,” 
she told the Times.

Waranti said she is aware of ca-
ses where an employer fires their 
helper and the agency adds an 
extra two-month fee, forcing the 
helper to give up a total of ten 
months’ salary.

“If they don’t want to continue 
with this agency or if they choose 
to find another agency, they must 
pay around MOP16,000.”

These abusive practices are also 
common in Hong Kong.

Hans Ladegaard, Head of En-
glish at Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University, has written a book 
that examines the patterns and 
causes of helper abuse in Hong 
Kong, involving more than 300 
domestic workers.

“In the 300-plus stories I have 
recorded in Hong Kong, I do not 
have a single example to show 
that a helper received any help 
from the agency to which she has 
paid almost her entire salary for 
half a year or more,” Ladegaard 
stated in a report by the South 
China Morning Post.

According to the report, most 
agencies in Hong Kong offer a 
“buy one, get one free” deal, whi-
ch permits employers to try one 
or more helper for three months 
with no additional fees.

Although most agencies in Ma-
cau place notices outside their 
doors that state “We will not help 
foreigners who hold travel visas 
to find a job”, or “Tourist visa hol-

LABOR RIGHTS

New rules likely to increase 
recruitment agency infractions 

ders cannot apply for jobs in Ma-
cau”, for some agencies, these are 
just for show.  

As tourist visa holders in Macau 
are not encouraged to seek jobs, 
most have to accept any offer 
they can get from the agencies 
despite the large fees they incur, 
especially when their visas are 
about to expire.

Meanwhile, the duration of stay 
for non-resident workers who 
have been in the MSAR for more 
than six months, and whose con-
tract has been terminated or run 
its course, has been reduced to 
eight days. This means migrant 
workers face greater pressure to 
find employment quickly. 

Melody Lu, an assistant profes-
sor of the Department of Socio-
logy at the University of Macau 
argued that this policy would 
leave migrant workers more vul-
nerable. 

“We already know the common 
practice right now: that migrant 
workers always find a way to start 
looking for a job; and [when] you 
make the [allowed stay] shorter, 
you just make them more vulne-
rable for they will feel obliged to 
accept undesirable working con-
ditions,” she told the Times. 

“Or they will […]  pay for the hi-
gher fee next time to brokers that 

will put them in debt. […] So this 
measure of shortening the days is 
not going to be effective in con-
trolling illegal migration but […] 
you make them more vulnerab-
le, you make the gray area much 
more visible.”

The Times visited several local 
recruitment agencies, but only a 
few agreed to an interview. Some 
claimed that they only accept 
payments from employers, not 
employees.

“We only accept payments from 
local employers and help them 
process the documents in the im-
migration,” claimed one agent.

“The employers shoulder the fee 
for its employees,” said another.

These agencies said they had 
only asked employers to pay 

them around MOP1,000.
However, a few Filipino domes-

tic migrant workers outside the 
same recruitment centers said 
they were required to pay up to 
MOP5,500 or an amount equiva-
lent to one month’s salary.

“If you’re really looking for a job, 
you would really grab it despite 
the amount, because you need it,” 
said a worker who did not want 
to be identified. She previously 
worked as a domestic employee 
in Hong Kong.

Questioned on the differences 
between contracts in Hong Kong 
and Macau, she lamented that, 
“in Hong Kong, contracts are 
submitted to immigration, so the 
employers follow the contract. 
Here in Macau, only a few em-
ployers follow what is written in 
the contract.”

She added that the six-month 
ban is problematic for domestic 
workers, particularly if there are 
no grounds for the ban. 

The Labour Affairs Bureau 
(DSAL) said it plans to “solve the 
problem of non-residents ente-
ring the region as visitors and 
then switching to non-resident 
workers.”

The bureau said it plans to work 
with the Public Security Police 
Force (PSP) to require non-re-

sidents engaged in non-specia-
lized and domestic work to hold 
a work-related permit issued by 
the Macau immigration autho-
rities before entering the region 
and being granted a “stay permit 
as worker.”

In a reply to the Times, DSAL 
claimed that the measure distin-
guishes between non-residents 
entering Macau for work-related 
purposes instead of tourism. 

“It will help to strengthen the 
importation management of 
non-specialized and domes-
tic workers,” the bureau noted, 
adding that it is in contact with 
other departments regarding im-
provements to relevant laws and 
regulations.  

However, Melody Lu argued 
that such policies would mean 
that employers would not be able 
to choose employees, and vice 
versa.

She added that the proposed 
policies would increase the risks 
of not finding a suitable migrant 
worker, and increase agency costs. 

“The [agency fee] has to be sha-
red between the employer and 
the employee because if you only 
[assign] all the risk and the fee to 
the workers, and the documenta-
tion to the migrant workers, I can 
tell you none of them will come to 
Macau,” the professor argued.

The scholar also reasoned that 
while the local government aims 
to protect local jobs, it should se-
parate domestic work from other 
employment sectors.

As local residents refuse to work 
for wages as low as those of fo-
reign domestic workers, Lu stres-
sed that Macau is quite depen-
dent on domestic work, citing the 
huge demand for female labor in 
the hospitality and gaming indus-
tries. 

“At the moment, Macau’s wage 
is way lower than Hong Kong and 
Taiwan […] The laws in Taiwan 
and Hong Kong offer more pro-
tection in terms of labor law and 
human rights,” she said.

“So if you’re paying less and it 
is more difficult, they can’t chan-
ge employer, or they have a risk 
of these [rights violations], who 
would want to come to Macau?” 

Lu concluded that that if such 
policies must be revised, laws 
such as an increase in salaries 
and housing allowances, along 
with a protection law should be 
implemented. 

“Otherwise none of [the] mi-
grant workers will come for sure. 
If they don’t come, how can Ma-
cau be ready to handle that?”  

The scholar reiterated her belief 
that the government must first 
devise measures to protect mi-
grant workers before tightening 
industry regulations. 



21.04.2017 fri

MACAU 澳聞 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
 

th Anniversary

4
 

 ad

The telecommunication service 
provider MTEL has been accu-

sed of owing unpaid salaries to its 
employees, according to a report by 
Macau Concealers. 

Some of the company’s employees 
reported that most MTEL staff have 
not obtained their salaries corres-
ponding to last February and Mar-
ch. These workers claimed that they 
were apprehensive about making a 
complaint to the Labour Affairs Bu-
reau (DSAL) for fear of losing their 
jobs. 

They also said that MTEL has been 
withholding part of their salaries 
for housing subsidies and bonuses, 
which, in their opinion, amounts to 
another way of cutting wages. 

According to the report, MTEL 
currently has approximately 100 
employees. Unpaid salary issues 
reportedly involve all staff, but the 

situation is amplified regarding 
non-local employees. 

One employee said that the 
company offers a few employees 
MOP20,000 as base salary, of whi-
ch MOP3,000 is reserved for hou-
sing subsidies. Under such condi-
tions, the base salary is reduced to 
MOP17,000. 

In response to the report, MTEL 
denied the accusations made 
against the company, refusing to 
make further comments because 
salary and subsidy issues are a ma-
tter of “internal operating secrets.”

The Bureau of Telecommunica-
tions and Postal Services (CTT) also 
replied to the Macau Concealer’s 
inquiry saying that the accusation 
“involves the company’s wage ma-
nagement system, and whether it is 
true, it is related to the company’s 
internal operating secrets.” 

MTEL accused of unpaid wages 

Craft Market 
inaugurates tomorrow 
The “Tap Seac Craft 

Market” will be held for 
two consecutive weekends 
(Friday to Sunday) from 
April 21 to 23 and from April 
28 to 30 at Tap Seac Square, 
featuring a variety of cul-
tural and creative products 
from the local communi-
ty and seven neighbouring 
areas. In addition, nearly 
40 workshops and several 
music performances will be 
held. 

This year’s edition features 
172 booths from Macau, 60 
booths from mainland China, 
80 booths from Hong Kong, 
40 booths from Taiwan, 24 
booths from Malaysia, 16 
booths from Singapore and 
eight booths from Korea. 

The Craft Market features 
many creative products, in-
cluding accessories, fashion 
designs, clothing, drawings, 
paintings, carvings, leather 
products, home furnishings, 
creative potted plants, natu-
ral handmade products, eco-
friendly products, as well as 

creative food and beverages, 
of which a few emerging 
brands with unique styles 
will also be showcased. 

Inaugurated in 2008, the 
“Tap Seac Craft Market” is 
co-organized by the Cultural 
Affairs Bureau (IC) and the 

Civic and Municipal Affairs 
Bureau. The IC claims that 
the event is “Macau’s first 
large-scale integrated plat-
form for display and sale of 
cultural and creative pro-
ducts, also featuring original 
music performances.”
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Daniel Flores

ARTS

Daniel Flores debuts 
‘intimate drawings’
Renato Marques

Macau-born artist 
Daniel Vicente Flo-
res is hosting his first 
exhibition at Alber-

gue SCM.
For his debut, Flores – who lived 

in Macau between 1989 and 1999, 
and visits frequently – presents a 
series of 33 Chinese ink drawings. 
In these, he explores topics such 
as the “self” and intimacy, as a way 
of communicating what goes on 
inside his mind, which is troubled 
by several disorders that he is not 
afraid to discuss.

Neurosis, obsession, bipolar 
disorder and schizophrenia are 
some of the ailments that Flores 
translates into various art forms 
–  illustration and more recently, 
poetry and music composition.

In his art, he takes a private and 
critical stance toward “heavy topi-
cs” that materialize as a disquie-
ting reality. Self-portraits such 
as “Psychotic” and “Paranoid” 
self-portraits, as well as “Fear”, 

“Dyonisia”, “Manic Depression” 
and “Consumed by Consumption” 
are just some works that serve as 
examples of this.

The works were created between 
2006 and 2016, and depict diffe-
rent stages of the artist’s life.

Flores told the Times that “the 
works have different collections, 
but the topic that brings them to-
gether is always ‘me’ – it is very 

personal and about myself.”
Although the works on display 

date back to 2006, most of the art 
displayed at the exhibition was 
completed in the last five years.

“There is a big difference [be-
tween the old and new collections] 
… I kind of lost my way of drawing 
when I decided to learn how to 
compose [music]. I had to relearn 
how to draw, which influenced 
me and changed my style,” said 
Flores.

These changes primarily invol-
ve the introduction of musical 
elements into his art, said Flores, 
who is “currently using [parts] 
of music composition in [his] 
drawings.”

Nevertheless, Flores says the way 
he sees his “self” remains the same 
over time, explaining that what he 
learned from music is “more tools 
[to perform my artist work].”

The exhibition will be on display 
at Gallery A2 until June 4. The ar-
tist has also launched a book of his 
drawings and poetry, titled “Im-
pressões” (Impressions). 
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Lok Kok 
restaurant 
wall 
demolished
 
One of the former Lok 
Kok Restaurant’s walls 
has been demolished, 
according to media 
reports. The Director of 
the Land, Public Works 
and Transport Bureau 
(DSSOPT) stated that no 
engineering licenses were 
issued for the project. 
However, a statutory 
engineering plan was 
approved. The Macau 
government has listed 
the restaurant as a local 
heritage site. Li said 
DSSOPT and Cultural 
Affairs Bureau staff had 
gone to the site for a review 
earlier this week, but has 
no information regarding 
the current status of the 
restaurant’s walls. 
  

Education 
subsidies to 
increase in 
2017/2018
The Education and Youth 
Affairs Bureau (DSEJ) will 
increase subsidies to local 
non-tertiary schools for 
the 2017/2018 academic 
year. The allowance 
for classes at different 
levels of education 
will be increased 
from MOP918,200 to 
MOP1,404,400. The 
subsidy for individual 
students will be increased 
from MOP18,490 to 
MOP22,950. In view 
of the growing number 
of students, there will 
be a total of eight types 
of subsidies with a 
combined worth of more 
than MOP4.9 billion, 
an increase of MOP400 
million from the previous 
academic year. DSEJ will 
also increase the quota 
of special subsidies for 
tertiary education with 70 
more offers for tertiary 
education funds, totaling 
460 offers. 

Four buses 
will no 
longer stop 
at CEM
Starting tomorrow, the 
buses 2A, 10B, 17 and 
18 will no longer stop at 
Venceslau De Morais/
CEM, the Transport 
Bureau announced on 
Wednesday. DSAT says 
that the stop, which will 
no longer be in use, may 
interfere with other bus 
routes on the opposite 
side of the road.

Q&A

‘We have programs tailored to 
attract people from all over the world’

LuíS BARReTO XAVIeR, GOnçALO MATIAS
CATóLICA GLOBAL SCHOOL Of LAw

Paulo Barbosa

Luís Barreto Xavier and 
Gonçalo Matias – Católica 

Global School of Law’s director 
and deputy director, respecti-
vely – are in Macau to establish 
contacts and partnerships with 
local institutions.

In an exclusive interview with 
the Times, they discuss the 
school’s focus on international 
legal education and the partner-
ships they intend to establish in 
Macau and China. 

Founded in 2009 at the Law 
School of the Catholic Univer-
sity of Portugal, Católica Global 
School of Law “is becoming an 
important center of graduate 
teaching and research in law 
from a global perspective in Lis-
bon”, according to promoters. 
Luís Barreto Xavier and Gonça-
lo Matias are expected to travel 
to Shanghai today. 

Macau Daily times (MDt) – 
Your visit to Macau could 
lead to the establishment of 
local partnerships that faci-
litate the expansion of ca-
tólica global school of law. 
which institutions do you 
plan to contact during your 
stay here? 

luís barreto Xavier (lbX) –  
We are here to present the acti-
vities of Católica Global School 
of Law to educational institu-
tions. The University of Saint 
Joseph [which is partly owned 
by Católica] is our natural part-
ner, but we will also contact 
other universities. We are also 
here to make contact with law 
firms and foundations, like the 
Rui Cunha Foundation. Basi-
cally, we are meeting important 
institutions in Macau that rela-
te to the activity we develop in 
Lisbon, which has been attrac-
ting international students from 
around 50 countries. We have 
programs that are tailored to 
attract people from all over the 
world, including China and Ma-
cau.    

MDt – what are the con-
crete plans for Macau? esta-
blishing a delegation here or 
partnerships with local insti-
tutions?

lbX – We are not thinking 
about a delegation here. We want 
to cooperate with local institu-
tions. The fundamental idea is to 
create links that promote Macau 
students’ attendance of our cour-
ses in Lisbon. Today [Wednesday] 
we also discussed the possibility 
of sending some of our students 
to work in Macau, or have some 
internship experience here. For 
universities, we have been discus-
sing the possibility of setting up 
student exchange programs and 
joint initiatives with local institu-
tions. 

MDt – is there any time fra-
me for the implementation 
of those plans?

lbX – Our way of working is 
always that decisions must be 
made while keeping both feet 
on the ground – with ambition, 
but also realistically. Therefore, 

I think that while some of these 
initiatives can begin quite soon, 
others will probably take time. 

MDt – You mentioned that 
the university of saint Jose-
ph is a ‘natural partner.’ are 
there any plans you want to 
disclose?

lbX – There are some projects 
by the University of Saint Jose-
ph, but I wouldn’t want to speak 
in their name  nor in the Catho-
lic University’s name, because I 
think it may be premature.  

MDt – Does católica global 
School of Law offers only En-
glish language courses?

lbX – The Law School of the 
Catholic University in Lisbon has 
several programs in Portuguese. 
The international unit inside the 
faculty, namely the Global School 
of Law, has English programs. 

MDt – are those all post-
graduate programs?

lbX – We have post-graduate 
programs – the LL.M [Master of 
Laws] – which have Anglo-Saxon 
roots. We have a PhD program in 
English, which is unique in Portu-
gal, and in the Law degree, which 
is mainly in Portuguese, we have 
several academic disciplines in 
English, which we call Transna-
tional Law and are coordinated by 
my colleague Gonçalo Matias.   

gonçalo Matias (gM) – The 
program [Transnational Law] is 
not focused on the legal system 
of any country in particular. It gi-
ves the students knowledge about 
transnational law. It includes in-
troductory subjects in order to 

understand this issue, which is a 
new reality but still under cons-
truction. Furthermore, it covers 
more specific themes, such as 
public law, universalization of  
human rights, private law and 
property rights. It therefore co-
vers several areas of transnational 
law in English with lecturers who 
come from the most prestigious 
universities all over the world. 

MDt – Does that type of 
transnational program have 
the potential to attract local 
and mainland chinese stu-
dents?

lbX – We already have a bat-
ch of students from Macau and a 
small group from mainland Chi-
na in the post-graduate program. 
The interest is already there but 
we want it to grow. 

MDt – what is your opi-
nion of Macau law and its 
relationship with Portugue-
se law?

lbX – The idea I have, 
following these first contacts 
and the prior knowledge I had, 
is that it is dynamic, which is 
very interesting. The Macau law 
is obviously Portuguese [in ori-
gin], but it has developed. There 
is interest in training new legal 
experts to work and develop the 
Macau law so it becomes useful 
to the development of Macau’s 
economy. The concrete applica-
tion of Macau law, which pre-
supposes academic knowledge, 
is essential, so that it won’t fade 
when the 50-year transitional 
period expires [in 2049].  

gM – On the other hand, we 
also feel that this legal system 
makes sense. It doesn’t exist only 
because it was set up during the 
transitional period [prior to the 
handover]. It used to be said that 
Macau law was condemned to 
disappear, but it also makes sen-
se in the Chinese and lusophone 
contexts. This legal system has 
an added value worth preserving 
and developing. 

MDt – Macau is being po-
sitioned as a platform be-
tween china and the Portu-
guese-speaking countries. 
the previously mentioned 
transnational law has a 
strategic interest to Macau…

gM – It has, and I think that 
China has an interest in foste-
ring that relationship. We must 
not forget that all the lusophone 
world has a common judicial cul-
ture and language. To have Ma-
cau serve as a platform, it is also 
important to have a legal system 
with a lusophone basis. 

catholic university rector visits macau

the rector of Catholic Uni-
versity (UCP), Isabel Capeloa Gil, 
will be visiting Macau until April 
27 to meet local civil and ecclesi-
astic authorities and witness joint 
initiatives between the University 
of Saint Joseph and UCP. The 
rector, who grew up in Macau, is 
making her first visit to the ter-
ritory following the inauguration 
of the new directorate council in 
October 2016. During the visit, she 

will discuss new possibilities for 
cooperation with the region’s uni-
versities. According to a UCP press 
release, the university is develop-
ing an internationalization plan 
and “many students from Macau 
already attend its courses of Law, 
Translation, and Portuguese Stud-
ies, as well as teacher courses for 
Portuguese as a Second Language”. 
UCP is celebrating its 50th anni-
versary this year.  

pa
uL

o
 b

ar
bo

sa

Luís Barreto Xavier (left) and  Gonçalo Matias
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reAl estAte MAtters
Clarifying costs for buyers - Part III

Investing in a property invol-
ves not only the purchase price 
of the property itself, but also 
the associated costs of the pur-
chase.
In this 3 part series, we break 
the cost of purchasing a pro-
perty into 3 categories, and 
have outlined the details in 
each one. 

The categories are;
• Purchase Costs - The cost 

of the property itself
• Legal & Administration 

Costs - Taxes, notary, regis-
tration fees etc

• Property Costs - Renova-
tion, improvements and 
furnishing

• We have covered Purchase 
costs and Legal and Admi-
nistration Costs in the first 
2 parts of this series, and 
this week we look at Pro-
perty Costs and the overall 
summary.

• Property prices in Macau 
are in HKD, so for the sake 
of consistency please assu-
me that all prices here are 
in HKD. 

• For the purpose of this arti-
cle, we are going to look at a 
property that is purchased 
for HKD 6,000,000. 

• However, be warned that 
these costs do fluctua-
te, and whilst the figures 
themselves may change, 
you will at least know what 
you are looking for.

Property costs - $160,000
Property costs are associated 
with the property itself.
These costs are broken into 3 
main areas;

1) improvement costs - 
$80,000
An improvement cost is mo-
ney invested in improving the 
property. 
For example, if you add a toilet 
or bathroom to the property, it 
is classed as an improvement. 
Obviously there is an infini-
te amount of money that can 
be spent here, so you have to 
think carefully about what you 
are trying to achieve.

2) renovation costs - 
$30,000
This cost is associated with 
such things as painting the 
property, or re-plastering the 
walls. 
These costs are generally 
‘sunk’ costs meaning that you 
should not expect to get the 

money back.

3) Furnishing costs - 
$50,000
Furnishing a property can be 
done as cheap or expensive as 
your taste and wallet dictate.
Some people prefer a huge TV 
screen and a couch you sail 
across the ocean on. Others 
prefer a more simple and less 
costly approach.

summary
OK, its crunch time. Lets look 
at what we have spent;
1) Purchase Costs - $1,800,000 
(cash required)
2) Legal & Administrative cos-
ts - $277,000
3) Property Costs - $160,000

Clearly you don’t need 
$6,000,000 cash in order 
to buy a property for that 
amount. 
However, you will need a sig-
nificant amount of cash, in this 
case $2,237,000 to be exact. 
Not a small amount !
Whilst this sum of money 
and complexity of the process 
may seem a little daunting, 
the agency role is to walk you 
through the process to make it 
as easy as possible.

Juliet Risdon is a Director of JML Property and a property 
investor. 
Having been established in 1994, JML Property offers 
investment property & homes. It specializes in managing 
properties for owners and investors, and providing attractive 
and comfortable homes for tenants.
www.JMLProperty.com
info@JMLProperty.com Juliet risdon
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Deena Kamel Yousef

EMirates will 
shift aircraft to des-
tinations in Malay-
sia, Oceania and 

Africa as the airline scram-
bles for alternatives after 
eliminating 25 weekly flights 
to the U.S. in the fallout from 
President Donald Trump’s 
travel restrictions.

Planes on U.S. routes 
usually fly more than 80 
percent full in the summer 
season but are now “percen-
tage points” less than that, 
hurting the flights’ profitabi-
lity, Emirates President Tim 
Clark said in an interview at 
company headquarters in 
Dubai. The airliners might 
be redeployed to markets 
ranging from countries in 
the Pacific to Africa and Eu-
rope, he said.

Emirates can reinstate the 
capacity if the U.S. relaxes  
H-1B work visa and general 

entry rules, helping traffic, 
Clark said. “Unintended 
consequences need to be 
dealt with by the U.S.,” as it’s 
also losing out on “pretty ro-
bust and powerful spending” 
capacity of families making 
leisure visits from the Midd-
le East, he said.

The state-owned carrier 
outlined plans Wednesday 
to scale back capacity as of 
May on five of the 12 U.S. 
routes it serves, citing the 

country’s tightening visa res-
trictions and a ban on car-
rying personal electronics 
from some locations, inclu-
ding Emirates’ Dubai hub. 
The capacity cutbacks mark 
an unusual move for an air-
line that in recent years was 
known for huge plane orders 
to add flights and routes 
across its network, which 
currently comprises 155 des-
tinations.

The flight reductions are 

Emirates shifts planes 
eastward as Trump 
ban stymies US plans

One of Macau’s ma-
jor banks has gran-

ted more than MOP3 
billion (about USD375 
million) to support com-
panies doing business in 
the ‘Belt and Road’ re-
gions since 2016, local 
media reported yester-
day.

Macao Daily repor-
ted that Macao Branch, 
Bank of China (BOCMa-
cao) has worked with the 
Macau SAR government 
as well as countries and 
regions along China’s 
‘Belt and Road’.

BOCMacao has gran-
ted loans to companies 
from Macau, the Chinese 
mainland and overseas 
to develop programs 
in Vietnam, Singapore, 

Saudi Arabia, Pakis-
tan, Israel, Indone-
sia, Myanmar, and the 
United Arab Emirates, 
among others.

The programs main-
ly support finance, port 
construction, energy 
development, and pro-
duction capacity coope-
ration. 

The report added that 
BOCMacao’s programs 
benefited from the many 
advantages of Macau’s 
financial system and pro
-investment regulations, 
such as low taxation, no 
foreign exchange con-
trol, and good cross-bor-
der financial services.

BOCMacao also has bu-
siness ties with regional 
organizations. MDT/Xinhua

Local bank pledges 
USD375m to ‘Belt 
and Road’ initiative 
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also a sign that Emirates is 
backing down from an am-
bitious expansion that Clark 
was pushing in defiance of 
U.S. competitors’ efforts to 
fend off Persian Gulf airli-
nes from their home market. 
Chief Commercial Officer 
Thierry Antinori outlined 
plans in 2013 to serve 15 U.S. 
cities by 2018, and Clark pre-
dicted three years ago that 
the market would become 
one of Emirates’ three lar-
gest sources of revenue.

Emirates’ traffic grow-
th rates have already been 
fading. The carrier posted 
its first annual revenue de-
cline in a decade for the 12 
months ended March 2016, 
and sales since then have 
been hurt by lower oil pri-
ces reducing Middle East 
business travel as well as 
terrorism attacks in western 
Europe, Turkey and North 
Africa that have discouraged 
tourism. Bloomberg
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The difference 
is that, this 
time, the 
Americans 
appear to be 
applying more 
overt, real 
pressure [on 
China].

DEAN CHENG 
HERITAGE FoUNDATIoN

Christopher Bodeen, Beijing

China’s foreign minister 
recently likened the U.S. 

and North Korea to two spee-
ding trains hurtling toward each 
other, an analogy that would 
seem to place China in the role 
of helpless bystander. And in-
deed, while tensions have risen, 
Beijing has been frustrated by 
its declining influence over the 
Korean Peninsula.

China “has a grandstand seat 
but no control,” said Univer-
sity of Virginia China scholar 
Brantly Womack.

The U.S. is piling the pres-
sure on Beijing to use its clout 
with North Korea to rein in its 
nuclear and missile programs. 
China is the North’s most im-
portant trading partner and 
ally, but Pyongyang has igno-
red Beijing’s calls for a suspen-
sion of those programs and its 
requests for high-level bilateral 
talks. China’s relations with 
South Korea, meanwhile, have 
plummeted over Beijing’s voci-
ferous objections to the deploy-
ment of a sophisticated anti-
missile shield.

“China’s approach to the 
peninsula is under the same 
strains that it’s been under be-
fore. The difference is that, this 
time, the Americans appear to 
be applying more overt, real 
pressure,” said Dean Cheng, se-
nior research fellow at the He-

AnALySIS

Beijing left as observer as tensions 
rise on Korean Peninsula

ritage Foundation in Washing-
ton, D.C.

A slew of recent missile laun-
ches and North Korea’s expec-
ted test of a sixth nuclear device 
have heightened concerns that 
the country is drawing closer 
to being capable of striking the 
U.S. with a nuclear weapon — 
something sure to bring the cri-
sis to a head.

Also complicating matters: 
The unpredictability of Presi-
dent Donald Trump, who ear-
lier this month tweeted that the 
U.S. welcomed China’s help in 
resolving the crisis, then added, 
“If not, we will solve the pro-
blem without them!”

Uncertainties also reside in 
South Korea’s election next 
month to replace disgraced for-
mer President Park Geun-hye; 
her successor is likely to be 
more conciliatory toward the 
North. Meanwhile, China conti-
nues to insist that it won’t stand 
idly by while Seoul deploys 
the missile system, known as 
THAAD, driving home its point 
by halting package tours to the 
South and retaliating against a 
supermarket chain and other 
South Korean business interes-
ts within China.

While THAAD appears to be 
a done deal, China is playing a 
long game of reminding South 
Korea that, as a smaller and 
weaker nation, it needs to su-
bordinate its security interests 
to those of China, said Cheng.

“South Korea has been put on 
notice that future defense effor-
ts will likely also incur costs,” 
Cheng said.

Such criticisms have been 
reinforced by state media, with 
the Communist Party newspa-
per Global Times writing We-
dnesday that South Korea was 
also responsible for “fanning 
the flames” of tensions on the 
Korean Peninsula by deploying 
THAAD and failing to encou-
rage Washington to enter into 
talks.

Beijing is also dealing with 
divided public opinion domes-
tically. Younger Chinese with 

only a passing knowledge of the 
1950-53 Korean War, in which 
hundreds of thousands of Chi-
nese troops died fighting alon-
gside their North Korean allies, 
are increasingly cynical about 
the traditional friendship be-
tween the two countries.

Criticisms of North Korea that 
were once quickly scrubbed 
from the internet are now being 
allowed to circulate, including 
a scathing speech by historian 
Shen Zhihua in which he accused 
Pyongyang of directly working 
against China’s interests.

Analysts say critics may even 
include Chinese President Xi 
Jinping, who is said to be dee-
ply frustrated with North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong Un’s in-
transigence since taking power 
in 2011 following the death of 
his father, Kim Jong Il.

In the years since, Xi and Kim 
have never met. Liu Yunshan, a 
member of the ruling Commu-
nist Party’s Politburo Standing 
Committee, is the last impor-
tant Chinese official to visit 
North Korea. He attended a 
military parade and mass rally 
marking the 70th anniversary 
of the founding of the Worker’s 
Party of Korea in October 2015, 
in what appears to have been a 
one-off attempt to get relations 
back on track.

Other affronts to Beijing in-
clude Kim’s execution of his un-
cle Jang Song Thaek, who had 

been the regime’s main point 
of contact with China, and the 
killing earlier this year in Ma-
laysia of Kim’s half brother Kim 
Jong Nam, who was said to live 
partly under Chinese protec-
tion in the gambling enclave of 
Macau. Malaysia is seeking four 
North Korean suspects.

While it has less reason to fear 
a North Korean nuclear wea-
pon, China intensely dislikes 
instability in its neighborhood 
and worries about South Korea 
and Japan responding by going 
nuclear themselves.

So while it opposes actions 
that might topple Kim’s regime 
and possibly send a wave of re-
fugees across the Chinese bor-
der, China has agreed to succes-
sive rounds of sanctions since 
2006. In February, it suspen-
ded imports of coal from North 
Korea, depriving the country of 
an important source of foreign 
currency.

The U.S. wants Beijing to do 
more, possibly including cut-
ting off fuel supplies. Trump 
has floated the idea of offering 
advantageous trade terms in 
exchange for help in although 
no details have been released.

“I think Beijing is prepared to 
tighten the screws — but only so 
much. There’s no question that 
Xi Jinping strongly dislikes, 
even probably detests, Kim 
Jong Un and wants to resolve 
this issue,” said Paul Haenle, 
director of the Carnegie-Tsin-
ghua Center at Tsinghua Uni-
versity in Beijing.

However, the range of China’s 
action remains limited by its 
priorities on North Korea: “No 
war, no instability, no nukes,” 
in declining order of importan-
ce, said Haenle. “The Chinese 
are never going to go as far as 
we would like in terms of put-
ting pressure on the regime in 
Pyongyang.”

China has repeatedly called 
for dialogue between Washing-
ton and Pyongyang, either bila-
terally or through the six-party 
process that’s been on ice since 
2009. China has also urged, to 
little response, that North Ko-
rea suspend its nuclear wea-
pons and missile programs in 
return for the U.S. and South 
Korea halting annual wargames 
that the North considers a pre-
lude to an invasion.

“China’s sanctions and per-
suasion have been so far not 
very effective, but China is still 
making its best efforts,” said 
Lu Chao, director of the Border 
Study Institute of the Liaoning 
Academy of Social Sciences, a 
government think tank.

Lu said China is still hopeful 
a negotiated settlement can 
be obtained if the U.S. reaches 
out to North Korea and the in-
ternational community con-
vinces Pyongyang that no one 
is planning to attack it or seek 
regime change.

“As U.S. officials have pointed 
out, the U.S. is not seeking the 
collapse of the North Korean 
regime. That’s a very positive 
expression.” AP
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A Chinese paramilitary policeman stands guard outside of the North Korean Embassy in Beijing
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Australian Fo-
reign Minister Ju-

lie Bishop urged China 
yesterday to do more to 
help out in the internatio-
nal effort to pressure and 
persuade North Korea to 
stop escalating nuclear 
and missile threat.

Bishop said that China 
has a “unique and specific 
role to play in pressuring 
North Korea to cease its 
illegal behavior. Australia 
plans to work closely with 
Japan, South Korea and 
the U.S., and with China, 
“to ensure that China can 
use its unique position.”

She made the remark 
to a group of reporters 
in Tokyo, where she is 
joining foreign and de-
fense ministers’ talks be-
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 The program 
abruptly ended 
just as Guo 
launched into 
a meandering 
description 
of the intrigue 
gripping senior 
party leaders

Julie Bishop, center, and Defense Minister Marise Payne, left, meet 
with Shinzo Abe

Australia urges China to put 
more pressure on North Korea 

tween Australia and Ja-
pan to discuss deepening 
defense cooperation in 
time of the growing North 
Korean threat.

While supporting the 
U.S. government’s shift to 
a tougher stance, Bishop 
said further effort for dia-
logue and economic sanc-
tions are necessary.

“China is the source of 
energy, of ideas, of inno-
vation, of expertise,” she 
said, noting 95 of direct 
investment in North Ko-
rea come from China and 
that the North’s expor-
ts mainly goes to China. 
“There is a far greater role 
that China can play in as-
sisting the region and the 
global community in brin-
ging North Korea into line 

so it ceases a nuclear and 
missile program that is 
clearly designed to attack 
the United States.”

The North Korea si-
tuation makes military 
cooperation particularly 
crucial, Japanese Defense 
Minister Tomomi Inada 
told Australian counter-
part Marise Payne when 
they met ahead of the 
talks. They agreed to ex-
pand joint exercises and 
arms-equipment trade.

China and the South 
China Sea are also likely 
topics when Japan’s Fo-
reign Minister Fumio 
Kishida joins the other 
ministers. The four minis-
ters are also expected to 
review President Donald 
Trump’s first three mon-

ths in office, according to 
a Japanese foreign mi-
nistry official who briefed 
reporters on customary 
condition of anonymity.

The Australian minis-
ters’ visit come on the 
heels of U.S. Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence’s trip to 
Japan and South Korea 
earlier this week as part 
of a 10-day Asia tour to 
reassure allies of Ameri-
ca’s commitment to the 
region.

Tension on the Korean 
Peninsula has risen this 
month, with the Trump 
administration stepping 
up pressure on North Ko-
rea and two major anni-
versary events in North 
Korea.

Japan, a staunch U.S. 

ally that hosts about 
50,000 American troops 
on its turf, has in recent 
years developed military 
cooperation with other 
countries, including Aus-
tralia, France and Britain. 
Prime Minister Shinzo 

Abe has sought to expand 
Japan’s defense role and 
capability in the face of 
North Korea’s threat and 
China’s increasing asser-
tive maritime activity in 
the East and South China 
Seas. AP

An elusive overseas 
billionaire who for 
months publicly threa-
tened to expose hi-

gh-level corruption in China’s 
ruling Communist Party was na-
med in an Interpol arrest notice 
before he appeared live on a U.S. 
broadcaster, which abruptly cut 
off the interview just as he hinted 
at his allegations.

Guo Wengui gave a Chine-
se-language interview with the 
U.S.-government-funded Voice 
of America for about 80 minutes 
yesterday [Macau time] before 
the hosts cut short the program, 
which was to be three hours. The 
cutoff raised heckles from VoA’s 
online audience and questions 
about Chinese political interfe-
rence behind the scenes, which 
the broadcaster denied.

The interview was less than 
six hours after foreign ministry 
spokesman Lu Kang announced 
that Interpol had issued a “red 
notice” seeking Guo’s arrest. Lu 
gave no details about Guo’s alle-
ged crimes, but The South China 
Morning Post reported that he is 
suspected of bribing a disgraced 
top intelligence official.

In messages to The Associated 
Press earlier yesterday, Guo said 
he believed the Interpol notice 
was intended to pressure him to 
drop out of the VoA interview la-
ter in the day.

Guo did not respond to ques-
tions about his relationship 
with the former top intelligen-
ce official but dismissed the In-
terpol notice as a meaningless 
ploy from the Chinese leader-
ship.

Interpol’s “red notice” for Guo 
could also revive concerns over 
the election of a top Chinese poli-
ce official as Interpol’s president 
in November. Guo is believed 
to be in the U.S. or Britain, two 
countries that do not have extra-

AfTeR InTeRPOL nOTICe

Outspoken tycoon Guo Wengui 
cutoff on US broadcaster

dition treaties with China.
As Guo’s live interview with 

VoA began, the program’s hosts 
told viewers that Chinese officials 
had summoned VoA represen-

tatives in Beijing to warn them 
against giving Guo a platform for 
unsubstantiated allegations.

The program abruptly en-
ded just as Guo launched into a 
meandering description of the 
intrigue and mutual suspicions 
gripping senior party leaders, in-
cluding President Xi Jinping and 
one of his closest allies. The on
-air VoA host said they needed to 
immediately stop “due to certain 
kinds of reasons.”

Twitter soon lit up with com-
mentary among overseas Chi-
nese dissidents and political ob-
servers about possible political 
interference. Guo took to Twi-
tter himself to say that China’s 
foreign ministry was behind the 
sudden cut.

In a statement, VoA spokeswo-

man Bridget Serchak said a one
-hour interview was planned to 
be simulcast live on TV, radio 
and social media, and any addi-
tional material was meant to be 
packaged for editing.

“We had multiple plans to con-
duct additional interviews with 
the subject for social media and 
late yesterday made the editorial 
decision to record this material, 
edit and post it in the coming 
days,” Serchak said. “In a mis-
communication, the stream was 
allowed to continue beyond the 
first hour. When this was noticed 
the feed was terminated.”

Bill Bishop, a Chinese politi-
cal watcher who publishes the 
Sinocism newsletter, said party 
leaders appear to be increasingly 
concerned that Guo will reveal 

information that would cripple 
high-level officials who are being 
lined up for key jobs at the party 
congress.

“A bombshell that screws up 
the personnel arrangement is 
exactly the kind of thing that Bei-
jing does not want,” Bishop said, 
adding that Guo’s allegations of 
rampant corruption involving 
even the top official in charge of 
the party’s anti-graft agency has 
thoroughly undermined the par-
ty’s propaganda efforts.

Guo allegations have highligh-
ted “the real issue that corrup-
tion unfortunately appears to be 
in the DNA” of China’s system, 
Bishop said.

Rights advocates have warned 
that the abuses and lack of trans-
parency within China’s legal sys-
tem meant there was the potential 
for Interpol to be misused to atta-
ck Beijing’s political opponents.

“Our warnings about the risk 
of political instrumentalization 
of Interpol after putting high 
ranking (Chinese Communist 
Party) official at the top were not 
overblown,” Nicholas Bequelin, 
Amnesty International’s regional 
director for East Asia, wrote on 
Twitter.

Days before the Interpol notice 
for Guo, The New York Times 
published a report citing corpo-
rate registration documents and 
interviews that appeared to cor-
roborate at least some of Guo’s 
claims about business dealings 
among party elites. MDT/AP
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Coca-cola is possi-
bly the world’s most 

recognizable brand, an 
almost inescapable sym-
bol of the global appeal 
of American-style con-
sumer culture. There are 
only two countries in the 
world where Coke doesn’t 
officially operate, and one 
of them is North Korea.

But even the North is 
developing quite a taste 
for cola — though the ico-
nic red-and-white labeled 
bottles the cola comes in 
likely are not exactly the 
Real Thing and their twist 
tops need a bit more than 
the usual caution. They 
have a tendency to leak or 
refuse to come off at all.

North Korea and Cuba 
are the only countries 
where Coca-Cola Co. has 

Coca-Cola in North Korea? It’s (usually not) the Real Thing 

no operations, said com-
munications director Ann 
Moore. Coke doesn’t do 
business with either be-
cause of sanctions.

That doesn’t stop Coke 
making its way over the 
North Korean border, 
however.

Coke bottled in China 
and bearing Chinese la-
bels isn’t hard to find in 
North Korea’s relatively 

affluent capital, Pyon-
gyang. It is sold in upscale 
grocery stores that cater 
to the capital’s elite and 
a growing number of mi-
ddle class residents, who 
are increasingly earning 
enough hard cash throu-
gh entrepreneurial side 
businesses to purchase 
more than bare necessi-
ties.

Coke from China can 

also be quaffed in inter-
national hotels frequen-
ted by both locals who can 
afford their high prices 
and foreign tourists and 
business people, most of 
them from China as well. 
Pepsi sightings are rarer.

The cola served at res-
taurants and lining the 
shelves in stores where 
more typical North Ko-
reans shop are likely to be 
local imitations, though 
one of the more popular 
ones could, from a distan-
ce, easily pass as a Coke.

Its 1.25-liter bottle has 
the same Coke shape, the 
Coke-like red and white 
label, the distinctive red 
cap. But instead of the 
usual Chinese phonetic 
characters for Coca-Co-
la, it has “Cocoa-flavo-
red Sweet Soda Drink” 
splashed across its label 

in yellow Korean lette-
ring.

The label also promi-
nently features a bar code 
and the universally recog-
nized anti-littering logo 
of a person responsibly 
tossing his trash in a bin. 
It includes a calorie count 
and the address and pho-
ne number of the bottler, 
the Wonbong Trading Co. 
in Pyongyang. Such num-
bers can only be accessed 
by North Koreans using 
the North Korean phone 
network.

So no comment there.
How does it taste?
Not bad, it turns out. 

Good fizz. Indistinguisha-
ble appearance. If you 
like Coke, it’s a very good 
facsimile. Some other si-
milar sodas claiming to 
be cocoa-flavored but not 
aiming to match Coke’s 

taste do in fact taste like 
chocolate.

Back in 2000, when 
ties between the U.S. and 
North Korea were going 
through something of a 
thaw, there were wides-
pread rumors that Coke 
was on the verge of offi-
cially breaking into the 
market. Blame North Ko-
rea’s decision to develop 
nuclear weapons for doo-
ming that plan.

The locally bottled ver-
sions of Coke-like drinks 
have filled the vacuum.

Air Koryo, the country’s 
flagship airline, recently 
introduced its own brand 
of cola on flights to and 
from Beijing. That’s not 
quite as odd as it might 
sound. Like many large 
state-run enterprises, the 
airline also operates a 
fleet of taxis, has at least 
one gas station in Pyon-
gyang and puts its name 
on other soft drinks in or-
der to turn a profit. AP

Ken Thomas, Jakarta

U.s. Vice President Mike 
Pence praised Indonesia’s 

democracy and moderate form 
of Islam yesterday alongside 
the president of the world’s 
most populous Muslim nation, 
reinforcing his message with a 
visit to the region’s largest mos-
que.

Pence’s comments, though 
routine, had significance for 
Indonesian President Joko 
“Jokowi” Widodo, who a day 
earlier suffered a serious poli-
tical setback when a political 
ally was defeated by Islamic 
conservatives in the election for 
Jakarta governor. The divisive 
campaign undermined the ima-
ge of Indonesia abroad as a ge-
nerally tolerant Muslim nation.

Indonesia is the latest stop 
on an Asian tour by Pence that 
aims to reaffirm traditional U.S. 
alliances at a time when Donald 
Trump’s presidency has raised 
questions about the strength 
of the U.S. commitment to the 
region.

Pence said at a joint news 
conference with Jokowi that 
the U.S. wants to strengthen 
its strategic partnership with 
Indonesia. In brief commen-
ts, Jokowi said they agreed to 
boost cooperation.

The vice president praised In-
donesia for its moderate form 
of Islam and said the two coun-
tries would continue to coope-
rate on combating terrorism.

“As the second- and third-lar-
gest democracies in the world, 
our two countries share many 
common values including free-
dom, the rule of law, human 
rights and religious diversity,” 
Pence said. “The United States 
is proud to partner with Indo-
nesia. It promotes and protects 
these values.”

Mike Pence, center, is given a tour by the Grand Imam of Istiqlal Mosque Nasaruddin Umar, left, and the Chairman of the 
mosque Muhammad Muzammil Basyuni, right

VP Pence praises Indonesia’s 
democratic, tolerant values

The vice president added: “In-
donesia’s tradition of moderate 
Islam frankly is an inspiration 
to the world and we commend 
you and your people. In your 
nation as in mine, religion uni-
fies, it doesn’t divide.”

Pence said Trump would be 
attending a summit with the 
leaders of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations, or 
ASEAN, in the Philippines in 
November.

But Pence foreshadowed some 
reworking of commercial and 
economic ties, saying that the 
U.S. seeks a free and fair rela-
tionship that helps job creation 
and economic growth for both 
sides. He said that U.S. expor-
ters should face a level playing 
field and the relationship shou-
ld be “win-win.”

Trump assailed the Trans-
Pacific Partnership trade deal 
during his 2016 campaign and 
announced shortly after his 
inauguration that the U.S. wou-
ld withdraw from the Pacific 
Rim-based TPP, which now 
includes 11 countries from Chi-
le to New Zealand. Pence has 
sought to reassure allies in the 
region that the U.S. is still com-
mitted to trade and economic 
ties despite Trump’s decision 
on TPP.

Indonesia is on Trump’s trade 
hit list of nations that he consi-
ders the U.S. is losing out to in 
trade, and U.S. company Free-
port-McMoran Inc., which ope-
rates the world’s largest copper 
mine in the Indonesian provin-

ce of Papua, is in a protracted 
dispute with the Indonesian go-
vernment.

Trump’s company, the Trump 
Organization, is active in In-
donesia with plans to manage 
luxury resorts being built near 
the capital Jakarta and on the 
tourist island of Bali.

Trump’s Indonesian business 
partner, billionaire Hary Ta-
noe, is an aspiring politician 
who has said he might run for 
president in 2019.

Pence’s first engagement in 
Indonesia was morning tea 
with Jokowi at the presidential 
palace. He and his family later 
visited the Istiqlal Mosque, the 

largest in Southeast Asia.
The Pences removed their 

shoes at the entrance and his 
wife, Karen, and two daugh-
ters covered their heads with 
scarves. They walked inside the 
large prayer hall, observing the 
soaring dome, and also stopped 
at an open terrace in the mos-
que.

Pence later sat with several fai-
th leaders in a conference room 
where a speaker gave Pence an 
overview of the mosque’s his-
tory. The mosque, which can 
accommodate up to 200,000 
people, was designed by a Pro-
testant and sits near a Catholic 
cathedral in central Jakarta.

The message and images sou-
ght to address questions in the 
Muslim world about Trump af-
ter his push for travel bans that 
would temporarily suspend 
visas from six predominantly-
Muslim countries and halt the 
U.S. refugee program. Two 
judges have blocked the ban, 
prompting the Trump adminis-
tration to appeal.

Trump’s executive order does 
not include Indonesia, but 
the country is home to nearly 
14,000 refugees seeking rese-
ttlement in third countries and 
activists have said the ban wou-
ld affect their ability of entering 
the U.S. AP
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Joshua Goodman, Caracas

Ve n e z u e l a ’ s 
opposition is looking 

to keep up pressure on 
President Nicolas Madu-
ro by taking to the stree-
ts again yesterday hours 
after three people were 
killed and hundreds ar-
rested in the biggest anti-
government demonstra-
tions in years.

Tens of thousands of 
protesters demanding 
elections and denoun-
cing what they consider 
to be an increasingly dic-
tatorial government were 
met by a curtain of tear 
gas and rubber bullets as 
they attempted to march 
to downtown Caracas on 
Wednesday. Dozens had 
to slide down a concrete 

VenezueLA

Opposition seeks to keep pressure on Maduro
embankment and into the 
Guaire River to escape 
the noxious fumes.

Across the country, the 
clashes were intense. 
Pro-government militias, 
some of whose members 
were armed, were bla-
med for the two deaths, 
including that of a teena-
ger in Caracas who was 
heading to a soccer game 
with friends. Overnight, a 
National Guard sergeant 
was killed and a colonel 
injured when their squad 
was attacked with gunfi-
re while trying to control 
disturbances in a city 
near Caracas, the chief 
prosecutor’s office said.

In several cities, protes-
ters described being ter-
rorized by militia mem-
bers, some of them armed 

and circling the protes-
ters on motorcycles.

As night fell, a group of 
youths tore down signs 
and billboards to build 
barricades from which 
they threw Molotov co-
cktails and rocks at riot 
police.

The three killings bring 
to eight the death toll sin-
ce protests began three 
weeks ago over the Su-
preme Court’s decision 
to strip the opposition-
controlled congress of its 
last remaining powers, a 
move that was later rever-
sed amid a storm of inter-
national criticism.

As protesters with bur-
ning eyes headed home, 
the opposition called for 
another round of street 
demonstrations on Thur-

sday.
“If today we were 

millions, tomorrow even 
more of us need to come 
out,” said opposition go-
vernor and two-time pre-
sidential candidate Hen-
rique Capriles, who last 
week was barred from 
running for office for 15 
years.

The Supreme Court’s 
decision has energized 
Venezuela’s fractious 
opposition, which had 
been struggling to chan-
nel growing disgust with 
Maduro over widespread 
food shortages, triple-di-
git inflation and rampant 
crime.

Opponents are pushing 
for Maduro’s removal 
through early elections 
and the release of sco-

res of political prisoners. 
The government last 
year abruptly postponed 
regional elections the 
opposition was heavily 
favored to win and cut 
off a petition drive to for-
ce a referendum seeking 
Maduro’s removal before 

elections late next year. 
The opposition sees the 
government measures as 
turning Venezuela into a 
nearly full-blown dicta-
torship.

But the government has 
shown little interest in 
backing down. AP

Julie Bykowicz, 
Nancy Benac, Washington 

It was huge. Big money from 
billionaires, corporations and 

a roster of NFL owners poured 
into Donald Trump’s inaugural 
committee in record-shattering 
amounts — to pull off an event 
that was considerably lower-key 
than previous inaugural celebra-
tions.

That leaves a bit of a mystery: 
What the USD107 million was 
spent for and how much was 
left over — the excess, if any, to 
go to charity. It also raises a new 
round of questions about the in-
fluence of money in politics, this 
time for a president who pro-
mised to “drain the swamp” of 
Washington.

Contribution records from 
Trump’s inaugural committee, 
released yesterday [Macau time] 
by the Federal Election Commis-
sion, show the president who 
railed as a candidate against the 
corrupting influence of big-mo-
ney donors was only too willing 
to accept top-dollar checks for 
his swearing-in festivities.

Trump’s total take was about 
double the previous record set 
by Barack Obama, who collected 
$53 million in contributions in 
2009, and had money left over 
to spend on the annual Easter 
egg roll and other White House 
events.

Trump’s top inaugural donor 
was Las Vegas gambling billio-
naire Sheldon Adelson, who 
gave $5 million. He and his wife 
came away with prime seats for 
Trump’s swearing-in ceremony 
on Jan. 20 and gained access to 
a private lunch with the new pre-
sident and lawmakers at the Ca-
pitol. Phil Ruffin, another casino 
mogul and close friend of Trump, 
was among dozens of donors 
who gave $1 million each.

At least eight NFL team owners 
kicked in big money for the inau-

uSA

Huge indeed: USD107 million in 
donations for Trump’s inaugural

guration. Seven of them, inclu-
ding Patriots owner Bob Kraft, 
whose team won the Super Bowl 
and visited the White House this 
week, gave $1 million apiece. 
Kraft’s donation came via his li-
mited liability company.

Trump plans to name the New 
York Jets’ Woody Johnson, one 
of those million-dollar donors, to 
be the country’s ambassador to 
the United Kingdom.

Asked whether the president 
feels conflicted about his com-
mittee accepting so much corpo-
rate and wealthy donor money, 
spokesman Sean Spicer said 
Wednesday that financing the 
inaugural is “a time-honored 
tradition” and there are “a lot of 
people who really take pride in 

helping us show the world a pea-
ceful transformation of power.”

Brendan Fischer of the Cam-
paign Legal Center, a nonprofit 
pro-transparency group, coun-
tered: “If you take Trump at his 
word that when political figures 
accept large amounts of money 
from corporate interests or spe-
cial interests that they’re indeb-
ted to those big donors, there’s 
certainly reason to question what 
donors to Trump’s inaugural 
committee might expect in re-
turn.”

As is often the case with cam-
paigns and inaugurations, some 
of the donations came from peo-
ple doing business with the fede-
ral government.

Billionaire Texan Kelcy Warren, 

whose company is building the 
Dakota Access Pipeline, gave the 
inaugural committee $250,000. 
Christopher Cline, a billionaire 
coal magnate who owns Fore-
sight Energy Partners, gave $1 
million. Trump has vowed to 
bring back coal jobs, and his ad-
ministration quickly approved 
the Dakota pipeline.

Businesses that donated at the 
$1 million level included Bank 
of America, Boeing, Dow Che-
mical, Pfizer and Qualcomm. 
Companies also gave big in
-kind contributions of goods 
and services, including nearly 
$500,000 in “vehicle expenses” 
from General Motors. AT&T 
made combined in-kind and 
cash donations of $2.1 million, 
and Microsoft’s combined total 
was $500,000.

Casino mogul Steve Wynn do-
nated entertainers and produc-
tion work valued at $729,000 
for the Chairman’s Ball, where 
the band Alabama and Wynn’s 
ShowStoppers performed, ac-
cording to Wynn spokesman Mi-
chael Weaver.

Russian-America businessman 
Alexander Shustorovich also was 
among the $1 million donors to 
Trump’s inauguration commi-
ttee. The Republican National 
Committee refused a contri-
bution from the U.S. citizen in 
2000, citing news reports at the 
time that cautioned about his ties 
to Russian business. In more re-
cent years, he’s given money to 
the party, to 2012 candidate Mitt 
Romney, and to Senate Majority 

Leader Mitch McConnell, FEC 
records show.

Donations from foreign natio-
nals are banned. But the socialist 
administration of Venezuelan 
President Nicolas Maduro made 
a $500,000 donation through 
Citgo Petroleum, a U.S. affiliate 
of Venezuela’s state oil company 
PDVSA. PDVSA recently offe-
red up a nearly 50 percent stake 
in Citgo as collateral for a $1.5 
billion loan from Russian firm 
Rosneft. The deal drew criticism 
from Republicans who worry it 
sets the stage for Vladimir Putin 
to take control of American oil.

The inauguration offered do-
nors who had held back during 
the presidential campaign a 
chance to show belated support 
for the incoming president.

Billionaire investor Paul Singer 
gave $1 million after long expres-
sing skepticism about Trump. 
Like Singer, Chicago hedge fund 
manager Ken Griffin, conspi-
cuously avoided giving money 
to Trump’s campaign during the 
general election. Griffin gave the 
Trump inaugural $100,000.

While the government sets 
strict contribution limits on po-
litical campaigns, the only fede-
ral restrictions on donations to 
inaugural committees are a ban 
on foreign nationals, according 
to Fischer, of the Campaign Le-
gal Center. Past presidents-elect 
have tended to set voluntary limi-
ts on their inaugural fundraising, 
but Trump’s only restriction was 
to ban money from lobbyists, he 
said. AP
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cinema
cineteatro
21 apr

tHe boss bAby
room 1
(2D) 2:30, 4:30, 7:30pm
(3D) 9:30pm
Director: tom Mcgrath
starring:   Alec baldwin, steve buscemi, Jimmy Kimmel   
language: Cantonese (english)
Duration: 97min

sHoCK wAve
room 1
9:30pm
Director: Herman yau
starring:  Andy lau, Jiang wu, Philip Keung, ron Ng
language: Cantonese (Chinese)
Duration: 119min

sHoCK wAve
room 2
2:30pm
Director: Herman yau
starring:  Andy lau, Jiang wu, Philip Keung, ron Ng
language: Cantonese (Chinese)
Duration: 119min

fAst & furious 8
room 2
(2D) 2:15, 4:45, 9:45pm
(3D) 7:15pm
Director: f. gary gray
starring:  vin Diesel, Jason statham, Dwayne Johnson  
language: english (Chinese)
Duration: 136min

macau tower
13 apr - 26 apr

fAst & furious 8
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30pm
Director: f. gary gray
starring:  vin Diesel, Jason statham, Dwayne Johnson  
language: english (Chinese)
Duration: 136min

saturday
10:45
11:15
12:00
12:30
13:00
13:30
14:50
18:30
19:40
20:30
21:00
21:10
22:00
22:45
23:00
23:30
00:20
00:55

Comedy    
Blaze Riders    
Miscellaneous    
Miscellaneous    
TDM News (Repeat)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Sopa opera    
Miscellaneous    
Miscellaneous    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
Non-Daily Portuguese News    
Drama    
Comedy      
Miscellaneous    
TDM News    
Miscellaneous    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)  
RTPi Live    

TV canal macau
friday

13:00
13:30
14:50

18:20
19:10
19:40
20:30
21:15
22:10
23:00
23:30
23:50
01:25
02:15

TDM News (Repeat)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast  
Q & A on the Policy Report & Social Affairs and 
Culture, with the Chief Executive (Live)   
Now Generation (Repeated)   
TDM Talk Show (Repeated)    
Soap opera    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report  
Action    
Now Generation    
TDM News    
Europa League Highlights    
Portuguese Movie    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)  
RTPi Live    

sunday
10:00
11:00
12:00
12:30
13:00
13:30
14:50
16:05
16:45
18:05
18:40
20:30
21:00
22:00
23:00
23:30
23:50
00:20
00:55

Young Adult    
Sunday Mass (Live)    
Miscelllaneous    
Miscellaneous    
TDM News (Repeat)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Zig Zag    
Documentary Serie    
Miscellaneous    
Documentary Serie    
Documentary Serie    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
Non-Daily Portuguese News    
Getting High for God?    
TDM News    
Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)   
Documentary Series    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeat)  
RTPi Live    

this day in history

The President of South Vietnam has been forced to resign 
accusing the United States of betrayal. 

In a TV and radio address, outgoing President Nguyen Van 
Thieu said his forces had failed to stop the advance of the 
Vietcong because of lack of funds promised to him by the 
Americans. 

In a scathing attack on the US, he suggested US Secretary 
of State Dr Henry Kissinger had tricked him into signing the 
Paris peace agreement two years ago, promising military 
aid which then failed to materialise. 

“At the time of the peace agreement the United States 
agreed to replace equipment on a one-by-one basis,” he 
said. “But the United States did not keep its word. Is an 
American’s word reliable these days?” 

He continued: “The United States did not keep its promise 
to help us fight for freedom and it was in the same fight that 
the United States lost 50,000 of its young men.” 

The general - a fervent anti-Communist - first came to 
power in 1965 having helped overthrow the government of 
President Diem in 1963 with US support. 

But the appetite for war has gradually waned in the US 
and at the same time, Thieu has stripped South Vietnam of 
many of its democratic institutions. 

The pressure for him to resign has been intense - from 
politicians in Saigon as well as from peace negotiators re-
presenting North Vietnam who will not have any dealings 
with a man they regard as a dictator. 

In the last few months, the communist Provisional Revo-
lutionary Government (PRG) has said President Thieu must 
step down before any peace talks with Saigon could begin. 

President Thieu’s departure means peace talks will now 
be able to move forward. 

US President Gerald Ford, however, denied his govern-
ment had asked President Thieu to relinquish power. “There 
was no pressure by me or anybody lese form here. He made 
the decision all on his own,” he said in a TV interview. 

North Vietnamese troops have surrounded Saigon and 
military expert are predicting the city will fall within weeks 
if not days. 

Five divisions of South Vietnamese infantry troops, a di-
vision of US Rangers and two brigades of US Marines in 
position around Saigon are outnumbered by more than two 
to one. 

Courtesy of bbC

1975  vietnam’s president 
           thieu resigns

in context
The Paris peace accord, agreed between communist Le Duc Tho, Henry 
Kissinger and reluctantly signed in January 1973 by President Thieu, 
produced a ceasefire and allowed for the exchange of prisoners of war. 
Later that year the Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to Henry Kissinger and 
Le Duc Tho but the Vietnamese negotiator declined it saying that a true 
peace did not yet exist in Vietnam. 
Gerald Ford took over in 1974 after President Nixon resigned over the 
Watergate scandal. 
In December 1974, North Vietnamese military forces attacked Phuoc Long 
Province in South Vietnam, in violation of the peace treaty. President Ford 
registered diplomatic protests, but did not intervene militarily. 
With no US support, the North Vietnamese army were able to secure 
major cities in the south and reached the capital, Saigon, by April 1975. 
Nine days after Nguyen Van Thieu’s resignation, the Vietnam war ended 
with the fall of Saigon. Thieu escaped to begin a life in exile - first in Lon-
don, then in Boston. 
He died in Massachusetts in September 2001. 

President Nguyen Van Thieu

 Offbeat

India’s officialdom is set to come down a notch.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Cabinet announced this week 
that the red beacon lights that announce the presence of a very 
important person on the road will be taken off the cars of all 
government officials starting May 1.
For decades, the blinking red light atop government cars has 
been the bane for millions of regular Indians. They’re seen as 
a display of the power and importance of the official riding the 
car. The cars would run a red traffic light with impunity and cut 
off regular vehicles at will.
Road Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari says the ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party government wanted to abolish the culture of VIPs 
throwing their weight around and using red beacons and sirens 
to disrupt traffic.

indian officials to lose red beacon 
lights atop their cars 
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omACross: 1- Tit for ___; 4- Writer Loos; 9- Young horse; 13- CIA predecessor; 14- 

Lugged; 15- Actress Braga; 16- Revolting; 18- Lott of Mississippi; 19- Register; 
20- Companion of a child; 22- Mosaic piece; 25- Fitzgerald of jazz; 26- Play 
for time; 28- Air rifle projectile; 32- Gerund maker; 35- Keyboard key; 37- Bed 
down; 38- Work up lather; 40- Smidgens; 42- Pull abruptly; 43- Neighborhoods; 
45- More tender; 47- Bad: Prefix; 48- Offshore sight; 50- Peter and Franco; 52- 
Collections of anecdotes; 54- Bring together again; 58- Backward somersault; 
62- Pertaining to birth; 63- French farewell; 64- Watergate; 67- East Indian 
pepper plant; 68- Curt; 69- Fall back; 70- I’d hate to break up ___; 71- Satisfied; 
72- Kid of jazz;
 
DowN: 1- Renter’s sign; 2- Together; 3- Former Russian rulers; 4- Jock; 5- Figs.; 
6- Lance on the bench; 7- Office fill-in; 8- Designer Simpson; 9- How to dress 
for a ball; 10- Draft classification; 11- Isn’t 
wrong?; 12- Not punctual; 15- Fashions; 
17- Throw; 21- Swiss peak; 23- Punjabi 
princess; 24- Choir section; 27- Divulge; 
29- Be in front; 30- Start of a counting 
rhyme; 31- Toll rds.; 32- Golfer Aoki; 
33- Me neither; 34- Scottish Celt; 36- 
Less common or less cooked; 39- Small 
parrot; 41- Shrivelled, without moisture; 
44- Wicked; 46- Like some corners; 49- 
Guy’s date; 51- Glitch; 53- Uses a sieve; 
55- Author Calvino; 56- Golden Horde 
member; 57- Reflection on death; 58- Ali 
_____ & the 40 thieves; 59- Citrus drinks; 
60- Make reference to; 61- Entreaty; 65- 
Table scrap; 66- Sugar suffix; 

Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
iACM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Taking action is to be taken 
seriously. Do not move forward just 
because you’re afraid to stand still 
right now - especially in romantic 
situations. Everything must happen 
in its own time.

April 20-May 20
When you’re driving in your car, 
you realize that you are not the 
only driver on the road - after all, 
you must be aware of what other 
people are doing to be as safe as 
you can be.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
If you feel as though the 
circumstances of your life are not 
under your control right now, you’re 
right - but only to a point. Granted, 
there are certain things you can’t 
change.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
One of the best acts of self-nurturing 
is to be honest with yourself. This 
includes being honest about what you 
really need right now. If your energy 
level has been waning, then you need 
time to recharge your batteries.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You are in desperate need of some 
stimulating input today, and you 
should look to one of your especially 
fiery friends for a great big dose of it! 
Get out there with them and explore as 
much of the world as possible.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
People you want to impress are 
amazed at your ability to commit, so 
don’t take it for granted. You know 
what you want right now, so stick 
with it - despite the hecklers in the 
audience.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Instead of seeking out new faces 
and new places, you have to learn to 
appreciate the known and familiar. 
Today offers you a wonderful 
opportunity to communicate your 
ideas to people.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Getting caught up in the moment and 
acting impulsively is not only okay 
today - it is highly recommended! 
Throw all your caution to the wind, 
and watch it fly away - you won’t be 
needing it for a while. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
There can be no such thing 
as too much happiness in 
your life, although today the 
amount of jovial and happy 
energy coming your way could 
overwhelm you. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Its power over your life will increase 
exponentially with each negative 
person you encounter today, so try to 
stick with people who always see the 
bright side of life and who are good at 
cheering you up. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Your love-hate balancing act with 
an authority figure is most definitely 
tipping in the love direction right 
about now. You two can find the time 
you need to clearly communicate 
what you expect from each other.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You will have a day full of possibilities, 
because your mind is open and 
you have a strong desire for 
new experiences. You are highly 
susceptible to some of the wacky ideas 
your friends are always tossing out.

  Aquarius Pisces

22
14
21
22
22
19
24
22
15
21
23
23
22
29
25
25

8
12
12
14
20

cloudy
cloudy

shower/clear
clear

cloudy/clear
cloudy/clear

overcast/cloudy
moderate rain/cloudy
drizzle/moderate rain

cloudy
overcast/cloudy

drizzle/cloudy
drizzle/cloudy

cloudy/heavy rain
thundershower/

shower/moderate rain



21.04.2017 fri

SPORTS 體育 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo18
 

th Anniversary

 

 ad

OlYMPic medal-winning tra-
ck and field athlete Germaine 

Mason died yesterday in a motor-
cycle crash in outside the capital 
of his native Jamaica, police in the 
Caribbean island said.

Mason, who competed for Britain 
in the 2008 Olympics, apparently 
lost control of his Honda motor-
cycle before dawn in St. Andrew 
Parish, the Jamaica Constabulary 
Force said in a statement. The 
34-year-old athlete was taken to a 
local hospital but did not survive.

Authorities did not disclose a pos-
sible cause of the accident, which 
occurred in an area by the airport 
that is frequently used by people 
to race cars and motorcycles in the 
early morning hours.

The Gleaner newspaper in Ja-
maica reported on its website that 
several other athletes, including 
sprinter Usain Bolt, turned up at 
the accident scene immediately af-
ter crash, which occurred around 

Bubba Watson fired a 
6-under 66 in the first 

round to take a one-stroke 
lead at the weather-delayed 
Shenzhen International yes-
terday.

Starting on the 10th hole, 
Watson bogeyed the 12th 
but bounced back with bir-
dies on Nos. 13, 14 and 16 
to turn in 34. A birdie at the 
first hole was then followed 
by an approach shot to ei-
ght feet on the par-5 second, 
setting up an eagle that sent 
Watson to the top of the lea-
derboard.

“I just made putts today,” 
Watson said. “Most of my 
swings and most of my shots 
were really good today and 
there were no bad swings in 

4:30 a.m.
Bolt’s agent did not immediately 

respond to a request for comment.
Ewan Scott, records director at 

the Jamaica Athletics Administra-
tive Association, told The Associa-
ted Press that the island’s gover-
ning body for track and field has 
“not heard of any of our athletes 
being part of this incident.”

Mason was born in Jamaica but 

there so it just made the sco-
re better.”

The South African duo of 
Dean Burmester and Haydn 
Porteous was tied for second 
with Gregory Bourdy of 
France, German Maximi-
lian Kieffer and Thailand’s 
Thongchai Jaidee.

Play was suspended for 
almost two hours due to the 
threat of lightning at Gen-
zon Golf Club.

South Africa’s Dylan Frit-
telli finished his round and 
was tied for seventh at 4-un-
der 68, along with Dane 
Thorbjorn Olesen, Eduardo 
de la Riva of Spain and Aus-
trian Bernd Wiesberger who 
all have holes to complete 
when play resumes Friday.

represented Britain in the 2008 
summer Olympics in Beijing. He 
won a silver medal in the high jump.

The news stunned Jamaica, a 
country that takes particular pri-
de in its relatively large number of 
standout athletes in track and field. 
Prime Minister Andrew Holness 
expressed “sincere condolences to 
the entire sporting fraternity” in a 
message on Twitter. AP

ATHLeTICS

Olympic athlete 
Germaine Mason killed 
in crash in Jamaica 

Bubba Watson 

GOLf

Watson fires 66 to 
take lead at Shenzhen 
International ap
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Monaco players celebrate Kylian Mbappe’s team opening goal

Jerome Pugmire, Monaco

AFter such a long 
journey to reach the 
Champions League 
semifinals, Mona-

co has no fear of who it plays 
next.

With good reason.
Monaco dispatched Borus-

sia Dortmund 3-1 yesterday 
— with red-hot striker Kylian 
Mbappe continuing his re-
markable rise to stardom with 
another goal — to go through 
6-3 on aggregate.

Coach Leonardo Jardim’s 
spellbinding brand of atta-
cking football has produced 
141 goals so far this season, 
including three goals home 
and away in both knockout 
rounds.

Monaco reached the 2004 
final against the odds, kno-
cking out Real Madrid along 
the way, and they could meet 
again in today’s draw. In ano-
ther parallel, midfield great 
Zinedine Zidane was playing 
for Real Madrid back then and 
he is now the club’s coach.

Monaco’s other two potential 
opponents are Atletico Ma-
drid — which lost last year’s 
final to Real — and 2015 run-
ner-up Juventus.

Some prospect.
But asked which side he fea-

red the most, Jardim’s answer 
spoke volumes for Monaco’s 
confidence.

“I think this question is so-
mething for our opponents 
now,” the Portuguese coa-
ch said. “For them to worry 
about playing us.”

Monaco has come a long way 
since July 27 last year — when 
it started in the qualifying 
rounds with a trip to Istanbul. 
Monaco got past Fenerbahce 
and then beat Spanish side 
Villarreal to reach the group 
stages.

“It’s not easy to play the 
Champions League and to try 
and win the French league at 
the same time,” Jardim said of 
the domestic league leaders.

Mbappe and resurgent 
forward Radamel Falcao sco-
red early goals to put imme-
diate pressure on Dortmund, 
which trailed 3-2 from the 
first leg of the quarterfinal in 
Germany.

Attacking midfielder Marco 
Reus pulled one back in the 
48th minute, but substitu-
te Valere Germain added the 
third in the 81st minute to 
seal a 6-3 victory on aggrega-
te. It was Monaco’s 141st goal 
of an incredible season that 
has captured the imagination 

and made the rest of Europe 
take notice.

“We never tried to protect 
the result,” Jardim said. “Be-
cause our DNA is to attack 
and to always try and score.”

Dortmund coach Thomas 
Tuchel accepted that his side 
fell short.

“We knew we needed a per-
formance of the highest level 
to turn things around, but 
that wasn’t the case,” he said. 
“We made too many basic er-
rors.”

The home leg in Germany 
was overshadowed by an atta-
ck on the Dortmund team bus 
as it headed to the stadium. 
Prior to yesterday’s game, 
Dortmund’s bus was held up 
by police at the team hotel and 
kickoff was briefly delayed.

“We wanted to leave at 7:15 
p.m. Everyone was prepared 
and in the bus, but we coul-
dn’t move for 16 or 17 minu-
tes,” Tuchel said. “The police 
was there to escort us and we 
asked them why we couldn’t 
move and they just said ‘for 
safety reasons.’ You can ima-
gine that eight days after the 
attack that (this is) the worst 
thing that can happen.”

On the pitch, Dortmund con-
ceded after just three minutes.

Attack-minded left back Ber-
nard Mendy — newly called 
up to the France team along 
with Mbappe — hit a fierce 
shot that goalkeeper Roman 
Burki spilled. Mbappe slotted 
the loose ball into the bottom 
left corner for his 22nd goal 
of a breakthrough season that 
has made the 18-year-old one 
of the brightest prospects in 
European football.

He had scored twice in 
the first leg and in both legs 
against Manchester City in 
the Round of 16.

Falcao’s diving header, the 
27th goal of his comeback sea-
son, made it 2-0 in the 17th 
minute.

Reus pulled one back when 
he turned in a right-wing 
cross from substitute Ous-
mane Dembele to offer some 
hope, before Germain sprin-
ted through to send Stade 
Louis II crowd into raptures.

In the night’s other mat-
ch, Barcelona went out after 
drawing 0-0 at home to Ju-
ventus, which won the first 
leg 3-0.

After the drama of last week’s 
attack, this was a welcome re-
turn to euphoric, attacking 
football. Both sets of fans uni-
ted in a touching show of su-

pport beforehand, singing the 
famed football anthem “You’ll 
Never Walk Alone” as they 
raised scarves together.

As Dortmund kept pushing 
forward in numbers, Mona-
co was stretched down both 
flanks but, equally, Dortmund 
was increasingly exposed to 
slick counterattacking.

Falcao lofted a shot narrowly 
over after breaking down the 
right in the 65th and Mbappe 
had a low shot saved momen-
ts later from a similar posi-
tion.

Dembele and Reus continued 
to threaten, while Monaco 
midfielder Tiemoue Bakayoko 
headed over and Mbappe fai-
led to control a good pass as 
the chances came thick and 
fast on a chilly night.

Germain put the result 
beyond doubt as he broke 
through down the right and 
slotted the ball under Burki’s 
body.

The whole Monaco ben-
ch rushed to jump on him: a 
symbolic image of Monaco’s 
teamwork. AP

There were no boos or jeers at the 
Camp Nou after Barcelona’s elimina-

tion to Juventus in the quarterfinals of the 
Champions League.

Instead, the crowd of more than 96,000 
chanted loudly in appreciation for the 
team’s effort in trying to overturn a 3-0 firs-
t-leg loss.

Players and coach Luis Enrique also had 
more praise than criticism after yesterday’s 
0-0 draw kept Barcelona from reaching the 
semifinals.

“We leave disappointed with the result but 
I have very little to criticize,” Luis Enrique 
said. “We fought until the end. We gave 
everything we had.”

Luis Enrique blamed the team’s elimina-
tion on the lackluster performance in the 
first half of the match in Italy, when Barce-
lona was outplayed and conceded two goals 
that left Juventus in control.

“We had a very poor first half in Turin and 
that was very costly,” Luis Enrique said. “I’ll 
keep remembering that first half at Juven-
tus Stadium. That kept us from continuing 
in the Champions League.”

Juventus added another goal in the second 
half in Italy to leave Barcelona in what pro-
ved to be an impossible position.

But fans were still hopeful of a comeback 
after they saw Barcelona overturn a 4-0 first
-leg loss to Paris Saint-Germain in the Rou-

nd of 16, winning 6-1 at the Camp Nou with 
three goals after the 87th minute.

The crowd of 96,290 that packed the Camp 
Nou was behind the team from the start and 
didn’t stop even after the final whistle.

“Very few times I’ve seen the Camp Nou 
like this after a loss,” defender Gerard Pique 
said. “It makes me proud. It was a tough de-
feat but it needs to be noted that the fans 
finished the game chanting like that.”

Barcelona couldn’t produce another his-
toric comeback, thanks to Juventus’ stout 
defense and the poor finishing of its atta-
cking trio of Lionel Messi, Neymar and Luis 
Suarez.

“We created a lot of chances but couldn’t 
get the shots on target,” said Luis Enrique, 
who made his final Champions League 
appearance with Barcelona before leaving 
the club at the end of the season. “It would 

have been fair if we had won tonight (We-
dnesday), but Juventus deserved to advan-
ce.”

Barcelona had defeated the Italian cham-
pion in the 2015 final to win its fifth Euro-
pean title.

The Catalan club is still fighting for the tit-
le in the Spanish league and in the Copa del 
Rey this season.

It has a decisive league game against Real 
Madrid at the Santiago Bernabeu Stadium 
on Sunday, when it can erase the rival’s 
three-point lead entering the final rounds. 
It will play the Copa final against Alaves in 
May.

“It’s a difficult moment but we have to 
stand up and keep working,” Suarez said.

Barcelona will be without the suspended 
Neymar against Madrid at the Bernabeu, 
where it has won two of the last three games 
against Madrid, including 4-0 last season.

Neymar, who led Barcelona with two goals 
and two assists in the comeback against 
PSG, was in tears after the game against 
Juventus. He was consoled by former 
teammate and fellow Brazilian Dani Alves, 
who now plays for Juventus.

“I have some mixed feelings,” said Alves, 
who played for Barcelona from 2008-16. 
“It’s an odd sensation to see my friends sad 
like that. It hurts, but it’s part of the profes-
sion.”

fOOTBALL | CHAMPIOnS LeAGue

Monaco has no fear 
of semifinal opponent

Barcelona fans, players, coach stay positive after CL exit 
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Loving and Leaving Macau: 
Forewarned is ForearMed

There are little signs in everyday life, which 
tell us that we have become used to living in 
Macau. One day you find that driving around 
round-a-bouts is no longer accompanied by 
a cacophony of swearing, and the next, you 
are keeping a lid on expatriate meltdowns in 
the face of Macau’s unfathomables. It helps, 
though, to be wise and resourceful if hitting up 
against the brick-wall of ‘cannot’s is not part of 
your behavioural lexicon. 

I was sent the following skit which deserves 
to be shared with expatriates both old and new 
to our little idiosyncratic region. Although it is 
not from Macau, it reminds me of those deli-
cious stories we all have to tell about illogical 
systems, officious institutions, the inequitably 
distributed courtesy accorded to money and 
status, common forms of stereotyping and 
prejudice, and the mental and persuasive 
acrobatics we sometimes have to deploy to 
achieve varying rates of success to deal with 
them. 

The story: An old lady handed her bank card 
to a bank teller [why is it always the banks?] 
requesting to withdraw $500. The teller told 
her, “For withdrawals less than $5,000, plea-
se use the ATM”. The old woman then asked 
why. Returning the card to the old woman, the 
teller irritably told her, “These are the rules. 
Please leave if there is no other matter. There 
is a queue behind you.” The old dear remai-
ned and calmly handed her card back to the 
teller saying, “Please help me withdraw all of 
my money.”  Astonished to note the account 
balance, the teller nodded her head, leaned 
down and said to the elderly lady, “My apo-
logies granny, you have $3.5 billion in your 
account and our bank is not able to cash out 
that amount over the counter. Could you make 
an appointment and come again tomorrow?” 
The old lady then asked, “How much am I 
able to withdraw now?” The teller told her, 
“Any amount up to $300,000.” The old lady 
then requested to withdraw $300,000. The te-
ller arranged clearance of the cash from the 
vault, counted it and handed it to the customer 
respectfully. The customer received the cash, 
placed $500 of it into her bag and requested 
the teller to deposit $299,500 into her account.  
(I aspire to be that wise old spunky gentlewo-
man - not to mention the wealthy part.)

A way to prepare for life in Macau is to realise 
that there are often ways around deadlocks 
and brick walls. It’s just that the person in front 
of you may not necessarily be willing or able 
to help you navigate through them. The way 
you deal with the situation, your status, your 
network, your demeanour, your intellectual ar-
moury and knowhow can make or break it for 
you. Social support and local knowledge is a 
crucial part of an expatriate’s tool kit: an ever 
so genteel wisdom gets us far.

Adjusting to leaving Macau is just as diffi-
cult, if not harder than the initial entry. This 
week, a past stalwart of the community who 
had a well-respected position contributing to 
the region for many years told of the grieving 
process. That process, as in any mourning, 
can take years. 

Making it easier starts with preparation: get-
ting used to the idea of no domestic help, rea-
lising that the ready ability to come and go is a 
function of that help and our close community. 

Expatriate life in Macau is a blessed expe-
rience. It is a privilege. We meet, make ac-
quaintances and friends that never would 
have been part of our lives at home. Being 
prepared to lose those people, to lose a part 
of ourselves, will not make it any easier, but 
having an awareness of what may lie in the 
difficult terrain, at both ends of the journey, 
forearms us.

Bizcuits
Leanda Lee

tHAilAND More than a 
dozen grenade and bomb 
attacks in southern Thailand 
killed two suspected 
insurgents whose 
explosives detonated 
unexpectedly, officials said. 
Eight other civilians and 
officials were wounded 
in the Wednesday night 
violence. no group has 
claimed responsibility 
for the 13 attacks, which 
targeted police stations and 
checkpoints in 12 separate 
districts in Muslim-majority 
provinces in the country’s 
deep south.

frANCe As the 
unpredictable French 
presidential race heads into 
a first-round vote Sunday, 
it remains anyone’s guess 
which two candidates will 
advance to the winner-
takes-all runoff. The four 
top candidates are centrist 
Emmanuel Macron, far-right 
Marine le Pen, conservative 
Francois Fillon and far-left 
Jean-Luc Melenchon. 
The two top vote-getters 
will advance to the May 7 
presidential runoff.

vAtiCAN Pope Francis 
has confirmed he will use 
his upcoming visit to the 
Portuguese shrine at Fatima 
to canonize two Portuguese 
shepherd children who 
say they saw visions of 
the Virgin Mary 100 years 
ago. Francis convened 
his cardinals yesterday to 
formally set the May 13 date 
for the saint-making Mass. 
Last month, Francis signed 
off on the miracle needed 
to make siblings Francisco 
and Jacinta Marto saints.

lAs vegAs Police say 
they’ve arrested the man 
suspected in the seemingly 
random knife attacks that 
killed one man and badly 
injured another in Las 
Vegas. Authorities say 
32-year-old Richi Briones 
was taken into custody at a 
bus stop yesterday [Macau 
time]. Police said in a news 
release that Briones’ car 
was found abandoned 
about 20 miles away.

times square by rodrigo

BUZZ
THE China launChes its 1st unmanned 

Cargo spaCeCraft 
China has launched its first unmanned cargo 

spacecraft on a mission to dock with the coun-
try’s space station.

The Tianzhou 1 blasted off at 7:41 p.m. yester-
day atop a latest-generation Long March 7 ro-
cket from China’s newest spacecraft launch site, 

Wenchang, on the island province of Hainan.
It is programmed to conduct scientific expe-

riments after reaching the now-crewless Tian-
gong 2, China’s second space station. A pair of 
Chinese astronauts spent 30 days on board the 
station last year.

It may not be quite like 
the Jetsons, but for 

over a million dollars you 
too can soon fly around 
in a car.

A Slovakian company 
called AeroMobil unvei-
led yesterday its version 
of a flying car, a light-
framed plane whose win-
gs can fold back, like an 
insect, and is boosted by 
a hybrid engine and rear 
propeller.

It will be available to 
preorder as soon as this 
year but is not for everyo-
ne: besides the big price 
tag — between 1.2 million 
and 1.5 million euros 
(USD1.3 million-1.6 
million) — you’d need a 
pilot’s license to use it in 
the air.

“I think it’s going to be a 
very niche product,” said 
Philip Mawby, professor 
of electronic engineering 
and head of research at 
the University of Warwi-
ck.

Several companies are 
working on flying cars, 
either like Aeromobil’s 
two-seater that needs a 
runway, or others that 
function more like heli-
copters, lifting off ver-
tically. But not many 
companies are seriously 
looking at marketing the-
se vehicles anytime soon, 
Mawby said.

“The technology is the-
re... The question is brin-
ging it to the market at 

an affordable cost, and 
making it a useful pro-
duct.”

Among the big ques-
tions is how to control 
the air traffic if there are 
hundreds of such vehi-
cles zipping through the 
air. There is no control 
except for traditional air-
craft, notes Mawby.

So while vehicles like 
the AeroMobil could be 
used for recreational 
purposes by people who 
have a large piece of land, 
flying cars are unlikely to 
become a mass market 
reality anytime soon, he 
says.

The AeroMobil has a 
driving range of about 
100 kms and a top speed 
of 160 kph. When flying, 

its maximum cruising 
range is 750 kms, and it 
takes about three minu-
tes for the car to trans-
form into a plane.

“You can use it as a re-
gular car,” said Juraj 
Vaculik, co-founder and 
CEO of Aeromobil, at 
the unveiling in Monaco. 
Though it is not legal —
yet — to take off from a 
highway.

The previous AeroMo-
bil 3.0 prototype made 
news in 2014 when it was 
presented in Vienna, but 
no test-flight took place 
then. It crashed during 
a test flight in Slovakia 
in 2015 with its inventor 
Stefan Klein on board. He 
escaped largely unhar-
med. AP

Is it a bird? Is it a 
plane? Flying car to go 
on sale in Monaco
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AeroMobil display their latest prototype of a flying car, in Monaco
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