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Missile
diplomacy
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HONG KONG expanded
their crackdown on
opposition with more
arrests of pro-democracy
activists yesterday. Police
detained up to nine
activists for involvement
in an anti-China protest
last year, according to
social media posts from
two political parties,
whose members were
among those arrested.
On Wednesday, police
arrested two lawmakers
who were disqualified
over their oaths.

CHINA Two-time Asian
Champions League winner
Guangzhou Evergrande
has been charged by

the sport’s continental
governing body after
supporters unfurled an
offensive banner aimed at
a Hong Kong opponent this
week.

CHINA Authorities in
Xinjiang region are
prohibiting parents from
giving children some
Islamic names in the latest
effort to dilute the influence
of religion on life in the
ethnic Uighur minority
heartland. “Muhammad,”
“Jihad” and “Islam” are
among at least 29 names
now banned in the heavily
Muslim region.
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grew at the fastest clip
in nearly a year thanks
to recovery in exports,

the central bank said, e I l e re ‘ 7 e S
despite a backlash from
Chinese consumers over ‘
the deployment of a U.S. °

missile defense system. C O I l e I | 1

The economy expanded
2.7 percent during the

uarter y-o-y, higher than ,
S eXPenses fund’ ...

weekend Guide

4 INSIDE

during the previous.

More on backpage




R

WWW.MACAUDAILYTIMES.COM.MO

28.04.2017 fri

Timeés

¥

. . "‘ i W] Zhang Dejiang

Report says Zhang Dejiang
will visit Macau

Zhang Dejiang, the Chairman of the Standing Committee of
the National People’s Congress of China, is visiting Macau

in May, according to a report by HK Server. The visit will
reportedly take place in the beginning of May, and is also
believed to be Zhang’s last visit to the two SARs before China’s
19th National Congress of the Communist Party of China.
Zhang previously visited Hong Kong last May. At the city’s
Legislative Council, Hong Kong’s director of the Protocol
Division Government Secretariat, Judy Li, recently said

that Hong Kong spent HKD7.08 million in total to host top
officials visiting Hong Kong, more than HKD5 million of
which was used during Zhang’s three-day visit to Hong Kong.

responsible gambling

The Forum on Macau Integrated Tourism and Leisure
Enterprises and Social Responsibility, organized by the Macau
Polytechnic Institute (IPM), was held yesterday at the Grand
Lisboa Macau. The theme of the forum was “Promoting
Responsible Gambling”. Organizations participating and
presenting at the forum included the six gaming operators

in Macau, the Macao Federation of Trade Unions and

IPM. According to the organizers, the forum aimed to
enhance Macau residents’ and visitors’ understanding

and appreciation of the integrated tourism and leisure
enterprises’ contributions in promoting responsible gaming in
the industry.

CAFEAL to make more
public spaces available for
campaigning

The Electoral Affairs Commission for the Legislative
Assembly Election (CAEAL) plans to make 24 outdoor public
spaces available for the campaign teams of candidates to
present their respective manifestos to the public. That is four
more spaces than were available for such use during the 2013
Legislative Assembly Election process, the chairman of the
Electoral Affairs Commission, Mr Tong Hio Fong, disclosed
on Wednesday. The four new spaces are located in a variety of
places, including the area close to the Olympic Sports Centre
in Taipa, on the Seac Pai Van public housing estate, at the
Northern District Public Services Centre in Areia Preta and

at Macau Baptist College in Areia Preta. Tong additionally
said the commission would install translucent curtains in
voting booths, using the same design adopted in the 2013
election. The aim was to ensure privacy for voters during

the act of voting, while also enabling polling station staff to
monitor their activity well enough to prevent voters taking
photographs or making video recordings inside the booths.
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‘Play and Play’ to open
Arts Festival tonight

E 28th Macao Arts
Festival kicks off today
with a reinterpretation of
Schubert and Ravel’s classi-
cs by world-renowned Nor-
th American modern dance
company, Bill T. Jones/Ar-
nie Zane. The performance
is titled “Play and Play: An
Evening of Movement and
Music”. The same company
will also present the per-
formance “A Letter to My
Nephew” on May 1. Both
shows will be held at the
Macau Cultural Center.

During a meeting with
journalists yesterday, Janet
Wong, Associate Artistic
Director and Video Desig-
ner of the company, indica-
ted that the performances
do not convey any specific
storylines.

“The first act will be just
music and dance, people
should just relax and absorb
it,” explained Won, “but
you will see a community
of people working together
towards a goal. You cannot
explain what it really is.”

TOURISM

Janet Wong (ight)

However, she clarified,
“you can appreciate the
dancers’ movements, the
music; you don’t need to
care too much about whe-
ther there is a story or mea-
ning.”

Likewise, “A Letter to My
Nephew” is an abstract per-
formance without a specific
story, according to Wong.

“The second story is very
abstract, and is deconstruc-
ted, [...] it [may depict a sort
of] relationship between
uncle and nephew, and it’s

an American piece, [...]
there might be something
about fear, something about
this nephew’s ballet training
when he is eight, maybe so-
mething about Macau,” said
Wong.

Wong, who was born in
Hong Kong, pursued her ca-
reer interests in New York.

This is the first time her
team is visiting Macau, and
her second personal visit to
the territory.

Most noticeably, her dan-
cers will collaborate with

MGTO prepares Labor Day
holiday expecting crowds

four members of the Macao
Orchestra when presenting
the show to the audiences.

“Wherever we go, we en-
joy collaborating with local
musicians,” said Wong.
“We can use recorded
music, but live music and
recorded music are really
different. [...] It really
makes a difference in our
muscles and bones to col-
laborate with something
that’s breathing and alive.
It’s really expensive, but I
think it’s worth it,” noted
Wong.

The U.S. company is fa-
mous for its inventive cho-
reography, for which Bill T.
Jones has been awarded se-
veral New York Dance and
Performance Awards. In
the year 2000, The Dance
Heritage Coalition named
Jones “an irreplaceable
dance treasure.”

The shows will be held in
one sitting at the Macau
Cultural Center’s Grand
Auditorium at 8 p.m. on
April 28. JZ

rangement,  require-
ments for hotels and
catering establishmen-
ts to declare price lists
and for hotels to keep
records of hotel guest
information upon che-
ck-in, as well as hotel
swimming-pool  ma-
nagement guidelines.

E Macao Gover-
nment Tourism
Office (MGTO) relea-
sed a statement infor-
ming the public about
their preparations for
the upcoming Labor
Day holidays, which
will take place from
April 29 to May 1. The
Labor Day holidays are
expected to bring many
visitors from main-
land China to Macau.
Preparations include
more scrupulous ins-
pections,  reminders
posted to local busi-
nesses, publication of
a food guide, training
staff to attend to en-
quiries at different
stationed  locations

and paying support
to entities involved in
organizing festive and
holiday activities.

MGTO  explained
that such measures
aim to “cater to local
residents and visitors
with regard to their
needs, and keep op-
timizing the tourism
environment and sa-
feguarding service

quality in the local in-
dustry.”

As such, the bureau
will carry out detailed
inspections at several
tourist spots as well
as border cross points
during the three-day
period.

The bureau will also
partner with the police
authorities to combat
illegal  accommoda-

tion, keeping inspec-
tors on standby rou-
nd-the-clock, which
will provide additional
security at the tourist
information counters
asneeded.

In order to safeguard
visitor rights and en-
sure tourism quality,
MGTO has sent letters
to local businesses to
raise awareness about
issues that may arise
during the holiday.
Among these are ma-
tters of hygiene, fire
safety, guest capacity,
opening hours, occu-
pational guidelines on
tour group operations,
assistance in diverting
visitors, itinerary ar-

In addition, the Office
has also advised visi-
tors via text message to
visit popular attractions
during off-peak hours
in order to divert them
from overcrowded tou-
rist areas and minimize
their impact on traffic,
So as to maintain a po-
sitive image of the des-
tination.

In anticipation of lon-
ger visitor stays during
this period, the MGTO
will be sending staff
to ten different tourist
spots to offer informa-
tion and guidance for
visitors and assist in
crowd management
throughout the holiday
period.
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EU: “One country, two
systems” works well

BLOOMBERG

HE European

Union (EU) issued
its latest annual re-
port on Macau, clai-
ming that the “one
country, two systems”
principle “continued
to work well” in 2016.
The report mentions
that over the past
year, “fundamental ri-
ghts and freedoms of
citizens continued to
be respected” and lo-
cal media “continued
to express a broad
range of views despite
some concerns about
increasing  self-cen-

sorship.”

The Chief Executi-
ve being unopposed
in the 2014 elections
was criticized, with
the report noting that
this was the third time
in a row that only one
candidate stood for
election as Chief Exe-
cutive. Consequently,
“the EU encourages
the Macau authori-
ties to consider ways
to promote greater
public  involvement
in the election of the
Chief Executive, the-
reby enhancing the

legitimacy of the posi-
tion and contributing
to good governance.”
The local economy’s
resilience was prai-
sed, although it was
noted that economic
growth suffered from
a marked decline in
gaming revenue in the
first two quarters.

In terms of policy,
the key priority hi-
ghlighted by the EU
was “improving the
lives of ordinary peo-
ple, who face moun-
ting living and hou-
sing costs.” Another
issue is the “acute la-
bor shortage”. Howe-
ver, it mentioned that
“imported labor has
become a sensitive
issue, and there is no
political consensus on
how to address it.”
According to the re-
port, EU-Macau re-
lations continued
to flourish, with a
growing portfolio of
cooperative activities
and solid trade rela-
tions. However, EU-
Macau trade shrunk
in 2016, a factor the
report attributes to
the contraction in Ma-
cau’s economy.

The current IC president, Leun Hio ig (Ift), taking oath of office

Cultural Affairs

Bureau directors face
disciplinary action

HE board of directors of the Cul-

tural Affairs Bureau (IC) acting

when the Commission Against

Corruption (CCAC) report re-
vealed recruitment irregularities will face
disciplinary procedures.

The Secretary for Social Affairs and Cul-
ture, Alexis Tam, revealed yesterday that
legal advisers analyzed the report, which
criticized the recruitment system in use
for the past few years by IC.

“Bearing in mind that there are signs of
breach of duty by members of the board,
[Alexis Tam] decided to take disciplinary

proceedings against the Cultural Affairs
Bureau board members at the time of the
report: Ung Vai Meng, Leung Hio Ming
and Chan Peng Fai.,” a statement issued
by Alexis Tam office reads.

In order to rectify the irregularities de-
tected, which occurred between 2010 and
2015, IC suggested creating individual
work contracts with the affected workers.
The secretary said that he will seek legal
advice from the Public Administration
and Civil Service Bureau (SAFP) to verify
that this solution complies with the legal
requirements.
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GAMING

Adelson shows ‘steadfast
confidence in Macau’

AS Vegas Sands (LVS) pos-

ted a year-on-year increase
of 41.3 percent in net income
in the first quarter (USD578
million). The company’s reve-
nue stood at USD3.11billion, an
increase of 14.3 percent, compa-
red to the first quarter of 2016
when revenues were USD2.72
billion.

A conference call with inves-
tors and LVS chairman and CEO
Sheldon Adelson was held on
Wednesday to discuss the results.

“Our Las Vegas operation deli-
vered its best quarter since the
first quarter of 2008,” Adelson

said. “Macau is now growing

again for three consecutive
quarters. Our strategy was to
create a critical mass of inter-
connected resorts. And we now
have almost 13,000 hotel rooms
in four interconnected resorts.
We have steadfast confidence

MGM: REVENUE UP 7 PERCENT

MGM CHINA announced yester-
day the selected unaudited financial
data of the first quarter. The gaming
operator recorded a total revenue of
HKD3.9 billion, an increase of 7 per-
cent from the same quarter last year.
Adjusted EBITDA was up by 23

percent from a year ago to HKD1.2
billion. Property EBITDA margin
for the quarter grew 412 basis points
year on year to 31.4 percent. Mass
business accounted for over 80 per-
cent of the profit for the Group dur-
ing the quarter.

in Macau and our Macau busi-
ness.”

During the conference «call,
Adelson also addressed the pro-
cess of applying for gaming li-
censes in Japan: “LVS is by far
ahead of the other competition
as a candidate to get [Japanese]
approval. It’s even to the point
where a couple of people have
said ... that the Japanese gover-
nment may allow us to have an
interest in more than one inte-
grated resort.”

Separately, Melco Resorts &
Entertainment yesterday an-
nounced that it will file its
unaudited financial results for
the first quarter of 2017 with the
U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission on Thursday, May
4, to be followed by a conferen-
ce call on the same day at 8.30
a.m. Eastern Time (or 8.30 p.m.
Hong Kong Time).

In New York, gaming shares
of all Macau gaming operators
registered gains, with the excep-
tion of SJIM.

COOPERATION

MSAR and Gansu
sign consumer
protection protocol

HE Macao Consumer

Council and the Gan-
su Consumers Associa-
tion signed a consumer
protection protocol to es-
tablish a mechanism for
case transfers, informa-
tion exchange, and other
co-operations this week
in Macau.

The council indicated
that it has been trying to
further its co-operation
with provinces and re-
gions included in the One
Belt, One Road region.
Both the Council and
Gansu Consumers Asso-
ciation agree that co-ope-
ration between the two
parties will help establish
a healthy consumption
environment and thus
encourage economic de-
velopment.

The protocol between
the two consumer orga-
nizations provides con-
sumers with a fast and
convenient mechanism to
solve their disputes and

encourage  consumers’
confidence.

Meanwhile, due to diffe-
rences in shopping habi-
ts in the two regions, the
Council and Gansu Con-
sumers Association will
exchange information on
consumer protection pe-
riodically to encourage
a harmonious consumer
environment.

These consumer in-
centives will benefit the
economic development
in both places and contri-
bute to the One Belt, One
Road strategic economic
co-operation.

The president of the
Executive Committee of
the Consumer Council,
Wong Hong Neng, and
the President of Gansu
Consumers Association,
Chen Qi Shou, hope to
elevate the standard of
consumer protection

work in the two locations
so that consumers are
more secure.
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Governo da Regido Administrativa Especial de Macau qua“do pretender com pl'al'
Dircegio dos Servigos de Identificagio | i | | | = 0 ™
ouvenderjuma habitacao
Requerimento para a emissao do certificado de associagao para efeitos
das eleigbes para a Assembleia Legislativa — 2017 \linhalaberta
\§ 522850/0390
A Direcgiio dos Servigos de Identificagio (DSI) solicita a atengiio das associagdes e organizagdes, que pretendam De acordo com a Lei da actividade de mediagdo
requerer o certificado de associagio para efeitos das eleighes para a Assembleia Legislativa — 2017, para o seguinte: imobiliaria, quem exercer a actividade de mediagao

1. As associagdes ¢ organizagoes devem formalizar, atempadamente, junto da DSI, o requerimento para a emissio
do certificado de titulares dos Orgios sociais para efeitos das eleigdes para a Assembleia Legislativa — 2017,

Aos requerimentos apresentados ji com todos os documentos necessarios no dia 8 de Junho de 2017 ou antes desta
data, serid garantida a sio do respectivo certificado antes do dia 20 de Junho de 2017, data em que termina o pra
entrega do referido certificado ao SAFP para o “Pedido de Reconhecimento de Constitnigio de Comissio de
Candidatura™.

2. Caso queiram solicitar o referido certificado para ser entregue no SAFP para o reconhecimento da relagio dos
votantes da pessoa colectiva, as associagbes ou organizagdes devem dirigir-se, quanto antes, i DSI para formalizar o
requerimento da emissio do certificado.

Aos requerimentos apresentados ¢ devidamente instruidos no dia 24 de Julho de 2017 ou antes desta data, serd
garantida a emissdo do cer rdo antes do dia 3 de Agosto de 2017, data em que termina o prazo de entrega do referido
certificado ao SAFP para efeitos do reconhecimento da relagio dos votantes da pessoa colectiva.

3. O certificado dos titulares dos drgdos sociais poderd ser usado simultancamente para fins indicados nos pontos

0 1 en® 2, isto ¢ caso as associagdes ou organizagdes tenham requerido o respectivo certificado para a instrugiio do

“Pedido de Reconhecimento de Constilnigio de Comissio de Candidatura™, ndo ¢ necessdrio requerer outro certificado
para o reconhecimento da relagio dos volantes da pessoa colectiva.

4. Para os requerimentos apresentados depois das datas acima indicadas ou com documentagio incompleta, a DST

vai acompanhi-los com o maior esforgo.

5. Do certificado a emitir constard somente a relagio dos titulares dos drgdos sociais em efectividade de fungdes em
13 de Margo de 2017, Caso a acta da reunifio apresentada no requerimento do certificado demonstre que os acluais
titulares dos orgios sociais da associagio ou organizaciio iniciaram as suas fungdes depois de 13 de Margo de 2017, a
respectiva acta serd considerada inaplicavel.

6. O pedido para emissiio do certificado sobredito faz-se mediante:

L] O preenchimento do impresso proprio para “Pedido de Certificado de Associagio™ fornecido pela DSI
(pode ser obtido através do website da DSI - http://'www . dsi.gov.mo);

. O pedido ¢ assinado pelo presidente da assembleia geral ou da dircegdo da associagio requerente ou pelo
seu procurador, e aposto o carimbo da associagiio;

. O pedido deve ser acompanhado dos seguintes documentos:
- Acta da sessdo da assembleia geral para eleigdes dos titulares dos orgdos sociais;
- Fotocopias dos documentos de identificagio dos titulares dos drgiios sociais;

da blei

- Procuracio, quando o pedido for assinado pelo repn 1o pelo pr
geral ou da direcgdo da associagiio requerente.
Nio ¢ necessdrio a entrega dos documentos acima referidos se tenham ja efectuado a actualizagio do registo dos
mesmos na DSL entretanto podem as associagdes ou organizagies requerenies juntd-los novamente ao requerimento para
evitar morosidade, caso hajam erros nos documentos anteriormente apresentados.

Para mais informagdes sobre o requerimento do certilicado de associagio destinado as cleigdes para a Assembleia
1, podem ligar para o niimero 83940581,

Legis
Direcgiio dos Servigos de Identificagiio, a 24 de Abril de 2017,
A Directora,

Ao feong U

imobiliaria na qualidade de mediador imobiliario sem
ser titular de licenga vélida, & punido com multa de
50 000 a 300 000 patacas.
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Neto Valente (center)

HO CHIO MENG TRIAL

Valente reveals

‘confidential
expenses fund’

Renato Marques

HE trial of the former

Public Prosecutor Ge-

neral, Ho Chio Meng, is

coming to a close as the
last witnesses enrolled by the de-
fense were called yesterday to tes-
tify at the Court of Final Appeal
(TUD.

The Macau Lawyers Association
(AAM) president Neto Valente
and lawmaker Leonel Alves were
scheduled to testify. The session
began with a request from de-
fense lawyer Oriana Pun for a
rescheduling of the witness hea-
ring, explaining to the court that
Alves was unable to testify yes-
terday. This is because Alves, as a
lawmaker, requires formal autho-
rization to testify from the Legisla-
tive Assembly (AL) president Ho
Iat Seng, and such authorization
had yet to be granted at the time
of trial.

The president of the TUI, Sam
Hou Fai, replied that the autho-

rization request should have been
made earlier, and denied Pun’s re-
quest to have the hearing delayed.
Instead, he authorized Alves’ tes-
timony to be delivered in writing.

Valente proceeded to testify,
saying that he met Ho many years
ago before taking the office as Pro-
secutor General and while Ho was
deputy Commissioner Against
Corruption.

Valente recalled that Ho had
always conducted himself pro-
perly despite the two of them
holding different views on many
occasions. This remained true
throughout the course of their
professional relationship, es-
pecially as Valente’s position as
AAM president required him to
meet with Ho on multiple occa-
sions to discuss matters related to
the judiciary system and present
complaints from lawyers.

Questioned by Pun about the
accusations made against Ho, Va-
lente mentioned his awareness of
a “confidential expenses special

fund” that depends directly from
the Chief Executive and is inten-
ded for use in confidential matters
by the judiciary and security au-
thorities.

He also expressed his awareness
that, “not all activities done by the
authorities in the search for crimi-
nals and other highly confidential
matters go into paper,” noting
that sometimes, “we only get to
know that certain diligences were
made after it’s concluded.”

ad

What is being
said is that this
is not a serious

trial.
NETO VALENTE

Valente referred to two particu-
lar cases to illustrate his point. In
the first, local authorities made
“secret” diligences in Cambodia
to try to bring a person wanted
in the MSAR to justice. He also
referred to the “recent finding” of
one of his kidnappers in mainland
China in a case that goes back to
2001. After his kidnap in Macau,
Neto Valente was rescued in a
dramatic police raid. One suspec-
ted kidnapper leapt six stories to
his death while trying to escape.
Two other people were detained
during the dawn raid.

Valente also said he knew of
Ho’s political aspirations through

PJ arrests parents of newborn
found near trash collection point

informal talks with several “well
related contacts in the mainland”,
noting that Ho was “very respec-
ted, well related and supported in
China.”

In response to the question of
whether he thought that Ho had
protected the interests of the Public
Prosecutions Office (MP) and of
the MSAR during his time leading
the office, Valente said, “I have no
reason to think otherwise.”

Indirectly asking about the func-
tions previously given to Wang
Xian Di, Pun asked if it was possi-
ble and if it would make sense for
Ho to recruit staff to do “low-pro-
file” tasks and even informants.

Valente responded, “It is a fact
that this happens. Even nowadays
in the duties of security many ti-
mes we resort to such kind of con-
tacts.”

Regarding the large number of
criminal swindling accusations,
Valente also said, “It is hard to
believe that things are exactly like
that. But that’s my opinion as a
citizen”. He noted that above and
beyond the sheer number of alle-
gations against Ho, the case had
created a “bad [public] image of
the justice and of the judiciary sys-
tem of Macau”.

The prosecution sought to cross-
examine Valente, remarking his
testimony was just “rumors,” to
which Valente responded, “not
really rumors but people’s opi-
nion,” noting once more that it “is
bad that in society what is being
said is that this is not a serious
trial and that the accused had al-
ready been sentenced from the
start”.

The MP also questioned Valente
on whether he thought it reasona-
ble and legitimate for Ho to make
use of MP’s resources to bolster
his “political aspirations”, to whi-
ch he responded, “Of course not!”

Sam Hou Fai requested the de-
fence and prosecution to refrain
from asking questions based on
opinion and commentary and to
stick to facts. Fai then interrupted
the enquiry session and ended the
court session shortly after.

On the sidelines of the session,
Pun mentioned that she had a
total 19 witnesses for the defense
who could not be present in the
court. She remarked that about
half of that number would present
testimony in writing to the Court
of Final Appeal. She noted that
it was difficult for the remaining
witnesses since she did not have
direct contact with them.

The baby was found
in the early hours of the
morning on Wednesday
by employees of the trash
collection company insi-
de a blue backpack and
wrapped in towels.

Upon being sent to the

HE Judiciary Police

(PJ) have identified
the parents of a newborn
baby boy found near a
trash collection point lo-
cated at the junction of
Avenida do Dr Francis-
co Vieira Machado with

Travessa 1° de Maio on
Areia Preta, a PJ spokes-
person told the Times.
According to the infor-
mation from PJ, both
the father and mother
of the newborn are non
-resident workers and

employees of a local res-
taurant.

The father is a married
Filipino national (30)
with a nine-year-old
daughter, while the mo-
ther is a divorced Indo-
nesian (25) with a six-

year-old daughter.

Both parents have been
arrested and will be char-
ged under article 135 of
the Macau Penal Code,
which, carries a sentence
of imprisonment from
two to five years.

public hospital (CHCSJ)
for a medical check-up,
the newborn showed
no signs of life-threate-
ning conditions and was
transferred to a pediatric
ward where he remains
in a stable condition. RM

Volleyball
Grand Prix in
July

FIVB Volleyball World Grand
Prix Macau 2017 will be held
between July 14 and 16. The local
pool pitches Olympic champion
China against the United States
of America (six times winner

of the Grand Prix), Italy and
Turkey. Yesterday, a sponsorship
contract worth MOP4 million
between the organizers (Sports
Institute) and the Galaxy
Entertainment Group was
signed. Tickets for the matches
will be put on sale today, at a
price of MOP150 per day.

Incineration
plant received
less construction
waste

The Macau Solid Waste
Incineration Plant received
510,000 tones of solid waste in
2016, representing a smaller
increase of 1.6 percent year-
on-year. The Environment
Protection Bureau (DSPA)
replied to lawmaker Zheng
Anting’s inquiry, stating that,
last year, the landfill also
received somewhere around 30
percent less construction waste
compared to 2015. DSPA also
stated that the government
has already commenced plans
to expand the incineration
plant, having already started
the design of the plant. The
department is also pushing
forward plans to establish

a central place to process
kitchen waste.

Election
committee
received no
reports about
AL votes

The Chairman of the Electoral
Affairs Commission for the
Legislative Assembly Election
(CAEAL), Tong Hio Fong,
said that the commission did
not receive any complaints or
reports directly from litigants
who claimed to have been
pressured to vote for certain
candidates. According to

a report by Jornal Va Kio,
CAEAL indeed received a
letter, forwarded by a third
party, about local teachers
under pressure by their
employer school to vote.

Tong denied and said that he
doubted the authenticity of the
report.
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Judge bars Chinese billionaire’s
post-arrest statements

Ng Lap Seng

Unemployment rate stable at 2 percent in Q1

HE general unem-

ploymentrate in Ma-
cau for the first quarter
of 2017 was 2 percent,
while median earnings
of employed residents
stood at MOP19,000
(about USD2,373), as
indicated yesterday by
the Statistics and Cen-
sus Service (DSEC).
Meanwhile, the unde-

Larry Neumeister, New York

rosecutors cannot use

post-arrest statements

a Chinese billionaire

made to the FBI at his
Manhattan trial on charges
stemming from a United Na-
tions bribery scandal, a judge
ruled Wednesday.

The ruling by U.S. District Ju-
dge Vernon S. Broderick was a
victory for lawyers for Ng Lap
Seng after they argued the FBI’s
interview of Ng should not have
taken place after he requested a
lawyer. The judge called the go-
vernment’s continued questio-
ning of Ng improper.

According to a transcript of
the FBI interview included in
the court record, Ng said his
primary reason for trips to the
United Nations was to promote
plans to build a U.N. conferen-
ce center in Macau.

“My goal is to build this exhi-
bition center, the largest in the
world,” Ng was quoted as saying.

Lawyers for Ng have argued
in court papers that the pro-
secution is politically motiva-
ted, saying the United States
arrested Ng to block cons-
truction of the U.N. center in
China that was meant to serve
southern hemisphere nations.
They said the United States
wanted to slow the progress of
Chinese influence over deve-
loping nations.

The ruling
was a victory
for Ng Lap
Seng lawyers

Ng also was asked during the
interview about a photograph
on the internet of him with for-
mer President Barack Obama.
According to the transcript, he
said a friend from Taiwan in-
troduced him to Obama.

Ng is confined to a luxury
Manhattan apartment under
24-hour guard as part of the
USD50 million bail package
imposed after his 2015 arrest.
He has pleaded not guilty to
charges that he contributed
a portion of more than $1
million in bribes that reached
a former U.N. General As-
sembly president.

Also Wednesday, Broderi-
ck rejected Ng’s request to
toss out the indictment and
ordered the government to
identify Ng’s alleged co-cons-
pirators and alleged bribe
payments at least two weeks
prior to a trial scheduled to
start May 30.

Broderick also said over de-
fense objections that prose-
cutors at trial can refer to Ng
as “Boss Wu,” though the jury
must be informed that the
meaning of “boss” in Chinese
is a reference to a supervisor
or someone with superior sta-
tus entitled to deference. De-
fense lawyers had argued that
use of the words was highly
prejudicial because jurors
might think it implies Ng is
involved in organized crime.

Prosecutors declined throu-
gh a spokesman to comment
on the judge’s rulings.

Tai Park, a lawyer for Ng,
also declined to comment. AP

MOP15,000 (USD1,873)
in the first quarter, with
those engaging in Ga-
ming & Junket Activi-
ties and Construction

remployment rate stood
at 0.5 percent. All three
indicators were stable
as in the previous pe-
riod of December 2016
to February 2017.

DSEC said total labor
force stood at 387,500
and the labor force par-
ticipation rate stood at
71.0 percent. Total em-
ployment was 379,500

and employed residents
totaled 278,100, up by
400 and 1,000 respec-
tively from the previous
period.

The number of unem-
ployed persons stood at
7,900, similar to that
of the previous period.
Fresh labor force en-
trants searching for
their first job accounted

for 9.7 percent of the
total number of unem-
ployed persons, up by

1.3 percent.

Total employment
dropped by 5,500 quar-
ter-to-quarter, of which
the number of employed
residents decreased by
300. Analyzed by in-
dustry, employment in
Restaurants & Similar

Activities (22,900) and
Construction (35,200)
decreased by 4,100 and
2,000 respectively, whi-
le employment in Who-
lesale & Retail Trade
(47,400) increased by
1,100.

Median monthly em-
ployment earnings re-
mained unchanged from
the previous quarter at

earned MOP20,000
(about USD2,498)
and MOP15,000 pata-
cas (about USD1,873)
respectively. Moreo-
ver, median earnings
of employed residents
stood at MOP19,000
(about USD2,373), up
by MOP1,000 (about
USD125) quarter-to-
quarter.

WYNN HOLDS LEADERSHIP PROGRAM
GRADUATION CEREMONY

JBawrmmEain

i AR ERATIS PR A

Gaming operator Wynn re-
cently organized a graduation
ceremony for the first batch of

employees who successfully
completed the “Leadership Ac-
celeration Program-Gaming,”
launched in 2016. The ceremony
also aimed to encourage the gra-
duates to continue to fulfill their
potential and advance further in
their careers.

Speaking at the ceremony, Cia-
ran Carruthers, Chief Operating
Officer of Wynn Macau, said that

it wasn’t easy for ten graduates to
stand out from all candidates and
complete the intensive 6-month
§ training course. Their success
has proved that Wynn’s team
members constantly strive to im-
- prove and advance their learning
and skills. He emphasized that,
to grasp opportunities to move
upward, frontline employees
need to get themselves prepared
and elevate their management
and communication skills, as well
as learn how to handle different
challenges in a flexible manner.

According to the gaming opera-
tor, the “Leadership Acceleration
Program” will continue with a se-
cond intake of participants soon
and the program will expand its
scope to cover non-gaming em-
ployees.

HOTEL ROYAL RESTAURANTS ANNOUNCES

MOTHER’S DAY OFFERS

Fado Portuguese Restaurant
and Catalpa Garden Shanghai-
nese Restaurant at Hotel Royal
Macau have created celebra-
tory cuisine for mothers, offe-
ring festive delicacies from May
8 to 14.

Fado’s executive chef Luis
Américo created a Portuguese-
inspired “Mother’s Day A-La-
Carte Specials” which also of-
fers a complimentary dessert,
“Carrot and ginger molten cake
with chocolate crumble” for mo-
thers.

Octopus rice with iberico, ba-
nana and chestnuts and stuffed
free-range chicken breast with
turnip top’s mousse will also be
presented at the restaurant, as
cited in a press release issued

i

by the hotel.

Meanwhile Catalpa Garden is
offering its Shanghainese food
including dry braised prawn
with brown sauce, double boiled
shark’s fin soup with chicken,
braised superior sea cucumber
with shrimp roe and seasonal
vegetable, steamed black glu-
tinous rice stuffed with mashed
red bean and more.

CTM LAUNCHES “‘SOCIAL CARD’

In order to meet the
strong demand for data
service by residents,
CTM has launched the
brand new 4G+ prepaid
card “Social Card” of
face value MOP100.
Under the new card,
customers may enjoy
30 days of unlimited
local data usage for so-
cial media surfing at a
monthly rate of MOP98,
with no deposit and bin-
ding contract.

The newly launched
card is now availab-
le for sale at all CTM
shops, selected CTM
SIM cards vending ma-
chine and 7-Elevens (in
Macau), according to

a statement issued by
CTM.

The “Social Card” co-
mes with two services:
free “CTM buddy” local
voice airtime and unli-
mited CTM Wi-Fi usage
in over 4 million hotspo-
ts in Mainland China,
Taiwan, Hong Kong and
Macau.

Besides enjoying the
unlimited data, a reload
bonus of $10 will be gi-
ven for every MOP100
reload.

According to the com-
pany, it will conduct
roadshows with games
and giveaways in dif-
ferent districts across
Macau.
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REAL ESTATE MATTERS
The Best Places to Live in Macau - 2017 - Part |

Juliet Risdon is a Director of JML Property and a property

investor.

Having been established in 1994, JML Property offers
investment property & homes. It specializes in managing

properties for owners and investors, and providing attractive
and comfortable homes for tenants.

www.JMLProperty.com
info@JMLProperty.com

“Where is the best place to live?” is a

question we are often asked by peo-

ple new to Macau and hunting for

a home, so every year for the past

four years we have published and

updated this guide;

The answer to this of course de-

pends largely on your personal

perspective and circumstances.

There is no ‘one size fits all’ answer

to this question. Over the next five

articles we can share with you the

places popular with expatriates.

Asking and answering some of the

important questions below may

help to narrow your focus before

you start your property search;

»  What kind of area do I want to
live in?

«  What doIneed to be near to?

«  What facilities do I want in my
building?

» DolIneedacarpark?

«  What requirements do I have
from my property?

«  What is my budget?

Remember there will always be
pros and cons in any property and
location, so its advisable to write
down your priorities and clarify
what is essential and what is desira-
ble to make it a good choice for you.
As everybody has different opi-
nions and needs, these are in no
particular order:

1. Manhattan, Taipa
Area: Taipa, edge of Old Taipa,

JuLIET RispoN

residential.

Amenities: Good for walking to
the supermarket, banks, health
care, on the main bus route with
Bus Stops right outside, schools are
easily accessible, as are local bars
and restaurants.

Building facilities: Swimming
Pool, Cinema Room, Spa Room,
large and well equipped Gym, Ga-
mes Room, BBQ Area, Children’s
Play area, golf simulator and dance
studio. Concierge. Car Parking Spa-
ces available.

Property Features: Dark hard
wood flooring and woodwork, some
good views, small fitted kitchens
with built in ovens as standard, re-
verse cycle air-conditioning.
Rental Prices: High End
Advantages: Great location
Drawbacks: Apartments on
lower floors don’t receive much
sunlight, limited balconies

2. Hellene Gardens, Coloane
Area: Hac Sa, near the beach, re-
sidential near the countryside and
walking trails.

Amenities: Short walk to local
bar & restaurants, Bus Stop, Public
Swimming Pool & tennis courts,
trail walks and the beach. Also Chil-
dren’s parks, BBQ Area on the bea-
ch and family orientated.
Building facilities: Swimming
Pool, Gardens. Car Parking Spaces
available

Property Features: Spacious,

with good kitchen area. Light and
airy spaces. Good layout, balcony.
Rental Prices: Mid Range
Advantages: Quiet and peaceful
location close to the beach
Drawbacks: The age and quality
of the apartments

3. One Central, Macau

Area: Central City Area
Amenities: Near to Casino’s and
high-end stores, hotels and their
facilities.

Building facilities: Gym, pool in-
side & out, rock climbing wall, multi
purpose sports court, tennis court,
concierge and security. Monthly
rental Car Parking available.
Property Features: Light & bri-
ght apartments, high-end modern
kitchens and bathrooms. Great
views from feature windows. Re-
verse cycle air-conditioning.
Rental Prices: High End
Advantages: Great location for
access to the Macau side casinos
Drawbacks: Transient communi-
ty, building quality issues

In next week’s article we look at 3
more of the most popular proper-
ties for expatriates.

If you would like further informa-
tion on these properties or a copy
of the information mailed to you
in pdf format, please e mail me at
Juliet@JMLProperty.com and we
will be happy to send you the infor-
mation.
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Hermes confirms
luxury rebound with
strong gains in Asia

Robert Williams

ERMES  International

SCA reported quarterly
sales that beat estimates as the
brand’s new production sites
maintained faster output of
Birkin bags and other leather
goods to help meet surging de-
mand in Asia.

Revenue climbed 11 percent
on a constant-currency basis,
Paris-based Hermes said yes-
terday, beating the 8.8 per-
cent median estimate of eight
analysts in a Bloomberg sur-
vey. The shares rose as much as
1.3 percent.

The results represent a
marked uptick from a year ago,
when flagging consumption
in China and a terror-related
downturn in European tourism
saw the company report its
slowest quarter in seven years.
The luxury-goods industry has
bounced back more broadly,
with first-quarter results from
leading names LVMH and Ke-
ring surging past analyst esti-
mates.

“Despite an uncertain econo-
mic context we did very well,”
Chief Executive Officer Axel
Dumas said on a call with re-
porters. “You see an accelera-
tion of the sales in mainland
China. The sales are improving
in Macau and Hong Kong.”

Berenberg analyst Zuzanna
Pusz said the results under-
pinned the industry’s reco-
very, even though the company
cautioned that the growth rate
could not be projected across
the full year because of favo-
rable comparisons in the first
quarter.

“Hermes reported a very
strong start to the year, poin-
ting to the broader improve-
ments in the luxury sector as
well as a very solid underlying
demand for its products,” she
said in a note.

LVMH CEO Bernard Ar-
nault’s plan to take full control
of Christian Dior SE is a positi-
ve because it will boost liquidity
in Hermes stock, Dumas said.
The deal weighed on Hermes
shares earlier this week becau-

se the Arnault family plans to
help fund it via its stake in its
Paris rival, dumping more of
the shares onto the market.

Sales of leather-goods and
saddlery, which account for
roughly half of Hermes reve-
nue, jumped 15 percent, bene-
fiting from increased produc-
tion. Hermes has opened new
workshops and trained more
leather workers as demand for
the brand’s handbags held up
even during the sector’s slow-
down of 2015 and 2016.

The company said it was
continuing to invest in a third
production site in the Fran-
che-Comte region in eastern
France. It plans to increase
leather-goods production by 8
percent and to hire and train
250 workers this year.

ad
The Chinese
customer is
quite young,
younger than
he used to be.

AXEL DUMAS
CEO OF HERMES

Hermes, which affirmed an
“ambitious” medium-term goal
for revenue growth, was helped
in Asia by the renovation of a
store in Singapore and the ope-
ning of a new outlet in Chong-
qing, China, Dumas said. The
recent strength of the yen held
back previously buoyant tou-
rist spending in Japan, he said.

New customers seeking entry
-level Hermes goods are boos-
ting the company’s performan-
cein China. Sales of the brand’s
iconic silk scarves and ties rose
8.5 percent in the first quarter
worldwide after a decline a year
earlier.

“There’s been quite a change
of the client profile,” Dumas
said. “The Chinese customer is
quite young, younger than he
used to be.” Bloomberg

& ADVERTORIAL

VICTORIA'S SECRET

Known for its celebrated supermodels and world-famous runway shows, Vietoria's Secret now
brings its chic lingerie, prestige fragrances, body care and beauty products, stylish sportswear and
sophisticated sleepwear to Shoppes at Venetian with the opening of its first full assortment store in

Macao. With intimate fitting experiences and an alluring assortment of the brand's signature products
including its popular PINK lines, irresistible intimate apparel awaits at the glamourous new store.

Froen now unti 10 May, spend over MOPS 000 at
Shoppes at Venetian, Shoppas a1 Four Seasons,
Shoppes af Cotal Central and Shoppes at Pansianto
enoy MOP200 worth of Pansian shopping vouchers
Shoppears who spend MOPE0 000 or more can redeem
an enficing MOP 2,000 warth of Panzsian shopping
vouchers. Spend MOP 15,000 for MOPA00 worth of

ang MOP30,000 to enjoy MOP 1,000 waorth of

vochars. Redaem your reward at Shaoppes al Panaia

YOLRCHIETS

whera Franch brands, exclusive boutiques, and la

labels at the henght of atye abound

"Termys and Condibong Apply

e P gt et g
SANDS MEGA BRAND SALL

More than 150 international designer brands will g

fake-part inour Sands Mega Brand Sabe n May \':jm
Compnaad of o range of retalers from ;
Shoppes at Vanetian, Shoppes at Four Seasons
Shoppes at Cotai Central and Shoppes ot Pansan
it's & tme o shop ke never before wath up to BO% off
designer goods for aimted tme only,

The Sands Mega Brand Sales takes place from 11 o 14 May;
from Tam fo 10pm, at Cotal Expo Hall O, The Venatian Macap.

o

Tor keap up to date with the latest news from Sands Shoppes

an Focebook and )

follow us
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Asian Affairs

Foster Klug, AP

A ook AT NortH’S
EVOLVING BRINKMANSHIP

North Korea observers have long
marveled at the ability of a small, impo-
verished, autocratic nation to go toe-to-
toe with the world’s superpowers.

Part of the secret to North Korean suc-
cess has always been the ruling Kim fa-
mily’s mastery of the art of brinkmanship.

What looks to outsiders like bluster,
bombast and recklessness is actually
a proven technique that over the years
has won North Korea grudging respect
from Washington and its allies, and at
times filled its coffers with aid offered by
rivals relieved to see animosity on the
Korean Peninsula ease.

In recent weeks, however, the roles
may have reversed, with a new adminis-
tration in Washington bulldozing its way
to the brink before finally backing away.

Korean war jitters made global headli-
nes after U.S. President Donald Trump
issued repeated, ambiguous warnings
about his willingness to take unilateral
action and sent U.S. military vessels
to Korean waters. This week, however,
Trump announced a much softer policy
that combines diplomacy and economic
sanctions and is strikingly similar to what
frustrated past presidents embraced.

North Korea used to employ a compa-
rable method: Forcing the world to pay
attention by staging nuclear and missile
tests, issuing outrageous threats and
occasionally lashing out with violence
— and then offering up negotiations.

For decades, the tiny, Third World
dictatorship sandwiched between rich
behemoths played the game remarka-
bly well. But some now see North Korea
entering a frightening new phase, barre-
ling across what were once considered
red lines in a dash to build nuclear-ar-
med missiles that can reach the U.S.
mainland.

A big part of North Korea’s past
brinkmanship has always involved its
weapons program. That may be chan-
ging.

The country is thought to have a small
nuclear arsenal, and some analysts be-
lieve it can mount atomic warheads on
short- and medium-range missiles that
can target South Korea, Japan and spo-
ts in the Pacific.

Each new nuclear detonation and lon-
g-range rocket launch worries Washin-
gton because they put North Korea that
much closer to its ultimate goal of a nu-
clear-armed long-range missile.

The tests have also served a political
purpose in years past.

North Korea conducted its first nuclear
test in 2006, under current leader Kim
Jong Un’s father, the late Kim Jong I,
but the North took years between its
subsequent tests and was willing to talk
about giving up its nuclear program for
security guarantees from the United
States.

Some analysts believe that Kim Jong
Un, who took over in late 2011, abando-
ned this pattern of brinkmanship in 2016
when North Korea sped ahead with nu-
clear weapons development, conduc-
ting two nuclear tests and a long-range
rocket launch that year.

This may signal that Kim is now pur-
suing a nuclear arsenal, which North
Korea calls its “treasured sword,” as a
goal in itself, not as leverage for nego-
tiation.

NORTH KOREA

Rumors rife as
in Pyongyang drag on

Eric Talmadge, Pyongyang

N acute shortage of gaso-

ine in the North Korean
capital of Pyongyang that has
sparked price hikes and hoar-
ding is raising fears of poten-
tially crippling pain at the
pumps if things don’t get bet-
ter soon — and driving rumors
that China is to blame.

The shortage, which is extre-
mely unusual if not unprece-
dented, began last week when
signs went up at gas stations
around the city informing cus-
tomers that restrictions on sa-
les would be put in place until
further notice. With no indica-
tion as of Wednesday night of
when the restrictions might be
lifted — or why they have been
imposed — drivers continue to
scramble to fill up their tanks
and whatever other containers
they can find.

Prices, meanwhile, have shot
up. They had been fairly stable,
typically at about 70-80 cents
a kilogram, but on Wednes-
day at least one station was
charging USD1.40. Gasoline is
sold by the kilogram in North
Korean filling stations. One
kilogram is roughly equivalent
to one liter, so a gallon at the
station costs about $5.30.

China supplies most of ener-
gy-poor North Korea’s fuel,
and in lieu of official expla-
nations, rumors are rife that
Beijing is behind the shortage.
The concerns are adding to a
tense and uncertain mood on
the Korean Peninsula since
U.S. President Donald Trump
assumed office with repeated
calls for Beijing — Pyongyang’s
economic lifeline — to get tou-
gh on North Korea, which has
responded with counterclaims
Washington is pushing for a
nuclear war.

Though trade between Nor-
th Korea and China appears
to be solid, and possibly even
growing, there are indications
Beijing has been quietly tigh-
tening enforcement of some
international sanctions aimed
at getting Pyongyang to aban-
don its development of nuclear
weapons and long-range mis-
siles.

Limiting the oil supply has
been openly discussed in Bei-
jing as one option. Whether
that is actually happening is
unclear.

David von Hippel, a senior
associate with the Nautilus
Institute who specializes in
energy and environmental is-
sues, said supplies of crude oil
and oil products would drop
markedly without Chinese im-

AP PHOTO

as restrictions
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A gas attendant waits by a pump at a gas station in Pyongyang

ports. But he stressed other
factors could just as well be
involved.

“The shortages and price ri-
ses being seen may be due to a
combination of factors, inclu-
ding both actual shortages of
products, more products being
routed to other users — specific
ministries, key factories, or the
military, for example — and,
or, more product being placed
into government storage facili-
ties,” he said in an email. “I do
not have a sense, at present, of
which of these options, and in
what combination, is the dri-
ver for the price rises and sales
restrictions.”

But two days after the restric-
tions were announced, North
Korea’s state-run Korean Cen-
tral News Agency carried an
unusually acerbic, and even
threatening, editorial denou-
ncing “a country around the
DPRK,” an obvious if not expli-
cit reference to China. DPRK is
short for North Korea’s official
name — the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea.

“The DPRK’s nuclear deter-
rence for self-defense ... is by
no means a bargaining chip for
getting something,” the com-
mentary said, adding that if
“the country” keeps applying
economic sanctions “while
dancing to the tune of someo-
ne ... it may be applauded by
the enemies of the DPRK but
it should get itself ready to face
the catastrophic consequen-

ces in the relations with the
DPRK.”

It is unclear whether the gas
shortage has affected North
Korea’s military, state minis-
tries and major projects, all
of which get priority access to
the state-controlled supply.
But the North this month has
staged a huge military parade,
unveiled a sprawling high-ri-
se residential district and on
Tuesday conducted its biggest
-ever live-fire air, land and sea
military drill. It is also belie-
ved to be prepared to conduct
what would be its sixth under-
ground nuclear test.

Several chains of gas stations
are operated under different
state-run enterprises — some,
for example, are operated by
Air Koryo, the national fla-
gship airline — and prices can
vary.

North Korea gasoline cus-
tomers usually purchase cou-
pons at a cashier’s booth to fill
up. Leftover coupons can be
used on later visits until their
expiration date. A common
amount for the coupons is 15
kilograms (19.65 liters or 5.2
U.S. gallons).

The number of North Korean
gas stations has grown stea-
dily in recent years, mainly in
Pyongyang, provincial capitals
and along major highways.
Pyongyang traffic has gotten
significantly heavier since Kim
Jong Un assumed power in
late 2011. The greater number

of cars, including swelling flee-
ts of taxis, has been seen as an
indication of greater economic
activity.

Many of the vehicles are used
for business purposes, such as
transporting people or goods.

“When I last visited in 2005,
they were filling up our bus
with gas rations from buckets,”
said Curtis Melvin, a resear-
cher at the US-Korea Institute
at Johns Hopkins University
and a contributor to the 38
North website. “Things have
definitely changed.”

Melvin added that the growth
of an actual domestic market
for gasoline has made it pos-
sible to see when there is a
problem, since prices are pos-
ted at the gas stations, making
trends publicly trackable. The-
re is also less rationing than in
the past.

If the apparent shortages
are being caused by China, he
said, the most likely explana-
tion would be that less fuel is
flowing across the border via
pipeline.

Such a slowdown or stoppa-
ge would have an immediate
impact on prices and would
take time to compensate for
by ships, trucks or trains. The
primary place for North Ko-
rea pipeline storage tanks in
China is in the border city of
Dandong. But it was also not
clear if North Korean tankers
were picking up as much fuel
as usual. AP
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Trump team softens war talk,
vows other pressure on Kim

Matthew Pennington &
Vivian Salama, Washington

HE Trump adminis-
tration told lawmakers
yesterday [Macau
time] it will apply eco-
nomic and diplomatic pressure
on North Korea to dismantle its
nuclear weapons program, as
an extraordinary White House
briefing served to tamp down
talk of military action against an
unpredictable and increasingly
dangerous U.S. adversary.

President Donald Trump wel-
comed Republican and Demo-
cratic senators before his secre-
tary of state, defense secretary,
top general and national intelli-
gence director conducted a clas-
sified briefing. The same team
also met with House members
in the Capitol to outline the
North’s escalating nuclear ca-
pabilities and U.S. response op-
tions to what they called an “ur-
gent national security threat.”

After weeks of unusually blunt
military threats, the joint state-
ment by the agency chiefs said
Trump’s approach “aims to
pressure North Korea into dis-
mantling its nuclear, ballistic
missile and proliferation pro-
grams by tightening economic
sanctions and pursuing diplo-
matic measures with our allies
and regional partners.” It made
no specific mention of military
options, though it said the U.S.
would defend itself and friends.

The unprecedented meeting in
a building adjacent to the White
House reflected the increased
American alarm over North
Korea’s progress in developing
a nuclear-tipped missile that
could strike the U.S. mainland.
A flurry of military activity, by
North Korea and the U.S. and
its partners on and around the
divided Korean Peninsula, has
added to the world’s sense of
alert.

While tensions have increased
since Trump took office, they’ve
escalated dramatically in recent
weeks as American and other
intelligence agencies suggested
the North was readying for a
possible nuclear test. Althou-
gh such an explosion hasn’t yet
occurred, Trump has sent high
-powered U.S. military vessels
and an aircraft carrier to the
region in a show of force, while
the North conducted large-sca-
le, live-fire artillery drills, wit-
nessed by national leader Kim
Jong Un, earlier this week.

On Wednesday, South Korea
started installing key parts of a
contentious U.S. missile defen-
se system that also has sparked
Chinese and Russian concerns.

America’s  Pacific  forces
commander, Adm. Harry Har-
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Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del., talks with reporters after all Senators briefing on North Korea at the White House

ris Jr., told Congress the system
would be operational within
days. He said any North Korean
missile fired at U.S. forces wou-
1d be destroyed.

“If it flies, it will die,” Harris
said.

The Trump administration
has said all options, including a
military strike, are on the table.
But the administration’s state-
ment after briefing senators —
all 100 members were invited
— outlined a similar approach
to the Obama administration’s
focus on pressuring Pyongyang
to return to long-stalled denu-
clearization talks. Trump’s top
national security advisers said
they were “open to negotia-
tions” with the North, though
they gave no indication of when
or under what circumstances.

4 The US
administration
said all options,
including a
military strike,
are [still] on the
table

The strategy hinges greatly on
the cooperation of China, North
Korea’s main trading partner.

“China is the key to this,” said
Republican Sen. John McCain
of Arizona, who got a preview
of Trump’s message at a dinner
with the president this week.

Democratic Rep. Adam Schiff
of California agreed. “I think the
best approach for the adminis-
tration is to bring the maximum
pressure to bear diplomatically
on China, as well as North Ko-
rea, but otherwise to walk softly
and carry a big stick,” he told

reporters after attending the
Capitol Hill briefing.

Among the options are retur-
ning North Korea to the U.S.
state sponsor of terrorism black-
list, which Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson said last week was under
consideration. His spokesman,
Mark Toner, said yesterday that
another tactic is getting nations
around the world to close down
North Korean embassies and con-
sulates, or suspending them from
international organizations.

But sanctions will be the grea-
test tool at the Trump adminis-
tration’s disposal. Tillerson is
chairing a U.N. Security Council
meeting Friday designed to get
nations to enforce existing pe-
nalties on North Korea and wei-
gh new ones.

Testifying before the House Ar-
med Services Committee, Harris
said he expects North Korea to
soon be able to develop a long
-range missile capable of striking
the United States, as Kim has

promised. “One of these days
soon, he will succeed,” Harris
said.

North Korea’s U.N. mission
said the nation would react to “a
total war” with Washington by
using nuclear weapons. It vowed
victory in a “death-defying stru-
ggle against the U.S. imperialis-
ts.”

Trump, like presidents before
him, faces difficult options. Sanc-
tions haven’t forced Pyongyang
to abandon its nuclear efforts,
but a targeted U.S. attack to take
out its weapons program risks a
wider war along a heavily milita-
rized border near where tens of
millions of South Koreans live.
The threat would extend to near-
by Japan, another country North
Korea regularly threatens.

China has urged restraint by
both Pyongyang and Washing-
ton. In Berlin, Foreign Minister
Wang Yi said North Korea must
suspend its nuclear activities, but
“on the other side, the large-sca-
le military maneuvers in Korean
waters should be halted.” That
was a reference to U.S. and Sou-
th Korean war games.

China opposes the Terminal
High-Altitude Area Defense
system, or THAAD, being ins-
talled in South Korea, rejecting
American assurances that it will
only target North Korean missi-
les. Russia also sees the system’s
powerful radars as a security
threat.

In Beijing, Chinese foreign mi-
nistry spokesman Geng Shuang
said THAAD would upset the re-
gion’s “strategic balance.” China
will take “necessary measures
to defend our own interests,” he
promised. AP

DETERRENT POWER

US test launches unarmed
intercontinental ballistic missile

N unarmed Minuteman 3 intercontinental

allistic missile was launched from California

early yesterday [Macau time] in a test of the wea-
pon system that is part of the U.S. nuclear force.

The missile blasted off from a silo at 12:03 a.m.
from Vandenberg Air Force Base and delivered
a single re-entry vehicle to a target approxima-
tely 6,759 kilometers away at Kwajalein Atoll
in the Pacific Ocean, the Air Force Global Strike
Command said.

The launch command was issued via an air laun-
ch control system aboard a Navy E-6 Mercury jet.

“Tonight’s launch was an important demonstra-
tion of our nation’s nuclear deterrent capability,”
Col. John Moss, commander of Vandenberg’s
3oth Space Wing, said in a statement. “Test lau-
nches like this one are vital to validating the effec-
tiveness and readiness of our operational nuclear
systems, so it is critical that they are successful.”

Operational tests of Minuteman 3 missiles are
conducted regularly but the timing of yesterday’s
launch amid U.S. tensions with North Korea over
its nuclear and missile programs drew criticism
from the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, which
has advocated against nuclear weapons for more
than 30 years.

“When it comes to missile testing, the U.S. is
operating with a clear double standard: Tt views its
own tests as justified and useful, while it views the
tests of North Korea as threatening and destabi-
lizing,” David Krieger, president of the organiza-

AP PHOTO

tion, said in a statement on its website this week.

“What is needed is diplomacy rather than mili-
tary provocations. Threats, whether in the form
of tweets, nuclear-capable aircraft carrier groups,
or nuclear-capable missile launches, only increase
the dangers to us all,” he said.

President Donald Trump has in recent weeks
ordered an aircraft carrier and other Navy vessels
into the region in a show of force to deter North
Korea, which this week conducted large-scale, li-
ve-fire artillery drills.

On Wednesday, the White House hosted all 100
senators for a classified briefing on North Korea
by Trump’s secretary of state, defense secretary,
top general and national intelligence director.

The briefing team was to meet later with House
members in the Capitol.

The most recent previous Minuteman 3 launch
was in early February. AP
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Gerry Shih, Beijing

UTHORITIES in Chi-

na’s Xinjiang region

are prohibiting paren-

from giving children

some Islamic names in the latest

effort to dilute the influence of re-

ligion on life in the ethnic Uighur
minority heartland.

“Muhammad,” “Jihad” and “Is-
lam” are among at least 29 names
now banned in the heavily Muslim
region, according to a list distribu-
ted by overseas Uighur activists.

An official at a county-level pu-
blic security office in Kashgar, a
hub in southern Xinjiang with
strong Islamic influences, says
some names were banned becau-
se they had a “religious backgrou-
nd.” Tt is unclear how widespread
the ban is or whether it is tightly
enforced. The official refused to
identify herself, as is common
with Chinese officials.

The naming restrictions are part
of a broader government effort
to secularize Xinjiang, which is
home to roughly 10 million Ui-
ghurs, a Turkic people who mostly
follow Sunni Islam. Top officials
including Xinjiang’s Communist
Party chief have publicly said that
radical Islamic thought has in-
filtrated the region from Central
Asia, protracting a bloody, years-
long insurgency that has claimed
hundreds of lives.

Government-linked scholars

AD b

XINJIANG

Authorities ban list of Islamic
names in restive region

and high-ranking officials, in-
cluding Chinese President Xi
Jinping, have urged local gover-
nments to better assimilate their
Muslim minorities into the ma-
jority Han Chinese culture, and
many ethnic policy hard-liners
have decried a trend of so-called
“Arabization” affecting China’s 21
million Muslims.

Aside from the prohibition on
Islamic names, local Xinjiang
officials have, at times, strongly
discouraged or prohibited Islamic
veils, while government-linked
commentators have called for
bans of mosques with domes or
other Middle Eastern architectu-
ral styles.

Uighur activists and human ri-
ghts groups say that radical thou-
ght had never gained widespread
traction, but restrictions on reli-
gious expression are fueling a cy-
cle of radicalization and violence.

The names listed on the govern-
ment document disseminated by
Uighur groups include several re-
lated to historic religious or politi-

AP PHOTO

Heavily armed Chinese pramltry policemén on duty in Uru-mqi

cal figures and some place names.

“Imam,” “Hajj,” “Turknaz,”
“Azhar” and “Wahhab” are on the
list, as are “Saddam,” “Arafat,”
Medina” and “Cairo.”

Judgment calls about which
names are deemed to be “overly
religious” will be made by local
government officials, according to
Radio Free Asia, the U.S.-funded

radio service which first reported
the naming directive.

For instance, “Mehmet,” the
widely seen Turkic version of
“Muhammad,” is considered
“mainstream” in Xinjiang and
would likely be permitted, RFA
reported.

Dilxat Raxit, a spokesman for
the overseas World Uighur Con-

gress activist group, called the
naming directive a policy bearing
a “hostile attitude” toward Ui-
ghurs.

“Han parents choosing Western
names are considered trendy but
Uighurs have to accept Chinese
regulations or else be accused of
being separatists or terrorists,”
Raxit said. AP
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SOUTH CHINA SEA

Duterte says he won't raise sea
feud win vs. China in summit

HE Philippine president

said yesterday he will not
raise his country’s victory in an
arbitration ruling that invali-
dated China’s territorial claims
in the South China Sea during
a Southeast Asian summit this
weekend, a stance that critics
say is subservient to Beijing.

Rodrigo Duterte said last
year’s ruling is an issue be-
tween China and the Philippi-
nes and does not concern other
members of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations. He
hosts an annual summit of
ASEAN leaders in Manila to-
MOITOW.

“I will skip the arbitral ruling.
It is not an issue here in the
ASEAN,” Duterte told repor-
ters.

A draft of an ASEAN chair-
man’s communique to be is-
sued by Duterte at the end of
the summit also does not men-
tion the arbitration decision,
which invalidated China’s his-
toric claim to virtually the en-
tire South China Sea.

The arbitration tribunal also
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Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, right, of Brunei and President Rodrigo Duterte

ruled that Beijing violated the
rights of Filipinos by blocking
them from fishing in a dispu-
ted shoal.

Critics say Duterte should
mention the ruling during the
summit to increase pressure
on Beijing to comply with it.

“The draft of the chairman’s
statement is deeply disappoin-
ting and, if not revisited, wou-
1d manifest an absence of the
desired leadership,” said for-
mer Philippine Foreign Secre-

tary Albert del Rosario, who
spearheaded the filing of the
arbitration case against China.

Duterte, who took office in
June, has taken steps to repair
relations with China which
had been damaged by the ter-
ritorial conflict.

Several other ASEAN mem-
bers also claim parts of the
South China Sea in a dispute
that some fear could spark an
armed conflict in economically
bustling Asia. AP

=
o
Q
o
w
O]
z
o
<
[©]
z
o
I
>
»n
w
=
o
>
Q
o

— ™

“Anﬁihiléte British dogs, wipe out Hng Kong independence,” read the banner

hoisted by some Evergrande fans at Mong Kok Stadium on Tuesday

SPORTS

Guangzhou Evergrande
charged for fans’
anti-Hong Kong banner

O-TIME Asian Champions
League winner Guangzhou
Evergrande has been charged by
the sport’s continental governing
body after supporters unfurled
an offensive banner aimed at a
Hong Kong opponent this week.
The Asian Football Confedera-
tion says it opened disciplinary
cases against the Chinese club —
Asia’s champion in 2013 and ‘15
— Kawasaki Frontale of Japan and
Nejmeh of Lebanon for discrimi-
nation incidents this month.
Guangzhou Evergrande held up

an anti-British, anti-Hong Kong
independence banner during a
6-0 win over Eastern on Tuesday.
Hong Kong was a British colony
returned to Chinese rule 20 years
ago.

Kawasaki Frontale was charged
for “a similar offence of discrimi-
nation” during a Champions Lea-
gue game against Suwon Samsung
Bluewings in South Korea.

Nejmeh was charged following
incidents at an AFC Cup home
game against Al Wehdat of Jor-
dan.
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ERMAN Chancellor Angela

Merkel yesterday sought to
dash British hopes that its exit
from the European Union will
have only a limited impact on the
relations, rights and privileges it
now has.

Speaking to German
lawmakers ahead of a weekend
summit in Brussels to discuss
the so-called Brexit, Merkel said
to applause that she had “the
feeling that some in Britain still
have illusions, and that is a was-
te of time.”

While Europe still envisions
Britain as a close partner, Merkel
said once it leaves the EU it will
be an outsider and as such “can
and will not have the same rights
or be in a better position than a
member of the European Union.”

“All of the 27 members of the
European Union and European
institutions are agreed upon
that,” she said, to applause.

Britain has two years to comple-
te its deal to leave the 28-nation
European Union but is currently
preoccupied with a snap election
taking place in early June.

Merkel said pressing issues like
the treatment of citizens living
in each other’s nations, the bill
of remaining costs to be paid by
Britain and border issues in Ire-
land need to be dealt with before
a future relationship can even be

BRITAIN’S PRIME negotiator Michel Barnier
minister took time out from  and European Commis-
her election campaign to sion President Jean-Claude
meet the European Union’s  Juncker. May called a snap
chief Brexit negotiatorand ~ June 8 election last week,
head of the bloc’s execu- urging voters to give her
tive. Theresa May held a Conservatives a bigger
working dinner Wednesday  parliamentary majority to
[yesterday, Macau time] strengthen Britain’s hand
at 10 Downing St. with in EU exit negotiations.

FRANCE

BREXIT
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Merkel: Britain should hold no

illusions exit will be easy

discussed.

“Without progress on the many
open questions of the exit, inclu-
ding the financial questions, it
makes no sense to have parallel
negotiations over the future rela-
tionship,” the chancellor said.

“We need to know how Britain

sees its future relations with us,”
she added.

She said Germany will push for
the impact of Brexit on Germans
and other EU citizens living in
Britain to be as minimal as pos-
sible, and for cooperation on
security issues, like fighting or-
ganized crime and terrorism, to
remain close.

“Let there be no doubt: Brexit
negotiations will demand a lot
from Britain and Europe,” she
said.

She added that Germany and
other EU countries need to de-
fine their own “interests and
goals,” and that she expects EU
nations to emerge from the Brus-
sels summit with a “strong signal
of unity.”

EU officials at a meeting in Lu-
xembourg said the EU nations

formed a solid bloc and said little
still needs to be agreed on in tou-
gh guidelines for their Brexit ne-
gotiators, which are to be appro-
ved at tomorrow’s summit.

The EU’s chief negotiator, Mi-
chel Barnier, said “we are ready,
we are ready” as he entered the
meeting.

The 27 European Union na-
tions are heading into two years
of divorce negotiations with Bri-
tain as a solid bloc, saying yes-
terday there is a large consensus
on the tough guidelines for their
Brexit negotiators which are to be
approved at a weekend summit.

Often divided on key issues
from refugees to the financial cri-
sis, the EU nations said no major
questions were left for the lea-
ders during Saturday’s summit
as the negotiations with Britain
draw closer.

The EU’s chief negotiator, Mi-
chel Barnier, said that “we are
united” as he left the meeting of
EU foreign and Europe ministers
in Luxembourg.

“It was an unprecedented sig-
nal of trust, unity and consensus
of the 27,” said Maltese Deputy
Prime Minister Louis Grech, who
chaired the meeting.

Britain has spent lots of time
trying to bounce back from the
shock referendum result in June.
It had to form a new government
and now faces a snap election on
June 8, making sure that negotia-
tions on Brexit will not start until
nearly a year after the referendum.

Once the EU’s guidelines are
approved tomorrow, the Eu-
ropean Commission will pour
them into a tight negotiating
mandate for Barnier which
should be ready May 22. Talks
are expected to start sometime
after the British elections, when
a new government is formed.

We need to
know how
Britain sees its
future relations

with us.
ANGELA MERKEL

The EU said pressing issues
like the treatment of citizens li-
ving in each other’s nations, the
bill of remaining costs to be paid
by Britain and border issues in
Ireland need to be dealt with
before a future relationship can
be discussed.

British Foreign Secretary Bo-
ris Johnson immediately saw
problems ahead. “If you're
saying that they want the mo-
ney before they get any substan-
tive talks, then that is obviously
not going to happen,” he told
the BBC.

Estimates for the British di-
vorce bill go as high as 60 billion
euros (USD65 billion). MDT/AP

After Whirlpool battle, Le Pen and Macron clash over fish

FTER “the battle of

Whirlpool,” when Ma-
rine Le Pen and Emmanuel
Macron both went hun-
ting for France’s blue-collar
vote at a threatened home
appliance factory, the presi-
dential candidates clashed
over fish in a return to more
traditional campaigning yes-
terday.

The anti-European Union
far-right populist Le Pen
was up before dawn to crui-
se aboard a fishing trawler
on the Mediterranean. The
sea trip was her latest tele-
vision-friendly effort to por-
tray herself as the candidate
of France’s workers against
the centrist former banker
and economy minister Ma-
cron, whom she paints as
the candidate of the finan-

cial, political and pro-EU
elite.

“My grandfather was a
fisherman, so I am in my
element,” Le Pen said after
her pre-dawn voyage aboard
the “Grace of God 2” trawler.

She said France will take
back control of its maritime
policies if she is elected in
the second-round vote on
May 7. She again tore into
Macron’s more pro-market,

free-trade economic pro-
gram. Macron fired back
on Twitter, saying her pro-
posals to take France out of
the EU would sink France’s
fishing industry.

“Have a nice trip. Euro-
pe’s exit she proposes, it’s
the end of French fishing.
Think about it,” he tweeted,
before a scheduled visit to
the ethnically mixed Paris
suburb of Sarcelles and a na-

tional television appearance
today [Macau time].

Many voters can’t stoma-
ch either candidate. French
high school students scu-
ffled with riot police in a
cloud of tear gas during a
Paris protest in which they
pained Le Pen as an extreme
nationalist with dangerous
views and Macron as too
cozy with the finance world.

Students blocked entran-
ces to some high schools
and marched through eas-
tern Paris to the Bastille
neighborhood, the heart of
the 1789 French revolution.
Most of the protesters were
peaceful, but a few clashed
with the riot police ringing
the crowds.

Many of the students aren’t
old enough to vote, yet they

reflect a chunk of the French  turnout could propel Le Pen
electorate that is expected into the presidency.
to sit out the May 7 election, Le Pen may have hit a

either because they dislike
both candidates or because
they assume Macron will
win.

While Macron has been
considered the favorite for
the runoff, pollsters have
long noted that a very low

turning point with her sur-
prise visit to the threatened
Whirlpool  clothes-dryer
factory in northern France.
The campaign maneuver
put Macron on the defen-
sive and prompted him to
also meet angry Whirlpool

‘War is
declared,’
read a
front-page
headline
of the daily
Liberation

workers later the same day.

Yesterday, = newspapers
and commentators debated
which of the two candidates
scored the most points in
the remarkable Whirlpool
drama that highlighted their
clash of styles and which was
broadcast live on French
news channels.

“War is declared,” read a
front-page headline of the
daily Liberation. AP



fri 28.04.2017

T 4 MacauDainwusa§

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

WORLD m

MIDDLE EAST

Syrian media: Israel attacked
installation near Damascus

Philip Issa, Beirut

N apparent Israeli mis-

sile attack on a Syrian
military installation near Da-
mascus International Airport
shook the capital yesterday
and raised tensions between
the two hostile neighbors.

The Syrian military said in a
statement that the attack, whi-
ch could be felt at least 15 kilo-
meters away, was carried out
by Israel and aimed to “raise
the morale of terrorist groups”
the government maintains are
waging war against President
Bashar Assad’s forces.

The military said it would
continue its “war on terror”
— government parlance for
the battle against all groups
trying to oust Assad.

Israel appears to be striking
at military convoys and ins-
tallations in Syria at a quicke-
ning pace, maintaining it has
the right to prevent authori-
ties in Damascus from trans-
ferring weapons across the

AP PHOTO

This frame grab from video, which has been authenticated based on its contents
and other AP reporting, shows flames rising after an explosion near an airport west

of Damascus, yesterday

border to the Lebanese mili-
tant Hezbollah group.
Hezbollah is a staunch ally of
the Syrian government, which
is mired in a six-year-long civil
war, and also an avowed enemy
of Israel, which occupied Leba-
non for nearly two decades.

Israeli Minister of Intelli-
gence Yisrael Katz would not
comment directly on the in-
cident but said any similar
strike would be in line with
established policy to interrupt
weapons transfers.

“It absolutely matches our

declared policy, a policy that
we also implement,” Katz told
Israel’s Army Radio.

Israel is widely believed to
have carried out several airs-
trikes in recent years on ad-
vanced weapons systems in
Syria — including Russian
-made anti-aircraft missiles
and Iranian-made missiles
— as well as Hezbollah posi-
tions. It rarely comments on
such operations.

Activists running the wi-
dely followed Damascus-fo-
cused Facebook page Diaries
of a Mortar reported hearing
several explosions before
dawn, which they said could
be felt across the Syrian ca-
pital.

Syria’s state-run SANA news
agency said Israel had fired
several missiles from inside
the Occupied Golan Heights,
60 kilometers south of Da-
mascus, striking a military
installation southwest of the
airport that serves both mi-
litary and civilian flights. It

reported several explosions
and material damage but no
casualties. It was not clear
how Israel was identified as
the culprit.

“The buildings shook from
the force of the blast,” said
a media activist who goes by
Salam al-Ghoutawi, of the
Ghouta Media Center, in the
city’s opposition-held nor-
theastern suburbs, about 15
kilometers from the airport.
He said he heard the roar
of jets in the distance at the
time.

A string of explosions could
be seen silhouetted against
the night sky in a video pub-
lished by the center. Debris is
seen flying out as the light of
the explosions illuminated a
sizeable blast cloud that took
shape nearby. A pro-govern-
ment site Damascus Now said
the explosion was near the
city’s Seventh Bridge, which
leads to the airport road.

Hezbollah’s al-Manar media
station reported an explosion
at the fuel tanks and a wa-
rehouse next to the airport,
which is 25 kilometers east of
the city center. Al-Manar also
speculated the blast was cau-
sed by an Israeli strike.

Hezbollah has sent thou-
sands of its militants to
fight  alongside  govern-
ment forces in Syria’s six-
year-long civil war. AP
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CINETEATRO
26 Arr - 29 Arr

FRrRiDAY

13:00 TDM News (Repeat)

13:30 News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast

14:50 RTPi Live

16:10 Documentary Serie

17:00 Revenge St

17:40 Castle S6 (Repeated)

18:20 Now Generation (Repeated)

19:10 TDM Talk Show (Repeated) (PT)

19:40 Soap Opera (PT)

20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (PT)
22:10 Now Generation

23:00 TDM News

23:30 Saving Mr. Banks

01:35 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
02:25 RTPi Live

SATURDAY

10:40 Comedy

11:15 Blaze Riders

12:30 Miscellaneous

13:00 TDM News (Repeat)

13:30  News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast (PT)

14:50 Sopa Opera (PT /EN subtitles)

18:30 Miscellaneous

19:50 Miscellaneous

20:30  Main News, Financial & Weather Report (PT)
21:00 Miscellaneous

21:10  Drama (PT)

22:00 Comedy

22:45 Miscellaneous

23:00 TDM News

23:30 Miscellaneous

00:15  Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
00:50 RTPiLive

SunDAY
10:00 Young Adult
11:00 Sunday Mass (Live)
12:30 Miscellaneous
13:00 TDM News (Repeat)
13:30 News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast
14:50 Zig Zag
16:10  Documentary Serie
16:45 Miscellaneous
19:20 Miscellaneous
19:35 Comedy
20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:00  Non-Daily Portuguese News
22:00 Stacey Dooley Investigates: Canada’s Lost Girls
23:00 TDM News
23:30  Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)
23:50 Europa League Magazine
00:45 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeat)
01:20 RTPiLive

Offheat

WWII PAINTING STOLEN BY NAZIS TO ROTATE
BETWEEN PARIS AND US

An 1886 painting that was stolen as part of a Nazi looting cam-
paign that stretched across Europe during World War Il has
transferred from the University of Oklahoma to Paris.

The Oklahoman (bit.ly/2pi2PPe) reports the painting, “Shep-
herdess Bringing in Sheep,” will be on display at the French
museum, Musee d’Orsay, for five years before returning to the
university in alternating three-year intervals.

The rotating display arrangement is part of a settlement agree-
ment between the university and Leone Meyer, whose father,
Raoul Meyer, owned the painting during the German occupa-
tion of Paris in WWII.

Leone Meyer sued the university to recover the painting,
which has been with the university since 2000. The settlement
reached acknowledges Meyer’s inheritance rights.

University of Oklahoma President David Boren says “a fair and
just resolution among all parties has been reached.”

SCHOCK WAVE

room 1

2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm

Director: Herman Yau

Starring: Andy Lau, Jiang Wu, Philip Keung, Ron Ng
Language: Cantonese (English and Chinese)
Duration:119min

FAST & FURIOUS 8

ROOM 2

2:30, 9:15pm

Director: F. Gary Gray

Starring: Vin Diesel, Jason Statham, Dwayne Johnson
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 136min

THE BOSS BABY
ROOM 2

5:00, 7:30pm
Director: Tom McGrath

Starring: Alec Baldwin, Steve Buscemi, Jimmy Kimmel
Language: Cantonese (English)

Duration: 97min

BRAIN ON FIRE

room 3

2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm

Director: Gerard Barrett

Starring: Chloé Moretz, Richard Armitage, Jenny Slate
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 95min

Macau Tower
27 Arr - 10 May

GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY 2

(3D) 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30pm

Director: James Gunn

Starring: Chris Pratt, Zoe Saldana, Dave Bautista
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 136min

Dennis Tito

2001 FIRST SPACE TOURIST
BLASTS OFF

A billionaire businessman from California has be-
come the first paying passenger to go to outer
space.

Dennis Tito, aged 60, set off from Kazakhstan at
1338 local time (0838 GMT) for an eight-day holi-
day aboard the International Space Station.

For Mr Tito, a former Nasa employee, it is the
fulfilment of a dream he has held for 40 years. He
paid $20m (£14m) for his trip of a lifetime, but he
has faced a number of setbacks.

First, Nasa rejected his proposal, on the grounds
that he is not a trained astronaut.

So he turned to Russia. The space authorities in
Moscow agreed to take him - but his ticket beca-
me null and void after his original destination, the
Mir Space Station, was decommissioned and fell
back to Earth earlier this year.

He was then offered a place on board a sche-
duled flight with a Soyuz supply mission to the
International Space Station.

The change of plans provoked a bitter row be-
tween the United States and Russia. After mon-
ths of wrangling, the American space agency only
agreed to allowing Mr Tito on board the Space
Station on the condition that he agree not to sue if
injured, to pay for anything he breaks, and to sleep
only in Russian sections of the station.

Even then, it looked as though the flight might
not go ahead, after last-minute computer glitches
forced the Endeavour space shuttle to delay its
return to Earth from the ISS and Nasa requested
that the Soyuz trip be put off.

Moscow refused to delay the mission, and after
a tense stand-off Nasa finally relented.

Now, though, Mr Tito can put all that behind him,
as he heads out of the Earth’s atmosphere and
towards the destination that at times has seemed
so near - yet so very far away.

Courtesy of BBC

IN CONTEXT

The quarrels between Nasa and Moscow continued throughout
Dennis Tito’s week in space. At one point, Nasa demanded
compensation from Russia for lost research time.

On his return to Earth, Mr Tito described his journey as “a
major crossing point in my life”. He split up with his girl-
friend, Dawn, shortly after his return, and found his business
had suffered in his absence.

He has spent much of his time since promoting the idea of or-
dinary people going into space, although he says he wouldn’t
go back and do it again himself.

Only two other people have paid to go into space - South Afri-
can computer millionaire Mark Shuttleworth in 2002, and US
businessman and scientist Greg Olsen in October 2005.
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OUR STARS

1 V -ﬂ & F‘ ._ﬂ
Aries 8 Taurus WANNA PLAY CATCH,POP7 £ T’ SORRY,| 2 INY FANTASY BASEBALL DRAET
_ . g SON,TVE | = 1S TODAY !
Mar. 21-Apr. 19 April 20-May 20 p GOT NO 3
You've got some explaining to do, = Ready for a conversation? A real g 3
and the person who wants to hear it ~ conversation? Good - because each : TIMEFOR | 7
isn’t feeling especially patient. The  and every person you exchange = EUN AND 4
good news is that their impatienceis ~ more than just a few words with 2 N 5
really just a mask for how eager they ~ today will expect nothing less from ¥ G l,l_\ MES 3
are to hear from you. you. H o ol
s ad g
Gemini ‘\ Cancer = y
May 21-Jun. 21 Jun. 22-Jul. 22 = :—5— =
Every now and then, it seemslikethe It might be a fantasy, but it’s a nice . '& i
universe has specially arranged for  one - and you won't be willing to let
all conditions to be perfect. Today is  go of it without a fight. Fortunately,
your day! Everyone you cross paths  the entire world is in the mood to
with will be in the mood to chat, dream big dreams today and to
mingle and socialize. reminisce, too.
Leo Virgo
MIN MAX CONDITION
Jul. 23-Aug. 22 Aug. 23-Sept. 22
A new person in your life is also  You're almost done with a particular
interested in what you have to say, project, and now it's time to 13 30
although for reasons that might not  follow through with the boring, Beijing clear
be immedigtely apparent. .They are, }mglamor.ous final details: In short, Harbin 2 17 cloudy
however, interested in interesting just get it done. There is a fierce o
ideas, and you have a lot of them! amount of karma coming your way. Tianjin 15 29 clear
Lib s . Urumgqi 9 20 cloudy/clear
n fora “l, corpio Xi’an 12 26 clear
|
Sep.23-Oct. 22 Oct. 23 - Nov. 21 Lhasa 5 18 overcast/shower
Lots of calls, emails and Don’t you dare ignore your phone Chengdu 12 23 overcast/cloudy
unexpected visits will keep you or your email today! You might not :
busy at work today, but you won’t  be in the mood to talk with anyone Chongging 14 22 overcast
mind it a bit. The more unexpected initially, but you'll be amazed at how Kunming 12 22 shower
they are, in fact, the better youll — many people will be trying to contact "
; 12 26 clear
enjoy them. you. Nanjing
] . ] Shanghai 14 26 clear
} Sagittarius Capricorn Medi Wuhan 10 26 cloudy/clear
Nov. 22-Dec. 21 Dec. 22-Jan. 19 edium EmeEer 1 26 EleleEa)
You've never been described as  There’s no disputing it. You just Taipei 17 22 drizzle/clear
quiet or shy, and you believe in  haven’t been yourself lately and it's Guangzhou 17 25 cloudy
taking chances. So when a certain ~ been going on for some time. Oddly
someone wanders by today, don’t  enough, you're not worried about it. Hong Kong 19 23 cloudy
let them keep wandering. Ask  You really couldn't care less about it,
them a question. in fact.
A Aquarius ) ( Pisces
Jan. 20-Feb. 18 Feb.19-Mar. 20 Moscow 7 9 moderate rain
Bills just aren’t fun - especially for ~ This is definitely the right time Frankfurt -1 12 sleet/drizzle
a sign as rebellious as yours, who  to schedule that ‘state of the Pari 10 drizzl
believes that the simple things, relationship’ meeting you’ve been ans 3 nzzie
s_uch as air, water anq a place to putt@ng off, and. putting qff a}nd London 5 11 drizzle
live, should be free. Still, they’re a  putting off. Stop it. Procrastination N York 15 18 drizzle/moderate rai
ew Yor! rizzle/moderate rain

necessary evil.

only leads to guilt.

SEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

1- French friends; 5- Confess; 10- Land map; 14- “Chicken of the sea”;
15- Right-hand page; 16- Fabled fliers; 17- ___ Hashanah; 18- Let me repeat...;
19- James of jazz; 20- Alexipharmic; 22- Blender brand; 23- Future tulip; 24- ___
kleine Nachtmusik; 26- Person, slangily; 29- Noble gas; 31- Pertaining to the
teeth; 35- Not tied down; 37- Unattractive; 39- Accent; 40- Man, in Milan; 41-
Slowpoke; 42- Low-cal; 43- Util. bill; 44- Blue-pencil; 45- President before Polk;
46- One who enjoys inflicting pain; 48- Vintner’s prefix; 50- Begley and Wynn; 51-
Canadian gas brand; 53- Coarse file, angry tone of voice; 55- Marriott competitor;
58- Credible; 63- Prefix with dextrous; 64- Closes; 65- Good earth; 66- Irritate;
67- Old-womanish; 68- Sunrise direction; 69- Angers; 70- Country singer Tucker;
71- Canonized Fr. women;

999 28939939/ 2828 3283
Fire department 28 572 222 Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
(Open ling) 993 - Report 1000
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity - Report 28 339 922
28573333 28716 081
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
28371333

Commission Against - -

1- Gillette razor; 2- Unstable particle; 3- Technical sch.; 4- Indian term
of respect; 5- New World songbird;
6- Headed west; 7- Final Four org.;
8- Practical; 9- Pea’s place; 10- Soon;
11- Trent of the Senate; 12- Entr___;
13- Boris Godunov, for one; 21- Sand
hill; 22- Undivided; 25- Pastoral poem;
26- Depressed spirits; 27- Alley Oop’s
girlfriend; 28- Like some stadiums;

Yesterday’s solution

Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com

E|» M N
A FIETES

i W F =

30- Marsh of mystery; 32- Sheer fabric; HIE|K -
33- Chipped in; 34- Sly looks; 36- alelo Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
Organizations; 38- In the strict sense; _LIENCRIERE:
41- Hardens; 45- Throw; 47- Fast flier; juiriviofs 28 387 333
49- Sickness at the stomach; 52- ___ L AL "E .
can of worms; 54- Heaps; 55- Mata ___; “-:-: AT : : AT Tourism 28 333 000
56- Primordial giant in Norse myth; 57- A IE-;.‘;.;-"IA-".R-*.“
Skilled; 59- Reclined; 60- Fishing vessel, |5 . I+ o v = Mo & » o'« 59 888 88
AD
Wan Yu Villa, D Unit Cattleya Court, Ocean Gardens The Manhattan Kam Lai Kuok
Macau Taipa Taipa Macau
FO R SALE 1,800 sq ft / HKD 6,388sq ft 1,503 sq ft / HKD 7,451 sq ft 2,305 sq ft/ HKD 7,900 sq ft. 1,380 sq ft / HKD 7,956 sq ft
HKD 11.5M HKD 11.2M HKD 18.2095M HKD 10.98M
N MLETDpAtEy-c o Great Location Ocean Gardens complex 5-Star Residence Fabulous Location
Ref: 17035513 Ref: 16095497 Ref: 17035515 Ref: 17035512
Kingsville, Taipa (I Unit) Villa de Mer - Tower 1 Edf. Nam Long - J Unit Jardim Lameiras
FOR RENT Taipa Macau Taipa Taipa
3 Bedroom Apartment 2 Bedrooms Apartment 2 Bedroom Apartment 2 Bedroom Apartment
More info, please contact us Parking Upon Request Modern Furnishing Rare & Unique Decorated Throughout
Info@JMLproperty.Com HKD 16,800 / 1,200 sq ft HKD 12,000/ 935 sq ft HKD 12,800 / 750 sq ft HKD 13,800 / 720 sq ft
: 3 Ref: 17010631 Ref: 17040645 Ref: 17010634 Ref: 17030643

(823) 2 Offic:
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Victoria’s Secret returns
grander than ever

e0@ Victoria’s Secret opened its first full assortment sto-
re at The Venetian yesterday, hosting mini tours at its
shop during a private event before opening to the pu-

blic at 6:30 p.m.

All items worn by Victoria’s Secret Angels have been

made available at the shop, including lingerie, sportswear,

swimwear, leathered goods and bath and body care products

such as body mists and lotions.

Its bestseller items under the lines “Very Sexy,” “Body by Vic-

toria,” “Dream Angels” and “Sexy Little Things” can also be

found at the retail store’s altered sections.

The brand’s bestselling scent “Bombshell: Our #1 Fragrance”

is also available as a perfume, mist and lotion.

The newly opened store is divided into several sections,

featuring a large screen that plays Victoria’s Secret runway

fashion shows on loop.

The store also features the brand’s “Pink” apparel line, which

caters to teenagers.

Located at St Mark’s Square at The Venetian Macao, five sets

of decorated angels’ wings that were presented at Victoria’s

Secret will be featured at the square until May 31 to celebrate

the grand opening. LV
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Tales Azzoni, Madrid

ILE Lionel Messi hel-

ped Barcelona to trounce

Osasuna 7-1, Cristiano Ronal-

do was rested by title rival Real

Madrid in its 6-2 rout of Depor-

tivo La Coruna in the Spanish
league yesterday.

Barcelona and Madrid remain
level on 78 points at the top of
the standings after their com-
fortable victories, keeping the
title race wide open.

Barcelona is ahead on the hea-
d-to-head tiebreaker, but the
two-time defending champion
only has four games left, while
Madrid — seeking its first lea-
gue title since 2012 — has five
to play.

Madrid coach Zinedine Zida-
ne rested Ronaldo and several
other regular starters in La Co-
runa, with a great performance
by Francisco “Isco” Alarcon and
two goals by James Rodriguez
helping the team to victory.

At the Camp Nou, Messi
followed up his remarkable per-
formance in the “clasico” against
Madrid with another two goals.
Andre Gomes and Paco Alcacer
also scored twice for Barcelona,
and Javier Mascherano netted
his first goal with the Catalan
club to complete the rout.

Messi’s second goal at the
Santiago Bernabeu Stadium on
Sunday was a last-minute win-
ner that gave him 500 career
goals with Barcelona, and he
was honored for the milestone
before the Osasuna game, with

FOOTBALL

AP PHOTO

TOP FOOTBALL

Messi leads Barcelona to 7-1
victory; Real Madrid wins 6-2

a huge banner displayed on the
stands with the words “Thank
you Leo.”

“With Messi, everything is ea-
sier,” Barcelona coach Luis En-
rique said.

Messi opened the scoring with
a lob over the goalkeeper after
breaking free from his markers

and surging into the area with
only goalkeeper Salvatore Siri-
gu to beat. He neatly headed the
ball down before unleashing his
12th-minute strike.

Messi, who has scored 16 goals
in his last 11 league games, net-
ted his second with a well-pla-
ced left-foot shot from just ou-

tside the area in the 61st, two
minutes before being substitu-
ted to a standing ovation by the
crowd at the Camp Nou.

It was the 11th time this season
that Messi had scored two goals
in a league game.

“We all know about Messi’s
quality, about what he can add

GOLF

to the team,” Alcacer said. “It’s a
great joy to be able to play alon-
gside him. He is a unique player
and few have the honor to say
that they played with him.”

Messi has scored twice in the
last five games in which he has
found the net. He is the league’s
leading scorer with 33 goals,
nine more than teammate Luis
Suarez and 14 more than Ma-
drid’s Cristiano Ronaldo.

Gomes scored in the 30th and
57th minutes, and Alcacer net-
ted in the 64th and 86th. Defen-
der Mascherano, who had yet to
score after 318 matches with
Barcelona, was allowed to end
his drought by taking a 67th-
minute penalty kick.

Suarez was rested by coach
Luis Enrique in yesterday’s
game. Neymar couldn’t play be-
cause of a suspension.

Osasuna, which was mathe-
matically relegated with the
loss, played in orange-colored
shirts made specifically for the
match, as its other shirts were
too similar to Barcelona’s outfit.

Roberto Torres scored the
team’s lone goal from a 48th-
minute free kick. AP

Cardiff hotels already full
for Champions League final

UPPORTERS wanting

o stay in the city hosting

this season’s Champions

League final are in for a sho-
ck.

Hotels in Cardiff are ex-
pected to be completely full
for the night of June 3, even
though the semifinals ha-
ven't even been played yet.
The only likely space availa-
ble for fans in the Welsh ca-
pital is tents, some of which
can cost up to USD2,300 for
the Saturday night.

UEFA, the governing body
of European soccer, requi-
res host cities to reserve
hotel rooms far in advance
of games to ensure players,
officials and sponsors have
accommodation - putting
the squeeze on visiting fans
when finals are played in
smaller cities. With about
350,000 inhabitants, Cardi-
ff is the first location with a
population below 1 million to
host the Champions League
final since Gelsenkirchen,
Germany, 13 years ago.

AP PHOTO

“Cardiff is a compact city
and hotels are expected to
be at capacity,” the Cardiff
local authority told The As-
sociated Press. “The council
... agreed a contract with
hoteliers to block book a
proportion of the hotel sto-
ck in Cardiff, so we were
able to host this prestigious
event.”

The pressure on hotel spa-
ce would have been eased
had an English team rea-
ched the final, but the last
four are all from continental
Europe. In the semifinals
over the next two weeks,
Real Madrid and Atletico

meet in a Madrid derby,
while Monaco takes on Ju-
ventus.

All hotel chains in central
Cardiff, including Hilton
and InterContinental pro-
perties, have been listed as
full online for a year.

“The hotel trade is market
driven and the council
doesn’t have any authori-
ty over them,” the Cardiff
Council said in an email.
“Hoteliers that wanted to
accept the terms that were
being offered did and if they
chose not to, that was based
on their own commercial
assumptions.”

The only option now for
supporters hoping to stay
near to the Millennium Sta-
dium is camping , with the
cheapest tents costing 195
pounds ($250) for one ni-
ght and the most expensive
1,800 pounds ($2,300).

“Whilst Cardiff's accom-
modation capacity is lower
than previous UCL final
host cities, the Cardiff 2017
LOC (local organizing com-
mittee) have taken pro-acti-
ve steps to ensure that it will
deliver a memorable event
for all attendees,” UEFA
said.

UEFA said there would
be additional trains and
buses to transport 15,000
fans back to London. That
is a three-hour journey,
without traffic, by road, or
two hours by rail. Transport
links have also been enhan-
ced late into the night for
the one-hour trip to Bristol,
where the only available ho-
tel rooms for June 3 start
at $350, according to hotel
comparison websites.

Many visitors for the final
will only make a fleeting
visit to the host city, with
plans to fly about 25,000
people in and out on the
day by charter aircraft from
Cardiff, Bristol and Birmin-
gham, UEFA said.

Levy shoots 63 to
take 1-stroke lead
at China Open

LEXANDER

Levy shot a
9-under 63 yester-
day to take a one-s-
troke lead after the
first round of the
China Open.

The Frenchman,
who won the China
Open in 2014, car-
ded nine birdies in
a bogey-free round
at the Topwin Golf
and Country Club
to finish one stroke
ahead of Pablo Lar-
razabal.

Levy is looking to
become the first gol-
fer to win the Volvo
China Open twice
and take his tally of
European Tour wins
to four.

“I played great,” he
said. “I hit 18 greens
today and had some
good putts for bir-
die, two or three
long putts that hel-
ped.”

Peter Hanson and
James Morrison
(both 67) were tied
at 5 under with Ra-
phael Jacquelin,
Dean Burmester and
George Coetzee.

Jorge Campillo and
Yi Cao were among
a group of golfers a
further shot back.

Bernd Wiesber-
ger, who won last
week’s Shenzhen In-
ternational, was six
strokes off the pace
after a 69, tied at 3
under with defen-
ding champion Li
Haotong.

Anthony Wall —
making his 500th
European Tour start
this week — shot a
1-under 71, while
Ryan Dillon (77) re-
corded the 14th ho-
le-in-one of the sea-
son as he holed a 7
iron from 180 yards
on the 13th. AP



T

4 MacauDalily mrsarss o

INMEeS

e

Kapok

Eric Sautedé

THE PITFALLS OF POPULISM

It does not happen very often but Mr Fong Chi
Keong has a point when he warns the government
of the dangers of “populism” in Macao, adding, in
plenary session of the Legislative Assembly, that
the issue of how the government deals with public
opinion and democracy has to be resolved properly.

Topping his concerns is the situation in Europe
and what he calls “the paradox of democracy”.
From his own reckoning, this so-called paradox
was coined by analysts, an admission that in it-
self is worth stressing as Mr Fong has repeatedly
characterised experts and scholars as “useless”.
For him the contradiction lies in the overpowering
capacity of the people to influence policy-making
whereas very few citizens actually master the com-
plexity and the ins and outs of institutional politics
and economic development, and simply speaking,
lack the ability to form an informed opinion. The
consequence being on the one hand that people’s
participation is seen as both “excessive” and “blind”
(his words), and on the other that citizens can easily
be manipulated.

Mr Fong then highlights the two main aptitudes
that a government must display if populism is to
be warded off. The first is for a government to face
its responsibilities. Failing to do so, in his mind, will
put the people at a loss, fuel social hostility and
ultimately help populism blossom.

Mr Fong’s main target appears to be the exces-
sive recourse to “public consultations”, in which he
sees a distortion of the political system, an indica-
tion of the weakness of the government’s capacity
to change things and a clear lack of self-confidence.
And then, if the government does eventually uphold
its responsibilities, it needs to act as a mediator — a
second necessary skill — in order to mitigate the
adverse effects of ongoing developments. Here,
the main example given by legislator Fong is the
conciliation role the government needs to play in
labour disputes, at a time when labour movements
have grown in autonomy and thus more deman-
ding.

This is all very well, and being French and having
just participated in the first round of France’s presi-
dential election that many have dubbed a “triumph
of populism”, | can concur: when “populism” wins,
public policies rooted in reason and social stability
are put at risk. But then this is one of the charac-
teristics of democracy: sovereignty resides in the
people, and even though it might look messy, it also
means that people can rebel without resorting to
revolution by using the legal channels of election,
even if it means breaking away from the European
Union or putting in the White House a whimsical
twitting-maniac as a the most powerful leader of the
planet. Is it challenging? Hell yeah! Are democratic
institutions crumbling? Well, Brexit is being engi-
neered by Theresa May along the idea of a “deep
and special relationship” with the European Union
and Mr Trump has experienced a few setbacks re-
garding the scrapping of the Obamacare, enforcing
illegal travel bans or even letting go the North Ame-
rican Free Trade Agreement.

What does Mr Fong actually mean by populism in
a place where the Chief Executive runs unopposed
and only 41% of the legislators are returned via uni-
versal (competitive) suffrage? What does he mean
by the government not “assuming responsibility”?
By his own token, given that Mr Fong was one of
the most vocal opponents of the domestic violence
law (ultimately passed) and the staunchest suppor-
ter of the 2014 perks’ bill for senior officials (ultima-
tely withdrawn following the most important street
demonstrations since 1989), what would “taking his
responsibility” mean? My guess is a bit of courage
and for him to resign.

The root cause of populism is not democracy: it is
the perpetuation of illegitimate and plutocratic com-
munity leaders who have proven time again their in-
capacity to make the right choices for the common
good. In a democracy or even in a result-driven
autocracy benefiting the majority, the paradox can
somehow be resolved more or less peacefully...

THE

Competition is heating up among European
Union countries hoping to reap some of the
benefits of Britain’s exit from the EU, with
Spain joining the list of nations bidding to
host the bloc’s medicines oversight body.

Health Minister Dolors Montserrat told a
meeting of business representatives and jour-
nalists that Spain believes the Mediterranean
port city of Barcelona is the ideal place to

house the headquarters of the European Me-
dicines Agency when it relocates from Lon-
don.

The Netherlands and Portugal are also
among several countries presenting bids for
the lucrative oversight body.

The agency, employing about 900 people, is
one of the biggest EU institutions with an an-
nual budget of more than 300 million euros.

JFK diary written in

post-WWII Europe
sells for USD718,000

Crystal Hill, Boston

Ajary kept by a young
ohn F. Kennedy during
his brief stint as a journalist
after World War II in which
he reflected on Hitler and
the weakness of the United
Nations sold for more than
USD700,000 yesterday, ac-
cording to the auction house.

Boston-based RR Auc-
tion said the diary sold for
$718,750, far exceeding
the pre-sale estimate of
$200,000. Joseph Alsop, a
JFK collector from Beverly,
outbid one other live and six
telephone bidders in a pa-
cked house for the 61-page
diary. Alsop, 71, plans to add
it to his personal collection,
auction officials said.

The diary, mostly typed
but includes 12 handwritten
pages, was written in 1945
when the 28-year-old Ken-
nedy was a correspondent
for Hearst newspapers and
traveled through a devasta-
ted Europe.

Executive Vice President
Bobby Livingston said the
auction was thrilling, with bi-
dders from around the coun-
try vying for the personal ob-
servations of the man who'd
become president.

“My expectations were ex-
ceeded, but I'm not surprised
because it’s such a significant
and historic manuscript,” Li-
vingston said.
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Kennedy gave the diary to
Deirdre Henderson, a resear-
ch assistant in his campaign
office in the late 1950s who
now lives in the Boston area.

In the diary, Kennedy re-
flected on his time in a gutted
Berlin and even saw Hitler’s
bunker, speculating that he
was not killed. He wrote that
Hitler “had in him the stuff
of which legends are made.”
But Henderson said in an
interview last month that
should not be misinterpreted
as sympathy for the German
dictator.

“He said that in reference to
the mystery surrounding him
and not the evil he represen-
ted,” Henderson said.

Kennedy expressed doubt
about the effectiveness of
the fledgling United Nations,

questioning whether it “will
prove effective in the sense
of its elaborate mechanics
being frequently employed
or vitally decisive in deterring
war or peace.”

Henderson said she put the
diary up for sale so it can be
properly preserved, and she’s
confident the winning bid-
der will respect her wish. She
said she wanted the sale to
coincide with the 100th anni-
versary of Kennedy’s birth
this year.

“'m more than pleased
with the outcome,” Hender-
son said. “I think it was the
right price at the right time.”

Kennedy, the 35th U.S. pre-
sident, served from January
1961 until he was assassi-
nated in Dallas on Nov. 22,

1963.
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WORLD BRIEFES
THAILAND Suspected

Muslim insurgents killed
four paramilitary army
rangers yesterday in

an ambush in southern
Thailand. Police said a
pickup truck carrying six
rangers in Narathiwat
province was blown off
the road by an improvised
explosive device and then
insurgents opened fire,
killing the four soldiers and
wounding two others.

- -

INDIA has ordered internet
service providers in
Indian-controlled Kashmir
to immediately block
Facebook, Twitter and 20
other social media sites
and online applications
for one month, after
several videos and photos
depicting alleged abuses
of Kashmiris by Indian
security forces sparked
outrage and fueled
protests. Meanwhile,

3 Indian soldiers, 2
suspected rebels killed in
the trouble state.

UK A man with knives

has been arrested near
Parliament on suspicion

of terrorism. London’s
Metropolitan Police said
the man in his late 20s was
arrested yesterday “as part
of an ongoing operation.”
Knives have been
recovered. Police said

the man is being detained
under the Terrorism Act.
They say there is “no
immediate known threat”
to the public.

Vladimir Putin hosts
Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe to discuss a
dispute over four islands
that has kept the two
countries from signing a
peace treaty ending World
War Il. It was the leaders’
third meeting in the past
seven months after Putin
made a state visit to Japan
in December and Abe met
Putin in Russia’s Far East
in September.



