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Call it yoga à la Vegas, and 
picture dolphins, helicopters, 
red rocks and ritzy high-rises; 
call it diversification... X3

WELCOME 
TO NEW 
VEGAS

Books: It's Always the Husband by Michele Campbell
Movies: Wakefield

Music: Gumbo by PJ Morton
Wine: Sparkling World
Digital Life: Pantsuit Nation
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DRIVE IN Mark Kennedy, AP Entertainment Writer

Bryan Cranston shines in moody, 
esCapist ‘Wakefield’
Have you ever fantasized 

about one day walking 
away from your well-orde-
red life? Just ditching work 
and the humdrum routine of 
life? You have? Then, befo-
re you go, you need to see 
the curiously brilliant film 
“Wakefield.”
Bryan Cranston stars as 
Howard Wakefield, a succes-
sful, upper class suburbanite 
with a wife and kids who, on 
an otherwise ordinary day, 
doesn’t come home from 
work. He effectively drops 
out of life.
No, “Wakefield” isn’t a story 

about running away. Our 
hero actually chooses to stay 
very close to his family — he 
hides in his home’s unhea-
ted garage attic and scroun-
ges for food in Dumpsters. 
He spends the next several 
months quietly spying on the 
life he has removed himself 
from.
“I ask you: What is so sa-
crosanct about a marriage 
and a family that you shou-
ld have to live in it day after 
day, however unrealized that 
life may be?” he asks. “Who 
hasn’t had the impulse to 
just put that life on hold for 

his wife, his train has me-
chanical trouble one night 
and he comes home very 
late to find a raccoon snif-
fing around. He chases the 
beast into the garage attic 
and decides to stay the ni-
ght, unwilling to reawaken 
the spat with his wife. Soon 
enough, he has become a 
raccoon himself — sneaking 
around in the dark for food.
Cranston narrates what he 
assumes people are saying 
in his absence, imagines the 
way various encounters cou-
ld go, flashes back to key do-
mestic moments and even en-
joys watching his loved ones 
struggle with tasks he used to 
complete. He befriends two 
other outcasts — two chil-
dren with mental challenges. 

a moment?”
“Wakefield” is directed by 
Robin Swicord from her 
adaptation of E.L. Docto-
row’s short story. Her film is 
a moody meditation on mo-
dern living and surveillance, 
true to the original 10,000-
word tale but also beautifully 
cinematic.
It taps into a deep vein of 
American angst at social 
conformity, explored befo-
re by everyone from Henry 
David Thoreau to “American 
Beauty.” It arrives at a time 
when there’s a surge in inte-
rest in a more natural life far 
from the crowds — so-called 
“cabin porn.” But the subur-
ban cabin Wakefield finds 
himself leads to a brutal, un-
romantic life.
Forever peering down into 
the main house’s windows, 
Wakefield must endure free-
zing New York winters and 
its blistering summer days. 
His hair and beard become 
unkempt. He grows self-re-
liant — embracing the an-
ti-consumerism of “Fight 
Club” or “Into the Wild” — 
and becomes, basically, a 
hermit.
“I no longer seem to require 
those things that only days 
ago were so indispensable,” 
he says. “Unshackled, I’ll 
become the Howard Wake-
field I was meant to be.”
Cranston is simply remarka-

ble in the role, a tricky one 
since his character has pre-
cious little dialogue with 
anyone else. Yet the actor 
shows everything here — ar-
rogance, sorrow, anger, love, 
fear. It may bring to mind 
another superb performance 
from a man who found him-
self in exile — Tom Hanks in 
“Cast Away.”
Wakefield’s wife is played 
with delicate sadness by a 
terrific Jennifer Garner, who 
somehow is able to convey 
ranges of emotion mutely 
from behind a glass window. 
Aaron Zigman’s score has 
colors that are both playful 
and haunting.
How Wakefield begins this 
new life is frighteningly ac-
cidental. After a fight with 

He comes to understand that 
he was not the nicest of men 
in his previous life.
“I never left my family. I 
left myself,” he says.
The irony for Wakefield is 
that the longer he postpones 
his re-entry, the better he 
feels but the worse his ine-
vitable return will become. 
The ending of the film — 
like the short story — may 
not answer all your ques-
tions, but that’s not a reason 
to run away, is it?

“Wakefield,” a Mockingbird 
Pictures production, is ra-

ted R by the Motion Picture 
Association of America “for 

some sexual material and 
language.” Running time: 109 

minutes. 

Jennifer Garner (left) and Bryan Cranston in a scene from "Wakefield"
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Jennifer Garner plays Wakefield's wife
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BOOK IT

‘it’s alWays the husBand’ 
is riveting novel

Relationships — whether marriage or friend-
ship — have the power to enrich lives or des-

troy them. Some relationships do both as Michele 
Campbell shows in her riveting novel “It’s Always 
the Husband.”
Campbell, a former federal prosecutor who has 
written several novels under different names, ex-
pertly explores the line between love and hate and 
the effect of toxic relationships. While the mystery 
elements blanket the story, “It’s Always the Hus-
band” spins on the friendship of three very diffe-
rent women and the calm and chaos surrounding 
them.
Scholarship student Aubrey Miller, ambitious lo-
cal girl Jenny Vega and wealthy New Yorker Kate 
Eastman meet on their first day at New Hampshi-
re’s Carlisle College. The three are suite-mates 
and are soon known as the Whipple Triplets after 
the dorm where they live. But the nickname isn’t 
always a term of endearment. The emotionally 
fragile Aubrey struggles with her background, her 
grades and her inability to fit in. She hero-wor-
ships Kate, a spoiled rich girl with drug and anger 
issues. Only Jenny seems to rise above, though she 
is constantly being drawn into her roommates’ dra-
ma. At the end of their first year, a tragedy occurs 
that binds them together and divides them. “It’s 
Always the Husband” alternates between the wo-
men’s college days and 22 years later, when each 
has a drastically different economic situation and 
place in society.
The novel opens with the murder of one of the 
women 22 years after their college days. Cam-
pbell keeps the murdered women’s identity secret 

for nearly half the story — a device that works 
well to amp the tension. Although readers will 
probably guess which of the friends met an 
untimely end, the unveiling is still a surprise, 
amplified by the shocking motive.
Campbell keeps the tension high as she expo-
ses her very flawed characters, each of whom is 
realistically explored. As most of the characters 
must realize, sometimes the only way to save 
yourself is to sever a toxic relationship, no ma-
tter how painful.

Oline H. Cogdill, AP

maroon 5’s pJ morton 
thrives on neW solo alBum

tTUNES

PJ Morton may be the keyboar-
dist for pop-rock band Ma-

roon 5, but he returns to his New 
Orleans musical roots on his new 
solo album.
Morton, who joined Adam Levi-
ne and friends in 2012, meshes an 
easy-flowing sound of contempo-
rary soul with gospel elements on 
“Gumbo.” It’s a musical approach 
that works for Morton, whose fa-
ther is Bishop Paul Morton, a Ste-
llar Award winner and Grammy-
nominated gospel artist.
Morton’s fourth offering is a 
short listen, lasting less than 30 
minutes. But in nine tracks, he 
takes advantage of every last se-
cond, speaking on various topics, 
from love to religion.
On “Claustrophobic,” Morton 
sings and raps about being mu-
sically stifled after someone su-
ggested they wanted to tinker 
with his sound because he wasn’t 

“mainstream enough.” With horns blaring, he answers with the follow-up track “Sticking to My Guns.”
Morton questions some people’s religious stance on “Religion,” singing: “But you blame God when 
it’s all your fault/Where’s the love that your God spoke of?” He also sings about recapturing the 
first love-struck moment of initially meeting a potential mate on “First Began,” the first track on the 
album.
The rest of the tracks are just as enjoyable as Morton continues to raise his musical talents to another 
level. 

Jonathan Landrum Jr., AP
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“It’s Always the Husband” (St. Martin’s 
Press) by Michele Campbell

PJ Morton, “Gumbo” (Morton Records)
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NEWS OF THE WORLD

Surrounded by imposing 
Las Vegas hotel-casinos in 
the foreground and desert 

mountains in the background, 
the group breathed deeply and 
loudly as an instructor gui-
ded them through their poses: 
upward dog, downward dog, 
lord of the dance.
The participants, though, we-
ren’t the only ones shifting po-
sitions in this mirrorless space 
with Instagram-enviable views.
The three women and a man 
were inside a cabin of the wor-
ld’s tallest Ferris wheel, stret-
ching and holding poses as the 
marquees of The Mirage, Linq, 
Harrah’s and Caesars Palace 
appeared and faded from sight.
This gambling oasis isn’t known 
for mind-steadying experien-
ces. But as the city broadens the 
range of interests and wallets it 
appeals to, companies have care-
fully selected an array of unique, 
picture-perfect sites where visi-
tors and locals can say “Namas-
te.” Call it yoga a la Vegas, and 
picture dolphins, helicopters, 
red rocks and ritzy high-rises.
“High plank, low plank, up dog, 
down dog,” Raffi Yozgadlian said 

Regina Garcia Cano, AP, Las Vegas 

The Vegas Namaste: Yoga on a 
Ferris wheel, near dolphins

as he guided the group at the 
High Roller observation wheel 
through a series of yogi calis-
thenics at about 550 feet above 
ground.
The instructions stopped three-
quarters into the class, and out 
came the cellphones. It was time 
for a few photos of handstands 
and other poses with the Bella-
gio, Cosmopolitan and an Eiffel 
Tower replica in the background.
“I was like, whoa. You have the 
Strip and you can take that in, 
or you have the mountains and 
you can take that in,” said Car-
ly Benson, a Las Vegas resident 
whose tripod headstand photo is 
now on Instagram. “I was a little 
concerned about how my balan-
ce was going to be, and surpri-
singly, being able to zone in the 
landscape, I had better balance 
there than I sometimes do on the 
ground.”

Visitors and locals in need of 
their downward dog also 

can take classes surrounded by 
an outdoor installation of neon 
signs in the summer; by request, 
poolside at the MGM Grand; or 
on the grassy fields of a recrea-

tion area just outside the city in 
the shade of Red Rock Canyon 
National Conservation Area.
For those who prefer the in-
doors, the studio with f loor-to-
ceiling glass windows on the 
eighth f loor of the opulent Man-
darin Oriental hotel offers views 
of the Las Vegas Strip.
The unorthodox settings fit with 
a nationwide trend of yoga ins-
truction moving out of the stu-
dio and into parks, breweries, 
museums and other locations. 
Some classes incorporate goats 
and butterf lies.
Caesars Entertainment, whi-
ch owns the High Roller, thou-
ght the Ferris wheel would be a 
good place for a fitness class and 
decided yoga was the perfect fit. 
Each cabin fits up to 40 people 
standing and in benches.
“It’s a one-hour class, so it’s a ful-
filling practice, and whether you 
are a yoga enthusiast or first-ti-
mer or someone who just wants 
to have that amazing Instagram 
yoga moment here in Vegas, it 
presents a unique experience,” 
said Lindsay Sanna, Caesars’ se-
nior director of marketing. The 
class is $75 per person.
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At the Mirage, yogis of all skill 
levels can sign up for an hou-
rlong class in the underwater 
viewing area of the dolphin 
tanks at Siegfried and Roy’s Se-
cret Garden and Dolphin Habi-
tat. On a recent Friday morning, 
a group began the experience 
by taking a few breaths while 
sitting on their mats facing bo-
ttlenose dolphins through glass 
windows.
“Of course, you can pop your 
eyes open if you want to see the 
dolphins,” Janet Ziter told the 
class, which included devoted 
and beginner yoga practitioners. 
Dolphins swam next to three 
windows while soothing music 
played.
This class, too, incorporated a 
mini-photo shoot. And so a guest 
held the crow pose — hands plan-
ted on the f loor, shins resting on 
the back of his upper arms and 
feet lifted up — for a few seconds 
until a dolphin swam behind him 
and a friend snapped a photo.

Instructors with the yoga-fo-
cused company Silent Sava-

sana teach the classes at the 
High Roller and also lead what’s 

perhaps Las Vegas’ most luxu-
rious of yoga experiences: a he-
licopter ride from the airport to 
a nearby state park and a class 
atop bright red Aztec sandstone 
outcrops.
The class in a remote area of the 
63-square-mile (163-square- 
kilometer) Valley of Fire Sta-
te Park allows participants to 
take in a breathtaking view of 
bright blue skies and sandsto-
nes while f lowing from pose to 
pose.
The exact location of the 75-mi-
nute, six-person class depends 
on the day’s wind conditions. 
The experience concludes with 
a f light over the Las Vegas Strip.
Some may be priced out of the 
USD3,499 experience, which in-
cludes champagne. But Maverick 
Helicopters, which for years has 
offered trips to other destina-
tions in the U.S. Southwest, says 
at least six groups have partici-
pated this year.
Shandelle Troy practices yoga 
regularly and recently cele-
brated her birthday by taking 
the class. Outfitted with typi-
cal black yoga pants and a teal 
tank top, she assumed a spot 
close to the helicopter and a 
few meters from the instruc-
tor.
“Yoga is so spiritual, so being out 
there in nature makes it so much 
better,” the resident of Hender-
son, Nevada, said between sips 
of bubbly.
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WORLD OF BACCHUS David Rouault 

Sparkling wine has this charm that it can 
please as much new drinkers as wine 
connoisseurs. It’s probably the most 
cheerful of the wines and some could 
almost see it as therapy.
One can’t talk about sparkling wines 
without mentioning the king of sparkling: 
Champagne. Plus this month, celebrating 
the silver jubilee of Le French May, the 
chosen region of the GourMay (www.
frenchgourmay.com) is this illustrious 
region.
A quite common mistake that makes the 
Champenois winkled (to say the least) 
is people presenting any sparkling as 
“Champagne”. Another thing we still 
hear from time to time, especially in this 
part of the world, is any type of brandy 
being designated as “Cognac”. That 
would be the same as calling any red 
wine “Bordeaux”. While Champagne is 
a region, Cognac a city and Bordeaux a 
region and a city, all situated in France, 
obviously the product has to come from 
these delimitated places to be labelled 
as such.
There are numerous techniques to make 
sparkling but here are three of the most 
common. The most praised is the Cham-
pagne method - designated as “Tradi-
tional Method” around the world, as the 
Champagne region is rather pugnacious 
to protect its name - and is considered the 
best technique to make quality sparkling. 
This technique is quite complex, long 

and labour-intensive, hence more costly. 
One part of the process of the traditional 
method that gives the chamagne its dis-
tinctive taste is the second fermentation 
happening in the bottle by adding yeast 
and sugar. After the yeast “eats” the sugar 
and transformes it into alcohol and CO2 
it dies and creates a deposit called “lees”. 
The wine then stays “on lees” (“sur lie”) 
for few months (e.g. minimum 12 for 
Champagne) to several years which will 
give the wine more refined bubbles, more 
complexity and this “yeasty”, “buttery”, 
“toasty” and with ageing “nutty” aromas. 
The most prominent appellations using 
the “traditional method” beside Cham-
pagne are Crémants of Alsace, Bourgog-
ne and Loire in France, Cava in Spain, 
Franciacorta in Italy and some sparkling 
(Sekt) in Germany. 
A second technique quite commonly used 
is the Charmat method where the second 
fermentation is done in a closed tank. The 
taste can be quite similar to the traditional 
method but with less complexity and the 
bubbles won’t be as refined. This techni-
que is very common in the production of 
the Italian Asti and Prosecco Spumanti.
The last and very least technique is 
simply to carbonate a still wine like any 
soda. This is of low quality with untactful 
and quickly disappearing bubbles and if 
I mention it, it is just so you know that 
you had better run in the other direction if 
anyone proposes you a glass.

David Rouault is a professional classical musician, part time wine consultant and full time wine lover, holding 
WSET Level 3, Certified Specialist of Wine and Introductory Sommelier diplomas. www.dionysos.com.mo

Sparkling World

Cantonese

grand imperial Court
5pm – 12midnight
T: 8802 2539
Level 2, MGM MACAU

imperial Court 
Monday - Friday
11am - 3pm / 6pm - 11pm
Saturday, Sunday & Public Holidays
10am - 3pm / 3pm - 11pm 
T: 8802 2361
VIP Hotel Lobby, MGM MACAU

BeiJing kitChen
Level 1, Grand Hyatt Macau
Opening Hours
11:30am – 24:00

kam lai heen
Grand Lapa, Macau
956-1110 Avenida da  Amizade, 2/F
T: 8793 3821
11:00 - 15:00 / 18:00 – 22:00
(Close on Tuesday)

shanghai min
Level 1, The Shops at The Boulevard
Opening Hours
11:00 – 15:00; 18:00 - 22:30

 
shanghai
Catalpa garden
Mon - Sunday
11:00 - 15:00 / 17:30 - 23:00
Hotel Royal, 2-4
Estrada da Vitoria
T: 28552222

RESTAURANTS frenCh

aux Beaux arts
Monday – Friday
6pm – 12midnight
Saturday – Sunday
11am – 12midnight
T: 8802 2319
Grande Praça, MGM MACAU

gloBal
hard roCk Cafe
Level 2, Hard Rock Hotel
Opening Hours
Monday to Sunday : 11:00 - 02:00
Sunday : 10:00 - 02:00

Café Bela vista
Grand Lapa, Macau
956-1110 Avenida da Amizade, 2/F
T: 87933871
Mon -Thurs
06:30 – 15:00 / 6:00 – 22:00
Fri – Sunday
06:30 – 22:00

mezza9 maCau
Level 3, Grand Hyatt Macau
Opening Hours
Dinner: 5:30 – 11:00

vida riCa (restaurant)
2/F, Avenida Dr Sun Yat Sen, NAPE
T:  8805 8918
Mon - Sunday
6:30 – 14:30 / 18:00 – 23:00

morton’s of ChiCago 
The Venetian(r) Macao-Resort-Hotel 
Taipa, Macau 
T:853 8117 5000 
mortons.com
• Bar 
Open daily at 3pm 
• Dining Room 
Monday - Saturday: 13:00 - 23:00 
Sunday: 17:00 - 22:00

aBa Bar
5pm – 12midnight
T: 8802 2319
Grande Praça, MGM MACAU

pastry Bar
10am – 8pm 
T: 8802 2324
Level 1, MGM MACAU

rossio
7am – 11pm 
T: 8802 2372
Grande Praça, MGM MACAU

square eight
24 hours
T: 8802 2389
Level 1, MGM MACAU

italian
la gondola
Mon - Sunday
11:00am – 11:00pm
Praia de Cheoc Van, Coloane, 
next to swimming  pool
T: 2888 0156

portofino
Casino Level1, Shop 1039,
The Venetian Macao
TEL: +853 8118 9950

afrikana
Monday to Sunday
6:00pm – 3:00am
Location : AfriKana, Macau Fisherman’s 
Wharf
Telephone Number : (853) 8299 3678

Bars & puBs

38 lounge
Altrira Macau,
Avenida de Kwong Tung, 38/F Taipa
Sun-Thu: 13:00 – 02:00
Fri, Sat and Eve of public holiday: 
15:00 – 03:00

r Bar
Level 1, Hard Rock Hotel
Opening Hours
Sun to Thu:
11:00 – 23:00
Fri & Sat:
11:00 – 24:00

the st. regis Bar
Level One, The St. Regis Macao
Cuisine: Light Fare
Atmosphere: Multi-Concept Bar
Setting: Refined, Inviting
Serving Style: Bar Menu
Dress Code: Casual
Hours: 12:00 PM - 1:00 AM; Afternoon Tea: 
2:00PM - 5:30 PM
Phone: +853 8113 3700
Email: stregisbar.macao@stregis.com

d2
Macau Fisherman's Wharf
Edf. New Orleans III
Macau

vida riCa Bar
2/F, Avenida Dr. Sun Yat Sen, NAPE
T: 8805 8928
Monday to Thusday: 12:00 – 00:00
Friday: 12:00 – 01:00
Saturday: 14:00 – 01:00
Sunday:  14:00 – 00:00

vasCo
Grand Lapa, Macau
956-1110 Avenida da Amizade, 2/F
T: 8793 3831
Monday to Thursday: 18:30 – 12:00
Friday to Saturday: 18:00 – 02:00
Sunday: 18:00 – 24:00

Japanese
shinJi By kanesaka
Level 1, Crown Towers
Lunch 12:00 - 15:00
Dinner 18:00 - 23:00
Closed on
Tuesday (Lunch and Dinner)
Wednesday (Lunch)

asian paCifiC
asia kitChen
Level 2, SOHO at City of Dreams
Opening Hours
11:00 – 23:00

golden pavilion
Level 1, Casino at City of Dreams
Opening Hours
24 Hours

golden peaCoCk
Casino Level1, Shop 1037,
The Venetian Macao
TEL: +853 8118 9696
Monday - Sunday:
11:00 - 23:00

portuguese
CluBe militar
975 Avenida da Praia Grande
T: 2871 4000
12:30 – 15:00 / 19:00 – 23:00

fernando’s
9 Praia de Hac Sa, Coloane
T: 2888 2264
12:00 – 21:30

thai

naam
Grand Lapa, Macau
956-1110  Avenida da Amizade, The Resort
T: 8793 4818
12:00 – 14:30 / 18:30 – 22:30 
(Close on Mondays)

Wines available in some local supermarkets and for the Champagne at www.wine118.com.

Terras do demo Távora-verosa doC 
méTodo ClássiCo malvasia Fina 2015

Portuguese sparkling wine presented in a traditional and 
elegant bottle, using the traditional method and made100 
percent from the Portuguese indigenous white grape Mal-
vasia Fina - i.e. Blanc de Blancs, when it’s made from 100 
percent white grapes, or Blanc de Noirs if only composed of 
red grapes. This is a simple and very affordable wine (about 
three times cheaper than a Champagne), easy drinking, well 
balanced yet with enough complexity for not being boring. 
Nice bouquet of jasmine, white peach and pear, it is a me-
dium body wine with delicate bubbles, smooth attack on 
red apples, aromas of nutmeg, chalkiness, hot bun and good 
lasting on lime peel and minerals.

Pierre Paillard ChamPagne BruT 
rosé Bouzy grand Cru nv

While most of the big Champagne houses will 
make rosé by adding red wine (and charge 30-
40 percent more for that but shh…), boutique 
vineyards like this one tends to use the saignée 
method - getting the colour from the maceration of 
red grape. This wine is what you could expect from 
a Champagne Rosé: vivid and cheerful pink colour, 
nose of red fruits and blossom, very refine mousse 
(almost four years on lees) and aromas of strawber-
ry and raspberry with a very good lingering and 
fresh finish. Easy drinking, cheerful and with great 
complexity, a perfect wine for many occasions.
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DIGITAL LIFE Jocelyn Noveck, AP

It began with a simple text mes-
sage conversation, the morning 

after the third presidential debate 
in October, and a whimsical idea. 
How about wearing a pantsuit to 
the polls, Libby Chamberlain sug-
gested to a friend, to show support 
for Hillary Clinton?
Chamberlain, now 33, hardly in-
tended to spark a social movement 
— or a social media movement. 
Mother to two small children, she 
had just gone back to work and 
was juggling two part-time jobs at 
local high schools near her home in 
Brooklin, Maine, a town of about 
700 people, where her husband 
builds boats.
“This truly came out of nowhere,” 
Chamberlain says of the Facebook 
group that grew out of her idea, 
Pantsuit Nation, which candidate 
Clinton even referenced in her con-
cession speech, thanking supporters 
“even in secret, private Facebook 
sites” who kept the faith. “I have 
no background in this sort of 
thing,” Chamberlain adds, “and my 
internet is the slowest thing ever.”
Slow internet or not, the invite-only 
group now has just under 4 million 
members — and now there’s a 
book, too. “Pantsuit Nation,” edited 
by Chamberlain and released this 
month, seeks to harness the energy 
of the days surrounding the 2016 
election, focusing on about 250 of 
the stories posted on Facebook by 
(mostly) women across the country.
Why go back in time? Isn’t the 
election over? To one young wo-
man whose post is featured in the 
book, the point is now to use these 
stories to continue to spread a mes-
sage. Or various messages.
“We have this amazing energy,” 
says Cristina Lopez, 28, of Phoe-
nix, “from before the election, 
when we were saying, ‘This is why 
I am voting,’ to now, where we’re 
saying, ‘We didn’t end up where 
we thought we would, so how can 
we get to where we need to be?’”

The book’s genesis wasn’t without 
controversy. When the deal was 
announced in December, some 
expressed their dismay online, even 
accusing Chamberlain of selling 
out, or fearing she’d use people’s 
stories without their permission. 
Chamberlain acknowledges there 
was confusion, and that she should 

soCial media
‘PANTSUIT’ MOM SEEKS TO TAP ENERGY OF FACEBOOK GROUP

have been clearer right away that 
she would only use posts when gi-
ven express permission. She’s also 
explained in detail on her blog that 
proceeds will go, after necessary 
costs and after paying contributors 
a set fee, to the nonprofit Pantsuit 
Nation Foundation — where she 
hopes to be able to hire a small 
staff to keep the group going and 
working toward “creating platfor-
ms for these stories to be shared 
beyond Facebook, beyond a book.”
Chamberlain says she reached 
out by private Facebook message 
to over 700 contributors of both 
written posts and photos, aiming 
for entries that had resonated with 
the community. She got negative 
feedback from only one of those 
people, she says; most wanted to 
learn more (and some stayed silent, 
whether they saw her query or not.)
Some posts featured in the book 
express hope about the election, or 
fear. Others are detailed personal 
anecdotes. Hanadi Chehabeddine, 
a Lebanese-born Muslim woman 
in Minneapolis, wrote before the 
election of sitting in a hair salon 
and hearing a hairdresser and her 
client discussing Muslims, enga-
ging in stereotypes, and her subse-
quent, unsuccessful effort to have 
an informative conversation with 
the duo.
“I posted on Pantsuit Nation be-

cause I felt the need to share my 
emotional state,” says Chehabeddi-
ne, 40. “For a Muslim, it was very 
intense and nerve-wracking to go 
through the election period and not 
know what was coming our way.” 
At one point, she had mused to her 
daughter about leaving the country 
if Donald Trump were elected. But 
the reaction she got to her post, she 
says, “was pivotal to my life.”
“The attention it got made me feel 
like there is something I have to 
share regardless of what is going 
on politically,” she says, adding 
that her experience has bolstered 
her desire to serve as an activist for 
her community.
Likewise, for Lopez, an immigrant 
from Mexico, the support she felt 
was crucial. She wrote her own 
post soon after participating in 
early voting. In it, she declared 
she had become a citizen in time 
“to vote for Hillary Clinton and 
help make history as a woman, as 
an immigrant, and as a Latina.” 
Afterward, she says, she went 
“through the various stages — 
grief, denial.” But she said she was 
also emboldened by the positive 
response to her post, particularly 
the person who wrote, “The Ame-
rican dream is alive in this young 
woman.” She’s now trying to figure 
out in what role she can best contri-
bute to immigration reform.
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Talamieka Brice, of Ridgeland, 
Mississippi, says she was happy to 
be able to find other like-minded 
people in her own red state, via 
Pantsuit Nation. She’s also struck 
up online friendships with people 
from as far as Bulgaria and Swit-
zerland, she says, who were moved 
by her postelection post, in which 
she spoke of fearing for her young 
son as he grows up to be a black 
man in America.
Brice, 36, says she was most of all 
thrilled that her words had made 
an impact. “My grandfather coul-
dn’t read or write,” she notes, “so 
to now be in this platform, where 
something I wrote a couple of ge-
nerations afterward could affect so 
many people, it’s been very hum-
bling.”
Not everyone finds the group still 
relevant, or thinks the book is a 
good idea. Some reviews have su-
ggested it’s time to look forward, 
not back — or to look back in a 
different way.
“There’s certainly value in sha-
ring uplifting stories ...,” wrote 
Daily Beast senior editor Erin 
Gloria Ryan in December, “and in 
working to cheer up the dejected. 
But, despite the season, now isn’t 
the time to turn from Clinton’s mis-
takes to Chicken Soup for the Soul; 
it’s the time for some serious come-
to-Jesus reflection.”

Libby Chamberlain, author of "Pantsuit Nation"

"Pantsuit Nation" book cover
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WHAT’S ON ...

monday (may 22) 
“exhiBiTion oF memBers’ arTworks oF yu 
un Chinese CalligraPhers and PainTers 
assoCiaTion oF maCao”
This exhibition features 152 pieces (sets) of Chinese 
traditional paintings, calligraphies and seal carvings 
in different genres. The artworks are dedicated and 
vivid, presenting the strong and stereoscopic effect 
of paintings in traditional Chinese ink.

Time: 9am-7pm
unTil: June 25, 2017
admission: Free
venue:  Chun Chou Tong Pavilion of Lou Lim Ioc 
Garden
organizers: Cultural Affairs Bureau & Yu Un 
Chinese Calligraphers and Painters Association of 
Macao
enquiries: (853) 8399 6699 
http://www.icm.gov.mo/en

tuesday (may 23)
lady anguo - naTional Peking oPera 
ComPany (mainland China)
In 1127 during the Jin-Song Wars, Emperor 
Gaozong of the Song dynasty faces the enemy from 
the north with great fear as his rule declines. The Jin 
army is waiting for the right opportunity to attack, 
while the defectors and bandits within the territory 
of Song continue to weaken the power of the court. 
With enemies at the door from outside and within, 
heroine Liang Hongyu stands up to quell Song’s 
internal turmoil by leaving her young son behind 
and travelling hundreds of miles overnight to join 
her husband General Han Shizhong. Meanwhile, the 
Jin troops storm in and the Song army is seriously 
outnumbered. Liang Hongyu comes up with a clever 
tactic and leads a victorious battle against the 
enemy.

Time: 8pm
admission: MOP100, MOP200, MOP280
venue: Macau Cultural Centre Grand Auditorium
organizer: Cultural Affairs Bureau
enquiries: (853) 8399 6699 
www.icm.gov.mo/fam 
TiCkeTing: (853) 2855 5555
www.macauticket.com

tomorroW (may 20)
sTormy luCk - dóCi PaPiaçám di maCau 
drama grouP

Bernardo has always had little luck – misfortune 
stalks him around the corner and happens to him 
in the most unbelievable ways. On the day of our 
story, he thinks it is a godsend when he finds out he 
has won the Hong Kong lottery. But obviously, such 
luck isn’t for Bernardo! Due to a violent typhoon 
threatening both regions, he cannot head to Hong 
Kong to claim his prize, and the ticket he holds 
becomes a treasure sought by all.

Time: 8pm
daTe: May 19-20, 2017
admission: MOP120, MOP180, MOP250
venue: Macau Cultural Centre 
organizer: Cultural Affairs Bureau
enquiries: (853) 8399 6699 
www.icm.gov.mo/fam 
TiCkeTing: (853) 2855 5555
www.macauticket.com

sunday (may 21)
The BuTTerFly lovers - Chu Chan wa and 
maCao CanTonese oPera aCTors

The Butterfly Lovers is a popular classical Chinese 
opera. Liang Shanbo and Zhu Yingtai have been 
classmates for three years and have developed 
a strong friendship. When Liang Shanbo knows 
that Zhu Yingtai is actually a woman, he intends to 
propose marriage to the Zhu family. However, Zhu 
Yingtai has already been betrothed to someone 
else. From knowing each other and falling in love to 
turning into butterflies, their experience has been 
eulogised through the ages. In the opera, “Farewell 
at the Pavilion”, “Meeting at the Pavilion” and 
“Shanbo’s Death” are deeply rooted in people’s 
minds. All these years, The Butterfly Lovers has 
been adapted into different forms of art, remaining 
popular in spite of repeated performances and 
touching the hearts of countless Chinese and 
foreign audiences.

Time: 7:30pm
daTe: May 20-21, 2017
admission: MOP120, MOP150
venue: Cinema Alegria
organizer: Cultural Affairs Bureau
enquiries: (853) 8399 6699 
www.icm.gov.mo/fam 
TiCkeTing: (853) 2855 5555
www.macauticket.com

today (may 19)
The neTher - dirks TheaTre arTs 
assoCiaTion

People’s online and offline interactions have 
become part of their daily lives. The boundary that 
separates reality and virtuality seems to be there? 
And it seems not to be there? This story is set in the 
near future. A virtual realm named “Hideaway” that 
exists within the “Nether” is getting more and more 
popular with people. With its extremely immersive 
sensory stimulation and emotion experience, the 
number of users keeps on growing until a young 
detective from the “real realm” begins to investigate 
crimes in the Hideaway, immediately triggering a 
series of interrogation and a battle that goes deep 
into the darkest corners of imagination.

Time: 8pm
daTe: May 19-20, 2017
admission: MOP150, MOP200
venue: Macau Cultural Centre 
organizer: Cultural Affairs Bureau
enquiries: (853) 8399 6699 
www.icm.gov.mo/fam 
TiCkeTing: (853) 2855 5555
www.macauticket.com

miss revoluTionary idol Berserker - ToCo 
nikaido (JaPan)
Welcome to the frenetic world of Miss Revolutionary 
Idol Berserker! It is like mainlining a mash-up of a 
high school musical, an extreme Japanese TV reality 
show, a cheesy pop video and an out-take from 
Les Misérables. This hybrid performance seems to 
embed any and every idea into an artistic blender. 
In this crazy show you won’t believe what’s going 
on onstage, but at that exact moment there is no 
escape.

Time: 8pm
daTe: May 19-20, 2017
admission: MOP120, MOP180, MOP250
venue: Macau Cultural Centre 
organizer: Cultural Affairs Bureau
enquiries: (853) 8399 6699 
www.icm.gov.mo/fam 
TiCkeTing: (853) 2855 5555
www.macauticket.com
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Wednesday (may 24)
The arT oF zhang daqian

Outstanding modern Chinese artist Zhang Daqian 
was equally good at poetry, calligraphy and painting. 
During his early years, he lived in mainland China and 
travelled to many different places. During his midlife, he 
wandered overseas and finally settled in Taipei in his later 
years. Zhang was talented and free-spirited. His art was 
exquisite and he had a noble and refined demeanour. 
This exhibition is an aggregation of the Sichuan 
Museum’s collection of Zhang Daqian’s masterpieces 
during his early and prime years, including his replicas of 
the murals when he was in Dunhuang and his landscape 
paintings, portraits, line drawings, letters and used seals 
before and after going to Dunhuang.

Time: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm, closed 
on Mondays, open on public holidays)
unTil: August 5, 2017 
venue: Macao Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
NAPE 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814
organizer: Macao Museum of Art 
www.mam.gov.mo

thursday (may 25)
ad liB - konsTanTin BessmerTny

This exhibition presents 34 of renowned Russian artist 
Konstantin Bessmertny’s recent paintings, sculptures, 
installations and videos, with the artist choosing not 
to theme this bustling, humorous visual feast in which 
he shares his personal musings and wittily responds 
to different phenomena occurring in society. A resident 
of Macau since 1993, Bessmertny once said: “I like a 
critical, sarcastic point of view on a subject. I prefer to 
take on a serious subject as a comedian rather than 
as a politician [...] Our duty as artists is to do as much 
as possible to influence bureaucrats and rich people.”

Time: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm, 
closed on Mondays)
unTil: May 28, 2017 
venue: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814 
www.mam.gov.mo 
organizer: Macau Museum of Art
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