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new measures against 
financial crime

fierce fight goes on in marawium opens bilingual 
training center

The Macau and Hong 
Kong monetary authorities 
are stepping up the fight 
against money laundering

The University of Macau 
inaugurated the Chinese-
Portuguese Bilingual Teaching 
and Training Centre  P4

Iraq The advance of 
government troops 
slowed yesterday in the 
last push to drive Islamic 
State group militants 
from the remaining 
pockets of Mosul. The 
city’s wide-scale military 
operation was launched 
in October last year 
and its eastern half 
was declared liberated 
in January. The United 
Nations has warned that 
civilians will be hardest 
hit in the final phase of 
the assault.

australIan drug 
smuggler Schapelle 
Corby, whose trial 
and imprisonment 
on Indonesia’s tourist 
island of Bali mesmerized 
her country for more than 
a decade, returned home 
yesterday. 
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Zhang outlines plans 
to tighten grip on HK

Former La Scala land public 
housing project to be assessed 

 P5 AL PLENARY

China 
unleashes 
zombie films 
to boost box 
office
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Eric Sautedé

Macron is ‘the furthering 
of the European project’

Renato Marques

The recent French presi-
dential elections were dis-

cussed last week at the France 
Macau Business Association 
(FMBA) breakfast meeting 
held at Sofitel Macau at Ponte 
16. French political scientist, 
Eric Sautedé, was invited to 
review the election’s conse-
quences for both Europe and 
China.

Speaking to the Times, Sau-
tedé said, “[The election of 
Emmanuel Macron] is both a 
continuation and a develop-
ment; a further integration of 
Europe.”

The political scientist explai-
ned that on this occasion, “Eu-
rope invited herself into the 
debate over the presidential 
election, when traditionally 
the candidates used Europe 
as a kind of ‘scapegoat’ for fai-
lures or policies gone wrong. 
This time around, we saw a 
clear division of pro and cons 
regarding [the idea of the Eu-
ropean project],” noting that 
most of the election candidates 
opposed – or at least had sig-
nificant reservations – about 
such a project. 

By contrast, Macron defen-
ded the European project and 
had a precise strategy for how 
this project should be furthe-
red, by protecting and integra-
ting keys areas such as finance, 
budgeting and other national 
policies concerning the envi-
ronment and taxation.

In Sautedé’s opinion, one of 
Macron’s biggest challenges 
for his presidency is the fact 
that his political program is 
‘black and white’, and “when 
you don’t have the support of 
a party you can not fail.” Sau-
tedé noted that Macron will be 
held directly accountable for 
any failures as he is subject to 
the very high expectations of 
those who voted for him.

Questioned on whether the 
idea of a European project led 
to his election, Sautedé re-
marked, “not all people who 

voted for him agree with all 
these ideas. Especially during 
the second round, a lot of peo-
ple voted against Marine Le 
Pen.”

As to the extent to which this 
result will have implications 
on relations between France 
and China, the guest speaker 
remarked that “a lot of deals 
were called off last year [be-
tween China and European 
countries]” because Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) in the 
USA seemed more attractive 
to Chinese investors than in 
Europe. He added, “of cour-
se, with [Donald] Trump [in 
the US presidency] we will see 
what happens this year.”

Nevertheless, he still thinks 
the election outcome was very 
positive – not just for France 

but for all European Union 
countries. “China has a lot of 
fund reserves, not just in USD 
but also in EUR and other 
currencies, and if people vote 
against the European project 
and for a ‘Frexit’ [as Le Pen 
was advocating], China would 
have a lot to lose.”

“China was very supporti-
ve toward Macron, especially 
as he supported their own in-
terests,” he said, noting that 
Macron had also already given 
clear signs of being a great su-
pporter of the “One Belt One 
Road” (OBOR) initiative, whi-
ch put China and France on the 
same page.

“While China [through 
OBOR] wants to play an im-
portant role in the globaliza-
tion process, the idea of glo-
balization is also present in 
Macron’s call for greater in-
tegration of Europe,” Sautedé 
explained, noting that values 
such as equality and solidarity 
are said by political scientists 
to have been “somehow lost, 
especially after the [economic] 
crises of 2008. [...] We can’t 

forget that there are many 
European countries that are 
seeing the OBOR as a very im-
portant initiative in terms of 
creating infrastructures that 
they need.” 

He suggests that the potential 
impact for Macau is similar, 
and that although the discou-
rse has “a kind of propaganda 
form with a lot of empty words, 
it does make sense for Macau. 
There is a wish [pushed by the 
Central government] for Ma-
cau to play a role with the Por-
tuguese-speaking countries, 
and this initiative might be the 
channel for this ‘bridge’ to ma-
terialize.”

 “Macau is better suited than 
Hong Kong for such a task, es-
pecially because Hong Kong 
is now very suspicious about 
everything that comes from 
the central authorities,” Saute-
dé said. “This is an opportunity 
that foreign [owned] busines-
ses have seen and the casino 
industry has seen too – it is 
only now the local businesses 
are realizing it because they 
lacked the imagination to per-
ceive it before. They were very 
narrow minded and finally now 
they seem to have discovered 
something [that was there all 
along]; namely, that Macau 
has a Portuguese heritage and 
this can be used for profit.”

During the talk, Sautedé also 
addressed the fact that many 
members of the new French 
government led by Macron, 
currently have or formerly had 
close connections with China. 
He anticipates that the histo-
rical relations between the two 
countries are likely to be “back 
on the right track.” He also re-
marked that France needs to 
further develop areas that are 
targeted by Chinese invest-
ment. Two important fields for 
investment are technology-ba-
sed industries and the energy 
industry.

Bilateral relations between 
France and India are also ex-
pected to be fostered under 
Macron’s leadership. 

MICE events on the rise
Information re-

leased on Friday by the 
Statistics and Census Ser-
vice (DSEC) showed that 
the number of Meetings, 
Incentives, Conferences 
and Exhibitions (MICE) 
events in the MSAR had 
increased significantly in 
the first quarter of 2017, 

compared to the same 
quarter a year earlier.

During the first quar-
ter of 2017, a total of 366 
MICE events were held 
in Macau, consisting of 
344 meetings and confe-
rences, seven exhibitions 
and 15 incentive pro-
grams. The total number 

of participants and atten-
dees of these events num-
bered about 222,000.

Analyzed by type of 
MICE activity, the num-
ber of meetings and con-
ferences in the first quar-
ter increased by 50 year- 
on-year, with the num-
ber of participants more 

than doubling to 54,000, 
according to DSEC. The 
number of incentive pro-
grams showed a year-on- 
year increase of three, to 
a total of 15 programs.

A total of seven exhi-
bitions organized by 
non-government organi-
zations were held in the 
first quarter, three more 
than the same quarter 
last year. The number 
of attendees increased 
by almost 50 percent to 

163,000, while the avera-
ge duration of the exhibi-
tions was three days, up 
by 0.2 days year-on-year.

According to informa-
tion provided to DSEC 
by exhibition organizers, 
receipts from the exhibi-
tions amounted to about 
MOP5.5 million, whi-
le expenditure reached 
MOP5.6 million.

The government depart-
ment also interviewed 
160 exhibitors at these 

events during the first 
quarter. Respondents 
indicated that 97.7 per-
cent of their revenue was 
generated from product 
sales. 

The survey also showed 
that a relatively low pro-
portion of exhibitors 
were satisfied with the 
promotion of the exhibi-
tion (42.8 percent), down 
by 13.9 percentage points 
from the previous quar-
ter.

 
Especially 
during the 
second round, 
a lot of people 
voted against 
Marine Le Pen.
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Unemployment holds 
stable at 2 percent
The general unemployment rate for the three-month 
period of February to April 2017 held stable at 2 percent, 
according to a statement issued by the Statistics and 
Census Service (DSEC). The unemployment rate of 
local residents was 2.7 percent, down by 0.1 percentage 
points compared to the previous three-month period of 
January-March. Meanwhile, the underemployment rate 
remained unchanged at 0.5 percent. The total labor force 
in the February-April period was about 389,200. Total 
employment was 381,500 and the number of employed 
residents was 280,000, up by 2,000 and 1,900 from the 
previous period, respectively. On the other hand, the 
number of unemployed (7,700) residents dropped by 
200. Fresh labor force entrants searching for their first 
job accounted for 9.7 percent of the unemployed

DSEC surveys banking 
sector employment
The Statistics and Census Service (DSEC) published data 
on human resources and employment in the banking 
sector in a statement released last week. The data showed 
that the number of full time employees across the 28 
banks in the MSAR increased by 53 year-on-year to 
6,053 at the end of the first quarter of 2017. At the same 
time, the banking sector hired 174 new employees in the 
first quarter, and had an employee turnover rate and 
employee recruitment rate of 3 percent and 2.9 percent 
respectively. In terms of recruitment prerequisites, 64.5 
percent of the vacancies required work experience, 96.3 
percent required tertiary education, and the requirement 
for knowledge of Mandarin and English accounted 
for 98.4 percent and 97.1 percent respectively. By 
occupation, there were 1,626 directors and managers 
and 2,030 clerks. In March, the average wage 
(excluding bonuses) of full-time employees amounted to 
MOP26,020, an increase of 3.5 percent year-on-year.

Alexis Tam

EdUCaTION

UM opens bilingual 
training center
The University of Ma-

cau (UM) held an inau-
guration ceremony for the 
Chinese-Portuguese Bilin-
gual Teaching and Training 
Centre on Friday. The center 
is under the Department of 
Portuguese of the Faculty of 
Arts and Humanities, and 
includes a language and cul-
ture exhibition room, a re-
ception room and a general 
office.

During his inauguration 
speech, Secretary for Social 
Affairs and Culture Alexis 
Tam remarked that higher 
education institutions in 
Macau are better suited to 
offering Portuguese langua-
ge courses than universities 
in mainland China.

He expressed his high ex-
pectations for the two cen-
ters, as well as his hope that 
the centers will aid the region 
in fostering Macau’s coope-
ration with mainland China. 

UM rector Wei Zhao also 
pointed out that in addition 
to being the largest Portu-

guese teaching institution in 
Asia, the UM Department of 
Portuguese also boasts a cul-
turally diverse faculty whose 
members include professors 
from renowned universi-
ties in Portuguese-speaking 
countries.

With the faculty’s support, 
the center will initiate va-
rious projects, such as the 
implementation of inno-
vative teaching methods to 
improve the Department of 
Portuguese’s current course 
delivery.

The university stated in a 
press release that the cen-
ter intends to carry out tar-
geted academic research in 
the teaching and learning of 
the Portuguese language, as 
well as Chinese and Portu-
guese cultures generally.

The center will also offer 
module-based training cou-
rses for Portuguese langua-
ge teachers from Macau and 
mainland China. It will de-
velop Portuguese teaching 
materials and multimedia 
teaching materials tailor- 

made for local students. 
The center’s future plans 

also include compiling and 
publishing a guidebook 
of cultures of Portuguese- 
speaking countries, and col-
laborating with mainland 
Chinese publishing houses 
to translate and publish Chi-
nese and Portuguese classi-
cs.

Separatly, UM also held its 
Congregation 2017 on Sa-
turday, which was attended 
by Chief Executive Chui Sai 
On, who is also chancellor of 
UM. 

Chui said at the ceremony 
that he hopes that UM and 
other institutions will seize 
the opportunity and conti-
nue to improve their “har-
dware” and “software” in or-
der to “train students to be-
come the pillars of society.”

Rector Wei Zhao said in 
his speech that the UM im-
plements a “4-in-1” educa-
tion model, which has pro-
duced a positive effect on 
the students: their academic 
performance, soft skills and 
employability have all signi-
ficantly improved.

This year, more than 1,400 
students graduated from 
UM with a bachelor’s de-
gree. 44 of the graduates 
have also completed pro-
grams offered by the Ho-
nours College.
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close to the airport and a was-
te incineration center, among 
other allegedly delicate facilities. 

Rosário attended Friday’s AL 
plenary session, along with lea-
ders of several public works 
departments, to answer the 
lawmakers’ doubts. 

Lawmaker Leong Veng Chai 
urged the government to reveal 
its scientific and practical mea-
surements to prevent or reduce 
pollution resulting from incine-
ration and airport activities in 
the area. 

Au Kam San additionally called 
on the government to conduct 

an environmental evaluation of 
the location, as well as noise and 
air quality tests.

He also wondered whether the 
government could present the 
reports compiled in 2009 for the 
La Scala project. 

Rosário responded that the In-
frastructure Development Office 
(GDI) will launch a public tender 
for an environmental evaluation 
regarding public housing at Av. 
Wai Long. 

He noted that the evaluation 
will include noise, landfill, and 
sewage assessments, among 
others.  

Leong then asked about the 
government’s plan if the land is 
revealed to be inappropriate for 
habitation, noting that the Chief 
Executive had already decided 
to commence construction on 
the plot. 

The secretary claimed that if 
the evaluation results indicate 
that the project is improper, the 
authorities will cancel it.

Lawmaker Mak Soi Kun no-
ted that the mountain near the 
planned project was previously 
a landfill for the disposal of un-
treated medical waste.

According to Mak, the buried 
refuse may be a time bomb for 
the housing project, and he ur-
ged the government to consider 

this carefully when conducting 
the environmental evaluation. 

However, the Secretary clai-
med that the project will not be 
situated at the former landfill 
itself. 

Lawmaker Ng Kuok Cheong 
asked whether the government 
is considering moving the waste 
incinerator to a different loca-
tion, such as the artificial island 
built for the Hong Kong-Zhuhai
-Macau Bridge. 

Lawmaker Angela Leong, re-
calling her previous suggestion, 
said that the Wai Long plot is 
very suitable for the construc-
tion of youth apartments. Fur-
thermore, she declared that 
building public housing is “not 
good for the public” and that the 
land was unsuitable for com-
mercial purposes. 

The exhibition, 
“Constellation Works 

by Nicolas Delaroche”, 
integrated into the 28th 
Macao Arts Festival, was 
inaugurated on Friday 
at the Tap Seac Gallery, 
according to exhibition 
organizer, the Cultural 
Affairs Bureau (IC).

The exhibition features 
three series of works by 
Delaroche, including a 
photography series titled 
“First Seen.” It was made 
during the artist’s resi-
dency in China and was 
initially titled “A Barba-

rian in China”.
According to the IC, 

Delaroche uses the term 
“barbarian” to “describe 

a foreigner who obser-
ves an unknown culture, 
exploring and capturing 
the world he [has seen] 

for the first time.”
“First Seen” features 

a total of 80 pieces by 
Delaroche and depic-
ts his observations and 
study of private collec-
tions in mainland China 
and Hong Kong. It en-
courages the public to 
reflect on the meaning 
behind collecting and 
displaying artworks by 
showcasing them from 
different perspectives.

In addition to the 
photography series, an 
installation titled “The 
Rock” is also featured in 

the exhibition. The ins-
tallation is a massive in-
flated sculpture made of 
white fabric that recrea-
tes the desert landscape 
of the animated movie 
“Road Runner”. 

The third series of 
works by Delaroche, 
“The Adventures of the 
Coyote in China”, is a 
blueprint of the Coyote 
character from the afo-
rementioned film.

Born in 1985 in Laon, 
France, Delaroche cur-
rently lives in Switzer-
land. He obtained a 

master’s degree in con-
temporary art from the 
Hochschule de Kunste 
Bern as well as a photo-
graphy degree from the 
École cantonale d’art de 
Lausanne.

A statement from the 
IC says that the opening 
ceremony was officiated 
by IC President Leung 
Hio Ming, among other 
senior officials in the 
MSAR, including the 
deputy director of the 
department of educa-
tion and culture from 
the mainland’s MSAR 
Liaison Office. 

The exhibition is open 
daily to the public at the 
Tap Seac Gallery until 
October 8. Admission is 
free.

aL PLENary

Former La Scala land public 
housing project to be assessed 

28TH arTS FESTIvaL

‘Constellation Works’ exhibition inaugurated

sin fong garden to be completely rebuilt

the Sin Fong Garden will be 
completely reconstructed accord-
ing to the project’s original plan, 
as announced by Raimundo do 
Rosário, who also noted that the 
housing project is a special case 
which requires specific steps to 
be taken in its reconstruction. 
He further mentioned that re-

building the edifice might result 
in less actual usable area because 
the MSAR is imposing more and 
more requirements regarding 
fire services. The secretary also 
noted that the amendment of the 
city’s fire regulations has already 
progressed into legislative pro-
cedures. 

Raimundo do Rosário claimed that he fai-
led to see any violations or illegal behaviors 

regarding the Commission Against Corruption’s 
(CCAC) reports on Macau’s public housing appli-
cation procedures. 

Earlier, the Housing Bureau (IH) had canceled 
several economical housing contracts with buyers 
because of the applicants’ marital status. 

The CCAC report states that IH, when conside-
ring applicants, should not include an applicant’s 
spouse as a member of the applying family if they 
married while the applicant was awaiting appro-
val to buy an economical house.

IH President Arnaldo Ernesto dos Santos revea-
led that IH is issuing permissions to related fami-
lies so that they might enroll in further backgrou-
nd checks for housing projects, so as to confirm 
whether any members of these families already 
own properties. 

He added that the bureau can issue 4,000 con-
tract permissions each year. Moreover, 400 hou-
se buyers who had made appointments with IH 
to deliver documents to the bureau, which would 
have advanced the contracts, failed to deliver all 
required documents. Some 350 of the 400 did not 
deliver any documents whatsoever. 

Lawmaker Kwan Tsui Heng questioned the au-
thorities on how the government plans to impro-
ve elevator safety. 

The Secretary for Transport and Public Works 
responded that the regulation of the city’s eleva-
tor maintenance has been added to the authori-
ties’ legislative schedule. A draft of the regulation 
will be completed within the year. 

Additions to administrative regulations of eleva-
tor maintenance will be included in the legislative 
plan as well, under the responsibility of the Land, 
Public Works, and Transport Bureau (DSSOPT). 

In addition, Rosário added that the safety che-
cks for elevators across the territory are not “as 
bad as it is imagined.”

Director of DSSOPT Li Canfeng noted that the 
planned elevator regulations will have provisions 
on penalties for violations and will also require 
mandatory elevator checks in private buildings. 

The law will distinguish between the responsibi-
lities of property owners and those of maintenan-
ce companies. 

According to Li, over 8,000 elevators in Macau 
have obtained independent codes. As of this mon-
th, 2,500 certificates for safe elevator operation 
are still valid. 

Public housing application 
process not illegal

 The secretary 
claimed that if 
the evaluation 
results indicate 
that the project 
is improper, the 
authorities will 
cancel it

Julie Zhu
 

The Legislative Assem-
bly (AL) posed several 
questions to Secretary 
for Transport and Pu-

blic Works Raimundo do Rosá-
rio concerning the government
-reclaimed land from the former 
“La Scala” development in Taipa 
,close to Av. Wai Long, which 
has sparked discussion on rele-
vant environmental issues. 

The public has been skeptical 
about the plan to erect a public 
housing project consisting of 
8,000 units, as the location is 
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FAOM eschews 
election activities 
during sponsored 
events
 
The Macau Federation of Trade Unions 
(FAOM) claims that it will not organize 
any election activities during events 
sponsored by the Macao Foundation, as 
announced last week by the FAOM vice 
president on a phone call during a TDM 
talk show. According to the president, 
FAOM has applied for financial support 
from the Macao Foundation in more 
than 1,000 activities that the association 
has organized in the past three years. 
Moreover, FAOM guarantees that it will 
not do anything illegal and that it will use 
all funds it receives from the government 
to help FAOM members and society. 

Water area 
management law to 
be delivered to AL
 
Director of the Legal Affairs Bureau 
(DSAJ) Liu Dexue has revealed that 
the laws regarding Macau’s water area 
management are expected to be delivered 
to the Legislative Assembly (AL) in the first 
quarter. According to a report by Macao 
Daily News, the authority completed a 
public consultation as well as drafts of the 
law, which will soon be delivered to the 
Chief Executive Council for discussion. 
Along with the aforementioned law, the 
DSAJ is currently following up on more 
than ten additional laws. Laws regarding 
the registration of boats have already 
progressed to a preliminary draft stage. 
Laws and regulations on the city’s taxis are 
also being processed. 

 

The respective mone-
tary authorities of Ma-
cau and Hong Kong 
have joined hands with 

mainland financial organiza-
tions to draft and implement 
new tactics in the fight against 
money laundering, financial cri-
me and terrorist funding.

The Monetary Authority of 
Macau (AMCM) said in a sta-
tement that representatives 
from Macau, Hong Kong and 
the People’s Bank of China met 
in the MSAR on Friday to deli-
berate methods to tackle money 
laundering.

Both the AMCM and the 
Hong Kong Monetary Authori-
ty (HKMA) agreed during the 
meeting to establish a “Finan-
cial Security Expert Alliance” 
for experts to promote the “se-
curity and stability” of financial 
markets in the region.

Following the meeting, the two 
authorities published similar 
but separate statements reaffir-
ming their “determination” to 
fight financial crime.

The AMCM statement said 
that the alliance will “make good 
use of Macau’s unique environ-
ment to accumulate practical 

The Monetary Authority of Macau headquarters 

MONEy LaUNdErINg

Monetary authorities to step up 
fight against financial crime

experience in regard to financial 
security.”

“The alliance effectively main-
tains and continuously promo-
tes the security and stability of 
financial markets through re-
levant regulatory arrangemen-
ts, including the application 
of technology and organizing 
forums,” the department conti-
nued.

All parties at the meeting rea-
ched a consensus and agreed to 
publish Friday’s outcome, the 

AMCM statement added. The 
HKMA additionally proposed 
the establishment of a “Fraud 
and Money Laundering Intelli-
gence Taskforce” (FMLIT), ac-
cording to a report by the South 
China Morning Post.

A spokesperson from the Hong 
Kong authorities told the SCMP 
that the initiative, led by the 
Hong Kong police, “aims to pro-
mote a more effective partner-
ship among the financial sector, 
law enforcement and regulator.”

The joint statements of intent 
reflect the concerns over capi-
tal flight among political and 
regulatory decision-makers in 
Beijing. To highlight this, the 
AMCM statement noted that 
the issue of financial security 
has been “elevated to the level 
of national governance.”

An unidentified security in-
sider told the SCMP that the 
move had probably been coor-
dinated by Beijing and that it 
is a sign that the mainland is 
seeking a more holistic solu-
tion to the problem in the two 
Special Administrative Re-
gions.

Macau has a notorious repu-
tation as a money laundering 
haven, which some speculate 
is linked to the city’s gambling 
industry. 

Last week, however, a new 
group of anti-money launde-
ring specialists denied that 
Macau’s reputation was an ac-
curate depiction of the city.

The Macau Anti-Money Lau-
ndering Specialists Association 
blamed foreign media for per-
petuating the image and called 
on local media to help unravel 
the city’s reputation. DB



29.05.2017 mon

ADVERTISEMENT 廣告 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo8
 

th Anniversary



mon 29.05.2017

BUSINESS分析macau’s leading newspaper 9
 

bl
o

o
m

be
rg

corporate bits
sands china participates in clean 
plate challenge

Apple Inc. got an early start 
in artificial intelligence softwa-
re with the 2011 introduction of 
Siri, a tool that lets users operate 

In support of World Hunger Day, 
Sands China Ltd. team members 
participated in the Clean Plate 
Challenge from May 23 to 25.

apple said to plan dedicated chip to 
power ai on devices

Apple declined to comment.
Engineers at Apple are racing 

to catch their peers at Amazon.
com Inc. and Alphabet Inc. in 
the booming field of artificial in-
telligence. While Siri gave Apple 
an early advantage in voice-re-
cognition, competitors have 
since been more aggressive in 
deploying AI across their pro-
duct lines, including Amazon’s 
Echo and Google’s Home digital 
assistants. An AI-enabled pro-
cessor would help Cupertino, 
California-based Apple integrate 
more advanced capabilities into 
devices, particularly cars that dri-
ve themselves and gadgets that 
run augmented reality, the tech-
nology that superimposes gra-
phics and other information onto 
a person’s view of the world.

awareness about the worldwide 
problem of hunger and starva-
tion.

For this year’s event, team 
members met their new partici-
pation target by completing the 
Clean Plate Challenge a total of 
83,000 times, up from last year’s 
target of 60,000, as cited in a 
statement issued by the gaming 
operator.

In the days leading up to the 
Clean Plate Challenge, team 
members had the opportunity to 
support the work of Oxfam in Ma-
cau by becoming donors and by 
purchasing rice packs, the funds 
from which will go toward suppor-
ting smallholder farmers. 

Team members also donated 
dry foods to the Fuhong Society 
of Macau.

their smartphones with voice 
commands. Now the electroni-
cs giant is bringing artificial inte-
lligence to chips.

Apple is working on a pro-
cessor devoted specifically to 
AI-related tasks, according to a 
person familiar with the matter. 
The chip, known internally as 
the Apple Neural Engine, would 
improve the way the company’s 
devices handle tasks that would 
otherwise require human inte-
lligence - such as facial recog-
nition and speech recognition, 
said the person, who requested 
anonymity discussing a product 
that hasn’t been made public. 

It is the company’s fourth con-
secutive year supporting World 
Hunger Day, which is held an-
nually on May 28 to raise public 

BritiSh Airways flights 
in and out of London’s 
Heathrow airport, the 
third busiest in the world, 

were disrupted for a second day 
as the carrier struggled to return 
to normal service after a massi-
ve computer failure paralyzed its 
operations, stranding thousands 
of travelers.

A total of 95 British Airways fligh-
ts, or 10 percent of services, were 
canceled by midday yesterday 
while 210 flights, or 24 percent, 
were delayed, according to Flight 
Aware, a Houston-based airline 
tracking service. Flight Aware said 
418 flights were scrapped at Hea-
throw airport and Gatwick, south 
of London, on Saturday and 568 
were delayed.

The airline yesterday urged pas-
sengers without rebooked flights 
to stay home and check the car-
rier’s website for status updates.

British Airways had to scrap all 
Saturday afternoon and evening 
departures from Heathrow and 
Gatwick airports following what 
it called a “very severe disruption” 
worldwide. It ordered passengers 

to leave the terminals and urged 
other travelers to stay home.

The airline is aiming to operate 
the majority of its Heathrow de-
partures on yesterday and “a near 
normal schedule” from Gatwick, 
although aircraft and crews are 
out of position and have to be re-
located during the night, it said in 
a website posting Saturday. Por-
tions of the system had been resto-
red Saturday.

“We are extremely sorry for the 
huge inconvenience this is causing 
our customers, and we understand 
how frustrating this must be,” Bri-
tish Airways Chief Executive Offi-
cer Alex Cruz said in a video mes-
sage filmed at the carrier’s opera-
tions center near Heathrow.

“We believe the root cause was a 
power supply issue, and we have 
no evidence of any cyber attack,” 
Cruz said in the message distribu-

ted on Saturday night.
The breakdown, which also af-

fected call centers, prevented pas-
sengers from rebooking or from 
retrieving luggage that had already 
been loaded onto their planes.

Heathrow, in a tweet yesterday, 
said further delays and cancella-
tions of BA flights are expected 
and urged travelers to check we-
bsites or BA’s Twitter feed before 
heading for the airport.

Travelers took to Twitter on Sa-
turday in Europe to complain of 
flight postponements, long lines 
to check in, and waiting for long 
periods on the tarmac after boar-
ding planes. Once services were 
canceled, passengers from groun-
ded planes or at gates at Heathrow 
endured large crowds at passport 
control desks to re-enter the coun-
try.

British Airways staff told custo-
mers to find hotels on their own 
for reimbursement later by the 
airline. Payments will include 
200 pounds (USD260) per night 
for lodging, 50 pounds round trip 
between the airport and the hotel, 
and as much as 25 pounds for re-

freshments, according to leaflets 
from the company.

“I would estimate, given the ti-
ming of the bank holiday weekend, 
that this has affected a hundred 
flights and a thousand passengers 
already,” said John Strickland, 
director of aviation at analysts 
JLS Consulting, “Considering the 
reimbursements for canceled fli-
ghts and the costs of lodging stran-
ded passengers, this will have an 
impact on revenue and the mag-
nitude of the cost will depend on 
how long the outage lasts and how 
long it takes to resolve.”

Hotels surrounding the airports 
were reportedly charging as much 
as 1,000 pounds ($1,280) to 2,500 
pounds for rooms for a night, ac-
cording to the Sunday Telegraph.

The airline said it would seek to 
rebook customers “over the cour-
se off the rest of the weekend,” or 
offer full refunds if a passenger is 
unable to fly.

The disruption coincides with 
the start of the annual end-of- 
May Bank Holiday weekend in 
the U.K., as well as the three-day 
Memorial Day weekend regarded 
as the unofficial start of summer in 
the U.S.

Last September, a computer ne-
twork failure brought down British 
Airways’ check-in system, causing 
worldwide service delays, while 
earlier this week, London Gatwick 
airport reported problems with its 
baggage-sorting system. Bloomberg

London flight chaos as British 
Airways seeks to restore services

China’s bicycle renaissance is 
no boon to biggest producers 
In China, a bicycle-sharing 

phenomenon is changing 
the way urban dwellers get 
around - and forcing listed 
manufacturers to scramble 
to get a slice of the profits.

Across major cities such 
as Beijing and Shanghai, si-
dewalks are filling up with 
parked bikes that anyone 
with an app can unlock with 
a swipe of their phone. The 
cost is a few U.S. cents a 
hour, and users can dump 
the vehicle wherever they 

want, unlike rental schemes 
in Western cities where bi-
cycles typically have to be 
returned to docking sta-
tions.

As competition grows 
more aggressive - with 
at least seven companies 
offering such services in 
Beijing alone - the biggest 
bicycle-makers are trying 
to get a slice of the boom. 
Their stocks have been in 
retreat as the emergence of 
bike sharing risks eroding 

sales already hit by China’s 
economic slowdown and 
competition from smaller 
manufacturers.

Taiwan’s Giant Manufac-
turing Co., the world’s lar-
gest cycle maker by market 
value, will deliver 600,000 
bikes by the end of the year 
to Ofo Inc., a rental firm 
whose yellow two-wheelers 
command over half of the 
market in China. Shanghai 
Phoenix Enterprise Group 
Co., which has been making 

bikes in China since the 
1950s, said this month that 
it will also supply Beijing- 
based Ofo with at least 5 
million bicycles.

Bike manufacturers are 
“are now at a crossroads,” 
said Rui Shi, a Beijing-based 
analyst at Internet consul-
ting firm iResearch Consul-
ting Group. “It’s inevitable 
that big bicycle manufactu-
rers will seek cooperation 
with rental companies be-
cause the rise of ride-sha-

ring will undermine their 
retail sales of low-end mo-
dels.”

So far, the rental com-
panies have relied on 
smaller manufacturers to 
supply basic models at a 
low cost. Tianjin Flying Pi-
geon Cycle Development 
Co. and Tianjin Fuji-ta Bi-
cycle Co., both privately 
held, are among Ofo’s su-
ppliers. Ofo’s chief rival Mo-
bike built its signature oran-
ge-colored bikes, which use 
a GPS locking system, with 
the help of Foxconn Tech-
nology Group and Tianjin 
Aima Sport Goods Co., ac-
cording to the Beijing Mor-
ning Post.

“Some listed bike manu-

facturers have been late-
comers in joining the bike-  
sharing business,” said 
Wang Chenxi, an analyst 
with Analysys Internatio-
nal, an Internet research 
firm in Beijing. “They are 
more cautious than small, 
private makers and take a 
much longer time to make 
decisions.”

While China’s bike-sha-
ring startups are raking 
in venture capital, it’s not 
translating into stock gains 
for the larger manufactu-
rers. Giant’s shares have 
fallen more than 30 percent 
over the past two years as 
the company reshuffled 
management amid falling 
profits.  Bloomberg
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The relationship 
between 
the central 
government 
and Hong 
Kong is that 
of delegation 
of power, not 
power-sharing.

ZHANG DEJIANG
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 Chan said 
Moody’s 
concern 
for China’s 
economy 
lacked 
objective 
evidence 
because 
growth and 
exports this 
year have 
improved

Daniela Wei

Moody’S Investors 
Service’s decision to 

downgrade Hong Kong’s 
debt rating last week was 
based on “shallow” evi-
dence, Hong Kong Finan-
cial Secretary Paul Chan 
wrote in a blog yesterday.

“The evidence on whi-
ch the ratings company 
mechanically downgra-
ded Hong Kong’s debt 
rating based on the very 
close economic rela-
tionship between Hong 
Kong and the mainland is 
shallow,” Chan wrote in a 
blog on the official website 
of the financial secretary. 
Enhancing cooperation 
with the mainland cannot 
be considered negative as 
China is the main growth 
engine for the global eco-
nomy, he added.

Moody’s cut its rating on 
China’s debt for the first 
time since 1989 last week, 
a challenge to the view 
that the country’s leaders 
can rein in leverage while 
maintaining the pace of 
economic growth. Hours 

Hong Kong Financial Secretary Paul Chan

HKSAR Financial Secretary 
questions Moody’s over debt downgrade
later, the company cut the 
rating on Hong Kong’s lo-
cal- and foreign-currency 
issuances to Aa2 from Aa1, 
and changed the outlook 
to stable from negative. 
It was the territory’s first 
cut in ranking by Moody’s 
since the Asian financial 
crisis in 1998.

“Credit trends in China 
will continue to have a sig-
nificant impact on Hong 
Kong’s credit profile due 
to close and tightening 
economic, financial and 
political linkages with the 
mainland,” Moody’s said 
in its statement. Closer 
financial ties “risk intro-
ducing more direct con-
tagion channels between 
China’s and Hong Kong’s 
financial markets.”

Hong Kong’s govern-
ment said in a statement 
on its website shortly af-
terward that it disagreed 

with the decision by Moo-
dy’s, citing Chan. The ra-
tings company overlooked 
Hong Kong’s “sound eco-

nomic fundamentals, ro-
bust financial regulatory 
regime, resilient banking 
sector and strong fiscal 
position,” the government 
said.

Chan, who was appoin-
ted Hong Kong’s finan-
cial secretary in January, 
expanded on that argu-
ment with his blog post 
yesterday. He said Moo-
dy’s concern for China’s 
economy lacked objective 
evidence because growth 
and exports this year have 
improved, while steel and 
coal oversupply have ea-
sed. In response to Moo-
dy’s “contagion channels” 
worry, Chan said Hong 
Kong’s financial system 
is very stable and it has 
policies in place to impro-
ve risk management for 
mainland-related loans.

The rating firm’s outlook 
cut in March 2016 has 

proven to be “exaggera-
ted” based on economic 
growth since then, Chan 
also wrote. Moody’s cut 
Hong Kong’s outlook to 
negative from stable last 
year because it said the ci-
ty’s credit profile tracked 
China’s. Days earlier, it 
lowered China’s credit-ra-
ting outlook, highlighting 
the country’s surging debt 
burden and questioning 

the government’s ability 
to enact reforms.

China’s currency and 
stocks rallied despite last 
week’s debt-rating down-
grade. The onshore yuan 
strengthened 0.5 percent, 
the biggest weekly gain sin-
ce July 2016. Shanghai’s 
benchmark gauge climbed 
0.6 percent last week, the 
most since the week ended 
April 7. Bloomberg

Annie Lee

China’S third-most 
senior leader has war-
ned the people of Hong 
Kong not to challenge 

the “high degree of autonomy” 
the city has enjoyed since it was 
handed over to Beijing by Britain 
20 years ago.

Outlining plans to consolida-
te Beijing’s power over Hong 
Kong, National People’s Con-
gress Chairman Zhang Dejiang 
in a  speech on Saturday also 
called on the city to enact contro-
versial national security legisla-
tion that has been on hold since 
half a million people flooded the 
streets in opposition in 2003. 
The sweeping legislation wou-
ld outlaw treason, sedition and 
other national threats.

“The relationship between the 
central government and Hong 
Kong is that of delegation of 
power, not power-sharing,” 
Zhang said at the Great Hall 
of the People in Beijing on the 
upcoming 20th anniversary of 
Hong Kong’s handover from Bri-
tain. Calls for self-determination 
or independence for Hong Kong 
were attempts to shun the sove-
reignty enshrined in the Basic 
Law that China has over the city. 
“One cannot turn a blind eye to 
such acts,” he said.

Zhang mentioned areas in whi-

Zhang Dejiang (center) pictured at the Legislative Assembly during this month’s visit to Macau

Zhang Dejiang outlines plans to 
consolidate power over Hong Kong

ch the central government would 
go into further detail to conso-
lidate its hold over Hong Kong, 
including the pace of political 
reform, Beijing’s power over the 
city’s chief executive and its abi-
lity to appoint and dismiss key 
officials.

The Hong Kong special admi-
nistrative region should “stead-
fastly implement the constitutio-
nal obligation of national securi-
ty under the Basic Law,” he said.

China promised to give Hong 
Kong a “high degree of auto-
nomy” before the U.K. relin-

quished control in 1997. On July 
1, Xi Jinping is expected to visit 
the city for the first time as pre-
sident to mark the anniversary of 
the exchange.

The commemoration comes 
against a backdrop of elevated po-
litical tension in Hong Kong. So-
called Occupy protests paralyzed 
parts of the city in 2014 sparked 
by China’s insistence that it would 
vet candidates for the chief execu-
tive post. Many residents of the 
city are still angry over the lack 
of a direct election for their chief 
executive, who is selected by a 

1,194-member committee domi-
nated by China loyalists.

Zhang defined the role of the 
city’s chief executive as “core” in 
his speech. Hong Kong’s former 
No. 2 official, Carrie Lam, was 
elected chief executive in March. 
She won a resounding victory 
among the business and political 
elites who picked the city’s lea-
der, and dispatched an opponent 
more popular with the general 
public. Lam’s inauguration cere-
mony will take place on July 1.

The NPC chairman said Hong 
Kong’s judges and government 

officials should take the lead to 
understand the Basic Law.

The timing of Zhang’s com-
ments are interesting because 
they come as Lam is finalizing 
the list of people she wants in her 
cabinet, Willy Lam, an adjunct 
professor at the Chinese Univer-
sity of Hong Kong, said by phone 
Saturday.

“The speech means Beijing has 
overall jurisdiction and whatever 
privileges Hong Kong people en-
joy are granted by Beijing,” Lam 
said. “The hard-line language is 
laying the groundwork for July 
1 when Xi Jinping is expected to 
visit the city.”  Bloomberg
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China on Friday executed 
a former top police official 

convicted of murder and other 
crimes in a case that attracted 
broad public interest, along 
with accusations of torture and 
abuse of justice from the man’s 
family.

State media reported that 
Zhao Liping was executed after 
his death sentence was upheld 
by the Supreme People’s Court. 
Zhao was also convicted of bri-
be taking and illegal possession 
of firearms.

Zhao, who’d wielded enor-
mous power over his fellow ci-
tizens as police chief of the vast 
Inner Mongolia region, had de-
nied the charges against him.

While state media hailed his 
conviction as a milestone in 
the country’s crackdown on of-
ficials who abuse their powers, 
his brother alleged he’d been 
sentenced in a show trial, rai-
sing issues of justice that are ra-
rely aired in politically sensiti-
ve, often tightly scripted cases.

Zhao was the first ministerial- 
level official to be sentenced to 
death in President Xi Jinping’s 
signature crackdown on cor-
ruption that began in late 2012, 
and his execution was a top 
item on state broadcaster CC-
TV’s main national noon news 
report.

Zhao, 66, had been found gui-
lty of murder after shooting to 
death a 27-year-old woman in 
2015 who was said to have had 
an “intimate relationship” with 
him. Chinese media reports 

Zhao Yifeng displays photos of his 
brother Zhao Liping

Former police official 
convicted of murder 

said Zhao also had burned and 
buried the woman’s body. The 
murder raised speculation that 
Zhao feared she would expose 
him for some unspecified form 
of corruption.

Zhao’s brother, Zhao Yifeng, 
said earlier this year in an inter-
view with The Associated Press 
that interrogators used torture 
to obtain a confession used to 
reach the conviction. Zhao Yi-
feng said that in one session, 
his brother was put through 22 
hours of questioning with his 
chest, arms and legs strapped 
and cuffed to a chair in order 
to immobilize him, kept awake 
throughout and denied medi-
cation for a heart condition. He 
also detailed his accusations in 
a letter to the court.

Executions in China are tradi-
tionally carried out by gunshot, 
although lethal injection has 
also been introduced in recent 
years. China is believed to exe-
cute more prisoners each year 
than the rest of the world com-
bined, although the precise total 
is classified as a state secret. AP

US: Jets conduct unsafe 
intercept of Navy aircraft  

Two Chinese aircraft conduc-
ted an unprofessional inter-

cept of a U.S. Navy surveillance 
aircraft over the South China Sea, 
the Pentagon said Friday, marking 
the second time in about a week 
that the U.S. has complained 
about unsafe Chinese operations 
in the region.

A defense official said one of 
the Chinese J-10 fighter jets flew 
about 200 yards in front of the 
U.S. P-3 aircraft and about 100 
feet above it, doing slow turns. 
The second Chinese fighter remai-
ned about 750 yards off the P-3’s 
right wing. The official wasn’t au-
thorized to discuss the issue pu-
blicly and spoke on condition of 
anonymity.

Navy Cdr. Gary Ross said the 
Navy P-3 Orion was operating in 
international airspace. He said the 
U.S. is reviewing the incident and 
will convey concerns to the Chine-
se.

Last week, U.S. defense offi-
cials said two Chinese SU-30 jets 
conducted an unprofessional in-

tercept of an American radiation- 
sniffing surveillance plane in the 
East China Sea.

Pacific Air Forces spokeswoman 
Lt. Col. Lori Hodge said at the time 
that the Chinese aircraft approa-
ched a WC-135 Constant Phoenix 
aircraft — a modified Boeing C-135 
— conducting a routine mission in 
international airspace in accor-
dance with international law.

The WC-135 crew characterized 
the intercept as unprofessional 
“due to the maneuvers by the Chi-
nese pilot, as well as the speeds 
and proximity of both aircraft,” 
Hodge said.

China denied U.S. accusations 
about last week’s intercept, saying 
its aircraft conducted a safe and 
professional operation.

Defense Ministry spokesman 
Wu Qian said the American plane 
was conducting surveillance over 
the Yellow Sea — the northern part 
of the East China Sea — and that 
the Chinese jets moved to identify 
and verify the plane “in accordan-
ce with laws and regulations.”  AP

ap
 p

h
ot

o



29.05.2017 mon

ASIA-PACIFIC 亞太版 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo12
 

 ad

Masked Kashmiri Muslims hold funeral prayers in absentia for a rebel 
commander and his associate killed in a gunbattle

South Korean navy sailors salute in front of 
the destroyer “Great King Munmu,” which 
will be sent to pirate-infested Somali waters

India imposes security 
lockdown in Kashmir 

South Korea confirms 
fishing crew’s safety 
after hijack scare  

Government forces 
enforced a strict curfew 

in parts of Indian-control-
led Kashmir yesterday, a day 
after the killing of a promi-
nent rebel commander by 
Indian soldiers sparked mas-
sive protests in the disputed 
region.

Armed police and paramili-
tary soldiers patrolled deser-
ted streets and ordered resi-
dents indoors in the region’s 
main city of Srinagar and 
other towns to stop the anti- 
India demonstrations.

Still, thousands of people as-
sembled in the southern Tral 
area to take part in the funeral 
of the rebel leader, Sabzar Ah-
med Bhat, chanting slogans 
calling for Kashmir’s freedom 
from Indian rule.

There were no reports of 
any protests yesterday, which 
marked the beginning of the 
Muslim fasting month of Ra-
madan.

After Bhat and another mili-
tant were killed in a gunbattle 
with soldiers on Saturday, lar-
ge-scale protests and clashes 
erupted across the region, 
leaving one civilian dead and 
dozens of others injured.

South Korea said Saturday that 
it has confirmed the safety of 

crew members from a fishing vessel 
that had lost contact in waters off 
Somalia, prompting Seoul to dispa-
tch a naval unit over fears that the 
vessel had been hijacked by pirates.

Seoul’s Foreign Ministry said it 
planned to “close the case” after the 
vessel’s South Korean captain con-
firmed the safety of his crew in a 
telephone call with a South Korean 
business partner. While officials 
were still gathering details on what 
happened, they were sure that the 
vessel wasn’t hijacked, according to 
a ministry official, who didn’t want 
to be named, citing office rules.

Hours earlier, South Korea’s mili-
tary said it dispatched its anti-piracy 
Cheonghae Unit to the area after the 
234-ton vessel, which had a crew of 
three South Koreans and 18 Indo-
nesians catching squid, lost contact 
after relaying it was being followed 
by a suspected pirate vessel. Upon 
Seoul’s request, patrol aircraft from 
India, Germany and Japan also sear-
ched the area, and South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in ordered re-
lated government agencies and the 
military to “invest full efforts into the 
rescue operation, so that not a single 
life is lost,” according to his office.

Anti-India sentiment 
runs deep among Kash-
mir’s mostly Muslim popu-
lation, and most people the-
re support the rebels’ cause 
against Indian rule despite a 
decades-long military crack-
down to fight the armed re-
bellion.

Separatist leaders who 
challenge India’s sovereign-
ty over Kashmir called for a 
general strike yesterday and 
today.

India and Pakistan adminis-
ter part of Kashmir, but both 
claim the territory in its enti-
rety.

Rebel groups have been fi-

The fishing vessel was registered 
in Mongolia and owned by an ethnic 
Korean businessman living in Sou-
th Africa. The vessel’s captain, chief 
engineer and boatswain were Sou-
th Korean nationals, the Foreign Mi-
nistry said.

Crews from South Korean fishing 
vessels and cargo ships have often 
been targets of Somali pirates.

Recent weeks have seen a resur-
gence of piracy off Somalia’s coast 
after five years of inactivity. The pi-
racy was once a serious threat to the 
global shipping industry but lesse-
ned in recent years after an interna-
tional effort to patrol off the coast.

Some Somali fishermen, including 
former pirates, say foreign ships 
illegally fishing in local waters are 
forcing them to return to piracy to 
make money. AP

ghting since 1989 for Kash-
mir’s independence or mer-
ger with neighboring Pakis-
tan. Nearly 70,000 people 
have been killed in the figh-
ting and the ensuing Indian 
crackdown. India has accu-
sed Pakistan of arming and 
training the rebels, which 
Pakistan denies.

Rebel groups have largely 
been suppressed by Indian 
forces in recent years. Howe-
ver, public opposition to In-
dian rule remains deep and 
is now principally expres-
sed through street protests 
marked by youths hurling sto-
nes at government forces. AP
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Philippine marines walk to the frontline in the continuing assaults to retake control 
of some areas of Marawi city

Jim Gomez, Marawi

Philippine forces found 
the bodies of what appeared 

to be eight executed civilians as 
authorities launched fresh airs-
trikes yesterday to drive mili-
tants linked to the Islamic State 
group out of a besieged southern 
city. The death toll from six days 
of fighting neared 100.

The crisis in Marawi, home 
to some 200,000 people, has 
grown increasingly dire as the 
militants show unexpected te-
nacity, fending off a military that 
has unleashed attack helicop-
ters, armored vehicles and sco-
res of soldiers.

The violence prompted Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte last week 
to declare 60 days of martial 
law in the southern Philippi-
nes, where a Muslim separatist 
rebellion has raged for deca-
des. But the recent bloodshed 
in Marawi has raised fears that 
extremism is growing as smaller 
militant groups unify and align 
themselves with the Islamic Sta-
te group.

Much of the city is a no-go zone, 
but as the military advances and 
more civilians escape, the scope 
of the battle is becoming clear.

Thousands of civilians have 

streamed out of Marawi and 
more than 2,000 were still tra-
pped inside the city. Many sent 
desperate text messages begging 
to be rescued and reporting that 
their homes had been destroyed, 
said Zia Alonto Adiong, an offi-
cial in Lanao del Sur, one of the 
country’s poorest provinces.

“Have mercy on us, we don’t 
have any more water to drink,” 
read one of the messages, sent to 
a hotline set up for trapped resi-
dents.

The Associated Press was 
shown the messages by relief 
workers at a provincial govern-
ment complex in Marawi. Ano-
ther message asked authorities 
to retrieve three bodies that were 
rotting near a resident’s home.

Speaking at the evacuation 
center on yesterday, Saddat 
Liong said his house was hit by 
mortar fire and burned to the 
ground. Liong, his wife and ei-
ght children lost everything, he 
said — even their cooking pots. 
“I feel that we’ve lost our city,” 
he said.

Military spokesman Brig. Gen. 
Restituto Padilla said that com-
bat operations were still going 
on, but that the militants were 
weakening. “We believe they’re 
now low on ammunition and 
food,” he said, speaking by pho-
ne from Manila, the capital. 
“Compared to the initial days, 
there has been increasingly less 
resistance from the militants wi-
thin Marawi.”

Padilla said the bodies of four 
men, three women and a child 
were found near a road close to 
Mindanao State University in 
Marawi. Eight other men were 
found gunned down and thrown 
into a shallow ravine yesterday 
in Marawi’s Emi village, said po-
lice officer Jamail Mangadang. 
A paper sign attached to one of 
the men indicated that the vic-
tims had “betrayed their faith,” 
he said, identifying the men as 
civilians.

Marawi is a mostly Muslim 
city. Mangadang said the eight 
men were bakers and carpenters 
who were evacuating to Iligan, a 
city near Marawi, but were inter-
cepted by the militants. When 

they couldn’t recite verses of the 
Quran because they were Chris-
tians, they were brought to the 
top of a ravine and shot to death, 
Mangadang said, citing the chief 
of a village where the victims li-
ved.

In addition to the civilian dea-
ths, Padilla said 61 militants, 11 
soldiers and four police were 
among the dead.

The violence erupted Tuesday 
night when the government lau-
nched a raid to capture Isnilon 
Hapilon, who is on Washing-
ton’s list of most-wanted ter-
rorists. But the operation went 
awry and militants rampaged 
through the city, torching buil-
dings and battling government 
forces in the streets.

A priest and several worshi-
ppers were taken hostage. There 
was no word on their condition.

Hapilon, an Islamic preacher, 
is a commander of the Abu 
Sayyaf militant group who pled-
ged allegiance to the Islamic Sta-
te group in 2014. He also heads 
an alliance of at least 10 smaller 
militant groups, including the 
Maute, which has a heavy pre-
sence in Marawi and has been 
instrumental in fighting off go-
vernment forces in the current 
battles.

All of the groups are inspired 
by the Islamic State group. De-
fense Secretary Delfin Lorenza-
na told reporters that Hapilon 
has received funds from the Is-
lamic State group.

Washington has offered a USD5 
million reward for information 
leading to Hapilon’s capture. AP

Amy Forlity

HundredS of wo-
men were brought 

from Thailand to the U.S. 
and forced to be “modern 
day sex slaves,” according to 
an indictment unsealed last 
week that charges high-level 
members of what authori-
ties called a sophisticated 
sex-trafficking ring that con-
cealed millions of dollars in 
earnings.

The indictment brings the 
total number of people char-
ged to 38, making it one of 
the largest sex-trafficking 
prosecutions in the U.S., 
said Acting U.S. Attorney 
Gregory Brooker. Authori-
ties say the operation lured 
Thai women to the U.S. with 
promises of a better life, 
then forced them to work as 
prostitutes until they could 
pay off often insurmounta-
ble bondage debts.

Women were rotated 
through several prostitu-
tion houses around the U.S., 
forced to work long hours, 
and “forced to have sex with 
strangers, even if the men 

were abusive,” Brooker said.
The latest indictment goes 

after the money — estima-
ted in the tens of millions 
of dollars — as well as hi-
gh-level members of the 
organization, such as “hou-
se bosses.” It charges 21 
people with various coun-
ts, including conspiracy to 
commit sex trafficking, sex 
trafficking by use of force 
or threats, conspiracy to 
engage in money launde-
ring and operating an unli-
censed money transmitting 
business. It builds upon an 
indictment unsealed in Oc-
tober that charged 17 peo-
ple, some of whom have 
pleaded guilty.

Alex Khu, special agent in 
charge of Homeland Securi-
ty Investigations in Minnea-
polis, said going after the 
enterprise’s finances was 
important.

“We hit them hard,” Khu 
said. “It was a gut punch.”

Khu’s agency discovered 
the international ring after 
it began looking into a sex-
trafficking case in the Twin 
Cities in 2014. Former Min-

nesota U.S. Attorney Andy 
Luger had made sex traffi-
cking a priority and traveled 
to Thailand as part of the 
investigation. Luger was 
among the U.S. attorneys 
forced to resign in March, 
but prosecutors in the offi-
ce have continued working 
this case, approaching it as 
they would an organized 
crime network.

The conspiracy began in 
2009, according to the in-
dictment, with organizers 
bringing poor women who 
spoke little English from 
Bangkok to several U.S. ci-
ties, including Los Angeles, 
Chicago, Las Vegas, Phoe-
nix, Minneapolis, Washin-
gton, Houston and Dallas. 
The organization threate-
ned to harm the women’s 
families in Thailand if they 
escaped.

“The victims were isolated. 
They typically did not have 
the ability to choose who 
they have sex with, what sex 
transactions they would en-
gage in, or when they would 
have sex,” the indictment 
said.

The women were forced 
to turn over most of the 
money they earned, plus 
pay for rent, food and per-
sonal items, making it al-
most impossible to repay 
their debts, the indictments 
say. They also were often 
encouraged to get breast 
implants, and the surgery 
costs were added to their 
debt.

Panida Rzonca, direc-
ting attorney with the Thai 
Community Development 
Center in Los Angeles, 
told the story of one victim 
who left her family in Thai-
land to get a massage job in 
the U.S. Upon arrival, her 
passport was taken away 
and she was told she would 
have to pay USD35,000. It 
wasn’t until her trafficker 
took her to buy lingerie 
that she discovered she was 
really brought to the U.S. 
for commercial sex. The 
woman eventually escaped, 
Rzonca said.

Twenty of the people char-
ged in the latest indictment 
were arrested Wednesday, 
with one person remaining 
at-large. Authorities said 
active prostitution houses 
were shut down, and some 
additional victims were 
found.

Those arrested include 
house bosses who allegedly 
ran day-to-day operations, 
including advertising, 
scheduling sex buyers, and 
ensuring that a portion of 
cash made by victims was 

routed back to traffickers to 
pay down bondage debts. 
The arrested also included 
alleged money launderers.

As part of the money laun-
dering scheme, the women 
were forced to open bank 
accounts in the U.S. that 
the organization controlled 
and used to hide proceeds. 
The organization also re-
cruited people to bring 
large sums of cash to Thai-
land or hid cash in items 
sent to Thailand, such as 
clothing or dolls. Cash was 
also sent to Thailand throu-
gh international wire trans-
fers and hawala-based sys-
tems, the indictment said.

One of the bosses of the 
organization was arrested 
in the first phase of the in-
vestigation and is in custo-
dy in Belgium. Authorities 
are working to extradite her 
to the U.S., Khu said.

The leaders of the ring 
based in Bangkok — who 
are identified in the indict-
ment as Individual A and 
Individual B — are belie-
ved to be in Thailand and 
are at-large. AP

Philippines pounds militants 
as civilians found shot dead 

Charges: Sex traffickers took hundreds from Thailand to US 

 The 
women were 
forced to 
open bank 
accounts 
in the U.S. 
that the 
organization 
controlled 
and used 
to hide 
proceeds

 Thousands 
of civilians 
have streamed 
out of Marawi 
and more than 
2,000 were still 
trapped inside 
the city
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Trump calls first trip abroad 
‘home run’ as challenges await 
Jonathan Lemire, Julie Pace

Pr e S i d e n t 
Donald Trump 
on Saturday said 
his maiden trip 

abroad was a “home run” 
and he vowed to overco-
me the threat of terrorism, 
concluding a grueling fi-
ve-stop sprint that ended 
with the promise of an 
imminent decision on the 
much-discussed Paris cli-
mate accord.

Trump ended his nine-
day trip with a speech to 
U.S. troops in Sicily, whe-
re he recounted his visits 
to Saudi Arabia, Israel, 
Belgium and Italy and his 
work to counter terro-
rism. The president said 
recent terrorist attacks in 
Manchester, England and 
Egypt underscored the 
need for the U.S. to “de-
feat terrorism and protect 
civilization.”

“Terrorism is a threat, 
bad threat to all of huma-
nity,” Trump said, stan-
ding in front of a massive 
American flag at Naval Air 
Station Sigonella. “And 
together we will overcome 
this threat. We will win.”

Trump tweeted earlier 
in the day that he wou-
ld make a final decision 
next week on whether to 
withdraw from the clima-
te pact. European leaders 
he met with at the Group 
of 7 summit in Sicily have 
been pressuring Trump to 
stay in the accord, arguing 
that America’s leadership 
on climate is crucial.

Besides reaching a de-
cision on the climate 
agreement once back in 
Washington, Trump will 
also face a new crush of 
Russia-related contro-
versies. On Friday, the 
Washington Post reported 
that Trump’s son-in-law 
and senior adviser Jared 
Kushner spoke with Rus-
sia’s ambassador to the 
U.S. about setting up se-
cret communications with 
Moscow.

Trump held no news 
conferences during the ni-
ne-day trip, which allowed 
him to avoid questions 
about the Russia investi-
gations. His top economic 
and national security ad-
visers refused to answer 
questions about Kushner 
during a press briefing Sa-
turday.

The White House had 
hoped to use Trump’s fi-
ve-stop trip as a moment 

to reset. The president 
was warmly received on 
his opening stops in Saudi 
Arabia and Israel, though 
he has come under more 
pressure in Europe, par-
ticularly over the Paris 
accord.

Trump was cajoled for 
three days — first in Brus-
sels at meetings of NATO 
and the European Union, 
then in Sicily for G-7 — 
but will leave Italy without 
making clear where he 
stands.

As the G-7 summit came 
to a close Saturday, the six 
other members — Britain, 
France, Germany, Italy, 
Canada and Japan — re-
newed their commitment 
to the accord. The sum-
mit’s communique noted 
that the Trump adminis-
tration would take more 
time to consider whether 
it will remain committed 
to the 2015 Paris deal to 
rein in greenhouse gas 

emissions.
Backing out of the cli-

mate accord had been a 
central plank of Trump’s 
campaign and aides have 
been exploring whether 
they can adjust the fra-
mework of the deal even if 
they don’t opt out entirely. 
Other G-7 nations leaned 
heavily on Trump to stay 
in the climate deal, with 
German Chancellor Ange-
la Merkel saying “we put 
forward very many argu-
ments.”

The president’s trip has 
largely gone off without 
a major misstep, with the 
administration touting 
the president’s efforts to 
birth a new coalition to 
fight terrorism, while ad-
monishing partners in an 
old alliance to pay their 
fair share.

“I think we hit a home 
run no matter where we 
are,” Trump told the sol-
diers. He also touted his 
meetings with NATO 
members, adding, “We’re 
behind NATO all the way.” 
He reiterated a renewed 
commitment by NATO 
members to spend more 
on defense.

Trump was referring to 
a vow by NATO countries 
to move toward spending 
2 percent of their gross 
domestic product on de-
fense by 2024. Only five 
of NATO’s 28 members 
meet the target: Britain, 
Estonia, debt-laden Gree-
ce, Poland and the United 
States, which spends more 
on defense than all the 
other allies combined.

“The U.S. is currently 
paying much more than 
any other nation and that 

is not fair to the United 
States or the United Sta-
tes taxpayer. So we’re 
working on it and I will 

tell you, a big difference 
over the last year, money 
is actually starting to pour 
into NATO from countries 
that would not have been 
doing what they’re doing 
now had I not been elec-
ted, I can tell you that. 
Money is starting to pour 
in,” Trump said, echoing a 
tweet earlier Saturday on 
the subject.

There is no evidence that 
money has begun to “pour 
in” and countries do not 
pay the U.S. or NATO di-
rectly. But Germany, for 
instance, has been increa-
sing its defense spending 
with the goal of reaching 
the 2 percent target by 
2024.

After the pomp of pre-
sidential travel overseas, 
Trump will return to 
Washington and many 
of the problems he left 
behind.

As a newly appointed 

special counsel is be-
ginning to investigate 
links between the Trump 
campaign and Russian 
officials, Kushner has be-
come a focus of the probe. 
Kushner’s lawyer said he 
will cooperate with inves-
tigators.

James Comey, the for-
mer FBI director who led 
the Russian probe until 
Trump abruptly fired him, 
is still expected to testi-
fy before Congress about 
memos he kept on con-
versations with the pre-
sident that involved the 
investigation. Meanwhile, 
the search for a new FBI 
director continues.

And Trump’s policy 
agenda has run into pro-
blems. The GOP health 
care bill that passed the 
House faces uncertain 
prospects in the Senate af-
ter a Congressional Budget 
Office analysis that it wou-
ld leave 23 million more 
Americans uninsured by 
2026. The president’s bu-
dget was widely criticized 
for deep cuts to safety net 
programs. And some are 
starting to question the 
chances for Trump’s pled-
ge to overhaul the U.S. tax 
code. AP

 Trump held 
no news 
conferences 
during the 
nine-day 
trip, which 
allowed him 
to avoid 
questions 
about the 
russia 
investigations
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TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:50
17:10
17:50
18:40
19:40
20:30
21:00
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:05
00:40

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPi Live    
Revenge Sr 2    
Now Generation (Repeated)    
Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)   
Soap Opera    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Sports    
Now Generation    
TDM News    
Champions League Highlights
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live 

cinema
cineteatro
29 may 

alIen: covenant
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: ridley scott
starring: Michael fassbender, Katherine waterston   
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 122min

get out
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director: Jordan Peele
starring: Daniel Kaluuya, allison williams, bradley whitford   
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 104min

baywatch
room 3
2:30, 4:45, 9:30pm
Director: seth gordon
starring:  Dwayne Johnson, Zac efron, alexandra 
Daddario  
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 116min

the cIrcle
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm
Director: James Ponsoldt
starring: tom hanks, emma watson, John boyega  
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 110min

macau tower
11 may - 29 may

alIen: covenant
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30pm
Director: ridley scott
starring: Michael fassbender, Katherine waterston   
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 122min

what’s ON ...

“Exhibition of MEMbErs’ Artworks of Yu 
un ChinEsE CAlligrAphErs And pAintErs 
AssoCiAtion of MACAo”
tiME: 9am-7pm
until: June 25, 2017
AdMission: Free
VEnuE:  Chun Chou Tong Pavilion of Lou Lim Ioc 
Garden
EnquiriEs: (853) 8399 6699 

kung fu pAndA AdVEnturE iCE world - iCE 
world Exhibition 
tiME: 11am -8pm (Last admission at 7:30pm)
until: July 9, 2017 
VEnuE: The Venetian Macao, Cotai Expo Hall F 
(temperature is -8ºc inside the venue, thus hooded 
coats will be provided free of charge in limited 
quantities and sizes for children and adults) 
AdMission: MOP120 (for one adult and one child 
aged 3 to 12), 
                    MOP312 (for three family members and 
one child aged 3 or above) 
Enquiries: (853) 2882 8818

MACAo Artist soCiEtY Youth CoMMittEE 
MEMbEr’s Exhibition 2017
tiME: 11am-10pm 
until: June 25, 2107 
VEnuE: Lakeside Gallery – S1 Room, Anim’ Arte 
Nam Van 
AdMission: Free
EnquiriEs: (853) 2836 6866

MonkEY king
tiME: 8pm daily (No performances on Thursdays)
VEnuE: Sands Cotai Theatre 
AdMission: MOP420, MOP520, MOP780, 
MOP1080, MOP1580  
EnquiriEs: (853) 2882 8818

forMEr hoME of rEVolutionArY lEAdEr YE 
ting
tiME: 10am-6pm daily (Except Wednesdays, open 
on public holidays) 
VEnuE: 76, Rua Almirante Costa Cabral 
AdMission: Free 
EnquiriEs: (853) 8399 6699

this day in history

As the coal industry has fallen on lean times, fewer freight 
trains are rumbling through West Virginia.

Some Appalachian towns, like Matoaka, no longer see the 
long chains of coal cars that used to come through every few 
hours.

The major railroads here, Norfolk Southern and CSX, have 
shed personnel and idled equipment, cutting overhead while 
continuing to post profits.

But following a steep drop in the state’s coal production last 
year, 2017 is seeing a mining uptick.

And the big railroads are expressing measured optimism, 
with more diversity in the freight they haul, the ongoing de-
mand for coal to make electricity, and no plans to blow the 
last lonely whistle in these mountains.

 

Offbeat

coal trains fewer as appalachian 
railroads keep rolling  

Thirty-nine Juventus football fans have died during 
rioting at the European Cup Final in Brussels.

The tragedy occured when a wall collapsed in the sta-
dium and crushed Juventus fans as they tried to escape 
Liverpool supporters. The two sets of supporters had 
spent the day drinking in the Belgian city and had arri-
ved at the Heysel stadium waving flags and chanting.

But shortly before kick off the atmosphere turned 
violent and Liverpool supporters stampeded through a 
thin line of police towards the rival fans.

As the Juventus fans retreated a wall collapsed under 
the pressure and fans were crushed and trampled to 
death in the panic.

Police at the scene were unable to contain the violen-
ce and riot police were called in to calm the situation. 
As the full extent of the tragedy unfolded the Red Cross 
moved in to treat the injured in tents set up at the sce-
ne. A priest was also called to give the Last Rites.

There were 58,000 fans in the ground and, as well 
as the dead, over 350 were injured. Despite protests 
from both team managers the game went ahead with 
Juventus winning 1-0 thanks to a second half penalty.

Trouble had been reported since the two sets of fans 
arrived in the city. There were reports of stabbings and 
police numbers were dramatically increased to sepa-
rate the fans.

Courtesy BBC news

1985 fans die in heysel rioting

in context
Within days, and with the backing of Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, 
English teams were banned from competing in Europe by the FA and then 
Uefa.
“We have to get the game cleaned up from this hooliganism at home and 
then perhaps we shall be able to go overseas again” Mrs Thatcher said.
All English teams were banned for five years apart from Liverpool who 
were banned for six.
Fourteen Liverpool fans were given three-year sentences - half the terms 
were suspended - after being found guilty of involuntary manslaughter at 
a five-month trial in Belgium in 1989.
Violence in football grounds has been largely eliminated thanks to closed 
circuit TV, seating in stadiums, segregation of rival fans and the banning 
of alcohol. 
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across: 1- Leopardlike cat; 7- Gave grub; 10- Lopsided victory; 14- “West Side 
Story” Oscar winner; 15- ___ Lingus; 16- Inventor Rubik; 17- Pollen producer; 
18- Altdorf’s canton; 19- Actor Estrada; 20- Rule of a prince; 23- Foundation; 
26- Shoebox marking; 27- “Exodus” actor Sal; 28- Affirm; 29- Choose; 30- Ages; 
31- Variety of rummy; 33- ___ de cologne; 34- Fallen space station; 37- Hobby 
shop buy; 38- “You’ve got mail” co.; 39- AOL alternative; 40- Fury; 41- Hearst 
kidnap grp.; 42- Circle of flowers; 43- Monetary unit of Mozambique; 45- ___ 
Kapital; 46- Affirmative reply; 47- Child’s plea; 48- Introduction; 51- Ran into; 
52- Moral principle; 53- Cultivation of forests; 56- Et ___; 57- City in GA; 58- With 
extremeness; 62- Tolstoy and Gorcey; 63- Classical beginning; 64- Newspaper 
executive; 65- Gds.; 66- Compass reading; 67- Break;
 
Down: 1- Mantric syllables; 2- Camp bed; 3- Division of geologic time; 4- 
Monetary unit of Honduras; 5- Lulus; 6- 
Singer Braxton; 7- Tap; 8- Causing goose 
bumps; 9- Faucet fault; 10- Land, as a fish; 
11- Senator Hatch; 12- Bring together; 
13- Capital of Japan; 21- Kathmandu 
native; 22- Quantity; 23- Supports; 24- 
Be of use; 25- Actress Berger; 29- Siouan 
speakers; 30- Moves with care; 32- Italian 
sausage; 33- Clown Kelly; 34- Book after 
Jonah; 35- Teheran native; 36- Museum 
artifact; 44- Jaundiced; 45- Contrive; 46- 
Egg yolk; 48- Sacred song; 49- Irritated; 
50- Mixed bags; 51- Tones down; 52- 
Wear down; 54- Tins; 55- Consumer; 
59- Parisian season; 60- ___ Angeles; 61- 
Decade divs.; 

THE BoRn LoSER by Chip SansomYoUR STARS
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Friday’s solution

CRoSSWoRDS USEFUL TELEPHonE nUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
commission against 
corruption (ccac) 28326 300
IacM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIn Max conDItIon

chIna

worlD

11
17
18
14
16

cloudy/drizzle
cloudy/clear
clear/cloudy

moderate rain/drizzle
drizzle/moderate rain

22
9
21
15
21
9
21
24
15
20
21
19
19
24
22
25

27
24
26
29
29
21
30
32
27
33
32
33
32
29
33
29

23
32
32
22
22

overcast
clear

overcast/cloudy
clear

overcast/shower
shower

overcast
overcast

cloudy/clear
clear/cloudy

clear
clear/cloudy

clear
drizzle/cloudy

cloudy
cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You’ve come to a long-anticipated 
crossroads in one of your 
relationships, and things could 
change significantly - depending, 
of course, on how you treat 
today’s dramas.

April 20-May 20
Today, pay attention to the people on 
the fringes of your social circle - the 
folks everyone else gossips about. 
These people might not be suitable 
role models for you, but what they 
represent is important.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
There’s no such thing as a 
dumb question! If you’re feeling 
uncomfortable or unsure about 
something today, you owe it to yourself 
and those who depend on you to ask 
some questions of the people in charge.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Try not to be too suspicious of 
someone who has been paying a 
lot of attention to you lately. Why 
do you doubt their interest in you? 
No strings are attached, so stop 
worrying.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Your status within your group at 
work or school is on a huge upswing, 
which will create a lot of positive 
energy around you. Everyone will 
want to be near you, get some time 
with you.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Put a little more energy into 
staying current - you need to 
learn more about what’s going on. 
This could apply to news events, 
pop culture, politics, sports or 
even just your inner social circle!

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Your famous sense of fairness 
and equality is stronger than ever 
today, and it could cause you to 
speak up despite your discomfort. 
Who cares if you draw attention to 
yourself?

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Some real heat has been growing 
between you and another person, but it 
might not be exactly the kind you were 
hoping for. Be open to all possibilities, 
because you still have a lot to gain from 
building this relationship.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Speak up and don’t be shy today! 
Withdrawing into your own 
world will only leave you bored, 
not relaxed. Your communication 
skills are especially strong right 
now.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You’ve been so good for so long that 
it’s high time you did something 
a bit naughty! Call up one of your 
more mischievous friends and 
make a plan together. Expanding 
your horizons is highly favored.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
The beauty you see in someone else’s 
romance is completely an illusion. 
What you’re experiencing right now 
is a classic grass-is-greener situation, 
and you are wasting your energy on 
being jealous. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
It doesn’t matter how well you 
are (or are not) getting along with 
your family right now - you need 
to get in touch with one or two 
older relatives you haven’t seen 
in a while.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Surprise wins at 
Dragon Boat races

the Monte Carlo Sports Club and the association of 
Macao Youth Development (AMYD) placed first in their 
respective categories of the dragon Boat races yester-

day at the Nam van Nautical Center.
The two teams performed exceptionally in this year’s edition 
of the local 500-meter boat race for large boats, as well as the 
Open and Ladies categories.
Racing in lane 2 for the Ladies Category grand final, the AMYD 
team surpassed competitors from Team MgM and galaxy Pearl 
to achieve an impressive win, with MgM placing second and 
galaxy Pearl third.
In the Open Category, the Monte Carlo team clinched a surprise 
victory despite their theoretical disadvantage of racing in lane 1.
While spectators expected a fierce battle between reigning 
champions Fire Services (CB) and SJM’s golden Jubilee team, 
with Team MgM as another strong contender, it was Monte Car-
lo that astonished in the last meters of the race, crossing the line 
millimeters ahead of the CB team in an impressive final perfor-
mance.
The CB team settled for second place, with SJM’s golden Ju-
bilee team coming in third – a bittersweet achievement for the 
latter, who had been in the lead until the race’s final moments.
On Saturday, four winners of the 200-meter small boats race – 
the CB, MgM, PSP-B and University of Macau-a teams – were 
crowned in the Open, Ladies, Public Entities and Universities 
categories, respectively. RM
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Jerome Pugmire, Monaco

SeBaStian Vettel beat 
his Ferrari teammate 
Kimi Raikkonen to win 
the Monaco Grand Prix 

yesterday and comfortably ex-
tend his lead at the top of the 
standings to 25 points.

It was the four-time F1 cham-
pion’s third win of the season 
and 45th of his career, as well as 
Ferrari’s first in Monaco since 
Michael Schumacher — Vettel’s 
childhood idol — in 2001.

“Unbelievable. It was a very 
tense race,” Vettel said. “It’s 
very, very special to win here. 
We’re going to have a very fun 
night.”

Red Bull’s Daniel Ricciardo fi-
nished third, ahead of Mercedes 
driver Valtteri Bottas.

It was a bad weekend for Mer-
cedes, with Lewis Hamilton 
— who is second behind Vettel 
in the standings — finishing se-
venth after starting from 13th 
following a poor qualifying ses-
sion.

Vettel let out a whoop of deli-
ght and thanked his team in Ita-
lian after crossing the finish line 
with bright sunshine gleaming 
off the famed red of Ferrari. As 

the German national anthem 
played, Vettel stood atop the po-
dium with his eyes closed as he 
sang along.

Red Bull’s Max Verstappen 
was fifth, ahead of Spanish dri-
ver Carlos Sainz Jr.

Raikkonen started from pole 
position for the first time in nine 
years, with Vettel joining him on 

the front row.
Both made a clean start, with 

Vettel holding off Bottas hea-
ding into the first corner.

After Raikkonen and Bottas 
had come in for a tire change a 
few laps earlier, Vettel changed 
halfway through the 78-lap race.

When he came back out, Vettel 
was in front of Raikkonen whi-

le Ricciardo — second here last 
year — had jumped ahead of Bo-
ttas.

It seemed to be a case of the 
Ferrari team giving preferential 
treatment to Vettel, because it 
looked like Raikkonen came in 
too early.

“I got the bad end of the story 
today,” Raikkonen said. “It’s 

still second place but it doesn’t 
count a lot in my books at least.”

Vettel sympathized.
“I came out ahead of Kimi and 

I was surprised myself, but I’ll 
take it,” Vettel said. “We get 
along well and I can understand 
Kimi’s not totally happy today. 
I can understand why he’s up-
set. Obviously it’s a bad surpri-
se when somebody comes out 
ahead.”

Whatever the strategy was, 
Ferrari will not mind after se-
curing maximum points and 
seeing Mercedes fail to make the 
podium.

The race was held up for a few 
laps near the end after German 
driver Pascal Wehrlein crashed 
near the tunnel.

British driver Jenson Button — 
back for one race only — appea-
red to cause the clash, edging his 
McLaren too close to Wehrlein’s 
Sauber as they turned toward 
the tunnel entry.

The nose of Button’s car fli-
pped Wehrlein’s car onto its 
side and up against the barrier. 
The German driver appeared 
unharmed and jumped out mo-
ments later.

With the drivers trundling 
behind the safety car, Marcus 
Ericsson somehow crashed his 
Sauber and McLaren’s Stoffel 
Vandoorne imitated him mo-
ments later.

The safety car came out again 
briefly with a handful of laps to 
go after Russian Daniil Kvyat 
became the latest to lose control 
of his car in a frantic finish to 
the race. AP

Removing the re-
cord seventh FA Cup 

winner’s medal from his 
pocket, Arsene Wen-
ger was gratified and yet 
apprehensive.

“For once I have kept 
my medal,” said the Arse-
nal manager, who usually 
gives them away to staff 
members. “So that means 
it’s a special night for me.”

And maybe his last ni-
ght managing an Arsenal 
team.

Even after beating 
Chelsea 2-1 in the final 
on Saturday, Wenger in-
dicated he has to stew 
until Tuesday’s board 
meeting before discove-
ring whether his 21-year 
reign will be extended 
by the record 13-time FA 

Cup winners.
Owner Stan Kroenke 

told The Associated Press 
earlier in the season he 
remained “very high on 
Arsene.” Unsurprisingly, 
Wenger is anxious about 
publicly discussing whe-
ther he expects the nor-
th London club to offer a 
new contract.

“I don’t think I can 
answer that question,” 
Wenger said, “at the mo-
ment.”

Aaron Ramsey, who 
scored the winning goal 
to deny English Premier 
League champion Chel-
sea a double, certainly 
hopes there isn’t change 
in the dugout.

“I’m happy for the ma-
nager,” Ramsey said on 
the Wembley Stadium 
pitch. “Hopefully he will 
be here next season.”

The fan base certain-
ly seems more divided, 
with Wenger bemoaning 
the “very hostile environ-
ment” created by some 

fans demanding his re-
moval.

“It’s down to the board 
members if I am the ri-
ght man to lead this club 
further,” the 67-year-old 
Frenchman said. “It’s 
not about popularity, it’s 

about competence.”
Perhaps more compe-

tent leadership would 
have cleared up far soo-
ner whether Wenger was 
staying. Delivering the 
FA Cup three times in 
four seasons has papered 
over some of the cracks 
as Arsenal has repeatedly 
come up short in the Pre-
mier League and Europe.

The Gunners were eli-
minated from the Cham-
pions League for the se-

venth consecutive season 
in the last 16. And they 
won’t even be back among 
Europe’s elite in Septem-
ber after finishing fifth in 
the Premier League; the 
lowest finish since Wen-
ger took charge in 1996.

And yet Arsenal still en-
ded the campaign with a 
cup victory that Wenger 
puts on a par with his last 
Premier League success 
in the unbeaten 2003-04 
season.  MDT/AP

Vettel wins Monaco GP ahead 
of Ferrari teammate Raikkonen

FOOTBaLL 

Wenger collects record 7th FA Cup

Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger (right) celebrates his team’s victory
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Chinese law professor, government 
CritiC, silenCed  

One of the Chinese government’s most vocal criti-
cs is finally falling silent. He Weifang told The Asso-
ciated Press Friday that he would no longer publish 
on social media after authorities repeatedly shut 
down his personal blog, his Weibo microblog and 
two WeChat accounts.

He, a famed law professor at elite Peking Univer-
sity and key defender of imprisoned Chinese Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate Liu Xiaobo, is the latest public 
intellectual to throw in the towel in President Xi 
Jinping’s China. Over the past half-decade, freedom 

of speech and other civil liberties have been rolled 
back while a radical movement devoted to the Peo-
ple’s Republic’s authoritarian founder Mao Zedong 
has flourished. “I feel utterly helpless,” He said by 
telephone. “It’s as if I’m not allowed to make a single 
sound.”

He attracted a massive following in Chinese inte-
llectual circles over the past decade for his prolific 
writings on everything from social ills to architectu-
re, but especially for his languid but trenchant es-
says on rule of law and politics.

45-65
Moderate

70-100
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Trump Is rIghT, germany’s 
carmakers are downrIghT evIl

When they want Donald Trump to grasp a 
topic, his advisers have learned to keep things 
simple. Visual aids help.

Unfortunately, global economic imbalances 
- the massive trade deficits of the U.S. and 
U.K. and surpluses of Germany and China - 
are complicated and intractable. No matter, 
Trump has found a simplistic way to frame the 
problem: Americans buy lots of German cars, 
whereas mean Germans don’t buy many from 
the U.S. Ergo, the overall U.S. trade deficit 
with Germany was about USD65 billion last 
year. And deficits are bad.

Germany’s auto industry makes an odd tar-
get for several reasons, as I’ll explain below. 
Regardless, on Thursday Trump warmed to his 
theme: ‘“Look at the millions of cars that they 
sell in the U.S. Terrible. We’re going to stop 
that,” he said, according to German media. 
“The Germans are bad, very bad.”

Let’s leave aside basic economics for a se-
cond, which is pretty clear about the advanta-
ges for a country in specializing in an industry. 
If selling lots of cars is somehow a hallmark of 
low morals, the Germans are unquestionably 
evil. Last year German manufacturers sold 1.3 
million cars in the U.S., whereas U.S. brands 
sold about half a million in Germany (the latter 
is of course a much smaller market).  

Trump’s Manichean view of global auto sales 
doesn’t withstand much further probing thou-
gh. Nowadays, cars are often made where 
they’re sold. German carmakers have quadru-
pled yearly production in the U.S. to 850,000 
units since 2009. About 40 percent are sold 
locally.

Similarly, many American vehicles sold in 
Germany are built there by Ford and General 
Motors Co’s Opel brand. So a more pertinent 
question might be to ask GM’s CEO Mary Bar-
ra why she’s having to retreat from Europe by 
selling Opel.

GM has suffered about $9 billion in losses 
in Europe in just seven years. So an Ameri-
can manufacturer has had unfettered access 
to Germany’s car market, and failed. As the 
German foreign minister says, U.S. carmakers 
should “build better cars”.

Trump’s own buying choices have reflected 
this reality. His timing is also odd. Volkswagen 
AG’s U.S. sales plummeted 8 percent last year 
after the dieselgate scandal. BMW AG is doing 
even worse. Its U.S. sales fell 10 percent last 
year, as consumers stopped buying sedans 
and started buying trucks and SUVs.

Plus BMW is a net exporter of cars from the 
U.S. If Trump were consistent, he would be a 
BMW fan. Mercedes and VW remain net im-
porters to the U.S., according to Barclays, but 
both are investing heavily in American produc-
tion.

Which brings me to my final point. You can’t 
have a big trade surplus unless you’re a net 
exporter of capital. Years of wage restraint, 
coupled with an aging society, have led to a 
huge surplus of German savings, some of whi-
ch flow to the U.S.

Rather than targeting German autos with ta-
riffs, Trump would have a far stronger case in 
urging the miserly Germans to cut taxes and 
boost investment. That might encourage more 
domestic purchases of U.S. goods.

There are limits, though. Even if you gave 
Germans a raise, it’s doubtful many would rush 
out to buy a Ford, Jeep or Buick. Like trade 
deficits, buying habits die hard.

World views 
Chris Bryant

InDonesIa Lawmakers 
should expedite the 
passage of revised 
anti-terrorism laws that 
give police more power, 
President Joko Widodo 
said after twin suicide 
attacks in the capital 
last week killed three 
policemen.

MyanMar was supposed 
to turn away from China 
and toward the West 
when the United States 
helped the Southeast asian 
country make the transition 
to a civilian government 
after five decades of military 
rule. Instead, the opposite 
is happening. More on FT

srI lanKa rescuers 
yesterday pulled out more 
bodies that were buried by 
enormous mudslides as 
the death toll in the disaster 
climbed to 151, with 111 
others missing. although 
the weather has cleared, 
more rains are forecast 
for today, threatening to 
bring further misery to over 
100,000 people displaced 
in western and southern 
regions of the island nation 
that were lashed by two 
days of torrential rains.

InDIa government forces 
enforced a strict curfew in 
parts of Indian-controlled 
Kashmir yesterday, 
a day after the killing 
of a prominent rebel 
commander by Indian 
soldiers sparked massive 
protests in the disputed 
region. More on p12

PolanD’s  popular pro-
democracy movement 
has elected a new leader 
amid signs of waning and 
controversies surrounding 
the finances of its previous 
chairman.

sPaIn’s minority 
government has cobbled 
together enough support 
from opposition parties in 
Parliament to pass its 2017 
budget. Prime Minister 
Mariano rajoy required 
just one additional vote to 
obtain a majority of 176 and 
that was granted by Nueva 
Canarias, a regional party of 
Spain’s Canary Islands.

Simone Iglesias

Flailing in yet another 
political crisis, Brazil is 

once more looking to its jud-
ges for salvation. This time, 
they could determine the fate 
of its president, Michel Temer.

On June 6, Brazil’s top elec-
toral court, the TSE, is due to 
resume its judgment of the 
2014 election campaign that 
could see Temer ousted from 
office. Aides say the president 
is determined to resist such 
an outcome. After playing a 
key role throughout last year’s 
impeachment of President 
Dilma Rousseff, Brazil’s judi-
ciary finds itself in the eye of 
the storm once more, caught 
between the opposing de-
mands of the public and the 
government.

Allies of the Temer admi-
nistration would consider 
an adverse court ruling as an 
“honorable exit” for a presi-
dent sinking in a quagmire of 
corruption allegations, prefe-
rable to either impeachment 
or trial by the Supreme Court. 
But the president himself is 
working to avoid defeat at the 
TSE, according to three aides 
- including two cabinet mi-
nisters - who were not autho-
rized to speak on the record 
because of the delicate subject 
matter. The presidential press 
office declined to comment 
for this story.

The TSE will judge whether 
the 2014 election campaign, 

won by Rousseff with Temer 
as her vice-president, bene-
fited from illegal donations. 
If the court rules that it did, 
Temer may be stripped of the 
presidency. Even though he 
could appeal, prominent go-
vernment allies have hinted 
that an unfavorable ruling 
could prompt them to jump 
ship.

“We think that the judgment 
of the TSE will be an impor-
tant date,” said Tasso Jereis-
sati, the leader of the PSDB 
to the O Globo newspaper on 
Thursday. “Let’s see what ha-
ppens on the 6th.”

Temer’s team is working on 
a scenario whereby one of the 
judges would request more 
time to analyze the case, or 
else hold Rousseff solely res-
ponsible for any wrongdoing 
while exonerating Temer, 
according to one presidential 
aide. If, however, the court 
appears minded to condemn 
them both as June 6 approa-
ches, the president will try to 
have the judgement postpo-

ned, the aide said.
But that’s not going to be 

straightforward due to a lack 
of effective communication 
between the presidential pa-
lace and the court, said two 
people with direct knowledge 
of the TSE. Over the past few 
days there has been no dia-
logue between Temer’s team 
and Gilmar Mendes, the pre-
sident of the TSE, according 
to one of the two people, who 
is linked to the president’s 
defense lawyers. Mendes 
usually converses frequently 
with politicians.

Oscar Vilhena, a legal scho-
lar and director of Sao Paulo’s 
FGV law school, said that the-
re is pressure on the judges 
to push back the date of the 
ruling.

“It’s unacceptable that jud-
ges should be pressured, but 
that doesn’t stop legal argu-
ments from the defense being 
presented in a robust way,” 
he said. “It appears that these 
two things are happening at 
the same time.” Bloomberg

BrazIL

Judges called on to clean 
up political mess, again

The entertainers. Soldiers of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Macau Garrison perform for teachers 
and students during an activity to greet the upcoming International Children’s Day at the Keang Peng School 

primary school.
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A barricade burns during protests outside of the national Congress
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