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security under 
assessment 

5g networks still 
being reviewed 

Casinos submitted reports 
about their security 
arrangements, the gambling 
regulator confirmed

The establishment of 5G 
networks is expected 
to change the telecom 
landscape  P7

rodman 
gives kim 
the gift 
of trump

South China Sea 
Vietnam urged China 
yesterday to take 
responsible and 
constructive actions in 
the disputed South China 
Sea following a Pentagon 
report that highlighted 
Beijing’s military buildup 
in the strategic waters. 
The Vietnamese Foreign 
Ministry said the country 
had a legal basis and 
historical evidence to 
affirm its sovereignty 
over the Spratly and 
Paracel islands. 
More on p11

Cambodia Prosecutors 
in the U.N.-backed trial of 
two leaders of Cambodia’s 
former Khmer Rouge 
regime on charges of 
genocide and other 
crimes called yesterday 
for life imprisonment 
as the only appropriate 
punishment. The Khmer 
Rouge has been blamed 
for the deaths of 1.7 million 
Cambodians during its 
1975-79 rule. The current 
trial began in October 
2014.

indoneSia Authorities 
say they arrested two 
suspected wildlife 
smugglers after a raid on a 
port warehouse in Sumatra 
uncovered more than 200 
pangolins, many of them 
dead from stress and 
dehydration.

PakiStan’s prime 
minister yesterday denied 
allegations of corruption 
and money laundering 
during a nearly three-hour 
appearance before a 
Supreme Court-appointed 
team investigating 
his family’s offshore 
companies.
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Woman, 55 years old, 
mainland-born
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‘Music is not 
meant solely for 
your friends, it 
is for everyone’

MARCel KhAliFe
OUd PlAyeR, SiNGeRQ&A
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origin of registered voters
macau 
105,354 
154,208 

6,335 
11,572 
277,469

origin
Macau
P. R. China
Hong Kong
Other
Total

taipa/Coloane 
13,200 
12,426 
1,554 
1,689 
28,869

other
177
442
54
9

682

total
118,731
167,076

7,943
13,270
307,020

Eric Sautedé Agnes Lam Sérgio de Almeida Correia

Local citizens usually vote 
conservative, experts say
Taking into ac-

count the profile of 
the typical Macau voter 
- a mainland-born wo-
man aged between 50 
and 64 years old - the 
Times questioned se-
veral experts about the 
impact of the voter pro-
file on the September 17 
election.

After analyzing the 
official data, French 
political scientist and 
commentator Eric Sau-
tedé stated that “clearly 
there will be a lot less 
young people among 
the registered voters”, 
adding that those below 
the age of 30 will cons-
titute approximately 16 
percent of the electora-
te compared to almost 
19 percent in 2013.

“Then you have a lot 
more of [voters above 
the age of] 60,” he con-
tinued. These make up 
27.5 percent of the la-
test turnout, compared 
to 21.6 percent in the 
previous election.

“Older people are 
usually more conser-
vative [in their vote] 
and in Macau they fall 
prey to all the traditio-
nal associations that 
‘buy loyalty’ all year 
long,” he added. 

There are also far 

fewer voters between 
the ages of 45 and 55 
in these elections. They 
formed more than 25 
percent in the 2013 
election, compared to 
21 percent this year.

Sautedé noted that 
Macau has 12,000 more 
women than men and 
added that women’s vo-
tes traditionally skew 
more conservative, es-
pecially those of older 
women.

The political scientist 
voiced the opinion that 
associations’ ability to 
mobilize voters would 
ultimately make the di-
fference. 

“Pro-government as-
sociations, both tradi-
tional and recent ones, 
have been heavily sub-
sidized in the past four 
years, and we [have] al-
ready seen that this was 
crucial in the 2013 elec-
tions when compared to 
2009; especially regar-

ding the three seats of 
Chan Meng Kam, which 
is a ‘flawless’ example 
of patron-client re-
lations optimized for 
electoral purposes.”

On the list splitting, 
Sautedé said: “In the 
case of Chan Meng Kam, 
they will most probably 
go for two lists and op-
timize their estimated 
vote bank by trying to 
put four legislators in 
the house.”

Chan’s newcomer, Fu-
jian-born Kyan Su Lone, 
has been groomed for 
months and is active in 
all of Chan’s affiliated 
associations. Kyan is a 
Xiamen CPPCC member 
for Macau who has lived 
in the region since 2001 
and, Sautedé added, has 
been seen campaigning 
side-by-side with Chan.

As for the chances of 
the New Macau Asso-
ciation (ANM), Sautedé 
considers these “tough, 
because they can only 
maximize if their two 
lists work well together. 
My guess is that a cer-
tain number of people 
are fed up with the sta-
tus quo and have seen 
the excesses and hypo-
crisy of all the pro-bu-
siness legislators.  Ng 
Kuok Cheong - Au Kam 

Sam and Chan Wai Chi-
Sulu Sou’s tickets could 
work fine if they finally 
decided to ‘engineer’ 
the vote by using a stra-
tegic way to evenly split 
their potential voters.” 

Sautedé added that 
Sou’s status as one the 
main organizers of the 
May 2014 demonstra-
tions has won him a lot 
of respect among young 
people.

When asked about Pe-
reira Coutinho, Saute-
dé said, “Having young 
Jorge Neto Valente as 
number two on Melin-
da Chan’s list will not 
help, but then Melinda 
appeals to a very diffe-
rent electorate.” 

He said the addition 
to Chan’s list “will cer-
tainly not deprive Cou-
tinho [of] his seat [al-
though it] might make 
[New Hope] lose his 
second seat as Leong 
Veng Chai was the least 

voted for back in 2013 
and somehow came as a 
surprise.”

Echoing Sautedé’s 
stance that larger 
groups tend to vote 
“conservatively” was 
local lawyer Sérgio de 
Almeida Correia, who 
said that it is obvious 
that many people are 
not used to participa-
ting in the system and 
may have spent “little 
time [in] Macau when 
compared to their age 
and lack of experience 
in political participa-
tion.” 

This, Correia said, 
leads older voters to 
favor people they know 
or with whom they can 
find some sort of con-
nection.

“We can’t do much 
about this [voter profi-
le]; in fact, the granting 
of permanent resident 
status by the authori-
ties can be even be used 
as a triage element,” he 
added. 

“This is one of the pro-
blems of countries and 
regions where an engrai-
ned culture of electoral 
participation doesn’t 
exist. This [makes] peo-
ple more permeable to 

the influence of formal 
and informal powers, 
but it isn’t exclusive to 
Macau. It happens pre-
tty much everywhere, 
even in countries with 
a much more developed 
political system.”

“I don’t think this is 
the bigger issue but 
it is clear that it does 
not contribute to a be-
tter enlightenment of 
the people or to more 
conscientious partici-
pation […] What is de-
sirable is that people go 
to the polling stations 
to vote in a way that is 
perfectly conscious and 
clear,” he said.

Correia finds associa-
tions’ participation in 
indirect suffrage “ana-
chronistic” and is of 
the view that it “doesn’t 
make much sense” but 
said he understands the 
historical context. 

The process of list spli-
tting, he said, “can be in 
fact a strategy from the 
stronger lists to avoid 
other lists to elect mem-
bers. Sometimes to run 
more than one list is 
not just to elect more 
members, but just to 
split votes in a way that 
others can’t get enough 

 
They feel 
their votes 
aren’t useful.

AGNES LAM
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Al eleCTiONS

Who are the Macau voters?
Renato Marques

W ith the approa-
ch of the vote 
day for the 2017 
Legislative As-

sembly (AL) elections on 
September 17, the number 
of presented lists is growing 
steadily along with the pre-
parations for the campaign 
period.

According to the official 
data, this year’s election will 
welcome a total of 25,138 new 
voters that registered to cast 
their ballots for the first time.

To learn more about the 
profile of Macau voters and 
how this election’s new voters 
might or might not influence 
changes in the political pano-
rama, the Times researched 
what the typical voter in the 
region looks like.

The analysis of several re-
cords of both returning vo-
ters and new voters in par-
ticular, made available by 
the Electoral Affairs Com-
mission for the Legislative 

Assembly election (CAEAL), 
resulted in the acknowledge-
ment that the typical Macau 
voter is a woman, aged be-

tween 45 to 64 years old and 
born on the mainland.

Also well represented in the 
population sample are men 
born on the mainland, but 
with their ages ranging from 
50 to 64 years old. This re-
presents  the second largest 
group of potential voters.

The growth in the figures of 
the age groups 25-29 and 30-
34 is mostly due to the regis-
tration of new voters during 
last year (January to Decem-
ber 2016) and also during 
2012 prior to the 2013 elec-
tions.

The referred age groups, 
where the difference between 
genders is negligible, is al-
ready accountable for 18.5 
percent of all the voters regis-
tered for this year’s election, 
thus these groups are expec-
ted to have some influence on 
the final outcome.

Similarly to the larger 

groups of voters, the predo-
minance among new voters 
are still those residents born 
outside the region, with a 
larger incidence to the ones 
born on the mainland (49.5 
percent against the 54.4 per-
cent among the total number 
of voters).

The number of residents 
born in Hong Kong registered 
as new voters is also on the 
rise (+0.8 percent) and those 
born in Macau (+6.5 percent).

Noteworthy is the rela-
tionship between the larger 
voter groups and the total 
population figures. When 
compared to the latest of-
ficial figures from the 2016 
population by-census of the 
Statistics and Census Service 
(DSEC), the official number 
of registered voters show that, 
contrary to what has been 
mentioned several times, not 
all groups of younger citizens 

have been growing.
DSEC notes in the report 

that the “local population in 
2016 were concentrated in 
the age groups of 25-34 and 
50-59, altogether accounting 
for 35.2 percent of the local 
population.” For the younger 
cohort (18-24 years old), the 
percentage of local residents 
registered to vote is slightly 
under 50 percent, while in a 
wider range for older citizens 
(50-64 years old), it reaches 
an average of two-thirds of 
the total population.

The figures also show that 
the number of voters within 
the younger groups have been 
falling. The number of indivi-
duals in the 18-24 category 
registered about 3,500 fewer 
voters in 2016 than in 2012, 
which would suggest a relati-
vely lower impact of the you-
ng generation on the direct 
elections for the AL.

for a mandate.”
Scholar Agnes Lam 

weighed in on the topic 
of the numerous older 
women who form the 
bulk of the voting pool, 
remarking that, “this 
was also the very suc-
cessful work [of] seve-
ral local associations 
and organizations that 
managed to engage the 
[elderly] population to 
become voters.” 

She said it was natural 
for such individuals to 
vote for their commu-
nity leaders.

Lam added that there 
are several generations 
of what could be con-
sidered ‘young people’, 

and named at least 
three subgroups in this 
age range.

In Lam’s opinion, the 
lack of interest in vo-
ting and active partici-
pation in the elections 
is due to different rea-
sons. Some belong to a 
group which has bene-
fited economically un-
der the current estab-
lishment, she said, des-
cribing them as “very 
satisfied and in a more 
stable situation [so] 
they don’t feel the urge 
to participate.

For most youngsters, 
the problem might resi-
de in the “lack of hope 
in changing anything. 

They feel there is no 
chance [in this system] 
that allows their votes 
to change anything. 
They feel their votes 
aren’t useful.”

Lam added that the 
stronger fields’ strategy 
of splitting and running 
two lists “could be the 
way of gathering more 
votes [and electing 
more lawmakers] by 
breaking into smaller 
groups which can 
approach topics that 
are [closer] to the vo-
ters’ hearts.” 

There were likely 
other reasons, she con-
cluded, but did not ela-
borate. RM

M                     F              TOTALAGE GROUP

TOTAL

M                     F               TOTAL

31/12/2012 31/12/2016

Age and Sex of Registered Voters

Male
Female
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19 acrylics 
to be shown 
in latest 
Franco 
exhibition

Regarded as one of the 
most prolific Arabic musi-

cians and an icon of humani-
tarian activism, Lebanese oud 
master Marcel Khalife will per-
form tomorrow night at the Ma-
cau Cultural Center.

The 67-year-old Khalife was 
born in Lebanon, and studied 
the oud (the Arabic lute) at the 
Beirut National Conservatory 
of Music, from which he gra-
duated in 1971. In 2005, inter-
national cultural organization 
UNESCO named him an Artist 
of Peace.

Khalife is known for his in-
formal collaboration with the 
late Palestinian poet Mahmoud 
Darwish – the so-called “poet 
of the resistance” – who was 
behind the Palestinian declara-
tion of independence in 1988 
and is himself admired throu-
ghout the Arab world.

Speaking to the media yester-
day, Khalife stressed that the 
collaboration was in some ways 

incidental, and that he had ini-
tially failed to seek the poet’s 
approval to use his works.

- how did you learn to 
love the oud?

Marcel khalife (Mk) - 
When I was a little boy, I used to 
go to a church with my mother 
and I listened to the religious 
hymns there. Those hymns 
created happiness and joy in 
me, though I never understood 
what they [meant]. 

As a child I indulged in [making 
music] from pots and pans. My 
parents […] felt I had some [ta-
lent] there, and they decided to 
buy me an instrument [which 
they] decided would be the oud.

- You have been descri-
bed as the Bob dylan of the 
east. What do you make of 
that?

Mk - The similarity, if you 
like, is confined to the social 
commitment and the content of 

[Bob Dylan’s] lyrics. Maybe the-
re are similarities in the [lyrics] 
but musically, each artist has 
their own path. It’s okay – it 
doesn’t bother me – but I don’t 
think much of it.

- What was the inspira-
tion behind your collabo-
ration with darwish?

Mk - After I graduated from 
the Conservatory and went into 
music as a career, the civil war 
erupted in Lebanon. I was con-
fined in my village - in my home 
- because of my differences in 
political opinion with those 
who controlled the area.

I wanted to do something and 
I had access to Darwish’s works. 
I never knew him, had never 
met him before, but I was spen-
ding time taking his poetry and 
putting it to music. […] All of a 
sudden, something that I crea-
ted in the darkness saw light […] 
and it spread like wildfire across 
the Arab world.

I met Mahmoud [Darwish] se-
ven years after I first recorded 
the work, at the debut of my first 
album. Perhaps out of youthful 
ignorance, I didn’t realize that 
you have to ask the poet whe-
ther I can use their poetry for 
music or not. 

Darwish was a noble poet, and 
actually he had been following 
my path from afar, so he was 
happy because my music ac-
tually made his poetry more ac-
cessible to a broader audience.

When we met for the first time, 
he called me over: “Young man, 
come here. Don’t you know that 
those poems have a poet?” He 
was [joking], but from then on, 
there was a very strong rela-
tionship.

- does your political acti-
vism have a spillover effect 
on your music?

Mk - [The message] in my 
music is not direct. There is no 
obvious political meaning to my 
work. It’s not a direct reference 
to any particular cause. I don’t 
like to use a cause for a musical 
composition. Music has to pre-
sent itself in isolation of one’s 
political views. What I do, in 
terms of my political and huma-
nitarian activism, is a different 
story.

During the civil war in Leba-
non, even those who did not 
agree with my views would lis-
ten to my music. In spite of the 
various warring factions, there 
are certain aspects of human 
beings that transcend politics. 
Music is not meant solely for 
your friends; it is for everyone.

JoaquiM Franco is hol-
ding a solo exhibition in 

partnership with Art For All 
(AFA) Macau at Art Garden, 
located on Avenida do Doutor 
Rodrigo Rodrigues.

The exhibition, titled “Co-
lour Shape Love – Works by 
Joaquim Franco,” will feature 
a total of 19 acrylic paintings. 
According to a statement is-
sued by AFA Macau, the artist’s 
“rich-colored” paintings stem 
from his “full understanding 
of the use of colors through a 
theoretical study of them.”

While some of his abstract 
works are “simple,” notes AFA, 
the skill of the artist lies in how 
he mixes colors in a technical 
fashion.

The title of the exhibition ori-
ginates from a belief expressed 
by Franco that “only love and 
peace from the inner heart can 
create art.” 

Franco previously worked in 
theatre as a set designer, but 
has also been involved in seve-
ral interior design projects. As 
a scientific illustrator, a person 
who visually represents aspec-
ts of science, he worked in the 
fields of archaeology, ethno-
graphy and heritage protec-
tion.

The exhibition will be inau-
gurated today at 6:30 p.m. It 
will remain open to the public 
daily (except for Mondays and 
public holidays) on the buil-
ding’s first floor until July 16.

 
during the 
civil war in 
lebanon, even 
those that 
did not agree 
with my views 
would listen to 
my music.

‘Music is not meant 
solely for your friends’

MARCel KhAliFe
OUd PlAyeR, SiNGeRQ&A
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Macau’s forex reserves 
reach MOP152.7b
Foreign exchange reserves reached MOP152.7 
billion (USD19.02 billion) at the end of 
May, the Monetary Authority of Macau said 
yesterday. The monetary watchdog announced 
in a press release that the preliminary estimate 
at the end of May of the MSAR’s foreign 
exchange reserves decreased by 0.9 percent 
from the revised value of MOP154.1 billion 
(USD19.24 billion) at the end of April. The 
trade-weighted effective exchange rate index 
for the pataca dropped 0.89 points month-to-
month, but rose 2.31 points year-on-year to 
107.7 in May 2017; implying that overall, the 
exchange rate of the pataca declined against 
the currencies of Macau’s major trading 
partners on a monthly basis, but increased on 
an annual basis.  

MAM hosts ceramics 
and seals exhibition
The Macau Museum of Art (MAM) is now 
holding the exhibition “Ceramic and Seals 
of 108 Heroes of Shui Hu Legend from the 
MAM Collection,” which features ceramic 
figurines and 194 seals. The ceramic works of 
the exhibition are by Liu Ousheng, a master 
of ceramic figurines who incorporated the 
freehand brushwork skills from Chinese 
painting into the creation of ceramic 
figurines from the early 1980s. The seal 
carving artworks are by Lin Jin and his 
apprentices, Huang Kuanghua, Cho Sai 
Keung and Ho Pan. The artworks were 
donated by Lei Loi Tak, chairman of the Soka 
Gakkai International of Macau in 2000. The 
exhibition is open until November 19. 

Chan-Tong Lam

TeChNOlOGy 

5G networks still 
under discussion 
Julie Zhu

The establishment of 
5G network infras-
tructure was discus-
sed yesterday during 

the 18th IEEE International 
Symposium on a World of 
Wireless, Mobile and Multi-
media Networks, held at the 
Macau Polytechnic Institute 
(IPM). 

A panel of experts discussed 
possible network structures 
and how the establishment of 
5G networks should meet the 
new requirements for uses in 
devices such as smart vehi-
cles and other key technolo-
gies. The panelists also deba-
ted the best approach to the 
design of a 5G network. 

Chan-Tong Lam, associate 
professor and program coor-
dinator in computer studies 
at IPM, spoke to the Times 
regarding 5G developments 
and prospects in Macau. 

“5G is still under discussion 
[…] people are working on it 
and it is progressing,” said 

Lam, citing the arguments of 
different panelists. 

Lam noted that like 4G, the 
technology will eventually be 
made available in Macau – 
possibly beginning in 2020 
– but that the region will not 
gain access as soon as other 
markets. 

“We are a little bit behind 
because Macau is a small 
town, and the market is not 
as big as China or the US,” ex-
plained Lam, adding that the 
markets will want to apply 
the technology in other areas 
first. 

“The operators here do not 

want to take risks. Normally 
they would want to wait until 
this [5G] becomes mature.”  

Lam believes that the ge-
neral public, as well as local 
computing researchers and 
experts, are aware of progress 
in 5G network development. 
He believes that the decision 
to extend 5G to the public will 
depend on telecommunica-
tions operators, and that the 
government may influence 
the industry to speed up the 
technology’s arrival.  

However, he said that the 
application of 5G is a marke-
t-driven issue, so there is a 

limit to the government’s in-
fluence.    

When talking about how 5G 
will impact users’ lives, Lam 
noted that 5G means more 
than what the general public 
thinks. 

“It’s going to be faster, but 
there will be a lot more appli-
cations – and not just in ter-
ms of speed. Those applica-
tions, they all depend on the 
network. […] With 5G, they 
will be broader.”

In regards to how local hu-
man resources can contribu-
te to the development of 5G, 
Lam said that Macau does not 
have sufficient large-scale en-
terprises for the city’s human 
resources to fully utilize such 
technology. 

However, he added, Macau 
can always explore and re-
search-related technologies.   

More than 130 scholars 
from 26 countries and re-
gions, as well as 71 universi-
ties and research institutes, 
gathered in Macau to discuss 
global science and technology 
trends.

IPM said the intent of the 
symposium was to showcase 
and strengthen the research 
and developments in scien-
ce and technology in Macau, 
particularly in wireless com-
munications, the Internet of 
Things, big data, mobile tech-
nology and smart cities. The 
event concluded yesterday. 
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The Rental Process For Tenants Part 1 - Finding a Property

Welcome to the first in a 5 Part 
series “The rental process for 
tenants” 
In this series over the next 5 arti-
cles we will cover:
• Finding a property
• Securing the apartment
• The process of moving in.
• The first week in your pro-

perty
• Ongoing living and termi-

nation

Finding a great property to rent 
is a major headache for anyone, 
and it is especially difficult for 
newcomers.
There are so many different 
elements that determine what 
makes a property ‘great’.
Everyone looking for a rental 
home has a different set of prio-
rities, so the clearer you are on 
what is important to you, the 
easier it will be to find a great 
property to rent.
The first priority for every te-
nant before they go house hun-
ting is to make a list of what is 
important to them.
For example, most people 
are happy to rent a furnished 
apartment rather than invest 
money in furnishings themsel-
ves.
Again, if you don’t plan to buy 
a car and prefer to rely on pu-

blic transportation, being close 
to an area where you can catch 
a bus or a taxi is a top priority.
You might need to find an 
apartment that takes pets 
if you have a cat or a dog. In 
Macau as well as many cities 
around the world, that one re-
quirement instantly eliminates 
more than half of all apart-
ments. 
Deciding what is most impor-
tant can be almost impossible 
for some of us, especially if 
there is more than one person 
involved and each has their 
own wants and needs.
As difficult as it is, prioritizing 
what you want in your rental 
apartment will make finding 
a home you’re satisfied with 
much easier.
Another effective way of fin-
ding a great property to rent is 
to ask friends and colleagues 
about the places that they al-
ready live. Be careful with this 
though, they will tend to exag-
gerate the good points in order 
to justify living there.
If you’re looking to rent an 
apartment in a new building, 
don’t be afraid ask around to 
see if anyone else knows the 
property. Schools and parents 
are a good source of informa-
tion for this, most people are 

very happy to share their thou-
ghts.
Obviously you also have Inter-
net and can conduct research 
on a certain building or apart-
ment developments. 
Bear in mind that no matter 
how respected or well managed 
something is, there are always 
negative views and comments 
from some people who just did 
not enjoy their experience. It 
may have as much to do with 
the person as the property.
We suggest that you make a 
master list of questions and 
priorities before you see a pro-
perty to avoid signing a contract 
that you regret weeks later. 
A Tenancy Agreement is a legal 
contract, and it is not some-
thing to be entered into lightly. 
We also suggest using www.
JMLProperty.Com as a good 
place to start searching of cou-
rse. Make sure you have done 
your homework, and hopefully 
you’ll find a great property to 
call home.  

For further information please 
call me on +853 2835 2699, 
E-Mail Juliet@JMLProperty.
com or visit our website Www.
JMLProperty.com, or Facebook 
Www.Facebook.Com/JML-
RealEstate .

Juliet Risdon is a Director of JML Property and a property 
investor. 
Having been established in 1994, JML Property offers 
investment property & homes. It specializes in managing 
properties for owners and investors, and providing attractive 
and comfortable homes for tenants.
www.JMLProperty.com
info@JMLProperty.com Juliet risdon
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Sands China’s first ba-
tch of graduates from 
its Professionalism 
Training for Gaming 

Practitioners program was ho-
nored yesterday at The Vene-
tian Macao in a ceremony that 
also saw the inauguration of its 
next cohort of students.

Co-organized by the Macau 
Federation of Trade Unions 
(FAOM), the Labour Affairs 
Bureau (DSAL) and Sands Chi-
na Ltd., the training program 
was launched last July. It is the 
first of its kind in Macau for ga-
ming employees. 

The coursework in last year’s 
program focused primarily on 
the competencies of occupa-
tional professionalism, and 
was exclusively for dealers. Six 
hundred dealers participated 
in the first program, attending 
14 hours of training over two 
full days at Sands Macao. 

This year’s course began on 
June 5. Coursework has been 
expanded to cover an overview 
of the gaming industry, civic 
education, occupational pro-
fessionalism and responsible 
gaming. The 2017 cohort com-
prises gaming practitioners 
from departments such as table 
games, slots, cage, internatio-
nal marketing, business deve-
lopment, loyalty marketing and 
security.

New materials in this year’s 
course include an introduction 
to the current development of 

the country, the Belt and Road 
initiative, Macau’s develop-
ment path, and the impact of 
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau 
Bridge on Macau’s gaming and 
tourism industry. 

Wilfred Wong, president of 
Sands China Ltd, said: “We’ve 
made a commitment to have 
3,000 of our team members 
trained in two years, and we 
aim to have half of our total ga-
ming workforce trained in five 
years. This training program is 
beneficial to both the company 
and to our team members, as 
it raises their professionalism 
and knowledge, and contribu-

tes towards Macau’s growth as 
a world center of tourism and 
leisure.” 

Nevern, one of the first pro-
gram’s graduates who has 
worked at Sands China for 
four years, said that the most 
important lesson he learned 
was how to “relieve pressure 
and adjust himself to his own 
mood.” 

He added that the program 
opened his eyes to the necessi-
ty of good interpersonal com-
munications with colleagues, 
and improved his knowledge of 
both general and Macau-speci-
fic gaming history.  

Another graduate, Min, said 
that the training improved her 
emotional well-being by hel-
ping her relax after work and 
deal better with her family. JZ 

Sands China launches 
new training program

Speaking to the media on the sidelines 
of yesterday’s ceremony, the director of the 

Gaming Inspection and Coordination Bureau 
(DICJ), Paulo Martins Chan, said he is not wor-
ried about security threats to the city’s casinos. 

“They [the gaming operators] will collaborate 
with the DICJ, as well as the Judiciary Police [PJ], 
and last Monday they already submitted the re-
ports about their present security situation, and 
we will analyze all these reports. the PJ will look 
at these reports from a technical point of view and 
afterwards, we will have a meeting with the six 

operators again and see what we can do, and what 
should be improved,” said Chan. 

Chan said the gaming operators will meet the PJ 
and theDICJ again “very soon.”

“More security measures, more communication 
between the operators and the PJ will be arranged 
in order to strengthen local casinos’ security.”

“According to police evaluation, we are still in a 
relatively low-risk situation, so we don’t believe 
that […] we have a high risk. Our customers are 
still welcome to [visit] Macau to relax and enjoy 
the atmosphere,” said Chan. 

Paulo Chan not worried about 
casino security threats
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Shipping containers sit at Kwai Tsing Container Port Terminals in 
Hong Kong

Aibing Guo, Enda Curran 
and Narae Kim

Hong Kong’s de facto cen-
tral bank followed the Fe-

deral Reserve and boosted inte-
rest rates for a third time since 
December, elevating the risk of 
a selloff in the world’s priciest 
housing market.

The Hong Kong Monetary Au-
thority boosted borrowing costs 
by 25 basis points to 1.5 percent 
after the Fed raised its target 
range by the same amount. 
The move registered swiftly in 
markets, with the city’s one-
month interbank rate, known 
as Hibor, jumping the most in 
six months, and a gauge of pro-
perty stocks in Hong Kong re-
treating more than 1 percent.

While the city effectively im-
ports U.S. monetary policy due 
to its currency peg, local banks 
have been reluctant to pass on 
higher rates to customers amid 
fierce competition for mortga-
ges - heightening a property 
boom as well as fueling de-
preciation in the Hong Kong 
dollar. The premium on Libor 
- the one-month U.S. interbank 
rate - over Hong Kong’s Hibor 
rate swelled to 79 basis points 
on Wednesday, the most since 
November 2008.

“If the interest rate differen-
tials widen further, there will be 
more arbitrage activities invol-
ving fund flows from the Hong 
Kong dollar to the U.S. dollar,” 
said Norman Chan, chief exe-
cutive for the HKMA. He war-
ned that a “downward proper-
ty cycle” may coincide with an 
upward cycle in mortgage rates, 
and said investors should re-
main vigilant.

Efforts by authorities to cool 
demand through tighter rules 
for lending and other measures 
have so far had little impact on 
home prices in Hong Kong, as 
developers bid up the cost of 

land to new records and bor-
rowing costs remain low. The 
value of outstanding mortgages 
jumped by more than a third in 
the five years through Decem-

ber and now amounts to 47 per-
cent of gross domestic product, 
more than 10 percentage points 
higher than in early 1997 before 
a housing bubble burst.

“In order to get a full follow 
through in mortgage rates you 
will probably need a more si-
zeable move upwards in fun-
ding rates than we’ve seen so 

far,” said Mark McFarland, 
chief economist for Asia at 
Union Bancaire Privee.

Hong Kong’s dollar weakened 
0.03 percent to HKD7.8001 
per dollar as of 1:38 p.m. local 
time, breaching the midpoint 
of a trading band monitored 
by the HKMA. The city’s cur-
rency has fallen 0.6 percent 
against the greenback this year, 
the only decliner among Asian 
currencies, to its weakest level 
since January 2016. The Hang 
Seng Properties Index closed at 
a two-week low.

“Higher capital requiremen-
ts for mortgages and loans to 
certain property developers 
will definitely give large banks 
incentives to adjust rates hi-
gher, notwithstanding high li-
quidity and strong competition 
for market share,” said Sabine 
Bauer, Hong Kong-based se-
nior director at Fitch Ratings 
Ltd.

Federal Reserve officials kept 
their outlook for one more hike 
in 2017 and set out some details 
for how they intend to shrink 
their USD4.5 trillion balance 
sheet this year. Fed Chair Janet 
Yellen said the unwinding plan 
could be put into effect “relati-
vely soon” if the economy evol-
ves as the central bank expects.

The plan to shrink the ba-
lance sheet is weighing on the 
market and resulted in the 
surge in Hibor, said Raymond 
Yeung, chief Greater China 
economist at Australia & New 
Zealand Banking Group Ltd. 
The “hawkish stance” of the 
Fed is “worrisome,” he said. 
Bloomberg

The Hong Kong go-
vernment has im-

plemented a number of 
measures to consolidate 
Hong Kong’s status as a 
trans-shipment hub to be-
tter connect the mainland 
with the rest of the world.

Professor Anthony 
Cheung, also Secretary 
for Transport & Housing, 
made the statement to le-
gislators yesterday, saying 
Hong Kong as a major hub 
port in southern China 

will play an important role 
in the development of the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong- 
Macau Bay Area.

According to a state-
ment issued by the HK-
SAR government, Cheung 
said that there are three 
main measures that cou-
ld potentially boost Hong 
Kong’s maritime services 
industry; the deepening 
of the Kwai Tsing Contai-
ner Basin from 15 to 17 
meters so as to enable ul-

tra-large container vessels 
to be used at the terminals 
during all tides, the provi-
sion of more port back-up 
sites to expand the termi-
nal back-up yard and the 
offering of additional bar-
ge berths to enhance cargo 
handling efficiency.

 Other measures include 
the provision of additio-
nal land for the develop-
ment of modern logistics, 
with the government ha-
ving set aside 6.9 hectares 

of land for logistics since 
2010.     

Cheung added that af-
ter the construction of 
Hong Kong International 
Airport’s third runway is 
completed it will be able 
to handle nine million 
tonnes of cargo annually, 
double its current cargo 
handling capacity.

 “We hope that by ri-
ding on Hong Kong’s 
high value-added trade 
and professional services, 

world-class infrastructure 
and manpower develop-
ment, as well as the global 
connectivity of an interna-

tional metropolis, Hong 
Kong will play an impor-
tant, leading role in the 
Bay Area development.”

Hong Kong follows Fed with 
hike in threat to property boom 

GReATeR BAy AReA

HKSAR reinforces port hub status

The Monetary Authority of Macau 
(AMCM) raised the Base Rate of the 

Discount Window yesterday by 25 basis 
points to 1.5 percent.  It has been the fourth 
time for the AMCM to raise the policy rate 
since December 2015.    

According to a statement issued yesterday 
by the AMCM, “as the pataca is linked to the 
Hong Kong dollar, the movements of policy 
rates in Hong Kong and Macau should be 
basically consistent in order to maintain the 

effective operation of the linked exchange 
rate system between the two SARs. As a re-
sult, the AMCM raised the Base Rate by 25 
basis points, following the Hong Kong Mo-
netary Authority [see above].” 

Meanwhile, since the Hong Kong dollar 
is linked to the U.S. dollar under the linked 
exchange rate system, the rate hike action of 
Hong Kong was attributed to the decision of 
the U.S. Federal Reserve raising the Fed funds 
rate by 25 basis points on 14 June (U.S. time).

The AMCM explained that interest rates of 
Macau banks on the retail level, including 
loan and deposit rates, will be based on the 
fund costs in the money market and their 
commercial decisions. The local loan and 
deposit rates will “remain relatively stable 
at the current stage,” AMCM states. “Ne-
vertheless, if the uptrend of interest rates 
persists, uplifting loan and deposit interest 
rates by Macau banks cannot be ruled out in 
the foreseeable future.”        

Macau’s Base Rate of the Discount Window raised to 1.5pct
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TaiWan said China has been 
pressuring the governmen-

ts of five countries in the Middle 
East, Africa and South America to 
force the island to change the na-
mes of its unofficial representative 
offices.

The foreign ministry said that 
Beijing had pressured Nige-
ria, Bahrain, Jordan, the Uni-
ted Arab Emirates and Ecuador 
to remove “Republic of China” 
— Taiwan’s formal name — or 
“Taiwan” from Taiwan’s tra-
de offices. None of the five is 
among Taiwan’s 20 remaining of-
ficial allies.

Antonio Chen, director general 
of the ministry’s Department of 
West Asia and African Affairs, was 
quoted by the official Central News 
Agency as saying that Taiwan’s of-
fice in Dubai, in the UAE, had 
already changed its name from 
the “Commercial Office of ROC 
(Taiwan)” to the “Commercial Of-
fice of Taipei.”

Meanwhile, Taiwan has already 
recalled its representative to Ni-
geria and suspended its mission’s 
work there after the Nigerian go-
vernment said it “could not gua-
rantee its safety,” Chen was quoted 
as saying.

Still, Chen said Taiwan needed to 
keep as many of its overseas offices 
open as possible.

“Although we feel being belittled, 
we still have to maintain the offi-
ces out of the long-term interests 
of Taiwan’s citizens,” he said.

The moves suggest Beijing is in-

VietnaM urged China yes-
terday to take responsib-

le and constructive actions in 
the disputed South China Sea 
following a Pentagon report that 
highlighted Beijing’s military bui-
ldup in the strategic waters.

Vietnamese Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Le Thi Thu Hang 
told reporters that her govern-
ment has legal basis and histo-
rical evidence to affirm its sove-
reignty over the Spratly and Para-
cel islands in the South China Sea 
and that acts by foreign countries 
on the islands without Vietnam’s 
permission were illegal.

“It’s our view that China as a 
major power in the region and in 
the world needs to act in respon-
sible and constructive manner in 
maintaining peace, stability in 
the region as well as in the East 
Sea on the basis of respecting in-
ternational law,” she said, refer-
ring to the South China Sea.

In an annual report released 

Members of the Taiwan embassy in 
Panama City attend a ceremony where 
they folded the Taiwanese flag

STRAiT POliTiCS

Taipei says Beijing 
wants Taiwan trade 
offices’ names changed 

creasing the pressure on Taiwan, 
a self-governing democracy that 
Beijing claims as its territory.

This week, Panama swi-
tched diplomatic relations 
from Taiwan to China, dealing 
a major success to China in its 
campaign to isolate the island 
and increase pressure on Presi-
dent Tsai Ing-wen to accede to 
Beijing’s demand that she recog-
nize Taiwan as part of Chinese 
territory.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Lu Kang told reporters 
yesterday that the “One China” po-
licy was fundamental and Beijing 
appreciates “these nations’ way of 
handling issues with Taiwan.”

With Panama’s departure, spe-
culation has grown that other 
Taiwanese allies will follow suit.

In addition to ratcheting up di-
plomatic pressure on Taiwan, Chi-
na has cut off contacts with the 
island’s government, discouraged 
travel there by Chinese tourists 
and blocked Taiwanese represen-
tatives from taking part in interna-
tional gatherings such as the Wor-
ld Health Organization’s annual 
assembly. AP

earlier this month, the Pentagon 
said that as of late last year, Chi-
na was building 24 fighter-sized 
hangars, fixed-weapons posi-
tions, barracks, administration 
buildings, and communication 
facilities on each of the three lar-
gest outposts — Fiery Cross, Subi 
and Mischief Reefs. Each has 
runways that are at least 8,800 
long.

Once complete, the report 
said China will be able to house 
up to three regiments of fighters 
in the Spratly Islands.

China has also built up infras-
tructure on the four smaller ou-
tposts, including land-based guns 
and communications facilities, 
the report said.

Vietnam, along with China and 
the Philippines, Malaysia, Bru-
nei and Taiwan claims parts of 
or all the Spratly islands, which 
are believed to sit on rich natural 
resources and occupy one of the 
world’s busiest sea lanes. AP

SOUTh ChiNA SeA

Vietnam urges China to 
act responsibly in dispute
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Erika Kinetz, Shanghai

The Chinese government has 
granted preliminary approval 

for nine Donald Trump trade-
marks it had previously rejected, 
in whole or in part, The Associated 
Press found, a turn that is likely to 
fuel further allegations that Bei-
jing may be giving the president’s 
family business special treatment.

Trump’s decision to retain ow-
nership of his global branding 
empire has sparked criticism 
over perceived conflicts of inte-
rest and three lawsuits, including 
one filed yesterday [Macau time] 
by nearly 200 Democrats in Con-
gress, which allege violations of a 
constitutional prohibition against 
accepting gifts from foreign go-
vernments. Trademarks lie at the 
heart of these complaints because 
they are granted by foreign states 
and can be enormously valuable — 
whether they are intended as grou-
ndwork for future business activity 
or defensive measures to protect a 
brand from squatters.

Publicly available records do not 
indicate why the nine applications 
were initially rejected, or why the 
trademarks were then granted 
provisional approval eight to 15 
weeks later.

“The speed with which these 
appeals were decided is mind-
blowing,” said Matthew Dresden, 
an intellectual property attorney at 
Harris Bricken in Seattle. “I have 
never seen any decisions made 
that quickly. That suggests special 
treatment. But that’s just procedu-
ral. Substantively, it’s impossible 
to say whether any of this is unu-
sual.”

China’s Trademark Office did 
not respond to requests for com-
ment.

The new provisional approvals 
further shore up the president’s 
brand in China, conferring poten-
tial rights to the use of Chinese ver-
sions of his name for beauty salon 

services, socks, human resources 
consulting and advertising, among 
other things, and the Trump 
brand, in English, for jewelry and 
watch repair. If there are no objec-
tions, the marks will be formally 
registered after 90 days.

China has also granted formal 
approval for dozens of Trump 
trademarks in the last few weeks, 
bring to 39 the total number of 
official registrations China has 
given the Trump family business 
since President Trump took office, 
according to records from China’s 
Trademark Office. Those marks 
include branded spa and mas-
sage services, golf clubs, hotels, 
insurance, finance and real esta-
te companies, restaurants, bars, 
and a trademark class that covers 
bodyguards, social escorts, and 
concierge services, according to 
Chinese records.

You Yunting, a partner at De-
Bund Law Offices in Shanghai, 
said it’s not unusual for trademark 
rejections to be overturned on 
appeal. China’s Trademark Office 

database contained no indication 
Trump’s lawyers had appealed the 
trademark rejections, but said it 
can take months for such actions 
to be publicly noted. If the ini-
tial denial was only partial, some 
elements of the applications can 
move forward without an appeal, 
in which case reversals can be 
swift.

“Considering the political ele-
ment, the authorities are definite-
ly not going to admit special treat-
ment, but the possibility cannot be 
excluded,” You said. “Even if the 
Trademark Office helped Trump, 
it would be very difficult to find 
the wrongdoing on the surface.”

China has defended its han-
dling of trademarks belonging 
to the president and his daugh-
ter, Ivanka Trump, who has also 
been expanding her collection 
of Chinese trademarks, as fair and 
in line with Chinese law.

Ivanka Trump’s brand 
has won provisional appro-
val for at least seven new tra-
demarks since she took on an 

official role at the White House.
The Trump Organization now 

has at least 125 trademarks 
in China formally or provisionally 
approved, according to Chine-
se public records. Just four were 
invalidated, back in 2013. Three 
more have been rejected, with 
appeals pending, and one appli-
cation is dead, according to Chi-
na’s Trademark Office database.

Three applications were sub-
sequently split so the number of 
individual trademark decisions is 
slightly higher than the number of 
applications in Chinese records.

Trump Organization lawyer 
Alan Garten said the company 
has made aggressive efforts to 
defend its brand in China, “a ha-
ven for trademark infringement,” 
and has made no effort to use 
Donald Trump’s political career 
to influence Chinese trademark 
officials.

“The Company has not authori-
zed anyone to discuss and is not 
aware of anyone having discussed 
Donald J. Trump’s status as either a 

presidential candidate, President- 
elect or President of the United 
States with any representative of 
the Chinese government in char-
ge of or with the authority to grant 
trademarks,” Garten wrote in a 
June 9 letter to eight Democratic 
senators who have raised conflict- 
of-interest questions about the 
president’s ongoing China trade-
marking activity.

The data Garten gave to Con-
gress in that letter, however, is at 
odds with public records in China.

Garten wrote that the com-
pany had filed 117 trademark 
applications in China and said 
that while some trademarks had 
been granted provisional appro-
val none have been formally regis-
tered since 2015.

But China trademark records in-
dicate that from Feb. 14 through 
June 7, 39 trademarks were regis-
tered. In addition, the public data-
base lists a total of 126 trademark 
applications made by Donald J. 
Trump and four applications in 
the name of his company, DTTM 
Operations LLC.

Garten said in an email that 
ownership of 122 Chinese trade-
marks had been transferred to 
DTTM Operations in January. He 
cautioned that China’s trademark 
database can be unreliable. He ad-
ded that the 117 count does not in-
clude trademarks Donald Trump 
applied for more than a decade 
ago using the name of his ex-wife, 
Ivana Trump, as a brand. And he 
said it also excludes trademarks 
for the Trump Organization’s new 
Scion brand of hotels.

“That database is not frequently 
updated and is widely known to 
contain a multitude of inaccura-
cies,” he said in an email. AP

China’s civil aviation 
authority fined Dubai- 

based Emirates airline and 
barred it from adding new 
routes in the country over 
the next six months after 
two of its flights were cited 
for unsafe operations.

An Emirates plane on 
April 17 flew at the wrong 
height, and a plane on May 
18 temporarily lost contact 
with air traffic control, the 
Civil Aviation Administra-
tion of China said. Both 
aircraft were flying over 

the city of Urumqi in Chi-
na’s western Xinjiang re-
gion at the time.

The authority said in a 
statement that it had impo-
sed a fine of 29,000 RMB 
(USD4,300) on the Middle 
East’s largest airline.

Emirates said in an email 
that it will cooperate fully 
with the Civil Aviation Ad-
ministration of China re-
garding the two incidents 
and “complete all actions 
recommended by the au-
thority.”

“Emirates will never com-
promise on the safety of 
our passengers and crew,” 
it said. “Safety is our num-
ber one priority at all times. 
Emirates fully complies 
with the CAAC’s require-
ments on all our flight ope-
rations to China.”

The civil aviation admi-
nistration has previously 
suspended Emirates for 
contravening its regula-
tions.

In May last year it annou-
nced it had suspended the 

airline from adding new 
planes and destinations for 
six months in relation to a 
flight in January 2016 that 
landed with low fuel after 
two previous attempts were 
aborted because of strong 
wind. The administration 
said the plane’s fuel on lan-
ding was critically low and 
the captain had refused to 
cooperate with their inves-
tigation.

Emirates operates 38 
weekly flights to five cities 
in mainland China. AP

China approves nine Trump 
trademarks previously rejected

AViATiON

Beijing fines Emirates after plane flew at wrong height
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Eric Talmadge, Pyongyang

Dennis Rodman has 
delivered a message 
from President Donald 
Trump to North Korea — 

sort of.
Yesterday, the former NBA  

player gave the country’s sports 
minister a copy of Trump’s book 
“The Art of the Deal,” a present 
intended for North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un.

It wasn’t signed by Trump, who 
was Rodman’s boss for two sea-
sons of the “Celebrity Apprentice” 
reality TV show. Rodman has said 
his visit has nothing to do with the 
White House.

While his previous visits in 2013 
and 2014 often drew controver-
sy, Rodman has said this week he’s 
just here to meet old friends and 
have a good time.

He and his small entourage have 
been spending time hanging out 
with young North Korean baske-
tball players and visiting local si-
ghts.

He watched a North Korean 
men’s basketball team and met 
Sports Minister Kim Il Guk. Along 
with the Trump book, other gifts 
he presented for Kim Jong Un in-
clude a copy of “Where’s Waldo? 
The Totally Essential Travel Col-
lection,” a mermaid puzzle, two 
sets of soap and two autographed 
jerseys.

Rodman also met North Korean 
Olympic athletes, including judo 
gold medalist An Kum Ae.

“All of you guys should be proud 
of yourselves, because, you know, 
a lot of people don’t give you guys 
credit, because this is such a small 
country, and not many people 
from North Korea can compete 
around the world,” Rodman said.

He continued: “But for you guys 
to come back here in your country, 
with a medal, that says a lot about 
North Korea, because people don’t 
really take North Korea so seriou-
sly about sports or anything like 
that.”

Rodman, one of the only Wester-
ners to have personally met Kim 
Jong Un, has been criticized for a 
prior trip where he sang “Happy 
Birthday” to Kim and suggested 
an American missionary was at 
fault for his own imprisonment in 
North Korea, remarks for which he 
later apologized.

But the sports minister made 
clear Rodman is viewed fondly in 
Pyongyang.

“In the past, our respected supre-
me leader met you several times 
and he used his precious time to 
watch the basketball match with 
the players you brought here. In 
the past he met you, so our peo-
ple all know you well,” Kim Il Guk 
told Rodman. “And also we feel 
that you are an old friend.”

Rodman’s arrival esarlier this 
week came just hours after the 
North decided to release Otto 
Warmbier, an American univer-
sity student who had been impri-
soned for 15 years with hard labor 
for trying to steal a propaganda 
banner.

Officials in Washington and 
Pyongyang said Rodman played 
no role in the release. Behind-
the-scenes discussions regarding 
Warmbier had been underway 
well before his visit.

Although U.S. citizens are not 
banned from visiting North Korea, 
the U.S. State Department stron-
gly advises against it.

With Warmbier’s release, three 
other Americans remain impriso-
ned in North Korea. AP

Aspiring Austra-
lian citizens will have 

to make a pledge to sha-
re Australian values un-
der proposed new laws 
introduced to Parliament 
yesterday.

The law would give Im-
migration and Border 
Protection Minister Peter 
Dutton power to write 
and revise an Austra-
lian Values Statement and 
it would reduce avenues 
to appeal his decisions 

on citizenship cases. The 
bill does not spell out 
what Australian values 
are and critics argue that 
getting Australians to 
agree on what values they 
share is difficult.

Dutton said citizenship 
laws had to be reinforced 
to maintain public su-
pport for immigration and 
the value of citizenship 
during an increasingly 
challenging security envi-
ronment.

“The Australian com-
munity expects that as-
piring citizens demons-
trate their allegiance to 
our country and commit-
ment to live in accordance 
with Australian laws and 
values and be willing to 
integrate into and become 
contributing members of 
the Australian commu-
nity,” Dutton told Parlia-
ment.

Dutton said the values 
statement would cover 

respect for religious free-
dom and gender equality 
as well as commitment to 
the rule of law and Aus-
tralia’s parliamentary de-
mocracy.

There would also be 
values-based questions 
included in a citizenship 
test.

The bill would also raise 
the bar on English-lan-
guage skills for prospec-
tive citizens and extends 
the time that an appli-

cant must be an Austra-
lian permanent resident 
from one to four years.

Kim Rubenstein, a pro-
fessor in the College of 
Law and a Public Poli-
cy Fellow at the Austra-
lian National University, 
said aspects of the bill 
were draconian and ex-
clusive, shifting the ba-
lance of citizenship in 
Australia and giving the 
government unpreceden-
ted power.

“One of the most funda-
mental Australian values 
is a commitment to the 
rule of law and Western 
democratic liberal prin-
ciples, but this act really 
shows a lack of apprecia-
tion of these core Aus-
tralian values,” said Ru-

benstein, author of “Aus-
tralian Citizenship Law in 
Context.”

“By introducing this bill, 
they’re failing their own 
citizenship test, if Austra-
lian values are so funda-
mental,” she added.

Activist group GetUp! 
said the law would create 
an underclass of migrants 
prevented from attaining 
citizenship and from 
equality with the rest of 
society.

Australia introduced a 
formal citizenship test in 
2007. Before then, a go-
vernment official would 
informally question an 
applicant about his or her 
knowledge of a citizen’s 
responsibilities and privi-
leges in an oral test. AP

NORTh KOReA

Rodman brings gifts to Kim, including 
President’s book ‘The Art of the Deal’

AUSTRAliA

Laws would make aspiring 
citizens pledge to share values 

Former NBA basketball star Dennis Rodman presents gifts comprising of autographed basketball jerseys, bath soaps 
and two books, titled “Where’s Waldo?” and “Trump The Art of the Deal” to North Korea’s Sports Minister Kim Il Guk, right

pyongyang says it freed us student over humanitarian reasons 
north korea said it released an American 
university student over “humanitarian” reasons 
in its first official comment since he was re-
turned to his home state of Ohio in a coma. The 
state-run Korean Central News Agency said Otto 
Warmbier had been serving hard labor but didn’t 
comment on his medical condition or how the 
country negotiated his release with the United 
States. “Warmbier, who had been in hard labor, 
was sent back home on June 13, 2017, on human-
itarian grounds according to the adjudication 
made on the same day by the Central Court of 

the DPRK,” the agency said in the one-sentence 
report, referring to North Korea by its official 
name, the Democratic People’s Republic of Ko-
rea. The 22-year-old Warmbier, a University of 
Virginia undergraduate, was convicted and sen-
tenced to 15 years in prison in a one-hour trial in 
the Supreme Court in March 2016. He was medi-
cally evacuated from North Korea and arrived in 
Cincinnati Wednesday. His father, Fred Warm-
bier, told Fox News that his son was “terrorized 
and brutalized” and has been in a coma for more 
than a year.
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Jake Pearson & 
Mary Clare Jalonick, Washington

The special counsel appoin-
ted to investigate Russian 

influence in the 2016 presiden-
tial campaign is now exami-
ning whether President Donald 
Trump tried to obstruct justice, it 
has been reported.

Accusations of obstruction aro-
se last month when Trump fired 
FBI Director James Comey. Last 
week, Comey testified in a Senate 
hearing that he believed he was 
fired “because of the Russia in-
vestigation.” Comey also testified 
he had told Trump he was not 
under investigation.

The Washington Post reported 
yesterday [Macau time] that spe-
cial counsel Robert Mueller was 
seeking interviews with three 
Trump administration officials 
who weren’t involved in Trump’s 
campaign: Dan Coats, the di-
rector of national intelligence; 
Michael Rogers, the head of the 
National Security Agency; and 
Richard Ledgett, the former NSA 
deputy director.

Trump took to his Twitter ac-
count later on to denounce the 
report.

“They made up a phony collu-
sion with the Russians story, 
found zero proof, so now they go 
for obstruction of justice on the 
phony story. Nice,” the president 
tweeted.

Mark Corallo, a spokesman for 

Trump’s personal lawyer, had 
responded to the Post report by 
saying: “The FBI leak of infor-
mation regarding the president 
is outrageous, inexcusable and 
illegal.”

The Post report cited anony-
mous sources who were briefed 
on requests made by investiga-
tors. It was not known whether 
the FBI was the source of the in-
formation. The New York Times 
also reported the story.

Mueller met with the leaders of 
the Senate Intelligence Commi-
ttee in an effort to ensure their 
investigations don’t conflict.

The leaders of the Senate Inte-

lligence committee said in a sta-
tement issued Wednesday that 
they “look forward to future en-
gagements” with Robert Mueller.

Senate Intelligence Committee 
Chairman Richard Burr, R-N.C., 
and Sen. Mark Warner of Virgi-
nia, the panel’s top Democrat, 
didn’t provide any other details 
regarding the meeting. An aide 
familiar with the meeting said it 
was held to discuss the investi-
gations, including ways that the 
parallel inquiries don’t interfe-
re with or overlap one another. 
The aide spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the meeting 
was private.

The meeting comes a day af-
ter lawmakers questioned Jus-
tice Department officials about 
the probe and Mueller’s inde-
pendence, and after a friend of 
Trump said the White House 
was considering firing Mueller.

Deputy Attorney General Rod 
Rosenstein, who appointed 
Mueller last month, testified 
earlier this week he has seen no 
evidence of good cause to fire 
Mueller.

Also Wednesday, Senate Judi-
ciary Chairman Charles Gras-
sley said his panel will investi-
gate the removal of former FBI 
Director James Comey and “any 
alleged improper partisan inter-

ference in law enforcement in-
vestigations.”

Grassley announced the inves-
tigation in a letter to California 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein, the pa-
nel’s top Democrat. Grassley’s 
office said the letter is in respon-
se to a recent letter from Feins-
tein requesting that the commi-
ttee seek details from senior FBI 
leadership about Comey’s inte-
ractions with President Donald 
Trump before he was fired.

The letter said the investiga-
tion will also probe Comey’s 
testimony that Loretta Lynch, 
as President Barack Obama’s 
attorney general, had directed 
him to describe an FBI pro-
be into Hillary Clinton’s email 
practices as merely a “matter” 
and to avoid calling it an inves-
tigation.

“You and I agree that the Ame-
rican people deserve a full ac-
counting of attempts to meddle 
in both our democratic proces-
ses and the impartial adminis-
tration of justice [...] It is my 
view that fully investigating the 
facts, circumstances, and ratio-
nale for Mr. Comey’s removal 
will provide us the opportunity 
to do that on a cooperative, bi-
partisan basis,” according to the 
letter.

Feinstein has said the Judi-
ciary Committee should inves-
tigate, but had asked Grassley 
to keep the investigations sepa-
rate. Grassley said Comey’s dis-
missal and Comey’s testimony 
on Lynch should be looked at 
together, noting that Comey 
“took the opportunity in his tes-
timony to clear his own name by 
denouncing as false the admi-
nistration’s claims that the FBI 
rank-and-file had lost confiden-
ce in Mr. Comey’s leadership in 
the wake of the Clinton email 
investigation.” AP

At least 31 people were 
killed in the night- 

long siege of a popular 
Mogadishu restaurant by 
al-Shabab Islamic extre-
mists that was ended yes-
terday by security forces.

Somali survivors ear-
ly described harrowing 
scenes in which attackers 
hunted patrons of the 
popular Pizza House res-
taurant. The injured were 
taken by ambulances.

Al-Shabab claimed res-
ponsibility as the restau-
rant was under siege.

Soldiers surrounded the 
restaurant building and 
used guns mounted on 
the backs of vehicles to 
neutralize the militants. 
Troops entered the ground 
floor while the insurgent 
snipers held positions ups-
tairs.

All five attackers were kil-

led and after dawn the sol-
diers secured the building, 
said senior Somali police 
office Capt. Mohamed 
Hussein. The troops’ ef-
forts to take control of the 
restaurant were slowed 
by the darkness of night, 
forcing them to wait until 
morning, said Hussein.

Survivors said they hid 
under tables and curtains 
as attackers continued fi-
ring in the restaurant and 
hunted for patrons. Atta-
ckers moved from room to 
room, looking for people, 
said a survivor.

“I never thought I wou-
ld have the chance to see 
the sun again. They were 
killing people on sight,” 
Saida Hussein, a univer-
sity student, told The As-
sociated Press. She said 
she survived the attack by 
hiding behind a large table 

downstairs.
Another survivor, Aden 

Karie, was wounded by an 
attacker who spotted him 
moving behind a curtain 
in the dark room.

“He shot at me twice and 
one bullet struck me on 
the leg,” said Karie as he 
was taken to an awaiting 
ambulance.

The roofs were blown off 
the restaurant and nearby 
buildings from the power-
ful blasts.

The bodies of five girls 
thought to have been kil-
led by the militants were 
found in the restaurant, 
said police. Inside the bui-
lding, the body of a Syrian 
man who worked as a chef 
at restaurant lay near the 
rubble of a blood-spat-
tered and bullet-marked 
wall.

The attack began We-

dnesday evening a car 
bomb exploded at the gate 
to the restaurant and then 
gunmen posing as military 
forces stormed into the es-
tablishment.

An ambulance driver 
with the Amin Ambulance 
service, Khalif Dahir, said 
yesterday they had carried 
17 bodies and 26 wounded 
people. Most of the victims 
were young men who had 
been entering the Pizza 
House when the vehicle 
exploded, Hussein said.

The gunmen “were dres-
sed in military uniforms. 
They forced those fleeing 
the site to go inside” the 
restaurant, witness Nur 
Yasin told AP.

The blast largely des-
troyed the restaurant’s 
facade and sparked a fire. 
While al-Shabab claimed 
to have attacked the nei-

ghboring Posh Treats res-
taurant, which is frequen-
ted by the city’s elite and 
was damaged in the blast, 
security officials said the 
Pizza House was targeted 
instead.

Security forces rescued 
Asian, Ethiopian, Kenyan 
and other workers at Posh 
Treats as the attack conti-
nued, Hussein said.

The Somalia-based al- 
Shabab often targets hi-
gh-profile areas of Moga-
dishu, including hotels, 
military checkpoints and 
areas near the presiden-
tial palace. It has vowed 
to step up attacks after 
the recently elected go-
vernment launched a new 
military offensive against 
it. AP

USA-RUSSiA

Reports say Mueller probe now 
examining possible obstruction

SOMAliA

Survivors tell of restaurant siege by rebels; 31 dead

 
They made 
up a phony 
collusion with 
the Russians 
story, found 
zero proof, so 
now they go for 
obstruction of 
justice.

DONALD TRUMP 
ON TWITTER
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Former FBI director Robert Mueller
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this day in history

The famous neon sign 
of a cowgirl in downtown 
Las Vegas has been taken 
down as part of the con-
struction of a planned ca-
sino-resort.

After more than two dec-
ades on Freemont Street, 
“Vegas Vickie” was dis-
mantled this week.

Casino owner Derek Ste-
vens says his company is 
looking for a home for the 
neon sign. It was creat-
ed in 1980 and originally 
dubbed “Sassy Sally” af-
ter a casino of that name.

Stevens’ company is 
planning to transform the 
space previously occu-
pied by the Las Vegas 
Club.

 Offbeat
less vegas: landmark ‘vegas 
vickie’ neon cowgirl sign removed 

Former Communist prime minister Imre Nagy, the man who 
symbolises the 1956 Hungarian uprising, has been given a for-
mal public funeral 31 years after he was executed.

The capital, Budapest, came to a standstill as thousands 
came to pay their respects to Nagy who in 1956 formed a go-
vernment dedicated to freeing itself from Soviet communism.

Buildings were draped in black, church bells peeled and there 
was a one-minute silence across the country.

His coffin was placed on the steps of the Exhibition Hall in 
Heroes Square, alongside four of his comrades and one empty 
coffin symbolising the Unknown Revolutionary.

Among the mourners who placed wreaths and flowers were 
a handful of the 200,000 exiles who had fled the country after 
Soviet tanks crushed the revolution in November 1956.

General Bela Kiraly a commander of the 1956 uprising paid 
tribute to Hungary’s fallen hero and said the reburial opened “a 
new epoch”.

The ceremony comes at time of political moves away from 
Soviet influence.

Multiparty elections due to take place next year will see the 
end of the Communist Party’s leading role in Hungary.

Imre Nagy was prime minister of Hungary from 1953 till 1955 
when the Communist Party expelled him for, among other thin-
gs, wanting to release political prisoners and liberalise the eco-
nomy.

In October 1956 students revolted against the state and de-
manded the reinstatement of Mr Nagy and he returned to power.

Encouraged by an apparent promise of outside help, Nagy 
appealed to the UN and Western governments for protection 
from Soviet troops.

But with the Suez crisis in full swing and no real appetite for 
fighting the USSR over a crisis in Eastern Europe, the West did 
not respond.

The Soviet military’s response was swift and devastating. 
Some 30,000 people were killed in Budapest alone and thou-
sands more sought political asylum in the West.

Mr Nagy took refuge in the Yugoslav embassy. He had been 
assured safe passage by the newly appointed Hungarian leader 
Janos Kadar but was abducted by Soviet agents while on a 
bus home.

He was executed exactly 31 years ago on 16 June 1958 af-
ter a secret trial in Budapest in which he was accused of high 
treason.

His body was dumped face down in an unmarked grave in 
the Kozma Street Cemetery and his relatives were harassed by 
police whenever they went to lay flowers.

Now he has been reburied there with full honours and Kadar, 
who remained in power until last year, has been forced into re-
tirement.

Courtesy BBC news

1989 hungary reburies fallen 
  hero imre nagy

On 6 July 1989 the Hungarian Supreme Court acquitted Imre Nagy of 
the charges of high treason for which he had been executed.
Janos Kadar, the man who took over from Nagy and ruled the country for 
the following 30 years died in hospital on the same day.
Although many Hungarians never forgave him for his role in the crushing 
the 1956 uprising and his support for the Soviet repression of Czechoslo-
vakia in 1968, Kadar’s policy of “consumer socialism” turned Hungary 
into the most economically liberal and modern states of the Eastern Bloc.
In August 1989, two months after Nagy was reburied, Hungary played 
an important part in accelerating the collapse of Communism when it 
opened its border with Austria, allowing thousands of East Germans to 
escape to the West.
In June 1990 the country withdrew from any participation in Warsaw 
Pact military exercises and the following year the pact itself was dissolved.
In 1994 former communists and liberals formed a coalition following 
elections. Gyula Horn, the leader of the reform communists, pledged to 
continue free-market policies. 

cinema

saturday
10:40
11:15
12:00
12:30
13:00
13:30
14:50
18:35
18:55
19:50
20:30
21:00
21:10
23:00
23:30
00:30
01:05

Comedy    
Blaze Riders     
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous    
TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast (PT)   
Soap Opera
Miscellaneous    
Miscellaneous    
 Animals Anonimous
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (PT)  
Non-Daily Portuguese News
Drama (PT)    
TDM News    
Miscellaneous
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)  
RTPi Live    

TV canal macau
friday

13:00
13:30
14:50
17:00
18:20
19:10
19:40
20:30
21:15
22:10
23:00
23:30
01:05
01:55

TDM News (Repeat)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPi Live    
Revenge Sr 3    
Now Generation (Repeated) 
TDM Talk Show (Repeated) (PT)   
Soap Opera (PT)    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (PT)  
Miscellaneous
Now Generation    
TDM News    
Miscellaneous
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)  
RTPi Live    

sunday
10:35
11:00
12:00
12:30
13:00
13:30
14:50
18:15
19:30
19:45
20:30
21:00
22:00
23:00
00:10
00:45

Young Adult    
Sunday Mass (Live)    
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous    
TDM News (Repeated)  
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Zig Zag
Miscellaneous
Documentary Serie    
Miscellaneous     
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (PT)  
Non-Daily Portuguese News
Documentary Serie
TDM News
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
RTPi Live    

in context

cineteatro
8-14 Jun 

the mummy
room 1
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
director: alex kurtzman
Starring: Tom Cruise, Sofia Boutella, Annabelle Walls   
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 141min

reSident evil: vendetta
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
director: takanori tsujimoto
Starring:  orion acaba, erin Cahill, darin de Paul    
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 141min

who killed CoCk robin
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
director: Cheng wei-hao
Starring:   wei-ning hsu, Chia-yen ko, kaiser Chuang  
language: Putonghua (Chinese, english)
duration: 116min

macau tower
30 may - 21 June

wonder woman
(3d) 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30pm
director: Patty Jenkins
Starring: Chris Pine, Connie nielsen, robin wright   
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 141min
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aCroSS: 1- Listen to; 5- 1980s attorney general; 10- Will-___-wisp; 14- 
Met solo; 15- Blew it; 16- Antidote holder, maybe; 17- Trading center; 18- 
Consisting of three letters; 20- California border lake; 22- Mother of Calcutta; 
23- Underground room; 25- Draws; 26- Sway; 27- Winning tic-tac-toe line; 
28- Energy units; 32- Latin love; 33- Singer John; 35- Eliel Saarinen’s son; 
36- Conducted; 37- City in GA; 38- Campaign pro; 39- “___ Tu” (‘70s hit); 41- 
Squeeze; 43- Ballet jump; 44- Not acid; 45- Cabinet dept.; 46- Picks up the 
check; 48- E or G, e.g.; 50- Agreement; 51- Dig out the whole plant; 54- Glass 
bottle; 55- Having keen hearing; 57- Hog sound; 61- I could ___ horse!; 62- 
Elevate; 63- Forearm bone; 64- Hwys.; 65- Titles; 66- Perceived;
 
down: 1- Stage hog; 2- Significant period; 3- Broadcast; 4- Dangerous snake, 
familiarly; 5- Marsh gas; 6- Mistake; 7- Pennsylvania port; 8- Poivre’s partner; 
9- Version; 10- Supervise; 11- Make 
weary; 12- Lukas of “Witness”; 13- First 
name in scat; 19- Driving peg; 21- Pub 
preference; 23- Photographic device; 
24- Wears away; 25- Implements; 26- 
Spy in Canaan; 27- Sleek swimmer; 
29- Say again; 30- Seedy; 31- Mends a 
shoe; 34- Big; 40- Ladies of Spain; 41- 
Template; 42- Walks with long steps; 
43- Envious; 47- “Michael Collins” 
actor; 49- Alley-___; 50- The ones 
here; 51- ___-friendly; 52- Excellent, 
slangily; 53- Appraise, charge per unit; 
54- Prissy; 56- Bond rating; 58- Land in 
la mer; 59- U-turn from SSW; 60- Neb. 
neighbor; 

THE BoRN LoSER by Chip SansomYoUR STARS
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Yesterday’s solution

CRoSSWoRDS USEFUL TELEPHoNE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. hospital 28 313 731
kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCm 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water Supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
macau daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

min max Condition

China

world

11
16
11
11
17

drizzle
drizzle/cloudy

cloudy
clear

cloudy/drizzle

23
17
25
23
19
15
18
19
18
19
20
19
19
23
25
27

36
30
36
35
33
26
27
25
23
29
28
28
27
29
31
30

16
32
29
19
25

clear/cloudy
clear

clear/cloudy
clear

cloudy
cloudy/shower

overcast
shower/overcast

moderate rain
cloudy
cloudy

drizzle/cloudy
cloudy/overcast

rainstorm
thundershower

shower

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You care about people, but right now, 
you are so driven by ambition you are 
in danger of seeing people as a means 
to an end. Don’t get too caught up in 
thinking about the ways in which they 
can help you

April 20-May 20
You’ll be thrilled with your 
surroundings once you arrive at your 
destination and so delighted with your 
accommodations and the various 
other niceties offered, you’ll become a 
walking billboard.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Because you generally rule 
the roost with uncontested 
authority, the challenge to your 
iron control that comes today 
could leave you momentarily 
speechless

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You likely are not feeling emotionally 
and physically up to it, but you will 
probably need to confront a personal 
situation today. Dodging the issue 
now will only stretch it out and make 
its effect linger.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You’re a natural leader, but be on 
guard -- don’t allow any arrogance 
to gain the upper hand. Pushing 
your weight around may get you 
some cooperation in the short 
term.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You will really begin to see some solid 
and gratifying results today if you’ve 
been working hard on a creative 
project -- perhaps related to home 
improvement or maybe an artistic 
work

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
If you’re feeling down in the dumps 
today, you just need to get out of 
bed and make something happen, 
regardless of your feelings. Events 
in the past are over and can’t be 
changed

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Others will be eager to fall into 
step behind you today, so make 
sure you have some idea of where 
you’re going. Fixing your sights on a 
destination shouldn’t be a problem, 
though

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
This is a great time to brainstorm, 
collaborate and form new 
partnerships with people who 
really have something interesting 
to say. You aren’t in the same 
mood as all of your friends.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Getting up in front of a crowd is easy 
for you today. You could be making 
an important business presentation, 
speaking to a classroom of students 
or making a heartfelt toast at a 
fabulous holiday party.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Prepare for an important 
upcoming meeting so you can 
make a meaningful contribution 
and help gather enough 
information to make an intelligent 
decision.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Have you been having trouble 
sleeping? Exhaustion is your 
constant companion today. Staring 
wide-eyed at the clock in the middle 
of the night is no fun and does a real 
number on your attitude.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Tim Dahlberg, Las Vegas

FloYd Mayweather Jr. 
will come out of retire-
ment to meet UFC star 
Conor McGregor in an 

Aug. 26 boxing match that will 
feature two of the top-selling fi-
ghters in the world.

The two fighters both annou-
nced the fight Wednesday, after 
months of speculation about 
whether Mayweather would re-
turn at the age of 40 to face a 
mixed martial arts fighter who 
has never had a pro boxing fight.

Oddsmakers immediately 
made Mayweather a big 11-1 
favorite in a fight that will take 
place in a boxing ring and be 
governed by boxing rules. It will 
take place at 154 pounds.

“It’s official,” Mayweather said 
on Instagram next to a video 
poster of both fighters.

“THE FIGHT IS ON,” McGre-
gor tweeted several minutes ear-
lier, posting a picture of himself 
next to one of Mayweather’s fa-
ther, Floyd Sr.

Mayweather, who retired in 
September 2015 after winning 
all 49 of his pro fights, will face 
the Irish UFC superstar at the T-
Mobile arena on the Las Vegas 
Strip. He had tweeted a pictu-
re of himself sparring in recent 
days to show he was already get-
ting ready for the bout.

“This is really an unpreceden-
ted event,” said Stephen Espino-
za, who heads Showtime Sports, 

which will handle the pay-per-
view. “Really we haven’t seen 
anything in modern history that 
resembles it, it’s impossible to 
predict how many sales this will 
do.”

Espinoza said the fight came 
together quickly after McGregor 
and the UFC reached agreement 

last month on their end of the 
deal and Mayweather’s team 
pushed for the fight in recent 
days.

“All parties were motivated 
and reasonable and thrilled 
we could get everything done,” 
he said. “The sky’s the limit on 
this.”

Financial terms were not relea-
sed, though Mayweather got the 
greater share of revenue when 
he fought Manny Pacquiao and 
is expected to have a similar per-
centage against McGregor.

Depending on pay-per-view 
sales, both fighters could earn 
huge purses, though probably 

not the USD200 million or so 
Mayweather earned for Pac-
quiao.

McGregor, the wildly popular 
UFC star, is 21-3 in UFC fights, 
and is coming off a win in No-
vember against Eddie Alvarez. 
Though he hasn’t boxed profes-
sionally, McGregor did box whi-
le growing up and is known for 
his striking expertise in UFC.

“The reason he’s such a supers-
tar is this guy will fight anyone, 
anywhere and at any time,” UFC 
chief Dana White said about his 
fighter. “It’s the right fight at the 
right place at the right time.”

Mayweather will come off a two- 
year retirement in a bout that 
McGregor has been pushing for 
nearly that long. It finally came 
together and Nevada boxing of-
ficials on Wednesday approved 
the date for a Mayweather Pro-
motions bout.

Though oddsmakers make 
Mayweather a big favorite, the 
thought of the fight has excited 
many in the MMA world. It has 
also intrigued some in boxing, 
though most dismiss McGre-
gor’s chances under boxing ru-
les against one of the greatest 
defensive fighters in history.

Adding to McGregor’s challen-
ge the fighters will be using 
10-ounce boxing gloves instead 
of the smaller UFC gloves and 
he will not be allowed to use the 
leg kicks or takedowns that are 
used in mixed martial arts.

Even if the actual bout may not 
shape up as a great matchup, 
the run-up to the fight will. Both 
fighters are noted for their abi-
lity to sell their fights, and both 
have exchanged in trash talking 
and more to promote their bou-
ts.

“As with every Mayweather 
and McGregor fight part of the 
appeal is the spectacle and out-
size personalities who are parti-
cipating in it,” Espinoza said. AP

Tales Azzoni, Kazan

Portugal is hoping 
a red-hot Cristiano 

Ronaldo can continue his 
sparkling form and help 
the European champions 
show that their victory at 
Euro 2016 wasn’t a fluke.

With Ronaldo looking at 
the peak of his game, Por-
tugal trained for the first 
time in Russia yesterday 
ahead of its Confedera-
tions Cup debut against 
Mexico on Sunday.

Ronaldo, the reigning 
world player of the year, 
is enjoying one of his 
greatest career runs, ha-
ving scored 18 goals in his 
last 11 matches, including 
two in Real Madrid’s 4-1 

win over Juventus in the 
Champions League final. 
He also scored important 
goals in the decisive stages 
of the Spanish league, a 
competition Madrid won 
this season for the first 
time in five years.

“Obviously there are no 
words to describe what 
Cristiano means to our 
country, with everything 
that he has achieved,” 
Portugal defender Bru-
no Alves said Thursday. 
“He is an idol even for the 
players, and we hope that 
he can help Portugal with 
some of his goals and vic-
tories.”

Ronaldo’s recent perfor-
mances have left him in 
a strong position to catch 

up with Lionel Messi with 
a fifth world player of the 
year award. He would al-
most certainly secure the 
prize if he can help Por-
tugal win the Confedera-
tions Cup, the main war-
m-up event for next year’s 
World Cup.

Ronaldo has 11 goals in 
five games with the natio-
nal team this season, in-
cluding two in Portugal’s 
3-0 win at Latvia in Eu-
ropean World Cup quali-
fying last week, the team’s 
last match before the Con-
federations Cup.

Portugal arrived in Rus-
sia as one of the title fa-
vorites, and also with a 
unique chance to show 
that last year’s European 

triumph didn’t come by 
accident.

“Portugal always shows 
ambition in every com-
petition that it plays,” Al-
ves said. “Now we have 
to show on the pitch why 
we are being considered 
favorites. We have already 
shown our strength in the 
past, and we want to do it 
again. We want to show 
that we are able to win 
more tournaments.”

Portugal is making its 
first appearance in the 
Confederations Cup, the 
eight-nation competition 
played by continental 
champions plus host Rus-
sia and World Cup win-
ner Germany. The other 
teams are New Zealand, 

Cameroon, Chile, Austra-
lia and Mexico.

Portugal, which made it 
to the tournament after 
beating host France in 
the Euro 2016 final, is in 
Group A along with Rus-
sia, New Zealand and Me-
xico.

Portugal won 2-1 the 
only time it faced Mexico 
in an official match, in the 
group stage of the 2006 
World Cup in Germany. 
Portugal won 1-0 in a 
friendly in 2014.

“Mexico has shown that 
it is a very good team, 
always playing attacking 
football,” Alves said. “It is 
an aggressive team, pres-
sing you all the time, but I 
think that we have enough 
quality to win this game.”

Cedric Soares and Pepe, 
who had been practi-
cing separately because 
they were not fully fit, 
joined the rest of Portu-
gal’s group in yesterday’s 
session at Rubin Kazan’s 
training grounds. AP

BOxiNG

Mayweather coming back 
to fight UFC star McGregor

FOOTBAll

Portugal hoping Ronaldo can 
continue his good form in Russia

Floyd Mayweather Jr. Conor McGregor
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EU CoUrt advisEr says bridgE is a 
sport - for taxEs at lEast

An adviser to the European Union’s top court 
has an official opinion about something that ve-
xes sports fans and card players alike: is a game 
like bridge a sport? He says yes — at least when 
it comes to taxes.

Advocate General Maciej Szpunar said in his 
advice on a case pitting the English Bridge Union 
against British tax authorities that to be a sport 
within the meaning of the VAT system “a physi-

cal element is not necessary.”
The EBU wanted a tax exemption linked to 

sports for entrance fees to tournaments, which 
the British authorities refused, claiming a sport 
must have a significant element of physical acti-
vity.

The advice will be an important element when 
the full Court of Justice reaches a decision in the 
coming months.

20-40
Good

20-40
Good
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CSR downStReam: BuSineSS 
CaSe foR #PlaStiCfReeJuly

Major transformations in the way businesses interact 
with their communities and the acceptance of respon-
sibilities to all stakeholders have been spearheaded by 
major disruptions, critical incidents and tipping points.

Not having always been the case, we now endorse 
the idea of a company having social responsibilities 
(CSR). In past times, laws have been in place to sa-
feguard a company’s primary responsibility - only to its 
shareholders.

CSR has become an inescapable priority for busi-
nesses in pursuit of political legitimacy and communi-
ty-based license to operate. These benefits of CSR, 
along with justifications around moral obligations and 
securing insurance that a good reputation provides, 
have one great failing; they are based upon the belief 
that there is a tension between the interests of business 
and those of society.  This perception is not so different 
from the worn-out idea that philanthropy is a tax on sha-
reholders that earlier laws seen in some jurisdictions 
were to protect against.

It took community outcry against some horrific inci-
dents and crises before firms started to understand 
their impact on the world.  Minamata disease (mercury 
poisoning from industrial wastewater), Nike’s swea-
tshops, the Bhopal Disaster, Exxon Valdez oil spill 
- these cases are repeatedly put forward to impress 
upon corporates how bottom line profitability comes 
with broader responsibilities.

The scope of responsibilities has increased over time, 
from the rights and welfare of employees, environmen-
tal impact, to abuse of natural and human resources up 
the supply chain. Sustainability is to be managed along 
with profitability. The triple bottom line (social, environ-
mental and financial) are now important measures re-
quired by many jurisdictions, investors and customers 
in strengthening corporate governance. 

We have thus seen a convergence of corporate 
and social interests, and CSR has become a source 
of opportunity, innovation and competitive advantage: 
Fair Trade Certification, Organic Cotton Accelerator, 
B Corporations come to mind. Responsibility to the 
broader community can become part of the business 
strategy, integral to the business model and therefo-
re sustainable in the long term as it defines corporate 
performance. 

In Macau, Venetian’s SME program supporting lo-
cal enterprises to deliver products and services to set 
specifications, quality and timeliness exemplifies this.  
Cynically, the program can be viewed through the ear-
lier prism of complying with governmental pressure to 
ensure operational legitimacy. Offering a system of 
training, financial and technical support to small local 
business, however, has immediate and long-term im-
pact on the corporate’s own supply chain efficiencies.

There is yet another major transformation upon the 
horizon.  We have seen the evolution of the scope of 
corporate responsibility from shareholders only to any 
impact starting at the top of the supply chain (raw mate-
rials) to the point of after-sales service to the customers.  
The new wave of pressure now focuses on the other 
side: downstream, both figuratively and physically.  

The profitability that our consumption enables crea-
tes waste and environmental destruction that has been 
palmed off to governments, NGOs and consumers to 
solve, and innocents are caught in the detritus. These 
groups are losing the war on clearing up after the con-
sumption that has enabled convenience, wealth crea-
tion and pulled others out of poverty: herein a moral 
and systemic dilemma.

The overfilled landfills constitute a tipping point; ferry 
accidents between here and Hong Kong due to flotsam 
may be some of the critical incidents; and should we 
continue not capturing and retaining in our economies 
the value of our resources - both natural and economic 
– we shall start to see major disruptions to the way we 
live, work and play. 

The War on Waste is gaining traction because the 
tipping points, the critical incidents and disruptions are 
becoming visible. One campaign in this war is #Plas-
ticFreeJuly. This year over a million people from 130 
countries will say no to single-use plastic thus helping 
to expand the sights of corporate responsibility downs-
tream.

Bizcuits
Leanda Lee

Somalia islamic 
extremists attacked 
a popular Somalia 
restaurant in an overnight 
siege and killed 31 people 
— many at point-blank 
range — before they were 
slain by security forces, 
police said yesterday. 
More on p14

iSrael Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
promised yesterday to 
promote plans for an 
ambitious Mediterranean 
undersea natural gas 
pipeline project, in a 
bid by his country to 
become a key european 
energy supplier. israel is 
hoping to export much 
of its newly discovered 
natural gas to europe by a 
proposed 2,200-kilometer 
undersea pipeline to 
Cyprus and Greece.

Syria Government 
forces are marching 
toward the last town held 
by the islamic State group 
in the central province of 
homs in the latest push 
by President Bashar 
Assad’s forces.

turkey’s main 
opposition party set 
off on a 425-kilometer 
march yesterday from 
the capital to an istanbul 
prison to protest the 
conviction of one of its 
lawmakers. Thousands 
began walking from 
Ankara, with police at the 
scene.

germany-auStria 
Germany and Austria 
voiced sharp criticism 
yesterday of the latest 
U.S. sanctions against 
Moscow, saying they 
could affect European 
businesses involved in 
piping in Russian natural 
gas.

Colombia’s foreign 
minister said yesterday 
that the implementation 
of last year’s peace 
agreement with leftist 
rebels, ending one of the 
world’s bloodiest and 
longest-running armed 
conflicts, “has been more 
difficult” than expected.

Edith M. Lederer, 
United Nations

Migrants are sen-
ding home billions of 

dollars more than they did 
a decade ago — and the rate 
of growth in remittances is 
almost double the increase 
in migration, according to a 
U.N. report released yester-
day.

The report commissioned 
by the International Fund 
for Agricultural Develop-
ment says that remittan-
ces increased by 51 percent 
during the decade from 
2007 to 2016 while migra-
tion rose by 28 percent and 
population in the home 
countries of migrants grew 
by 13 percent.

The Rome-based U.N. 
agency which fights poverty 
in rural areas said the report 
is the first to examine a 10-
year trend in migration and 
remittance flows. It said the 
findings are based on a se-
ries of studies and surveys 
commissioned by the fund, 
known as IFAD, and on 
its analyses of World Bank 
data.

According to the report, 
remittances increased in al-
most all regions of the world, 
but the sharp rise between 
2007 and 2016 was mainly 
due to Asia which saw an 87 
percent increase in money 
sent home from migrants.

IFAD President Gilbert 
Houngbo said what’s most 
important is the impact on 

the lives of family members 
and others who receive the 
money.

“The small amounts of 
USD200 or $300 that each 
migrant sends home make 
up about 60 percent of the 
family’s household income, 
and this makes an enormous 
difference in their lives and 
the communities in which 
they live,” he said in a state-
ment.

According to the report, 
more than 200 million mi-
grant workers are now su-
pporting an estimated 800 
million family members 
around the world.

And it projects that this 
year one billion people — 
one-in-seven people in the 
world — will be involved in 
either sending or receiving 
more than $450 million in 
remittances.

“About 40 percent of remi-
ttances — $200 billion — are 
sent to rural areas where 

the majority of poor people 
live,” said Pedro de Vascon-
celos, manager of IFAD’s 
Financing Facility for Remi-
ttances and the report’s lead 
author. “This money is spent 
on food, health care, better 
educational opportunities 
and improved housing and 
sanitation.”

The study estimates that 
between 2015 and 2030 an 
estimated $6.5 trillion will 
be sent to low- and middle- 
income countries.

Over 100 countries receive 
more than $100 million in 
remittances every year, the 
report said, led by China, In-
dia, the Philippines, Mexico 
and Pakistan.

It said the top 10 sending 
countries account for almost 
half the annual remittances: 
United States, Saudi Arabia, 
Russia, United Arab Emira-
tes, Germany, Kuwait, Fran-
ce, Qatar, United Kingdom 
and Italy. AP

UN RePORT

Migrants sending 
billions more home 
than in 2007
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