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crown’s offshore 
network is hard to find

capital airlines links 
macau to lisbon

Since the Australian casino 
operator’s staff were detained, 
its network of offices appears 
to have vanished

Starting from July 25, Capital 
Airlines will run four flights per 
week between Macau and 
Beijing  P2

uber ceo 
kalanick 
resigns

PhiliPPines Muslim 
rebels fled after 
freeing dozens of 
hostages from a 
school in a southern 
Philippine village 
yesterday and were 
being pursued by 
army troops, as 
a daylong crisis 
eased in the volatile 
region. At least four 
rebels were killed 
and two government 
militiamen were 
wounded in the 
fighting, which caused 
nearly 1,000 villagers 
to flee to safety. 
More on p12

Thailand A man 
arrested over the 
bombing of an army 
hospital in Bangkok 
said that he carried 
out the attack that 
wounded 21 people as 
an act of resistance 
against Thailand’s 
ruling military junta.

singaPore An 
auxiliary police officer 
who planned to join the 
armed conflict against 
Syria’s government 
has been arrested 
along with one of 
his colleagues, the 
Singapore Home Affairs 
Ministry said. More on p13

saudi arabia’s King 
Salman yesterday 
appointed his 31-year-
old son Mohammed 
bin Salman as crown 
prince, placing him 
first-in-line to the 
throne and removing 
the country’s 
counterterrorism czar 
and a figure well-known 
to Washington from the 
line of succession.
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Al eleCTion

Macanese vie to keep 
political weight 

Hong Kong is 
2nd-most expensive 
city for expats  P10 
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Julie Zhu

The Chairman of Tigerair 
Taiwan, Chang Ho-Jo, said 

that the low-cost carrier will 
increase the frequency of fligh-
ts between Macau and Taiwan, 
starting from August. 

The information was annou-
nced on the sidelines of a ce-
remony where the company 
welcomed its three-millionth 
passenger at the Macau Inter-
national Airport. 

Specifically, the airline is con-
sidering adding three – and 
possibly up to seven – additio-
nal lines connecting both re-
gions. Currently, there are 42 
links between Macau and seve-
ral destinations in Taiwan.

At the end of March, Tigerair 
Taiwan launched a new route 
between Macau and Taichung. 

The airline’s chairman dis-
closed that this route has been 
running well, despite the unba-
lanced number of passengers. 
According to Chang, there are 
more passengers flying to Ma-
cau from Taichung and fewer 
passengers flying to Taichung 
departing from Macau. 

The number of passengers is 
more balanced with respect to 
cities such as Taipei and Kaoh-
siung.

For the past few years, Tige-
rair Taiwan has been running a 
deficit. However, Chang expres-
sed his optimism concerning 
the airline’s revenue in 2017, 
noting that Tigerair Taiwan can 
naturally continue its opera-
tions.

In July, the airline will unveil 
an independent website, that 

the company anticipates will 
allow it to seize more opportu-
nities. In particular, they hope 
to convince more passengers 
to choose Tigerair Taiwan to 

provide one of their connecting 
flights on the way to their final 
destination. “Currently, we are 
still sharing a website with Ti-
gerair Singapore, but after July 

11 [the date on which  Tigerair 
Taiwan will cease sharing their 
website with Tigerair Singapo-
re] we will bump sales regar-
ding this aspect, […] by letting 

the transit passengers become 
the main source of customers,” 
explained Chang.

So far this year, the airline has 
registered a 20 percent increa-
se on average when compared 
to the homologous period of 
last year. Most noticeably, the 
airline’s passenger load factor 
reached more than 80 percent, 
a jump from the previous load 
factor of over 70 percent.

In the upcoming December, 
the airline will include another 
aircraft in the operations ba-
sed in Kaosiung city. “We will 
transfer some operations to 
Kaosiung, where we hope to ex-
pand the tourism market,” said 
Chang. 

With the addition of this new 
aircraft, Tigerair Taiwan will 
have a total of 11 aircraft in its 
fleet.

In yesterday’s celebration, the 
three-millionth Tigerair Taiwan 
passenger, who happens to be a 
Macau resident, took the airli-
ne’s flight to Taipei. 

To celebrate the milestone, 
Tigerair Taiwan awarded the 
passenger with a one-year pass 
offering free passage on an un-
limited number of flights run 
by Tigerair Taiwan. 

Chief Executive, 
Chui Sai On, is in 

Shanghai for a two-day 
visit. He is due to meet 
leaders of the Shanghai 
municipality to review 
current cooperation and 
explore further ties. 

His visit is an effort to 
“expand cooperation on 
MICE (meetings, incen-
tives, conferences and 
exhibitions) business, 
cultural affairs, medical 

and health sector servi-
ces, and the training of 
civil servants.” 

 “Macau will continue 
to assist Shanghai busi-
nesses to explore oppor-
tunities in Portuguese- 
speaking countries,” he 
said yesterday before 
leaving Macau.  

According to a state-
ment issued by the Go-
vernment Information 
Bureau, Macau and 

Shanghai have a long 
history of close relations. 
Such ties included Shan-
ghai sending experien-
ced doctors to Macau in 
order to train a greater 
number of medical pro-
fessionals. The two cities 
also signed a memoran-
dum in 2012 on streng-
thening financial coope-
ration in relation to the 
China (Shanghai) Pilot 
Free Trade Zone and on 

mutual contributions to 
the process of interna-
tionalizing the use of the 
renminbi.

During his two-day vi-
sit to Shanghai, Chui will 
be attending an event 
to mark the 75th anni-
versary of the Tai Fung 
Bank and the launch of 
the institution’s Shan-
ghai branch. 

 In other comments, 
Chui stressed that the 

government has dedica-
ted all possible efforts 
to protecting Macau’s 
cultural heritage. The 
government does not 
believe Macau is under 
risk of being taken off 
the UNESCO world he-
ritage list and maintains 
that the government will 
not do anything to nega-
tively affect the Historic 
Center of Macau.

Chui added that local 

authorities “maintained 
constant and close tou-
ch” with UNESCO ex-
perts and often invited 
them to Macau.

On the issue of public 
housing, Chui stated 
that the government is 
determined to use plots 
in Avenida Wai Long in 
Taipa for the accommo-
dation of public housing 
units. He added that 
departments under the 
secretary for Transport 
and Public Works are 
working on planning the 
project.

 
 

Tigerair to run more flights 
between Macau and Taiwan

Chui visits Shanghai to strengthen ties 

Chang Ho-Jo

Starting from July 25, Capital Air-
lines will run four flights per week be-

tween Macau and Beijing. 
Eric Fong, director of the Marketing De-

partment of the Macau International Ai-
port Co. Ltd, said that the flight will main-
ly establish a connection with the direct 
flight between Beijing and Lisbon. 

“Capital airline has opened a route to Lis-
bon. Macau is the platform between China 
and the Portuguese-speaking Countries. 
[The airline] considers that Macau has the 
potential to be included in the new line,” 
said Fong. 

On Capital Airlines’ website, it is indica-

ted that direct flights between Beijing and 
Lisbon will be available until December 
31. 

Fong told the Times that these dates are 
schedules for the summer season, further 
indicating that the flight operator “might 
consider extending the lifespan of this line 
a little bit more.” He added that “reactions 
[from the passengers] seem to be quite 
good.” 

Fong also disclosed that, in August, the-
re will be one daily flight running between 
Macau and Jakarta, and that more fligh-
ts between Macau and cities in Southeast 
Asia will also be added. Eric Fong

Capital Airlines links Macau and Lisbon
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Zhuhai bus 
driver strike 
 
Bus drivers in Zhuhai went 
on strike on Tuesday to 
express their dissatisfaction 
with low salaries and 
social welfare benefits. On 
Tuesday, approximately 95 
percent of the region’s bus 
drivers stopped driving. 
The drivers organized 
demonstrations in front of 
the Zhuhai government office 
and a petition stating that 
the bus company, the only 
state-owned bus company 
in Zhuhai, is corrupt. The 
petition alleges that the 
company’s leaders took public 
money into their own pockets. 
A report by the Hong Kong 
Economic Times revealed that 
the Zhuhai government and 
the bus company agreed to 
increase the drivers’ monthly 
salaries by RMB1,200, placing 
their new salary at RMB5,300.  

Toothpick 
crossbow 
sparks 
concerns
  
The Toothpick Crossbow, 
a new type of toy sold in 
mainland China, has raised 
concerns at the Education and 
Youth Affairs Bureau (DSEJ) 
and the Judiciary Police 
(PJ). The PJ have warned 
that the crossbow is in fact a 
kind of weapon, and it might 
be used to inflict physical 
injury on people. They have 
consequently called upon 
local schools to ban students 
from bringing this weapon 
to school, and appealed to 
parents to prevent their 
children from purchasing or 
playing with it. The DSEJ 
noted that, up to this point, 
the bureau has not received 
any reports from local 
schools regarding students 
in possession of a toothpick 
crossbow.

Man robbed of 
HKD1.5m in 
hotel room
 
Three mainland residents 
[two men and one woman] 
have been arrested for 
robbing 1.5 million patacas 
from a mainland resident in 
a Cotai hotel room. The two 
men have yet to be detained 
by the police. The victim 
earns money from currency 
exchange (HKD to RMB). The 
female suspect phoned the 
victim to exchange RMB1.4 
million into HKD1.5 million. 
The victim brought the money 
to a pre-arranged hotel room, 
but, upon arrival, he was 
assaulted by three men while 
the woman assailed him with 
pepper spray. Following the 
assault, the suspects took the 
money and left.

Miguel de Senna FernandesJorge Neto Valente

legiSlATive ASSeMBly eleCTion 2017

Bloc voting scorned despite risk      of forfeiting political weight 
Daniel Beitler

In cosmopolitan Macau, a 
city where around 60 per-
cent of the total population 
was born abroad and whe-

re many others can trace their 
roots in the territory back only 
a single generation, the Macane-
se community is perhaps one of 
the few that can truly lay claim 
to the city’s past.

The community, commonly 
defined as those with a mixed 
Sino-Portuguese ethnicity and 
identity, wields more influence 
in the territory than their num-
bers would suggest. They are 
overrepresented in the fields of 
government, law and culture, 
and they hold a vast number of 
leadership roles in city-wide, 
multi-ethnic associations.

They may number as many as 
8000 but, according to some 
predictions, just eight to nine 
hundred of them will participate 
in the 2017 Legislative Assem-
bly (AL) election. When uni-
ted, the political weight of this 
ethnic group represents only a 
trivial fraction of the more than 
300,000 people in the territory 
who are eligible to vote.

But they are not united. When 
it comes to the election, mem-
bers of this prominent commu-
nity are as much divided in their 
choice of AL candidates as the 
rest of the electorate en masse. 
In political terms, there is no 
Macanese community at all.

Miguel de Senna Fernandes, 
president of the board of the 
Macanese Association, and re-
nowned local architect Carlos 
Marreiros put this partly down 
to the numbers.

With less than a thousand po-
tential voters of Sino-Portugue-
se identity, Senna Fernandes 
says that a Macanese-orientated 
platform would be akin to “po-
litical suicide” for any prospec-
tive legislator. It is a sentiment 
confirmed by Marreiros, who 
notes that “a genuine Macanese 
platform cannot attract enough 
voters.”

“[Legislative] candidates need 
more than just a Macanese pla-
tform,” said the architect, who 
was the president of the city’s 
cultural institute between 1989 
and 1992. “[The Macanese are] 
insignificant in terms of the ma-
thematics of the election.”

Under the current configura-
tion of Macau’s legislature body, 
two of the 33 lawmakers are Ma-
canese. They are Leonel Alberto 
Alves, a functional constituency 
lawmaker under the “professio-
nal” category and José Pereira 
Coutinho, the association presi-
dent and list leader of Nova Es-
perança (New Hope), who has 
consecutively reclaimed his seat 
in every election since 2005.

Both candidates are broadly 
popular with the Macanese po-
pulation although they stand 
on very different platforms. Al-
ves is sometimes regarded as a 
pro- business lawmaker, while 
Coutinho is considered more of 
a “unionist” and tends to find his 
support base among the city’s 
numerous civil servants.

Members of the Macanese 
community told the Times this 
week that they tend to vote as 
individuals rather than as a col-
lective. This is despite the tight- 
knit nature of the ethnic group, 
many of whom have familial or 
close relationships with incum-
bent legislators and senior go-
vernment officials.

“The Macanese are more ou-
tstanding as individuals than 
a community,” said Marreiros. 
“To say that the Macanese are 
not united is quite skeptical. 
They vote in their own interests 
[as individuals].”

Leonel Alves announced 
through Ponto Final this week 
that he will not be standing for 
re-election as the AL nominee 
for the Macau Professional In-
terests Union. Meanwhile, Cou-
tinho, who has confirmed he 
will once again vie for a seat in 
the legislature, openly admitted 
that New Hope has low expec-
tations for the 2017 election. “It 
will be difficult to elect even one 
[lawmaker],” he said.

“The interests of the Macanese 
are very diverse,” said Marrei-
ros. “For instance, [Pereira Cou-
tinho], whether you agree with 
him or not, has a wide spectrum, 
claiming to represent the Maca-
nese and the civil servants.”

At a pre-election press confe-
rence held last week, Coutinho 
stressed that discrimination in 
the public sector was a serious 
matter affecting the Macanese 
and Portuguese communities. 
Acting as a bridge between the 
key interest groups he represen-
ts, Coutinho accused the gover-
nment of “taking poor care of 
the defense of the Portuguese 
language” and of sidelining job 
applicants with a Portuguese-
sounding name.

However, Coutinho’s center- 
left orientation makes him an 
unappealing candidate to some 
within the Macanese communi-
ty, particularly those with busi-
ness interests, said Marreiros.

“There are those who do not 
appreciate Coutinho’s ‘unionist’ 
stance,” he said. “Entrepreneu-
rs will tend to prefer other pro-
fessional interests [candidates] 
from the business sector […] and 
they will be mostly Chinese.”

Senna Fernandes said that the 
two Macanese lawmakers are 
not meant to be representatives 

of this small community alone. 
While they sometimes cham-
pion Macanese interests, their 
election platform always covers 
a much wider scope and they 
are not specifically targeting Si-
no-Portuguese residents in their 
campaigns.

The resounding message of 
both Marreiros and Senna Fer-
nandes is that the Macanese 
will not necessarily vote for the 
Macanese. This perhaps puts 
Macanese candidates at a disad-
vantage when compared with 
more loyal political cleavages in 
the city, such as the Jiangmen or 
Fujian groups.

Speaking to the Times yes-
terday, Duarte Alves, a board 
member of the Young Macane-
se Association and the son of 
retiring lawmaker Leonel Aves, 
concurred that the Macanese 
community tends to vote by in-
dividual interest rather than as a 
cohesive bloc. 

“The other communities in 
Macau are much bigger [than 
the Macanese one] and so can 
throw their weight around,” he 
said. “Also, the Macanese – by 
their definition – are a mixed 
people, with one foot in the Chi-
nese world and the other in the 
Portuguese world. They are less 
inclined to vote as a group.”

There is a possibility then, with 
Coutinho’s uncertainty and the 
withdrawal of Alves, that for 
the first time in the MSAR’s his-
tory, the new Legislative Assem-
bly could feature no Macanese 
lawmakers.

“Coutinho is a fighter and has 
his own causes, and [Leonel] Al-
ves is a brilliant legislator,” said 
Senna Fernandes speaking prior 
to the latter’s withdrawal an-
nouncement. “If either of them 

 
The Macanese 
– by their 
definition – are 
a mixed people, 
with one foot 
in the Chinese 
world and the 
other in the 
Portuguese 
world.

DUARTE ALvES
YoUNG MACANESE ASSoCIATIoN
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Carlos Marreiros José Pereira Coutinho

legiSlATive ASSeMBly eleCTion 2017

Bloc voting scorned despite risk      of forfeiting political weight 

[do not return to the AL] this 
year, it would be a loss.”

Frederico Santos Rosario, the 
chairman of the board of the 
Grow uP eSports association in 
Macau and whose mother, Rita 
Santos, is responsible for ma-
naging New Hope’s election list, 
also cast his doubts over the fu-
ture of Macanese representation 
in the AL.

“I believe that the biggest issue 
is that we don’t have a lot of can-
didates who are really defending 
the Macanese community,” he 
said. “Of course we have Pereira 
Coutinho and the other Macane-
se representatives, but whether 
they will last after this election is 
an issue.”

The hope may instead lie with 
a new generation of Macanese 
who are becoming increasingly 
active as community leaders. 
One of them, Jorge Neto Valen-
te, the son of the famous lawyer 
of the same name, has a small 
chance at making his legislative 
debut this year.

Running as the third candida-
te on lawmaker Melinda Chan’s 
list, Alliance for Change, Valen-
te’s ascent to the legislature is 
deemed unlikely. In 2013, only 
Chan Meng Kam’s United Citi-
zens Association of Macau secu-
red a third seat, while Alliance 

for Change obtained just one. 
It is speculated that bringing 
Valente into the fold - for this 
election at least - was a way to 
rally youth voters behind Melin-
da Chan.

Some from the community say 
that, more generally, they are 
worried about a growing politi-
cal indifference among the Ma-
canese youth.

“For this election, the young 
Macanese are not that interes-
ted in the outcome. The out-
come will not be that different 
from previous years, so there is 
some [disinterest],” said Senna 
Fernandes. “It will be business 
as usual either way.”

“We need more young people 
who are interested in politics,” 
added Santos Rosario. “As a 
young Macanese, I believe that 

[the youth] still do not have 
much confidence in the quality 
of the elections.”

The worst-case scenario will 
see a Legislative Assembly de-
void of Macanese representa-
tives. However, this has always 
been a possibility in Macau due 
to the nature of the electoral sys-
tem and the relative size of the 
community.

“Traditional Macanese socie-
ties do not have the scale to run 
today [on their own platform], 

because of the electoral system,” 
said Marreiros. To balance this, 
the chief executive has been gi-
ven the prerogative to directly 
appoint Macanese legislators, if 
he or she chooses to do so. “This 
was because it is very difficult 
for them [the Macanese] to get 
elected through the direct elec-
tions.”

Even with a legislative flop, 
the Macanese community will 
still find itself well-represen-
ted in other influential areas of 

Macau life.
“Of course, when we talk about 

numbers, the Macanese vote 
is irrelevant,” said Senna Fer-
nandes. “But the relevance of 
the community is expressed on 
another, non-electoral level. We 
don’t rely on elections to express 
ourselves; instead we prefer as-
sociations.”

“We can still wield influence 
outside of the legislature,” the 
leader of the Macanese Associa-
tion promised.

The Macanese ethnic group is commonly 
defined as persons with a mixed Chinese 

and Portuguese ancestry, who normally – but 
not always – have a direct connection with the 
territory of Macau. 

Originating in Macau in the 16th century, the 
term has come to be applied more broadly to 
those of a mixed Portuguese-Asiatic identity. 
Today, the Macanese community is often cha-
racterized by the ability of its members to si-
multaneously bestride the Chinese and Portu-
guese worlds.

Prior to the handover, many Macanese wou-
ld have identified more as Portuguese, given 
the tendency for the Portuguese language to be 
spoken at home and for the children to attend 
Portuguese curriculum schools. But according 

to some studies, the 1999 handover has promp-
ted some Macanese to reevaluate their identity, 
with increasing numbers of them preferring to 
recognize their Chinese heritage foremost.

Others, such as local architect Carlos Mar-
reiros, advocate an even broader spectrum of 
what constitutes the Macanese community.  
“The Sino-Portuguese descendants are wider 
than just the Macanese,” he told the Times. 
“They include the Portuguese who have been 
here for decades or generations. These can also 
be considered the Macanese.”

Under the traditional definition, there are an 
estimated 42,000 Macanese people worldwide. 
Outside of Macau, the largest communities reside 
in the United States (15,000), Canada (12,000), 
Hong Kong (1,000) and Brazil (300). DB

Who are the Macanese?

 
The Macanese 
are more 
outstanding as 
individuals than 
a community.

CARLoS MARREIRoS
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Angus Whitley, Daniela Wei

Crown Resorts Ltd.’s 
operations in eight Asian 
countries are suddenly 
hard to find.

Since the Australian casino 
operator’s staff were detained in 
China last October and accused 
of illegally promoting gambling, 
Crown’s network of offices from 
Macau to Indonesia appears to 
have vanished.

Visits to seven of the eight premi-
ses showed offices that appeared 
to be shuttered. With 19 indivi-
duals due to appear next week in 
a Shanghai court, references to all 
but one of Crown’s representative 
offices outside Australia have been 
removed from the company’s web-
site, leaving just Hong Kong. Pho-
ne numbers for those offices, pre-
viously listed online, won’t connect 
or are answered by individuals 
who no longer represent Crown. 

The apparent retreat undersco-
res the scale of the fallout from the 
detentions, which fueled concern 
that China was clamping down 
on overseas casino operators that 
drum up business on the main-
land. Any scaling back of interna-
tional marketing might weaken 
Crown’s ability to attract big-s-
pending gamblers from overseas.

When asked about the office 
closures, employees affected and 
what prompted the changes, a 
representative for Crown in Mel-
bourne said the company had 
no comment. The company also 
declined to comment on whether 
it would be tougher to attract hi-
gh-stakes players to Australia wi-
thout offshore offices.

A dismantling of its overseas offi-
ce network would be the latest sign 
of a strategic reversal at billionaire 
James Packer’s Crown in the wake 
of the China arrests. New Chief 

Executive Officer John Alexander 
is focusing on Crown’s hotels and 
casinos in Australia, including a 
new AUD2 billion (USD1.5 billion) 
luxury resort on Sydney’s water-
front. That new resort is focusing 
on high rollers, even after turnover 
from so-called VIPs slumped since 
the crackdown.

In Vietnam, the former Ho Chi 
Minh City office is empty, and a 
woman who said she was Crown’s 
former representative said it clo-
sed about six months ago. Staff at 
a building in Bangkok say Crown 
vacated the premises this mon-
th. There’s no trace of Crown at 
its former premises in Taipei and 
Jakarta.

In Singapore, Macau and Kuala 
Lumpur, the Crown offices were 
closed during business hours 
and neighboring tenants or buil-
ding management say the offices 
appear to have been shuttered in 
the past few months. Meanwhile 

in India, where Crown previously 
listed just a phone number for its 
representative office, a man who 
identified himself as Nilay Singh 
said he no longer works for Crown 
as its head of marketing in the 
country.

A Crown staff member at the 
company’s Hong Kong premises, 
which mainly handles payments, 
said it was business as usual there. 
The woman, who asked not to be 
identified as she’s not authorized 
to speak to media, said Crown had 
not notified the Hong Kong office 
of any changes at other offices in 
Asia.

According to Internet Archive, 
a non-profit that’s a repository of 
cached web pages, Crown’s mul-
tiple offices were listed as recently 
as May 3 on its website but had di-
sappeared by May 27.

Crown, with Packer as its big-
gest shareholder, is focusing on its 
Australian resorts after selling out 

of its Macau venture with Lawren-
ce Ho. Packer has since returned 
to the board and has made resol-
ving the situation in China his top 
priority.

The overseas marketing offi-
ces helped to funnel visitors to 
Crown’s resorts in Australia. More 
than one third of the revenue at 
the Melbourne and Perth resorts 
in the year ended June 2016 was 
generated by international visi-
tors, predominantly from main-
land China, according to Crown’s 
latest annual report.

Closing down international offi-
ces could be aimed at mitigating 
perceived risks in using Asian lo-
cales to market to Chinese gam-
blers, said Sudhir Kale, who has 
worked on projects for Crown and 
other large casinos as head of Ga-
mePlan Consultants in Queens-
land.  

Crown is sending a signal that, 
“‘Hey, we have shut down most 

of our offices. We’ve learnt from 
the experiences. And not just in 
China, but in other markets, we 
are taking the appropriate steps to 
prevent these things from happe-
ning again,”’ Kale said.

Crown shares have dropped 0.8 
percent in the period since the 
news of the detentions in October 
through Tuesday. That trails a 6 
percent gain by Australia’s ben-
chmark index.

Crown said June 13 that the 
detained workers in China have 
been charged with offenses rela-
ted to the promotion of gambling. 
Among those scheduled to appear 
in a district court on June 26 is the 
company’s head of international 
high-roller operations, Australian 
Jason O’Connor.

It’s illegal to run a casino or 
promote one anywhere in China, 
other than in Macau, the world’s 
biggest gambling market.

Crown isn’t alone in exercising 
caution. The company’s main 
Australian rival, Star Entertain-
ment Group Ltd., closed its doors 
to new business from China in 
the wake of the detentions. Star 
stopped chasing new customers 
in China or even taking calls 
from unknown parties, CEO Matt 
Bekier said in February.

Star is pushing ahead with a plan 
to generate more income from 
Southeast Asia to reduce relian-
ce on China. The most lucrative 
markets are Singapore, Malaysia, 
Indonesia and Thailand, Bekier 
said then. Bloomberg

The Composite Consu-
mer Price Index (CPI) 

increased by 0.95 percent 
year-on-year to 109.2 in 
May 2017, according to in-
formation released by the 
Statistics and Census Servi-
ce (DSEC). The increase last 
month was 0.15 percentage 
points higher than the grow-
th in CPI during April.

In a statement released 
yesterday, DSEC attributed 
the increase to higher char-
ges for eating out and ou-
tpatient services, as well as 
rising tuition fees, as in the 
previous month.

In May, the price indexes 
of the categories of Educa-
tion and Health increased 
by 7.46 percent and 5.14 per-
cent respectively year-on- 
year. Meanwhile, the index 
for Food & Non-Alcoholic 
Beverages, which accounts 
for the largest share of hou-
sehold expenditure, increa-
sed by 1.62 percent.

At the same time, the price 
indexes of Communication 
and Housing & Fuels dro-
pped by 5.79 percent and 
1.28 percent respectively 
year-on-year.

For the 12 months ending 

May 2017, the average Com-
posite CPI increased by 1.37 
percent from the previous 
period, with a marked in-
crease in the price indexes of 
Alcoholic Beverages & To-
bacco (+10 percent), Edu-
cation (+7.75 percent) and 
Transport (+6.12 percent). 
The average Composite CPI 
for the first five months of 
2017 increased by 0.92 per-
cent year-on-year.

CPI reflects the impact of 
price changes on the general 
households in Macau and 
is used as a key measure of 
inflation.

As China trial looms, Crown’s 
offshore network is hard to find

Consumer prices up 
almost 1 percent

 Crown’s main 
Australian 
rival, Star 
entertainment 
group, closed 
its doors to 
new business 
from China in 
the wake of the 
detentions
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 A restaurant 
style dining 
experience is 
relatively new 
to the U.S. 
aviation scene

Justin Bachman

You’ve got to try the bur-
ger.” That was the counsel of 

Kurt Stache, a veteran of airport 
dining and airline marketing, 
while briefing me on the various 
attributes of recent renovations 
his employer, American Airlines, 
has completed at New York’s JFK 
International Airport.

This particular “flagship” sir-
loin burger is one of the initial 
hits on the new menu American 
assembled for its first foray into 
restaurant-style dining at an air-
port lounge. The carrier opened 
its “Flagship First Dining” room 
in May in a space adjacent to its 
renovated lounge in Terminal 8.

The venue has the spartan sen-
sibility one expects from some 
high-end eateries. The bar is 
up front and the tables in back, 
with a lovely chandelier dangling 
overhead. But the glass windows 
are rightfully allowed to domi-
nate. The room is a sleek space 
overlooking the tarmac — avia-
tion geeks will be pleased by the 
aircraft views.

So, anyway, I went with the bur-
ger. It is a lovely thing to behold, 
not super-sized or excessively 
messy the way many renditions 
are engineered. It’s served atop a 
crisp tomato slice and a few shreds 
of arugula and then topped with 
a marmalade of red onion and 
bacon. This last bit adds a subtle 
sweetness to the thin layer of char 
that encloses juicy ground sirloin. 
There were French fries, I think, 
but I don’t really recall. The beef 
was so much more interesting. 
Cheddar cheese is a good option, 
but I chose to taste the burger on 
its own.

While the focus is on seasonal 
and local ingredients, it’s one of 
the very few items that will stay 
year-round, said Stache, senior 

vice president for marketing 
and loyalty at American Airlines 
Group Inc. I preceded the bur-
ger with samples of three appeti-
zers: basil-infused “compressed” 
watermelon with a feta cheese 
garnish, tomato bisque with a mi-
niature (2 inches square!) grilled 
cheese sandwich, and a chilled 
smoked duck breast. The Loch 
Duart salmon, a farmed varie-
ty from the northern reaches of 
Scotland, was fresh, tender, and 
poached superbly in olive oil and 
served atop a cauliflower risotto. 
Each entree is listed with a sug-
gested wine pairing.

The restaurant isn’t fussy or 
pretentious, nor did the wait sta-
ff appear to consider these menu 
selections precious heirlooms. 
Instead, these are carefully at-
tended plates with high-quality 
ingredients — minus the stuffy. 
After all, this is JFK.

While the larger lounge accep-
ts an array of American’s elite 
customers, access to the dining 
room is tightly controlled — only 
people traveling internationally or 
transcontinental in first class are 

allowed, or those at the invitation- 
only Concierge Key elite level. This 
keeps the amenity highly exclusi-
ve — always a tantalizing allure for 
a certain jet set — and prevents the 
dining room from becoming over-
ly crowded. Our waiter said he’d 
seen no more than 10-12 diners 
concurrently during the first three 
weeks of operation.

American put its first Flagship 
dining eatery at JFK, the airport 
where it has the most departu-
res booked in first class, and will 
open two more by yearend at its 
hubs in Los Angeles and Miami. 
In 2018 the airline will expand 
this dining concept to Dallas-Fort 

Worth and London.
This focus on finer dining in 

the airport is one that premium 
long-haul airlines have offered 
for years, from Sydney to Singa-
pore, Hong Kong to Dubai, Lon-
don, and Paris. Yet a restaurant- 
style dining experience is rela-
tively new to the U.S. aviation 
scene, where airlines have tradi-
tionally pinched pennies even for 
their wealthiest passengers.

United Continental Holdings 
Inc. opened its first “Polaris” bu-
siness class lounge in December 
at its Chicago hub, with a la carte 
menu items supplementing the 
lounge’s buffet and designed by 
Chicago chef Art Smith. United 
plans five more of the lounges this 
year at its U.S. hubs, with Hong 
Kong, London, and Tokyo sla-
ted for 2018. United also offers 
a posh burger as an entree, from 
Chicago’s Blue Door Kitchen, ser-
ved with an optional fried egg.

Since righting their financial for-
tunes following the bankruptcy 
years, U.S. airlines have invested 
heavily to spruce up their fleets 
and onboard amenities, particu-
larly those targeting the big spen-
ders who sit up front. Premium-
cabin meals and wines have seen 
gradual upgrades while the car-
riers have also deployed upscale 
seats that transition into fully flat 
beds for improved sleep.

In some ways, the reclining air-
line beds up front are driving the 
rise of U.S. airport-lounge restau-
rants. As part of its Polaris work, 
United conducted more than 
12,000 hours of research and 
interviewed more than 350 “hi-
gh-mileage customers” and more 
than 50 frontline employees, 
spokeswoman Maggie Schmerin 
said.

“One thing we heard more than 
anything else was a good night’s 
sleep was the most important 

thing to our global travelers,” she 
said. “So we set out to design from 
scratch a completely reimagined 
premium experience focused on 
sleep. Giving customers the op-
tion to enjoy a meal in the United 
Polaris lounge prior to their tra-
vel means they can go directly to 
sleep once onboard, should they 
choose.”

Sleep is also a driving influence 
at American, where many passen-
gers prefer to board, recline, and 
snooze as quickly as possible, Sta-
che said. “On the shorter trans- 
Atlantic flights […] you prefer to 
eat before you get on the plane to 
maximize your sleep time or your 
work time in-flight,” he said.

American focused heavily on 
the airport dining experience of 
its oneworld marketing alliance 
partners Qantas Airways Ltd. in 
Sydney, Cathay Pacific Airways 
Ltd. in Hong Kong, and British 
Airways in London. (Cathay’s 
Pier Lounge in Hong Kong offers 
not only upscale dining, but also 
a spa for pre- and post-flight foot 
massages.)

“I think in today’s world the-
re’s a growing expectation from 
the premium customer that they 
have the ability, or the choice, to 
dine on the ground,” Stache said. 
“We need to be at that level, and it 
moves the bar.”

Delta Air Lines Inc., meanwhi-
le, has made its lounge buffets 
heartier, including soups and sa-
lads and more local food items. 
But it has no immediate plans to 
begin restaurant-style dining, a 
spokeswoman said.

Of course, migrating preflight 
dining from the traditional serve- 
yourself buffet to a tony restau-
rant with servers doesn’t come 
cheap — and U.S. airlines have 
become global masters of opera-
ting as skillful nickel-squeezers. 
But Stache said the effort to sell 
an upscale restaurant idea to 
American’s top executives “wasn’t 
as difficult as you think.”

In the lean years, “we didn’t 
have capital to invest in the pro-
ducts,” Stache said. But “we’re in 
a different world now. We know 
we’re going to have longer-term 
stability.” Bloomberg

Check-in counters and stores stand at Terminal 2 of Hong Kong International Airport 

First-class meals now served at 
the airport, for the elite few

corporate bits
sands china holds events with 
macau deaf association

The BNU employee as-
sociation visited Kai Hong 
Center of the Macau Asso-
ciation for the Mentally Han-

Around 100 Sands China 
employees participated in 
events jointly organized by 
Sands China Ltd and the Ma-
cau Deaf Association (MDA) 
last Friday and Saturday at The 
Venetian Macao and the MDA 
service center as part of the 

bnu employees visit mentally 
handicapped association

rice bags.” These are small 
packs of rice that are said 
to bring good fortune to ho-
mes and families, made by 
mixing them with the rice 
used in private households, 
according to BNU’s public 
relations officer Kathy Mok.

BNU purchased these 
bags of fortune rice from 
the members of the cen-
ter and will be distributing 
them to the elderly during 
an elderly home visit next 
month. 

BNU’s chief executive 
officer, Pedro Cardoso, 
expressed the company’s 
commitment to fulfilling cor-
porate social responsibili-
ties. According to a press 
release issued by BNU, he 
said: “We will continue to 
contribute to the communi-
ty, and send our love and 
care to minorities.”  

with Disabilities, which was 
established in 2006 and came 
into force in Macau in 2008. 
The Sands China Care Ambas-
sadors learned about the Ma-
cau government’s definition of 
disability, and were introduced 
to the ways the government 
provides assistance to the deaf 
in the city. 

In addition, the care am-
bassadors received a lesson 
on the science of hearing, as 
well as aspects of Macau sign 
language, including learning 
how to sign some of Macau’s 
cultural heritage sites such as 
A-Ma Temple and the Ruins of 
St. Paul’s. 

According to a press release 
from Sands, the Sands China 
Care Ambassador program 
was founded in 2009, and has 
since contributed more than 
10,000 hours of voluntary com-
munity service in the city. 

dicapped last Saturday. 
Employees from BNU, 

along with members from 
the center, made “fortune 

company’s Care Ambassador 
Program. The program aims 
to work towards a better Ma-
cau through serving the local 
community.

The events included a dis-
cussion on the U.N. Conven-
tion on the Rights of Persons 
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Travis Kalanick

Uber CEO Kalanick resigns 
under investor pressure 
Travis Kalanick, the 

combative and embatt-
led CEO of ride-hailing 
giant Uber, has resigned 

under pressure from investors at a 
pivotal time for the company.

Uber’s board confirmed the 
move yesterday, saying in a state-
ment that Kalanick is taking time 
to heal from the death of his mo-
ther in a boating accident “whi-
le giving the company room to 
fully embrace this new chapter in 
Uber’s history.” He will remain on 
the Uber Technologies Inc. board.

The move comes as Uber, the 
world’s largest ride-hailing com-
pany, was having trouble mor-
phing from a free-wheeling star-
tup into a mature company that 
can stanch losses and post con-
sistent profits. After eight years of 
phenomenal growth by upending 
the taxi business, Uber had rea-
ched a point where the culture 
that created the company had be-
come a liability that threatened to 
kill it.

In a statement, the 40-year-old 
co-founder said his resignation 
would help Uber go back to bui-
lding “rather than be distracted 

with another fight,” an apparent 
reference to efforts on the board to 
oust him. It was unclear who wou-
ld replace Kalanick.

The resignation came after a 
series of costly missteps under 
Kalanick that damaged Uber’s re-
putation, including revelations of 
sexual harassment in its offices, 
allegations of trade secrets theft 
and a federal investigation into ef-
forts to mislead local government 
regulators.

Uber lost an expensive battle 

for supremacy in China against 
Didi Chuxing and had to be satis-
fied with taking a stake in Didi as 
a consolation prize. Uber posted 
a USD708 million first-quarter 
loss, unable to turn $3.4 billion 
in revenue into a profit. The loss 
narrowed from the $991 million it 
posted in the previous quarter.

Investors have talked about 
selling stock in Uber to the public, 
a move that would imply a tran-
sition to an established business. 
The company was valued at near 

$70 billion the last time it sought 
capital.

Kalanick’s penchant for con-
flict undermined the company’s 
prospects, said Ferdinand Dude-
nhoeffer, director of the Center 
for Automotive Research at the 
University of Duisburg-Essen. Ri-
de-hailing itself remains a topic of 
intense interest for the tech and 
auto industries as they compete 
to see whether Silicon Valley or 
the automakers will reap the pro-
fits from the digitalization of how 
people get from one place to ano-
ther. But “the significance of Uber 
has declined because the company 
has not managed to present itself 
in a stable and socially responsible 
way,” Dudenhoeffer said.

“When you’re at war with cus-
tomers, employees, service su-
ppliers, you can’t build up a busi-
ness model and Kalanick was at 
war with everyone,” said Dude-
nhoeffer. “There is no business 
model in being at war.”

On Tuesday, the company em-
barked on a 180-day program to 
change its image by allowing ri-
ders to give drivers tips through 
the Uber app, something Kalanick 

had resisted. Drivers have said that 
Kalanick didn’t value their labor 
even though it was the heart of the 
San Francisco-based company.

Uber’s board said in a statement 
that Kalanick had “always put 
Uber first.”

But under Kalanick, the com-
pany developed a reputation for 
ruthless tactics that have occa-
sionally outraged government 
regulators, drivers, riders and em-
ployees. The company often flou-
ted city regulations for taxi com-
panies with a culture that encou-
raged “Principled Confrontation.”

The company’s hard-charging 
style has led to legal trouble. The 
U.S. Justice Department is investi-
gating Uber’s past usage of phony 
software designed to thwart local 
government regulators who wan-
ted to check on whether Uber was 
carrying passengers without per-
mission.

A key step toward Kalanick’s 
downfall came in February, 
when former Uber engineer Su-
san Fowler posted a personal es-
say about the year she spent at 
Uber, writing that she was pro-
positioned by her manager on her 
first day with an engineering team. 
She reported him to human re-
sources, but was told he would get 
a lecture and no further punish-
ment because he was a “high per-
former,” she wrote. That caught 
the board’s attention and brought 
outside investigations that led to 
the firing of 20 people including 
some managers.  AP
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Hong Kong is now the 
second-most expensive 

city worldwide for expatria-
tes, according to Mercer’s 
latest cost of living survey, 
after ceding the top spot to 
Angola’s capital Luanda.

Asian cities continue to do-
minate the rankings, with 
five in the top 10. Seoul clim-
bed to sixth from 15th, while 
Mumbai was one of the big-
gest movers, surging 25 pla-
ces to 57 due to its rapid eco-
nomic growth, inflation and 
stable currency. India’s capi-
tal New Delhi stands one shy 
of the century mark, at 99.

Hong Kong, which ECA 
International also recently 
ranked as the most expen-
sive city in Asia for expa-
triates, is followed by Tokyo 
(3), Singapore (5), Seoul (6), 
Shanghai (8), Beijing (11), 
Tianjin (12), Shenzhen (13) 
and Guangzhou (19), accor-
ding to the Mercer rankings, 
which are based on a survey 
conducted in March. Macau 
is not included in the 209 ci-
ties surveyed.

“Although a number of 
Asian cities remain amongst 
the world’s most expensi-
ve cities, key financial hubs 
such as Hong Kong and Sin-
gapore still continue to at-
tract talent and remain a top 
choice for relocation,” said 
Mario Ferraro, global mobi-

lity leader for Asia, Middle 
East and Africa with Mercer.

“Although this year’s mo-
vements were due mainly 
to currency fluctuations, in 
particular against the U.S. 
dollar, we did see cities - 
such as Mumbai - move 
up the ranks due to their 
strengthening economy and 
growing opportunities,” Fer-
raro said.

Most Chinese cities fell 
down the rankings as the 
yuan weakened against the 
dollar, while Japanese des-
tinations climbed on the 
stronger yen, high cost of ex-
patriate consumer goods and 
“dynamic housing market,” 
added Mercer’s Nathalie 
Constantin-Metral, who is 
responsible for compiling 
the survey ranking.

New York City and Bern 
returned to the top 10 this 
year, while Beijing fell one 
place to 11th. Zurich and Ge-
neva also featured in the top 
10. Luanda’s rise to the top 
was driven by cost of goods 

and security, Mercer said.
The annual survey uses 

New York as its base point 
of comparison and includes 
more than 400 cities across 
five continents, measuring 
the cost of more than 200 
items including housing, 
transportation, food, clo-
thing, household goods and 
entertainment.

Elsewhere, Sydney gained 
17 places to 25, equal with 
Taipei, while Melbourne 
and Perth both cracked the 
top 50 on the strengthe-
ning Australian dollar. The 
Russian ruble’s gains saw 
Moscow and St. Petersburg 
soar up the rankings to 14th 
and 36th place, respectively. 
London tumbled 13 places to 
30th as the pound weakened 
against the dollar following 
the Brexit vote.

The world’s least expensi-
ve city for expatriates is Tu-
nis, according to the survey, 
followed by Kyrgyzstan’s ca-
pital Bishkek and Skopje in 
Macedonia. MDT/Bloomberg

Survey 

Hong Kong is now 2nd-most 
expensive city for expats 
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Victor Li, chairman of Cheung Kong Infrastructure Holdings 

Prudence Ho

Victor Li’s moment 
may have finally arri-
ved. The son of billio-
naire Li Ka-shing is 

poised to inherit an empire 
spanning across more than 50 
countries in businesses ranging 
from telecommunications to re-
tail and ports.  The elder Li plans 
to step down as chairman of  CK 
Hutchison Holdings Ltd. by the 
time he turns 90 next year, ac-
cording to the Wall Street Jour-
nal, a move that would be in line 
with comments he made a year 
ago when he said he might retire 
“today if I wanted to, in the next 
five minutes or whenever.”

The patriarch, who spoke in a 
rare Bloomberg Television in-
terview last year, said at the time 
that those worried about succes-
sion should note that his son had 
been working alongside him for 
30 years and been taking care of 
his businesses full-time for the 
past few. Victor was named as 
heir to the Li business five years 
ago.

While the company said on 
Tuesday that “no concrete time-
table” had been set for the suc-
cession, Victor will assume con-
trol of a far-flung group of busi-
ness making him one of the most 
influential business executives in 
Asia.

He’d also be filling the shoes of 
a man who’s known as “Super-
man” in Hong Kong business 
circles for his deal-making and 
managerial acumen.

Shares of CK Hutchison fell 0.2 

percent to HKD98.50 in Hong 
Kong on Tuesday.

Victor, 52, is currently deputy 
chairman at CK Hutchison and 
Cheung Kong Property Holdings 
Ltd. He’s also chairman at group 
units CK Infrastructure Holdings 
Ltd. and CK Life Sciences Int’l 
Holdings Inc. Other titles include 
co-chairman of Canada’s Husky 
Energy Inc.

He joined Cheung Kong in 
1985 in his 20s and steadily rose 

through the ranks, taking on 
various positions at his father’s 
empire throughout the years, 
alongside his younger brother 
Richard, who later branched off 
on his own.

In 1996, Victor made headlines 
when he was kidnapped. The ki-
dnapper later fled to mainland 
China, only to be apprehended 
and executed there.

The media-shy Victor, who 
studied at Stanford University, 

was particularly instrumental in 
spearheading CKI, which he has 
led since its listing two decades 
ago with the help of his uncle 
Kam Hing Lam. Victor was na-
med heir to Li Ka-shing’s empire 
in 2012 and has since been assu-
ming more responsibilities.

As to his father, the retire-
ment of Hong Kong’s richest 
man would mark the end of an 
era. Throughout his storied ca-
reer, the elder Li has amassed a 
$32.6 billion fortune that ranks 
second in Asia after that of Ali-
baba Group Holding Ltd.’s Jack 
Ma, according to the Bloomberg 
Billionaires Index. More broa-
dly, Li is wealthier than the likes 
of former Microsoft Corp. Chief 
Executive Officer Steve Ballmer 
or billionaire investor George 
Soros.

“On the whole it would be a bit 
of a shock,” said Richard Harris, 
Hong Kong-based chief executi-
ve officer of Port Shelter Invest-
ment Management. “Not only 
is he a local entrepreneur who 

built things up in terms of Hong 
Kong, but he really got it in terms 
of turning his empire into a glo-
bal empire rather than just a big 
company based in Hong Kong.”

In an illustration of how closely 
the elder Li is tracked in Hong 
Kong, throngs of TV cameras 
were lined up at the lobby of his 
headquarters building within an 
hour of the Wall Street Journal 
report on Tuesday, aiming to cat-
ch a glimpse and sound bite from 
the famed tycoon.

A refugee to Hong Kong who 
swept factory floors as a teenager 
in the 1940s, Li rose to head a 
global business empire that built 
skyscrapers, provided mobile- 
phone services and controlled 
ports across the globe. He made 
his first fortune through a plas-
tic-flower manufacturer that la-
ter became Asia’s biggest maker 
of the ornaments.

After some well-timed property 
investments cemented his weal-
th, he began expanding his em-
pire into retail, energy, telecom-
munications, media and biote-
chnology. By 2016, he employed 
270,000 people in more than 50 
countries.

Despite his success, Li also sym-
bolized the wealth inequality in a 
city known for having the most 
unaffordable private housing in 
the world and where business is 
dominated by a handful of fami-
lies. In an interview last year, he 
called for higher corporate taxes 
to help tackle wealth inequality.

“I could retire today if I wanted 
to, in the next five minutes or 
whenever,” Li said in the inter-
view with Bloomberg Television. 
“We’ll carry on what we do now.”

Li was born July 29, 1928, in 
Chiu Chow, a city in the southern 
Chinese province of Guangdong, 
which adjoins Hong Kong. In 
1940, his family fled to Hong Kong 
to escape Japanese invaders, 
though Hong Kong was occupied 
the following year. Bloomberg

Otto Warmbier’s 
death after returning 

from North Korean im-
prisonment is stoking ou-
trage in Washington and 
threatening to oversha-
dow high-level U.S.-Chi-
nese talks yesterday.

President Donald Trump 
has been counting on Chi-
na to use its economic 
leverage with Kim Jong 
Un’s totalitarian gover-
nment as American con-
cern grows over North Ko-
rea’s acceleration toward 
having a nuclear-tipped 
missile that can strike the 
U.S. mainland.

Top U.S. and Chinese di-
plomats and defense chie-
fs are meeting in the U.S. 
capital for security talks, 

and North Korea will get 
“top billing,” according 
to Susan Thornton, the 
senior U.S. diplomat for 
East Asia. The two world 
powers are trying to build 
on “positive momentum” 
created when Trump and 
Chinese President Xi 
Jinping met in Florida in 
April, she said.

Yesterday’s discussions 
replace a sprawling stra-
tegic and economic dialo-
gue held annually under 
the Obama administra-
tion. It rarely produced 
significant results. This 
year’s edition separates 
out the security aspec-
ts, and Secretary of State 
State Rex Tillerson and 
Secretary of Defense Jim 

Mattis are hosting Chi-
nese foreign policy chief 
Yang Jiechi and Gen. 
Fang Fenghui, chief of 
the People’s Liberation 
Army’s joint staff depart-
ment.

Thornton said talks 
would cover the Sou-
th China Sea, where Bei-
jing’s island-building 
and construction of pos-
sible military facilities 
have rattled neighbors 
and caused tension with 
Washington; U.S.-Chine-
se military cooperation 
to reduce risk of conflict; 
and efforts to defeat the 
Islamic State group. Di-
visive trade issues will be 
tackled separately at a la-
ter date.

While Trump has hea-
ped praise on Xi for trying 
to contain North Korea, 
which counts on China for 
some 90 percent of its 
trade, the effort has deli-
vered few results. Trump 
appeared to acknowledge 
as much in a tweet yester-
day, a day after Warmbier’s 
death.

“While I greatly appre-
ciate the efforts of Presi-
dent Xi & China to help 
with North Korea, it has 
not worked out. At least I 
know China tried!” Trump 
wrote.

No cause of death has 
been determined for 
Warmbier, 22, who was 
detained for nearly a year- 
and-a-half in North Korea 

before being sent home in 
a coma last week. The Uni-
versity of Virginia student 
was accused of trying to 
steal a propaganda banner 
while visiting with a tour 
group and was convicted 
of subversion. His family 
is blaming North Korea for 
“awful, torturous mistreat-
ment.”

From Capitol Hill to the 
White House, pressure is 
mounting for a tough U.S. 
response. The Trump ad-
ministration is considering 
banning travel by U.S. ci-
tizens to North Korea, of-
ficials said Tuesday, and 
Trump declared Warm-
bier’s treatment a “total 
disgrace.”

Like past presidents, 
Trump is finding the U.S. 
has limited scope for pu-
nishing North Korea, par-
ticularly over the arrest of 
U.S. citizens.

A ban on Americans vi-
siting North Korea would 

only slightly add to Pyon-
gyang’s isolation and loss 
of revenue. The route to 
inflicting significant eco-
nomic pain on Kim’s go-
vernment remains throu-
gh China.

Thornton said the U.S. 
will be seeking “concrete 
cooperation” with Chi-
na on getting North Korea 
to abandon its nuclear and 
missile programs and re-
turn to negotiations. Such 
talks are a seemingly dis-
tant goal since Kim is be-
lieved to see his weapons 
of mass destruction as a 
guarantee against invasion.

North Korea hasn’t con-
ducted a nuclear test explo-
sion as feared earlier this 
year — a possible conse-
quence of Chinese pressu-
re — but it has kept up its 
rapid pace of missile laun-
ches, drawing another U.N. 
Security Council resolution 
this month and additional 
sanctions. AP

As Li Ka-shing’s retirement 
nears, spotlight shifts to son 

Warmbier’s death looms over 
US-China talks on North Korea 

 victor was 
named heir to 
li Ka-shing’s 
empire in 
2012 and has 
since been 
assuming more 
responsibilities

bl
o

o
m

be
rg



22.06.2017 thu

ASIA-PACIFIC 亞太版 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo12
 

A military helicopter hovers by a mosque as government troops battle with Muslim militants

Australia’s Immigration and Border Protection Minister Peter Dutton

Muslim rebels fled 
after freeing dozens 
of hostages from a 
school in a southern 

Philippine village yesterday and 
were being pursued by army 
troops, as a daylong crisis eased 
in the volatile region, officials 
said.

Gunmen from the Bangsamoro 
Islamic Freedom Fighters prepa-
red to attack troop and militia-
men outposts but were repelled 
by government forces yesterday, 
prompting them to seize villagers 
as human shields in Malagakit 
village in North Cotabato provin-
ce, military officials said.

At least four rebels were killed 
and two government militiamen 
were wounded in the fighting, 
which caused nearly 1,000 villa-
gers in Malagakit and two nearby 
villages to flee to safety, the offi-
cials said.

The retreating gunmen, esti-
mated by the military and police 
to number from 200 to 300, la-
ter occupied a Malagakit grade 
school building, where they spo-
radically traded shots with troops 
up to nightfall, said local army 
spokesman Capt. Arvin Encinas.

During a lull in the gunbatt-
le, 31 people, including a dozen 
children, were either allowed to 
dash to freedom or escaped from 
the school. Other captives in the 
school and more 20 other resi-
dents who were trapped in their 
houses later were taken to safety 
by troops, officials said.

The gunmen managed to esca-
pe from the school after freeing 
the hostages and the other cap-

tives were rescued, Encinas said.
“While our troops were slowly 

approaching, they fled and left 
behind the civilians that they 
held as hostages,” he said.

The rebels may have taken ad-
vantage of a massive military of-
fensive against militants aligned 
with the Islamic State group who 
have laid siege to the southern 
city of Marawi, and plotted to at-
tack military targets elsewhere, 
military spokesman Brig. Gen. 
Restituto Padilla said at a news 
conference.

“They were taking advantage of 
the situation that we have a very 
lightly defended outpost and 
that they think our forces are el-
sewhere in the province,” Padilla 
said. “But that is not the case, our 
forces are spread all over. We 
may be facing many fronts [...] 
but we’ve properly assigned our 
forces.”

Rebel spokesman Abu Misry 
Mamah acknowledged in a radio 
interview that his group staged 
the attack, but said they only took 
hold of some villagers to protect 

them during the gunbattle.
The rebels broke off from the 

largest Muslim rebel group se-
veral years ago to protest pea-
ce talks with the government. 
Weakened by battle setbacks, 
some commanders have aligned 
themselves with the Islamic Sta-
te group in the hope of securing 
funding from the Middle East- 
based group, according to the 
military.

Last month, about 500 militan-
ts seized Marawi, a mosque-dot-
ted center of the Islamic faith in 

the south of the predominantly 
Roman Catholic nation. The at-
tack followed an army and po-
lice raid on a hideout that failed 
to capture a top militant sus-
pect. Philippine troops, backed 
by airstrikes, have been fighting 
street battles to wrest back con-
trol of four areas in the city’s bu-
siness district.

At least 258 militants, 65 sol-
diers and police and 26 civilians 
have been killed and more than 
300,000 villagers have fled from 
Marawi and outlying towns.

The U.S. military in recent 
weeks deployed a P3 Orion air-
craft to provide surveillance for 
troops battling more than 100 
gunmen holding an unspecified 
number of hostages in Marawi. 
President Rodrigo Duterte, des-
pite having an antagonistic stan-
ce toward Washington, has ack-
nowledged the U.S. assistance is 
helping save lives.

The attack has sparked fears 
that the Islamic State group, 
while losing territory in Syria 
and Iraq, may be gaining a foo-
thold in Southeast Asia. Duterte 
declared martial law in the entire 
Mindanao region to deal with the 
Marawi crisis. AP

Rod McGuirk, Canberra 

U.s. officials are “in the 
final stages” of vet-

ting up to 1,250 refugees 
rejected by Australia for 
resettlement in the United 
States, an Australian offi-
cial said yesterday.

The refugees are among 
hundreds of asylum 
seekers — mostly from 
Iran, Afghanistan and Sri 
Lanka — who have been 
languishing for up to four 
years in immigration 
camps on the impove-
rished Pacific island na-
tions of Papua New Gui-
nea and Nauru.

Immigration and Border 
Protection Minister Peter 
Dutton said U.S. State and 

Homeland Security De-
partment officials should 
be commended for their 
effective work with the 
Australian, Papua New 
Guinea and Nauru gover-
nments to fulfill a promise 
by President Barak Oba-
ma’s administration to 
take up to 1,250 refugees 
off Australia’s hands.

“There’s no delay in the 
process,” Dutton told re-
porters. “It’s in the final 
stages and I’m very plea-
sed that hopefully as soon 
as possible we can get peo-
ple [...] off the islands.”

Dutton declined to outli-
ne any details of that pro-
cess or say when the first 
refugees were likely to lea-
ve the islands. Homeland 

Security did not immedia-
tely respond to a request 
for comment on yester-
day.

President Donald Trump 
berated Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull during 
their first telephone con-
versation as national lea-
ders in January over the 
deal which Trump descri-
bed in a tweet as “dumb.”

Trump said the refugees 
would be subjected to “ex-
treme vetting” before they 
were accepted. There are 
few details on what that 
would entail.

U.S. Vice President Mike 
Pence assured Turnbull 
during a visit to Australia 
in April that the Trump 
administration will honor 

the deal, but “that doesn’t 
mean we admire the 
agreement.”

Refugee Action Coalition 
spokesman Ian Rintoul, 
an Australia-based ad-
vocate, said he had been 
told that U.S. officials 
had interviewed around 
600 asylum seekers and 
conducted more than 
200 medical examina-
tions on Nauru. They had 
interviewed 300 at the 
men-only facility at Pa-
pua New Guinea’s Manus 
Island and completed 70 
medical examinations, he 
said.

“We are getting close to 
some people being taken 
from Nauru,” Rintoul 
said.

Australia will not settle 
any refugees who try to 
arrive by boat — a policy 
that the government says 
dissuades asylum seekers 
from attempting the dan-
gerous and occasionally 
deadly ocean crossing 
from Indonesia. Austra-
lia instead pays Papua 
New Guinea and Nauru to 

house asylum seekers in 
camps that have been pla-
gued by reports of abuse 
and draconian conditions.

Australia last week rea-
ched a settlement of 90 
million Australian dollars 
(USD68 million) with more 
than 1,900 asylum seekers 
who sued over their treat-
ment on Manus Island. AP

Philippine rebels escape from 
school after hostages freed

Australia: US vetting of Pacific 
island refugees nearly done 
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 At least 258 
militants, 65 
soldiers and 
police and 26 
civilians have 
been killed 
and more 
than 300,000 
villagers have 
fled from 
Marawi
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Toshiba chooses 
US-Japan bidder for 
memory chip biz sale  
Money-losing Toshiba 

Corp. said yesterday that 
it has chosen a U.S.-Japan con-
sortium as the preferred bidder 
in the sale of its lucrative me-
mory chip business, but hurdles 
remain as an American joint-
venture partner is opposing the 
move.

Toshiba sorely needs the sale, 
with its U.S. nuclear unit Wes-
tinghouse Electric Co. racking 
up massive red ink and filing for 
bankruptcy protection.

Tokyo-based Toshiba said the 
board of directors selected the 
bid, totaling about 2 trillion yen 

(USD18 billion), from the con-
sortium of Innovation Network 
Corp. of Japan, Bain Capital 
Private Equity and the Develop-
ment Bank of Japan in the sale of 
Toshiba Memory Corp.

But Western Digital of the U.S., 
which has acquired some San-
Disk chip operations, including a 
joint venture with Toshiba in Ja-
pan, reiterated its opposition to 
such a move. It said in a state-
ment that Toshiba “has no right” 
to transfer the joint venture wi-
thout its consent.

It said it filed a request for ar-
bitration last week. Toshiba has 

accused Western Digital of inter-
fering with its sales efforts. Such 
sales can be sensitive because 
they involve the transfer of tech-
nology.

SK Hynix, a major South Ko-
rean chip supplier, confirmed it 
was a lender to the consortium, 
“seeking new business opportu-
nities,” but declined to elabora-
te. Toshiba said Mitsubishi UFJ 
Financial Group of Japan was 
also a financer for a consortium 
member, but neither SK Hynix 
nor MUFJ will have managerial 
say.

“Toshiba has determined that 
the consortium has presented 
the best proposal, not only in 
terms of valuation, but also in 
respect to certainty of closing, re-
tention of employees and main-
tenance of sensitive technology 
within Japan,” it said.

Damian Thong, senior techno-
logy analyst with Macquarie in 
Tokyo, said the decision reflects 
how Japan wants to keep the te-
chnology, but concessions would 
be needed from Western Digital.

A fight in court would be detri-
mental long term, because de-
lays would give an edge to rivals, 
he added. Samsung Electronics 
is No. 1 in the field.

“The whole point of this is to 
help Japan retain control of the 
semiconductor operations and 
business of Toshiba,” Thong 
said. “This is Japan trying to pro-
tect its position and relevance in 
global chip-making.” AP

Singapore arrests two police 
over plan to join Syria conflict  

ASingapore auxiliary poli-
ce officer who planned to 

join the armed conflict against 
Syria’s government has been 
arrested along with one of his 
colleagues, the Home Affairs 
Ministry said Tuesday.

Muhammad Khairul bin 
Mohamed, 24, was arrested ear-
lier this month under the coun-
try’s Internal Security Act, which 
allows indefinite detention wi-
thout trial, the ministry said in a 
statement.

It said Khairul was “radicalized 
and had the intention to under-
take armed violence in Syria” by 
traveling there and joining the 
Free Syrian Army. The group, 
founded by defectors from the 
Syrian Armed Forces, aims to 
overthrow the Syrian govern-
ment led by President Bashar 
Assad.

His colleague, 36-year-old 
Mohamad Rizal bin Wahid, was 
also arrested in June under the 
Internal Security Act, but was 
released under a restriction or-
der that forbids him from mo-
ving to a new address or trave-
ling without approval, the mi-
nistry said.

Rizal “did not share Khairul’s 
desire to participate in armed 
violence,” but had been aware of 

his plans since 2015 and did not 
alert authorities, and “even sug-
gested to Khairul various ways 
to get to Syria and to die there as 
a ‘martyr,’” it said.

The ministry said Khairul per-
ceived the conflict to be a secta-
rian struggle between Sunni and 
Shiite Muslims, who follow dif-
ferent interpretations of Islam.

“Being a Sunni Muslim, he 
wanted to fight against the Shii-
tes in Syria by joining the Free 
Syrian Army,” the ministry said. 
“His readiness and proclivity to 
resort to violence in pursuit of a 
religious cause makes him a se-
curity threat to Singapore.”

The two men were employed 
by AETOS, a private security 
company that provides security 
guards to companies and auxi-
liary police to the Singapore Po-
lice Force.

At the time of his arrest, Khai-
rul was involved in traffic en-
forcement at Woodlands Che-
ckpoint, which separates Singa-
pore from neighboring Malay-
sia. The ministry said he did not 
carry a weapon in that role.

Since 2015, Singaporean au-
thorities have detained 15 Sin-
gaporeans suspected of being 
Islamic State group sympathi-
zers.  AP
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Protesters take part in an anti-government rally outside the Greek parliament

Head of the ruling Social Democratic Party, Liviu Dragnea

Nicholas Paphitis, Athens 

Greece’s prime minis-
ter said yesterday that his 

bailout-reliant country will 
“very soon” be in a position to 
tap bond markets again, which 

would be Greece’s first test of 
investor sentiment since 2014.

Alexis Tsipras told his cabi-
net that this was a result of last 
week’s deal with European cre-
ditors, which eased fears Greece 
might face another brush with 

bankruptcy this summer.
That’s evident in the sharp fall 

in the interest rates the markets 
are ascribing to Greek gover-
nment bonds. The yield on the 
benchmark 10-year stands at 
5.5 percent, way down on the le-

vels seen during the more acute 
phases of the Greek debt crisis.

“I believe that in the near fu-
ture the downwards trend of 
yields will continue, so that 
we can very soon be in a posi-
tion, under very good terms, to 
make our first trial effort to tap 
markets,” Tsipras said.

For Greece to end its bailout 
program next summer, it will 
have to be able to borrow on 
bond markets at affordable ra-
tes for the money it needs to 
meet its debts.

The country’s only bond is-
sue since it became dependent 
on international bailouts seven 
years ago was in May 2014, 
when it raised 3 billion euros 
with a 4.75 percent coupon.

But Tsipras’ election in early 
2015 on promises to ditch bai-
lout-linked austerity and his 
subsequent confrontational 
negotiations with creditors — 
which led to a third bailout and 
even more austerity — drove 
borrowing costs out of reach 
again.

Yesterday, Finance Minister 
Euclid Tsakalotos was due to 
travel to London for two days of 
talks with international inves-
tors.

A finance ministry statement 
said Tsakalotos would be pre-
senting the new prospects of 
the economy after the June 
15 agreement with European 

creditors, which it said would 
boost investor confidence in the 
Greek economy.

Under the deal, which was de-
layed by months of haggling, 
the 19-country eurozone clea-
red the release of a further 8.5 
billion euros (USD9.5 billion) 
after Athens accepted a batch 
of measures that will see fur-
ther tax hikes and pension cuts 
through 2020. Greece acutely 
needs the money to meet a debt 
repayment hump next month.

Eurozone members also pro-
fessed readiness to ease the 
burden of Greece’s debt repay-
ments at the conclusion of the 
current bailout program.

The country has depended on 
rescue loans since 2010, when it 
was locked out of bond markets 
following revelation it had un-
der-reported key financial data. 
To secure the funds, successive 
governments imposed resen-
ted tax hikes, income cuts and 
market reforms to reduce state 
spending and boost competiti-
veness.

Although the country has 
now balanced its books, it is 
still lumbering under past deb-
ts equivalent to 180 percent of 
annual economic output. The 
austerity cuts deepened a reces-
sion that wiped 27 percent off 
the economy, while unemploy-
ment hit record highs and is still 
around 23 percent. AP

Romania’s prime 
minister and his go-

vernment were ousted yes-
terday in a no-confidence 
vote submitted by mem-
bers of his own party.

A total of 241 lawmakers 
approved the motion, 
more than the 233 votes 
required. The governing 
Social Democratic Party 
filed the motion to oust 
Prime Minister Sorin Grin-
deanu, saying that he had 
failed to implement the 
party’s political agenda.

Grindeanu, in office since 
January, had refused to re-
sign and rejects the asses-
sment of his performance. 
He claims powerful party 
leader Liviu Dragnea wan-
ts to replace him with a 
party loyalist.

“This is a sad day for 
us. The premier did not 
perform,” Dragnea told 
lawmakers before the vote 
yesterday. “It didn’t go ba-
dly, it went quite well, but 
that’s not enough.”

Dragnea himself is barred 
from being prime minister 
because of a 2016 convic-
tion for vote-rigging.

Speaking from the gover-

nment offices, Grindeanu 
later said he would remain 
in office until a new gover-
nment is installed.

He said it was “important 
we get out of this blocka-
ge and send a message to 
investors and governmen-
ts all over the world that 
Romania remains a stable 
and predictable environ-
ment.”

After the vote was annou-

nced, some Social Demo-
crats hugged each other. 
The party will now choo-
se a candidate for prime 
minister who needs to be 
nominated by President 
Klaus Iohannis. Talks with 
the president are schedu-
led for Monday and Iohan-
nis has the right to refuse 
a candidate. Parliament 
then votes to approve the 
new government. AP 

greeCe

Tsipras lays out prospect 
of bond market return 
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Prime minister, gov’t ousted 
in no-confidence vote  Egypt yesterday 

trucked 1 million li-
ters of cheap diesel fuel 
to the Gaza Strip’s sole 
power plant — a rare 
shipment that tempo-
rarily eased a crippling 
electricity crisis in the 
Hamas-ruled enclave 
but also appeared to 
undercut Palestinian 
President Mahmoud 
Abbas.

Abbas has been ste-
pping up financial pres-
sure on Gaza in hopes 
of forcing the militant 
group Hamas to cede 
ground in the territory. 
Hamas seized Gaza 
from Abbas’ forces in 
2007, and yesterday’s 
delivery was the result 
of a strange new allian-
ce of old foes united 
against the Palestinian 
president.

The power plant 
stopped operating in 
April after Hamas could 
no longer afford to buy 
heavily taxed fuel from 
Abbas’ West Bank-ba-
sed government, lea-
ving Gazans with just 
four hours of electricity 
a day.

Abbas also asked Is-
rael to reduce the elec-

tricity it sends to Gaza, 
which amounts to about 
a third of the territory’s 
needs. This electricity, 
paid for by the Abbas 
government, has been 
reduced by one-fourth 
since Monday, worse-
ning the crunch.

The power shorta-
ge has cast a pall over 
the current holy mon-
th of Ramadan, when 
Muslims often end 
their dawn-to-dusk 
fasting with lavish fa-
mily meals. With their 
homes in the dark and 
refrigerators not func-
tioning, families have 
had to scale back the 
celebrations.

Yousef al-Kayali, a 
Hamas finance official, 
said 11 trucks delive-
red the fuel yesterday. 
He said a second ship-
ment of an additional 1 
million liters was expec-
ted by today.

The fuel will not solve 
Gaza’s electricity woes, 
however. Israel is now 
providing just 88 me-
gawatts of power each 
day, down from 120 
earlier this week. The 
Egyptian fuel is expec-
ted to provide about 

50 megawatts of power 
each day for several 
days, making up the cut 
in Israeli supplies.

In all, Gaza requires 
about 400 megawatts 
to meet its daily needs. 
The hot weather and 
Ramadan have increa-
sed demand, adding to 
the shortages.

“There will still be 
troubles, but not the 
maximum troubles. 
Re-running the power 
plant is better than kee-
ping it shut down,” said 
Fathi Sheikh Khalil, 
director of the Hamas- 
run energy authority.

It was not clear whe-
ther the Egyptian deli-
veries were a one-time 
gesture or would conti-
nue.

Egypt and Hamas 
have had cool relations 
since the Egyptian mili-
tary overthrew Islamist 
President Mohammed 
Morsi in 2013. The new 
Egyptian government 
accuses Hamas of coo-
perating with Islamic 
militants in Egypt’s Si-
nai Peninsula.

But earlier this mon-
th, Egypt hosted a de-
legation of top Hamas 
officials. The delegation 
also met Mohammed 
Dahlan, an exiled Pales-
tinian leader and Abbas 
rival. Those talks led to 
the fuel shipments. AP

Egypt sends fuel to 
power-starved Gaza
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Anti-government demonstrators face off with security forces along the Francisco 
Fajardo highway in Caracas

Maduro replaces Venezuela’s 
military chiefs after shooting 
Andrew Rosati

V enezuelan Pre-
sident Nicolas Madu-
ro shook up his mili-
tary leadership Tues-

day after images of soldiers 
firing on anti-government de-
monstrators in Caracas a day 
earlier provoked a massive ou-
tcry across the country’s bitter 
political divide.

During a two-hour televi-
sed address Tuesday, Madu-
ro named new commanders 
for the Army, Navy, Air Force 
and National Guard, but did 
not address Monday’s pro-
tests that left a teenager dead 
and four wounded by gunfire. 
Two members of the National 
Guard were arrested in con-
nection with the shootings.

An initial probe of Monday’s 
shootings indicated “misuse 
and disproportionate use of 
force,” Interior Minister Nestor 
Reverol wrote on Twitter late 
Monday, adding that the in-
vestigation was still underway. 
His comments represent a rare 
display of official condem-
nation, and were echoed by 

other top members of Madu-
ro’s administration who urged 
restraint in anti-government 
protests that have left over 70 
dead and thousands injured 
and jailed.

Rocio San Miguel, president 
of Control Ciudadano, a citizen 
watchdog group, says that the 
rebuke by Reverol was an ef-
fort at controlling damage for 
an increasingly discredited ar-
med forces. The abuses “were 

so evident that he is looking 
to maintain the bare maintain 
minimum sense of law.”

Earlier Tuesday opposition 
lawmakers protested outside 
a National Guard base in wes-
tern Caracas. “What you did 
yesterday was murder!” con-
gressman Tomas Guanipa yel-
led outside the barracks’ gate. 
“You cannot keep serving as a 
bodyguard for those who are 
against the Constitution.”

Since early April, Venezue-
lans have taken to the capi-
tal’s streets and other major 
cities almost daily, denou-
ncing Maduro for wrecking 
the economy and what they 
say are his efforts to install a 
dictatorship. Reports alleging 
excessive use of tear gas, ille-
gal raids, torture and lethal 
force are rife.

The heavy-handed respon-
se and Maduro’s efforts to 
rewrite the South American 
nation’s constitution have 

fueled divisions within the 
ruling socialist party’s ranks. 
Most prominently, the coun-
try’s chief prosecutor, Lui-
sa Ortega Diaz, a long-time 
loyalist to the late Hugo Cha-
vez, has become a vocal critic 
of the crackdown on dissent, 
launching a raft investiga-
tions into alleged state abu-
ses.

On Tuesday, Venezuela’s 
top court accepted a request 
filed by a pro-government 
lawmaker to find “serious 
fault” with Ortega Diaz’s ac-
tions and determine if she 
should stand trial. The in-
fighting has only embolde-
ned Maduro’s opponents, 
who called on the military to 
uphold the Constitution.

“All of Venezuela must stand 
up to rescue democracy,” Ju-
lio Borges, head of the Natio-
nal Assembly, said at news 
conference, vowing another 
wave of protests was soon on 
their way.

Still, Maduro’s shakeup of 
his commanders could help 
the nation’s military, long 
seen as the South American 
nation’s major power broker, 
remain above the escalating 
political fray.

The government’s moves are 
more about saving face rather 
than preventing a potential 
break in ranks. “It’s not about 
order, it’s about shame,” said 
San Miguel. Bloomberg

 Since 
early April, 
venezuelans 
have taken to 
the capital’s 
streets and 
other major 
cities almost 
daily
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TV canal macau

cinema

what’s ON ...

Black and White - Works By leong Wan si 
 time: 11am-6pm (Closed on Mondays and public 
holidays)
Until: June 28, 2017
VenUe: 10 Fantasia, No. 10, Calçada da Igreja de S. 
Lazaro
admission: Free
enqUiries: (853) 2835 4582
 
more than JUst text - exhiBition of Book 
layoUt and design Works By JoaqUim cheong 
and stUdents
time: 9am-10pm
Until: June 30, 2017
VenUe: Gallery at team building, IFT, Colina de Mong 
ha
admission: Free
enqUiries: (853) 2856 1252
 
Brand story - PoP-UP shoP
 time: 10am-8pm
Until: october 1, 2017
VenUe: Macao Fashion Gallery
admission: Free
enqUiries: (853) 2835 3341
 
aBstract Paintings from the mam collection
time: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm, closed 
on Mondays)
Until: September 17, 2017
VenUe: Macao Art Museum
admission: Free
enqUiries: (853) 8791 9814
 
story of cannon making - children 
exPerience exhiBition 
time: 10am-6pm (Last admission at 5:30pm, closed 
on Mondays)
Until: August 20, 2017
VenUe: Exhibition Gallery, 3rd floor of Macao Museum
admission: Free
enqUiries: (853) 2835 7911

this day in history

A telecom company in the Netherlands has teamed 
up with the country’s traffic safety authority to develop 
a bicycle lock that also blocks its mobile network, in a 
move aimed at protecting young riders who regularly pe-
dal through busy streets while looking at their phone, the 
developers said yesterday.

An app opens the lock and simultaneously blocks the 
KPN cellular network, meaning that the cyclist’s phone 
can only be used to call emergency services. once the 
bike is locked using the app, the cellphone will work again.

The app does not stop users listening to music stored 
on their phone, but would prevent them playing streaming 
content.

The Dutch Traffic Safety Association said that the “Safe 
Lock” is expected to go on sale by the end of the year for 
around 100 euros (USD110).

The association said that one in five bicycle accidents 
involving children is caused by smartphone use.

KPN spokeswoman victorina de Boer said the combina-
tion of a network-blocking app and lock, made by the AXA 
company, is believed to be a world first.

By blocking the network, the lock and app halts not only 
calls but also the beeps and buzzes that alert users to 
new messages.

“If you want to assure yourself of not being disturbed 
by [...] notifications which can take away your attention 
from the traffic around you, then this is a good solution,” 
De Boer said.

The lock initially will be only for KPN clients, “but of cou-
rse we’re open to working together with other providers 
on this. Anything to increase the safety of children on their 
bike in traffic,” De Boer said.

The app and lock, which will be tested over the summer, 
are initially only available for Android phones, but De Boer 
said KPN also is looking into the possibility of a version for 
Apple’s mobile software IoS.

 Offbeat
ringing the changes: dutch bike 
lock blocks rider’s phone  

A man has pleaded guilty to shooting dead former 
Beatle John Lennon in New York.

The court heard Mark Chapman dramatically change 
his plea to admit responsibility for the murder, saying 
God had told him to do so.

Even his own defence team were taken by surprise 
by the decision, and his lawyer has asked the judge 
to examine his client to ensure he is mentally fit to 
stand trial.

Appearing at a pre-trial hearing, Chapman said no-
thing in open court. The drifter now faces a minimum 
of 15 years imprisonment, although the judge has in-
dicated it will be more like 20.

Lennon, 40, was shot several times as he entered his 
luxury apartment building, the Dakota on Manhattan’s 
Upper West Side, opposite Central Park, in December 
1980.

The musician was rushed in a police car to St Luke’s 
Roosevelt Hospital Center, where he died.

Explaining that Chapman had decided to plead guilty 
after “God told him” to do so on June 8, his lawyer 
revealed he had “serious questions” over his client’s 
sanity.

“I have asked that he be examined to determine whe-
ther or not he is fit to go to trial or to change his plea,” 
he said.

The judge will receive a full report on the defendant 
before passing sentence in August.

 
courtesy BBc news

1981 chapman pleads guilty
  to lennon murder

in context
Mark Chapman is serving 20 years to life in Attica prison near New 
York after he was deemed competent to plead guilty.
He said he had heard voices in his head telling him to kill the 
world-famous musician.
In 2000 the killer had his appeal for early release turned down, the 
same happened in October 2002 when he made another appeal for 
early release.
A third appeal was rejected in October 2004.
Lennon’s widow, Yoko Ono, has said she would not feel safe if 
Chapman were released, and experts believe it is quite possible he 
will stay behind bars for the rest of his life. 

cineteatro
22-25 Jun 

TransforMers: The lasT knighT
room 1
2:00, 4:45, 9:30pm
director: Michael bay
starring:  Mark wahlberg, anthony hopkins, Josh duhamel    
language: english 
duration: 148min

residenT evil: vendeTTa
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 9:45pm
director: Takanori Tsujimoto
starring:  orion acaba, erin cahill, darin de Paul    
language: english (chinese)
duration: 93min

a faMily Man
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm
director:  Mark williams 
starring:    alison brie, gerard butler, willem dafoe   
language: english
duration: 118min

macau tower
22 Jun - 5 Jul

TransforMers: The lasT knighT
room 1
2:00, 4:45, 9:30pm
director: Michael bay
starring:  Mark wahlberg, anthony hopkins, Josh duhamel    
language: english 
duration: 148min

13:00   
13:30   
14:50   
17:40   
18:20   
19:10   
19:40   
20:30   
21:00   
21:30   
22:10   
23:00   
23:30   
00:30  
01:05 

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPi Live 
Revenge Sr 3    
Now Generation (Repeated)    
Miscellaneous
Soap opera    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Interview 
Miscellaneous  
Now Generation    
TDM News    
Miscellaneous
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live 
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across: 1- Gaze intently; 6- Take the role of; 11- Make lace; 14- Spanish Mister; 
15- Pixie; 16- Not ‘neath; 17- Country singer Tucker; 18- Religion of the Muslims; 
19- Foot digit; 20- Certain; 22- Lowly workers; 24- Use too often; 28- Girl on film; 
30- Lady of Spain; 31- Software medium; 32- Benjamin; 33- Person affected with 
rheumatism; 37- Penguin’s septentrional counterpart; 38- Affairs of honor; 39- Like 
some discounted mdse.; 40- Refund; 43- Summer camp transport; 45- ___ once; 
46- Straightens; 47- Drilling result; 50- Serving no function; 51- Lion sounds; 52- 
one of the Simpsons; 53- 24-hr. bank feature; 54- Country lad; 57- More pleasant; 
62- Chou En-___; 63- Really bother; 64- Mouthlike opening; 65- Youth org.; 66- 
Stage play; 67- 71% is under water;
 
down: 1- Fast flier; 2- Afternoon social; 3- Abby’s twin; 4- Siegfried’s partner; 
5- Sign of a slip; 6- Flaming; 7- What you do to a joint, prior to a heist; 8- “... ___ 
the cows come home”; 9- The Altar; 10- 
Indicator of illness; 11- From head ___; 12- 
Ages; 13- Long lock of hair; 21- Country 
bordered by Canada and Mexico; 23- Witty 
Bombeck; 24- Movie award; 25- Locale; 
26- Japanese mushroom; 27- Decompose; 
28- Designer Simpson; 29- Shank; 31- 
Thorax; 33- Rustic; 34- Slight trace; 35- 
Golf clubs; 36- Salad green; 38- Blunt; 
41- Bryn ___ College; 42- Sanctified; 43- 
Purify; 44- Have a bug; 46- Biblical beast; 
47- Toothbrush brand; 48- Smidgens; 49- 
Female demon; 50- Utah’s ___ Mountains; 
52- Actor Neeson; 55- Armed conflict; 56- 
___ snail’s pace; 58- Give ___ rest; 59- ___ 
anglais (English horn); 60- CPR expert; 61- 
College cheer; 

THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS
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Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
commission against 
corruption (ccac) 28326 300
iacM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

Min Max condiTion

china

world

10
18
20
16
16

cloudy/drizzle
cloudy/drizzle
clear/overcast

cloudy
cloudy/clear

20
15
21
24
21
12
22
23
18
23
23
23
21
26
26
27

23
28
26
33
34
23
28
31
25
28
27
32
28
34
32
32

17
31
34
28
32

rainstorm
cloudy

thundershower
clear

cloudy
drizzle/overcast

drizzle
overcast/thundershower

shower
overcast

overcast/shower
cloudy

moderate rain/shower
overcast

moderate rain
shower

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Some last-minute news is due so 
suddenly you may not know quite 
what to do with it. Several astral 
culprits are behind the situation, 
just waiting to shock and delight 
you

April 20-May 20
You’re about to be on the 
receiving end of several pieces 
of really great news. Expect the 
word to arrive from a higher-
up you weren’t sure had ever 
noticed you

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
your razor-sharp intellect has 
informed you that something needs 
to be done and that you’re the only 
person on board who’s equipped to 
make a logical decision. Well, go 
ahead.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your house of relationships has 
been pretty darned crowded 
for the past few days, and it’s 
probably going to stay that way, 
at least until after the first of the 
year

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Just when you thought you were 
ready to settle down and stop showing 
the world how unique, unusual and 
sophisticated you are, someone has 
planted a bug in your brain that’s 
making it impossible

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
After months of griping about 
how nothing exciting ever 
happens to you, your friends will 
suddenly need to remind you 
that you’ve been wishing this on 
yourself -- and to be quiet.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Your specialty is taking care of 
others, and more often than not, 
you do it at your own expense. Well, 
prepare yourself to make a decision 
that may actually take your own 
needs into account, just this once.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You’re absolutely entitled to indulge 
yourself in the deeper side of life: 
intimacy, intensity, intrigue and a 
bit of leisure. It’s now officially your 
turn to go for it, and if anyone knows 
how to be hedonistic, it’s you.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
An affectionate, inviting message 
that arrives this morning will set 
you off on a path that includes 
not just adventure, but a new 
and improved intimacy with your 
partner.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Several planetary influences will 
inspire you to go after what you 
want with a vengeance. If you’re 
challenged, you’ll easily convince 
any and all opponents just to 
drop it. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
For the next couple of days, 
you’ll quite literally be wearing 
your heart on your sleeve. Does 
this mean you’re especially 
vulnerable at the moment? You 
bet it does.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Just when you thought you were 
done righteously, instructing the 
world about exactly how it should be 
run, you’ve discovered you still have 
plenty left to say. You’ve earned a 
couple of days of well-earned rest.

  Aquarius Pisces
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James Ellingworth 

Cristiano Ronal-
do set aside his legal 
troubles to score the 
winning goal for Por-

tugal yesterday in a 1-0 victory 
over hosts Russia in the Confe-
derations Cup.

Ronaldo headed Portugal in 
front in the eighth minute at 
Moscow’s Spartak Stadium. 
The European champions stru-
ggled to kill off the game des-
pite several chances and could 
have conceded when Georgy 
Dzhikiya headed narrowly over 
in stoppage time.

A day after Ronaldo was sum-
moned to court in Spain over 
allegations relating to a com-
plex tax fraud, his goal was 
simple. He found space on the 
right flank and crept in behind 
defender Fyodor Kudryashov 
to head in Raphael Guerreiro’s 
lofted cross at the far post.

It could have been 2-0 in the 
50th if not for Russia goalkee-
per Igor Akinfeev, playing his 
100th international game, and 
his acrobatic one-handed save 
to keep out Adrien Silva’s hea-
der. Guerreiro limped off inju-
red in the 65th.

Russia failed to register a 
shot on target, though Fyodor 
Smolov should have done bet-
ter when he sliced a shot wide 
from a good position shortly 

before half-time.
On a chilly Moscow evening, 

Russia coach Stanislav Cher-
chesov set up his team defensi-
vely, putting right-back Roman 
Shishkin into a midfield role, 
but his plans were upended 
after just eight minutes when 
Ronaldo headed in Portu-
gal’s opener.

Portugal outplayed Russia 
comprehensively for the rest of 
the half but created no clear-cut 
chances, Ronaldo going closest.

The Russians barely made 
it into the Portuguese half for 
long periods of the opening 45 
minutes, and only came remo-
tely close to scoring with Smo-
lov’s mishit effort off Alexander 
Golovin’s cross.

Besides the Silva header sa-
ved by Akinfeev, the Portugue-
se also threatened to score a 
second when Ronaldo headed 
wide in the 63rd and blasted a 
shot over the bar shortly after.

The Russians made atta-
cking substitutions and pushed 
forward, testing the Portuguese 
defense with balls over the top, 
but often left themselves open 
on the counter.

Guerreiro had to be substitu-
ted in the 65th after limping off 
for medical treatment.

Russia threw men forward in 
search of a late equalizer, but 
came no closer than Dzhikiya’s 
header over the bar.

The win leaves Portugal in a 
strong position on four points 
in Group A with just a game 
against outsiders New Zealand 
remaining Saturday. Russia has 
three points and must face Me-
xico next. AP

Boris Becker was de-
clared bankrupt by a 

British court yesterday 
after the former tennis 
player failed to pay a long
-standing debt.

A lawyer for the six-ti-
me Grand Slam champion 
pleaded with a Bankrupt-
cy Court registrar in Lon-
don for a last chance to 
pay a debt that Becker has 
owed to private bankers 
Arbuthnot Latham & Co. 
since 2015.

The registrar, Christine 
Derrett, said there was a 
lack of credible eviden-
ce that his debt would be 
paid soon. She refused to 

adjourn the case for a fur-
ther 28 days and annou-
nced a bankruptcy order.

“One has the impression 
of a man with his head in 
the sand,” said the regis-
trar, who said she wat-
ched Becker play on Cen-
tre Court at Wimbledon.

The 49-year-old Becker, 
who was born in Germany 
and lives in London, re-
cently coached Novak 
Djokovic and has been a 
TV commentator.

His lawyer, John Briggs, 
had argued there was su-
fficient evidence to show 
that Becker would be able 
to pay the debt through a 

refinancing arrangement, 
involving remortgaging 
a property in Mallor-
ca, which was expected 
to raise 6 million euros 
(USD6.7 million). Brig-
gs said it was expected 
the deal would be appro-
ved by a Spanish bank in 
about one month.

Briggs also said Becker 
was “not a sophisticated 
individual when it comes 
to finances,” and that 
bankruptcy was likely to 
have an adverse effect on 
Becker’s image.

“He should have thou-
ght about that a long time 
ago,” the registrar said. AP

FooTBAll | ConFederATionS Cup

Ronaldo heads Portugal 
to 1-0 win over Russia 

Boris Becker declared bankrupt by British court 

FIFA warns Mexico over discriminatory chants

Fifa warned Mexico about the conduct of 
its fans on Tuesday at the Confederations 

Cup, but the country’s coach maintained that 
the chants are not discriminatory.

The homophobic abuse was heard during 
Mexico’s opening game against Portugal in 
Kazan on Sunday despite FIFA warning on 
the eve of the World Cup warm-up tourna-
ment that there would be tighter monitoring 
of offensive incidents in stadiums.

FIFA said disciplinary committee chairman 
Anin Yeboah “decided to impose a warning 
on the Mexican Football Federation for the 
misconduct of a small group of Mexican fans 

in relation to insulting and discriminatory 
chants.” Mexico has been sanctioned eight 
times over the same gay slurs by fans in the 
current World Cup qualifying campaign by 
international soccer’s governing body.

“I understand why the crowd chants and I 
don’t think the interpretation made interna-
tionally is right,” Mexico coach Juan Carlos 
Osorio said through a translator ahead of 
Wednesday’s Group A match against New 
Zealand at the Confederations Cup. “I hope 
the Mexican federation will tell FIFA again 
that this doesn’t mean what people think it 
means.” AP
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 The European 
champions 
struggled to kill 
off the game 
despite several 
chances
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Cristiano Ronaldo celebrates after scoring his side’s first goal against Russia
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China invites ivanka trump, 
Jared kushner to visit BeiJing 

A White House official says the Chinese govern-
ment has invited Ivanka Trump and Jared Kushner 
to visit Beijing later this year.

It’s not clear whether President Donald Trump’s 
daughter and son-in-law would accept the invita-
tion, or when a trip would be. The official commen-
ted Tuesday on condition of anonymity because 
nothing has been formally announced.

A Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman says he 

noted reports of the invitation but was unaware of 
the specifics.

The invitation from China underscores the in-
fluential roles that Kushner and Ivanka Trump hold 
in Trump’s administration, including in matters of 
foreign policy.

Both have been at the center of a group of advisers 
helping Trump navigate his turbulent first few mon-
ths in office.
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Coffee, tea or both?
Tea drinking has long been considered an 

important part of Chinese culture, while coffee 
drinking is seen by some as a part of foreigners’ 
culture. It is not surprising that with the bloom of 
coffee businesses in China, there are concerns 
that it is over-shadowing our thousands-of-years- 
old culture. How about in Macao? With the num-
ber of coffee shops in a small place like ours 
reaching over 110, is this evidence that coffee 
is overtaking the tea culture? Or, perhaps with 
the hundreds of years of Portuguese influence 
in town, we have always been on team “bica”? 

I would say that coffee and tea are inseparable 
in Macao. Most set menus, for lunch or dinner, 
end with ‘coffee or tea’. While we tend to be 
using the term “coffee break” more these days 
in English for our afternoon breaks, in Chinese, 
we say 下午茶 “afternoon tea”. So, we often find 
ourselves inviting a friend ‘for coffee’ when the 
text is in English, and another ‘for tea’ in Chine-
se, though it’s the same occasion.

The culture of “3:15 afternoon tea” has been 
in practice in Macao since the ‘70s. We often 
see workers in the construction and renovation 
industry shutting down their equipment around 
3:15 everyday to take their break from work and 
patronize one of the 茶餐廳, ‘Cha Chaan Teng’, 
directly translated as ‘Tea Restaurants’ or also 
known as ‘Hong Kong-style coffee shops’. For 
office workers, it is also common for collea-
gues to take turns ordering coffee (or tea) and 
sandwiches around 15:15 for an Afternoon Tea 
break together.  

From the ‘70s up until the ‘90s, this was a prac-
tice of the local police too, who would take a 
break from their duties and patronize one of the 
many small ‘tea restaurants’ in the alleys around 
Horta e Costa. Although we use the term ‘Af-
ternoon Tea’, most people order coffee in these 
Cha Chaan Tengs. So, coffee drinking culture is 
not new in Macao. The differences are merely 
the types of coffee and the style of the coffee 
shops.

Historically speaking, western style coffee 
was brought into Macao during the 18th cen-
tury by the Portuguese. But the drinking of Bica 
(a.k.a. espresso) was only common among the 
local Portuguese and Macanese; it was only in 
the last ten years or so that we see more local 
Chinese drinking western coffee like expresso, 
latte or cappuccino, thanks to the popularity of 
Starbucks, and the many romantic movies from 
Japan, Taiwan and Hong Kong that begin in the 
ambience of a romantic western coffee shop. 

Of course, ambience aside, the local coffee 
is very different from western coffee served in 
modern cafés. The local coffee is usually boiled 
in pots on charcoal, or filtered in small bags like 
the materials of pantyhose, that’s why they are 
also known as ‘pantyhose coffee’ or ‘pantyhose 
tea’. These types of coffee served in Cha Chaan 
Tengs are usually less strong compared to their 
western counterparts, and are served with con-
densed milk instead of fresh milk. 

While customers of ‘Tea Restaurants’ in Macao 
are ordering coffee on their tea break, it is also 
interesting to see that many locals going to wes-
tern coffee shops are ordering tea. So, whether 
the booming coffee culture in Macao is taking 
over our tea culture is not really a question that 
needs to be answered. From what I see, the two 
are always together. We do not really have an 
afternoon tea drinking culture, just an afternoon 
break where coffee or tea is served. And if one 
cannot decide whether to order coffee or tea, 
one other popular local ‘Afternoon Tea’ drink is 
the ‘Yuenyeung’ which is a mix of half coffee and 
half tea served only at Cha Chaan Tengs.

Made in Macao
Jenny Lao-Phillips

egyPT’s highest court 
yesterday ordered a 
temporary suspension of 
rulings by other courts on 
a 2016 deal that transfers 
two red Sea islands to 
Saudi Arabia, deepening 
the legal wrangling over 
the issue.

cenTral african 
rePublic Clashes 
between armed groups in 
the town of Bria have left 
at least 100 people dead 
in the wake of a peace 
agreement signed this 
week in rome that called 
for an immediate cease-
fire.

angola rafael Morais, a 
prominent journalist and 
human rights campaigner 
in Angola, says he and 
another journalist face 
charges of insulting the 
state for an article about 
an allegedly unethical 
real estate deal involving 
the attorney general.

PorTugal is close to 
containing the wildfire 
that killed 64 people last 
weekend, authorities said 
yesterday, as a minute 
of silence was held in 
memory of the victims.

greece’s prime minister 
said yesterday that his 
bailout-reliant country 
will “very soon” be in 
a position to tap bond 
markets again, which 
would be greece’s first 
test of investor sentiment 
since 2014. More on p14

argenTina Former 
president Cristina 
Fernandez has returned 
to Argentina’s political 
stage, launching a new 
party and promising 
to fight the economic 
policies of her 
conservative successor.

brazil president 
Michel Temer is being 
accused of organizing 
the distribution of about 
uSd6 million of public 
funds into electoral 
campaigns. The latest 
corruption allegations 
came from key party 
fundraiser lucio Bolonha 
Funaro.

Mari Yamaguchi, Tokyo 

The site of a fatal collision 
between a U.S. Navy des-

troyer and a container ship 
off Japan’s coast is notorious 
for congested sea traffic, par-
ticularly during the night 
when merchant ships are 
trying to reach Tokyo’s port 
by daybreak.

The USS Fitzgerald collided 
with the ACX Crystal about 
12 nautical miles (22 kilome-
ters) off the southern tip of 
the Izu Peninsula in the early 
hours of Saturday just as the 
two ships were to merge into 
heavy traffic.

Maritime officials and ship 
operators call the area a con-
vergence zone, where ships 
coming from the east and 
west converge with others 
leaving Tokyo. On average, 
about 400 ships pass through 
the waters each day.

The area, also known for 
strong tides, is the most ac-
cident-prone in Japanese 
waters. The Japan Transport 
Safety Board investigated 28 
serious collisions between 
2008 and 2014, including one 
between a Japanese navy sub-
marine and a fishing boat in 
1988 in which 30 people died.

“Because many ships un-
load their cargo in Tokyo 
during the day, they want to 
be there early in the morning. 
Many of them pass through 
the area during the night,” 
said Hiroshi Ando, an official 
in the Japanese coast guard’s 
navigation safety department. 
“It’s known as one of the bu-

siest waters, where ships from 
different routes merge.”

The nighttime rush hour 
continues from about 1 a.m. 
to 3 a.m. A second rush hour 
goes from about 8 p.m. to 9 
p.m. as ships that reloaded in 
Tokyo leave through the area, 
he said.

The ACX Crystal was a typi-
cal example. The 19,060-ton 
ship, carrying about 1,000 
containers from Nagoya, was 
traveling east and scheduled 
to arrive in Tokyo at 8 a.m., 
according to its operator, 
NYK Line. The coast guard 
says it and the Fitzgerald col-
lided at about 1:30 a.m.

How the collision occurred 
is still under investigation, but 
experts generally agree that 
the Philippine-flagged con-
tainer ship was likely trying 
to pass the destroyer from 
behind when the two collided. 
The Navy ship suffered severe 
damage to its starboard side. 
An underwater gash flooded 
two sleeping compartments, 
killing seven sailors who were 
trapped inside.

Ships heading to Tokyo have 
to decide whether to take a 
shortcut between the Izu Pe-
ninsula and Izu Oshima is-

land, or make a bigger circle 
around the island, partly to 
avoid traffic. Most ships take 
the shorter route, Ando said. 
He said route decisions are up 
to the captains.

Because of the frequent acci-
dents, the transport ministry 
has proposed to the Interna-
tional Maritime Organization 
a virtual median line between 
the peninsula and the island, 
with Tokyo-bound ships tra-
veling on the east side and 
those from Tokyo on the west 
side. The proposal, adopted 
by the IOM earlier this mon-
th, is to take effect next year.

A senior official at 
Shinshinkisen Co., a passen-
ger ferry operator, said it as-
signs three crewmembers to 
monitor surrounding traffic 
when its ferries pass throu-
gh the area, even though 
they only operate during the 
day. He spoke on condition 
of anonymity because of the 
sensitivity of the topic.

But after following all the ru-
les and carefully monitoring 
other vessels, ships that make 
it through the congested area 
then reach Tokyo Bay, whi-
ch is even more crowded, he 
said. AP

Warship clash site known 
for congested traffic 

The construction site of Heihe-Blagoveshchensk road bridge at the border of China and Russia. A 19.9km 
highway bridge connecting China and Russia over the Heilongjiang River is under construction. The road 

bridge is scheduled to open to traffic in October 2019. 
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