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mega-city clustera criminal or a 
philanthropist? Chui Sai On signed an 

agreement witnessed by Xi 
Jinping to create a mega-
city cluster in the Pearl River 
Delta estuary 

Ng Lap Seng was portrayed 
as a criminal and a hero during 
opening statements at his 
bribery trial  P2

koike’s 
party 
heads 
for big 
victory

IndonesIa A 
helicopter carrying 
eight people crashed 
yesterday while on 
the way to help with 
evacuations near a 
volcano that erupted 
on the main Indonesian 
island of Java. Officials 
didn’t know the fate of 
the people on board, 
but villagers said they 
found two bodies at the 
crash site. More on p13

ChIna-Us Less than 
three months after U.S. 
President Donald Trump 
and China’s leader 
met at Mar-a-Lago, 
the White House is 
suddenly engaged in a 
multipronged pressure 
campaign against Beijing. 
Delivering a one-two 
punch to China late 
last week, the Trump 
administration approved 
a USD1.4 billion arms sale 
to Taiwan and blacklisted 
a small Chinese bank 
over its business ties with 
North Korea.
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Local casinos post 
11th month of gains 

Carrie Lam sworn in as Hong Kong’s 
new leader, Xi warns of ‘red line’  P7, 10, 11

Hong Kong’s 
identity crisis
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In this Oct. 26, 2015 file photo, Chinese billionaire Ng Lap Seng (left) is seen leaving federal court

Ng Lap Seng portrayed as 
criminal and hero at trial
Macau billionaire Ng Lap 

Seng was portrayed as a 
criminal and a hero during ope-
ning statements at his United 
Nations bribery trial on Thurs-
day.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Dou-
glas Zolkind told Manhattan fe-
deral court jurors that 69-year- 
old Ng Lap Seng corrupted two 
U.N. ambassadors so he could 
build a legacy by constructing a 
massive U.N. conference center 
in China.

“This case is about this man’s 
effort to corrupt the United Na-
tions to get what he wanted,” 
prosecutor Douglas Zolkind 
said of the defendant, Macau ty-
coon Ng Lap Seng.

Defense attorney Tai Park 
countered that Ng was a philan-
thropist willing to spend billions 
of dollars to build the center in 
Macau to benefit the U.N. befo-
re being betrayed by one of the 
ambassadors who requested 
contributions from him.

Ng, a billionaire real estate 
developer, is accused of funne-
ling hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in bribes to former UN 
General Assembly President 
John Ashe and other officials to 
win their backing for the multi-
billion-dollar conference center 
for the UN in Macau that he 
wanted to build. Ng denies the 
bribery allegations.

The idea was to make the cen-
ter the home to much of China’s 
UN-related activity. Ng also 
sought to have an annual UN 
conference on developing na-
tion issues permanently held 
there, replacing the previous 
practice of using a different host 
city every year.

Authorities allege the confe-
rence center - which Ng agreed 
to build at no cost - was inten-
ded to enhance the value of a 
surrounding complex of thou-
sands of apartment units, office 
space, a casino and hotel that he 
planned to develop. 

Park said Ng’s actions were 
consistent with how the U.N. 
operates with public-private 
partnerships and he was being 
vilified after a heroic gesture 
of philanthropy. The defense 
lawyer also countered Zolkind’s 
claims by saying it will be clear 
to jurors that Ng had embarked 
on a quest that had no realistic 
hope of profit.

“That’s not bribery, whether 

it’s the United Nations, this 
court, this country or Mars,” 
Park said. “It is not a crime to 
support a cause other people 
want to advance. […] That’s phi-
lanthropy!”

Six defendants were originally 
charged in the case, including 
John Ashe, who in addition to 
serving as president of the ge-

neral assembly, was also the 
ambassador to the UN from the 
Caribbean nation of Antigua 
and Barbuda. Ashe died in a 
weightlifting accident last year 
as his lawyer was negotiating a 
plea agreement with the gover-
nment. 

The other remaining defen-
dants have pleaded guilty, with 

some agreeing to cooperate 
with the prosecution. One of 
them, Francis Lorenzo, is now 
expected to be a key govern-
ment witness and testify against 
Ng during trial.

Lorenzo was a deputy ambas-
sador to the UN from the Domi-
nican Republic who was accu-
sed of funneling some of the bri-

be money to Ashe. In his guilty 
plea, he admitted in court that 
he helped get a USD200,000 
payment into a foreign bank ac-
count belonging to Ashe, saying 
“the purpose was to influence 
John Ashe to the benefit of Ng 
Lap Seng and others.”

The officials then used their 
positions at the UN to advance 
Ng’s efforts to win formal su-
pport for the conference center 
development, including issuing 
a contract for the development 
and agreement letters naming 
Ng’s company as the exclusive 
developer of the property.

Zolkind said the conference 
center was never built because 
Ng was arrested in September 
2015 before he could capitalize 
on U.N. documents listing his 
company as the developer.

Meanwhile, Park argued that 
the project was a costly under-
taking, and that Ng stood to 
gain little from it.

“This was going to be an enor-
mously costly undertaking. If 
this was a bribery scheme, la-
dies and gentlemen, it was the 
dumbest one ever conceived,” 
Park said. “If he breaks even 
before he’s dead, he’s a lucky 
man.”

Ng has been confined un-
der 24-hour guard in a luxury 
Manhattan apartment on $50 
million bail while awaiting trial. 
The trial before Judge Vernon 
Broderick could last four to six 
weeks. MDT/Agencies

Assistant U.S. Attorney Douglas 
Zolkind said last week that Ng paid at 

least USD1.7 million in bribes to ambassa-
dors in exchange for United Nations su-
pport.

He said jurors will hear testimony about 
bribes from Francis Lorenzo, who was paid 
$1.5 million over a five-year period to head 
a Manhattan-based media company for Ng 
when he served as a diplomat from the Do-
minican Republic to the United Nations.

Defense attorney Park argued that the 
$240,000 paid annually to Lorenzo, who 
was the company’s president was not an act 
of corruption: “It’s called wages, ladies and 
gentlemen, not bribes.”

Zolkind said Ng began sending Loren-

zo an extra $30,000 a month in late 2012 
“for the express purpose of obtaining U.N. 
approval for the conference center.”

At the same time, Ng allegedly paid a 
$200,000 bribe in 2014 to John Ashe whi-
le he was General Assembly president and 
U.N. ambassador from Antigua and Barbu-
da and paid $2,500 monthly to Ashe’s wife 
to perform a no-show job at the Manhattan 
media company, the prosecutor said.

Some of the money was used to fund the 
construction of a basketball court at Ashe’s 
home in New York and pay for a family va-
cation, prosecutors have said. Ashe allege-
dly used some of the money he received to 
lease a BMW, buy Rolex watches and order 
custom-tailored suits, as well as sharing 

some of it with Antigua’s prime minister to 
advance Chinese interests in the country.

Park said Ashe, who died in an accident 
last year, had requested the $200,000 to 
support his presidency. “It didn’t go into 
his back pocket,” Park said. “It was put to 
good use.”

Park said payments to Ashe’s wife, an ex-
pert on global climate change, came as she 
worked on a book about how developing 
nations contribute to climate change and 
are impacted by it.

Ng’s defense lawyer also said the jury 
will not see any evidence of corrupt intent 
or guilty conscience on Ng’s part, noting 
there was no effort made to conceal the 
payments. 

How the USD1.7m was spent

 The defense 
lawyer said 
Ng was being 
vilified after a 
heroic gesture 
of philanthropy 
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Robert Kirby Grant Bowie 

Renato Marques

The 2017 edition of Eco 
TrailHiker is living up 
to expectations for a re-
cord-breaking number 

of participants, with all 550 team 
slots being filled within 90 minu-
tes of registration.

Director of Macau TrailHiker 
Ltd., Robert Kirby, told the Times 
that he was “overjoyed” with the 
response from the public.

“We opened the portal at 6 P.M. 
right after the press conference 
and by 7:30 P.M., my assistant...
came to me and said, ‘Robert we 
have to close it,’” Kirby said. “It 
was just an incredible respon-
se. We have seen, over the years, 
more and more people going to 
our website but this was just phe-
nomenal.”

According to Kirby, the high-de-
mand shows that “the event has 
reach its tipping point”, and “well-
ness is important in the commu-
nity” and further, that “corporate 
responsibility is [becoming] in-
creasingly important.”

Remarking on the many peo-

ple who were unable to register 
on time, Kirby said, “Of course 
now we have to manage the peo-
ple who were disappointed and 
I don’t underestimate that, so 
we [are creating] a waiting list 
[...] because we know there will 
always be a few people who will 
[drop] out.”

When questioned about how 
Eco TrailHiker plans to cope with 
the extremely high demand, Kir-
by responded that the event had 
to “grow.” He added that for the 
2018 edition, Eco TrailHiker will 
not only include its two current 
courses (10km and 30km), but 
would also include an additional 
20km course – a decision that Kir-

by had made previously, but had 
been unable to implement in 2017 
due to the “sponsors’ switch and 
adjustments that had to be done 
from there.”

The organizer added that with 
the new upcoming 20km race, 
Eco Trailhiker will accept an ad-
ditional 150 teams, increasing the 
maximum from 550 to 700.

When questioned about the pos-
sibility of splitting the event over 
multiple days as team numbers 
grow, Kirby said, “I believe the new 
sponsor would not be upset if I say 
yes, there is an opportunity for a 
weekend event like a sports fes-
tival where... we can run the 10K 
and 30K on Saturday and then the 
20K on Sunday,” he said, adding 
that it nevertheless may take seve-
ral years to occur, and that it was 
unlikely to occur in 2018.  

According to Kirby, several fac-
tors attract the high number of 
participants, such as the lunch 
that we serve after the event and 
“the camaraderie of having an 
event that is not individuals parti-
cipating but a team of four”, which 
is “very unique.”

On the other hand, Kirby re-
marked that there is still work to 
be done for the wellness promo-
tion aspect of the event. 

“I’m still disappointed that 
when I go out in the trails on the 
weekends, I don’t see more peo-
ple,” he said. “But for sure, Trai-
lHiker brings motivation to teams 
to go out and train before the 
event and there is no doubt that a 
small percentage of these people 
will continue to exercise after the 
event.” 

“I would like to see more people 
continuing [throughout the year] 
and not just around the events,” 
Kirby said, adding that the event 
is now also being used as a team 
building activity for companies. 

CEO and executive director of 
MGM China Holdings Limited 
Grant Bowie also commented 
on the strong response to the 
event, saying, “We are delighted 
to have received such a great res-
ponse from not only the Macau 
community, but also from Hong 
Kong, mainland China, Malaysia, 
Taiwan and beyond.” 

“At MGM our goal is to bring 

Macau to the world and the wor-
ld to Macau and the TrailHiker 
presents one opportunity to do 
just that,” Bowie continued. “The 
strong response serves as valida-
tion that creating opportunities to 
get out with friends and explore 
the natural side of Macau is in de-
mand and something we should 
do more of.”

MGM will be the event’s title 
sponsor for this year. “MGM is 
truly honored to take an active 
role in contributing to this initiati-
ve, having a positive impact on in-
creasing the awareness to protect 
our environment while adding to 
the well-being of the community,” 
said Bowie. “With MGM Cotai as 
the start and finish point of this 
major sports event, it marks the 
beginning of many great momen-
ts for us, and we will continue to 
contribute to a sustainable future 
for Macau.”

Bowie also expressed hopes that 
through the event, the community 
will have a “deeper understanding 
of the importance of creating heal-
thy living style, preserve the natu-
ral environment and to showcase 
the natural beauty of Macau.” Like 
Kirby, he commented positively 
on the opportunities that such a 
friendly competition creates in 
terms of teambuilding, opening 
the doors to the expansion of the 
event in the near future.

Macau Daily Times is Eco TrailHiker’s 
official media partner

The Macau SAR gover-
nment has announced 

that this year’s “wealth 
partaking scheme,” or 
“handout”, will come into 
effect on Thursday, with 
its implementation com-
mencing in early July.

Under the scheme, local 
permanent residents are 
entitled to receive a sum 
of MOP9,000, while non
-permanent residents will 
receive MOP5,400. 

Recipients must have 
been holders of valid or 
renewable Macau SAR 
Resident Identity Cards 
on December 31, 2016 to 
be entitled to receive the 
cash premium, according 
to a statement from the 
Financial Services Bureau 
(DSF).

Holders of a valid or re-
newable Macau SAR Resi-
dent Identity Card who are 
currently residing abroad 

will be granted the cash 
premium, provided they 
can prove that they are 
unable to renew their Ma-
cau SAR Resident Identity 
Card due to either being 
bedridden, or completely 
or partly paralyzed. 

For those who have 
submitted the relevant 
documentary proof and 
were granted the cash 
premium in the previous 
year, the Social Welfare 

Bureau (IAS) is authori-
zed to exempt them from 
document resubmission if 
it concludes that no new 
evidence is required.

A direct bank transfer 
will be arranged for those 
who are receiving finan-
cial assistance or senior 
citizen subsidies from 
the IAS, according to the 
statement. The same will 
apply to retired civil ser-
vants receiving a retire-

ment pension and other 
persons receiving afore-
said pension for the family 
of the deceased.

Most of the rest of the 
populace will be awarded 
the cash premium throu-
gh a crossed check via 
mail. The crossed check 
can only be deposited into 
the payee’s account. In 
this way, the DSF notes 
that even if one receives 
a check addressed to ano-

ther, it cannot be cashed.
A different procedure is 

applicable to beneficia-
ries under the age of 18. 
They will each receive a 
check made payable ei-
ther to themselves or their 
parents, which may be 
deposited either into the 
beneficiary’s account or 
the account of one of their 
parents.

Residents with enquiries 
concerning the handout 
scheme can contact the 
Service Center of the Civil 
and Municipal Affairs Bu-
reau either in person or by 
telephone.

TrailHiker rush, registration 
sold out in 90 minutes

Handout distribution starts next month

 
Next year we 
have got to 
add in a 20 km 
course.

RoBERT KIRBY
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Plan to remove two-stroke 
motorcycles concludes 
The government financial support plan to scrap two-stroke 
engine motorcycles, which began last February, concluded 
on the last day of June, the Environmental Protection 
Bureau (DSPA) said in a statement. The statement also 
informs that the plan generated a greater and more 
positive response from the public than originally expected. 
According to the final figures, the DSPA received a total 
of 5,736 application, all of which were or are currently 
being processed. The plan is part of a series of government 
initiatives aimed at improving air quality on the streets 
in the region. On July 1, a new administrative regulation 
became effective, setting the new limits for exhaust 
pollutant emissions.  

José Dores exhibition 
opens at IFT Café
The Institute for Tourism Studies (IFT) has inaugurated 
an exhibition by local artist José Dores at IFT Café. Titled 
“Looking Through the Fog,” the exhibition opened on 
Friday and showcases Dores’ abstractionist paintings. 
According to a statement issued by IFT, the coffee shop 
located at the Anim’Arte Nam Van space “is one of the 
platforms to showcase local arts and provide citizens and 
tourists with a relaxing dining experience with cultural and 
art elements.” The exhibition will remain at the venue until 
August 21.  

GAMING 

Casino revenue up nearly 
26 percent in June 

Casino revenue 
in Macau missed 
analyst estimates 
in June amid con-

cerns of tightening regula-
tion in the world’s biggest 
gaming hub.

Gross gaming receipts 
in June rose 25.9 percent 
to 19.99 billion patacas 
(USD2.49 billion), accor-
ding to data released by Ma-
cau’s Gaming Inspection 
and Coordination Bureau 
Saturday. That compares 
with the median estimate 
for a 30 percent increase 
in a Bloomberg survey of 
11 analysts and follows a 24 
percent jump in May.

The growth in gaming 
revenue is the highest 
since February 2014 and 
reflects the trough the in-
dustry was struggling to 
emerge from last June, 
when receipts were the 
lowest since 2010. Still, 
policy risks remain, as 
Macau’s government and 
Chinese authorities put in 
new regulations to deter 

capital outflows from the 
mainland, including facial 
recognition technology on 
automated teller machi-
nes to curb money laun-
dering. 

Casinos also face a setba-
ck in expansion attempts 
in China, after a Shanghai 
court in June convicted 19 
Crown Resorts Ltd. cur-
rent and former staff for 
illegally promoting gam-
bling on the mainland. 
The convictions coincide 
with a planned new wave 
of Asian casinos, from Ja-
pan to Australia, that are 
poised to make a fresh 

push to attract business 
from China.

New casinos opened 
by companies including 
Wynn Resorts Ltd. and 
Las Vegas Sands Corp., 
Adelson’s company, are 
wagers that revenue will 
keep accelerating amid 
increasing competition. 
Casino operators, prodded 
by a government depen-
dent on the revenue Ma-
cau pulls in, have begun to 

offer more non-gambling 
attractions, from Broa-
dway-style shows to a Fer-
ris wheel, to diversify the 
tourism market.

Bloomberg Intelligence’s 
index of Macau gaming 
stocks rallied 26 percent 
this year through Friday. 
Wynn Macau Ltd. surged 
48 percent in the period, 
while Galaxy Entertain-
ment Group Ltd. jumped 
40 percent. MDT/Bloomberg

 The growth 
in gaming 
revenue is 
the highest 
since 
February 
2014
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203 enterprises 
registered in 
‘Innovation 
Valley’
 
Hengqin Innovation Valley 
has registered 203 young 
entrepreneur-owned companies 
since the valley’s launch in 2015, 
over half of which are from 
Hong Kong and Macau. sixteen 
companies were granted venture 
capital, with their financing 
amounts exceeding MOP100 
million. From launch to present, 
the companies in the valley have 
applied for a total of 600 patents, 
with more than 300 applications 
approved. By the end of May, the 
entire Hengqin area registered 
4,903 companies with a recorded 
total capital of MOP6627.8 
billion.

Majority deems 
pension system 
average
 
The latest survey conducted 
by the Macau Association 
of Social and Livelihood 
Enhancement and the Macau 
Jiangmen Communal Society 
indicates that 56.6 percent 
of the interviewees consider 
the current pension system in 
Macau to be average. Around 
6 percent are unsatisfied with 
the local pension system, 
and only approximately 27 
percent are satisfied with the 
system. The survey interviewed 
1,708 people, of whom 1,299 
were aged over 60 years old. 
Furthermore, the survey 
indicates that although the SAR 
government implemented many 
welfare policies for the public, 
there is still plenty of room for 
the authority to improve its 
pension system. The survey also 
suggested that quality of life for 
the elderly and other vulnerable 
groups have not yet been 
improved. 

FM wants to 
avoid campaign 
fund spending
The Macau Foundation (FM) is 
attempting to make sure that the  
local associations it subsidizes 
do not to spend those funds on 
electoral campaign activities. 
The subsidized associations 
will have to sign a “mandatory 
agreement.”  “Public funds 
can’t be used for the upcoming 
legislative elections. The process 
would no longer be fair while 
some associations get funded 
whereas some others don’t. 
Therefore, apart from signing 
an agreement, we will have 
our colleagues, including our 
subsidy department and our 
Executive Committee to oversee 
their activities and see if there’s 
anything that crosses our bottom 
line,” Au Weng Chi, member 
of the Macau Foundation’s 
Administrative Committee, said, 
cited by Radio Macau. 

Chief Executive Chui 
Sai On, speaking to an 
audience of 300 gover-
nment officials in Hong 

Kong on Saturday, pledged to 
accelerate the “integrated deve-
lopment” of Macau with main-
land China, under the Greater 
Bay Area strategy.

Chui was in the neighboring 
SAR late last week to attend ce-
lebrations for the 20th anniver-
sary of the transfer of sovereign-
ty over Hong Kong from the 
United Kingdom to mainland 
China, otherwise known as the 
“handover”.

During his visit, Chui was re-
ceived by Chinese President Xi 
Jinping, according to a state-
ment published by Macau’s Go-
vernment Information Bureau 
(GCS) on Saturday. He was also 
invited, to sign an agreement 
alongside the new chief execu-
tive of Hong Kong, Carrie Lam, 
the director of the National De-
velopment and Reform Com-
mission, He Lifeng, and the go-
vernor of Guangdong province, 
Ma Xingrui. President Xi witnes-
sed the signing.

The agreement, known as the 
“Framework Agreement on 
Deepening Guangdong–Hong 
Kong–Macau Cooperation in the 
Development of the Bay Area,” 
concerns the adjoining of seve-
ral cities in the Pearl River Del-
ta estuary to create a mega-city 
cluster.

It was signed at the Hong Kong 
Convention and Exhibition Cen-
tre, and followed by a conference 
on the topic at the InterConti-
nental Hong Kong, attended by 
some 300 government officials 
and guests, including members 
of the Political Bureau of the 

CPC Central Committee.
The Macau chief executive deli-

vered a speech at the conference 
pledging to “deepen the integra-
ted development” of Macau with 
the mainland under the Guang-
dong–Hong Kong–Macau Bay 
Area - or “Greater Bay Area” - 
plan.

Chui said that Guangdong, 
Hong Kong and Macau are well 
equipped to construct a wor-
ld-class metropolis, leveraging 
their unique advantages. This 
will coincide with a plan to gra-
dually upgrade the Greater Bay 
Area plan “from a non-govern-
mental initiative to a national 
strategy.”

He pledged that the MSAR 
would use all its available assets 

to “promote better and faster de-
velopment of the Guangdong–
Hong Kong–Macau Bay Area,” 
through the adherence to four 
key principles.

These principles are the enhan-
cement of communication with 
the Central Government in 
Beijing, the implementation of 
Macau’s first five-year plan, the 
deepening of integrated deve-
lopment with Guangdong pro-
vince and Hong Kong and the 
leveraging of Macau’s unique 
resources and strength.

As is usual for speeches made 
by high-level officials, the chief 
executive referred to various po-
licies of the national government 
and their associated slogans.

According to the GCS state-

ment, Chui said that through 
Macau’s economic integration 
with mainland China, the city 
could fully “realize” the princi-
ples of One Country, Two Sys-
tems. He also said that Macau 
would participate in the Belt and 
Road Initiative as well as coordi-
nate the construction of the One 
Center, One Platform scheme to 
use the MSAR as a link between 
China and the Portuguese- 
speaking countries.

According to GCS, Chui also 
made reference to a plan to cons-
truct “One Base.” Although it re-
mains unclear as to what “One 
Base” entails, it may refer to 
the establishment of a “human 
resources training base for tou-
rism education” in the MSAR. DB

The Financial In-
telligence Office 

(GIF) is hosting the 
24th plenary meeting 
of the Egmont Group 
of Financial Intelligen-
ce Units.

The meeting is being 
attended by over 350 
delegates from more 
than 110 financial in-
telligence units (FIU) 
worldwide, and will be 
held from yesterday 
and until July 7 at the 
Conrad Macao Hotel. 
Attendees will share 
experiences and dis-

cuss matters regarding 
anti-money laundering 
and counter-terrorist 
financing, the GIF in-
formed in a press sta-
tement. 

The Egmont Group 
is a united body of Fi-
nancial Intelligence 
Units around the wor-
ld. It was established 
in 1995 from a group 
of FIUs specializing in 
analysis of financial 
intelligence and suspi-
cious transactions, in 
order to support the 
investigation of finan-

cial and other crimes.  
The group aims to fa-
cilitate the exchange of 
intelligence and foster 
cooperation among its 
members, as well as to 
provide support and 
training to FIUs and 
other stakeholders to 
assist their establish-
ment and operations.

Since its creation, the 
Egmont Group has ser-
ved as a platform for 
members to exchange 
information and expe-
rience – especially in 
relation to countering 

money laundering and 
terrorist financing cri-
mes – and has develo-
ped into a body of 154 
members.

Macau’s GIF, a mem-
ber of the group since 
2009, said, “The ef-
fective sharing of in-
formation through the 
Egmont platform has 
undoubtedly raised the 
competence of the GIF 
and law enforcement 
agencies in Macau over 
these years in their 
analysis and investi-
gation of suspicious 

money laundering and 
other predicate crimes.”

The GIF also noted 
that they have signed 
19 cooperation agree-
ments over the past 
few years with fellow 
FIUs, including those 
in Asia Pacific, Eura-
sia, Europe and Nor-
th America. They ex-
pect to sign another 
agreement with an 
FIU during the cur-
rent plenary meeting. 
The GIF also noted that 
a new Asset Freezing 
Regime will soon enter 
into force, equipping 
the region with a new 
tool against the increa-
se in terrorist finan-
cing activity expected 
during this year.  RM

Int’l meeting discusses measures 
to counter money laundering 

HKSAR 20 yeARS

Chui pledges to accelerate 
Macau integration
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The Crown Resorts Ltd. logo is displayed at the entrance to the Crown Towers 
hotel in Melbourne

GAMING

Crown’s pain is investor gain as 
China trauma spawns new era 
In just eight traumatic mon-

ths, Crown Resorts Ltd.’s enti-
re overseas strategy has unrave-
led. Investors haven’t had such a 
bad time.

Some staff of the Australian ca-
sino operator in China were de-
tained in October and this week 
convicted of illegally promoting 
gambling. Crown quit Macau, 
halted a Las Vegas project, scra-
pped a listing of offshore asse-
ts and closed most of its Asian 
offices. But the crisis also led to 
changes that sparked a bond and 
share rally at the company con-
trolled by billionaire James Pa-
cker.

Packer’s reassessment of his 
assets - triggered by the crack-
down in China - has created a 
slimmer, less-indebted business 
focused on profitable casinos 
in Melbourne and Perth rather 
than riskier developing markets 
in Asia. Investors have also been 
rewarded with a special dividend 
and a stock buyback.

“The company has basically 
transformed itself into almost 
a different investment vehicle, 
much more focused on income 

and less on growth,” said Theo 
Maas, who helps oversee about 
AUD3 billion in assets including 
Crown shares at Sydney-based 
Arnhem Investment Manage-
ment. “All the volatility that used 
to be part of Crown is pretty 
much gone.’’

Melbourne-based Crown’s sha-
res slumped 14 percent on Oct. 
17, the day the company annou-
nced the detention of employees 
in China. Since that date, the 
total return for Crown sharehol-
ders has been 26 percent, a gain 

that incorporates the 83-cent 
special dividend announced in 
February. The total return from 
Australia’s benchmark S&P/
ASX 200 index has been 12 per-
cent in the same period.

Crown’s 4.5 percent bonds 
due November 2019 have risen 
to 103.1 Australian cents from 
102.1 on Oct. 17, according to 
data compiled by Bloomberg. At 
the same time, the cost to in-
sure Crown bonds against non
-payment has fallen to 136 ba-
sis points from 198, CMA data 

show. Crown has a higher credit 
rating than any global peer other 
than Malaysia’s Genting Bhd.

Crown didn’t immediately res-
pond to requests for comment.

Two months after staff were 
rounded up in China, Packer 
started to rein in his empire. 
Crown abandoned its proposed 
spinoff of international assets, 
flagged the sale of an undevelo-
ped plot in Las Vegas, and hal-
ved its stake in Macau casino 
operator Melco Crown Enter-
tainment Ltd.

Crown said in May it would use 
the USD987 million generated 
from selling the last of its shares 
in Melco to further reduce debt. 
Net debt had already fallen to 
AUD1.77 billion as of Dec. 31, 
2016, from AUD2.95 billion a 
year earlier as Crown trimmed 
its Melco holding.

“When Crown sold some assets, 
they had a bunch of money and 
they’ve used that basically to pay 
down debt,” said Raymond Lee, 
a fixed income manager in Syd-
ney at Kapstream Capital, which 
doesn’t own Crown bonds. Ma-
cau was a “very volatile” market 

and the extra cash “is always a 
credit positive.”

The group of 19 current and 
former staff convicted last week 
were handed jail terms of as long 
as 10 months. The clampdown 
was China’s broadest enforce-
ment of a law that bars gambling 
promotion in the mainland. Au-
thorities are seeking to halt cur-
rency outflows while warning fo-
reign operators against targeting 
the nation’s richest citizens as 
their most lucrative market.

It’s not clear what Crown plans 
to do with its cash pile, said An-
thony Ip, a Sydney-based credit 
sector specialist at Citigroup Inc. 

“The cash proceeds that are sit-
ting on the balance sheet haven’t 
really been earmarked for any-
thing specific,” he said. “They 
could always go and do some-
thing that’s unexpected.”

And Crown’s shift away from 
a focus on high rollers in Asia 
raises questions about a plan-
ned AUD2 billion ($1.5 billion) 
luxury resort in Sydney. The fa-
cility will focus solely on high-s-
takes gamblers.

Crown could still tap Asian 
markets by using local junket 
operators to contact high rollers 
and bring them to Melbourne 
and Perth, said Maas at Arnhem. 
That would be a lower-risk stra-
tegy than running operations in 
those countries, he said.

“It’s probably one of the most 
defensive stocks out there now,” 
Maas said. Bloomberg
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The 28-year-old Illinois man 
charged with kidnapping a 

Chinese scholar now believed to 
be dead was among a select few 
admitted to the University of Illi-
nois’ highly competitive physics 
graduate program in 2013.

Brendt Allen Christensen origi-
nally planned to earn a doctorate 
degree, but told his graduate ad-
viser in 2016 he had changed his 
mind, Professor Lance Cooper re-
called on Saturday. He didn’t say 
why, and Christensen continued 
taking classes and teaching as a 
graduate assistant. He earned his 
master’s degree in mid-May.

Christensen is in federal custody 
awaiting a court appearance Mon-
day in the June 9 kidnapping of 
Yingying Zhang, the 26-year-old 
daughter of a working-class fac-
tory driver from China. Weeks 
ago, Zhang arrived at the universi-
ty to conduct research in agricultu-
ral sciences and planned to begin 
work on her doctorate in the fall. 
Her body hasn’t been found.

Hong Lei, China’s general consul 
in Chicago, visited Zhang’s family 
on Saturday when he expressed 
condolences. Hong condemned 
the cruelty by the suspect and ur-
ged the U.S. judicial system to hold 
a fair trial and mete out harsh pu-
nishment to the man charged in 
the case.

A criminal complaint accuses 
Christensen, of Champaign, Illi-
nois, of abducting Zhang shortly 
after she stepped off a bus near 
the university campus. Video from 
nearby cameras showed Zhang, on 
her way to sign a lease for an apart-
ment, trying unsuccessfully to flag 
down another bus. Minutes later, 
she’s seen getting into a black Sa-
turn Astra.

According to an affidavit filed in 
federal court, Christensen was un-
der surveillance Thursday when 
agents overheard him explaining 
he had kidnapped Zhang. Autho-
rities say agents believe Zhang is 
no longer alive based on that and 
other facts the investigation unco-
vered.

The charging document says his 
smartphone was used to visit an 
online forum in April called “Ab-
duction 101.” One of the threads 
on the forum, which was visited 
months before Zhang went mis-
sing, was entitled, “Perfect abduc-
tion fantasy.” Another was about 
“planning a kidnapping.”

Yingying Zhang’s father Ronggao Zhang (left) and her friend Xiaolin Hou carry the 
banner as community members join together to walk for Yingying

Man held in Chinese 
scholar’s kidnapping was 
grad student  

Some 5,600 Chinese students 
are enrolled at the university — 
more than at any other college in 
the nation — and Zhang’s disa-
ppearance fed anxieties of fami-
lies of Chinese students studying 
in the U.S.

Meanwhile, the charges came as 
a shock to some who knew Chris-
tensen at the university. Former 
classmate Souvik Dutta said he 
was “dumbfounded” by the news, 
recalling Christensen as a normal 
guy and “very calm.”

According to the criminal com-
plaint, investigators determined 
18 vehicles registered in Cham-
paign County were similar to the 
one Zhang got in. One belonging 
to Christensen was first seen in 
an apartment complex parking 
lot June 12 — days after Zhang 
went missing — and investigators 
questioned him. The affidavit sta-
ted that investigators noted Chris-
tensen couldn’t recall what he was 
doing the day Zhang disappeared. 
They searched the vehicle but di-
dn’t remove anything.

Investigators later determined 
the car in the video had a sunroof 
and cracked hubcap, like Chris-
tensen’s car, the affidavit states. 
When investigators interviewed 
Christensen again, he acknowle-
dged driving around the campus 
and giving a ride to an Asian wo-
man who said she was late for an 
appointment. Christensen said 
the woman panicked after he 
apparently made a wrong turn 
and he let her out in a residential 
area. Christensen was placed un-
der continuous surveillance June 
16 and his apartment was sear-
ched. On Thursday he was cap-
tured on an audio recording ex-
plaining how he took Zhang to his 
apartment and held her against 
her will, according to the affidavit.

Zhang’s father, Ronggao Zhang, 
traveled to Illinois from Nanping, 
China, to be closer to the search. 
On Thursday, he took part in a 
walk with students and university 
staff to the corner where his dau-
ghter was last seen.

Zhang graduated last year with a 
master’s degree in environmental 
engineering from one of China’s 
elite schools, Peking Universi-
ty Shenzhen Graduate School. 
Friends and family said she drea-
med of one day landing a profes-
sorship and helping her parents 
financially. AP
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Xi Jinping (center) accompanied by Hong Kong Chief Executive Carrie Lam (third right) watches a presentation during their visit 
to a section of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge 

ANALySIS 

China dismissal of U.K. treaty 
renews doubts about its word 
David Tweed, Ting Shi

China’s dismissive critique 
of the U.K. treaty governing 

the return of Hong Kong raised 
new doubts about its commitment 
to the city’s autonomy and other 
international agreements.

On the eve of the handover’s 
20th anniversary, the Chinese Fo-
reign Ministry declared the Sino- 
British Joint Declaration a “his-
torical document” that “no longer 
has any practical significance.” 
The ministry’s remarks came Fri-
day in response to U.K Foreign 
Secretary Boris Johnson’s pledge 
to defend the rights and freedoms 
guaranteed Hong Kong until 2047 
under the treaty.

“It is not at all binding for the 
central government’s manage-
ment over Hong Kong,” ministry 
spokesman Lu Kang said. “The 
U.K. has no sovereignty, no power 
to rule and no power to supervise 
Hong Kong after the handover.”

Beijing’s control was a theme 
stressed repeatedly this week 
during Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s three-day visit to com-
memorate Hong Kong’s 1997 
return. But the critique of the 
33-year-old Joint Declaration - 
one of China’s most prominent 
agreements since opening up 
to the world - resonated as na-
tions struggle to assess the rising 
power’s impact on established 
global norms.

“This is one of those occasions 
when the rest of the world should 
pay attention and respond - this 
is much bigger than Hong Kong,” 
said Steve Tsang, director of the 

SOAS China Institute in London 
and author of “A Modern History 
of Hong Kong.” If Beijing can “re-
legate an international agreement 
with the U.K. to the dustbin of 
history when it no longer suits 
China, can any other government 
which has signed an international 
agreement have confidence?” he 
said.

The episode recalled a former 
top Chinese diplomat’s dismissal 
of an international tribunal’s ru-
ling on the South China Sea last 
year as no more than “waste pa-
per.” China continues to draw in-
ternational criticism for disregar-
ding the July 2016 decision, whi-
ch was brought by the Philippines 
and found the country’s claims to 
more than 80 percent of the key 
shipping lane have no basis in law.

In recent months, Xi has also 
come to the defense of internatio-
nal agreements, vowing to uphold 

the Paris climate change accord 
after President Donald Trump 
announced the U.S.’s withdrawal. 
China has sought a larger role in 
multinational bodies such as the 
United Nations and the World 
Trade Organization.

The Joint Declaration, whi-
ch was signed by then-premiers 
Margaret Thatcher and Zhao 
Ziyang after two years of intense 
negotiations, provided a road map 
for maintaining the autonomy of 
Hong Kong’s political and legal 
structure from 1997 until at least 
2047. The treaty was lodged with 
the UN and guided the drafting of 
Hong Kong’s Basic Law.

The handover was viewed by 
many in China as a historic miles-

tone after more than a century in 
which its territory was carved up 
in a series of “unequal treaties” 
with the U.K. and other colonial 
powers. In a speech to comme-
morate the city’s return Saturday, 
Xi lamented the period of “humi-
liation and sorrow” when “China 
was repeatedly defeated by coun-
tries which were far smaller in size 
and population.”

Now boasting the world’s se-
cond-largest economy and one 
of its most powerful militaries, 
China has shown less patience for 
meddling in Hong Kong’s inter-
nal affairs. Zou Pingxue, director 
of Shenzhen University’s Hong 
Kong and Macau Basic Law Re-
search Center, said the foreign mi-

nistry’s comment appeared to be a 
targeted effort to push back.

“I don’t see it as a categorical re-
jection of the Joint Declaration, 
or being disrespectful about it,” 
Zou said. “It’s a message sent out 
to U.K. politicians and lawmakers 
that the Joint Declaration cannot 
be used as a talking point all the 
time to justify what they’d like to 
think, that Britain still has a legal 
obligation over Hong Kong.” 

At the same time, the U.K. has 
been accused by Hong Kong de-
mocracy advocates of failing to de-
fend the treaty to avoid angering 
the world’s largest trading nation. 
The city’s last colonial governor, 
Chris Patten, told Bloomberg Te-
levision on Thursday that, “the in-
ternational community - and Bri-
tain in particular - hasn’t made the 
sort of fuss it should have done” to 
protect Hong Kong’s freedoms.

The same day, Johnson issued 
a statement saying that “Hong 
Kong’s future success will depend 
on the rights and freedoms pro-
tected by that treaty.” “Britain’s 
commitment to Hong Kong - 
enshrined in the Joint Declara-
tion with China - is just as strong 
today as it was 20 years ago,” he 
said. The Foreign Office issued 
another statement Friday, as-
serting that the joint declaration 
remains in force and is “a legally 
binding treaty.”

“Britain and the rest of the wor-
ld should not allow China go walk 
away from these obligations at 
will,” said Anson Chan, a former 
pro-democracy lawmaker who 
served as Hong Kong’s No. 2 offi-
cial under both the U.K. and Chi-
nese.

China has previously sought 
to play down the treaty’s scope, 
saying on the 30th anniversary of 
the document’s signing that “after 
1997, Hong Kong affairs are the 
Chinese people’s own business.”

“Beijing is either disavowing 
its treaty obligations or decla-
ring its intention to breach the 
treaty,” Michael Davis, a former 
professor of constitutional law at 
Hong Kong University, said Sa-
turday. “Either way, this will not 
bode well for those who claim 
China is a reliable partner who 
meets its international obliga-
tions.” Bloomberg

 
The U.K. has 
no sovereignty, 
no power 
to rule and 
no power to 
supervise Hong 
Kong after the 
handover.

LU KANG
FoREIGN MINISTRY SPoKESMAN
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Xi Jinping (right) shakes hands with Hong Kong’s new Chief Executive Carrie Lam after Xi administered the 
oath for a five-year term in office at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Center

A protester carries a poster with an illustration of former Hong Kong Chief Executive Leung Chun-ying and 
Chinese words reading: “Defend one country two systems, Fight corruption. Catch CY” 

HKSAR 20 yeARS

Xi Jinping: No tolerance for 
subversion in Hong Kong 
Kelvin Chan, Hong Kong 

Chinese President Xi 
Jinping warned Satur-
day that any activities 
in Hong Kong seen as 

threatening China’s sovereignty 
and stability would be “absolu-
tely impermissible,” employing 
some of his harshest language 
yet against burgeoning separatist 
sentiment in the territory.

In a speech marking 20 years 
since the city became a semi-au-
tonomous Chinese region after its 
handover from Britain, Xi pled-
ged Beijing’s support for the “one 
country, two systems” blueprint, 
under which Hong Kong controls 
many of its own affairs and re-
tains civil liberties including free 
speech.

However, he said Hong Kong  
had to do more to shore up securi-
ty and boost patriotic education, 
in a veiled reference to legislation 
long-delayed by popular opposi-
tion.

And he appeared to put on noti-
ce a new wave of activists pushing 
for more autonomy or even inde-
pendence, saying challenges to 
the power of China’s central go-
vernment and Hong Kong’s lea-
ders wouldn’t be tolerated.

Any attempt to challenge 
China’s sovereignty, security 
and government authority or 
use Hong Kong to “carry out 
infiltration and sabotage acti-
vities against the mainland is 
an act that crosses the red line, 
and is absolutely impermissib-
le,” Xi said, moments after pre-
siding over the inauguration 
of Hong Kong’s new leader, Car-
rie Lam.

Hong Kong has been roiled by 
political turmoil that brought tens 
of thousands of protesters onto 
the streets in 2014 demanding 
democratic reforms. Those calls 
were ignored by Beijing and Xi in-

dicated there would be no giving 
ground in the future, frustrating 
many young people and deepe-
ning divisions.

“Making everything political or 
deliberately creating differences 
and provoking confrontations 
will not resolve the problems,” 
Xi said, adding that Hong Kong”-
cannot afford to be torn apart by 
reckless moves or internal rifts.”

Hours after Xi flew home to Bei-
jing, thousands of pro-democracy 
supporters gathered for a mar-
ch through the city’s shopping 
and financial districts to demand 
greater political openness and 
oppose China’s creeping influen-
ce in their city.

Young activists have formed 
new groups promoting indepen-
dence or a local Hong Kong iden-
tity separate from the mainland, 
alarming Beijing.

Meanwhile, incidents such 
as the secret detentions of 
five Hong Kong booksellers on 
the mainland have stirred fears 
that Beijing is undermining the 
“one country, two systems” blue-
print.

Xi’s speech “was a mixture of 
reassurance and warning,” as 
he signaled that the system in 
place since 1997 won’t chan-
ge, said Jean-Pierre Cabestan, 
an expert on Chinese politics 
at Hong Kong Baptist Universi-
ty. “At the same time, there was 
a strong warning to the localists 
and the pro-independence peo-
ple.”

Cabestan said it was clear that 
Xi’s priority is for Lam, to revive 
efforts to bring in long-delayed 
national security legislation, whi-
ch pro-democracy activists fear 
will be used to suppress dissent, 
and patriotic national education 
in schools, which parents fear 
is a cover for pro-Communist 
“brainwashing.”

They’re two polarizing issues 
that have the potential to mobilize 
big crowds to take to the streets.

“We are heading towards troub-
led times,” said Cabestan. “I don’t 
think he’s going to give up. If he 
doesn’t give up it means there will 
be more problems.”

While former colonial master 
Britain and other Western de-
mocracies have expressed con-
cerns about Beijing’s actions 
in Hong Kong, China has increa-
singly made clear that it brooks 
no outside criticism or attempts 
at intervention.

Xi said China had made it “cate-
gorically clear” in talks with Bri-
tain in the 1980s that “sovereign-
ty is not for negotiation.”

“Now that Hong Kong has re-
turned to China, it is all the more 
important for us to firmly uphold 
China’s sovereignty, security and 
development interests,” he said.

Activists scoffed at Xi’s remarks.
The idea that there’s a force 

in Hong Kong sabotaging China 
or challenging its sovereignty is 
“ludicrous,” said Avery Ng of the 
League of Social Democrats, a 
small pro-democracy party. He 

said Xi used nationalist pride “to 
alienate any opposition voices 
that call for democracy and uni-
versal suffrage both inside China 
and in Hong Kong.”

Members of Ng’s group attemp-
ted to march to the speech venue 
with a mock coffin symbolizing 
the death of the city’s civil liber-
ties, but were met by police and 
pro-China flag-waving counter- 
protesters in a brief standoff.

Lam became Hong Kong’s fif-
th chief executive since 1997 and 
the first female to hold the post. 
The career civil servant and her 
Cabinet swore to serve China 
and Hong Kong and to uphold 
the Basic Law, the territory’s mi-
ni-constitution.

In a speech that ran a fraction of 
Xi’s 32-minute address, Lam re-
viewed the dynamic financial cen-
ter’s achievements and challen-
ges, pledged to support central 
government initiatives and decla-
red that “the future is bright.”

There was other symbolism hin-
ting at the balance of power.

Lam took her oath of office and 
delivered her address in Man-
darin, China’s official language, 
save for a few lines at the end 
in Hong Kong’s Cantonese dia-
lect. The official transcript of Xi’s 

speech was printed in the main-
land’s simplified characters ins-
tead of Hong Kong’s traditional 
complex characters.

Even the Chinese flag displayed 
behind Xi as he spoke was noticea-
bly larger than Hong Kong’s besi-
de it.

“It speaks volumes to me who is 
the boss, who is calling the shots,” 
said Cabestan.

Lam prevailed over a much 
more popular rival in a selection 
process decried by many as “fake 
democracy,” with only 777 votes 
from a 1,200-seat panel of mostly 
pro-Beijing elites. Hong Kong has 
more than 3 million registered 
voters.

Participants in the pro-demo-
cracy march largely dismissed 
Lam as a loyal bureaucrat, but 
said the change in leadership in-
troduced a new measure of un-
certainty.

That, combined with Xi’s visit, 
had sharpened the mood for this 
year’s march, said one veteran 
participant, retiree David Tse. 
“Things are much more tense. It’s 
much more uncertain,” he said.

Organizers estimated the num-
ber of participants at 60,000, 
about half of last year’s figure. 
The pro-democracy movement 
lost considerable momentum 
after Beijing turned a cold shou-
lder to the 2014 protests. Police 
estimated that 14,500 took part, 
down about 5,000 from their es-
timate last year.

Many participants said they 
were marching in support of im-
prisoned Chinese Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate Liu Xiaobo, who 
has been diagnosed with late-sta-
ge liver cancer. Liu’s face featured 
on countless signs held aloft by 
marchers who called on China 
to release him to seek treatment 
abroad.

University student Sean Law 
said Liu’s fate showed what the 
party was capable of in suppres-
sing its foes.

Commenting on Xi’s speech, 
Law said it showed the president’s 
“ignorance” about Hong Kong.

“He wants to spread China’s 
ideas, but he doesn’t unders-
tand Hong Kong and has li-
ttle contact with the people 
of Hong Kong. His visit is mea-
ningless,” Law said. AP

 Hours after 
Xi flew home 
to Beijing, 
thousands of 
pro-democracy 
supporters 
gathered for a 
march through 
the city

 
Making 
everything 
political or 
deliberately 
creating 
differences 
and provoking 
confrontations 
will not resolve 
the problems.
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Yuriko Koike, governor of Tokyo Shinzo Abe, Japanese Prime Minister

Mari Yamaguchi

The new party of the 
Japanese capital’s popu-
list governor appeared 
headed for a thumping 

victory yesterday over Prime Mi-
nister Shinzo Abe’s scandal-laden 
ruling party in a closely watched 
Tokyo assembly election that cou-
ld alter national politics.

Gov. Yuriko Koike’s Tomin First 
no Kai, or Tokyoites First party, 
was projected to win up to 50 of 
the 127 assembly seats, or all of 
the candidates it fielded, Japane-
se television stations reported last 
night after the voting ended.

Abe’s Liberal Democratic Party, 
meanwhile, took a beating for re-
cent scandals and an increasingly 
criticized high-handed approach. 
It was projected to win only up to 
30 seats — down from its current 
57, and less than its record low 
of 38 seats set in 1995 and 2009, 
according to national broadcaster 
NHK. The LDP fielded 60 candi-
dates.

Koike’s Tomin First party and 
the Komei party, its new ally and 
the LDP’s longtime coalition part-
ner in parliament, are certain to 

secure a majority of the assembly 
seats together, making it easier for 
Koike to push through her politi-
cal agenda.

Although official results were not 
expected until later today, Koike 
declared victory as she decorated 
the names of her party’s projected 
winners on a white board with 
flower-shaped ribbons in the sha-
de of green — her signature color.

“We are certain to become the 

leading party” in the assembly, 
she said, adding that the results 
had exceeded her expectations. “I 
believe our policies from the pers-
pective of the Tokyo residents won 
a mandate from voters.”

Opinion polls ahead of the 
election predicted a big win for 
Koike’s party, with Abe’s Liberal 
Democrats taking a hit after being 
buffeted by scandals and gaffes.

“The results are very severe,” 

LDP Secretary General Toshihiro 
Nikai, one of Abe’s top aides, told 
reporters. “It’s the voters’ judg-
ment and we must take it seriou-
sly.”

Television footage showed Abe 
coming out of a restaurant after 
meeting with top officials from 
his party last night, but the prime 
minister briskly walked away, re-
fusing to comment.

The result of the Tokyo assem-

bly election has in the past set the 
tone for national elections. Koike 
is rumored to be eyeing a return 
to parliament to run for prime mi-
nister.

A former TV newscaster, Koike 
became Tokyo’s first female lea-
der last summer and earned a 
reformist image after repeatedly 
clashing with the male-dominated 
city government. She portrayed 
the LDP-dominated assembly as 
a place of murky politics run by 
an anti-reform old boys’ club that 
is interfering with her agenda, in-
cluding cost-cutting of the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics. She has appro-
val ratings of about 60 percent.

Koike, 64, had shifted parties 
until settling with the LDP in 
2002 and since held key party 
and Cabinet posts, including de-
fense minister. She angered party 
seniors when she abruptly ran for 
Tokyo governor last year, but did 
not officially leave the party until 
last month to head her own. She 
keeps friendly relations with Abe, 
prompting speculation that she 
may eventually run for his job.

Abe had long enjoyed stable 
approval ratings since taking of-
fice in 2012, but he and his party 
have been hit by a series of scan-
dals in recent months.

Throughout the Tokyo assem-
bly election campaign, Abe stayed 
behind the scenes, reportedly out 
of concern that his presence wou-
ld not help his party’s image. On 
Saturday, when he made his first 
appearance during a street rally, 
he faced a big crowd that yelled 
“Step down Abe!” AP

A volcano popular with 
tourists erupted yes-

terday on Indonesia’s main 
island of Java, injuring 10 
people, an official said.

Sileri Crater at Dieng 
Plateau spewed cold lava, 
mud and ash as high as 50 
meters into the sky when it 
erupted, said National Di-
saster Mitigation Agency 
spokesman Sutopo Purwo 
Nugroho.

He said the sudden erup-
tion occurred at around 
11:30 a.m., when the-
re were about 17 visitors 
around the crater. Ten peo-
ple were injured and were 
being treated at a hospital.

Soldiers and police offi-
cers were dispatched to the 
scene, while local residents 

and visitors were asked to 
evacuate the area in case 
of further eruptions, Nu-
groho said.

Sileri is the most acti-
ve and dangerous among 
some 10 craters at Dieng 
Plateau. Its most recent 
eruption was in 2009, 
when it unleashed volca-
nic materials up to 200 
meters high and triggered 
the creation of three new 
craters.

Dieng Plateau, located in 
the Central Java province 
district of Banjarnegara, is 
a popular tourist attraction 
because of its cool climate 
and ninth-century Hin-
du temples. It sits about 
2,000 meters above sea 
level. AP

JAPAN

Tokyo governor’s party heads 
for big win in city election

INDONeSIA

10 injured in 
volcanic eruption

Mount Sinabung spews volcanic ash into the air

INDIA 

New nationwide tax 
launched amid confusion 
Shops and busines-

ses reopened in In-
dia amid confusion Sa-
turday, hours after the 
government introduced 
a new nationwide tax 
that will change the cost 
of nearly everything 
people buy, replacing a 
complicated mix of sta-
te and federal taxes.

Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi heralded 
the major overhaul of 
the taxation system — 
known as the Goods and 
Services Tax — at a mi-
dnight ceremony Friday 
in Parliament.

The main opposition 
Congress party and 
some other parties boy-
cotted the ceremony, 
arguing that nearly 7 
million traders needed 
more time to prepa-
re for the new system, 
which requires them 
to file tax returns every 
month. The opposition, 
however, supported the 
new tax system.

Traders shut shops 

and businesses as a pro-
test in the Indian por-
tion of Kashmir, where 
insurgent groups have 
been fighting for inde-
pendence from India 
or the region’s merger 
with neighboring Pakis-
tan since 1989.

“This law aims at 
crushing the economic 
activities of Kashmir,” 
said Mohammed Yasin 
Khan, a trade union lea-
der. “We will not allow 
implementation of the 
GST in the region. Kash-
mir is otherwise decla-
red a disturbed area. So, 
legally and logically the-
re can’t be implementa-
tion of the new system.”

Modi said in his spee-
ch Friday that the new 
system would eliminate 
500 types of taxes in fa-
vor of one tax across the 
country, a catalyst that 
would remove trade im-
balance and promote 
exports.

“GST is a simple, 
transparent system that 
prevents generation of 
black money and curbs 
corruption,” the prime 
minister said. “The sys-
tem gives opportunity 
to honesty and people 
who do honest busi-
ness.”

India’s chief economic 
adviser, Arvind Subra-
manian, was confident 

that the teething pro-
blems would be worked 
out soon. “There will be 
some hurdles initially, 
but we will be able to 
remove them in one or 
two months,” he told re-
porters.

Most of India’s 29 
states have passed lo-
cal laws to implement 
the new tax regime, but 
some have pleaded for 
more time. The govern-
ment has dismissed that 
idea.

First proposed in 
2003, the idea was bo-
gged down for years in 
bipartisan debate, with 
various governments 
trying to push it forward 
while opposition poli-
ticians dragged it back. 
Before Modi and his 
Bharatya Janata Par-
ty came to power three 
years ago, they were 
staunchly against the 
move.

While economis-
ts mostly agree that a 
single, nationwide tax 
will streamline busi-
ness, there are concerns 
about how an economy 
as unwieldy as India’s 
will transition to a sys-
tem that involves filing 
monthly tax returns on-
line. MDT/AP
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Venezuela’s chief prose-
cutor asked the Inter-Ame-

rican Commission on Human 
Rights for protection Friday, 
days after the Supreme Court 
barred her from leaving the 
country and ordered her bank 
accounts frozen.

Tensions between Luisa Orte-
ga Diaz and President Nicolas 
Maduro’s socialist administra-

tion have been steadily escala-
ting since she contested a Supre-
me Court decision in late March 
that dissolved the opposition-
controlled National Assembly 
and sparked a deadly wave of 
unrest.

Since then, she has become 
one of the few critical voices 
within the government — other 
than the sidelined congress — 

challenging Maduro’s push to 
rewrite the constitution and 
pressing charges against officers 
responsible for deaths during 
anti-government protests.

On Friday, Ortega Diaz’s office 
announced it was summoning 
the chief of Venezuela’s feared 
Sebin intelligence agency, Gus-
tavo Gonzalez, to appear on sus-
picion of “committing grave and 
systemic violations of human 
rights.”

Prosecutors said they are in-
vestigating incidents of illegiti-
mate detentions, arbitrary raids 
and cases in which people have 
remained imprisoned despite 
court orders that they be freed.

Maduro responded hours 
later by promoting Gonzalez 
to head the nation’s army. He 
called Gonzalez and Antonio 
Benavides Torres, another hi-
gh-ranking official under in-
vestigation by the state prose-

cutor, “brave patriots.”
“They have defended the peace 

of the republic and have all my 
support,” Maduro said.

The developments capped 
perhaps the most turbulent 
week yet in Ortega Diaz’s stru-
ggle to assert her office’s autho-
rity in a country where nearly 
every branch of the federal go-
vernment is filled with Maduro 
allies.

Earlier this week, the govern-
ment-stacked Supreme Court 
ruled that a number of responsi-
bilities long the exclusive juris-
diction of the state prosecutor’s 
office would also be assigned to 
the pro-government public om-
budsman’s office. The decision 
was drafted as a rogue police pi-
lot flew a stolen helicopter over 
the Supreme Court, dropping 
several grenades and fleeing.

Ortega Diaz announced on 
Twitter she was seeking the pro-
tection of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights 
for all workers at the state pro-
secutor’s office, but provided no 
further details.

The Washington-based body, 
which is an agency of the Orga-
nization of American States, is 
responsible for protecting hu-
man rights throughout the he-
misphere. It did not respond to 
a request for comment.

In recent weeks, Maduro and 
his allies have stepped up their 
criticism of the prosecutor.

Vice President Tareck El Ais-
sami told state broadcaster VTV 
on Friday that Ortega Diaz “acts 
like a militant for the oppo-
sition.” He said the Supreme 

Court’s restrictions on her mo-
vements were warranted. “They 
are necessary measures of justi-
ce,” he said.

Ortega Diaz is a longtime su-
pporter of the socialist govern-
ment installed by the late Pre-
sident Hugo Chavez, whom she 
frequently quotes in defending 
positions that run counter to 
Maduro’s own assertions. More 
recently, however, she has be-
come a thorn in the president’s 
side as he attempts to proceed 
with a constitution rewrite that 
she has roundly dismissed.

“I don’t recognize these deci-
sions,” she said this week in de-
nouncing the Supreme Court’s 
move to allow the ombudsman 
to carry out criminal investiga-
tions. “I will defend Venezue-
la’s constitution and democracy 
even if it costs me my life.”

Three months of political 
upheaval in Venezuela triggered 
by the March Supreme Court 
decision have left at least 77 
people dead, hundreds injured 
and thousands detained. On 
Friday, opposition leaders de-
nounced the detention of more 
than a dozen student protesters 
who were loaded into the back 
of a truck as tear gas launched 
nearby drifted into the vehicle 
and the doors were closed.

Demonstrators are deman-
ding new elections, but Madu-
ro has vowed instead to resolve 
the crisis by convoking a special 
assembly to rewrite the consti-
tution. The election is slated to 
take place in late July though 
polls indicate it has little public 
support. MDT/AP

Danica Kirka, London

Britain is pulling out 
of an agreement that 

permits fishermen from 
five other countries to ope-
rate in U.K. waters, the first 
step in reasserting control 
over its fishing industry as 
it prepares to leave the Eu-
ropean Union.

The government announ-
ced yesterday it will trigger 
the two-year process of lea-

ving the London Fisheries 
Convention, which allows 
vessels from France, Bel-
gium, Germany, Ireland 
and the Netherlands to fish 
between six and 12 nautical 
miles off the U.K. coastline.

Britain signed the con-
vention before it joined the 
EU and would be bound by 
its terms after leaving the 
bloc unless it starts to with-
draw from the treaty now. 
EU regulations govern 

fishing in the zone between 
12 nautical miles and 200 
nautical miles from shore, 
giving other member sta-
tes the right to fish in U.K. 
territorial waters as long as 
they comply with the bloc’s 
rules.

“This is an historic first 
step towards building a 
new domestic fishing po-
licy as we leave the Euro-
pean Union - one which 
leads to a more competiti-

ve, profitable and sustaina-
ble industry for the whole 
of the U.K.,” Environment 
Secretary Michael Gove 
said.

Britain had about 6,000 
fishing boats in 2015, whi-
ch landed 708,000 tons 
of fish worth about 775 
million pounds (USD1 
billion), according to the 
government. Vessels from 
other convention mem-
bers caught 10,000 tons of 

fish worth an estimated 17 
million pounds.

Irish fishermen called 
the decision to pull out of 
the London Convention an 
aggressive move, although 
they expected it.

“The access for us is huge, 
but the access between six 
and 12 is not our greatest 
priority,” said Sean O’Do-
noghue, chief executive of 
the Killybegs Fishermen’s 
Organization, a large pro-
ducers’ group based on 
Ireland’s west coast. “Our 
access is between the 12-
mile limit and 200-mile 
UK-wide limit. That is the 
important one.”

Ben Stafford, head of 
campaigns at WWF, said 
after leaving the EU and 

the London Convention, 
Britain must continue to 
focus on protecting its 
fisheries because fishing 
policy is “about a lot more 
than which country fishes 
where.”

“It is about ensuring that 
fishermen use the right 
fishing gear, that fishing 
takes place at levels that 
maintain sustainable sto-
cks and that we pioneer 
ways to monitor what is 
happening at sea in order 
to understand the impacts 
of fishing,” Stafford said. 
“Leaving the EU means 
we could get these things 
right. But we will still need 
to cooperate with our nei-
ghbors, as fish do not re-
cognize lines on a map.” AP

VeNezUeLA

Defiant chief prosecutor 
requests protection 

BReXIT

UK to pull out of fishing deal 
that let others in its waters 

Venezuela’s chief prosecutor Luisa Ortega

Demonstrators look back during protests in Caracas

pope urges end to violence

pope francis is calling for an 
end to the violence at Venezuela’s 
anti-government protests and is 
expressing solidarity with fam-
ilies of those killed. Francis led 
thousands in prayer yesterday for 
Venezuela as he noted the country 
is to mark its independence on 
Wednesday. He said: “I assure this 
dear nation of my prayers and ex-
press my closeness to the families 

who have lost their children in the 
street protests. I appeal for an end 
to the violence and for a peaceful 
and democratic solution to the 
crisis.” The Vatican sponsored 
a dialogue last year that failed. 
Recently, Venezuelan bishops 
have travelled to the Vatican and 
briefed Francis on their criticism 
of President Nicolas Maduro’s au-
thoritarian bent.
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turkey adamant to keep military base

Qatar’s Defense minis-
ter held talks with his Turkish 
counterpart on Friday as the Gulf 
nation’s feud with four other ma-
jor Arab states deepens amid a 
sweeping list of demands to Doha, 
including the closure of a Turkish 
military base there. Turkey is 
adamant to keep its base in the 
small Gulf Arab state and has sid-

ed with Qatar in the dispute. In a 
sign of support, Turkey shipped 
supplies to Doha to help ease 
its isolation and swiftly ratified 
military agreements with Qatar, 
allowing the deployment of sol-
diers to its base. A contingent of 
23 troops departed for Doha last 
week, joining some 90 soldiers 
already there.

MIDDLe eAST

Qatar stands firm, rejecting Arab 
demands as deadline looms 
Qatar said Saturday 

it doesn’t fear any 
military retaliation 
for refusing to meet 

a Monday deadline to comply 
with a list of demands from 
four Arab states that have im-
posed a de-facto blockade on 
the Gulf nation.

During a visit to Rome, Fo-
reign Minister Sheikh Moham-
med bin Abdulrahman Al Tha-
ni again rejected the demands 
as an infringement on Qatar’s 
sovereignty. He said any coun-
try is free to raise grievances 
with Qatar, provided they have 
proof, but said any such con-
flicts should be worked out 
through negotiation, not by 
imposing ultimatums.

“We believe that the world 
is governed by international 
laws, that don’t allow big coun-
tries to bully small countries,” 
he told a press conference. “No 
one has the right to issue to a 
sovereign country an ultima-
tum.”

Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Bahrain 
and the United Arab Emirates 

cut diplomatic ties with Qatar 
earlier this month and shut 
down land, sea and air links. 
They issued a 13-point list of 
demands, including curbing 
diplomatic ties to Iran, seve-
ring ties with the Muslim Bro-
therhood and shuttering the 
Al-Jazeera news network. They 
accuse Qatar of supporting re-
gional terror groups, a charge 
Qatar denies.

Al Thani rejected the de-

mands and said they were ne-
ver meant to be accepted.

“There is no fear from wha-
tever action would be taken; 
Qatar is prepared to face wha-
tever consequences,” he said. 
“But as I have mentioned... 
there is an international law 
that should not be violated and 
there is a border that should 
not be crossed.”

While in Rome, Al Thani met 
with Foreign Minister Ange-

lino Alfano, who backed the 
Kuwait-led mediation effort 
and urged the countries invol-

ved in the standoff to “abstain 
from further actions that could 
aggravate the situation.”

He added that he hoped Ita-
lian companies could further 
consolidate their presence in 
Qatar.

Meanwhile, Qatar’s stock ex-
change dropped following an 
extended holiday closure as 
the deadline looms.

The benchmark QE Index lost 
more than 3 percent yesterday 
before recovering some of its 
losses later in the trading ses-
sion to close 2.3 percent down.

The market was last open be-
fore the Eid al-Fitr holiday on 
June 22. That was the day that 
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Egypt and Bahrain 
issued their ultimatum with 
just 10 days to comply. The 
countries involved have not 
detailed what immediate pe-
nalties, if any, Qatar will face. 
MDT/AP

 
No one has the 
right to issue 
to a sovereign 
country an 
ultimatum.

AL THANI
FoREIGN MINISTER oF QATAR
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TV canal macau

cinema

what’s ON ...

A Glimpse of mAcAu - BlAck And White 
photoGrAphs By JAson lei
time: 2pm - 7pm
until: July 22, 2017
Venue: Creative Macau (G/F Macau Cultural Centre 
Building)
Admission: Free
enquiries: (853) 2875 3282

constellAtion - Works By nicolAs 
delAroche
time: 10am-9pm
until: october 8, 2017
Venue: Tap Seac Gallery
Admission: Free
enquiries: (853) 2836 6866
 
deBris - Works By AlexAndre fArto AkA 
Vhils
time: 10am-7pm
until: November 5, 2017
Venue: Navy Yard No. 1
Admission: Free
enquiries: (853) 8399 6699

loVe of mAcAu - photoGrAphs By lee kunG 
kim 
time: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm, closed 
on Mondays)
until: July 9, 2017
Venue: Macau Art Museum
Admission: Free
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

nocturne - solo exhiBition By filipe dores
time: 12pm-8pm, 3pm-8pm on Mondays
until: July 9, 2017
Venue: Albergue SCM
Admission: Free
enquiries: (853) 2836 1601

this day in history

The pachyderm was a startling sight for residents of one 
small Wisconsin neighborhood.

A full-grown elephant sauntered through Baraboo early 
Friday morning on a brief walk of freedom. The mammoth 
creature more suited for the ‘big top’ clashed with the quiet 
residential neighborhood.

Law enforcement officers quickly got in touch with the 
nearby Circus World Museum, home to the wandering pa-
chyderm. A trainer arrived and led the elephant back to the 
circus complex.

Circus World spokesman Dave Saloutos says the elephant, 
named Kelly, was freed by her pachyderm partner, Isla, who 
used her trunk to disengage a restraint.

Saloutos says Kelly lumbered across the shallow Baraboo 
River and wandered into a neighboring backyard where she 
unlatched a gate and munched on some marigolds during her 
couple hours of freedom.

 Offbeat

escaped elephant strolls through 
town’s neighborhood 

Jim Morrison, the lead singer of American rock group The 
Doors has died in Paris aged 27.

He was found in a bathtub at his apartment at 17 Rue 
Beautraillis by his girlfriend, Pamela Courson.

A doctor’s report stated the cause of death was heart fai-
lure aggravated by heavy drinking.

The rest of the band - keyboardist Ray Manzarek, gui-
tarist Robbie Krieger and drummer John Densmore - are 
currently in the United States.

Morrison, also known as the Lizard King, was born in Flori-
da in 1943, his father Stephen was in the US Navy and rose 
to the rank of admiral.

He formed The Doors with Ray Manzarek in 1965 in Los 
Angeles. Morrison had come up with the name after reading 
Aldous Huxley’s account of drug experiences, The Doors 
of Perception.

The group became the first popular “new wave” band. 
Their first album, The Doors, released by Elektra Records 
in 1967, was a number one hit in the US, though only just 
scraped into the British charts.

Their following albums, Strange Days and Waiting For The 
Sun, provided further American hits and, in Hello I love You, 
a British number 15.

But with its ever growing fame, the band lost some of its 
credibility in the rock underground.

Morrison’s behavior, fuelled by drink and drugs, became 
more outrageous and in 1969 he was arrested for “inde-
cent exposure, lewd conduct and public intoxication” after 
a concert in Miami’s Dinner Key auditorium.

Though some of the charges were later dropped, the scan-
dal made it hard for the band to perform live for some time.

Morrison used the crisis as a spur to creativity and pro-
duced one of the group’s most critically acclaimed albums, 
Morrison Hotel, in 1970. over the past year he has made 
clear he wanted to drop music altogether to become a wri-
ter.

He has already published two volumes of poetry, The 
Lords and The New Creatures, and planned to begin a lite-
rary career once his contractual obligations to Elektra were 
fulfilled.

 
courtesy BBc news

1971 doors’ singer Jim 
   morrison found dead

in context
Jim Morrison is buried at Père Lachaise cemetery in Paris, where 
his grave has become a shrine for successive generations of fans.
In 1991, the 20th anniversary of his death, the cemetery had to 
hire extra security after police used tear gas to disperse rowdy 
fans.
Since Morrison’s death his records have never been out of print 
and Hollywood, too, has found The Doors music attractive.
The End was used in Francis Ford Coppola’s Apocalypse Now, 
and in 1991 Oliver Stone helped cement the Morrison legend 
with his film biography The Doors, starring Val Kilmer. The film 
created a whole new generation of fans.
The three surviving members of the group released a new album, 
Doors Box Set, in 1997. It included three CDs of previously unre-
leased songs. 
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cineteatro
29 Jun - 5 Jul

desPICable Me 3
room 1
2:30, 4:15, 7:45, 9:30pm
Director:  Eric Guillon, Kyle Balda,Pierre Coffin 
starring:   steve Carell, Kristen wiig, trey Parker     
language: Cantonese 
duration: 90min

transforMers: the last KnIght
room 1
2:00, 4:45, 9:30pm
director: Michael bay
starring:  Mark wahlberg, anthony hopkins, Josh duhamel    
language: english 
duration: 148min

the MUMMy
room 1
2:30, 9:30pm
director: alex Kurtzman
Starring: Tom Cruise, Sofia Boutella, Annabelle Walls   
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 141min

macau tower
22 Jun - 5 Jul

transforMers: the last KnIght
room 1
2:00, 4:45, 9:30pm
director: Michael bay
starring:  Mark wahlberg, anthony hopkins, Josh duhamel    
language: english 
duration: 148min

Morrison and his girlfriend spent time at a commune in Northern 
France five days before Morrison was found dead

13:00
13:30
14:50
17:10
17:50
18:20
19:40
20:30
21:00
22:10
23:00
23:50
00:25
01:05

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPI Live
Revenge Sr 2    
Now Generation (Repeated)    
Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)   
Soap opera    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Sports    
Now Generation    
TDM News    
Miscelaneous
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live 
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aCross: 1- Quote; 5- Shady spot; 10- Girder type; 14- Shake ___ (hurry); 15- Mr. 
Moto portrayer; 16- Gymnast Korbut; 17- Conduct; 19- Just right; 20- Magazine VIP; 
21- Means of evasion; 23- Tiresome; 25- Cornered; 26- one on slopes; 28- Aztec 
god of rain; 31- Smell ___; 34- Redding’s genre; 36- Excess fluid in an organ; 37- 
Implore; 38- Imitate; 40- Little drink; 41- Member of the nobility; 43- ___-majestÃ©; 
44- Italian noble name; 45- Warns; 47- Showed again; 49- Paradises; 51- Enclosure 
formed by the ribs; 55- Remove air from; 58- Chaucer pilgrim; 59- E.g., e.g.; 60- 
Chiropodist; 62- Roy’s “singin’ pardner”; 63- Eight Days ___; 64- Steven Chu’s 
cabinet dept.; 65- Watched intently; 66- Country singer Gibbs; 67- Zaire’s Mobutu 
___ Seko;
 
down: 1- West Pointer; 2- ___ France; 3- Lukewarm; 4- Boastful person; 5- 
Unselfish concern; 6- CD-___; 7- Songwriter Jacques; 8- Ready ___...; 9- Sharp reply; 
10- Short-tempered person; 11- Without 
blood; 12- I’ve Got ___ in Kalamazoo; 
13- Charge per unit; 18- Chess piece; 22- 
Martinique volcano; 24- Capital of South 
Korea; 27- Sovereign; 29- Cut out; 30- 
Matador’s flourish medium?; 31- “Dancing 
Queen” group; 32- Genuine; 33- Suitable; 
35- Coherent light beam; 38- Door sign; 
39- Japanese dish; 42- Commanded; 
44- Curtain calls; 46- Be short with; 48- 
Encourage in wrongdoing; 50- Legree’s 
creator; 52- Nitrogen compound; 53- 
Tenuous substances; 54- ___ nous; 55- 
Miami’s county; 56- Auction site; 57- Fulda 
tributary; 61- Comparative suffix; 

THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS
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Friday’s solution

CROSSwORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
IaCM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

wEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIn Max CondItIon

ChIna

world

14
12
12
11
21

drizzle/moderate rain
drizzle/clear

drizzle/cloudy
clear/cloudy
cloudy/clear

25
19
25
21
24
11
24
25
17
24
26
23
26
26
26
26

35
31
34
29
37
22
30
36
21
30
33
33
34
32
31
30

19
22
25
20
30

cloudy
cloudy/clear

clear
clear/cloudy

clear
moderate rain/shower

drizzle/overcast
cloudy/clear

heavy rain
thundershower

cloudy/moderaterain
cloudy/shower

overcast/thundershower
moderate rain

cloudy/moderate rain
cloudy/shower

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Since you’ve probably been off playing 
for the past few days, this diligent 
influence will be just what the doctor 
ordered -- if you want to keep your job, 
that is. Just look at all those credit card 
receipts!

April 20-May 20
Okay, so you’ve been working hard, 
but you’ve still got time to make this 
a day to remember. The stars are 
traveling through your house of love 
affairs with a mission: To get you up 
close and personally involved.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
No matter what type of enticing 
offer comes your way -- and it’s 
easy to see you might easily have 
your pick -- you’re still feeling 
more like a homebody than a party 
animal.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You’re tired, you’ve had just about 
all the fun you can stand and the 
stars, those heavenly purveyors 
of emotions, are in your house of 
communication, you’ll be able to 
drive your point home easily

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
The stars are asking only one thing of 
you: That after you’re done with your 
chores, balancing the checkbook and 
shopping, you’ll fully commit yourself 
to the concept of sensual pleasures 
and recreation.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
The stars are emphasizing 
your own meticulous, practical 
qualities. They’re bumping up the 
volume on your personality with 
a mission: To convince you to let 
your feelings show.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Okay, so today could be a bit tricky, 
especially if you’ve got a secret 
you’ve been trying to hold onto -- 
and whether it’s yours or someone 
else’s doesn’t matter at all.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You were probably quite irritated with 
someone yesterday, which means you 
could still be feeling that now. If it’s 
a friend who’s responsible  you can 
make peace, but not until later tonight.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
It may be the day after a big party 
night, but you’re not quite ready to 
quit. The stars are urging you to get out 
in public and have some more fun. If 
your partner or companion doesn’t 
quite see it that way, don’t worry.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
The stars are all about long-distance 
friends and lovers right now, urging 
you to get out there and mingle with 
folks who are totally unlike anyone 
you currently associate with. Hey, 
why not.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
The stars are all about one-
to-one relationships. They’re 
urging you to connect with 
someone on a very deep level. 
Just be sure you reach out to the 
right person.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Just last week, you probably ran into 
someone who’s fiery, independent 
and lots of fun. Since those are exactly 
the qualities you insist upon when 
you’re looking for companionship, 
you may not have left their side yet.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Manny Pacquiao of the Philippines (right), and Jeff Horn of Australia fight during their wBO world welterweight title bout in Brisbane

John Pye, Brisbane

It went all the way and 
ended in a contentiously 
bitter loss, the opposite of 
what Manny Pacquiao’s 

handlers predicted for his WBO 
welterweight world title fight 
against Jeff Horn.

Pacquiao’s long-time trainer 
Freddie Roach tipped a “short 
and sweet” knockout win for 
the 11-time world champion in 
yesterday’s so-called ‘Battle of 
Brisbane,’ but Horn got a unani-
mous points decision in his first 
world title fight — delighting the 
51,052-strong crowd.

The 38-year-old Philippines 
senator arrived in Brisbane a 
week ahead of the fight with a 
chartered plane carrying more 
than a hundred supporters and 
as the hot favorite to beat Horn. 
He leaves without the WBO belt.

All three judges awarded it to 
Horn, with Waleska Roldan sco-
ring it 117-111 and both Chris 
Flores and Ramon Cerdan sco-
ring it 115-113.

Some critics slammed it as a 
hometown decision, saying the 
statistics had Pacquiao landing 
twice the number of power pun-
ches as Horn.

“That’s the decision of the ju-
dges. I respect that,” Pacquiao 
was quoted as saying by broad-
caster ESPN. “We have a remat-
ch clause, so no problem.”

But Pacquiao’s conditioning 
trainer, the Los Angeles-based 
former Australian heavyweight 
Justin Fortune, was critical of 
the referee and the judging.

“Manny lost the fight, but Jeff 
Horn looks like a pumpkin. Tho-
se scores, that card?” he said, “It 
should be the other way.”

Fortune said Pacquiao should 
have taken any risk out of the 
equation.

“When you come into someo-
ne’s backyard, you need to really 
do a number on them or kno-

ck them out,” he said. “That’s 
boxing. You get given a gift so-
metimes, you get [swindled] 
sometimes. But when you come 
to someone’s house, you’re su-
pposed to mess them up, make a 
statement. Never leave it in the 
judge’s hands.”

Horn started strongly and won 
at least three of the first five rou-
nds on all three of the judge’s 
cards. But Pacquiao, after twice 
needing treatment for a cut on 
top of his head in the 6th and 
7th rounds, appeared to domi-
nate most of the rounds from 
the eighth.

He was close to finishing it 
in the 9th when he relentless-
ly pounded Horn and had him 
wobbling — to the point where 
referee Mark Nelson asked the 
29-year-old former schooltea-
cher if he could continue — and 
could also have come out with 

the win.
Pacquiao didn’t attend the for-

mal post-fight news conference, 
sending a spokesman to say he 
was getting treated for the cuts. 
He also declined to do any inter-
views in the dressing room.

Horn was confident he was 
always ahead on points, and was 
startled after the 9th when the 
referee asked if he was OK to 
continue.

“I felt buzzed for sure, but I’m 
the Hornet — I’ve got to come 
back,” Horn said. “I’m not a 
quitter. Australians aren’t quit-
ters to start with. We’ve showed 
we’re winners.

“It was the battle of Brisbane, 
that’s for sure. Absolutely unbe-
lievable.”

Co-promotor Bob Arum said it 
was a “close fight. It could have 
gone either way.”

“A couple of close rounds, but 

you can’t argue with the result,” 
he said. “I scored a lot of the ear-
ly rounds for Jeff. Then I had 
Manny coming back in the mi-
ddle. The 12th round, Jeff really 
won. If you give Manny the 11th, 
you have it a draw. You give Jeff 
the 11th, it’s 7-5.”

Roach had said earlier in the 
week that he’d think about ad-
vising Pacquiao to retire if he 
lost the fight, but they’re already 
considering a rematch.

Horn can’t see Pacquiao reti-
ring any time soon.

“I’m sure he’ll want to come 
back. It was a close decision and 
I’m sure he’ll want to come back 
and prove himself,” he said.

Arum said there was a clause 
for a rematch, but he’d give it 
time before talking to Pacquiao 
about it.

“I don’t know Manny’s futu-
re position. Is he going to stay 

in politics and not continue in 
boxing? I don’t know, and he 
doesn’t know,” Arum said. “It’s 
unfair to ask him now.”

Pacquiao’s camp had talked 
about a rematch with Maywea-
ther if he got past Horn, hoping 
to avenge his loss on points in 
the 2015 mega fight. That seems 
to be a long shot now.

Pacquiao entered the fight with 
a record of 59-6-2, but the last 
of his 38 wins by knockout was 
in 2009. Horn hadn’t lost any 
of his previous 17 professional 
fights, but had never encoun-
tered anybody with Pacquiao’s 
credentials.

“I take massive confiden-
ce from this fight,” Horn said. 
“I believed in myself before, 
now I’ve climbed the Pacquiao 
mountain.”

Roach said the quietly spoken 
Horn was “a little bit rougher 
than I thought he was. Maybe a 
little bit more physical.”

“Like every time you come you 
come out of a clinch in a headlo-
ck, something is wrong there,” 
he said. “I don’t know if the refe-
ree couldn’t control that or what 
it was.

“But, I thought it was a pret-
ty close fight. I thought Manny 
had a real good round in the 
9th — I thought it was maybe 
a two-point round — and I just 
told Manny, ‘give me one more 
of those and the fight’s over,’ but 
he just couldn’t do it. We lost the 
decision.”

Roach said he couldn’t jud-
ge the fight, given how close he 
was.

“I hear there’s a lot of people 
think it’s controversial, think 
Manny won, but it went the 
other way and we have to live 
with that.”

At Marawi City in the southern 
Philippines, where local officials 
organized a free public viewing 
to give some respite from the 
disastrous siege by militants, 
hundreds of people gathered to 
cheer for Pacquiao.

“Many couldn’t accept the re-
sult initially but the entertain-
ment side of it provided a res-
pite,” Marawi crisis committee 
spokesman Zia Alonto Adiong 
told The Associated Press. “The 
message of courage and resi-
liency, I think Manny Pacquiao 
provided that today.” AP

Geraint Thomas 
of Team Sky is in the 

race leader’s yellow jersey 
as the 2017 Tour de Fran-
ce embarks on a first full 
road stage. 

Chris Froome was sixth, 
12 seconds behind, and 
gained time on all of his 
expected challengers. He 
gained 35 and 36 seconds 
on Richie Porte and Nairo 
Quintana, respectively.

The largely flat 203.5-ki-
lometer Stage 2 Sunday 
from Duesseldorf, Ger-
many, which hosted the 
short opening time trial, 
finishes in Liege, Belgium. 
The long finishing straight 
should lend itself to a high- 
speed mass sprint.

The race has already lost 
Alejandro Valverde to a 
crash on Saturday. 

Valverde, a podium fi-

nisher in 2015, crashed 
out of the Tour de France 
in the opening time trial 
on rain-slickened roads, 
dealing a blow to his 
teammate Nairo Quinta-
na’s hopes of winning the 
race.

Quintana had been 
counting on Valverde, 
a Tour veteran, to help 
him overthrow defending 
champion Chris Froome 

of Team Sky.
But the Movistar rider’s 

wheels slid from under 
him on a left-hand bend 
on the course in Duessel-
dorf on Saturday, sending 
him sliding hard into me-
tal barriers.

The Tour announced on 
its website that Valverde 
was out of the race and 
had been taken away in an 
ambulance. MDT/AP

BOXING

Pacquiao loses contentious 
wBO title fight to Jeff Horn 

TOUR De FRANCe

Thomas in yellow as first full road stage begins
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 Portugal: grenades, ammo 
stolen in daring raid 

Defense officials in Portugal say they are compi-
ling a list of weapons and ammunition stolen from 
the national armory in a brazen daytime raid.

The Portuguese Army and the Defense Minis-
try say hand grenades, 9 mm ammunition and 
perhaps other weapons were stolen from the arse-
nal, which had no electronic surveillance and was 
guarded by military patrols.

Officials said Friday they won’t provide further 

details until the military police have concluded an 
investigation.

Defense Minister Azeredo Lopes said criminals 
broke in by cutting a hole in a perimeter fence.

Lopes described the robbery last week at Tan-
cos Air Base, 100 kilometers north of Lisbon, as 
a “very professional” job and a “serious” breach of 
security. He said he has informed Portugal’s Eu-
ropean Union and NATO partners of the theft.
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Vexing issues
1 - Here we go again with the four-yearly 

procedure to select, by universal suffrage, a 
14-seat section of the 33-strong floor of the 
Legislative Assembly at the Nam Van Lakes! 
Despite being a momentous occasion in the 
executive-led Macau Special Administrative 
Region political calendar, both its established 
routine and swampy non-evolving character 
gives the September 17 elections the atmos-
phere of “Here we go again to another day at 
the races.” Or rather, we do prefer the trans-
lation of the sage local lingo: same, same, but 
different!

This is why, once again, we have more or 
less the same candidates, waging more or 
less the same political agendas. First: as to 
the running tickets, the difference is in the 
undertone brought about by the arbitrary in-
crease in the number of confirmed nomination 
committees for the direct election process of 
the 2017 Legislative Assembly Election from 
20 to 25. A frivolous and uninformed electo-
ral reading would brag about progress in the 
SAR’s democratic development, even though 
the increase in the number of lists will increase 
the “price” of each seat. Secondly the failure to 
present political agendas comes with a “more” 
and a “less”: more constraints and conditions 
in the CAEAL Electoral Law and less ability to 
confront and maneuver around that uninspired 
regulatory nonsense.

However, this situation does not bear the wei-
ght of a cliché as degraded as a history that 
repeats itself - first as a tragedy, second as 
a farce – since the situation does not quali-
fy as social drama or even farcical play. The 
MSAR is no longer living a political game of 
moving forward or back, winning and losing in 
a well-defined constitutional landscape. Now it 
is pure ideology.

One has to wonder how high the spirits among 
young democrats will be in the New Macau 
Association to confront the reality of political 
disenfranchisement, with Scott Chiang having 
been refused entry to Hong Kong, and the 
electoral threat posed by those merely trying to 
hijack NMA votes. Veteran democrats Ng and 
Au have already reacted through a non-con-
frontational statement of wishful thinking: they 
hope that one day the system will evolve to a 
gentler democratic platform. New Hope once 
again is facing a similar threat to the one poi-
soning NMA’s chances to survive in an increa-
singly unfavorable zeitgest. But veteran pro-
labor Pereira Coutinho is resilient and always 
manages to expand his constituency in order 
to replace the wandering vote.

Here we go again, wondering how conserva-
tives will split the vote, betting on the private 
war of the regional tickets, and not betting on 
the gaming-related candidates. They are pro-
bably betting on their way out of the AL.

2 -The above-mentioned intrusion of ideology 
in the political discourse as defined in the Ba-
sic Law does not mean we have to fear it will 
circumscribe itself to the political dynamics. It 
will tend or try to contaminate legislative and 
judicial foundations. To illustrate or illuminate 
this trap we may consider the irreversible god-
forsaken smoking ban in casinos and the draft 
to be tabled this week.

3 - Finally, one word about Liu Xiaobo, aka 
Black Horse, currently ailing with untreated la-
te-stage liver-cancer, and the alleged leniency 
with which authorities handled the discovery 
that Bo Xilai, who was also jailed, had cancer. 
Bo was allegedly free to undertake life-saving 
treatment. White Horse?

Rear Window 
Severo Portela

PhIlIPPInes U.S. and 
Philippine navy ships 
have patrolled waters in 
the southern Philippines 
where kidnappings by 
ransom-seeking Abu Sayyaf 
militants have sparked a 
regional security alarm. The 
coordinated patrol, which 
was aimed at detecting and 
deterring threats, “was safe 
and routine,” the US Navy 
reported.

aUstralIa Cricketers 
in the country will boycott 
an Australia tour of South 
Africa unless Cricket 
Australia takes action within 
days to resolve a bitter pay 
dispute, the players’ union 
said yesterday.

IndIa Shops and 
businesses reopened 
in India amid confusion 
Saturday, hours after the 
government introduced a 
new nationwide tax that will 
change the cost of nearly 
everything people buy, 
replacing a complicated mix 
of state and federal taxes.
More on p13

tUrKey’s official news 
agency says two ruling 
party officials serving in 
district organizations have 
been shot and killed, and 
ruling party officials blamed 
Kurdish militants.

franCe’s president is 
promising support for a new 
multinational force against 
extremists in Africa’s vast 
Sahel region as he meets in 
Mali with leaders from five 
regional countries. President 
emmanuel Macron said that 
France will provide combat 
support, 70 tactical vehicles 
and communications 
equipment to the new 
5,000-strong force.

brItaIn Key government 
ministers are pressuring 
Conservative British Prime 
Minister Theresa May to 
ease austerity and remove 
a pay cap for public sector 
employees.

brazIl Security forces 
have briefly detained a 
23-year-old woman who 
climbed over a fence and 
entered the residence of 
President Michel Temer. The 
president was asleep inside 
the palace at the time.

Regina Garcia Cano, 
John Locher 

Cheers and long lines 
of tourists and locals alike 

greeted the first day of sales of 
recreational marijuana on Sa-
turday as Nevada became the 
fifth state with stores selling 
pot to the public in a market 
that is expected to outpace all 
others in the U.S. thanks to 
the millions of visitors who 
flock to Las Vegas each year.

Veteran consumers, first-ti-
mers, twenty-somethings and 
retirees were among those 
who defied triple-digit tem-
peratures before they made 
it into stores across the Las 
Vegas area, some of which 
opened shortly after midnight 
and later provided free wa-
ter, live music, valet parking 
and coveted promotions on 
their valuable product. Eager 
employees guided customers 
and answered questions from 
product potency to Nevada’s 
consumption regulations.

Minnesota resident Edgar 
Rosas Lorenzo on Saturday 
flew with his family to Sin 
City for his sister’s wedding. 
But even before he checked 
in to his hotel, he stopped at 
a dispensary on the Las Vegas 
Strip.

Lorenzo, 21, said he learned 
of the legalization of recrea-
tional marijuana in Nevada 
while he was at the airport 
waiting for his flight to depart. 
He drove with his sister and 
soon-to-be brother-in-law 
from the rental car facility in 
Las Vegas straight to the dis-
pensary. They waited in line 
about 40 minutes before he 
could buy one-eighth of an 
ounce of marijuana and hemp 
wraps.

“It was worth the wait. I’m 
going to come get some more 
tomorrow,” Lorenzo said af-
ter paying about USD60 in 
cash at Essence dispensary. 
“It helps me sleep. I get back 
pain. I have a slipped disk.”

Some dispensaries took 
to social media to spread 
the word or tried to draw in 
buyers with special events. 
Some gave away free mari-
juana to their first 100 custo-
mers, and at least one entered 
buyers into a raffle for free pot 
for a year.

Those 21 and older with a va-
lid ID can buy up to an ounce 
of pot. As of Friday, the state 
had licensed 44 dispensaries 
to sell recreational marijuana. 

Thirty-nine of those shops are 
in the Las Vegas area.

Tourists — 42 million of 
which stop in Sin City every 
year — are expected to make 
nearly two of every three re-
creational pot purchases in 
Nevada. But people can only 
use the drug in a private home 
as it remains illegal to consu-
me it in public, including the 
Strip, hotels and casinos. Vio-
lators face a $600 fine.

“I have yet to figure that 
out,” Lorenzo said of where he 
will smoke the weed he got at 
the Essence dispensary, whi-
ch along with others had sta-
cks of pamphlets stating the 
regulations in every checkout 
station.

Meanwhile, Kristin Deneal 
got in line outside a pot shop 
at 5:45 a.m., after a different 
store that opened at midnight 
closed before she could make 
a purchase. She brought a fol-
ding chair and sat by the door, 
striking conversations with 
the security guard and others 
as the line continued to grow 
before doors opened at 9 a.m.

Deneal, a Las Vegas resident, 
said she is elated at being able 
to legally buy the drug that 
for decades she has had to 
buy through acquaintances. 
Smoking marijuana helps her 
cope with health conditions 
while also working a stressful 
job at a bank, she said.

“It looks like they have enou-
gh stuff for everyone, it’s just 
a question of getting through 
the door,” Deneal, 57, said.

State Sen. Tick Segerblom, 
one of the main proponents 
of marijuana legalization in 
Nevada, made the first pur-
chase at The Source dispen-
sary at a strip mall. Deneal 
and others followed. An hour 
after the door opened, at least 
80 transactions had been re-
corded.

Some facilities are in strip 
malls, while others, in stereo-
typical Las Vegas fashion, are 
in neighborhoods shared by 
strip clubs. Some dispensa-

ries have ATMs inside becau-
se they only accept cash tran-
sactions for marijuana.

Lorenzo immediately pos-
ted photos of his stash on 
Snapchat. His friends have 
said they’re jealous and asked 
where he bought the produc-
ts, he said, adding that he’ll 
plan another trip to Las Vegas 
specifically to legally purcha-
se marijuana, not to visit the 
city’s world famous casinos. 
“We just got here [...] Instead 
of looking around in Vegas, 
I’m in a dispensary,” he said.

In the afternoon, people 
walking along the Strip see-
med to be obeying the state’s 
ban on public pot smoking. 
Recreational marijuana sales 
began shortly after midni-
ght, just months after voters 
approved legalization in No-
vember, marking the fastest 
turnaround from the ballot 
box to retail sales in the coun-
try.

Hundreds of people lined up 
outside dispensaries that ope-
ned from 12 a.m. to 3 a.m. and 
had to turn away customers 
like Deneal. At Essence on 
the Strip, people were excited 
and well-behaved as a lone 
security guard looked on. A 
cheer erupted when the doors 
opened.

Despite the limits on where 
people can get high and res-
trictions on where the indus-
try can advertise, dispensaries 
worked furiously to prepare 
for the launch. They stamped 
labels on pot products, sto-
cked up their shelves, added 
security and installed extra 
checkout stations.

Nevada joins Colorado, Ore-
gon, Washington and Alaska 
in allowing adults to buy the 
drug that’s still banned by the 
federal government.

“I’ve been living in Vegas for 
15 years, and I keep missing 
the cities that legalize mari-
juana and edibles. So I’m ha-
ppy that it’s here now,” said 
Babs Daitch, who was waiting 
in line. AP

Tourists, locals 
buy Nevada’s legal 
recreational marijuana 
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People wait in line at the Essence cannabis dispensary in Las Vegas
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