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700 violations of 
animal protection bill

‘macau is sitting on a 
heritage gold mine’

The Civic and Municipal Affairs 
Bureau has recorded more than 
700 administrative infractions 
since the law was implemented

Exclusive interview with Mikael 
Kraemer, antiques dealer and 
international ambassador for the 
illustrious Kraemer family P3

xi looking 
to cement 
authority 
as 2nd term 
beckons

Spain A white van 
jumped the sidewalk 
yesterday in Barcelona’s 
historic Las Ramblas 
district, crashing into 
a summer crowd of 
residents and tourists, 
killing at least 13 people 
according to media 
reports. According 
to Spain’s El Pais 
newspaper, police are 
treating the van incident 
as a terror attack.

China-india China’s 
main state news agency, 
Xinhua, has released a 
video online criticizing 
India in a border dispute 
that prompted an Indian 
newspaper to complain 
of “racist overtones.” 
The English-language 
video, titled “7 Sins of 
India,” accuses the New 
Delhi government of 
illegally entering Chinese 
territory. It includes a 
man portraying an Indian 
dressed in a turban and 
false beard.

philippineS Police killed 
at least 26 more drug and 
crime suspects in overnight 
gunbattles in the capital, 
bringing to 58 the death 
toll in a renewed bloody 
crackdown in the last three 
days that received praises 
from the president.
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Umbrella Movement 
leaders jailed as court 
overturns ruling

FREEDoM oF ASSEMBLy AT STAKE

Jason: New IACM rules 
may breach the law
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Indonesia 
to promote 
tourism 
with China
 
According to a 
report by TDM, the 
Indonesian tourism 
department announced 
that it will enhance 
tourism cooperation 
with Macau. Despite 
the prevailing 
impression in 
Indonesia that Macau 
is little more than 
gaming, Indonesian 
tourism authorities 
hope that their 
Macau counterparts 
can further promote 
Macau’s world heritage 
and Portuguese 
culture. At the same 
time, the Indonesian 
tourism department 
revealed that one 
million mainland 
Chinese tourists 
visited Indonesia in 
the first half of 2017, 
and expressed hopes 
that the number will 
reach ten million in 
2019. China’s tourism 
department has agreed 
to help train 6,000 
Indonesian tour guides 
to speak Chinese. 

HKZMB 
shuttle 
bus to cost 
less than 
HKD100
 
The shuttle bus running 
across the Hong Kong-
Zhuhai-Macau Bridge 
will reportedly cost 
less than HKD100 to 
ride. A report by On. Cc 
(Oriental Daily) states 
that the three regions’ 
governments have 
required the shuttle bus 
company to be ready to 
commence operations 
in November. The 
shuttle bus operator 
is required to provide 
between 90 and 140 
shuttle buses daily, with 
30 buses on standby. 
The operator’s plan 
indicates that even after 
including the bridge 
toll fee (estimated to 
cost between MOP5 
and MOP12), the fare 
for a single shuttle bus 
ride will be less than 
HKD100. 

Lawmakers hope gov’t 
can improve labor policies

LEgISLATIvE ASSEMBLy

Pereira Coutinho and Leong Veng 
Chai list flaws in annual review
Renato Marques

The lawmakers elected on the 
New Hope (Nova Esperança) 

list, José Pereira Coutinho and 
Leong Veng Chai, say that the Le-
gislative Assembly (AL) has failed 
to comply with its duties in at least 
four areas.

The two lawmakers asserted the 
claim yesterday during a press 
conference at the Macau Civil 
Servants’ Association (ATFPM). 
At the conference, Coutinho and 
Leong provided an annual review 
of the AL’s accomplishments, now 
that the legislative year has ended.

Coutinho stated at the conferen-
ce that one of the AL’s major pro-
blems is its lack of “transparency 
and credibility,” stating that “the 
majority of the works developed 
by the AL are still ‘the secret of all 
secrets.’”

The remark refers to a topic that 
Coutinho has been concerned with 
for a long time, namely that work 
conducted by lawmakers inside the 
standing committees is arranged 
in closed-door meetings. The press 
has only indirect access to legislati-
ve proceedings.

Coutinho also referred to the is-
sue of the “radical change of opi-

nion” by some lawmakers, which 
“affects the credibility and trust [of 
people in the legislature].”

He cited the example of last 
week’s events at the Assembly re-
garding the bill to promote chan-
ges on the so-called “Rental Law”. 
In this case, “lawmakers were ten-
derers of the bill [… but] in the very 
end, [when it came to the vote] 
they abstained” he said.

In Coutinho’s opinion, such rapid 
changes in opinion have to do with 
the lack of a “Declaration of Inte-
rests” from all legislators in Macau. 
Coutinho has repeatedly called for 
declarations of conflicts of interest 
to be made mandatory.

“If next door in Hong Kong they 
have this [declaration of interests] 

for lawmakers, [I ask the] mem-
bers of the government and judges 
why we in Macau cannot have it 
too?”

According to Coutinho, such an 
instrument should be included and 
“[made] public on the AL’s webpa-
ge, accessible to everyone.”

“I’m not saying that it is wrong 
to have professional interests; I’m 
just saying that everyone should be 
able to know clearly which particu-
lar interests are held by this or that 
person.”

Coutinho also asserted that le-
gislators need to be “full-time 
lawmakers” to have enough time 
to perform their job well and serve 
the population.

As an example, he mentioned 

Leong’s record-breaking result as 
the AL’s “most active lawmaker” 
in the latest legislative year, noting 
that he was only capable of achie-
ving such results because he “[de-
dicates] the totality of his time to 
his lawmaking duties.”

Finally, Coutinho called for a lia-
bility regime for main government 
officials.

Replying to media questions on 
the positive and negative aspec-
ts of the concluded legislature’s 
works, the lawmaker said there 
were “many bills and topics that 
we went through, and they were all 
important.” 

He referred specifically to the 
laws on heritage protection, urban 
planning and the land law, which 
he said “demanded a lot of focus 
and consideration for the outco-
mes [of such laws].” 

He remarked on the “special sen-
sibility” of the two New Hope-listed 
lawmakers to address these issues 
as “we both had a long career in the 
public sector as law enforcers.” 

Coutinho concluded that their 
shared practical experience had 
equipped them with special exper-
tise whenever a bill relating to he-
ritage protection, urban planning 
and land law was discussed. 

Leong Veng Chai (left) and Pereira Coutinho

Lawmakers Lam 
Heong Sang, Kwan 

Tsui Hang and Lei Cheng 
I organized a press con-
ference to summarize the 
works of the fifth Legisla-
tive Assembly (AL). Toge-
ther, they have expressed 
the hope that the gover-
nment’s new laws will 
improve Macau’s labour 
policies.

Lei summarized nine 
laws relating to Macau’s 
labor force that were pas-
sed during the fifth AL. 
Lei highlighted several 
areas of reform, including 
public housing applica-
tions, paid paternity lea-
ve, local workers’ employ-
ment rights, tobacco con-

trol, and environmental 
protection.

On the issue of non-re-
sident workers, Lam re-
marked that “the problem 
is not non-local workers; 
there must be non-local 
workers in Macau.” 

He described the city’s 
employment policy as 
“a little bit unfair” to the 
local workers in some as-
pects. 

According to Lam, sala-
ries within some indus-
tries remain unchanged 
from the 2008 salary le-
vel. 

“Is it fair? It is the go-
vernment’s problem,” 
said Lam, adding that “it 
is not a matter of whether 

we are diligent or not, 
there must be policies [to 
regulate salaries].”

Kwan, agreeing with 
Lam, said “We do not 
completely oppose non- 
local workers. Macau’s 
economy needs them, and 
Macau’s laws should pro-
tect non-local workers’ 
rights.” 

However, regarding lo-
cal workers, she asser-
ted that their “wages and 
treatment should not 
be affected by non-local 
workers,” clarifying that 
“many people say we are 
xenophobic. We [repre-
sent] the interests of a 
particular sector, and this 
is our natural duty [to 

protect workers’ rights].” 
In Kwan’s opinion, Ma-

cau locals should be given 
opportunities for further 
education and training in 
order to be promoted into 
more advanced jobs. 

“Macau has been talking 
about the platform be-
tween China and Portu-
guese-speaking countries 
for so many years. How 
much can the govern-
ment do for Portugue-
se-[speaking] people?” 
asked Kwan.

“Shouldn’t we train hu-
man resources for the 
management of the Light 
Rapid Transit [LRT]?” 
asked Kwan, adding 
that employers should 
“not look for non-local 
workers [when the LRT 
project needs staff].”

Lam said Macau locals 
should not just work for 
the government or casi-
nos. The lawmaker, who 

is approaching retire-
ment from the AL, said 
that he will continue to 
work for the Macau Fe-
deration of Trade Unions 
and will remain the presi-
dent of the Choi In Tong 
San Association. 

Lam added that he will 
push his association to 
work with local schools to 
hear students’ opinions 
on the city’s areas for im-
provement. 

Above all, Lam noted 
that “Macau has to push 
itself to be “[a] walking 
city [… and] the public 
transportation [network] 
needs to be upgraded.” 

When asked whe-
ther he would beco-
me a lawmaker again if 
appointed by the Chief 
Executive (CE), Lam re-
plied: “I will not refuse if 
the CE appoints me, but 
the chance is smaller than 
0.1 percent.”
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702 administrative infractions 
under animal protection bill
Lynzy Valles

Following the im-
plementation of the 
Animal Protection 
Law in September 

2016, 702 administrative in-
fractions have been recorded, 
75 percent of which involved 
the absence of licenses issued 
by the Civic and Municipal 
Affairs Bureau (IACM).

From September 2016 to 
July 2017, IACM figures 
showed a 39.5 percent de-
crease in the number of eu-
thanized canines, and an 85.7 
percent decrease in the num-
ber of euthanized felines. 

The number of canines sent 
to IACM facilities due to their 
owners’ inability to keep 
them decreased to 98 this 
year, a drop of 167 compared 
to the same period in the pre-
vious year, between Septem-
ber 2015 and July 2016.

IACM’s Chief of Veterinary 
Inspection and Control, Chou 
U Fai, told the press that the 
number of neutered canines 
had risen to almost 20 per-
cent of the total. He attri-

buted the increase to the re-
duced license fee, as owners 
of these canines would only 
need to pay MOP300 for a 
three-year license, compared 
to the previous license fee of 
MOP900.  

“The reason is simple. They 
enjoy [a] 70 percent discount 
for licenses [so] people are 
more encouraged to de-sex 
their dogs,” he told the press.

Chou also said that animal 
welfare awareness is increa-
sing in the region, citing the 

decrease in the number of 
animals brought under IA-
CM’s care.

“[People] will think twice 
[before bringing] their dogs 
and cats to the kennel. One of 
the reasons is that they have 
to pay MOP1,000 for each 
[animal to be euthanized]. 
The other reason is that they 
love cats and dogs more than 
before so [the] education is 
working,” Chou said.

The use of muzzles was a 
controversial point highligh-

ted during the discussion of 
the animal protection bill.

Several associations even 
called for the removal of a 
rule that would force pet ow-
ners to muzzle their dogs in 
public places at all times. 

Chou said that 745 canines 
passed the assessment to be 
exempted from being muz-
zled or collared, while only 
three were rejected.

When asked whether IACM 
would accommodate over 
600 greyhounds from the 
Macau (Yat Yuen) Canidro-
me when it closes in July 
next year, Chou noted that 
IACM has yet to contact the 
Canidrome regarding the 
greyhounds’ fate.

IACM will request the Cani-
drome to propose locations 
where the canines will be 
exported, and to clarify whe-
ther the greyhounds would 
be up for adoption by the pu-
blic.

Chou said that an official le-
tter would be sent this mon-
th. 

“The dogs belong to the Ca-
nidrome so they can decide to 

give them to anyone. […] We 
can imagine that more than 
600 dogs have to be kept or 
exported,” Chou explained.

Due to the lack of space at 
the Kennel Municipal, Chou 
suggested that there are too 
many greyhounds for the or-
ganization to look after.

“This place is not big enou-
gh for all the dogs, so it’s im-
portant to know their plan. 
How will they deal with it? If 
they have nowhere to go, we 
will find a place to keep the 
animals.” 

Chou added that they would 
handle the matter in accor-
dance with the law.

If accepted by the Canidro-
me, IACM will do its best to 
ensure these greyhounds are 
adopted. The bureau will also 
cooperate with other local 
animal protection associa-
tions interested in finding 
responsible owners for these 
dogs.

IACM hopes that the Ca-
nidrome will soon reveal its 
plans for the greyhounds so 
they can evaluate the propo-
sals, which should comply 
with animal protection laws. 
The bureau will also provide 
inspection and quarantine 
services for the canines.  

For now, Chou said that 
IACM is conducting regular 
inspections at the Canidrome 
to ensure that the greyhou-
nds are well taken care of.

 ad



18.08.2017 fri

ADVERTISEMENT 廣告 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo4
 

th Anniversary



fri 18.08.2017

MACAU澳聞macau’s leading newspaper 5
 

th Anniversary

 

 ad

FREEDoM oF ASSEMBLy

Jason Chao claims IACM 
may have breached the law
Daniel Beitler

The Civic and Municipal 
Affairs Bureau (IACM) 
may have breached the 
law by implementing a 

new, mandatory form for the no-
tification of assemblies and pro-
tests, a local activist informed the 
media yesterday.

Jason Chao claims that the new 
requirement for organizing as-
semblies and protests threatens 
the right to freedom of assembly 
as enshrined in the Basic Law and 
the International Covenant on Ci-
vil and Political Rights.

Chao, who runs an independent, 
unofficial election-monitoring 
platform, wrote in a statement 
yesterday that “imposing a new 
requirement without any legal 
basis is worrying.”

Under the previous law, resi-
dents were required to make a 
bespoke written declaration ad-
dressed to the chair of the Admi-
nistration Committee of IACM, 
in order to organize a demons-
tration or public assembly. Now, 

they will have to fill out a parti-
cular form and deliver it to the 
bureau.

Chao claims to have stumbled 
upon the new requirement - whi-
ch he claims was not publicized 
by the bureau - while he was de-
livering a bespoke document to 
IACM on Monday.

In the statement, the activist 
recalls IACM staff “reluctantly 
accepting” his letter and notifying 
him of a change in the procedure. 
Chao says he requested a written 
reply on “what legal ground the 
use of the form could be manda-
tory.”

The request was referred to an 
unnamed senior official at the bu-
reau but, according to the activist, 
no further clarification from the 
bureau was communicated as of 
yesterday.

Chao is now considering legal 
action against the bureau for what 
he sees as a violation of Law No. 
2/93/M. 

Law No. 2/93/M decrees that all 
residents have the right to assem-
ble under peaceful circumstances, 

without the need for any pre-au-
thorization. It also states that au-
thorities are required to inform 
citizens in writing should a no-
tification of assembly or protest 
be rejected. Citizens may appeal 
against such decisions directly at  
the Court of Final Instance (TUI).

The Times contacted IACM to 
ascertain its position on the man-
datory form and the legal basis for 
its introduction.

The bureau defended the new 
requirement stating that it does 
not alter the information that 
must be provided to IACM be-

fore a protest or demonstration, 
rather it standardizes how that 
information must be presented.

“Persons wishing to hold mee-
tings and demonstrations, exer-
cising their rights, must, in accor-
dance with the law, submit a prior 
notice to the IACM. The content 
of this notice must follow what 
is stipulated by said law,” IACM 
stated in a written response to the 
Times.

“In order to standardize the 
content of the notice and to avoid 
errors, and for the IACM and its 
services to be able to process, mo-
nitor and coordinate the request 
as soon as possible, the IACM has 
developed a specific notice form. 
[…] It should be noted that the 
information required in this form 
does not overstep the content de-
fined by [Law No. 2/93/M].”

Chao considers that the alleged 
failure of IACM to notify him in 
writing of the bureau’s decision to 
reject his demonstration may also 
be grounds for legal action.

He claims that IACM’s refusal 
to put the rejection of his docu-
ment in writing may “potentially 
circumvent the mechanism of re-
view by the judiciary.” 

“A mere verbal rejection of an 
assembly declaration […] and a 
subsequent denial of a giving a 
written reply may [make] it hard 
to present the case for a judiciary 
review,” said the local activist.

Nevertheless, Chao says he may 
still take the case to the TUI.
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Daniel Beitler

Operating since 1875, 
the Kraemer family is one 

of the biggest names in the an-
tique dealing world. Based in 
Paris, the family business spe-
cializes in 17th and 18th century 
French antiques, with a particu-
lar focus on the reigns of King 
Louis XIV through XVI.

Mikael Kraemer, a fifth gene-
ration art expert who serves as 
the family’s international am-
bassador, has found himself 
increasingly based in Asia over 
the past five years and in parti-
cular in Macau. Speaking to the 
Times this month, the specialist 
said that he has a great admi-
ration for the territory and the 
lure of the city keeps drawing 
him back.

This is partly why he is invol-
ved, behind the scenes, in art 
and antiques exhibitions in Ma-
cau.

Currently, Kraemer Gallery is 
loaning several French antiques 
to the A Golden Way of Life - 
Très’Ors exhibition at MGM 
Macau.

The exhibition celebrates gold 
in art, jewellery and antiques 
throughout recent European 
history. Though the pieces on 
display date from the past se-
veral hundred years, the yellow, 
precious metal has held a special 
place in the hearts of countless 
ancient civilizations.

For Kraemer, gold is the “most 
precious material in the world” 
and his family knows its value 
better than most.

“To give you an example,” he 
told the Times in an interview, 
“my family was a Jewish family, 
and had to hide during World 
War II and take refuge in the 
south of France. They needed 
some help and had gold coins 
with them that they could give 
to those people [who helped 
them]. I can tell you: A gold 
coin at the time of the war wou-
ld have been very appreciated 
by those people.”

While the Kraemer family 
used their wealth to escape per-
secution, national governments 
were acting similarly. Enor-
mous quantities of gold were 
evacuated by several countries 
ahead of the Nazi advance in 
World War II, so as to prevent it 
falling into the invader’s posses-
sion. The scale of these gold eva-
cuation operations is testament 

to the important of the material 
even in the present day.

Kraemer sat down with the 
Times to talk about his invol-
vement in and fascination with 
Macau, how the art world is ma-
turing in the city, and why gold’s 
value is seemingly eternal.

macau Daily times (mDt) 
- Your family has operated 
out of the French capital 
for nearly 150 years. why 
did you choose to venture 
into the east?

mikael kraemer (mk) - I 
started [working in Asia] five 
years ago in Singapore at Ma-
rina Bay Sands ArtScience Mu-
seum, then at the 1881 Heritage 
in Kowloon, and later at the IFC 
in Pudong, Shanghai.

I remember that when I was 
training in the art industry, peo-
ple always used to look at me 
like Kraemer Junior, the fifth 
generation. But when I started 
to live in Asia, I really became 
Mikael Kraemer, and expanded 
our company presence here, 
when nobody knew about us 

five years ago. 
I see it like I am living the 

Asian dream; when everyone 
used to [want] the American 
one. I thought it was a smarter 
move to start from the East.

MDT – In the past five 
years, you have found you-
rself spending more and 
more time in macau. what 
is the lure of this city for 
you?

mk - I have a very strong af-
fection for Macau and its cultu-
ral history. Macau is developing 
itself into a real cultural hub in 
Asia. And they know how to do it 
because the Macanese are really 
in love with their city. And this 
will come for sure - very easily 
- because Macau is sitting on a 
heritage gold mine. The gold is 
still here, I can tell. It’s like a 
holy land of Asia.

I am not able to mention the 
names of my clients - for con-
fidentiality reasons - but my fa-
mily has been operating for over 
142 years in the art business in 
Paris and our first two Asian 

clients were Macanese. That’s 
Macanese from Macau. Only 
later did we have clients in Bei-
jing, Shanghai, Hong Kong and 
Tokyo, Singapore, and Thai-
land.

There is also a quality of life 
in Macau that you don’t find in 
that many cities in Asia. After 
you have been traveling, you are 
always happy to return to Ma-
cau.

mDt – there are many 
cultural hubs in asia. why 
macau?

mk - My first time in Asia was 
in 2002 and I was travelling to-
gether with my parents and a 
friend of mine. We arrived at 
The Peninsula in Hong Kong 
and I said to the concierge: 
‘It’s our first time here, we are 
looking to visit the city and we 
are interested in art and exhi-
bitions. We are here for three 
days. What can you recom-
mend?’

The concierge looked at me 
very surprised and said: ‘Mr 
Kraemer Jr., you are in Hong 
Kong. In Hong Kong, there are 
no museums. There are only 
two things I can advise you on: 
shopping and restaurants.’

That was our first contact with 
Asia and we couldn’t believe 
it. In fact, we thought it was a 
joke. So instead we travelled to 
Macau and visited some of mu-
seums here. 

The Macau Museum of Art is 
one of the best museums in Asia 
– after Beijing and Shanghai – 
it’s one of the best, but people 
don’t know about it. And there 
are others. The MGM ArtSpa-
ce team, managed by Christina 
Kuok, is the most professional 
team I’ve met in Asia.

mDt - tell us about your 
involvement in the exhi-
bition at mgm, a golden 
way of life - très’ors, and 
why it is all about gold.

mk - Gold is the most pre-
cious material in the world. 
From the Incas to the Greeks to 
the present day, gold has always 
been considered [precious].

Paper currencies go up and 
down. The deutsche mark or 
the French franc; how many 
currencies from the 18th cen-
tury are still with us today? My 
parents were born in the time 
of the old French francs, then 
it became the new francs, and 
then about 16 years ago it beca-
me the euro.

Q&A MIKAEL KRAEMER
ANTIquES DEALER 

‘Macau is a heritage gold mine, like a    holy land of Asia’
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for Macau and 
its cultural 
history. Macau 
is developing 
itself into a real 
cultural hub in 
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At the end of the day, gold mi-
ght be the only thing with real 
trade value. Gold has eternal 
value and so to have a lot of 
gold in art makes sense. For a 
long time, we’ve had gold sculp-
tures, some artefacts gilded in 
gold leaf. 

For sure, [stashing] gold un-
der your bed will always be so-
mething that appeals to people. 
Even though when you sell gold 
you have to pay a tax - it doesn’t 
matter – because you know this 
has real value that anyone in 
the world will be looking to buy. 
At a time of war or uncertain-
ty, the price of gold will always 
rise.

mDt - the kraemer 
gallery lent some antiques 
to a recent exhibition at the 
macau museum of art for 
russian-born, local artist 
konstantin Bessmertny. 
what is your connection 
with the artist?

mk - Konstantin and I met 
three years ago through [mu-
tual] Russian friends in Hong 
Kong and since then we have 
always talked about doing so-
mething together. I really like 
his way of speaking about art 
as well as his talent. Everybody 
told me: ‘If you go to Macau, 
you need to meet with Konstan-
tin Bessmertny. He is the best 
artist in town.’

Konstantin asked me if he 
could borrow some of the Fren-
ch antiques related to gambling 
from my family’s collection. I 

said I was more than happy to 
help with this. We had gaming 
cards, chairs and some [misce-
llaneous] artefacts like candles-
ticks. 

When I arrived and saw the 
installation, all the pieces were 
put on top of each other like a 
pyramid. He didn’t ask me, ‘can 
I use it like this or like that’, he 
was given a carte blanche, mea-
ning that I closed my eyes, let-
ting him do whatever he wants. 
I loved it, I really thought that 
his creativity and imagination 
was perfect.

I like Konstantin’s way of 
dealing [art]. He is not after 
the speculative investment that 
most collectors look for today. 
I think he has a philosophy or 
view about the world and about 
art and I have admired [that] 
for a long time now.

mDt - From your expe-
rience working in macau, 
is there a market for anti-
ques here?

mk - Yes, there is a market, 
and we need museum directors, 
art curators, art historians, in-
terior designers, brokers, and 
many others that make up ‘the 
art family’. Auctions are doing 
very well here and they bring 
new record prices. This is good 
for us because we can sell at hi-
gher prices. 

So, there is a market, but I 
am afraid there are too many 
speculators [in it], and those 
speculators may face sooner or 
later a nasty surprise. 

A good friend of mine, from 
a very old dealer family, once 
said: ‘On the day your painting 
isn’t worth anything, you don’t 
love it anymore.’ And it’s true.

This is why I always advise 
that if you buy a piece of art, 
buy it because you love it.

Most of the Chinese art collec-
tors do not resell [their purcha-
ses]. They buy with the idea of 
transmission to their children 
and their grandchildren. This is 
the best way.

mDt - how does working 
with an asian or Chinese 
customer base differ from 
your experience in the 
west?

mk - It is a great time to be a 
French [person] living in Asia. 

I would not have been able to 
do in Paris what I have been 
doing here. Everything in Fran-
ce takes more time and has to 

go through so many processes 
of validation.

Of course, it’s also very impor-
tant when you sell to a Chinese 
collector that you have all the 
proper documentation to im-
port into China. One day they 
may need to bring the piece to 
Hong Kong […] and they will 
need the documents. 

[But] in Asia, I have direct 

access to the top people – the 
owners or CEOs – and they 
make the decision. Then the 
people below them executive it. 
So things result from a drink, 
or dinner or conversation. We 
shake hands – often not even 
signing a contract – because 
there is trust [between us]. So 
far, I have not had a single disa-
ppointment here.

‘Macau is a heritage gold mine, like a    holy land of Asia’

Daniel Beitler

A Golden Way of Life – 
Très’Ors is showing at the 

MGM Art Space until Septem-
ber 3, as part of the Le French 
May Silver Jubilee Celebrations. 
The exhibition invites the public 
to explore a collection of over 
250 gold creations and artifacts, 
all of which were made between 
the 17th century and the present 
day.

Mikael Kraemer and the Krae-
mer Gallery have contributed 
several historical pieces to the 
exhibition, including an origi-
nal edition of the world’s first 
Chinese-Latin dictionary, a per-
sonal travel box of King Lou-
is XIII, and a sedan chair that 
most likely belonged to an aris-
tocratic family in 18th century 
France.

Positioned by the entrance to 
the exhibition is the sedan chair 
– a portable covered chair powe-
red by human labor – which da-
tes from the 1770s. It was crea-
ted to transport high-ranking 
individuals such as royalty and 
high aristocracy. 

Kraemer said that the original 
coat of arms of the family would 
have been printed in the middle 
of the sedan chair.

“During the French revolution, 
they wanted to stay more dis-
creet and so removed the family 

crest,” he told the Times. “You 
can tell it was a [wealthy] family 
because the piece is so beautiful, 
but we still don’t know which 
[family].”

Another gold-adorned, his-
torical item from the Kraemer 
collection is a personal travel 
box that once belonged to King 
Louis XIII. 

Made almost entirely of lea-
ther and “stamped with the coat 
of arms of France, with the L 
[for Louis] surrounded by the 
crown, the necklace of the holy 
spirit and the cross of the Order 
of Saint Michael… Only the king 
himself could use this piece.” 

According to historians who 
worked to identify the piece and 
connect it to the French king, it 
was probably used for carrying 
writing equipment.

“Louis XIII liked to write him-
self, and we know of many letters 
written by him,” said Kraemer. 
“I like to say that this was like his 
personal laptop computer.”

A third piece, the Chinese-La-
tin dictionary, belonged to a 
19th century Jesuit who traveled 
from France to China and lear-
ned the Chinese language along 
the way.

The very first of its kind, accor-
ding to Kraemer, the dictionary 
is divided into three columns for 
the ease of its users. The midd-
le column contains the Chinese 

ideograms, with the left column 
providing an accompanying gui-
de to their pronunciation. The 
column on the right shows the 
Latin translation.

Although work on it was star-
ted in 1702 under the patronage 
of King Louis XIV, its 400 pages 
took around 40 years to com-
pile at an astronomical cost of 
16,000 gold coins.

“This would be a lot of money 
[in today’s terms], but three 
hundred years ago this might 
correspond to the price of bui-
lding the Eiffel Tower or some-
thing similar,” said Kraemer.

There are just 12 known copies 
of the book in the world, down 
from the 200 copies made at the 
end of the 18th century. One is 
held in the French National Li-
brary, another in the Vatican 
Library, two or three in private 
collections and the rest with uni-
versities in Britain and the U.S.

“This piece belongs to me 
personally, and I am currently 
looking for a museum in China 
to welcome it as a permanent 
donation.”

Among the potential benefi-
ciaries of the centuries-old do-
cument are museums in Macau, 
along with counterparts in Hong 
Kong, Beijing and Shanghai. 

“No Chinese museum has a 
copy… which is nonsense,” said 
the antiques collector. 

Kraemer collection loaning antiques to MGM

 
gold has 
eternal value 
and so to have 
a lot of gold 
in art makes 
sense.

The sedan chair, powered by human labor, dating from the 1770s
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real eState MatterS
The Cost Of Selling
Clarifying costs for owners selling a property

In many ways, selling a property is a lot ea-
sier than buying one. After all, the assumed 
risk is on the part of the person acquiring the 
property and the bank that is lending money 
against that property.
Selling costs can be broken down into 3 di-
fferent areas;
Property Costs - Improvements and fur-
nishing, negative cash-flow
Promotion Costs - Advertising and showing 
the apartment
Administration Costs – Bank fees, legal fees, 
agency fees

property Costs
When selling an apartment, it’s a good idea 
to make it as attractive as possible or you may 
find yourself discounting the price due to ‘the 
work required to bring it up to standard’.
1. improvements
Sellers want to get the best price for a pro-
perty. Whilst pricing in Macau is generally 
done on a sq ft basis, the condition of the 
apartment will often determine the speed 
and level of the offers received. 
Two apartments may look the same from 
the outside, but the more attractive one insi-
de will sell quicker and for a higher amount, 
all things being equal.
2. Furnishing
Furnishing is usually a forgotten cost, and 
like any cost, the lower the better.
When an apartment is put up for sale, it is 
a good idea to make a full inventory list of 
everything that you don’t mind leaving in-
side, and then stating how much the items 
will cost new. 
If the buyer wants the furniture, they can 
then purchase from you at price discounted 
from new. This saves the buyer money and 

re-coupes part of your cost.
Alternatively, you will be wise to insist that 
furniture and other unwanted items be 
removed from the property before comple-
tion, since the removal will take both time 
and money. That old TV that the seller has 
kindly offered to leave is not a benefit when 
you have to pay and organize people to come 
and remove it.

promotion Costs
1. keeping a tenant happy
If you have a tenanted property for sale, it 
may be difficult to get into the property for 
viewings. 
One ‘promotion’ cost is a potential incentive 
for the tenant to open the door and allow 
prospects to see inside. For example, two 
weeks rent if they allow people to view the 
property by appointment, and subsequently 
the apartment is sold.
2. marketing
Very few sellers pay to market their property. 
In the past, Macau prices rose so quickly that 
there was no need to spend money promo-
ting a property, it sold anyway. 
However, in a buyers market, the market 
that we have entered into now, promoting a 
property is important. 
The agency should be able to give you a cost 
to market the property through web promo-
tions, social media, newsletters, flyers and 
other methods.

administration Costs
1. legal & tax Costs
Legal costs are minimal when selling a 
property. Lawyers usually charge adminis-
tration and translation fees which are split 
between buyers and sellers, and these do not 

normally exceed MOP 5,000.
If a property is being sold within two years 
of its purchase, there is a special sales tax to 
pay that at present is 20 percent of the sale 
price in year one, and 10 percent of the price 
in year two.
As these fees are updated regularly, do con-
sult with your lawyer ahead of the transac-
tion to get a full breakdown of the fees
2. mortgage loan release Fees
The release of the mortgage loan can be 
costly, depending on the size of the loan and 
the period that it has left to run.
Look out for an early termination penalty 
if the property is sold within the first three 
years. A penalty for early termination of 
the loan can be as much as 3 percent of the 
amount borrowed. After the initial three 
years there is a usually a nominal adminis-
tration fee for early termination.
There is also the ‘Registration of the mort-
gage release’ a standard calculation that can 
be advised by the lawyer. This registration 
of mortgage release must also be notarized, 
and thus the process will also attract a notary 
fee that can be advised by the lawyers office.
Agency Fees
Agency fees vary from country to country. In 
Macau, the standard agency fee is equivalent 
to between one & two percent of the sales 
price depending on the contractual agree-
ment between the agency and the seller, and 
the obligations of the agency.

A copy of this article can be seen on the 
Macau Daily Times website or downloaded 
from the JML Property website.

Coming Up next week: The New Laws 
And What They Mean For You

Juliet Risdon is a Director of JML Property and a property 
investor. 
Having been established in 1994, JML Property offers 
investment property & homes. It specializes in managing 
properties for owners and investors, and providing attractive 
and comfortable homes for tenants.
www.JMLProperty.com
info@JMLProperty.com Juliet risdon
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Lisa Du

The debate over Japan’s 
effort to allow casinos 
is going public as ope-
rators including MGM 

Resorts International and Cae-
sars Entertainment Corp. look 
for clarity in a potential USD25 
billion market.

Open hearings began yesterday 
over recommended guidelines 
to govern major resorts in Ja-
pan that will feature everything 
from blackjack tables to enter-
tainment. The government is 
currently weighing regulations 
that could impose curbs on the 
gaming industry as more than 
half of the country’s residents 
oppose casinos.

The proposed rules are tem-
pering some of the earlier gid-
diness of investors and casino 
operators amid concern whether 
the guidelines will hamper the 
potential for growth. The com-
panies are anxiously awaiting 
how legislators will shape the 
future for an untapped market 
with a wealthy population and 
proximity to China.

“Our common goal is to see the 
introduction of world-class inte-
grated resorts in Japan that dri-
ve economic, tourism and em-
ployment growth,” said Steven 
Tight, president of international 
development at Caesars En-
tertainment. “The government 
policy makers should ensure 
that the legislative framework 
doesn’t inadvertently hinder 
these aims.”

The companies themselves 
have the opportunity to weigh 
in during the month-long public 
comment period, which began 
yesterday in Tokyo. The measu-
res will be debated in Septem-
ber, and the resulting bill will be 
submitted to an extraordinary 
session of the Japanese parlia-
ment in the fall. Casinos aren’t 
expected to open for business 
until several years after the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics.

The operators will be watching 
for government decisions on ca-
sino floor space, taxes and access 
for locals. The risk for the com-
panies, some of which initially 
pledged to invest as much as $10 
billion in Japan, is if the restric-
tions become too onerous, ac-
cording to Seth Sulkin, the chair 
of a task force on integrated re-
sorts with the American Cham-
ber of Commerce in Japan.

“There’s just a lot of things the 
government could get so wrong 
that gaming companies will 
decide it’s not a worthy invest-
ment,” said Sulkin.

One of the biggest challen-
ges facing casino companies 
is public opinion. Casinos do 
not have wide public support, 
as residents associate gam-
bling with organized crime and 
addiction. About two-thirds 
of Japanese were against the 
presence of a casino in their 
region, according to a survey 
conducted by news service Jiji 
in July. Those opposed cited 
disruption to public order and 
the negative influence on youth 
as top reasons.

“I don’t think there’s any 
need to establish a facility so 
dangerous that it needs this 
much regulation,” Takeo Shi-
bata, a professor at Seigakuin 
University in Tokyo, said at 
the hearing. “We can be a tou-
rist destination without ca-
sinos and with a clean image 
that will be reassuring for visi-

ting families.” 
Compulsive gambling is al-

ready a problem with pachinko 
parlors and betting on races, 
both of which are allowed in 
Japan. A bill to address addic-
tion is making its way through 
parliament. While the issue 
needs to be resolved before ca-
sinos can open their doors, ru-
ling and opposition lawmakers 
have been locked in disagree-
ment over it. 

Japan is considering other 
proposals that could have a 
significant impact on key de-
terminants of gaming reve-
nue. Among recommendations 
in a 130-page document relea-
sed this month by a govern-
ment panel:

limits on the amount of casi-
no space within the resort area 
a possible ban on ATMs in the 
casino tax rates, with a fixed 
fee and a proportion of gross 
gaming revenue limits on the 
number of times local residents 
can visit the casino registration 
system called “My Number” to 

be used as identification for lo-
cals and foreign residents.

On top of that, the number 
of integrated resorts and how 
operators and localities will be 
picked for the resort has yet to 
be decided. Expectations are for 
two or three sites for the first 
round, with Osaka, Yokohama 
and Tokyo cited as likely loca-
tions.

Singapore has been cited by 
analysts as a possible model for 
Japan. The city state charges its 
citizens an entrance fee. It has 
two integrated resorts -- run by 
Las Vegas Sands and Genting 
Singapore Plc -- with each ha-
ving one casino of 15,000 squa-
re meters. Some consider that 
space too small, as Singapore’s 
population of 5 million pales 
next to 38 million in a metropo-
lis like Tokyo.

“It does strike me as being 
out of line with what the lo-
cal market can take on,” said 
Jay Defibaugh, an analyst at 
CLSA in Tokyo. “If you have a 
15,000-square-meter casino 
space and a vibrant foreign vi-
sitor market and a local market, 
you could have people falling 
over themselves in the casino.”

For many casino executives, 
it’s difficult to make decisions 
on resorts in Japan until the 
government addresses these is-
sues.

The bureaucrats in Japan 
“have been evolving this ga-
ming legislation very, very in-
tensely,” MGM Resorts Chief 
Executive James Murren said 
in an interview. “The opportu-
nity in Japan is unclear at the 
moment.” Bloomberg

Scott Bauer

The Wisconsin As-
sembly planned to 

approve a USD3 billion 
tax break yesterday for 
Taiwan-based Foxconn 
Technology Group to bui-
ld a massive display pa-
nel factory in the state, a 
project President Donald 
Trump touted as a trans-
formational win for the 
U.S. economy.

Democratic critics in 
Wisconsin, who don’t 
have the votes to stop the 
incentive package or the 
project, have questioned 
whether it’s worth the 
cost. The tax breaks up 
for a vote yesterday wou-

ld be the largest in state 
history and the biggest to 
a foreign company in U.S. 
history.

If built, the plant would 
be the first outside of Asia 
for liquid crystal display 
panels used in television, 
computers, medicine and 
other fields.

Republican Gov. Scott 
Walker, who led negotia-
tions on the deal won by 
Wisconsin over compe-
tition from several other 
nearby states, has called 
it a once-a-generation 
opportunity.

The deal signed by 
Walker and Foxconn offi-
cials calls for the electro-
nics giant to invest $10 

billion in the state and 
hire up to 13,000 people 
at the massive plant that 
would be spread over a 
20 million-square-foot 
campus. Construction 
would begin in 2020.

But critics question 
where enough trained 
people for the high-te-
ch work at the plant will 
come from, given that 
Wisconsin’s unemploy-
ment level is 3.1 percent 
and the state has long su-
ffered from a shortage of 
skilled workers.

Opponents also point to 
a wide array of environ-
mental regulations that 
would be waived under 
the deal, including the 

requirement that an envi-
ronmental impact state-
ment be prepared.

Not all conservatives are 
on board with the project. 
The Wisconsin chapter 
of the conservative group 
Americans for Prosperity, 
funded by billionaire bro-
thers Charles and David 
Koch, came out against 
the deal as a free market 
advocate and opponent 
of government tax incen-
tives.

It will take at least 25 
years for Wisconsin ta-
xpayers to break even 
under the deal, accor-
ding to an analysis by the 
nonpartisan Legislative 
Fiscal Bureau. AP

Casino giants look for clarity as 
Japan begins public debate 

Wisconsin Assembly set to 
approve USD3 billion for Foxconn

 The 
companies 
have the 
opportunity to 
weigh in during 
the month-
long comment 
period, 
which began 
yesterday

corporate bits
2017 mgs summit titled ‘smart city, smart 
economy’ 

The fifth MGS Entertainment 
Show, ‘Smart City, Smart Eco-
nomy’, will be held at The Venetian 
Macao from November 14 to 16. 

The summit will focus on the 
question: “Can gaming deliver the 
key technological advances and 
financial solutions to inspire the am-
bitious cross-continental economic 
development plan?”

The summit will feature almost 20 sessions on subjects ranging from next-ge-
neration technology, government partnerships, economic investment, new ter-
ritories and artificial intelligence (AI), to engaging multimedia-savvy millennials.

According to a press release issued by the Macau Gaming Equipment Manu-
facturers Association (MGEMA), the panelists will deliver their verdicts on how 
the broad-based gaming and entertainment industry can deliver ‘Smart Cities 
and Smart Economies’.

Announcing the theme of the summit, MGEMA chairman Jay Chun said, “The 
Summit will piece together the process for building a model that will drive the 
Smart City, Smart Economy ethos across the world.”

The three-day MGS Summit will examine the pioneering forces of AI, virtual 
reality and online gaming, and their place alongside Asia’s sophisticated land- 
based casino sector.

It will also discuss the numerous ways in which governments on the Silk Road 
can develop and diversify their infrastructure: from the rise of online gaming and 
sports betting in Asia to the staying power of land-based offerings and traditional 
machine manufacturing compared to cloud, mobile and data-based operations.

A session at the MGS Entertainment 
Summit 2016
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 Xi has already 
presided 
over three 
major military 
parades, as 
opposed to 
Hu’s one over 
his entire tenure 
as president

Christopher Bodeen

In a ritual of summer, Chi-
na’s leaders have been hol-
ding an unofficial retreat at 
a beach resort ahead of a key 

fall Communist Party congress at 
which President Xi Jinping will 
launch his second five-year term 
as party chief and move to cement 
his status as China’s most power-
ful leader in decades.

The absence of top leaders from 
state media reports is a general 
indication that the secretive Bei-
daihe retreat is underway. In a 
hint that leaders have gathered 
at the resort’s quiet beaches and 
closely guarded guest houses, the 
official Xinhua News Agency last 
week carried an account of a mee-
ting at the resort between party 
propaganda boss Liu Yunshan 
and a group of vacationing techni-
cal experts.

The strength of Xi’s position 
likely means the goings-on this 
year on the coast east of Beijing 
will be even tamer than usual, 
analysts say.

Xi, 64, has been shoring up his 
authority and sidelining rivals, 
leaving him primed to install 
allies in top positions and press 
his agenda of tightened state 
control and muscular diplomacy. 
That appears to include a push to 
insert his thoughts on theoretical 
matters into the party constitu-
tion and further cultivate a bur-
geoning cult of personality that 
could allow him to hold on to 
power beyond his second term.

“The nuance this time is that 
there is much less ‘trading’ among 
various factions and more ob-
sequious affirmation of the su-
preme leader’s supremacy,” said 
Miles Yu Maochun, an expert on 
Chinese politics at the U.S. Naval 
Academy.

At the fall party congress, Xi 
is expected to deliver a keynote 
address as a prelude to having 
his take on theory written into 
the party constitution during the 
event, analysts believe. If indeed 
the case, the move’s significan-
ce would be that predecessor 
Hu Jintao was able to insert his 
theory only upon leaving office.

A government spokesman, State 
Council Information Office Direc-
tor Jiang Jianguo, seemed to talk 
up that likelihood with fulsome 

praise for Xi’s theories in recent 
comments to reporters.

“It is a narrative that has been 
mastered by the overwhelming 
majority of the Chinese people 
and become familiar to every 
ordinary Chinese. It has also be-
come a force that can change the 
world,” Jiang said. “It is only na-
tural for us to summarize this sys-
tem of thought in a more accurate 
and scientific way.”

Jiang also sought to quash talk 
of a cult of personality around Xi, 
calling him a “modest and pru-
dent man.”

“In the face of issues, he’d like to 
be the student first and learn from 
the people,” Jiang said.

The son of a famed communist 
elder, Xi rose through the ranks 
to the position of Shanghai’s party 
leader before being promoted to 
the all-powerful Politburo Stan-
ding Committee in 2007.

When Xi did assume the top spot 
in 2012, it was as head of a redu-
ced seven-member committee on 
which he had only one reliable 
ally, veteran Wang Qishan. He 
put Wang in charge of a sweeping 
anti-corruption crackdown that 
helped Xi eliminate challengers, 

both serving and retired, and cow 
potential opponents.

Xi, whose titles include head of 
the armed forces, has lavished at-
tention on the military with para-
des and defense budget increases. 
But he’s also led a crackdown on 
abuses and a push to cut 300,000 
personnel from the 2.3 million-
member People’s Liberation 
Army, underscoring his ability to 
prevail against entrenched inte-
rests.

At the same time, Xi has added 
to his resume additional titles as 
leader of more than a half dozen 
special commissions overseeing 
areas from national security to 
foreign policy. In a move carrying 
enormous symbolic weight, Xi 
last year took on the mantle of 
“core” of the party leadership, 
elevating him above his peers in 
a manner redolent of communist 
China’s founder, Mao Zedong.

Whether deliberate or not, mo-
ves by Xi seem designed to mini-
malize predecessor Hu’s place in 
history. Xi has already presided 
over three major military parades, 
as opposed to Hu’s one over his 
entire tenure as president. Even 
the newest generation of China’s 

high-speed rail trains are now cal-
led “rejuvenation” — a term that 
features prominently in Xi’s calls 
to realize the “Chinese Dream” 
of prosperity and strength. Older 
trains were named “harmonious” 
— a key Hu byword.

Xi has also succeeded in cons-
tricting Premier Li Keqiang’s 
traditional role of overseeing the 
economy through the appoint-
ment of his own advisers, while 
gutting the power of the China 
Youth League faction to which 
both Li and Hu belong.

Such moves are “a sign that no 
one in the party can challenge 
Xi’s authority,” said Chen Daoyin, 
a political scientist at Shanghai 
University of Political Science 
and Law. Those who fail to pledge 
themselves to Xi’s leadership do 
so at their peril, Chen said.

That ensures Xi a free hand in 
making new appointments to the 
Politburo Standing Committee.

Chief among his allies are Chen 
Min’er, who last month was 
appointed to run the mega-city 
of Chongqing after predecessor 
Sun Zhengcai — previously seen 
as a top leader in waiting — was 
placed under investigation for 
corruption. Chen could be joi-
ned on the standing committee 
by Beijing party chief Cai Qi, who 
has also enjoyed rapid promotion 
under Xi. Key aides within the 
party, most notably chief of staff 
Li Zhanshu, are also tipped for 
higher office, while there is specu-
lation that Wang, the corruption
-buster, will be retained.

In several cases, those moves 
would defy loosely defined party 
norms regarding necessary work 
experience. Retaining Wang, who 
is due for retirement under exis-
ting precedents, would also be a 
break from tradition.

That has fueled speculation that 
Xi may be eyeing a third term 
as party chief, breaking with the 
two-term limit roughly estab-
lished by Hu and his predecessor, 
Jiang Zemin.

Those moves have cast Xi as a 
disruptor, not afraid to disregard 
precedent and do things his own 
way, while keeping rivals off ba-
lance with a lack of clarity about 
promotions and processes. That’s 
likely to disappoint those hoping 
for a stronger, rules-based system 
and greater transparency.

“The message to be delivered at 
Beidaihe regarding personnel ar-
rangements is just a notice to tell 
everyone what Xi has decided, 
regardless of whether you’re in 
agreement or not,” Chen said. AP

A 21-year-old man was 
sentenced this week 

to life in prison without 
parole for beating to death 
a University of Southern 
California graduate stu-
dent from China who was 
walking to his off-campus 
apartment.

Andrew Garcia, who was 
convicted of first-degree 
murder and other charges 
earlier this summer, was 

sentenced by Los Angeles 
County Superior Court Jud-
ge George Lomeli.

Four people attacked 
24-year-old Xinran Ji, using 
a baseball bat and wrench, 
as he walked home after a 
late-night study session in 
2014, authorities said.

Ji managed to get to 
his apartment, where a 
roommate found him dead 
hours later.

Ji’s family wept during the 
sentencing. His father, Son-
gbo Ji, sobbed as he told the 
court in Mandarin that his 
son was killed viciously.

“People like our age are 
now prepping their daugh-
ter’s and their son’s wed-
ding, and their life is full of 
joy. But every day instead 
for us we are paying tribute 
to our son, crying,” the fa-
ther said through an inter-

preter.
Garcia was the second of 

four defendants to go to 
trial. A young woman was 
convicted of the murder last 
year and is awaiting senten-
cing. Two more defendants 
await trial.

After the attack on Ji, pro-
secutors said, Garcia and the 
others drove to Dockweiler 
State Beach and robbed a 
man and a woman.

Garcia was also convic-
ted of robbery, attempted 
robbery and assault with a 
deadly weapon. A so-called 

special circumstance allega-
tion of murder during an at-
tempted robbery was found 
to be true. AP

Xi looks to party congress 
to cement authority

Man gets life in prison for 
Chinese student’s beating death

Songbo Ji, father of slain student Xinran Ji, sobbing as he 
talks about the loss of his son 

Xi Jinping stands on a military jeep as he inspects troops of the People’s Liberation Army during a military parade 
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Kelvin Chan, Hong Kong 

A court yesterday over-
turned sentences that 

the prosecution said were 
too light and sent young 
Hong Kong activist Joshua 
Wong and two other stu-
dent leaders of huge pro-
democracy protests in 2014 
to prison.

The three were immedia-
tely taken to serve their 
sentences of up to eight 
months. Wong pumped his 
fist in air as he walked out 
of the dock into custody.

The three were found guil-
ty of leading or encouraging 
an illegal rally in Septem-
ber 2014 that kicked off the 
demonstrations known as 
the “Umbrella Movement.” 
Youthful activists brou-
ght major thoroughfares 
to a standstill for 11 weeks 
to protest Beijing’s plan to 
restrict elections in the Chi-
nese-ruled former British 
colony.

Last year, a lower court 
sentenced Wong and Na-
than Law, a student leader 
who was later elected to the 
legislature, to communi-
ty service and gave a third 
activist, Alex Chow, a sus-
pended three-week prison 
sentence.

A three-judge panel yes-
terday decided to stiffen 
those sentences following 
a prosecution request and 
send all three to prison. 
Law was sentenced to eight 
months, Chow to seven and 
Wong to six.

Before their hearing, 
Wong, who became famous 
for his role in the protests 
because he was just 17 and 
still in high school at the 
time, was defiant in a spee-

Activist Nathan Law hugs with a supporter outside the high court before a 
ruling on a prosecution request for stiffer sentences in Hong Kong, yesterday

HoNg KoNg

Court overturns 
earlier ruling, sends 
activists to prison

ch to the media.
“People united will never 

be defeated,” Wong said 
outside the courthouse 
flanked by his co-convicted. 
He vowed they would con-
tinue “this long battle” for 
freedom and democracy.

“Time is on our side and 
one day Hong Kong will be a 
place we can determine our 
own future. We love Hong 
Kong,” he said into a micro-
phone as a rival, pro-Beijing 
protester chanted, also on a 
microphone, nearby.

The appeal judges at the 
High Court had been expec-
ted to send them to prison, 
following their decision in 
a similar case this week in-
volving 13 activists given 
eight to 13 months’ jail time 
after their original commu-
nity service sentences were 
overturned.

Wong had been girding for 
such a possibility and twee-
ted to his followers that 
they shouldn’t abandon the 
movement.

“When those of us who 
face jail time have yet to 
give up, how can the rest of 
you give up?” he wrote, and 
also tweeted that he promi-
sed to keep up with his stu-
dies.

The case is the latest to 
raise fears that Hong Kong’s 
independent judiciary is 
under threat as the city’s 
Beijing-backed government 
uses the courts to clamp 
down on the opposition. 
Since legislative elections 
in September, the courts 
have disqualified from offi-
ce half a dozen pro-demo-
cracy lawmakers, including 
Law, for having turned their 
oath-taking into apparent 
protests against Beijing. AP
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Edith M. Lederer

U.N. Secretary-Gene-
ral Antonio Guterres 

warned Wednesday that 
tensions on the Korean pe-
ninsula are at their highest 
level in decades and said it’s 
important “to dial down the 
rhetoric and to dial up diplo-
macy.”

The U.N. chief told repor-
ters the world needs to heed 
the lessons of history and not 
repeat the mistakes that led 
to the Korean War, which 
started 67 years ago and kil-
led more than three million 
people.

The United States and Nor-
th Korea are in a tense stan-
doff sparked by Pyongyang’s 
recent missile tests and 
threats to fire them toward 
Guam. President Donald 
Trump last week declared 
the U.S. military “locked and 
loaded” and said he was rea-
dy to unleash “fire and fury” 
if North Korea continued to 
threaten the United States.

Guterres warned that “as 
tensions rise, so does the risk 
of misunderstanding, mis-
calculation or escalation.”

“The solution to this crisis 

Japan’s exports and 
imports rose at a fast 

clip in July, reflecting a 
recovery in demand in 
China, Southeast Asia 
and the U.S., though ex-
port prices rose faster 
than volumes for many 
products.

Exports rose more than 
13 percent from a year 
earlier to 6.5 trillion yen 
(USD59 billion) while 
imports jumped 16 per-
cent to 6.1 trillion yen 
($55 billion), helped by a 
surge in oil and coal ship-
ments, according to data 
released yesterday.

The resulting trade sur-
plus slipped 17 percent 
from a year earlier to 419 
billion yen ($3.8 billion).

Trade actually dragged 
on growth in the world’s 
third-largest economy in 
the April-June quarter 
but likely will provide a 
slight boost for the year, 
Marcel Thieliant of Ca-
pital Economic said in a 
commentary.

He is forecasting a 6 
percent rise in export 
volumes, while import 
volumes will increase by 
about 3 percent. “The 
upshot is that we expect 
net exports to lift 2017 

must be political,” he added. 
“The potential consequen-
ces of military action are too 
horrific to even contempla-
te.”

Guterres said the recently 
adopted U.N. Security Cou-
ncil resolution imposing the 
toughest sanctions yet on 
North Korea also represents 
“an opportunity for diplo-
matic engagement and re-
newed dialogue to solve this 
crisis.”

The secretary-general said 
there are “many possible 

GDP growth by around 
0.5 percentage points,” 
he said.

Japan reported ear-
lier this week that its 
economy expanded at a 
4.0 percent annual pace 
April-June. The rate of 
expansion for the year 
is expected to be much 
lower, at below 2 per-
cent.

In July, Japan’s expor-
ts to the U.S., mainly of 
cars, car parts and ma-
chinery, jumped 11.5 
percent to 1.3 trillion 
yen ($12 billion). Im-
ports climbed 14 percent 
to 671.7 billion ($6.1 
billion), as fish and meat 
shipments surged.

Oil imports, half of 
which came from the 
Middle East, jumped 
26 percent year-on-year 
to 1.2 trillion yen ($11 

avenues for this dialogue” 
including bilateral talks and 
reviving the six-party nego-
tiations on North Korea’s 
nuclear program that have 
been stalled since 2009 
when Pyongyang pulled out.

Guterres said that on Tues-
day he told representatives 
of the countries in the six
-party talks — North Korea, 
South Korea, the United Sta-
tes, Russia, China and Japan 
— that he “will remain in clo-
se contact with all concerned 
parties and stand ready to 
assist in any way.”

He also said the internatio-
nal community must send 
a clear message to North 
Korea’s leadership to fully 
comply with its international 
obligations, reopen commu-
nication channels and dees-
calate the situation.

The U.N. chief said he su-
pports South Korea’s call on 
North Korea “to engage in a 
credible and meaningful dia-
logue.”

“This includes through 
confidence-building measu-
res to defuse tension and to 
enable steps aimed at the de-
nuclearization of the Korean 
peninsula,” Guterres said. AP

UN chief: It’s time for 
diplomacy on tense Korean 
peninsula

JAPAN 

Trade surges in July on 
strong demand in China, US

Seoul looks to jumpstart 
diplomacy in N. Korea standoff

In an effort to jumpstart 
diplomacy, South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in said 
yesterday he would consider 

sending a special envoy to North 
Korea for talks if the North stops 
its missile and nuclear tests.

He also declared, amid fears in 
South Korea that threats from Pre-
sident Donald Trump to unleash 
“fire and fury” on Pyongyang cou-
ld lead to real fighting, that there 
would be no second war on the 
Korean Peninsula.

“The people worked together 
to rebuild the country from the 
Korean War, and we cannot lose 
everything again because of a 
war,” Moon said in a nationally 
televised news conference. “I can 
confidently say there will not be a 
war again on the Korean Peninsu-
la.”

Moon’s comments follow a spike 
in animosity generated by North 
Korea’s warning that it might send 
missiles into waters near the U.S. 
territory of Guam, and Trump’s 
warlike language. Both Koreas 
and the United States have sig-
naled in recent days, however, a 
willingness to avert a deepening 
crisis, with each suggesting a path 
toward negotiations.

Trump tweeted early Wednes-
day that North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un had “made a very wise 
and well reasoned decision,” amid 
indications North Korea doesn’t 

immediately plan to fire multiple 
missiles toward Guam.

“The alternative would have been 
both catastrophic and unacceptab-
le!” Trump wrote.

Next week’s start of annual U.S.-
South Korean military exercises 
that enrage the North each year 
could make diplomacy even more 
difficult.

Moon said he believes dialogue 
with North Korea can happen 
when North Korea halts missile 
and nuclear tests.

Moon was elected in May af-
ter a near-decade of conservative 

rule that saw animosity deepen 
between the rival Koreas. Moon 
wants to engage the North. But 
his efforts have so far been met 
with a string of threats and missile 
tests as the North works to build 
nuclear-armed missiles that can 
reach the U.S. mainland.

“A dialogue between South and 
North Korea must resume. But we 
don’t need to be impatient,” Moon 
said. “I think lots of effort and time 
could be necessary to overcome 
a decade of severed ties and to 
reopen a dialogue.”

Moon said Washington and 

Seoul are closely communicating 
over the North Korean nuclear 
problem and share the view that 
strong sanctions and pressure are 
needed against Pyongyang to stop 
its provocations and force it into 
negotiations to give up its nukes. 
Moon said he thinks Trump’s 
belligerent words are intended 
to show a strong resolve for pres-
suring the North and don’t neces-
sarily display the willingness for 
military strikes.

“The United States and President 
Trump have already promised to 
sufficiently consult with South Ko-
rea and get our approval for wha-
tever option they will take against 
North Korea. It’s a firm agreement 
between South Korea and the Uni-
ted States,” Moon said.

North Korea’s threats against 
Guam and its advancing missile 
capabilities, highlighted by a pair 
of intercontinental ballistic missi-
le flight tests in July, have raised 
security jitters among many Sou-
th Korean who worry that a fully 
functional ICBM in Pyongyang 
would force the United States to 

rethink whether to trade New 
York or Washington for Seoul in 
the event of a war on the peninsu-
la.

Lobbing missiles toward Guam, 
a major U.S. military hub in the 
Pacific, would be deeply provoca-
tive from the U.S. perspective. A 
miscalculation on either side could 
lead to military confrontation.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi said in a phone conversation 
with his Russian counterpart, Ser-
gey Lavrov, earlier this week that 
the two countries should work 
together to contain tensions and 
permit no one to “stir up an inci-
dent on their doorstep,” according 
to a statement posted on the Chi-
nese foreign ministry’s website.

“The most important task at 
hand is for the U.S. and North Ko-
rea to ‘hit the brakes’ on their mu-
tual needling of each other with 
words and actions, to lower the 
temperature of the tense situation 
and prevent the emergence of an 
‘August crisis,’” Wang was quoted 
as saying in the Tuesday conversa-
tion. AP

United Nations Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres

billion). Japan’s imports 
of liquefied natural gas 
surged 47 percent from 
a year earlier and coal 
imports jumped 68 per-
cent.

China’s imports from 
Japan surged 18 percent 
to 1.2 trillion yen. Ja-
pan’s exports to ASEAN, 
10 countries belonging to 
the Association of Sou-
theast Asian Nations, 
also jumped 18 percent, 
to 1.0 trillion yen ($9 
billion), with strong 
growth in appliances 
and other devices.

Much of Japan’s trade 
with other Asian coun-
tries is components and 
machinery used in ma-
nufacturing. Strong ex-
ports of machinery and 
electrical machinery su-
ggest a recovery in activi-
ty in those countries. AP

South Korean President Moon Jae-in speaks during a press conference marking his 
first 100 days in office
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 There is 
talk now 
that Tripoli 
could even 
be a terminal 
in China’s 
trillion-dollar 
new Silk 
Road project

Philip Issa 

The port of Tripoli in 
northern Lebanon 

wants the world to know 
it’s ready for business.

British safety managers 
are training local hires to 
operate heavy machinery 
and Chinese technicians 
are running diagnostics on 
two new container cranes 
that tower over the harbor, 
just 28 kilometers from the 
Syrian border.

After six years of civil war 
in Syria, markets across 
the Middle East are antici-
pating a mammoth recons-
truction boom that could 
stimulate billions of dollars 
in economic activity. Leba-
non, as Syria’s neighbor, is 
in prime position to captu-
re a share of that windfall 
and revive its own sluggish 
economy.

Battles still rage in Syria’s 
north and east, and in po-
ckets around the capital, 
Damascus, but the sur-
vival of President Bashar 
Assad’s government now 
appears beyond doubt.

That is introducing an 
element of stability into fo-
recasts not seen since 2011, 
when the war broke out. 
The Damascus Internatio-
nal Fair, a high-profile an-
nual business event before 
the war, is to open for the 
first time since war broke 

out, with participants from 
43 countries. The World 
Bank estimates the cost to 
rebuild Syria at USD200 
billion.

For Lebanon, that cou-
ld be just the stimulus it 
needs — the tiny Mediter-
ranean country’s growth 
rate has hovered around 
1.5 percent since 2013. 
And though the capital, 
Beirut, has grown visibly 
richer over the years, Tri-
poli and the impoverished 
north have lagged behind.

“Lebanon is in front of an 
opportunity that it needs 
to take very seriously,” said 
Raya al-Hassan, a former 
finance minister from nor-
thern Lebanon who now 
directs the Tripoli Special 
Economic Zone project 
that’s planned to be built 
adjacent to the port.

Ahmad Tamer, the port 
manager, estimates Syria’s 
reconstruction will create 
a demand for 30 million 
tons of cargo capacity an-
nually.

Syria’s chief ports, Tar-
tous and Latakia, also on 

the Mediterranean Sea, 
have a combined capacity 
of 10 to 15 million tons, he 
says. He wants Tripoli port 
to be ready to step in for a 
portion of the rest.

“We could provide up to 5 
or 6 or 7 million tons,” he 
says.

The port is nearing the 
completion of the first pha-
se of an expansion project 
first drawn up in 2009, 
then revised with an eye 
on Syria in 2016. Capital 
investment has reached 
around $400 million, ac-
cording to the port mana-
ger.

On a map, Tamer pointed 
to a vacant quadrant whe-
re 7/8 preparations are 
underway to build silos to 
hold grain destined for re-
gional markets.

Syria’s conflict has deci-
mated its food production, 
which included an average 
of 4.1 million tons of wheat 
annually before the war, 
according to the U.N.’s 
Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization.

In 2017, it managed to 

produce just 1.8 million 
tons.

Lebanon’s business-
men and politicians have 
always maintained close 
relations with Syrian coun-
terparts. Syria is among 
Lebanon’s largest trade 
partners, and arguably its 
most reliable supplier of 
cheap labor. Lebanon, in 
exchange, is the banker to 
many of Syria’s enterprises 
and its wealthy elites.

These ties give Lebanon 
— and Tripoli in particular 
— an edge over competi-
tors vying for the Syrian 
market.

The city’s location is also 
attracting foreign invest-
ment. Tripoli port signed 
a 25-year lease with the 
Emirati port operator 
Gulftainer in 2013, to ma-
nage and invest in the ter-
minal.

“Our aim was to invest 
here in anticipation of 
Syria’s reconstruction,” 
said Ibrahim Hermes, the 
CEO of Lebanon’s subsi-
diary of Gulftainer.

Lebanon is now a fixture 
on itineraries of prospecti-
ve investors. Hermes said 
he has seen delegations 
arriving from Europe, Asia 
and especially China, to 
scope out trade opportu-
nities.

Before the war in Syria, 
goods coming through 
Lebanon’s ports used to 
transit as far afield as Iraq 
— saving ships from ha-
ving to take the sea journey 
through the Suez Canal 
and around the Arabian 
Peninsula.

There is talk now that 
Tripoli could even be a ter-
minal in China’s trillion-

dollar new “Silk Road” 
project, carving a trade 
route from east Asia to Eu-
rope.

The Chinese firm Qing-
dao Haixi Heavy-Duty Ma-
chinery Co. sold the two 
28-story container cranes 
now at the port. Safety 
signs inside the structures 
are posted in English and 
Mandarin.

“Tripoli can be a main 
transshipment hub for 
the eastern Mediterra-
nean,” said Ira Hare, a 
sunburned Briton with 
31 years of industry expe-
rience who was brought 
by Gulftainer to manage 
the terminal.

Lebanon has officially 
sought “dissociation” from 
the Syrian war so as not to 
fuel rancor among political 
parties split between tho-
se aligned with Damascus 
and those against it.

But there is also an air of 
inevitability about the re-
normalization of relations, 
as Assad looks, for the 
short-term at least, to stay 
on in power.

Syria’s chief champion 

in Lebanon, the militant 
Hezbollah group, which is 
fighting alongside Assad’s 
forces, evinces little doubt.

“Our national interest is 
for the border between Le-
banon and Syria to be open 
[...] because, tomorrow the 
routes will open to Iraq and 
to Jordan and we want to 
be able to transport Leba-
nese goods,” Hezbollah’s 
leader, Hassan Nasrallah, 
said in a speech this week.

A Hezbollah minister, 
Hussein Hajj Hussein, is 
one of two Cabinet minis-
ters headed to Syria this 
week in a highly contro-
versial visit, the first since 
the start of the war. Prime 
Minister Saad Hariri, an 
Assad critic, said the visit 
did not have government 
backing.

Damascus also knows 
it will be brought back in 
from the cold.

The Damascus Inter-
national Fair, which pro-
mises to attract investors 
from Russia, China, Iran, 
and other places, is a te-
lling indicator of the mood 
in the Syrian capital.

Europe and the United 
States are hesitant to fi-
nance the reconstruction 
projects so long as Assad, 
a pariah to the West, re-
mains in power. But Rus-
sia, China, and Iran, as 
well as investors in Leba-
non and the Middle East, 
are showing no signs of 
hesitation.

“As soon as there is a po-
litical agreement to end 
the war, we will be among 
the first countries to play 
a role in reconstruction,” 
said al-Hassan, the former 
finance minister. AP

Cranes offload hay from a ship onto waiting trucks in the port of the northern city of Tripoli, Lebanon

Lebanon prepares for Syria’s 
post-war construction windfall
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German customs officers say they have found and 
destroyed 20 rotten snake heads found in a package 
that had arrived from Nigeria.

A spokeswoman for Munich’s main customs office 
said Wednesday that officers discovered the snake 
parts when they X-rayed a three-kilogram package 
last week.

Marie Mueller said that when officers then opened 
the parcel the stench of the rotten snake heads was 
“simply overwhelming and unbearable.”

Mueller said the snake heads were immediately bur-
ned to prevent the spread of possible diseases.

She said the customs office has repeatedly intercep-
ted packages from western Africa with snake heads 
which are sent to Germany as a delicacy.

 Offbeat
german customs intercepts package 
with 20 snake heads

Thousands of young people are heading home after 
three days and nights of sex, drugs and rock and roll at 
the Woodstock music festival.

An estimated 400,000 youngsters turned up to hear 
big-name bands play in a field near the village of Bethel, 
New York state in what has become the largest rock 
concert of the decade.

About 186,000 tickets were sold so promoters antici-
pated that around 200,000 would turn up. But on Friday 
night, the flimsy fences and ticket barriers had come 
down and organisers announced the concert was free 
prompting thousands more to head for the concert.

Traffic jams eight miles long blocked off the area near 
White Lake, near Bethel, some 50 miles from the town 
of Woodstock.

Local police estimated a million people were on the 
road yesterday trying to get to Woodstock. They were 
overwhelmed by the numbers but were impressed by a 
good level of behaviour.

The festival’s chief medical officer, Dr William Abruzzi 
told Rolling Stone magazine: “These people are really 
beautiful. There has been no violence whatsoever which 
is really remarkable for a crowd of this size.”

Those who made it to the makeshift venue were trea-
ted to performances by Janis Joplin, The Who, Grateful 
Dead, Canned Heat, Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young, Jimi 
Hendrix, Joan Baez and Ravi Shankar.

Rainstorms failed to dampen the spirits of the revellers, 
many high on marijuana, some dancing naked in the now 
muddy fields.

The main organiser, 49-year-old dairy farmer Max Yas-
gur, who provided $50,000 and 600 acres of his land, 
addressed the crowds on the last day of the event.

“You have proven something to the world... that half a 
million kids can get together for fun and music and have 
nothing but fun and music.”

There were however two deaths - a teenager was killed 
by a tractor as he lay in his sleeping bag and another 
died from a drugs overdose.

Courtesy BBC news

1969 woodstock music 
  festival ends

Woodstock, a holiday centre and artists’ colony, had held an 
arts and music fair since 1906 but the 1969 Woodstock festival 
made the town world famous. 
The final cost to the four sponsors - John Roberts, Joel Rosen-
man, Artie Kornfeld and Michael Lang - was $2.4m.
A film of the concert was release the following year and Wood-
stock became synonymous with flower power, the hippie cul-
ture and anti-Vietnam war protests that dominated the 1970s.
The “Woodstock generation” look back on the event with 
nostalgia and an anniversary Woodstock festival was held in 
1994.
But the second - highly commercialised - anniversary concert 
in July 1999 ended in riots, fires and at least eight allegations 
of rape.

cinema

saturday
10:40
11:10
11:35
12:30
13:00
13:30
15:00
16:20
19:20
20:30
21:00
21:10
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:35
01:10

Comedy    
Blaze Riders     
Chefs
Miscellaneous    
TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast (PT)   
Miscellaneous
Soap Opera (PT)    
Miscellaneous    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (PT)  
Portugal in 150 Seconds
Drama (PT)    
Miscellaneous
TDM News    
Miscellaneous
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)  
RTPi Live    

TV canal macau
friday

13:00
13:30
14:50
18:50
19:40
20:30
21:00
21:15
22:10
23:00
23:30
01:15
01:50

TDM News (Repeat)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPi Live    
The Brazilians (Repeated)    
Soap Opera (PT)    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (PT)  
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
The Brazillians    
TDM News    
Portuguese Movie
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)  
RTPi Live    

sunday
10:35
11:00
12:00
12:30
13:00
13:30
14:50
17:40
18:25
19:35
20:30
21:00
22:00
23:00
23:30
00:20
00:55

Young Adult    
Sunday Mass (Live)    
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous    
TDM News (Repeated)  
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Zig Zag
Brainstorm
Miscellaneous
Soap Opera     
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (PT)  
Miscellaneous
Vidago Palace
TDM News
Europe 30 - Final
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
RTPi Live    

in context

cineteatro
10 aug -  16 aug

doraeMon the Movie 2017
room 1
2:30, 4:30pm 
director: atsushi takahashi
Starring: wasabi Mizuta, Megumi ohara, yumi Kakazu
language: Cantonese (Chinese) 
duration: 101min

gintaMa
room 1
4:30, 7:00,  9:30pm
director: fukuda 
yuuichi
Starring: oguri Shun, tsuyoshi domoto, Suda Masaki    
language: Japanese (Chinese & english)
duration: 131min

hitMan’S bodyguard
room 2
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
director: patrick hughes
Starring: ryan reynolds, Samuel l. Jackson, gary oldman    
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 118min

the eMoJi Movie
room 3
2:15, 5:45, 7:30pm
director: tony leondis
Starring: t.J. Miller, James Corden,  anna faris    
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 86min

the battleShip iSland
room 3
7:00, 9:30pm
director: ryoo Seung-wan
Starring: hwang Jung-Min, So Ji-Sub, Song Joong-Ki    
language: Korean & Japanese (Chinese & english)
duration: 132min
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aCroSS: 1- Toothbrush brand; 6- Oceans; 10- Those, to Juan; 14- Chocolate tree; 
15- Draw with acid; 16- Aloe ___; 17- Bohemian; 18- “Le Roi d’Ys” composer; 19- 
Enthusiastic liveliness; 20- Shelter; 21- To have hallucinations; 24- Laborious; 26- 
Legit; 27- Message in a bottle?; 28- ___ acid; 30- Swiftness; 33- Where the action is; 
34- Lentil and spice dish; 37- So-so grades; 38- Imitating; 39- Floe; 40- 007 creator 
Fleming; 41- Apparel; 42- Thaw before takeoff; 43- Curt; 44- Nada; 45- Ancient 
ascetic; 48- Methods; 52- Eggs order; 55- China’s Chou En-___; 56- Fraternal org.; 
57- Amos or Spelling; 58- Beau; 60- Stuck in ___; 61- Actor McGregor; 62- Advil 
rival; 63- Makes lace; 64- Title for Agatha Christie; 65- Approvals;
 
down: 1- Florida’s ___ National Forest; 2- Less common or less cooked; 
3- Behaved; 4- ___ Cruces; 5- Period of being a boy; 6- Vends; 7- List finish; 
8- Rights org.; 9- Causing intense surprise; 10- Nevertheless; 11- Psalms 
interjection; 12- Use a soapbox; 13- Less 
loony; 22- Hung. neighbor; 23- Hebrides 
island; 25- Functions; 28- Spring up; 29- 
Department store department; 30- Biol. 
or chem.; 31- Pod occupant; 32- Dusk, 
to Donne; 33- Simians; 34- Agnus ___; 
35- Circle segment; 36- Bigger than med.; 
38- Apprehended; 39- Waist band; 41- 
Contradict; 42- Show; 43- Beliefs; 44- Big 
Apple sch.; 45- Convocation of witches; 
46- Above; 47- Muzzle; 48- River that 
flows through Paris; 49- Santa’s aides; 
50- “Circle of Friends” author Binchy; 51- 
Fathers; 53- Caucus state; 54- 60 grains; 
59- Corrida cry; 

THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS
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Yesterday’s solution

CROSSwORDS USEfUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
pJ (Open line) 993
pJ (Picket) 28 557 775
pSp 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water Supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

wEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

Min Max Condition

China

world

14
16
14
16
20

 cloudy
 drizzle/cloudy  

 drizzle   
 moderate rain/drizzle 

 clear

22
18
23
13
26
13
23
28
18
25
27
25
26
27
28
28

29
28
31
20
34
23
29
38
25
32
34
33
36
35
35
33

28
26
25
21
27

 cloudy  
 clear

 cloudy 
 moderate rain/drizzle  

 cloudy/drizzle  
 shower/cloudy 

 drizzle  
 cloudy   

 shower/cloudy  
 cloudy/thundershower 

 drizzle/moderate rain 
 shower 

 cloudy/shower 
 cloudy 

 clear  
 cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You’ve always felt that it is better 
to keep your mouth closed and 
appear a fool than to open it and 
remove all doubt. At the moment, 
however, you have a lot on your 
mind -- and in your heart.

April 20-May 20
Your ability to focus is the stuff 
of legends, and that goes double 
when you’re on a mission -- like 
right now, for example. What 
might that mission be? To 
outshine

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
It’s officially time to reconnect 
with your favorite playmates. 
They’ve been missing you, you’ve 
been missing them and the few 
phone calls you’ve had time to 
make just aren’t cutting it.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Just when you thought you might 
actually be able to see things clearly 
for a while, it turns out it is not 
quite time. And you’ll come to that 
realization via a startling message 
that arrives this afternoon.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
It’s not that your mouth will 
be totally out of control -- well, 
not today, anyway. Tomorrow, 
however, is another story. Today, 
you’ll have a preview of coming 
attractions.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Shopping? Did somebody say 
shopping? You’re all over that 
suggestion. In fact, you’ve 
probably already tried to coerce 
at least one pal into dashing off to 
the mall for the day.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Buck authority? If it’s called for, 
you’re ready to put up your dukes and 
fight it out. This one issue you’ve been 
dealing with lately has really gotten 
under your skin, and you’re willing to 
do what it takes to make your point.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You’re just about due for 
something totally out of the 
ordinary. You’ve turned down 
all kinds of fabulous temptations 
lately, in just about every 
category.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
No, you’re not sick, but you 
can pull off a convincing act -- 
on the phone, at least -- if you 
receive an offer that’s more 
attractive than putting in your 
time at work.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
If it’s on your mind and in your 
heart, it’s also going to be written 
all over your face for the next 
several days -- which means this 
coming weekend will be quite a 
blowout.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Still in the mood for love? Well, it’s 
no wonder. You may, however, also 
need to tend to a little thing called 
earning a living. Don’t let it slide; 
you never know when you’ll want 
the security.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
While your pals might not be able to 
fix your problems, they can at least 
figure out a way to put a smile on 
your face. So when the going gets 
rough today, just reach out to your 
friends.

  Aquarius Pisces
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 It’s the 
Americans’ first 
appearance 
in the former 
FIBA Americas 
tournament 
since 2007

US men’s basketball enters a 
new world without its stars

Brian Mahoney

The jerseys say USA, 
though that’s about all 
that will be recogniza-
ble.

When the U.S. men’s basketball 
team returns to action later this 
month, fans might be left wonde-
ring, “the red, white and who?”

The Americans are cautiously 
entering a whole new basketball 
world, one in which not only are 
the best U.S. players not availab-
le, but neither are any in the NBA. 
LeBron James, Kevin Durant and 
the stars might show up in a few 
years for the Basketball World 
Cup and Olympics, but only if a 
group of minor leaguers can get 
them there.

It’s all part of FIBA’s new qua-
lifying format and the road star-
ts at the AmeriCup 2017. It’s a 
tournament the Americans don’t 
need to win — and aren’t sure 
they can — but one they have to 
play to make themselves eligible 
for the events that will matter.

“It’s going to be really interes-
ting,” USA Basketball men’s na-
tional team director Sean Ford 
said. “We don’t know. We’re 
flying blind a little bit.”

Even the Americans’ best- 
known commodity is a bit of an 
unknown now.

Jeff Van Gundy coached in the 
NBA Finals and is analyst for 
them every year on ABC, but he’s 
leading the U.S. team as an inter-
national basketball rookie. He is 
busy brushing up on the nuances 
of a game that can be played and 
officiated completely differently 
than in the U.S.

He begins this week in Hous-
ton for training camp, where he 
will seek the 12 players who will 
travel to Uruguay and possibly 
Argentina for the AmeriCup and 
the potentially better-prepared 
opponents who wait.

“What we have to do is ma-
tch and exceed their passion, 
how hard we play, how together 
we are as a group,” Van Gundy 
said, “because when the U.S. has 
not succeeded in international 
competitions, it’s because there 
wasn’t as much maybe sacrifice 
as you need, or maybe you were 
deficient in one skill that was im-
portant.”

It’s the Americans’ first appea-
rance in the former FIBA Ameri-
cas tournament since 2007. Their 
starting lineup in that romp to 
gold — James, Kobe Bryant, Car-
melo Anthony, Jason Kidd and 
Dwight Howard — was one of 
the strongest the U.S. has ever 
assembled.

The 17 players in camp with Van 
Gundy include Kendall Marshall, 
Reggie Williams, Darius Morris 
and Marshall Plumlee, players 
good enough to play in the NBA 
but not stick.

The Americans haven’t nee-
ded to play in their zone cham-
pionship since because they’ve 
won every Olympic and world 
title, exempting them from qua-
lifying. But FIBA has revamped 
its qualification system to look 
more like soccer’s, where natio-
nal teams will play home-an-
d-away games against teams in 
their pool.

But some of the windows are 
during the NBA season — the 
opening games are scheduled 
for Thanksgiving weekend — 
and players under NBA contract 

won’t be permitted to play. So the 
Americans plan to primarily use 
players from the NBA G League, 
with perhaps some who have 
been playing overseas.

“Look, no one’s going to feel sor-
ry for us. But we know that this is 
different and we’re going to have 
to figure out how to be successful 
in a different model,” Ford said. 
“There’s always unknowns, but 
there’s probably more unknowns 
because No. 1, we don’t know 
how good we need to be. We 
don’t know how good we can be.”

Ford considers the prospective 
players a notch below the NBA, 
calling them “survivors, grinders, 
competitors.” That’s far from the 
level that suited up for Mike Kr-
zyzewski for a decade or would 
play for Gregg Popovich in 2019 

and 2020, but Van Gundy is 
eager to work with them in his 
first coaching assignment — not 
counting his daughter’s youth 
league — since he was fired by the 
Rockets in 2007.

“There’s very few LeBron James 
of the world — obviously one — 
or great players who have it easy. 
These guys’ careers have not 
been easy and so I really admire 
their persistence, their grit and 
their determination,” Van Gundy 
said. “To get to work with them 
and coach them, that was part of 
the pull for me.”

With limited time and options, 
the Americans know the Ameri-
Cup could be a challenge. Ford 
said they hope to reach the semi-
finals in Argentina and see what 
happens from there.

They will need to start winning 
come November, when they open 
their first-round pool that inclu-
des Puerto Rico, Mexico and 
Cuba.

The U.S. has to finish in the top 
three there, playing their other 
windows of games in February 
and June-July, to advance to 
another pool that will include 
three teams among Argentina, 
Panama, Paraguay and Uruguay, 
from Sept. 2018 to Feb. 2019.

Another top-three finish then 
would clinch their spot in China 
in 2019.

They will have a deeper field 
of candidates later who will be 
in shape from playing with their 
G League teams. But, they also 
could lose a player they like if he 
plays well enough for them in Au-
gust to get a contract in the NBA 
or overseas.

There are many uncertainties, 
though Ford said there is one 
constant.

“From a USA Basketball stan-
dpoint,” he said, “if we’re going to 
put a team together, we’re going 
to try to put the best team toge-
ther that we can and go out and 
try to win.” AP

Philadelphia 76ers’ Kendall Marshall (5) drives against Milwaukee Bucks’ O.J. Mayo during an NBA basketball game in 
Milwaukee
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New SouthamptoN owNer Said to 
get ChiNa-baCked baNk fuNdiNg

Southampton Football Club’s new owner funded 
his 200 million-pound takeover of the EPL team 
with a loan from a Chinese gov’t-backed bank in 
Hong Kong. A Chinese investor group led by Lan-
der Sports Dev’t Co. Chairman Gao Jisheng settled 
the bulk of the acquisition cost with a loan from 
Nanyang Commercial Bank. The consortium pur-
chased an 80 percent stake in Southampton in a 
deal completed this week, people familiar with the 
case said, asking not to be identified because the 
information is private. 

The borrowing is backed by Gao’s assets outsi-
de of China, including those in Macau. Nanyang 
Commercial Bank was bought last year by China 
Cinda Asset Management Co., a financial group 
whose biggest shareholder is the Chinese central 
government.

By obtaining offshore financing in Hong Kong, 
Gao skirted a Chinese regulatory clampdown 
on companies buying trophy assets overseas 
like sports teams, film studios and luxury hotels, 
Bloomberg reported.
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The leTTer versus The spiriT
A lot has been said already regarding the so-cal-

led “clarifications” issued on August 3 by the Elec-
toral Affairs Commission (CAEAL) in relation to 
the forbidding of so-called “political propaganda” 
— or “publicity” to use a less controversial wording 
— prior to the two weeks of official campaigning 
starting on September 2.

The editor-in-chief of this very newspaper called 
it “bullshit” right away — no need to excuse his 
French there. And stupid it is, especially when it 
goes as far as indicating that starting on August 
3, all messages, including electronic postings on 
social media, that would indicate a preference for 
a candidate are forbidden until the official launch 
of the campaign, and moreover that all messages 
posted prior to that date have to be removed!

This applies to the candidates themselves and 
their representatives, but also to regular voters; ci-
tizens whose “selfies” taken with candidates could 
be construed as “illegal publicity” if accompanied 
by “explicit or implicit indication” of voting prefe-
rence. Nothing was said as to how long back this 
would apply: back to July 12, when the lists of can-
didates were made public? Or back to March 13, 
the very day the Election Day was made public? 
And then how “public” is truly public on social me-
dia platforms: does it apply to postings only visible 
to friends? Why would Sulu Sou, for example, de-
cide to make his profile totally invisible for a while?

But the points made by the CAEAL are not only 
contrary to common sense, they indeed contra-
vene several core principles of our glorified Basic 
Law, especially when it comes to freedom of ex-
pression and information, as rightly pointed out by 
some candidates and legal experts.

In the Chinese newspaper with the biggest cir-
culation in Macao, half a page was dedicated 
to a particular group of interests in Macao yes-
terday, with three outgoing legislators — two of 
them running again — being given ample space to 
develop their thinking on livelihood issues: is that 
information or propaganda?

If I write in this column that only a particular 
group of legislators, based on opinion surveys, is 
doing a proper job: am I helping shape the opinion 
of the citizens or just mirroring the state of the pu-
blic opinion?

And then if I say that the most absent legislators 
in the 2015-2016 session (the latest available) 
were Vitor Cheung (he attended only 32 sessions 
out of 42… almost 25 percent of absenteeism!), 
Chan Chak Mo (34/42) and Melinda Chan (35/42), 
am I just stating a fact or implicitly indicating that 
people should not vote for them?

And then, my vote could go to Melinda Chan — 
she is a directly elected legislator — but the other 
two are indirectly elected: I do have a say in Mr 
Chan’s election, being part of a cultural associa-
tion that is recognised with the right to vote in func-
tional constituencies, but then Mr Chan is running 
unopposed, so would my preference make a dif-
ference?

Several candidates, especially those who are 
not yet members of this August assembly, have 
also pointed out that this so-called clarification had 
two very detrimental effects.

A more immediate one is putting them at a disad-
vantage compared to sitting legislators. They, the 
hope for the future, cannot discuss public policies 
in relation to the elections whereas established 
legislators can simply talk about their daily routi-
ne, even if this consists mainly of complaining in 
public and complying when voting for government
-sponsored bills comes. But then candidates who 
are truly active all year long, the ones who head 
meaningful political associations might not be at 
such a disadvantage: the ones really suffering are 
the gimmicky one-time vote stealers!

The most important second detrimental effect 
is that it prevents people from engaging in public 
debate and thus focusing more on issues rather 
than persons. Just like expressing a preference or 
a commitment should not be considered as cam-
paigning, the interpretation of the CAEAL is simply 
speaking a treason to the spirit of the electoral law.

Kapok
Eric Sautedé

CaMbodia Tax authorities 
denied Wednesday there 
is a political motive for a 
crackdown on delinquent 
taxpayers that prominently 
targets media and civil 
society organizations 
critical of the government.

auStralia A senator 
provoked an angry 
backlash from lawmakers 
by wearing a burqa in 
Parliament yesterday as 
part of her campaign for a 
national ban on Islamic face 
covers.

new Zealand’s trade 
minister said yesterday he 
believes there’s an odds-on 
chance that a group of 11 
Pacific nations including 
Japan and Australia will 
sign a free-trade deal, the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership, 
despite the u.S. pulling out.

iran The son of Iranian 
opposition leader Mahdi 
Karroubi, under house 
arrest since 2011, says his 
father has ended a hunger 
strike over his detention but 
remains in hospital.

Saudi arabia announced 
yesterday that it is 
reopening its border with 
qatar to allow qataris to 
attend the hajj, despite a 
months-long rift between 
Doha and four Arab 
countries led by Riyadh.

gerMany Nationalist 
leader Frauke Petry could 
face prosecution over 
allegations she lied under 
oath, after a parliamentary 
panel in the eastern state 
of Saxony recommended 
yesterday that her immunity 
should be lifted.

Chile is rejecting a u.S 
request to break off all 
diplomatic and commercial 
ties with North Korea 
that was made by vice 
President Mike Pence 
during a visit to the South 
American nation. Chilean 
Foreign Minister Heraldo 
Munoz noted that Chile 
has “strictly applied” all 
sanctions imposed on 
Pyongyang by the u.N. 
Security Council and 
characterized the nations’ 
ties as “distant.”

The Portuguese Institute 
of the Sea and Atmos-

phere (IPMA) confirmed the 
quake at 7:44 a.m. (6:44 a.m. 
GMT) which was felt in the 
capital Lisbon.

It registered 4.3 on the Rich-
ter scale.

A Macau resident, who’s 
currently in Portugal vacatio-
ning in a place just 10km away 
from the seismic epicenter, 
near Torres Vedras, told the 
Times that “I’ve felt it. It was 
like a small explosion followed 
by a strong shake that made 
us [the family] wake up.”

A Lisbon resident living at 
the heart of the city’s old nei-
ghborhoods also said that the 
quake “awoke the family be-
cause the walls were shaking 
for a few seconds.”

The seismic activity reached 
as far as far Coimbra, some 
150km north of Lisbon, seis-
mographer Fernando Car-
rilho from the IPMA, told 
RTP, Portugal’s public TV 
broadcaster. Carrilho added 
that the earthquake “was felt 
in several districts of Portugal 
from Setubal to Coimbra.”

The accident echoed 
promptly on social media. 
Some reports suggest the 
shaking lasted somewhere 
between 4 and 10 seconds.

Lara Marcos took to Twitter 
saying: “An earthquake just 
happened here in Portugal 
that was crazy its like 8am.”

Ana Portugal tweeted: 
“Just felt an #earthquake 

after waking up. Tiny, but 
always scary considering #lis-
bon1755.”

The hashtag is a reference to 
the 1755 quake which devas-
tated the city causing a tsu-
nami that killed tens of thou-
sands of people.

Yesterday’s earthquake made 
the headlines in the UK whe-
re The Sun website reported 
that, “Portugal earthquake ro-
cks Lisbon waking up Brit tou-
rists with ‘terrifying shake’.” 

No casualties have been re-
ported by the Portuguese au-
thorities.

Meanwhile, the country has 
been facing a spate of wild-
fires. Yesterday, the gover-
nment took the rare step of 
decreeing a state of public ca-
lamity before a forecast rise in 

temperatures.
Prime Minister Antonio 

Costa’s office said in a state-
ment that he will meet with 
heads of the emergency ser-
vices, including the armed 
forces, today to prepare for a 
weekend rise in temperatures 
to around 40 degrees Celsius.

A public calamity allows 
authorities to mobilize emer-
gency assets and quicken 
reaction times.

Portugal has been fighting 
woodland blazes for weeks, 
including one in June that kil-
led 64 people.

The government said yester-
day the most worrying areas 
are in the north and center of 
the country, as well as western 
parts of the Algarve on the 
southern coast. PC/Agencies

Earthquake rocks 
Lisbon waking people 
with ‘terrifying shakes’
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