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jolt companies

unfair trade probe

China’s ever-tighter web 
controls threaten to disrupt 
work and study for millions 
of Chinese citizens

The Consumer Council 
ended its inspection 
into “unfair trade 
practices” reported 
following Typhoon Hato P2
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MYANMAR Rohingya 
insurgents, whose attack 
on Myanmar security 
forces last month 
triggered savage military 
reprisals, declared 
a month-long truce 
yesterday as refugees 
continued to flood 
across the border into 
Bangladesh only to face 
scant basic resources, 
hunger and illness. The 
Muslim insurgents urged 
Myanmar’s government 
to reciprocate in order 
to assist all victims 
regardless of their 
background. More on p12

IRAQ More than 1,300 
foreign women and 
children, the families of 
Islamic State fighters, 
are being held at a camp 
for displaced people in 
northern Iraq, after an 
Iraqi offensive drove the 
extremist group from Mosul.
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Renato Marques

THE decision by the Court 
of Final Appeal (TUI) 

concerning the case of for-
mer Public Prosecutor Ge-
neral Ho Chiu Meng is final, 
the Office of the President of 
TUI informed yesterday in a 
statement.

The TUI sentenced Ho to 
21 years in prison on July 14 
this year, along with heavy 
financial penalties and an 
order that many of his assets 
revert to the administration.

While the decision was in-
tended to be final, the de-
fendant filed an appeal on 
August 4 with two possible 
suggestions to deal with the 
finality of the decision – na-
mely, the possibility of the 
creation of an appeal court 
and the creation of an “ad 
hoc” court to hear his case, 
with analogous application 
of the relevant provisions in 
order to create a standardi-
zation of the case law.

In response to the appeal, 
the presiding judge issued 
an order on August 15 indi-
cating that “the admission of 
an appeal entails the existen-
ce of a judicial body with a 
power of judging in a higher 
court, which may examine 
and decide on the appeal.” 

In this particular case, the 
presiding judge stated, “we 
realize that we do not have a 
higher court that can assess 
the appeal filed by the defen-
dant, since the Court of Final 
Appeal is the supreme judi-
cial body of the MSAR, whi-

ch is a region with indepen-
dent judicial power and with 
power of final judgment,” the 
judge wrote on her order.

Regarding the two solutions 
proposed by the defendant, 
the judge said, “in the judi-
cial system currently in for-
ce in Macau, the creation of 
any court is based on the as-
sumption that there is a legal 

provision. In the absence of 
legal rules, the creation of a 
court of appeal to assess the 
decision of the TUI at first 
instance has no legal basis.” 

The judge further noted that 
the application implies “the 
existence of a legal loophole,” 
that according to the judge 
does not exist since “when it 
was determined that in some 

particular cases [regarding 
high ranked officials] the 
court that had the right to 
rule should be the TUI, it was 
already clear that this would 
leave no room for appeals.  
Furthermore, the  Legislative 
Assembly did not make any 
provision for the inclusion of 
an appeal against rulings by 
the TUI, with the judge clai-

ming that this decision was 
not due to a loophole but was 
made according to deliberate 
legislative intention.

The judge also added that 
these intentions were even 
clearer after the 2007 trial 
of the former Secretary for 
Transport and Public Works 
Ao Man Long, which concer-
ned corruption. In this case, 
the defendant was also not 
entitled to appeal –  and two 
years after, when the Legis-
lative Assembly approved 
the Law 9/2009 to introdu-
ce changes to the Basic Law 
of the Judicial Organization, 
he had the opportunity to ad-
dress the issue of the appeal, 
and did not.

“Therefore, it cannot be un-
derstood that there is a legal 
loophole to be filled by the 
analogue application. In this 
way, it was decided not to 
admit the appeal by the ac-
cused,” she concluded in her 
comments.

With the appeal’s refusal, 
the decision to sentence Ho 
to 21 years of imprisonment 
is final. 

Ho’s defense lawyer, Oria-
na Pun, has previously said 
that the inability to appeal 
constituted just a “technical 
problem that can be circum-
vented.” 

According to Pun, this “te-
chnical problem” is minor 
when compared with the ri-
ght to appeal, which she said 
“constitutes a fundamental 
right”. However, Pun’s ar-
guments have now been dis-
missed.

THE Consumer Cou-
ncil (CC) has ended 

its inspection opera-
tions into “unfair trade 
practices” reported by 
citizens after the pas-
sage of Typhoon Hato, 
the CC informed in a 
statement.

Since August 24, CC 
inspectors have repor-
tedly performed a total 

of 1,491 patrols. They 
received a total of 80 
cases reported by citi-
zens in the last weeks.

Resident complain-
ts mostly concerned 
a significant price in-
crease in food and be-
verage outlets, as well 
as overcharging of car 
washes, car towing and 
repair services. Other 

complaints related to 
breaches of food safety 
regulations.

Two citizen reports 
concerning F&B outlets 
have been transferred 
to the Civic and Mu-
nicipal Affairs Bureau 
(IACM) and were duly 
charged. The CC noted 
that no illegal action 
was found in the re-

maining cases, and that 
the impugned shops 
were merely suggested 
to “improve” in their 
services.

The Council stated 
that they are overseeing 
20 of the 80 cases, with 
another 18 being trans-
ferred to other enfor-
cing departments. For 
the 42 remaining cases, 

the Council reports the-
re is either insufficient 
information or no con-
sumer-related matters 
involved.

The CC inspectors fou-
nd no unfair trade prac-
tices in the majority of 
supermarkets, grocery 
stores, food and beve-
rage outlets and dru-
gstores, noting that, in 
some cases, the shops 
were even offering 
discounted goods and 
services to consumers. 
Further research con-
ducted through a su-
permarket price survey 

conducted by the Cou-
ncil found that the-
re is stability in both 
the price and supply 
of items such as bott-
led water and noodles, 
among others.

The CC stated that the 
Council’s “WhatsApp 
Hotline” 62980886, es-
tablished to receive re-
sident complaints from 
August 25, would con-
tinue to operate. They 
further stated that they 
will investigate any 
further cases received 
concerning malpractice 
in the market.

Ho Chio Meng’s appeal attempt denied

Consumer Council ends inspection 
of ‘unfair trade’ after Hato

Ho’s defense lawyer, Oriana Pun
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We should 
have more 
policies to help 
those who have 
never bought a 
house.

MELINDA CHAN 

Lynzy Valles

POLITICAL association Allian-
ce for Change, led by incum-

bent lawmaker Melinda Chan, is 
running in the elections for the 
third time, listed as No. 18. Their 
political platform for this election 
focuses on young entrepreneurs 
and the development of Chine-
se-Portuguese-speaking business 
platforms. 

As part of their campaign efforts, 
the party visited Iao Hon Market 
yesterday to distribute pamphlets 
to stall owners and other residen-
ts, highlighting its slogan, “Fight 
for the Next Generation.”

According to Chan, one differen-
ce in her party from the previous 
two terms is the involvement of its 
second candidate Jorge Valente, a 
Macanese businessman. Valente is 
a member of various associations 
including the Macanese Youth As-
sociation, of which he is the vice 
president.

Speaking to the Times, the 
lawmaker said, “[Previously] we 
were concentrating on social wel-
fare, but this time we can see that 
diversified economy is not doing 
so well, so we want to have [small 
and medium-sized enterprises] 
to give suggestions to the govern-
ment to [further] development for 
young people.” 

Chan stressed that her candi-
dacy aims to develop the current 
political system, and prioritize job 
opportunities for youth.

The candidate is calling on the 
government to establish supple-
mentary policies to benefit local 
SMEs, aside from providing star-
tups with interest-free loans. 

“Such as to have a building pro-

vided, then they can do all these 
media and cultural products. […] 
We should let them grow and the 
government should lead them,” 
she said.

As the market in Macau is not as 
large, young entrepreneurs should 
be given the opportunity to market 
their products and services in the 
Pearl River Delta area.

The candidate has also previous-
ly informed the press that “the first 
priority [to be addressed] is the 
housing problem.”

She proposed a new solution that 
is not restricted to building additio-
nal public housing units, but also 
limits the acquisition of new public 
housing units to local residents who 
are first-time home buyers.

“For public housing, the laws 
should be changed because the 
government should have figures 
[about] what type of housing uni-
ts [residents need]. They need to 
do research, not just hold lucky 
draws,” Chan said.

The current system used by the 
government to allocate public 
housing to households is based on 
three different ordination groups 
and a lucky draw process, a system 
criticized by many. 

The lawmaker also criticized the 
government for not implementing 
schemes to assist first-time buyers, 
particularly to low-income resi-
dents. Chan argued that although 
payments can be made in install-
ments, the initial deposit remains 
a burden to some. 

“There should be some policies in 
helping residents who [earn below 
the] median wage to help them 
have a house, such as having po-
licies for the first installment,” the 

lawmaker said.
“They have the money to pay the 

installment but they don’t have 
the money for deposit. We should 
have more policies to help those 
who have never bought a house.”

Chan previously mentioned re-
search conducted by her party that 
shows 75 percent of the local youth 
are eager to buy a house in the pri-
vate market, but are forced to save 
for 17 years as the first installment 
is too high.

NEW Macau Progres-
sives, listed as No. 7 

in the direct election lists 
of the upcoming elections, 
is continually calling for 
universal suffrage, as it 
has done since 2007.

Speaking to the Times 
during its campaign ac-
tivity at Iao Hon Market, 
Sulu Sou, the first candi-
date of the list and vice-
president of the New Ma-
cau Association (ANM), 
explained that the group 
is calling for the govern-
ment and its assembly to 
reform the legislature.

The pro-democracy 
group has been running 
in elections since 1992, 
but this is the first time 
that the list has had a 26-
year old running as the 
first candidate. 

ANM has long called for 
the chief executive and all 
legislators to be elected by 
universal suffrage, even 
launching a demonstra-
tion back in December 
2015.

“We are calling on the 
government to hold elec-
tions for the CE and AL 
members by universal su-
ffrage. We want to bring 
more democracy and 
freedom to the society. All 
officials should be people
-elected,” Sou said. 

New Macau Progressi-
ves is also prioritizing the 
revitalization of the AL, 
and the creation of subs-

tantial development in 
the city.

Sulo stressed that the 
group hopes to bring new 
faces and new culture to 
the AL, adding that it also 
focuses on raising politi-
cal awareness in youth.

“We want to bring new 
faces to the assembly [so] 
many young people can be 
more concerned [about] 
and willing to participa-

te in civil movements or 
social movements to ex-
press their opinion,” the 
first candidate said.

The group also pledged 
to combat corruption 
by strengthening the ri-
ghts of the Commission 
Against Corruption and 
Commission of Audit, and 
that it encourages increa-
sing the city’s expenditure 
for its residents. 

Moreover, it also calls 
for greater transparency 
in the government, as it 
has been requesting for 
several years.

Last year, ANM called 
for transparency in public 
spending and obtaining 
public access to the city’s 
financial activity reports, 
following the aftermath of 
the Macau Foundation’s 
controversial RMB100 
million donation to 
Guangdong’s Jinan Uni-
versity.

Just last month, it again 
criticized the region’s lack 
of transparency, claiming 
that the unchecked opa-
queness of the local go-
vernment’s processes has 
remained a key issue in 
the region, citing the part-
nerships with tech giant 
Alibaba. 

With the AL reformation 
that the group is aiming 
for, List 7 says it will pro-
pose more established 
laws, urge the govern-
ment to respond to mat-

ters of public interest, and 
call for more supervision 
over the region’s finances.

New Macau Progres-
sives is also calling for 
open-door meetings, no-
ting that AL meetings 
should be broadcast and 
that there should be a me-
chanism for residents to 
propose AL motions. 

Sou added that another 
of its significant propo-
sals is to hold officials 
accountable for their 
wrongdoings.

“They should take the 
responsibility and have 
accountability. Also, the 
transportation system 
should be improved,” he 
said, adding that road dig-
ging should be minimized 
so that the drainage sys-
tem could be improved. 

Sou said that the group 
is confident in attaining 
an AL seat due to its past 
work, stressing that ANM 
has been contributing to 
the society for the past 25 
years. LV

AL ELECTION 

Alliance for Change pushing 
for local youth development

AL ELECTION 

New Macau Progressives call for universal suffrage

Sulu Sou (second from left) 

Melinda Chan (center) with fellow candidates
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CE in Guangzhou to 
discuss anti-flood plan
Chief Executive Chui Sai On will visit Guangdong 
Province today to discuss plans with provincial 
leaders for a cross-boundary flood prevention 
system. The system is intended to solve Macau’s 
flooding issues. Chui’s visit to the provincial 
capital comes about a week after Beijing 
approved in principle plans for the anti-flooding 
system. According to the government, the 
chief executive has expressed his gratitude to 
mainland authorities for “their prompt response 
and preparation for work meetings on flood 
prevention.” The officials accompanying Chui 
on his visit to Guangzhou include the Secretary 
for Transport and Public Works, Raimundo do 
Rosário, the Director of the Marine and Water 
Bureau, Susana Wong and the Director of the 
Land, Public Works and Transport Bureau, Li 
Canfeng.

UM reaches biomedical 
collaboration deal
Three world-renowned oncology experts recently 
visited the University of Macau (UM) to exchange 
ideas and sign a collaboration deal with local 
scholars on biomedical research in the fields of 
teaching and research. The three experts were 
Professor Mitch Dowsett and Dr Maggie Cheang 
from the Institute of Cancer Research in the 
United Kingdom, as well as Dr Janice Tsang 
from the University of Hong Kong. According to 
a statement from UM, the experts consulted with 
local scholars, Lam Kam Seng, the chair of UM’s 
University Council and Patrick Huen, director 
of the Dr Stanley Ho Medical Development 
Foundation. The parties had an in-depth 
discussion, resulting in a collaboration agreement 
for teaching and research in breast cancer tumor 
markers, molecular typing, clinical experiments 
and other areas of biomedical sciences.
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STHE Pacific Asia 
Travel Association 
(PATA) Travel Mart 
2017 will commence 

this Wednesday, marking its 
40th anniversary in the re-
gion. The event will last two 
days and welcome more than 
1,000 PATA Travel Mart de-
legates from over 60 destina-
tions.

A total of 26 local tourism 
operators will promote their 
businesses from the boo-
ths at The Venetian’s Cotai 
Expo, including hotels, tra-
vel agencies and transport 
companies.

The Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO), the 
host of the event, said in a 
statement that it would pro-
mote the attractions of main-
land China among the China 
Maritime Silk Road Tourism 
Promotion Alliance.

Along with Guangdong and 
Hong Kong tourism autho-
rities, the three neighboring 
regions will promote multi-
destination tourism with a 
joint booth and luncheon for 
delegates.

Another feature of PATA 
Travel Mart is its educatio-

nal events on recent topics 
and trends in the industry, 
presented by international 
speakers for the travel in-
dustry and aspiring tourism 
professionals. 

On September 13, the Ins-
titute for Tourism Studies 
will host PATA Youth Sym-
posium 2017, bringing toge-
ther local and international 
tourism students from PATA 
Student Chapters to discuss 
the topic “Enabling Travel 
and Managing a Complex 
Future.” 

One of the speakers who 

will share his experiences 
with students will be AirAsia 
Group CEO Tony Fernandes.

The PATA Travel Mart Fo-
rum will run concurrently 
at The Parisian Macao, be-
ginning with a morning ses-
sion that will focus on stra-
tegies, business models and 
current technologies related 
to smart digital travel. 

The afternoon session will 
present a Blogger and Key 
Opinion Leader Forum, whi-
ch will debate “The Most Ef-
fective Influencer Marketing 
Strategies in Travel in 2017”, 

sponsored by the Professio-
nal Travel Bloggers Associa-
tion. Four additional PTM 
Talks are scheduled during 
the event.

MGTO also announced 
that from September 15 to 
17, PATA will also conduct 
a series of internal meetings 
such as the PATA Executive 
Board and Board Meeting, 
along with MGTO director 
Maria Helena de Senna Fer-
nandes, who is currently ser-
ving as an Executive Board 
member of the Association. 
Other highlights of event in-
clude the PATA Gold Awards 
Luncheon and Presentation 
on September 15. 

Three of the 31 winning 
tourism entities of the 2017 
PATA Gold Awards are 
from Macau. The three are 
Sands China Ltd. with two 
PATA Gold Awards (in the 
categories of Environment 
- Corporate Environmental 
Programme and Marketing 
Media - Travel Advertising 
Broadcast Media), and Mel-
co Resorts & Entertainment 
(winner of the PATA Gold 
Award for Marketing - Hos-
pitality).

26 local tourism operators to 
attend PATA Travel Mart 2017 
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 The 
percentage of 
the contribution 
of the gaming 
industry to the 
local economy 
increased 
slightly 

corporate bits
the parisian receives hkrida award

Prada SpA warned that its 
turnaround plan may take 
longer than expected as the 
Italian maker of USD2,200 
leather totes and $495 Velcro 
sandals struggles to keep up 
with rivals’ online expansion 
and stem a decline in sales.

First-half revenue dropped 
5.7 percent as the strong 

The Parisian Macao’s Le 
Buffet restaurant has won 
the Best Macau Casual 
Dining Restaurant award at 
the Hong Kong Restaurant 
Interior Design Awards 2017 
(HKRIDA), recently held in 

prada warns turnaround to 
take longer than expected 

The maker of Miu Miu 
pumps and Church’s dress 
shoes embarked on a wave 
of store closures in 2016 and 
has been trying to push e-
commerce to gain more clien-
ts after profit fell to a five-year 
low. Prada was hit harder 
than most by a downturn in 
demand across Asia, where 
it gets about half its revenue. 
The company shuttered 13 
stores in the first half, and 
opened six.

Prada’s new e-commerce 
site has gone live in the U.S. 
and Europe, and the com-
pany plans to introduce it in 
other key markets, including 
China by the end of 2017. 
Prada is also using social 
media to try to reach more 
consumers directly, and Ber-
telli said those moves should 
result in some improvement 
in the second half.

The judging panel was 
comprised of experienced 
hospitality designers, senior 
food and beverage mana-
gers and specialist trade 
media. According to a sta-
tement by Sands China, the 
award was accepted by The 
Parisian Macao’s Chef de 
Cuisine Guillaume Gully. 
Designed by San Francis-
co based Puccini Group, 
Le Buffet is a 450-seat bu-
ffet restaurant featuring Art 
Deco detailing with an ups-
cale French market and food 
hall vibe. The restaurant is 
zoned into three sections 
to provide different dining 
experiences for guests.  
The HKRIDA recognize the 
achievements of restaurants, 
bars and cafes and designers 
that excel in their quest to de-
liver an exciting dining expe-
rience for guests.

euro cut into tourist spending 
in Europe in recent months, 
Milan-based Prada said Fri-
day. In New York, sales from 
a store on Fifth Avenue have 
been disrupted by demons-
trators against President Do-
nald Trump, Chief Executive 
Officer Patrizio Bertelli said 
on a call with analysts.

Hong Kong. The awards 
are part of the leading Asia-
Pacific fine dining and bar 
exhibition Restaurant & Bar 
Hong Kong in a presentation 
ceremony that took place on 
September 6.

THE Statistics and Census 
Service (DSEC) has relea-

sed the results of the Gaming 
Sector Survey 2016, which state 
last year’s total revenue of the 
“10 enterprises that engaged in 
gaming activities” as MOP229 
billion, down by 1.8 percent year
-on-year.

The year-on-year decrease 
in gaming revenue, which was 
the largest component of total 
revenue (MOP227.38 billion) 
narrowed notably from a 34.3 
percent drop in 2015. The stabili-
zation of gaming revenue reflects 
the recovery that began in the se-
cond half of 2016.

According to the official pre-re-
vision figures accessed on the 
website of the Gaming Inspec-
tion and Coordination Bureau 
(DICJ), gross gaming revenue in 
2016 reached MOP223 billion, 
down by 3.3 percent year-on
-year. 

The first seven months of the 

year registered year-on-year 
declines, with the lowest mon-
thly figure registered in June 
(MOP15.8 billion). This recove-
red to MOP19.8 billion by De-
cember that same year.

Meanwhile, revenue from 
the food and beverage sector 
(MOP506 million) dropped by 
7.6 percent in 2016, but revenue 

from currency exchange (MOP82 
million) rose by 8.6 percent. In-
terest receipts (MOP165 million) 
registered a decrease of more 
than 40 percent.

Total expenditure of the gaming 
sector amounted to MOP96.93 
billion in 2016, down by 4.8 per-
cent year-on-year.

By category, expenditure on 

“purchase of goods, commis-
sion paid and customer rebate” 
(about MOP50 billion) decrea-
sed by 13.2 percent, considera-
bly lower than the year-on-year 
decline of 45 percent registered 
in 2015.

On the other hand, operating 
expenditure increased by 12.7 
percent year-on-year to almost 
MOP24 billion, of which ex-
penditure on complimentary 
goods and services (MOP10.82 
billion) - such as hotel accommo-
dation and food and beverages 
- and marketing and publicity 
(MOP4.28 billion) rose by 10.2 
percent and 9.3 percent year-on- 
year respectively.

Non-operating expenses, inclu-
ding depreciation and interest 
paid, totaled MOP3.65 billion, 
down by 1.3 percent year-on- 
year. Moreover, compensation 
of employees (MOP19.86 billion) 
dropped slightly by 0.4 percent 
year-on-year, due to a 0.8 per-

cent decrease in the number of 
full-time employees, to 55,794.

In terms of the extent to which 
the gaming sector contributes to 
the economy, 2016 saw a shift 
away from a previous downward 
trend. Instead, its contribution 
edged up by 0.5 percent year- 
on-year in 2016, to MOP155.44 
billion.

With the successive completion 
of several large-scale tourism 
and gaming facilities in 2016, 
the gross fixed capital forma-
tion of the gaming sector surged 
by 170 percent year-on-year to 
MOP7.43 billion. According to 
DSEC, the surge was due to a 
significant increase in the acqui-
sition of buildings and electronic 
gaming equipment. DB

THREE schools in the 
territory have been 

issuing letters to the pa-
rents of their pupils, lo-
bbying for their vote for 
a list in the September 
17 Legislative Assem-
bly (AL) election, public 
broadcaster TDM repor-
ted on the weekend.

Citing social media 
sources, the broadcas-
ter said that each of the 
three schools allegedly 
asked parents to vote for 
the same list: “Ideal Fa-
mily Alliance.”

Reportedly, parents 
were asked to opt in to 
receive election material 
from the Ideal Family 

Alliance list, while stu-
dents would automati-
cally receive it.

The three schools invol-
ved are Pui Va Secondary 
School, Kao Yip Middle 
School and Keang Peng 
School.

Pui Va Secondary 
School explained the le-
tters to TDM by saying 
that, as a private school, 
it is entitled to canvass 
for a particular candidate 
or list. It said that it has 

never coerced parents 
into voting any particu-
lar way and was open to 
allowing all candidates to 
present their platform.

This was a defense ba-
cked up by authorities in 
the territory, which said 
that there was no law 
preventing private edu-
cation institutions from 
participating in the elec-
tion, including through 
the use of canvassing for 
a particular list. 

The Education and You-
th Affairs Bureau also 
nodded approval, ex-
plaining that such insti-
tutions are not bound by 
election neutrality rules. 
Nevertheless, they must 
respect the law on elec-
toral propaganda, whi-
ch means they must be 
prepared to accept cam-
paign material from the 
other lists.

According to TDM, only 
one list has been able to 

promote at Pui Va Secon-
dary School.

Meanwhile, the other 
two education institu-
tions did not immediate-
ly comment on the mat-
ter.

Macau Daily Times at-
tempted to contact the 
Electoral Affairs Com-
mission for the Legisla-
tive Assembly election 
to clarify the legality of 
the practice, but did not 
receive a reply by press 

time.
Ideal Family Allian-

ce is List 11 in the AL 
election, with Wong Kit 
Cheng and Loi I Weng 
standing as its first and 
second candidates res-
pectively.

Similar cases of priva-
te and public schools, as 
well as other institutions, 
favoring some candida-
tes and barring others 
have been reported in 
previous elections.

GAMING 

Sector revenue stabilized in 
2016 as casino bust ended

AL ELECTION

Macau schools found canvassing for votes
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 For the tribe, 
it’s a new 
revenue stream 
that could lead 
to more down 
the road

Cynthia Koons, Susan Decker

For one Native American 
tribe, the money’s not in 
the casino anymore. Pa-
tents are the future.

On Friday, drugmaker Aller-
gan Plc said it would transfer 
intellectual property on a blo-
ckbuster drug to the Saint Re-
gis Mohawk Tribe, in order to 
avoid attacks on the medicine’s 
patents. For the tribe, it’s a new 
revenue stream that could lead 
to more down the road.

“Our options beyond the casi-
no are few and far between so an 
opportunity like this is attracti-
ve to us, because we have a lot 
of unmet needs for our commu-
nity,” said Saint Regis Mohawk 
Tribe’s general counsel Dale 
White. The agreement will pay 
the tribe USD13.75 million, plus 
$15 million a year in annual re-
venues, according to Allergan.

There are 13,000 Saint Regis 
Mohawk Tribe members na-
tionwide, and they own a six-
mile-by-six-mile square piece of 
land in a sparsely populated part 
of upstate New York. The Akwe-
sasne Mohawk Casino Resort, is 
one of the tribe’s main sources 
of revenue. It’s open 24 hours a 
day, has 1,600 slot machines, 30 
table games and a poker room, 
according to the website.

The attraction for a drug com-
pany is simple: The tribe has so-
vereignty, setting it apart from 
some legal proceedings - such 
as expedited patent reviews. For 
Allergan, it can serve as a small 
legal island guarding its valuab-
le intellectual property.

Restasis’s patents are under 
attack on two fronts, and mo-
ving the rights may shield them 
on one side. Last year, the drug 
- which treats chronic dry eye - 
brought in $1.49 billion in sales.

“I would expect it creates a 
playbook for other cases down 
the road both for us and for 
others,” Bob Bailey, Allergan’s 
chief legal officer, said of the 

agreement with the tribe.
Shares of Allergan, which is ba-

sed in the U.S., ended Friday up 
2.5 percent.

There’s a legal basis for the 
strategy. The Patent Trial and 
Appeal Board recently ruled in 
two cases that state-universi-
ty-owned patents aren’t subject 
to the review process because 
states have sovereign immunity. 
In those cases, however, the uni-
versity was the original owner of 
the patents.

Drugmakers have been looking 
for any way they can to hold 
onto revenue. Several top phar-
maceutical companies have re-
cently reported slowing sales 
and shrinking profits due to the 
loss of exclusivity for top-selling 
medications, and the Trump ad-

ministration has said it wants to 
drive down drug prices. At the 
same time, attacks on drug pa-
tents have been made easier un-
der the patent office’s recently 
created fast-track legal review 
process. 

Allergan said it had been 
approached by the tribe with 
what it called a “sophisticated 

opportunity to strengthen the 
defense” of Restatis’s patents, 
which have been challenged un-
der a process called inter partes 
review, or IPR. 

Drugmakers have long railed 
against the IPR process, which 
enables challenges before the 
patent board, because it means 
they have to defend their paten-
ts against assaults in two diffe-
rent forums. They have to win 
in both the court and before the 
agency.

Mylan NV has filed petitions 
with the patent office to challen-
ge Allergan’s patents under the 
IPR process. The agency pre-
viously determined that Mylan 
has established a “reasonable 
likelihood” of winning its argu-
ments that the patents are inva-

lid, though a hearing on the case 
is scheduled for next week in 
Alexandria, Virginia.

By transferring ownership to 
the tribe, Allergan can try to li-
mit its legal battle to the courts, 
where it’s harder to invalidate 
patents because of a more strin-
gent legal standard.

“The way I think about this 
is what we’re doing here today 
is to really allow Allergan to 
focus the defense of the Resta-
sis patent in the federal court 
system and avoid the double 
jeopardy of the IPR system,” 
Allergan Chief Executive Offi-
cer Brent Saunders said in an 
interview.

Success for Allergan’s deal with 
the Saint Regis Mohawk Tri-
be would open a whole host of 
questions for the patent-review 
process, which was set up under 
a 2011 law. Tech companies are 
the biggest users of the system, 
intended as a lower-cost way to 
resolve patent disputes.

“If they can do it, other drug-
makers can do it, and not just 
other drugmakers but other 
companies,” said Wright, the 
patent lawyer. “It’s a massive 
loophole and you could drive a 
Mack truck through that.”

The tribe is ready, if they do. 
White, the lawyer, said the tribe 
will work with Shore Chan De-
Pumpo, a law firm that helped 
vet the Allergan deal.

“We will vet them through the 
Shore firm to make sure that 
these are legitimate companies 
that we want to do business 
with,” he said. “We’ll probably 
take as many as the Shore firm 
can handle.” Bloomberg

Mark Gurman

APPLE Inc.’s most im-
portant new phone 

for years will be called the 
iPhone X, according to a 
leak of the company’s la-
test mobile operating sys-
tem on Saturday.

Strings of software code 
inside of the leaked opera-
ting system, first detailed 
by Apple news website 9to-
5Mac, show the expected 
three new phones will be 
called the iPhone 8, iPho-
ne 8 Plus, and iPhone X. 
App and game developer 
Steven Troughton-Smith 
discovered the names in 
the software and tweeted 

about it on Saturday.
The iPhone 8 and iPho-

ne 8 Plus are successors 
to the current iPhone mo-
dels, while the iPhone X is 
the premium version with 
an all-new design, crisper 
OLED screen, improved 
cameras, and a 3-D facial 
recognition scanner for 
unlocking the device.

The “X” in the iPhone’s 
name may be a reference to 
this model being a special 
10th anniversary edition. 
The iPhone 8 and iPhone 
8 Plus will look similar to 
the iPhone 7 and iPhone 
7 Plus, but include faster 
processors, Bloomberg 
News has reported. The 

new devices will be unvei-
led at an event tomorrow. 
An Apple spokeswoman 
declined to comment.

Listen to Bloomberg’s 
Decrypted Podcast on 
How a Crisis Almost De-
railed the Original iPhone 
in 2007

The leak comes not long 
after Apple accidentally 
published early HomePod 
speaker software that pro-
vided details on upcoming 
iPhone features. Apple 
Chief Executive Officer 
Tim Cook has criticized 
news reports on upcoming 
iPhones this year, saying 
the articles dented sales 
of current models. Still, 

expectations are running 
high for a blockbuster holi-
day season: In a recent sur-
vey by RBC Capital Marke-
ts, almost two-thirds of 
respondents said they 
would buy a new iPhone 
model sight unseen.

The leaked operating sys-
tem corroborates earlier 
Bloomberg News reports 
that the premium X device 
will replace the usual Touch 
ID fingerprint scanner with 
a face unlock feature. Apple 
will call the enhancement 
Face ID, according to the 
code. The sensor will also 
be used for scanning a per-
son’s facial expression and 
converting that into anima-

ted emojis for messaging, 
the code shows. Bloomberg 
recently reported that the 
premium model will lack a 
home button and instead 
use a series of gestures for 
controlling the device.

The leaked software also 
sheds more light on an 
upcoming version of the 
Apple Watch that has its 
own cellular connection 
(existing models have to be 
tethered to an iPhone). An 
Aug. 4 report by Bloom-

berg described this feature. 
The code also includes a 

photo of the new Watch, 
with a red button on the 
side and dots in the middle 
of the screen to show ce-
llular signal strength. The 
image and the leaked code 
indicate the device will be 
capable of making phone 
calls without an iPhone in 
range and that Apple will 
announce new colors, in-
cluding a grey ceramic and 
a new gold tone. Bloomberg

Casinos aren’t enough as native 
tribe makes deal on drug patents

Apple’s new phone to be called 
‘iPhone X,’ code leaks show 
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 Sales of 
electrics and 
gasoline-electric 
hybrids rose 50 
percent over 
2015 to 336,000 
vehicles

Gerry Shih

CHINESE real estate 
tycoon Guo Wengui, 

one of the ruling Commu-
nist Party’s most wanted 
exiles, has applied for poli-
tical asylum in the United 
States, his lawyer said, in a 
move that could keep him 
out of Beijing’s grasp for at 
least several more years.

Guo’s asylum request po-
ses a diplomatic quandary 
for the Trump administra-
tion, which must decide 
whether to expel a high- 
profile Chinese dissident or 
risk infuriating Beijing.

Guo’s lawyer, Thomas Ra-
gland, said Thursday the 
billionaire will stay “legally 
protected” in the U.S. while 
his application is being re-
viewed, a process that nor-
mally takes more than two 
years. If his request is de-
nied, Guo could stay in the 
country while he exhausts 
his appeals, Ragland ad-
ded.

Chinese officials told the 
AP in August that Guo is 
being investigated in at 
least 19 major criminal ca-
ses that involve bribery, 
kidnapping, fraud, money 
laundering and rape — alle-
gations that Guo has de-
nied.

Above all, Guo has at-
tracted Beijing’s ire by un-
leashing numerous allega-
tions of high-level corrup-
tion within the Communist 
Party that have rocked 

THE wife of a Taiwane-
se activist China accu-

sed of subversion said her 
husband may be pressu-
red into pleading guilty 
when his trial opens today, 
but she remains hopeful 
that he can return home 
safely.

Lee Ching-yu told re-
porters at a briefing Sa-
turday she plans to travel 
this weekend to attend 
Lee Ming-che’s trial in the 
central city of Yueyang. 
Supporters sitting beside 
her held up signs calling 
on China to release the ac-
tivist.

“At this moment, I want 
to ask my fellow country-
men for their understan-
ding if they see Lee Min-
g-che do or say anything 
unbearable in court outside 
of his free will,” Lee said.

“This is just the Chinese 
government being adept 
at the performance” of ha-
ving someone confess, she 
added.

Lee Ming-che is accu-
sed of subversion of state 
power, a vaguely defined 
charge often used by au-
thorities to muzzle dissent 
and imprison critics.

China’s wide-ranging 
crackdown on civil socie-
ty has featured a string of 
televised “confessions” 
— believed to have been 
made under coercion — 
by human rights activists 
accused of plots to over-
throw the political system.

Calls to the court and 
the activist’s lawyer rang 
unanswered Saturday.

Lee Ching-yu said she 
hoped her husband would 

Chinese politics. He has 
relentlessly targeted Wang 
Qishan, the party’s anti-
corruption czar and a key 
ally of President Xi Jinping, 
in a campaign that has rai-
sed doubts about Wang’s 
political future just before 
a new slate of party leaders 
is set to be announced at a 
party congress in October.

Guo’s challenge now is to 
demonstrate before U.S. 
officials that he is seeking 
to avoid “persecution, not 
prosecution,” in China, his 
lawyer said.

“He has a fear of being re-
turned to China based on 
his political statements that 
expose corruption among 
Chinese officials,” Ragland 
said. “He’s been a whistle-
blower.”

Guo has previously said 
he was exposing high-level 
corruption for the good of 
his country. It was a high- 
stakes gambit, he said, to 
prove his loyalty to Xi and 
negotiate an eventual re-
turn to China.

But the asylum request 

be released. “I’m traveling 
there not to challenge or 
to argue, but to go to wit-
ness the arrival of justice 
that will let Lee Ming-che 
return to Taiwan with 
dignity, and promptly and 
peacefully,” Lee said.

Lee Ming-che, 42, clea-
red immigration in the 
semi-autonomous Chi-
nese territory of Macau 
on March 19 and never 
showed up for a planned 
meeting later that day with 
a friend in the mainland 
Chinese city of Zhuhai. 
He had previously con-
ducted online lectures on 
Taiwan’s democratization 
and managed a fund for 
families of political priso-
ners in China.

Amnesty International 
and other rights organiza-
tions have called for Lee 
Ming-che’s immediate re-
lease. They note that Lee is 
the first foreign non-profit 
worker to be detained in 
China after a law tighte-
ning controls over such 
groups came into effect. 
Lee had been a manager 
of a non-governmental 
group in Taiwan before his 

could indicate that Guo’s 
chances of reaching a truce 
with Beijing have petered 
out.

After fading from public 
view for several weeks, 
Wang, Guo’s nemesis, rea-
ppeared in recent state me-
dia reports that were meant 
— according to Communist 
Party stagecraft — to signal 
his undiminished political 
strength.

Guo has also said in past 
interviews that he holds 
numerous other passpor-
ts, which means he could 
potentially leave his $68 
million apartment in Ma-
nhattan for another coun-
try. But he is concerned 
that other governments 
would not be able to resist 
China’s demands to turn 
him over, Ragland said, 
adding that U.S. law enfor-
cement and intelligences 
agencies will participate in 
the coming asylum review 
process.

The White House has not 
commented on the mat-
ter. AP

detention.
The new law says foreign 

NGOs must not endanger 
China’s national security 
and ethnic unity and sub-
jects non-profit groups to 
close police supervision. 
It is seen by critics as the 
latest attempt by autho-
rities to clamp down on 
perceived threats to the 
ruling Communist Party’s 
control.

Relations between 
Taiwan and China have 
been near an all-time 
low since the election of 
Taiwanese President Tsai 
Ing-wen, whose Demo-
cratic Progressive Party 
has advocated Taiwan’s 
formal independence. 
China cut off contacts with 
Taiwan’s government in 
June, five months after 
Tsai was elected.

In a statement Saturday, 
the Taiwanese Cabinet’s 
Mainland Affairs Council 
urged Chinese authorities 
to “properly handle” Lee’s 
case and “quickly respond 
to the demands of our go-
vernment and people for 
Lee Ming-che’s safe return 
to Taiwan.” AP

Most-wanted Chinese 
tycoon applies for US 
political asylum

Wife: Taiwan activist may be 
forced to plead guilty 

Beijing looks at ending sales of gasoline cars
CHINA is joining France and 

Britain in announcing plans 
to end sales of gasoline and die-
sel cars.

China’s industry ministry is de-
veloping a timetable to end pro-
duction and sale of traditional 
fuel cars and will promote deve-
lopment of electric technology, 
state media on Sunday cited a 
Cabinet official as saying.

The reports gave no possi-
ble target date, but Beijing is 
stepping up pressure on auto-
makers to accelerate develop-
ment of electrics.

China is the biggest auto 
market by number of vehicles 
sold, giving any policy changes 
outsize importance for the global 
industry.

A deputy industry minister, 
Xin Guobin, said at an auto in-

dustry forum on Saturday his 
ministry has begun “research on 
formulating a timetable to stop 
production and sales of traditio-
nal energy vehicles,” according 
to the Xinhua News Agency and 
the Communist Party newspaper 
People’s Daily.

France and Britain announced 
in July they will stop sales of ga-
soline and diesel automobiles by 
2040 as part of efforts to reduce 
pollution and carbon emissions 
that contribute to global war-
ming.

Communist leaders also want 
to curb China’s growing appetite 
for imported oil and see electric 
cars as a promising industry in 
which their country can take an 
early lead.

China passed the United States 
last year as the biggest electric 

car market. Sales of electrics and 
gasoline-electric hybrids rose 50 
percent over 2015 to 336,000 
vehicles, or 40 percent of glo-
bal demand. U.S. sales totaled 
159,620.

The reports of Xin’s comments 
in the eastern city of Tianjin gave 
no other details about electric car 

policy but cited him as saying Bei-
jing plans to “elevate new energy 
vehicles to a new strategic level.”

Beijing has supported electric 
development with billions of 
dollars in research subsidies and 
incentives to buyers, but is swit-
ching to a quota system that will 
shift the financial burden to au-
tomakers.

Under the proposed quotas, 
electric and hybrid gasoline-elec-
tric vehicles would have to make 
up 8 percent of each automaker’s 
output next year, 10 percent in 
2019 and 12 percent in 2020. Au-
tomakers that fail to meet their 
target could buy credits from 
competitors that have a surplus.

Beijing has ordered state-ow-
ned Chinese power companies to 
speed up installation of charging 
stations to increase the appeal of 

electrics.
Chinese automaker BYD Auto, 

a unit of battery maker BYD Ltd., 
is the world’s biggest electric 
vehicle maker by number of uni-
ts sold. It sells gasoline-electric 
hybrid sedans and SUVs in Chi-
na and markets all-electric taxis 
and buses in the United States, 
Europe and Latin America as 
well as in China.

Volvo Cars, owned by China’s 
Geely Holding Group, announ-
ced plans this year to make elec-
tric cars in China for global sale 
starting in 2019.

General Motors Co., Volkswa-
gen AG and Nissan Motor Co. 
and others have announced they 
are launching or looking at joint 
ventures with Chinese partners 
to develop and manufacture 
electric vehicles in China. AP

Lee Ching-yu (left), wife of Taiwanese activist Lee Ming-Che, 
holds a press briefing before her trip to China
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Joe McDonald, Beijing 

FRANK Chen’s e-com-
merce business has no-
thing to do with politics 
but he worries it might be 

sunk by the Communist Party’s 
latest effort to control what the 
Chinese public sees online.

Chen’s 25-employee company 
sells clothes and appliances 
to Americans and Europeans 
through platforms including 
Facebook, one of thousands of 
websites blocked by China’s web 
filters. Chen reaches it using a 
virtual private network, but that 
window might be closing after 
Beijing launched a campaign in 
January to stamp out use of VPNs 
to evade its “Great Firewall.”

“Our entire business might be 
paralyzed,” said Chen by phone 
from the western city of Cheng-
du. Still, he added later in a text 
message, “national policy deser-
ves a positive response and we 
fully support it.”

The crackdown threatens to dis-
rupt work and study for millions 
of Chinese entrepreneurs, scien-
tists and students who rely on 
websites they can see only with a 
VPN. The technology, developed 
to create secure, encrypted links 
between computers, allows Chi-
nese web users to see a blocked 
site by hiding the address from 
government filters.

Astronomers and physicists use 
services such as Google Scholar 
and Dropbox, accessible only via 
VPN, to share research and stay 
in touch with foreign colleagues. 
Merchants use Facebook and 
other blocked social media to 
find customers. Students look for 
material in subjects from history 
to film editing on YouTube and 
other blocked sites.

Control over information is 
especially sensitive ahead of Oc-
tober’s twice-a-decade ruling 
party congress at which Presi-
dent Xi Jinping is due to be na-
med to a second five-year term as 
leader.

The VPN crackdown is part 
of a campaign to tighten politi-
cal control that activists say is 
the most severe since the 1989 
suppression of the Tiananmen 
Square pro-democracy move-
ment.

Dozens of activists and lawyers 
have been detained. A cyberse-
curity law that took effect in June 
tightens control on online data. 
Regulators have stepped up cen-
sorship of social media and video 
websites.

How many people might be af-
fected is unclear, but consumer 
research firm GlobalWebIndex 
said a survey of Chinese web sur-
fers this year found 14 percent 
use a VPN daily. If that percen-
tage holds for China’s total onli-
ne population of 731 million, it 
suggests the country might have 
as many as 100 million regular 
users.

Some 8.8 percent of people in 
the survey use VPNs to look at 
“restricted sites,” according to 
GlobalWebIndex. That would be 
equivalent to 65 million people, 
or the population of Britain.

Communist leaders encourage 
web use for business and educa-
tion. They want online commer-
ce to help transform China from 
a low-wage factory into a high-
tech consumer society. But they 
reject the notion of a borderless 
internet and free flow of infor-
mation.

Chinese web users without 
VPNs cannot see the most po-
pular global websites including 
Google and social media such as 
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube, 
as well as news outlets and hu-
man rights groups.

In the latest crackdown, regu-
lators say only government-au-
thorized VPNs will be allowed. 
The operator of a popular servi-
ce, Green VPN, told customers 
in June it had been ordered to 

close. Others shut down without 
warning.

“You have to leave a window for 
people, for those who need it,” 
said Wen Jian, a securities trader 
in Beijing.

Wen said he needs to find fi-
nancial information and Goo-
gle, accessible only with a VPN, 
is more effective than Chinese 
search engines. But his VPN quit 
working two months ago.

“As far as I know, some gover-
nment people use VPNs too,” 
said Wen, 27. “They read things 
abroad. Why can they have it and 
we cannot?”

The crackdown reflects Xi’s no-
tion of “internet sovereignty,” or 
Beijing’s absolute right to control 
what people can do and see on-
line.

Unauthorized VPNs already 
were banned but authorities 
appeared to ignore them, possi-
bly to avoid disrupting business 
or to defuse resistance among 
professionals and academics.

Government spokespeople re-
fuse to acknowledge any site is 
blocked, though researchers say 
they can see attempts to reach 
sites such as Google stopped 
within servers operated by sta-
te-owned China Telecom Ltd., 
which controls China’s links to 
the global internet.

Regulators have yet to say who 
will be allowed to use govern-
ment-licensed VPNs or what they 
can see. But a letter sent by China 
Telecom to some corporate cus-
tomers this year offers a hint: It 
says VPNs can link only to a com-
pany’s headquarters abroad and 

no other sites. It warns violators 
will lose access.

Until now, web controls have 
acted like a tax, allowing users to 
see blocked sites by paying for a 
VPN, according to Margaret E. 
Roberts, a political scientist at 
the University of California at 
San Diego.

“As VPNs become more diffi-
cult to access, it’s like the govern-
ment is raising the tax,” said Ro-
berts in an email. “If VPNs were 
illegal, we would expect a diffe-
rent calculation for those seeking 
access.”

In a sign of a more severe offi-
cial stance, a 26-year-old entre-
preneur who sold VPN service in 
Dongguan, near Hong Kong, was 
sentenced in March to nine mon-
ths in prison.

The agency in charge of the cra-
ckdown, the Cyberspace Admi-
nistration of China, and the Cabi-
net press office didn’t respond to 
questions sent by fax and email 
about what, if anything, the pu-
blic will be allowed to do with au-
thorized VPNs.

Chen, the online merchant, said 
he heard private companies mi-

ght be permitted but he has yet 
to apply.

The economic impact is un-
clear, but other Chinese data 
controls already are a drag on 
business.

The European Center for In-
ternational Political Economy 
estimated in 2014 curbs in effect 
or planned could cut economic 
growth by up to 1.1 percentage 
points. That would be equal to as 
much as $130 billion of lost acti-
vity in China’s $12 trillion-a-year 
economy.

“I asked some friends, and if a 
large number of VPNs are ban-
ned, then everyone’s response is 
there will be a big impact on their 
business,” Chen said.

Chinese leaders faced similar 
complaints after the “Great Fi-
rewall” was activated in 2002. 
It blocked access to Google, 
prompting an outcry from scien-
tists and businesspeople who 
needed to find research papers 
and commercial information.

Public complaints have been 
muted in part because Chinese 
companies have developed al-
ternatives to popular global ser-
vices.

Instead of Facebook and Twi-
tter, Chinese social media users 
have WeChat and Sina Weibo. 
Baidu Inc. provides Google-style 
search that complies with official 
censorship.

“I am pretty lazy,” said Hao Kai-
lin, a landscape designer in Bei-
jing who finds images online for 
work. “If it is too much trouble to 
look for pictures from prohibited 
websites, then I give up.” AP

Ever-tighter web controls  
jolt companies, scientists
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Computer users sit near a monitor display with a message from the Chinese police on the proper use of the Internet at an Internet cafe in Beijing
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OMuneeza Naqvi, Bangladesh 

ROHINGYA insurgents, who-
se attack on Myanmar security 

forces last month triggered savage 
military reprisals, declared a mon-
th-long truce yesterday as refugees 
continued to flood across the bor-
der into Bangladesh only to face 
scant basic resources, hunger and 
illness.

The Muslim insurgents of the 
Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army 
issued the truce statement on 
its Twitter account and urged 
Myanmar’s government to reci-
procate in order to assist all victims 
regardless of their background.

The government did not com-
ment immediately.

The rebels, who say they’re fi-
ghting to protect their minority 
members against government-s-
ponsored persecution, launched 
their first known attacks last Oc-
tober and again on Aug. 25. Accor-
ding to Rohingya refugees, the mi-
litary responded with indiscrimi-
nate killings, burning entire villa-
ges and forcing tens of thousands 
to flee. The government said most 
of the 400 dead were “terrorists.”

The U.N. said Saturday that 
an estimated 290,000 Rohin-
gya Muslims have arrived in the 

border district of Cox’s Bazar in 
just the last two weeks, joining at 
least 100,000 who were already 
there after fleeing earlier riots or 
persecution in Buddhist-majority 
Myanmar. The number was ex-
pected to swell further, with thou-
sands crossing the border each 
day.

Fights were erupting over food 
and water. Women and children 
were tapping on car windows or 
tugging at the clothes of passing 
reporters while rubbing their 
bellies and begging for food. Heal-
th experts warned of the potential 
for outbreaks of disease.

“More and more people are co-
ming,” said UNHCR spokeswo-
man Vivian Tan. With camps al-
ready “more than full,” the new ar-
rivals were setting up spontaneous 
settlements along roadsides or on 
any available patches of land.

Within the camps “we are trying 
our best, but it is very difficult be-
cause every day we are seeing new 
arrivals” with nowhere to go, Tan 
said.

Many of the newly arrived were 
initially stunned and traumatized 
after fleeing the violence. They are 
now growing desperate in sear-
ching for food distribution points 

that appeared only in recent days, 
passing out packets of biscuits and 
25-kilogram (55-pound) bags of 
rice.

One aid worker who asked not 
to be identified because they were 
not authorized to speak to the me-
dia said “stocks are running out” 
with the refugees’ needs far greater 
than what they had imagined. “It is 
impossible to keep up,” she said.

At one food distribution point, 
women were volunteering to help 
keep order by tapping people with 
bamboo sticks to gently urge them 
back in line. Weary women carried 
infants in their arms while clut-
ching other children to their sides, 
afraid they might be separated in 
the crowds.

One 40-year-old man, faint with 
hunger, collapsed while waiting 
and could not stand again on his 
own strength when others tried to 
help him up. They drizzled water 
between his lips in an attempt to 
revive him, to no avail.

At one camp, a mobile clinic set 
up for the first time Saturday had 
already seen 600 patients by the 
afternoon. Patients, mostly chil-
dren, were coming in with severe 
diarrhea, fungal skin infections, 
ear infections and high fever, said 
Nasima Yasmin, the director of the 

clinic run by a well-known Bangla-
desh health group.

Yasmin said their work was ba-
rely sufficient given the camp’s 
scale and requirements.

“We need deep tube wells so that 
there is clean water and people 
can clean themselves. Also toilets 
are needed,” she said, adding that 
the sheer number of newcomers 
raised fears of a serious outbreak 
of disease.

Refugee camps had already been 
filled to capacity before the in-
flux. Makeshift settlements were 
quickly appearing and expanding 
along roadsides, and the city of 
Cox’s Bazar — built to accommo-
date only 500,000 — was bursting 
at its seams.

There was an urgent need for 
more temporary shelters, Tan 
said. “We are seeing the mushroo-
ming of these very flimsy shelters 
that will not be able to house peo-
ple for too long,” she said.

The U.N. has asked Bangladesh 
authorities to make more land 
available so they can build new re-
lief camps.

The U.S. State Department said 
in a statement Saturday that it was 
“very concerned” about the situa-
tion and praised Bangladesh for its 
“generosity in responding to this 
humanitarian crisis.”

It’s not known how many Rohin-
gya remain in Rakhine state. Pre-
viously the population had been 
thought to be roughly 1 million. 
Journalists in Rakhine state saw 
active fires in areas Rohingya had 
abandoned, adding to doubts over 
government claims that Rohingya 
themselves were responsible for 
setting them. AP

Edith M. Lederer

NORTH Korea illegally 
exported coal, iron and 

other commodities worth 
at least USD270 million to 
China and other countries 
including India, Malaysia 
and Sri Lanka in the six-
month period ending in ear-
ly August in violation of U.N. 
sanctions, U.N. experts say.

The experts monitoring 
sanctions said in a report 
released Saturday that Kim 
Jong Un’s government con-
tinues to flout sanctions on 
commodities as well as an 
arms embargo and restric-
tions on shipping and finan-
cial activities.

They said North Korea is 
also reportedly continuing 
prohibited nuclear activities 
with weapons-grade fissile 
material production at the 
Yongbyon nuclear complex, 
construction and mainte-
nance at the Punggye-ri 
nuclear test site, and at a 
uranium mine in Pyongsan.

The eight-member panel of 
experts said it is also investi-
gating the widespread pre-
sence of North Koreans in 
Africa and the Middle East, 
particularly in Syria, “inclu-
ding their involvement in 

prohibited activities.”
The experts said one in-

quiry is into “reported 
prohibited chemical, ballis-
tic missile and conventional 
arms cooperation” between 
Syria and the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea, 
the country’s official name. 
They said this includes acti-
vities on Syrian Scud missile 
programs and “maintenan-
ce and repair of Syrian sur-
face-to-air missiles [SAM] 
air defense systems.”

The panel noted that two 
unnamed countries repor-
ted intercepting shipments 
destined for Syria. It did not 
identify the contents and 
said Syria has yet to respond 
to its inquiries.

The 111-page report was 
written before North Ko-
rea’s sixth and most power-
ful nuclear test last week and 
its latest launch of a power-
ful new intermediate-range 
ballistic missile over Japan.

It was made public two 
days before the United Sta-

tes has called for a vote on 
a new sanctions resolution. 
The original U.S. draft wou-
ld impose the toughest-ever 
sanctions on North Korea 
including banning all oil and 
natural gas exports to the 
country and freezing all fo-
reign financial assets of the 
government and its leader 
Kim Jong Un.

The experts said imple-
mentation of existing sanc-
tions “lags far behind what is 
necessary to achieve the core 
goal of denuclearization” of 
the Korean peninsula.

They blamed “lax enforce-
ment” of sanctions coupled 
North Korea’s “evolving 
evasion techniques” for un-
dermining the achievement 
of this goal which would see 
the North abandon all wea-
pons of mass destruction.

On the export of com-
modities — a key source of 
foreign exchange for the 
DPRK — the experts said 
that following China’s sus-
pension of coal imports 

from the North in February, 
the DPRK has been rerou-
ting coal to other countries 
including Malaysia and 
Vietnam.

“The panel’s investiga-
tions reveal that the DPRK 
is deliberately using indirect 
channels to export prohibi-
ted commodities, evading 
sanctions,” the report said.

The panel said imports of 
DPRK coal, iron and iron 
ore violate U.N. sanctions 
unless the countries have re-
ceived an exemption.

Between December 2016 
and May 2017, for example, 
the DPRK exported over 
$79 million of iron ore to 
China, the report said. And 
between October 2016 and 
May 2017, it exported iron 
and steel products to Egypt, 
China, France, India, Ire-
land and Mexico valued at 
USD305,713.

There are no exemptions 
for importing silver, copper, 
zinc, nickel and gold from 
the DPRK. And since De-

cember 2016, the experts 
said China, Sri Lanka, and 
India imported one or more 
of these minerals in viola-
tion of sanctions.

As for violations of the 
arms embargo, the panel 
said it was conducting inves-
tigations in Angola, Congo, 
Eritrea, Mozambique, Na-
mibia, Tanzania and Ugan-
da as well as Syria.

In Mozambique, for exam-
ple, the experts said they are 
looking into the reported 
supply of shoulder-laun-
ched surface-to-air missiles, 
air defense systems, other 
surface-to-air missiles and 
radar by a North Korean tra-
ding company. They are also 
investigating reports that 
the same company is repai-
ring and upgrading Tanza-
nia’s surface-to-air missile 
systems.

When it comes to finan-
cial sanctions, the panel 
said the DPRK continues 
to evade and violate them 
in a number of ways: Many 

DPRK financial institu-
tions maintain representa-
tives overseas who conduct 
transactions that facilitate 
prohibited programs; many 
foreign financial institutions 
wittingly or unwittingly 
provide banking services to 
DPRK front companies and 
others engaged in prohibi-
ted activities; and foreign 
investments in DPRK banks 
or joint ventures give those 
banks access to funding and 
the international financial 
system.

In addition, the experts 
said, “DPRK officials and 
entities have engaged in de-
ceptive financial practices, 
including opening multiple 
bank accounts in the same 
country and in neighboring 
countries in their own na-
mes, under family mem-
bers’ names, and in the na-
mes of front companies.”

As for shipping, the ex-
perts said the number of fo-
reign-flagged DPRK vessels 
has been “dramatically re-
duced” in response to U.N. 
sanctions. But they said 
North Korea “continued to 
hone its evasion tactics” by 
increasing the number of 
DPRK-flagged ships by a 
corresponding number. AP

MYANMAR

Rohingya rebels declare truce 
as desperation hits camps

UN experts: Pyongyang exported 
USD270m illegally recently

Kifawet Ullah is helped by other newly arrived Rohingya after he collapsed while 
waiting to have his token validated in order to collect a bag of rice distributed by 
aid agencies in Kutupalong
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JAPAN backed a U.S. push 
for the United Nations Se-
curity Council to vote today 
on fresh sanctions against 

North Korea, saying that Kim 
Jong Un’s nuclear program poses 
the most serious threat since Wor-
ld War II.

Defense Minister Itsunori Ono-
dera yesterday urged tougher 
sanctions including curbing oil su-
pplies to North Korea. He warned 
that the regime’s advances in mis-
sile technology are complicating 
Japan’s ability to intercept them. 

“Japan’s security environment 
including North Korea is increa-
singly grave - perhaps it’s the most 
serious state in the post-war pe-
riod,” Onodera told public broa-
dcaster NHK. “If North Korea- 
bound oil, mainly coming from 
China, decreases through pressure 
by the international community, it 
will be difficult for North Korea to 
operate its missile brigades.”

President Donald Trump’s admi-
nistration is pushing the Security 
Council to adopt a united stance 
as Kim gets closer to being able 
to strike the U.S. with a nuclear 
weapon. China and Russia, which 
can veto any UN measures, have 
expressed skepticism that tough 
sanctions will stop North Korea’s 
nuclear push and have pushed for 
peace talks.

German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel told German media outlet 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Sonnta-
gszeitung that she would “say yes 

immediately” if asked to participa-
te in a diplomatic initiative to end 
North Korea’s nuclear program. 
Germany took part alongside five 
UN veto powers in negotiations to 
restrain Iran’s nuclear program.

The U.S. has warned that time 
is running out to act. North Ko-
rea detonated its sixth and most 
powerful nuclear bomb last week, 
which it said was a hydrogen de-
vice. South Korea has detected 
moves that indicate it may soon 
launch another intercontinental 
ballistic missile.

Kim, who has said he won’t nego-
tiate unless the U.S. drops its “hos-

tile policies,” threw a banquet for 
nuclear scientists and technicians 
to celebrate the hydrogen bomb 
test, the official Korean Central 
News Agency reported yesterday.

North Korean state-run news-
paper Rodong Sinmun said in an 
editorial on Saturday that Pyon-
gyang was now a nuclear power 
and praised Kim for strengthening 
“defenses to protect the Korean 
peninsula from invasion.” KCNA 
said in a commentary also on Sa-
turday that the U.S. was resorting 
to sanctions and pressure rather 
than seeking talks.

The U.S. has circulated a draft 

resolution that would, aside from 
barring crude oil shipments to 
North Korea, ban the nation’s ex-
ports of textiles and prohibit em-
ployment of its guest workers by 
other countries, according to a di-
plomat at the world body. The pro-
posal, which also calls for freezing 
Kim’s assets, has been sent to the 
15 members of the Security Coun-
cil, the diplomat said.

The U.S. is willing to risk a veto of 
its proposal rather than see it wa-
tered down, according to a Securi-
ty Council diplomat who asked not 
to be identified while negotiations 
are ongoing.

A halt to oil exports is far from 
certain. While China and Russia 
have condemned Kim’s actions, 
they have said the ultimate goal 
needs to be to coax him to the ne-
gotiating table and avoid a war.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has said more sanctions 
wouldn’t work, while China is 
wary about cutting off Kim’s eco-
nomic lifeline to the point it risks 
collapsing his regime. China is 
North Korea’s main ally and by far 
its biggest trading partner, inclu-

ding for oil shipments. Observers 
have said Beijing might agree to 
just a partial, or temporary, oil ex-
ports ban.

China will support further UN 
action if it helps restart dialogue 
with North Korea, Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yi said last week.

On Thursday, Trump said it 
wasn’t inevitable that the U.S. 
would end up in a war with North 
Korea, but that military action re-
mained an option.

“I would prefer not going the 
route of the military, but it is some-
thing certainly that could happen,” 
Trump said in a press conference 
at the White House.

Itsunori Onodera on Sunday 
called on Japanese lawmakers to 
agree to the government’s request 
for a record defense budget next 
fiscal year. Tracking North Korean 
missiles is getting harder due to 
the increasing use of mobile lau-
nchers and submarines, as well 
as solid fuel that doesn’t require 
fueling on site, he said. Also, North 
Korea is shooting missiles to a hi-
gher altitude, making them harder 
to shoot them down. Bloomberg

Japan backs proposal to target 
North Korea’s oil supply 

Japanese Defense Minister Itsunori Onodera
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 The Tampa 
Bay area has 
not taken 
a direct hit 
from a major 
hurricane 
since 1921

Tamara Lush, Jay Reeves

ANNOUNCING it-
self with roaring 

130 mph winds, Hurri-
cane Irma plowed into 
the mostly emptied- 
out Florida Keys yes-
terday for the start of 
what could be a slow, 
ruinous march up 
the state’s west coast 
toward the Tampa-St. 
Petersburg area.

With an estimated 
70,000 huddling in 
shelters statewide, the 
storm lashed the low- 
lying string of islands 
with drenching rain 
and knocked out power 
to close to 400,000 
customers across the 
state.

About 30,000 people 
heeded orders to eva-
cuate the Keys as the 
storm closed in, but an 

untold number refused 
to leave, in part be-
cause to many storm- 
hardened residen-
ts, staying behind in 
the face of danger is a 
point of pride.

As of 8 a.m. EDT, the 
hurricane was cente-
red about 30 kilome-
ters southeast of Key 
West, moving nor-
thwest at 13 kph.

While the projected 
track showed Irma 
raking the state’s Gulf 
Coast, forecasters 
strongly warned that 
the entire Florida pe-
ninsula — including 
the Miami metropoli-
tan area of 6 million 
people — was in dan-
ger from the mons-
trous storm, 350 to 
400 miles wide.

Nearly 7 million peo-
ple in the Southeast 

were warned to get out 
of the storm’s path, in-
cluding 6.4 million in 
Florida alone.

As the hurricane’s eye 
approached the Keys 
yesterday, 60-year- 
old Carol Walterson 
Stroud and her family 
were huddled in a third- 
floor apartment at a 
senior center in Key 
West. “We are good so 
far,” she said in a text 
message just before 
5:30 a.m. “It’s blowing 
hard.”

Key West Police ur-
ged anyone riding out 
the storm in that city 
to “resist the urge” 
to go outside during 
the eye, the deceptive 
calm interlude in the 
middle of a hurricane. 
“Dangerous winds will 
follow quickly,” poli-
ce said in a Facebook 

post.
Irma was at one time 

the most powerful hur-

ricane ever recorded in 
the open Atlantic, with 
a peak wind speed of 
300 kph last week.

It left more than 20 
people dead across the 
Caribbean, and as it 
moved north over the 
Gulf of Mexico’s ba-
thtub-warm water of 
nearly 90 degrees, re-
gained strength.

Forecasters said Irma 
could hit the Tampa- 
St. Petersburg areas 
today. The Tampa Bay 
area has not taken a 
direct hit from a major 
hurricane since 1921, 
when its population 
was about 10,000, Na-
tional Hurricane Cen-
ter spokesman Den-
nis Feltgen said. Now 

around 3 million peo-
ple live there.

The governor activa-
ted all 7,000 members 
of the Florida Natio-
nal Guard, and 30,000 
guardsmen from el-
sewhere were on stan-
dby.

In the Orlando area, 
Walt Disney World, 
Universal Studios and 
Sea World all closed 
on Saturday. The Mia-
mi, Fort Lauderdale, 
Tampa and Orlando 
airports shut down.

Given its mammoth 
size and strength and 
its projected course, 
Irma could prove one 
of the most devasta-
ting hurricanes ever 
to hit Florida and in-
flict damage on a sca-
le not seen here in 25 
years.

Hurricane Andrew 
smashed into subur-
ban Miami in 1992 
with winds topping 165 
mph (265 kph), dama-
ging or blowing apart 
over 125,000 homes. 
The damage in Flori-
da totaled $26 billion, 
and at least 40 people 
died. AP

Deadly Hurricane Irma 
plows into the Florida Keys

HURRICANE Irma ripped roo-
fs off houses, collapsed bui-

ldings and flooded hundreds of 
miles of coastline as it raked Cuba’s 
northern coast after devastating is-
lands the length of the Caribbean 
in a trail of destruction that has left 
22 people dead so far.

There were no immediate reports 
of deaths in Cuba - a country that 
prides itself on its disaster prepare-
dness - but authorities were trying 
to restore power, clear roads and 
warning that people should stay off 
the streets of Havana because floo-
ding could continue into today.

Residents of “the capital should 
know that the flooding is going to 
last more than 36 hours, in other 
words, it is going to persist,” Civil 
Defense Col. Luis Angel Macareno 
said late Saturday, adding that the 
waters had reach at about 2,000 
feet (600 meters) into parts of Ha-
vana.

As Irma rolled in, Cuban soldiers 
went through coastal towns to force 
residents to evacuate, taking people 
to shelters at government buildings 
and schools — and even caves.

Video images from northern and 
eastern Cuba showed uprooted uti-
lity poles and signs, many downed 
trees and extensive damage to roo-
fs. Witnesses said a provincial mu-
seum near the eye of the storm was 
in ruins. And authorities in the city 
of Santa Clara said 39 buildings 
collapsed.

More than 5,000 tourists were 
evacuated from the keys off Cuba’s 
north-central coast, where the go-
vernment has built dozens of resor-
ts in recent years.

Civil Defense official Gregorio 
Torres said authorities were trying 
to tally the extent of the damage in 
eastern Cuba, home to hundreds of 
rural communities.

In Caibarien, a small coastal city 
about 320 kilometers east of Hava-
na, winds downed power lines and 
a three-block area was under wa-
ter. Many residents had stayed put, 
hoping to ride out the storm.

Before slamming into Cuba, Irma 
had caused havoc in lush Cari-
bbean resorts such as St. Martin, 
St. Barts, St. Thomas, Barbuda and 
Anguilla.

Cuba surveys toppled houses
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MEXICO was hit by its 
strongest earthquake 
in more than a cen-
tury, killing dozens 

of people in southern states and 
shaking buildings in the capital.

The tremor revived memories of 
a 1985 earthquake in Mexico City 
that killed thousands, though ear-
ly indications were that last night’s 
quake, which struck off the Pacific 
coast hundreds of miles south of 
the capital, hasn’t caused fatalities 
on that scale. 

Emergency crews yesterday re-
covered the body of a police officer 
buried in rubble, raising to 65 the 
death toll from this week’s 8.1-mag-
nitude earthquake.

The biggest death toll so far was in 
Oaxaca state, where homes collap-
sed and the nation’s largest refinery 
was shut down for some time.

Government cargo planes flew in 
supplies and troops began distri-
buting boxes of food to jittery sur-
vivors of an earthquake that des-
troyed a large part of Juchitan and 
killed at least 37 people there.

Some people continued to sleep 
outside, fearful of more collapses, 
as strong aftershocks continued to 
rattle the town, including a mag-
nitude 5.2 jolt yesterday. Some 
prompted rescue workers to pause 
in their labor.

Local officials said they had coun-
ted nearly 800 aftershocks of all si-
zes since late Thursday’s big quake, 
and the U.S. Geological Survey 

counted nearly 60 with a magnitu-
de of 4.5 or greater.

Teams of soldiers and federal 
police armed with shovels and sle-
dgehammers fanned out across 
neighborhoods in Juchitan to help 
demolish damaged buildings. 
Dump trucks choked some narrow 
streets as they began hauling away 
the many tons of rubble.

Maria de Lourdes Quintana Lo-
pez said she couldn’t wait for the 
government’s assistance as she 
oversaw the demolition of her fa-
mily candy business’ warehouse.

“We have to work so that we’re 
not overcome with sadness,” Quin-
tana said. “We’re not going to wait 
for the government to do what it 
has to do.”

The 8.1 magnitude earthquake 
claimed 65 lives in Mexico, but 
nowhere more than Juchitan.

There were so many deaths that 
slow-moving funeral processions 
caused temporary gridlock at inter-
sections as they converged on the 
city’s cemeteries.

Scenes of mourning were repea-
ted over and over again in Juchitan, 

where a third of the city’s homes 
collapsed or were uninhabitable, 
President Enrique Pena Nieto said 
late Friday. Part of the city hall 
collapsed.

On the outskirts of the city, the ge-
neral hospital settled into its tem-
porary home — a school gymna-
sium with gurneys parked atop the 
basketball court. The earthquake 
rendered the hospital itself uninha-
bitable, so the gym contained a mix 
of patients that pre-dated the quake 
and those who suffered injuries as a 
result of it.

Maria Teresa Sales Alvarez said it 

was “chaos” when the earthquake 
struck the single-story hospital, 
but staff moved patients outside 
and transferred most of those who 
required specialized care to other 
facilities.

Selma Santiago Jimenez waved 
flies away from her husband and 
mopped his brow while he awaited 
transfer for surgery. He suffered 
injuries in a motorcycle accident 
before the earthquake. Windows 
broke and doors fell in the hospital, 
but staff quickly helped get her hus-
band out, she said.

In addition to the deaths in Ju-

chitan, the quake killed nine other 
people in Oaxaca and 19 in nei-
ghboring states. Two others died in 
a mudslide in the Gulf coast state of 
Veracruz after Hurricane Katia hit 
late Friday.

Pena Nieto said authorities were 
working to re-establish supplies of 
water and food and provide medi-
cal attention to those who need it. 
He vowed the government would 
help rebuild.

At the local fairgrounds in Juchi-
tan, about two dozen residents of a 
central neighborhood gathered at 
the gates to what the military was 
using as a staging ground.

They came to complain that aid 
packages that the military started 
distributing Saturday had not arri-
ved to many families. An army cap-
tain pleaded for patience, but ulti-
mately agreed to take two pickups 
full of packages and water to their 
neighborhood.

It wasn’t enough to satisfy all the 
residents who mobbed the trucks, 
but the captain promised soldiers 
would continue canvassing the city 
street by street. MDT/Agencies 

Strongest quake in century 
hits Mexico, at least 65 dead 

A view of a partially collapsed hotel in Matias Romero, Oaxaca state
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Small City StorieS: memorieS and 
aneCdoteS from the three lampS
time: 12pm-9pm
Until: September 27, 2017
admiSSion: Free
VenUe: Ox Warehouse, intersection of Av. Coronel 
Mesquita and Av. do Almirante Lacerda 
enqUirieS: (853) 2853 0026  

WhateVer yoU make, make it yoUrS - 14th 
anniVerSary exhibition
time: 2pm-7pm
Until: September 23, 2017
VenUe: Creative Macau (G/F Macau Cultural Centre 
Building)
admiSSion: Free
enqUirieS: (853) 2875 3282

ConStellation - WorkS by niColaS 
delaroChe 
time: 10am-9pm 
Until: October 8, 2017 
VenUe: Tap Seac Gallery 
admiSSion: Free 
enqUirieS: (853) 2836 6866

a promenade in the Small City: an 
illUStration exhibition of the maCaU 
CUltUral and CreatiVe map 
time: 11am-10pm 
Until: December 31, 2017 
VenUe: Lakeside Gallery, Anim’Arte 
admiSSion: Free 
enqUirieS: (853) 2836 6866

this day in history

Egypt on Saturday announced the discovery in the southern 
city of Luxor of a pharaonic tomb belonging to a royal goldsmith 
who lived more than 3,500 years ago and whose work was de-
dicated to the ancient Egyptian god Amun.

The tomb, located on the west bank of the river Nile in a ce-
metery for noblemen and top officials, is a relatively modest dis-
covery, but one that authorities have announced with a great 
deal of fanfare in a bid to boost the country’s slowly recovering 
tourism industry.

“We want tomorrow’s newspapers to speak about Egypt and 
make people want to come to Egypt,” Antiquities Minister Kha-
led el-Anani told reporters, reflecting the country’s desperate 
need to revitalize tourism.

El-Anani said the tomb was not in good condition, but con-
tained a partially damaged sandstone statue of the goldsmith, 
named Amenemhat, and his wife. Between the couple stands a 
smaller figure of one of their sons.

The tomb has two burial shafts, one of which was likely dug to 
bury the mummies of the goldsmith and his wife. It also contai-
ned wooden funerary masks and a collection of statues of the 
couple, according to a ministry statement. Three mummies were 
found in the shaft.

It said a second shaft contained a collection of sarcophagi from 
the 21st and 22nd dynasties.

The tomb belonged to the 18th pharaonic dynasty when Amun 
was the most powerful deity. It was discovered by Egyptian ar-
cheologists, something that a senior official at the Antiquities 
Ministry hailed as evidence of their growing professionalism and 
expertise.

“We used to escort foreign archeologists as observers, but 
that’s now in the past. We are the leaders now,” said Mustafa 
Waziri, the ministry’s chief archaeologist in Luxor.

 Offbeat
egypt announces discovery of 
3,500-years old tomb in luxor

The United States is in a state of shock after a day of 
attacks which have left thousands dead and New York’s 
World Trade Center destroyed. The Pentagon was also 
severely damaged by one of the three civilian airliners 
which hijackers turned into flying bombs. A fourth plane 
crashed in a field near Pittsburgh.

A state of emergency has been declared in Washin-
gton D.C. and the US has closed its airspace and its 
borders with Mexico and Canada. American forces are 
on one of their highest states of alert and the Pentagon 
has deployed a naval battle group off the country’s east 
coast to bolster air defenses.

American Airlines Flight 11 was hijacked at 0825 Eas-
tern Daylight Time (1225 GMT) and 18 minutes later 
crashed into the north tower of the World Trade Center. 
United Airlines Flight 175 - which had been hijacked 
within minutes of the first plane - was flown into the 
south tower at 0903 EDT (1303 GMT) causing another 
devastating explosion.

The second crash was captured live on news came-
ras trained on the burning north tower. At 0940 EDT 
(1340 GMT) a third hijacked airliner - American Airlines 
Flight 77 - was flown into the side of the Pentagon in 
Washington.

An hour after the Boeing 767 slammed into the south 
tower of the World Trade Center the 110-storey buil-
ding collapsed. The north tower followed minutes later, 
compounding the destruction and loss of life. Witnes-
ses reported seeing people jumping from the towers 
just before they collapsed.

President Bush was reading to pupils at a Flori-
da school when his chief of staff whispered news of 
the attacks to him. He was flown to the US Strategic 
Command Centre at Nebraska - where the country’s 
nuclear weapons are controlled - but is now on his way 
back to Washington.

He is expected to address the nation later this eve-
ning. New York mayor Rudy Giuliani said the final num-
ber of dead may be “more than any of us can bear”.

Courtesy BBC News

2001 us rocked by day of terror

in context
The final number of people killed in the suicide attacks on 11 September 
was about 3,000. 
It took almost nine months to clear the millions of tons of rubble at 
“Ground Zero” where the World Trade Center had stood. 
The biggest criminal investigation in history quickly identified the hijack-
ers, and linked them to al-Qaeda - the Islamic militant group set up by 
Osama Bin Laden. 
President Bush declared a worldwide war on terror, and on 8 October the 
United States and Britain hit targets in Afghanistan, where Bin Laden was 
believed to be hiding. 
The regime in Afghanistan fell quickly in the face of American military 
might, but Osama Bin Laden remained at large for years. 
President Bush extended his global campaign against terror to Iraq in 
March 2003, when a coalition dominated by US and UK forces invaded. 

cineteatro
7 sep -  13 sep

OBERDRIVE
room 1
2:30,  4:30pm
room 2
7:30pm
Director: Antonio Negret
Starring: Scott Eastwood, Freddie Thorp, Ana de Armas    
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 93min

WOLF WARRIOR II
room 1
7:15, 9:30pm
Director: Jason Wu
Starring: Jason Wu, Qian Yu, Nan Yu    
Language: Putonghua (Chinese & English)
Duration: 126min

IT
room 2
2:15, 4:45, 9:30pm
Director: Andres Muschietti
Starring:   Bill Skarsgård, Jaeden Lieberher, Finn Wolfhard     
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 135min

DANGAL
room 3
2:30, 6:00, 9:00pm
Director: Nitesh Tiwari
Starring:  Aamir Khan, Sakshi Tanwar, Fatima Sana Shaikh     
Language: Hindi (Chinese & English)
Duration: 164min

12:50
13:00
13:30
14:50
15:00
19:10
19:40
20:25
20:30
21:00
21:10
22:10
22:50
23:00
23:30
00:20
00:55

AL Elections Campaign
TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
AL Elections Campaign
RTPi Live    
The Cariocas (Repeated)   
Soap Opera
Camilo Pessanha 150 years   
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
AL Elections Campaign
Miscellaneous
The Cariocas - Premier    
AL Elections Campaign
TDM News    
Miscellaneous
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live 
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ACROSS: 1- Actress Hatcher; 5- Flat-topped hills; 10- Caesar and others; 14- As 
previously given, in footnotes; 15- MetLife competitor; 16- Fleece; 17- Pronto!; 18- 
Outfit anew; 19- New Rochelle college; 20- Venerate; 22- Infinite time; 24- Prince 
Valiant’s wife; 25- Was merciful to; 26- Golden Rule word; 28- Troy story; 32- Garage 
sale sign; 35- Gotcha!; 37- Discomfort; 38- Stage signal; 39- Mineral used as a gem; 
41- Student stat; 42- Mother of Calcutta; 45- ___-Wan Kenobi was a character in 
“Star Wars”; 46- Cap’n’s underling; 47- “Goodnight” girl; 48- Meat-grading org.; 50- 
Bigot; 54- Lees; 58- Parting word; 61- Alight from a ship; 62- Autobahn auto; 63- 
Lunar valley; 65- Juan’s water; 66- Iranian coin; 67- Actor Ryan; 68- Circus structure; 
69- Sounds of relief; 70- Disney deer; 71- Harper’s Bazaar illustrator;
 
DOWN: 1- Jewelled crown worn by women; 2- Ford flop; 3- Steal, ransack; 4- 
Stimulus; 5- Stable female; 6- A really big shoe?; 7- Throat bug; 8- Singer Baker; 
9- More wise; 10- Cheat; 11- ___ Arabian 
Nights; 12- “___ you dare!”; 13- Kill; 
21- Operated; 23- Bit attachment; 25- 
Manhattan neighborhood; 27- Cheerio!; 
29- “Othello” villain; 30- Snakes; 31- 
Official with a list; 32- Broadway opening; 
33- Plaintiff; 34- Able was ___...; 36- GI’s 
address; 37- Israeli guns; 40- Adjoin; 43- 
Registers; 44- Actor Connery; 46- Bearded; 
49- HST’s successor; 51- Chocolate 
substitute; 52- One of Chekhov’s “Three 
Sisters”; 53- “The Crucible” setting; 55- 
Enthusiastic; 56- Hog sound; 57- Take 
to the ice; 58- Marsh bird; 59- Capital of 
Western Samoa; 60- Slangy assent; 61- 
Where heroes are made; 64- Test area; 

THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS
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Friday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINA

WORLD

14
10
12
10
15

cloudy
drizzle
drizzle
drizzle

cloudy/clear

21
9
22
15
18
10
20
21
17
23
25
24
26
27
26
28

28
22
29
26
26
22
31
26
21
29
33
27
33
33
33
32

22
18
17
16
21

overcast/shower
clear/thundershower

overcast
clear

drizzle/cloudy
thundershower/cloudy

overcast/cloudy
heavy rain

drizzle/moderate rain
overcast/moderate rain

overcast/drizzle
drizzle
cloudy
cloudy

thundershower
cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
It’s not ordinarily in your nature 
to spend time sniffling, pouting or 
thinking about what might have 
been. You’re much better at getting 
things done, whether you’re in the 
mood for it or not.

April 20-May 20
Take a break from working on your 
home. You’ve earned it. It’s time to 
concentrate on something far more 
fun: that immensely intriguing 
person you haven’t stopped thinking 
about for days. 

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
If anyone can cheer someone 
up, it’s you. You’re a natural-
born clown, with a philosophical 
streak a mile wide that allows you 
to understand the motivations of 
others.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
That work situation you’ve been 
dwelling on? You’ll be dwelling 
on it for the next few weeks, but 
that doesn’t mean you should 
allow it to completely absorb 
you.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Oddly enough, you’re thinking about 
a total emotional commitment at 
the moment. The thing is, you’re not 
quite ready to say those words out 
loud. You are ready, however, to let 
your intentions be known via safer.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
If you’re struck by someone, be it 
intellectually or emotionally, it will be 
impossible to resist responding to that 
feeling in a great big way. If you’re not 
sure about your feelings, you might 
listen to that voice in your head.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Your curiosity is especially strong 
now. That doesn’t mean you’ll get 
into trouble for it, but you may 
find that your friends and your 
sweetheart are a bit taken aback by 
all those questions.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
This could be a tricky day - the 
kind that starts out deceptively 
quiet and ends up being absolutely 
crazy, thanks to a longtime friend 
who’s feeling a little out of sorts at 
the moment. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You have one more day left of your 
relaxing times, and if you’re smart 
- which, legend has it, you most 
certainly are - you’ll spend it letting 
go of whatever was bothering you 
last week. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
When one last haphazard event comes 
along, instead of getting upset about it, 
you’ll get through it with a genuine smile 
on your face. And if anyone asks, you’ll 
have to admit you really were looking 
forward to a little bit more excitement.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
The devil and the deep blue sea 
- take your pick. Under most 
unusual circumstances, you may 
bump into someone today who 
seems to be a representative 
from both.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You’re trying to decide whether 
to listen to your gut or ask for 
advice from a professional you’ve 
always trusted. If you don’t feel 
comfortable with their counsel 
once it’s delivered.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Rob Harris, London 

LIVERPOOL went from 
dishing out a humiliation 
to being on the receiving 
end of one.

A 5-0 loss at Manchester City 
on Saturday handed Juergen 
Klopp his biggest loss in two 
years managing Liverpool. And it 
quickly punctured the optimism 
gathering around their English 
Premier League title challenge 
following a 4-0 victory over Ar-
senal before the international 
break.

Four of City’s goals against Li-
verpool came after Sadio Mane 
was sent off for a high challenge 
that forced goalkeeper Ederson 
off injured in Manchester.

“I am not concerned in the long 
term,” Klopp said. “It was hard 
for the boys but I don’t look for 
excuses.”

Jose Mourinho did after Man-
chester United’s winning start 
ended in a 2-2 draw at Stoke, 
referencing the World Cup quali-
fiers over the last two weeks.

“My players, after the interna-
tional break, are not the same,” 
Mourinho said.

Chelsea’s only setback so far 
came in an opening-day loss. The 
champions have been on the up 
since then, and a third successi-
ve victory was secured with a 2-1 
victory over Leicester.

Arsenal quickly recovered from 
its misery at Anfield by beating 
Bournemouth 3-0. Danny Wel-
beck scored twice and Alexandre 
Lacazette also netted to leave the 
south-coast team winless after 
four games.

A couple of goal droughts en-
ded. Brighton scored its first 
top-flight goals in 34 years in a 
3-1 victory over West Bromwich 

Albion.
Harry Kane, the league’s top 

scorer last season, is off the mark 
as well for the campaign. The 
Tottenham striker netted twi-
ce in a 3-0 win at Everton , and 
Christian Eriksen also found the 
target.

Southampton’s unbeaten start 
was halted by a 2-0 loss to Wa-
tford.

CITY SURGE
Pep Guardiola’s side finally 

produced the type of imposing 
attacking display missing this 
season.

And the opening goal was a 
landmark one for Sergio Ague-
ro. The Argentine striker’s 
124th Premier League goal since 
joining City from Atletico Madrid 
in 2011 made him the highest 
scoring non-European player in 
the competition’s history.

“Sergio is crazy about the goal,” 
compatriot Nicolas Otamendi 
said. “He’s always in the right 
place at the right time.”

And it came when the game was 
still 11 vs. 11. The City surge came 
after Mane received red.

Gabriel Jesus netted City’s se-
cond in first-half stoppage time 

and again eight minutes into the 
second half. The Brazil forward 
was then substituted and his re-
placement, Sane, grabbed two 
goals as well.

“If City takes too much confi-
dence from this game today, they 
make a mistake,” Klopp said. “If 
we lose too much confidence be-
cause of this game we make also 
a mistake.”

CHELSEA CONDEMNA-
TION

Chelsea had to single out its 
own fans for criticism after the 
reigning champions beat 2016 

title winner Leicester. Some fans 
sang an anti-Semitic lyric about 
London rival Tottenham while 
celebrating Alvaro Morata, who 
headed in Chelsea’s first goal.

N’Golo Kante also scored 
against former club Leicester.

UNITED FRUSTRATED
United had scored 10 goals 

without reply in opening the tit-
le challenge with three wins. A 
reality check came with a trip to 
Stoke where Arsenal has already 
lost this season.

Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting 
became the first player to score 
against United this season. The 
Cameroon forward’s opener was 
canceled out by Marcus Rash-
ford in first-half stoppage time. 
After Romelu Lukaku put United 
in front, Choupo-Moting headed 
in Stoke’s equalizer in the 63rd 
minute.

“Stoke are big, strong and 
powerful in the air,” Mourinho 
said. “They fought hard and pro-
bably deserved a point.”

And yet there wasn’t a post-ma-
tch handshake with Stoke coun-
terpart Mark Hughes.

“I offered my hand but Jose 
didn’t want to take it,” Hughes 
said. “Maybe he was upset about 
the result. The top managers 
don’t like it when they get the 
bad results. I have to get used to 
it sometimes.” AP

Rizwan Ali

PAKISTAN is prepa-
ring to show the cricke-

ting world that it’s safe to 
play international matches 
in the country by staging a 
three-match Twenty20 in-
ternational series against 
a World XI in Lahore next 
week.

Only Zimbabwe has tou-
red Pakistan — for a short 
limited-overs series two 
years ago — since terrorists 
attacked a Sri Lanka team 
bus in Lahore in 2009.

The World XI tour is a 
major breakthrough for 
the Pakistan Cricket Board, 
which had been working to 
attract international cri-
cket to the country.

Since 2009 Pakistan has 
played most of its home 
matches in the United Arab 
Emirates and also staged 
two editions of its premier 
domestic T20 tournament 
— the Pakistan Super Lea-

gue — in the UAE.
The successful hosting 

of the PSL final at Lahore 
earlier this year gave the 
PCB enough confidence 
to schedule a T20 series 
against the World XI in 
collaboration with the In-
ternational Cricket Coun-
cil.

Led by South Africa’s 
Faf du Plessis, the star-s-
tudded World XI inclu-
des West Indies’ World 
Twenty20 winning captain 
Darren Sammy, who also 
competed in the PSL final 
for Peshawar Zalmi, New 
Zealand’s Grant Elliott, 
Australia’s Tim Paine, En-
gland’s Paul Collingwood, 
Bangladesh’s Tamim Iqbal 
and Sri Lanka’s Thisara 
Perera.

“These might be baby 
steps before some giant 
steps are taken. For now, 
let’s back this to the hilt,” 
former Pakistan test cri-
cketer and now television 

commentator Ramiz Raja 
said.

“Everyone is here and 
they realize that they are 
part of a greater cause, and 
they have accepted they 
are part of something more 
important than just them-
selves,” Sammy added on 
Saturday in Dubai where 
the World XI players are 
assembled before flying to 
Lahore late Sunday night.

“It is important that the 
passionate Pakistan fans 
get to experience interna-
tional cricket in their coun-
try,” Sammy said.

The PCB has high hopes 
for the series. It has alrea-
dy scheduled a Twenty20 
international against Sri 
Lanka in October, subject 
to security clearance, and 
a three-match T20 series 
against the West Indies in 
November is also in the pi-
peline.

Both federal and Punjab 
provincial government 

have promised foolproof 
security for the World XI. 
Several thousand of securi-
ty officials are expected to 
be deployed over the next 
five days and spectators 
have to stand in long lines 
at several security che-
ckpoints before entering 
the Gaddafi Stadium.

“I am not worried about 
these security checkpoin-
ts, I am more excited that 
on Tuesday doors of in-
ternational cricket will be 
opened in Pakistan,” said 
Mohammad Abdullah, a 
college student.

Hundreds of fans were 
turned away on Sunday af-
ter the cheapest $5 tickets 
had sold out, leaving only 
the premium $60 and $80 
seats still available for the 
three games.

Despite playing its home 
matches abroad, Pakistan 
rose to the top of the test 
rankings last year and also 
won the Champions Tro-

phy.
“This series could not 

have been better timed,” 
another former test cap-
tain and fast bowler Waqar 
Younis said.

“Pakistan produced a 
superb performance by 
winning the ICC Cham-
pions Trophy and the 
players deserve the oppor-

tunity to display their class 
at home venues.”

The Pakistan cricket team 
held a short training camp 
in Lahore. Fast bowler 
Mohammad Amir is a dou-
bt for the series as he re-
mains with his wife in En-
gland where the couple are 
expecting the birth of their 
first child next week. AP

EPL

Man City routs Liverpool 5-0, 
perfect Man United start ends

Pakistan ready for return of international cricket

A Pakistani security personnel stands guard during a net practice by 
Pakistani cricket players for the upcoming World XI series at Gaddafi 
stadium in Lahore

Manchester City’s Leroy Sane celebrates after scoring his side’s 5th goal
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PAKISTAN Police say at 
least 12 people, including 
women and children, have 
drowned at a beach near 
the port city of Karachi 
after being swept away 
by strong waves in the 
Arabian sea.

ISRAEL-LEBANON Israeli 
jets have flown low over 
the southern Lebanese 
city of Sidon, causing at 
least one sonic boom. 
Lebanon’s Foreign Ministry 
said Saturday it was filing a 
complaint against Israel at 
the U.N. Security Council 
for violating its national 
airspace to strike targets 
inside Syria.

EU-TURKEY Greek Prime 
Minister Alexis Tsipras 
says ending European 
Union accession talks 
with Turkey, as German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
has proposed, would be 
“a tactical and strategic 
mistake.” Tspiras is urging 
continued engagement 
with Turkey, despite the 
authoritarian leanings of 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan.

ITALY Torrential rain in Italy 
triggered flooding that 
killed at least six people 
yesterday in the Tuscan 
port of Leghorn, including 
a family of four who were 
trapped by rising water 
in a basement. Two other 
people were reported 
missing.

BRITAIN Former Prime 
Minister Tony Blair is not 
giving up his campaign 
to prevent Britain from 
leaving the European 
Union, using a Sunday 
Times article to propose 
that Britain instead 
toughen its rules on EU 
immigration.

MEXICO Emergency 
crews in Mexico have 
recovered the body of a 
police officer buried in 
rubble, raising to 65 the 
death toll from last week’s 
8.1-magnitude earthquake. 
More on p15

URUGUAY’s vice president 
resigned Saturday amid 
allegations of corruption 
stemming from purported 
credit-card misuse during 
his tenure as head of state 
oil company ANCAP.
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BUZZ
THE New Moscow park briNgs 

‘wilderNess’ to the city ceNter
With a visit from President Vladi-

mir Putin, Moscow has inaugurated 
an innovative 13-hectare park that 
mimics features of Russia’s landsca-
pe on land where a notoriously unsi-
ghtly hotel once sprawled.

The Zaryadye Park’s opening Sa-
turday came as part of observances 
commemorating Moscow’s 870th 
anniversary. The park includes arti-
ficial micro-climate areas with plan-
ts representing Russia’s steppes, 

tundra, wetlands and forests.
The site, about 200 meters east of 

the Kremlin along the Moscow Ri-
ver, once held the immense Rossiya 
Hotel, a 1960s Soviet hulk that once 
was the world’s largest hotel with 
some 3,000 rooms.

The new park was designed by 
the American architecture practice 
Diller Scofidio and Renfro, which 
called the park’s concept “wild urba-
nism.”

opinion

Smear tacticS

Why we are not surprised a jot that the hyper- 
regulated campaign for the September 17th 
Legislative Elections could not limit itself to the 
realm of low politics and just had to switch to pro-
fanity and dirty politics. Perhaps we could borrow 
an explanation from the science of thermodyna-
mics…perhaps!

Lawmakers Song Pek Kei and Pereira Coutinho 
were taking part in a recorded TDM debate, when, 
suddenly, and forgive us the dramatic note, the 
head of List 8 descended into a gutter attack on 
the veteran New Hope leader. Mrs Song went at 
Coutinho’s jugular accusing him of being unable 
or unfit to keep his family affairs in order. There’s 
no need for the above-mentioned science of ther-
modynamics to guess the legislator was referring 
to the fact that Pereira Coutinho’s two sons were 
jailed in December on suspicion of trafficking 
cannabis in the MSAR.

Even if Song Pek Kei had merely brandished 
her colleague’s unfortunate family circumstan-
ces, it would have been rather unacceptable. 
But she went further to diminish Coutinho: “if one 
cannot handle family affairs, then how can one 
lead so many people in the whole of society?” 

That is to say, she went one step beyond, to 
the utterly unacceptable antics of guilt by asso-
ciation. Granted, Song Pek Kei did not associate 
Coutinho with any god forbidden felony… but she 
went further with a crooked syllogism to demons-
trate that Coutinho is unfit to hold position. At this 
stage, usually, one is obliged to refer to the han-
ging Pandora’s Box.

First, what will the Electoral Affairs Commission 
do about Song Pek Kei’s decision to resort to the 
out-of-bounds personal issues in her smear cam-
paign? Second, what will CAEAL do if this episo-
de develops into a copy-cat wave of debasement 
of candidates?

One just has to wonder how many situations 
could be addressed through Song Penk Kei’s 
antics! 

Seasoned legislator Pereira Coutinho took it 
upon himself to readily handle the episode by 
labelling Song’s performance as reminiscent of 
the Cultural Revolution “where three generations 
have to be held accountable for (a crime)?” This 
is a peculiar tool for high political purposes, not 
for the stock of low politics involved here… late 
Lu Ping called the last Hong Kong colonial gover-
nor Chris Patten a “sinner for a thousand years”. 
The rest is history.

Coutinho knows all too well how to sail through 
the fishy waters of local politics. Step by step, 
that is to say vote by vote, the number one on 
the New Hope ticket fights for a doable agenda 
and the non-doable agenda. The former refers 
to social services and welfare, and the latter the 
trade union law and related legislation. More than 
this… Coutinho keenly feels the zeitgeist of the 
replacement for non-welcome democratic deve-
lopment with the non-developing political system.

How was Coutinho to overcome the unwritten 
taboo on democracy in general and at the same 
time be at ease with himself as a candidate to the 
Legislative Assembly? That is simply by saying 
that the legislative body is supposed to pass laws 
and examine the work of the executive branch.

Probably facing the same dilemma, Civic Wat-
ch’s Agnes Lam when questioned by MDT candi-
dly replied: we have to have one seat. 

P.S. One final note about the ordeal New Macau 
Association is living in the virtual world. NMA has 
been assaulted online by rumors, allegations, fal-
se stories, and fake news. Interim departed pro-
democracy powerhouse Jason Chao was wise 
and prophetic when he warned about “big data”. 
Watch out for legislation to be put into place be-
cause of the Hato disaster!

Rear Window
Severo Portela

Jill Lawless, Sian Watson

GUILLERMO del Toro’s 
monster thriller “The 

Shape of Water” took top pri-
ze at the Venice Film Festival 
on Saturday, capping an 11-
day event where the demons 
of social division and envi-
ronmental disaster loomed 
large on the screen.

Del Toro was named winner 
of the Golden Lion by a jury 
headed by U.S. actress Annet-
te Bening, beating contenders 
including George Clooney’s 
“Suburbicon” and Alexander 
Payne’s “Downsizing.”

The Mexican director said 
his victory sent a message to 
“remain pure and stay with 
your faith, in whatever you 
have faith in.”

“In my case, it’s monsters,” 
said the 52-year-old direc-
tor of films rich in demons 
and other fantastical creatu-
res, including “Hellboy” and 
“Pan’s Labyrinth.”

“I have never been a spor-
tsman and this feels like 
running the marathon and 
winning,” del Toro said after 
collecting the trophy. “This 
movie took six years to get 
made, so after six years this is 
the beginning of getting the-
re and feeling the reward and 
the love of an audience — in 
this case the love of a jury and 
of a festival.”

The victory gives imme-
diate awards-season mo-
mentum to “The Shape of 
Water,” the story of a mute 
young woman, played by 
Sally Hawkins, who falls for 
a mysterious sea creature 
being held at a high-security 
lab. Many viewers in Venice 
fell for the movie’s audacious 
mix of genres: It’s a monster 
movie, a Cold War thriller, 
social-issues drama and 
even, at times, a musical.

Del Toro said his win was a 
vindication for monster mo-
vies, science fiction and other 
sometimes-derided cinema 
genres.

“This is a beautiful encou-
ragement, a beautiful act of 
love, and I think it is some-
thing very necessary,” he told 
reporters. “It’s about time 
that we understand that you 
cannot only legitimize cer-
tain genres” and not others.

The 74th edition of the wor-
ld’s oldest film festival brou-
ght stars including Clooney, 
Matt Damon and Jennifer 
Lawrence to the canal-cros-
sed Italian city’s lush Lido 
island.

Del Toro’s film was one 
of several in the lineup that 
looked anxiously at huma-
nity’s treatment of the Earth 
and one another.

Similar concerns showed 
up in the small-town rage 
depicted in Martin McDona-
gh’s “Three Billboards Ou-
tside Ebbing Missouri”; in 
the spiritual agonies of Paul 
Schrader’s eco-drama “First 
Reformed”; in the migran-
ts fleeing war, drought and 
hunger in Ai Weiwei’s docu-
mentary “Human Flow”; and 
in “mother!”, Darren Arono-
fsky’s wild parable of Mother 
Earth under attack.

The festival’s runner-up 
Grand Jury Prize went to Is-
raeli director Samuel Maoz’s 
“Foxtrot,” a compelling study 
of a family’s grief and the way 
trauma echoes through the 
generations.

Maoz, who won the Gol-
den Lion in 2009 for his war 
film “Lebanon,” has received 
some negative reaction in Is-
rael because “Foxtrot” is criti-
cal of the army, the country’s 
most respected institution.

Maoz said no society cou-
ld flourish when “critics are 
considered to be traitors.”

“If I criticize the place I live, 
I do it because I worry,” he 
said. “I do it because I want to 
protect it. I do it from love.”

France’s Xavier Legrand 
was named best director for 
his first full-length film “Cus-
tody,” which also won the 
festival’s first-feature prize.

Palestinian stage veteran 
Kamel El Basha was named 
best actor for Lebanese di-
rector Ziad Doueiri’s dra-
ma “The Insult.” Britain’s 
Charlotte Rampling took the 
best actress prize for Andrea 
Pallaoro’s film “Hannah.”

Other winners included 
Warwick Thornton’s Austra-
lian Western “Sweet Coun-
try,” which won a Special 
Jury Prize, and McDonagh’s 
“Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri,” whi-
ch took the trophy for best 
screenplay.

U.S. actor Charlie Plum-
mer, 18, was named best you-
ng performer for portraying a 
lonely boy who befriends a ti-
red old racehorse in Andrew 
Haigh’s “Lean on Pete.”

Italian director Susanna 
Nicchiarelli’s “Nico, 1988,” 
a biopic of the former Velvet 
Underground singer Nico, 
won the Horizons competi-
tion, which focuses on newer 
directors and edgier fare.

Venice has a track record 
of launching films toward 
Hollywood awards success. 
This year’s edition produced 
a crop of potential acting no-
minees, including Frances 
McDormand for “Three Bill-
boards,” Helen Mirren and 
Donald Sutherland for “The 
Leisure Seeker” and Lawren-
ce for “mother!”

Venice’s first-ever prize for 
best virtual reality went to 
“Arden’s Wake,” a post-apo-
calyptic story by Eugene Y.K. 
Chung of the San Francisco- 
based startup Penrose.

Chung said virtual reality 
“is where film was 100 years 
ago, an emerging art form.”

“And it’s going to be a real 
exciting journey,” he said. AP

FILM 

Del Toro’s ‘The Shape 
of Water’ wins Golden 
Lion at Venice

Guillermo del Toro kisses the Golden Lion


