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more accountability 
needed 

‘big potential’ for 
takeaway business

Song Pek Kei proposes the 
establishment of an open 
recruitment mechanism for  
high officials

Paylo Lysenko, who heads local 
company Daily Fit, believes 
in the growth of the takeaway 
business in Macau  P4 MDT REPORT

self 
driving 
boats 
around 
the pier

 P7

Forum: Asia Pacific tourists gain 
weight in global travel industry  

SYRIA’s civil war has 
been one of the modern 
world’s most brutal 
conflicts and one of its 
most heavily filmed. 
But Syrian activists fear 
all that history could 
be erased as YouTube 
moves to rein in violent 
content. In the past 
few months, the online 
video giant removed 
hundreds of thousands 
of videos from the 
conflict considered 
graphic or supporting 
terrorism.

PhIlIPPIneS President 
Rodrigo Duterte refused 
a demand by his most 
vocal critic to publicly 
release details of his bank 
accounts to disprove 
allegations that he had 
large sums of undeclared 
money. More on p12

SIngAPoRe An oil tanker 
and a dredger collided 
in Singapore waters 
yesterday, capsizing 
the dredger and leaving 
two dead and three 
crew members missing, 
authorities said.

IndIA An international 
human rights group 
urged India yesterday 
to immediately ban 
the use of shotguns by 
government forces in 
suppressing protests in 
disputed Kashmir.

ISRAel’s leader 
yesterday said his 
country supports Kurdish 
independence ahead of 
a key referendum on the 
matter. He did not specify 
where he thinks it could 
be located. The Kurds are 
spread across the region, 
with large populations in 
Iraq, Syria, Turkey and 
Iran.
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Chao: Smear campaign 
‘worst it has ever been’
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chao won’t share election prediction

During an interview with 
the Times yesterday, political 
activist Jason Chao expressed a 
reluctance to share his predic-
tion for Sunday’s election. “It is 
not safe to share my prediction 
[for the election results], be-
cause it is not allowed, under 
the electoral rules, to conduct 
or share a survey,” he said, 
“and I am not sure whether this 
would be interpreted [by elec-
toral authorities] as violating 
those rules. […] As always, I 

recommend considering past 
words and actions of all candi-
dates before voters cast their 
ballots.” Two weeks ago, Chao 
launched a new website to serve 
as a database for social media 
posts made by electoral can-
didates so that the public can 
evaluate candidates’ records be-
fore casing their ballots. “This 
will help local citizens to know 
[whether] their words [match] 
their actions,” he told the Times 
earlier this month.

Daniel Beitler

Macau’s most high-pro-
file political activist has 

said that this year’s “smear 
campaign” against democra-
ts running for the Legislative 
Assembly is the worst he has 
ever seen.

Political activist and former 
AL candidate Jason Chao told 
the Times yesterday that while 
helping out as a volunteer for 
the New Macau Progressives 
this month, he has witnessed 
“the most oppressive smear 
campaign against them.”

“Smear campaigns against 
New Macau [are conducted] 
in every election, but this 
time, the extent of the oppres-
sion is the worst it has ever 
been,” added Chao, who was 
president of the association 
between 2010 and 2014.

The oppression, say advo-
cates of democracy, takes 
the form of online rumors 
concerning their candidate- 
lawmakers, as well as a dis-
proportionate tendency for 
democrats to be targeted by 

law enforcement authorities.
Democrats in Macau have 

long complained about the 
unfair treatment of their cam-
paign activities by election 
and municipal authorities. 
They claim that authorities 
are encouraged to go after de-
mocrat associations, but have 
a greater tolerance for the 
wrongdoings of pan-establish-
ment groups.

Former lawmaker Paul Chan, 
the second candidate on Sulu 
Sou’s New Macau Progressi-
ves list, was reportedly taken 
in for questioning by the poli-
ce this week after an unknown 
person allegedly put up a cam-
paign flag on a public fence in 
Fai Chi Kei. He is potentially 
facing charges of aggravated 
disobedience on the basis of 
violating election campaign 
rules.

Earlier this week, the Court 
of Final Appeal slammed the 
Civic and Municipal Affairs 
Bureau for preventing the 
New Macau Progressives from 
holding certain campaign 
events on the basis of an ad-

ministrative technicality that 
judicial authorities quickly ru-
led irrelevant.

While the Commission 
Against Corruption has annou-
nced a probe into vote-buying 
dinners allegedly linked to 
prominent pro-establishment 
lawmakers (more on p3), the 
Electoral Affairs Commission 
for the Legislative Assembly 
Election (CAEAL) said it wou-
ld not investigate three priva-
te schools that sent letters to 
parents lobbying for a prefer-
red candidate. 

It is also refusing to look 
into a personal attack made 
against democrat lawmaker 
Pereira Coutinho by pro-esta-
blishment lawmaker Song Pek 
Kei during a televised debate 
on TDM last week. During the 
heated exchange, Song accu-
sed Coutinho of being unable 
to handle family affairs after 
his two sons were arrested on 
suspicion of drug trafficking, 
and of failing them as a father.

Chao, who at the start of the 
month appraised the conduct 
of the CAEAL in its election 

monitoring duties, said that 
“it gets overly tough” during 
the later stages of the cam-
paign.

”The degree of law enforce-
ment is reaching the point of 
violating political and civil ri-
ghts, including freedom of ex-
pression,” he warned.

New Macau is by far the most 
radical and outspoken group 
of the major associations com-
prising the so-called ‘pan-de-

mocrat camp’ in the MSAR. 
Unlike in neighboring Hong 

Kong, the scarcity of demo-
crats in Macau means that 
only two major political for-
ces can be considered pro-de-
mocratic. Centrist candidates 
that are sympathetic to calls 
for greater suffrage do not be-
long to the pan-establishment 
camp, but it is equally hard to 
box them in with the demo-
crats.

“I have doubts about the re-
presentation of the pan-de-
mocratic camp,” Chao said 
yesterday.

He proposed that it was less 
a case of voters choosing pro-
democrats, and more a case of 
them electing lawmakers who 
later turn out to be democra-
ts. Voters often remain loyal 
to the same lawmakers or can-
didates without considering if 
they are in favor of greater de-
mocratization, he argued.

“Legislators are elected by 
people who share a particu-
lar background, regardless of 
whether they happen to be a 
promoter of democracy of not.”  
As in the previous Legisla-
tive Assembly election in 
2013, veteran pro-democratic 
lawmakers Ng Kuok Cheong 
and Au Kam San are each 
running on their own list on 
Sunday, while the younger 
members of the New Macau 
clan have entered their own 
electoral ticket under the 
name, New Macau Progressi-
ves.

In 2013, both Au and Ng re-
tained their seats with a lar-
ge margin, while former New 
Macau presidents Jason Chao 
and Scott Chiang fell conside-
rably short of securing even 
one seat.

Meanwhile, a matter of 32 
votes enabled Coutinho’s New 
Hope to pick up a second seat 
in the legislature at the ex-
pense of Angela Leong’s New 
Union for Macau’s Develop-
ment.

JASON CHAO

Democrat smear campaign 
‘worst it has ever been’
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Julie Zhu

From September 2 un-
til yesterday, the Electo-
ral Affairs Commission 
(CAEAL) received over 

50 reports of election infractions, 
more than ten of which were 
forwarded to the Public Security 
Police Force (PSP).

“PSP reported to us that it has 
collected evidence regarding 14 of 
the cases, having prosecuted them, 
including the ones forwarded by us 
and the ones identified by the PSP 
itself,” CAEAL president Tong Hio 
Fong told journalists yesterday on 
the sidelines of the commission’s 
meeting. 

Following investigations, those 
found guilty of destroying candi-
dates’ election publicity materials 
have been arrested.

“Most of the infractions con-
sisted of candidates carrying out 
propaganda illegally: they either 
did not display their posters at 
permitted locations, or attach the 
publicity materials inside buildin-
gs but without the approval of the 
buildings’ owners committee,” ex-
plained Tong. 

CAEAL has yet to receive reports 
of electoral bribery. PSP was re-
cently notified of publicity mate-
rials posted inside a shop, in viola-
tion of election regulations.

“If the shop owners had agreed 
to put the posters inside their pre-
mises, it would have been OK. But 
the posters cannot be seen from 

the outside,” said Tong.
Lawmakers Song Pek Kei, Ella 

Lei and Pereira Coutinho, among 
others, have claimed to have been 
defamed during the campaign.

“If anyone disobeys the election 
regulations, we will handle it ac-
cording to the law. We will even 
request the related department to 
issue the punishment,” said Tong. 

As for the alleged defamation, 
he said, “it cannot be solved by 
CAEAL simply putting out a few 
words saying whether the defama-
tion exists or not.” 

“Any accusation, whether true or 
not, ought to be verified. Otherwi-
se, we do not have the ability to 
judge whether the related state-
ments are real or false. If the peo-
ple involved think that they have 
been somehow insulted by these 
words, they should report it to the 
police.”

Tong noted that CAEAL received 
around ten reports of defamation.

The commission informed the 
complainants to report the cases 
to the police. 

“Individual cases are difficult to 

handle,” said Tong, who explai-
ned that CAEAL can handle cases 
which obviously violate the regula-
tions, or concern false accusations 
that candidates violated the elec-
tion regulations.

A candidate had previously 
applied to organize an assembly 
next to the Civic and Municipal 
Affairs Bureau (IACM). IACM re-
jected the application and the can-
didate appealed to the court. 

Regarding the court’s ruling, 
Tong agreed with IACM’s decision. 

“We have reviewed the court ru-
ling. Indeed, there are some flaws 

in IACM’s refusal document where 
IACM did not explain the reasons 
for the refusal. The court ruling 
clearly states that one assembly 
should not affect other candidates 
in carrying out their election cam-
paign.  From the ruling, we know 
that the assembly locations cannot 
overlap [with] the locations which 
IACM gave CAEAL for it to distri-
bute to different candidates,” said 
Tong.

September 15 is the last day on 
which election candidates are per-
mitted to display publicity mate-
rials. 

AL ELECTION 

Police prosecute 14 cases 
of election violation 

all election-related campaigning 
material must be removed 

Tong Hio Fong said that 
election teams are required to 
remove – before Saturday – all 
campaigning material, including 
that posted online via the Inter-
net. The instruction concerns 
material posted during the offi-
cial campaign period – running 

from September 2 to 15 – by any 
election team member, includ-
ing candidates and trustees of 
nomination committees. The rule 
does not apply to anyone else that 
might have posted election-re-
lated information online said the 
president of the commission. 

Tong Hio Fong (center)
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Macau robot 
design lab 
launched
 
The Macau Design 
Center and the Macau 
University of Science and 
Technology (MUST) have 
launched a robot industry 
designing lab. The center 
will be located in the 
Macau Design Center 
and receive technological 
support from a 
telecommunications 
technology company.  
Both this company and the 
Macau Design Center will 
teach courses on robot 
design and production 
for talented professionals 
in the field to upgrade 
their skills. A researcher 
from MUST recently also 
designed and produced 
a robot inspired by an 
earlier visual concept from 
the Macau Design Center. 

Real Estate 
day to 
be held 
annually
 
The Federal General 
Commercial Association 
of Macau Small and 
Medium Enterprises 
(SMEs) has proposed the 
establishment of a Real 
Estate Day to review the 
development of Macau’s 
real estate industry in 
the second half of every 
year. According to the 
association, 70 percent 
of the 220,000 Macau 
residents who are currently 
employed have bought 
properties. These residents 
are mainly middle-class, 
including SME employees 
and civil servants. The 
Real Estate Day will be 
jointly organized by other 
associations, including 
the Macau Real Estate 
Association. 
 

Tigerair 
announces 
more flights 
  
Budget carrier Tigerair 
will operate more flights 
between Taiwan and 
other regions, according 
to a report by Real Daily. 
From December 16, there 
will be two flights daily 
between Kaohsiung and 
Macau. There is currently 
only one flight connecting 
the two cities. Flights 
between Taoyuan and 
Busan operate on Monday, 
Thursday and Sunday. 
Starting from December 
16, the flights will be 
available on Wednesday 
and Saturday as well. Daily 
flights between Taoyuan 
and Fukuoka will start on 
October 29. 

 
People 
are more 
knowledgeable 
about [the] 
food industry, 
restaurants and 
unhealthiness 
that results from 
competition 
between 
companies. 
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Renato Marques

LeD by Paylo Lysenko, the 
Daily Fit is a consultancy that 

delivers takeaway and delivery 
meals to the customer’s door.

The project has met with high 
demand and has exceeded all 
initial expectations despite only 
being open for fewer than six 
months, leaving the Daily Fit 
team shorthanded, Lysenko told 
the Times in an interview. 

Lysenko is a Ukrainian who has 
been based in Macau since 2008 
and works in fitness and nutri-
tion.

“We are currently serving [an 
average] of 100 to 150 meals per 
day and it’s growing by the week,” 
said Lysenko. 

“There is a big potential in Ma-
cau [for this kind of business]. 
For us, we are just happy to see 
that people are starting to con-
sume, they are ordering, they are 
suggesting to friends who are also 
[trying],” he said. 

He notes that the idea was ne-
ver driven by “the profit” and 
desire to “make big money,” and 
that the most important aim is to 
teach people how to eat well and 
how this can help them live bet-
ter, healthier and happier lives.

Lysenko got the idea from his 
nutrition company, which he has 
run since 2013. The company 
specializes in supplying dietary 
supplements to treat nutritional 
deficiencies and enhance sports 
performance. 

The company targets bodybuil-
ders competitors such as Lysenko 
himself, a longtime competitor, 
trainer and nutritional advisor. 
Lysenko noticed that many of the 
people he was helping to train 
were struggling to achieve resul-
ts, which he said was primarily 
because “supplements are not in-
tended to replace main meals but 

to help with recovery or boosting 
the training.” 

He observed that people had 
neither the time nor knowledge 
to prepare such meals by them-
selves, and concluded there was 
“a demand for this kind of servi-
ce.” 

At the same time, awareness of 
healthy food began trending in 
other parts of the world like Eu-
rope and the US, contributing to 
that demand.

Food safety and hygiene are top 
priorities for Lysenko, and he has 
noticed that “nowadays people 
are more knowledgeable about 
the food industry, restaurants 
and unhealthiness that results 
from competition between food 
companies that try to make it tas-
te better using less ingredients.” 
He gave the example of the large 
campaign against the additive of 
MSG (Monosodium glutamate) 
used to enhance taste. 

According to Lysenko, the pu-
blic’s mentality towards health 
and disease needs to change. 

“People take it as normal that 
a person in their forties or fifties 
has a heart condition, or diabe-
tes; they accept it but actually it is 
no. The human body is perfectly 
created to be healthy until sixty 
or seventy years old without any 
problem [besides some genetic 
issues that might contribute to 
the early appearance of some di-
seases]. What causes these disea-
ses is our habits, our food [and] 
our daily life.” 

This is the premise that he said 
gave rise to the name “Daily Fit”, 
as it conveys the message that 
“being fit is something that we do 
on [a] daily basis and not just for 
some time.”

Lysenko believes that “eating 
clean” will become the norm in a 
matter of time and “in a few years 
will be just like having a smar-
tphone. People will start to reject 
some restaurants because the 
food is too unhealthy.”

As for the biggest challenges 
Lysenko has faced – and is still 
facing – the primary challenge is 
to do with the food itself.  “Being 
healthy” in many cases also 
means “being tasteless”. That was 
where the need for creativity, and 
the combination of nutritional 
science with the expertise of an 
experienced chef, came in handy.

“We tried to go over all ingre-
dients, do a lot of research, trying 
to test, to experiment, to replace 
high-fat and high-calorie ingre-
dients for others that are ‘cleaner’ 
in order to achieve our goal, whi-
ch is to have a set of very healthy 
meals that also taste good.”

Another contribution that the 
local chef has contributed to the 
consultancy is in the area of kit-
chen operations. 

“He is a very high-standard per-
son with many experiences, both 
in Macau and abroad, working 
and advising restaurants and the 

hotel industry.” 
According to Lysenko, the chef’s 

experience was transfered to the 
kitchen and food safety stan-
dards. 

“We have different fridges with 
different temperatures for diffe-
rent ingredients, and we use spe-
cific cutting boards for different 
types of ingredients. We seal our 
food and keep it in a specific place 
separate from the cooked food in 
order to keep it in hygienic condi-
tions,” he noted. 

These practices also extend to 
the way the food is transported to 
customers. 

“We had to buy our own bikes 
and adapt them to our food items 
as we deliver chilled food only. 
We also had to train staff on how 
to transport and deliver items. 
Each step of the business is a real 
challenge.” 

Lysenko notes it is a hard task 
to find staff willing to work in this 
field, as locals are difficult to find 
and hiring from abroad brings di-
fferent bureaucratic challenges. 
Training and identifying non-
domestic staff requires a “huge 
amount of time” as “people [hi-
red from abroad] also need to be 
trained as they are no more skil-
led than the local ones.”

Although the business is per-
forming “above expectations”, 
Lysenko is working on more ad-
justments. Planned updates will 
“add cold pressed fruit juices to 
the menu and to find a pick-up 
point on Macau”, and add to the 
deliveries and the existing pick
-up point in Taipa at Macau Nu-
trition Shop.

Lysenko’s ultimate wish is “to 
have a proper restaurant ser-
ving healthy food where people 
can just drop in and have meals 
hot and freshly made to order, 
the way they are supposed to be 
eaten.” 

FOOd & BEvErAgE 

Entrepreneur sees ‘big potential’ 
for takeaway business in Macau



thu 14.09.2017

MACAU澳聞macau’s leading newspaper 5
 

th Anniversary

  

 ad

Advisers on emergency 
response system welcome
The government pledged to devote its fullest 
efforts to cooperation with experts gathered by the 
Hong Kong and Macau Affairs Office of the State 
Council and the National Commission for Disaster 
Reduction, regarding the  improvement of the 
response measures for any public emergencies. The 
Chief Executive, Chui Sai On, made the remarks 
yesterday during a meeting at the government 
headquarters with a team of 22 experts coordinated 
by the above mentioned entities.

Fire outbreak burns 
motorbikes
 
A fire from a motorbike broke out at R. Três do 
Bairro Va Ta early yesterday morning, spreading to 
three nearby motorbikes and burning them. Two 
cars in the vicinity suffered partial damage and the 
door of a nearby shop was also burned. The Fire 
Services Bureau inspected the scene and consider 
the fire’s cause to be suspicious. Five residents 
near the fire escaped to a nearby balcony with 
no injuries. The case has been forwarded to the 
Judiciary Police for further investigation. 

THe 36th Macau 
Galaxy Entertain-
ment International 
Marathon will be 

held on Sunday, December 
3, the Sports Bureau annou-
nced at a press conference 
on Tuesday, with the maxi-
mum quota for participan-
ts this year increased from 
10,000 to 12,000.

The event, which will com-
mence at 6 a.m. on Decem-
ber 3, is split into three ca-
tegories; a full marathon, 
a half-marathon and a mi-
ni-marathon competition, 
with the latter activity cove-
ring a distance of around 5.5 
kilometers.

The mini-marathon com-
petition will take place en-
tirely in the Taipa and Cotai 
areas, while the marathon 
and half-marathon even-
ts will take broadly similar 
routes across most of the 
territory.

The main route starts in 
Cotai and heads across Sai 
Van Bridge to tour the areas 
around the Macau Tower, 
Barra and Nam Van Lake. 
It then heads back to Taipa 
along the Governor Nobre 
de Carvalho Bridge, through 
Taipa Village and Cotai and 
down into Coloane.

Some 1,600 participants 
will be accepted for the main 

marathon event, while the 
half-marathon and mini- 
marathon will invite 4,600 
and 4,800 participants res-
pectively.

Registration for the ma-
rathon and half-marathon 
events will open on Sep-
tember 23 from 9 a.m. 
Meanwhile, registration for 
the mini-marathon event 
will open at the same time 
the following day. A repre-
sentative of the Sports Bu-
reau explained that the di-
fference was to prevent an 

administrative overload on 
the first registration day.

At Tuesday’s press confe-
rence, the president of Spor-
ts Bureau, Pun Weng Kun, 
pledged to “endeavor to deli-
ver another successful event 
this year.”

Ma Iao Hang, the chair-
man of the General Associa-
tion of Athletics of Macau, 
a co-organizer of the event, 
said that his association at-
taches great importance to 
the marathon. To this end, 
the association will provi-

de 1,000 people to work in 
various roles during and 
ahead of the event, and they 
will also organize special 
training courses to prepare 
athletes.

Ma said that he looked 
forward to “welcoming run-
ners from all over the world 
to come to Macau.”

This year, Galaxy Enter-
tainment Group returns as 
the title sponsor.

Philip Cheng, a director at 
the casino operator who re-
presented the company on 
Tuesday, said that Macau 
has much to offer mara-
thon runners, including its 
“beautiful scenery, famous 
architecture and many inte-
resting landmarks.”

“Running a marathon re-
quires great physical streng-
th, stamina and perseveran-
ce,” he added. “Therefore, 
the runners should possess 
the ability to endure difficul-
ties with determination in 
order to finish the competi-
tion.” DB

Marathon returns 
this year on Dec 3

The Sports Bureau head, Pun Weng Kun (center) introduces this year’s marathon 
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Lynzy Valles

As Asia Pacific coun-
tries (APAC) rapidly 
become the fastest-
growing ones in terms 

of global travel, regional trave-
lers are becoming service pro-
viders’ most important target 
market.

Speaking on the sidelines of The 
Pacific Asia Travel Association 
(PATA) Forum yesterday, Jack-
son Pek, vice president and ge-
neral counsel of Amadeus, Asia 
Pacific, stressed that travelers 
from China are large contributors 
to this growth, although only 10 
percent of Chinese nationals have 
passports.

According to him, the APAC re-
gion’s potential is incredible and 
makes APAC travelers the most 
important target market. 

“If only 10 percent of Chinese 
nationals have passports and yet 
they are already the largest con-
tingent, then at the end of the day, 
the potential is just huge,” said 
Pek. 

A research paper presented by 
Pek, titled “Journey of Me. Insi-
ghts: What Asia Pacific Travelers 
Want,” demonstrated that these 
travelers wish to feel safe and se-
cure, happy and informed.

Sixty-four percent of APAC tra-
velers were open to sharing perso-
nal information with travel service 
providers for more relevant offers 
and personalized services.

However, being able to address 
individual travelers and provi-
de them with personalized ser-
vices remains an industry-wide 
challenge given some tourists’ re-
luctance to provide their personal 
information. 

With developments in data 
science and artificial intelligence, 
service providers are likely to have 
accurate profiles of each traveler 
over time. Travelers may even-
tually be able to decide what per-
sonal data is used to create their 

profiles.
“But once that profile is made, 

then we can target offers across 
the spectrum, whether being airli-
ne or hotel or tour operator. They 
will know what this person wants 
and hope to delight them and ex-
ceed their expectations. That is the 
challenge and with technology, it’s 
getting closer,” explained Pek.

Data-based personalization is 
also vital in drawing millennial 
consumers to a destination, as 
well as the overall experience of a 
traveler’s stay in a region.

The research shows that trave-
lers are now more savvy and bet-
ter-informed, thus making it more 
challenging for tourism operators 
to create elements of surprise. 

Meanwhile, growth in the mid-
dle-class population also remains 
a factor in the rise of APAC tra-
velers, along with the availability 
of low-cost carriers. Both factors 
provide opportunities to people 
who have not travelled before. 

Although affluent tourists have 
changed the landscape of travel, 
low-cost carriers such as AirAsia 
now offer accommodation such 
as Tune Hotels, which targets tra-
velers who cannot afford higher- 
end hotels in certain regions.

With the region’s steady growth 
in tourists, Pek commended Ma-

cau for its infrastructure, particu-
larly in Cotai, where travelers can 
walk through several integrated 

resorts within the same building. 
“There’s always a sense of won-

der when you come to Macau be-

cause everything is sort of larger 
than life here,” Pek said.

The expert also noticed that the-
re have been significant changes 
in how the region welcomes tra-
velers, including text messages 
to tourists promoting offers from 
different gaming operators - an 
effective strategy, in his opinion.

“[Macau] is sort of a Vegas of 
Asia but I guess it goes beyond 
that because the culture here is 
something and people are very 
warm, and you can trust that 
maybe with Vegas, which is a little 
bit more transactional,” Pek con-
cluded. 

Julie Zhu

Song Pek Kei, the first 
candidate of Associa-

ção dos Cidadãos para o 
Desenvolvimento de Ma-
cau – in the No.8 list of 
the Legislative Assembly 
election – intends to help 
the region’s government 
to establish open recruit-
ment mechanisms for 
high officials.

“Having been a 
lawmaker for four years, 
I think the current society 
still has many problems 
which need to be solved, 
especially its equity.  The-
refore, I think someone 
must step [up]. As I have 
the opportunity to attend 
this election, I feel hono-
red. I think it is very mea-
ningful that I can do such 
[a] thing,” Song told the 
Times.

The candidate of the No. 
8 list – which is backed by 
Chan Meng Kam – said 

another main element of 
her political platform is 
to improve accountability 
among government offi-
cials.

She also wants to push 
for the development of 
affordable housing and to 
establish better housing 
policies for youth. 

“We want a regular appli-
cation for public houses, 
policies through which 
the youth can rent houses 
before buying them, and 
[to] help the classes which 
have not been included in 
the government’s housing 
financial support,” decla-
red Song.

On the topic of open 
recruitment for high of-
ficials, she said there is 
“[currently] an appoint-
ment mechanism which 
creates situations such 
as [government heads] 
appointing high officials 
who have close rela-
tionships with them.” 

She added that this does 

not inspire public trust in 
the government, and pre-
vents capable individuals 

from occupying the posi-
tions that might suit them.

When asked whether she 
is confident of winning 
this election, Song said 
that her team “sees chan-
ces ahead.”

“Recently, we faced [a] 
different kind of defama-
tion, but I believe that 
justice exists in everyone’s 
heart. For many years, our 
colleagues spent their ef-
forts on [contributing] to 
the society,” said Song. 

Song told the Times that 
there have been a few on-
line comments attacking 
and defaming her team, 
but expressed her hopes 
that her teammates could 
maintain what they have 
already accomplished 
during the current AL. 

“Chan Meng Kam is not 
running for this election,” 
she stated.

Song’s team won three 
seats in the previous AL 
election.

Asia Pacific travelers gain 
weight in global travel industry  

AL ELECTION

Song Pek Kei’s team focus on 
recruitment of high officials

Song Pek Kei (left) campaigns along with Chan Meng Kam 

 
We want 
policies 
through 
which the 
youth can 
rent houses 
before 
buying them.

SoNG PEK KEI

Airasia Group CEO Tony Fernandes said that 
Macau is the low-cost airline’s “number one 

priority in North Asia” and that new routes are ex-
pected to be added very soon. 

The first route to be introduced will link Macau 
with the Malaysian city of Johor Bahru, which sha-
res a border with Singapore. 

Fernandes was one of the speakers at the PATA 
Youth Symposium, which was hosted by the Insti-
tute for Tourism Studies yesterday. He mentioned 
other routes being planned between Macau, Thai-
land, Malaysia and The Philippines and even to the 
US territory of Guam. 

According to a TDM report, Fernandes hopes to 
significantly increase the number of AirAsia pas-
sengers stopping in Macau from 800,000 yearly to 
5 million, benefiting from the bridge linking Macau 
to Hong Kong.  

Questioned on the need to expand the local air-
port, Fernandes said that the current capacity of the 
existing infrastructure is sufficient in the short term. 

Fernandes: Macau is the ‘number 
one priority in North Asia’

However, he added that an expansion would be “ex-
cellent.”

“With the new bridge and the border [the arran-
gement to have AirAsia customers from mainland 
China entering Macau via a convenient channel], 
Macau can be a hub with a big dimension. One of 
the major problems in the tourism industry is that 
sometimes governments forget airports. I hope 
there are plans [to expand the airport],” Fernandes 
said, adding that he will meet with the Macau Air-
port Company representatives while in town.

 The research 
shows that 
travelers are 
now more savvy

Jackson Pek
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Asian property pri-
ces have reached 

risky levels, especially 
in Sydney, Hong Kong 
and Shanghai, accor-
ding to S&P Global Ra-
tings.

“Asset prices, espe-
cially property prices, 
today are as stretched 
as they were before 
the Asian crisis,” Elena 
Okorochenko, head of 
Asia-Pacific ratings said 
at a conference in Sin-
gapore yesterday. Com-
bined with increased 
household debt, prices 
in Sydney, Hong Kong 
and Shanghai appear 
stretched. “It’s a risk 
worth monitoring,” she 

said.
Home prices in Sy-

dney have surged 75 
percent in the past five 
years, ranking it as the 
world’s second most- 
expensive housing 
market behind Hong 
Kong, where prices 
climbed 21 percent in 
the year through June.

Hong Kong’s Finan-
cial Secretary Paul Chan 
on Monday warned po-
tential buyers to be ca-
reful buying property in 
the city.

In Shanghai, home 
prices jumped as much 
as 33 percent last year, 
according to China’s sta-
tistics bureau. Bloomberg

HK, Sydney, 
Shanghai property at 
Risky level, S&P Says

Formula One sees Singapore 
as an anchor venue and wants 

to extend the world’s most popu-
lar motorcar-racing series there 
beyond this year.

Negotiations are on with orga-
nizers in the city to “continue to 
bring this great sport to Asia and 
Singapore,” Formula One Chief 
Executive Officer Chase Carey 
said in an interview with Bloom-
berg Television’s David Ingles. 
“We’re actively engaged in that 
discussion and it is our goal to 
reach an agreement that works for 
the both of us.”

Singapore’s Ministry of Trade 
and Industry said in an email it’s 
in talks with Formula One to re-
new the contract.

Discussions have continued for 
at least months on the fate of the 
series in Singapore after the races 
this weekend, the last under the 
current five-year contract. While 
the night race - and its off-tra-
ck entertainment lineup of stars 
like singer Ariana Grande and the 
Chainsmokers - has helped boost 
revenue for Singapore, economic 
uncertainty as well as competition 
from Asian neighbors for the tou-
rism dollar have led the city-state 

to project slower growth in visitor 
arrivals this year.

“There’s great potential to con-
tinue to grow this event here and 
grow this event as really an an-
chor for Asia and really the whole 
world,” Carey said in Singapore. 
“And I think both of us recognize 
the great potential to continue to 

grow on what we’ve built here to 
date.”

Carey, appointed when Liberty 
Media Corp. completed its acqui-
sition of Formula One in January, 
declined to provide more specific 
details.

This year’s Singapore Grand Prix 
takes place Sept. 15-17. Bloomberg 

F1 CEO says goal is to 
extend race in Singapore 
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Matt O’brien, Boston 

Self-Driving cars may 
not hit the road in earnest for 

many years - but autonomous 
boats could be just around the 
pier.

Spurred in part by the car in-
dustry’s race to build driverless 
vehicles, marine innovators are 
building automated ferry boa-
ts for Amsterdam canals, cargo 
ships that can steer themselves 
through Norwegian fjords and 
remote-controlled ships to car-
ry containers across the Atlantic 
and Pacific. The first such auto-
nomous ships could be in opera-
tion within three years.

One experimental workboat 
spent this summer dodging tall 
ships and tankers in Boston 
Harbor, outfitted with sensors 
and self-navigating software 
and emblazoned with the words 
“UNMANNED VESSEL” across 
its aluminum hull.

“We’re in full autonomy now,” 
said Jeff Gawrys, a marine te-
chnician for Boston startup Sea 
Machines Robotics, sitting at the 
helm as the boat floated through 
a harbor channel.

“Roger that,” said computer 
scientist Mohamed Saad Ibn Sed-
dik, as he helped to guide the ship 
from his laptop on a nearby dock.

The boat still needs human 
oversight. But some of the wor-
ld’s biggest maritime firms have 
committed to designing ships 
that won’t need any captains or 
crews — at least not on board.

DisTracTeD seafaring
The ocean is “a wide open spa-

ce,” said Sea Machines CEO Mi-
chael Johnson.

Based out of an East Boston shi-
pyard once used to build power-
ful wooden clippers, the cutting- 
edge sailing vessels of the 19th 
century, his company is hoping 
to spark a new era of commer-
cial marine innovation that could 
surpass the development of self-
driving cars and trucks.

The startup has signed a deal 
with an undisclosed company 
to install the “world’s first auto-
nomy system on a commercial 
containership,” Johnson said this 
week. It will be remotely-con-
trolled from land as it travels the 

North Atlantic. He also plans to 
sell the technology to companies 
doing oil spill cleanups and other 
difficult work on the water, ai-
ming to assist maritime crews, 
not replace them.

Johnson, a marine engineer 
whose previous job took him to 
the Italian coast to help salva-
ge the sunken cruise ship Costa 
Concordia, said that deadly 2012 
capsizing and other marine di-
sasters have convinced him that 
“we’re relying too much on old- 
world technology.”

“Humans get distracted, hu-
mans get tired,” he said.

gloBal race
Militaries have been working on 

unmanned vessels for decades. 
But a lot of commercial experi-
mentation is happening in the 
centuries-old seaports of Scan-
dinavia, where Rolls-Royce de-
monstrated a remote-controlled 
tugboat in Copenhagen this year. 

Government-sanctioned testing 
areas have been established in 
Norway’s Trondheim Fjord and 
along Finland’s western coast.

In Norway, fertilizer company 
Yara International is working 
with engineering firm Kongs-
berg Maritime on a project to 
replace big-rig trucks with an 
electric-powered ship connec-
ting three nearby ports. The pilot 
ship is scheduled to launch next 
year, shift to remote control in 
2019 and go fully autonomous by 
2020.

“It would remove a lot of tru-
cks from the roads in these small 
communities,” said Kongsberg 
CEO Geir Haoy.

Japanese shipping firm Nippon 
Yusen K.K. — operator of the car-
go ship that slammed into a U.S. 
Navy destroyer in a deadly June 
collision — plans to test its first 
remote-controlled vessel in 2019, 
part of a wider Japanese effort 
to deploy hundreds of autono-

mous container ships by 2025. A 
Chinese alliance has set a goal of 
launching its first self-navigating 
cargo ship in 2021.

cars vs BoaTs
The key principles of self-dri-

ving cars and boats are similar. 
Both scan their surroundings 
using a variety of sensors, feed 
the information into an artificial 
intelligence system and output 
driving instructions to the vehi-
cle.

But boat navigation could be 
much easier than car navigation, 
said Carlo Ratti, an MIT profes-
sor working with Dutch universi-
ties to launch self-navigating ves-
sels in Amsterdam next year. The 
city’s canals, for instance, have no 
pedestrians or bikers cluttering 
the way, and are subject to strict 
speed limits.

Ratti’s project is also looking at 
ways small vessels could coordi-
nate with each other in “swarms.” 
They could, for instance, start as 
a  fleet of passenger or delivery 
boats, then transform into an on-
demand floating bridge to accom-
modate a surge of pedestrians.

Since many boats already have 
electronic controls, “it would be 
easy to make them self-naviga-
ting by simply adding a small sui-
te of sensors and AI,” Ratti said.

armcHair caPTains
Researchers have already begun 

to design merchant ships that will 
be made more efficient because 
they don’t need room for seamen 
to sleep and eat. But in the near 
future, most of these ships will be 
only partly autonomous.

Armchair captains in a remote 
operation center could be moni-
toring several ships at a time, si-
tting in a room with 360-degree 
virtual reality views. When the 
vessels are on the open seas, they 
might not need humans to make 
decisions. It’s just the latest step 

in what has been a gradual auto-
mation of maritime tasks.

“If you go back 150 years, you 
had more than 200 people on a 
cargo vessel. Now you have be-
tween 10 and 20,” said Oskar 
Levander, vice president of inno-
vation for Rolls-Royce’s marine 
business.

cHanging rules of
 THe sea

There are still some major 
challenges ahead. Uncrewed ves-
sels might be more vulnerable to 
piracy or even outright theft via 
remote hacking of a ship’s con-
trol systems. Some autonomous 
vessels might win public trust 
faster than others; unmanned 
container ships filled with ba-
nanas might not raise the same 
concerns as oil tankers plying the 
waters near big cities or protected 
wilderness.

A decades-old international ma-
ritime safety treaty also requires 
that “all ships shall be sufficiently 
and efficiently manned.” But The 
International Maritime Organi-
zation, which regulates shipping, 
has begun a 2-year review of the 
safety, security and environmen-
tal implications of autonomous 
ships. AP

Computer scientist Mohamed Saad Ibn Seddik uses a laptop to guide a 
boat outfitted with sensors and self-navigating software and capable of 
autonomous navigation in Boston Harbor

Self-driving boats: The next 
tech transportation race

 Researchers 
have already 
begun to design 
merchant ships 
that will be made 
more efficient 
because they 
don’t need room 
for seamen to 
sleep
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 Ezubo [gained] Beijing’s 
endorsement when the 
cabinet’s website gov.cn 
published an interview 
with Ding [in 2014]

Nick Perry, Wellington

A New Zealand lawmaker who 
was born in China said yes-

terday he taught Chinese spies 
while working at that nation’s 
elite military colleges but had 
never engaged in any intelligence 
activities himself and was loyal to 
his new nation.

Jian Yang told reporters he’d 
never tried to hide his backgrou-
nd but hadn’t always highlighted 
it either because New Zealanders 
might feel sensitive about his ties 
to the Chinese military.

“Once you understand the sys-
tem and the universities, then I’m 
not a spy, just a teacher,” he said.

Yang said he’d taught universi-
ty students English language and 
American studies. He said some 
of his students were trained to 
collect, monitor and interpret in-
formation.

“If you define those cadets, or 
students, as spies, yes, then I was 
teaching spies,” he said.

Yang also said he was a member 
of the Communist Party while li-
ving in China but was no longer 
a member.

Yang was responding to a re-
port in the Financial Times 
newspaper that he’d spent a de-
cade training and teaching at eli-
te Chinese military colleges and 
had been investigated by New 
Zealand’s Security Intelligence 
Service.

The intelligence agency said it 

doesn’t comment on specific ca-
ses or individuals and Yang said 
he was not aware of any investi-
gation of him.

In Beijing, Chinese foreign mi-
nistry spokesman Geng Shuang 
poured scorn on the FT article 
but said China wouldn’t com-
ment on other countries’ domes-

tic matters.
“We firmly oppose the false 

reports issued by certain media 
that make up stories on hearsay 
evidence or out of thin air,” Geng 
said.

He said questions about Yang 
should be addressed to the New 
Zealand authorities and that Chi-

na “upholds the principle of not 
interfering in others’ internal af-
fairs.”

Yang said he was proud to call 
himself a New Zealander and 
contribute to his new country. 
He said he’d been upfront and 
transparent about his education 
and employment and was the 
victim of a smear campaign 10 
days before a general election.

Yang has been a lawmaker with 
New Zealand’s ruling National 
Party since 2011. His current 
portfolio covers ethnic commu-
nities, and he previously sat on 
the select committee for foreign 
affairs, defense and trade.

Yang said he had been a stu-
dent and teacher at the Air Force 
Engineering College and at the 
Luoyang Foreign Languages Ins-
titute. The Financial Times said 
the latter institution specializes 
in training military intelligence 
officers and deep cover agents.

“I can understand that people 
can be concerned because they 
do not understand the Chinese 
system,” Yang said. “But once 
they understand the system, 
they should be assured that this 
is nothing, really, you should be 
concerned about.”

China is one of New Zealand’s 
top trading partners. It has beco-
me a key export market for New 
Zealand’s milk and agricultural 
products and also contributes to 
New Zealand’s growing tourism 
industry. AP

Joe McDonald, Beijing

THe founder of a Chine-
se online peer-to-peer 

lender has been sentenced 
to life in prison on charges 
he defrauded investors of 
USD7.7 billion in one of 
China’s biggest financial 
scams.

Ezubo was the biggest 
competitor in an informal 
finance industry that Chi-
nese authorities allowed 
to flourish with little over-
sight over the past decade 
to support entrepreneurs 
who cannot get loans from 
state banks. A series of 
lenders have collapsed as 
economic growth slowed, 
leaving authorities strug-
gling to defuse protests by 
depositors.

Ezubo’s founder, Ding 
Ning, and his younger 
brother, Ding Dian, were 
sentenced this week to life 
by the Beijing No. 1 Inter-
mediate People’s Court for 
“fundraising fraud,” accor-
ding to the official Xinhua 
News Agency.

It said another 24 exe-
cutives were sentenced to 

prison terms ranging from 
three to 15 years.

Two companies affiliated 
with Ezubo were fined a to-
tal of 1.9 billion yuan ($291 
million), Xinhua said. It 
said some defendants also 
were convicted of offenses 
including smuggling pre-
cious metals and illegal 
gun possession.

Regulators seized Ezu-
bo in December 2015 on 
charges of taking deposits 
without a license. Xinhua 
said authorities have con-
fiscated the company’s 
assets to repay depositors 
but gave no indication how 
much money was recove-
red.

Regulators allowed priva-
te sector lending to support 
entrepreneurs who create 
China’s new jobs and weal-

th but are largely shut out 
of lending by the state-ow-
ned banking industry. The 
national bank regulator 
estimated in 2015 the in-
dustry had grown to $1.5 
trillion.

Beijing tightened con-
trol as defaults mounted 
following the 2008 finan-
cial crisis. The finance in-
dustry as a whole has come 
under tougher scrutiny 
after a plunge in stock pri-
ces in 2015 led to accusa-
tions of insider trading and 
other offenses.

Ding, 34, was a high 
school dropout who 
worked at his mother’s 
hardware factory, whe-
re he gained experience 
running online sales, ac-
cording to media reports. 
With no technical or fi-

nancial training, Ding lau-
nched Ezubo in July 2014 
and opened marketing of-
fices across China.

Ezubo appeared to gain 
Beijing’s endorsement 
when the Cabinet website, 
gov.cn, published an inter-
view with Ding discussing 
his life as an entrepreneur. 
That interview has since 
been removed.

The seizure of Ezubo 
prompted protests by de-
positors who complained 
the government failed to 
protect them.

Depositors traveled to 
Beijing to protest at go-
vernment offices and the 
headquarters of state te-
levision, which had broa-
dcast advertisements for 
Ezubo.

Ezubo attracted deposits 
by promising returns of 9 
to 14.6 percent, according 
to investigators. But au-
thorities say a former exe-
cutive admitted 95 percent 
of those borrowers were 
fictional entities created 
by Ezubo. In a confession 
broadcast by state televi-
sion in February 2016, the 

executive called the com-
pany “a fraud [...] a typical 
Ponzi scheme.”

The court said Ding and 
other defendants “inflicted 
huge losses on investors in 
many parts of China and 
disrupted the national fi-
nancial management sys-
tem,” according to Xinhua.

The internet has helped 
lenders attract money 
from working class or rural 
depositors, many of them 
financial novices with little 
knowledge of the risks in-
volved.

After Ezubo depositors 
poured out their anger on 
Chinese social media, po-
lice phoned some internet 
users to warn them against 

criticizing the Communist 
Party online.

One investor from nor-
theastern China who lost 
480,000 yuan ($76,000) 
told The Associated Press 
that police confiscated her 
computer and cell pho-
ne after she posted online 
that she might file a peti-
tion with the central gover-
nment.

Earlier, two businesswo-
men in southern China 
were sentenced to death in 
2012 and 2013 in separate 
cases on charges of “illegal 
fundraising.” The penalty 
for the first was converted 
to a prison term following 
an outcry online that it was 
too severe. AP

China-born New Zealand lawmaker 
says he’s loyal to new home

COurTS

Founder of online lender Ezubo 
sentenced to life for fraud

Ding Ning, owner of Ezubao, escorted by policemen in an unknown 
location (2015)

Jian Yang, a New Zealand lawmaker who was born in China
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Noah Smith

EconomisTs have la-
tely been rethinking free 
trade. They’re right to do 
so - and not just because 

China’s emergence came as such 
a big shock to U.S. workers.

There used to be a near-univer-
sal consensus among academic 
economists that the best trade 
policy for any country was to uni-
laterally remove all barriers and 
distortions, even if trading part-
ners didn’t do the same. As long 
as distributional issues could be 
handled - by helping people who 
lost jobs to competition - free tra-
de was seen as a no-brainer.

This cozy consensus has been 
challenged by analyses of trade 
with China in the 2000s. During 
previous episodes of globaliza-
tion, workers displaced by inter-
national competition had found 
new jobs for similar pay. But 
when trade was opened up with 
China, a fifth of humanity - highly 
productive workers with very low 
pay - suddenly entered the labor 
market. The speed and extent 
of the resultant hollowing out of 
U.S. manufacturing appears to 
have been too much for many 
workers, who tended to get stu-
ck in lower-paying jobs or on the 
welfare rolls.

Economists thus realized that 
there was a big problem with free 
trade that the classical theory ha-
dn’t prepared them for: the dif-
ficulty of adjusting to huge and 
sudden changes in the trading 
system. This should make them 
consider other ways that the sim-
ple Econ 101 theory might not be 
the whole story. During a recent 
discussion on the Andreessen Ho-
rowitz podcast, I laid out another 
reason free trade could go awry.

There’s a theory that cheap labor 

causes businesses to skimp on in-
vestment in labor-saving techno-
logy. When there are a whole lot 
of low-wage workers around, why 
invest in developing expensive 
automation or industrial robo-
ts, especially if your competitors 
are just going to copy your inno-
vation eventually? Substituting 
cheap human hands for expensi-
ve research and development can 
boost profits in the short term, 
but in the long term it may lead to 
less innovation.

If this theory is right, then the 
China trade boom of the 2000s 
might have delayed the push for 

automation, and thus slowed 
down productivity growth. In the 
short term, a surge of cheap hu-
man labor looks just like a surge 
of cheap robot labor, but in the 
long term, human wages inevita-
bly rise and a lack of innovation 
undermines further innovation. 
So some of the slow productivity 
growth that developed countries 
are now seeing might be an echo 
of free trade in the 2000s.

But such cases against free tra-
de are limited in two important 
ways. First of all, they ignore the 
enormous good that free trade did 
for the previously impoverished 

people of China. Second, both ca-
ses are fundamentally about the 
past. Thanks to rising wages, the 
China shock is now over:

And there’s little chance that In-
dia or Africa, the only comparably 
populous areas that still have su-
per-low wages, will step in to take 
China’s place anytime soon.

So is there still any case to be 
made against pure unilateral free 
trade? Perhaps. There’s also the 
possibility that exports raise pro-
ductivity, and should be encoura-
ged.

Economists have long known 
that exporters tend to be more 
productive than companies that 
focus purely on the domestic 
market. This could be just because 
high-productivity companies are 
more likely to compete interna-
tionally in the first place. But the-
re is also some evidence that once 
a company enters world markets, 
its productivity actually goes up. 
For example, economists Soura-
fel Girma, David Greenaway and 
Richard Kneller found this sort 
of positive effect for British ma-
nufacturing companies. Slovenia 
and some other developing coun-
tries have yielded similar results. 
Harvard economist Dani Rodrik 
has argued that exporting helps 
companies discover what they’re 
good at.

If nudging companies to export 
can raise productivity, the U.S. 
has work to do. The country’s do-

mestic market is so big that lots of 
companies don’t bother to com-
pete globally:

So exporting more might help 
even a high-productivity country 
such as the U.S. The same goes 
for Japan, which despite its legen-
dary export prowess is actually a 
fairly closed economy.

The U.S. currently does some 
export promotion, via the Expor-
t-Import Bank. But this tends to 
focus on large companies that 
are already competitive in wor-
ld markets. A better approach 
would be to provide assistance 
for companies to start exporting, 
by providing them with targeted 
loans, information about foreign 
markets and assistance develo-
ping overseas sales operations.

Also, the U.S. should consider 
being less tolerant of countries 
that intervene in markets to keep 
their currencies cheap versus the 
dollar - as China did back in the 
2000s. This acts as a subsidy for 
those countries’ exporters, but it’s 
also effectively a tax on impor-
ts from the U.S. Getting tougher 
on currency manipulation could 
help U.S. companies start selling 
overseas.

So although the China shock is 
over, there are still some ways in 
which pure unilateral free trade 
might not be quite the best policy. 
Economists, as well as U.S. policy 
makers, should think more about 
export promotion. Bloomberg

CHina plans to ex-
pand use of ethanol 

in gasoline nationwide 
by 2020 to curb smog 
and fossil fuel demand, 
the government said 
yesterday, joining Uni-
ted States, Brazil and 
other nations that use 
blended fuel.

The announcement 
adds to a series of ini-
tiatives to clean up smo-
g-choked Chinese cities 
and control surging de-
mand for imported oil. 
The government is spen-
ding heavily to develop 
an electric car industry 
and has raised sales ta-
xes on vehicles with lar-
ger engines.

Plans call for China to 
develop a demonstra-
tion facility by 2020 that 
can make 50,000 tons 
of ethanol a year from 
cellulose, according to 

the Cabinet’s National 
Energy Administration. 
It said that would ex-
pand to commercial sca-
le by 2025.

“It is an ideal alterna-
tive to fossil fuel,” said 
an unidentified NEA 
official quoted by the 
official Xinhua News 
Agency.

China is the world’s 
biggest energy consu-
mer and auto market. It 
started producing etha-
nol from corn in 2004 
but banned use of food 
crops in 2007, promp-
ting suppliers to switch 
to straw stalks and other 
materials. About one-
fifth of gasoline produ-
ced in China has added 
ethanol, according to 
Xinhua.

Regulators later eased 
the ban on use of food 
crops in some areas. Xi-
nhua said the latest plan 
is intended in part to 
use up aging stockpiles 
of corn.

Other governments in-
cluding Brazil and the 
United States require 
gasoline to contain from 
10 percent to as much 
as 85 percent ethanol to 
curb emissions and re-

duce petroleum demand.
The NEA gave no in-

dication what level of 
ethanol would be requi-
red, but Xinhua said it 

ANALySIS

China isn’t the only reason 
to question free trade
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Beijing plans nationwide ethanol use by 2020

 About 
one-fifth 
of gasoline 
produced 
in China 
has added 
ethanol, 
according to 
Xinhua China’s President Xi Jinping (left) and Brunei’s Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah review an honor guard during 

a welcome ceremony at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing yesterday.

ONE SHOT NEWS

would be 10 percent.
On Saturday, a deputy 

industry minister said 
Beijing is developing a 
timetable to phase out 

production and sales 
of traditional fuel cars. 
France and Britain an-
nounced similar plans 
in July. AP
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Julhas Alam, Cox’s Bazar

With Myanmar drawing con-
demnation for violence 

that has driven at least 370,000 
Rohingya to flee the country, the 
government said yesterday its 
leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, will 
skip this month’s U.N. General 
Assembly.

Suu Kyi will miss the assembly, 
which opened yesterday [Macau 
time] and runs through Sept. 
25, in order to address domestic 
security issues, according to pre-
sidential office spokesman Zaw 
Htay.

Her appearance at last year’s 
General Assembly was a land-
mark: her first since her party 
won elections in 2015 and repla-
ced a military-dominated gover-
nment. Even then, however, she 
faced criticism over Myanmar’s 
treatment of Rohingya Muslims, 
whose name she did not utter. 
Members of the ethnic group are 
commonly referred to as “Benga-
lis” by many in Buddhist-majori-
ty Myanmar who insist they mi-
grated illegally from Bangladesh.

Suu Kyi is not Myanmar’s presi-
dent — her official titles are state 
counselor and foreign minister 
— but she effectively serves as 
leader of the Southeast Asian na-
tion.

Zaw Htay said that, with Pre-
sident Htin Kyaw hospitalized, 
second Vice President Henry 
Van Tio would attend the U.N. 
meeting.

“The first reason [Suu Kyi can-
not attend] is because of the 
Rakhine terrorist attacks,” Zaw 
Htay said. “The state counselor 
is focusing to calm the situation 
in Rakhine state. There are cir-

cumstances. The second reason 
is, there are people inciting rio-
ts in some areas. We are trying 
to take care of the security issue 
in many other places. The third 
is that we are hearing that there 
will be terrorist attacks and we 
are trying to address this issue.”

The crisis erupted on Aug. 25, 
when an insurgent Rohingya 
group attacked police outposts in 
Myanmar’s Rakhine state. That 
prompted Myanmar’s military 
to launch “clearance operations” 

against the rebels, setting off 
a wave of violence that has left 
hundreds dead and thousands of 
homes burned — mostly Rohin-
gya in both cases.

Zaw Htay said of 471 “Bengali” 
villages in three townships, 176 
are now completely empty and at 
least 34 others are partially aban-
doned.

He said there had been at least 
86 clashes through Sept. 5, but 
none since then.

“What that means is, when the 

security forces are trying to stabi-
lize the region, they have succee-
ded to a point,” he said.

The government blames Rohin-
gya for the violence, but journa-
lists who visited the region found 
evidence that raises doubts about 
its claims that Rohingya set fire 
to their own homes.

Many of the Rohingya who 
flooded into refugee camps in 
Bangladesh told of Myanmar 
soldiers shooting indiscriminate-
ly, burning their homes and war-
ning them to leave or die. Others 
said they were attacked by Bud-
dhist mobs.

Suu Kyi, a Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate who lived under house 
arrest for many years under a mi-
litary junta that ultimately gave 
way to an elected government, 
has faced a torrent of internatio-
nal criticism and pressure since 
the crisis erupted.

Hundreds of people marched in 
India’s capital yesterday deman-
ding an end to violence against 
Rohingya in Myanmar. Police 
stopped the group some distance 
from Myanmar’s embassy.

The protesters criticized Suu 
Kyi, asking whether she had re-
ceived the Nobel Prize for pro-
moting peace or for persecuting 
Rohingya.

Bangladesh has been overwhel-

med with the massive influx of 
Rohingya, many of whom arri-
ved hungry and traumatized af-
ter walking for days through jun-
gles or being packed into rickety 
wooden boats.

Thousands lined up yesterday 
outside a makeshift relief center 
in Cox’s Bazar district that was 
distributing rice, sugar and other 
relief materials.

Mamunur Rashid of the Inter-
national Organization for Migra-
tion said the supplies would be 
enough to help about 5,000 of 
the roughly 370,000 Rohingya 
who have arrived in Bangladesh 
in recent weeks.

Before Aug. 25, Bangladesh 
had already been housing some 
500,000 Rohingya refugees who 
fled earlier flashes of violence 
including anti-Muslim riots in 
2012.

Bangladesh Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina has pledged to 
help the new arrivals, but de-
manded that Myanmar “take 
their nationals back.”

Many of the new arrivals were 
staying in schools, or were hud-
dling under tarps in makeshift 
settlements along roads and in 
open fields.

Basic resources were scarce, 
including food, clean water and 
medical aid. AP

THe Philippine pre-
sident refused a de-

mand by his most vocal 
critic to publicly release 
details of his bank ac-
counts to disprove alle-
gations that he had lar-
ge sums of undeclared 
money.

President Rodrigo Du-
terte said in a news con-
ference yesterday that if 
opposition Sen. Anto-
nio Trillanes IV wanted 
“to get evidence, do not 
get it from my mouth. 
You must be stupid [...] 
Why would I give you 
the pleasure?”

Trillanes first alleged 
Duterte had unexplai-
ned wealth during the 
presidential campaign 
last year. In February, 
he publicly raised the 
issue again because he 
said Duterte had not yet 
revealed details of the 

more than 2 billion pe-
sos (USD39 million) he 
allegedly kept in bank 
accounts as a former 
city mayor.

Duterte inadvertently 
brought the issue back 
to public focus recently 
when he alleged Trilla-
nes has several undecla-
red joint bank accounts 
with unidentified Chi-
nese men in Hong Kong, 
Malaysia, Australia 
and the United States. 
Trillanes denied it and 
signed about a dozen 
waivers for authorities 
to look into the alleged 
bank accounts and de-
manded that Duterte do 
the same.

Duterte went on a per-
sonal attack against 
Trillanes, one of his 
harshest critics and 
a former navy offi-
cer once detained for 

a failed coup plot. He 
mocked Trillanes for 
losing the vice presi-
dential race last year 
and alleged that the se-
nator keeps huge funds 
in his bank accounts in 
amounts just below the 
level that could spark a 
Central Bank inquiry.

Duterte said a move by 
another senator to file 

an ethical complaint 
against Trillanes could 
lead to his ouster from 
the chamber “because 
of his behavior.”

Trillanes is among key 
officials critical of some 
of Duterte’s policies 
who are facing ouster 
attempts by the presi-
dent’s political allies 
who overwhelmingly 
dominate the Philippi-
ne Congress.

Yesterday, the majori-
ty of the members of the 
Justice Committee of 
the House of Represen-
tatives voted to declare 
an impeachment com-
plaint against Supre-
me Court Chief Justice 
Maria Lourdes Sereno 
sufficient to investigate 
her.

On Tuesday, 
lawmakers voted to 
slash the annual budget 

of the Commission on 
Human Rights to 1,000 
pesos ($20) for next 
year, although the de-
cision can still be chan-
ged.

Critics were alarmed 
by the move, which 
they said could effecti-
vely abolish the agen-
cy, which was created 
under the constitution 
to investigate human 
rights violations. The 
agency was seeking an 
annual budget of 649 
million pesos ($12.7 
million).

Commission Chair-

man Chito Gascon has 
been a vocal critic of 
Duterte’s bloody crack-
down on illegal drugs 
that has left thousands 
of people dead.

U.N. rights expert Ag-
nès Callamard said the 
move to massively cut 
the rights agency’s bu-
dget was “reprehensi-
ble and unconscionab-
le.”  Filipino Rep. Edcel 
Lagman said the con-
gressional move that 
could virtually abolish 
a constitutional com-
mission was “unconsti-
tutional.” AP

myANmAr

As Rohingya flee violence, 
Suu Kyi skips UN meeting

PHILIPPINES

Duterte refuses call to open his 
bank accounts to scrutiny

 
You must be 
stupid [Sen. 
Trillanes 
Iv] ... Why 
would I give 
you the 
pleasure?

RoDRIGo DUTERTE
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 Flynn has 
been dogged 
by questions 
about his lack of 
disclosure of a 
Turkish lobbying 
operation

Chad Day & Stephen Braun,
Washington

Former business associa-
tes of Michael Flynn have 

told lawmakers that he trave-
led to the Middle East in 2015 
as part of a private proposal 
to build nuclear power plants 
across the region, a trip that the 
former Trump administration 
national security adviser never 
disclosed during his security 
clearance process.

In a letter released yesterday, 
two top House Democrats re-
veal that companies involved in 
the proposal provided details of 
Flynn’s trip in June 2015 that 
suggest he also failed to report 
contacts with Israeli and Egyp-
tian government officials. The 
lawmakers — Rep. Elijah Cum-
mings of Maryland and Rep. 
Eliot Engel of New York — are 
now asking the companies and 
Flynn to provide the names and 
nationalities of any officials he 
met with during the trip abroad.

The information released by 
the lawmakers is the latest evi-
dence that Flynn didn’t fully 
account for his foreign contac-
ts and business entanglements 
even though he was liable for 
possible federal criminal penal-
ties for lying or omitting such 

information. Security clearance 
questionnaires specifically ask 
applicants to report any mee-
tings abroad or contacts with 
foreign government officials 
that occurred in the previous 
seven years. As a former direc-
tor of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency, Flynn maintained a 
security clearance. His last re-
newal was in early 2016.

Flynn has been dogged by 
questions about his lack of dis-
closure of a Turkish lobbying 
operation and of foreign pay-
ments he accepted after lea-
ving the military in 2014. Flynn 
also was forced to resign his 
Trump administration post in 
February after White House of-
ficials determined that he had 
misled them about the nature of 
diplomatic conversations with 
Russia’s ambassador to the U.S.

Special counsel Robert 
Mueller is scrutinizing Flynn’s 
foreign interactions as part of 
his probe into Russia’s med-
dling in the 2016 election and 
any possible coordination with 
Trump associates. Earlier this 
year, that investigation incor-
porated an ongoing federal 
probe into Flynn’s lobbying for 
a Turkish businessman during 
the final months of the presi-
dential campaign.

Flynn’s attorney, Robert Kel-
ner, declined to comment on 
the letter. Flynn’s legal team 
has previously said that he’d 
like to cooperate with Congress 
but only intended to respond 
to subpoenas that compel him 
to do so. As members of the 
minority party, Cummings, the 
ranking member on the House 
Oversight and Government Re-
form Committee, and Engel, the 
ranking member of the House 
Foreign Affairs committee, do 
not have subpoena power.

Cummings and Engel first 
raised concerns in June about 
Flynn’s 2015 Mideast trip after 
Newsweek reported that Flynn 
had worked with companies 
angling to persuade foreign go-
vernments and companies to 

join in a plan to build a cluster 
of 40 nuclear plants in the Mi-
deast for civilian power needs. 
The lawmakers also seized 
on a comment Flynn made in 
congressional testimony in the 
summer of 2015, in which he 
said that he had just returned 
from the Middle East.

In their latest letter, Cum-
mings and Engel write that “it 
appears that General Flynn vio-
lated federal law by omitting 
this trip and these foreign con-
tacts from his security clearance 
renewal application in 2016 and 
concealing them from security 
clearance investigators who in-
terviewed him as part of the ba-
ckground check process.”

Because of the potential for 
a criminal violation, the two 
lawmakers say they are provi-
ding Mueller with the responses 
from the companies.

According to the letter and do-
cuments released by Cummin-
gs and Engel, Flynn’s Mideast 
trip was backed by ACU Stra-
tegic Partners, a U.S. firm that 
sent him to persuade officials to 
support a plan involving com-
panies from the U.S., Russia, 
France, the Netherlands, Bri-
tain, Ukraine, Israel and several 
Persian Gulf nations.

Dr. Thomas Cochran, an advi-

ser to ACU Strategic Partners, 
told the lawmakers that Flynn 
was expected to press Egyptian 
and other officials to hold off 
on accepting a rival offer from 
Russia to finance and construct 
a smaller system of four reac-
tors in Egypt and two in Jordan.

Flynn’s Egypt visit “was to 
convince the government at 
least to postpone accepting the 
Russian offer to finance and 
build four reactors in order to 
carefully consider the ACU al-
ternative,” Cochran said in his 
response. Flynn also traveled to 
Israel where, Cochran said, he 
sought to assure Israel that the 
project would be in its interest.

The proposal has never got-
ten beyond the planning stage. 
But in his response, Cochran 
indicated that there could be 
support from the Trump ad-
ministration, particularly in its 
effort to involve both U.S. and 
Russian interests. “The ACU 
project gives President Trump 
and Secretary [Rex] Tillerson a 
valuable private sector mecha-
nism for helping stabilize and 
improve relations with Russia 
as well as helping accelerate 
U.S.-Russia cooperation in the 
Middle East,” Cochran said.

In a separate response to the 
congressmen, ACU Managing 
Director Alex Copson confir-
med that ACU paid Flynn’s tra-
vel expenses and wrote him a 
USD25,000 check for “loss of 
income and business opportu-
nities resulting from this trip.” 
But Copson told the lawmakers 
that banks records show Flynn 
never cashed the check.

Flynn had previously not dis-
closed his compensation on his 
government financial disclosu-
re filed earlier this year, but in 
August, he filed an amended 
disclosure that listed he had re-
ceived more than $5,000 from 
ACU. Flynn also listed that he 
was a consultant to another 
company, IronBridge Group, 
which was connected to the 
project.

An attorney for retired Rear 
Adm. Michael Hewitt, the chair-
man of IronBridge, confirmed 
to lawmakers that Flynn took 
the trip, but did not provide de-
tails of his foreign contacts.

Thomas Egan, an attorney for 
ACU, said Tuesday that he had 
received the lawmakers’ letter, 
but the company had not yet 
decided whether it would res-
pond. Michael Summersgill, an 
attorney for IronBridge, did not 
respond to a telephone message 
Tuesday seeking comment.

Since the late 1990s, Cop-
son has promoted a series of 
international nuclear-related 
projects that have not come to 
fruition. The House letter cites 
an April 2016 email forwarded 
from Copson to Hewitt and se-
veral others showing that Cop-
son initially envisioned the U.S. 
and Russia as developing the 
reactor project. But turbulence 
in Syria and the Iran nuclear 
deal led Copson to propose 
bringing in other partners, in-
cluding China. AP

uSA

Top Dems say Flynn left Mideast 
trip off security clearance

Former National Security Adviser Michael Flynn
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BagHDaD’s central crimi-
nal court sentenced a Rus-

sian national to death by han-
ging for his membership in the 
Islamic State group, the court 
said in a statement.

The man was arrested as Ira-
qi forces pushed the extremist 
group out of Mosul’s western 
half, according to the state-
ment released yesterday [Ma-
cau time]. The fight for Mosul’s 
west was the second phase of the 
operation to retake Iraq’s second 
largest city from IS that was lau-
nched in October of last year and 
declared complete in July.

The individual was tried under 
Iraq’s anti-terrorism law and 
confessed to carrying out “ter-
rorist operations” against Iraqi 
security forces since 2015, said 
Abdul-Sattar Bayrkdar, spokes-
man for Iraq’s supreme judicial 
council.

Earlier this week, Iraqi forces 
announced they were holding 
more than 1,300 foreign women 
and children from 14 countries 
at a camp for displaced people 
in northern Iraq. The individuals 

from 14 countries surrendered 
to Kurdish forces at the end of 
August after an Iraqi offensive 
drove the extremist group from 
the northern town of Tal Afar, 
near Mosul, Iraqi security offi-
cials said.

The women and children will 
not be charged with crimes and 
will likely be repatriated to their 
home countries, the officials 
said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity in line with regula-
tions.

In 2016, Iraqi Prime Minister 
Haider al-Abadi attempted to 
fast-track death sentences as his 
government faced growing anti-

government protests demanding 
reform.

However, he United Nations 
warned the move would likely 
result in “gross, irreversible mis-
carriages of justice [...] given the 
weaknesses of the Iraqi justice 
system,” according to a state-
ment from U.N. High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights Zeid 
Ra’ad Al Hussein.

Rights groups criticize Iraq’s 
widespread use of the death pe-
nalty. In 2016, Iraq executed 
more than 88 people, topped 
only by Saudi Arabia, Iran and 
China, according to Amnesty in-
ternational. AP
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Court sentences Russian 
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SPain’s top prosecutor is 
investigating more than 700 

Catalan mayors for cooperating 
with a planned referendum on 
the region’s independence after 
the nation’s constitutional court 
ordered the vote put on hold, the 
prosecutor’s office said yester-
day.

Catalonia’s regional police for-
ce is under orders to arrest the 
mayors if they refuse to appear 
for questioning, State Prosecutor 
Jose Manuel Maza’s office said.

The announcement signifi-
cantly raised the stakes in an 
increasingly tense standoff be-
tween Catalan independence 
supporters and national autho-
rities over the referendum plan-
ned for Oct. 1.

If mayors and their munici-
palities cannot help organize 
balloting, the vote is unlikely to 
proceed. Maza’s order also puts 
regional police officers in the 
uneasy position of carrying out 
commands from Madrid in their 
towns and cities.

The pro-independence coali-
tion ruling Catalonia has vowed 
to hold the referendum, defying 
a prohibition by Spain’s Consti-
tutional Court. It has asked the 
947 mayors in the northeastern 

region to provide voting facili-
ties.

Maza ordered the prosecutors 
in Spain’s 17 provinces to investi-
gate the 712 mayors who already 
have offered to provide munici-
pal premises as polling stations.

Most of Catalonia’s mayors 
have said they would cooperate 
with the referendum. However, 
the willing mayors represent less 
than half of the region’s voting-a-
ge population.

Urban support is key for the pro- 
independence movement, espe-
cially the Catalan capital of Bar-
celona, which is home to around 
20 percent of voters. AP

SPAIN 

Officials crank up pressure 
on Catalan breakaway bid
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what’s ON ...

MoMoko Solo Exhibition
tiME: 11am-6pm (Closed on Mondays and public 
holidays)
Until: September 27, 2017 
VEnUE: 10 Fantasia, No. 10, Calçada da lgreja de 
S. Lázaro 
AdMiSSion: Free 
EnqUiriES: (853) 2835 4582

thE rEcUltiVAtion of cUltUrE: An Exhibition 
of crEAtiVE Script hAnd lEttEring
tiME: 9am-10pm daily
Until: october 31, 2017 
VEnUE: Gallery at Team Building, IFT, Colina de 
Mong-Há, 
AdMiSSion: Free 
EnqUiriES: (853) 8598 1489

ox WArEhoUSE childrEn’S ArtlAnd 2017
tiME: 12pm-7pm(Closed on Tuesdays and 
mandatory holidays) 
Until: September 27, 2017 
VEnUE: Intersection of Av. do Coronel Mesquita and 
Av. do Almirante Lacerda 
AdMiSSion: Free 
EnqUiriES: (853) 2853 0026 

in SEArch of thoSE JoUrnEyS - A 
rEtroSpEctiVE Exhibition of thE fErry 
trAnSport bEtWEEn MAcAU And thE iSlAndS 
tiME: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm, 
closed on Mondays) 
Until: october 5, 2017 
VEnUE: Nostalgic House of Taipa Houses 
AdMiSSion: Free 
EnqUiriES: 8988 4000 

Exhibition by Wong ngA pEng
tiME: 11am-6pm (Closed on Mondays and public 
holidays)
Until: october 8, 2017 
VEnUE: 10 Fantasia, No. 10, Calçada da lgreja de S. 
Lázaro 
AdMiSSion: Free 
EnqUiriES: (853) 2835 4582

this day in history

one of the candidates in for mayor in St. John’s, Newfoun-
dland, has become a celebrity — the one with fur and four legs.

It’s a 5-year-old Australian cattle dog named Finn. He’s featured 
in a tongue-in-cheek, campaign-style YouTube video that has 
been making the rounds on social media.

owner Glenn Redmond said this week a lot of people are 
saying Finn is the best candidate, but he concedes the dog’s 
name won’t actually be on the ballot.

Redmond says he made the video to draw attention to local 
issues like potholes and sidewalk snow clearing. He says Finn 
will soon be featured in another video asking local people who 
they are voting for in the municipal election Sept. 26.

 Offbeat
the name is finn: dog’s 
youtube ‘candidacy’ is a big hit 
in newfoundland

Princess Grace of Monaco has died of the injuries she 
sustained in a car crash near Monte Carlo yesterday.

The Hollywood actress Grace Kelly - who starred in 
the Alfred Hitchcock hits Dial M for Murder and Rear 
Window - suffered a brain haemorrhage.

A statement issued by the royal palace said she died at 
2130 GMT after her conditioned worsened throughout 
the morning and become irreversible by the afternoon.

It also said the former film star’s husband, Monaco’s 
head of state Prince Rainier, and her three children 
were at her bedside when she died.

The US-born princess’ youngest daughter Stephanie 
was in the car at the time of the accident, but suffered 
only light bruising.

The news of her death was unexpected as previous re-
ports from the palace had indicated that despite broken 
ribs, leg and collarbone she was in a stable condition.

The Monaco royal family also released an account 
of yesterday’s accident and said the princess had lost 
control of the car when the brakes failed.

After leaving the road her 10-year-old Rover tumbled 
100 ft (30.5 m) down a ravine, turning over several times 
before coming to rest in a garden.

But a witness who was driving behind the two prin-
cesses said the car began zigzagging erratically some 
time before the crash happened.

Two engineers from British Leyland are on their way to 
Monte Carlo to examine the wreckage.

courtesy BBc news

1982 hollywood princess dead

in context
Princess Grace was given a full royal funeral at the Cathedral of St 
Nicholas in Monte Carlo.
Her daughter Stephanie - who was later reported to have suffered a se-
rious cervical fracture rather than slight bruising - was too ill to attend.
The Leyland engineers who were sent to the crash scene said the car 
had been in a perfect state before the accident.
It was later determined the princess had probably suffered a minor 
stroke which had caused her to lose control of the car.

cineteatro
14 sep - 20 sep

It
room 1
2:15, 4:45, 7:15 9:45pm
director: Andres Muschietti
Starring:   bill Skarsgård, Jaeden lieberher, finn wolfhard     
language: english (chinese)
duration: 135min

wolf wARRIoR II
room 2
2:15, 4:45, 7:15 9:45pm
director: Jason wu
Starring: Jason wu, Qian Yu, nan Yu    
language: Putonghua (chinese & english)
duration: 126min

dAngAl
room 3
2:30, 6:00, 9:00pm
director: nitesh tiwari
Starring:  Aamir Khan, Sakshi tanwar, fatima Sana Shaikh     
language: hindi (chinese & english)
duration: 164min

12:50
13:00
13:30
14:50
15:00
17:40
19:25
19:50
20:30
21:00
21:10
22:10
22:50
23:00
23:30
23:50
00:40
01:00
03:05

AL Elections Campaign
TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
AL Elections Campaign
RTPi Live    
Champions League: Benfica - CSKA (Repeated)
The Cariocas (Repeated)   
Soap opera
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
AL Elections Campaign
Electoral Debate
The Cariocas 
AL Elections Campaign
TDM News    
Champions League Highlights
Miscellaneous
The Legendary Tiger Man
Champions League: Hoffenheim - Braga (Live)
RTPi Live
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AcRoSS: 1- She played Carla on “Cheers”; 5- Knock vigorously; 8- Bhutan’s 
continent; 12- Countess’s husband; 13- Governed; 15- Performs; 16- Prissy; 17- Make 
___ of (write down); 18- At the drop of ___; 19- Question a decision; 22- Give ___ rest!; 
23- Chem. or biol.; 24- Retain; 26- Monetary unit of Macao; 29- Lens settings; 31- 
Fireplace shelf; 32- Home ______; Culkin movie; 34- Fishhook line; 36- The Beatles’ 
“Back in the ___”; 38- Bert’s buddy; 40- Ladies of Spain: Abbr.; 41- French beans?; 
43- Looks after; 45- Hobby shop buy; 46- Nero’s tutor; 48- Make straight; 50- Ark-
eologist?; 51- ___-Magnon man; 52- Magician’s prop; 54- Mutual discussion; 61- 
Buffalo’s lake; 63- Shoot for; 64- French 101 verb; 65- Dramatic conflict; 66- Tedious; 
67- Wrestling surfaces; 68- Fishing hole; 69- ___ Angeles; 70- Type of machine found 
in Las Vegas;
 
down: 1- Gym counts; 2- Fabled loser; 3- Rocker Clapton; 4- Nearly; 5- Ladder step; 
6- Diamond family name; 7- Sneaky guy?; 8- 
Small battery size; 9- Belgian breed of small 
dog; 10- Let’s just leave ___ that; 11- Dog 
star; 13- Embryonic root; 14- Student tables; 
20- Final Four org.; 21- Complete collections; 
25- Ages and ages; 26- Assumed attitudes; 
27- Withholding of one’s vote; 28- Artery 
that feeds the trunk; 29- Juke; 30- Killed; 31- 
Humble dwelling; 33- U-turn from SSW; 35- 
D-Day craft; 37- Nevada city; 39- Appetite; 
42- Actor Connery; 44- Chapter of the Koran; 
47- Inexpensive; 49- Clan emblems; 52- Pile; 
53- Jason’s ship; 55- Female child; 56- 
Melville novel; 57- Soviet news agency; 58- 
Romance lang.; 59- ___ take arms against...; 
60- Tree house; 62- Break off;  

THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU
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Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
customs 28 559 944
S. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
commission Against 
corruption (ccAc) 28326 300
IAcM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water Supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIn MAx condItIon

chInA

woRld

11
11
10
9
20

drizzle
drizzle/moderate

heavy rain
drizzle

clear

20
7
21
10
19
10
20
23
16
19
23
19
21
26
27
27

28
19
31
19
27
23
24
33
25
28
27
29
26
31
35
32

17
18
19
15
27

cloudy/overcast
cloudy

clear/cloudy
clear/cloudy

cloudy
cloudy
drizzle
cloudy
shower
cloudy

cloudy/overcast
clear

cloudy/shower
moderate rain

clear
cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Seeing your family members in this 
type of mood is a rare occurrence. 
They’re fiery, assertive and willing 
to say anything that crosses their 
minds - except when it comes to 
exactly what they’re up to.

April 20-May 20
It’s time to stand up for yourself, 
which has never been something 
you’ve shied away from. Right 
about now, however, you’ll be more 
determined than ever to ensure no 
one takes advantage of you.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You’ve always been drawn to strong, 
fiery people - the kind who make 
exciting company simply because 
you’re never quite sure what they 
might say or do next. Just that type 
- your type - could be along shortly.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Throughout your life, pleasing the 
one you love has always been at the 
very top of your priority list. You need 
to find some time for yourself right 
now, however. After all, you really 
need to tend to a personal matter.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
When whatever you’re thinking 
emerges immediately from your 
mouth, you won’t be all that upset about 
it. If you’re not careful, however, your 
audience may need some consolation. 
But you’ll be careful - right?

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Every now and then, you need to 
spend some time alone, thinking 
about what’s really important 
to you. Take that time now - 
you really shouldn’t let anyone 
convince you otherwise. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You’re ordinarily far more concerned 
with home and family matters than 
with anything that involves your 
outer life. But right about now, you 
really will be thinking about only one 
thing...

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You’ve been trying to tell yourself 
those suspicions you’ve had were 
wrong; at this point, you need to 
buckle down and admit they were 
right on. And if you think about it, 
how could you possibly blame them?

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
If anyone can mingle, it’s you. You 
can chat with anyone about anything, 
mostly because you know just 
enough about almost everything to 
carry on a convincing conversation. 
You’ll be especially believable now. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Better keep a box of tissues handy, 
because you’re about to become 
unusually sentimental. Nostalgic, 
even. And maybe in the mood to 
reminisce. Whatever you’re feeling 
at the moment will emerge.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Life is working out just fine at 
the moment, and you’re ready to 
celebrate. Now, when things go 
along this well, it’s usually because 
two particular areas are as close to 
perfect as possible

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Enough is enough. It’s time to break 
your routine in a very big way. You’re 
thinking that even if you have to look 
elsewhere, it might be worth it - and 
‘elsewhere’ might mean another city, 
state, coast or even country.

  Aquarius Pisces
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WHaTever the 
competition, wha-
tever the level of 
opponent, Romelu 

Lukaku cannot stop scoring in 
his first season at Manchester 
United.

The Belgium striker kept up the 
impressive start to his United ca-
reer by heading in the second goal 
in a 3-0 win over Basel on the ope-
ning night of the Champions Lea-
gue yesterday.

That’s six goals in six games for 
United, across three competitions. 
He scored in the UEFA Super Cup 
against Real Madrid on his com-
petitive debut, two goals on his 
first start in the Premier League, 
and now on his first appearance 
in the Champions League group 
stage.

Signed from Everton for at 
least 75 million pounds (USD97 
million) this offseason, that hef-
ty transfer is looking money well 
spent.

“For a striker, it’s important as 
their performances are many ti-
mes analyzed by scoring or not 
scoring,” Mourinho said. “But I 
am happy with his performances 
overall — scoring, not scoring.”

The negative for Mourinho on a 
rainy night at Old Trafford, when 
Marouane Fellaini and Marcus 
Rashford also scored against an 
overwhelmed Swiss champion, 
was the sight of Paul Pogba hob-
bling off with an apparent left 
hamstring injury in the 19th mi-
nute.

Mourinho said he wasn’t sure 
about the severity of the injury, but 
the France midfielder left Old Tra-
fford on crutches. United’s captain 
for the match in the absence of 
Antonio Valencia, Pogba had two 
short spells out with hamstring 
problems in the second half of last 
season.

Fellaini, on as a substitute for Po-
gba, opened the scoring with a clo-
se-range header in the 35th before 
Lukaku climbed between two de-
fenders to nod home Daley Blind’s 
left-wing cross in the 53rd.

With two goals with his right foot, 

two with his left foot and now two 
with his head, Lukaku is showing 
he is a complete center forward.

Rashford completed the win in 
the 84th minute, soon after co-
ming on a substitute, when he 
scuffed a shot into the ground and 
over the goalkeeper from Fellaini’s 
cross.

Mourinho said United, a three-ti-
me European champion, was back 
in its “natural habitat” after being 
absent from the Champions Lea-
gue last season. United only qua-
lified for Europe’s top competition 
by winning the Europa League in 
May and this was a gentle intro-
duction to Group A, with Basel of-
fering little resistance.

“We can learn from this, and this 
is what I told my team at the final 
whistle,” Basel manager Raphael 
Wicky said. “This team was suf-
fering together, fighting together 
[...] but what I didn’t like at the be-

ginning was I saw a team that was 
quite scared.”

A few flicks and tricks failed to 
come off for United in the second 
half and Mourinho criticized his 
players for relaxing too much, 
saying: “We were playing fantasy 
football, Playstation football. I 
don’t like it.”

United looks to be the team to 
beat in Group A, which also con-
tains Benfica and CSKA Moscow, 
but Mourinho won’t be taking it 
easy.

“For the Real Madrids, Barce-
lonas and Bayern Munichs, the 
Champions League starts in Fe-
bruary. Now is just the warming 
up,” he said. “I think we are in the 
second level. The second level is, 
let’s qualify, let’s make the points 
to qualify for the knockout phase.

In group D, Lionel Messi finally 
added Italy great Gianluigi Buffon 
on his long, long list of vanquished 

goalkeepers.
Messi struck two shots past Bu-

ffon to lead Barcelona to a 3-0 
victory over Juventus in their ope-
ning match. Two of soccer’s all-ti-
me best players, the 39-year-old 
Buffon had denied Messi a goal 
in their previous three meetings, 
including Juventus’ 3-0 aggregate 
win in last season’s quarterfinals.

But once he found room to work, 
Messi picked Buffon’s Juventus 
apart - to take some revenge from 
last year’s elimination and conti-
nue his superb start to the current 
season.

Messi grabbed his 95th and 96th 
goals in the Champions League, 
breaking the deadlock just befo-
re the end of the first half in the 
Group D game. After he had hit 
the post and played a part in Ivan 
Rakitic’s second goal, Messi roun-
ded off the commanding win.

“Tonight [Messi] did score 

[against Buffon] because we left 
him too much space,” Juventus 
coach Massimiliano Allegri said. 
“[Messi] plays perfectly well in ti-
ght spaces, but today he had more 
space, and I would even say that 
we made it easier for him, leaving 
him so open.”

The first half was dull, apart from 
long-range attempts by Miralem 
Pjanic and Mattia De Sciglio for 
Juventus, until Messi struck just 
before the interval.

Ousmane Dembele, the most ex-
pensive signing in Barcelona’s his-
tory, made his first start for the Ca-
talan club. The 20-year-old France 
forward helped with a countera-
ttack that caught the Juventus 
defense off-guard. Messi took the 
ball from Dembele, worked a qui-
ck one-two with Luis Suarez and 
then rolled a left-foot shot just in-
side the far post.

Messi helped make it 2-0 in the 
56th when his dangerous low 
cross was cleared by substitute 
Stefano Sturaro back to Rakitic, 
who fired it home.

Messi got his second in the 69th 
when he took the ball on the right 
side and cut back to go around two 
defenders. He left Buffon with no 
chance against another left-foot 
strike that smacked into the lower 
corner of his net.

As Barcelona’s coach Ernesto 
Valverde put it, “when Messi has 
the ball, anything can happen.”

Barcelona defender Gerard Pi-
que cleared a header by Medhi Be-
natia off the line in Juventus’ best 
scoring opportunity in the 81st.

In the other Group D match, 
Sporting Lisbon won 3-2 at Olym-
piakos. AP

AusTralian mining 
billionaire Andrew 

Forrest is preparing to lau-
nch the Indo Pacific Rugby 
Championship, a six-team 
competition schedule to be-
gin next August.

Forrest was behind a push 
to have the Western For-
ce team remain in Super 
Rugby, but the Australian 
Rugby Union cut the Perth
-based club from the com-
petition for next season.  The 
Force also lost a Supreme 
Court attempt to have the 
ARU decision overturned.

Perth is set to be one of the 

teams in the new league, 
while Singapore has been 
mentioned as another.

Forrest said he was in ne-
gotiations with the ARU to 
ensure players who compete 
in his competition will also 
be eligible to play Super Ru-
gby and represent the Wal-
labies.

Forrest said it would be in 
the ARU’s best interests to 
allow Wallabies players to 
feature in the new competi-
tion.

Last month, Forrest called 
on Cameron Clyne to re-
sign as ARU chairman over 

rugby’s national governing 
body’s decision to axe the 
Force from the revamped 
Super Rugby competition. 
But the two men have since 
reconciled their differences, 
and Forrest said his discus-
sions with the ARU about 
the new competition had 
been positive.

“There’s been a fair bit of 
water under the bridge with 
Cameron and I,” Forrest 
said. “We had a frank and 
friendly discussion when he 
was here recently. But now 
with the Western Force be-
coming an international 

team [...] there should be 
nothing but collaboration on 
behalf of Australian rugby.”

Clyne said in a statement 
that the ARU is “involved 
in collaborative discussions 
with Andrew Forrest.”

“We do not wish to com-
ment on the specifics of any 
proposed new competitions 
while these discussions are 
at a preliminary stage,” Cly-
ne added. “ARU remains 
committed to maintaining 
a strong rugby presence in 
Western Australia and will 
explore all options in this re-
gard.” AP

FOOTBALL

Mou United back in style to the 
Champions; Messi beats Buffon

rugBy

Australian mining magnate 
plans 6-team rugby competition

Manchester United’s Romelu Lukaku celebrates his goal 

Sonny Bill Williams of New Zealand (left) and Ed Jenkins of Australia
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RoMAnIA’s coast guard 
yesterday rescued more 
than 150 migrants from 
Iraq and Iran, including 
56 children, from a 
ship in distress on the 
Black Sea, on what is 
becoming a favored 
route for migrants 
trying to reach Western 
Europe.

geRMAnY A nationalist 
party that wants 
germany to close its 
borders to migrants 
is predicted to enter 
Parliament for the 
first time this month, 
propelled by voters’ 
anger at over a million 
refugees let into the 
country since 2015.

SPAIn’s top prosecutor 
is investigating more 
than 700 Catalan 
mayors for cooperating 
with a planned 
referendum on the 
region’s independence 
after the nation’s 
constitutional court 
ordered the vote put on 
hold, the prosecutor’s 
office said yesterday. 
More on p15

eu The European 
union is in a healthier 
economic state than 
it’s been for more than 
a decade and is ready 
to move on from Brexit, 
the bloc’s top official 
said yesterday. Jean-
Claude Juncker said the 
Eu is “bouncing back” 
after a tough decade 
that’s seen much of the 
28-country mired in an 
economic crisis.

venezuelA Authorities 
say gunmen assaulted 
an army patrol in an 
eastern area where 
illegal mining has 
become increasingly 
common. Eleven of 
the attackers were 
killed and one soldier 
was wounded in the 
gunbattle.
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BUZZ
THE Mexican Man carrying USD450,000 

in DrUgS arreSteD on texaS bUS
U.S. Border Patrol officials say 

a Mexican national has been 
arrested aboard a bus in South 
Texas after bundles of heroin and 
methamphetamine worth more 
than USD450,000 were found 
taped to his body.

A Border Patrol officer inspec-
ting the bus at a checkpoint at 

Sarita, on U.S. Highway 77 about 
152.88 kilometers north of the 
Texas-Mexico border at Browns-
ville, noticed what appeared to 
be odd shaped bulges around a 
man’s waist.

The bulges turned out to be 
bundles of the drugs taped to the 
man’s body.

opinion
Made in Macao
Jenny Lao-Phillips

Lindsey Bahr

J.J. Abrams is returning 
to “Star Wars,” and will 

replace Colin Trevorrow as 
writer and director of “Epi-
sode IX,” pushing the film’s 
release date back seven 
months.

Disney announced Abrams 
return a week after news 
broke of Trevorrow’s depar-
ture. After several high-pro-
file exits by previous “Star 
Wars” directors, Lucasfilm 
is turning to the filmmaker 
who helped resurrect the 
franchise in the first place. 
Abrams will co-write the 
film with screenwriter Chris 
Terrio, who won an Oscar 
for adapting “Argo,” and 
also co-wrote “Batman v Su-
perman: Dawn of Justice.”

As the director of “The For-
ce Awakens,” Abrams reboo-
ted “Star Wars” to largely 
glowing reviews from fans 
and more than USD2 billion 
in box office. Abrams had 
said that would be his only 
film for the franchise, but 
he’s now been pulled back 
in.

Lucasfilm President Ka-
thleen Kennedy said that 
Abrams “delivered every-
thing we could have possibly 
hoped for” on “The Force 
Awakens” and added “I am 

so excited that he is coming 
back to close out this trilo-
gy.”

This move also means 
Abrams will be the only 
director aside from “Star 
Wars” creator George Lu-
cas to direct more than one 
“Star Wars” film.

“Star Wars: Episode IX” 
was originally slated to hit 
theaters in May 2019, but 
in the wake of the shift has 
officially been pushed back 
to a Dec. 20, 2019 release. It 
is the final installment in the 
new “main” Star Wars trilo-
gy that began with Abrams’ 
“The Force Awakens” in 
2015 and will continue this 
December with director 
Rian Johnson’s “The Last 
Jedi.”

Lucasfilm has had a num-
ber of public fallouts with 
“Star Wars” directors over 
the past few years.

Earlier this year the young 
Han Solo spinoff film par-
ted ways with director Phil 
Lord and Christopher Miller 
and swiftly replaced them 
with Ron Howard deep into 
production. In 2015, the 
company fired director Josh 
Trank from work on another 
Star Wars spinoff. And ex-
tensive reshoots on “Rogue 
One: A Star Wars Story” 
led to widespread specu-

lation that director Gareth 
Edwards had been unoffi-
cially sidelined by Tony Gil-
roy.

News of Abrams’ return 
was greeted warmly by fans 
on social media Tuesday. 
He hasn’t directed or com-
mitting to directing another 
project since “The Force 
Awakens,” and instead had 
been focused on producing.

“I’m very much enjoying 
taking a moment. Since I’ve 
done the show ‘Felicity,’ I’ve 
gone from project to project. 
So it’s been 20 years since I 
haven’t been prepping, cas-
ting, shooting, editing so-
mething,” Abrams told The 
Associated Press in March.

That moment, however 
brief, is over. For Abrams, 
it’s time to go back to the 
Millennium Falcon and that 
galaxy far, far away. AP

FILm 

J.J. Abrams to write 
and direct ‘Star Wars: 
Episode IX’

Hundreds of damaged vehicles pile up in a government improvised car depot at the Avenida da Nave 
Desportiva in Cotai, under the light rail infrastructure. 
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Fly me to the moon

These days, I have been hearing annual 
leave experts discussing how, by taking lea-
ve on the day of the Mid-Autumn Festival, 
which falls on 4 October – together with the 
Friday that week – you can have an extended 
nine-day vacation. Only then do I realize that 
Mid-Autumn (Chong Chao) is approaching, 
and this year, the festival contributes to a 
two-for-nine holiday during the golden week. 
That’s why the mooncakes are coming up 
early, and people seem to like Chong Chao 
more this year. 

Among the many festivals we celebrate in 
Macao, I always find the Mid-Autumn Festival 
the most romantic of them all. It is a quiet fes-
tival about gatherings and strolls under the 
big bright moon with dimly-lit lanterns, and 
then there is the lady who flew to the moon 
– Chang-o. Most people only know that Chan-
g-o took the elixir for immortality and then 
flew to the moon. The story seems to have a 
couple of different versions. 

The most referenced legend I found on the 
Internet tells that Chang-o was the beautiful 
wife of Hao Yi, the archer. The ancient earth 
used to be surrounded by ten suns, and one 
can imagine what it was like living here on 
a burning earth. With godlike archery skills, 
Hao Yi shot down nine of the suns, leaving 
us with the one we have now. Aside from the 
people, even the gods were pleased with his 
work and decided to make him immortal. So 
the heavenly queen gave him an elixir of im-
mortality. 

Hao Yi did not take the elixir after receiving 
it, although no one knew why. I imagine he 
was trying to find out the side effects, and if 
he did, we may not have had the moon festi-
val. Anyway, Hao Yi hid his elixir of immorta-
lity somewhere in his house, but his greedy 
apprentice wanted it for himself. When Hao 
Yi was not home, the evil apprentice threate-
ned his wife, Chang-o, to give him the elixir. 
Seeing the greed and violence this appren-
tice might bring to the world if he was made 
immortal. Chang-o downed the elixir without 
knowing what would happen to her. 

After consuming the elixir, gravity could not 
hold her to the ground, and she slowly ascen-
ded to the moon. Hao Yi saw his wife flying 
to the moon, but there was nothing he could 
do. In his grief, he stood looking at the moon 
night after night setting out his wife’s favorite 
food, fruits and cakes, perhaps waiting for his 
wife to come down or just to commemorate 
her. Soon, people heard his story, and felt for 
his loss. So they all set out altars of Chang- 
o’s favorite food as an offering to her, whom 
later generations know as the moon goddess.

In another version of the story, Hao Yi was 
raised to the emperor’s throne after shooting 
down the nine suns. But power corrupts. He 
became a violent and evil emperor, making  
the lives of his people difficult. In his pride, 
he wanted to be immortal and so he went to 
ask for it from the heavenly queen, who gave 
him the elixir of immortality. His beautiful wife 
Chang-o didn’t want the people to suffer fore-
ver under his rule, so she took the elixir and 
flew to the moon. 

Whichever was the real legend, Chang-o 
took unknown medicine without knowing 
what side effect it may have for the good of 
the people. That is another thing that makes 
this festival romantic. Aside from the moon, 
lanterns and family gatherings, Chong Chao 
also has a legend of self-sacrifice for the 
greater good. 

Director-producer J.J. Abrams


