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three killed, 27 
injured in hong kong

science center 
reopens this week

Three people were killed 
and 27 others injured when 
a Hong Kong bus mounted a 
pavement 

The center’s repair works, 
following the damage 
caused by Typhoon Hato, are 
still incomplete P3

labor law 
changes 
under 
consultation 

 P7

Cultural Affairs Bureau lists 15 
elements of intangible heritage

NORTH KOREA In 
a show of American 
military might to North 
Korea, U.S. bombers 
and fighter escorts 
flew on Saturday to the 
farthest point north of 
the border between 
North and South Korea 
by any such American 
aircraft this century. 
The Pentagon said the 
mission in international 
airspace showed how 
seriously President 
Donald Trump takes 
North Korea’s “reckless 
behavior.”

ViETNAm-PHiliPPiNEs 
Two fishermen were 
found dead and five 
others were taken into 
custody after they were 
spotted fishing off the 
northwestern Philippines, 
sparking a night chase 
where a Vietnamese boat 
hit a Philippine navy ship 
and prompted its crew to 
fire shots.

PHiliPPiNEs President 
Rodrigo Duterte says he 
became a local millionaire 
at a young age due to 
inheritance and reiterated 
he has no unexplained 
wealth as alleged by 
his leading critic, who 
questioned his claim 
that he was born into an 
impoverished family.

iNdONEsiA More than 
35,000 people have fled a 
menacing volcano on the 
Indonesian tourist island 
of Bali, fearing it will erupt 
for the first time in more 
than half a century as 
increasing tremors rattle 
the region. More on p13
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Foul play suspected 
in Lisboa Palace fire
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We don’t 
consider other 
brands as 
competitors, 
we’re all friends 
in the industry 
and we all share 
our experience 
and resources 
with each other.

SaN Lee
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Lynzy Valles 

The collections of two local 
designers, Akina Lei and San 

Lee, are currently being showca-
sed at the Macau Fashion Gallery. 
The exhibition is part of the final 
phase of the “Brand Story – Ma-
cau Original Fashion Exhibition”, 
which will end on October 1.

Lei – who is also a personal 
image consultant, stylist to local 
artists and art and image director 
–  entered the fashion industry 
in 2009 and launched her brand 
“Salut, ça va?”

“I haven’t used my name to 
name my brand because I want 
‘Salut, ça va?’ to represent their 
own kind of style, and not only 
me,” Lei said.

Lee broke into the fashion in-
dustry shortly after in 2010, lau-
nching his brand “Zics Design.” 
He also works as an interior de-
signer.

According to both designers, 
the fashion industry in the region 
has undergone massive changes, 
citing the increasing support of 
the government and the growing 
number of aspiring young desig-
ners. 

Although the two designers do 
not own pop-up stores, they cur-
rently retail their products online 
through social media platforms. 

Despite the growing number of 
local designers, both Lei and Lee 
said that they do not see other 
designers as competitors as they 
all receive support from the same 
entities. 

“We don’t consider other brands 
as competitors, we’re all friends 
in the industry and we all sha-
re our experience and resources 

with each other. Sometimes we 
join together [for] some exhibi-
tions or some trade shows,” said 
Lee.

Echoing the same sentiments, 
Lei noted that all local designers 
have different signature styles, 
keeping the competition healthy.

The designers have previously 
said that it was far more challen-
ging several years ago. They re-
ceived little support from public 
entities, and faced difficulties ac-
quiring funding and sponsorship.

According to them, funding for 
local designers only became avai-
lable a few years ago, making it 
easier for newcomers to enter the 
market. 

The two designers also showca-
sed their collections at the Cen-
terstage Hong Kong earlier this 

month, an event which welcomed 
professional buyers from across 
the region.

The event was the first time ei-
ther designer had participated in 
such an exhibition, which provi-
ded them opportunities to reach 
clients outside Hong Kong and 
Macau.

“We had more chances to [get 
to] know some overseas buyers. 
[The organizers] will [introduce 
us to] professional and interes-
ting buyers [for] a small mee-
ting... and we can tell them our 
story and our designs to let them 
know more about local desig-
ners,” Lei shared. 

Lee also observed that local 
designers are eager to join the 
industry despite Macau’s small 
market, adding that “fashionable 

items” in the city are increasing.
Lee noted that the continuous 

support of the local government 
through the Macau Productivity 
and Technology Transfer Center 
(CPTTM) encourages younger de-
signers to remain in the industry.

“[The government] has some 
projects where you can apply to 
get some funding to start your 
career. They also organize some 
events so we can go overseas be-
cause we cannot only rely on the 
local market. We all need to ex-
tend our brand outside Macau,” 
said Lee.

Through an open call and se-
lections made by an adjudicating 
panel, six local designers were 
selected to participate in the 
“Brand Story – Macau Original 
Fashion Exhibition.”

The University of Ma-
cau (UM) recently 

awarded scholarships 
to outstanding students 
at the UM Scholarship 
Presentation Ceremony 
2017. The 131 awardees 
received scholarships 
worth a total of MOP1.1 
million, donated by 33 
institutions and indivi-
duals. 

In his speech, UM Rec-
tor Wei Zhao congratu-
lated the recipients and 
expressed gratitude to the 
scholarship donors. 

“The donations from 
various institutions and 
individuals show recogni-
tion of the university’s ef-
fort in promoting higher 
education development 
in Macau in the past three 

decades,” he said. 
“I am very happy to see 

the students’ outstanding 
achievements in various 
areas. Their achievemen-
ts speak of the effective-
ness of the university’s 
4G strategy: Great Pro-
fessors, Great Buildings, 
Great Knowledge, and 
Great Character.”

During the ceremony, 

scholarship recipient Ho 
Pak Ki – a second-year 
student from the Faculty 
of Arts and Humanities 
(FAH) and a member of 
Chao Kuang Piu College 
– shared her experiences 
with the audience and 
thanked the donors. 

Hu Lizao, another se-
cond-year student from 
the FAH and a member 

of Stanley Ho East Asia 
College, gave a music per-
formance with a Chinese 
hammered dulcimer.

The university said in a 
statement that it had re-
ceived a total of MOP4 
million in academic pri-
zes and scholarships from 
more than 50 institutions 
and individuals during 
the 2016/2017 academic 

year. The awards and 
scholarships were pre-
sented to students at the 
university’s convocation 
ceremony, congregation 
ceremony, as well as the 
honorary degree and hi-
gher degree conferment 
ceremony. 

More than 400 UM stu-
dents received scholar-
ships in the past year. 

Gov’t subsidy encourages local designers 
to pursue ambitions in the industry

EDUcATIoN 

UM awards scholarships to outstanding students

Akina Lei San Lee
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Another fire ra-
ged through the 
construction site of 
the Grand Lisboa 

Palace in the early hours of 
yesterday morning, the se-
cond such case after a similar 
incident back in March, and 
the fourth in the past three 
years. As in the previous 
case, the Judiciary Police 
said it believes foul play was 
the likely cause.

According to a TDM report, 
some 88 workers were on site 
when the fire was reported 
around Sunday midnight. 

All but one were success-
fully evacuated following the 
arrival of firefighters at the 
scene, but one non-resident 
worker was reported trapped 
on the building’s 14th floor. 
He was eventually rescued 
and taken to hospital.

The response from firefigh-
ters constituted 115 person-
nel and 35 fire engines equi-
pped with water canons.

But due to the windy wea-
ther, the fire proved difficult 
to combat and it took more 
than four hours for the res-

ponse team to quench it.
Lam Hio Fan from the Fire 

Services Bureau told TDM, 
“it’s an ongoing construction 

site so the environment was 
quite complex there with lots 
of construction materials and 
plus the area was fairly large. 

The lack of light has brought 
many difficulties to our res-
cue operations.”

A similar case was reported 

in March at the same cons-
truction site. Fire service au-
thorities said at the time that 
the fire, which originated in 
a storage room located on 
the 14th floor, was probably 
caused by arson.

Another two, separate but 
similar cases, were reported 
in the two years prior to the 
March incident.

The project is set to open 
its doors in the first half of 
2018. 

A representative of the re-
sort operator would not com-
ment to TDM on whether the 
opening will be impacted 
by yesterday’s incident. The 
representative said that the 
company would evaluate the 
site, but that construction 
works will go on as planned.

Renato Marques

The Macau gover-
nment’s intended 

amendments to the La-
bor Law will add “flexi-
bility, negotiability and 
functionality” to the 
current legal regime by 
establishing seven prio-
rity changes, the Labor 
Affairs Bureau (DSAL) 
informed the media in a 
press conference yester-
day at their headquar-
ters. A public consulta-
tion on the matter will 
launch today. 

Among the changes 
proposed by DSAL di-
rector Wong Chi Hong is 
the addition of three to 
five days of paid pater-
nity leave, as well as the 
possibility of an addi-
tional 14 days of unpaid 
leave for new mothers 
(after the 56 paid days 
granted by maternity 
leave) in cases where 
their absence from work 

can be justified.
The proposal also ad-

dresses the much-dis-
cussed topic of workers’ 
rights to enjoy an addi-
tional rest day for public 
holidays that coincide 
with their weekly rest 
day – an issue that the 
current law does not re-
gulate and that several 
lawmakers have deman-
ded be amended.

The new proposal pro-
vides that whenever a 
public holiday overlaps 
with an employee’s rest 
day, the employer shou-
ld determine an added 
rest day for the em-
ployee within a period 
of 30 days.

Another proposed 
change is the introduc-
tion of a mechanism 
that allows employees 
to, by written agreement 
with their employer, se-
lect any three out of a 
total of 10 obligatory 
public holidays in which 

they will take leave from 
work. 

DSAL said the mecha-
nism should “help to ma-
nage human resources.”  

The current law also 
affords employees who 
must work on a public 
holiday an additional 
day of leave within 30 
days, which the govern-
ment proposes to amend 
to 90 days.

The current law sta-
ted that employees who 
work on public holidays 
must be compensa-
ted with salary for that 
day, plus either a com-
pensatory rest day or 
double the amount of 
paid compensation. The 
proposal would amend 
this to compensation of 
two rest days, triple the 
amount of paid com-
pensation, or both a rest 
day and one day of extra 
payment.

Wong stated that these 
revisions were formula-
ted from “opinions col-
lected and suggestions 
from representatives of 
the employers and em-
ployees at the Coordi-
nation of the Social Af-
fairs,” noting that prio-
rity was given to “the 
issues that society pays 
more importance.”

The proposal is open 
to submissions from the 
public over the next 45 
days (until November 
8), after which resul-
ts will be analyzed and 

considered as part of 
the final bill. This will 
then be sent to the Le-
gislative Assembly for 
debate and approval.

In order to facilitate 
this process, DSAL has 
launched a dedicated 
website where members 
of the public may access 
and download the pro-
posal as well as make 
their submissions.

Another fire at Grand Lisboa 
adds fuel to arson theory

Gov’t proposes labor law changes 

minimum wage only for 2019

QUeStIoneD BY the 
media during the press 
conference, representa-
tives of the Labor Affairs 
Bureau confirmed that the 
minimum wage would only 
be discussed during the 
first quarter of 2019. The 
confirmation follows infor-
mation aired by Secretary 
for Economy and Finance, 
Lionel Leong, when he in-

formed of such date at the 
Legislative Assembly (AL) 
in late March this year. 
Choi Kit Wa, deputy head of 
the division of information 
and studies of DSAL said 
that the work “is already 
planned in the policy ad-
dress for 2018 and 2019,” 
being expected to reach the 
AL in the first trimester of 
2019.

Part-time work to have 
new regulations
In the double announcement made 

yesterday by the Labor Affairs Bureau, 
the officials also said that a part-time 
work regime will finally get the green li-
ght, after a document announcing a pu-
blic consultation was presented.

The new regime was said to be justified 
by a need for a “more flexible and resi-
lient way of working,” that was said to 
have been raised by society and necessi-
tated by the “MSAR’s social and econo-
mical development.”

The document, which proposes to allow 
the population to adjust their work to 
study and family needs, sets out a group 
of rules to grant workers formal employ-
ment protection, keeping most of their 
social safeguards.

It defines part-time employment as 
“any work that does not exceed 72 hours 
for each four-week [period],” work that 
needs to be agreed between employers 
and employees and that will be subject to 
a “written supporting document.” With 
regards to the latter, Choi Kit Wa, deputy 
head of the division of information and 
studies of DSAL said, “it doesn’t need 

to be a formal contract but a ‘certificate’ 
that proves the work relationship.”

The regime also sets out to  regulate  part - 
time work, such as through the inclusion 
of a system where both parties can agree 
on compensation for “overtime” and/or 
in “days of weekly rest” or “public holi-
day.”

It is also proposed that the worker re-
tains rights such as “sick leave” and “ma-
ternity leave,” although of a non-remu-
nerated kind.

On the other hand, is suggested that re-
gimes such as probation period, annual 
leave, prior notice, compensation for ter-
mination of contract and payments for 
social welfare, would not apply to this 
system. 

Choi further remarked that the regi-
me would only be applied to resident 
workers.

“We suggest that this regime wouldn’t 
apply to non-resident workers. Our pur-
pose is to allow more locals to enter the 
work market and to allow more options 
[for employers reducing in this way the 
need for non-residents].”

DSAL director Wong Chi Hong
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OffIcIal data released by 
the Statistic and Census 

Service (DSEC) shows the de-
trimental effect Typhoon Ha-
to’s arrival on August 23 had on 
Macau’s tourism figures.

According to DSEC, visitor 
arrivals in August edged down 
by 0.6 percent year-on-year to 
2,866,400, but decreased by 1.8 
percent month-to-month. Due 
to transportation infrastructure 
affected by the extreme weather 
phenomenon, same-day visi-
tors (1,318,600) decreased by 
6.2 percent year-on-year, while 
overnight visitors (1,547,800) 
increased by 4.8 percent.

Moreover, visitors’ average 
length of stay was about 0.1 days 
higher in the previous month 
than in August, 2016, with that 
of overnight visitors (2.2 days) 
rising 0.1 days and that of same-
day visitors remaining unchan-
ged at 0.2 days.

As the statistical distortion 
was produced solely in the final 
week of August while the rest of 
the month was unaffected, it can 
be concluded that the effect of 
the typhoon was considerable.

Analyzed by place of ori-
gin, visitors from Hong Kong 
(529,600) were affected most 
severely, with around 10.5 per-
cent fewer visitors traveling to 

the MSAR last month. Visitors 
from Taiwan (92,500) dipped 
by 1.9 percent year-on-year. 
Those from the U.S. (11,900), 
Canada (4,800), Australia 
(4,500) and the U.K. (4,300) 
also registered marginal de-
creases.

Conversely, visitors from 
mainland China increased by 
1.9 percent year-on-year to 
2,016,800 in August, with those 
from Guangdong Province and 
Hunan Province accounting for 
around 841,600 and 93,700 vi-
sitors, respectively. Meanwhile, 
the number of South Korean 
tourists in August (75,500) soa-
red by 30.8 percent last month.

Analyzed by mode of trans-
port, visitor arrivals by land 
(1,654,000) decreased by 1.1 
percent year-on-year, with tho-
se arriving via the Border Gate 
(1,413,000) decreasing by 2.3 
percent. Visitor arrivals by sea 
(966,000) dropped by 2.8 per-
cent year-on-year, while those 
by air (246,600) grew 13.5 per-
cent.

In the first eight months of 
2017, visitor arrivals totaled al-
most 21.35 million, up by 4.4 
percent year-on-year. Over-
night visitors increased 11.5 
percent year-on-year to 11.25 
million.

Hato dents tourism figures

The Macao Science Center 
(MSC) will reopen on Sep-

tember 29, although the repair 
works following the damage 
caused by Typhoon Hato are still 
incomplete.

“The center will reopen to the 
public on Friday, 29 September. 
As we are now striving to repair 
the aluminum cladding outsi-
de the Center and the facilities 
that were damaged by Typhoon 
Hato, visitors are advised to en-
ter the Center through the tem-
porary passageway and follow 
the instructions given by our sta-
ff on-site for safety reasons,” the 
MSC stated.

The center is organizing a full 
slate of activities to celebrate the 
Mid-Autumn Festival and the 
National Day holidays with the 
public. All visitors to the Exhi-
bition Center, and the first 30 
Macau residents to attend each 
Dome Show at the Planetarium, 
will enjoy free admission on Oc-
tober 1, National Day. The center 
will remain open on October 5, 
the day after Mid-Autumn Fes-
tival.

The “Think Brick – Play and 

Learn with LEGO Education” 
exhibition will be held on Fe-
bruary 28. According to MSC, 
“this activity enhances parent-
child interaction through bui-
lding bricks together, and it 
also helps children and youths 
to develop interest in learning 

Science Center 
reopens this week

a variety of scientific knowled-
ge.” 

The planetarium will screen 
three to four additional dome 
shows from October 1 to 8, inclu-
ding “Aurora: Lights of Wonder”, 
“The LEGO Movie The Expe-
rience” and “The Little Prince”. 
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TDM’S Macau Chan-
nel will extend its 

Portuguese broadcasting 
schedule on weekdays, 
starting from today. The 
service will run for 12 
uninterrupted hours, 
from 1 p.m. until 1 a.m.

Previously, much of 
weekday afternoons were 
occupied by a retransmis-
sion of RTP Internacio-
nal, a subsidiary service 
of Portugal’s public radio 
and television broadcas-
ter. However, TDM have 
now decided to use this 
airing time for a selection 
of domestic productions 
from their archives, as 
well as others acquired 
from external sources.

According to João Fran-
cisco Pinto, the director 
of TDM’s Portuguese ra-
dio and television chan-
nels, the extension will 
“offer Macau viewers an 
alternative in Portuguese 
to the RTP International 
broadcast.”

“We have been planning 
this [extension] for quite 
some time, but we nee-

ded to identify what kind 
of programs and acquire 
them. The main idea is to 
offer Portuguese-langua-
ge viewers an alternati-
ve to RTP Internacional, 
which is already available 
elsewhere,” he told the Ti-
mes last night.

“Some of the programs 
[TDM will air] are from 
our archives, from the 
‘80s and ‘90s,” he added. 
For example, “in the ‘80s, 
a lot of documentaries 
were made with the ob-
jective of portraying a cer-
tain type of life that was 
[then] about to disappear, 
like the fishing industry. 
Some of these programs 
are very rich. We are res-
toring them and digitizing 
them for rebroadcast to 
this new generation.”

For English-langua-
ge viewers, there will be 
some imported programs 
in English with Portugue-
se subtitles. Re-runs of 
the previous night’s TDM 
news and certain TV dra-
mas will be shown in the 
afternoon.

TDM to extend 
Portuguese 
broadcasting hours

The Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) 
announced on Friday the offi-

cial inventory of Macau’s intangible 
cultural heritage, as required by the 
provisions of the Cultural Heritage 
Protection Law.

According to a statement released 
by the IC, “the inventory is the basis 
for the safeguarding of intangible 
cultural heritage.”

The 15 items covered in the inven-
tory include Yueju opera (Cantonese 
opera), Cantonese naamyan (narra-
tive songs), Taoist ritual music, the 
Festival of the Drunken Dragon, the 
Procession of the Passion of Our 
Lord the God Jesus and the Proces-
sion of Our Lady of Fatima, Patuá 
theatre, Macanese gastronomy, her-
bal tea brewing, the craft of bamboo 
scaffolding, woodwork (specifically 
religious figure carving), and the be-
liefs and customs of A-Ma, Na Tcha, 
Tou Tei, and Chu Tai Sin.

Five of the 15 are new additions. 
These include bamboo scaffolding 
and the beliefs and customs of Tou 
Tei and Chu Tai Sin, which were 
proposed by local communities. 
Meanwhile, the Procession of the 
Passion of Our Lord the God Jesus 
and the Procession of Our Lady of 
Fatima were proposed by the IC.

According to the IC, the bureau 
assessed the new submissions and 
determined that their expressions, 
conservation status and cultural 
value met the requirements for the 
inventory, as per Article 74 of the 
Cultural Heritage Protection Law. 
After consulting the Cultural He-
ritage Committee, the IC included 
these items in the inventory as per 
Article 77 of the same law.

The IC has committed to perfor-

ming further studies of Macau’s 
intangible cultural heritage to upda-
te the inventory, as well as include 
qualified items in the “List of Intan-
gible Cultural Heritage” in order to 
safeguard the traditions of Macau’s 
communities.

Public departments, communities, 
groups or individuals that wish to 
propose further additions to the in-
ventory may submit their proposals 
to the IC.

IC lists 15 elements of 
intangible cultural heritage

Craft of bamboo scaffolding
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AUStralIa’S four largest 
banks have scrapped cash wi-

thdrawal charges for all users, as 
the banking industry tries to sal-
vage its reputation after a series of 
scandals.

Commonwealth Bank of Austra-
lia, the nation’s biggest lender, said 
yesterday it would immediately re-
move the AUD2 (USD1.60) fee for 
all users of its 3,400 branded au-
tomated teller machines across the 
country.  Westpac Banking Corp. 
and National Australia Bank Ltd. 
followed hours later, while Austra-
lia & New Zealand Banking Group 
Ltd. said it would halt the charge 
from early October.

The announcements came two 
days after Treasurer Scott Morri-
son announced draft legislation 
to hold bank executives to “heigh-
tened standards of behavior” and 
bolster trust and confidence in 
the financial system. Battered by 
scandals - from giving poor advice 
to wealth-management customers 

to allegations of manipulating a 
benchmark swap rate - lenders 
have been trying to head off calls 
by opposition lawmakers for a wi-
de-ranging inquiry into the sector, 
and fight back against the govern-
ment’s decision to hit them with a 
AUD6.2 billion levy over the next 
four years.

“The Commonwealth Bank has 
taken the march on that issue,” 
Morrison told reporters yesterday, 
referring to the elimination of cash 
withdrawal charges. “But it’s im-
portant that we continue to take 
action now right across the full 
suite of issues that are needed to 
ensure that our banking is fair, it is 
stronger, is more accountable and 
is more competitive.”

Australians made more than 
250 million withdrawals from the 
ATMs of banks other than their 
own last year, Commonwealth 
Bank said. Removing charges for 
such transactions could save cus-
tomers AUD500 million a year, the 
Courier-Mail newspaper reported 
yesterday, adding that it will cost 

the bank, known as CommBank, 
tens of millions of dollars annually 
and put rivals under pressure to 
follow suit.

“Australians have complained 
for some time about being char-
ged fees for using another bank’s 
ATM,” said Matt Comyn, Com-
monwealth Bank’s group executi-
ve for retail banking services. “We 
have been listening to consumer 
groups and our customers and 
understand that there’s a need to 
make changes that benefit all Aus-

tralians, no matter who they bank 
with.”

The lender’s Bankwest cash ma-
chines and international cards are 
excluded, Commonwealth Bank 
said on its website.

Opposition lawmakers have cal-
led for a so-called royal commis-
sion into the banking industry, 
with some urging a breakup of 
the nation’s biggest lenders amid 
claims that a lack of competition 
allows borrowing costs to be kept 
too high.

“There is no way that Comm-
Bank ever would have made this 
move without the public pressure 
on them over multiple scandals 
and the threat of an impending 
royal commission or parliamen-
tary commission of inquiry,” said 
Greens Party’s treasury spokes-
man Senator Peter Whish-Wil-
son.

ANZ had been “actively working 
on how we provide fee-free 
ATMs” before deciding to remo-
ve charges for non-ANZ users of 
its 2,300-strong cash-machine 
network from October, said  Fred 
Ohlsson, ANZ group executive. 
“This is another example of acting 
on customer feedback as well as 
genuine reform from the indus-
try.”

Non-Westpac customers will no 
longer be charged an ATM with-
drawal fee when they use one of 
the Sydney-based groups 2,925 
machines, including those of its St. 
George, Bank of Melbourne and 
BankSA units, Westpac said yes-
terday.

“This is a good outcome for cus-
tomers,” Andrew Hagger, Natio-
nal Australia Bank’s chief custo-
mer officer of consumer banking 
and wealth, said in a statement. 
“We know it has been frustrating 
for them to be charged to with-
draw their own money from an 
ATM.” Bloomberg

UBer Technologies 
Inc. is prepared to 

make concessions to res-
tore its revoked London 
taxi license, the Sunday 
Times reported, two days 
after the ride service said 
it would fight the suspen-
sion in court.

Tom Elvidge, general 
manager of Uber in Lon-
don, told the newspaper 
his company would like 
to meet to resolve the si-

tuation. Rival Lyft Inc., a 
start-up also based in San 
Francisco, may be posi-
tioning to benefit from 
Uber’s demise in the capi-
tal after holding meetings 
with London transport 
officials in the past year, 
the Sunday Telegraph re-
ported.

Transit agency Trans-
port for London decided 
Friday to revoke Uber’s li-
cense due to failures to do 

proper background che-
cks on drivers, report cri-
mes and a program called 
“Greyball” used to avoid 
regulators. London is 
one of Uber’s largest and 
most lucrative markets, 
with 40,000 drivers and 
3.5 million people who 
use the app once every 90 
days.

“We’d like to know what 
we can do [...] to sit down 
and work together to get 

this right,” Elvidge told 
the Sunday Times. Uber 
is ready to make changes 
on passenger safety and 
driver benefits, the news-
paper reported. Sources 
close to TfL said the move 
was encouraging and su-
ggested the possibility of 
talks, the Sunday Times 
said.

The comments mark a 
change of tone from the 
company. Elvidge said 

Friday, “We intend to im-
mediately challenge this 
in the courts.”

Uber has 21 days after 
the Sept. 30 revocation 
to file an appeal. It can 
continue the service un-
til the end of the appeals 
process. The company is 
reeling from the ouster of 
former chief executive of-
ficer Travis Kalanick and 
grappling with allegations 
of sexual harassment, la-
bor-rights abuses, skir-
ting regulation, bribery 
of government officials 
and a lawsuit accusing it 
of stealing self-driving car 
technology.

“Clearly the public as a 

whole want rapid access 
to taxis of all sorts,” La-
bour Party leader Jeremy 
Corbyn said on the BBC’s 
“Andrew Marr Show” yes-
terday. “It should be re-
gulated, the people shou-
ld be protected.”

Uber has collected 
more than 600,000 sig-
natures on a petition to 
protest the decision and 
is targeting 1 million su-
pporters. The campaign 
on the website Change.
org asks London Mayor 
Sadiq Khan to rever-
se TfL’s decision and is 
being promoted on the 
company’s app in Lon-
don. Bloomberg

Australian banks to scrap cash 
machine charges for all customers

Uber regroups after London taxi 
setback as Lyft signals interest

corporate bits
mgm steps up typhoon recovery efforts with  
disaster-management training

MGM has donated funds and 
offered volunteer support for 
the Macau community following 
Typhoon Hato last month. Now 
it is also sponsoring the training 
of disaster-management spe-
cialists in anticipation of future 
natural disasters.

The gaming operator said it 
had purchased rehab buses for 
Caritas de Macau and Fuhong 
Society of Macau, stair aids for 
Caritas de Macau, and diag-
nostic equipment for the Macau 
Deaf Association. In the case of 
the final institution, MGM also 
helped to set up an audiometer 
testing room.

Moreover, it has made do-
nations to repair damage to 
the exterior and interior of Sao 
Jose Ka Ho School and to the 
Macau Special Olympics’ so-
cial enterprise, Sociedade de 
Ngai Chun Se Ltda, to purcha-
se cleaning equipment.

the natural beauty of Macau.
Aside from these immediate 

responses, MGM is supporting 
the improvement of disaster- 
response capabilities for the 
community. The company has 
sponsored staff from Caritas de 
Macau to participate in disaster 
management training in Nepal 
to create trained locals for futu-
re emergencies.

Grant Bowie, chief executive 
officer and executive director 
of MGM China Holdings Limi-
ted, said, “[the typhoon] has 
brought about the united spirit 
of Macau residents with their 
swift actions and selfless effort 
to help each other.”

“With our ethos of ‘Creating a 
Better Macau,’ we will not only 
focus on rebuilding Macau in 
the short term, but more impor-
tantly, the sustainable recovery 
of our local community in the 
long run,” he added. 

During the week in whi-
ch Typhoon Hato struck the 
city, the Golden Lion Volun-
teer Team joined forces with 
União Geral das Associações 
dos Moradores de Macau 
(UGAMM) and Macau Fede-
ration of Trade Unions to help 
distribute meal boxes and wa-
ter to senior citizens.

Recently, in collaboration 
with UGAMM Peng On Tong 
Calling Service Center, the 
Volunteer Team set out to Rua 
da Praia do Manduco, which is 
the city’s worst-affected area, 
and Seac Pai Van, to visit 
nearly 120 senior citizens. A 
goodie-bag containing food, 
a flashlight, duct tape and 
typhoon preparedness tips 
was prepared for each senior 
citizen. 

Meanwhile, other volunteers 
continued their efforts to clear 
debris in Coloane to restore 
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economy is expec-
ted to grow by 5.3 per-
cent in 2018, up from 
the 4.7 percent forecast 
for this year, according 
to the proposed Econo-
mic and Social Plan and 
State Budget bill for the 
coming year, approved 
last week by the gover-
nment, the Mozambi-
can press reported.

The bill approved by 
the government mee-
ting in an extraordi-
nary session of the 
Council of Ministers 
outlines a budget de-
ficit of 77.009 billion 
meticais (USD1.228 
billion), which is 9.7 
percent of GDP, said 
spokeswoman Ana Co-
moana, who recalled 
that a budget deficit of 
10.7 percent of GDP is 
forecast for this year.

Expenditure recor-
ded in the State Bu-
dget amounted to 
374.3 billion meticais 
($5.968 million), a 

year-on-year increase 
of 37.4 percent, against 
revenues of 222.86 
billion meticais ($3.553 
billion).

The spokeswoman 
and deputy minister of 
Culture said that the 
deficit will be met using 
internal and external 
credit and external do-
nations, with the latter 
accounting for almost 
2.6 percent of the Gross 
Domestic Product.

Comoana said that the 
two documents took 
into account the natio-
nal and international 
macroeconomic con-
text, “with an optimis-
tic outlook for 2018, 
with economic growth 
being particularly sti-
mulated by the trend 
of rising prices of the 
main exported goods.”

The Mozambican go-
vernment expects ex-
ports of $4.1 billion in 
2018 compared to $3.4 
billion this year.  
MDT/Macauhub

MozAMBIqUE 

Gov’t projects 
economic growth of 
5.3 percent in 2018 

ChIna Mobile, the world’s lar-
gest mobile operator with 874 

million customers, has been nego-
tiating with the Brazilian Natio-
nal Telecommunications Agency 
(ANATEL) for the possible pur-
chase of Brazilian telecoms opera-
tor Oi, Brazilian magazine Exame 
wrote.

At the end of 2016, Oi, the lar-
gest telecommunications com-
pany in Brazil, had a portfolio of 
63.6 million customers, of which 
39.9 million in mobile telephony, 
16.4 million in fixed telephony, 
Internet access and subscriptions, 
6.6 million users in the corporate 
segment and 700,000 public tele-
phones.

On 20 June, 2016, Oi filed a re-
quest for receivership, the largest 
in Brazil’s history, with a liabi-
lity of 65 billion reais (USD20.7 
billion).

Exame also reported that the po-
tential acquisition of Oi by China 
Mobile would be the “ideal solu-
tion” for Anatel, and the advisors 
of this public institution held mee-
tings with executives of the Chi-
nese state-owned company to dis-
cuss investments in Brazil, inclu-

ding the troubled Brazilian opera-
tor, which is 27 percent owned by 
Portuguese company Pharol.

The Chinese company last week 
opened an office in São Paulo that 
will be the business center of the 
telecommunications company in 
Latin America, according to com-

pany officials.
Juarez Quadros, president of 

Anatel, met with the Chinese com-
pany and the China Development 
Bank on 11 September in Brasília, 
and the Brazilian magazine confir-
med that Oi was the subject of the 
talks.  MDT/Macauhub

BRAzIl

China Mobile eyes 
telecom operator Oi
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 The police 
arrested the 
bus driver on 
suspicion of 
dangerous driving

The food safety au-
thority of China’s 

Hong Kong Special Ad-
ministrative Region 
(HKSAR) announced 
Saturday that the import 
into and sale within Hong 
Kong of raw oysters and 
shellfish from Australia’s 
Tasmania has been sus-
pended with immediate 
effect.

The trade should stop 
using and selling the pro-
duct immediately should 
they possess it, said the 
Center for Food Safe-
ty (CFS) of the HKSAR 
government’s Food and 
Environmental Hygiene 
Department.

“The CFS was notified 
by the Australian authori-
ties that raw oysters har-
vested in Blackman Bay 
Lease 44 in Tasmania 
were detected with pa-
ralytic shellfish poisoning 
(PSP) toxin, and the oys-
ters harvested from Sept. 
12 to 22 of 2017 from the 
harvested area concer-

ned are being recalled,” 
a spokesman for the CFS 
said.

“For the sake of pru-
dence, the CFS has im-
mediately suspended 
the import into and sale 
within Hong Kong of all 
raw oysters and shellfish 
harvested in the area,” 
the spokesman said.

A local importer that has 
imported some of the af-
fected product into Hong 
Kong has been contacted 
by the CFS and has initia-
ted a recall according to 
the CFS instructions.

“PSP toxin can cause 
symptoms such as num-
bness of mouth and limbs 
and gastrointestinal dis-
comfort. In severe cases, 
paralysis with respiratory 
arrest and even death 
may occur. This natural 
toxin is sometimes found 
in bi-valve shellfish. It is 
heat-stable and cannot 
be destroyed through 
cooking,” the spokesman 
said.   Xinhua

FooD SAFETy

HKSAR suspends 
import of raw oysters 
from Tasmania 

Three people were killed and 27 
others injured when a bus moun-

ted a pavement in Hong Kong on Fri-
day evening.

The police said the accident occur-
red at around 6:30 p.m. local time at a 
junction in the Sham Shui Po district. 
When a taxi in front braked, the dou-
ble-decker bus hit the rear of the taxi, 
then swerved left and mounted the 
pavement, smashing through railings 
and hitting a building’s canopy.

Pictures of the scene show that an 
overhanging advertisement on the 
building had partly pierced through 
the front window of the upper deck.

Choi Wai Fung, director of the Mong 
Kok Fire Station, said firefighters ar-
rived at the scene minutes later and 
found four passengers trapped on the 
upper deck and four people rolled un-
der the bus. It took around 30 minu-
tes to rescue all the injured out.

Many ambulances were sent to the 
scene for rescue efforts. An official in 
charge of paramedic efforts for this 
accident said one person was declared 
dead at the scene, while another two 
succumbed to their injuries in hospi-
tal.

The injured were sent to four 
nearby hospitals, and eight of 
them were in critical condition, 
according to the official. The police 

arrested the 44-year-old bus driver 
on suspicion of dangerous driving.

The bus company Citybus said 
the driver joined the company 
in May 2012 and he had started 
work at 5:25 p.m. It was his first 
shift of the day. Citybus extended 
its condolences to the families of 
the dead, and said it would offer 
assistance to the families as well 
as those injured. The crossroad 
was cordoned off. Traffic on near-
by roads was temporarily suspen-
ded. Xinhua

HoNg KoNg

Three killed, 27 injured as 
bus mounts pavement
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ForeIgnerS predicting 
doom for China’s banks have 

got it all wrong, according to Ja-
mes Stent, who spent more than 
a decade serving on the boards of 
two Chinese lenders.

Instead of falling into a debt-
fueled crisis, China’s banks are 
able to stave off trouble because 
of the willingness of the gover-
nment to throw money at pro-
blems in order to ensure financial 
stability, Stent argues.

“As one Chinese banker who 
works for an American bank 
said to me: ‘In the West, money 
flees problems; in China, money 
flows to problems to solve them,’” 
said Stent, who wrote “China’s 
Banking Transformation: The 
Untold Story,” a book of lessons 
gleaned from inside the nation’s 
banking system. His book is pub-
lished by Oxford University Press.

Fluent in Mandarin, Stent spent 
more than 40 years working in 
commercial banking in Asia, in-

cluding 13 years on the boards of 
China Minsheng Banking Corp. 
and China Everbright Bank Co., 
where he was on the audit com-
mittee.

While his view contrasts with 
those of doomsayers such as 
analyst Charlene Chu and hedge 
fund manager Kyle Bass, Stent 
doesn’t dismiss all the concer-
ns around China’s lenders. He 
says there are worry spots that 
could cause disruptions, such as 
risks around lending to privately 
owned companies rather than 
state-owned ones. Yet any bank 
failures will be dealt with quietly 
and imperceptibly, such that the 
outside world won’t even know 
about them, he says.

S&P Global Ratings cut Chi-
na’s sovereign credit rating for 
the first time since 1999, citing 
the risks from soaring debt. 
The rating was cut one level to 
A+ from AA- [see more on page 
20]. Bloomberg

Banking system won’t 
collapse, ex-bank director says 

Several large Chinese 
cities including Shijia-

zhuang, Chongqing, Nan-
chang, Nanning and Guiyang 
are imposing restrictions on 
home resales as part of the 
nation’s campaign to cool its 
heated property sector.

Chongqing will ban sales 
of new and existing residen-
tial properties in downtown 
areas within two years of 
purchase, according to a sta-
tement on the city’s housing 
authority website. The move 
seeks to curb speculative in-
vestment and boost healthy 
development of the property 
market, it said late Friday. 
The measure takes effect 
from Sept. 23.

Shijiazhuang, capital of 
Beijing’s neighboring He-

bei province, prohibited the 
resale of homes within five 
years of buying, the local go-
vernment said Saturday, and 
Nanchang, capital of Jiangxi 
province, will cap sale prices 
and ban resales for two or 
five years after purchase, de-
pending on the type of pro-
perty, the city’s housing au-
thority said in a statement.

Guangxi capital Nanning 
prohibited companies from 
reselling residential proper-
ties for two years after pur-
chasing them, while Sina.
com cited a local govern-
ment document in Guiyang, 
Guizhou province, as saying 
a ban had been imposed on 
the resale of new properties 
for three years after the pur-
chase. Bloomberg

Cities tighten home 
sale rules to tame 
property market 
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 North Korea 
depends on 
china for almost 
all its oil and gas 
but estimates of 
its consumption 
are low

Ellen Knickmeyer, San 
Francisco 

Now 89, for-
mer World War 

II “comfort woman” 
Yongsoo Lee clutched 
a microphone in one 
hand Friday in a park 
outside San Francis-
co’s Chinatown, thrust 
her other clinched fist 
in the air, and made a 
vow.

Lee, abducted from 
her Korean home-
land at 15 and forced 
into working in bro-
thels servicing Ja-
panese soldiers, was 
speaking at the dedi-
cation of the latest of 
dozens of statues put 
up around the world, 
commemorating the 
ordeal of thousands 
of women like her in 
territory held by the 
Japanese army befo-
re and during World 
War II.

Japan has not gone 
far enough in apolo-
gizing, and the statues 
memorializing those 
the Japanese army 
called “comfort wo-
men” for their soldiers 
will keep going up, 

Hong Kong Stock Ex-
change has always been 

considered as the bellwether 
for initial public offering (IPO) 
in the global market, as it plays 
a leading role as an important 
gateway for companies to rea-
ch a wider pool of investors. 
As more Malaysian companies 
are expanding their regional 
businesses, it seems that they 
are also keen in floating their 
shares in Hong Kong, Xinhua 
news agency reported.  

The most recent example 
was BGMC, the first Malaysia- 
based construction services 
company that made its debut 
in Hong Kong last month. 
BGMC’s management told Xi-
nhua that it sees Hong Kong’s 
stock market as one with hi-
gher recognition among glo-
bal investors, as it is an Asian 
financial hub. “Listing in Hong 
Kong helps differentiate the 
group from its peers in Ma-
laysia and contribute to the 
group’s future expansion and 
business growth both in Ma-
laysia and overseas,” the ma-
nagement added.

For Wong Teck Meng, chief 
executive officer of Malaysia’s 
fund management company 
Areca Capital, Hong Kong as a 
financial hub also has a more 
liberalized and advanced sto-

Lee, her frame bent in 
traditional green and 
pink Korean robes, 
told the scores at Fri-
day’s unveiling cere-
mony.

“And at the end, we 
will have a memorial 
in Tokyo. So they can 
say, ‘I’m sorry, I’m 
sorry’ when they pass 
by,” said Lee, who 
came from South Ko-
rea for Friday’s cere-
mony, as she has for at 
least four other such 
dedications in the 
United States alone.

Historians say tens of 
thousands of women, 
and perhaps hundreds 

ck market. He sees the trend 
to continue as Hong Kong re-
mains an attractive platform 
for Malaysian companies to 
grow their regional platform. 
Besides, Malaysian companies 
that listed in Hong Kong tend 
to have higher valuations, he 
said.

His views have been shared 
with Kong Hon Kong, foun-
der of Nirvana Asia Group, 
the largest integrated bereave-
ment care service provider in 
Asia with a presence in China, 
Thailand, Vietnam, Singapore 
and Indonesia.”When I listed 
Nirvana in Hong Kong, the 
share was traded as much as 
20 times of its price to earnin-
gs ratios (P/Es). But when it 
was listed in Malaysia, the ave-
rage P/E of the share was only 
10 times,” Kong told Xinhua.

The recently listed company 
BGMC also noted it would 
enhance the group’s profile 
among potential customers in 
China who are eyeing the Sou-
theast Asian markets in light 
of the Belt and Road Initiative. 
Proposed by China in 2013, 
the Belt and Road Initiative 
aims to build trade and infras-
tructure networks connecting 
Asia with Europe and Africa 
on and beyond the ancient Silk 
Road routes.  MDT/Xinhua

of thousands, were sei-
zed in Asian territories 
under Japanese mili-
tary control and made 
to work in military 
brothels. The issue has 
remained an open rift 
between Japan and 
other Asian nations. 
Surviving comfort-wo-
men and their suppor-
ters rejected a 2015 
statement from Japan 
expressing “apologies 
and remorse,” saying 
it did not go far enou-
gh in acknowledging 
what they say was 
the Japanese govern-
ment’s responsibility.

“If Japan does not 

like” the continued 
focus on comfort wo-
men, Lee told the 
crowd, through a 
translator, “Japan 
must apologize.”

On Friday, the South 
Korean and Japane-
se foreign ministers, 
meeting in New York, 
agreed to work toge-
ther to resolve their 
countries’ lingering 
differences over the 
episode, according to 
Japan’s Kyodo news 
agency.

No more than a few 
dozen of the comfort 
women remain alive, 
said retired San Fran-
cisco Judge Lillian 
Sing, who was a leader 
in the effort by Califor-
nia’s Korean, Chinese 
and Filipino commu-
nities to commission 
and put up the statue, 
in a park on the edge 
of San Francisco’s 
Chinatown.

“What these grand-
mas did was change 
the way the world 
looked at sex-traffi-
cking,” Sing told the 
state and local digni-
taries and others in 
the audience. AP

San Francisco unveils memorial 
to WWII ‘comfort women’

MAlAySIA

More firms see 
opportunities with listing 
in Hong Kong 

China imposes limit on oil 
supply to North Korea
Joe McDonald, Beijing 

ChIna announced Saturday 
that it will limit energy su-

pplies to North Korea and stop 
buying its textiles under U.N. 
sanctions imposed over its nu-
clear and missile development, 
further reducing support from 
Pyongyang’s last ally.

Exports of refined petroleum 
to the North will be limited to 2 
million barrels per year, effective 
Jan. 1, the Commerce Ministry 
said. Sales of liquefied natural 
gas are banned outright.

North Korea depends on China 
for almost all its oil and gas but 
estimates of its consumption are 
low, leaving it unclear how Bei-
jing’s new limit will affect them. 
The restrictions announced Sa-
turday do not apply to crude oil, 
which makes up the biggest sha-
re of energy exports to the North.

China also will ban textile im-
ports from the North, the minis-
try said. Textiles are believed to 
be the North’s biggest source of 

foreign revenue following rou-
nds of U.N. sanctions under whi-
ch Beijing cut off purchases of 
coal, iron ore, seafood and other 
goods.

China accounts for some 90 
percent of the North’s trade, 
making its cooperation critical to 
efforts to derail Pyongyang’s nu-
clear and missile development.

Chinese leaders were long the 
North’s diplomatic protectors 
but express increasing frustra-
tion with the government of Kim 
Jong Un. They support the latest 

U.N. Security Council sanctions 
but are reluctant to push Pyon-
gyang too hard for fear Kim’s go-
vernment might collapse. They 
also argue against doing any-
thing that might hurt ordinary 
North Koreans.

Chinese officials complain their 
country bears the cost of enfor-
cing sanctions, which have hurt 
businesses in its northeast that 
trade with the North.

The U.N. Security Council voted 
Sept. 11 to limit fuel supplies and 
ban the North’s textile exports. 
China, one of five permanent 
council members with power to 
veto U.N. action, agreed to the 
measure after the United Sta-
tes toned down a proposal for a 
complete oil embargo.

Petroleum exports for use in the 
North’s ballistic missile program 
or other activities banned by 
U.N. sanctions also are prohibi-
ted, the Commerce Ministry said.

The U.S. government’s Energy 
Information Agency estimates 
the North’s 2016 daily imports 

from China at 15,000 barrels of 
crude oil and 6,000 barrels of 
refined products. That would 
be the equivalent of almost 5.5 
million barrels of crude and 2.2 
million barrels of refined produc-
ts for the full year.

North Korea has abundant coal 

but depends almost entirely on 
imports for oil and gas.

North Korean textile exports 
in 2016 totaled USD750 million, 
according to South Korea’s Ko-
rea Trade-Investment Promo-
tion Agency. It said nearly 80 
percent went to China. AP

Former World War II “comfort woman” Yongsoo Lee, 89 
stands by a statue of Haksoon Kim while looking at the 
“Comfort Women” monument after it was unveiled 

A North Korean solder stands guard near barrels stacked up near the river bank of 
the North Korean town of Sinuiju
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Firdia Lisnawati

More than 35,000 
people have fled a me-

nacing volcano on the Indo-
nesian tourist island of Bali, 
fearing it will erupt for the 
first time in more than half a 
century as increasing tremors 
rattle the region.

The numbers yesterday 
from disaster officials are 
more than double previous 
estimates and are continuing 
to rise, they say. It includes 
people who left voluntarily as 
well as those ordered to eva-
cuate from a 9-12 kilometer 
zone around Mount Agung.

Authorities raised the volca-
no’s alert status to the highest 
level Friday following a “tre-
mendous increase” in seismic 
activity. Its last eruption in 
1963 killed 1,100 people.

The National Disaster Miti-
gation Agency has praised the 
welcoming response of local 
communities on Bali to the 
flood of evacuees.

Thousands are living in tem-
porary shelters, sport centers, 
village halls and with relatives 

SIngapore has 
overtaken nations 

including the U.S., 
Russia and China as 
the country launching 
the most cyber attacks 
globally, according to 
Israeli data security 
firm Check Point Sof-
tware Technologies 
Ltd.

The company, who-
se software tracks an 
average of eight to 10 
million live cyber at-
tacks daily, said Sin-
gapore rose to pole po-
sition after ranking in 
the top five attacking 
countries for the pre-
vious two weeks. “It is 
not particularly unu-
sual for Singapore to 
be featured among the 
top attacking coun-
tries,” said Eying Wee, 
Check Point’s Asia-Pa-
cific spokeswoman. 

A key Southeast 
Asian technology hub, 
much of the internet 
traffic flowing throu-
gh Singapore origina-
tes in other countries. 
That means a cyber 
attack recorded as co-
ming from Singapore 

or friends.
Truck driver Wayan Supar-

ta said he and his family left 
their village 5 kilometers from 
the mountain several days 
ago, bringing just clothes and 
blankets to a temporary camp 
in Rendang. The 35-year-old 
said he sold the family’s cow 
because they don’t know 
when they’ll be able to return.

Officials have said there is 
no current danger to people 
in other parts of Bali, a popu-
lar tourist island famous for 
its surfing, beaches and ele-
gant Hindu culture.

In 1963, the 3,031-meter 
Agung hurled ash as high as 

may have been laun-
ched outside the coun-
try, she said.

The Cyber Security 
Agency of Singapore 
said there are a num-
ber of reports mea-
suring cyber attacks, 
which are based on 
various methodologies 
and therefore provide 
different perspectives 
of the situation.

“As a commercial hub 
with high interconnec-
tivity, Singapore is un-
doubtedly an attracti-
ve target for cybercri-
minals,” a spokesman 
for the agency said in 
an email, adding that 
it’s important for the 
nation to maintain 
high cybersecurity 
standards and take 
necessary measures to 
protect its systems and 
data.

The city-state, whi-
ch wants to become a 
global technology hub, 
recently stepped up ef-
forts to tighten cyber 
security after several 
high profile attacks on 
government agencies 
and companies.

20 kilometers, according to 
volcanologists, and remained 
active for about a year. Lava 
traveled 7.5 kilometers and 
ash reached Indonesia’s capi-
tal, Jakarta, about 1,000 kilo-
meters away.

The mountain, 72 kilome-
ters to the northeast of the 
tourist hotspot of Kuta, is 
among more than 120 active 
volcanoes in Indonesia.

The country of thousands 
of islands is prone to seismic 
upheaval due to its location 
on the Pacific “Ring of Fire,” 
an arc of volcanoes and fault 
lines encircling the Pacific Ba-
sin. AP

Bali volcano eruption 
fears spark exodus of 
more than 35,000

Singapore seen as top spot to 
launch global cyber attacks 

BANglADESH 

Coastal town a place of 
Rohingya hope and tragedy

Muneeza Naqvi

FroM a distance you can 
see elegantly carved woo-
den boats bob gently in 
the waters that surround 

this coastal town at Bangladesh’s 
southern tip. Across a sliver of the 
shimmering waters of the Bay of 
Bengal is Myanmar.

These boats and this place can 
mean both hope and tragedy for 
the Rohingya Muslims who are 
desperate to escape the violen-
ce that has engulfed their lives in 
Myanmar’s Rakhine state.

High tide or low, day or night, 
rough waters or calm, when they 
can find a boat, the Rohingya take 
their chance to flee to Bangladesh. 
More than 430,000 have left 
Myanmar in less than a month.

Not everyone makes it.
Mounds of earth in the cemete-

ries of this little town are the only 
reminders of Rohingya who drow-
ned as their boats capsized, often 
just a few heartbreaking meters 
away from the safety of the shore.

“Ten children are buried in that 
grave,” said Nur Islam, the imam 
of the town’s main mosque, poin-
ting to a large mound covered in 
thorny branches to keep dogs and 
other animals from disrespecting 
the graves.

“Here there are nine women bu-
ried,” he added, pointing to ano-
ther large mound.

A solitary pile of earth, away from 
the other graves, holds an infant 
whose body washed ashore days 

after the boat carrying him capsi-
zed.

“They get off the boat. The water 
looks shallow. They don’t know 
how deep it is and they drown,” Is-
lam said. “It’s very painful [...] such 
small children.”

The persecution that the Rohin-
gya Muslims face in Myanmar is 
not new and neither is their pre-

sence here. They’ve been coming 
in smaller waves since the 1980s 
when Myanmar stripped them of 
their citizenship rights.

But never has the influx been as 
massive as the one that started 
Aug. 25 when a Rohingya insur-
gent group staged deadly atta-
cks on dozens of police posts in 
Myanmar. The reprisal has been 

swift and brutal. Myanmar officials 
describe is as a clearance operation 
aimed at militants. The U.N. calls it 
ethnic cleansing.

Bangladesh, an impoverished 
nation too small for even its own 
population, is struggling with the 
sheer number of refugees and is 
trying to put all of them in one 
place. In Shah Porir Dwip, louds-
peakers announce that no one 
should shelter refugees in their ho-
mes. There is no room for them in 
this crowded and dirt-poor town.

They need to go to refugee camps 
further up the coast in Cox’s Bazar, 
but first they must find the money 
to pay for the nearly 60-kilometer 
(37-mile) journey.

The Rohingya who can afford 
it try to bring a cow or a few goa-
ts with them. There’s a thriving 
market in buying livestock at 
throw away prices from these des-
perate people. A cow bought from 
a newcomer can be sold for twice 
as much in the markets of nearby 
Teknaf.

On a recent day, only one tiny 
boat was able to make its way to 
Shah Porir Dwip.

It dropped off three emaciated 
and exhausted men some ways 
from the shore. They walked over 
kilometers of sand at low tide, un-
der the scorching sun. Their bodies 
were bent under the weight of their 
belongings and their lips were cra-
cked and parched from thirst.

They said many others were 
waiting to cross but were being 
stopped by soldiers.

“Myanmar army is shooting at 
them. They are not letting them 
go,” Mohammad Amir said as 
sweat poured down his face.

Abdul Haq watches such despe-
ration play out daily. Since fleeing 
Myanmar in 2012 he’s lived in a 
row of shanties near a jetty in Shah 
Porir Dwip that’s home to Rohin-
gya who came here during earlier 
waves of violence. They do menial 
jobs here — day labor or pulling cy-
cle rickshaws.

On a clear day he can look across 
the water and see the coast of 
Myanmar. But he also sees the 
smoke from burning villages. He 
knows the dangers that lurk there.

“My soul cries for my home,” he 
said. AP

“Singapore has now 
found itself on someo-
ne’s list,” Singapore’s 
Defense Minister Ng 
Eng Hen said in July. 
“The attacks are or-
chestrated, the atta-
cks are targeted, they 
want to steal specific 
information, there are 
minds behind this or-
chestration.”

Earlier this year, 
Singapore’s military 
established a cyber 
defense unit while the 
government drafted 
legislation to impo-
se new cyber security 
requirements aimed 
at helping companies 
protect critical infor-
mation infrastructure.

In May, Singapore 
stopped most of its 
public servants from 
being able to access 
the internet from their 
work computers. The 
nation’s central bank 
has also set up an in-
ternational advisory 
committee dedicated 
to enhancing the sa-
fety and resilience of 
Singapore’s financial 
sector. Bloomberg

A villager rides past by with Mount Agung seen in the background in 
Karangasem, Bali

A Rohingya woman carries a child after crossing a stream on a small boat near 
Cox’s Bazar’s Dakhinpara area
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Chancellor Angela 
Merkel’s conservative bloc was 

on course yesterday for a lackluster 
victory in Germany’s national elec-
tion while the anti-migrant Alter-
native for Germany party was hea-
ding for a triumphant entry into 
parliament, projections suggested.

Merkel’s main center-left rivals, 
the Social Democrats, were set to 
slump to a historic low after yes-
terday’s vote. The party, led by 
challenger Martin Schulz, vowed 
immediately to leave Merkel’s 
coalition government and go into 
opposition.

The outcome puts Merkel on cou-
rse to win a fourth term as chance-
llor — but leaves her with the very 
tricky task of forming a new gover-
nment.

Projections for ARD and ZDF 
public television, based on exit 
polls and early counting, showed 
Merkel’s Christian Democratic 
Union and their Bavaria-only 
allies, the Christian Social Union, 
winning around 33 percent of the 
vote — down from 41.5 percent 
four years ago.

Schulz’s Social Democrats were 
seen trailing far behind, with 20-
21 percent support. That would be 
the worst result since World War 
II for the party, which has served 
since 2013 as the junior partner in 
a “grand coalition” of Germany’s 
biggest parties under Merkel.

Smaller parties were the chief 
beneficiaries of an erosion in su-
pport for the pair: above all the 
right-wing nationalist Alternative 
for Germany party, or AfD, which 

was polling up to 13.5 percent. It 
capitalized on discontent with esta-
blished politicians but particularly 
targeted those angry over the in-
flux of more than 1 million mostly 
Muslim migrants in the past two 
years.

Another big winner yesterday 
was the pro-business Free Demo-
cratic Party, which appeared set 
to return to parliament with 10.5 
percent of the vote. The party was 
Merkel’s coalition partner in her 

second term from 2009-2013 but 
lost all its seats at the last election.

The traditionally left-leaning 
Greens were seen winning arou-
nd 9.5 percent and the Left Party 
some 9 percent.

The caucus leader of Merkel’s 
Union bloc, Volker Kauder, said he 
“would have liked a better result” 
but voters had given the party the 
task of forming the next govern-
ment.

The Social Democrats made clear 
that they don’t want to be part of it.

“For us it is very clear that the vo-
ters have given us the task of going 
ahead as the strongest party in 
opposition,” said Manuela Schwe-
sig, a deputy party leader.

If the Social Democrats stick to 
that pledge, Merkel will effectively 
have only one option to form a new 
government: teaming up with the 
Free Democrats and the Greens in 
an alliance that has never yet been 
tried in a national German gover-
nment.

That combination — known as 
a “Jamaica” coalition because 
the parties’ colors match those of 
that country’s flag — will have to 
overcome traditional distrust be-
tween both the Free Democrats 
and Greens and between parts of 
Merkel’s conservative bloc and the 
Greens.

The Left Party is incompatib-
le with the conservatives and all 
others have voted not to work with 
AfD.

AfD co-leader Alexander Gau-
land vowed that “we will take our 
country back” and promised to 
“chase” Merkel.

“This is a big day in our party’s 
history. We have entered the Bun-
destag and we will change this 
country,” Gauland said.

Big cheers went up at AfD head-
quarters after the exit polls were 
announced. Some supporters 
chanted “AfD! AfD!” and others 
started singing the German natio-
nal anthem. AP

The grassroots groups 
driving Catalonia’s se-

paratist movement defied 
Spanish authorities yes-
terday by distributing one 

million ballots for an Oct. 
1 independence vote that 
the central government in 
Madrid has called illegal 
and vowed to halt.

Jordi Cuixart, president 
of the separatist group 
Omnium Cultural, an-
nounced the ballots were 
being distributed during a 
rally in Barcelona.

“Here are the packs of 
ballots that we ask you to 
hand out across Catalo-
nia,” Cuixart said.

Spanish police have con-
fiscated millions of ballots 
in recent days as part of a 

crackdown to stop the Oct. 
1 vote, which has been sus-
pended by Spain’s Cons-
titutional Court. Around 
a dozen regional Catalan 
officials were arrested 
Wednesday, provoking a 
wave of protests across 
the prosperous northeas-
tern region.

Catalonia’s separatists 
have pledged to hold the 
vote regardless of the cen-

tral government’s wishes 
and rallied yesterday in 
public squares in Barce-
lona and other towns in 
the region. Many carried 
pro-independence flags 
and signs calling for the 
independence vote and 
urging the “Yes” side to 
victory.

The crowds were asked 
by secessionist politicians 
and grassroots groups to 

also print and distribu-
te posters supporting the 
vote.

“I ask you to go out and 
vote! Vote for the future of 
Catalonia!” Carme Forca-
dell, the speaker of Catalo-
nia’s regional parliament, 
told a Barcelona crowd.

Polls show the 7.5 million 
residents of Catalonia are 
roughly split on breaking 
with the rest of Spain. AP

gERMANy’S NATIoNAl ElEcTIoN 

Merkel seen winning 4th 
term, nationalists strong

Catalonia’s separatists defy 
Spain with ballots for vote

Demonstrators pack the main squares yesterday in Barcelona

Angela Merkel casts her vote during the parliament election in Berlin

schulz concedes defeat

chancellor angela 
Merkel’s center-left challenger, 
Martin Schulz, has conceded defeat 
in Germany’s election. Schulz told 
supporters at party headquarters that 
“today is a difficult and bitter day.” He 
added that “we have lost the federal 
election.” Schulz said that the party 

had been successful as the junior 
partner in Merkel’s outgoing coalition 
government, citing its introduction 
of a national minimum wage among 
other things. But he conceded that 
“we clearly didn’t manage to maintain 
and expand our traditional voter 
base.”
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 Babies can 
learn the value 
of effort from 
just a couple of 
examples, the 
study claims

Malcolm Ritter, Science Writer

If at first you don’t succeed, try, 
try again. Especially if a baby is 

watching.
Children around 15 months old 

can become more persistent in 
pursuing a goal if they’ve just seen 
an adult struggle at a task before 
succeeding, a new study says.

The results suggest there may 
be value in letting children see 
you sweat. “Showing children that 
hard work works might encourage 
them to work hard too,” resear-
chers conclude in a report released 
Thursday by the journal Science.

The babies in the study didn’t 
simply imitate what the grown- 
ups did. They faced a different 
challenge, showing they had ab-
sorbed a general lesson about the 
value of sticking to a task.

Researchers at the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology con-
ducted three experiments that in-
cluded a total of 262 children ages 
13 months to 18 months, with an 
average of 15 months.

The basic procedure was this: 
Two groups of children first wat-
ched a researcher remove a rubber 
frog from a clear plastic container, 
and also unhook a key chain from 
a carabiner, a metal ring with a 
hinged side.

For one group, the researcher 
succeeded only after 30 seconds of 

appearing to struggle to figure out 
how to do the task. For the other, 
success came easily, within just 10 
seconds, and she demonstrated 
the answer three times in 30 se-
conds. In both cases, she kept up 
a narration (“Look there’s some-
thing inside of there! I want to get 
it out! ... Does this work? No, how 
about this ...”)

After seeing the adult solve the 
challenges, the babies were shown 
that a felt-covered box could play 
music, and they were encouraged 

to turn the music on. The box had 
a large red button to press, but it 
was inactive. The question was 
how long the children would per-
sist in pushing the button.

Across the three experiments, 
children consistently pressed the 
button more often if they’d seen 
the researcher struggle than if 
she had solved her tasks easily. 
In one experiment, for example, 

they pushed it an average of 23 
times after seeing her struggle but 
only 12 times if the researcher had 
not displayed much effort.  That 
smaller number is about what 
other babies did if they were just 
handed the cube in the first place, 
without seeing an adult fiddle with 
anything.

The effect was much stronger if 
the researcher had actively enga-

ged the child while doing her own 
tasks by making eye contact, using 
the child’s name, and adopting the 
high-pitched, exaggerated-melody 
style of speech that adults typically 
use to hold a child’s attention.

Results show such young chil-
dren “can learn the value of effort 
from just a couple of examples,” 
said study senior author Laura 
Schulz.

The study could not determine 
how long the effect lasts, nor does 
it show that parents could get the 
same result with their children. 
But “it can’t hurt to try in front of 
your child,” said Julia Leonard, 
another author.

Elizabeth Gunderson, an assis-
tant professor of psychology at 
Temple University in Philadel-
phia who did not participate in the 
work, called the results compe-
lling. It is surprising that such you-
ng children picked up on the gene-
ral idea of continued effort toward 
a goal, she said in an email. AP

ScIENcE 

Babies try harder when they 
see you sweat, research shows

A “handoff” of a baby handing the toy to the parent (left) or throwing the toy to the 
ground during a study conducted by researchers
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TV canal macau

cinema

what’s ON ...

Constellation - Works by niColas 
DelaroChe 
time: 10am-9pm 
Until: October 8, 2017 
VenUe: Tap Seac Gallery 
aDmission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 2836 6866

a PromenaDe in the small City: an 
illUstration exhibition of the maCaU 
CUltUral anD CreatiVe maP 
time: 11am-10pm 
Until: December 31, 2017 
VenUe: Lakeside Gallery, anim’arte 
aDmission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 2836 6866

branD story - PoP-UP shoP 
time: 10am-8pm 
Until: October 1, 2017 
VenUe: Macau Fashion Gallery 
aDmission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 2835 3341 

treasUre of saCreD art of st. JosePh’s 
seminary
time: 10am-5pm (Closed on Wednesdays, open on 
public holidays)  
VenUe: St. Joseph’s Seminary and Church, Rua do 
Seminário 
aDmission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 2835 7911

the reCUltiVation of CUltUre: an exhibition 
of CreatiVe sCriPt hanD lettering
time: 9am-10pm daily
Until: October 31, 2017 
VenUe: Gallery at Team Building, IFT, Colina de 
Mong-Há, 
aDmission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 8598 1489

this day in history

Hong Kong superstar aaron Kwok 
is a dad. Kwok shared the good 
news with fans on his social media 
page on Friday.

He posted a photo of a newborn 
baby’s hand, held by mom and dad. 
The caption reads “happiness, de-
licate, grateful! Us three!” followed 
by a happy face emoji and a baby 
emoji. another photo shows a pair 
of pink footprints, with the title “Wel-
come - Little One.”

Kwok, 51, did not disclose the ba-
by’s birthdate or gender. The “Cold 
War” star married a young model 
from China in april.

Kwok is one of Hong Kong’s most recognizable faces. In a ca-
reer that spans over three decades, he has sold out concert tou-
rs, released platinum albums and starred in blockbuster movies. 
His most notable performances included playing a gambling ad-
dict in the 2006 melodrama “after This Our exile,” a detective in 
the 2005 crime thriller “Divergence” and a cop solving a heinous 
crime in 2015’s “Port of Call.”

Kwok is a two-time Best actor winner in Taiwan’s Golden Horse 
Awards, and in 2016 finally took home the Best Actor award at 
the Hong Kong Film awards after being nominated eight times.

In an interview with The associated Press in 2014, Kwok talked 
about his desire to raise a family. “I really like kids ... I think it’s a 
blessing. all my friends are married with kids,” he said.

 Offbeat
hong kong superstar aaron kwok 
announces he’s a father

United Nations forces have taken control of the 
South Korean capital Seoul, three months after it fell 
to North Korea, the US army has announced.

The US 7th Infantry Division and South Korean 17th 
Regiment have crossed the Han river and captured 
the North Korean stronghold on South Mountain, the 
spokesman said.

US Marines have also reached Duk Soo palace in 
the center of the city and are within 600 meters of the 
main railway station.

North Koreans strongly resisted the UN advance 
near the station and american and South Korean uni-
ts suffered many casualties, but opposition in other 
areas is reported to have been light.

US air Force planes from the american aircraft 
carrier Sicily supported the ground attacks all day, 
targeting North Korean defenses with jellied petrol 
bombs and rockets.

Major General edward almond, commander of the X 
army Corps, told reporters the combined assault had 
been key to the UN’s success.

The general said: “Co-ordination of air, tank and 
artillery, and infantry fire-power made possible the 
seizure of the enemy’s defenses with minimum los-
ses.”

He added that the UN advance from the west af-
ter the landings at Inchon on 15 September had cut 
off important North Korean supply routes and forced 
them to retreat.

North Korea’s defenses were crucially breached 
when tanks from the american 1st Cavalry Division, 
which had entered Seoul from the west, linked up 
with US infantry who had fought their way from the 
east.

The troops joined forces at the 274 meters South 
Mountain after it was captured in a surprise attack.

The North Korean Peoples’ army have been in con-
trol of Seoul since 26 June, just 24 hours after they 
invaded South Korea.

The UN condemned the offensive and US troops 
arrived to bolster South Korean resistance just days 
later.

courtesy BBc news

1950: seoul in un hands 

in context
Korea was divided after the Japanese withdrawal at the end of World 
War II - which left the USSR occupying the north of the country and 
the US the south. The border was the 38th parallel.
The invasion of South Korea took the international community largely 
by surprise - despite years of increasingly bloody frontier incidents.
The re-capture of Seoul from the North Koreans did not signal the end 
of the conflict and in November 1950 troops from Communist China 
entered a war which would eventually cost two million lives.
Fighting in Korea did not stop until the signing of an armistice on 27 
July 1953.
But a peace deal has never been reached and American troops remain 
stationed in the de-militarized zone between North and South Korea.

cineteatro
21 sep - 27 sep

KiNgsmAN: THE gOldEN CiRClE
(2d) room 1
2:15, 4:45, 7:15 pm
(3d) room 1
7:15 pm
director: mathew Vaughn
starring: Colin firth, Julianne moore, Halle berry    
language: English (Chinese)
duration: 141min

iT
room 2
2:15, 4:45, 7:15 9:45pm
director: Andres muschietti
starring:   bill skarsgård, Jaeden lieberher, finn wolfhard     
language: English (Chinese)
duration: 135min

A TAxi dRiVER
room 3
2:15, 4:45, 7:15, 9:45pm
director: Jang Hoon
starring: song Kang-ho, Thomas Krestchmann, yoo Hai-jin     
language: Korean(Chinese & English)
duration: 137min

13:00
13:30
14:50
19:25
19:50
20:30
21:00
22:10
22:40
23:00
23:30
00:05
00:40

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPi Live    
Brazilian Mini Serie (Repeated)   
Soap Opera
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Sports
Brazilian Mini Serie 
Seven Deadly Sins
TDM News    
Champions League 2017/2018 Highlights
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
RTPi Live
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ACROss: 1- On; 5- Inner self, to Jung; 10- Destiny; 14- Wraparound dress; 15- 
Deep sleeps; 16- Untruths, tells falsehoods; 17- Sea eagle; 18- Mindlessly stupid; 
19- airline to Israel; 20- Imitator; 21- Relieve congestion; 23- Roadster; 25- Queue 
after Q; 26- Feudal overlord; 31- Red fluorescent dye; 35- British verb ending; 36- 
Bathroom fixture; 38- Sensitive spots; 40- Barbecue fare; 42- Chad neighbor; 44- 
___ fide; 45- Register; 47- Haunting; 49- Actor Beatty; 50- Tenuous substances; 52- 
Whisker of a cat; 54- Hung. neighbor; 56- Hill insect; 57- Crested australian parrot; 
62- Fill up; 66- Injectable diazepam, in military lingo; 67- Stigma; 68- environmental 
sci.; 69- Not new; 70- Semi-automatic pistol; 71- Former Fords; 72- Meadows; 73- 
atlanta university; 74- Bona ___;
 
dOwN: 1- Between ports; 2- Diamond protection; 3- Writer Sarah ___ Jewett; 4- 
Penetrate; 5- Polluted precipitation; 6- Zero; 7- Colorful apple; 8- Feudal estate; 
9- In ___ (sort of); 10- Turn tail and run; 11- 
Feels off; 12- Milk source; 13- Night school 
subj.; 22- Pontiac muscle cars; 24- Short 
trader?; 26- Father; 27- Putting to work; 28- 
Horselike african mammal; 29- Romeo’s 
last words; 30- Israeli desert region; 32- 
Cry out loud; 33- Wrinkle removers; 34- 
Hawaiian state birds; 37- Garr of “Tootsie”; 
39- actress Thompson; 41- Distress call; 
43- Scurrility; 46- Escaping fluid; 48- Sea 
eagle; 51- Subject to legal action; 53- In 
and of ___; 55- Play chords; 57- Beer 
buy; 58- ___-Day vitamins; 59- Heels; 60- 
Shakespearean villain; 61- Cabinet dept.; 
63- Broadway opening; 64- Sweeney ___; 
65- Last word in a threat; 66- ___ -de-sac;

THE BoRN LoSER by Chip SansomYoUR STARS
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Friday’s solution

CRoSSWoRDS USEFUL TELEPHoNE NUMBERS

Emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
iACm 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
macau daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

miN mAx CONdiTiON

CHiNA

wORld

6
10
11
13
21

clear/cloudy
cloudy/drizzle
cloudy/drizzle

drizzle
clear

18
8
21
1
18
11
20
22
18
21
22
24
21
28
26
27

28
22
29
11
22
24
25
29
25
24
26
31
30
34
33
32

15
19
22
20
29

shower/overcast
clear

overcast
cloudy/clear

drizzle/moderate rain
cloudy/clear

overcast
shower/overcast

cloudy
heavy rain
heavy rain

shower
cloudy/shower

overcast
thundershower
shower/cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You don’t usually travel much, 
unless it’s for business. But at the 
moment, you’ll be all too happy 
to hop on a train, bus or plane - 
with anywhere but your current 
location in mind.

April 20-May 20
Since you’re as perceptive as anyone 
could possibly be, however, you’ll have 
an inkling - which gives you the perfect 
opportunity to leave a thoughtful gift 
on their doorstep or return the favor 
from behind the scenes.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You’ve never been tough to talk into 
traveling, and today won’t be any 
different. It will be just right, in fact, 
because you’re feeling more than a 
little bit like breaking out of a rut, 
and you know exactly how to do it.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Still putting your nose to the 
grindstone? Still forgetting about 
what you love best? Your partner, 
your friends and socializing, for 
example? Well, it’s time to stop that, 
right now. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You’ve been playing for days, and 
you’ve enjoyed every minute of it, 
but now it’s time to settle down a bit. 
Not that that you’ll mind, just this 
once. Your energy stores are low, 
and you’re in the mood to chill out.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Don’t pack up that certain someone’s 
clothes just yet. Sure, they’ve been 
irritating, and no, you don’t have to 
take it. But if you give it a second 
chance, you might be pleasantly 
surprised. You two have history.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Remember how jealousy and 
resentment made getting through 
that one day easier said than 
done? Well, here we go again. It 
might not be the same person or 
circumstances.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
A certain someone who 
absolutely adores you will make 
it abundantly clear that this isn’t 
quite what they had in mind when 
you two talked about it. Of course, 
you’re a big fan of monogamy.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Today, just for a change, you’ll do 
a rapid about-face and suddenly 
become quite concerned with 
duties, responsibilities and 
meticulous attention to details. 
Ha!

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Those unforeseen obstacles are still on 
the menu. But if you can successfully 
navigate your way through today 
(which might be tricky, especially if 
a dear one’s jealousy or resentfulness 
rears its ugly little head).

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
On the one hand, you’re still willing to 
be patient. On the other, you’re feeling a 
bit like Mt. Etna on a bad day. Whether 
you explode or not is one thing - but it’s 
definitely time to let them know exactly 
how much fire you can spout.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
A little bit of worrying about 
money is a healthy thing, but 
there’s no sense in obsessing about 
it. Better yet, it’s not necessary. 
You’ve been keeping a careful eye 
on things for some time now.

  Aquarius Pisces

 ad
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Marc Marquez won the 
Aragon MotoGP yester-

day for his second straight vic-
tory, taking the outright cham-
pionship lead with four races to 
go.

Marquez rode his Honda to 

victory after starting fifth on 
the grid, finishing comfortably 
ahead of fellow Spaniards Dani 
Pedrosa of Honda and Jorge Lo-
renzo of Ducati.

Pole-sitter Maverick Vina-
les ended fourth, just ahead of 

Yamaha teammate Valentino 
Rossi, who was racing for the 
first time since undergoing sur-
gery for breaking two bones in 
his right leg while training with 
an off-road motorcycle three 
weeks ago. The nine-time world 

champion missed the San Mari-
no GP because of the injury.

Marquez, who crashed in qua-
lifying on Saturday, nearly lost 
control while trying to get past 
Rossi and Lorenzo early in the 
race, missing the braking point 
and going slightly off the track 
before being able to pick up the 
pace again.

Marquez took the lead with 
seven laps to go and held on to 
finish nearly one second ahead 
of Pedrosa.

“It was really tough,” Marquez 
said. “If it wasn’t at this track, 
in front of these fans, maybe I 
would have thrown in the towel. 
I wasn’t comfortable out there. 
I was fighting against the bike 
and nearly crashed many times. 
I had to take some risks and I 
went for it. This victory means 
a lot.”

It was the fifth win of the year 
for Marquez, who is 16 points in 
front of Andrea Dovizioso. The 
Italian could not manage more 
than a seventh-place finish at 
the MotorLand track in nor-
theastern Spain. Marquez and 
Dovizioso were tied for the lead 
entering the weekend.

Vinales is third in the standin-
gs, 28 points behind Marquez 
and 26 points in front of fourth- 
place Pedrosa. Fifth-place Rossi 
is 56 points from the lead.

“The main opponents for the 

championship lost some points, 
so we opened a small advantage 
and it’s very important to arrive 
in Japan with that very small 
advantage,” Marquez said.

The Japanese GP is on Oct. 15.
Marquez reached his 60th ca-

reer win, with 34 coming in the 
main MotoGP series.

The defending MotoGP cham-
pion hadn’t won after starting 
outside of the first row since 
2014.

It was the second podium of 
the season for Lorenzo with Du-
cati.

“We are progressing very qui-
ckly,” Lorenzo said. “Especially 
my side, knowing more the 
bike, knowing the way to get 
the maximum, especially on the 
race.”

It was the second time that the 
top four riders in a MotoGP race 
were Spaniards. It hadn’t ha-
ppened since the Japanese GP 
in 2013.

Seven of the top 10 finishers on 
yesterday were from Spain.

Italian Franco Morbidelli won 
the Moto2 race and Spaniard 
Joan Mir was first in Moto3.

Mir has won eight of the 14 ra-
ces this season, a record for the 
series. He later was handed a six- 
place grid penalty for the next 
race for “irresponsible riding” 
after appearing to veer from 
side to side on the final lap. AP

KenYa was stripped 
of the right to host 

the 2018 African Nations 
Championship because of 
delays in its preparations 
and the Confederation of 
African Football opened a 
new bidding process yester-
day, giving itself just a week 
to find a new country.

The Confederation of 
African Football (CAF) ci-
ted “accumulated delays” 
in Kenya’s preparations for 
CHAN early next year, the 
continental championship 
for players playing in their 
home leagues. It’s the No. 
2 tournament for national 
teams in Africa behind the 
African Cup of Nations.

CAF made the decision to 
take the tournament away 
from Kenya at an executive 
committee meeting in Ac-
cra, Ghana, on Saturday.

“With an overwhelming 
majority of the members 
present, it was decided to 
withdraw the hosting righ-
ts of the competition from 
Kenya in the light of accu-
mulated delays from repor-
ts of the various inspection 
missions conducted in the 
country,” CAF said.

Countries seeking to step 
in as replacement host must 
submit applications by next 
Sunday, said CAF, which 

was forced into a fast-tra-
cked bidding process with 
the tournament scheduled 
to be played from Jan. 12-
Feb. 4.

Morocco, which is bidding 
to host the 2026 World Cup, 
has been touted as a possib-
le replacement host because 
of its relatively established 
infrastructure.

Kenya’s preparations for 
the 16-team tournament 
were already troubled be-
fore its presidential elec-
tions held in August were 
nullified and a re-vote was 
ordered. That re-vote is 
scheduled for next month, 
and the political instability 
has meant preparations for 
the tournament have been 
delayed.

Also at its meeting Satur-
day, CAF decided to open a 
tender process to recruit an 
audit firm to examine Ca-
meroon’s preparations for 
the 2019 African Cup of Na-
tions, Africa’s top football 
event.

Like Kenya, Cameroon’s 
readiness to host the Cup 
of Nations has been under 
scrutiny. 

CAF president Ahmad, 
who goes by just one name, 
said that Cameroon would 
remain 2019 host for now.

Africa has had a succes-

sion of problems with host 
countries for its tourna-
ments. South Africa had 
to step in to host the 2013 
African Cup of Nations af-
ter Libya conceded it wou-
ldn’t be able to. Equatorial 
Guinea took over the 2015 
African Cup after Morocco 
withdrew over fears of the 
spread of the deadly Ebola 
virus. Libya again withdrew 
as host for this year’s edition 
and Gabon was given the 
tournament on short notice.

The next three hosts for 
the African Cup were all 
decided by the former lea-
dership of CAF: Cameroon 
in 2019, Ivory Coast in 2021 
and Guinea in 2023.

CAF was forced to re-open 
the bidding process for the 
2020 Women’s African 
Cup of Nations after no bids 
were received on time. The 
2019 under-23 African Cup 
was given to Egypt because 
it was the only country to 
submit a “complete” appli-
cation, CAF said.

The poor quality of Afri-
can candidates to host soc-
cer tournaments reflects 
badly on Morocco, which is 
challenging the joint Nor-
th American bid from the 
United States, Mexico and 
Canada for the 2026 World 
Cup. AP

MoTogP

Marquez wins, Rossi 5th 
on return from injury

Kenya loses hosting rights to 
African football tournament

Marc Marquez leads
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Dave Campbell

The NFL’s players 
and owners are fre-
quently at odds over 
the issues, finances 

and rules of the game, a long- 
running feud that looms lar-
ge toward another potential 
work stoppage after the 2020 
season.

The two sides in the nation’s 
most popular professional 
sports league united on Sa-
turday in a manner unseen 
in years, sounding a resolute 
chord in decrying President 
Donald Trump’s remarks 
about players kneeling during 
the national anthem.

“Wouldn’t you love to see 
one of these NFL owners, 
when somebody disrespects 
our flag, you’d say, ‘Get that 
son of a bitch off the field ri-
ght now. Out! He’s fired,’” 
Trump said to loud applause 
Friday night at a rally in Hun-
tsville, Alabama, comments 
he kept echoing over the next 
two days.

“If NFL fans refuse to go to 
games until players stop dis-
respecting our Flag & Coun-
try, you will see change take 
place fast. Fire or suspend!” 
the president said in a Sunday 
morning tweet.

Quarterback Colin Kaeperni-
ck started the movement last 
year when he played for the 
San Francisco 49ers, refusing 
to stand during “The Star- 
Spangled Banner” to protest 
the treatment of black people 
by police. Kaepernick became 
a free agent and has not been 
signed by a new team for this 
season.

Without naming Kaepernick, 
Trump aimed his talk at those 
players who have knelt for the 
anthem.

“That’s a total disrespect of 
our heritage. That’s a total 
disrespect of everything that 
we stand for,” Trump said.

The Buffalo Bills were bothe-
red enough by the situation to 
hold a voluntary team meeting 
on Saturday, with players, 
coaches, staff and ownership 
all taking part.

“Our goal was to provide 

open dialogue and commu-
nication. We listened to one 
another. We believe it’s the 
best way to work through any 
issue we are facing, on and 
off the field,” owners Ter-
ry and Kim Pegula said in a 
statement distributed by the 
Bills. “President Trump’s re-
marks were divisive and dis-
respectful to the entire NFL 
community, but we tried to 
use them as an opportunity 
to further unify our team and 
our organization. Our players 
have the freedom to express 
themselves in a respectful and 
thoughtful manner and we all 
agreed that our sole message 

is to provide and to promote 
an environment that is focu-
sed on love and equality.”

Commissioner Roger Goo-
dell, who has taken heat for 
Kaepernick’s struggle to find 
a team, quickly condemned 
Trump’s comments.

“The NFL and our players 
are at our best when we help 
create a sense of unity in 
our country and our culture. 
There is no better example 
than the amazing response 
from our clubs and players 
to the terrible natural disas-
ters we’ve experienced over 
the last month,” Goodell said. 
“Divisive comments like these 

demonstrate an unfortunate 
lack of respect for the NFL, 
our great game and all of our 
players, and a failure to un-
derstand the overwhelming 
force for good our clubs and 
players represent in our com-
munities.”

At least seven team owners 
donated USD1 million each to 
Trump’s inaugural commit-
tee. But Los Angeles Chargers 
owner Dean Spanos , Atlanta 
Falcons owner Arthur Blank , 
New York Giants owners John 
Mara and Steve Tisch, Mia-
mi Dolphins owner Stephen 
Ross, Indianapolis Colts ow-
ner Jim Irsay, Tennessee Ti-
tans’ controlling owner Amy 
Adams Strunk and San Fran-
cisco 49ers owner Jed York 
were among the league power- 
brokers who issued condem-
ning statements through their 

clubs.
“The callous and offensive 

comments made by the presi-
dent are contradictory to what 
this great country stands for,” 
York said. “Our players have 
exercised their rights as Uni-
ted States citizens in order to 
spark conversation and action 
to address social injustice. We 
will continue to support them 
in their peaceful pursuit of 
positive change in our coun-
try and around the world.”

Added Green Bay Packers 
President and CEO Mark 
Murphy: “We believe it is im-
portant to support any of our 
players who choose to peace-
fully express themselves with 
the hope of change for good. 
As Americans, we are fortuna-
te to be able to speak openly 
and freely.”

This weekend’s games were 
sure to bring more protests, 
with Tampa Bay receiver De-
sean Jackson promising to 
make “a statement.”

“I know our players who 
kneeled for the anthem, and 
these are smart young men of 
character who want to make 
our world a better place for 
everyone,” Ross said. “They 
wanted to start a conversation 
and are making a difference 
in our community, including 
working with law enforcement 
to bring people together. We 
all can benefit from learning, 
listening and respecting each 
other.” AP

Rafael Nadal and Roger Federer joined forces to win the doubles in the new Laver Cup on Saturday. They teamed up for the 
first time to defeat Sam Querrey and Jack Sock 6-4, 1-6, 10-5 in the team event between Europe and the rest of the world. “It 
was unbelievable,” Nadal said. The inaugural Laver Cup was held at Prague’s o2 Arena on an unusual black hard court.

ONE SHOT NEWS

NFL owners speak out in support 
of players, against Trump

Seattle Seahawks defensive end Michael Bennett (center) is joined by teammates as he sits during the singing of the national anthem before an NFL football game 

 
Divisive 
comments 
like these 
demonstrate 
an unfortunate 
lack of respect 
for the NFl.

ROGeR GOODeLL
NFL COMMISSIONeR 
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siNgAPORE has 
overtaken nations 
including the U.S., Russia 
and china as the country 
launching the most cyber 
attacks globally, according 
to an Israeli data security 
firm. More on p13

iNdiA-PAKisTAN Pakistan 
says Indian troops have 
fired across the Line of 
control in the disputed 
Kashmir region, killing a 
young girl and wounding 
two other people.

iRAq’s Kurdish region’s 
controversial vote on 
independence will go 
ahead as planned today. 
The region’s president 
said that while the vote 
will be the first step in a 
long process to negotiate 
independence, the region’s 
“partnership” with the 
Iraqi central government in 
Baghdad is over.

gERmANy Exit polls 
suggest chancellor Angela 
Merkel’s conservative 
bloc has finished first 
in germany’s election, 
putting her in a position 
to lead the country for a 
fourth term. More on p14

mExiCO Hour after 
excruciating hour, 
Mexicans were transfixed 
by dramatic efforts to 
reach a young girl thought 
buried in the rubble of a 
school destroyed by a 
magnitude 7.1 earthquake. 
But she never existed, 
Mexican navy officials 
now say. “We want to 
emphasize that we have 
no knowledge about the 
report that emerged with 
the name of a girl.”

COlOmbiA The United 
Nations has finished 
deactivating thousands of 
weapons and munitions 
that once belonged to 
demobilized leftist rebels in 
colombia.
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BUZZ
THE AmAzon deepens its 

push into indiA 
Amazon.com Inc. is set to buy a 5 percent stake 

in Indian retailer Shoppers Stop Ltd., as the U.S. 
company steps up efforts to gain ground in the fast-
growing consumer market.

Shoppers Stop’s board approved the issuance of 
4.4 million shares to a unit of Amazon for 407.78 
rupees (USD6.28) each, the Mumbai-based com-
pany said in an emailed statement late Saturday. As 
part of the deal, Amazon experience centers - which 
let customers test out the products available online - 

will be set up across Shoppers Stop’s network of 80 
bricks-and-mortar stores in India.

Chief Executive Officer Jeff Bezos has allocated 
$5 billion toward Amazon’s expansion in India as 
it seeks to secure an advantage over local rivals in 
the South Asian nation. The e-commerce giant has 
a lot riding in the country after its washout in Chi-
na, where the dominance of Alibaba Group Holding 
Ltd. and other domestic players made Amazon’s 
entry difficult.

opinion
Rear Window
Severo Portela

ChIna’S Finance Minis-
try on Friday criticized the 

cut in the Standard & Poor’s 
rating agency’s credit rating 
on Chinese government bor-
rowing as a “wrong decision” 
and said it ignores the coun-
try’s economic strength.

S&P announced the change 
Thursday, citing rising debt it 
said increased financial risk. 
The move added to warnings 
China’s debt burden might 
drag on economic growth or 
threaten the financial system. 
It followed a similar downgra-
de by Moody’s Investors Ser-
vice in May.

The timing is awkward for 
the ruling Communist Par-
ty, which wants to project an 
image of stability ahead of a 
twice-a-decade congress next 
month at which President Xi 
Jinping is due to be named 
to a second five-year term as 
leader.

S&P followed its China 
downgrade a day later by cut-
ting its credit rating for Hong 
Kong, citing risks posed by 
their close ties. The agency 
said Friday it was reducing 
its long-term rating on Hong 
Kong by one notch, to AA+ 
from AAA, reflecting poten-
tial spillover risks.

It said Hong Kong has a 
good economic outlook, siza-
ble fiscal reserves and credible 
monetary policy, but that Chi-
na’s downgrade is “exerting 
a negative impact” on Hong 
Kong because of “strong ins-
titutional and political ties” 

between them.
The Finance Ministry com-

plained S&P ignored China’s 
stable economic growth and 
reform efforts. It noted offi-
cial data showed the economy 
grew by 6.9 percent in the first 
half of 2017 over a year earlier 
and government revenue rose 
by nearly 10 percent.

“The Standard & Poor’s 
downgrade of China’s sove-
reign credit rating is a wrong 
decision,” the ministry said on 
its website. “This misreading 
neglects China’s good fun-
damentals and development 
potential.”

Total Chinese nongovern-
ment debt rose last year to 
the equivalent of 257 percent 
of annual economic output, 
according to the Bank for In-
ternational Settlements. That 
is unusually high for a develo-
ping country and up from 143 
percent in 2008.

Communist leaders have ci-
ted reducing financial risk as 
a priority this year. They have 
launched initiatives to redu-
ce debts owed by state com-
panies, including by allowing 
banks to accept stock as re-
payment on loans. But private 
sector analysts say they are 
moving too slowly.

S&P lowered its rating on 
China’s sovereign debt by one 
notch from AA- to A+, still 
among its highest ratings.

“A prolonged period of 
strong credit growth has in-
creased China’s economic 
and financial risks,” said S&P 

in a statement. That has su-
pported economic growth 
but “also diminished financial 
stability to some extent.”

The downgrade could raise 
Beijing’s borrowing costs sli-
ghtly but is more significant 
for its impact on investor sen-
timent.

“The new rating is still squa-
rely investment grade — there 
is no real concern about the 
possibility of default,” said 
Mark Williams of Capital 
Economics in a report.

“However, credit continues 
to expand at a faster pace than 
output, which points to signi-
ficant ongoing misallocation 
of resources,” said Williams. 
“State sector reforms have 
continued to disappoint and 
so the hidden risks on bank 
balance sheets have conti-
nued to build.”

Chinese economic growth 
fell from 14.2 percent in 2007 
to 6.7 percent last year, thou-
gh that still was among the 
world’s strongest. AP

China criticizes S&P 
credit rating cut 

VIP attendants at the opening ceremonies of the Invictus Games in Toronto on Saturday. Front row from 
left, Petro Poroshenko, President of Ukraine, Maryna Poroshenko, first lady of Ukraine; middle row from 
left, Melania Trump, first lady of the United States, and Prince Harry; back row from left, Dr. Ralf Speth, 

CEo Jaguar Land Rover, and Kathleen Wynne, Premier of ontario. 
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Nathan Denette/The Canadian Press via AP

Undermining itself

While the ripples of Hato disaster still domi-
nate MSAR life… perhaps it is a convenient, 
if not an auspicious, occasion to address what 
prevents Macau from being the best of all pos-
sible Macaus. Bearing in mind that only fiction 
offers the prerogative of a fresh start, let’s say 
a refresh or a starting over.

However, there is a lot Macau can do to accord 
with the supposed image of an autonomous 
international entertainment city first among 
equals. Hato offers the opportunity to reveal 
more and conceal less. There is a lot to explore.

Let us consider as an example the anachro-
nistic or bizarre situation of former Public Pro-
secutor General Ho Chio Meng being convic-
ted directly by MSAR’s Court of Final Appeal 
(TUI), as before him the disgraced Secretary 
for Public Works Ao Man Long. Ho Chio Meng, 
who was the PPG at the time of AML trial, and 
without the fundamental right to appeal, none-
theless filed his reasons to TUI, including two 
solutions to deal with a decision intended to be 
final: a special or ad hoc court.

The thing is the outcome of Ho’s rightful 
appeal makes the situation a kind of Catch 22 
nightmare. To sustain the appeal Ho has to 
presume the existence of a loophole, to reject 
the appeal TUI judge Song Man Lei had to note 
there is no loophole.

Of course, this is utterly technical stuff, but 
common sense tells people that article 40 of 
MSAR Basic Law knows best when it states that 
the provisions of the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights “shall remain in force 
and shall be implemented through the laws of 
MSAR”. Furthermore “the rights and freedoms 
enjoyed by Macau residents shall not be restric-
ted unless prescribed by law. Such restrictions 
shall not contravene the provisions of the first 
paragraph of this article”.

Before, in those times of AML, the ways to 
deal with the embarrassing exclusion of the fun-
damental principle that everybody “shall have 
the right to his conviction and sentence being 
reviewed by a higher tribunal according to law”, 
as per the ICCPR, were of two types: the denial 
of the right of appeal as a universal; the logical 
impossibility to grant that right at the Court of 
Final Appeal. Probably because the objective 
restriction of the right of appeal was arithmeti-
cally quantifiable the question was raised little 
further, despite being one of (some) citizen(s) 
rights, freedoms and guarantees.

TUI decided to call a spade a spade, and via 
a judge Song Man Lei ruling, put an end to that 
limbo of the loophole or not a loophole quan-
dary. “When it was determined that in some par-
ticular cases (regarding high ranking officials) 
the court with the proper right to rule should be 
TUI, it was already clear that this would leave 
no room for appeals”. 

The elephant has always been in the room, 
but perhaps it was more comfortable and con-
venient to be complacent and blind. Macau 
chose to live well knowing that a small circle 
of residents would have their rights diminished, 
given certain circumstances, something that 
when you are looking from the outside speaks 
foul in terms of rule of law. 

It is crystal clear: there is no loophole! Once we 
may consider the possibility, but twice is a deli-
berate legislative intention: Macau Judicial Fra-
mework Law was reviewed in 2009 but the win-
dow closed untouched on the issue of appeal.

Finally, in scenario-building speculation, we 
would quote a recurrent saying that the devil 
is in the details… and now the devil knows the 
drill.
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