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consul shows 
cooking skills

china increases 
foreign aid flow

Consul Sergio Manuel 
Avila demonstrated how 
to prepare traditional 
Peruvian dishes

China is close to matching 
the United States as a source 
of official grants and loans to 
developing countries P2 MDT REPORT

water polo 
gaining 
recognition
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Hong Kong PoliCy AddreSS

Carrie Lam avoids touching on 
politically controversial topics

Korea A South Korean 
lawmaker says north 
Korean hackers stole 
highly classified military 
documents that include 
U.S.-South Korean 
wartime “decapitation 
strike” plans against the 
north Korean leadership. 
If confirmed, the reported 
hacking attack by the 
north would be a major 
blow for South Korea at 
a time when its relations 
with rival north Korea are 
at a low point. More on p12

MyanMar A report by 
the U.n. human rights 
office says attacks against 
rohingya Muslims in 
Myanmar point to a strategy 
to instill “widespread fear 
and trauma” and prevent 
them from ever returning to 
their homes. More on p12

Vanuatu The 11,000 
residents of a Vanuatu 
island who were evacuated 
from an erupting volcano 
will likely need to wait at 
least two more weeks 
before they can return 
home, officials said 
yesterday.
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Macau’s Water Polo gaining 
recognition on their merit
Renato Marques

Back in 2012, the idea of 
having a Macau Water Polo 

team was harbored by Rui Pedro 
Pinto, the Portuguese national 
that, at the time, was a recent 
resident in the region. Given his 
passion for water related sports, 
and in parallel with his profes-
sional activity, Pinto continued 
to teach swimming lessons.

Knowledgeable about the faci-
lities and equipment existing in 
local swimming pools, Pinto de-
cided to start a team.

 Encouraging some children 
to join the game was a small 
step that soon led to the crea-
tion of the second team. This 
team comprised of older and 
experienced players, who had 
contact and knowledge of water 
polo from other places, namely 
in Portugal, and could play at 
the highest level they were capa-
ble of.

Thereafter, the more senior 
team started to participate in 
tournaments in the neighboring 
region of Hong Kong, resulting 
in the frequency of their parti-
cipation growing from once per 
year to the current four times 
per year. This provided the team 
a boost to continue to train and 
practice at least twice a week.

In addition, the team is su-
pported by the Swimming Asso-
ciation, which provides the the 
pool for trainings and arranges 
for the necessary materials and 
equipment such as goals, caps 
and balls.

But Pinto asserted, “there is no 
money involved. We don’t get 
any kind of subsidies and we do 
not charge any fee to the athle-
tes either.”

“We know that this is not so 
professional in reality but that’s 
what we have since without any 
competition in Macau, it is very 
difficult to motivate the kids to 
keep training since the sport it-
self is not an easy one, a situa-
tion that gets harder if there are 
no goals” Pinto said. He also 
commented that the team’s par-
ticipation in all possible tourna-
ments in Hong Kong is intended 
to fill the gap created by the lack 
of local competition.

As for the teams’ goals, Pinto 
has no doubts; “The goals are 
not for the senior level team 
but for the lower training le-
vels comprising of the younger 
athletes.”

Currently, this is the only stea-
dily growing water polo team in 
Macau. The Swimming Associa-
tion  has previously had teams 
in the past that have been dis-

mantled for various reasons.
Pinto explained that the local 

team “Fishballs Macau”, of-
ten invites some of the young 
players from a current forma-
tion team from the Swimming 
Association to join the Macau 
side in their competitions.

The major challenges are 
mostly related to the current 
lack of sponsorship. Sponsor-
ship would allow a smooth or-
ganization of the activities. As 
the team captain explained: 
“For the tournaments, we have 
the regular expenses, the regis-
tration fee, ferry tickets, food, 
insurance and sometimes lod-
ging and it’s difficult for me to 
find ways to cover such expen-
ses.”  

“It’s a grim task to do this role 
of always trying to talk to people 
especially to the parents of the 
young players in order to see if 
they will agree to share the ne-
cessary expenses to participa-
te in such tournaments,” adds 
Pinto.

Pinto reflected that, in spite of 
the heavy task, the outcomes so 
far have been motivating; fin-
ding new members and obser-
ving the growing interest in a 
number of the participants has 
given him the necessary motiva-
tion to continue.

Recently, the top team from 
“Fishballs Macau” won the gold 
becoming the champion of the 
9th Water Polo Elite Open Cup 
Tournament, four-a-side, pro-
moted and organized by the 
South China Athletic Associa-
tion (SCAA) in Hong Kong.

The performance of the Ma-
cau side continually improved 
throughout the competition, 
with an 8-0  victory against the 
home side at the SCAA.

But that was not the only tro-
phy Fishballs Macau brought 
home from Hong Kong as club 
Junior Team finished second 
in the Junior Elite Tournament 
adding the silver medals to the 
gold from the older players.

The 14 teams playing the tour-
nament (eight from the top 
senior level and six from the 
junior level) were reduced to 
four players each (instead of the 
usual seven) due to the small di-
mensions of the pool. 

As for the upcoming competi-
tions, Fishballs Macau are cur-
rently seeking sponsorship that 
would allow them to participate 
in the upcoming 5th Internatio-
nal Beach Water Polo Tourna-
ment, to take place in Repulse 
Bay (Hong Kong) on the last 
weekend of this month.

Water Polo has been an Olym-
pic sport since the 1900 Olympi-
cs on the male side, while female 
Water Polo was only included in 
the Olympics from the Sydney 
2000 Olympics.

The current Olympic cham-
pion (in the men’s division) is 
Serbia after their victory against 
Croatia in the 2016 Rio Olympic 
Final; in the women’s division, 
the Olympic gold holder is cur-
rently USA, after beating Italy 
during the same Olympiads fi-
nal match.

Kazakhstan and China are the 
current Asian champions in the 
mens’ and womens’ divisions, 
respectively, after their succes-
ses at the 2014 Asian Games in 
Incheon, South Korea.

Together with Japan, they 
form the three strongest Asian 
teams in the sport.

 
The goals are 
not for the 
senior level 
team but for 
the lower 
training levels 
comprising of 
the younger 
athletes.

RUI PEDRo PINTo

Ch
un

g
 L

in
 C

h
en

g

Ch
un

g
 L

in
 C

h
en

g



thu 12.10.2017

MACAU澳聞macau’s leading newspaper 3
 

th Anniversary

  

 ad

I ndirectly-elec-
ted lawmaker, Chui 
Sai Cheong, brother 
of the Chief Execu-

tive, may be elected as vi-
ce-president of the Legis-
lative Assembly (AL) on 
Monday, when the new le-
gislature convenes for the 
first time, the Times has 
learned.

According to our source, 
Ho Iat Seng will remain 
president as expected, 
while two other legislators 
elected via the indirect vote 
will occupy the positions of 
first secretary of the board 
(Kou Hoi In) and second 
secretary of the board 
(Chan Hong). Kou Hoi 
In, who is a representati-
ve of the Business sector, 
and a veteran lawmaker, 
was promoted from se-
cond secretary, a position 
now occupied by a female 
newcomer to the AL, Chan 
Hong, a representative of 
the Welfare and Education 
sector.

The absence of legislators 
elected by universal suffra-
ge from the board of the 
AL doesn’t come as a total 
surprise, although some 

legislators and political 
commentators advocated 
the presence of at least one 
directly-elected member 
on the board following the 

September 17 elections.
“What is really surpri-

sing, almost shocking, is 
that a brother of the leader 
of the executive branch is 
chosen for the position of 
vice-president of the le-
gislative branch. Why not 
president?” an anonymous 
observer remarked to the 
Times.

Chui Sai Cheong, 63, se-
cured a seat at the Legisla-
tive Assembly via the indi-
rect election as one of the 
three representatives of 
the Professionals sector.

He is the general-mana-
ger of the property and 
development division of 
Chui’s family business, 
Companhia de Investimen-
to Predial Chui’s, Lda and, 
among other responsibili-
ties, he presides over the 
Macau Management Asso-
ciation.

Chui Sai Cheong is also a 
member of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Political Consultative 
Conference. PC

Chui Sai Cheong to be 
next AL vice-president

IMF predicts economic 
growth to reach 13.4pct
 
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
published its latest World Economic Outlook 
report, which forecast the global economy to 
grow by 3.6 percent and 3.7 percent for 2017 
and 2018, respectively. This represents an 
increase of 0.1 percent for each year from the 
forecasts made earlier in April and July of 
2017. Based on its report, the IMF raised its 
forecast of the MSAR’s economic growth for 
2017 to reach 13.4 percent. The international 
organization also forecast the SAR’s inflation 
for this year to lower to 1.5 percent from an 
initial forecast of 2 percent, and to stay at 2.2 
percent next year. It maintained its forecast of 
the unemployment rate remaining at a low level 
of around 2 percent.  On public finance, the 
IMF forecast the government’s integrated fiscal 
account to remain in surplus this year and next.

Gov’t seeks opinion 
ahead of Policy Address 
The government launched a 15-day public 
consultation yesterday to supplement its plans 
for the Policy Address for the Fiscal Year 2018 
with community input. The consultation, 
running up to and including October 25, aims 
to garner suggestions for next year’s policy 
blueprint “to ensure that matters of public 
concern are effectively addressed,” according 
to a statement issued yesterday. To encourage 
members of the public to participate in the 
consultation, the government has organized 
the production of promotional materials – 
including animated videos, and advertising on 
television, radio, newspapers and social media.
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Lynzy Valles

The ongoing 2017 Latin 
American Cultural Fes-
tival features eight cul-
tural activities and aims 

to raise the public’s awareness 
on the region’s overlooked Latin 
American roots.

Organized by the Macau Asso-
ciation for the Promotion of Ex-
change between Asia-Pacific and 
Latin America (MAPEAL), a se-
ries of Peruvian cultural activities 
took place on Tuesday for studen-
ts, residents and visitors in Ma-
cau so that they could learn more 
about Peruvian culture.

The activities included the Latin 
American Cultural Seminar and 
the Latin American Film Shows 
held at the University of Macau, 
while a Photo Exhibition titled 
“Peru’s Memory: 1890 – 1950” 
and cooking demonstration were 
held at the Macau Tower.

Gary Ngai, president of the 
Executive Board of MAPEAL, 
and Sergio Manuel Avila, Consul 
General of Peru in Hong Kong 
and Macau, both stressed that the 
city should not forget the roots 
of Macau, and that Portugal and 
China are not the only counties 
that should be recognized as im-
portant to Macau history.

He argued that as Macau is 
promoting its links between Por-
tuguese-speaking countries, it 
should also do the same with La-
tin American countries. 

Speaking to the press, Ngai 
recalled that culture flowed be-
tween Macau and Latin America 
back in the 16th century through 
the Maritime Silk Route.

“That makes us now, after 400 
years, look back at our history,” 
he said. 

According to Ngai, Macau has 
a long way to go in acknowled-
ging the influence of the Spanish- 
speaking countries of the world.

“Here in Macau, they only have 
contacts with 12 to 14 Latin Ame-
rican countries [in terms of] cul-
ture and business. It’s not enou-
gh. It’s just a starting point but 
we have been doing it for 10 years 
already,” Ngai pointed out.

He added that Macau is the only 
Chinese city which has these sorts 
of roots and additionally sugges-
ted that it should not disregard 
its links with Spanish-speaking 
countries.

“The Latin culture in Macau 
is deeply rooted but if you don’t 
show it to the people, they’ll for-
get,” he noted.

With the wide array of gastro-
nomic offers in Macau, both Ngai 
and Avila revealed that a Peru-
vian restaurant will be opened 
at MGM Cotai, a move that will 

allow residents to become more 
aware of Peruvian cuisine.

However, they also expressed 
the opinion that much support 
from the government is still nee-
ded to open Latin American res-
taurants in Macau, as it is an ini-
tiative that “will take time and will 
cost money.”

Ngai pointed out that Macau has 
positioned itself as an internatio-
nal city and expressed hopes that 
the government would support 
further cultural initiatives such 
as the Latin American Cultural 
Festival. “They should not forget 
that one of roots here in Macau is 
the Latin American culture,” Ngai 
reiterated.

With the festival’s aim of raising 
the public’s awareness of Macau’s 
Latin roots, Ngai stressed that if 

the region forgets certain cultural 
roots, Macau will only be a part of 
its neighboring regions.

“If you try to forget this, you 
make Macau just a small part of 
Hong Kong or Guangzhou,” Ngai 
warned.

Avila noted that Spanish- 
speaking countries have cultu-
ral similarities and influence on 
Macau, even with their different 
cuisine.

The diplomat stressed that the 
festival is an opportunity for the 
younger generations to be aware 
of the regions’ historical simila-
rities, citing similarities of some 
churches and residential demo-
graphics.

During the festival’s cooking 
demonstration on Tuesday, the 
diplomat demonstrated how to 

prepare traditional Peruvian 
dishes such as Aji de Gallina and 
Mazamorra. 

Avila also prepared a typical Pe-
ruvian dessert Arroz con Leche 
with quinoa from Peru. 

“I was missing Peruvian food 
during my first diplomat post 
abroad […] so I started learning 
how to cook. I wanted to share 
with the public a little bit of what 
I’ve learned during the years,” 
said the diplomat.

For next year’s edition of the fes-
tival, Avila hoped that they wou-
ld be able to create a whole week 
offering Peruvian cuisines as part 
of the festival’s gastronomic hi-
ghlights.

The 2017 Latin American Cultu-
ral Festival will run until Novem-
ber 5.

The second Macau Lan-
tern Festival, which 

kicked off at the beginning 
of Golden Week, features a 
total of 10 large-sized con-
temporary rabbit lanterns 
with the theme “Happy All 
Together.”

Currently showcased at 
the Promenade of One Cen-
tral Macau, the installations 
were created by local archi-
tect and artist Carlos Mar-
reiros, cooperating with five 
other artists from the city, 
Hong Kong and Macau.

Standing from five to ei-
ght meters, the lanterns are 
designed as ‘happiness ge-
nerators’ to bring the Mid- 
Autumn Festival to life for 
both locals and visitors 
alike.

Speaking to the Times, 
Marreiros explained that 
the second edition of the 
Lantern Festival has shif-

ted to the concept of urban 
light sculpture rather than 
the traditional lanterns. 

“Last year was successful 
and I’m sure this year will 
be even more successful,” 
he said.

Marreiros expects the 
third edition of the festival 
to feature larger lanterns 
with more light sculptures 
with the aim to reflect the 
spirit of the festive season. 

“With this festival, my 
idea is to keep it as it is for 
the time being: using the 
concept of traditional lan-
terns […] but we’ll reinvent 
a contemporary approach 
[yet] neither for the shapes 
nor the philosophy. This se-
cond festival already reflec-
ts this spirit,” the artist said. 

Alongside the festive sea-
son, Marreiros believes that 
the Macau Lantern Festi-
val adds value to the city’s 

overall cultural and artistic 
image.

With the location of the 
festival, the architect no-
ted that  both residents and 
visitors will be attracted to 
immerse themselves into 
the festive spirit.

“They can have the expe-
rience of leisure moments, 
and [also] making the other 
part of the city not so con-
gested,” he said.

In the future, the local ar-
chitect and artists hope that 
the event will be internatio-
nalized, describing the fes-
tival as a ‘unique and one of 
a kind’ event as it features 
large-scale urban sculptu-
res with contemporary de-
signs. 

According to him, Macau 
is the only city, which holds 
an event that showcases 
large-scale contemporary 
design installations to ce-

lebrate the Mid-Autumn 
Festival.

“I hope that our cultural 
event moves to be a kind 
of international exhibition 
holding big size urban li-
ghts sculptures [but still] 
keeping the spirit of lantern 
[because] that is unique,” 
he noted.

The festival also aims to 
invite more artists for its 
third edition.

The second Macau Lan-
tern Festival also extends 
its exhibits to Anim’Arte 
Nam Van, adding atmos-
phere to the space through 
light installations, which 
have been made by two lo-
cal designers, Nono Leung 
and Wakka Cheang.

The eight neon illumina-
tions reflect the fusion of 
the traditional nature of the 
festival and the localized 
culture.

Festival recalls Latin 
American’s influence in Macau

City’s lantern event aims to be internationalized 

Gary Ngai (left) and Sergio Manuel Avila Sergio Manuel Avila demonstrates his cooking skills 



12.10.2017 thu

MACAU 澳聞 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
 

th Anniversary

6
 

 ad

A total of 2,265 res-
taurants, eating 

and drinking places 
and cooked-food stalls 
in municipal markets 
were operating in 2016, 
down by 19 year-on- 
year, according to a 
“survey on restaurants 
and similar establish-
ments” released by the 
Statistics and Census 
Service. The number of 
restaurants and similar 
establishments recor-
ded a decline for the 
first time since 2012.

According to the sur-
vey, the total number 
of persons engaged in 
the food and beverage 
industry increased by 
85 to 32,398 in 2016. 
Revenues of the in-
dustry amounted to 
MOP10.69 billion, up 
by 6.5 percent year- 
on-year. Expenditure 
grew by 5.2 percent 

to MOP10.46 billion.  
Gross Value Added, 
which measures the 
sectorial contribution 
to the economy, went 
up by 13 percent year- 
on-year to MOP4.03 
billion. Regarding ex-
penses, the purchase 
of goods (MOP3.83 
billion), compensation 
of employees (MOP3.77 
billion) and operating 
expenses (MOP2.83 
billion) rose by 2 per-
cent, 9.8 percent and 
3.6 percent respecti-
vely year-on-year. Ope-
rating expenses were 
mainly incurred on 
rent of establishments 
(41.8 percent of total), 
down marginally by 0.5 
percent year-on-year 
to MOP1.18 billion, 
followed by those on 
electricity charges at 
MOP362 million, up by 
7.1 percent.

FooTbAll | AFC ASiAn CUP

Macau defeated 4-1 by 
India after strong start
Macau was defea-

ted 4-1 by India 
last night in their AFC 
Asian Cup qualifying 
match at Bangalore’s 
Sree Kanteerava Sta-
dium, building on the 
2-0 rout of Macau in the 
match’s first leg on Sep-
tember 5.

The two national 
teams were tied 1-1 at 
half-time – a strong 
start for the local un-
derdogs - after goals by 
India’s Rowllin Borges 
and Macau’s Nicholas 
Torrão. 

According to football 
analysts, Torrão’s 38th-
minute goal took ad-
vantage of a lapse in 
the Indian defense. The 
two defenders guarding 
Torrão reacted late to 
a cross into the Macau 
footballer, and a de-
flection off one of the 
Indian players secured 
the goal.

But the stamina of the 
Macau team appeared 
to run dry as the second 
half went on and the 
team conceded three 
goals in the 60th, 71st, 
and 91st minutes during 
a prolonged Indian atta-
ck, that left the Macau 
team increasingly de-
moralized.

The result is the second 

worst defeat for Macau 
in this year’s qualifier 
rounds since its 4-0 loss 
to Myanmar on June 13.

India, ranked 107 in 
the world, has defea-
ted all of its group’s 
challengers so far in the 
latest AFC Asian Cup 
qualifier round; na-
mely Kyrgyzstan (128), 
Myanmar (157) and now 

Macau (182 on the FIFA 
ranking). 

Macau lost both of 
its first leg matches 
against Kyrgyzstan (0-
1) and Myanmar (0-4) 
and is due to play the 
second legs on Novem-
ber 14 and March 27, 
2018, respectively.

After last night’s vic-
tory, India has guaran-
teed its ascension into 
the AFC Asian Cup Fi-
nals competition, stan-
ding on a total of 12 
points, the maximum 
possible given the num-
ber of games thus far 
played. Kyrgyzstan and 
Myanmar both have 
four points apiece and 
will now compete for 
the second qualifier 
spot. 

As of last night’s resul-
ts, there remains a slim 
possibility that Macau 
can still qualify for the 
Finals competition. DB

Restaurants 
show growth 
in revenue and 
employees  
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Rosenqvist returns 
in a GT car
Felix Rosenqvist, two-time winner of the Macau 
Formula 3 Grand Prix, will return to the Guia 
Circuit next month, but this time driving a GT 
car.  According to Autosport, Rosenqvist will drive 
a Ferrari 488 GT3 for Scuderia Corsa. Currently 
driving in the Formula E and Japanese Super 
Formula, Rosenqvist will attempt to become the 
second driver to win both the F3 GP and the Macau 
GT Cup. If he succeeds, he will follow in the steps of 
Italian Edoardo Mortara. 

Over 100 opinions       
received on catastrophe 
response
The Macau SAR Policy Research Office has 
gathered opinions about the report on the damage 
caused by Typhoon Hato. According to a statement 
issued yesterday, a total of 131 opinions and 
suggestions were made. Local associations and 
scholars expressed their views on cooperative 
measures between Macau and neighboring regions 
to contain floods. The think tank will now “arrange 
systematically” the opinions and submit them to 
a commission created to review the first response 
mechanism when catastrophes occur. 

Benedict Rogers

Hong Kong

British human rights activist 
denied entry at border
A British human righ-

ts activist, who has a 
reputation for criti-
cizing Beijing’s ever-

tighter grip on neighboring 
Hong Kong, was barred from 
entering the HKSAR yesterday 
without any explanation, re-
ported international media.

Benedict Rogers, the co-fou-
nder and deputy chair of the 
Conservative Party Human Ri-
ghts Commission, was preven-
ted from entering Hong Kong 
after he disembarked from a 
Thai Airways plane from Ban-
gkok yesterday morning.

He told Britain’s The Guar-
dian newspaper that Hong 
Kong immigration authorities 
provided no reason for barring 
his entry, but escorted him 
to take a return flight back to 
Bangkok.

“It is absolutely bizarre… 
I feel shocked,” he told The 
Guardian. “I had received a 
warning that this might ha-
ppen so I was mentally pre-
pared for it but was hoping it 

wouldn’t happen. “
Rogers, who lived for five 

years in the semi-autono-
mous city after its sovereignty 
was transferred from London 
to Beijing, said he had been 
warned through a third party 
that he might not be let in. He 
was due to meet with several 
friends to discuss ongoing po-
litical and civil rights matters.

“I was expecting him to arrive 
in Hong Kong today, but got 
word that he has been denied 
entry and put on a plane back 
to Bangkok,” where he transi-
ted, said Anson Chan, formerly 
the city’s top civil servant and 
now head of a pro-democracy 
think tank.

Earlier this year, Rogers hel-
ped organize a petition con-
demning prison sentences gi-
ven to three prominent young 
student leaders for their role in 
sparking massive pro-demo-
cracy demonstrations in 2014.

“Maybe Beijing took a dislike 
to these activities,” Chan said. 
“We are all concerned, because 

once again it’s chipping away 
at Hong Kong’s high degree of 
autonomy.”

“It makes a mockery of Hong 
Kong as an international hub,” 
he added.

As cited by The Guardian, 
Rogers also recalls an alleged 
conversation with the immi-
gration officer tasked with es-
corting the human rights acti-
vist to his outbound plane. 

“I said [to the officer], ‘Does 
this mean ‘one country, two 
systems’ is dead? Is it ‘one 

country, one system’ now?’ […] 
He looked at me actually very 
sadly, almost with tears in his 
eyes, and said, ‘I’m just doing 
my job, I can’t comment.’”

But Hong Kong’s immigra-
tion department disputed the 
account and said that the staff 
member did not hear his com-
ment on ‘One country, two sys-
tems’.

“I feel it is yet another exam-
ple of, if not the death, then the 
death throes of ‘One country, 
two systems’,” warned Rogers.
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R.T. Watson

A bid by China to clean up 
pollution in its biggest ci-
ties and industrial towns 
is fueling a push to mine 

resource riches on the other side of 
the globe in the Amazon rainforest 
- one of the most environmentally 
sensitive areas on Earth.

Smog-laden skies across the 
world’s most-populated country 
prompted the government to im-
pose curbs on a domestic steel 
industry that uses coal-fired blast 
furnaces to melt iron ore. That’s 
led to increased demand for hi-
gher-grade ore from overseas that 
can produce more steel with fewer 
emissions, and profit margins on 
those shipments have surged.

Exports by Brazil, one of the bi-
ggest suppliers, are headed for 
a fourth straight record in 2017. 
Top producer Vale SA is shifting 
production from low-grade re-
serves in the southeast that have 
been mined for a century to deve-
lop more high-grade deposits in 
the isolated northern regions of 
the Amazon, where environmen-
talists fear further damage to the 
world’s largest rainforest.

“It’s a contradiction,” said Fre-
derico Martins, an official at the 
Brazilian government’s Chico 
Mendes Institute for Biodiversi-
ty Conservation who monitored 
Vale’s operations in the Amazon 
when he was managing the Ca-
rajas national forest for a decade. 
“China wants to clean up 20 years 
of pollution over there, yet impac-
ting things more here.”

The incentive for Brazil to pro-
duce more is growing, especially 
for Vale, which is seeking to redu-
ce USD22 billion of debt it ran up 
during a three-year price slump 
that ended in 2016. The gap be-

tween low-grade and high-grade 
ore is widening to about $50 a me-
tric ton from less than $10 about 
18 months ago.

Ore that contains 65 percent 
iron sold for $86.50 a ton on 
Tuesday, compared with $36.96 
for the lower-grade 58 percent 
ore, according to Metal Bulletin 

Ltd. The industry benchmark, ba-
sed on 62 percent ore delivered to 
Qingdao, China, fetched $61.01.

Vale is ramping up its $14 billion 
project in the Amazon known as 
S11D, which began production 
earlier this year. The Rio de Ja-
neiro-based company says better-
quality reserves and more auto-
mated machinery mean the mine 
will eventually be able to produce 
ore at about $7 a ton. That’s less 
than half of its current total costs. 
Output at the site could reach 90 
million tons a year by 2020.

The project marks the start of a 
transition from Vale’s origins in 
the southern state of Minas Ge-
rais, where the company has more 
than 10 billion tons of known re-
serves. But most of those depo-
sits don’t exceed 50 percent iron 
content. In Vale’s Amazon reser-
ves, where S11D is located, it has 
almost 7 billion tons at more than 
65 percent.

“Brazilian iron-ore shipments 
will grow significantly over the 
next four years,” as demand in-
creases for higher-grade supplies, 
said Paul Robinson, director 
of non-ferrous metals at CRU 

Group, a mining-industry con-
sultant based in London. Exports 
that are heading for a record 370 
million tons this year may expand 
to 460 million or 470 million by 
2021 as the premium continues to 
increase, he said.

The increased demand already 
is helping Vale. The company’s 
credit was upgraded to stable by 
Fitch Ratings Ltd., which forecast 
“reasonable profitability during 
periods of lower prices” as increa-
sed output from S11D boosts Va-
le’s advantage over rival exporters 
in Australia. Brazil currently ac-
counts for about 22 percent of glo-
bal iron-ore trade, and most of the 
country’s shipments come from 
Vale, according to Fitch.

Vale says it has reduced output 
of lower-grade ore by about 19 
million tons a year while boosting 
supplies of the higher grades Chi-
na is buying.

At a meeting with analysts last 
month, Vale Chief Executive Of-
ficer Fabio Schvartsman said 
reduced costs and the widening 
profit margins should help boost 
earnings before interest, taxes, 
depreciation and amortization by 
as much as $600 million in the 
second half of 2017. The company 
earned about $30 a ton last year, 
but Schvartsman said that profit 
could increase by as much as $6 a 
ton by 2020.

The outlook is improving becau-
se of the shift in buying by China, 
the world’s largest metals consu-
mer and by far the biggest impor-
ter of iron ore. Only the country’s 
coal-fired electricity generators 
pollute more than its steel makers, 
according to Greenpeace. The go-
vernment is closing the dirtiest 
plants and increasing commit-
ments to expanded use of solar 
power and electric vehicles.

Aside from reducing costs asso-
ciated with pollution, China also 
wants cleaner cities to retain the 
talents of its expanding middle 
class, which is better educated and 
more mobile, according to Mat-
thew Kahn, a professor of econo-
mics at the University of Southern 
California in Los Angeles. He led 
a study examining the careers of 
politicians and mayors in 100 Chi-
nese cities over eight years.

“China’s original growth model 
was to have its own heavy facto-
ries in steel and other industries, 
and this created output and pollu-
tion,” Kahn said. “But now that 
China is transitioning to a human 
capital economy, smart, talented 
people want to live in cities with 
blue skies that look like San Fran-
cisco.”

The risk for Brazil is that it lo-
ses more of its rain forest, which 
Greenpeace estimates has shrunk 
by about a fifth in the past four 
decades as farmers moved in to 
plant soybeans or sugar and mi-
ners began digging up minerals.

In the Carajas national forest, 
where S11D is being developed, 
Vale says it protects about 8,200 
square kilometers of natural ha-
bitat, or about five times the total 
area where it operates. The com-
pany has developed technologies 
and management systems to mi-
nimize the impact on the environ-
ment, its press department said 
by email.

Still, satellite images of the re-
gion show a dramatic amount of 
deforestation around locations 
where mining began in the 1980s. 
More than 40,000 people worked 
on developing S11D since 2010, 
and the company now employs 
about 2,700 workers full time, 
plus at least 10,000 indirect jobs.

“Mining attracts a migratory 
flow,” said Martins at the Chico 
Mendes Institute for Biodiversi-
ty Conservation, adding that the 
impact on rural areas is signifi-
cant. “When the flow settles in the 
region, it does so in an irregular 
way, and that puts pressure on 
the forest as land is converted into 
rural and urban areas.” Bloomberg

Airasia X Bhd., the 
long-haul arm of the 

region’s biggest budget car-
rier, is looking at swapping 
an order for 66 Airbus SE 
A330neo wide-body jets 
to larger A350s in a bid to 
boost capacity on its busiest 
routes.

A review of the Kuala Lum-
pur-based discounter’s fleet 
requirements is underway 
and could result in a plan 
to trade up to the bigger wi-
de-body, Tony Fernandes, 
chief executive officer of Air- 
Asia group, said in an inter-
view Tuesday. He said the 
Boeing Co. 787 Dreamliner 

will also be considered.
AirAsia X will remain fo-

cused on routes within four 
to eight hours’ flying time 
and would deploy the A350s 
on those services just as it 
had aimed to do with the 
A330s, Fernandes said, ad-
ding that a switch wouldn’t 
indicate a revival of plans to 
serve Europe. For Airbus, 
an order would shrink the 
212-plane A330neo backlog 
while bolstering an A350 
program that has itself suf-
fered recent setbacks.

“Over the last 10 years 
we’ve been tweaking the 
model,” the CEO said. “Now 

that we kind of know what 
we want to do, we’re looking 
at the fleet. We’re toying 
with the A350. If we went 
A350, we wouldn’t use the 
A330neo anymore, we’d go 
all A350.”

AirAsia X currently has 10 
A350-900s on order alon-
gside the larger A330neo 
commitment, while its exis-
ting fleet is comprised of 30 
current-generation A330s. 
The Boeing 787 “looks inte-
resting as well,” Fernandes 
said in London.

The move would mark an 
about face from previous 
plans. In 2015, the Malay-

sian operator began looking 
at flipping the 10 A350s due 
for delivery from 2021 to 
A330neos, with the unit’s 
chief Benyamin Ismail 
saying the smaller jet was 
cheaper and just as econo-
mical.

While an order rethink 
could be lucrative for Air-
bus, with the A350-900 ha-
ving a sticker price of $311.2 
million versus $290.6 
million for the A330neo, 
the switch would come as a 
complication given the airli-
ne’s status as a launch cus-
tomer for the plane.

Fernandes said the first jet 

is due in December 2018, 
though the date is “slipping” 
after already being put back 
amid development issues 
with Rolls-Royce Holdin-
gs Plc’s Trent 7000 engine. 
The company will send re-
presentatives to the model’s 
first flight, scheduled for 
Oct. 18 in Toulouse, he said.

AirAsia X is also exploring 

the business case for adding 
Airbus A321neos to serve 
routes to India and China 
that might not support big-
ger planes, Fernandes said. 
The main AirAsia short- 
haul operation already has 
orders for more than 400 
upgraded Airbus narrow- 
bodies, including 100 A321 
variants.

China gobbles Amazon rainforest 
ore to clean its polluted skies

AirAsia X could swap 66-jet 
Airbus A330Neo order to A350s 

Tony Fernandes

 
it’s a 
contradiction, 
China wants 
to clean up 
20 years of 
pollution over 
there, yet 
impacting 
things more 
here.

FREDERICo MARTINS
INSTITUTE FoR BIoDIvERSITY 

CoNSERvATIoN 

bL
o

o
m

be
rg

bL
o

o
m

be
rg



12.10.2017 thu

CHINA 中國 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo10
 

Joe McDonald, Beijing 

China is close to matching 
the United States as a source 

of official grants and loans to de-
veloping countries, but much of 
Beijing’s financing serves its own 
economic interests and yields 
scant benefits for recipients, a 
multinational group of resear-
chers reported yesterday.

The research by AidData, a lab at 
the College of William & Mary in 
Virginia, is the most extensive ef-
fort yet to measure official finan-
cing by China, which releases few 
details of its aid flows. That has 
spurred concern about Beijing’s 
intentions as it tries to expand its 
global influence to match China’s 
status as the world’s second-lar-
gest economy.

China gave or lent USD354.4 
billion in the 15 years ending in 
2014 in Africa, Asia and elsewhe-
re, compared with $394.6 billion 
for the United States, according 
to AidData. It released a databa-
se of Chinese financing, assemb-
led from thousands of sources of 
information, and a study on its 
impact by scholars from Harvard 
University, Germany’s Heidel-
berg University and William & 
Mary.

“At the very top level, you could 
say the U.S. and China are now 
spending rivals when it comes to 
their financial transfers to other 
countries,” said AidData’s execu-
tive director, Bradley C. Parks.

China’s secretiveness about its 
spending has fueled complaints 
its aid might prop up corrupt re-
gimes or undercut environmen-
tal and human rights standards 
Western donors are trying to en-
force.

Attention to Chinese financing 
has increased as Beijing promo-
tes its “Belt and Road Initiative,” 

a multibillion-dollar initiative to 
expand China’s trade links with 
Asia, Africa and the Middle East 
by building ports, roads and other 
facilities.

About 23 percent of Chinese 
spending met the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development’s definition of aid, 
or “official development assistan-
ce,” which requires at least 25 per-
cent of a transfer to be a grant. By 
contrast, 93 percent of U.S. spen-
ding qualifies as aid.

The bulk of Beijing’s financing 
appears to be export credits and 
other measures aimed at pro-
moting Chinese exports or other 
goals, which produced little mea-
surable growth in recipient eco-
nomies, according to Parks. He 
said such “official finance” doesn’t 

count as development assistance 
but is part of the OECD’s broader 
definition of aid.

“The lion’s share of the portfolio 
is really not delivering, at least on 
average, any significant economic 
growth benefits for its partner 
countries,” said Parks.

That leaves Beijing room to have 
a positive impact by shifting spen-
ding to development assistance, 
he said.

“There still is a lot of scope for 
them to learn and adapt,” said 
Parks.

The portion of Chinese finan-
cing that qualifies as aid “subs-
tantially improves economic 
growth,” according to the report. 
It said results were comparable 
to the impact of U.S.- and other 
Western-financed projects.

“I thought that was a pretty im-
portant finding and an encoura-
ging one,” said Parks.

The 5-year-old project used 
a computerized system to look 
for information from more than 
15,000 sources including news 
reports, Chinese government offi-
ces, ministries of other countries 
and academic reports. Its data 
cover 4,304 projects in 138 coun-
tries and territories.

China doesn’t participate in glo-
bal aid reporting systems. It relea-
sed some figures in 2011 and 2014 
but gave few details and none 
about individual countries.

AidData released its first report 
in 2013 focusing on Chinese fi-
nancing to Africa. Parks said its 
data have been used by other 
scholars to launch more than 100 
research projects.

“AidData is the most com-
prehensive source of information 
on China’s lending for develop-
ment projects,” said David Dollar, 
an economist at the Brookings 
Institution in Washington and 
former World Bank country di-
rector in Beijing, in an email.

“The data show that China’s 
lending is indiscriminate with 
respect to governance.  Some big 
borrowers have poor rule of law, 
such as Venezuela, Angola and 
Pakistan,” Dollar wrote. “The ove-
rall pattern of lending indicates 
that it is demand-driven by which 
countries want to borrow rather 
than by a Chinese master plan.”

Parks said the data show more 
Chinese finance goes to coun-

tries that vote with Beijing at the 
United Nations. He said that “mi-
ght not look good,” but a similar 
analysis of U.S. and other Wes-
tern donors shows they act the 
same way.

“In a sense, Beijing has taken a 
page out of the playbook of tra-
ditional Western donors,” said 
Parks. “That doesn’t comport 
with the ‘rogue donor’ narrative 
that China is somehow inferior or 
different.”

Parks said the project didn’t 
try to measure whether Chinese 
aid undercuts environmental or 
other standards by giving an al-
ternative to more stringent condi-
tions on Western aid.

But a separate study published 
this year by researcher Diego 
Hernandez of Heidelberg found 
the World Bank attached “signifi-
cantly fewer conditions” to loans 
if recipients also had aid available 
from China.

“New donors might be perceived 
as an attractive financial option to 
which the World Bank reacts by 
offering credits less restrictively 
in order to remain competitive,” 
wrote Hernandez. AP

An enormous exhibi-
tion by the activist ar-

tist Ai Weiwei, designed to 
draw attention to the wor-
ld’s refugee crisis, is going 
on view at some 300 sites 
around New York City.

“Good Fences Make 
Good Neighbors,” pre-
sented by the Public Art 
Fund, will be open to the 
public from tomorrow un-
til Feb. 11.

A global trend of “trying 
to separate us by color, 
race, religion, nationality” 
is a blow “against free-
dom, against humanity,” 
Ai said at a Manhattan 
press conference yester-
day [Macau time]. “That’s 
why I made a work related 
to this issue.”

Ai, now based in Berlin, 
is considered one of the 

world’s most successful 
artists.

He spent his childhood 
in a remote Chinese com-
munity after his father, a 
poet, was exiled by Com-
munist authorities. He 
came to New York City 
as an art student in the 
1980s, then returned to 
his homeland in 1993, 
using his art and public 
platform to address politi-
cal issues. He was alterna-
tely encouraged, tolerated 
and harassed, spending 
time in detention and 
being barred for years 
from leaving the country.

Since his passport was 
reinstated in 2015, Ai and 
his team have traveled to 
23 countries and territo-
ries and more than 40 re-
fugee camps while making 

a documentary, “Human 
Flow.”

The New York exhibition 
will include three large- 
scale works and ancillary 
works throughout the 
city. Ai expressed a special 
affinity for Manhattan’s 
Lower East Side, his for-
mer home.

Art will be incorporated 
onto flagpoles, bus shel-
ters, lampposts, newss-
tands and rooftops. Ban-
ners will bear portraits of 
immigrants from different 
periods, including historic 
pictures from Ellis Island. 
There also will be images 
from Ai’s “Human Flow” 
projects.

At Central Park’s Doris C. 
Freedman Plaza, viewers 
will be able to walk in and 
around a work titled “Gil-

ded Cage.”
The 24-foot-tall sym-

bol of division stands in 
powerful contrast to one 
of the most visited urban 
public parks in the U.S., 
the Public Art Fund says. 
“Designed as a democratic 
oasis and vision of utopia, 
Central Park has vast open 
areas, lush forests, and 
monuments of heroes and 
explorers,” it says.

Another cage-like struc-
ture, about 40 feet tall, 
is in Greenwich Village’s 
Washington Square Arch, 
built in 1892.

“When I lived in New 
York in the ‘80s, I spent 
much of my time in 
Washington Square 
Park,” an area that was “a 
home to immigrants of all 
backgrounds,” Ai said in a 

statement.
“The triumphal arch has 

been a symbol of victory 
after war since antiquity,” 
he said. “The basic form 
of a fence or cage suggests 
that it might inhibit mo-
vement through the arch, 
but instead a passageway 
cuts through this bar-
rier — a door obstructed, 
through which another 
door opens.”

The third large-scale 
work will be displayed at 
Flushing Meadows Coro-
na Park in Queens, sur-
rounded by some of the 
city’s most diverse nei-
ghborhoods. “Circle Fen-
ce” features a low, mesh 
netting around the Unis-
phere, a 120-foot-diame-
ter globe commissioned 
for the 1964-65 World’s 
Fair. AP

Report: China catching up 
to US in foreign aid flow

ArT

NYC to get huge immigration-
themed exhibit by Ai Weiwei

 China’s 
secretiveness 
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Chief Executive Carrie Lam

Protesters holds placards with picture of Carrie Lam at the Legislative Council. The 
Chinese words on placard and banner read “Implement universal pension scheme, 
Tax reform”

Hong Kong | PoliCy AddreSS 

Lam says residents must reject 
threats to China’s sovereignty
Kelvin Chan & Yi-Ling Liu,
Hong Kong 

Hong Kong’s lea-
der said yesterday 
that residents are 
obliged to reject 

threats to China’s sovereign-
ty, in what appeared to be a 
veiled warning aimed at ri-
sing separatist sentiment.

Chief Executive Carrie Lam’s 
made the remarks in a policy 
speech carefully calibrated to 
avoid touching on politically 
controversial topics.

She didn’t specifically men-
tion simmering tensions over 
the Chinese-controlled ci-
ty’s burgeoning independen-
ce movement or soccer fans 
booing the national anthem. 
Those issues are part of re-
sidents’ broader fears about 
Beijing’s tightening grip on 

the semiautonomous city and 
erosion of its distinctive Can-
tonese identity.

As she spoke, a British ri-
ghts activist was reportedly 
denied entry to Hong Kong, 
further underscoring those 
concerns.

Lam, elected by a committee 
of mostly pro-Beijing Hong 
Kong elites earlier this year, 
told lawmakers that residen-
ts have “the obligation to say 

‘no’ to any attempt to threa-
ten our country’s sovereign-
ty, security and development 
interests, as well as the duty 
to nurture our next genera-
tion into citizens with a sense 
of national identity.”

The Chinese central gover-
nment’s recent passage of a 
law making it illegal to im-
properly use China’s national 
anthem, punishable by up to 
15 days in prison, raised fears 
among pro-democracy acti-
vists and lawmakers that it 
could be used to undermine 
freedom of speech in Hong 
Kong.

It’s become common at soc-
cer games for some fans to 
jeer the Chinese national an-
them as a way to express their 
unhappiness with Beijing.

At an Asian Cup qualifying 
match between Hong Kong 

and Malaysia on Tuesday ni-
ght, fans raucously expres-
sed their opposition to the 

anthem, with many turning 
their backs when “March of 
the Volunteers” was played 
before the game. Some held 
up a banner calling for Hong 
Kong independence in bold 
white lettering.

Such heckling was “reasona-
ble because Hong Kong peo-
ple should be able to express 
their bad feeling or hate of 
China,” said Calvin Lau, a fan 
attending the game. “They do 
not have enough space or a 
suitable channel to express 
[their feelings] in their daily 
life.”

The new law still needs to be 
adopted in Hong Kong, and 
it’s unclear how it will be im-
plemented in the city, which 
has a separate legal system 
from the mainland.

During a visit to Hong Kong 
earlier this year to oversee 
Lam’s inauguration, Chinese 
President Xi Jinping warned 
against separatist sentiment, 
saying it’s a “red line” that 
shouldn’t be crossed.

Lam spent the rest of her 
speech laying out plans to ta-
ckle the “increasingly grave 
challenges” Hong Kong faces, 
citing growing competition 
from other economies and 
protectionism. She said she 
wanted to boost growth by 
diversifying the Asian finan-
ce hub’s economy into high-
tech and creative industries 
and detailed a blueprint for 
tackling housing and land su-
pply shortages that have con-
tributed to some of the wor-
ld’s highest property costs.

 As she spoke, 
a british rights 
activist was 
reportedly 
denied entry to 
Hong Kong 

SoUTH CHinA SeA 

Beijing protests US Navy sailing near disputed islands
China yesterday pro-

tested the sailing of a 
U.S. Navy ship near its ter-
ritorial claims in the South 
China Sea, saying it would 
continue to take measures 
to protect Beijing’s inte-
rests in the vital waterway 
claimed by several nations.

A U.S. official said the 
destroyer USS Chafee sai-

led near the Paracel Islands 
on Tuesday, coming within 
16 nautical miles (30 kilo-
meters) of land. The Navy 
does not announce such 
missions in advance and 
the official spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Chinese foreign minis-
try spokeswoman Hua 
Chunying denounced the 

mission as dangerous and 
a violation of China’s sove-
reignty. She said the mili-
tary verified the presence 
of the U.S. ship by sea and 
air and warned it off.

“The Chinese govern-
ment will continue to take 
firm measures to safe-
guard national territory, 
sovereignty and maritime 

interests,” Hua told repor-
ters at a daily briefing.

China claims the South 
China Sea and its islands 
virtually in their entirety, 
and its military expelled 
Vietnamese forces from 
the Paracels in 1974. The 
U.S. does not take an offi-
cial position on sovereign-
ty claims, but the Navy 

regularly sails through the 
area to assert freedom of 
navigation.

China usually claims to 
have “expelled” Navy ships 
on such missions and its 
relatively mild response 
this time suggested the 
Chafee had not entered 
what it claims are its terri-
torial waters.

The South China Sea has 
crucial shipping lanes, rich 
fishing grounds and poten-
tial oil, gas and other mi-
neral deposits. China has 
carried out extensive land 
reclamation work on many 
of the islands and reefs it 
claims, equipping some 
with air strips and military 
installations. AP
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A U.S. Air Force B-1B bomber drops a bomb as it flies over the Korean Peninsula during a joint drill with Seoul in September

South Korean lawmaker says 
North Korea hacked war plans
Foster Klug, Seoul

A South Korean lawmaker 
says North Korean hackers 

stole highly classified military 
documents that include U.S.-
South Korean wartime “decapi-
tation strike” plans against the 
North Korean leadership.

The United States, meanwhi-
le, staged another show of force 
meant to deter any North Korean 
aggression by flying two B-1B su-
personic bombers Tuesday night 
from an air base in the U.S. ter-
ritory of Guam to the South for 
drills with South Korean fighter 
jets. Such flights by the powerful 
aircraft based in Guam incense 
the North, which claims they are 
preparation for war; Pyongyang 
has threatened to send missiles 
into the waters around Guam.

If confirmed, the reported ha-
cking attack by the North would 
be a major blow for South Korea 
at a time when its relations with 
rival North Korea are at a low 
point. The South has taken an 
increasingly aggressive stance 
toward the North’s belligerence 
amid back-and-forth threats of 
war between North Korea and 
U.S. President Donald Trump. 
North Korea’s possession of se-
cret war plans would require a 
major overhaul of how South 
Korea and its ally Washington 
would respond if there’s another 
war on the Korean Peninsula.

An unusually aggressive 
approach to the North by Trump, 
which has included rhetoric hin-
ting at U.S. strikes and threate-
ning the destruction of North 
Korea’s leadership, has some 
South Koreans fearful that war is 
closer than at any time since the 
Korean War ended in 1953 in a 
shaky cease-fire, leaving the Ko-

rean Peninsula still technically 
in a state of war.

Rep. Lee Cheol-hee, a lawmaker 
for the ruling Democratic Party 
who sits on the National Defense 
Committee, said defense sources 
told him that North Korean ha-
ckers last year stole the classified 
U.S.-South Korean war plans, 
including parts of Operational 
Plan 5015, which includes proce-
dures for a decapitation strike on 
the North’s leadership if a crisis 
breaks out or appears imminent.

The Defense Ministry after an 
investigation said in May that 
North Korea was likely behind 
the hacking of the Defense Inte-
grated Data Center in Septem-
ber last year, but had refused to 
confirm media speculation that 
the decapitation strike plan was 
compromised. Defense officials 
refused to comment yesterday.

The bilateral training mission 

between the U.S. B-1B bombers 
and South Korean F-15K fighter 
jets on Tuesday night followed 
a Sept. 23 mission in which U.S. 
bombers and fighter escorts 
used pre-dawn hours to fly to 
the farthest point of the border 
between North and South Korea 
by any U.S. aircraft this century.

South Korean analysts say the 
nighttime flights, and also the 
decisions by Washington and 
Seoul to release the itinerary of 
the warplanes, are aimed at sen-
ding a clear warning to North 
Korea and demonstrating capa-
bility for surprise attacks.

South Korea’s spy agency told 
lawmakers after the Sept. 23 
mission that North Korea failed 
to detect the B-1B bombers as 
they flew in international airs-
pace east of the country. Pyon-
gyang belatedly responded by 
relocating some of its military 

aircraft to its east coast, the Na-
tional Intelligence Service then 
said. Some military experts 
believe that power supply pro-
blems make it difficult for North 
Korea to turn on its air defense 
radars for 24 hours a day and 
also that the systems might stru-
ggle to effectively track advanced 
warplanes such as B-1Bs, which 
have low radar-cross sections.

During Tuesday’s drills, the 
U.S. bombers, which flew from 
the Andersen Air Force Base in 
Guam, staged simulated air-to-
ground missile striking drills off 
the peninsula’s east coast before 
flying across the country accom-
panied by the two South Korean 
fighters. The aircraft then con-
ducted similar simulated air to 
ground striking drills off the pe-
ninsula’s west coast, according 
to South Korea’s Defense Minis-
try.

The drills were conducted not 
long after Lee broke the news 
about the alleged cyberattacks to 
reporters. Lee, who didn’t spe-
cify his sources, said the plans 
allegedly stolen by the North in-
clude operations for tracking the 
movement of the North’s leader-
ship, isolating their hideouts, 
executing air assaults and follow- 
up actions for securing and eli-
minating targets, which would 
obviously include North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un.

“There is an urgent need for the 
military to change and update 
parts that were stolen by North 
Korea,” Lee said.

A pre-emptive strike against 
Pyongyang’s leadership would 
be difficult to undertake, but it’s 
widely seen as the most realistic 
of the limited military options 
Seoul has to deny a nuclear atta-
ck from its rival.

Outside governments and in-
ternational human rights or-
ganizations say Kim rules as a 
tyrant over a largely malnou-
rished and abused population 
while enjoying a luxurious li-
festyle backed up by a wea-
pons program nearly advanced 
enough to viably target the U.S. 
mainland with nuclear-tipped 
missiles. But Kim, the third ge-
neration of his family to rule, is 
officially revered in the North, 
and any suggestion of removing 
him from power is taken extre-
mely seriously in Pyongyang.

Lee said that 235 gigabytes of 
military documents were taken, 
but the military has yet to iden-
tify 80 percent of the documents 
that were compromised. Other 
stolen data included contin-
gency plans for South Korean 
special forces and information 
on military facilities and power 
plants, he said.

Seoul says North Korea has re-
peatedly staged cyberattacks on 
South Korean business and go-
vernment websites. North Korea 
routinely denies responsibility.

North Korea has yet to com-
ment on either the bombing 
drills or the hacking claims. AP

UniTed nATionS

Myanmar attacks a deliberate strategy to expel Rohingya
A report by the U.N. hu-

man rights office says 
attacks against Rohingya 
Muslims in Myanmar 
point to a strategy to ins-
till “widespread fear and 
trauma” and prevent 
them from ever returning 
to their homes.

The report released 
yesterday is based on 65 
interviews conducted 
in mid-September with 
Rohingya, individually 
and in groups, as more 
the half a million people 
from the ethnic group fled 
into Bangladesh during 
a violent crackdown in 
Myanmar.

The attacks against 

Rohingya in Myanmar’s 
northern Rakhine state 
by security forces and Bu-
ddhist mobs were “coor-
dinated and systematic,” 
with the intent of not only 
driving the population out 
of Myanmar but preven-
ting them from returning, 
the report said.

Some of those inter-
viewed said that before 
and during attacks, mega-
phones were used to an-
nounce: “You do not be-
long here — go to Bangla-
desh. If you do not leave, 
we will torch your houses 
and kill you.”

According to the U.N. 
researchers, measu-

res against the minori-
ty group began almost a 
month before the Aug. 25 
attacks on police posts by 
Muslim militants that ser-
ved as a pretext for what 
Myanmar’s military called 
“clearance operations” in 
Rakhine.

“Information we have 
received indicates that 
days and up to a month 
before the 25th of August, 
that the Myanmar securi-
ty forces imposed further 
restrictions on access to 
markets, medical clini-
cs, schools and religious 
sites,” Karin Friedrich, 
who was part of the U.N. 
mission to Bangladesh, 

said at a news conference. 
“Rohingya men aged 15 to 
40 were reportedly arres-
ted by the Myanmar poli-
ce” and detained without 
any charges, she said.

U.N. human rights chief 
Zeid Ra’ad al-Hussein 
said the Myanmar gover-
nment’s denial of rights, 
including citizenship, to 
the Rohingya appeared 
to be part of “a cynical 
ploy to forcibly transfer 
large numbers of people 
without possibility of re-
turn.” He has also descri-
bed the systematic attacks 
and widespread burning 
of villages as “textbook 
ethnic cleansing.”

The report said efforts 
were made to “effectively 
erase signs of memorable 
landmarks” in Rohingya 
areas to make the lands-
cape unrecognizable.

Myanmar’s Buddhist 
majority denies that 
Rohingya Muslims are a 
separate ethnic group and 
regards them as illegal 
immigrants. AP
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Eileen Ng, Shah Alam

A security camera video 
showing the estranged 
half brother of North 
Korea’s leader being at-

tacked at a Malaysian airport and 
the two suspects hurrying away 
afterward was presented at their 
murder trial yesterday.

The video shows Kim Jong 
Nam arriving at the departure 
hall at the Kuala Lumpur inter-
national airport on Feb. 13 and 
moving to a check-in area. A wo-
man identified in court as Viet-
namese suspect Doan Thi Huong 
approaches Kim and clasps both 
hands on his face from behind 
before fleeing.

The second suspect, Indonesian 
Siti Aisyah, can’t be seen during 
the alleged attack but police offi-
cer Wan Azirul Nizam Che Wan 
Aziz testified that he identified 
her as a person seen running 
away in a different direction.

Wan Azirul told the court that 
Huong’s manner was “aggressi-
ve” and she didn’t apologize to 
Kim, like she did to another per-
son she approached at the airport 
two days earlier. A video of that 
encounter, which was described 
as a practice session for smearing 
Kim’s face with VX nerve agent, 
was also shown to the court.

The women are seen in other 
videos hurrying to separate res-
trooms, holding their hands 
away from their bodies as if to 
avoid contact. Wan Azirul testi-

fied that their hands were in nor-
mal positions after they left the 
restrooms. He said there were 
restrooms on the floor where the 
attack took place, but the wo-
men went to restrooms one floor 
down.

Prosecutors contend the wo-
men knew they were handling 
poison, and a chemical weapons 
expert who testified earlier said 
VX could be removed safely by 
careful hand-washing within 15 
minutes of exposure. The expert, 
a government chemist, detected 
traces of VX on Huong’s finger-
nail clippings and on both wo-
men’s clothing, and testified that 
the amount of VX detected on 
Kim’s face exceeded a fatal dose.

“She seemed to be anxious,” 
Wan Azirul told the court. “From 
my observation, Doan has been 
informed and knew what needed 
to be done. Even though she see-
med to be in a panic, she knew 
what to do.”

Their defense lawyers have said 
Huong and Aisyah were duped by 
suspected North Korean agents 
into believing they were playing 
a harmless prank for a TV show.

Wan Azirul testified that Kim 
was carrying USD100,000 in 
cash in his backpack.

Security videos shown later in 
the day traced Kim’s movemen-
ts after he was attacked. He ges-
tured to his eyes and face while 
meeting with police officers, and 

he appeared to stagger as he 
walked with one officer to the air-
port medical clinic. An uncons-
cious Kim was later seen being 
pushed on a gurney and pumped 
with oxygen by medical staff.

Videos of the women show they 
went to the airport taxi stand af-

ter leaving the restrooms.
Wan Azirul said Aisyah remo-

ved her scarf during the attack on 
Kim and put it back on after she 
came out of the restroom.

The judge, lawyers and the two 
suspects are expected to visit the 
crime scene next week. AP

MAlAySiA

Video of fatal attack on Kim Jong 
Nam shown at women’s trial

Indonesian Siti Aisyah (left) is escorted by police as she leaves the court at the Shah Alam court house, outside Kuala Lumpur
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Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy during a press conference at the Moncloa Palace in Madrid yesterday

Britain’s Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson

Ciaran Giles, Madrid

Spanish Prime Minis-
ter Mariano Rajoy de-
manded yesterday that 
the leader of Catalonia 

clarify whether he has decla-
red the region’s independence, 
issuing a veiled threat that the 
central government could limit 
or rescind Catalan autonomy if 
he has.

Rajoy said Catalan president 
Carles Puigdemont’s response 
would be crucial in deciding 
“events over the coming days.”

The prime minister’s remarks 
marked the first time that Ra-
joy has openly said that in-
voking a section of the Spanish 
Constitution that allows the go-
vernment to assert control over 
regions would be the next step, 
if Catalan authorities don’t ba-
cktrack.

The central government 
“wants to offer certainty to ci-
tizens” and that it is “necessary 
to return tranquility and calm,” 
he said following a special Ca-
binet meeting.

Rajoy issued the demand in 
response to Puigdemont’s an-
nouncement that he was pro-
ceeding with a declaration of 
independence, but suspending 
the move from taking effect for 
several weeks to facilitate ne-
gotiations.

Opposition Socialist leader 
Pedro Sanchez said Spain’s 
two main political parties have 
agreed to renegotiate laws go-
verning autonomy amid Cata-
lonia’s independence bid.

He said a deal was reached 
with Rajoy to open talks in 
six months on reforming the 
constitution that would allow 
changes to the current setup 
governing Spain’s 17 regions, 
including Catalonia.

Sanchez said his party wanted 

the reform to “allow for Catalo-
nia to remain a part of Spain,” 
and that the Socialists were ba-
cking Rajoy’s call for clarifica-
tion from Puigdemont.

In a highly anticipated spee-
ch Tuesday night, Puigdemont 
said the landslide victory in 
a disputed Oct. 1 referendum 
gave his government in the re-
gional capital, Barcelona, the 
grounds to implement its lon-
g-held desire to break century- 
old ties with Spain.

But he proposed that the re-
gional parliament suspend the 
effects of the declaration to 
leave room for dialogue and to 
help reduce tensions surroun-
ding Spain’s worst political cri-
sis in decades.

The central government in 
Madrid has given little indica-
tion it is willing to talk, saying 
it didn’t accept the declaration 
and didn’t consider the refe-
rendum or its results to be va-
lid.

Spanish Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Soraya Saenz de Santamaria 
said late Tuesday that the Cata-
lan leader “doesn’t know whe-
re he is, where he is going and 
with whom he wants to go.”

Puigdemont had put Catalo-
nia “in the greatest level of un-
certainty seen yet,” she said.

Article 155 of the Spanish 
Constitution allows the cen-
tral government to take some 
or total control of any of its 17 
regions if they don’t comply 

with their legal obligations. 
This would begin with a Ca-
binet meeting and a warning 
to the regional government to 
fall into line. Then, the Senate 
could be called to approve the 
measure.

About 2.3 million Catalans 
— or 43 percent of the electo-
rate in the northeastern region 
— voted in the referendum. 
Regional authorities say 90 
percent were in favor and de-
clared the results valid. Those 
who opposed the referendum 
had said they would boycott 
the vote.

Rajoy’s government had re-
peatedly refused to grant Cata-
lonia permission to hold a re-
ferendum on the grounds that 
it was unconstitutional, since 
it would only poll a portion of 
Spain’s 46 million residents.

Catalonia’s separatist camp 
has grown in recent years, 
strengthened by Spain’s re-
cent economic crisis and by 
Madrid’s rejection of attempts 
to increase self-rule in the re-
gion.

The political deadlock has 
plunged Spain into its deepest 
political crisis in more than 
four decades, since democratic 
rule was restored following the 
dictatorship of Gen. Francisco 
Franco.

On the streets of Barcelona, 
residents were following the 
developments closely yesteray.

“They both keep on repeating 
the same things,” resident Ali-
cia Gallego said, referring to 
Rajoy and Puigdemont.

“The best would be if they 
could sit down and make some 
clarity and decide something, 
maybe a bit more autonomy. I 
don’t know. I am not a politi-
cian,” she said. “But it is clear 
that this must have a more rea-
sonable solution.”

Another Barcelona resident, 
Jose Alfaro, said he does not 
expect any decisive develo-
pments to happen any time 
soon.

“There is enough time to 
reopen dialogue. Now we are 
starting a new chapter,” he said. 
“We have to wait and see. I don’t 
think that in the short term so-
mething will happen.” AP

Britain has urged 
the United States to 

extend the Iran nuclear 
deal, with Prime Minister 
Theresa May saying it is 
“vitally important for re-
gional security.”

May’s office said she and 
President Donald Trump 
spoke yesterday and both 
sides agreed their teams 
would remain in contact 
ahead of Trump’s decision 
on the pact.

Trump has threatened 
to scrap the agreement, 
calling it the “worst deal 
ever.” He must recertify 
the measure by Oct. 15 be-
cause of unilateral condi-
tions set by Congress.

In a rare case of the U.K. 
publicly pressuring the 
U.S., the British govern-
ment said yesterday that 
Foreign Secretary Boris 
Johnson had called Secre-
tary of State Rex Tillerson 

to underscore British su-
pport for the deal.

Johnson said the agree-
ment — under which Iran 
agreed to limit its nuclear 
program in exchange for 
the lifting of economic 
sanctions — “was the cul-
mination of 13 years of 
painstaking diplomacy 
and has increased securi-
ty, both in the region and 
in the UK. It is these se-
curity implications that 

we continue to encourage 
the U.S. to consider.”

The Foreign Office said 
Johnson also spoke to 
Iranian Foreign Minister 
Javad Zarif and will meet 
Ali Akhbar Salehi, Iran’s 
vice president and head of 
its nuclear agency, in Lon-
don .

China, France, Russia, 
Germany, Britain and the 
European Union ratified 
the deal.

SPAin

PM demands clarity from 
Catalonia on independence

UK

London pressures Trump for rethink on Iran deal
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TV canal macau

cinema

what’s ON ...

OktOberfest
time: 6pm – midnight (October 12-22)
           11am – 3pm (October 21)
Venue: MGM Macau
AdmissiOn: MOP170 (includes 1 standard drink, 
except Champagne)
OrgAnizer: MGM Macau
enquiries: (853) 8802 8888

expressiOnist drAwings Of mAcAu by 
gOnsAlO OOm 
gOnsAlO OOm 
time: 2pm-7pm
until: october 27, 2017
Venue: Creative Macau (G/F Macau Cultural Centre 
Building)
AdmissiOn: Free
enquiries: (853) 2875 3282

A prOmenAde in the smAll city: An 
illustrAtiOn exhibitiOn Of the mAcAu 
culturAl And creAtiVe mAp 
time: 11am-10pm 
until: December 31, 2017 
Venue: Lakeside Gallery, Anim’Arte 
AdmissiOn: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2836 6866

treAsure Of sAcred Art Of st. JOseph’s 
seminAry
time: 10am-5pm (Closed on Wednesdays, open on 
public holidays)  
Venue: St. Joseph’s Seminary and Church, Rua do 
Seminário 
AdmissiOn: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2835 7911

the recultiVAtiOn Of culture: An exhibitiOn 
Of creAtiVe script hAnd lettering
time: 9am-10pm daily
until: october 31, 2017 

this day in history

When it comes to Halloween, you’re either a hardcore fan or 
not so much. You can go ahead and count Dua Lipa in, along 
with other celebrities who shared their favorite memories of the 
dress-up holiday.

“Me and my band have actually planned to do our show 
in Stockholm in costume,” said Lipa, the English pop singer. 
“We’re all going to go as the ‘Harry Potter’ cast and I’m going 
to make a flyer and tell all the fans to come dressed up for the 
show. I think that’s gonna be lots of fun.”

And what of last year?
“Last Halloween I was dressed up as Carrie. Lots of blood. 

Kind of gross,” she laughed.
Fellow crooner Harry Connick Jr. recalled one notable night.
“I went as Barbie one year. I was extremely hot,” he joked.
His wife, Jill Goodacre, chimed in: “It was so scary.”
Hugh Jackman has enjoyed a little family fun — and an odd 

Halloween anonymity — in the past.
“I dressed up once as (his X-Men character) Logan because 

my kid, my 3-year-old, went as Wolverine and the costume de-
partment gave him the full leather suit and the claws,” he said. 
“only one out of 50 houses actually recognized me playing Lo-
gan. So I think I could roam the halls of Comic-Con and people 
are like, ‘No. Too tall.’”

Perhaps only Jennifer Lawrence could have pulled this one 
off: She went as a picnic table in middle school.

“I cut a hole in, like, a plaid picnic thing and glued a bunch of 
plates and stuff to it. It was really attractive,” she deadpanned.

Noah Schnapp of “Stranger Things” thinks he may carry the 
sci-fi ‘80s vibe of the Netflix series into his Halloween costume. 
The show’s second season premieres just a few days before 
Halloween.

“I’m thinking of dressing up as some kind of monster. Like 
a Demogorgon from the Upside Down? I’ve done enough 
running from monsters. It’s time to do some chasing,” he said 
of his character, young Will Byers.

 Offbeat
Jennifer lawrence as a picnic 
table? celebs and halloween

US President Ronald Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev have failed to reach agreement at a disarma-
ment summit in Reykjavik.

The two men came close to striking a radical arms 
reduction deal after a weekend of lengthy negotiations 
at Hofdi House in the Icelandic capital.

But the talks finally stalled over President Reagan’s 
refusal to abandon his Strategic Defence Initiative (SDI).

The White House spokesman, Larry Speake said, “We 
had high hopes and we came very close to realising 
them but in the end we are deeply disappointed at the 
outcome.”

After the summit, Mr Gorbachev said that he had told 
President Reagan, “We are missing an historic chance. 
Never had our positions been so close together.”

Before flying back to Washington, President Reagan 
said:

“We moved towards agreement on drastically reduced 
numbers of intermediate-range missiles in both Europe 
and Asia and sharply reducing our strategic arsenals 
for both.”

“We made progress in the area of nuclear testing, but 
there was remaining at the end of our talks one area of 
disagreement.”

This was the American SDI programme - also known 
as Star Wars - a series of networked satellites intended 
to protect the USA from foreign missile attacks.

The two leaders have met for 11 hours over the past 
two days including an unscheduled meeting today.

Stalemate was reached this afternoon.
President Reagan agreed to develop and test his mis-

sile defence system for a decade but wanted a definite 
plan to deploy it after then.

Mr Gorbachev insisted a decision on its implemen-
tation should be reserved until the end of the 10 year 
period.

Soviets officials questioned the need for Star Wars if 
America’s stated ambition was arms reduction.

They fear the project could potentially give the US a 
first strike capability and promote an arms race.

The US Secretary of State George Shultz defended 
SDI saying it “was the best insurance policy” against 
the USSR backing out of arms reduction.

The leaders plan to meet in Geneva next but no fixed 
date has been arranged.

courtesy BBc news

1986 reykJavik summit ends in 
          failure

in context
President Reagan’s administration invested heavily in building up 
America’s nuclear capability.
It was estimated that SDI would cost $26bn over a five-year period.
Critics dubbed the project Star Wars indicating they thought SDI 
was nothing more than a futuristic plan that would never work.
Gorbachev eventually de-linked negotiations on arms control from 
the SDI issues.
In December 1987, Gorbachev and Reagan signed the Intermedi-
ate-range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty. This was the first ever treaty 
to reverse the arms race.
The INF treaty effectively eliminated more than 2,500 long and 
short range missiles.

cineteatro
12 - 18 oct

geostorM
room 1
2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm
director: dean devlin
starring:  gerar butler, Jim sturgess, abbie Cornish,  
daniel wu     
language: english (Chinese) 
duration: 109 min

blade runner 2049
room 2
2:30, 6:15, 9:15pm
director: denis Villeneuve
starring: ryan gosling, harrison ford, Jared leto,  
dave bautista    
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 141min

what haPPened to Monday
room 3
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
director: tommy wirkola
starring: noomi rapace, glenn Close, willem dafoe     
language: Chinese 
duration: 123 min

13:00
13:30
15:00
16:20
18:25
18:50
19:15
19:50
20:30
21:00
21:35
21:40
22:10
22:40
23:00
23:30
00:25
01:05

TDM News (Repeated)  
RTPi Live 
Miscellaneous   
Zig Zag
FIFA World Cup 2018 Qualifiers - Highlights (Repeated)
Brazilian Mini Serie (Repeated)   
Non-daily Portuguese News (Repeated)
Soap opera
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Talk Show
Non-daily Portuguese News
Yes, Chef!
Brazilian Mini Serie 
Miscellaneous
TDM News    
Miscellaneous
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
RTPi Live
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aCross: 1- Flourish; 8- Follower of Christ; 15- Snake; 16- Snack bar; 
17- Loan; 18- Pigged out; 19- And not; 20- Exhausted; 22- Ridiculous; 
23- Uno + due; 24- Eternal; 26- Fallen space station; 27- Latin being; 
29- Highway; 30- Top-notch; 31- Uneasy; 34- Doomed; 36- Roll call 
response; 37- Mozart’s “___ fan tutte”; 38- Mediterranean arm; 41- 
Handrail; 45- Roseanne, formerly; 46- ___ first you don’t...; 48- Flexible 
tube; 49- Suffix with Capri; 50- Patio; 53- Mex. neighbor; 54- Climbing 
vine; 56- Early Peruvian; 57- Cath. or Prot.; 58- Ardent; 60- Compliant; 
62- Submachine gun; 63- Wild cherry; 64- Mell if luous; 65- Paper used 
to absorb ink;
 
down: 1- Computer adjunct; 2- Regret; 3- Persecute; 4- orch. section; 
5- Michelangelo masterpiece; 6- Noted spokescow; 7- Turned backward; 
8- Former French colony of North 
America; 9- Bit of butter; 10- ___ a 
million; 11- ollie’s pal; 12- Column in 
the form of a man; 13- Kingly, in the 
jungle; 14- Went in; 21- Slaughter in 
Cooperstown; 25- Annex; 28- Early 
anesthetic; 30- Mennonite sect; 32- 
open field; 33- Tennessee ___ Ford; 35- 
___ live and breathe!; 37- Underground 
cemetery; 38- Do away with; 39- 
Erode; 40- Enlarge; 41- Building for 
storing hay; 42- Traveler; 43- Spirit; 
44- Arsenic sulfide; 47- Companion; 
50- Sharp; 51- Clique; 52- Diciembre 
follower; 55- Hawaiian goose; 59- Take 
to court; 61- China’s Sun ___-sen;

THE BoRN LoSER by Chip SansomYoUR STARS
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Yesterday’s solution

CRoSSWoRDS USEFUL TELEPHoNE NUMBERS

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

Min Max Condition

China

world

5
12
13
10
16

 drizzle
 drizzle
 cloudy

 overcast/cloudy
 cloudy/moderate rain

6
0
9
1
7
8
14
13
16
14
18
12
17
25
24
27

13
10
17
13
17
20
22
17
21
16
21
14
19
30
31
32

12
17
18
17
24

 overcast/drizzle
 cloudy/clear

 cloudy
 clear

 drizzle/cloudy
 shower/cloudy

 drizzle/overcast
 drizzle

 shower
 shower
 drizzle

 moderate rain/drizzle
 drizzle
 drizzle
 cloudy
 cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
It’s time for you to face some facts, 
but it’s not just you that’s on the 
hook, fortunately. The universe 
is asking us all to sit still, quiet 
our minds, pay attention and be 
realistic, whether we like it or not.

April 20-May 20
You’re not used to hearing that 
word from them because, as hard as 
you work, the meager requests you 
make just aren’t seen as drawing on 
too many resources. Think it over 
before you decide to skip getting.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You’ve been much more heavily 
focused on business than on play 
lately, which isn’t like you at all. 
Your friends may be a bit taken 
aback - and you really can’t blame 
them.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You’re not in the mood for public 
displays - of affection, or much of 
anything else. When you’re approached 
by someone who’s more than willing 
to let the world in on private matters, 
you’re less than receptive.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
An elder you’ve long admired 
seems to have a bit of a problem 
with you today, and you can’t quite 
figure out what’s going on. You 
need to talk to them about it, but 
you’re worried.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
It takes quite a bit of teasing or 
meanness to get you really riled up - 
but right around now, you’re plenty 
mad. It’s most likely the person 
you care most about, and they’re 
probably feeling just as frustrated.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You’re definitely in the mood to 
get some work done, and that’s 
that. Keep your eyes open, though, 
because you’re definitely not in the 
mood for being taken advantage of, 
especially when it comes to money.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You’re not exactly happy with the way 
recent events have turned out, and 
you’re not in the mood to pretend 
that you are. Fortunately, you 
won’t have to for very long. Almost 
everyone can see you’re aggravated.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Someone is trying to make you feel 
guilty and, believe it or not, that’s 
pretty easy to do right now. Rather 
than giving in and letting it happen, 
do what you did yesterday and make 
sure all your bases are covered.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
The universe is in a freaky mood 
- and so are you, mostly because 
energies you can’t quite understand 
just now are driving your life. If you 
say ‘no,’ but those around you can’t 
understand that simple answer.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You’ve got all day to listen, and 
that’s good enough. Once the talk is 
all finished, though, you absolutely 
must let go of it and remember 
that your own needs have to take 
priority, just this once.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Things have changed in a big way 
- so much so that they might be 
unrecognizable after yesterday. This 
doesn’t mean you’re confused or 
unhappy with the choices that you 
made.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Cristiano Ronaldo is 
headed to the World Cup 

with Portugal, and some of his 
teammates are already expec-
ting another title.

Ronaldo, as usual, was the 
country’s key player as it won 
nine straight qualifiers to reach 
the tournament in Russia. And 
that came after the Real Madrid 
forward led the way to winning 
last year’s European Cham-
pionship, Portugal’s first major 
trophy.

“Portugal always plays to win, 
and just like we did at Euro 
2016, we are going to try to win 
the World Cup as well,” Portu-
gal midfielder Bernardo Silva 
said after the 2-0 win over Swit-
zerland at the Stadium of Light.

Here’s a look at some of the 
reasons why Portugal will be 
among the favorites at next 
year’s World Cup:

Portugal again relied on the 
talent of Ronaldo, who thrived 

from the start of qualifying and 
finished with 15 goals in nine 
matches.

He was one goal short of the 
qualifying record set by Poland 
striker Robert Lewandowski 
this year.

Ronaldo scored in every qua-
lifier he played but two — the 
win over the Swiss on Tuesday 
and the 1-0 win at Hungary in 
September, when he earned an 
assist with a perfect cross for 
Andre Silva’s winning header.

He didn’t start in the 2-0 win 
at Andorra last week because 
he wasn’t fully fit, but he came 
off the bench in the second half 
and scored the team’s first goal 
and set up Andre Silva’s second.

Ronaldo didn’t play in the 
team’s opening loss at Switzer-
land because he was still reco-
vering from a knee injury sus-
tained in the Euro 2016 final.

Portugal cruised after the ope-
ning setback at Switzerland, 
outscoring opponents 32-4 and 
finishing with the fourth-best 

qualifying campaign among all 
teams, behind Germany, Bel-
gium and Spain.

Only those three teams scored 
more goals than Portugal, and 
Spain and England were the 

only two nations which conce-
ded fewer, three each.

“Portugal showed that it has a 
quality squad that can face any 
team out there,” Portugal coach 
Fernando Santos said.

Among the team’s victories 
were consecutive 6-0 routs of 
Andorra and the Faeroe Is-
lands. It also defeated thir-
d-place Hungary 3-0 at home 
and 1-0 in Budapest.

“Even after the loss to Swit-
zerland, we never doubted that 
we were going to finish first in 
the group,” Portugal midfielder 
Joao Mario said. “We just had 
to do our job.”

Santos said he feels he has a 
unique group of players in his 
hands.

“I have a special relationship 
with the players,” he said. “I 
have a lot of faith in my players 
and they know that. It’s not 
easy to have 25 players with 
this mentality, generating such 
a fantastic atmosphere.”

Bernardo Silva said they feed 
off the coach’s confidence, and 
Mario said that all the players 
are behind him no matter 
what.

Portugal is expected to begin 
its World Cup preparations 
with a friendly at neighboring 
Spain in November. The match 
is expected to be officially con-
firmed in the coming days.

“We are looking forward to 
having a good run in the Wor-
ld Cup,” Portugal midfielder 
William Carvalho said. “But ri-
ght now it’s time to enjoy what 
we just did.” AP

FooTbAll | RuSSIA 2018

Ronaldo and Portugal head to 
World Cup looking for more
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When it really 
mattered and 
when the pres-
sure was most 

intense, Lionel Messi delive-
red for Argentina.

On the brink of being elimi-
nated from World Cup qua-
lifying for the first time in 
almost five decades, Messi 
scored all three goals in Ar-
gentina’s comeback 3-1 vic-
tory yesterday [Macau time] 
at Ecuador — overcoming the 
thin air in the Andes.

“It would’ve been crazy if 
Argentina didn’t play the 
World Cup,” Messi said. “This 
is what we came for. And on 
top of that we started behind. 
Luckily, we could react qui-
ckly and take the lead.”

Messi said the Argentina 
squad “will change, will grow 
a lot, will be stronger after 
this.”

But there’s still work to do 
for Argentina, the two-time 
champions who lost the final 
three years ago to Germany 
1-0.

Messi has yet to hoist a ma-
jor trophy for his country of 
birth, a contrast to the laurels 
he’s brought Barcelona.

He’ll turn 31 during the 
World Cup in Russia, so this 
may be his last chance.

“Messi does not owe Argen-
tina a World Cup, but rather 
football owes him a World 
Cup,” Argentine coach Jorge 
Sampaoli said.

The top four teams in South 
America get automatic spots 
at next year’s tournament in 
Russia. Brazil has 41 points 
and clinched months ago. The 
other three advancing Tues-
day went in this order: Uru-
guay (31), Argentina (28) and 
Colombia (27).

Uruguay beat Bolivia 4-2, 
Argentina won 3-1, Colombia 
drew 1-1 with Peru and last- 
place Venezuela beat Para-
guay 1-0.

Peru (26) placed fifth and 
will keep alive its bid for a 
first World Cup appearance 
since 1982 after edging Chi-
le for the South American 
spot in the inter-continental 
playoff next month against 
Oceania representative New 
Zealand.

On a dramatic last day of 
continental qualifying tour-
naments, six South American 
teams — separated by only 
four points over 17 matches 
— had shots at the World Cup 
entering play.

Chile, after a 3-0 loss to Bra-
zil, and Paraguay missed out. 
Venezuela, Bolivia and Ecua-
dor were already out of con-
tention.

There was a major shock 
further north in the Americas 
with the U.S. slipping from 
third spot to fifth in CONCA-
CAF qualifying for teams in 
North and Central America 
and the Caribbean with a loss 
in Trinidad and missing out 

on the World Cup. Panama 
secured the third automatic 
direct entry behind Mexico 
and Costa Rica, and Hondu-
ras finished fourth and secu-
red a spot in a playoff against 
Australia.

It looked easy for Argenti-
na. But it wasn’t, particular-
ly after Romario Ibarra gave 
Ecuador a 1-0 lead in the first 
minute at 2,850 meters in 
Ecuador’s capital.

“Even with a goal against us 
you could see the certainty of 
a team that knew how to play 
the game,” Sampaoli said.

Messi for sure, and running 
mate Angel di Maria.

Messi scored off a pass from 
Di Maria in the 12th, left-foo-
ting home from close range. 
In the 20th, Di Maria slipped 
a pass through to Messi, who 
drove the ball into the top 
corner from 15 yards.

Messi got his third in the 
62nd, weighting a perfect 18-
yard shot that went in just 
over the fingers of Ecuador 
keeper Maximo Banguera.

Argentina had scored only 
one goal in its last four quali-
fying games, and only 16 in 17 
qualifiers entering the final.

“I won’t make any promi-
ses,” said Sampaoli, the third 
coach in this qualifying cycle 
for Argentina. The Argenti-
ne was successful as Chile’s 
coach, and at Spanish club 
Sevilla.

He also knows he had a litt-
le edge — a short guy named 
Messi, or “La Pulga” in Spa-
nish — the flea.

“The nationality of the best 
player in the world is luckily 
Argentine,” he said. AP

Every time Brazil scores 
a goal at home now, the 

crowd chants “the champions 
are back.”

It’s a relatively recent pheno-
menon, only gaining momen-
tum after Adenor Leonardo 
Bacchi — universally known 
as Tite — became the Selecao 
coach in September last year.

Tite’s tenure followed a 
gloomy period, when there 
were concerns among Brazi-
lians that their revered natio-
nal team may not qualify for 
the World Cup just four years 
after hosting the sport’s mar-
quee tournament.

But with the unbeaten run 
under Tite stretching to 12 ga-
mes with a 3-0 win over Chile 
on the last day of South Ame-
rican qualifying, the five-time 
champions have re-emerged 
as contenders for the World 
Cup title.

The Brazilians had already 
qualified in March, and could 
relax as six other South Ame-
rican countries competed for 
three other direct World Cup 
berths and one spot in an in-
tercontinental playoff on the 
last day of qualifying.

“Tite is responsible for the 
change and for our great mo-
ment,” defender Dani Alves 
said after the win over Chile 
in Sao Paulo. “When it comes 
to tactics, he is well ahead of 
any other coach in Brazil these 
days. He is a great manager of 
people, too. And he will be key 
for us to keep that momentum 
until the World Cup comes.”

Tite was the people’s favorite 
to take over in June 2016 after 
a series of bad results for Bra-
zil under Dunga and an ethical 

crisis at Brazil’s football con-
federation, with its chairman 
involved in corruption scan-
dals.

At that point, Brazil had nine 
points from six games and was 
out of the World Cup qualifi-
cation positions. The perfor-
mances were below par, star 
Neymar was having difficul-
ties, creative players such as 
Philippe Coutinho were being 
overlooked, and fans were still 
traumatized from Brazil’s 7-1 
semifinal loss to Germany at 
the 2014 World Cup.

It was quite a transformation 
in 12 months. And Tite’s new 
Selecao did more than merely 
win on the field. It won back 
its demanding fans with con-
vincing victories over Argenti-
na and Uruguay.

He also gave opportunities 
to players like midfielder Pau-
linho. The box-to-box player 
scored six goals in qualifiers, 
as many as Neymar, and was 

signed by Barcelona in the 
process.

“Tite’s team made me like to 
watch Brazil again,” said Ju-
liana Moritz, a psychologist. 
“After the 2014 World Cup I 
promised to stop supporting 
Brazil, it was too much for me. 
Now it is different, we have 
the talents like Neymar and 
Gabriel Jesus and the coach is 
a nice, competent guy.”

The Brazil coach also encou-
rages dialogue with players, 
and says he exchanges many 
tactical ideas with Beijing 
Guoan midfielder Renato Au-
gusto, who has become a key 
starter under his helm.

The rebuilt Brazil squad no 
longer relies on a bulldozing 
No. 9, like Luiz Felipe Scola-
ri’s World Cup squad did in 
2014. Instead, Tite has used 
Manchester City’s Gabriel Je-
sus, who has delivered a team- 
leading seven goals in the qua-
lifying campaign. AP

Tite’s rebuilt Brazilian 
squad is winning back fans

Brazil’s coach Tite (left) shouts instructions to his players
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Messi, Messi, Messi; his 3 goals 
lift Argentina to World Cup
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sri lanKa Police arrested 
three prominent opposition 
lawmakers, including the 
son of a former president, 
for leading a protest 
against government plans 
to privatize an airport that 
is named after the ex-
strongman.

russia’s domestic 
security agency said 
yesterday it detained six 
people in Crimea accused 
of involvement in an 
extremist organization, a 
move described by one 
of the suspects’ lawyer 
as part of Moscow’s 
crackdown on the Crimean 
Tatars.

israel-lebanon israel’s 
defense minister says the 
Hezbollah militant group 
controls lebanon’s army. 
Hezbollah is a member 
of lebanon’s coalition 
government, and its armed 
wing has long been seen 
as more powerful than the 
country’s security forces. 

denMarK danish 
submarine inventor Peter 
Madsen, suspected in 
the death of a Swedish 
journalist whose torso, 
decapitated head, legs 
and clothes were found in 
the sea off Copenhagen, 
won’t talk with investigators 
anymore, police said 
yesterday.

brazil A brazilian 
lawmaker recommended 
that his colleagues vote 
against putting President 
Michel Temer on trial 
on charges of leading a 
criminal organization and 
obstructing justice. Temer’s 
brazilian democratic 
Movement Party is 
accused of receiving nearly 
uSD190 million in bribes 
in exchange for political 
favors and influence.

MexiCo At least 13 
inmates died in a prison 
riot in northern Mexico 
that authorities ended with 
lethal force, a state security 
official said. Spokesman 
Aldo Fasci said the riot 
occurred at the state prison 
in Cadereyta and the death 
toll could climb because 
eight people were in critical 
condition.
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THE IllInoIs man to be arraIgned In 

mIssIng ChInese sCholar Case
A man accused in the abduction and killing 

of a University of Illinois scholar from China is 
to be arraigned on new charges.

Federal court records show that 28-year-old 
Brendt Christensen is to appear before a ju-
dge today [Macau time]. He previously was 
charged with abducting 26-year-old Yingying 
Zhang of Nanping, China. But last week, a 
grand jury returned a superseding indictment 
charging him with kidnapping resulting in 

Zhang’s death.
The new indictment alleges Christensen in-

tentionally killed Zhang and that her death 
involved torture or serious physical abuse. If 
convicted of the charge, Christensen faces the 
death penalty or mandatory life in prison.

Zhang disappeared June 9, just weeks after 
arriving at the campus in Champaign in cen-
tral Illinois. Even though her body hasn’t been 
found, authorities believe Zhang is dead.

opinion
Made in Macao
Jenny Lao-Phillips

Henrique Almeida

As political tensions rage 
in Spain, an economic 

boom in its Iberian neighbor 
is attracting investors to Por-
tuguese equities.

Stocks in Portugal are 
glowing as ratings agencies 
take an increasingly positive 
view of the smaller nation, 
with S&P Global Ratings she-
dding its junk-bond status for 
Portugal for the first time in 
more than five years on Sept. 
15. Catalonia’s push for inde-
pendence has hit sentiment 
in Spain, paring gains on the 
benchmark IBEX 35 Index 
this year to 9.4 percent, while 
Portugal’s PSI20 Index has 
climbed 16 percent, making 
it the sixth-biggest gainer 
among developed European 
gauges tracked by Bloom-
berg.

“If you look around, Por-
tuguese stocks offer a very 
strong investment case,” says 
Invest Iberia fund manager 
Paulo Monteiro, who’s been 
cutting back on his invest-
ments in Spanish stocks and 
increasing his holdings in 
Portugal. “Many small Por-
tuguese listed companies that 
were under the radar are now 
being discovered by investors 
who see an opportunity in in-
vesting in the country,” Mon-
teiro said in an interview.

Monteiro’s 7 million-euro 
(USD8.2 million) fund has 
beaten 85 percent of peers 
this year.

Monteiro is betting Por-
tugal’s economic recovery, 
powered by exports and a sur-
ge in tourism, will continue to 
bolster shares in companies 
including casino operator Es-
toril Sol SGPS SA, which has 
risen four-fold since the start 
of the year. Other stock bets 
include paper producer The 
Navigator Company, up 36 
percent, and lender Banco 
Comercial Portugues SA, whi-
ch has climbed 34 percent.

SDC Investimentos SGPS 
SA, a holding company invol-
ved in real estate and cons-
truction projects, is the stan-
dout performer on Lisbon’s 
PSI All-Share Index, compri-
sing all the stocks listed on the 
main market. The stock has 
more than tripled since late 
September, a rally that drew 
the attention of the Portugue-
se securities regulator. The 
company said Oct. 3 that it 
had “no relevant information” 
that could affect the shares.

Soccer club Sport Lisboa e 
Benfica, with a market capi-
talization of just 37 million 
euros, has gained 63 percent 
this year.

The Bank of Portugal fore-
casts that economic growth 
will accelerate to 2.5 percent 
in 2017, the fastest rate in a 
decade and faster than esti-
mates for the wider euro area. 
While the country’s debt is still 
rated below investment grade 
by Fitch Ratings and Moody’s 
Investors Service, both ratin-
gs agencies have a positive 
outlook on the nation.

“Portugal’s credit rating 
upgrade and a stronger eco-
nomy has been boosting 
shares in a range of sectors 
in the country,” said Banco 
BPI SA trader Marta Brito e 
Cunha. “The stock market in 
Portugal may also be bene-
fiting from a stable political 
environment at a time when 
political tensions are rising in 
Spain.” Bloomberg

Spain too risky? Buy 
Portuguese stocks, 
Invest Iberia says

Siblings in high places. An elderly Nepalese man whispers into the ear of his sister while selling flowers 
on a street in Bhaktapur, Nepal.
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Chopping down the forever 
regenerating tree

Following the Mid-Autumn Festival last 
week, a few friends and acquaintances have 
asked me about the story of the man on the 
moon. While the more popular legend of the 
Mid-Autumn Festival is about the lady on the 
moon, the moon goddess Chang-o, the legend 
of Wu-Kong was once quite well known among 
children. However, we seemed to have forgo-
tten about the guy who is forever chopping 
down the laurel tree. 

The story of Wu-Kong is not unlike many 
Greek mythologies of eternal damnation, such 
as that of Prometheus whose liver is being ea-
ten by an eagle over and over, or the Titan 
Atlas who has to carry the world on his shou-
lders eternally. For the man on the moon in 
Chinese mythology, he has to cut down a giant 
laurel tree so big that we can see it from earth. 
And worse, the tree has super regenerative 
powers, and so it heals as soon as Wu-Kong 
stops chopping for a second. But how did he 
end up on the moon with the tree-chopping 
task?

Long, long ago, there was a man named 
Wu-Kong who had super human strength, but 
was very impatient and lazy. He tried many di-
fferent occupations but always got bored in a 
short time and went on to do something else. 
Finally, he decided he wanted to be an immor-
tal, so he went to an immortal and asked to 
be an apprentice. While Wu-Kong imagined 
that being an immortal would be fun as he 
could fly around and do nothing, his master 
explained that an immortal’s job was to find 
herbs and create medicines to cure sickness, 
and to help people using their powers. Only 
focusing on the flying around freely element 
to such a gift, Wu-Kong insisted, and so his 
training began. 

The training of an immortal wasn’t as fun as 
Wu-Kong initially thought it would be. It invol-
ved only reading and meditating. He became 
bored and kept urging his master to fly him 
to the moon to play. The master continuously 
explained that he needed to accumulate the 
wisdom of the world to be an immortal, but 
Wu-Kong didn’t understand and continued to 
nag his master about flying. Finally, the master 
complied, but after getting to the moon, Wu- 
Kong noticed that there was nothing there but 
a giant laurel tree. Very soon, he was bored 
and wanted to go back. However, the master 
said he had to fly back himself. He explained 
that if Wu-Kong could chop down the laurel 
tree, then he would acquire the power of fli-
ght. At first, Wu-Kong thought it would be an 
easy task given his superhuman strength. He 
swung his axe into the tree three times and 
stopped, but as soon as he stopped, the tree 
healed and he had to start over again.

The immortal master explained that it takes 
a man of great patience and diligence to be 
able to cut down the tree because one needs 
to keep cutting until the tree drops, but once 
the chopping stops the tree grows back. No 
one knows if Wu-Kong successfully chopped 
down the tree and flew back to earth, but sin-
ce we still see the shadow of a laurel tree on 
the moon, we can assume that he is still there 
trying to cut it down.

One thing different in this Chinese mythology 
from the western myths of eternal damnation 
is that Wu-Kong was not condemned to cut 
down the tree eternally. He could, maybe one 
day, with great patience and diligence, com-
plete his trial and become an immortal who 
can fly among the stars.
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