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to strengthen protection of workers 
has also weakened migrants’ bar-
gaining power, according to Jen-
ny Chan, a labour expert at Hong 
Kong Polytechnic University. Ris-
ing use of low-paid student interns 
have put pressure on wages, while 
a crackdown on workers’ activ-
ism has created a “political atmo-
sphere” deterring strikes, she said.

At recruitment offices in Kun-
shan, a stream of job seekers were 
offered “temporary work” - mean-
ing uncontracted labour. Nearly 
two-thirds of migrant workers in 
China have not signed employ-
ment contracts entitling them to 

extra benefits, “a figure that ap-
pears to be creeping upwards,” 
according to ILO’s Mr De Meyer. 

Li Hong, a young migrant from 
Gansu who said he earns about 
RMB3,000 a month working nine-
hour day shifts at a food factory, 
rolled up to the employment office 
on a bicycle in search of higher 
wages. But after making brief in-
quiries he left disappointed. “Its 
easy to find a job, but hard to find a 
good job,” he said.

month since 2012. 
“Businesses here aren’t re-

ally expanding employment,” 
said Kunshan employment agent 
Cheng Wei, who sat behind a bat-
tered desk beside posters advertis-
ing jobs for manufacturers such as 
Taiwan’s Foxconn. 

Nowadays, new jobs on offer 
tend to be in the service sector - 
nearly 47 percent of migrant work-
ers were employed in the sector 
last year, up from about 33 percent 
in 2011 - but these jobs tend to pay 
less than manufacturing.

Even so, some younger migrants 
are choosing service jobs because 
they are perceived to be less stress-
ful. “I used to get paid more in a 
factory, but the work here is light-
er,” said Liu Ning, 23, who works 
at a mobile phone shop. 

“The real issue in China’s labour 
market today is not how many jobs 
are being destroyed, but the qual-
ity of jobs being created,” Ernan 
Cui of consultancy Gavekal Drag-
onomics wrote in a recent report. 
“Most new jobs are in small busi-
nesses or self-employment, and 
therefore offer lower wages and 
less security.”

A rollback in policies designed 

the labour market and have less 
labour market leverage, their wage 
levels are more readily determined 
by the official minimum wage,” he 
said. 

Wage growth also started to slow 
when the effects of a government 
stimulus programme, which had 
been funnelled into real estate and 
infrastructure, began to recede. 
Manufacturing failed to pick up 
the employment slack, with the 
official PMI showing employment 
demand shrinking almost every 

By Tom Hancock, Kunshan

Chinese glass factory employee 
Wang Wei’s income nearly tripled 
in the past decade, as double-dig-
it annual wage rises pushed aver-
age salaries beyond those of Latin 
America.

But Mr Wang, part of the coun-
try’s 280-million-strong itiner-
ant rural workforce, has seen that 
growth slow.

“My monthly income is more or 
less the same as last year, about 
RMB5,000 (USD760),” said Mr 
Wang, 33, eating beef noodles at 
a restaurant in the eastern Chinese 
city of Kunshan, an industrial hub.

Official statistics suggest that Mr 
Wang’s experience is becoming 
more common. Average nominal 
wage growth for “migrant” work-
ers - whose official residence is in 
the countryside but who venture 
beyond their hometowns and vil-
lages for employment - fell below 
7 percent last year as consumer 
prices rose 2 percent. Urban work-
ers in China have also seen their 
wage packets grow more slowly 
as overall economic growth has 
declined to its slowest in 25 years.

But the declines for migrant 
workers have been more dramatic 
compared with the rises of more 
than 20 percent seen in the wake of 
the financial crisis.

Then pay was lifted by a huge 
government stimulus programme 
and an aggressive campaign to 
boost minimum wages - prompt-
ing manufacturers to consider 
relocating production to cheaper 
countries.

Falling exports in 2015 added to 
fears that China could lose its com-
petitive edge, ultimately forcing 
the authorities to reverse course.

“The government was driv-
ing the wages up,” said Gerhard 
Flatz, who manages an apparel 
factory in the southern province of 
Guangdong. “Then when exports 
slowed down, then the government 
stopped pushing with the mini-
mum wages.”

This year, just five regions in 
China had increased their mini-
mum wages as of June, against 27 
at the same point in 2015. The rate 
of salary increase fell to about 6 
percent on average last year from 
more than 20 percent in 2011.

Policy change is the most like-
ly factor behind slowing wage 
growth, agrees Tim De Meyer, the 
International Labour Organiza-
tion’s China office director.

“As migrant workers typically 
dominate the low-skilled area of 

Migrant workers feel pinch as 
Beijing pulls back on wages
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By Naomi Rovnick

There is a growing possibility 
of a second referendum on Britain 
leaving the EU as tensions grow 
within the Conservative and La-
bour parties about the likelihood 
of a beneficial Brexit deal being 
achieved, Liberal Democrat leader 
Vince Cable has said.

In a debate at the FT Weekend 
Festival held at Kenwood House 
in North London on Saturday, Mr 
Cable said: “I think there is more 
than a possibility that Brexit may 
never happen.”

He added: “The balance of prob-
ability is still that it does, but there 
is a strong possibility of it being 
stopped because tensions within 
and between major parties are so 
large, that one or other may want 
to let the public decide on the facts 
whether this is something they 
want to go ahead with.”

Mr Cable, who became leader of 
the pro-EU Lib Dems at the age of 
74, promising voters an “exit from 
Brexit,” was replying to a point 
made by pro-Brexit Conservative 
MEP Daniel Hannan who argued 
that Brexit would happen, but in a 
gradual and low-impact way.

Mr Hannan said: “The day after 
Brexit is going to look very much 
like the day before. It’s going to be 
a process. We will still have all the 
same rules and regulations we’ve 
assimilated for 44 years, but that’s 
the day the divergence can begin.”

Mr Hannan added that Britain 
would not be damaged by losing 
its access to the EU single market 
as it could have a “Swiss-style” 
deal that “keeps the essence of the 

single market,” despite not being 
a member. He also argued that 
leaving the EU would allow Brit-
ain to look towards a “more global 
future,” and strengthen trade links 
with non-EU economic powers.

Mr Cable, who has a reputation 
for being one of the most financial-
ly literate critics of British gov-
ernments since 1997, argued there 
was “a real risk of a train crash” 
because it had become apparent 
the UK government was “woefully 
unprepared” for the Brexit negoti-
ations that started with the EU in 
June.

The Lib Dem leader said that 
prime minister Theresa May was 
struggling to prove Britain could 
strike good trade deals with non-
EU economic powers.

“We’ve just seen in the last few 
weeks how absurd this is,” he said. 
“The PM has gone off to Japan to 
negotiate some special trade deal 
and they have said they would 
much rather deal with the EU.”

Mr Cable said that the govern-
ment had asked India for a special 
deal on whisky and financial ser-
vices, and that India had asked for 
more visas.

“To which [Mrs May] said, ‘sor-
ry we can’t, we are trying to keep 
people out,’ and the Indians said, 
‘get on your bike’,” Mr Cable said.

Mr Hannan countered that it was 
normal for people to feel pessimis-
tic about the future and that Britain 
had a chance of keeping the advan-
tages of staying in the EU single 
market in the way Switzerland has.

“We are a country of 65 million 
people, an existing [EU] member 
state, a G7 country. I can’t believe 

that we can’t get a similar deal,” he 
said.

In an earlier session at the festi-
val on fake news and social media, 
BuzzFeed UK editor Janine Gib-
son and Newsnight presenter Evan 
Davis discussed the polarisation of 
politics in a post-truth era with Fi-
nancial Times editor Lionel Barber.

Ms Gibson argued that Donald 
Trump’s presidential election vic-
tory was enabled by the US news 
audience having split into distinct 
information consumption spheres.

“During an election campaign 
when the New York Times pub-
lishes a piece with maybe 162 
examples of Donald Trump being 
mendacious,” she said, a large part 
of the non-NYT reading US audi-
ence would not have noticed. “So 

Breitbart News jumps up and goes 
‘Hillary Clinton! Emails!’ and that 
grabs the attention. That is polari-
sation.”

Mr Barber said that polarisation 
of information and opinion had be-
gun with the advent of Fox News 
and other cable news channels in 
the US, which “has been exacer-
bated by technology because it can 
amplify that phenomenon and it is 
incredibly good at picking out se-
lect groups.”

Mr Davis argued that the Face-
book audience often knew to be 
selective about what they believed 
on the social platform, which has 
been used by some sites to spread 
fake news.

Ms Gibson countered: “I don’t 
believe people are always genuine-
ly as sophisticated as that,” adding 
that some younger readers “do not 
know brands” enough to differen-
tiate between trusted news brands 

and newer sites that may not be 
publishing truthful reports.

An FT reader asked whether 
think tanks whose funding was not 
transparent were exacerbating the 
fake news phenomenon. Ms Gib-
son said that when she was depu-
ty editor of the Guardian, she had 
been taken in by a think-tank with 
an unknown agenda after NSA 
whistleblower Edward Snowden 
provided the Guardian with top se-
cret documents leading to revela-
tions about surveillance of internet 
and phone communications.

“On the Snowden story, one 
[think-tank] said: ‘We want to do a 
day’s debate on the issues of priva-
cy and national security.’ We took 
part and we worked with them for 
a really great seminar, and at the 
end I realised that the think-tank 
was funded entirely by [rightwing 
US billionaires] the Koch broth-
ers,” Ms Gibson said.

The Kochs “were probably the 
Guardian’s ideological worst en-
emies… We spent an entire day 
doing a think-tank with them,” she 
added.

Vince Cable raises doubts 
about Brexit ever happening

The Lib 
Dem leader 

said that 
prime minister 
Theresa May 
was struggling 
to prove Britain 
could strike 
good trade 
deals with non 
EU economic 
powers

British Prime Minister Theresa May Liberal Democrat party leader Vince Cable
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European Union chief Brexit negotiator Michel Barnier (right), and British Secretary 
of State for Exiting the European Union David Davis
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By Jerry Harmer, Johnson Lai &
Martha Mendoza

AS a hit-and-run charge 
effectively expires, the 
whereabouts of an heir 
to the Red Bull energy-

drink empire accused of killing 
a Bangkok police officer five 
years ago remain unknown. The 
fugitive, whose family is worth 
billions, has apparently found a 
way to disappear.

The Associated Press recently 
confirmed Vorayuth “Boss” Yoo-
vidhya’s last known location: 
Taiwan. Two sources with know-
ledge of the investigation said he 
flew there from Singapore, where 
he had fled shortly before he was 
supposed to make an April court 
appearance in Bangkok.

The sources, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to talk 
to reporters about the case, said 
Vorayuth stayed at the luxurious 
Mandarin Oriental in Taipei be-
fore leaving the island May 3. 
Since then, the trail has gone 
cold.

The statute of limitations on the 
hit-and-run charge Vorayuth fa-
ces expires Sunday, though it ef-
fectively ended at 5 p.m. Friday, 
said Prayuth Petchkhun, a de-
puty spokesman for the attorney 
general’s office. “After that, even 
if you found the suspect, you 
wouldn’t be able to bring him to 
the court until Monday,” he said.

The expired charge might have 
been easier to prove than what 
would be the sole remaining 

After Taiwan stop, fugitive Red 
Bull heir’s path a mystery

count against him: causing death 
by reckless driving.

For more than four years, Vo-
rayuth missed court appearan-
ces while living a high-flying 
and even public life. Relying in 
part on public social-media pos-
ts from his family and friends, 
the AP found that Vorayuth 
had gone to Formula One races, 
snowboarded in Japan and crui-
sed Venice, all while failing to 
show up for court dates.

No warrant was issued for his 
arrest until this April, after the 
AP report.

“We have informed the police 
of our decision to file charges 
against him several months ago 
and this is police’s responsibility 
to bring the suspect in,” Prayuth 
said.

In May, Thai authorities re-
voked Vorayuth’s passport and 
said it would ask Interpol to send 
an international alert. The agen-
cy’s “red notice,” however, was 
issued only this week — and it 
has yet to be posted on Interpol’s 
public website.

An Interpol spokesperson, 
who asked not to be named ac-
cording to agency policy, said it 
keeps red notices off the public 
site only if “the requesting coun-
try has asked that it not be pu-
blicized.”

Vorayuth easily could have 
another passport, and could be 
in any of many places — even his 
home city. The AP revealed this 
month that Vorayuth’s family, 
worth an estimated USD9.7 
billion, has been using offshore 

companies to cloak purchases of 
jets and luxury properties.

“In a country like Thailand, mo-
ney talks,” said Ken Gamble, of 
IFW Global, a cyber-intelligence 
firm used by governments and 
police agencies. “Fugitives can 
often outsmart the authorities 
if they know what they’re doing 
and they have contacts on the 
ground. Someone of his caliber, 
he’ll have some pretty good ad-
visers.”

Vorayuth is accused of slam-
ming his Ferrari into motor-
cycle police Sgt. Maj. Wichean 
Glanprasert in 2012, dragging 
the officer’s body down a main 
Bangkok street before racing 
home.

In hiding from the authorities, 
Vorayuth is doing more than just 
evading capture: He is laying a 
path to legal impunity through 
Thailand’s statute of limitations. 
A speeding charge expired four 
years ago.

With the hit-and-run count 
gone as well, the last charge is 
causing death by reckless dri-

ving. For that, Vorayuth has of-
fered a defense: He has consis-
tently told authorities it was the 
policeman who drove recklessly, 
not him.

“I am confident that prosecu-
tors can prosecute the suspect on 
the remaining charge, which will 
expire in 10 years’ time,” Prayuth 
said. “We still have time to prose-
cute the case.”

International attention brought 
to the case renewed cries of im-
punity and corruption in Thai-
land. Yet two days after the AP’s 
first reports in March, Vorayuth 
again failed to show up for his 
Bangkok court appointment, this 
time because, his lawyer said, he 
was on a mission in the United 
Kingdom. Indeed, a week later 
AP did meet up with Vorayuth 
outside his family’s luxury home 
in London, but he wouldn’t say 
anything.

Prosecutors again pledged to 
take action, and set yet another 
court date: April 27. Vorayuth 
left the country days before that 
appointment, this time flying 
by private jet to Singapore. He 
changed his Facebook identity 
that month from “Boss Yoovi-
dhya” to “Bee Toh.” And his fa-
mily’s flow of more than 100 so-
cial media posts that included his 
image — birthdays, family din-
ners, parties and many Red Bull 
races — abruptly stopped.

On April 28, Vorayuth flew to 
Taiwan. The Mandarin Oriental 
did not reply to several requests 
to confirm that he stayed at the 
hotel.

It’s unclear whether Thai poli-
ce knew he was in Taipei at the 
time, or, if, they did, whether 
they requested his arrest. Thai 
police spokesman Col. Krissana 
Pattanacharoen, while refusing 
to confirm Vorayuth’s stay in 
Taiwan, said that without an In-
terpol red notice, no police force 
had any authority to act against a 
foreign national on its soil.

The sources who spoke to the 
AP said that when Vorayuth left 
Taiwan, his announced destina-
tion had been Singapore again, 
but they disagree over whether 
he ended up going there.

“I think he’s being protected,” 
said Richard Dailly, of Kroll, a 
global security consultant.

A glance back at Vorayuth’s 
travel shows he traveled to at 
least nine countries since the fa-
tal crash, regularly cheering on 
Team Red Bull at Formula One 
races, and making annual trips 
to Japan and the UK. The family, 
through an offshore company, 
owns at least five properties in 
one of London’s most expensive 
areas.

It’s also possible that Vorayu-
th is back in Thailand, not only 
because of his resources but also 
because of weaknesses in Thai-
land’s immigration controls. In-
terpol maintains a database of 
more than 75 million stolen and 
lost passports, but Thailand does 
not yet use it systematically.

“Not all 58 formal checkpoints 
are linked to the online databa-
se,” Maj. Gen. Choochat Tha-
reechat, Commander of the Thai 
Immigration Bureau’s Investiga-
tion Division, confirmed to the 
AP this week. He added that im-
migration police still must inves-
tigate any travel document that 
looks suspicious.

Vorayuth also could be trave-
ling on a second passport of unk-
nown origin. Many governments 
sell citizenship as a way of raising 
revenue, and Thailand’s upper 
class has been known to buy 
them.

“For the world’s elite, they pro-
vide something that is less tangi-
ble and more desirable than any 
material object, ensuring perso-
nal mobility and security,” said 
Mara Ispas of Henley & Partners, 
a citizenship consulting firm.

Private investigators say the 
biggest threat to Vorayuth’s free-
dom may be the suspect himself.

“He probably likes to eat in nice 
places, travel to nice places. He’s 
reliant on his servants, and that 
is always a risk for rich people,” 
said Gamble, of IFW Global. 
“People always give them up. 
There will be too many people 
who know where he is and what 
he’s doing.”

While not speaking about Vo-
rayuth specifically, former San 
Jose police chief Rob Davis, now 
a law enforcement consultant, 
said that while money can help 
fugitives hide, ubiquitous social 
media — the clues which led AP 
to Vorayuth in the first place — 
makes it tougher.

“Sometimes these people can’t 
help themselves,” he said. AP

In this April 5, 2017, file photo, Vorayuth “Boss” Yoovidhya walks to get in a car as he leaves a house in London

 A glance back 
at Vorayuth’s 
travel shows 
he traveled to 
at least nine 
countries since 
the fatal crash
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After generations, salmon back in 
Lake Champlain tributaries
By Wilson Ring

FOR the first time in about 
150 years, landlocked Atlan-

tic salmon are once again swim-
ming up some Lake Champlain 
tributaries in Vermont and New 
York to spawn in gravel banks, 
biologists say.

It hasn’t come easy, and the 
process will require continued 
human intervention to make sure 
the salmon that hatch in Ver-
mont’s Winooski River or New 
York’s Boquet River can make it 
to the lake and then return when 
it’s their time to reproduce.

Biologists call it a success story 
produced by a better understan-
ding of the salmon, reduction in 
the numbers of parasitic sea lam-
prey in Lake Champlain, impro-
ved water conditions in the tri-
butaries, and help the fish got to 
navigate around dams responsi-
ble for loss of the original salmon 
in the 1800s.

“Salmon are a great indicator 
species for looking at how well 
we are doing,” said Bill Ardren, a 
senior fish biologist with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service who 
works on the Lake Champlain 
salmon restoration program.

“So when you start to see sal-
mon reproducing naturally, and 
the juveniles surviving, that is 
starting to show that we are 
making progress in restoring that 
aquatic ecosystem,” he said.

The biologists have worked with 
their counterparts in the Pacific 

Northwest to better understand 
the fish.

The salmon restoration pro-
gram for Lake Champlain began 
in the 1970s when the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service and the wil-
dlife agencies from Vermont and 
New York started stocking sal-

mon and lake trout. In the early 
years, the program was hampe-
red by the presence of invasive 
sea lamprey that populated the 
area via 19th-century canals.

A long-term sea lamprey con-
trol program began in 2002, and 
now sections of the lake are trea-

ted every fall to kill them.
“Initially we had no fish coming 

back to our rivers, but now that 
the wounding rates are lower, 
we have more fish out there sur-
viving; the numbers of salmon 
returning to our streams and ri-
vers along the lake have increa-
sed dramatically,” said Nicholas 
Staats, a federal fish biologist.

In autumn 2014, for the first 
time in about 150 years, biolo-
gists discovered salmon redds, 
areas where the fish used their 
tails to dig holes in the gravel 
where eggs were laid, in the Hun-
tington River near Richmond. In 
spring 2016, the biologists disco-
vered young salmon that came 
from eggs laid in autumn 2015.

Now broad sections of the Wi-
nooski River, just downstream 
from the Huntington, are ideal 
salmon spawning grounds. Ar-
dren, Staats and others hope 
more salmon, averaging 56 cen-
timeters long and weighing up 
to 5.9 kilograms and will return 
there at the end of October to 
continue the cycle.

To make that happen, the sta-
te and federal government have 
been working to carry returning 
salmon above three Winooski 
River dams to make it possible 
for them to reach their spawning 
grounds. Two years ago, a dam 
was removed from New York’s 
Boquet River, but biologists are 
still helping the fish upstream.

This fall’s run is expected to be-
gin later this month. AP

CAT worms are 100 percent treatable 
and, in many cases, they are 100 per-

cent preventable. Cat worms can be treated 
effectively once the type of worm has been 
identified and how severe the infection is. 
At any given time, your cat can have any 
number of worms in his system ranging 
from the two centimetre long hookworm 
to the tapeworm. The tapeworm can grow 
up to one meter long and it can have as 
many as 90 segments if left untreated. 
Other types of cat worms include: rou-
ndworm, whipworm, and heart worm. 
Hookworm, tapeworm, roundworm, 
and whipworm live in the cat’s intestines 
and heartworm lives in the cat’s heart and 
in the blood vessels that lead from the heart 
to the lungs. Symptoms of cat worms run 
the gamut from vomiting and diarrhoea to 
abdominal pain and blood in the stool.
There are many different kinds of worms 
in cats. Knowing their characteristics, how 
they affect your cat and how to prevent 
them will help you properly identify and 
treat them. Although these worms can be 
easily treated, they can also be harmful to 
people. Treatment and prevention of wor-
ms is a necessary action for the health of 
your cat. 

TAPEWORMS
Tapeworms are flat long worms that mea-
sure from 15 to 60 cm in length and attach 
themselves to your cats intestines. They 
consist of a head and many segments all 

with its own reproductive organs. Their 
appearance is similar to rice or seeds and is 
usually seen near the rear end of your cat, 
in your cats feces, or where they sleep. If 
your cats are infected with tapeworms they 
may experience vomiting and diarrhea. 
Tapeworms intermediate host is the flea 
but your cats can also get tapeworms from 
eating rodents. 

ROUNDWORMS
Roundworms are the most common worm 
that cats get. They live in the intestines of 
infected cats. Most cats will get roundwor-
ms sometime in their lives showing little 
or no symptoms. Roundworms are com-
mon in summer, fall and winter. Adult 
roundworms are light brown or white and 
are several inches long. They can be seen 
in a cat’s vomit and stool. If infected with 
roundworms, your cat may experience 
weight loss or a “pot belly” appearance. 
Cats can get roundworms if they eat worm 
eggs from the soil in the environment or 
if they eat an animal such as a rodent that 
has worms. Kittens can become infected 
through nursing, if the mother cat was in-
fected in pregnancy. 

HOOKWORMS
Hookworms are common in the summer 
months. They have a hook-like mouth that 
attaches to the walls of the small intestines 
and they feed on blood. Hookworms are 
passed through cat feces. The larvae live in 

the soil and penetrates through your cats 
skin usually through the belly or feet. They 
may also get hookworms when grooming 
themselves, if the larvae is on their body. 
Hookworms can cause diarrhea, weight 
loss, internal bleeding and possibly death 
in kittens. 

WHIPWORMS
Whipworms are rare in cats. These worms 
can be found in the large intestines and 
cecum feeding on blood. The adult worm 
is shaped like a whip with the head of the 
worm thin and the end of the worm thick. 
They are transmitted through eating food 
or drinking water that is contaminated 
with worm eggs. Once the egg is ingested 
in three months it will develop into adult 
worms. The adult worms lay eggs that are 
passed in the cats feces. Symptoms that 
your cat may be experiencing resulting 
from whipworms are dehydration, weight 
loss, anemia or bloody diarrhea. 

DEWORMING CATS
For a proper diagnosis of the type of worm 
your cat has, a stool sample should be 
taken to your veterinarian’s office. They 
will treat your cat according to what they 
find. It is recommended that kittens get 
dewormed at 2, 4, 6 and 8 weeks of age, 
then monthly until 6 months. Fecal exams 
should be done twice a year, regularly for 
outdoor cats. These are the common medi-
cines that are used for deworming in cats. 
• Revolution - treats roundworms and 

hookworms
• Drontal Plus Tablets - treats roundworms, 

hookworms, tapeworms and whipworms

Ask the Vet:
Royal Veterinary Centre
Tel: +853 28501099, +853 28523678
Emergency: +853 62662268
Email: royalveterinary@gmail.com

by Dr Ruan Du Toit Bester

A Guide to Worms in CAts

ASK THE VET

• Nemex - treats roundworms and 
hookworms 

• Droncit - treats tapeworms only
• Panacur - treats roundworms, whi-

pworms, hookworms and some types of 
tapeworms

Over the counter deworming medication 
do not completely kill off worms. If you no-
tice that your cat is suffering from worms, 
call and make a appointment with your ve-
terinarian.

Hope this info helps 
Any questions please email us at info@

rvcmacau.com
Till next week 

Dr Ruan
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A man attempts to catch landlocked Atlantic salmon in the Huntington Rive


