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est listed companies.
“If Kenny played chess, he’d be 

four moves in front of you,” says Mr 
Topping. “Most importantly, he’s not 
made a mistake yet.”

Further dealmaking is seen as 
paused until after a regulatory review 
of the gambling sector. Among the 
expected changes is a clampdown 
on fixed-odds betting terminals - in-
store machines that operate only in 
the UK that generate hundreds of mil-
lions in revenues.

But a number of transactions are 
still possible. Last November, it 
emerged that Ladbrokes Coral held 
talks with GVC over a possible tie-
up, and earlier this year, William 
Hill called off merger discussions 
with Canada’s Amaya, which runs the 
PokerStars site.

The push towards consolidation 
is also a response to the gains being 
made by online-only competitors, 
such as the privately held group 
Bet365, founded by Denise Coates in 
2000.

Bet365 says it has more than 22m 
customers, making it the world’s larg-
est online gambling company, with 
reports suggesting that three-quarters 
of its £1.5bn revenues come from in-

ternational markets.
American players could yet join the 

fray. This autumn, the US Supreme 
Court will hear a case that challeng-
es the federal ban on sports betting. A 
number of states, including Pennsyl-
vania, New York and California are 
considering proposals to legalise wa-
gers on sports matches. A next step 
could be the opening of online betting 
markets, although industry insiders 
suggest this could take years.

But groups such as Paddy Pow-
er Betfair have already been slow-
ly building up their US operations, 
ready to take advantage of enormous 
pent-up demand if gambling bans are 
lifted. The American Gaming Associ-
ation, a trade group, estimates that US 
punters place up to $150bn annually 
with illegal bookmakers with offshore 
accounts.

Mr Corcoran says: “An ever grow-
ing number of partners or possible 
American partners are finding their 
way to our door, to talk about what 
might happen next in the US. We have 
the right to be in the frame.”

be stepping down as chief executive.
The Irishman has been credited with 

foreseeing the disruption that internet 
betting would cause to over-the-count-
er bookmakers. With this insight, he 
led a £5bn merger last year between 
the two companies he had worked 
for throughout a 16-year career - Irish 
bookmaker Paddy Power and UK-
based online betting firm Betfair.

“Our strategy on that has been to 
drive down the cost of service . . . us-
ing technology to make us ever more 
efficient,” says Mr Corcoran. “The 
thesis that, as barriers for entry [for 
online gambling] go up the small guys 
will suffer, is increasingly evident.”

The merger of Paddy Power and 
Betfair formed part of a wave of con-
solidation that has rippled across the 
online gambling industry in recent 
years. In 2015, GVC, the owners 
of Sportingbet, agreed a deal to ac-
quire rivals Bwin.party in a £1.1bn 
deal, fighting off stiff competition 
from Gibraltar-based 888 Holdings.

The move was masterminded 
by Mr Alexander, the GVC chief. His 
all-in bet on Bwin.party catapulted 
his company, which previously trad-
ed on London’s Aim market, into 
the FTSE 250 group of the UK’s larg-

to customers internationally.
“If you take any online digital cat-

egory - retail, search, social networks 
- they are dominated by US compa-
nies,” says Henry Birch, chief exec-
utive of UK casino operator Rank 
Group. “But in the UK, we have the 
largest online market in the world and 
the Americans are locked out.”

But now a sector built by experi-
enced insiders is in middle of another 
shake-up. On Monday, Paddy Pow-
er Betfair, the world’s largest online 
betting firm by market capitalization, 
announced that Mr Corcoran would 

By Murad Ahmed

About two decades ago, an En-
glishwoman, Irishman and Scotsman 
walked into the betting industry. With 
a little luck, some bold bets and help 
from the puritanical US, they put Brit-
ain at the forefront of the rapid growth 
in the USD44.5bn online betting in-
dustry.

But one of those three, Ire-
land’s Breon Corcoran, who led Pad-
dy Power Betfair for 16 years, on 
Monday announced he was leaving 
the group. The two remaining, Denise 
Coates, whose betting shops in Stoke-
on-Trent became Bet365, and Kenny 
Alexander, who leads Isle of Man-
based GVC Holdings, are left facing 
a sector in tumult.

British and Irish gambling groups 
are being forced into mergers as 
they battle increasing competition 
from online upstarts. Previously be-
nign UK authorities may soon bare 
their teeth, shutting down profitable - 
if questionable - revenue sources for 
bookmakers.

Firms based in the UK have long 
benefited from not being as tightly 
regulated as elsewhere in the world. In 
some countries, such as China and In-
dia, bans on online gambling have 
pushed the practice underground, 
creating multibillion-dollar black 
markets for wagers. Other major mar-
kets, such as Germany, enforce strict 
restrictions.

Meanwhile, the US heavyweights 
of the offline gambling industry have 
remained focused on their lucrative 
real estate. Sands, MGM Resorts and 
Wynn generate tens of billions in rev-
enues from large casino operations fo-
cused on Nevada in the US and Ma-
cau in China.

US federal bans on sports and on-
line betting, instituted in the 1990s 
and 2000s, have restricted their inter-
net activities.

“Americans have a strange attitude 
towards the sin business of gambling,” 
says Ralph Topping, former chief ex-
ecutive of William Hill, the UK book-
maker which is also pushing into the 
online space.

“They made it land-based only 
and tightly controlled. If Americans 
had been allowed to do [online gam-
bling], you would be in a different 
world. People like Steve Wynn [the 
US casino and hotels magnate] with 
pocketfuls of cash would have made 
an impact. But there was that gap, and 
the UK guys were allowed to get on 
with it.”

British and Irish bookmakers used 
the proceeds of their own highly prof-
itable betting shops to build a formi-
dable online presence over the past 
two decades, extending their offerings 

How UK beat the odds to 
win at online gambling
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By Felix Njini and Samuel Gebre

Kenyan opposition leader Raila Odinga told his 
supporters not to report for work today to protest the 
East African nation’s disputed election in which Pres-
ident Uhuru Kenyatta won a second term.

Odinga, the presidential candidate for a five-party 
coalition known as the National Super Alliance, said 
he’d make an announcement on Tuesday about his 
next move.

“Tomorrow, there’s no going to work,” Odinga told 
chanting supporters Sunday in Kibera, a poor neigh-
borhood in the capital, Nairobi. James Orengo, an 
opposition senator, said at the rally that the alliance 
is considering calling for mass action, without elab-
orating.

Kenyatta was declared the winner late Friday of 
the Aug. 8 vote that the national electoral commis-
sion said was free and fair. Nasa, as the opposition 
coalition is known, said the commission’s computer 
system was hacked to rig the results and warned that 
its supporters would rise up in response.

Kenya’s police denied the opposition’s claim that 
100 people were killed in post-election violence and 
also rejected a Kenya National Commission on Hu-
man Rights’ statement saying 24 people died. The 

police said six “criminals” had been shot dead in the 
past two days, while officers are investigating two 
other killings by unknown perpetrators. The police 
are prepared to “protect lives and property from vio-
lent rioters,” it said.

Kenyan elections have routinely been marred by 
violence since the country became a multiparty de-
mocracy in 1991. 

Protracted turmoil could derail an economy that’s 
grown an average of 5.7 percent a year since Kenyat-
ta took power in 2013, and threaten its reputation as 
a top African investment and tourist destination. The 
country is the world’s largest exporter of black tea 
and a regional hub for companies including Google 
Inc. and General Electric Co.

Presidential spokesman Manoah Esipisu in a state-
ment on Sunday said Kenya’s police won’t tolerate 
breaches of the peace and it was time to “get back to 
work and move Kenya forward.”

Protesters spilled onto the streets of several of Nai-
robi’s slums, including the southwestern areas of Kib-
era and Kawangware, soon after the election outcome 
was announced, setting dwellings alight and looting 
shops, as police used teargas to disperse them. There 
were also protests in Kisumu, an opposition strong-
hold. Bloomberg

Kenyan opposition calls for strike 
over election standoff 

By David Pilling

It is 7am and Jane Atiato, aged 74, 
is standing in the middle of a muddy 
field dressed in a purple bonnet and 
what looks like her best church outfit. 
The occasion? Her sixth time to vote 
in a presidential election since Kenya 
returned to multi-party democracy in 
1992.

Whenever they are given the 
chance to participate, Kenyans in par-
ticular, and Africans in general, take 
elections in deadly earnest. Stories of 
people walking for miles to polling 
stations or standing in line for hours 
are clichés because they are true. In 
this election, Kenyans are deciding 
between two presidential candidates 
whose elite families have dominated 
post-independence politics for half a 

century - not much of a choice. Yet 
turnout could nudge 80 per cent. 
Asked if they intended to vote, Ken-
yans answered with variants on the 
following: “I must vote. It is both my 
duty and my right.”

African elections can be deeply 
moving. People treat democracy with 
a reverence that has long faded in 
the west. But there is a gap between 
people’s aspirations and the poor ex-
cuse for democracy that is too often 
dished up. People, it is said, get the 
government they deserve. In Africa, 
nothing could be further from the 
truth. Leaders, who are mostly in it 
for themselves, in no way deserve 
their electorates.

In this particular contest, in which 
perennial opposition leader Raila 
Odinga is challenging President Uhu-

ru Kenyatta, the costs of democracy 
are all too clear. Broadly, there are 
three. The first cost is just that. For 
a poor country, elections are expen-
sive. Kenya’s could end up blowing 
the best part of $1bn, not to mention 
the economic paralysis in the run-up 
to polling day.

The second cost is a corrosive loss 
of trust in the state. During elections, 
opposition supporters tend to believe 
- often with good reason - that incum-
bents have captured the democratic 
machinery. Mr Odinga took to televi-
sion in the early hours of Wednesday 
to claim exactly that. He denounced 
preliminary results as “fake” and 
“illegal”. His strongholds are awash 
with rumours of electoral manipula-
tion, hardly helped by the murder a 
week before polling day of the elec-

toral commission’s IT director.
That brings us to the third, and 

gravest, cost: blood. In 2007, Ken-
ya erupted into virtual civil war in 
which at least 1,200 people were 
butchered and 600,000 driven from 
their homes. Tales of “tribal” vio-
lence sometimes lead to the false 
conclusion that Africa is “not ready” 
for democracy. Here are a few mis-
understandings that need clearing up. 
Africa’s so-called tribes are better 
seen as mini-nations with mutually 
unintelligible languages as distinct 
as French, English and German. That 
people vote along ethnic lines is often 
entirely rational, much like people in 
the west vote according to class or 
region. Politicians all over the world 
funnel money to their constituencies. 
Africa is no different. Nor is election 
violence best interpreted as a welling 
up of inter-ethnic hatred. In Kenya, as 
elsewhere, bloodshed is often orches-
trated by a cynical elite.

Nic Cheeseman, an expert on Afri-
can democracy, says violence stems 
from the combination of “weak dem-
ocratic norms” and “intense political 
competition”. In many countries, in-
cluding heavily controlled states such 
as Zimbabwe, the opposition some-
times actually wins elections. Robert 
Mugabe’s Zanu-PF lost in 2008 to 
Morgan Tsvangirai’s Movement for 
Democratic Change, obliging it to 
share power until it could reassert a 
shaky monopoly.

There are good reasons for believ-
ing that democracy in Africa can and 
does work. The alternative is general-
ly so much worse. You have only to 
think of former Zaire’s Mobutu Sese 
Seko or the Central African Repub-
lic’s self-proclaimed Emperor Bokas-
sa to appreciate the restraining pow-
er of the ballot box. And leaders in 
contested democracies - even deeply 
flawed ones - do respond to popular 
will. Free universal primary educa-
tion across most of the continent is 
one outcome of electoral pressure.

But the most important reason 
is that all that lining up and voting 
sometimes effects real change. In 
a recent, unlikely, example, Yahya 

Jammeh, who once said he would 
rule Gambia for a billion years, was 
booted out by voters nearly a thou-
sand million years short of his target 
(he actually served 23). Ghana has 
regular changes of leadership, some-
thing increasingly common through-
out west Africa. Nigeria, the giant of 
the continent, has set its own prece-
dent for civilian transfer of power. In 
South Africa, the once seemingly un-
assailable African National Congress 
is yielding to pressure at the ballot 
box. Four of the country’s biggest 
cities, including Johannesburg and 
Pretoria, are run by the opposition. 
And, although Jacob Zuma holds on 
grimly to the presidency, the ANC is 
fully aware of many voters’ disgust.

In Kisumu, Ms Atiato waited pa-
tiently to vote. In five previous con-
tests her candidate lost. She hoped 
this time would be different, though 
preliminary results suggest more dis-
appointment. Either way, she says: 
“I’m just praying that Kenya remains 
peaceful. Because we have Kenya to-
day and tomorrow and forever.”

Africa’s leaders may not be ready 
for democracy. But its people certain-
ly are.

Lydia Gathoni Kiingati, 102, casts her vote just after dawn at a polling station in Gatundu, north of Nairobi A protester wearing a woman’s dress as a joke, on which is pinned a banner of Kenyan 
opposition candidate Raila Odinga

ANALYSIS

Africa’s voters are ready for democracy
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does work. The 
alternative is 
generally so 
much worse.

AP
 P

H
OT

O



              

mon 14.08.2017

F3

AP
 P

H
OT

O

 FEATURE特刊

Archana Chaudhary, 
Dhwani Pandya

WHEN Prime Mi-
nister Narendra 
Modi’s govern-
ment approved 

USD256 million to upgrade 
a section of a remote border 
road last month, few took no-
tice.

Yet India’s decision to revi-
ve plans for the trilateral hi-
ghway, part of an ambitious 
1,360-kilometer crossing to 
link northeastern India with 
markets in Thailand and 
beyond, marks the next phase 
in the jostle between New De-
lhi and Beijing for economic 
and strategic influence in the 
region. 

In the last two years alone, 
India has assigned more than 
$4.7 billion in contracts for 
the development of its border 
roads, according to govern-
ment figures, including the 
highway which will run from 
Moreh in Manipur through 
Tamu in Myanmar to Mae-Sot 
in Thailand.

The construction has taken on 
new urgency as China pushes 
ahead with its own vast ‘One 
Belt, One Road’ infrastructure 
initiative, expected to involve 
investments worth more than 
half a trillion dollars across 
62 nations. The intercontinen-
tal web of road, rail and tra-

China’s Silk Road lends urgency 
to India’s Asia ambitions

de links has raised concerns 
among strategic rivals India, 
Russia, the U.S. and Japan. 
Among the biggest showca-
ses of the plan - an economic 
corridor that runs through the 
Pakistan-administered part of 
disputed Kashmir, which both 
India and Pakistan claim - has 
unsettled equations in the Sou-
th Asian neighborhood, where 
border tensions often simmer.

“With China’s growing inte-
rest in the region, as its wealth 
grows, its influence is growing 
beyond its borders,’’ said K. 
Yhome, New Delhi-based se-
nior fellow at the Observer Re-
search Foundation. So while 
China is pushing for a north-
south economic corridor un-
der the ‘One Belt, One Road’ 
initiative, India is aiming to 
build links with its eastern nei-
ghbors, he said.

NEGLECTED 
INFRASTRUCTURE
Under the Modi govern-

ment’s ‘Act East’ policy, India 
is investing in road and rail 
links on its north-east borders, 
where it rubs shoulders with 
Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, 
China, and Myanmar.

But the plan for the India
-Myanmar-Thailand highway 
is not a new one. It’s been on 
the drawing board since 2001 
when it was called the India
-Myanmar Friendship Road, 

according to Vijay Chhibber, 
India’s former roads secretary.

New Delhi has now pro-
posed to further extend the 
Myanmar-Thailand link to 
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam, 
shortening travel from Mekong 
River to India using water 
transport, in its bid to bind 
it closer to the Association of 
South East Asian Nations and 
the Bay of Bengal Initiative for 
Multi-Sectoral Technical and 
Economic Cooperation, accor-
ding to Chhibber.

The road link will be funded 
by the Asian Development 
Bank under the South Asian 
Subregional Economic Coope-
ration program. Involving In-
dia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Mal-
dives, Myanmar, Nepal and Sri 
Lanka, the program doubled 
investments on infrastructure 
to $6 billion since 2011 compa-

red to $3.5 billion in previous 
decade, said Ronald Anto-
nio Q. Butiong, Manila-based 
director at ADB’s Regional 
Cooperation and Operations 
Coordination Division. The 
SASEC nations, not including 
Myanmar which joined only 
this February, plan to invest 
a further $4 billion on infras-
tructure projects over the next 
three years, Butiong said.  New 
projects include the Kaladan 
multimodal transit transport 
project connecting India’s 
Mizoram state with ports in 
Kolkata and Myanmar’s Si-
ttwe. India has financed the 
$120 million Sittwe port cons-
truction, according to SASEC.

“Regional cooperation is a 
slow process and you have to 
have a lot of patience,” said 
Butiong by phone from Mani-
la. “You couldn’t imagine this 
happening a few years ago. But 
now it looks like it’s becoming 
a reality.”

WEAK LINK
India chose not to attend 

President Xi Jinping’s two-
day One Belt One Road sum-
mit in May.  Three months 
later, the two nuclear-armed 
powers are managing a tense 
military standoff over junction 
between Bhutan, China’s Tibet 
and India’s Sikkim.

The Chinese government 
has repeatedly said its Belt 

and Road initiative aims to 
enhance regional connectivi-
ty, bringing economic benefits 
for China’s neighbors. It urged 
New Delhi to shed “misgivings 
and doubts” about the project.

Roads, bridges and railways 
have been a weak link in In-
dia’s infrastructure in the 
north eastern states. In part, 
it was left underdeveloped as 
strategy to make the region 
inaccessible to Chinese troops 
if Beijing ever tried to repeat 
the four-week 1962 border war 
and encroach into the territory 
India sees as its own.

This has also meant poor ac-
cess for Indian businesses to 
markets of south-east Asia. 
Modi fast-tracked decades-old 
infrastructure plans such as 
opening the nation’s longest 
bridge spanning 9.2 km across 
the Brahmaputra river to en-
sure the smooth movement 
of troops to the northeastern 
state of Arunachal Pradesh, 
one of India’s most remote re-
gions that is claimed in full by 
China.

“For India to improve its in-
fluence, it needs to take some 
action otherwise it will be left 
behind,” said Rajiv Biswas, 
Singapore-based chief econo-
mist at IHS Markit. “If India 
wants to be part of growth dy-
namic of Asia it needs to de-
velop infrastructure links and 
that is why this project is a 
very important first step.”

‘SOVEREIGN ASSETS’
In a brand new office in the 

heart of India’s capital New 
Delhi, Sanjay Jaju is meeting 
contractors responsible for 
building roads in the country’s 
north eastern states for the 
National Highways & Infras-
tructure Development Corp.

The three-year-old state-ow-
ned company, where Jaju is 
finance director, is an unusual 
entity in the south Asian na-
tion’s notoriously slow bureau-
cratic labyrinth. The highway 
through Myanmar and Thai-
land is among the $4.7-billion 
in contracts the company has 
assigned.

In the meantime, the cor-
poration is busy acquiring 
land for its projects. “We’re 
creating sovereign assets,” 
said Jaju. “Our internatio-
nal projects will take off this 
year.”  Bloomberg

A Border Roads Organisation (BRO) worker drives a steamroller while repairing a road surface with tarmac on a section of the Leh Manali highway in Ladakh region
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Groups propose ocean refuges 
for captive dolphins, whales
By Caleb Jones, Hawaii 

A Hawaii marine park’s pur-
chase of Kina, a 40-year-old 

false killer whale long used in 
echolocation research, has reigni-
ted a debate about captive marine 
mammals and the places that care 
for them.

Most of the world’s captive ceta-
ceans - dolphins, whales and por-
poises - are now born in marine- 
park breeding programs, though 
some are still taken from the wild. 
Since they’re so expensive to care 
for, even marine mammals used 
solely for research, like Kina, often 
end up at attractions like Oahu’s 
Sea Life Park.

Animal-rights activists are 
calling for the creation of ocean
-based refuges, where they say 
captive marine animals could re-
tire and live a life closer to nature. 
At least two groups already are 
working to create such sanctua-
ries, but experts question whether 
they can stay afloat.

A closer look at the discussion:

HOW MARINE MAMMALS 
END UP IN CAPTIVITY

In the past, many were captured 
from the wild, taken from their 
family pods and put in marine 
parks.

In Japan, fishermen would rou-
nd up scores of dolphins and wha-
les in coves, killing most but selec-

ting some for sale to parks. That 
fishery has been widely criticized, 
and most marine parks no longer 
take its animals.

Kina is believed to be the last li-
ving captive animal in the United 
States taken from a Japanese dol-
phin drive.

Today, most marine mammals 
in parks are born in captive bree-
ding programs that originated 
when wild animals were taken 
from the ocean.

Parks and aquariums have long 
moved animals among different 
facilities to ensure genetic diver-
sity but can now mail sperm from 
their animals to other parks to en-
sure a healthy population.

WHAT ABOUT RESEARCH 
LABS?

Most labs around the world that 
keep marine mammals solely for 
science have closed because of 
funding problems, said Paul Na-
chtigall, founder of the University 
of Hawaii’s Marine Mammal Re-
search Program.

His sea pens where Kina lived at 
the university were among them. 
It cost nearly $1 million a year to 
keep three animals at the lab.

Scientists agree most captive 
whales wouldn’t survive if relea-
sed into the wild.

Keiko, the orca that starred as 
Willy in the 1993 blockbuster 
“Free Willy,” is an example of the 

difficulty involved in releasing 
captive animals. In the film, a boy 
helps set the captive whale free. 
But in real life, Keiko was rescued 
after the movie because of an out-
cry over his conditions at a Mexico 
park. The whale eventually was 
released into the wild but died a 
short time later.

WHAT ARE OCEAN SANC-
TUARIES?

Animal-rights activists are pro-
posing establishing refuges for re-
tiring show animals by netting off 
large areas of coastal ocean.

The sanctuaries would be much 
larger and deeper than tanks and 
pools at family attractions, thou-
gh the animals would still require 
constant care. Advocates say the 
refuges would employ trained sta-
ff similar to those at marine parks.

ARE ANY IN THE WORKS?
Yes. A group called The Whale 

Sanctuary Project is raising money 
and hopes to open a sea sanctuary 
in the coming years.

Project organizers started with 
about 100 possible sanctuary sites 
and have narrowed that to 20 lo-
cations in British Columbia, Nova 
Scotia and Washington state. They 
will begin pursuing permits for 
two or three promising locations 
next year, President Lori Marino 
said.

The refuge will publish observa-
tional data on its whales and dol-
phins but will not allow in-depth, 
invasive research on them, Marino 
said.

Meanwhile, the National Aqua-
rium in Baltimore last year annou-
nced it will retire its dolphins into 
a “pioneering” ocean pen by 2020.

People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals welcomed the news, 
and the CEO of the Humane Socie-
ty of the United States blogged that 
the head of the aquarium “has done 
something terribly important.”

“There’s no model anywhere 
that we’re aware of for this,” aqua-
rium CEO John Racanelli told 
The Associated Press in an inter-
view ahead of the announcement. 
“We’re pioneering here, and we 
know it’s neither the easiest nor 
the cheapest option.”

WOULD THEY WORK?
Nachtigall says sanctuaries are 

a great idea, but he worries they’ll 
face the same money problems his 
research program experienced.

The animals need quality food, 
veterinary care and stimulation, 
which requires a large staff and ex-
pensive infrastructure.

“If you’re going to care for the 
animals the best way you can, you 
have to have the funding to do it,” 
he said. “The best way to bring in 
funding consistently is to have a 
paying public.”

Marino believes a shift in 
thinking — and funding — could 
be the answer. She says her pro-
ject, which was incorporated last 
year, has raised about $1 million of 
the $20 million needed to get off 
the ground. Continued funding of 
about $2 million per year would 
come from donors and public edu-
cation programs.

If marine parks collaborated 
with sanctuary creators, she says, 
more dolphins and whales could 
be swimming in the ocean. “I think 
there are people in the captivity 
community that want to see this 
happen.” AP

by Dr Ruan Du Toit Bester

Active chronic hepAtitis 
in Dogs

ACTIVE chronic hepatitis is a syn-
drome in dogs that can have several 

different causes. The active chronic he-
patitis consists of the inflammation of 
the liver tissues which in time become 
scar tissue (fibrosis), thus preventing the 
normal regeneration of the liver. There 
are some breeds of dogs which are more 
likely to develop active chronic hepatitis; 
females and middle-aged dogs are more 
at risk.

Symptoms of active chronic hepa-
titis in dogs
The parts of body affected by active chro-
nic hepatitis are not only the liver and 
the bile but, progressively, the nervous 
system, the stomach and the intestines. 
Common symptoms of active chronic 
hepatitis in dogs include:
• Lethargy
• The dog loses his appetite, loses wei-

ght
• Vomiting
• Polydipsia (excessive drinking)
• Polyuria (urinating in excess)
• Diarrhea
• The abdominal cavity becomes filled 

with fluid (ascites)
• The dog’s skin, gums and tongue get a 

yellow tinge (jaundice)
• Tendency to bleed more

Causes of active chronic hepatitis 
in dogs
The primary causes of active chronic 
hepatitis are not known. The condition 
progresses because the immune system 
starts targeting the liver cells for reasons 
that can only be guessed and may inclu-
de:
• Heredity and breed, as some dog 

breeds are more prone to developing 
it than others.

• Active chronic hepatitis is often asso-
ciated with copper accumulation in 
the liver.

• Drugs such as heartworm medication 
and anti-convulsants can also be a 
primary cause for active chronic he-
patitis.

• Less often, fungal, parasitic or bac-
terial infection are thought to be the 
triggers of this condition.

Treatment of active chronic hepa-
titis in dogs
The treatment of active chronic hepa-
titis in dogs aims to control the disease 
rather than cure it. The goals of medical 

treatment are eliminating the suspected 
causes, dealing with inflammation and 
other symptoms, and managing the pos-
sible complications (bleeding disorders, 
the accumulation of fluid in the abdo-
men, the ulcerating stomach or infec-
tions). Hospitalization will be necessary 
for more severe cases, until the patient 
is stabilized.
• Fluid and electrolyte therapy is per-

formed to fight dehydration due to 
vomiting.

• Bile flow is helped with choleretics.
• Anti-inflammatory treatment throu-

gh corticosteroids is also given.
• The water retention in the body is 

fought with diuretics.
• To prevent formation of scar tissue 

(fibrotic tissue) in the liver, the dog 
can get cholchicine, a drug often used 
to treat human gout.

• Protein and sodium restriction are 
imposed on the dog’s diet, sometimes 
K vitamin supplements are recom-
mended.

• If an infection is suspected to have tri-
ggered the syndrome, antibiotics are 
prescribed.

• Copper chelating drugs are prescri-
bed if copper intoxication is suspec-
ted to be the cause.

Prognosis for active chronic hepa-
titis in dogs
If active chronic hepatitis has been cau-
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sed by toxicity, the prognosis is fairly 
good. If the syndrome is immune-me-
diated, most dogs will have a maximum 
of 3 years left to live. Either way, the dog 
will most probably be on medication for 
the rest of his life, and you will need to 
take him for periodic examinations and 
tests.

Hope this info helps
Any questions please feel free to email 

us at info@rvcmacau.com 
Till next week

Dr Ruan
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An activist holds a sign during a protest outside Sea Life Park in Waimanalo, Hawaii


