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China The U.S. State 
Department said yesterday 
it was not given advance 
notice about a New Year’s 
flag-raising ceremony 
at the residence of 
Taiwan’s representative 
to Washington that has 
angered China. More on p11

koreas South Korea 
says rival North Korea 
has a 6,000-member 
cyber army dedicated 
to disrupting the 
South’s military and 
government. The figure 
is a dramatic increase 
from Seoul’s earlier 
estimate that the North 
has a cyberwarfare 
staff of 3,000. Seoul’s 
Defense Ministry also 
said that NK may now 
have the ability to 
strike the US mainland 
because of its recent 
progress in missile 
technology and is 
advancing in efforts 
to miniaturize nuclear 
warheads to mount on 
missiles.

More on  backpage

extra year given to health 
bureau director useless 

secret probes of officials 
may end up in court

Rui Furtado, the Association of 
Macau Portuguese Speaking 
Physicians head, says that Lei 
Chin Ion should be replaced

Sands China’s secret investigation 
of gov’t officials won’t remain 
under wraps for much longer if a 
fired CEO gets his way
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More VIP room closures 
‘not surprising’  P5 MDT REPORT
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At cost of grieving families, 
China manages public emotions
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The president of the Asso-
ciation of Macau Portugue-

se Speaking Physicians says 
that the one-year timeframe gi-
ven to the Health Bureau (SSM) 
director to improve the health-
care system in Macau is use-
less. According to Rui Furtado, 
Lei Chin Ion should be replaced 
immediately. 

The physician was commen-
ting on the new Secretary for 
Social Affairs and Culture’s vi-
sit to the Conde de São Januá-
rio Central Hospital (CHCSJ). 
During his visit, Alexis Tam 
admitted that Macau’s health-
care system is falling behind 
the international standard. In 
response to the complaints and 
opinions of medical staff, he 
said that the SSM should deve-
lop a mature healthcare system 
and resolve problems related to 
the training and promotion of 
medical personnel within one 
year. Tam told the media that 
“80 to 90 percent of the pro-
blems and opinions heard from 
doctors and nurses can be attri-
buted to poor hospital manage-
ment”, something that the se-
cretary said “can be corrected.”

But Rui Furtado says that Lei 
Chin Ion should be replaced 
now instead of being allowed an 
extra year to prove himself. “The 
diagnosis of an inefficient ma-
nagement made by [Alexis Tam] 
is totally correct. That is mainly 
due to a lack of planning in the 
health services and bad manage-

The recent announ-
cement by the Secre-

tary for Social Affairs and 
Culture’s plans to recruit 
529 medical professionals 
in 2015 has caused a stir 
amongst social organiza-
tions in Macau. Some are 
worried that this will lead 
to a wave of resignations. 

Paul Pun, the secretary 
general of Caritas Macau, 
said that the news is “a 

huge explosion” for similar 
organizations. 

“In terms of human re-
sources issues, [2015] will 
be a period of explosion. 
There was already a minor 
explosion last time when 
the government recruited 
around 200 people. This 
time, it is a huge explo-
sion,” he said.

The secretary general said 
that based on past expe-

riences he predicted that 30 
percent of medical profes-
sionals working in Caritas 
would definitely be leaving 
due to government recruit-
ment. The number could 
even increase to 60 percent.

While Pun said that he 
did not want to describe the 
government’s recruitment 
measures as “stealing peo-
ple” from them, he hopes 
that the government can 

roll out measures to ensure 
that non-government orga-
nizations (NGOs) can have 
sufficient manpower to de-
liver their services.

“NGOs lack the support 
necessary to offer a salary 
akin to that of the gover-
nment. People are going 
to leave us eventually,” 
he said. “The authorities 
should consider this situa-
tion [when deciding the 

funding].” He added that 
the government should 
implement different mea-
sures such as a relaxation 
of restrictions on the im-
portation of non-resident 
labor to help NGOs cope 
with the shock created by 
the recruitment.

Despite the rather gloomy 
prediction, Pun said that 
some of their staff will not 
be tempted by the govern-

ment’s offer because they 
enjoy working in Caritas. “I 
know there are some nur-
ses who refused to change 
jobs to work for the gover-
nment. They would not be 
in those 529 people even 
though they might rank 
among the top candidates. 
This is good that they have 
chosen [to stay with us] be-
cause they love our work,” 
he said. JPL

 
Dr Lei Chin Ion 
has been in the 
same place 
for many years 
and another 
management 
post could be 
given to him

RUI FURTADo

Rui Furtado

Gov’t recruitment plans hinder NGOs activities

HEaltH 

Association head says there 
is no need to wait one year 
to replace Lei Chin Ion

ment of medical internships and 
post-graduate training, that was 
inexistent,” Rui Furtado told 
Radio Macau, adding that he is 
an apologist for “Anglo-Saxon 
management methods,” that he 
considers more meritocratic.    

“An extra year given to so-
meone who has been mana-

ging the services for so many 
years means that we may well 
lose one more year. I think that 
one of the biggest problems in 
the health sector is that some 
people remain in their places 
for what seems like an endless 
amount time. Dr Lei Chin Ion 
has in the same place for been 

many years and another ma-
nagement post could be given 
to him. Maybe it would have 
been a good idea to give to re-
brand health management with 
a new face. With his knowledge 
of the health sector, Alexis Tam 
brought someone that is fully 
prepared to deal with health 

management issues, namely Dr 
Kuok [Cheong], who heads the 
radiology service at the hospi-
tal. He is a suitable person for 
the post,” Rui Furtado added. 

During Monday’s visit, Alexis 
Tam revealed that the SSM in-
tends to hire 529 medical per-
sonnel in the upcoming year. 
Around 73 percent will be doc-
tors, nurses and pharmacists. 
Rui Furtado expresses serious 
doubts about the feasibility of 
that target, arguing that it is 
virtually impossible to hire so 
many staff.  

“I don’t know where he will 
hire 500.  Hiring 50 is like fin-
ding a needle in a haystack. A 
proper management of medical 
internships should have been 
made during the last decade, 
as proposed. If that had been 
done, the hospital would have 
its own specialists now. (…). 
There are not enough doctors 
now and I’m convinced that 
the lack of specialist doctors 
happens everywhere and it’s 
always difficult to bring those 
doctors because they are not 
beginning their careers, have 
families and face obstacles to 
leave the places where they are 
living,” he told Radio Macau.
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Catarina Pinto

As Macau citizens have 
witnessed plenty of 
newsworthy events 
throughout 2014, the 

local publication Macau Con-
cealers is compiling a list of the 
top ten of the city’s most pro-
minent public figures making 
the headlines last year. Ranging 
from a one-year-old toddler who 
was barred from entering Macau 
to bankrupted bus operator Reo-
lian, political leaders, or even taxi 
drivers, the list draws on a wide 
range of personalities.

The satirical publication laun-
ched its poll to elect the ten most 
prominent figures of last year out 
of 36 people chosen in the past 
few weeks. These include well- 
known political figures, such 
as chief executive Chui Sai On, 
lawmakers Chan Meng Kam and 
Chan Chak Mo, former Secretary 
for Administration and Justice, 
Florinda Chan, and former pre-

 The satirical 
publication 
included a one-
year-old toddler 
who was 
denied entry to 
Macau in the 
voting list

POlItICS

Macau Concealers launches vote to 
elect top 10 public figures of 2014

sident of the Civic and Municipal 
Affairs Bureau Raymond Tam.

But those who have unexpecte-
dly made the headlines last year 
are also on Macau Concealers’ 
list, namely a one-year-old to-
ddler who was denied entry to 
Macau.

Last month, amid tightened 
security over Chinese president 
Xi Jinping’s visit, a one-year-old 
baby from the neighboring SAR 
was denied entry to Macau.  He 
apparently shared the same 
name of a Hong Kong lawmaker, 
who had been blacklisted by Ma-
cau authorities. Chief Executive 
Chui Sai On would later apologi-
ze for the mistake. 

Political activist Jason Chao 
said that Macau Concealers de-
cided to launch such a ballot for 
the first time “because 2014 was 
full of newsworthy events,” such 
as the unofficial referendum on 
universal suffrage organized by 
three pro-democracy groups, and 
major demonstrations against a 

bill granting top officials lavish 
compensation and pension pa-
ckages in May, among others. 

“This is an opportunity to have 
a review of the past year, particu-
larly regarding news events,” he 
said.

Meanwhile, this initiative by 
the Macau Concealers has been 
compared with a similar voting 
procedure launched by Macau 
Daily News, which aims at fin-
ding the five most important 
news events of last year. The 
Chinese language newspaper has 

made available a list of 10 events, 
which took place last year from 
which citizens can vote. 

“We wanted to have a more 
open voting process,” said Jason 
Chao, adding that Macau Con-
cealers’ list provides a total of 36 
people/events in which citizens 
may vote. 

Macau Daily News list inclu-
des - but is not limited to - Xi 
Jinping’s visit, Chui Sai On’s 
re-election, the 24-hour border 

crossing, the compensation bill 
and subsequent protests, the ga-
ming revenue drop, and the ope-
ning of the University of Macau’s 
Hengqin campus.

The Macau Concealers’ list of 
“nominees”, available through 
their website (https://top10.ma-
cau2014.org), includes pro-de-
mocracy lawmakers Au Kam San 
and Ng Kuok Cheong, as well as 
political activist Jason Chao, who 
was arrested last August while 
holding an unofficial referendum 
on universal suffrage and current 
president of New Macau Associa-
tion Sulu Sou. 

The city’s famous giant panda 
Sum Sum, who died last year, is 
also a nominee.

As citizens’ complaints over the 
city’s transportation system in-
creased over the past year, taxi 
drivers, former bus operator 
Reolian, yellow taxi company 
Vang Iek, which is no longer ope-
rating, have also been chosen for 
the Macau Concealers list.
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Edvard Pettersson

Sands China Ltd.’s secret 
investigation of Macau go-

vernment officials, allegedly 
ordered by its chairman Shel-
don Adelson, won’t remain 
under wraps for much longer 
if a fired CEO gets his way.

Steven Jacobs, locked in a four- 
year battle with Adelson, wants 
a Nevada judge to let him use a 
report on the probe to support 
his wrongful termination law-
suit. Jacobs contends he was 
ousted in 2010 as chief execu-
tive officer of the China unit of 
Las Vegas Sands Corp. because 
he clashed with Adelson over 
demands he collect information 
on Macau officials to exert “le-
verage” on them.

Jacobs claims the report by 
a Hong Kong risk consultant 
and two others that look at 
alleged ties between Sands 
China associates and Chinese 
organized crime will expose 
the company to “serious po-
litical and legal problems.” 
Sands has argued that Jacobs 
“stole” the documents when 
he was fired, and that they’re 
legally off-limits for use in the 
lawsuit.

“These reports contain ex-
tremely sensitive, highly con-
fidential, non-public informa-
tion, consisting of proprietary 
and highly confidential busi-
ness and strategic informa-
tion,” Sands China said in a 
Nov. 26 court filing.

A hearing on the matter was 
set for yesterday [U.S. time] in 
state court in Las Vegas, whe-
re the case has been bogged 
down over whether it belongs 
in Nevada or should be litiga-
ted in China.

Jacobs, who has repeatedly 
accused Sands of stalling, said 
in a Dec. 24 court filing that 
the company’s legal maneu-
vers “have tied this matter in 
knots for four years and brou-
ght this case to a standstill.”

The hearing comes at the 
same time that the Chinese 
government is trying to cut 
off the flow of illegal money 
through the gambling enclave.

Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s bid to catch “tigers 
and flies” in an anti-corrup-
tion drive has contributed to 
the first decline in annual ca-
sino revenue in Macau.

Sands China has increased 
scrutiny of Macau junket ope-
rators in a move that may lead 
to a shakeout among the mid-
dlemen who account for two-
thirds of the betting in the 
world’s largest casino hub, a 
person familiar with the mat-
ter said in April.

Any possible business ties 

Las Vegas Sands Corp. CEO Sheldon Adelson is sworn in before taking the witness stand

 
We believe 
unequivocally 
that Jacobs 
initiated the 
investigation on 
his own for his 
own purposes

SHELDoN ADELSoN

Legal battle between Adelson 
and Jacobs resumes in US courts

with organized crime figures 
overseas may have detrimen-
tal consequences for Sands 
in the U.S. Casinos in Neva-
da and other U.S. states are 
closely monitored by gaming 
regulators to keep out orga-
nized crime, which through 
mob bosses such as Bugsy Sie-
gel and Meyer Lansky had a 
big hand in running the gam-
bling businesses in Las Vegas 
during the early boom years 
before large corporations en-
tered the market and built fa-
mily and convention-oriented 
resorts.

MGM Mirage in 2010 sold its 
stake in an Atlantic City, New 
Jersey-based casino rather 
than sever its ties with the 
daughter of Macau gambling 
magnate Stanley Ho, who sta-
te regulators alleged had ties 
with criminal groups. The 
Macau officials probed by the 
Hong Kong consultant, Steve 
Vickers of International Risk 
Ltd., aren’t identified in pu-
blic court records.

Adelson has said the inves-
tigation of the officials was 
commissioned by Jacobs, not 
by the company, and that he 
didn’t learn about until after 
Jacobs had been fired, accor-
ding to a March 2013 court 
filing in the wrongful termina-
tion case.

“I never asked or authorized 
Jacobs to conduct a private in-
vestigation of or ‘create a dos-
sier’ on Macanese officials,” 
Adelson said in his court de-
claration. “We believe unequi-
vocally that Jacobs initiated 
the investigation on his own 
for his own purposes.”

Jacobs contends Sands is en-
gaged in “a game of doubles-
peak,” because the company 
first disavowed any involve-
ment in the reports and now 
argues that they should re-
main confidential or be barred 
as evidence. Jacobs returned 
at least some of the original 
documents to Sands and kept 
copies for himself, according 
to court records.

A second report Sands wants 
to keep out of court is a back-
ground investigation of Cheu-
ng Chi Tai, an alleged mem-
ber of a Hong Kong organized 
crime group known as a triad 
who has been involved in ope-
rating VIP rooms in Macau ca-
sinos.

According to Hong Kong 
court records, Cheung was 
one of the owners of Neptune 
Group Ltd., a listed company 
that has invested in junket 
operators. According to Nep-
tune’s 2014 annual report, it 
operated VIP clubs at Sands 
China properties.

Cheung is also named in a 
2011 Hong Kong appellate 
court ruling as a triad boss 
who allegedly issued an or-
der that the arms and legs of 
a barber-turned-junket-agent 
be broken, and on second 
thought that the man should 
be killed, for taking a gambler 
to Macau who had won a lot of 
money. The plot wasn’t car-
ried because one of the cons-
pirators told the police, accor-
ding to the ruling.

The Wall Street Journal re-
ported last month that Hong 
Kong police ordered Cheu-
ng’s assets frozen as part of a 
money-laundering investiga-
tion. An unidentified executi-
ve with Neptune Guangdong 
Group, an associated company 

of Neptune Group, said Cheu-
ng isn’t among the company’s 
current investors, according 
to the newspaper.

Representatives of Neptune 
Group and Neptune Guang-
dong didn’t respond to e-mails 
seeking comment on their af-
filiation with Cheung. Efforts 
to reach Cheung were unsuc-
cessful.

There’s also a reference to 
Cheung in a criminal case the 
U.S. brought against group of 
Asian high rollers who were 
accused last year of running 
an illegal World Cup betting 
operation out of Caesars Pa-
lace in Las Vegas. One of the 
men arrested had a scanned 
picture of Cheung’s passport 
on his laptop that identified 
him as “Boss.”

A U.S. Senate investigati-
ve committee has identified 
Cheung as one of the nine lea-
ders of the Wo Hop To Triad, 
the Justice Department said 
in a court filing.

Jacobs, in a revised version 
of his lawsuit filed Dec. 22, 
claims one of the issues he 
and Adelson clashed over was 
whether the board of directors 
should be informed about fin-
dings related to media reports 
that the company was conduc-
ting business with Chinese or-
ganized crime syndicates.

The third document Sands 
seeks to keep sealed is a back-
ground check on Heung Wah 
Kong, also known as Charles 
Heung, a Hong Kong movie 
producer.

Vickers, former comman-
der of the Royal Hong Kong 
Police’s Criminal Investiga-
tion Bureau, spoke at an April 
symposium at the University 
of California at Berkeley about 
the role of organized crime in 
moving money from mainland 
China, where gambling is ille-
gal, to Macau, where visitors 
are restricted from bringing 
large amounts of cash with 
them.

“The scale of this money is 
beyond all belief,” Vickers 
said at a panel discussion. He 
said the actual amount of mo-
ney being wagered in Macau 
was as much as six times the 
official figure he estimated as 
USD50 billion a year because 
of what he called side betting 
in the casinos’ VIP rooms.

With side betting, gamblers 
in a VIP room agree ahead 
of time that, for example, 
a $1,000 chip is a $10,000 
chip or a $100,000 chip, Vi-
ckers said. The off-the-books 
amount that is bet doesn’t go 
to the casinos but into the po-
ckets of organized crime, ac-
cording to Vickers.

“The scale of it has shocked 
everybody,” Vickers said. “This 
is where politics, business and 
organized crime - the rubber 
meets the road in Macau.”

The case is Jacobs v. Las Ve-
gas Sands Corp., 10-A-627691, 
Clark County, Nevada, District 
Court (Las Vegas). Bloomberg
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One scenario 
is that the top 
four junkets 
who are already 
estimated 
to control 
about 55 to 
60 percent 
of the VIP 
market will gain 
even greater 
dominance

BEN LEE
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The junket operators 
are among the most 
affected in the midst 
of Macau’s gaming 

revenue slump. Analysts and 
industry insiders predict that 
more junket operators and 
VIP rooms will not be able to 
survive, or will be merged into 
their bigger competitors.

Ben Lee, managing part-
ner of IGamiX Management 
& Consulting, told the Times 
that it will not be surprising if 
more VIP room closures take 
place. 

“There have been some su-
ggestions that some of the 
smaller junket operators have 
not been able to maintain the 
required liquidity to finan-
ce their operations since the 
Huang Shan scam in April last 
year. We saw several of them 
shuttered their rooms in Sep-
tember and it would not be 
surprising if even more have 
done so in the past two mon-
ths,” he said.

The Huang Shan scam took 
place in April last year when 
Huang Shan, the shareholder 
of Kimren (aka Jin Lin) was 
alleged to have absconded 
with HKD8–10 billion, whi-
ch was reported to have been 
most likely sourced from in-
vestors actively involved in si-
de-betting. 

Momentum rewards those 
who follow the trend, right up 

until the moment it turns. Macau’s 
casinos have been a case in point. 
High rates of growth, strong cash 
flows and generous payouts of 100 
per cent (and more) were catnip 
to the market for years. Dividend 
yields of over 6 per cent were su-
pplemented by special dividends 
from Sands China and SJM Hol-
dings. Share prices doubled in 
2013.

Then sentiment soured, as Chi-
na’s crackdown on corruption last 
year curtailed VIP play and crim-
ped sales. Share prices dropped 
more than a third for the year. Last 
week, official figures confirmed 
what share prices foretold. Annual 
gaming revenues fell for the first 
time on record. The sector is still 
not wildly cheap. Shares in SJM 
Holdings, the cheapest, trade at 
10 times 2015 earnings per share, 
which are forecasted to contract 
6 per cent. Analysts have slashed 
forecasts by between one-fifth 
(MGM China) and one-half (Mel-
co Crown) from the 2014 second-

The Okinawa pre-
fectural government 

has decided to drop a 
plan to attract integra-
ted casino resorts if the 
country manages to pass 
a law legalizing gam-
bling, Japan newspaper 
Yomiuri Shimbun repor-
ted. 

Okinawa governor 
Takeshi Onaga, who 
took office in December, 
has been reluctant to in-
troduce casinos on the 
island. The prefectural 
government is not allo-
cating funds for resear-
ch into casino-related 
projects in its 2015 fiscal 
year budget, despite ha-
ving funded such studies 
over the past eight years.

Japan’s government 
has been discussing le-
galizing casinos - which 
are currently prohibited 
by law - as a measure to 
boost the nation’s eco-
nomic growth. However, 

Okinawa drops plans 
to host casinos

Analysis: There is room 
for a positive surprise

Ben Lee

GAMING 

More VIP room closures ‘not surprising’

Moreover, Lee predicted two 
possible outcomes from the 
closure of the smaller junket 
operators and VIP rooms.

“One scenario is that the top 
four junkets who are alrea-
dy estimated to control about 

55 to 60 percent of the VIP 
market will gain even greater 
dominance. The other possi-
bility is that the top four may 
pursue quality over quantity 
in terms of the players they 
will facilitate, leading to a 

continuing deceleration in the 
VIP segment. Either way, the 
landscape will have changed 
and, paradoxically, the quality 
of the relationships between 
the casinos and their biggest 
clients will become an even 
more critical factor in a matu-
red market,” he said.

The Times has spoken to a 
source working for a mid-sca-
le junket operator in Macau. 
On condition of anonymity, 
our source said that the VIP 

rooms situation started to de-
teriorate half a year ago and 
it has remained “pretty quiet” 
since then. “It has been a whi-
le since I saw people carrying 
several bags of cash to the VIP 
rooms to gamble,” he said, 
before showing the Times se-
veral photos of bags full of 
HKD1,000 bills.

Furthermore, he has obser-
ved that some smaller junket 
operators have closed or have 
been merged into bigger ope-
rations, with this trend likely 
to continue.  However, he did 
not indicate clearly whether 
the junket operator he was 
working for is planning any 
merger. 

The prediction of more VIP 
room closures was reported by 
Macau Daily on Monday. The 
paper has reported that the 
market adjustment could lead 
to the closure of up to 50 VIP 
rooms, citing an anonymous 
source in the gaming industry. 
The source said that the junket 
market has been developing 
too rapidly over the previous 
two to three years, and some 
of the operations may not fully 
comply with regulations. The 
source believes the adjust-
ment and drop in VIP revenue 
gives the stronger operators 
a chance to grow further by 
merging with others. 

quarter peak. Third-quarter num-
bers were nearly universally weak, 
bearing out the pessimism. Still, 
margins at MGM China and Wynn 
Macau widened and balance sheets 
are mostly healthy.

The sell-side view remains skewed 
towards optimism: buys outnum-
ber sells for all the companies. This 
despite a gloomy outlook for the 
near term. CLSA expects gaming 
revenues to fall nearly one-third 
year on year in the first quarter of 
2015 and one-fifth in the second. 
Hopes for a pick-up in second-half 
earnings may be borne out, but the 
quality is likely to be poor. Easy 
comparisons, and capacity expan-
sion at Galaxy and Melco, are weak 
cause for cheer.

Still, as analysts catch up with 
reality and (most likely) overshoot 
to the downside, there is room for 
a positive surprise in one big nega-
tive assumption: the economic ba-
ckdrop in China. China’s economy 
is slowing, but monetary policy has 
begun to loosen. That could make 
for recovery with some substance. 
MDT/Financial Times

Japanese lawmakers 
indefinitely postponed 
legalizing casinos last 
year. Wall Street Journal 
reported last November 
that Japan’s push to le-
galize casino gambling 
was facing a major se-
tback given the lack of 
popular support coupled 
with a parliamentary 
gridlock. 

According to the Ja-
panese newspaper, 
Okinawa’s prefectural 
government began re-
searching the casino in-
dustry back in 2007.  It 
was planning to be home 
to family-friendly inte-
grated resorts that wou-
ld yield about JPY219 
billion while creating 
jobs for around 54,000 
people.

Moreover, as a privile-
ged destination for both 
Japanese and interna-
tional tourists, Okinawa 
also has large areas of 

land that could be avai-
lable once U.S. military 
bases are abandoned.  
These plots could be 
used to build the inte-
grated resorts.

“It could have a negati-
ve impact on the tourism 
industry, which has been 
doing well thanks to the 
influence of soft power, 
including nature, history 
and traditional cultu-
re,” the governor said, 
adding that “gambling 
addiction is also a con-
cern.”

Gaming companies 
such as Las Vegas Sands 
Corp, Caesars Entertain-
ment Corp or MGM Re-
sorts International have 
been hoping that Japan’s 
prime minister is able to 
unlock an “integrated 
resort” market, Reuters 
reported last year.

Okinawa is the sou-
thernmost prefecture of 
Japan.
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MACAU澳聞

The University of Saint Joseph 
(USJ) has opened applications 

for its Lifelong Learning Programs 
for the first quarter of 2015, star-
ting at the end of January. The 
programs range from language 
classes to media production and 
religious studies.

The Language and Culture Pro-
grams include Cantonese and 
Mandarin for foreigners, taught 
by a professor who also speaks En-
glish. Portuguese, French, Japane-
se and Korean language classes, as 

The Judiciary Police 
(PJ) has detained a 

36-year-old Hong Kong 
resident and found more 
than 70 grams of cocai-
ne in his apartment. Af-
ter receiving a tip-off, 
PJ intercepted the man 
outside an Internet café 
at Edificio Kam Hoi San 
in Areia Preta on Mon-

Residents’ 
deposits drop 
by 1.2 pct
Residents’ deposits decreased 
1.2 percent month-on-month 
in November to MOP473.6 
billion.  Of these deposits, 
MOP deposits increased 
0.1 percent while deposits 
of HKD and other foreign 
currencies decreased by 
0.5 percent and 3.6 percent 
respectively. Non-residents’ 
deposits have also decreased 
by 2.5 percent to MOP228.1 
billion. Statistics released 
by the Monetary Authority 
of Macau show that public 
sector deposits with the 
banking sector increased 2 
percent to MOP90.9 billion. 
As a result, total deposits 
with the banking sector 
dropped 1.2 percent from a 
month earlier, to MOP792.5 
billion. Domestic loans to 
the private sector increased 
by 0.1 percent from a month 
ago to MOP331.6 billion. 
External loans remained 
virtually unchanged at 
MOP348.4 billion, of which 
loans denominated in MOP 
and HKD accounted for 1.2 
percent (MOP4.3 billion) and 
23 percent (MOP80.2 billion) 
respectively. Currency in 
circulation grew 3.3 percent 
whereas demand deposits 
dropped 7.7 percent. 

CRIME

PJ cracks cocaine case, detains HK resident

EDUCatION

USJ opens applications for 
language and culture classes

day. After searching the 
man, PJ officers found 
5.23 grams of cocaine in-
side his underwear. They 
then took him back to his 
apartment on Rua do Al-
mirante Ségio and found 
70.13 grams of cocaine. 
The authorities estimated 
that the illicit drugs fou-
nd on the man and in the 

apartment would be wor-
th around MOP300,000 
on the black market. A PJ 
spokesperson said that 
the man brought the dru-
gs from Hong Kong into 
Macau in December and 
was planning to sell them 
to his acquaintances. The 
authorities believe that 
the man has been dealing 

drugs for about two weeks. 
Separately, the Public Se-

curity Police has detained 
two mainland men who 
allegedly attempted to as-
sault a fellow mainland 
man with choppers on 
Saturday at Cotai. A third 
suspect remains at large.

Police information in-
dicates that the victim 

and his friends were on 
the footbridge at the Es-
trada da Baía de Nossa 
Senhora da Esperança in 
the afternoon on Satur-
day when they saw three 
men holding choppers in 
their hands and walking 
towards them in an ag-
gressive manner. The vic-
tim and the three suspects 
were all from Shandong 
province. The police be-
lieve that the incident was 
caused by monetary dis-
putes.

well as English business writing, 
are also available. 

A Media Production program 
offers training in Apple’s Final 
Cut Pro X and Avid Pro Tools 101. 
These programs are conducted by 

Apple and Avid certified instruc-
tors, targeting people working in 
media production who are eager 
to enhance their skills, USJ said in 
a press release.

The religious studies program in-
cludes a Latin Language course for 
beginners taught by professor Ro-
berto Ceolin, who holds a Doctora-
te Degree from the Faculty of Lin-
guistics, Philology and Phonetics 
of the University of Oxford. USJ 
also highlighted that it is providing 
a course on the “History of Ancient 

Christianity,” which is designed 
for the members of the Diocese or 
those interested in the emergence 
of the faith. 

All programs have been included 
in the Continuing Education and 
Development Plan 2014-2016. 
Therefore, eligible applicants can 
settle their tuition fees with their 
PDAC accounts. 

Those interested in applying 
should visit the Lifelong Learning 
Office at UJS’s premises at the 
NAPE campus for registration 
procedures. To apply for the sub-
sidy provided by the Education 
and Youth Affairs Bureau (DSEJ –  
PDAC) applications must present 
their valid Macau resident ID card 
as well as submitting a copy. Apart 
from the religious studies pro-
grams, a MOP200 application fee 
is required. 
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corporate bits
Sands China hosted a lun-

cheon at The Venetian Macao’s 
North restaurant in December 
to celebrate the remarkable 
achievements of team mem-
bers who had broken records 
at the Macau Table Game Skills 
Contest at the seventh edition 
of the annual competition.

 Team members took out first 
place in the three main cate-
gories (“Chip Picking,” “Card 
Calculating” and “Baccarat 
Payout”), as well as finishing 
first and second in the overall 
team championship. The com-
petition involves team mem-
bers from the gaming industry 
in Macau going head-to-head 
to see which staff members 
have the best table game skills.

Sands China executives in 
attendance at the celebration 
luncheon were Cetin Tanisman, 
senior vice president of Casino 

sands china executives celebrate victories 
with team members

Operations, Sand China Ltd; Ha-
rold Tsakmaklis, vice president 
of Casino Operations and Trevor 
Hammond, vice president of Tab-
le Games Operations, who came 
to congratulate the winners on 
their great achievements. 

“I want to congratulate our 

team members for coming first 
in all three categories in the an-
nual Macau Table Game Skills 
Contest,” said Cetin Tanisman. 
“We are very proud that our 
team members are the most 
competent gaming professio-
nals in Macau.”

Hyundai Motor Group, the 
world’s fifth-largest automobile 
manufacturer, spoke yesterday 
of plans to spend 81 trillion won 
(USD73.7 billion) over the next 
four years on factories, resear-
ch and a new headquarters.

The announcement comes 
after Hyundai Motor Co. last 
week forecast the slowest an-
nual sales growth in more than 
a decade. The South Korean 
government has pressured bu-
sinesses to stop hoarding cash 
reserves and instead to invest 
and hire.

According to representatives 
from Hyundai, the average 
annual spending during the 
past four years is a 35 percent 
increase from 2014. The com-
pany plans to build two new 
factories in China, which will 

hyundai motor to spend usd74b over 4 years on facilities, r&d

start operating in late 2016 and 
2017.  This is in response to its 
existing factories reaching full 
capacity. Its affiliate Kia Motors 

Corp. is also expanding the ca-
pacity of its existing Chinese 
factory.

The group will also build new 
headquarters which will include 
auto-themed exhibition halls, 
hotels and shopping malls in 
Gangnam, a trendy district in 
southwestern Seoul. It said in 
September that it would pay 
$10.1 billion Korean won for a 
79,342 square meter (854,030 
square foot) plot of land for the 
new headquarters that the auto 
group believes will burnish its 
brand.

Both the expansion of facto-
ries at home and abroad and 
the construction of the new 
headquarters in Seoul will ac-
count for more than half of the 
four-year investment at 49.1 
trillion Korean won.

BUSINESS 分析

Tommaso Ebhardt

Sergio Marchionne, 
the architect of the auto 
industry’s biggest deal 
in more than a decade, 

may not be finished yet. Even 
as he completed the merger of 
Fiat SpA and its U.S. Chrys-
ler unit last year to create Fiat 
Chrysler Automobiles NV, Mar-
chionne said the industry is still 
fragmented and ripe for further 
consolidation. 

His planned spinoff of Ferrari 
this year puts the USD14 billion 
automaker into position for 
another combination that could 
form a group to vie with No. 1 
Toyota Motor Corp. or help ad-
dress shortcomings in Asia.

Manufacturers are under 
pressure to join forces amid 
slowing growth and rising costs 
to develop cleaner cars and add 
automated driving functions 
and smartphone-like technolo-
gy. By lowering debt with the 
cash raised from cutting loose 
Ferrari, Fiat Chrysler becomes 
a more attractive partner. The 
spinoff also gives Marchionne 
more leeway to set up a tran-
saction by ensuring the Agnelli 
family, Fiat Chrysler’s biggest 
shareholder, retains control 
over supercar-maker Ferrari.

Volkswagen AG, Ford Motor 
Co. and General Motors Co. 
all fit criteria that Marchionne 
outlined last year for a suitab-
le partner, while Mazda Motor 
Corp. and Suzuki Motor Corp. 
could be viable Asian merger 
candidates, analysts and inves-
tors said.

By announcing the Ferrari spi-
noff just days after completing 
the Fiat-Chrysler merger in Oc-
tober, Marchionne, a self-pro-
claimed corporate “fixer,” signa-
led he may be open to another 
deal down the road. With the 
62-year-old chief executive offi-
cer planning to stay at the helm 
to complete a strategic plan that 
runs to 2018, he’s still got time 
to consider a transaction.

“I’ve always had the view that 
this industry over the middle to 

A pedestrian passes the main entrance to the Ferrari SpA headquarters and automobile plant in Maranello, Italy

aUtO INDUStRY

Ferrari spinoff sets up Fiat 
Chrysler for another deal

long term needs to look at other 
consolidation opportunities,” 
Marchionne said in Novem-
ber after speaking at an event 
at Fiat’s test track in Balocco, 
Italy, where the CEO is known 
to take his own Ferraris on hi-
gh-speed jaunts. “Eventually it 
must happen.”

The spinoff of Ferrari is part 
of Fiat Chrysler’s efforts to raise 
about $5 billion to cut debt. The 
company also issued shares and 
convertible bonds last month.

The Agnellis invested USD886 
million in Fiat Chrysler’s con-
vertible bond offering to main-
tain their stake and have no 
plans to sell. Still, the family 
would consider a dilution to fa-
cilitate the creation of a bigger 
group, John Elkann, chairman 
of the automaker and descen-

dant of Fiat founder Giovanni 
Agnelli, said in a Sept. 30 inter-
view with Marchionne in Baloc-
co outside of Turin.

Marchionne and Elkann said 
in the Sept. 30 interview that 
Fiat Chrysler is now strong 
enough on its own and didn’t 
need another deal. Still, they 
outlined an ideal partner for 
the company. That would be an 
automaker that’s global and not 
too exposed to the European 
market, while being culturally 
compatible with the Italian-A-
merican company. That could 
put Ford at the top of the wish 
list.

“Ford has been the North 
Star for Fiat ever since Fiat’s 
founder Giovanni Agnelli visi-
ted Detroit in the 1910s,” said 
Giuseppe Berta, a professor at 

Bocconi University in Milan 
and the former head of Fiat’s 
archives. “There are distinct af-
finities between Fiat and Ford.”

Susan Krusel, a spokeswoman 
for Dearborn, Michigan-based 
Ford, said the $57 billion au-
tomaker has “no plan or inte-
rest” other than focusing on its 
current business plans. Ford 
isn’t interested in owning Fiat 
Chrysler, said a person familiar 
with the company’s thinking.

Other analysts see Volkswa-
gen, with its European roots 
and large operations in China, 
as an easier fit. Even if there has 
been public sparring between 
Marchionne and VW Chairman 
Ferdinand Piech, the $99 billion 
German automaker’s portfo-
lio ranging from mass-market 
Skoda compacts to upscale Audi 

sedans and Porsche sports cars 
serves as a model for Fiat Chrys-
ler’s multibrand strategy. With 
VW struggling to gain market 
share in the U.S., the Chrysler, 
Dodge and Jeep nameplates 
could be appealing, and Piech 
has long expressed interest in 
Alfa Romeo.

In July, Fiat was linked in me-
dia reports to mergers or deals 
with Volkswagen and France’s 
PSA Peugeot Citroen. The Ita-
lian carmaker denied at the 
time that any discussions were 
going on. A representative for 
Wolfsburg, Germany-based 
Volkswagen said yesterday that 
takeovers aren’t on its agenda 
as the automaker focuses on 
improving efficiency internally, 
reiterating a company state-
ment from July.

While Fiat Chrysler has emer-
ged as the world’s seventh- lar-
gest automaker after the mer-
ger, its appeal to competitors 
may be limited. The company 
lacks sizable operations in 
growth markets such as China 
and India, with its main streng-
th in the mature and competiti-
ve U.S. and European markets.

Still, Marchionne, who has 
long professed that only a han-
dful of big carmakers will sur-
vive long term, is pushing for 
expansion. He’s set the goal of 
boosting Fiat Chrysler’s delive-
ries by 60 percent to 7 million 
cars by 2018. The plan is un-
derpinned by 48 billion euros 
($57 billion) of investment to 
add more Jeep, Alfa Romeo 
and Maserati models that cou-
ld be sold worldwide. Making 
progress on that effort would 
strengthen his hand in any ne-
gotiations. Bloomberg

Hyundai Motor Group chairman 
Chung Mong-koo
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China was the main impor-
ter of Angolan products in 

the third quarter of 2014, accor-
ding to figures issued in Luanda 
by the Angolan National Statis-
tics Institute. Portugal, for its 
part, was the main exporter of 
products to Angola in the same 
period.

In this period, China accoun-
ted for 49.5 percent of all Ango-
lan exports, followed by Spain 
with 6.2 percent, India with 5.6 
percent, the United States of 
America with 5.5 percent and 
France with 5.1 percent.

With regard to imports, Ango-
la’s main trading partner was 
Portugal with 14.7 percent of 
the total, then China with 12.6 
percent, Singapore with 11.4 
percent, the United States of 
America with 8.8 percent and 
the United Arab Emirates States 
with 5.1 percent.

The National Statistics Institu-
te also reported that in the third 
quarter Angola imported ma-
chinery, equipment and appa-
ratus (23.7 percent), vehicles 
and other transport equipment 

The designs of the new coins of 50 and 100 
kwanzas that will replace banknotes of equal 

value will be chosen through a competition, the 
National Bank of Angola (BNA) said.

The competition runs until 30 January and will 
select the motifs to appear on the face of the two 
new coins, and the selection panel will be led by 
the National Union of Artists and Ministry of 
Culture staff, as well as from the BNA.

The chosen designer will win a cash prize of 1 
million kwanzas, according to the Angolan cen-
tral bank.

The central bank announced the introduction 
of the new coins with a face value of 50 and 100 
kwanzas by 11 November, 2015, when Angola 
celebrates the 40th anniversary of its indepen-
dence.

In December a new 20-kwanza coin was put 
into circulation and at the end of this year Ango-
la will have seven coins and five banknotes of di-
fferent face values in circulation.  MDT/Macauhub

aNGOla 

National Bank 
launches competition 
to design new coins

China is leading importer 
of Angolan goods

(12.3 percent), base metals (11.3 
percent), fuel (5.6 percent) and 
food (5.5 percent).

Overall, Angola exported goods 
(oil and diamonds) worth 1.51 
trillion kwanzas, down 11 percent 

on 2013 and imported goods in 
the value 1.16 billion kwanza (76.1 
percent more) , generating a trade 
surplus of 345.4 billion kwanza, 
66.7 percent less than in the same 
period of 2013. MDT/Macauhub
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Didi Tang, Shanghai

Some wailed and some sta-
ggered with grief as the re-

latives of the 36 people killed 
in Shanghai’s New Year’s Eve 
stampede visited the disaster 
site yesterday for seventh-day 
commemorations that are a 
revered ritual in China.

But each family was allowed 
to stay only about five minu-
tes in the tightly managed vi-
sits, and government workers 
roughly dragged away one 
middle- aged woman when she 
began crying out emotionally.

The government’s strict ar-
rangements reflect efforts to 
keep tight controls over the 
disaster’s aftermath and pre-
vent distraught relatives from 
coalescing into a critical group 
that would draw sympathy 
and galvanize public calls for 
greater accountability.

“Such a major public safety 
incident can tug the hearts-
trings of the public, and the 
acts and words by victims’ 
relatives can make the public 
sentiments to swing, making 
it a key task for authorities to 
control the families, limiting 
their contacts with each other 
or with the media,” said Zhao 
Chu, a Shanghai-based inde-
pendent commentator.

“Struck by the same trage-
dy, the relatives can easily 
resonate with each other, and 
it’s only natural they want to 
band together to take collecti-
ve actions and make collective 
appeals to the public, and that 
could mean the authorities 
losing control over the social 
sentiments.”

The authorities’ grip over so-
cial sentiments comes at the 
expense of the victims’ fami-
lies, Zhao said. “The method is 
brusque toward the families, 
preventing them from resor-
ting to law and to the media, 
but — in a positive way — it 
can indeed alleviate the shock 
to the public.”

The victims’ relatives laid 
bouquets of white and yellow 
chrysanthemums and bowed 
deeply to the statue of the ci-
ty’s first Communist mayor 
that overlooks the 17 concre-
te steps on Shanghai’s famed 
riverfront known as the Bund 
where the stampede took pla-
ce.

Three dozen people, inclu-
ding a 12-year-old boy, were 
trampled and asphyxiated 
amid a crowd of hundreds of 
thousands of New Year’s reve-
lers.

Accompanied by government 
workers, every family was kept 
in vans waiting for their turn 
to mourn on the seventh day 
after death, when the decea-
sed person’s soul is believed 
to return to the earthly world 
after disappearing. Some re-
latives brought photos and of-
fered fruits and burned some 
fake money.

Journalists were corralled 
several feet away only to ob-

Tan Chin Hin, center, father of a stampede victim, Tan Wei, cries, holding her portrait, as he arrives back from Shanghai

 
The method is 
brusque toward 
the families, 
preventing 
them from 
resorting to 
law and to the 
media, but…
it can indeed 
alleviate the 
shock to the 
public

ZHAo CHU
Shanghai-based commentator

SHaNGHaI StaMPEDE

At cost of grieving families, 
China manages public emotions
serve the occasional wails 
from the grieving.

“Why are your media shoo-
ting there? Dare you publish 
what you have shot?” a young 
man called out to the press, 
as he was led away from the 
mourning site. “It’s been a 
week. The government does 
not care about us. The govern-
ment does not talk to us.”

A middle-aged woman in the 
same group broke down ear-
lier. “I want to die. I want to 
die,” she cried out. “My child 
just came to see the great city 
of Shanghai. My child did not 
come back.”

A close friend of a victim said 
yesterday that the families 
have been kept apart and in 
the company of government 
minders so they could not 
conduct media interviews. She 
said many relatives believe 
their phones are being moni-
tored and that they have come 
under pressure to cooperate 
with authorities. She reques-
ted anonymity over fears of 
possible government repri-
sals. More family members re-
fused to be interviewed when 
contacted over the phone.

Tan Ching Hin, father of the 
21-year-old Malaysian woman 
Tan Wei, said he was never 
told directly not to criticize the 
authorities, but he understood 
that to be the expectation.

“We were under constant 
surveillance so we could not 
be in touch with the outside, 
such as journalists,” Tan said. 
“We were watched every step.”

Nevertheless, he said he did 
not hold back at a memorial 
for his daughter before her 

body was flown back to Malay-
sia. “I said this was a major in-
cident caused by human error. 
It could have been prevented. 
It was caused by negligence on 
the part of the government,” 
said Tan.

Chinese parents have raised 
questions whether authorities 
had properly notified the pu-
blic of the cancellation of a po-
pular riverfront light show on 
the Bund, whether the city go-
vernment took proper emer-
gency measures when hun-
dreds of thousands of people 
still swarmed to the Bund for 
the midnight show, and whe-
ther police and medics res-
ponded effectively following 
the disaster.

Tan said he was initially told 
to sign a death certificate and 
agree to absolve the govern-
ment of any wrongdoing in 
his daughter’s death before 
her body would be returned to 
him.

“That was unacceptable,” 
said the father, who said he 
managed to retrieve his dau-
ghter’s body without agreeing 
to that condition. “The city 
government must be held ac-
countable for this. It can never 
shirk its responsibility.”

Like Chinese parents, Tan re-

called his anxiety when there 
was no word for more than 10 
hour on his daughter’s fate the 
day after the stampede, even 
though authorities had long 
confirmed at least 35 deaths.

“The doctors were extremely 
mean to us, and they did not 
provide any comforting word 
at all,” Tan said.

He said he was upset he cou-
ld not see his daughter’s body 
at the hospital but at a funeral 
home.

Other family members also 
complained that they were 
kept inside hospitals with 
no word on the victims’ con-
ditions until late into the 
following night, when they 
were taken to the funeral 
home to identify bodies. By 
then, the throngs of reporters 
had already dissipated, and 
relatives found themselves fu-
ming but with few audience.

The delay, Zhao said, was by 
design so that authorities cou-
ld better control the situation.

“Faced with pressures from 
the public, authorities needed 
time,” he said. “They needed 
to edit the story. They must 
control of the rhythm of the 
development and to shape its 
direction so they don’t lose 
controls.” AP
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Matthew Pennington, Washington

The U.S. State Depart-
ment said yesterday it 
was not given advan-
ce notice about a New 

Year’s flag-raising ceremony 
at the residence of Taiwan’s 
representative to Washington 
that has angered China.

Taiwanese media report 
that it was the first time sin-
ce Washington switched di-
plomatic recognition from 
Taipei to Beijing 36 years ago 
that the flag of the Republic of 
China, as Taiwan is formally 
known, had been flown at the 
residence.

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Hua 
Chunying said that China had 
protested to the U.S. about 
the Jan. 1 ceremony and re-
quested Washington “act with 
discretion when dealing with 
Taiwan-related issues.”

In Washington, State De-
partment spokeswoman Jen 
Psaki said the ceremony at the 
Twin Oaks residence was not 
consistent with U.S. policy, 
and no U.S. government per-
sonnel attended.

She said “nothing has chan-
ged” in the status of the U.S.-
Taiwanese relationship, and 
the U.S. remains committed 
to the one China policy.

Papers and experts dis-
cuss Beijing-Pyongyang 

ties following reports that a 
North Korean soldier killed 
four people in a Chinese bor-
der town.

The soldier crossed the bor-
der in late December, stealing 
money and food before killing 
residents in Helong.

According to papers, he was 
later arrested north of the Tu-
men River that divides China 
and North Korea.

The Chinese foreign ministry 
gave no details about the inci-
dent, but said it has lodged a 
protest with North Korea.

Most papers in China have 
carried the news, quoting Sou-
th Korea’s Yonhap News Agen-
cy and state-run Xinhua, whi-
le appearing to refrain from 
making any comments about 
the incident.

Experts, however, dismiss 
speculation that the incident 

will hurt Beijing-Pyongyang 
ties.

Zhao Lixin, a Korean studies 
expert, tells the Global Times 
such a case “should be viewed 
as a criminal incident rather 
than a political case”.

“The Chinese government 
will protect its citizens’ safe-
ty. This will not influence the 
relations between China and 
North Korea,” says the pun-
dit.

Echoing similar view, Wang 
Linchang, another expert on 
Korean affairs, tells the Chi-
nese edition of the paper that 
China will “handle the matter 
seriously and will not let go of 
the murderer easily”.

Meanwhile, noting that the 
news was first broken by news 
agencies in South Korea, the 
Global Times’ Chinese edition 
takes a rare step and criticises 
Chinese officials and the me-
dia’s silence over the issue.

“Don’t let South Korea’s me-
dia tell us that a North Korean 
soldier has entered China,” 
says the editorial, pointing out 
that the incident was only re-
vealed a week later and by a 
“third party”.

“This makes one wonder the 
reason behind the delay in in-
forming the public. Maybe it 
is because of the sensitivity of 
Beijing-Pyongyang relations. 
But this is an individual case…
which has no connection to 
the bilateral ties,” argues the 
paper.

The article further urges 
government agencies and 
“mainstream media” to increa-
se their credibility by provi-
ding timely information.

“South Korea’s media outlets 
have gained credibility by re-
porting this news, while Chi-
na’s mainstream media and 
officials are losing out,” notes 
the daily. Courtesy BBC News

Petco said it has remo-
ved all remaining Chine-

se-made dog and cat treats 
from its website and stores 
nationwide because of con-
cerns they have sickened 
thousands of pets and killed 
1,000 dogs in the U.S. since 
2007.

The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration says initial 
tests have not connected the 
Chinese jerky and rawhide 
treats to the illnesses, but 
the San Diego-based com-
pany and its rival PetSmart 
vowed in May to ban the 
snacks.

Petco is the first natio-
nal pet retailer to pull the 
treats from its 1,300 stores. 
Phoenix-based PetSmart 
Inc. said Monday that it 
plans to have them off shel-
ves at its roughly 1,300 sto-

res by March.
The FDA targeted the trea-

ts after receiving more than 
4,800 complaints of pet ill-
nesses, including the deaths, 
after pets ate chicken, duck 
or sweet potato jerky treats 
from China. Tests have not 
confirmed any connection, 
but the agency is still inves-
tigating.

An FDA spokeswoman 
pointed to a news release 
from May about its investi-
gation and declined further 
comment.

Petco Vice President John 
Sturm said all treats are now 
made in the U.S. or places 
such as the Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Australia and 
South America. The com-
pany risked tens of millions 
of dollars by changing treat 
vendors, he said. AP
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Petco pulls Chinese 
treats amid fears they 
sickened pets

Media reports on N Korea ties after 
soldier killed four people in border town

 The Taipei 
Times cited 
the Taiwan 
representative 
to the US 
Shen lyu-
shun as saying 
his office 
had notified 
Obama’s 
administration

DIPlOMaCY

Flag-raising by Taiwan in 
Washington riles Beijing

Under that policy, the U.S. 
recognizes Beijing as repre-
senting China. Taiwan split 
from the Chinese mainland 

amid civil war in 1949, and 
China regards Taiwan, a self-
governing island, as part of its 
territory. The U.S. policy ack-

nowledges the Chinese view 
over sovereignty, but consi-
ders Taiwan’s status as unse-
ttled.

This delicate compromise 
makes the Taiwan’s diploma-
tic presence in Washington 
an area of some sensitivity 
despite an easing of tensions 
across the Taiwan Strait in re-
cent years. Twin Oaks was the 
residence of Republic of China 
ambassadors from 1937 until 
1979, when the U.S. shifted its 
diplomatic recognition to Bei-
jing.

The Taipei Times newspa-
per cited the Taiwanese re-
presentative to the U.S., Shen 
Lyu-shun, as saying his office 
had notified the Obama admi-
nistration before Thursday’s 
ceremony and received U.S. 
approval provided the cere-
mony was low-profile and not 
televised.

The Taipei Economic and 
Cultural Representative Offi-
ce in Washington, as Taiwan’s 
mission is known, declined to 
comment, referring questions 
to the Foreign Ministry in Tai-
pei. AP

Shen Lyu-shun
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Achmad Ibrahim, Pangkalan Bun

Strong currents forced 
Indonesia to expand the 

search area for the crashed Ai-
rAsia plane yesterday, as rough 
seas and bad weather pushed 
debris and made it difficult to 
reach suspected chunks of the 
fuselage on the ocean floor.

Australia swelte-
red through its thir-

d-hottest year on record 
in 2014, following a re-
cord hot 2013, weather 
authorities reported yes-
terday.

The southern spring 
from September through 
November last year was 
Australia’s hottest on re-
cord, the government’s 
Bureau of Meteorology 
said in its annual climate 
statement.

A crew member lifts his hands during a prayer for the victims of AirAsia Flight QZ 8501 inside an Indonesian Air Force NAS 332 Super Puma helicopter flying over the Java 
Sea off Pangkalan Bun

 The batteries 
in the pingers 
on the black 
boxes are likely 
to go dead in 
about 20 more 
days

A few flames remain after a wildfire destroyed a building in the 
Adelaide Hills

AUSTRALIA

Swelters through its third-hottest year in 2014
The hot spring has set 

the stage for the current 
summer wildfire season 
to start early, with do-
zens of homes destroyed 
and thousands of resi-
dents evacuated from 
fire danger zones across 
southern and western 
Australia in recent days.

Seven of Australia’s 10 
hottest years since na-
tional records started in 
1910 have occurred sin-
ce 2002, the statement 

said.
Australia’s second hot-

test year was 2005.
The independently 

funded Climate Council 
think-tank said the sta-
tement showed that cli-
mate change was making 
Australia hotter and 
more prone to wildfires.

“Over the past four de-
cades, climate change 
has increased the occur-
rence of high fire danger 
weather in the southeast 

— exactly the type of 
conditions that have led 
to the early January fires 
in South Australia and 
Victoria” states, Climate 
Council expert Will Ste-
ffen said in a statement.

The Bureau of Meteo-
rology cited World Me-
teorological Organiza-
tion preliminary data 
that indicates that 2014 
is likely to be recognized 
as the world’s hottest 
year on record. AP
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FLIGhT 8501

Strong currents force 
expanded search area 
for AirAsia plane

With only 37 bodies recove-
red since Flight 8501 crashed 
Dec. 28, there are also concer-
ns that it will become harder to 
find the remaining corpses.

“Time is of the essence,” said 
the National Search and Res-
cue Agency’s director of ope-
ration, Suryadi B. Supriyadi. 
“But it seems like it is hard to 

beat the weather.”
The search operation will ex-

pand by about 185 square kilo-
meters, search and rescue chief 
Henry Bambang Soelistyo said.

Indonesia has suffered a 
string of accidents in recent 
years. It deregulated its avia-
tion industry in the 1990s, and 
dozens of new carriers have 

made air travel affordable for 
the first time for many in the 
world’s fourth most populous 
nation.

Experts say poor maintenan-
ce, rule-bending and a shor-
tage of trained personnel are 
largely to blame. Infrastructu-
re has also failed to keep pace 
with exploding demand.

The country’s transportation 
ministry cracked down Mon-
day after it was discovered that 
Flight 8501 did not have a per-
mit to fly between Surabaya, 
Indonesia, and Singapore on 
the day of the crash. The minis-
try suspended several officials, 
including the airport operator 
and those who were in the con-
trol tower.

All AirAsia flights on that 
route also have been canceled, 
pending an investigation.

It is not known what caused 
the Airbus A320 to crash into 
the Java Sea 42 minutes after 
takeoff, though Indonesia’s 
Meteorology, Climatology and 
Geophysics Agency says bad 
weather appears to have been 
a factor.

Just before losing contact, the 
pilot told air traffic control he 
was approaching threatening 
clouds, but was denied permis-

sion to climb to a higher altitu-
de because of heavy air traffic. 
No distress signal was issued.

Sonar has identified five large 
objects that are believed to be 
pieces of the fuselage on the 
ocean floor, but strong cur-
rents, silt and mud have kept 
divers from seeing or reaching 
the objects.

No pings have been detected 
from the plane’s all-important 
cockpit voice and flight data 
recorders. That’s because high 
waves have prevented the de-
ployment of ships that drag 
ping locators. The batteries in 
the pingers on the black boxes 
are likely to go dead in about 
20 more days.

“We are confident that res-
cuers would be able to locate 
them in time,” said Nurcahyo 
Utomo, an investigator for In-
donesia’s National Committee 
on Transportation Safety.

The search for the remaining 
125 bodies has been exhaus-
ting for family members an-
xiously waiting to identify and 
bury their loved ones.

Eight Islamic clerics flew in a 
helicopter over the site Monday 
and scattered rice into the sea, 
a local tradition, and prayed for 
those who perished. AP
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The Myanmar army 
has arrested more 
than 100 foreigners 
and 20 Myanmar na-

tionals for illegal logging near 
the Chinese border, the defen-
se ministry said yesterday.

It said the army also seized 
436 logging trucks, 14 pickup 
trucks loaded with logs, sti-
mulant drugs, raw opium and 
Chinese currency during the 
three-day operation.

The ministry did not iden-
tify the nationality of the 102 
foreigners, but said the illegal 
logging took place in Kachin 
state near the Myanmar-Chi-
nese border. In a statement, it 
said the raids followed an ae-
rial survey of logging activities 
in the state.

It said the army also seized 
a document allegedly signed 
by an ethnic Kachin Indepen-
dence Army economic officer 
allowing logging in the area, 
where fighting between Ka-
chin rebels and government 
troops erupted four years ago.

Rising prosperity and grow-
th as a global manufacturer 
have driven Chinese demand 
for wood. It banned the felling 
of its own old-growth trees in 
1998, fuelling the illegal im-
port of wood, especially hi-
gh-value varieties such as ro-

At least 20 members of a rene-
gade Muslim rebel group were 

reportedly killed as government 
forces shelled and assaulted their 
training camp in southern Philippi-
ne province of Maguindanao, the 
military said yesterday.

Jo-ann Petinglay, public affairs 
officer of the Army's 6th Infantry 
Division, said the military started 
delivering artillery rounds on the 
camp of the Bangsamoro Islamic 
Freedom Fighters ( BIFF) around 
6:15 a.m Monday after learning its 
presence through intelligence tip.

She said the camp serves as the 
training base of BIFF members who 
attacked two military detachments 
in Maguindanao and Sultan Kuda-
rat last Saturday, leaving a soldier 
dead and three others wounded.

After the 30-minute shelling, Pe-
tinglay said combined soldiers and 
policemen moved in into the camp, 

Thanyarat Doksone, 
Bangkok

Thai police said yes-
terday that they have 

arrested a fugitive con-
victed in India for his 
involvement in a 1995 
bomb attack that killed 
a chief minister of a nor-
thern Indian state and 15 
other people.

Gurmeet Singh, one of 
six Sikh militants con-
victed for the blast out-
side government head-
quarters in Punjab state, 
fled a high-security In-
dian prison in 2004 be-
fore receiving a life sen-
tence in 2007.

The bomb, planted 
in then-Chief Minister 
Beant Singh's bulle-

PHIlIPPINES

At least 20 rebels 
killed in southern 
province: military

ThAILAND 

Police nabs fugitive 
convicted in 1995 
India bombing

MYANMAR

Army arrest more than 100 foreigners 
for illegal logging

home of the BIFF's 2nd Division. 
This ensued firefight with about 50 
BIFF men that lasted for about two 
hours.

She said the BIFFs, under one 
Sukarno Sapal, alias Jok, withdrew 
after the fighting, dragging with 
them their 20 fatalities. 

Petinglay said they did not reco-
ver any enemy body because it is 
the practice of the group to recover 
their dead for burial in keeping with 
Muslim religious tradition.

The BIFF has carried out many 
deadly attacks in a bid to disrupt 
the peace negotiations between 
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
(MILF) and the government.

The BIFF is the armed wing of the 
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Mo-
vement which broke away from the 
MILF in 2010 as a result of disa-
greements over the conduct of peace 
talks with the government. Xinhua

tproof car, exploded 
and immediately killed 
the state's highest elec-
ted official and 12 of his 
staff and armed guards. 
Three others who were 
wounded died later.

The Babbar Khalsa In-
ternational, a Sikh se-
paratist group, claimed 
responsibility for the as-
sassination.

Singh, also known as Ja-
gtar Singh Tara, entered 
Thailand in October and 
was arrested Monday in 
the eastern province of 
Chonburi, Thai National 
police spokesman Lt. Gen. 
Prawut Thawornsiri said.

"It took quite some time 
to arrest him. We had been 
following him for a while, 
but at one point he slipped 

sewood and teak.
However, efforts in recent 

years in Myanmar to curb smu-
ggling are believed to have suc-

off the radar," he said.
Prawut said Singh, 37, 

faces extradition to India.
An Indian government 

official said the gover-
nment was aware of the 
arrest and was in touch 
with Thai authorities.

"All those who have 
committed heinous cri-
mes in India will be pur-
sued wherever they are," 
said the official, who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity because of the 
sensitivity of the matter.

Beant Singh, the target 
of the bomb attack, came 
to power as Punjab's 
chief minister in 1992 
and began crushing the 
Sikh militancy, leaving 
hundreds dead in en-
counters with police. AP

ceeded in reducing the volume.
Myanmar banned the export 

of logs in April last year to re-
duce deforestation and boost its 

wood-based industry by expor-
ting only value-added products.

According to the most re-
cent available official data, 

Myanmar's forest cover 
shrank from 57.9 percent of 
its land area in 1990 to 47.6 
percent in 2005. AP
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Sinan Salaheddin, 
& Sameer N. Yacoub, Baghdad

A suicide blast targe-
ting Iraqi security for-
ces and subsequent 
clashes with Islamic 

State extremists yesterday kil-
led at least 23 troops and pro-
government Sunni fighters in 
the country’s embattled wes-
tern province of Anbar, officials 
said.

The day’s heavy toll for the 
Iraqi forces came as they stru-
ggle in battles against the Isla-
mic State group and try to claw 
back territory lost to the extre-

SpaceX called off its 
planned flight to the 

International Space Sta-
tion yesterday because of 
rocket trouble.

The unmanned Falcon 
rocket was supposed to 
blast off before sunrise. 
But the countdown was 
halted with just over a mi-
nute remaining. The soo-
nest SpaceX can try again 
is Friday morning, provi-
ded it can fix the problem 
by then.

SpaceX officials said one 
of two motors needed for 
rocket thrust steering of 
the second stage failed to 
operate as expected. If con-
trollers had not aborted the 
launch, computers likely 

Iraqi security forces deploy in a military operation to regain control of the villages around the town of Beiji

Elon Musk, CEO and CTO of SpaceX

IRAq

Clashes with IS kill 23 
troops, allied fighters

mists during the militants’ blitz 
last year. Iraq’s prime minister 
vowed yesterday to dislodge IS 
militants from all areas under 
their control.

Police officials said a suicide 
bomber first struck a gathe-
ring of pro-government Sunni 
fighters near the town of al-Ba-
ghdadi, about 180 kilometers 
northwest of Baghdad, in the 
morning hours.

Soon after, IS militants atta-
cked nearby army and police 
positions, setting off hours- 
long clashes. Police and hospi-
tal officials said 23 were killed 
and 28 were wounded in all 

on the government side. They 
did not give the death toll on 
the militants’ side, saying only 
that the attackers “sustained 
some casualties” and declining 
to provide further details. All 
officials spoke on condition of 
anonymity because they were 
not authorized to speak to the 
media.

In Baghdad, Prime Minister, 
Haider al-Abadi pledged that 
Iraq’s forces would retake all 
areas that fell to IS during last 
summer’s stunning blitz.

“We will emerge as victorious 
and the day our lands are li-
berated is nearing,” al-Abadi 

told a group of newly-gradua-
ted army officers, speaking at 
the Military Academy as Iraq 
marked Army Day. “Our goal 
... is that peace and prosperi-
ty prevail in Iraq and end this 
dark period in Iraqi history.”

A parade was also staged to 
mark the day, complete with jet 
fighters, helicopters and trans-
port planes flying overhead.

Meanwhile, the Islamic State 
group announced killing eight 
men in Salahuddin province 
north of Baghdad for allegedly 
cooperating with government 
forces and airstrikes by the 
U.S.-led coalition targeting the 
militant group.

The group posted photogra-
phs showing eight blindfolded 
and bearded men in orange 
jumpsuits, their hands tied 
behind their backs. Five were 
identified as police officers and 
two as informants, but no in-
formation was provided on the 
eighth victim.

The photos show the men by a 
riverbank next to masked gun-

men, under what looks like a 
bridge. They are on their knees 
as the gunmen appear to be 
readying to shoot them. Other 
photos show bloodied bodies of 
seven of the men, lying on the 
ground.

The Islamic State group provi-
ded no details on the purported 
killings. The authenticity of the 
photos could not be indepen-
dently verified but they were 
posted late Monday on a Twit-
ter account frequently used by 
the militant group.

However, a provincial offi-
cial, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity fearing for his safe-
ty, offered a different account 
on the photos, saying yesterday 
that the men depicted in the 
images were army officers who 
had abandoned the military be-
fore the militants’ takeover of 
their area last year. The official 
said the men did not cooperate 
with Iraqi government forces.

The Salahuddin provincial 
capital, Tikrit, and other near-
by towns have been in militant 
hands since June, when the 
Islamic State group expanded 
with lightning speed across 
Sunni-dominated regions of 
northern and western Iraq as 
government forces collapsed.

Since then, the IS group has 
declared a self-styled caliphate 
over about a third of Iraq and 
neighboring Syria. But there 
has been growing resentment 
among some residents fueled 
by the militant group’s enforce-
ment of its extremist interpre-
tation of Islamic law, economic 
stagnation and a lack of public 
services.

Seeking to squash any poten-
tial uprising, the militants have 
started killing policemen and 
soldiers living in areas of Iraq 
under their control — especially 
after the U.S.-led coalition air 
campaign began supporting 
ground offensives by Iraqi go-
vernment forces, Kurdish figh-
ters and Shiite militias. AP

SpaceX calls off launch to space station at last minute
would have done so closer 
to flight time, officials said.

The Dragon capsule 
aboard the rocket con-
tains more than 2,270 
kilograms of supplies 
and experiments orde-
red up by NASA. That’s 
the primary objective for 
SpaceX. But the Califor-
nia-based company plans 
to attempt an even more 
extraordinary feat once 
the Dragon is on its way: 
flying the booster rocket 
to a platform in the Atlan-
tic. No one has ever pul-
led off such a touchdown.

SpaceX’s billionaire fou-
nder and chief executive, 
Elon Musk, said recove-
ring and reusing rockets 

could speed up launches 
and drive down costs.

The delivery was suppo-
sed to occur before Christ-
mas, but was delayed 
because of a flawed test 
firing of the rocket engi-
nes. The test was repeated 
successfully, paving the 
way for Tuesday’s try.

NASA’s last contracted 
shipment ended in an ex-
plosion seconds after the 
October liftoff from Virgi-
nia. That company — Or-
bital Sciences Corp. — has 
grounded its rocket fleet 
until next year. Resear-
chers scrambled to get 
replacement experimen-
ts and equipment on this 
Dragon flight. AP
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what’s ON ...

apaixonado passionate cuba - marco 
szeto & 10 cuban artists Joint exhibition
time: 10am-7pm 
until: February 18, 2015 
Venue: Dare to Dream flagship store and art 
gallery, Calçada da Barra No.16 A, Edificio San 
Chak, Macau 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2830 2012

the production and exhibition of creatiVe 
christmas toy tree
time: 12pm-8pm (Closed on Mondays and public 
holidays) 
until: January 11, 2015
Venue: Macau Design Centre, Travessa da 
Fabrica No. 5, Macau 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2852 0335

 “one hundred photographers focus on 
macau” exhibition
time: 24 hours
until: March 22, 2015
Venue: Level 2 Showcase, MGM Macau
admission: Free
enquiries: (853) 8802 8888

exhibition “between science and art: the 
marVels of asia in the eyes of polish 
Jesuit Michał Piotr BoyM, sJ.”
time: 10am-7pm (Mondays to Saturdays)
           11am-7pm (Sundays)
until: January 18, 2015
Venue: Sir Robert Ho Tung Library 
enquiries: (853) 2837 7117
admission: Free 

penguins undercoVer ice world with the 
dreamworks gang
time: 11am-8pm
until: March 8, 2015
Venue: Cotai Expo
admission: MoP120
enquiries: 2882 8818

this day in history

The Leaning Tower of Pisa has been closed to the 
public for the first time in 800 years amid speculation 
the structure is on the verge of toppling over. 

over the past 100 years the belfry at the top of 
the mediaeval tower has moved 9.6 inches (nearly a 
quarter of a metre). 

The tilt is currently 16ft (4.9m) off the perpendicular 
and increases by about one-twelfth of an inch (2mm) 
every year because the layer of clay and sand on 
which it is built is softer on the south side than on 
the north. 

So, the Italian government has set aside 100bn lire 
(£47m) and appointed an international team of ex-
perts to come up with a detailed plan within three 
months to save the building from collapse. 

The 13th century monument, which took more than 
200 years to build, attracts in excess of one million 
visitors each year, many of whom climb to the top to 
enjoy the panoramic view of Pisa. 

The tower’s closure is therefore bound to have a 
significant impact on the city’s tourism industry. 

The eight-storey structure began tilting almost 
immediately after it was completed in 1350 and al-
though there are no plans to completely straighten 
it, experts believe urgent work is required to reverse 
the tilt. 

Attempts have been made in the past to stop the 
building moving. Mediaeval builders tried to correct 
the tilt but their efforts resulted in the upper section 
of the tower leaning at a different angle to the lower 
section. 

The Leaning Tower’s ornate and unique exterior bal-
conies were built to enable local dignitaries to be 
seen by the populace during religious processions in 
the Middle Ages. 

                    Courtesy BBC News

1990  leaning tower of pisa  
           closed to public

in context

the Leaning Tower of Pisa did not reopen until 2001. 
The first stages of the restoration project began in 1992 and 
by 1993 the tower had stopped leaning. 
However, in September 1995, the medieval monument sud-
denly lurched 2.5mm (0.09in) in one night - about 10% of the 
lean that the commission had corrected since 1990. 
To prevent this happening again the structure was held up by 
two steel supports while the stabilising work was completed. 
Engineers then placed lead weights on the north side of the 
tower, and removed tonnes of soil from underneath the build-
ing using corkscrew drills - the tower then gradually sunk into 
the cavity. 
By 2001 the lean had been corrected by 45cm at a cost of 
£200m. But it is predicted that in 300 years the tower will be 
back at the angle it was in 1990 and on the brink of collapse. 
British engineer, Professor John Burland, who oversaw the 
restoration work said it was hard to explain how the tower had 
not fallen prior to its closure in 1990. 
Computer models suggested it should have toppled once it 
reached a tilt of 5.44 degrees - but by 1990 it was leaning by 
5.5 degrees.

Offbeat

Israeli traffic this weekend was really for the birds.
In the central Israeli town of Herzliya near Tel Aviv, an esca-

ped emu ran through traffic Sunday on a main road between 
cars in the rain. Local authorities say the bird escaped from 
a private farm.

Passer-by Iliya Zelser filmed the bird’s run. He says the ex-
perience made him feel like he was in a cartoon.

Zelser says he expected to hear the “beep beep” of the car-
toon Road Runner.

The 27 year old told The Associated Press: “I said to myself 
in a second, a coyote will appear from behind. This was a 
really absurd situation.”

Dorit Basman, the spokeswoman for the town of Herzliya, 
says authorities caught the emu Sunday and safely returned 
it to its owner.

escaped emu turns motorists’ 
heads running on israel roadway

TV canal macau
13:00

13:30

18:35

19:30

20:30

21:00

21:40

22:10

23:00

23:30

00:00

00:55

01:25

TDM News (Repeated)    

News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   

Brazil Avenue (Repeated)    

Soap opera    

Main News, Financial & Weather Report   

Non-Daily Portuguese News    

Miscellaneous    

Brazil Avenue    

TDM News    

Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)   

Miscellaneous    

Main News, Finalcial & Weather Report (Repeated)  

RTPi Live    

cinema
cineteatro
05 Jan - 07 Jan

taken 3_
room 1
2.00, 3.55, 5.50, 9.30 pm
Director: olivier Megaton
starring:  liam neeson, forest whitaker, framke 
Janssen
language: english (Chinese)
Duration: 109min

night at the MuseuM: seCret of the toMb_
room 1
7.45 pm
Director: shawn levy
starring:  ben stiller, robin williams, owen wilson
language: english (Chinese)
Duration: 97min

seventh son_
room 2
2.30, 4.30, 9.30 pm
Director: sergei bodrov
starring:  Jeff bridges, Julianne Moore, ben barnes
language: Chinese (Chinese/english)
Duration: 102min

woMen who flirt_
room 3
2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm
Director: Pang ho-Cheung
starring: Zhou xun, huang xiao Ming
language: Chinese (english  and Chinese)
Duration: 97min

macau tower
01 Jan - 21 Jan 

taken 3_
2.30, 4.30, 7.00, 9.30 pm
Director: olivier Megaton
starring:  liam neeson, forest whitaker, framke 
Janssen
language: english (Chinese)
Duration: 109min

INFOTAINMENT 資訊／娛樂 
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omaCross: 1- Tennis matches are divided into these; 5- Earthquake; 10- Corrosion; 

14- Voice of America org.; 15- Funny Anne; 16- Romain de Tirtoff, familiarly; 17- Hindu 
lawgiver; 18- Arm bones; 19- Capital on the Aare; 20- Exterior; 22- Walks with long 
steps; 24- Wrathful; 26- The continent; 27- Protective spectacles; 30- Everglades 
bird; 32- Sleep disorder; 33- Airline since 1948; 34- ___ d’oeuvre; 38- Cry ___ River; 
39- He’s a catch; 42- By means of; 43- Performs; 45- Disturb; 46- Harvests; 48- 
Sausalito’s county; 50- Threatening words; 51- Femme ___; 54- Private Pyle; 56- 
Person devoted to love; 58- Footstalk; 62- San Francisco’s ___ Tower; 63- Golden 
Horde member; 65- I could ___ horse!; 66- Author ___ Stanley Gardner; 67- Apply, 
as pressure; 68- IRS IDs; 69- observed; 70- Judicial rulings; 71- Afternoon affairs;  

Down: 1- Japanese wrestling; 2- Son of Isaac and Rebekah; 3- Hue; 4- Wurst; 
5- Dirty mark; 6- Conger catcher; 7- 007 
creator Fleming; 8- Ladies of Sp.; 9- Very 
skillful; 10- Revival; 11- Hives; 12- Throat 
problem; 13- Uptight; 21- Relative by 
marriage; 23- Regret; 25- Shouting; 27- 
Explorer Vasco da ___; 28- Crude cartel; 
29- Midge; 31- Scottish Celt; 33- “The 
Time Machine” people; 35- Cameo shape; 
36- Tears; 37- Freelancer’s encl.; 40- 
Apprehended; 41- Made a mistake; 44- 
Improve in appearance; 47- Most strange; 
49- The Greatest; 50- Code of silence; 51- 
Confronts; 52- Dean Martin’s “That’s ___”; 
53- Sheer fabric; 55- Dizzying designs; 
57- Cab; 59- Jewel ____; CD container; 
60- Sicilian peak; 61- Colleen; 64- Shamus;

Yesterday’s solution
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clear 

clear/cloudy 
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cloudy/clear 
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cloudy/overcast 

cloudy/overcast 

clear 

overcast/cloudy 

drizzle/cloudy 

cloudy 

sleet/overcast 

drizzle 

drizzle 

drizzle/cloudy 

emergency calls  999

fire department 28 572 222

PJ (open line) 993

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775

PsP 28 573 333

Customs 28 559 944

s. J. hospital 28 313 731

kiang wu hospital 28 371 333

Commission against 

Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300

iaCM 28 387 333

tourism 28 333 000

airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283

water supply – Report 1990 992

telephone – Report 1000

electricity – Report 28 339 922

Macau Daily times 28 716 081

Aries

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂 

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You are much easier to get along 
with today, so make sure that your 
people are all within your sphere 
of influence. You can actually sway 
them pretty easily with a small-scale 
charm offensive.

April 20-May 20
You’re feeling too good to take 
offense when someone busts out 
with a nasty joke or a rude gesture. 
If anything, it’s all rather amusing — 
they think they’re being provocative, 
but they’re just evoking pity.

Taurus

May 21-Jun. 21
Your wisdom is deeper than ever 
right now — so much so that you 
might find that you can offer up 
great advice without seeming 
like you’re prying into anyone’s 
personal life. Go for it!

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You are the one in charge today — 
so act like it! Even if you don’t have 
power on paper, those around you 
can sense your inner strength, and 
should defer to it if you choose to 
wield it.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Your belief in yourself is legendary 
— but on a day like today, it may be 
seen as something else! Try not to 
come across as arrogant, or you may 
lose the allegiances you worked so 
hard to build.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You need to get in a little deeper 
today — things are less satisfying 
on the surface. That could mean 
that you’re asking big questions or 
doing more intense research into 
the important issues in your life.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Someone in your life needs objective 
advice — or even direction — and only 
you can give it to them. Suggest that 
they solicit advice, then offer your 
own first. They pay more attention 
than you would have expected.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Things have gotten even more 
polarized today — you may have 
to choose sides or just get it over 
with and declare war. Neither side 
is guaranteed victory, so make sure 
you give it your all!

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You can easily deal with today’s big 
news — as long as you believe in 
yourself! Try not to worry or doubt, 
because those are sure to build 
on themselves and cause serious 
problems in the long run.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You need to go shopping today 
— online, if that’s easier — and 
watch for discounts. You can save 
quite a bit of money if you do your 
homework, and your great energy 
should help you in a big way.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Your sense of art and poetry is 
strong today, and you should find 
that your people are willing to 
listen as you ramble on and make 
connections they would never have 
dreamed of.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You are poised to learn more than 
usual today — so pay attention! You 
may not get much practical done, 
but you should still find a way to 
placate your boss or teacher while 
you soak up knowledge.

  Aquarius Pisces
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 SPORTS體育

Rob Harris
Sports Writer, London

Major League Soc-
cer expected the 
alliance between 
Manchester City 

and the New York Yankees to 
“elevate the league to new hei-
ghts.”

MLS Commissioner Don Gar-
ber’s forecast at the 2013 laun-
ch now seems extremely opti-
mistic and premature.

Any lift to MLS’ domestic 
standing or global credibility is 
being eroded by the uncertainty 
and lack of clarity over the sta-
tus of New York City FC mid-
fielder Frank Lampard and his 
prolonged stay in England.

More than five months after 
Lampard was paraded in Ma-
nhattan, the 36-year-old mi-
dfielder is integral to the City 
squad — the one in England. 
And when the MLS expansion 
franchise plays its first competi-
tive game in March, the former 
Chelsea star will be on the other 
side of the Atlantic helping City 
defend its Premier League title.

Just when the new team is 
trying to gain fans’ trust and 
loyalty, they are revolting. Wi-
thout even a result to complain 
about yet, some supporters 
want season ticket refunds.

How did it come to this? It de-
pends on who you listen to.

NYCFC’S website seemed 
clear on July 24: “New York 
City FC signs Frank Lampard to 
a Designated Player contract ... 
a two-year contract which star-
ts August 1st.” Fans of a team 
without 11 players were urged 
to buy Lampard jerseys and ti-

Cristiano Ronal-
do could move to 

play in the United Sta-
tes after his Real Ma-
drid career has come 
to an end, the player’s 
agent Jorge Mendes has 
told Telefoot.

Ronaldo, 29, signed a 
new contract with Ma-
drid in September 2013, 
keeping him at the club 
for a further five years.

And while the Portu-
gal captain could well 
pen another deal with 
the European cham-
pions before his time 

FOOtball | aNalYSIS

Lampard NY deal creates credibility 
issue for MLS, new team

Cristiano Ronaldo could make move 
to the United States, says agent

at the Santiago Berna-
beu comes to an end, 
Mendes has suggested 
he may then follow in 
the footsteps of Steven 
Gerrard, who announ-
ced on Saturday that he 
will leave Liverpool for 
the United States at the 
end of the season.

“He will finish his ca-
reer at Real Madrid, 
and after that, perhaps 
he will go to the United 
States. Only God knows 
what will happen,” 
Mendes said.

Ronaldo has long been 

linked with a big-mo-
ney move to Paris Sain-
t-Germain, who would 
be one of the few clubs 
capable of being able to 
afford the former Man-
chester United man.

Cristiano Ronaldo 
enjoyed an incredible 
2014 with Real Madrid. 

However, Mendes be-
lieves that Ronaldo, 
who is the favourite to 
win the 2014 Ballon 
d’Or when it is annou-
nced on Jan. 12, would 
never join the Ligue 1 
champions.

“There is no way he 
will sign for Paris Sain-
t-  Germain, that’s im-
possible -- including 
for Cristiano, someone 
for whom anything is 
possible.”

Mendes went on hail 
the quality of Ronaldo, 
whose form has hardly 
wavered since signing 
for Real Madrid from 
Manchester United for 
80 million pounds in 
2009.

He added: “Cristiano 
is a machine, he’s the 
best player in history 
and no one is anywhere 
near him or can do what 
he does. I’d ask you to 
name any winger who 
has scored 10 percent of 
the goals Cristiano has 
scored.” Courtesy ESPN

ckets for the 2015 season.
Lampard then went on the 

YES Network — part owned by 
the New York Yankees, an NY-
CFC minority owner — to stress 
he joined MLS because he cou-
ldn’t play against Chelsea after 
13 years in west London.

“I didn’t want to play anywhe-
re else in England because I 
had been so affiliated with one 
club,” Lampard said on July 
27. “So it made sense for me to 
move.”

By Aug. 6, it didn’t. City con-
firmed what had been anticipa-
ted, tweeting: “FRANK LAM-
PARD: Midfielder joins #mcfc 
on loan.”

Later in England, Lampard 
explained the move: “I got the 
call to come back here.”

MLS now says that Lampard 
was in fact was signed last July 

by City Football Group, the um-
brella company for the portfolio 
of clubs owned by Sheikh Man-
sour in Manchester, Melbourne 
and New York, to play in MLS in 
2015 and 2016. The intention, 
MLS confirmed, was always 
for Lampard join up with Man 
City until the end of 2014 befo-
re joining NYCFC, although he 
was expected back by the start 
of 2015.

“He was scheduled to train 
with the (Manchester) team and 
possibly play in some matches 
that would help him prepare for 
the start of the New York City 
FC season,” Garber said Sunday 
in an MLS statement to The As-
sociated Press.

Although City described Lam-
pard’s arrival as a “loan” on 
Aug. 6, that online announce-
ment has been removed and 

the term “loan” not used by the 
club again, although Lampard 
has referenced “loan” in media 
interviews.

City has not responded to 
detailed questions about Lam-
pard’s contractual status. But 
deep in City’s 2013-14 accounts 
is a declaration that the “foo-
tball registrations ... acquired” 
since May 31 was Lampard’s.

Announcing Lampard would 
not be returning for the MLS 
season opener, City said on 
Dec. 31 that Lampard’s “con-
tract” had been extended.

It’s an uncomfortable situa-
tion for MLS. Lampard stret-
ching out his career in England 
beyond his planned farewell 
shows that the Premier League 
outranks NYCFC’s debut for the 
Abu Dhabi ownership.

“When he initially joined 
Manchester City, none of us en-
visioned Frank would play such 
a prominent role in the club’s 
season,” Garber said.

But with seven goals, Lam-
pard has defied his years by 
showing he can still cut it at the 
highest level. Now Lampard is 
staying at City until May, and 
his MLS career is due to finally 
start halfway through the regu-
lar season in July.

“This is an extremely unusual 
set of circumstances, as Frank 
has become a one of the most 
important players in Manches-
ter City’s season — scoring cri-
tical goals to put them in a tie 
for first place in the Premier 
League,” Garber said.

But it has created an Ameri-
can backlash, highlighted by 
the responses to NYCFC twee-
ting Lampard’s latest City goal 

on Jan. 1. Even NYCFC’s web-
site, in newly-posted comments 
below the July signing annou-
ncement, includes accusations 
fans were misled.

Alexis Lalas, the former Los 
Angeles player turned Fox 
Sports commentator, characte-
rized Lampard’s prolonged stay 
in Manchester as: “The mother 
ship has spoken.”

Cynics have suggested that the 
establishment of a portfolio of 
clubs is a mechanism to help 
City comply with UEFA Finan-
cial Fair Play rules (which the 
club denies). Originally inten-
ded to curb debt, FFP instead 
targets losses and restricts even 
wealthy owners like Sheikh 
Mansour from unrestricted in-
vestment in European clubs, 
thus City’s need to show it is ge-
nerating cash.

But MLS embraces the injec-
tion of wealth from Abu Dhabi.

“I have had numerous discus-
sions with ownership,” Gar-
ber said. “New York City FC 
is working hard at signing ad-
ditional players for the club’s 
inaugural season.”

But Lampard’s contractual 
confusion validates perceptions 
that MLS is where stars to go 
into semi-retirement for a final 
pay day.

Steven Gerrard is leaving Li-
verpool for MLS later this year 
because the 34-year-old captain 
is no longer guaranteed playing 
time.

Only when players like Ger-
rard and Lampard come to the 
U.S. in their prime — and resist 
the chance to jump back to Eu-
rope — will MLS have come of 
age. AP

Frank Lampard

Cristiano Ronaldo
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Davos forum of power brokers, 
business leaDers to Draw 2,500 

Most European countries are sending their 
heads of state or government to this month’s ga-
thering of world leaders and power brokers in the 
Swiss ski resort of Davos, while high-level delega-
tions are expected from China, the United States, 
Japan and Russia.

Organizers of the World Economic Forum say 
the largest-ever number of participants — more 
than 2,500 — will attend the January 21-24 forum, 

including 300 heads of state, heads of government 
and government members, along with 1,500 busi-
ness leaders from more than 140 countries.

The forum said yesterday there will be “signifi-
cant participation from all crisis-hit areas in the 
world.” It said a number of African heads of state, 
most of the leaders from ASEAN countries and 
high-level delegations from key Latin American 
countries also will attend.

65-95
Moderate

David Koenig
Airlines Writer, dallas

If you’ve been putting 
off a trip abroad because 

it’s too expensive, start pa-
cking your bags.

A stronger dollar has re-
duced the price of travel, 
from a hotel room to a 
glass of beer, in much of 
Europe, Japan, India and 
elsewhere.

“This is one of the best 
times for Americans to 
travel in years,” says Matt 
Kepnes, author of “How 
to Travel the World on 
USD50 a Day” and other 
travel books.

Other economies are 
shaky, making their cur-
rencies less valuable. Eu-
rope is barely growing. 
Japan is already officially 

Strong dollar makes 
world travel cheaper

in recession. China’s grow-
th has slowed. Meanwhi-
le, the U.S. economy has 
been chugging along, and 
the dollar has gained too. 
Many economists expect 
that steady U.S. growth 
will compel the Federal 
Reserve to raise inte-
rest rates later this year, 
making dollar investments 
more attractive and lea-
ding traders to sell other 
currencies and buy dollars.

Let’s say that in June you 
had a charming dinner for 
two in Paris for 75 euros. 
First, congratulations. Se-
cond, it cost $103 then; to-
day it would be $89. Expen-
sive countries may not be 
cheap, but at least they’re 
more affordable now.

Thanks to the pound’s 
decline, England is chea-

70-100
Moderate

50-70
Moderate
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The Rise of BiTcoin  
Bitcoins introduced a lot of people to the idea 

of computerized money. Now the digital currency, 
which set off a minor frenzy when it broke into 
public consciousness in 2013, is trying to grow up 
and turn into something useful. Novelty has given 
way to the hard slog of starting and funding new 
companies, like brokerages and bitcoin storage 
sites, that can be boring and profitable. Utopian 
fantasies have subsided as consumers remain 
unconvinced of the value of swapping their cash 
for bitcoins, or using it to buy goods and services 
or for transferring money.There are plenty of peo-
ple in Silicon Valley, Wall Street and other tech 
or money hubs around the world working on it, 
but no definitive answers are in sight. With pri-
ce swings that have shown that owning bitcoins 
isn’t a sure path to riches — the currency lost 
half its value over the course of 2014, a worse 
showing than the ruble —  you have to believe 
in the brainpower invested in bitcoins if you want 
to believe that the reality will eventually match 
the rhetoric.

Even as entrepreneurs look for new business 
models, the bitcoin community has been working 
through some legacy issues, like the 2013 indict-
ment of the operator of Silk Road, an anything-
goes online market where drugs were peddled 
for bitcoins or the bankruptcy filing by Mt. Gox, 
a Tokyo-based exchange, after hackers pilfered 
850,000 bitcoins. Regulators are proving to be a 
bigger challenge than many entrepreneurs had 
hoped. Benjamin Lawsky, the New York state su-
perintendent of financial services, proposed ru-
les on digital currency companies that drew often
-unprintable reactions from bitcoin entrepreneurs 
before being scaled back. European banks were 
warned against handling bitcoins until new EU 
regulations take effect. The U.S. Internal Reve-
nue Service ruled that bitcoins would be treated 
as property, not currency — meaning that buying 
a USD2 cup of coffee with bitcoin you bought for 
$1 could trigger a capital gains tax. And the Bit-
coin Foundation is fighting an internal battle over 
whether supporters should focus on advocacy or 
improving the software that makes transactions 
in the currency possible.

Virtual currencies aren’t new — online fantasy 
games have long used them — but the develop-
ment  of a secure digital currency without a central 
issuer  rightly turned heads. The pseudonymous 
creator of the bitcoin system, Satoshi Nakamoto, 
solved a problem central to any currency: how to 
control its issuance, i.e., prevent counterfeiting. 
He also solved one specific hurdle for digital mo-
ney — how to stop users from spending the same 
unit of currency twice. His breakthrough idea in-
volves an online ledger that records every single 
bitcoin transaction, one maintained by a network 
of bitcoin “miners” whose computers perform 
the calculations that validate each transaction, 
preventing double-spending. The miners earn 
a reward of newly issued bitcoin. The pace of 
creation is limited, and no more than 21 million 
bitcoins will ever be issued. Bitcoins can be used 
to buy an ever-expanding list of things, including 
a Tesla sports car. That’s still a fraction of the 
fiat currency economy, but a band of well-funded 
startups with names like Coinbase, BitPay, Xapo 
and Bitgo are making it easier to exchange and 
store bitcoins safely.

A bitcoin boom early in 2014 led some to call it 
a bubble with no intrinsic value. But entrepreneu-
rs in the field say that focusing on the price of bit-
coins is missing the point — the currency’s value 
is as the basis of a new kind of payment system. 
Dreams of replacing the dollar aside, putting bit-
coins to work is a matter of applying enough time 
and money, they say. Convincing applications of 
the bitcoin system include moving money abroad 
and as a medium for micro-payments in emer-
ging countries. Tim Draper, a legendary Silicon 
Valley venture capitalist, bought about 30,000 bi-
tcoins from the U.S. government (they had been 
seized from Silk Road) and aims to help people 
break free from weak local currencies. But even 
some of the currency’s canniest boosters realize 
there is no guarantee that bitcoin ever will break 
into the monetary mainstream. Mike Hearn, a 
member of the core team that updates the bitcoin 
software, said that the “most plausible outcome” 
is that it retains only a niche appeal.

World Views 
Carter Dougherty, Bloomberg    

per than it was six mon-
ths ago. But the euro has 
slumped more, making 
most of continental Eu-
rope an even better bar-
gain. Travel writer Kepnes 
says Greece is attractive 
right now because hotels 
and tour operators have 
been slashing prices to fill 
rooms. The same thing is 
happening in Portugal and 
parts of Spain.

“Be the contrarian tra-
veler,” Kepnes says. “If 
you want to go to Europe, 
consider eastern or cen-
tral Europe, where prices 
are generally cheaper,” 
he says. He recommends 
going during the “shoulder 
season” — late spring or 
early fall — rather than in 
the peak summer season.

Demand for travel is so 
strong that most airlines 
don’t have to cut prices to 
sell seats.

“The summer fares are 
still very expensive,” says 
George Hobica, founder 
of travel website airfa-
rewatchdog.com. But air-
lines might cut prices this 
spring if the strong dollar 
discourages Europeans 
and Asians from flying to 
and from the U.S.

Hobica recommends 
checking foreign airlines. 
He says Etihad, Qatar 
Airways, Turkish Airlines 
and others sometimes of-
fer better prices to Europe 
than U.S. carriers do, al-
though they could include 
a distant stopover. AP

iraq A suicide blast 
targeting Iraqi security forces 
and subsequent clashes 
with Islamic State extremists 
yesterday killed at least 23 
troops and pro-government 
Sunni fighters in the 
country’s embattled western 
province of Anbar. More on p14

belgiuM The government 
says a rapist and murderer 
will not be granted his wish 
for assisted suicide this 
weekend but will instead 
be taken to a special 
facility for observation. 
Frank Van Den bleeken, 
who was found guilty of 
murder and rape in several 
cases and has been locked 
up for almost 30 years, 
would be given a chance 
for a “qualitatively decent 
life.” Van Den bleeken said 
he wants to die because 
he has no viable treatment 
options left and cannot 
control his sexual urges.

usa home values rose 
at a measured pace in 
November, a sign that 
demand remains weak 
as many buyers have 
been priced out of the 
market. Prices increased 
5.5 percent in November 
compared with 12 months 
earlier, real estate provider 
CoreLogic said yesterday.

usa Luxury handbag and 
accessories company 
Coach is expanding its 
footwear collection, buying 
Stuart Weitzman holdings 
LLC from private equity 
firm Sycamore Partners 
for about USD530 million. 
Coach Inc. will also 
make up to $44 million 
in contingent payments 
to Sycamore Partners if 
certain revenue targets 
are hit over the three years 
after the deal closes.

football Sepp blatter 
is facing a challenge from 
a 39-year-old Jordanian 
prince in his bid for a 
fifth term as president of 
soccer’s scandal-tainted 
governing body. Declaring 
that “it is time for a 
change,” FIFA VP Prince Ali 
bin al Hussein announced 
he will be a candidate for 
the FIFA presidency on 
May 29 in Zurich, where 
blatter will seek re-election 
at the age of 79. “This was 
not an easy decision,” the 
prince said in a single-page 
statement.

Arctic bears… Fewer ships sailed through Arctic waters in 2014. Thirty-one ships used the Northern 
Sea route over russia to sail between Europe and Asia and another 22 used part of the route, Alaska 

Public radio Network reported. In 2013, more than 70 vessels used the Northern Sea route. 

AP Photo/NoAA, Kathy Crane dEcisiVE mOmENT
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Tourists take pictures in front of rome’s ancient Colosseum
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