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WORLD BRIEFS

INDONESIA Divers and 
an unmanned underwater 
vehicle spot the tail of 
the AirAsia plane that 
crashed into the Java 
Sea with 162 people 
on board, an important 
finding because the jet’s 
black boxes are located 
in that part of the 
aircraft.  More on p13

SOUTH KOREA 
Prosecutors charge 
the former Korean Air 
Lines executive who 
notoriously kicked a 
crew member off a 
flight with violating 
aviation security 
law and hindering a 
gov’t investigation. 
Cho Hyun-ah, the 
daughter of the airline’s 
chairman, ordered a 
senior crewmember 
off a Dec. 5 flight 
after being offered 
macadamia nuts in a 
bag, instead of on a 
dish.

SRI LANKA The retired 
postal worker knows 
who he’s voting against 
in today’s presidential 
election. Like most 
ethnic Tamils in Sri 
Lanka, he cannot even 
imagine voting for 
the current president, 
Mahinda Rajapaksa 
(pictured), a man who 
solidified his power base 
by crushing a brutal 
Tamil insurgency and 
then largely ignored 
Tamil demands to heal 
the wounds of the 
decades-long civil war. 

More on  backpage

spaces for young artists to 
paint are lacking 

english beef promotion to 
last one month 

Australian artist Denis Murrell points 
out that aspiring artists face hurdles 
when trying to find a suitable place to 
paint

“English beef has made a comeback 
and is now featured in some of the 
finest establishments in HK and 
Macau,” the event’s promoters say
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TERROR HITS PARIS SATIRICAL NEWSPAPER, 12 DEAD

Satanic cartoons
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Masked gunmen stormed the offices of the French 
satirical newspaper Charlie Hebdo’s office, in Paris, 
yesterday killing at least 12 people before escaping, 
police and a witness said. The weekly has previously 
drawn condemnation from Muslims. Obama offers 
US help to bring terrorists to justice

 P14,15 FULL COVERAGE

hk rolls out 
new election 
plan, 
legislators 
stage 
walkout
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FOLLOWING complaints 
that the prenatal screening 

test for Down’s syndrome is no 
longer offered to expectant mo-
thers at local health centers, the 
Health Bureau (SSM) has promi-
sed that all pregnant women will 
be provided with the tests.

According to the maternal heal-
thcare handbook issued by the 
bureau, a free test to check the 
thickness of the fetus’ nuchal 
translucency will be offered to 
local pregnant women between 
10 and 14 weeks of gestation. It 
will be combined with a blood 
test that checks the AFP and hCG 
levels between 15 and 20 weeks 
of pregnancy.

“Either test promises accura-
cy at 70 percent for a Down’s 
syndrome diagnosis, and, when 
undertaken together, can increa-
se the diagnostic accuracy up to 
86 percent. These two tests will 
be made available for pregnant 
women below the age of 35.  For 
mothers above the age, we laun-
ched a DNA test service this year 

DURING his visit to Zhuhai and 
Zhongshan, Chief Executive Chui 

Sai On stated his belief that 2015 would 
be an important year to further inten-
sify the collaboration with Zhuhai. He 
also expressed his hope that the colla-
boration with Zhongshan will generate 
key tangible outcomes in the long-term 
cooperation between Guangdong and 
Macau.

In the meeting with Zhuhai govern-
ment officials, the CE said he believed 
this year would be an important one to 
further intensify bilateral goals. Such 
goals include strengthening industry 
diversification, expediting cross-boun-
dary infrastructures and capitalizing on 
the new boundary-crossing policy.

The Secretary for Economy and Finan-
ce, Lionel Leong, who also took part in 
the visit, said that the establishment of 
reputable traditional Chinese medicine 
centers in Macau - notably, the State 
Key Laboratory for Quality Research 
in Chinese Medicine, and the center set 
up by the World Health Organization - 
would enable its products to meet inter-
national standards so that they may be 

exported worldwide.
Meanwhile, Li Jia, Secretary of the 

committee of the Zhuhai Communist 
Party of China (CPC), commented that 
the next five years would be impor-
tant not only for Macau but also for 
Zhuhai. This is due to the introduction 
of the Hengqin Free Trade Zone and the 
completion of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai- 
Macau Bridge. He suggested both go-
vernments should better prepare for 
industry diversification, and establish 
effective mechanisms for the opportuni-
ties emerging in the inter-metropolitan 
areas of Hong Kong, Zhuhai and Macau.

After his talk with Zhuhai officials, 
Chui Sai On visited Zhongshan and met 
with the city’s CPC committee secretary, 
Xue Xiaofeng. The CE stated that he 
has received a positive response from 
the leaders in Beijing concerning dis-
cussions with Zhongshan, including the 
building of the Cuiheng New District. 
Alongside the Guangdong provincial 
government, Chui said Macau will strive 
to include projects in collaboration with 
Zhongshan into the Guangdong-Macau 
Cooperation Framework Agreement. 

THE Judiciary Poli-
ce (PJ) has detained 

a 30-year-old former 
restaurant head waiter 
who allegedly repla-
ced high value wines 
with low-cost ones and 
has profited more than 
RMB800,000 from the 
act.

Authorities were noti-
fied of the case on Mon-
day, when a representa-
tive from a hotel in the 
central area approached 
PJ headquarters with 
the suspect. The repre-
sentative claimed that 
the suspect was a head 
waiter in their hotel’s 
French restaurant until 
November last year. 

During stock-keeping 
in December, the res-
taurant found the labels 
of 50 bottles of red and 

white wines were dif-
ferent from the usual 
ones. After checking the 
wines, the restaurant 
suspected that the la-
bels of more expensive 
wines had been attached 
to low-cost wines. They 
also suspected that it 
is the former employee 
who committed the act. 
The restaurant then in-
quired about the issue to 
the suspect, who allege-
dly confessed the wrong-
doing. He also promised 
to turn himself in on 
Monday.

During the investiga-
tion, the restaurant told 
PJ that the 50 bottles 
of wine cost a total of 
HKD2.13 million. The 
suspect claimed that 
when he was working in 
the restaurant, he took 

those bottles and sear-
ched the internet for a 
sample of their labels. 
After creating the la-
bels with images found, 
the man had bought 50 
bottles of wine worth 
around MOP100 each on 
which he used the home- 
made images.

As for those 50 bo-
ttles he stole from the 
restaurant, the man 
was alleged to have 
sold 43 of them on the 
Internet with a profit 
of RMB804,250 from 
them. The remaining 
seven bottles were in 
the hands of a Japanese 
commission merchant. 
The suspect also clai-
med to have spent all the 
money. PJ will hand the 
man over to the Public 
Prosecution Office.

The SSM held a press conference on Tuesday evening, following the criticism made 
by a civic group under the Macau Federation of Trade Unions

Chui visits Zhongshan to 
intensify cooperation 

CRIME

Restaurant head waiter detained 
for substituting pricey wines

HEALTH 

Down’s syndrome screening to be made 
available to all pregnant women 

as an alternative that has higher 
accuracy,” clarified Chan Wai 
Sin, the SSM deputy director and 
Conde de São Januário Central 
Hospital (CHCSJ) director.

The SSM held a press conferen-
ce on Tuesday evening, following 
the criticism made by a civic 
group under the Macau Federa-
tion of Trade Unions (FOAM). 
They claimed that a turnover of 
medical personnel in the city’s 
public hospitals and health cen-
ters has hindered the timely deli-

very of nuchal translucency tests.
“We’ve received several com-

plaints that starting from Ja-
nuary 1, doctors at the health 
centers told expectant mothers 
that they will not provide preg-
nant women the opportunity to 
take the fetus’ nuchal translu-
cency test because they couldn’t 
arrange it for some reason,” 
revealed Mr Lam U Tou, vice 
chairman of the Choi In Tong 
Sam Association, during the 
group’s press conference Tues-

day morning.
“The need for technical accura-

cy in this test is relatively high, 
as outcomes can be affected by 
a millimeter. We learnt that the 
CHCSJ has lost three senior doc-
tors in its obstetrics department 
recently, so the manpower shor-
tage has led to a tight scheduling 
of the diagnostic screenings,” he 
added, “although the SSM res-
ponded by saying that the gap in 
manpower has been filled, it tri-
ggered more doubts in the com-
munity.”

Mr Lam further argued that 
the authorities seemed to im-
ply that the nuchal translucency 
test is unnecessary. “If this test 
is not provided on schedule, the 
mothers will face a higher risk of 
carrying a baby with Down’s syn-
drome,” he stressed, “the SSM 
should confirm that the efficacy 
of prenatal screening won’t decli-
ne due to manpower shortage.”

It is estimated by the SSM that 
there will be about 2,000 preg-
nant women in need of a prena-

tal checkup, including local re-
sidents and the floating popula-
tion. Mr Chan has stated that the 
Bureau has enough manpower to 
cope with the demand.

In recent years, Macau has 
seen a baby boom starting from 
the Year of Dragon (2012). 
Meanwhile, some experienced 
mothers have complained over a 
decline in the quality of both pre-
natal checks and pediatric ser-
vices.. “The government should 
make a plan to be deployed in 
advance to meet surging demand 
and be ready to ensure that servi-
ces to local mothers will not wor-
sen,” urged the group.

Asked whether local mothers 
will be prioritized in arranging 
the prenatal checkups, Mr Chan 
assured that “the public medical 
institutions shouldn’t select the 
pregnant women [based on their 
residency] and will treat them 
equally in conducting prenatal 
screening,” adding that the che-
ckups for local mothers are free 
of charge. BY
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THE deputy secre-
tary-general of the 
permanent secre-
tariat of Forum 

Macau, Rita Santos, has 
told Radio Macau that she 
will be retiring and ste-
pping down from her post 
in March.

The Secretary for Eco-
nomy and Finance, Lionel 
Leong, has accepted her re-
quest for early retirement. 

Ms Santos said that on 
March 3, she would be re-
quired to renew her con-
tract as coordinator of the 
Support Office for Forum 
Macau. “I decided to sub-
mit my retirement and to 
also ask for the termination 
of my contract as deputy 
secretary-general. I believe 
that, after so many years of 
[public] service, I need to 
devote [my time] to my fa-
mily,” she said.

Quoting people familiar 
with the matter, newspaper 
Hoje Macau reported last 
month that Ms Santos wou-
ld be leaving Forum Ma-
cau, to be replaced by Echo 
Chan, who is currently ser-
ving as the director of the 
Macau Trade and Invest-
ment Promotion Institute 
(IPIM). 

Ms Santos gave a positive 
review of Forum Macau’s 

THE Secretary for Administra-
tion and Justice, Sonia Chan, 

met yesterday with representatives 
of mainstream English, Chinese and 
Portuguese media outlets to “streng-

TCM announces 
salary hike, 
claims operation 
losses

A statement was released by the bus 
Sociedade de Transportes Colecti-

vos de Macau (TCM) in the Macau Dai-
ly announcing the company’s decision 
to increase the salaries of its drivers. It 
also claimed to have been suffering los-
ses, due to the fact that the Macau go-
vernment has yet to approve its applica-
tion for a higher service fee.

In the statement, TCM said that in or-
der to thank the drivers for their efforts, 
the board has decided to raise their sa-
laries by 10 percent, effective January 1 
this year. As for TCM employees in other 
positions, the statement said that their 
salaries would also be adjusted “in ac-
cordance with their performance”. 

Moreover, the bus operator said that it 
is experiencing losses because the gover-
nment did not approve its applications 
launched in 2012 and 2013 for a higher 
service fee. “Since the MSAR govern-
ment has yet to approve our application 
in 2012 and 2013 to adjust the annual 
service fee, our service fee… at present 
still remains at the 2011 level, while the 
salaries for drivers have accumulated a 
growth of 67 percent. We are operating 
(…) under the stress of serious losses,” 
it said.

Furthermore, TCM claimed that, in or-
der to maintain sufficient financial ca-
pability to provide a stable bus service, 
it has been operating a bus rental ser-
vice, utilizing buses that are not in ope-
ration. It also stated that all the drivers 
operating the rental buses are part-time 
drivers. TCM has confirmed that “the 
rental service does not have any negati-
ve impact on our provision of a bus ser-
vice to the public.” 

TCM deputy general manager Leong 
Mei Leng told Macau Daily that she ho-
pes the salary hike can attract new dri-
vers. She also claimed that the current 
average salary for TCM drivers is at least 
MOP3,000 higher than that for shuttle 
bus drivers. The company has already 
attracted two to three drivers. However, 
Leong said TCM still needs to hire arou-
nd 20 more drivers, as some of their dri-
vers will be retiring soon.  

Currently, the bus service concessions 
of both TCM and another bus operator,  
Transmac, are under the bus service 
operation model that came into effect in 
2011. Following the 2013 bankruptcy of 
Reolian, the third bus operator in Ma-
cau, the government has signed a new 
bus operation service contract with New 
Era, the operator that took over Reo-
lian. The authority claimed that it wou-
ld work towards changing the contracts 
with TCM and Transmac as soon as pos-
sible. JPL 

OFF THE RECORD

Secretary Chan wants 
open communication

then communication and understan-
ding between the Government and 
the press,” a note of Ms Chan’s office 
said.

The meeting was held to promote 

“government action transparency” 
while also “to hear the ideas and su-
ggestions of the heads of media orga-
nizations” in recognition of the need 
for “constant optimization of ser-
vices in the areas of administration 
and justice in order to better plan for 
the future.”

Secretary Chan considered that any 
policy or measure implemented by 
the government has “to seek the ci-
tizens’ understanding and support.” 
Therefore, as an intermediary be-
tween the parties, the media plays 
“an important role in gaining the 
understanding and the support of all 
society in order to create a brighter 
future,” stated Ms Chan’s office.

Ms Chan stressed that the gover-
nment is committed to setting up a 
healthy and efficient framework for 
disseminating news.

Secretary Chan thanked the media 
representatives for their opinions 
and suggestions, which she deemed 
to be “very constructive.”

More than 30 officials and repre-
sentatives from media outlets, inclu-
ding from MDT, were present at the 
meetings, which were also attended 
by the Chief of the Office for Admi-
nistration and Justice, Ms Yvon-
ne Iao Man Leng, along with other 
members of Sonia Chan’s team. MDT

Rita Santos leaves 
Forum Macau in March

Rita Santos (center)

work since its establish-
ment in 2003. She believes 
that the forum has helped 
mainland China recognize 
and acknowledge the im-
portance of the Portugue-
se-speaking countries, as 
well as the role played by 
the Macanese and Portu-
guese communities. Mo-
reover, Ms Santos stressed 
that Forum Macau has also 
contributed to reinforcing 
the status of the Portugue-
se language. 

More than simply working 
together with government 
departments, she believes 
that the focus of Forum 

Macau should be to further 
its cooperation with the 
private sector, thus contri-
buting to the diversifica-
tion of the city’s economy. 
“I believe that Macau busi-
nessmen should take more 
advantage of the role [Ma-
cau plays] as a platform 
[between China and the 
Portuguese-speaking coun-
tries,” she said.

The Forum for Economic 
and Trade Cooperation be-
tween China and the Portu-
guese-speaking Countries 
(the forum’s official name) 
was established to further 
multilateral relations. 

 
I decided to 
submit my 
retirement 
and to also 
ask for the 
termination of 
my contract 
as deputy 
secretary-
general
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Everyone at 
some point 
has already 
thought: ‘Oh I 
wish I could eat 
that food from 
that restaurant’ 
without having 
to leave home

SÉRGIO ALMEIDA

MACAU 澳聞

Drivers Needed

Requirement: Must be a Macau BIR holder
Must have a valid Macau drivers license

Monthly Salary between MOP15,000 and MOP20,000

Plse contact Ms. Juliana at 2883 3008

Catarina Pinto

SÉRGIO Almeida is striving 
to bring Macau’s residents 

closer to local restaurants. ‘Fai 
D Fai D,’ currently operating 
on a trial, aims to deliver clien-
ts’ favorite restaurant dishes to 
their homes or offices within an 
hour.

“Macau is a small and over-
crowded place with serious tra-
ffic issues. Small restaurants 
get easily packed at rush hours, 
and people who want to order 
take away sometimes have di-
fficulties in finding car park 
spaces,” said Sérgio, a local re-
sident.

Realizing that restaurants face 
challenges in operating their 
own delivery service, Sérgio 
thought that outsourcing such 
a service would be a more sui-
table option. 

The idea took shape six years 
ago, when he was still living 
in Beijing . A few months af-
ter moving back to Macau last 
year, his girlfriend ordered food 
using a similar type of service, 

Sérgio Almeida

‘Fai D Fai D’– bringing homes 
and restaurants closer

which Sérgio thought was an 
effective way to help people get 
their favorite dishes without 
having to leave their home.

In such a busy and crowded 
city, many face hurdles when 
trying to get their preferred lun-

ch option at the office as well, 
which makes Macau a perfect 
place to develop delivery ser-
vice projects, Sérgio stressed. 
“People who work in the NAPE 
area, for instance, have very li-
ttle options for lunch, and those 
available are usually full. Also, 
people who work until late in 
the evening and have no time 
to cook find themselves having 
the same delivery options,” he 
recalled, stating that ‘Fai D Fai 
D’ was created to broaden those 
options. 

“Everyone at some point has 
already thought: ‘Oh I wish I 
could eat that food from that 
restaurant’ without having to 
leave home. We hope to be the 
first thing that comes to these 
people’s minds when they want 
that,” he added.

But how does a food delivery 
service operate, particular-
ly in terms of charges? Sérgio 
clarified that it really depends 
on what type of service people 
request. “We have a couple of 
services on our website [www.
faidfaid.com]. The main servi-

ce we provide is an under one 
hour delivery from any restau-
rant [available on the website], 
which is free and we hope to 
keep it that way,” he said. 

The main service provided by 
‘Fai D Fai D’ does not require 
the client to pay an extra char-
ge, and the price of each dish 
remains the same as if ordered 
at the restaurant.

Other services include a pre-
mium delivery option, which 
comes at an extra cost. “We are 
requested to pick up food from 
restaurants that we don’t have 
an agreement with. Even thou-
gh we have had clients using 
this service already, it’s still 
quite new and subject to chan-
ges,” he acknowledged. 

‘Request a delivery’ is another 
option, which allows a client to 
request a delivery from any pla-
ce as long as it’s related to food 
and drinks. The price will de-
pend on how many people are 
needed to operate the delivery 
and the mode of transportation 
required, as well as the size of 
the order and distance.

Orders are currently placed 
via the company’s website, but 
they’re hoping to launch an app 
or call center at a later stage. 

‘Fai D Fai D’ is currently 
working with seven local res-
taurants, namely Boa Mesa 
(Portuguese food), Tacos (Me-
xican), LB Super Pollo, Metro-
pizza, Greens Kitchen & Jui-
cery, Doçuras e Ternuras and 
Fai D Catering. They are nego-
tiating cooperation with nine 
other restaurants. 

The main service is availab-
le between 11am and 3pm, as 
well as between 6pm and 8pm. 
The ‘request a delivery’ service 
is available between 11am and 
10pm. 
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In some cases, 
they would call 
this blackmail

J. RANDALL JONES
LAWYER FOR SANDS CHINA

MACAU澳聞

 ad

Edvard Pettersson

SANDS China Ltd.’s 
secret investigation of 
Macau government of-
ficials, allegedly orde-

red by its Chairman Sheldon 
Adelson, is fair game in the 
feud between the billionaire 
and the casino operator’s for-
mer top executive.

Steven Jacobs, locked in a 
four-year battle with Adelson, 
yesterday won the right to use 
a report on the probe in his 
wrongful-termination lawsuit. 
Jacobs contends he was ous-
ted in 2010 as chief executive 
officer of the China unit of Las 
Vegas Sands Corp. because he 
clashed with Adelson over de-
mands he collect information 
on Macau officials to exert “le-
verage” on them.

Jacobs claims the report by 
a Hong Kong risk consultant, 
and two others on alleged ties 
between Sands China associa-
tes and Chinese organized cri-
me, will expose the company 
to “serious political and legal 
problems.” Sands argued that 
Jacobs “stole” the documents 
when he was fired, and that 
they should be legally off-limi-
ts for use in the lawsuit.

Nevada District Judge Eli-
zabeth Gonzalez, at a hearing 
yesterday in Las Vegas, ruled 
Jacobs can use the reports 
while ordering that they be 
treated as confidential infor-
mation, meaning they may 
not become public. Sands had 
asked for them to be treated as 
highly confidential, meaning 
only attorneys and the judge 
could see them.

“In some cases, they would 
call this blackmail,” J. Randall 
Jones, a lawyer for Sands Chi-
na, said of Jacobs’s effort to 
use the information. The case 
has been bogged down over 
the question of whether Jaco-
bs can sue the Chinese subsi-
diary in Nevada. Sands says 
the unit doesn’t do business in 
the U.S.

Jones said Jabobs wants to 
use the reports’ “sensitive in-
formation” as leverage against 
Adelson to gain a financial 

Steven Jacobs

COURTS

Jacobs authorized to use 
secret investigation report

advantage. Gonzalez rejected 
Jones’s request to hold a se-
parate evidentiary hearing on 
whether the reports are re-
levant to the question of the 
case belonging in Las Vegas. 
She set a hearing for April 20 
to consider whether Las Vegas 
is the proper location.

Todd Bice, a lawyer for Ja-

cobs, told the judge that the 
reports are relevant because 
they demonstrate who was 
really in charge in Macau, na-
mely the Las Vegas-based pa-
rent company. The company 
has conceded that at least two 
of the reports were commis-
sioned by Las Vegas Sands 
Corp.

“These documents substan-
tiate what Mr. Jacobs said was 
going on in Macau,” Bice said. 
Sands wants to keep them un-
der wraps because they are 
embarrassing and contradict 
Adelson’s public statements, 
Bice said.

“I never asked or authorized 
Jacobs to conduct a private in-

vestigation of or ‘create a dos-
sier’ on Macanese officials,” 
Adelson said in his court de-
claration. “We believe unequi-
vocally that Jacobs initiated 
the investigation on his own 
for his own purposes.”

Jacobs contends Sands en-
gaged in “a game of doubles-
peak,” because the company 
first disavowed any involve-
ment in the reports and later 
argued they should remain 
confidential or be barred as 
evidence. Jacobs returned at 
least some of the original do-
cuments to Sands and kept co-
pies for himself, according to 
court records.

A second report Sands wan-

ted to keep out of court was 
a background investigation 
of Cheung Chi Tai, an alleged 
member of a Hong Kong orga-
nized-crime group known as a 
triad who has been involved in 
operating VIP rooms in Macau 
casinos.

According to Hong Kong 
court records, Cheung was 
one of the owners of Neptune 
Group Ltd., a listed company 
that has invested in junket 
operators. According to Nep-
tune’s 2014 annual report, it 
operated VIP clubs at Sands 
China properties.

A U.S. Senate investigati-
ve committee has identified 
Cheung as one of the nine lea-
ders of the Wo Hop To Triad, 
the Justice Department said 
in a court filing.

Jacobs, in a revised version 
of his lawsuit filed Dec. 22, 
claims one of the issues he 
and Adelson clashed over was 
whether the board of directors 
should be informed about fin-
dings related to media reports 
that the company was conduc-
ting business with Chinese or-
ganized crime syndicates.

The third document Sands 
sought to keep sealed is a 
background check on Heu-
ng Wah Kong, also known as 
Charles Heung, a Hong Kong 
movie producer.

Vickers, former comman-
der of the Royal Hong Kong 
Police’s Criminal Investiga-
tion Bureau, spoke at an April 
symposium at the University 
of California at Berkeley about 
the role of organized crime in 
moving money from mainland 
China, where gambling is ille-
gal, to Macau, where visitors 
are restricted from bringing 
large amounts of cash with 
them. Bloomberg 
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 MACAU澳聞

Catarina Pinto

AUSTRALIAN 
artist Denis 
Murrell is con-
vinced that Ma-

cau has “a lot of untapped 
[artistic] talent”. Howe-
ver, the city is currently 
lacking studio spaces for 
young artists to develop 
their skills.

Rental prices, he recal-
led, have increased at 
such a rapid pace that as-
piring artists face hurdles 
when trying to find a sui-
table place to paint. 

Based in Macau since 
1989, Denis Murrell has 
been teaching some of his 
students a self-developed 
technique that combines 
the use of acrylic paint 
and absorbent tissue. 
Some of his works, along 
with those of his students, 
are now on display at the 
Rui Cunha Foundation.

The exhibition, entit-
led “Starting Point: Denis 
Murrell and His Young Ar-
tists’ Paintings,” will be on 
display until January 31. 

“We have a group of peo-
ple who have just started 
painting for enjoyment 
and have so far managed 
to do this very well. They 
can become artists, but 
they need to keep pain-
ting. And that’s the main 
problem in Macau: there 
are no longer places for 
painting because of ren-
tals,” he stressed.

Mr Murrell revealed 
that rental prices have 
increased to such an ex-
tent where “nobody can 

João Pedro Lau

BEEF may be considered a 
very common ingredient. 

But if the cattle are raised in the 
right conditions, it can result in 
an excellent quality of beef ideal 
for a variety of dishes.

Collaborating with 13 restau-
rants in Macau and Hong Kong, 
EBLEX, the English beef and 
lamb industry association, will 
be organizing a month-long En-
glish beef promotion between 
January 12 and February 12.

“English beef has made a co-
meback and is now featured 
in some of the finest establish-
ments in Hong Kong and Ma-
cau. We’re encouraged by the 
response we’ve received and 
especially pleased that the two 
restaurants in Macau are now 
part of our efforts,” said Jean 
Pierre Garnier, head of export 
services at EBLEX.

Besides delicious meals, the 
promotion includes a “Shoot- 
Check-Win” feature. Restau-

Denis Murrell (center)

 
English Beef 
has made a 
comeback and 
is now featured 
at some of 
the finest 
establishments 
in Hong Kong 
and Macau

JEAN PIERRE GARNIER

Poached English beef brisket with organic tofu, glass noodles and red miso broth 
(Jing Ying - City of Dreams)

English beef promotion to last one month 

rant guests are encouraged 
to take photos of the promo-
tional dishes, upload them to 
a specially created Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/
Englishbeef) and invite their 
friends to like them. The pictu-

res with the most likes will be in 
the running to win restaurant 
vouchers of up to HK$4,000.

The Times has talked to Chef 
Calvin Soh, the director of 
culinary operation, food and 
beverage of Melco Crown En-

tertainment.  He said that the 
difference between English beef 
and other beef available on the 
market is its flavor. “You can 
really taste the beef’s flavor. 
Some beef [is good for their] 
texture and tenderness” he said.

Chef Soh said the beef’s texture 
can be softened using a variety of 

techniques. “But the taste, you can 
never create a beef taste”, he said. 
“So, for English beef, it is the taste 
and flavor that I like the most.”

The Jin Ying in the City of 
Dreams Macau, alongside the 
Ying in Altira Macau, are the 
two restaurants that will parti-
cipate in this promotion. Chef 
Soh has introduced to the Ti-
mes the dish “poached English 
beef with organic tofu, glass 
noodles and red miso broth” 
from Jin Ying. He said that due 
to the excellent quality of En-
glish beef, they have decided to 
poach the beef slowly at a low 
temperature. “It’s a little bit like 
the Vietnam boiled beef”, the 
chef said. “So you can really tas-
te the softness of the meat”.

Currently, there are three En-
glish beef brands in Hong Kong – 
   Ashdale, C&K Meats and Sta-
pleton Park. All are from cattle 
raised entirely on grass and kept 
outdoors most of the year. They 
are from the English part of the 
UK – from Cornwall in the sou-
thwest to Kent in the southeast 
all the way up to Northumber-
land and Cumbria in the north - 
bordering on Scotland in the 
north and Wales in the west.

Macau lacks spaces for young 
artists to paint, says Denis Murrell

afford to get a studio, 
even as a group.” He ad-
ded that a while ago, a 
group of artists would 
collaborate and pay for 
a space in an industrial 
building. However, now 
that owners of old fac-
tories have realized the 

surge in demand for such 
places, rental prices have 
gone up. 

“Owners suddenly rea-
lized that artists were 
looking for empty facto-
ries.  Prices went up and 
now they have no one 
renting them,” he added.

The exhibition at Rui 
Cunha Foundation com-
bines artworks by Denis 
Murrell and several of 
his students, some who 
were enrolled in painting 
workshops he conducted 
at the Macau Museum of 
Art. 

Although relatively ine-
xperienced, Murrell’s 
students have managed 
to learn and apply his 
technique. The Austra-
lian painter said that “the 
standard of the painting 
series [on display] is very 
high, as they’ve achieved 

great things in a short pe-
riod of time.”

Helen Leong, one of his 
students, said she had 
always been intrigued 
by his technique, and 
therefore enrolled at the 
Macau Museum of Art 
workshops as soon as the 
opportunity arose. The 
freedom such a technique 
permits was what attrac-
ted her. “I knew Denis for 
many years and I knew 
he had a special painting 
technique. It was easy for 
me because this techni-
que is very free, I didn’t 
have to think about what 
I wanted it to become, 
we can do anything we 
want,” she said.

Candice Chi Lok, one 
of Murrell’s English lan-
guage students, said this 
is the first time she has 
attempted painting. “I 
think it’s quite easy for 
beginners, because I had 
no previous experience 
and still managed to learn 
the technique,” she said.

Dennis Murrell conclu-
ded by saying that this is 
“a very unusual exhibi-
tion” due to the limited 
opportunities available 
for students and teachers 
to display their work to-
gether.
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corporate bits
Cathay Pacific Airways annou-

nced yesterday that it has ex-
panded the code-sharing agree-
ment with the Flybe Group, ena-
bling passengers travelling from 
Hong Kong to be connected to 
to four destinations in the United 
Kingdom (UK) via Amsterdam or 
Paris. Flybe is a British regional 
airline group based in Exeter in 
the south-west of England.

Under the new code-sharing 
agreement, Cathay Pacific’s 
“CX” code will be used on selec-
ted Flybe flights between Ams-
terdam and Birmingham / Sou-
thampton, and between Paris 
and Birmingham / Manchester / 
Exeter. Tickets for the new code
-sharing services will be availab-
le from Jan. 12, 2015.

According to Xinhua, “the ar-
rangement will provide more 
choice, greater convenience and 
improved connectivity for pas-

cathay pacific expands code-sharing 
agreement with flybe

sengers traveling through the 
Hong Kong hub to the UK.”

This also marks the first time 
that Birmingham has been in-
cluded in Cathay Pacific’s code
-sharing network. Passengers 
traveling to and from the city 
- located in the West Midlands - 
can take advantage of this new 

arrangement. Cathay Pacific 
and Flybe already have a co-
de-sharing agreement covering 
selected Flybe domestic flights 
between Manchester and seven 
destinations in the UK, namely 
Aberdeen, Belfast, Edinburgh, 
Exeter, Inverness, the Isle of 
Man and Southampton.

Sands Resorts Cotai Strip Ma-
cao (Sands Resorts), recently 
launched its new Sands Resorts 
Passes. Starting at HKD/MOP 
399, the pass offers savings 
of up to 25 per cent for an as-
sortment of entertainment, sho-
pping, dining and leisure expe-
riences at The Venetian Macao; 
Conrad, Sheraton and Holiday 
Inn at Sands® Cotai Central; 
and Four Seasons Hotel Macao, 
Cotai Strip.

 There are two types of Sands 
Resorts Passes available: the 
Sands Resorts Pass and the 
Sands Resorts Luxury Pass.  
The Luxury Pass offers greater 
discounts at a wider number of 
outlets.

 At the heart of Macau’s 
bustling entertainment and hos-
pitality district, Sands Resorts 

sands offers discounts on shopping, dining and leisure

– comprising of The Venetian 
Macao; Conrad Macao, Cotai 
Central; Sheraton Macao Hotel, 
Cotai Central; Holiday Inn Macao 
Cotai Central; and Four Seasons 
Hotel Macao, Cotai Strip – offers 

more than 9,000 guest rooms 
and suites to suit all budgets and 
tastes. There are over 100 in-
ternational restaurants and over 
600 duty-free shopping options 
and spas. 

BUSINESS 分析

Lukanyo Mnyanda

THE euro dropped for 
a fourth day versus 
the dollar, the longest 
streak in two months, 

as consumer prices in the re-
gion fell more than economis-
ts predicted and strengthened 
the case for asset purchases by 
the European Central Bank.

A dollar gauge climbed to the 
highest since 2005 as a private 
report showed U.S. companies 
added more workers than fo-
recast in December before the 
Federal Reserve releases mi-
nutes of its last meeting amid 
signs policy makers are mo-
ving toward raising interest 
rates. The 19-nation shared 
currency reached a nine-year 
low amid speculation the ECB 
will announce a sovereign
-bond buying program as ear-
ly as this month. Brazil’s real 
led advances among major 
currencies.

“The ECB has been on a tra-
jectory toward full QE for 
some time now and all their 
statements are telling us 
they’re about to pull the trig-
ger, either on Jan. 22 or, at the 
latest, the meeting after that,” 
said Sonja Marten, a currency 
strategist at DZ Bank AG in 
Frankfurt, referring to quanti-
tative easing, or bond buying. 
“For the euro, we’ve had a 
pretty tough couple of weeks. 
Looking at the next few weeks, 
the bias is going to remain 
very much on the downside.”

The euro dropped 0.5 per-
cent to USD1.1835 at 8:43 
a.m. in New York and touched 
$1.1819, the weakest level sin-
ce 2006. The euro gained 0.3 
percent versus Japan’s cur-
rency to 141.24 yen. It slipped 
2.9 percent in the previous 
three days. The dollar stren-
gthened 0.8 percent to 119.30 
yen.

Intercontinental Exchange 
Inc.’s U.S. Dollar Index, which 
tracks the currency against six 
major peers, rose 0.6 percent 
to 92.021 after climbing to 

An employee drops freshly struck Lithuanian one euro coins into a collection tray in the Bank of Lithuania mint in Vilnius

 The dollar 
extended 
gains after 
companies 
in the U.S. 
added 241,000 
workers in 
December

Euro falls as consumer 
prices drop most since 2009

92.118, the highest level since 
December 2005.

The dollar extended gains 
after companies in the U.S. 
added 241,000 workers in 
December, figures from the 
Roseland, New Jersey-ba-
sed ADP Research Institute 

showed yesterday. The median 
projection of 45 economists 
surveyed by Bloomberg called 
for an advance of 225,000. Es-
timates ranged from gains of 
185,000 to 310,000.

Labor Department data in 
two days may show private 
payrolls climbed by 228,000 
workers last month as the jo-
bless rate fell to a 6 1/2-year 
low of 5.7 percent, according 
to Bloomberg surveys.

Yesterday’s Fed minutes may 
offer insight into the meaning 
of the central bank’s guidance 
that it will be “patient” when 
considering the timing of the 
first rate increase since 2006. 
After its Dec. 16-17 gathering, 
Chair Janet Yellen said the 
Fed was unlikely to raise bor-
rowing costs at the next cou-

ple of meetings, in January 
and March.

Consumer prices in the cur-
rency bloc dropped 0.2 per-
cent in December, the Euro-
pean Union’s statistics office 
in Luxembourg said yester-
day. That’s the lowest rate 
since September 2009. Eco-
nomists in a Bloomberg sur-
vey predicted a decline of 0.1 
percent. Unemployment held 
at 11.5 percent in November, 
Eurostat said in a separate re-
port. 

The common currency has 
weakened 0.7 percent in the 
past month compared with a 
3.5 percent gain for the dollar 
among 10 developed-nation 
currencies tracked by Bloom-
berg Correlation- Weighted 
Indexes. That’s reflecting the 

divergence in their monetary 
policy outlook as the U.S. eco-
nomy recovers and Europe’s 
stagnates.

With officials in Frankfurt 
led by ECB President Mario 
Draghi working on a plan to 
buy government bonds, the 
currency has also been weake-
ned by renewed political tur-
moil in Greece. The country 
is set for elections this mon-
th that may bring into power 
a party opposed to austerity 
measures that are a condition 
of the nation’s financial bai-
lout.

Paris was put on the highest 
terrorist alert after at least 12 
people were killed in shootin-
gs at the offices of the French 
satirical weekly Charlie Heb-
do in eastern Paris. Four more 
people are in a critical state 
and an additional 20 have 
been injured, police said.

A slide in Greek bonds yes-
terday sent the 10-year yield 
above 10 percent for the first 
time since September 2013. 
“With Draghi looking increa-
singly likely to override Ger-
man objections to QE at the 
Jan. 22 ECB meeting and the 
U.S. economy firmly on track 
for higher interest rates this 
year, any euro bounces should 
be modest,” said Sean Callow, 
a currency strategist at West-
pac Banking Corp. in Sydney.

The real advanced 0.8 per-
cent to 2.6798 per dollar, the 
strongest level on a closing ba-
sis since the end of 2014. Swap 
rates, a gauge of expectations 
for changes in borrowing cos-
ts, decreased 0.05 percentage 
point to 12.73 percent on the 
contract maturing in January 
2016. Bloomberg
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PORTUGUESE group 
Sonae has boosted the 

internationalization of its 
specialized retail busines-
ses by opening the first 
MO store in Mozambique, 
the first in sub-Saharan 
Africa, said the chief exe-
cutive of Sonae SR, Miguel 

GUINEA-BISSAU is this year expected 
to export about 200,000 tons of cashew 

nuts, according to a forecast from the Minis-
try of Trade and Crafts, cited by the Portu-
guese News Network.

The official forecast is based on the tonnage 
exported in 2014, around 136,000 tons, and 
an additional 20,000 tons that were inter-
cepted in the port of Bissau for illegal export 
and more than 70,000 tons that were seized 
along the northern border with Senegal.

“The mechanisms that we are already pre-
paring for this year will allow these values   
to be added and to have a single figure, whi-
ch may exceed 200,000 tons of exported 
cashew nuts,” a ministry source told PNN.

At a meeting held in Bissau on 11 and 12 
December, participants identified four ma-
jor constraints to the normal course of the 
cashew campaign, including poor access 
roads for selling cashew nuts, high export 
taxes, the exchange of cashew nuts for low 
quality rice, disrespecting parity in trading 
and the major constraints on monitoring.  
MDT/Macauhub

Guinea-Bissau 
expected to export 
200,000 tons of 
cashew nuts 

Portuguese group Sonae 
expands to Mozambique

Mota Freitas.
The MO brand is now 

present in five countries – 
Spain, Portugal, Malta, Bul-
garia and Mozambique and, 
according to the statement 
from Sonae SR, of the Sonae 
group “MO also exports its 
products to France, Belgium 

and Romania, where the 
brand is sold in other retail 
stores. “

The first store of Sonae 
SR’s clothing brand in Africa 
is located in Maputo, the ca-
pital and largest city in Mo-
zambique, which is also the 
country’s main financial, bu-

siness and shopping centre.
With an area of   500 square 

metres, the store was ope-
ned via a franchise scheme, 
although the investor has 
not been identified. The sto-
re is located on one of the 
city’s main streets and of-
fers clothing and other items 
adapted to the local climate 
and culture.

In addition to MO, Sonae 
SR also owns the Zippy 
chain, specialising in chil-
dren’s clothing and child-
care articles, which is pre-
sent in 18 countries, with 
more than 100 stores.  MDT/
Macauhub

 The first 
store of 
Sonae SR’s 
clothing brand 
in Africa is 
located in 
Maputo
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Pedestrians carry shopping bags as they exit Alexa Mall, operated by Union Asset Management Holding AG and 
Sonae Sierra Brasil SA, ahead of Christmas in Berlin, Germany
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 DJI Tech has 
grown from 
20 to 2,800 
employees, 
including 
Chinese, 
Americans and 
Koreans at its 
headquarters in 
Shenzhen and 
at outposts in 
LA, Tokyo and 
Frankfurt
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CHINA 中國

Joe McDonald
Business Writer, Shenzhen

AN amateur photographer in 
Portsmouth, New Hampshi-

re, drew crowds when he used a 
drone mini-helicopter made by 
China's DJI Technology Co. to 
capture images of historic chur-
ch steeples and other sights.

"I get some amazing photos 
with it," said Scott Richard-
son, a voice teacher who bou-
ght DJI's four-rotor Phan-
tom 2 Vision+ model in May. 
"With a drone, you can hover 
three feet above the steeple 
and get a picture you can't get 
any other way."

Founded in 2009 by an engi-
neer with a childhood love of 
radio-controlled model pla-
nes, DJI has become the wor-
ld's biggest supplier of civilian 
drones — possibly the first 
Chinese company to achieve 
that status in any consumer 
industry.

It has grown from 20 em-
ployees to a workforce of 
2,800, including Chinese, 
Americans and Koreans at its 
headquarters in this southern 
Chinese city and at outpos-
ts in Los Angeles, Tokyo and 
Frankfurt, Germany.

"It's really amazing what 
they have managed to do," 
said industry analyst Maryan-
na Saenko of Lux Research 
Inc. in Boston.

From the start, DJI was "very 
polished, had just the right ca-
pabilities and the right price 
point" — less than USD1,000 
when most rivals cost at least 
$5,000, Saenko said. "They 
hit the sweet spot."

DJI's latest model, the Ins-
pire 1, released in November, 
carries a camera that can send 
live video to a smartphone, 
with a GPS system to compen-
sate for wind and hold it still 
in midair.

The company is part of an 
emerging wave of Chinese 
startups in fields such as robo-
tics, clean energy and telecom-
munications. The Communist 
Party hopes they transform 
this country from the world's 
low-wage factory into a crea-
tor of profitable technology.

DJI and its rivals, including 
France's Parrot SA and 3D Ro-
botics Inc. of the United Sta-
tes, foresee demand for dro-
nes to shoot movies and news 
footage, survey farmland or 
oilfields, inspect power lines 
and oil pipelines and give fi-
refighters a bird's-eye view of 
burning buildings.

Privately owned DJI, based 
in Shenzhen, on the outskir-
ts of Hong Kong, declined to 

ECUADOR'S state-run 
news agency says the 

Andean country has secu-
red a USD5.3 billion line of 
credit from China to help it 
cope with a budget short-
fall caused by plunging oil 
prices.

Yesterday's announce-
ment by Andes quoted 
Finance Minister Fausto 
Herrera as saying the mo-
ney would be used for so-
cial spending, infrastructu-
re and irrigation.

It comes as President 
Rafael Correa begins an 
official visit to China, his 
country's principal credi-
tor.

Lower petroleum prices 
have forced Ecuador to cut 
its budget by $1.4 billion, 
impose tariffs on impor-
ts from neighboring Peru 
and Colombia and revoke 
a 5 percent raise that state 
employees were to have re-
ceived this year.

The credit line comes 
from China's Eximbank, 
which is already financing 
hydroelectric projects in 
Ecuador.

GRENADA'S prime 
minister says the eas-

tern Caribbean island will 
only have to pay half of 
a USD22 million debt it 
owes Taiwan.

Keith Mitchell said earlier 
this week that the govern-
ment of Taiwan agreed to 
a payment plan for loans 
it awarded over a 10-year 
period.

Taiwan's Export-Import 
Bank had been seeking 
sought to recover $22 
million from Grenada for 
loans taken out for a sports 
stadium, road construction 
projects and other develo-
pments.

Grenada severed ties 
with Taiwan in 2005 and 
sided with China as it sou-
ght funds following heavy 
damage by Hurricane Ivan 
in 2004. AP

Grenada 
reaches 
deal to pay 
only half of 
USD22M it 
owes Taiwan 

OIL PRICE WOES

Ecuador 
gets USD5.3 
billion China 
credit

A DJI Technology Co.’s Inspire 1 drone flies against the backdrop of a DJI’s advertisement board during a demonstration in 
Shenzhen, south China’s Guangdong province

SHENZHEN

Chinese upstart takes lead in 
fast-growing drone market

disclose sales or profit figures. 
But founder Frank Wang told 
the South China Morning Post 
in Hong Kong that revenue in 
2013 was $131 million. The 
company says revenue grows 
by 300 to 500 percent a year.

For professional use, DJI 
launched its Spreading Wings 
series of bigger copters with 
up to eight rotors last year. 
They offer advanced steering 
and image-stabilizing systems 
and sell for up to $10,000.

Richardson, a former news 
photographer, said he got on 

DJI's waiting list for the latest 
Phantom model as soon as he 
read about it.

"I use it mostly to take pictu-
res from vantage points that 
you couldn't get any other 
way," he said. Portsmouth's 
North Church has been arou-
nd since the 1600s, but he gets 
photos of it that "have never 
been taken, ever."

In February 2012, DJI relea-
sed its first full-fledged dro-
ne, the spindly Flame Wheel. 
Later that year, it added a 
camera to the first Phantom 
after seeing customers mount 
GoPro Inc.'s wearable video 
cameras on their drones.

Since then, research has 
spread to include cameras, 
software for imaging and con-
trol and stabilization systems. 
Expanding beyond drones, the 
company has used its know
-how in stabilizing images 
to create the Ronin, a han-
d-held camera mount. Priced 
at $3,000, it is marketed as a 
lower-cost alternative to stea-
dy cam systems used by film 
and TV studios.

The company has opened its 
software-development pro-
cess to outsiders to create ad-
ditional tools. A Swiss softwa-
re maker, Pix4D, has designed 
an application to transform 
images shot by DJI or other 
drones into three-dimensio-

nal maps. Huawei says its next 
smartphone model will have 
an app to control a DJI drone 
and receive live video.

In October, the company 
briefly entered American pop 
culture when characters on 
the "South Park" cartoon used 
a video-equipped drone mo-
deled on DJI's Phantom to spy 
paparazzi-style on their nei-
ghbors.

DJI rolls out new models as 
little as five months apart, a 
rapid pace that reflects inten-
se competition with smaller 
brands promising lower prices 
and more features.

"The development cycle is 
tricky," company spokesman 
Michael Perry said. Referring 
to the Inspire 1, he said, "One 
of the main reasons we wan-
ted to get this out is, we didn't 
want anyone else to do it first."

Unusually for a startup, DJI 
handles almost every step of 
its process itself, from resear-
ch and production through 
worldwide sales and repairs. 
That has led to complaints as 
repair centers struggle to keep 
pace with sales.

Richardson had to wait 2 ½ 
months for his radio control 
unit to be returned after a 
broken switch was replaced.

"I'm very happy with the pro-
duct," he said, "but costumer 
service wasn't so great." AP
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 Guo was detained at 
a time when Hong Kong 
protesters were demanding 
universal suffrage
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The walkout 
is to signify 
our protest 
against this 
government 
that’s been 
cheating 
people on the 
political reform 
front

CLAUDIA MO
LEGISLATOR

CHINA中國

Jack Chang & Kelvin M. Chan, 
Hong Kong

PRO-DEMOCRACY 
legislators walked out 
of the much-awaited 
start of a debate on 

democratic reforms in Hong 
Kong yesterday to protest 
the government's intention 
to stick with a plan to screen 
all candidates in an election 
of the city's top executive in 
2017, an issue that sparked 
massive recent street protests.

Chief Secretary Carrie Lam, 
the city's No. 2 official, ope-
ned the consultation with a 
speech in the territory's Le-
gislative Council. Lawmakers 
aligned with the pro-democra-
cy movement calling for free 
elections immediately raised 
yellow umbrellas — symbols 
of the street protests — and 
walked out.

Pro-democracy legislators 
hold 40 percent of the seats, 
enough to block the election 
plan. However, that would 
only preserve a status quo that 
is also unappetizing to demo-
cracy activists. Currently, the 
chief executive is chosen by an 
elite committee that is friendly 
to central Chinese authorities.

The pro-democracy legisla-
tors accuse leaders in Hong 
Kong and mainland China of 
breaking promises to let the 
city choose its chief executive 
through universal suffrage by 
2017. The central Chinese go-
vernment pledged such a vote 
when the financial hub was 
handed from colonial British 
to Chinese rule in 1997 under 
a form of autonomy dubbed 
"one country, two systems."

"The walkout is to signify 
our protest against this go-
vernment that's been cheating 
Hong Kong people on the po-
litical reform front," said le-
gislator Claudia Mo, who joi-
ned the protest. "We tried for 
years, democrats in general to 
try to appease Beijing and play 
it soft and try to be negotiable 
and it's all to no avail and now 
we know we need to stand firm 
for our younger generation."

An earlier consultation from 

A Chinese scholar who 
helped an activist 

escape house arrest has 
been arrested on the 
charge of operating an 
illegal business, nearly 
three months after he 
was taken into police 
custody, his lawyer said 
yesterday.

Guo Yushan, founder 
of the nongovernmental 
think tank Transition 
Institute, was arrested 
on Saturday, said the 

Pro-democracy legislators holding yellow umbrellas walk out of the Legislative chamber to show their protest in Hong Kong

HONG KONG

Pro-democracy lawmakers 
walk out of LegCo

China arrests scholar on charge 
of running illegal business 

December 2013 to May 2014 
was followed by a report an-
nounced in August that re-
commended the Beijing-ba-
cked plan for a panel to screen 
all candidates. The panel is 
generally believed to favor the 
central government.

Lam urged the pro-democra-
cy legislators to take part in 
the consultation and argued 
that a popular vote, even un-
der Beijing's rules, would be 
an important step forward for 
the city's democracy.

"I urge the members to think 
twice and not completely des-
troy the limited space for po-
litical discussion even before 
the second consultation has 
started," Lam said to a half- 

empty chamber.
The Hong Kong government 

said in a report Tuesday that 
it remains committed to the 
Beijing-crafted plan. That plan 
prompted thousands of protes-
ters to block streets in Hong 
Kong for more than two mon-
ths demanding open nomina-
tions for the chief executive.

The report noted that "consti-
tutional development is an ex-
tremely controversial issue," 
but said it was the "common 
aspiration" of Hong Kong's 
residents, its government and 
Beijing authorities to hold the 
election according to the city's 
own Basic Law and the central 
government's plan.

The council must approve 

any election plan by a two-
thirds majority, and then sub-
mit it to authorities in Beijing.

Willy Lam, a political analyst 
at Chinese University in Hong 
Kong, said city officials are 
now trying to persuade at least 
four of the 27 pro-democracy 
legislators to support the go-
vernment plan, which would 
give the proposal enough su-
pport to pass. The city's chief 
secretary mentioned in her 
speech concessions such as 
opening up the nominating 
committee to more sectors of 
society.

"There is still some room for 
change which could persuade 
some of these soft pan-demo-
cratic legislators," Lam said. AP

lawyer, Li Jin.
In 2012, Guo helped 

the blind activist Chen 
Guangcheng travel to 
Beijing after Chen esca-
ped from house arrest in 
an eastern Chinese villa-

While in Beijing, Chen 
sought shelter in the U.S. 
Embassy, and Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, then 
the U.S. secretary of sta-
te, managed to negotiate 
for him to go to the Uni-
ted States.

Guo's Transition Insti-
tute conducted research 
on social and economic 
issues in China, but Bei-
jing authorities, citing 
lack of proper registra-
tion, shut down the orga-

nization in 2013.
Guo was detained at a 

time when Hong Kong 
protesters were deman-
ding universal suffrage 
in elections for the se-

miautonomous city's top 
official. Dozens of other 
people also were detai-
ned for showing support 
for the protesters.

It is unclear whether 
Guo's arrest is related to 
the Hong Kong protests. 
He is not known to have 
made any public com-
ments in support of the 
pro-democracy move-
ment.

Beijing police did not 
immediately respond to 
a faxed request for com-
ment on his arrest.

Li, the lawyer, decli-
ned to discuss the char-
ge, saying she had yet to 
meet with Guo in deten-
tion. AP

ge. Chen's daring esca-
pe and his recounting of 
brutal treatment by local 
officials embarrassed the 
Chinese government just 
as it was preparing for hi-
gh-level China-U.S. talks.

Guo Yushan
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 ‘I want to go 
back,’ Kim, 41, 
said during a 
recent interview 
in the shelter 
near Mokpo, 
the gateway to 
dozens of salt 
islands where 
a months-long 
investigation 
by AP found 
that slavery still 
thrives
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Foster Klug & Kim Tong-Hyung, 
Mokpo

LIFE as a salt-farm slave 
was so bad Kim Jong-seok 

sometimes fantasized about 
killing the owner who beat him 
daily. Freedom, he says, has 
been worse.

In the year since police eman-
cipated the severely mentally 
disabled man from the remo-
te island farm where he had 
worked for eight years, Kim has 
lived in a grim homeless shel-
ter, where he has been preyed 
upon and robbed by other re-
sidents. He has no friends, no 
job training prospects or cou-
nseling, and feels confined and 
deeply bored.

"I want to go back," Kim, 41, 
said during a recent interview 
in the shelter near Mokpo, the 
southwestern mainland port 
that is the gateway to dozens 
of salt islands where a months
-long investigation by The As-
sociated Press found that sla-
very still thrives, an open secret 
among locals.

"I feel trapped here," he said.
Kim's plight illustrates the 

continuing failure of one of 
Asia's richest countries to help 
workers who have been ensla-
ved on the farms — often peo-
ple with mental or physical di-
sabilities. Three other disabled 
ex-slaves also told the AP that 
they wanted to return to the salt 
farms because of their misery 
and sense of aimlessness in the 
crowded homeless shelters that 
officials placed them in.

On the farms, they said, they 
at least had a fixed daily routi-

A man walks through a salt farm on Sinui Island, south of Seoul

EXCLUSIVE | S KOREA

Slaves freed from salt farms 
face misery in shelters

ne, a job they became skilled at 
and a sense of purpose. An offi-
cial on Sinui, one of the salt-far-
ming islands, confirms that at 
least one ex-slave has returned 
to a farm. Activists and officials 
suspect there are many more.

While the initial reports on 
slavery shocked many South 
Koreans and led to a nationwide 
investigation last year, "Socie-
ty continues to fail in providing 

basic help for our most vulne-
rable members even after they 
were pulled out of slavery on the 
islands," said Choi Jung Kyu, a 
lawyer whose office represents 
18 former slaves. "Our society is 
treating the victims worse than 

the salt farmers did."
Salt farmers often describe 

themselves as doing society a 
favor by taking in the homeless, 
the disabled, the uneducated 
and those who can't get jobs 
anywhere else and whom the 
rest of the country would like to 
forget. They also acknowledge a 
harsh economic reality.

"It would be extremely diffi-
cult to run a salt farm without 
disabled people," said Park Jon-
g-won, 69, a salt farm owner on 
Sinui Island who recently recei-
ved a suspended sentence for 
exploiting a mentally disabled 
man for profit. "Normal peo-
ple wouldn't work at salt farms 
even if we begged them."

Prosecutors had sought a 
prison term for Park, but an 
appeals court showed leniency 
in part because it said Park pro-
vided the victim with "food and 
a place to stay."

Revelations of slavery invol-
ving South Korea's disabled on 
island salt farms have emerged 
five times in the last decade. 
Last year's government probe 
found more than 100 workers 
nationwide who'd received no, 
or scant, pay. A later investiga-
tion by police and activists fou-
nd 63 more such workers in the 
islands, three quarters of whom 
were disabled.

The investigations began after 
Seoul police went undercover 
to rescue a disabled man who 
had written to his mother to say 
he was enslaved on a salt farm. 
That man, Kim Seong-baek, is 
expected to testify Wednesday 
in a Seoul court as his former 
boss appeals a 3½-year prison 

sentence.
Kim Seong-baek, now living in 

Seoul, has no desire to go back; 
he says even looking at salt dis-
gusts him. But several other re-
cently freed slaves interviewed 
by AP say they feel more ho-
pelessness and fear than relief 
about their lives away from the 
salt farms. Most of them were 
homeless before being lured to 
salt farms by illegal job brokers 
hired by farm owners.

Kim Jong-seok, the former 
slave languishing in the home-
less shelter near Mokpo, said 
that his ex-owner, who is being 
investigated for abuse but 
hasn't been arrested, recently 
visited and asked if he'd work 
for him again for about $90 a 
month.

Lawyers helping the victims 
said they are alarmed that some 
disabled ex-slaves are in regu-
lar contact with their former 
masters, but add that the law 
does not prohibit it.

Others released from slavery 
also struggle to fit into society.

Han Sang-deok was freed by 
police last year after 20 years 
working without pay on a salt 
farm on Sinui, the same island 
where both Kims had been ex-
ploited. Until his release, not 
once did the 64-year-old men-
tally disabled man leave the is-
land, Han said in an interview 
at a cafe in Mokpo.

Asked about his relationship 
with the farm owners, Han 
says: "I just worked. I was the-
re on my own. I went to work, I 
slept. Like that."

Han, whose relatives had 
thought he was dead for two 

decades, pauses for a long time 
when asked about his future 
plans, finally saying, "I don't 
know what I should do."

Kang Seong-hwan, an official 
at the Sinui island ward office 
who is in charge of monitoring 
disabled workers, told AP that 
at least one salt farm slave had 
returned to his employer af-
ter being rescued last year. He 
said he has little actual power 
to check up on workers and 
suspects there are more cases 
of returned slaves because they 
have been essentially neglected 
after moving to shelters.

Activists trying to keep tabs on 
freed slaves often track down 
victims only to hear them say 
that they have returned to the 
salt farms and do not want to 
be contacted again, said Huh 
Joo-hyeon, the director of an 
activist group in Mokpo.

Park Su-in, Huh's colleague, 
describes a system in which di-
sabled workers on the islands 
become dependent on their 
owners for food and medical 
care, leading to exploitation. 
One disabled former slave she 
talked to didn't know the words 
"password" or "bank account," 
yet he had a bank account, con-
trolled by his owner, where his 
disability payments were sent.

Amid short-lived public anger 
last year, regional government 
officials vowed to open an ex-
clusive facility for the freed 
slaves and connect them with 
new jobs. The promises haven't 
been kept, and activists believe 
there's little chance they will be.

Many of the ex-slaves are now 
in a bureaucratic limbo. Becau-
se they have been moved away 
from the islands in Sinan Coun-
ty, county officials say they 
can't help the victims and, be-
sides, they don't have the space 
for them.

An official from the homeless 
shelter near Mokpo where Kim 
Jong-seok lives said freed sla-
ves were supposed to stay there 
only temporarily, and wondered 
when Sinan County would take 
them back. The official, who re-
fused to give his name because 
he wasn't authorized to speak 
publicly, said the facility barely 
has room for the homeless peo-
ple in the area, and it's not their 
responsibility to provide job 
programs and counseling.

In some cases, guardians have 
been appointed to protect for-
mer slaves' interests. One ex
-slave, Heo Tae-yeong, has a 
guardian who orchestrated his 
move from a Mokpo area ho-
meless shelter to a residential 
facility for the mentally disab-
led in Gwangju.

Heo, who cannot read or count, 
worries that he will struggle in a 
new environment, but is excited 
about the idea of learning job 
skills in Gwangju. He hopes to 
one day work in a factory.

When asked what he'll do with 
the money he earns, Heo takes 
a long drag off his cigarette.

He doesn't know. "I've never 
had any money." AP
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Nick Perry, Wellington 

ALL 13 people aboard 
a New Zealand sky-
diving plane that su-
ffered an apparent 

engine failure yesterday ma-
naged to leap out in parachu-
tes moments before the plane 
plunged into a lake, authori-
ties said.

Police spokeswoman Kim 
Perks said there were six pas-
sengers, six crew members 
and a pilot aboard and all of 
them landed safely and wi-
thout significant injuries.

Roy Clements, the chief 
executive of plane opera-
tor Skydive Taupo, said the 
passengers were all overseas 
tourists who had each been 
assigned an instructor for a 
tandem dive at planned hei-
ghts of 12,000 feet for some 
and 15,000 feet for others.

But soon after the plane took 
off, something went wrong 
at an altitude of about 2,000 

DIVERS and an unmanned underwa-
ter vehicle yesterday spotted the tail 

of the AirAsia plane that crashed into the 
Java Sea with 162 people on board, an im-
portant finding because the jet's all-impor-
tant black boxes are located in that part of 
the aircraft.

Powerful currents and murky water con-
tinue to hinder the operation, but sear-
chers managed to get a photograph of the 
debris — about 9 kilometers from where 
Flight 8501 lost contact Dec. 28 — after it 
was detected by an Indonesian survey ship, 
National Search and Rescue chief Henry 
Bambang Soelistyo told reporters.

One released image appeared to show 
an upside down "A'' painted on a piece of 
metal, while another grainy shot depicted 
some mechanical parts.

"Today we successfully discovered the 
part of the plane that became the main 
aim since yesterday," Soelistyo said. "I can 
ensure that this is part of the tail with the 
AirAsia mark on it."

Tony Fernendes, AirAsia's chief executive 
officer, welcomed the news. If it is the right 
part of the tail section, he tweeted, then the 
cockpit voice and flight data recorders, or 
black boxes, "should be there." AP

A police boat circles a crashed 
plane in Lake Taupo in New Zealand

NEW ZEALAND

All 13 on skydiving plane 
leap out before crash

FLIGHT 8501

Tail of crashed 
AirAsia plane 
discovered in 
Java Sea

feet, he said.
"The plane just made a big 

bang and then it stopped," he 
said. "The pilot told them to 
get out. He didn't have to tell 
them twice."

He said the instructors were 

already wearing parachutes 
but each needed to hastily clip 
their passenger's harness with 
four attachments before lea-
ping from the plane. He said 
the pilot was also wearing 
a parachute, which is stan-
dard in skydiving operations, 
and leapt only after ensuring 
everybody else was safely off 
the plane.

He said the staff had prac-
ticed emergency drills before 
and everybody remained calm 
during the incident, perhaps 
not realizing at the time the 
extent of the peril they faced. 
He said everybody managed 
to maneuver their parachu-
tes over the water and onto 
the beach or shoreline before 
landing.

"I was happy to see them all 
walk back into the hangar," 
Clements said.

He said transport accident 
investigators were on their 
way to the crash site to open 
an investigation into what 

went wrong. The plane was 
a New Zealand-built Pacific 
Aerospace Ltd. P-750 XL, he 
said.

Robbie Graham, an artist 
who works at the Wildwood 
Art Gallery in the town of Wai-
tahanui, said he was standing 
in front of the gallery when he 
saw a number of people in pa-
rachutes coming down above 
the lake about one kilometer 
away. He said he didn't see 
the plane crash.

"I saw all these people co-
ming down, and I thought 
that was a crazy place to be co-
ming down, that they would 
all end up in the lake," he said.

Graham said it was a 
stunning day and that many 
holidaymakers would have 
witnessed the crash from a 
nearby beach.

Lake Taupo is popular 
among holidaymakers and 
tourists at this time of year, 
during the Southern Hemis-
phere summer. AP
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TERRORISM

Charlie 
Hebdo 
shootings 
Europe’s 
latest deadly 
terror attack

A gun assault on the Paris 
offices of satirical magazi-

ne Charlie Hebdo was the dea-
dliest terrorist attack in Fran-
ce’s recent history. Some other 
terror attacks in Western Euro-
pe:

March 11, 2004: Bombs on 
rush-hour trains kill 191 at Ma-
drid’s Atocha station in Euro-
pe’s worst Islamic terror attack.

July 25, 1995: In Fran-
ce’s deadliest previous attack, 
a bomb at the Saint-Michel 
subway station in Paris kills 
eight people and injures some 
150. It was one of a series of 
bombings claimed by Algeria’s 
GIA, or Armed Islamic Group.

July 22, 2011: Anti-Mus-
lim extremist Anders Behring 
Breivik plants a bomb in Oslo 
then attacks a youth camp on 
Norway’s Utoya island, killing 
77 people, many of them teena-
gers.

July 7, 2005: 52 commuters 
are killed when four al Qaida
-inspired suicide bombers blow 
themselves up on three London 
subway trains and a bus.

Aug 15, 1998: A car bomb 
planted by Irish Republican 
Army dissidents kills 29 people 
in the town of Omagh, in the 
deadliest incident of Northern 
Ireland’s four-decade conflict.

March 2012: A gunman 
claiming links to al-Qaida kills 
three Jewish schoolchildren, a 
rabbi and three paratroopers in 
Toulouse, southern France.

May 24, 2014: Four people 
are killed at the Jewish Museum 
in Brussels by an intruder with 
a Kalashnikov. The accused is a 
former French fighter linked to 
the Islamic State group in Syria.

May 22, 2013: Two al-Qaida 
inspired extremists run down 
British soldier Lee Rigby in a 
London street, then stab and 
hack him to death.

Nov 2, 2011: Offices of Char-
lie Hebdo in Paris are firebom-
bed after the satirical magazine 
runs a cover featuring a carica-
ture of the Prophet Muhammad. 
No one is injured. AP

Jamey Keaten & Lori Hinnant, 
Paris

MASKED gunmen 
shouting “Allahu 
akbar!” stormed 
the Paris offices 

of a satirical newspaper yes-
terday, killing 12 people before 
escaping. It was France’s dea-
dliest terror attack in at least 
two decades.

French President Francois 
Hollande called the attack on 
the Charlie Hebdo weekly, 
which has frequently drawn 
condemnation from Muslims, 
“a terrorist attack without a 
doubt” and said several other 
attacks have been thwarted in 
France “in recent weeks.”

France raised its security 
alert to the highest level and 
reinforced security at houses 
of worship, stores, media of-
fices and transportation. Top 
government officials were hol-
ding an emergency meeting 
and Hollande planned a natio-
nally televised address in the 
evening.

A witness who works near-
by, Benoit Bringer, told the 
iTele network he saw multiple 
masked men armed with au-
tomatic weapons at the news-
paper’s office in central Paris. 
The attackers went to the se-
cond floor and started firing 
indiscriminately in the news-
room, said Christophe DeLoire 
of Reporters Without Borders.

“This is the darkest day of the 
history of the French press,” 
he said.

Luc Poignant, an official of 
the SBP police union, said the 
attackers left in a waiting car 
and later switched to another 
vehicle that had been stolen.

French soldiers patrol at the Eiffel 
Tower

French Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve, center left, and Paris’ mayor Anne Hidalgo, center right, arrive at the French 
satirical newspaper Charlie Hebdo’s office
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attack Charlie 
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IS leader giving 
New Year’s 
wishes

 
This is the 
darkest day 
of the history 
of the French 
press
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TERRORISM

12 dead in attack on Paris 
newspaper, France goes on alert

Paris prosecutor’s spokeswo-
man Agnes Thibault-Lecuivre 
confirmed that 12 people were 
killed in the attack.

Video images on the website 
of public broadcaster France 
Televisions showed two gun-
men in black at a crossroads 
who appeared to fire down one 
of the streets. A cry of “Allahu 
akbar!” — Arabic for “God is 
great”— could be heard among 
the gunshots.

The extremist Islamic State 
group has threatened to atta-
ck France and minutes before 
the attack Charlie Hebdo had 
tweeted a satirical cartoon of 
that extremist group’s leader 
giving New Year’s wishes. The 
cartoon entitled “Still No Atta-
cks in France” had a caricature 
of an extremist fighter saying 
“Just wait — we have until the 
end of January to present our 
New Year’s wishes.”

Yesterday’s attack comes the 
same day of the release of a 
book by a celebrated French 
novelist depicting France’s 
election of its first Muslim pre-
sident. Hollande had been due 

to meet with the country’s top 
religious officials later in the 
day.

The satirical weekly has a his-
tory of drawing outrage across 
the Muslim world with crude 
cartoons of Islam’s holiest figu-
re. The magazine’s offices were 
firebombed in November 2011 
after it published a spoof issue 
that “invited” Muhammad to 
be its guest editor and put his 
caricature on the cover.

A year later, the magazine 
published more Muhammad 
drawings amid an uproar over 
an anti-Muslim film. The car-
toons depicted Muhammad 
naked and in demeaning or 
pornographic poses. As pas-
sions raged, the French gover-
nment defended free speech 
even as it rebuked Charlie He-
bdo for fanning tensions.

The small-circulation weekly 
leans toward the left and 
takes pride in making acerbic 
commentary on world affairs 
through cartoons and spoof 
reports.

“We treat the news like jour-

nalists. Some use cameras, 
some use computers. For us, 
it’s a paper and pencil,” the 
Muhammad cartoonist, who 
goes by the name Luz, told The 
Associated Press in 2012. “A 

pencil is not a weapon. It’s just 
a means of expression.”

Chief editor Stephane Char-
bonnier, who publishes under 
the pen name “Charb,” has 
also defended the Muhammad 
cartoons.

“Muhammad isn’t sacred to 
me,” he told The AP in 2012. 
“I don’t blame Muslims for not 
laughing at our drawings. I live 
under French law. I don’t live 
under Quranic law.”

Islam is not alone in being 
singled out by Charlie Heb-
do’s satire. Past covers include 
retired Pope Benedict XVI in 
amorous embrace with a Vati-
can guard; former French Pre-
sident Nicolas Sarkozy looking 
like a sick vampire; and an 
Orthodox Jew kissing a Nazi 
soldier.

The magazine occasionally 
publishes investigative jour-
nalism, taking aim at France’s 
high and mighty.

Charlie Hebdo has come 
under pressure ever since 
its 2011 Muhammad issue. 
Its website has been hacked, 
and Charbonnier has needed 
police protection. Riot police 
guarded the magazine’s offi-
ces after the 2012 issue hit the 
stands. MDT/AP

obama: us stands with french 
in time of suffering 

PRESIDENT BARACK 
Obama’s top spokesman says 
the United States is determined 
to help the French apprehend 
those responsible for the attack 
on a satirical Paris newspaper.
Press secretary Josh Earnest 
says U.S. officials have been in 
close contact with the French 
after the bloody attack yesterday 
on the Charlie Hebdo weekly.
Earnest tells CNN the French 
have been “stalwart allies” in the 

U.S. fight against Islamic State 
extremists. The spokesman also 
says, “We know they are not 
going to be cowed by this ter-
rible act.”
Earnest also says Washington 
will work hard to protect Ameri-
cans at home and abroad.
He says, “We obviously are try-
ing to monitor what we consider 
to be a very important threat, 
which is the threat of foreign 
fighters.”
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POLITICAL leaders, jour-
nalists’ groups and others 

around the world have expressed 
horror at the attack by gunmen 
on the Paris offices of satirical 
newspaper Charlie Hebdo. Here 
are some of the reactions:

“I don’t understand how people 
can attack a newspaper with hea-
vy weapons. A newspaper is not a 
weapon of war” — Charlie Hebdo 
editor-in-chief Gerard Biard to 
France Inter radio.

“This is an act of exceptional 
barbarism.” — French President 
Francois Hollande.

“I strongly condemn the horrific 
shooting at the offices of Char-
lie Hebdo magazine in Paris that 
has reportedly killed 12 people.... 
France is America’s oldest ally, 
and has stood shoulder to shoul-
der with the United States in the fi-
ght against terrorists who threaten 
our shared security and the world. 
Time and again, the French peo-
ple have stood up for the universal 
values that generations of our peo-
ple have defended. France, and 
the great city of Paris, where this 
outrageous attack took place, offer 
the world a timeless example that 
will endure well beyond the hate-
ful vision of these killers.” — U.S. 
President Barack Obama.

“This abhorrent act is not just 
an attack on the life of French 

World expresses shock at attack 
on Charlie Hebdo newspaper

citizens and the internal security 
of France. It also represents an 
attack on freedom of opinion and 
of the press, a core element of 
our free and democratic culture, 
for which there can be no justi-
fication.” — German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel.

“This House and this country 
stand united with the French 
people in our opposition to all 
forms of terrorism and we stand 
squarely for free speech and 

democracy. These people will 
never be able to take us off tho-
se values.” — British Prime Mi-
nister David Cameron in the 
House of Commons.

“This was a barbaric act and an 
outrageous attack on press free-
dom. My thoughts are with the vic-
tims and their families. We stand 
in full solidarity with our ally Fran-
ce. All NATO allies stand together 
in the fight against terrorism. Ter-
rorism in all its forms and mani-

festations can never be tolerated 
or justified.” — NATO Secretary 
General Jens Stoltenberg.

“We decisively condemn this 
cynical crime. We reaffirm our 
readiness to continue active coo-
peration in combating the threat 
of terrorism.” — Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin in a tele-
gram of condolence to Hollande.

“Egypt stands by France in con-
fronting terrorism, an interna-

tional phenomenon that targets 
the world’s security and stability 
and which requires coordinated 
international efforts to eradica-
te.” — Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Sameh Shoukry.

“This is a brazen assault on free 
expression in the heart of Euro-
pe.” — Robert Mahoney, de-
puty director of the Committee 
to Protect Journalists.

“This is a dark day for free-
dom of expression and a vibrant 
press culture. But above all, it is 
an appalling human tragedy.” — 
Stephan Oberreit, director of 
Amnesty International France.

“This will create fear among 
people on a whole different level 
than we’re used to. Charlie Heb-
do was a small oasis. Not many 
dared do what they did. I don’t 
know what’s going to happen 
to them. Can they continue to 
publish the magazine?” — Swe-
dish artist Lars Vilks, who li-
ves under police protection after 
drawing caricatures of the Pro-
phet Muhammad.

People hug each other outside the French satirical newspaper Charlie Hebdo’s office
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what’s ON ...

From sketch to sculpture
time: 12pm-8pm (Tuesdays to Sundays)
           3pm-8pm (Mondays) 
until: January 20, 2015
Venue: Albergue SCM/ No. 8, 
Calçada da Igreja de S. Lázaro 
Admission: Free 
enquiries:(853) 2852 2550 / 2852 3205

nomads 
- solo exhibition oF kent keong tan
time: 10am-7pm 
until: January 27, 2015
Venue: Flugent Art Gallery, Rua de S. Paulo 54 – 
58B, Mei Tai Grand Garden, R/C A, Macau 
admission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 2872 3710 
organizer: Flugent Art Gallery

korean art exhibition oh Young sook 
and kim Yeon ok 
time: 11am-7pm 
until: February 15, 2015
Venue: IAOHIN Gallery, Rua da Tercena no. 39a 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2892 1908

unearthing the past
time: 10am-6pm 
(ticket counters close at 5:30 pm) 
until: January 11, 2015
Venue: Macau Museum 
admission: MOP8-15 
enquiries: (853) 2835 7911

grand taipa natural park
park and sculpture zone: 24 hours  
grass-skiing Field: 2:30pm-5:30pm (Tuesdays 
to Fridays); 10:30am-5:30pm (Weekends and 
public holidays)
Venue: Rampa do Observatório, Taipa 
admission: Free
enquiries: (853) 2888 0087

this day in history

A Boeing 737 airplane has crashed onto the M1 mo-
torway near East Midlands airport, killing 46 people. 
Eighty have survived, of whom ten are seriously in-
jured.

The British Midland flight 092 was forced to crash 
land after both engines of the brand new aircraft fai-
led. It slammed into the motorway embankment at 
2026 GMT, breaking into three pieces.

Motorists on the M1 had a lucky escape as there 
were no vehicles in the immediate vicinity at the mo-
ment of impact.

The flight to Belfast was forced to divert to East 
Midlands airport 10 minutes after leaving Heathrow, 
when one of the plane’s two engines caught fire. As 
the aircraft began its descent the remaining engine 
failed too.

Experts said later the chance of suffering such a 
double engine failure was a hundred million to one.

The plane passed very low over the village of Ke-
gworth, Leicestershire, crashing just a few hundred 
meters from the safety of the runway, where emer-
gency services were waiting.

The most severely injured were given medical at-
tention immediately, while others were lifted from the 
twisted fuselage and taken to local hospitals.

Survivor Gareth Jones described the moment when 
the plane hit the ground.

He said: “There was a shudder, crash, like a massive 
motor car accident, crunch, blackness, and I was by 
the emergency hatch.”

                    Courtesy BBC News

1989 dozens die as plane 
          crashes on motorway

in context

A report by the UK Air Accidents Investigation Branch later 
found the flight crew had shut down the wrong engine. 
The crew had responded “incorrectly” to a fractured fan blade 
in the No.1 engine, by shutting down the No.2 engine “which 
was running satisfactorily”. 
The report made several recommendations, calling for in-
creased engine inspections and improvements to engine vibra-
tion indicators on Boeing 737s. 

Offbeat

A brass band strol-
led through a riversi-
de warehouse holding 
huge, colorful parade 
floats as New Orleans 
Mayor Mitch Landrieu 
and other city offi-
cials yesterday kicked 
off the city’s official 
countdown to Mardi 
Gras.

“Everybody knows that this is what we live for,” Landrieu 
said during the event at Mardi Gras World, where many of 
the floats used in the yearly Carnival season processions are 
stored. Officials took part in the ceremonial slicing of a King 
Cake, a traditional seasonal treat. It all took place amid tables 
laden with beads and trinkets that float riders toss to parade 
watchers. “Nobody handles the business of joy better than 
the city of New Orleans,” said Landrieu.

Later, a group of masked revelers called the Phorty Phunny 
Phellows took their annual “Twelfth Night” streetcar ride 
through town, a decades-old tradition marking the 12th night 
after Christmas and the official start of the season.

Carnival is celebrated along the Gulf Coast with parties, balls 
and parades culminating on Mardi Gras, or Fat yesterday, a fi-
nal day of celebration before the solemnity of Ash Wednesday 
and Lent. Mardi Gras falls on Feb. 17 this year.

In addition to being a tradition for residents, Carnival season 
is a major tourist draw in New Orleans, especially in the final 
two weekends when the best-known parades roll, often with 
local and national celebrities aboard the floats. It’s a major 
factor in the city’s $6 billion tourism economy, along with the 
annual Jazz and Heritage Festival, the Essence Festival and 
other major cultural and sporting events. 

mardi gras countdown starts 
amid huge, bright parade floats 

TV canal macau
13:00

13:30

18:35

19:30

20:30

21:00

21:25

22:10

23:00

23:30

00:00

00:55

01:25

TDM News (Repeated)    

News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   

Brazil Avenue (Repeated)    

Soap Opera    

Main News, Financial & Weather Report   

Non-Daily Portuguese News    

Criminal Minds S8    

Brazil Avenue    

TDM News    

Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)   

Miscellaneous    

Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 

RTPi Live    

cinema
cineteatro
08 Jan - 14 Jan

TAKEN 3_
room 1
2.00, 3.55, 5.50, 9.30 pm
Director: Olivier Megaton
Starring:  Liam Neeson, Forest Whitaker, Framke 
Janssen
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 109min

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB_
room 1
7.45 pm
Director: Shawn Levy
Starring:  Ben Stiller, Robin Williams, Owen Wilson
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 97min

SEVENTH SON_
room 2
(2D) 2.30, 4.30, 9.30 pm
(3D) 7.30 pm
Director: Sergei Bodrov
Starring:  Jeff Bridges, Julianne Moore, Ben Barnes
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 102min

WOMEN WHO FLIRT_
room 3
2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm
Director: Pang Ho-Cheung
Starring: Zhou Xun, Huang Xiao Ming
Language: Mandarin (English/Cantonese)
Duration: 97min

macau tower
01 Jan - 21 Jan 

TAKEN 3_
2.30, 4.30, 7.00, 9.30 pm
Director: Olivier Megaton
Starring:  Liam Neeson, Forest Whitaker, Framke 
Janssen
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 109min
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omACROSS: 1- Examine, search; 5- Went through, as the paper; 9- Saying; 

14- Architect Saarinen; 15- Start of a counting rhyme; 16- Attack; 17- Public 
disturbance; 18- Sawbucks; 19- Club alternative; 20- Blossom; 22- Sleep 
issue; 24- Promising words; 25- Strategic withdrawal; 29- Vacant; 32- Terrible 
time?; 34- Actress Daly; 35- Deep wound; 36- Thorax; 37- Encounter; 
38- Baby blues; 39- Thin as ___; 40- Red Muppet; 41- Closed; 42- Variety 
show; 43- Dresden denial; 44- I did it!; 45- Abound; 46- Kett and James; 
47- Swabs; 49- Menu words; 50- Soft; 52- Good to go; 56- Dark; 59- 
Smell or fragrance; 61- Sock ___ me!; 62- Device with 88 keys; 63- City in 
Western Nevada; 64- Madcap; 65- Straighten; 66- Pizazz; 67- Greek letters;  

DOWN: 1- Slave; 2- Slather plaster on the upper surface of a room; 3- Buck 
follower; 4- In spite of; 5- Back in; 
6- Shoebox letters; 7- Sigmund’s 
daughter; 8- Rare-earth element; 9- It’s 
a plus; 10- Divide up; 11- ___ standstill; 
12- Deity; 13- Vane dir.; 21- Dreyer’s 
partner in ice cream; 23- Snuggle; 26- 
Grommet; 27- Hemoglobin deficiency; 
28- Wyoming range; 29- Discharges; 
30- Perhaps; 31- Pretended; 32- Sixty; 
33- Interlace; 36- Bloc; 46- Building 
add-on; 48- Boarded; 49- Homerun king 
Hank; 51- Pulitzer-winning biographer 
Leon; 53- Sports figure; 54- Sicilian 
spewer; 55- Playthings; 56- Put ___ 
fight; 57- Goose egg; 58- China’s Chou 
En-___; 60- ___ roll

Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS
USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

 

Beijing

Harbin

Tianjin

Urumqi

Xi’an

Lhasa

Chengdu

Chongqing

Kunming

Nanjing

Shanghai

Wuhan

Hangzhou

Taipei

Guangzhou

Hong Kong

5 

-13 

6 

2 

7 

4 

11 

10 

14 

8 

8 

11 

10 

15 

18 

18 

WEATHER

Moscow

Frankfurt

Paris

London

New York

cloudy/overcast 

drizzle 

drizzle 

drizzle/moderate rain 

light snow/clear 

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINA

WORLD

-11 

1 

3 

6 

-13 

-9 

3 

5 

11 

-4 

-6 

-26 

-3 

-9 

-2 

-6 

5 

8 

5 

-3 

2 

-3 

-1 

10 

10 

13 

cloudy 

clear 

clear/cloudy 

clear 

cloudy 

overcast/light snow 

drizzle/overcast 

drizzle 

cloudy/drizzle 

clear/cloudy 

clear 

clear/cloudy 

cloudy/clear 

drizzle/overcast 

cloudy 

cloudy 

Emergency calls  999

Fire department 28 572 222

PJ (Open line) 993

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775

PSP 28 573 333

Customs 28 559 944

S. J. Hospital 28 313 731

Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333

Commission Against 

Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300

IACM 28 387 333

Tourism 28 333 000

Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283

Water Supply – Report 1990 992

Telephone – Report 1000

Electricity – Report 28 339 922

Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You can get quite a lot done today 
— more so than usual — thanks to 
a weird influx of focused energy 
that feels different than your usual 
boisterous, direct power. Make the 
most of it!

April 20-May 20
Your great energy manifests itself as 
intuition — and you should be able to 
get yourself back on track with an old 
social situation thanks to this burst. 
Make sure you’re as focused as you 
can be.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Your thinking is a little fuzzy today, 
but that doesn’t mean that you 
can’t get any work done. Things 
just need to proceed at their own 
pace, and you can catch up with 
them later.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You’re not so sure about your new 
influx of energy — where did it come 
from? But you should make the most 
of it, as nothing lasts forever. It’s 
a good time to shake things up at 
home.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You’ve got a modest side that 
needs to become dominant — 
at least for today! Your energy 
should take a rest while others 
hog the spotlight. Things will feel 
better tomorrow.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Try to get organized today — even 
though you are most likely already 
pretty far down that path. Things 
are good, but they could always get 
better. You’ve got the mental energy 
to make it work!

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
It’s life’s little pleasures that give you 
what you need today — so make sure 
that you’re not fretting over stuff 
you have no control over. Things are 
getting better even if you can’t see 
that yet.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
This is not the time to try to control 
your friends, family, coworkers or 
pretty much anyone else (unless 
they try to run out into traffic). Your 
energy is better spent observing than 
managing.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Your ability to shift attitudes and 
adjust your behavior to suit your 
circumstances is key right now. Can 
you bounce back from whatever it is 
that’s been bugging you? See if you 
can just let it slide.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Try not to take it personally when 
things start to go south today — 
it’s not your fault! It may just be 
time for you to step back from 
whatever situation has you so 
riled up.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Romance is in the air — are you 
ready for it? Your energy is more 
charged than you may realize, so 
it’s a good time for you to find an 
outlet. This could mean a getaway 
with your sweetie or a hot date.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Get a little extra exercise today — 
your energy needs a lift to keep 
moving forward. It could be as simple 
as taking the stairs, but whatever 
works for you will have to do. It’s 
more important than it seems!

  Aquarius Pisces

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂 
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Palestinian football players warm-up during a training session at the Asian Games athletes’ village in Incheon, South Korea

John Duerden
Sports Writer

WHILE it didn't 
generate anything 
remotely like the 
attention of Ger-

many's 7-1 thrashing of Brazil at 
the World Cup, the Palestinian 
team's 1-0 victory over the Phi-
lippines in the AFC Challenge 
Cup final may have been one of 
the most significant internatio-
nal football results of 2014.

The teams, both outside the 
top 100, met at the Maldives 
in May, with the winner gua-
ranteed a spot at the Asian 
Cup. And so it was a momen-
tous win for the fledgling Pa-
lestinian team.

And that set the newcomers 
on course for a big debut 
against defending champion 
Japan at Newcastle, Austra-
lia, next Monday.

While the Palestinians are 
outsiders against continental 
heavyweight Japan, subse-
quent group games against 
Iraq and Jordan will likely be 
more important in determi-
ning whether the Cup rookies 
can surprise a continent by 
making the last eight.

"Japan is the best team in 
the group," coach Ahmad Al 
Hassan said after arriving in 
Australia. "The chances of the 
other three teams, however, 
are equal and we will be trying 

FOOTBALL | ASIAN CUP

Palestinian 
team aiming 
for knockout 
stage of the 
tournament

our best to get the best results 
for Palestine."

Following victory in the AFC 
Challenge Cup, the Palesti-
nians performed strongly at 
the Asian Games; a largely 
under-23 tournament that 
features more countries than 
any other Asian competition. 
The Palestinians had never 
won a game at previous Asian 
Games, but in South Korea 
they topped a group con-
taining Tajikistan, Singapore 
and Oman. Finishing first was 
rewarded with a second-rou-
nd match against Japan, re-
sulting in a 4-0 defeat.

The senior squad was in 
good form leading into the 
trip Down Under, with wins 
over Taiwan, India, Pakistan 
and India in friendlies, a 0-0 
draw with China and a 1-0 
loss to Uzbekistan.

There have been issues. Not 
only will the team be without 
the injured Swedish-based 
midfielder Imad Zatara in 
Australia, but Jamal Mah-
moud quit as coach in Sep-
tember after three successful 
years in charge for reasons 
that are still not comple-
tely clear. Al Hamad, who 
had spent the previous two 
years as technical director for 
the national federation was 
appointed as the replacement.

On top of the changes and 
challenges of working with li-

mited facilities, the team must 
constantly deal with the poli-
tical and security difficulties 
at home.

All but six players in the 23-
man squad are based in the Pa-
lestinian territories. Holding 
training camps and traveling 
overseas has been problema-
tic due to difficulties obtaining 
permits. The Palestinian fede-
ration has complained about 
Israeli travel restrictions on 
some of its players in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, a terri-
tory ruled by the Palestinian 
Islamic militant group Hamas.

Israel has cited concerns 
about possible attacks by Pa-
lestinian militants as the main 
reason for sweeping restric-
tions on movement that affect 
most Palestinians, including 
athletes.

To be competitive, much 
depends on the experience of 
the Palestinian players who 
live abroad. Ashraf Nu'man, 
who scored the only goal of 
the AFC Challenge Cup final 
against the Philippines, plays 
for Al Faisaly in Saudi Arabia.

"Arab football has improved 
a lot in the past 10 years, the 
situation is better in this area 
than in East Asia and this is 
our dream to go to the World 
Cup," the Nu'man told Aus-
tralia's SBS network. "We wa-
tched how the Algerian side 
played in the World Cup at a 
high level and no-one expected 
that; this is the big dream for 
us and at the same time it's not 
impossible."

Avoiding defeat in the ope-
ning game against Japan 
would be considered a major 
success. The big game comes 
against 2007 champion Iraq, 
a talented but unpredictable 
team — as it demonstrated 
when finishing bottom of its 
group during November's 
Gulf Cup. That failure led the 
Iraqi FA to hire a new coach.

Following that is a group 
game against Jordan, also get-
ting to grips with a new coach. 
Former English international 
Ray Wilkins, a one-time mid-
field star for Manchester Uni-
ted and Milan, was appointed 
in September. AP

AUSTRALIA’S three largest 
cities — Sydney, Melbourne 

and Brisbane — will host mat-
ches at Asian Cup matches, as 
well as the national capital of 
Canberra and the industrial city 
of Newcastle.

Here’s a look at the five venues 
for the Jan. 9-31 tournament 
(group in parentheses; groups 
listed at end):

SYDNEY
Stadium Australia, capacity 

83,500. Matches (7): Jan. 10 — 
Uzbekistan vs. North Korea (B); 
Jan. 13 — Oman vs. Australia 
(A); Jan. 15 — Qatar vs. Iran (C); 
Jan. 19 — Qatar vs. Bahrain (C); 
Jan. 23 — Quarterfinal, 1D vs. 
2C; Jan. 26 — Semifinal, winner 
match 25 vs. winner match 27; 
Jan. 31 — Final, semifinal win-
ners.

Sydney is Australia’s largest 
city and its Harbour Bridge and 
Opera House help make it the 
country’s biggest tourist attrac-
tion. The stadium in western Sy-
dney, site of the 2000 Summer 
Olympic opening and closing 
ceremonies and athletic events, 
annually hosts the National Ru-
gby League grand final and ma-
jor rugby union tests.

MELBOURNE
Rectangular Stadium, capacity 

30,000. Matches (7): Jan. 9 — 
Australia vs. Kuwait (A); Jan. 11 
— Iran vs. Bahrain (C); Jan. 14 
— North Korea vs. Saudi Arabia 
(B): Jan. 16 — Palestine vs. Jor-
dan (D); Jan. 18 — Uzbekistan 
vs. Saudi Arabia (B); Jan. 20 — 
Japan vs. Jordan (D); Jan. 22 — 
Quarterfinal, 1A vs. 2B.

Melbourne, capital of Victoria 
state, is Australia’s second-lar-
gest city and its most sports-
centric, with Australian Rules 
football matches attracting 
hundreds of thousands of spec-
tators each season. The sta-
dium is the newest venue in the 
tournament, opened in 2010, 
and is situated directly across 
from the Melbourne Park spor-
ts precinct and close to the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground.

BRISBANE
Brisbane Stadium, capacity 

52,500. Matches (7): Jan. 10 

Asian Cup to feature 5 
Australian stadium sites

— Saudi Arabia vs. China (B); 
Jan. 12 — Jordan vs. Iraq (D); 
Jan. 14 — China vs. Uzbekistan 
(B); Jan. 16 — Iraq vs. Japan 
(D); Jan. 17 — Australia vs. 
South Korea (A); Jan. 19 — 
Iran vs. United Arab Emirates 
(C); Jan. 22 — Quarterfinal 1B 
vs. 2A.

Brisbane, capital of Queens-
land state, is the northernmost 
venue in the tournament, about 
an hour’s flying time from Syd-
ney and two hours from Mel-
bourne. The stadium is home 
to the popular Brisbane Bron-
cos, six-time champions of the 
National Rugby League.

CANBERRA
Canberra Stadium, capacity 

25,000. Matches (7): Jan. 10 
— South Korea vs. Oman (A); 
Jan. 11 — United Arab Emirates 
vs. Qatar (C); Jan. 13 — Kuwait 
vs. South Korea (A); Jan. 15 — 
Bahrain vs. United Arab Emi-
rates (C); Jan. 18 — China vs. 
North Korea (B); Jan. 20 — 
Iraq vs. Palestine (D); Jan. 23 
— Quarterfinal 1C vs. 2D.

Canberra is Australia’s “new” 
capital city, established in 1911 
and designed by American ar-
chitect Walter Burley Griffin. 
The lake which now bears his 
name is a focal point of the ci-
ty’s Parliament and downtown 
area and is about 10 kilometers 
(6 miles) from the stadium.

NEWCASTLE
Newcastle Stadium, capaci-

ty 33,000. Matches (4): Jan. 
12 — Japan vs. Palestine (D); 
Jan. 17 — Oman vs. Kuwait 
(A); Jan. 27 — Semifinal, win-
ner match 26 vs. winner ma-
tch 28; Jan. 30 — 3rd Place, 
semifinal losers.

Newcastle is located about 
160 kilometers (100 miles) 
north of Sydney and can be ea-
sily reached by train or car in 
about two hours. The city has 
a population of about 550,000 
and has two professional teams 
— A-League football’s Jets and 
the National Rugby League’s 
Knights.

GROUPS
Group A — Australia, South 

Korea, Oman, Kuwait.
Group B — Uzbekistan, Saudi 

Arabia, China, North Korea.
Group C — Iran, United Arab 

Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain.
Group D — Japan, Jordan, 

Iraq, Palestine.
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Guyana police seize usD13M worth 
of cocaine aboarD carGo ship 

Authorities in the South American country 
of Guyana say they have discovered USD13 
million worth of cocaine aboard a ship that ar-
rived from neighboring Suriname.

The director of the anti-narcotics unit says 
that officers have so far found an estimated 
1,400 kilograms aboard the Cyprus-registered 

ship named “The Delta Diedre.” James Singh 
said the ship’s crew was detained Tuesday.

He said the ship was traveling toward the sou-
theastern port town of Linden to load bauxite 
from China’s Bosai Minerals Group. The ship 
was then scheduled to travel to Spain, the Ne-
therlands and Belgium.

85-115
Moderate

Yuri Kageyama
Business Writer, Tokyo

MCDONALD’S Corp. 
officials in Japan 

bowed deeply yesterday to 
apologize for a human too-
th, plastic pieces and other 
objects found in the burger 
chain’s food, highlighting 
how consumers here are 
both loving and hating the 
fast-food eatery.

The hubbub over objects 
turning up in the food co-
mes on the heels of a dif-
ferent kind of problem at 
the popular chain — a lack 
of fries, stemming from a 
shortage set off by labor 
disruptions on the U.S. 
West Coast. Last year, Mc-
Donald’s in China and Ja-
pan along with other fast-
food brands were hit by a 
scandal over expired meat 
from a Chinese supplier.

In the recent cases, a 
child’s mouth was injured 
by a piece of plastic in an 
ice cream sundae in De-
cember. The fragment had 
fallen into the dispenser 
while being assembled, ac-
cording to McDonald’s.

In another case, a custo-
mer who bought a Big Mac 
set in August last year fou-
nd a tooth in the fries. Mc-
Donald’s said none of its 
employees at the outlet or 
its suppliers had lost a too-
th, and there were no signs 
the tooth had been fried. It 
was still investigating how 
the tooth and plastic got in 
the food.

SURPRISE SIDES

Tooth, plastic in McDonald’s 
meals in Japan

“To make such cases zero 
is our goal,” said Takehiko 
Aoki, a senior executive. 
“We are doing our utmost 
to tackle them, one by one.”

Aoki denied such cases 
highlighted an overall 
quality-control problem 
and called them “isolated” 
cases. He acknowledged 
there were other cases, in-
cluding metal in a pancake 
and plastic in a McMuffin, 
but declined to give a tally 
of the incidents.

He said it was possible 
that outsiders had planted 
the tooth and other items.

In two other cases, pie-
ces of plastic were found 
in the Chicken McNugge-
ts, delivered from a plant 

85-115
Moderate

80-110
Moderate

opinion

Credibility at stake again  
According to the government’s report, 

recently submitted to Beijing, which focu-
sed on the Occupy Central movement, it 
is the common aspiration of those in Hong 
Kong to have universal suffrage in 2017 
“as scheduled and strictly in accordance 
with the Basic Law and [Beijing’s rulin-
gs]”.  There appears to be nothing wrong 
with the first part, which invokes the idea 
of “one person, one vote” in 2017 for the 
CE, but the second, in part, is plain distor-
tion. The NPC’s rulings have been highly 
controversial and a primary driving force 
behind the Occupy movement. Wasn’t this 
report a consequence of a government 
meeting with student leaders, where an 
official promise was made to reflect public 
opinions?

It does seem as though the government is 
obstinately refusing to take any responsi-
bility at all for creating the crisis when su-
rely it must take part of the blame. As with 
the representatives of the people of Hong 
Kong who misinformed Beijing about po-
pular sentiment over constitutional reform, 
in the summer report on public survey on 
constitutional development, the onus was 
on the government’s court not to provide 
the report that they thought Macau and 
Hong Kong Affairs Office and Beijing wou-
ld like to receive. Given the massive ou-
tpouring of protest both on the streets and 
social media, and, after having an openly 
broadcast meeting with student leaders, it 
would have been more sensible to relax a 
little and to show that the protestors’ views 
were reflected.  The alternative would be to 
keep singing the same tune.

A number of CY Leung’s political critics 
accuse him of stubbornness and a refusal 
to admit mistakes, while others accuse him 
of being a yes-man for Beijing who fails to 
stand up for the people of Hong Kong. If 
the former is true, considering he backed 
down late last year over remarks that poor 
people should not be allowed to vote, the-
re should have been the hope that there 
could be flexibility over the latest report. 
It is a pity if he has not seen this missed 
opportunity to reach out to the next gene-
ration of Hong Kong voters, many of whom 
will be casting their ballots for the first time 
in the 2016 Legislative Council election, 
and possibly in the 2017 Chief Executive 
election pending the approval of the uni-
versal reform bill. On the other hand, if the 
latter is true and he is, as many believe,  
a puppet for Beijing, then could we have 
expected any better? Should all who be-
lieve in a more representative government 
give up as the unequal struggle continues 
between the more liberal forces here and 
on the mainland, and conservative forces 
over there who dominate Chinese and 
Hong Kong governments? 

No. No one can predict the future. History 
regularly presents astonishing surprises. 
For example, who would have foreseen 
that the student movement would have 
grown so fast and so extensively, culmina-
ting in the Occupy movement? Who would 
have predicted that a demographic once 
regarded as politically apathetic would 
now be so engaged and have such elo-
quent leaders displaying budding political 
skills? 
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in Thailand. One was blue, 
and so it could have fallen 
in during production, but 
the other was clear, a type 
not used at McDonald’s, 
officials said.

“I will eat McNuggets. I 
will feed McNuggets to my 
children. I have no doub-
ts,” said Aoki.

McDonald’s is popular in 
Japan, running more than 
3,000 restaurants.

Over the years, it has sur-
vived “mad cow” scares 
and more general health 
worries about high calo-
ries. Orders for fries were 
limited last year to small 
servings because of a po-
tato shortage. Large fries 
came back Monday. AP

PHILIPPINES When 
Pope Francis visits the 
Philippines next week, 
traffic enforcers won’t 
let the capital’s streets 
get gridlocked if they 
have to answer the call 
of nature. About 2,000 
traffic enforcers who 
will be on duty during 
the Jan. 15-19 papal 
visit will be required to 
wear adult diapers, said 
Metropolitan Manila 
Development Authority 
chairman Francis 
Tolentino. Tolentino also 
encouraged people who 
will wait for hours to see 
the pope to also wear 
diapers.

INDIA A passenger 
bus veers off a road in 
southeastern India and 
falls into a gorge, killing 
at least 16 people, most 
of them college and 
middle school students, 
police say. More than 50 
other people are injured 
in the accident, which 
took place near the town 
of Penukonda in Andhra 
Pradesh state.

INDIA Police say they are 
now treating the death of 
the wife of a prominent 
former government 
minister and U.N. 
diplomat as a murder 
and have set up a special 
team to investigate her 
death in a New Delhi 
hotel last year.

TOUR German 
broadcaster ARD says 
it will resume live 
coverage of the Tour de 
France after skipping 
the event three times 
because of various 
doping scandals in the 
sport. ARD television 
producer Volker Herres 
says “recent German 
successes, especially 
in the Tour de France, 
and a new generation 
of German cyclists who 
have worked time and 
time again for a sport 
free of doping, have led 
to this sporting event’s 
greater appeal.”

People eat at a McDonald’s restaurant in Tokyo

Notwithstanding its worldwide recognition, Macau seems to still be able to amaze some of the 30 
million plus tourists we desperately welcome per year.
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