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PETITION CONDEMS FONG CHI
KEONG’S SPEECH

' & The petition now launched

states that Fong Chi Keong'’s
speech on domestic violence is
“inflammatory and discriminatory”

-

SCHOLARS
STUDY

| IMPACT OF
LRT AND
CASINO
INDUSTRY
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MILITARY TARGETS 16 OFFICIALS
FOR GRAFT AS XI WIDENS PROBE

China’s military announced the
names of 16 senior officials who
were put under investigation for

graft
a P10
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CHINA Thirty-two officials
in far-western China

have been punished

over alleged bribe-
taking, nepotism or

other wrongdoing in

the choosing of people
for over-subscribed
Muslim pilgrimages to

the holy city of Mecca,

a Communist Party
commission and a state
newspaper say. Vore on p10

PAKISTANI lawmakers are
protesting the publication
of images of Islam’s
prophet in the satirical
French magazine attacked
by extremists last week.
State-run TV reported
that the lawmakers
unanimously approved a
resolution condemning
the publication of the
images. It did not say how
many legislators were on
hand for the vote.

INDONESIAN navy divers
try to find bodies believed
to be trapped inside a
large chunk of the AirAsia
jet’s fuselage. More on p12

INDIA An Indian novelist
goes into hiding and says
he has quit writing after
his latest book about a
woman’s efforts to get
pregnant with a stranger
sparked virulent protests
by right-wing Hindu and
caste groups.

JAPAN If you are
troubled, lost in life or
just feel like discussing
cats and Japanese
baseball, visit “Mr.
Murakami’s Place” online.
Author Haruki Murakami
(pictured), notoriously
publicity-shy, is taking
questions and responding
for the next two weeks via
website.

More on backpage
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Analysts predict full

gaming recovery in

2016 ..
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TOURISM

Hospitality industry confident
in CNY performance

Joao Pedro Lau

E vice president of the Ma-
cau Hoteliers and Innkeepers
Association, Kenny Cheung, pre-
dicted that hotels in Macau will
be catering mainly to indepen-
dent tourists over the upcoming
Chinese New Year (CNY), which
means that bookings will only
arrive shortly before the holiday.
He also expressed his confiden-
ce in the performance of hotels
during the CNY golden week.

Dr Cheung said that the com-
pletion and opening of two re-
sort projects will inject new ele-
ments into the Macau market,
as well as enhance the attrac-
tion, popularity and influence of
Macau. “With the new elements
added, we hope the performan-
ce of the industry can remain
stable, so that it can contribute

Kenny Cheung

positively to the tourism market
in general,” he said.
Although there has been a

slump in the number of VIP
guests in casinos, Cheung said
that he has yet to notice any sig-

nificant drop in hotel occupancy
rates. He said that there has al-
ready been a diversification of
guests in the Macau hotel indus-
try. Even though part of the de-
mand for hotel rooms are from
the gaming industry, and the
recent decrease in revenue has
affected some hotels, he said that
overall occupancy figures are still
on a stable level.

Moreover, he pointed out that
CNY is the largest festival in Chi-
na, and that the market analysis
indicates that independent guests
will be the majority this year. “The
character of independent guests
is that they start their trip later
and are more likely to make indi-
vidual decisions on the travelling
route. Therefore, like last year,
the bookings [for hotel rooms]
will come relatively late because
group tourists are no longer do-

minating... We predicted that the
peak period for people to make
their booking would be the pe-
riod shortly before the holiday,”
he said. “After analyzing the trend
and looking at the experience last
year, the CNY golden week will
still be one of the better perfor-
ming seasons in the year. Hence,
we are confident in the [perfor-
mance] during CNY.”
Commenting on the industry’s
human resources issues, Cheu-
ng said that there will still be a
growing demand for manpower.
Although gaming revenue has
been predicted to continue its
decline over the first half of this
year, he said that the diversifica-
tion of the hospitality industry
has already led to growth in non-
gaming-related guest sources. As
a result, he said that the industry
will remain in good condition.
Furthermore, Dr Cheung sug-
gested that the likelihood of fresh
university graduates being at-
tracted to joining the hospitality
industry depends on whether the
enterprises can help them with
their future careers. “I think both
the tourism industry and the
hospitality industry are still de-
veloping, which should be attrac-
tive to fresh graduates,” he said.

Petition condemning Fong Chi
Keong’s speech launched

group of local associations has

aunched a petition condemning
directly appointed lawmaker Fong Chi
Keong for his comments on domestic
violence, made at the Legislative As-
sembly earlier this week.

“I really disagree [with] the secre-
tary’s advocacy for zero-tolerance.
You cannot clap with only one hand.
It always takes two hands. [In cases
where] the wife is chewing the hus-
band’s ear off, if the wife did not talk
back when the husband reprimanded
her, the husband would not have bea-
ten her,” he said during the domestic
violence legislation debate.

Fong also said that he did not un-
derstand the concept of sexual assault
between couples. “I do not unders-
tand what sexual assault is between
husband and wife. There is no sexual
assault in marriage. The purpose of
marriage is to satisfy sexual needs. So,
if a wife wants to have sex and her hus-
band does not want it, is it domestic
violence?”

The petition now launched - tit-
led “We strongly condemn Fong Chi
Keong’s speech on domestic violence!”
— states that Fong Chi Keong’s speech
is “inflammatory and discriminatory”
and “not only offends women and men
withholding the value of gender equa-

RENATO MARQUES

Fong Chi Keong

lity by reinforcing appalling gender
stereotypes, it also aggravates violence
and threatens the family and societal
harmony.”

“The Macao Gender Education and
other supporting organizations stron-
gly condemns Mr. Fong and reques-
ts him to apologize publically for his
improper speech. We also urge all
members of the Macau society not to
tolerate any language and behavior su-
pporting or contributing to domestic
violence,” the petition reads.

Housing Bureau head says ‘everyone
should have a roof over their head’

HE new Housing

Bureau (IH) director
Ieong Kam Wa took office
yesterday. He stated that
the bureau now needs to
focus on the follow-up of
the three rounds of public
housing applications in
2013, while simultaneou-
sly continuing the review
and amendment of the
public housing regime.

Ieong, who is the former
IH deputy director, said
that the assignment of
the government-promi-
sed 19,000 public hou-
sing units was comple-
ted in 2013. Regarding
the delays in individual
projects due to technical
restrictions and safety
reasons, the authorities
have requested the Pu-
blic Works department
to catch up with the sche-
dule, so as to minimize
the delay on residents’
moving in.

“The goal of the MSAR
government’s housing po-
licy is ‘to enable everyone
to have a roof over their

head and to live and
work in peace and con-
tentment,” he said at the
inauguration ceremony.

“The IH holds fast to
supporting low-income
households to solve their
housing needs as its prio-
rity of work and performs
its duty of assigning and
administrating  public
housing resources in ac-
cordance with the law,”
he stressed.

According to Ieong,
the bureau received over
42,000 applications for
affordable housing units
last year, and that over
ten thousand of them
needed to supplement
required information.

He further stated that
the affordable housing
law is expected to be par-
tially amended within
this year, streamlining
the procedure for resi-
dents to move into their
assigned units.

“The IH has started in-
ternal analysis last year
[on the review of the cur-

rent public housing poli-
cy]. We also discussed the
direction for law amend-
ment with the Public
Housing Affairs Commi-
ttee,” he told the media,
adding that the working
arrangements will be re-
vealed in March when the
government’s Policy Ad-
dress is released.

The director further in-
dicated that the TH will
continue promoting the
amendment of the laws
and regulations on the
management of buildin-
gs, as well as supervising
the practice of real estate
agencies.

The inauguration ce-
remony was presided
over by the Secretary for
Transport and Public
Works Raimundo Arrais
do Rosario. He acknow-
ledged that several lea-
dership positions under
the Secretariat are still
vacant, which will af-
fect the ongoing public
works. The vacancies will
be filled gradually. BY
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GAMING

CLSA predicts 22 pct GGR boost in 2016

Joao Pedro Lau

REDIT Lyonnais Se-

curities Asia’s (CLSA)

regional head of con-

sumer and gaming
research Aaron Fischer says
that 2015 will be another “tou-
gh year” for Macau, with the
gross gaming revenue (GGR)
of the city expected to head
further south. However, Fis-
cher predicts that recovery
will start in the second half of
2015, following the comple-
tion and opening of several
casino resort projects, and he
believes the figures will turn
around in 2016.

Speaking at the Global Ga-
ming Expo 2015 press confe-
rence yesterday, held in the
City of Dreams resort, Mr Fis-
cher described last year as “the
perfect storm” for Macau, with
various issues putting pres-
sure on gaming revenue. He
believes that the biggest pro-
blem in 2014 was the lack of
new hotel rooms and gaming
tables, resulting in an inability
to meet new demand. He also
named the anti-corruption
campaign in China, the chan-
ges in immigration policy, and
the slowdown of the Chinese
economy as other factors that
contributed to last year’s fall
in revenue.

Fischer said that they fore-
casted a weak performance in
the gaming section in the first
half of this year, with a GGR
year-on-year drop of 29 per-
cent in the first quarter and

NEW FEATURES IN

G2e 2015

THE G2E 2015 exhibition will
take place between May 19 and
21 at the Venetian Macau. Jose-
phine Lee, senior vice president
of the event’s organizer — Reed
Exhibitions Greater China — re-
vealed that this year’s G2E will
feature more exhibitors and
highlights. Ms Lee said that the
number of exhibitors will in-
crease by 15 percent to around
150. The area of the exhibition
will also increase by 30 percent.
She expected that the number
of participants will surge by 20
percent as well, and that more
non-local participants will join
the exhibition. “For example,
we are going to have more
participants from Philippines,
Vietnam, Russia, Cambodia
and India. We estimate that
there will be around 10,000
participants,” she said. As for
the highlights, Lee said that
there will be more non-gaming
entertainment equipment and
business solution products on
display.

-ENTERTAINMENT
INDU%TRY
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Aaron Fischer

20 percent in the second quar-
ter. “Unfortunately, we’ve had
some very weak revenue data
come out over the last six to
nine months. We think that’s
going to continue for the first
six months of this year. In
fact, the first quarter will be
among the worst months on
record..We think February
will represent the trough of
the bad news because in Fe-
bruary 2014, that was the re-
cord [high] month and the
growth rate was up 40 per-
cent,” he said.

He spoke to the media on the
sidelines of the event and pre-
dicted that the GGR in 2015
will be down by 9 percent year-
on-year. Nevertheless, he be-
lieves that this year will be “a
tale of two halves,” with the
first half’'s GGR down by 20 to
30 percent and some recovery
in the second half of the year.
“One of the main drivers for
the improvement in news flow
is the opening of new projec-
ts. So we have Galaxy opening
phase two in the third quar-
ter of this year, and then we
have Melco Crown opening the
Studio City project. And after
that we have the Parisian ope-
ned by the Sands, [as well as
Wynn’s and MGM’s]... These
new projects are going to start
accelerating the growth rate
in Macau. So the beginning of
2015 will be a bit difficult, se-
cond half [of the year] and year
2016 will be a fantastic year,”
he said, adding that there will
likely be an overall 22 percent

4 GGR in 2015
will be down by
9 percent y-o0-y,
CLSA predicts

GGR growth next year.

Furthermore, the analyst su-
ggested that the increase in
hotel rooms is a crucial factor
in driving up Macau’s gaming
revenue. He noted that the
hotel room occupancy rate is
very high, indicating a strong
demand, with people who
want to spend a night here
unable to secure a room.

Nevertheless, he said that
“the glory days are over” and
people will not see another
annual GGR growth rate of
up to 40 to 50 percent like
in 2010 and 2011, as the base
is already very high. “Those
days [with] very high growth
[rates] are definitely behind
us. We will start seeing more
normalized growth rates going
forward, which would pro-
bably average in the next few
years somewhere in the teens,
between 10 to 15 percent”, he
said.

Fischer also claimed that
the revenue generated by VIP
guests, which has been the
major force pushing the city’s
gaming revenue upward, has
already peaked, and the futu-
re of Macau lies in the mass
market in casino and non-ga-
ming sectors.

Even though he conceded
that the investment return for
the new projects in Macau is
dropping, he said that it is still
three times higher than the
global average.

In terms of developing the
non-gaming sector in the city,
Fischer said that it is a good
policy for the government to
encourage casino operators
to invest in non-gaming items
by rewarding them with ex-
tra gaming tables if they meet
the administration’s demand.
“The government doesn’t have
to spend money on the [deve-
loping the non-gaming sector]
themselves. They can ask the
casino operators to spend the
money on the activities,” he
suggested, adding that this
strategy works well in other
markets such as Singapore.
He also predicted that during
the renewal of the gaming
concession, the government
will favor the gaming conces-
sionaires who have put effort
into developing non-gaming

projects. He thinks that all
six licenses will be renewed,
although he is not such whe-
ther there will be a seventh.
“Maybe there could be one li-
cense issued to one of the lo-
cal companies here. There has
been talk of Macau Legend
getting one of the licenses,
but it’s [still just] rumors,”
he said. “For the most part, I
think it is going to be the sta-
tus quo, with these six licen-
ses renewed. But there might
be changes in terms. Our best
guess is the gaming tax increa-
ses, from maybe 39 percent up
to 43 percent.”

In addition, the consultant
said that while there is “no
chance at all” for any Asian
country to achieve a market
size like Macau’s, Fischer
thinks that several markets
have the potential to be huge,
such as Japan. He described
the country as “the holy grail
of opportunity”, with a possi-
ble market size similar to that
of Macau.

DICJ REFUTES INTERNET RUMORS

THE GAMING Inspection and
Coordination Bureau (DICJ)
released a statement rejecting
Internet rumors that claimed the
government will bar local resi-
dents from entering casinos in
2016. The rumors, circulated on
Facebook, suggested that Macau
residents who want to work in
gaming-related fields must first

be licensed by the authorities.
Gaming industry workers are
also prohibited from gambling.
In a short statement released
yesterday, DICJ denied the ru-
mors and stated that according
to a law that came into force in
November 2012, people under
21 years of age are forbidden to
enter casinos.
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Portuguese scholars study impact
of LRT and casino industry

delegation of researchers

rom the University of
Coimbra (UC) is expected to vi-
sit Macau between Jan 19 and
26 in order to assess the im-
pact of the Light Rapid Transit
(LRT) project and, in a separate
investigation, the effects of the
casino industry’s expansion.

Both projects are being under-
taken by UC's Department of
Architecture under the coordi-
nation of scholars Jorge Figuei-
ra and Nuno Grande.

According to a press release
issued by the UC (the oldest
Portuguese university), the
research “constitutes a contri-
bution made by the UC to the
undergoing debate in Macau
about urban and architectural
transformation. That debate
was generated by the building
of new infrastructures, namely
the LRT, the reclaimed parcels
of land on the waterfront, and
the policy of casino and gaming
industry expansion.”

Jorge Figueira and Nuno
Grande stress that recent sta-
tements made by Beijing au-
thorities “point out that the

Peninsula de Macau: Proposta de implantag

The LRT's
impact on the
city’s waterfront
is under
analysis

[region’s] development from
now on should be made in a
more sustainable way in order
to counter the disproportional
weight of the gaming industry
in the local economy and the
excessive construction on the

new reclaimed land.”

During their stay in Macau,
the UC delegation will partici-
pate in a workshop organized in
cooperation with the University
of Saint Joseph and will sha-
re their architectural concepts
with local institutions such as
the Architects Association of
Macau, the Center for Architec-
ture and Urbanism, the Trans-
portation Infrastructure Office,
the Institute for European Stu-
dies, and the non-profit organi-
zation Docomomo Macau.

Regarding the LRT’s impact
on the city’s waterfront, the UC

Peninsula de Macau: Proposta de uma nova Es

researchers will reveal the re-
sults of an investigation analy-
zing the historical relationship
between Macau and the water
that surrounds it. The resear-
chers will use models and com-
puterized images to present
solutions linking the water and
the LRT. The researchers stress
that their proposals follow the
work done in Macau’s southern
front by prominent Portuguese
architects like Alvaro Siza Viei-
ra and Manuel Vicente.

The study about the impact of
the growing gaming industry in
Macau aims at “analyzing the

(.

letro Ligeiro sobre a agua entre a cidade e o rie

impact of casinos in the territory,
particularly their architectonical
features, without stylistic precon-
ceptions,” Jorge Figueira com-
ments. Some “case studies” of
casinos in Macau’s peninsula and
also in Cotai will be presented.

Both research studies are
being undertaken as part of the
“Macau-Coimbra Project” pro-
moted by UC’s Department of
Architecture. The project is part
of a program of cooperation in
the field of creative industries
between Portugal and Macau,
and is financed by the Euro-
pean Union. PB

New football season kicks oft
with fresh lineups

HE 2015 season of

Macau’s top-flight
football championship,
Elite League, is set to
kick off today with a ma-
tch between team Mon-
te Carlo and the newly-
promoted team Casa de
Portugal. This year, a
total of ten teams will
compete for the Elite
League title, with some
teams presenting very
different lineups.

Last year’s champion
club Benfica Macau pre-
sented its lineup for the
new season yesterday,
revealing that the team
has been reinforced
with more experienced
players. The club’s di-
rector Duarte Alves sta-
ted that the team aims
to “score more goals”
than last season.

“We can even build a
platform to help local
players to achieve their “Weneed to play hard in
goals and help eleva- each match and respect
te the level of Macau our opponents, whe-
football, through leve- ther it’s a strong team
raging the Lusophone or not,” added Benfica’s
countries’ football ex- coach Bruno Alvares.
periences and teams,” With a turnover of
added Alves. some of its local you-

RENATO MARQUES/PHOTO ARCHIVE

The director suggested
that the championship
this year will be more

competitive, as more
experienced players
from overseas will join
the local championship.

ng players, club Monte
Carlo replaced all its
five foreign players with
professional players
from Brazil and signed
two players from the
mainland. Despite the
big change in team li-
neup, the club believes
that its level of compe-
titiveness is no less than
before.

Monte Carlo’s deputy
coach Iong Cho Ieng ex-
plained that the team’s

core players still remain,
and the five new foreign
players have good te-
chnique and other ad-
vantages. “As long as we
are of one mind, we are
still a competitive team
for the champion title,”
he said.

The Elite League is
expected to have more
contenders, including
last year’s runner-up,
Sporting Clube de Ma-
cau. BY

PSP warns taxi
industry to behave

N a meeting with seven representatives from

the local taxi industry on Wednesday, the head
of the Public Security Police’s traffic department,
Che Wai, has reiterated that the authorities are
keeping a close eye on local taxi drivers, and will
continue to tackle irregularities like excessive fare
charging and the refusing of fares.

Mr Che said that he understands the concerns of
the taxi industry regarding the recent crackdown
on taxi drivers. However, he said that the authori-
ties have received many complaints from residents
and tourists, and that the police are only targeting
a small group of taxi drivers rather than the who-
le industry. He also claimed that issues with ta-
xis have been tackled regularly, not only in recent
days.

Kuok Leong Son, the Macau Taxi Driver Mutual
Association president, was also in attendance at
the meeting. He pointed out that the police have
recently been prosecuting drivers who pick up or
drop off passengers on the side of the road with
yellow lines, where it is prohibited to stop one’s
vehicle. He suggested that it is because Macau
does not have many taxi stations that taxis are for-
ced to stop on spots with yellow lines. Kuok hopes
that the authorities can take this into considera-
tion and allow taxi drivers to drop off passengers
on some yellow line spots in a way that does not
obstruct traffic.

Che responded that he would bring Kuok’s sug-
gestion to the relevant authorities. However, he
said that the police still needs to enforce the Tra-
ffic Law and they would not ease up on the issue.
He also said that everybody is equal in the eyes of
the law.

In the first 10 days of 2015, the police prosecuted
93 cases of excessive fare charging and 43 cases of
refusing fares.
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DSRT

to study
triple play
licensing
scheme

The inauguration
ceremony for the Bureau
of Telecommunications
Regulation’s new
director Hoi Chi Leong
took place yesterday.

He said that the bureau
will study the licensing
scheme for triple play,
as well as the legislation
required. As for whether
the government-owned
Macau Basic Television
Channels Limited will
continue to operate, Hoi
said that it depends on
the situation in future.
The new director also
suggested that his priority
is to strive to release

the bidding results for
the 4G licenses in the
first quarter of the year.
He also aims to launch
the service within the
year. Following the
increase in competition,
Hoi predicted that
telecommunication prices
will decrease, while the
quality of service will
improve.
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Disappointing sales
for Cartier in Macau

Corinne Gretler

RECHEMONT, the maker of
artier jewelry, reported that
third-quarter revenue growth
stagnated for the first time in six
years as protests in Hong Kong
disrupted sales in the biggest
market for Swiss watches.
Revenue excluding currency
shifts was unchanged in the three
months through December, com-

Sales in the
Asia Pacific
region declined
amid a difficult
trading
environment in
most markets,
especially in HK
and Macau

BLOOMBERG

Wristwatches sit in a window display of a Cartier luxury store

pared with the year-earlier pe-
riod, the Geneva-based company
said yesterday in a statement.
Analysts expected 1.5 percent
growth, according to the average
estimate in a Bloomberg survey.
The shares slid as much as 2.4
percent in Zurich trading.
Protests in Hong Kong, where
rich Chinese purchase watches
and jewelry at lower tax rates
than on the mainland, caused
shops to close in September and
October. The pro-democracy
demonstrations coincided with
the China National Day holidays
known as Golden Week, one of
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the busiest times of the year, as
well as a watch industry show in

the city.
“Asia Pacific is clearly disa-
ppointing,”  Patrik  Schwen-

dimann, an analyst at Zuercher
Kantonalbank AG in Zurich,
said by phone. “Watch sales in
Asia are still impacted by high
inventories and cautious retai-
lers. There are rays of hope el-
sewhere: Europe, with domestic
demand and tourism, the Middle
East and the U.S.”

Sales in the Asia Pacific region
declined 12 percent at constant
exchange rates amid a difficult

P
S
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trading environment in most
markets, especially in Hong Kong
and Macau, said the company,
whose full name is Cie. Financie-
re Richemont SA. That compares
with the 5.8 percent drop analys-
ts had estimated in a Bloomberg
survey.

Net cash rose 14 percent to a re-
cord 4.9 billion euros at the end
of the period, said the company,
led by Chairman Johann Ru-
pert, a South African billionaire
who returned to Richemont in
September after taking one year
off. The luxury-goods maker will
probably “put to work” some of
that pile making acquisitions,
Mario Ortelli, an analyst at San-
ford C. Bernstein, wrote in a note
yesterday.

“The return of Mr. Rupert to the
helm of the company after his sa-
bbatical could be an accelerating
factor for the M&A strategy of the
group,” he said. The analyst ex-
pects improvement in the second
half due to a foreign-exchange
reversal, retailers ordering more
after having run down their in-
ventories, and a possible new line
of Cartier watches.

Richemont doesn’t report profit
for the fiscal third quarter. The
company reported a 4 percent
drop in first-half operating pro-
fit in November, when the com-
pany also said the decline in the
Chinese market was moderating.
Bloomberg
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MACAU GOVERNMENT TOURIST OFFICE

NOTICE

The Macau Government Tousist Office bereby announces an invitation 1o wemder for the “Macsn Tourism Industry Development Master
Plan Service Provision™, in accordance with the appeoval of the Secretary for Social AfMairs asd Culvure dsed 5% of December of 2014

From the daie of peblication of the present notice, interesied bidders may visit the Macsu Governmest Towrist Office Recepiion Counser,
kocated in Alemeda D, Carles & Asssmpghio, no. 335-341, “Hotline™ Building, 12* foor, Macau, 1o view the Temder Program amd Texms amd
Conditions of the Tender within the working bours, and pay MOP 300,00 (five hundred patacas) 1o obinin the copies.

For any farther enquinies, please visit the Macau Government Towrist Office website (Bitp:findustry, macautourism, gov.mao) to sehmit your
enguirics staning from the day of publication of the present notice until 10 days before the tender submissica deadling. All replies will be
pasted on the same websiie

The maxmmem price linuit for the tender is MOP 20,000,000.00 (twenty million patacas).

Criteria for ender evaluation and their respective percentages are as follow;
= Appeeciation of the planming task (35%]),
- Planming methods and programee of work of the phases (20%6);

= Price {15%);

= Expenence (30%4).

Bidders must subenin the tender written in Chinese, Portugeese or English, within the working hours by 17:45 bours oa 2 of Masch of
2015, o the Macau Government Tourisa Office Reception Counter, locmed in Alameda Dv. Carlos dAssumpelo, mo. 335-341, “Hodime™
Building, 12" floor in Macau and shall submit the provisional gusrantes foc of MOP 40000000 (four hundred thowsand patacas). The
provigional guarasoe Fos shall be paid by: 1) cash deposit 1o e sccount of “Tourism Fend” s Banco Nacional Ulirsmaring of Macs; 1) bank
pasmanoee; 3) cash, cashier's crder or mark good cheque deposit divecaly 1 the Macau Govemment Tourist Office, cashier's order or mark good
cheque should be made payable w “Tourizm Fund™; 4) wire iramsfer direcily 1o the sccount of Tourism Funsd, st Banco Nacions] Ulirsmariso of
Mucau (account no. S003211119),

The iender opening session will be held in the Audiiorium of the Macau Governmsest Tousist Office, locwied in Alsmeda Dy, Carlos
dAssumpedo, no. 335-34 1, "Hotline” Building, 4 floor in Macas, 8t 10000 hours on 3™ of Murch of 2015,

In case of the services of the Macas Govermment Tourist Office are suspended owing 1o typhoon or force majeure, the scheduled chosing
date and time for submission of temder, as well as the dme and time for opening the temder shall be extended o the next working day that

follows immediately.

Management :

Drnecior

Miscau Ciovernnend Tounst OiTice, an 15" of December af 2014

Mana Helena de Senna Fernandes

According to the article n.” 27 of Decres-Law o 63850, of 6® July, the legal representatives of the Bidder should be present during the
tender opening sestion for amy complaints and'or to explamn any doubts regarding thewr respective tender.
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World’s newest
airliner begins
first commercial

flight

‘QATA

R PSS

WEES BRRARRA AR BN AE

The first Airbus A350 for Qatar Airways sits on the tarmac

Abdullah Rebhy
and Scott Mayerowitz, Doha

HE world’s newest

jetliner, the Airbus
A350, took to the skies
yesterday carrying its first
paying passengers from
the Gulf Arab nation of
Qatar.

The Qatar Airways flight
departed the Qatari capital
Doha bound for Frankfurt,
Germany. It marks the
debut of the relatively li-
ghtweight, twin-aisle, lon-
g-range plane, which pro-
mises to connect smaller
cities with major aviation
hubs nonstop at a cheaper
cost for airlines.

For passengers, the new
plane offers wider pano-
ramic windows and larger
overhead storage space
plus the ability to limit
connections.

The A350 is the third
— and final — major new
aircraft in a decade. First
there was the double-de-
cker Airbus A380, which
debuted in October 2007.
It’s the world’s largest
passenger jet, designed
to carry up to 525 passen-
gers between some of the
largest cities on the pla-
net.

Then came the lightwei-
ght Boeing 787, which car-
ried its first passengers in
October 2011. Thanks to
its lower operating cos-
ts, the jet, marketed by
Boeing as the Dreamli-
ner, has led to new nons-
top flights between cities
that previously didn’t have
enough passengers to me-
rit such service.

As with the Dreamliner,
the A350’s lightweight de-
sign allows it to burn sig-
nificantly less fuel than
other jets of similar size.
A little more than half of
the structure is made of
composite materials such
as plastic reinforced by
carbon fibers. Add in tita-
nium and advanced alumi-
num alloys and more than
70 percent of the plane is
made up of lightweight
materials.

Airbus says the A350 will
help open up nonstop rou-
tes like Shanghai to Bos-
ton, Massachusetts or Pa-
ris to Santiago, Chile.

The A350 can fly 276 to
369 passengers, depen-
ding on the variant and the
airline’s choice of seating
configuration.

Qatar’s version is fitted
out with 36 business class
seats that turn into fully
flat beds and boast 17-inch
TV screens, and an eco-
nomy class section with
247 seats, with smaller
TVs.

The state-backed airline
has put considerable fai-
th in the new model, with
orders for 79 more planes.
It received its first dou-
ble-decker A380 from the
European plane maker in
September.

“The delivery of this new
aircraft category into the
Qatar Airways’ fleet
is a moment of absolu-
te national pride for Qa-
tar Airways and the state
of Qatar,” Qatar Airways
CEO Akbar al-Baker said
at an inauguration cere-
mony last week. AP
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REAL ESTATE MATTERS
Clarifying Costs For Buyers — Part 2

Juliet Risdon is a Director of JVML Property and a property investor.
Having established the company in 1994, JML Property offers
Investment Property & Homes. It specializes in managing

properties for owners and investors, and providing attractive and
comfortable homes for tenants.

www.JMLProperty.com
info@JMLProperty.com

Investing in a property involves not
only the purchase price of the property
itself, but also the associated costs of
the purchase.
In this 3 part series, we break the cost
of purchasing a property into 3 catego-
ries, and have outlined the details in
each one.
The categories are:
Purchase Costs - the cost of the pro-
perty itself
Legal & Administration Costs - ta-
xes, notary, registration fees etc
Property Costs - renovation, impro-
vements and furnishing
Last week we looked at Purchase costs,
and this week we are going to look at
Legal and Administration Costs.
Property prices in Macau are in HKD,
so for the sake of consistency please
assume that all prices here are in HKD.
For the purpose of this article, we are
going to look at a property that is pur-
chased for HKD 6,000,000.
However, be warned that these cos-
ts do fluctuate, and whilst the figures
themselves may change, you will at
least know what you are looking for.

Legal & Administrative Costs -
$277,000

These costs are the ones directly asso-
ciated with the purchase of the proper-
ty, and include such things as Govern-
ment Taxes and agency fees.

Stamp Duty - $126,000

The government charges a stamp duty
on all property transactions on a sli-
ding scale payable within 30 days of
the signing of the Promissory Sales &
Purchase Agreement.

For the purpose of this example, we
have kept the price in HKD. It shou-
1d be noted that the government will
convert the price in MOP to make the

AD b
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calculation.
Stamp duty consists of 4 parts;

1% Up to $2,000,000

2% over $2,000,000 and up to

$4,000,000

3% over $4,000,000
0.5% of the total amount
In our case, the breakdown is;

1% x $2,000,000 = $20,000

2% X $2,000,000 = $40,000

3% x $2,000,000 = $60,000

0.5% x $120,000 total = $6,000

Stamp Duty payable = $126,000
The stamp duty example given here
applies to everybody. There is also a
special stamp duty of an additional
10% of the purchase price for non-re-
sidents of Macau or when the property
is purchased under a company name.

Agency Fee - $60,000

The property agency will usually charge
a fee equal to 1% of the purchase price,
normally payable as the deal executes.
However, some agents request 50% of
the fee upon signing the Provisional
Agreement and 50% upon completion
of the purchase.

Notary & Registration Fees -
$80,000
It is our experience that different law
offices use different ways to break
down the Notary and registration char-
ges. We will list the various items indi-
vidually, but don't be surprised if you
get a blank stare if you ask for a break-
down of charges from a legal office.
The charge includes;
Notary Fees - Deed Transfer
Notary Fees - Mortgage Loan
Stamp Duty & Registration Fees -
Deed Transfer
Stamp Duty & Registration Fees -
Mortgage Loan
Land Registry / Registration Fees

Law offices will not be able to tell you
the exact amount payable until the day
of the transaction.

Why ? Because the calculation of the
fees depends on the interest rate on
the day of the transaction, and can only
be calculated once this is confirmed.
Brilliant !

Lawyers / Law Office Fees -
$9,000

There are normally charges issued by
the lawyers office for the work conduc-

ted.

Naturally, there are Lawyers Fees for
drafting the various agreements, con-
ducting background checks on the
property etc. These fees usually vary
between $3,000 and $10,000 depen-
dent on the number of contracts and
difficulty of the transaction, but essen-
tially the fee is time based.

There are also witness fees as the bank
usually require a lawyer to witness the
signing of the document that gives the
bank the power to re-posses a property
should you fail to pay back the loan.
Finally there are fees for certificates
and document copies that can vary
from $800 to $2,000.

Bank Fees - $2,000

Many banks now charge a loan appli-
cation fee regardless of whether the
purchase goes ahead or not.

Another popular fee introduced by
banks is the ‘loan arrangement fee’,
which is typically $2,000 - $4,000.
For the purpose of this example, we
have not included the interest on mor-
tgage loans, which is of course payab-
le over the term of the mortgage and
will vary according to the interest rate
being charged.

Next Week: Part 3 - Property Costs
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Home to Asia's best live poker tournaments

PROJECT POKER
BY VIVIAN IM

Me starring in a cartoon?

First of all, I don't like cartoons, co-
mics, etc. I dreamed of princes swee-
ping me off my feet after reading comi-
cs when I was around 13 years old, but
that's pretty much it.

But one day, my friend called me up
and told me that I was a main character
in a comic book. An author had made a
character based on me and the comic
was becoming quite popular. I was fas-
cinated and surprised at the same time.

The comic started around March 2012
and it is still being published. The story
shows the problems, romance, games
and my life itself as a poker player.

As the comic got more popular, I recei-
ved a call from the author and was able
to meet up with him. I was able to tell
him a lot of my stories as a poker player,
and about Hold'em as well.

We were able to talk about how the
story will move on and how the story will
be resolved. I'm really looking forward
to reading the next episode.

Of course it still was a comic and most
of the story was fiction. But the fact that
so many people were reading about that
part of my life and enjoying it, it felt kin-
da strange, in a good way of course.

A lot of people who didn't even know
about hold'em were able to get interes-
ted in the game. And so many readers,
including me, were just waiting for the

next episode to come out. There is even
an application that tells you when a new
episode is uploaded.

I think the reasons that it gets more
and more popular as the story moves on
is because of the author's story-telling
ability. But it's also the fact that the rea-
der can actually feel that this is some-
thing that could happen to them as well.

People like stories where characters
are successful through totally unexpec-
ted or highly exaggerated story lines.

Like watching Spider-Man? Kind of?
Maybe not? It's the story of a normal
student one day becoming a superhero.

I never thought nor dreamt that I was
going to become a professional poker
player, but it happened. I just enjoyed
poker and enjoying it helped me become
good at it.

I first learned about poker and expe-
rienced it at PokerStars. You can say
PokerStars is my first for everything
poker.

I mean, who would have known that I
would get this amazing opportunity to
be a Team PokerStars Pro and be the
main character in a comic? Life is just
full of surprises.

This comic is a medium for people to
get to know poker, and to help it be ac-
cepted as a mind sport. I'm just honored
that I was able to be a part of that.

SATURDAY
NIGHT
IS FOR

Level 2, Casino

Estrada do lstmo,
Cotai Macau SAR

This Saturday 6pm, the PokerStars LIVE Macau
HKS3,000 poker tournament has a guaranieed
prize pool of HK$50,000

Winners alsorec

It's part of the

tournaments we're running Tue

e a coveted Daily
urnament Medal

schedule of poker
days - Sunda

Cancel all other plans

Find aut more at PokerStarsLIVEMacau.com

P& kerStars
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ANGOLA

Project built by Chinese company opens

HINESE company Sinohy-

dro built a new plant for col-
lection, treatment and distribu-
tion of drinking water and the
system to expand and improve
the medium voltage grid and pu-
blic lighting system in the city of
Menongue in Angola’s Kuando
Kubango province, all of which
were inaugurated by the Minister
of Energy and Water, Joao Bap-
tista Borges.

in the district.

The project for the expansion
and improvement of the medium
voltage grid and the public ligh-
ting system of the city of Menon-
gue cost US$53 million and will
enable about 12,000 residential
connections in the city of Menon-
gue and Missombo commune.

The work, which was also car-
ried out by Sinohydro in a pe-
riod of 20 months, included ins-

The new plant for collection,
treatment and distribution of
drinking water, which cost USD45
million, has a capacity to pump 11
billion cubic meters of water a day

and will benefit many of the inha-
bitants of the urban and suburban
areas of the city of Menongue and
the Missombo commune.

This project, which took 20

months to complete, has a re-
servoir of 6,000 cubic meters of
water and a network extension of
59.9 kilometers, and also inclu-
ded building 100 water fountains

tallation of 59 630 and 250 KVA
transformer stations, and 15 ki-
lometers of street lighting in the
main roads of the city of Menon-
gue. MDT/Macauhub

Cape Verde and Guinea-Bissau sign bilateral agreement

HE governments of Cape Verde and Gui-

nea-Bissau Wednesday in Praia signed a
memorandum of understanding to streng-
then bilateral relations in the reform of pu-
blic administration, especially in the area of
e-governance.

The document, signed by the Minister of
the Presidency of the Council of Ministers
of Cape Verde, Démis Lobo Almeida, and
his Guinean counterpart, Baciro Dj4, is the

result of a three-day working visit by the
minister from Guinea-Bissau to Cape Ver-
de.

The Guinean minister said he was satisfied
with the promises made by both parties and
said he was open to learning more from Cape
Verde’s experience, and invited his Cape
Verdean counterpart to visit to Guinea-Bis-
sau in the future.

Démis Lobo Almeida confirmed the inten-

tion to visit Guinea-Bissau and announced a
Cape Verde-Guinea-Bissau summit in Praia
“in the coming weeks, between late January
and early February.”

During his stay in Praia, Baciro Dja and his
delegation had separate meetings with the
head of state, the president of the parliament
and the prime minister, visited several Cape
Verdean public institutions and had working
meetings. MDT/Macauhub

Japanese
cooperation
agency in
Angola

A delegation from the
Japanese International
Cooperation Agency
(JICA) is in Luanda
until today to assess
the consolidation of
investment projects
and its support to
Angola, according to an
Angolan government
source. The delegation
from JICA, a Japanese
government agency
responsible for the
implementation of
programmes to support
growth and socio-
economic stability of
developing countries,
has been in Luanda
since Monday. It

is, according to the
Angolan government,
the second visit to
Luanda by a technical
mission of the
Japanese agency since
last October. Japan has
provided support and
donations for social
intervention projects in
the area of health and
land-mine removal in
Angola.
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General Surgery : Dr. Edward C.5. Lai, Dr. Peter W.K. Lau,
Dr. Mie Fu Zhong, Dr. U Chong Samn,
Dir. Lei Chin Chong

Breast Surgery : Dr. Leang lat Lun

Urology : Dr. Richard K. Lo, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiao

Paediatric Surgery : Dr. CK Yeung

Paediatrics : Dr. Leung Ping, Dr. Melody 2.0, Zhang

Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery : Dr. Marina U Lin

Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine :

DOr. Jin Chun, Dr. Adam M.K. Leong,

We bring high quality of
medical service to Macau

Dr. Lam Kun Kuan

Cardiclogy :
Dr. Edmundo Patricio Lopes Lao

Gastroentero-Hepatology @ Dr. Zhan De Juan

General Medicine @ Dr, Ng Kam Hang

Anaesthesiology : Dr. Eric Siu Kei Ning, Dr, Ana Wai Han Chan

Dietitian : Joey Lai U Chan

@4 14 & 15 Andar, em Macau

ACCURATE, TIMELY & COMPETITIVE
TRANSLATIONS

Languages

ENGLISH, CHINESE, PORTUGUESE,
JAPANESE, KOREAN, SPANISH,
FRENCH, ARABIC, RUSSIAN

Services

TRANSLATIONS, PROOFREADING,
COPYWRITING, DATA INPUT,
NEWS MONITORING

We translate +10,000 words a day

Contact: Ms Juliana Cheang
Email: juliana@ktranz.com.mo

Tel: +853 2871 6081 / 2 Fax: +853 2871 6084
Address: Av. Infante D. Henrique, 62 2/F, Macau




HINA’S military announ-
ced the names of 16 senior
officials who were put under in-
vestigation for graft, including
the deputy head of its nuclear
forces, signaling President Xi
Jinping is widening his probe of
corruption in the armed forces.
All of the officials to be snared
were generals of various ranks,
with the People’s Liberation
Army taking the unusual step
of releasing their names in a
public statement on its official
website.

“This is the first time in the
PLA’s history it has announced
more than a dozen senior offi-
cer’s corruption cases in a sin-
gle public statement,” said Yue
Gang, a retired PLA colonel. “It
shows military corruption is in
such a critical condition that Xi
has to make those cases public
to seek the support of the peo-
ple.”

Xi has warned that corruption
is a threat to the survival of the
Communist Party, which has
ruled the country for 65 years,
and his anti-graft campaign has
already snared 100,000 officials
of various levels. Xi has warned
that corruption also threatens
combat readiness, and the anti-
graft effort is increasingly focu-
sing on the military.

“If you want a military that is
up to the standards of the great

XINJIANG
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Military targets 16 officials
for graft as Xi widens probe

power that China aspires to be,
you need to have a credible, re-
liable, military force,” said Jean

-Pierre Cabestan, director of
government and international
studies at Hong Kong Baptist

Authorities punish officials for

abuses in arranging pilgrimages

Louise Watt, Beijing

HIRTY-TWO officials
in far-western Chi-
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University. “If the top level is
just interested in making mo-
ney and trading promotions the

system is going to be complete-
ly rotten.”

Among the names revealed for
the first time yesterday were Yu
Daqing, deputy political com-
missar of the Second Artillery
Corps, China’s nuclear forces
and Liu Zheng, the deputy head
of the PLA’s Logistics Depart-
ment.

Also targeted are Fan Chang-
mi, deputy political commissar
of Lanzhou Military Region;
Fu Linguo, vice chief-of-staff of
the logistics department; and
Zhang Daixin, vice comman-
der-in-chief of the Heilongjiang
Provincial Military Command,
according to a statement.

Yesterday’s announcement co-
mes after Xu Caihou, a former
vice chairman of the Central Mi-
litary Commission, the highest
military body, was expelled
from the party last June. That
marked the highest-level mili-
tary graft probe since 1949. His
case has been handed over to
military prosecutors. Bloomberg

Heavy smog
casts pall over

Beijing as it bids

for Olympics

IR pollution hit hazardous levels
in Beijing yesterday, presenting
a new challenge to leaders who have

na have been punished over
alleged bribe-taking, nepo-
tism or other wrongdoing
in the choosing of people
for over-subscribed Muslim
pilgrimages to the holy city
of Mecca, a Communist Par-
ty commission and a state
newspaper said.

China’s Uighur Muslims,
native to the region of Xin-
jiang where bloody ethnic
violence rages despite a
security crackdown, are
allowed to make such pilgri-
mages only on governmen-
t-authorized trips.

The party and government
officials accused of taking
advantage of their positions
in selecting people for the
trips included mayors and
a local police chief, the Xin-
jiang Disciplinary Commis-
sion said in an online state-
ment Wednesday.

It said the 32, mostly from
Kizilsu prefecture near the
border with Kyrgyzstan, had
been punished for violating
party discipline, misuse
of power, negligence and
seeking benefits. Six of them

were fired from their posts
and expelled from the party
and will be criminally inves-
tigated.

The state-run China Daily
newspaper said on its web-
site yesterday that the offi-
cials arranged pilgrimages
for “unqualified people” and
that some had taken bribes.
Some officials changed lists
to reduce waiting times for
relatives, said the report,
which cited unnamed au-
thorities.

There are officially about
22 million Muslims in Chi-

na. Last year, about 14,000
Chinese pilgrims went to
Mecca on a government-or-
ganized trip, and there was
a long waiting list of others
hoping to make the journey,
the China Daily said.

“China strictly forbids Ui-
ghurs to make unauthorized
pilgrimages,” Dilxat Raxit,
spokesman for the Munich
-based advocacy group Wor-
1d Uyghur Congress, said in
an emailed statement. “The
strict quotas on the official
organization of pilgrimage
groups have brought about

the phenomenon of buying
a place.”

Beijing is concerned about
Uighurs going abroad amid
violence linked to Xinjiang
that has killed about 400
people within the past two
years, which it blames on
radical separatists with fo-
reign ties.

On Wednesday, a state
newspaper reported that po-
lice detained nine Uighurs
terror suspects for allegedly
trying to leave China on alte-
red Turkish passports, along
with 10 Turks. AP

tried to curb smog via higher taxes
and casting a pall over the city’s bid
for the 2022 Olympic Games.

The concentration of PM2.5, the
particulates that pose the greatest
risk to human health, was 444 micro-
grams per cubic meter as of 5 p.m. at
Tiananmen Square, according to the
Beijing Municipal Environmental
Monitoring Center. A U.S. Embassy
monitor put PM2.5 levels above 450,
about 20 times higher than World
Health Organization-recommended
levels.

Beijing has promised to curb air
pollution as part of its bid for the
2022 Winter Olympics, with plans
for lasting changes to go along with
the sort of short-term control efforts
it imposed when it hosted the 2008
summer games. The government rai-
sed the fuel consumption tax three ti-
mes in the past two months.

Last year, the capital reported 93
days when the air quality index dro-
pped below 50, up from 71 days in
2013, according to the city. Yester-
day’s pollution has become the norm
for January, after concentrations
of PM2.5 hit similar levels in 2014
and surged to a record level of 993
in 2013, an incident that came to be
known as “airpocalypse.” Bloomberg
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Xiaomil unveils
phone aimed at
1Phone users

Joe McDonald, Business Writer, Beijing

ISING smartphone star Xiaomi is mo-
ving upmarket and taking aim at Apple’s
iPhone.

The Chinese manufacturer known for ul-
tra-low-priced handsets yesterday unveiled
a new model that chairman Jun Lei said is
comparable to Apple’s iPhone 6 but thinner
and lighter. The phone starts at 2,299 yuan
(USD375), less than half the 5,288 yuan
($865) price of an iPhone 6 in China.

“We paid attention to every detail to make it
as perfect as possible,” said Lei, standing on
stage before reporters at a convention center
in Beijing.

Xiaomi, founded in 2010, passed South Ko-
rea’s Samsung Electronics Co. in the second
quarter of last year as the best-selling smar-
tphone brand in China by number of handse-
ts sold. The company is expanding into India
and other developing markets but has yet to
announce plans to enter the United States or
Europe.

The new Xiaomi could add to competition
for Apple in China, a market CEO Tim Cook
has said is expected to become its biggest.
Other Chinese smartphone brands including
Lenovo Group and Huawei Technologies Ltd.
also have released models they say offer fea-
tures similar to the iPhone but at lower prices.

Wearing jeans and a blue button-down
shirt with the sleeves rolled up, Lei showed
a side-by-side comparison of Xiaomi’s newest
model, the Mi Note, and the iPhone 6, which
went on sale in China in October. He said the
processor power, performance and memory
size were comparable and the Mi Note inclu-
des an improved camera.

The Mi Note’s price is a departure for Xiao-
mi, whose other models cost as little as 699
yuan ($114).

Lei said the company will offer a professio-
nal version of the Mi Note with a more power-
ful processor and other features for 3,299
yuan ($540).

Privately held Xiaomi says last year’s sales
tripled to 61.1 million handsets. It says reve-
nue more than doubled to 74.3 billion yuan
($12.2 billion).

The company, based in Beijing, recently
completed a round of fundraising from inves-
tors that it said valued Xiaomi at $45 billion,
making it one of the world’s most valuable te-
chnology brands.

Xiaomi ran into legal trouble in India in
December after a court blocked sales while it
hears a complaint by Sweden’s LM Ericcson
that the Chinese company violated its paten-
ts.

In a blog post earlier this month, Lei called
the case a “rite of passage” for a young com-
pany. AP

Lei Jun, chairman of Chinese smartphone maker Xiaomi,

holds up the latest models of the Xiaomi Note at a press
event in Beijing

Regulators promise
taxi industry
shakeup after strikes

Joe McDonald
Business Writer, Beijing

HINA’S government

promised yesterday to

overhaul the country’s

taxi industry following
strikes by drivers in at least seven
major cities over complaints about
low pay, high charges imposed by
taxi companies and competition
from ride-hailing apps.

The Ministry of Transport said it
will take unspecified steps to im-
prove pricing and “rights protec-
tion” mechanisms and to integrate
ride-hailing apps and other new
technologies into the industry.

Strikes have been reported this
week in cities including Nanjing in
the east, Chengdu in the west and
Shenyang in the northeast.

In a sign of shifting official attitu-
des, the government’s China News
Service yesterday cited experts
who said taxi companies hurt dri-
vers by charging up to 9,000 yuan
($1,450) per month for use of a
cab. The report appeared on we-
bsites of numerous Chinese news
outlets.

Drivers cited by Chinese media
also complained about competi-
tion from private drivers who use
ride-hailing apps such as Uber.
The Ministry of Transport annou-
nced a ban last week on use of

such apps by drivers without taxi
licenses.

Taxi drivers have protested re-
peatedly in recent years over con-
ditions in their industry. Most are
treated as independent contrac-
tors without salary or other be-
nefits. They have no bargaining
power with taxi companies that
decide their own charges for use
of a cab.

“While cab drivers are undoubte-
dly unhappy about the use of taxi
apps, their fundamental grievance

While cab drivers
are unhappy
about taxi apps,
their fundamental
grievance has
always been

with the cab
companies and
the contract
system

GEOFFREY CROTHALL
CHINA LABOUR BULLETIN

is and always has been with the
cab companies and the contract
system,” said Geoffrey Crothall
of China Labour Bulletin, a Hong
Kong-based research group, in a
report this week.

After deducting charges to taxi
companies, many drivers make
less than a factory worker, accor-
ding to Crothall.

“With earnings so low, drivers
understandably get angry when
their business is poached by unli-
censed cabs that are not subject to
the same burdensome regulations
as they are,” he said.

In other moves to put more mo-
ney into drivers’ pockets, the city
government Beijing yesterday can-
celed a 1 yuan (16 cent) surcharge
imposed each time a taxi is refue-
led. The Ministry of Transporta-
tion said the eastern city of Wuhu
province raised taxi fares by 1 yuan
(16 cents) to 7 yuan ($1.15) for the
first 2.5 kilometers (1.6 miles).

The Communist Party newspaper
People’s Daily warned on Jan. 6
that rising use of ride-hailing apps
would force changes in the indus-
try.

“The current monopoly has long
been criticized,” the newspaper
said. “The large amount of money
that must be handed to taxi com-
panies will have to be gradually
reduced.” AP
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Nicole Winfield
and Teresa Cerojano, Manila

CSTATIC crowds

greeted Pope Francis

as he arrived yester-

day in the Philippines,
Asia’s most populous Catholic
nation, for the first papal visit
in 20 years.

Church bells tolled across the
country and hundreds of chil-
dren danced and waved small
Philippine and Vatican flags as
the pontiff emerged from the
plane and was welcomed by
well-wishers led by President
Benigno Aquino III. A sudden
gust of wind blew off his papal
cap seconds after he appeared,
and Francis grabbed futilely for
it and then smiled and descen-
ded the stairs from the plane.

Young Filipinos in matching
white T-shirts gave him a rou-
sing, thumping hip-hop welco-
me that drew the flight atten-
dants from the plane out onto
the stairwell to watch.

On the tarmac, a boy and a girl
from a house for street children
handed flowers to the pope,
who embraced them.

“I told him bienvenido (wel-
come in Spanish),” 9-year-old
Lanie Ortillo said, adding the
pontiff smiled and replied,
“Yes, bienvenido.”

Francis then boarded his
white, open-topped popemo-
bile and his motorcade began
rolling along the 11-kilometer
route to the Apostolic Nuncia-
ture in Manila, where he will
stay.

Tens of thousands of people
called his name and snapped
pictures from behind concre-
te barriers topped by iron fen-
cing and guarded by policemen
along the entire stretch in a trip
beamed live on TV nationwide.
Francis constantly shifted from
left to right, smiling and waving.

The government has decla-
red national holidays during
the pope’s visit, which runs

FLIGHT 8501

AP PHOTO

PHILIPPINES

Pope arrives in Manila on
first papal visit in 20 years
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@ The
government
has declared
national
holidays during
the pope’s visit,
which runs
through
Monday
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The faithful wait behind barricades for the arrival of Pope Francis in Manila, Philippines
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through Monday. He will be in
the capital of Manila and fly Sa-
turday to eastern Leyte provin-
ce, where he plans to meet sur-
vivors of Typhoon Haiyan that
left thousands of people dead in
2013.

Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle,
archbishop of Manila, said he
hoped the visit by Francis, the
first Latin American head of the
1.2 billion-strong Roman Ca-
tholic Church, would be festi-
ve and spiritually uplifting and
nurture compassion at a time
when the country is still recove-

ring from recent deadly disas-
ters, including Haiyan.

“It’s like a big, big, big, big na-
tional fiesta,” a beaming Tagle
said in an interview on the eve
of the pope’s arrival. The visit,
he said, “comes at that point
when people would really be
helped by a moral and spiritual
boost coming from someone
who really cares.”

Francis will meet today with
Aquino, who has waged a cam-
paign against poverty, an issue
close to the pope’s heart, but
has clashed with Catholic lea-

Divers search AirAsia fuselage for bodies

Fadlan Syam,
Pangkalan Bun

NDONESIAN navy
divers were trying to
find and retrieve bodies
yesterday believed to be
trapped inside a large
chunk of the AirAsia jet>s
fuselage, an official said.
Indonesian Search and
Rescue Agency chief Hen-
ry Bambang Soelistyo
said the fuselage, which
was spotted Wednesday
by a Singaporean navy
ship, would be lifted from
the seabed after the sear-
ch for bodies was no lon-
ger considered effective.
The 30-meter-long sec-

tion of the plane body
with a wing attached was
sighted on the bottom of
the Java Sea. Rescuers
believe that most of the
bodies of the 162 people
on board are inside.

So far, only 50 bodies
have been recovered from
the Dec. 28 crash less than
halfway into a two-hour
flight from Surabaya, Indo-
nesia, to Singapore. Most of
the victims are Indonesian.

At least 15 divers descen-
ded to the seabed at a dep-
th of 28 meters to exami-
ne wreckage, calculate its
weight and search for the
bodies. When corpses are
found, the divers will try

AP PHOTO

This undated underwater photo taken by a Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) and released by the
Singapore Ministry of Defense (MINDEF) shows the wreckage of AirAsia Flight QZ 8501 lying on the sea
floor in the Java Sea

ders over a reproductive health
bill that promoted use of arti-
ficial birth control. Congress,
which is dominated by Aquino’s
allies, passed the bill in 2012.

Meetings with Filipino fami-
lies, Catholic Church leaders
and youth were also slated.

During his time in Sri Lanka,
the pope traveled to the jungles
of the war-torn north for a show
of solidarity with the victims of
the country’s 25-year civil war,
urging people to forgive one
another “for all the evil which
this land has known.”

“It is very important to keep
our country peaceful and our
religious strength become more
and more after this visit,” said
Sumith Periera, an engineer
who came to see the pope off.

The pope’s trip has given Phi-
lippine authorities daunting
security challenges, including
an outdoor Mass in a historic
Manila park on Sunday that of-
ficials say could draw a record 6
million people.

About 50,000 policemen and
troops have been deployed to
secure the pope in a country
where relatively small numbers
of al-Qaida-inspired militan-
ts remain a threat in the south
despite more than a decade of
U.S.-backed military offensives.

Spanish colonialists intro-
duced Christianity in the 16th
century and today just over 80
percent of the Philippines’ 100
million people are Catholics,
with other Christians making
up about 12 percent. Muslims
account for 5.6 percent, most of
them in the south. AP

to put them in individual
body bags, which rescuers
on ships will then hoist to
the surface, said Suryadi
Bambang Supriyadi, the
operation director at the
National Search and Res-
cue Agency.

He said it appeared that
some parts of the fuselage
have been covered with silt.

The plane’s “black bo-
xes”_- the flight data and
cockpit flight recorders
— were retrieved on Mon-
day and Tuesday. They
will be key to learning
what caused the plane to
crash. Bad weather is a
suspected factor.

Nine aircraft and 10 ships
including one from China
were involved the search
operation yesterday. Two
U.S. ships and one from
Singapore have left the mis-
sion area, Soelityo said. AP



fri 16.01.2015

T 4 MacauDalily »rsamsn ©

Jeep

GRAND CHEROKEE

- =
o

I

E= e

. :

Mature - Wild - Challenge

- The New Uconnect® System features an 8.4-inch touchscreen : the most luxury control panel ever -
- Quadra-Lift® air suspension system the ultimate control of your suspension -

- Selec-Terrain traction control system - five modes to tackle any condition -

- New eight-speed automatic transmission - quicker and smoother s

f Find us on
i [
thar picture may be different from dMocou specifications E o "JEEp Macau

Xin Kang Tai Auto Parts & Motor Sevices Limited
Showroom: Advenida do Dr. Francisco Vieira Machado, No., 459, Edificaio Industrial Nam Fung, R/C, C-D, Macau tel : 2871 7762




16.

T

01.2015 fri

M MacauDaily srsasss o

Imes

Standup Comedy Show AT
18/1/2015, 9pm g

Waming: Take( JJ Comedy causes hysterical laughter at the
Lion's Bar! This is Gin 1~‘a ere, who was awarded the "Best Female
Comedian” af the recent Black E lltrlarrmr & Comedy Aw a ds

al UK. She will have her exciting debut in Macau to kick off

the Mew Year, Tha funniest of comeadians, Tits of laughter, bursts of
willy jokes, enjoy your most amusing night ever at MGM MACAL

Entrance fee: I\’[() P$1 88 (include two standard drinks)
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Christopher Torchia,

OKO Haram, Nige-

ria’s homegrown Isla-

mic extremist group, is

increasing the ferocity
and tempo of its attacks, desta-
bilizing Africa’s most populous
nation as it prepares for elec-
tions.

Girls as young as 10 are being
used as suicide bombers. There
have been daring attacks on mi-
litary barracks in Nigeria and
Cameroon. The group, which
wants to impose Shariah across
the country and is increasing its
territory under a self-proclai-
med Islamic caliphate, recently
massacred hundreds of civi-
lians, with death toll estimates
ranging up to 2,000.

President Goodluck Jona-
than, the front-runner in the
Feb. 14 presidential and legis-
lative elections, launched his
campaign last week with no
reference to the seizure of a
key military base at Baga, near
the border of Cameroon and
Chad. As soldiers fled the base
on Jan. 3, Boko Haram went
on a killing spree, reportedly
drowning many in Lake Chad.
Amnesty International called it
the deadliest massacre in Boko
Haram’s 5-year insurgency.

Nigeria’s  president  was
among leaders who condemned
last week’s attack by Islamic ex-
tremists on the French satirical
weekly Charlie Hebdo, yet his
response to the slaughter of ci-
vilians by militants in his own
country has been muted.

Some commentators criticized
Jonathan’s reticence about the
violence in Nigeria’s Baga town,
and the lack of a broader inter-
national outcry on par with the
reaction to the attacks in Fran-
ce. The slogan “I am Baga” — a
play on “I am Charlie,” the ex-
pression of solidarity with the
targeted French weekly — is
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TERRORISM IN AFRICA

As world watches Paris,

Nigeria suffers its own attacks

Potiskum, Nigeria

Children stand near the scene of an explosion
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in a mobile phone market in

now circulating on social me-
dia.

The global sympathy and the
defiant rally in Paris that drew
foreign leaders after the assaul-
ts that killed 17 people oversha-
dowed the killing of hundreds
and perhaps as many as 2,000
people in Baga, a northeastern
town near Chad.

Jonathan, who has been tou-
ting his domestic record ahead
of a re-election bid next month,
was quick to express solidarity
with France.

“The President believes that
the cowardly and ignoble at-
tack by violent extremists is a
monstrous assault on the right

to freedom of expression,” said
a statement by his office the day
after the attacks in France.

It did not release a similarly
forceful statement about Baga.
The attack there started on
Jan. 3 and was another bloody
marker in a murky, grinding
conflict in which information is
often scarce, the insurgency is
seen by many as a local problem
and violence is routine.

The United Nations, the Uni-
ted States and other countries
have condemned the violen-
ce by Islamic extremist group
Boko Haram, and international
aid groups are mobilizing to
help survivors. MDT/ AP

AMNESTY SAYS SATELLITE IMAGES SHOW

NIGERIAN DESTRUCTION

SATELLITE IMAGES show
widespread destruction in two
Nigerian towns that were recently
attacked by Islamic extremists, an
international human rights group
said Wednesday.

Amnesty International said it
would release early yesterday de-
tailed images of Baga and Doron
Baga, taken before and after the
attack earlier this month, that
show more than 3,700 structures
were damaged or completely de-
stroyed.

The images were taken Jan. 2 and
Jan. 7, Amnesty International
said. Boko Haram fighters seized
a military base in Baga on Jan. 3
and, according to witnesses, killed

hundreds civilians in the ensuing
days.

Amnesty International said in-
terviews with witnesses as well

as local government officials and
human rights activists suggest
hundreds of civilians were shot;
last week, the human rights group
noted reports of as many as 2,000
dead. The Nigerian military has
cited a figure of 150 dead, includ-
ing slain militants.

Nigeria’s home-grown Boko
Haram group drew international
condemnation when its fighters
kidnapped 276 schoolgirls from

a boarding school in northeast
Chibok town last year. Dozens
escaped but 219 remain missing.

FBI: Man planned to bomb Capitol, kill officials

Lisa Gornwell, Cincinnati

20-year-old man’s

Twitter posts sym-
pathizing with Islamic
terrorists led to an un-
dercover FBI operation
and the man’s arrest on
charges that he plotted to
blow up the U.S. Capitol
and kill government offi-
cials.

Christopher Lee Cor-
nell, also known as
Raheel Mahrus Ubaydah,
told an FBI informant
they should “wage jihad,”
and showed his plans
for bombing the Capi-
tol and shooting people,
according to a criminal
complaint filed in federal

AP PHOTO

Christopher Lee orneII

court in Ohio Wednes-
day. The FBI said Cornell
expressed his support for
the Islamic State.
Cornell’s arrest came
only days after a grand
jury indictment charged
another Cincinnati-area
resident with threate-

ning to murder House
Speaker John Boehner.

Boehner  spokesman
Michael Steel said in a
statement Wednesday:
“Once again, the entire
Congress owes a debt of
gratitude to the FBI and
all those who keep us
safe.”

The complaint against
Cornell charges him with
attempting to kill officers
and employees of the
United States.

Cornell was arrested
Wednesday after buying
two semi-automatic rifles
and about 600 rounds of
ammunition, authorities
said.

The public was never in

danger, said John Bar-
rios, acting special agent
in charge of the FBI’s
Cincinnati division.

A phone message and
an email were left Wed-
nesday for attorney Ka-
ren Savir, a federal public
defender listed in court
records as Cornell’s at-
torney. A working phone
number could not be fou-
nd for Cornell’s family.

The complaint alleges
that an FBI informant
began supplying agents
with information about
Cornell last year. The in-
formant and Cornell, who
lives in Green Township,
first began communica-
ting through Twitter in

August 2014 and then
through an instant mes-
saging platform separate
from Twitter, according
to the complaint.

“I believe we should
meet up and make our
own group in alliance
with the Islamic State
here and plan operations
ourselves,” Cornell wrote
in an instant message,
according to the court
document.

The two met in October
in Cincinnati and again
in November, the com-
plaint states. Cornell
told the informant at the
November meeting that
he considered the mem-
bers of Congress as ene-

mies and that he inten-
ded to conduct an attack
on the Capitol, according
to the complaint. The do-
cument says Cornell dis-
cussed his plan for them
to travel to Washington
and conduct reconnais-
sance of the security of
government  buildings
including the Capitol be-
fore executing “a plan of
attack.”

Cornell planned for
the two to detonate pipe
bombs at and near the
Capitol and then shoot
and kill employees and
officials, and Cornell had
saved money to fund the
attack, according to the
complaint. AP
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CINETEATRO
15 JaN - 21 JaN

FRIDAY
13:00 TDM News (Repeated)
13:30 News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast
14:30 RTPiLive
18:35  Brazil Avenue (Repeated)
19:30 Soap Opera
20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:15 Revenge S1
22:10  Brazil Avenue
23:00 TDM News
23:30 Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)
00:00 Feature Film
02:05 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
02:35 RTPiLive

SATURDAY
10:50  Young Adult
11:40 Conch Bay
12:30  Cooking
13:00 TDM News (Repeated)
13:30  News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast
14:30 Soap Opera
19:00 Contest
19:50 Miscellaneous
20:30  Main News, Financial & Weather Report

21:10 Drama
22:10  Drama
23:00 TDM News
23:30  Shorts

00:30  Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
01:00 RTPiLive

SunDAY
11:00 Sunday Mass
12:00 Miscellaneous
12:30  Miscellaneous
13:00 TDM News (Repeated)
13:30  News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast
14:30 Animation
15:40 Documentary Series
16:25 Comedy
16:50  Miscellaneous
19:40 Comedy
20:30  Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:00 Non-Daily Portuguese News
22:10  Lisbon Mummy Project
23:00 TDM News
23:30 News
23:45 Miscellaneous
00:35 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
01:05 RTPiLive

‘Birbman,’ ‘BubaPesT’ TOP OscaR
NOMINATIONS WITH 9 NODS EACH

Two extravagant comedies, “Birdman” and “The Grand
Budapest Hotel,” tied for the most Oscar nominations
yesterday with nine nods each, including best picture.

They were joined in best-picture nominations by
“Boyhood,” “Whiplash,” “The Theory of Everything,”
“The Imitation Game,” “American Sniper” and “Selma.”

“The Imitation Game” trailed close behind with ei-
ght nominations. Clint Eastwood’s Navy SEAL drama
“American Sniper” did especially well, landing six nods
including best actor for Bradley Cooper.

Also with six nominations was Richard Linklater’s co-
ming-of-age epic “Boyhood,” which remains the best-
picture favorite.

Last year’s Oscars, hosted by Ellen DeGeneres, drew
43 million viewers, making it the most-watched enter-
tainment telecast in a decade. “12 Years a Slave” took
best picture. This year’s ceremony on Feb. 22 will be
hosted by Neil Patrick Harris.

Room 1

2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm

Director: Robert Marshall

Starring: James Corden, Emily Blunt, Meryl Dtreep
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 125min

ROOM 2

2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm

Director: Oliver Assayas

Starring: Juliette Binoche, Kristen Stewart, Chloe
Grace Moretz

Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 124min

ROOM 3

2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm

Director: Pang Ho-Cheung

Starring: Zhou Xun, Huang Xiao Ming
Language: Mandarin (English/Cantonese)
Duration: 97min

MACAU TOWER
01 Jan - 21 JaN

2.30, 4.30, 7.00, 9.30 pm

Director: Olivier Megaton

Starring: Liam Neeson, Forest Whitaker, Framke
Janssen

Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 109min
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2001 Dr ConGo PRESIDEN;i'
KaBILA sHOT

The President of the Democratic Republic of Congo, Lau-
rent Kabila, is reported to be fighting for his life after being
shot and seriously wounded by one of his own bodyguards.

Eyewitnesses said they had heard gunfire for about
an hour around the president’s hilltop home in Kinshasa,
known as the Marble Palace and usually heavily guarded
by soldiers and a tank.

A source close to Mr Kabila said: “The president took two
bullets, one in the back, another in the leg.”

Later, a heavily guarded helicopter was seen landing at
one of Kinshasa’s main hospitals.

There are rumours that the president may already be
dead, and further speculation that the shooting may be part
of a coup attempt against the president.

Belgian Foreign Minister Louis Michel said Mr Kabila was
apparently shot by a guard during a meeting with army ge-
nerals whom he had dismissed.

“From three sources, | have [heard] that Kabila has most
likely been shot to death,” he said.

But Congo officials insisted the president was only woun-
ded and survived the attack.

There has been growing discontent within the army for
the last year. At least two factions - one led by Mr Kabila’s
son Joseph - are jostling for control, with no clear central
authority in command.

DR Congo is also fighting a six-nation war in which the
Kinshasa government, backed by Angola, Zimbabwe and
Namibia, is fighting a rebellion backed by Uganda and
Rwanda.

The conflict has so far claimed more than a million lives.

The Chief of Staff, Eddy Kapend, has appeared on te-
levision to order troops to block the main airport serving
Kinshasa and to close the river border with neighbouring
Congo-Brazzaville.

He read out a message on state television urging citizens
to be calm, but making no reference to the shooting.

“The Congolese people need your serenity and your dis-
cipline,” he said.

Many Kinshasa residents hurried home after the broad-
cast, and the streets quickly emptied.

The United Nations spokesman in Kinshasa said Congo-
lese television had broadcast patriotic music in place of the
evening news bulletin.

DR Congo has been in turmoil since 1996 when Rwandan
-backed rebels launched their war against the ailing Presi-
dent Mobutu Sese Seko.

That rebellion led to President Kabila’s installation in 1997
- but since 1998 he has himself been facing a rebellion ba-
cked by Rwanda and Uganda.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

There was no government confirmation of Laurent Kabila’s death
until almost two days later.

The president’s son, Joseph Kabila, took over almost immediately.

His appointment was initially unpopular, but within a year peace talks
re-started and all sides agreed to a UN-monitored ceasefire.

A transitional government took over in 2003, largely ending a civil war
which had claimed 2.5 million lives.

Eyewitness accounts of the shooting told how a bodyguard opened

fire on the president during an argument. The bodyguard himself was
reportedly shot dead.

A government investigation concluded that the murder had been
planned as part of an international plot to topple the president.

A year after the shooting, 80 people were tried for plotting the murder.
The trial was heavily criticised by human rights groups. It ended with
the conviction of 26 of the defendants, including Army Chief of Staff
Eddy Kapend.

All were sentenced to death, with no right to appeal.

In November 2005 the parliament approved an amnesty for crimes
from 1996 to 2003 as part of the transition from civil war to democratic
elections in 2006.

The amnesty covered those convicted of assassinating the president.
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yourself a little past your limits, but ~ about, your next big trip. Make it .
that’s healthy. legendary! Nanjing 4 9 cloudy
] . ] Shanghai 6 11 overcast/cloudy
} Sagittarius m Capricorn Medi Hard Wuhan 1 12 clear/cloudy
edium
Nov. 22-Dec. 21 Dec. 22-Jan. 19 Hangzhou 5 L overcast
You aren’t quite feeling the love you  People seem to be losing their minds 5 6 8 8 2 4 Taipei 11 17 overcast
usually do at home or at work, but  over something that you think iskind 2 [ 3 5 2 Guangzhou 6 19 clear
don’t panic — it’s temporary! Every  of silly — but good luck explaining
now and then, you fall out of sync  that to them! You may just have to T 5 7 Hong Kong 11 18 cloudy
with those you love, but it doesnt  bide your time and wait for them to 1 a 1 | 4 E B
last too long. calm down on their own. |
L] T 1
MM Aquarius )( Pisces 5 1 8
f l . . ] 3 5 1 T 1
Jan. 20-Feb. 18 Feb.19-Mar. 20 { Moscow -1 3 sleet/flurry
Ny , . 3 5 1 3 i
Try to take one positive step  Write out your feelings — and make Frankfurt 3 8 drizzle
toward greater health today — and  them rhyme, if possible! You need | 8 ] 2 Pari 6 8 drizzl
remember that it’s not all or nothing!  a little whimsy to show your people ' aris rzzie
Even that one piece of fruit or  what’s really going on with you, and London 5 10 moderate rain
flight of stairs can help make a real  they are sure to be responsive if you
difference in your life. commit. New York -3 0 flurry

1-Thickslice; 5-Islandinthe East China Sea; 10- Young deer; 14- Beancurd; £ SEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
15- Crazy as ___; 16- Sheltered, nautically; 17- Self-centered; 19- Fragments; 20- §
Elton's john; 21- Lots and lots; 22- Female beast; 24- Fancy home; 26- __ me B
tangere; 27- Capital of Utah; 33- Bowling alley button; 36- Consumed; 37- Code- % 999 28939939/ 2828 3283
breaking org.; 38- " She Lovely?"; 39- Second king of Israel; 40- Entrance; 2 - _
41- Long March leader; 42- Stroll; 43- Inward feeling; 44- Subordinate; 47- Female o Fire department 28 572 222 Water Supply - Report 1990 992
deer; 48- Replicator; 52- Spread out; 55- Tombstone lawman; 57- College sr.'s test; 3 : _
58- Math course; 59- Absorbing; 62- Must've been something ___; 63- Examines 2 (Open hne) 993 Report 1000
closely; 64- Converse competitor; 65- Deli breads; 66- Loudness units; 67- Rind; E PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity— Report 28 339 922
1- Stone marker; 2- Corporate symbols; 3- Under way; 4- Tampa g
Bay player, for short; 5- Construction framing a fireplace; 6- Choir member; Y 28573333 28 716 081
7- Ripped; 8- __ -disant (self-styled); 9- Raw; 10- Cloth; 11- That's l; ﬁ Customs 28 559 944
12- Dampens; 13- Capone's nemesis; 2
18- Really bother; 23- Secluded spot; @RGRIEGENWCEIITI] ® S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
25- I'd hate to break up __; 26- ; g o
Country; 28- Tantalizes; 29- Tennis great |% g 28 371333
Rod; 30- A party to; 31- General ___ ]
chicken; 32- Dextrous, lively; 33- Lens Commission Against - -
holders; 34- Biblical birthright seller; 35-
Highbrow; 39- Undated; 40- Abstruse; Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
42- Agricultural implement; 43- Halts;
45- Sayings; 46- Beyond; 49- Uncle!; 28 387 333
50- Bert's buddy; 51- Fit for a king; 52-
Agitate; 53- Ask for divine guidance; ® Tourism 28 333 000
54- Religious practice; 55- Richard of "A |*
Summer Place"; 56- "Judith" composer; 590 888 88
60- Cpl., e.g.; 61- Dupe;

Hellen Garden, LOT 3
Coloane
1,663sq ft / HKD 11.308M
Rate: HKD 6,800sq ft

Overlooks Hac Sa Beach
Ref: 14105420

Designer Apartment
Perfect weekend home Macau
679 sq ft / HKD 6.588M
Rate: HKD 9,702sq ft
Overlooking St Pauls
Ref: 14105421

Excellent Investment Property
MNova City Tower 14 Taipa
1,340 sq ft / HKD 10.184M
Rate: HKD 7,600sq ft
Excellent Condition
Ref: 14105419

Coloane Village
Investment Property Coloane
597 sq ft / HKD 5.671M
Rate: HKD 9,500sq ft
Open Views
Ref: 14105422

FOR SALE

www.JMLProperty.com
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property

HKD 32,000/ 2,200 sq ft I -

One Oasis D and J Units
Coloane
2 Bedroom Apartment
Great Location
HKD 19,500/ 1,177 sq ft
Ref: 14100446

Pearl On The Lough, Unit E
Taipa Taipa
2 Bedroom Apartment 3 Bedroom Apartment
Open Plan Living/Dining Area Excellent move-in Condition
HKD 12,000/ 715 sq ft
Ref: 14120457

Warehouse, Keck Seng Vai Nam Taipa
Macau
Warehouse for Rent
Immediate Occupation
HKD 32,800 / 3,755 sq ft
Ref: 14080435

FOR RENT

More info, please contact us
Info@JMLproperty.Com
(853)

Ref: 14100445
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Macao Special Administrative Region Government
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Macao Sport Development Board

In accordance with *“The Regulation of Awards for Highly Competitive Sports™ and “The
Regulation of Awards for Sports for the Disabled”, the following athletes and coaches are awarded
bonuses as encouragement and recognition of their achievements:

Cyeling Team Tuekwando Team
Comgretition © 12 Asaan lndoor Cycling Championships Caonpetitions © 217 Asian Tackwomdo Champicenships, 17" Asian Games
Ttal + MOPS172, 500 Tivtal - MOPS3 300000
Coach & Lo Wieng Miéng Conch = Kim Jun Woo
Athletos ¢ Choong Chod Peng. o Pou Kel. Lei Fan Chan Hoo Pong. Wan Chi Kit Athletes = Feng Xino, L Qing, Wang Junnan
mbmm.m]ﬁp Washu Team
Competitions Asian Bodybuwilting Fimess and Phoysique Spons Champaonships, Competitiens - 5" Woeld Junior Wishu Championships, 17% Astan Games,

6" WEPF World Bodyhuilding angd Phy<igue Sports Chimpinnships 3™ Asian Dragon and Lion Dance Chamgionship, 17 World Taijiquan Championships
Total : MOPPS397 500 Total - MOPES, 135 000
Coach : Lau Fong Peng Coaches = Zeng Tie Ming, Jia Rui, lao Chon In, Leong Hong Man, Huang Yaibai, Pun Keng Min, Lai lam
Atliletes + Bao Chong Wa, Lo Keng How, Chong Ka Lap; Pang Chi Man, lam Hol Bun, Lee Mareo Alfreda, Wi, Law Chan Kuong, Kou Kan Chi

leong Weng Kuaai, Wong Chong leong Adhleies - Clsio Wai Keong. Jia Rui, Li Wi, Huang Junbya, Ho Pai Bei , Cheong Pui Seng, Kou long Chi, Chan

Kin Keang, Chau Meng Chon, Wong Peng Keong, Mou Wai Hoop, Wong Ka Kin, Lei Io Neng, Tu
Rarape-d Ka Lok, Chou Ka Seng, He Chi How, 5§ Chi Kin, Lao Wal Chong, Leong Chon Kit, Kam Wai Kit,
Competition  © 17" Asun Games Leong Ka Weng, Chan Chi How, leong Kom In, Let Kin Nam, Lin Weng Hong, Wong Ka Weng,
Tatal = RACHPS 240, M0 Chio Man Tow, Leong Wi Do, Clan Leng Hie Jin Thirawat, Lom Wai Man, Wang Chi Hin, Chan
Coaches : Rashidnin Mohammad Reza, Ng lat On Man Fai, Clheang Hou Chun, Kong Kan Mo, Chao Chi Weng, Chal lok Pan, Lou Lal Mun
Atlletes = Cheung Pai S84, Cosion Pabla Crisiing Pererrm
Nianggl Team

Disabled Sports Team Competition 1 2004 Asian Xinngg Champronslup
Competition @ 2014 Asian Para Ganses Taal S MOPSELE, D00
Total | MOPS2R000 Coach - Cheni Bupeng
Caach 1 Cheong Cheng 1 Athlgies : Can Yanlei, Let Kam Fun, Che Keng P, Touw Kong Vai
Athletes + Lam O Mun, U Chos Hong

Ruller Hockey Team
h it 167 Asion Roller Skating Champhoniships

Competition

Toval : MOPSS1T, 500
Coach : Maria Dulee de Senna Fernamdes Atrnca Lishoa
Athleres Lt Augusto da Cruz Ramos Fernandes, Alfredo Hernandes de Almeida, Dindsio Alberio da Loz, Hélder
Alkada Ricardo, Leong Chak Tn, Luis Miguel Virey Brito da Rosa, Wuno Migeel Olivenga Freire
Antunes, Ricardo Jorge de Senma Atraca Amorim Afonso, Alberio Mono Compante Vigira de Jesus
Lighoa, Ma Soi Hang, Pedro Afenso Nunes de Mendonga Pablo, Martim Afonso de Aceevedo Cruz,
Jorge Netsuwan Lobaes de Faria Pinheiro, Cloddio Castilbe Laomesrus, Brmo Miguel Silva Pereira,
Duarie Delgndo Lairengo Mahein Torres
In accordance with “The Regulation of Attribution of Certificates of Merits in Sports”, the
following athletes and coaches are awarded certificates of merits as encouragement and recognition
of their achievements:
Conches :Dmg Kuezhi, Au Chi Kun Coaches 2 Ishimine Asnaki. Lo Chi Wai, Chong Ka Lok, Leong Siu Pow, Chang Chol Chan, Kou Cheok
Adhleies : long Kim Fai, lao Si Teng. Leong Ka Man, lo In Chi, Vo Nga Man, Pao Hin Fong, Yang San
Lixann, Leong Wang Kuong, Lam Kin Hang, leong Loi, Lam Cho Ke Athletes = Leong Siu Poo, Un 5§ Man, Fu Chi Wa, Cheang Ka Mes, Tang Lai Man, Keok Kuan Chi
Juaguim, Vong Chi leng, Loo Ko Cheng, Kuok Lui long, Leong Kuok Cheng, Clan lun lan,
T Leong Lai Tong, Lio Chon How, Moc Wang Lok, Kumn Chi Seng. Led Chi In, Lei Cheng 1,
Coaches = ¥u Libwas, Lim Yin Siong Cheung Chi Lap. Chong Man' Kit, Lai Wang Kit, U Long lat, Tam Man Chon, Lei Pak Wing.
Athietes : Wang Rong, Zhang Lhitao Leung Chi Low, Chek Tak Chong, Ho Chi Weng, Mg Lei Wai, Lo Ut lan, Costa Ao Miguel. Wan
Ka Lok, Wong Ka Lei Tong Ka lo, Wong Ka Cheng, Chan Pui 1 Ao Pui 1, Mg | Kel, Che Ka
Bowliog Team Bin, Clwangs | Peng, Choo Hel Man, Kuin Cli Lok
Coacl 1Yl Man Yiu
Athictes : Hui Tong, Choi Kit Fan Filomena, Che Weng Si, Lee Tak Man Karate-do Team
Couches : Rashidnia Mohammad Reza, Mg lat On
Athletes Cheng Pui Si, Canon Prals Cristina Perzim.
Conches: : Sou Weng Chon, Sio Uhi Hong, Cheong Wi, Cheong Long
Athlcics : Tumi 81 Long, Cheong Lap Cheong Sgnﬂll Eﬂ!'ﬂﬁﬂﬂmﬂ
* S Yu NI Tang rmhm&
ey Tl | Athletes - Leong Ka ak, Leung Sia In
G i Hoi Lap Man '
Athletes : Chan Ka Man, Wong Kin Kuoog Swimaming Team
) Coaches ; Sam Chei Lin, Wang Ruilun, Ying Jingli, Zhang Zilin )
Athletes < Fog Mun Wai, Chan Yili Shivan, Choi Sut Lan, Chod Sul Koan, Lo 1 Teng, Ao leong Sin leng.
Coach I‘..nu“feu? o MIMMSIMM(MMHMMMH.M?&MMMI%
Athbeses. ¢ Cleong Choi Peng, o Pou Kel, Lei Fai, Chan Hon Pang, Wan Chi Kit %IWLMMU Lei On Kei, Vonyg Enca Man Wai, Chiso Man Flow , Npou
w : Lou Fong Pang - ; ; ; :
vthleies: Iwﬁmﬂl_\\h,lmKMgHun,ﬂmgKlelmungmPug i Man, lam Hoi Coach. s o Dubce de Seonn Fernandes Atraca Lisbon
Kun, Lee Marco Alfredo, Wung | Cheng, Leong Ka Chon, Kuong Tat Fong. Lou kit Athletes -Mywdlﬁ'mﬁmmm 'Huwﬁﬁuﬂe&hnﬁhl}mum:\lbemh!.m
Cheong Chak Nam, Wong Chopg leong. N e Hélder Alhada Ricardo, | il Miguel Virrey Brito da Ross, Nuno Migucl
) [ iga Freire / o Jorge | Atraca Amarim Afarso, Alberta Mario
M@% s 1 mj. Pedm Alonso Nunes de Mendonga Pabio,
Coaches |LtF|mg Zhou Duxing, Knkkunﬂfim “;Iﬁ.l e o Martm reviedo Cru, Jorge Nets Lobate de Faria Pinhetro, Claddio Custilho
Athletes Ka Pan . Vong Weng Lam . Fong Wai Kin, U Mei Kok, Chan Chon, Dos Sant Lamciras, Brune Migucl Silva Poreini, Duar Dﬂmmﬂmrum-mmﬁ
Ka Edlru.lf'hmﬂm:hmﬁnnl.‘ﬁ !jq\l, 1 Chon Kit, Lei UL U, Lam Chi Tong, - ;
Y Pun Wan, Wong lat Hong, Jin Heing, Che g ; L P ! i
. Het, I»K:ﬁhg.LmUTﬁthlnkSanSu hin Hong,
i .
Athlctes S,-‘r_ﬁmﬁngl tiviang Liya : r
£ nmpm: Li Liping _ e i b -
{.M Hou Fai, Lin Kin deH Kutsuayouhi, Mok Koi Too, Pong Ea Kit, Chon l{i’ .'-" i Zhenke ]
ﬁglgghun Wi, {,m m Hou Kan, Lin Zhitang, U Chi Fong, Mok Kim Hei, i Cheenyg: Cheng |, Leong Kit Weng, Wulgl b Chi, ‘M:mw Uheng Lo
¢ Lam, Leon Che Chin . Tam Weng Leong, Ho Chon Min, K E -
Chong Man, Chu Te Lin, LéiMeng Chi, Mok Eim Kri, Ho Chi Hin, Kam Chi Chon, Ho i * a:. -}.-" -
'._ Chon, Lo Weng Kuan, Cheong Sin I, Ho ChiCheng ™ :Andu Kenta ' # r
L i - : Hoi Loag, Che Ba Chon
- : ! ! -
Nhnnﬁ-‘.‘m:d:&nnﬁmnm: T b - MWushu Team I
- Coaches  : Zeng Tie Ming, lac Chon T, Jia Bui, Leong Fong Man, Hoang Yanho, Puan Keng Man, Law
— | Chaatt Kooy, B lam Wa, Bou Kon Cli

Athictes = Jin Rui, Li Yi, Humgllmhun. Chio Wai Keong, Wu Chi In, Sou Chin Mln.\‘.hg Kui Sin, He

& Wengz |, Mui Weng 1, Uei Cheok leong, Lin Pui Chan, Hung Si Fan,:Ho Pui Kei, Cheong Pui
Seng, Chong Ka Seag, Koo long Cld; Chan Kin Keong, Chau Meng Chon, Peng |

Mou Wai Hong, Wong Ka Kin, Lei lo Neng, lu Ka Lok, Cheo Ka Seng, Ho Chi How,

Kin, Lao Wai Chong, Leong Chon Kit, Kam Wai Kit, lh‘hb?.mm Hou,

Kam In, Lei Bin Nam, Un Weng Hong, Wong Ka Weng, Man Tou, Leong Wai In, ©

Leng Hu, Jin Thirawst, Lam Wai Man, Wong Chi Hin, Chan Mam Fai, Cheang Hou Chun, Ko
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FOOTBALL | ASIAN CUP

UAE, Iran through
to knockout stage

Keiran Smith, Sydney

LI Mabkhout eased

the tension quickly

for his team, scoring

after just 14 seconds
to set up a 2-1 win over Bahrain
that secured a spot in the Asian
Cup knockout stage for the
United Arab Emirates.

Three-time champion Iran ear-
ned a place in the quarterfinals
later yesterday with a 1-0 win
over Qatar, and will meet the
UAE on Monday in Brisbane to
determine top spot in Group C.

Both teams are assured of
joining Australia, South Korea
and China in the knockout sta-
ge. Japan and Iraq are playing
today in Group D, with the
winner sure to join them.

Mabkhout was the toast of the
Emirates, with his rapid-fire
goal in the second game adding
to his two goals in the opening
4-1 win over Qatar.

His goal was canceled out af-
ter 26 minutes, though, by a
Jaycee John header. A quiet
second half came to life in
Canberra with an own goal,
as Bahrain captain Mohamed
Hasan headed an Amer Abdul-
rahman free-kick into his own
net.

At Sydney, 20-year-old Sar-
dar Azmoun scored in the se-
cond half to lift Iran over Qa-
tar.

Iran, the top ranked team in
the tournament, had to be pa-
tient against a well-organized
Qatari defense, before Sardar
broke the deadlock after tur-
ning his defender and poking
the ball past keeper Qasem
Burhan.

"It was a brilliant goal", said
former Real Madrid and Por-
tugal coach Carlos Queiroz.

AP PHOTO

Iran's goalkeeper Alireza Haghigh waves to the crowd following their win over Qatar

in their AFGC Asia Cup soccer match in Sydney, Australia

"It was a special movement,
a great turn at the level of the
best center forwards I have
worked with in my life. For a
young player he has a great fu-
ture in front of him."

Iran has six points to sit se-
cond behind UAE on goal dif-
ference in the group. Qatar and
Bahrain are out of contention
with a game remaining.

This was only the second
Asian Cup finals meeting be-
tween these two nations, sin-
ce Iran's 2-0 win in 1988, and
despite the closeness of the
score Iran was never troubled
by the 2014 Gulf Cup cham-
pions.

Quieroz opted to start with
Sardar, ahead of the more ex-
perienced Reza Ghoochan-
nejhad, as Iran's only change
from the opening 2-0 win over
Bahrain.

It was Sardar who had Iran's
first chance when he rose hi-
ghest to head a Mehrdad Poo-

ladi cross on target in the 3rd
minute but was easily saved by
Qasem.

That proved to be Iran's only
shot on target until late in the
first-half when captain Javad
Nekounam's headed shot was
cleared off the goal-line by
Ahmed Mohamed with Qasem
beaten to keep the Qataris level
at half-time.

The breakthrough finally
came in the 52nd minute after
Dejagah played a low cross for
Sardar, who turned past defen-
der Almadhi before poking the
ball past Qasem's outstretched
leg and into the right corner of
the goal, sparking wild cele-
brations among the Iranian su-
pporters in the 22,672-strong
crowd.

"I think we deserved to win
the game," said Quieroz. "I'd
like to dedicate this win to
the fantastic Iranian fans that
come here to support the team.
The win is for them." AP

Arum: Pacquiao
agrees to terms for
Mayweather fight

Tim Dahlberg, AP Boxing Writer, Las Vegas

ANNY Pacquiao flew to Los Angeles yesterday, pre-

paring for a meeting with contestants of the Miss Uni-
verse pageant. Whether he has an even bigger date on May 2
seems entirely up to Floyd Mayweather Jr.

Promoter Bob Arum said Pacquiao has agreed to all ter-
ms for what would be boxing’s richest fight ever, a bout with
Mayweather that fans have been demanding for five years.

The question now is whether the long-reluctant Maywea-
ther will finally sign on the dotted line for what could be
an astonishing USD120 million payday for the fighter who
flaunts his money better than anyone.

“Your guess is as good as mine,” Arum told The Associated
Press. “I don’t want to be antagonistic and say he’s not on
board and not going to sign. The representation is that he is
on board with this.”

Arum said negotiations with Mayweather’s representatives
over the past few weeks resulted in agreements on every-
thing from the date and site of the fight (MGM Grand in Las
Vegas) to purse split (reportedly 60-40 in Mayweather’s fa-
vor) to the type of gloves the boxers will wear.

But Mayweather has yet to personally agree to the fight,
and the possibility remained that Arum was publicly discus-
sing Pacquiao agreeing to terms to try to up the pressure on
the unbeaten boxer to sign.

“We’re waiting for Mayweather to sign a document saying,
‘Yeah,” Arum said.

Just what Mayweather is thinking remains unclear. Thou-
gh he declared on Showtime last month that he wanted the
fight, he rarely speaks to the media between fights and his
manager, Al Haymon, almost never speaks publicly.

Mayweather put out pictures of himself in front of a private
jet and his new cars this week along with a picture of his Las
Vegas mansion, but said nothing about the Pacquiao fight
on social media.

Arum said the negotiations have been at the highest levels,
and Pacquiao agreed to all the demands by the Mayweather
team.

“We took our stands on certain issues, but essentially we
acquiesced on most things,” Arum said.

Arum said he planned to meet with Pacquiao today in Los
Angeles to formally get his fighter’s signature on the terms
of the bout. Pacquiao flew from the Philippines on his way to
judge the Miss Universe pageant on Jan. 25 in Florida.

Arum said the fight would be held at the MGM, where
Mayweather has fought exclusively for years. The 15,000-
seat arena would be scaled for a $40 million live gate. He
said with pay-per-view revenues, the bout could generate
$200 million.

With a 60-40 split, that would mean a potential $120
million payday for Mayweather and his team and $80
million for Pacquiao and his promoter. Both would be re-
cord purses for fighters. AP
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— Restorative and Cosmetic Dentistry
— Children Dentistry
- Orthodontic Treatment

= Oral examination and radiology investigation

CONSULTATION BY APPOINTMENT:

C RS R

ICQ Oral Health Center

<
C're for Q“.\\"

ICQ dental team is a group of dental specialists with internationally recognized qualifications.
We provide all range of dental services:

Endodontic Treatment
Periodontal Treatment
Emergency Treatment

We are committed to deliver high quality dental services with personalized care. We ensure
the highest level of infection control.
Website: www.icqoral.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/icqoral

OFFICE HOUR: 10:00AM-19:00FM

CLose oN Sun, Tue awp PusrLic HoLipay

Oral and Dental implant Surgery

TeL: (853)28373266

RM1907, 19/F, AIA Tower, Nos. 251A-301, AveENiDA COMMERCIAL DE Macau, Macau SAR
Fax: (853)28356483

EMAIL: INFO@ICQORAL.COM

WWW.ICQORAL.COM

New Sunshine Cleaning Services Ltd.

Portable Chemical Toilet Hiring

¢ Fepular Units, Flush Units

& Units with Sanitizers, Sinks

e  Deluxe Units

s [aily, Weekly or Monthly

o Deliver, Pick-Up & Pump Out of Portable
Toilets

FREE DELIVERY

Call: 2883 3008

Member of General Association of Macao Cleaning Service Industry
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LIBERTE, EGALITE, FRATERNITE

I must admit that | usually don’t easily gulp overly
nationalistic injunctions, and hence consider appeals
to “national unity” and unquestionable flag-waving
displays of national pride with great suspicion. In that
respect, | follow a long, ironically partially French, tra-
dition of anarchist thinking, still very much alive today,
the one of Georges Brassens who derided in his son-
gs “the race of chauvinists and cockade-bearers” and
“the happy fools whose hometown means the world”.
Cabu, Wolinski, Charb and Tignious, the four (now for
sure) world-renown caricaturists who were cold-bloo-
dedly executed in the terrorist attack against Charlie
Hebdo on January 7 belonged to this very same tra-
dition: one of irreverence for self-confident powerful
people as well as one of absolute rejection of every
single form of intolerance —religious, but also political,
social and economic. Core to that credo is the inti-
mate conviction, one that can be traced back to Plato
and the use of the Ring of Gyges described in the Re-
public, that power holders will always be tempted to
abuse their power, and ultimately, as Lord Acton beau-
tifully puts it that “power tends to corrupt and absolute
power corrupts absolutely”.

Yet, after the dismay and awe triggered by the double
terrorist slaughter that took place in the very heart of
Paris and ultimately claimed the life of 17 people, in-
cluding three policemen, whose job, as state represen-
tatives, was precisely to make sure that citizens’ rights
were protected, a new kind of emotion kicked in. All of
a sudden, individuals and governments alike, French
and from all around the world, felt that a symbol had
been partly destroyed and purposefully threatened,
something essential to what makes us human beings,
decent and civilized people. Of course, compared to
the horrendous massacres that took place almost con-
comitantly in Yemen and Nigeria, claiming the lives of
possibly thousands, one has to feel humble: Islamic ter-
rorism mostly kills Muslim victims and to be honest one
could even say that in comparison Europe is more fear-
ful than actually devastated by terrorism. But symbols,
and hence representations are what make us distincti-
vely human. Thus, “liberté, égalité, fraternité” (freedom,
equality and fraternity), the motto of the French Repu-
blic suddenly made perfect sense, as something that
should be embraced and cherished. Feeling patriotic
was suddenly universal and unmistakably worth espou-
sing. The freedom to express my opinion, the equality
of all, whatever the gender, race and religion, and the
much needed fraternity to surmount this upheaval and
possibly prevent what made this self-devouring brutal
act possible. The point was not anymore whether one
would agree or not with the provocative drawings of
Charlie Hebdo, but the realization that these “foot sol-
diers of liberty” were the guarantors of the outer fringe
of our freedom of expression within the boundary of the
law. Hence close to 4 million people in the streets of
France on Sunday 11 to pay tribute to those departed.
Hence the totality of the members of the French assem-
bly chanting the national anthem to salute the Prime
Minister’s speech on Wednesday 14, a first since the
armistice of 1918.

To my great consternation, that very same freedom of
speech was invoked on January 13 to defend the un-
savory comments made by legislator Feng Chi Keong
during the plenary discussion related to the new Do-
mestic Violence Law. Mr Fong, in his usual table-talk
manners, clearly implied that it was okay to beat one’s
wife once in a while when she was arguing too much
or being seemingly unresponsive to sexual arousing—
going as far as saying that marriage was some form
of bestial arrangement to satisfy sexual needs. What
shields Mr Fong is not the protection of freedom of
speech, it is his legislative immunity. What protects Mr
Fong is the fact that the penal code does not clearly
define the “apology” or “instigation” of violence and dis-
crimination towards women despite the fact that Macao
is a signatory of the Convention on the elimination of
all forms of discrimination against women. What pro-
tects Mr Fong is not the respect he commends in the
community, it is the fact that he is not accountable to an
electorate. The problem is: Mr Fong is designated by
the Chief Executive, and is the president of the chari-
table association behind the Walk for a Million as well
as the president of the Kiang Wu Hospital Charitable
Association, among many other things. We trust that he
could be made accountable in other ways...
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Caesars Palace announced
yesterday that the 44-year-old
pop icon would open a series
of shows May 16 at The Co-
losseum in Las Vegas. Carey
has announced 18 performan-
ces, so far. The show, dubbed
“MARIAH CAREY #1s,” will

feature the singer performing
her 18 No. 1 singles, which in-
clude “We Belong Together,”
“Hero” and “Vision of Love.”
She is one of the all-time best-
selling acts in music. Carey’s
announcement came after a so-
so year for the multiplatinum,

Grammy-winning star. Her la-
test album, “Me. I Am Mariah...
The Elusive Chanteuse,” was a
commercial flop and she was
criticized for her vocal perfor-
mance during her recent tour.

Caesars unit says it filed
for bankruptcy to cut debt

Kimberly Pierceall, Las Vegas

cash-strapped division
f casino giant Caesars
Entertainment Corp. said
yesterday that it filed for
bankruptcy protection in
Chicago, hoping the court
agrees to its plan to get out
from under USD18.4 billion
in debt.

The division, Caesars En-
tertainment Operating Co.,
owns and operates most of
Caesars’ 50 properties wor-
ldwide. Caesars CEO Gary
Loveman said in a statement
that its casino-hotels would
remain open and continue
to host meetings and events,
assuring customers that their
loyalty points would still ac-
crue and the company’s li-
neup of onstage entertainers
would perform according to
their schedules.

Company officials say they
intend to continue paying its
suppliers in full.

“I am very confident in the
future prospects of our enter-
prise, which will combine an
improved capital structure
with a network of profitable
properties,” Loveman said in
the statement.

The bankruptcy filing
doesn’t apply to parent com-
pany Caesars Entertainment
Corp. and affiliated com-
panies Caesars Growth Part-
ners and Caesars Entertain-
ment Resort Properties.

More than 30,000 people
are employed at the debt-la-
den division’s 38 casino-ho-
tels, including Bally’s and

THE
DECISIVE MOMENT

Aman kes ictures of Caesars
Palace hotel and casino, in Las Vegas

Caesars in Atlantic City and
the iconic Caesars Palace on
the Las Vegas Strip.

In a video message posted
online, Loveman said em-
ployees would continue to
receive pay and benefits as
usual.

The filing from Caesars En-
tertainment Operating Co. in
a Chicago bankruptcy court
came as no surprise.

The company has been wei-
ghed down by sizable debt
ever since Apollo Global
Management LLC and TPG
Capital LP and other inves-
tors bought the casino giant
in January 2008 for $30.7
billion, using $6.1 billion of
their own cash and paying
the rest with $24.7 billion in
debt.

Caesars has been negotia-
ting with creditors and len-
ders for months on a reorga-
nization plan that would turn
the division into a real estate
investment trust — one to
own properties and the other

to lease properties — promi-
sing creditors cash or new
debt.

Not everyone is on board,
though, including three ju-
nior creditor hedge funds
owed $41 million that con-
tend the plan isn’t fair. In
a bid to get more favorable
terms, they filed a petition
Monday in Delaware’s fede-
ral court to force the division
into involuntary bankruptcy.

Caesars Entertainment
Operating Co.s own filing
yesterday could set off a “si-
deshow” of jurisdictional
wrangling to decide where
the case would be heard, De-
laware or Illinois, said Uni-
versity of Michigan law pro-
fessor John Pottow.

Caesars’ lawyers have noted
the division doesn’t own or
manage any casino-hotels in
Delaware.

Cathy Reece, director of
law firm Fennemore Craig’s
bankruptcy practice, poin-
ted out that Enron filed for
bankruptcy in New York, ra-
ther than in its home state of
Texas, and the court agreed.
It's up to the company as
long as it can prove a connec-
tion to the area, she said.

Several casino-hotels ow-
ned and managed by Caesars
Entertainment  Operating
Co. are in the Midwest inclu-
ding two in Illinois, Harrah’s
Joliet and Harrah’s Metro-
polis, and the Horseshoe
Hammond casino in Indiana
near Chicago, the company
explained in a filing with the
judge in Delaware. AP
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Hong Kong actress Tang Wei poses for a photo with fans during an event to promote her latest movie

“Blackhat” in Taipei yesterday.
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WORLD BRIEFS

SRI LANKA’s new
president replaces an
ex-military official with a
civilian governor in the
Tamil-controlled north in
a sign of improving ties
with the ethnic minority
following the end of the
civil war.

THAILAND Human

rights groups and labor
organizations across Asia
urge Thailand’s military
government to scrap a
proposal to send prisoners
onto Thai fishing boats to
fill labor shortages.

FRANCE President

Francois Hollande

says France’s millions

of Muslims should be
protected and respected
and in turn they should
also respect the nation’s
strict secular policies.
Hollande spoke yesterday
after three radical Muslim
gunmen killed 17 people
last week in France’s
worst attacks in decades.
Two of the attackers
claimed allegiances to
al-Qaida in Yemen and
another to the Islamic
State group.

USA-CUBA The Obama
administration is putting
a large dent in the U.S.
embargo against Cuba
as of today, significantly
loosening restrictions

on American trade and
investment. The new
rules also open up the
communist island to
greater American travel
and allow U.S. citizens to
start bringing home small
amounts of Cuban cigars
after more than a half-
century ban.

SWITZERLAND's central
bank has scrapped a
policy that limited how
much the euro could fall
against the Swiss franc, an
unexpected decision that
sent the euro plummeting
a stunning 30 percent
against the Swiss currency
before it recovered
somewhat.



