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cyclist’s quest to bike

around the world in five |
years has ended with his

death in a road accident

in northeast Thailand.

Police say the 47-year-old
Juan Francisco Guillermo
was hit by a pickup truck 4 P23
and immediately killed e : 3 | RN d LR
Saturday on a highway - ' 1
in Nakhon Ratchasima
province. According to
police and accounts on
social media, Guillermo
was attempting to set a
Guinness World Record
by cycling 250,000km

in five continents in five
years. His journey started
in November 2010 and
was scheduled to end in
November this year.

YEMEN'’s former president
has arrived in the southern
port city of Aden after
fleeing the capital where
Shiite rebels had been
holding him under house
arrest. Abed Rabbo
Mansour Hadi’s fall raises
fears that notoriously
volatile Yemen will
fracture into mini-states,
complicating American
efforts to combat al-
Qaida’s powerful local
franchise, against whom
Hadi had been a strong
U.S. ally.
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Additional restaurant charges
accepted during festive season

During the first three to four days
of Chinese New Year, many
restaurants in Macau have chosen
to close their doors. And it is com-
mon for those who have opened for
business to charge patrons an extra
amount for service fees, which can
be as much as 30 percent of the ori-
ginal price.

Some residents told TDM that
they understood the decision to in-
crease prices. “Having a 30-percent
extra charge is alright. But it wou-

1d be unacceptable if they charged
more [than that],” one of the inter-
viewees said. Another claimed that
the additional charge is reasonable
because of the extra wages that em-
ployers must pay during the pe-
riod. “Where does the money come
from? Of course, it comes from the
customers,” he said. One resident
believes that people should not dine
at restaurants if they cannot accept
additional fees.

However, some also said that they

42 CASES OF TAXI IRREGULARITIES

THE PUBLIC Security Police (PSP)
caught 42 taxis violating taxi regula-
tions between February 17 and 20. The
authorities have urged taxi drivers not
to break the law. In those 42 prosecu-
tions, 19 of them involved charging
excessive fares and 14 involved refus-

ing fares. The PSP said that they have

a zero-tolerance policy regarding taxi

Authorities sp
temporary Ho

irregularities, and that the operation
against rule-breaching taxi drivers in
the CNY period has so far been suc-
cessful. It also revealed that, between
January 1 and February 21, PSP has

prosecuted 1,131 cases of taxi irregu-
larities, with 309 of them related to

involving the refusal of fares.

eed up
me Return

Permit applications

OCAL residents who
have lost their Home Re-
turn Permit (Mainland Tra-
vel Permit for Hong Kong
and Macau residents) in
Zhuhai are now able to re-
ceive a temporary document
quicker than previously, ac-
cording to an announcement
by the Public Security Police.
The figure from the main-
land authorities showed that
there were more than 1,300
reports of missing Home Re-
turn Permits in 2014. As of
February 16, Macau residen-
ts who find that their permit
is missing are no longer re-
quired to report the incident
to the mainland Public Se-
curity Department. Instead,

they can go to the Chinese
Travel Service (CTS) at room
2115 of the Gongbei Port’s
departure lounge between 9
a.m. and 10.30 p.m., where
they can apply for a one-off
departure permit. The CTS
counter is open every day,
including holidays. This
change also applies to those
whose Home Return Permit
has expired.

The PSP reminded residen-
ts that if they lose their Ma-
cau Resident Identification
Card in the mainland, they
can still go to the border
checkpoints of Macau and
return to the SAR in as little
as 30 minutes upon having
their identity verified.

the charging of excessive fares and 211

do not dine out during CNY because
it is too crowded, and because peo-
ple have to queue too long before
being served.

One restaurant manager said
that they had applied a 30-percent
extra charge on their customers
during the first three days of CNY
(February 19 and 21), which is hi-
gher than the usual rate, which lies
between 5 and 20 percent. Howe-
ver, she thought that customers
were glad that there were places
open during the period, and poin-
ted out that their charges were still
cheaper compared to eating out at
other places.

As of February 13, the Civic and
Municipal Affairs Bureau had re-
ceived notices from 155 restaurants
and food vending businesses about
price changes on their menus.

The bureau fined 62 restaurants
and food-vending businesses last
year for their failure to notify the
authority.

The Macau Government Tourist
Office also said that 168 out of more
than 300 restaurants have notified
the office of their decision to increa-
se prices this year by between 5 and
20 percent. The office’s director,
Helena de Senna Fernandes, re-
minded restaurants that they must
give notice to the office if they choo-
se to impose extra charges and fees
during holidays, or else they will
face a fine of up to MOP2,500. JPL

TOURISM

Over 1,000 parade
to celebrate Year

of the Goat

CARMO CORREIA/LUSA

Aparade celebrating the
Year of the Goat was
held on Saturday with the
participation of 1,288 per-
formers and 34 performing
groups.

Participants marched
along Avenida Dr. Sun Yat-
Sen and finished up close
to the Macau Tower.

The theme of this year’s
parade is “Adorn the City
with Opulence and Joy”. A
total of 14 floats (many of
them belonging to gaming
operators) joined the festi-
vities, along with 25 local
groups, and 9 performing
groups from the mainland;
Korea; Hong Kong; Italy;
Japan; Malaysia; Portugal;
Thailand and Taiwan.

Well-known Hong Kong

singer Miriam Yeung gave
a performance at the event,
while Hong Kong artist
Johnson Lee was the host of
the night, adding much joy
and festivity to the event.

The parade will be organi-
zed again for the tenth day
of Lunar New Year (Feb
28), but with a different
route. It will start in Rua
Norte do Patane at 8 p.m.
and pass through Avenida
do Conselheiro Borja and
adjourn at Iao Hon Market
Garden.

The 14 parade floats are
being showcased at Sai Van
Lake Square and Tap Seac
Square between February
21 and 28, and between
February 28 and March 8,
respectively.

A dragon dance was staged on the f.irst day of Chinese Lunar New Year to celebrate the Year of Sheep
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Joao Pedro Lau

HE Public Security Po-
lice (PSP) has revealed
that more than 1.72
million people crossed
the Macau border checkpoints
between February 18 and 22.

Meanwhile, the Secretary for
Social Affairs and Culture, Ale-
xis Tam, does not think that
Macau is capable of accommo-
dating more visitors, and will
discuss the possibility of res-
tricting the amount of incoming
tourists with mainland authori-
ties.

The authority believes that the
border crossing peak period lies
between February 21 and 25.
However, the total number of
passengers who traveled throu-
gh the region’s borders from
February 19 to 22 has already
surpassed 1.45 million, a grow-
th of more than 6 percent.

The Border Gate checkpoint
was once again the most popu-
lar passage for residents and
visitors.

A mainland visitor told TDM
yesterday that it took her al-
most two hours to cross the
border at Gongbei Port. Howe-
ver, the time required to cross
the border on the Macau side
was only several minutes. Ano-
ther mainland visitor said that
since they were traveling with
an elderly person, they were
allowed to use a special passa-
ge at Gongbei and were able to
cross the checkpoint after only
waiting for 20 minutes.

With such a large visitor in-
flux, PSP twice imposed the
first-level crowd control mea-
sure at San Ma Lo (Avenida de
Almeida Ribeiro) in the after-
noons of Saturday and yester-
day. There were also temporary
traffic reroutes implemented in
the vicinity of the Border Gate
and Praia Grande yesterday.

The crowded conditions have
affected the traveling mood of
some tourists. A visitor from
Guangdong, Ms Yang, said that
this is the first time she has tra-
veled to Macau. She was hoping
to have a leisurely trip, but fou-
nd Macau to be “super crow-
ded”. She said that she would
not go to San Ma Lo again next
time. Another mainland visitor,
Mr Ding, said that the crowds
in San Ma Lo had been “tiring”
for him. He also found the dis-
trict “boring,” because he could
do nothing but shop there.

Moreover, according to the

Record number of visitors, crowd
control measures implemented

ad
The core
principle is that
our residents’
quality of life
should not be
worsened

ALEXIS TAM

Marine and Water Bureau, in
order to cater for the increase
in passengers who chose the sea
routes to enter or exit Macau,
ferry operators expanded their
service capacity by 35 percent
on Saturday.

The bureau’s director, Wong
Soi Man, said that after ins-
pecting the Outer Harbor Fer-
ry Terminal and the Pac On
Temporary Ferry Terminal in

Taipa, the peak traveling period
for the ferry terminals would
be between yesterday and Fe-
bruary 26.

Ms Wong said that they were
concerned about possible de-
lays in upcoming days due to
foggy weather. She said that
the authorities will monitor
the situation closely. There are
also rescue vessels stationed
at the Inner Harbor and Outer
Harbor.

The huge tourist influx into
the city has been pointed out
by some as having negative im-
pacts on the daily life of local
residents. During a New Year
event on Thursday, Secretary
Alexis Tam thanked mainland
visitors for their economic
contribution to Macau. Howe-
ver, he does not want the In-
dividual Visit Scheme to affect
the locals, and he will discuss
with  mainland authorities
ways that the Scheme could be

improved in the future, inclu-
ding the possibility of placing
restrictions on it.

“We have to make a scien-
tific decision [regarding the
Individual Visit Scheme]. The
core principle is that our re-
sidents’ quality of life should
not be worsened... There are
many possible measures [to be
considered], and [restricting
the scheme] is one of them,”
he said.

Mr Tam added that there are

other methods “that are be-
tter.” He said that there will
be talks between the Macau
government and mainland
authorities, such as the State
Council, the National Tourism
Administration, as well as ad-
ministrations of the provinces
to which the scheme applies.
He said that the common goal
of all parties is to improve the
lives of Macau residents, and
to allow more mainland visi-
tors see Macau.

CHINESE NEW YEAR VISITORS

Date Total
(Until 9 p.m.)

February 18 273,909
February 19 276,016
February 20 351,534
February 21 407,201
February 22 418,228
Total 1,726,888

Inbound Outbound
(Until 9 p.m.) (Until 9 p.m.)
128,808 145,101
138,395 137,621
174,787 176,747
220,450 186,751
220,602 197,626
883,042 843,846
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Man caught
with over a
million worth
of drugs

The Judiciary Police has
detained a 49-year-old man
after he was found with 2,100
grams of heroin hidden in a
secret compartment in his
suitcase yesterday at the
Macau International Airport.
The drugs are estimated to
be worth around MOP1.7
million on the black market.
The authority said that they
were tipped off by foreign
law enforcement agencies,
which claimed that a crime
syndicate was looking for
individuals to traffic drugs.
The Judiciary Police found
the drugs at around midday
yesterday when checking the
luggage of the detained man,
who is a US passport holder
traveling to Macau from
Thailand. The man claimed
that he was a businessman
based in Kenya and that

he was approached by a

man who had asked him

to help traffic the drugs in
exchange for USD8,000.
The man began his journey
from Madagascar with the
narcotics in his suitcase and
was planning to deliver the
heroin to another man in
Zhuhai.
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Noise law in effect, low
awareness of the legislation

r I YHE Prevention and Control

of Environmental Noise Law
(the Noise Law) came into effect
yesterday. As of 4 p.m., the Pu-
blic Security Police and the En-
vironmental Protection Bureau
had received a total of 26 com-
plaints and made two successful
prosecutions.

PSP figures show that the au-
thority has issued advice in res-
ponse to five of the 25 complaints
received. As for the rest of the ob-
jections, the authorities said that
they could not confirm the ca-
ses. They included situations in
which the complainants did not
show up when the PSP officers
arrived at the scene.

However, some residents told
TDM on Saturday that they had
no awareness of the implemen-
tation of the new legislation.
One resident pointed out that
he did not see any promotion or
advertisement of the new law.
Another resident complained
that she has always heard noise
from her neighbors because they
kept a pet dog. She was concer-
ned with how stringently the au-

lI .

thorities would implement the
law. “The dog [belonging to my
neighbor] was always barking.
We do not know how to file a

complaint... Although there is
a law, who knows if [the autho-
rities] would follow it through.
They might only ‘talk the talk’,”
she said.

Meanwhile, lawmaker Ho Ion
Sang has asked the Macau gover-
nment to educate residents on
the law’s importance. “The regu-
lation focuses on domestic noise
and the noise emitted from piled
drivers (...) The real focus of the
regulation is that residents have

to observe the law consciously.
The relevant authorities should
also step up in enforcing the law
and patrolling the community, as
well as putting more effort into
promoting the law and educating
the public,” he said.

As for the issues concerning
residents who lit firecrackers
on their balconies or who even
threw them onto the street, Mr
Ho said that there is already le-
gislation to tackle these kinds of
issues.

On the other hand, the Public
Security Police (PSP) announced
that it intends to cooperate with
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the Environmental Protection
Bureau in enforcing the law more
efficiently. The PSP also called on
residents to observe the law and
cooperate with the authorities.

PSP Intendant Chan Man Tak
said that they need to collabo-
rate with the complainants.
After receiving a complaint re-
garding noise, the PSP officers
who arrive at a given scene will
stay for a period of time, even
if they do not hear any noise
when they first arrive. He said
that this will cause no incon-
venience to residents, and can
effectively determine whether
they need to prosecute anyone
there who continues to make
excessive noise.

Intendant Chan also warned ci-
tizens not to make excessive noi-
se during Chinese New Year, or
else they may be fined between
MOP1,000 and MOP2,000 if
successfully prosecuted. He wel-
comed residents to call 28573333
to file a complaint regarding noi-
ses if necessary, and said that
PSP officers will arrive at the lo-
cation as soon as possible. JPL
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Group supports transgender people
requesting ID gender change

Jodo Pedro Lau

E Rainbow of Macau
association will meet
with Identification Bu-
reau (DSI) officials on

February 24 to discuss the issue
of changing gender on Macau’s
identification documents.

Anthony Lam, director-gene-
ral of Rainbow of Macau, said
in a press conference yesterday
that one individual, known as
Avery, has finished gender reas-
signment surgery and wants to
contact the Macau authorities
in regard to changing the gen-
der on her ID card. He said that
Rainbow of Macau has contacted
DSI and the Secretary for Ad-
ministration and Justice, Sonia
Chan, in representing Avery.

“Both the Secretary and DSI
have replied to ‘Rainbow’ and
said that they will pay high at-
tention to the issue. We have ar-
ranged a meeting to take place on
February 24 to find a solution for
Avery,” he said.

Mr Lam said that the group
wants to progress Macau peo-
ple’s understanding and educa-

TRANSPORT

Airport terminal expansion to begin this year

HE Macau Internatio-

nal Airport Company
(CAM) will launch cons-
truction on an expansion
to the airport this year in
order to cope with the in-
creasing demand.

The airport’s current
total capacity is 6 million
per year. CAM has pre-
viously announced that
it will be expanding the

tion regarding gender, and he
hopes that the Secretary and DSI
can provide assistance to Avery.

He said that there was no pre-
cedent for such a case in Macau
that could be referenced. He ho-
pes that the case can progress
with rational communication be-
tween all parties.

Jason Chao, a member of the
association, said that there are
clear instructions in Hong Kong
and Portugal regarding the

“Avery” was at yesterday’s prss conference and spoke behind a screen

change of gender on ID cards.
He pointed out that the United
Nations has previously called
on the Macau government to
legislate for the protection of
residents from discrimination
on the basis of sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity, which
includes transgender identity.
He believes that the government
has the responsibility to protect
its residents through legisla-
tion, and to allow the change of

DSI said that
the information
on a Macau
ID card has to
be consistent
with the birth
certificate

ID information so that indivi-
duals will not be discriminated
against.

During the press conference,
Avery shared with the media her
experience in a local high school.
She said that she had suffered
from verbal abuse and violent
treatment at the hands of her
classmates and even teachers
when she was studying in a local
all-boys school. She has previou-
sly attempted suicide, and said
that the abuse and bullying were
major parts of the reason behind
that decision.

Avery has recently come back
to Macau from the United King-
dom, and found that it was not
easy to live and find jobs in the
region as a transgender.

In a response to the TDM, DSI
said that the information on a
Macau ID card has to be consis-
tent with what is on a person’s
birth certificate. If residents want
to change the information on the
ID card, they have to ask the Le-
gal Affairs Bureau about doing
so. DSI said that it has so far re-
ceived three enquiries regarding
cases similar to that of Avery.

that the airport is ex-
pected to have more air-
lines and cater for more
customers. “The capa-
city for planes hasn’t
been saturated. There is

terminal.

“At a conservative esti-
mation, we will finish the
interior design, construc-
tion and the other works
in 2016. Then [the expan-
sion] can be put into use.
We expect the expansion
of the airport’s south and
north to be completed in
2018. The total capaci-
ty by then will increase

from 6 million to 9 or 10
million [per year],” CAM
deputy chief Vicki Mou
said to TDM.

As the Times reported
previously, the local air-
port handled a total of
5.2 million passengers
in 2014, which is around
9 percent more than the
number from 2013,

Ms Mou also suggested

still a lot of space. (...)
We want to have pla-
nes running more fre-
quently. We still have a
lot of space.”

CAM also revealed that
it is trying to allow an air-
craft hangar for business
jets, which is currently
under construction so as
to start operating in the
first half of 2015.
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ICQ Oral Health Center

New Sunshine Cleaning Services Ltd.
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ICQ dental team is a group of dental specialists with internationally recognized qualifications.

We provide all range of dental services:

~ Oral examination and radiology investigation

Oral and Dental implant Surgery

— Restorative and Cosmetic Dentistry
— Children Dentistry
— Orthodontic Treatment

— Endodontic Treatment
~ Periodontal Treatment
— Emergency Treatment

We are committed to deliver high quality dental services with personalized care. We ensure
the highest level of infection control.
Website: www.icqoral.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/icqoral

CONSULTATION BY APPOINTMENT:

OFrice vour: 10:00AM-19:00PM

Crose oN Sun, Tug axp PusLic HoLipay

Fax: (853)28356483

Rm1907, 19/F, AIA Tower, Nos. 251A-301, Avenipa CoMMERCIAL DE Macau, Macau SAR
TeL: (853)28373266

EMAIL: INFO@ICQORAL.COM

WWW.ICQORAL.COM

Clean Kitchen

Urgentll Call Now!! Tel: 28833008
Call: 2883 3008

Member of General Association of Macao Cleaning Service Industry

Grease Box
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For Rent

The Manhattan, Unit D Taipa
(Ref: 15015429)
2,488q. ft. HKD 36,000

Modern Apartment Central

Taipa - Nam Long Taipa

(Ref: 15020468)

820sq. ft. HKD 15,000

Newly renovated 2 bedroom apartment. 1 x
Double bedroom. 1 x Box guest room with large
wardrobe. Modern shower room. Open plan
kitchen / living area. Renovated throughout;
electric, plumping, kitchen cabinets, bathroom,
double glaze windows & A/C all new. New white
goods in kitchen. Window treatments to be
installed (on order). Located on 2nd floor of walk

Fully Furnished 4 bedroom, mid floor apartment,
luxury residence in central Taipa. Concierge
services, spacious living areas and bedrooms.

High quality finishes. Full use of Clubhouse
facilities. Viewings by appointment only.

For Sale

PROPERTY WANTED FOR SALE OR

Email us your property details and asking price or call us at: +853 2835 2699

Wan Yu Villa - Nape Macau
(Ref: 14110456)
1,1811 sq. ft. HKD 28,000

Excellent condition furnished apartment, clean
and bright spacious living and dining area.

Newly renovated with nice upgrades, a good size
balcony overlooking the Goddess of Mercy Statue,
Walking distance to Cultural Centre, MGM and
Sands.

Immediate occupancy, viewing by appointment.

M 5 R

property i

www.JMLproperty.com

Macau Ginxa Plaza (Mall
Shops)

(Ref: 15010461)
403sq. ft. HKD 22,000

Good Location and steady pedestrian flow in
center of Macau.

Unit S - 403sqft HKD22000/month.

Unit L - 430sqft HKD30100/month.

Unit J - 768sqgft HKD53760/month. Include
management fee

Manhattan F Unit Taipa
(Ref: 14095417)

1,720sq. ft. HKD 17M

Rate: HKD 9,883sq ft

One Central Tower 7

Penthouse

(Ref: 14045394)

2403sq. ft. HKD 49.982M

Rate: HKD 20,799 sq ft

Unigue opportunity to live in an exclusive
penthouse. Located in the One Central complex
this property offers stunning views across the
South China Sea towards Penha Hill. Floor to
ceiling windows across one wall makes the living /
dining room bright and spacious. For all
interested parties please contact Juliet on
66809804 or email juliet@jmlproperty.com

3 bedroom. 2 bathroom. Open plan living / dining
area. Modern Fitted Kitchen.

Fully furnished. Small Balcony. Including one
parking space on 2nd floor close to lift lobby.

Designer Apartment Macau
(Ref: 14105421)

679sq. ft. HKD 6.588M

Rate: HKD 9,702sq ft

Overlooking Macau's Icon St Pauls Cathedral.One
of the few views not to be built out.Second Floor
walk up.Renovated 5 years ago HKD480,000
spent.All new water pipes / electrics / air con's /
double glaze windows.Only two apartments per
floor. Balcony overlooking St Pauls.Open plan
modern built in kitchen.Large dining / living area,
Shower room. bedroom with built wardrobes.

Excellent Investment
Property - Nova City Tower
14 Taipa

(Ref: 14105419)
1,340sq. ft. HKD 9.916M
Rate: HKD 7,400sq ft

Chun Fok Village, Wai Heng
Kok, High Floor Unit Taipa

(Ref: 15015431)
993s5q. ft. HKD 7.85M
Rate: HKD 7,905sq ft

This 3 bedroom, with en-suite master bedroom, is
located right in the heart of the World Heritage Site
—Taipa Houses Museum and the famous OLD TAIPA
VILLAGE. Banks, restaurants, shops, schools and
parks in the neighbourhood. Furthermore, casinos
and resorts along the Cotai Strip and future Macau
Light Rail Transit (LRT) are within walking distance.

Low Floor, Tower 14. Views of the lush interior
gardens. 2 Double Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms.
Excellent condition. All furniture included with
the sale. Well equipped kitchen. Small store
room & toilet off kitchen. Available to view
anvtime,

Office: (853) 2835 2699 Email: Info@JMLProperty.com

Unique Roof Top Apartment

Central Macau

(Ref: 14095414)

639sq. ft. HKD 5.988M

Rate: HKD 8,370ft

Renovated 5 years ago. Modern open plan
kitchen. Good size double bedroom on main
floor. Separate bathroom on main floor. Wooden
staircase to upper floor (open area: good for
bedroom, office, studio or entertainment area).
Great size private terrace. Viewings over looking
Government Offices. Rare chance to buy a view.
Viewings by appointment only.

Macau Nape Area Macau
(Ref: 14105423)

1,288sq. ft. HKD 10.8M

Rate: HKD 8,711sq ft

Fabulous apartment renovated 5 years ago.
Orginally 3 bedrooms converted to 2 double
bedrooms. En suite bathroom off master bedroom
with another separate shower rocom. Modern open
plan kitchen, with island feature and separate utility
room. Large living room with dining area which
could be converted to a 3rd single bedroom . Great
size balcony overlooking the Grand Lapa resort.

Bauhinia Court, HG Coloane
(Ref: 11120250)

1,660sq. ft. HKD 9.3M

Rate: HKD 5,602sq ft

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms apartment located at Coloane.
Bright and Spacious, good size kitchen. Quite location with
balcony. Includes Car park. Tenant agreement until mid-
year 2015, Viewing by appointment. Sale price include car
par, viewing by appointment.

Contact the property Consultants today.

Juliet Lorraine
(English Speaker)
T: (853) 6680 9804

Juliet@IMLPropertv.com

(English Speaker)
T: (853) 6610 2371
Lorraine@IMLProperty.com
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Nestle adds high-end
snacks as Chinese _
consumers opt for premium

Corinne Gretler

ESTLE SA is re-

vamping foods and

beverages in China

such as chocolate
and coffee after sales there
stagnated last year because
younger consumers are in-
creasingly opting for higher
-end and more nutritious
items.

Revenue from the greater
China region was little chan-
ged at 6.64 billion Swiss fran-
cs (USD7 billion) last year,
the Vevey, Switzerland-based
company said Thursday. De-
mand for traditional products
such as Hsu Fu Chi biscuits
and Yinlu peanut-milk be-
verages waned, according to
Nandu Nandkishore, Nestle’s
head of Asia, Oceania and
Africa.

“People born after 1980
are born in single-child hou-
seholds and have been living
a life of relative abundance,”
Nandkishore said in an in-
terview in Vevey. “They're
making choices that are much
more premium and have nu-
trition, health and wellness
arguments.”

Adapting the product por-
tfolio for those changing
tastes is crucial as the grea-
ter China region is Nestle’s
second-largest market, only
after the U.S., following the
acquisitions of Hsu Fu Chi
International Ltd. and Yinlu
Foods Group in 2011. Reve-
nue growth in Nandkishore’s
business regions slowed to 2.6
percent in 2014, less than half

BLOOMBERG

L

the pace of 2013, largely due
to China.

Asia, Oceania, Africa’s four-
th-quarter sales “marks the
worst performance we can
recall,” analysts at Exane BNP
Paribas led by Jeff Stent wrote
in a note Thursday.

Nestle Chief Executive Offi-
cer Paul Bulcke said the com-
pany is still positive on Chi-
na’s long-term prospects.

“China is definitely the land
of opportunity,” Bulcke said
at a press conference on last

a
'h a

Employees place label lids onto Maggi powdered ‘Mashed Potato’ containers at the Nestle Dongguan Ltd. factory in
Dongguan, Guangdong province

year’s results. “During this
year, I want to see the growth
momentum coming back.”

Premium coffee, ice cream
and Yinlu congee rice porri-
dge performed well last year,
as did infant nutrition, Nan-
dkishore said. Retailers had
overstocked on some pro-
ducts and Nestle spent most
of 2014 to correct that, he
added.

Nestle upgraded Hsu Fu
Chi’s chocolates’ packaging
and products, adding more

nutritious snacks. More re
-launches will come this year,
the executive said.

The company also plans to
expand in e-commerce as a
third of pet food, infant nutri-
tion and coffee are purchased
in the country via the Inter-
net, Nandkishore said.

“There are many Chinas,”
he said. “We have to continue
to cater products for the old
China while we innovate and
renovate products for the new
China.” Bloomberg

Warren Lee,
Standard Chartered
HK executive, dies in

NZ car crash

Warren Lee, head of capital markets
solutions at Standard Chartered Plc

in Hong Kong, died along with two
family members in a car crash in New
Zealand. He was 53. Lee, 52-year-old
Aesoon Lee and their daughter Julia
Lee, 20, were killed when their car
crashed near the North Island town

of Tokoroa on Tuesday, New Zealand
Police said in a statement. Warren and
Aesoon Lee were U.S. citizens. Julia Lee
was driving the car when it crashed,
police said. Her 18-year-old brother,
also an American living in Hong Kong,
remains in a critical but stable condition
in Waikato Hospital, according to the
statement. “We are deeply saddened

by the loss of Warren Lee,” Standard
Chartered said in an e-mailed statement
Friday. “We have already reached

out to his family to offer assistance

and support. The bank will provide
counseling services to staff members

as appropriate.” The family was in New
Zealand to help their daughter settle at
university in Auckland, where she was
due to begin studies after moving from
Massachusetts, police said.

Afghan official:

central bank branch
looted by its staff

An Afghan central bank official says
that around 76 million afghanis (more
than USD1 million) have been stolen by
the staff members of one of the bank’s
branches. Fazel Ahmad Azimi, the
central bank director for Afghanistan’s
southern region, said on Saturday

that at least three employees were
involved in the robbery — including

the director of the branch in the Spin
Boldak district of Kandahar province.
After checking security camera footage,
it was determined that the bank vault’s
door was opened using fake keys by the
branch manager and two other staff
members, Azimi added. The robbery was
discovered after a delegation from the
central bank went there to transfer some
of the funds. The suspected employees
are believed to have fled to neighboring
Pakistan, Azimi said.

SANDS CHINA WELCOMES THE YEAR OF THE GOAT
WITH TRADITIONAL CEREMONIES AND LION DANCES

Sands China Ltd.
Year of the Goat Friday with tradi-
tional ceremonies and rituals held
across its properties. The second
day of the Chinese New Year saw
Sands China executives gather to
participate in what has become an
annual tradition for the company.

Sands Macao, The Venetian
Macao and Sands Cotai Central
each greeted the Year of the Goat
with a worship ritual, followed by
an eye-dotting ceremony and a
traditional lion dance performance.
Sands China executives attending
the ceremonies also visited the

team member dining areas at the
three properties, distributing lucky
goat plush toys and red packets to
team members and hosting rou-
nds of lucky draws. Adding to the
festive atmosphere was a lantern
riddle challenge, a roasted pig cut-
ting ceremony and a group photo;
with MOP 130,000 worth of lucky
prizes given away.

“‘Our team members are the
most essential assets of our com-
pany, and we value their culture
and heritage greatly,” said Edward
Tracy, President and Chief Exe-
cutive Officer of Sands China Ltd.
“Chinese New Year is the most
important festival in the Chinese
calendar and we’re happy to ce-
lebrate this special occasion with
them. This is a tradition we hope to
carry on for many years to come.”

MGM CELEBRATES CHINESE NEW YEAR WITH
LION DANCE BLESSING CEREMONY

MGM Macau held a lion
dance blessing ceremony
at the hotel property today
to mark the arrival of the
Chinese New Year. The
ceremony kicked off with an
eye-dotting ritual performed
by Mr. Grant Bowie, Chief
Executive Officer and Exe-
cutive Director of MGM Chi-
na Holdings Limited with his
management team, as he

bals,

notch.

wishes Macau a promising
year ahead and all an auspi-
cious Year of the Goat.

The ceremony culminated
with a lion dance parade to
the accompaniment of cym-
drums,
and gongs. The crowd wa-
tched as the lions marched
into the hotel lobby to kick
the festive atmosphere up a

firecrackers

SJM HOSTS LUNAR NEW YEAR’S EVE

GALA DINNER

Sociedade de Jogos de Ma-
cau, S.A. hosted its traditional
Lunar New Years Eve Gala
Dinner at the Grand Lisboa on
18 February 2015 in the presen-
ce of the Chief Executive of Ma-
cau SAR Mr. Chui Sai On, Mr.
Wang Xindong, Vice-Secretary
General, Liaison Office of the
Central People’s Government in
the Macau SAR, Mr. Pan Yun-
dong, Deputy Commissioner of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the People’s Republic of China
in Macau SAR, Dr. Vitor Sere-
no, Consul-General of Portugal
in Macau & Hong Kong. Guests
were welcomed by Dr. Ambrose
So, Chairman of the Board of
Directors of SJM, Ms. Angela
Leong, Managing Director of
SJM, and Mr. Louis Ng, SUM’s

Officer.

The evening also saw a vi-
deo of Dr. Stanley Ho, whose
remarks on the Ram won great
applause from the guests.

After the dinner, a dragon
dance ceremony, officiated by
the Chief Executive Mr. Chui
Sai On and SJM directors,
was held at the Grand Lisboa
Piazza to welcome the Year of
Ram together with local resi-
dents and visitors.
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Sands China Supports Local Industries

- from Cultural and Creative to Business

Whether through providing a platform for artists or meeting with SMEs,
the company continues to promote local creativity and know-how

Sands China has long-believed that actively supporting the local community is an es-
sential component of the company's success. That support has come in many forms, in-
cluding the considerable volunteer efforts of the Sands China Care Ambassador program-
me, and donations to charitable organisations. In addition, Sands China works to promote
the work of locals — whether that means providing opportunities for the growth of Macao’s
cultural and creative industry, or exploring ways to work even closer with Macao's small-
and medium-sized enterprises.

Supporting the Local Cultural and Creative Industry

With the Year of the Goat underway, you
may well have seen some magnificent goat
sculptures at The Venetian Macao and dotted
around the city. The 38 incredible sculptures,
each one decorated by a different local artist,
were created as part of local art project Anno
Caprum'’s “Creative Creatures — Art and the
Chinese Zodiac.” Supported by the Macau
Government Tourist Office and the Civic and
Municipal Affairs Bureau, the Anno Caprum
project and exhibition is sponsored by The Ve-
netian Macao. Each one of the 1.3-meter-high
sculptures has a unique design and represents A artist puts the finishing touches on one of the 38 goat
a particular thought of the artist that has been :rt"";.t:rf:f.;‘e:'eezﬂ?:@ca;ffp":ajgﬁ:oﬁ;;:"
expressed to celebrate the Year of the Goat. Venetian Macao

The project gives an opportunity for local residents and tourists both to enjoy the crea-
tivity of Macao’s community of talented local artists and is part of Sands China’s effort to
contribute to the local cultural and creative industry and to foster exchange between local
artists. Anno Caprum is part of “Seasons of Prosperity,” a series of activities to usher in
the Year of the Goat at the expansive outdoor area of The Venetian Macao, which runs
from Feb. 6 to March 1, 2015.

Until March 1, 18 of the goat sculptures
can be seen at The Venetian Macao outdoor
area and three at Sands Macao. They will
then be at Centro Nautico da Praia Grande
and Praca do Tap Seac until March 20. The
other 17 sculptures are already scattered
around Macao at the following locations and
will remain there until March 20: Largo da
Sé, Praca da Amizade, Largo da Compa-
nhia de Jesus, Largo Camées (in front of
Templo Pak Tai), Largo Eduardo Marques
and Praca do Tap Seac.

The artists responsible for the “Creative Creatures — Art and
the Chinese Zodiac” sculptures attend the opening ceremony
of Season of Prosperity on Feb. 5, 2015

Supporting Local Business

Last month Sands China held a briefing
in conjunction with the Macao Chamber of
Commerce to continue a dialog with local
small- and medium-sized enterprises.

Almost 100 SMEs participated in the brie-
fing that was geared towards giving both
parties an opportunity to talk about their
needs and how to encourage the further es-
tablishment of mutually beneficial business
relationships.
Representatives from the SMEs and the The briefing between Sands China and local SMEs that was
company were given an opportunity to dis-
cuss the procurement process and to talk
frankly about how to bring more collaborations into reality.

company in Macao

Whether in the world of art or business, Sands China is committed to developing Macao
from the inside out and showing the world that Macao is so much more than you expect.

aimed at fostering even better relations with producers and the
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Monopoly game
keeps growing at
age 80, with help
from ‘Frozen’

Allison Prang

OW do you keep a De-

pression-era board game
like Monopoly growing after
80 years? Keep giving people a
reason to buy a new one.

That’s been the strategy of
Hasbro Inc., which has crea-
ted hundreds of versions of
the game in a bid for repeat
shoppers. Special editions of
Monopoly cover everything
from the New England Patrio-
ts to “The Walking Dead” TV
show. The best-selling varia-
tion currently on Amazon.com
is based on Walt Disney Co.’s
“Frozen.” (“Whoever collects
the most cash will thaw their
freezing heart and win.”)

Monopoly’s ceaseless rein-
vention has helped bolster de-
mand in a era when kids are
engrossed in smartphones and
tablets. Sales of the product
have climbed more than 15 per-
cent in the past three years, and
lately it’'s been outperforming
the rest of Hasbro’s board-
game business. A key driver: a
2013 token contest that let peo-
ple vote out one of Monopoly’s
game pieces and choose a new
one to take its place. After in-
tense lobbying online, the cat
replaced the iron.

“Since then, we really just
started to build on that dia-
logue with our fan base and
make sure we were listening to
them and doing things with the
game,” Jonathan Berkowitz,
vice president of gaming
marketing for Hasbro, said in
an interview at last week’s Toy
Fair in New York.

Monopoly, which celebrates
its 8oth birthday next month,
is a bright spot in Hasbro’s
sluggish games category. To-
tal sales of the products fell 4
percent last year, with clas-
sic games such as Twister
contributing to the decline,
the company said earlier this
month. That compares with
20 percent growth for its Boys
category, a group that includes
Nerf and Transformers.

Monopoly appeals more to
collectors than some other ga-
mes, in part because of the va-
riety. Take Lauren Showers, a
Monopoly fan in Mount Plea-
sant, Michigan. The middle
school teacher has six different
types of the game.

“T just get a kick out of it,” the
23-year-old said.

Even so, the board-game
business has seen “increasing
volatility” over the past deca-
de, said Sean McGowan, a toy-
industry analyst at Needham
& Co. in New York. Mobile
devices are demanding more
attention, and many families
don’t have time for a game that
can last hours.

Hasbro has developed Mo-
nopoly computer versions and
mobile apps, but it also relies
on technology to gauge what
to do with its board games.
Berkowitz’s team uses social-
media accounts and quanti-
tative studies to get feedback,
as well as a “fun lab” where
they test games on children, he
said.

“We have a lot of kind of face-
to-face testing and seeing how
kids and families react to thin-
gs,” Berkowitz said.

A new version called Mono-
poly Here and Now will repla-
ce Boardwalk and other pro-
perties with cities chosen by a
BuzzFeed poll. The final list will
be announced on March 19,
Monopoly’s official birthday.

Even as Hasbro works harder
to keep Monopoly fresh, it re-
tains the allegiance of die-hard
fans. That includes Dan Fer-
nandez, a 63-year-old collector
in Dove Creek, Colorado.

Every morning, he wakes up,
gets his wife off to work, feeds
his pets and goes straight to his
computer. There, with a cup of
black coffee, Fernandez scours
EBay for Monopoly memora-
bilia. Though his collection is
focused on older versions of
the product, Fernandez thinks
the game is still relevant today.

“It’s just a part of American
culture,” he said. Bloomberg
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Angola negotiates
fishing project in Italy

continental fisheries

and communal aqua-

culture project was the

ubject of a meeting

last week in Rome, between a

delegation from Angola and re-

presentatives of the Internatio-

nal Fund for Agricultural Deve-

lopment (IFAD), Angolan news
agency Angop reported.

Angola’s Secretary of State
for Fisheries, Antonia Ne-
lumba, is leading the dele-
gation, which will negotiate
forms of financing the USD11
million of the project’s bud-
get with IFAD.

The program will be im-
plemented in the provinces
of Bengo, where the project
will be coordinated, Kwanza
Norte and Malanje.

The project, which aims to
introduce inland fishing and
aquaculture into the commu-
nal food supply chain, will be
focused on three areas, na-
mely infrastructure, training
and cooperatives.

Meanwhile, Angola and

AP PHOTO

Russia will increase coopera-
tion in the fields of fisheries,

particularly aquaculture,
and education (management
training), by signing two new
cooperation agreements.
Before leaving for Moscow,
the minister of Geology and

Mining, Francisco Queiroz,
said the two agreements
would be signed at the third
annual meeting of the Inter-
governmental Bilateral Joint
Commission, which this year
takes place in the Russian
capital. MDT/Macauhub

EU supports 16 development
projects in Guinea-Bissau

E European Union (EU)
has allocated 7 million euros
to 16 projects in Guinea-Bissau
within the framework of “Euro-
pean aid” to support cooperation
and development, the EU delega-
tion in the country said in Bissau.
The statement said the finan-
ced activities cover areas such as
health, infrastructure, education,
employment, gender equality and
resource management, among
others, in different regions.

The average duration of each
project is 34 months and the
European Union responsible for
average co-financing of eligible
costs in the order of 80 percent.

The biggest agreement was

Bissau, capital city of Guinea-Bissau

signed with AIDA, a Spanish
non-governmental organization
(http://www.ong-aida.org) that
will receive 700,000 euros for
the project for “Improvement
of access to health services for
vulnerable groups in the autono-
mous sector of Bissau.”

Most of the support was gran-
ted as part of a call for proposals
published in May 2014, with
three projects that received 1.5
million euros without meeting
requirements.

The “European Aid” initia-
tive is part of the European
Commission’s foreign rela-
tions and its development po-
licies. MDT/Macauhub
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Languages

Services

ACCURATE, TIMELY & COMPETITIVE
TRANSLATIONS

ENGLISH, CHINESE, PORTUGUESE,
JAPANESE, KOREAN, SPANISH,
FRENCH, ARABIC, RUSSIAN

TRANSLATIONS, PROOFREADING,
COPYWRITING, DATA INPUT,
NEWS MONITORING

We translate +10,000 words a day

Contact: Ms Juliana Cheang
Email: juliana@ktranz.com.mo

Tel: +853 2871 6081 / 2 Fax: +853 2871 6084
Address: Av. Infante D. Henrique, 62 2/F, Macau
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General Surgery : Dr. Edward C.S. Lai, Dr. Peter W.K. Lau,
Dr. Nie Fu Zhong, Dr. U Chong San,
Dr. Lei Chin Chong

Breast Surgery : Dr. Leong lat Lun

Urology : Dr. Richard K. Lo, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiao

Paediatric Surgery : Dr. C.K. Yeung

Dr. Leung Ping, Dr. Melody Z.Q. Zhang
Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery : Dr. Marina U Lin

We bring high quality of
medical service to Macau
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Paediatrics :

Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine :
Cardiology : Dr. Jin Chun, Dr. Adam M.K. Leong,
Dr. Edmundo Patricio Lopes Lao

Gastroentero-Hepatology : Dr. Zhan De Juan

General Medicine :

Anaesthesiology : Dr. Eric Siu Kei Ning, Dr. Ana Wai Han Chan
Joey Lai U Chan

Dietitian :
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Dr. Ng Kam Hong

Dr. Lam Kun Kuan
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Toy sheep are displayed for sale for Lunar New Year decorations in Beijing

Happy New Year:
Astrological signs bad
for the Sheep Year

Louise Watt, Beijing

HINESE were seeing in
the Year of the Sheep on
Thursday, but with fortune-
tellers predicting accidents
and an unstable economy and
some parents-to-be fretting
over the year’s reputation for
docile kids, it wasn’t exactly
warming everyone’s heart.
This animal sign, which co-
mes once every dozen years,
can be said to have an iden-
tity crisis. Known variably as
the Year of the Goat, Sheep
or Ram, the sign’s confusion
stems from its Chinese cha-
racter, “yang,” which broadly
describes any of the rumina-
ting mammals, with or wi-
thout horns.
Many Chinese prefer to
translate it as the “Year of
the Sheep” because sheep are

more cute and cuddly, and lar-
ge sheep figures have appea-
red around the capital’s sho-
pping areas in recent weeks.

The goat, however, is more
likely to be the original mea-
ning because it was a popular
farm animal among Han Chi-
nese who started the zodiac
tradition, Huang Yang, a re-
searcher on the roles of sheep
and goats in Chinese culture,
was quoted by the official Xi-
nhua News agency as saying.

Still, Xinhua is going with
“Year of the Sheep” in its En-
glish-language reports rather
than “Year of the Goat.”

The United States also
appears to be opting for the
fluffier, more gentle animal
sign, at least in the U.N. Se-
curity Council. A U.S. diplo-
mat at a council meeting ear-
lier this month wished China,

this month’s council presi-
dent, a happy “Year of the
Sheep.”

During the seven-day holi-
day that started Wednesday,
the world’s second-biggest
economy largely shuts down.

Many mainland Chinese
tuned into the annual New
Year’s Eve TV gala Wednesday
evening, and this year’s mas-
cot managed to achieve the
problem-solving feat of not
being clearly a sheep or a goat.

The previous year, the Year
of the Horse, is generally con-
sidered to be an auspicious
time — never mind that Asian
airlines had a string of high
-profile disasters.

Astrologists interviewed said
this year would bring a vola-
tile economy, more transport
accidents and windy natu-
ral disasters such as torna-

does in the United States and
typhoons to Southeast Asia.

For China, which doesn’t
get tornadoes, that means air
pollution, “coming in with dir-
ty air currents and affecting
everyone’s lives,” said Shanghai
-based astrologer Dong Jialing.

“In around June, when it’s
getting hot in China, the Wes-
tern economy will fluctuate
quite a lot and will be very
unstable,” Dong predicted.
But August or September will
mark the start of a very stable
economic period.

Feng shui master Clement
Chan, who appeared on “Ame-
rica’s Next Top Model” as a
guest judge in an episode fil-
med in Macau, said he sees a
lot of fire this year, and “fire
means accidents.” He anti-
cipates plane crashes in the
first half, but not as many as
in 2014. He also sees a lot of
road accidents.

On the positive side, he sees
female managers and com-
pany leaders doing well this
year. “I think you’ll see a lot of
female world leaders — they’ll
achieve something great, ac-
tually,” Chan said.

A Hong Kong brokerage
that publishes a tongue-in-
cheek annual feng shui report,
“more for your pleasure than

profit,” said the Chinese terri-
tory’s Hang Seng stock index
is likely to see some volatility
as its rooster character clashes
with this year’s sign.

The CLSA brokerage war-
ns that people will be easily
annoyed and difficult to deal
with, so it’s “a good year to be
on guard and not get fleeced.”

The brokerage also specula-
tes on the fortunes of celebri-
ties. Jackie Chan’s actor son
Jaycee, released Friday after
serving a six-month senten-
ce on drug-related charges,
has the zodiac sign of a dog
and will benefit from slowing
down and learning more about
himself, it said.

4 Astrologists
interviewed
said this year
would bring

a volatile
economy,
more transport
accidents and
windy natural
disasters

People born in the yang year,
including Steve Jobs, Bill Ga-
tes and Zhang Ziyi, traditio-
nally are believed to be filial,
kind-hearted and artistic,
while also timid, obstinate
and consummate worriers.

The Chinese character “yang”
is present in other characters
with positive meanings, such
as “beautiful,” “auspicious”
and “goodness.” Still, some
superstitious Chinese find the
year inauspicious and believe
that sheep babies will be unha-
ppy and more likely followers
than leaders. Some parents
say they’ll avoid having a child
this year.

Dr. Meika Chin, a midwife at
Shanghai United Family Hospi-
tal, estimated births in the co-
ming year would be 20 percent
below the average, with many
couples saying “they’re going to
skip the Year of Sheep and have
the baby the year after.”

It was possible to induce bir-
ths early to avoid the sheep
year, Chin said. “We always
say it’s the end of the horse
year, rush hour, you know,
they want to get in.”

One woman attending a pre-
natal class, and due in late Fe-
bruary, said she doesn’t pay
much attention to the zodiac.

“Lots of people think sheep
babies’ lives will be very tiring
and they have to work hard,
so lots of people try to avoid
having sheep babies,” said the
mother-to-be, who would only
give her surname, Li.

“But that means my baby
won’t have as much competi-
tion, which is great.” AP
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Beijing pro

tests to

India over Modi’s
visit to disputed area

HINA summoned
India’s ambassador
over Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vi-
sit to a disputed border re-
gion in the Himalayas, a long-
festering irritant in relations
between the Asian giants.

Modi on Friday visited the
northeastern Indian state
of Arunachal Pradesh, an
immense territory of nearly
84,000 square kilometers
that China claims as part of
its Tibet region.

Modi marked the 28th
anniversary of Arunachal
Pradesh being declared a
state, opened a train line and
called for hydropower pro-
jects to spur regional growth.

The Chinese Foreign Mi-
nistry said late Saturday that
Vice Foreign Minister Liu
Zhenmin had called in Indian
Ambassador Ashok Kantha
to express “strong dissatis-
faction and firm opposition”
to the visit, saying it under-
mined China’s territorial so-
vereignty.

Liu said China places impor-
tance on developing relations
with India. It called for New
Delhi not to take any action
that may complicate the issue
and stick to resolving it throu-
gh bilateral negotiations.

China and India fought a
brief but bloody frontier war
in 1962. They agreed to a line
of actual control in 1996 and
began talks on settling the
dispute. While analysts see
little danger of a conven-
tional war over the border,
frequent skirmishes make it
difficult to achieve a lasting
resolution. AP

AP PHOTO

Indian Prime Minister Narendra'Modi ina tradit.ional attire of the northeastern
Indian state of Arunachal Pradesh

T

Nursing home worker kills 3,
injures 15 with brick

A- nursing home worker in central China
ccused of killing three elderly residents
with a brick and injuring 15 other people had
argued with his boss over unpaid wages, ac-
cording to alocal government and state media.
Luo Renchu, 64, attacked elderly residents
and staff at the privately run home in Hunan
province at around 2 a.m. Thursday, the first
day of the Chinese New Year, the Shuang-
feng county government said in a statement.
Luo fled and police said they apprehended
him on a mountain on Saturday afternoon.
The official Xinhua News Agency, citing
police, reported Saturday that the attack
happened shortly after Luo argued with the

nursing home’s owner over unpaid wages of
40,000 yuan (USD6,500). Luo and his wife,
who also works at the Aixin Nursing Home,
had been promised 10,000 yuan before the
new year, but owner Fang Hongchun gave
them only 6,000 yuan, Xinhua said.

Xinhua said the 15 injured were residents
and included Fang’s mother and brother.
Most suffered head injuries and six were in
life-threatening condition.

The home has more than 9o residents
mostly in their 70s and 80s. About 70 of
them were at their families’ homes for the
Lunar New Year holiday during the attack,
according to Xinhua. AP

HONG KONG

Woolly mammoths
invading the city

Bruce Einhorn

N the Sheung Wan district of

Hong Kong, just across the
street from a popular depart-
ment store, Ming Hing Arts has
a newly opened shop selling
chopsticks, bracelets, Buddha
statues, and other carvings made
from ivory. Ming Hing offers so-
mething for every pocketbook: A
carving of the Monkey King from
the classic novel Journey to the
West will set you back HK$2.88
million (USD371,000), but you
can buy a toothpick for HK$38.

Some of the ivory comes from
elephants. You say you’re wor-
ried about the dwindling popu-
lation of the African herds? Not
a problem: Ming Hing also offers
items carved from the ivory of
extinct woolly mammoths reco-
vered from the Arctic tundra. In
the shop window is a 3-foot-long
mammoth tusk, yours for just
HK$1.88 million.

As climate change melts the
permafrost in the north, more
mammoth tusks are available
for Hong Kong’s ivory dealers.
China imported an average of
less than 9 tons of mammoth
ivory a year from Hong Kong in
the early 2000s, but from 2007
to 2013 average annual imports
increased to 31 tons. The value of
mammoth ivory imports to Hong
Kong averaged HK$1 million per
ton in 2010. By last year it had
gone to HK$2.2 million.

HK$2.2m

The growing popularity of
mammoth tusks once offered the
promise of guilt-free consump-
tion of ivory. A global ban on the
international trade of elephant
ivory took effect 25 years ago,
although merchants could con-
tinue selling from their existing
stockpiles. To an untrained eye,
there’s little difference between
trinkets carved from elephant
ivory and mammoth ivory. But
activists worry that some mer-
chants selling mammoth ivory
are also disguising illegal sales of
ivory taken from elephants kil-
led in Africa by poachers. Some
retailers “say theyre selling
mammoth ivory, but they’re not;
they're really selling elephant
ivory,” says Frank Pope, chief
operations officer of Save the
Elephants, a British charity with
operations in Kenya. Ming Hing
Arts declined to comment. The
boutique is fully licensed to deal
in elephant ivory.

Hong Kong, long a center of
the global ivory trade, had 111.3
tons of elephant ivory licensed
for commercial use in 2014, the
latest figure available from the
government’s Agriculture, Fishe-
ries and Conservation Depart-
ment. That’s down from 121.1
tons in 2010. Elizabeth Quat, a
member of the Hong Kong legis-
lature, says the city remains an
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Yao Ming at the David Sheldrick Wildlife
Trust elephant orphanage in Kenya

“illegal trading hub” for elephant
ivory sold by poachers. She wan-
ts a temporary ban on all sales of
African ivory to give the gover-
nment time to come up with a
more effective way to police the
trade. On Feb. 10, Quat held a
press conference to call for a ban
in China, too.

The growing presence of mam-
moth ivory makes the market
even murkier, says Alex Ho-
fford, campaign manager in
Hong Kong for the anti-poaching
group WildAid, which has recrui-
ted retired NBA star Yao Ming as
one of its celebrity ambassadors
on the mainland. Anyone pur-
chasing elephant ivory in Hong
Kong isn’t allowed to take it
across the border to China, but
Hofford says mainland tourists
will often buy ivory chopsticks
as souvenirs. “The chopsticks
are never made out of mammo-
th ivory,” Hofford says. “They’re
always from elephants.” He says
some dealers will issue certifica-
tes falsely identifying the source
of the ivory as mammoths. That’s
aplausible ploy because there are
a lot of mammoth ivory objects
for sale in Hong Kong shops.

About 90 percent of local re-
tailers selling ivory don’t have
licenses to sell ivory on display,
as required by the government,
Quat says, so it’s hard to know
if their inventory is legitimate
ivory from the pre-1990 supply
or smuggled ivory from freshly
killed elephants. “We really don’t
know if what they are selling is
legal,” says Quat.

He also says the government
needs to work harder to get the
message out to tourists that the-
re’s a downside to buying ivory
bric-a-brac for the relatives back
home. “We have to educate peo-
ple not to buy ivory at all,” she
says. “If there’s no demand, the-
re would be no killing.” Bloomberg
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BANGLADESH

Ferry with 140 passengers

sinks; at least 48 dead

Julhas Alam, Dhaka

A{iver ferry carrying about
40 passengers capsized in
central Bangladesh yesterday,
killing at least 48 people, offi-
cials said. A rescue operation
was underway, but it was not
clear exactly how many people
were missing,.

The ferry was reportedly hit
by a cargo vessel at the Dau-
latdia-Paturia crossing on the
Padma River yesterday after-
noon, said fire department of-
ficial Shahzadi Begum. Rescue
teams were deployed and pas-
sing boats were helping in the
operation, he said.

The site is 40 kilometers
northwest of Dhaka, Bangla-
desh’s capital. Ferry accidents
are common in Bangladesh,
an impoverished South Asian
nation that is crisscrossed by
more than 130 rivers.

The ferry was submerged
at a depth of up to 6 meters,
said Inspector Zihad Mia,
who is overseeing the rescue

SINGAPORE

AP PHOTO

City’s founder hospitalized

with pneumonia

EE Kuan Yew, Singa-
ore’s founding father,
has been hospitalized for
severe pneumonia, the Pri-
me Minister’s Office said.
Lee, 91, was admitted
to Singapore General Hos-
pital on Feb. 5, the office
said in a statement Satur-
day. His condition has sta-
bilized and he remains on
mechanical ventilation in
intensive care, the state-
ment said.

AP PHOTO
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Singapore’s first Prime;Minister Lee Kuan Yew

It said Lee was conscious
and lightly sedated, and
that doctors were conti-
nuing to monitor his con-
dition.

Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong, the son of Lee Kuan
Yew, said in a Facebook
posting that he visited his
father on Saturday to wish
him a speedy recovery.

“Visited my father in hos-
pital this morning. Did not
see him on the first day of
the New Year, on the advi-
ce of doctors (both his and
mine). So we wished him
Happy New Year today,
and a smooth recovery,”
he said, adding it was the
first time in a long while

that the family had missed
reunion dinner for the Chi-
nese New Year.

A founding member of the
ruling People’s Action Par-
ty, which transformed Sin-
gapore from a slow port city
to a wealthy, bustling me-
tropolis, Lee became prime
minister in 1959 and held
power for 31 years.

He continued to work for
the government, first as
“senior minister,” a non
-executive advisory post
created for him, and from
2004 until 2011 as “minis-
ter mentor.”

The PAP suffered its
worst election results in
2011 as it struggled to stem

rising discontent over the
high cost of living, an in-
flux of foreign laborers and
rising income inequality.

Under Lee and his succes-
sors, Singapore — known
for its ban on chewing gum
sales and canings for cri-
mes some countries would
rule as minor — has strictly
controlled public speech
and assembly though has
become socially more li-
beral and allowed greater
artistic freedom in recent
years.

Lee commands immense
respect among Singapo-
reans, who this year will
celebrate the 5o0th inde-
pendence anniversary. AP

INDIA

operation.

By yesterday evening, at least 48
bodies, including five children,
had been recovered, Mia said.

He said officials had yet to de-
termine how many passengers
were missing. Ferries in Ban-
gladesh usually do not main-
tain formal passenger lists.

“We don’t have a clear picture
about how many were exactly
in the ferry when it sank,” Mia
said. “But I think many have
survived.”

A passenger who survived said
many people got trapped inside
when the ferry sank. “The pas-
sengers who were on the deck
have survived, but many who
were inside got trapped,” Ha-
fizar Rahman Sheikh was quo-
ted as saying by the Prothom
Alo newspaper.

Sheikh said the cargo vessel
hit the middle of the ferry.

The Padma is one of the lar-
gest rivers in Bangladesh, whe-
re overcrowding and poor safe-
ty standards are often blamed
for ferry disasters.

Last August, a ferry with a
capacity of 85 passengers was
found to be carrying more than
200 when it capsized on the
Padma near Dhaka, leaving
more than 100 people dead or
missing. The ferry’s owner was
arrested after weeks in hiding
on charges of culpable homici-
de, unauthorized operation and
overloading. AP

Head of UN climate
panel skips meeting
amid harassment case

Katy Daigle, New Delhi

HE Indian leader of the U.N.’s

expert panel on climate change
has pulled out of a key meeting in
Nairobi while pledging to cooperate
with New Delhi police investigating
allegations of sexual harassment.

The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change said its chairman,
R.K. Pachauri, would skip next
week’s plenary session in the Kenyan
capital “because of issues demanding
his attention in India.”

While the organization refused to
elaborate, Pachauri is being investi-
gated after a 29-year-old woman ac-
cused him of sexually harassing her
while they worked together at the
New Delhi lobbying and research or-
ganization he heads, The Energy Re-
sources Institute.

The 75-year-old Pachauri said he
was “committed to provide all assis-
tance and cooperation to the authori-
ties in their ongoing investigations,”
according to a statement issued Sa-
turday night.

News reports said New Delhi police
also plan to question a second woman
who made public allegations against
Pachauri on Saturday but provided no

evidence and filed no police complaint.

Delhi police spokesman Rajan
Bhagat had no comment yesterday,
beyond saying “the investigation is in
progress.”

The case erupted over the past week
after a court lifted a media gag order
Thursday and allowed Pachauri to
apply for anticipatory bail. Newspa-
pers have since run full-page stories
detailing alleged text-message ex-
changes between the IPCC chief and
the woman.

In the past couple of years, In-
dia has seen a wave of public anger
and protest over this socially con-
servative nation’s chronic problem
with sexual harassment and violence
against women. While new laws have
increased prison terms for rape and
made stalking, voyeurism and sexual
harassment a crime, new reports of
abuse are featured by newspapers al-
most every day.

The IPCC said Saturday that one of
its vice-chairs would lead the Nairobi
meeting, which begins Tuesday. Pa-
chauri has chaired the climate panel
since 2002, accepting the 2007 Nobel
Peace Prize on its behalf. He has said
he will not run for a third term after
October. AP
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MALDIVES

Authorities arrest ex-president
for his move against judge

ALDIVES authorities ar-

rested former President

and current opposition

leader Mohamed Nasheed
yesterday, ordering him to stand trial
for his 2012 decision to arrest a senior
judge.

Nasheed’s supporters protested in the
streets of the capital, Male, following the
arrest in a sign that the Indian Ocean ar-
chipelago nation, in just its seventh year
of multiparty democracy following 30
years of autocratic rule, could be plun-
ging into political uncertainty.

A document signed by a senior criminal
court judge seen by The Associated Press
said Nasheed was being charged under
anti-terrorism laws. Television stations
in the country aired scenes of the arrest.

Nasheed resigned as president in Fe-
bruary 2012 following weeks of public
protests against his order to arrest Cri-
minal Court Chief Judge Abdulla Moha-
med. In 2013, he lost the presidential
election to current President Yameen
Abdul Gayyoom, a half-brother of the
country’s 30-year autocratic ruler, Mau-
moon Abdul Gayyoom.

AP PHOTO

: —
Former Maldives President Mohamed Nasheed

The arrest comes weeks after a key
ally of Yameen Abdul Gayyoom, whose
support helped him win the presiden-
cy, defected from the ruling coalition to
align with Nasheed’s Maldivian Demo-
cratic Party to launch a series of protests
to force Gayyoom to resign.

They accuse Gayyoom’s administration
of repeatedly violating the constitution.

Government minister Mohamed Sha-
reef said Nasheed was arrested because
the court felt he may not honor a sum-
mons to stand trial.

Shareef said the anti-terrorism laws co-
ver not only acts or planned acts of vio-
lence, but a wide range of “acts against
the state.”

Nasheed is accused of using the mili-
tary to arrest the senior judge when it
had no authority to do so, Shareef said.
He also is accused of detaining Moha-
med for weeks without trial or legal cou-
nsel and ignoring a Supreme Court or-
der to release him, he said.

Maldivian Democratic Party spokes-
man Hamid Abdul Gaffoor said in a
statement that “Nasheed had never abs-
conded from court, nor has taken the
opportunity to flee or go into hiding,”
and called on the authorities to release
him immediately.

Nasheed was a pro-democracy campaig-
ner during Maumoon Abdul Gayyoom’s
1978-2008 rule, and was arrested a num-
ber of times for his activism. He defeated
Gayyoom in the country’s first multiparty
election in 2008. AP

AFGHANISTAN
Dialogue with
Taliban could
begin in March

FTER more than a decade of war-

are, negotiations between the Af-
ghan government and the Taliban are
set to begin, officials, diplomats and
experts said as President Ashraf Ghani
declared that peace is closer now than at
any time since the war began following
the September 11, 2001 attacks on the
United States. On Saturday, Ghani said
that “the grounds for peace have ne-
ver been better in the last 36 years” of
continuous Afghan wars, including 13
years of conflict with the Taliban. Since
taking office in September, Ghani has
rolled out a complex strategy aimed at
forcing the Taliban leadership to accept
that their cause — replacing his gover-
nment with an Islamist emirate — is
hopeless. He has enlisted the support of
regional countries believed to protect,
fund and arm the Taliban, including
Pakistan which is pressuring the insur-
gents to open a channel for peace ne-
gotiations, officials and diplomats said.
A senior Afghan official, who spoke on
condition he not be identified as he was
not authorized to discuss the issue, said
hopes are high that a dialogue, as a pre-
cursor to full-scale peace negotiations,
will begin soon. AP
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Suzan Fraser, Ankara

URKISH soldiers lau-

nched an overnight

raid into neighboring

Syria, evacuating do-
zens of besieged troops guar-
ding an Ottoman tomb and mo-
ving the crypt yesterday back
to Turkey after ceremonially
planting the country’s crescen-
t-and-star flag.

In a one-line report on the in-
cident, Syria’s state news agen-
cy denounced what it called a
“blatant aggression” by Turkey.

The mission, saving Turkish
soldiers reportedly stuck for
months at the tomb of the
grandfather of the founder of
the Ottoman Empire, saw hun-
dreds of troops backed by tanks
cross the border near the bor-
der town of Kobani once besie-
ged by the Islamic State group.

Turkey was widely criticized
for not intervening for months
in the Kobani battle, which fi-
nally saw Kurdish fighters ba-
cked by U.S.-led airstrikes push
out the extremists.

“We had given the Turkish ar-
med forces a directive to protect
our spiritual values and the safety
of our armed forces personnel,”
Prime Minister Ahmet Davuto-
glu said in televised remarks.

Nearly 600 Turkish soldiers
on some 100 tanks and armored
personnel carriers crossed into
Syria on Saturday night, as dro-
nes and airplanes flew recon-
naissance missions overhead,
Davutoglu said yesterday.

One group traveled to the
tomb, some 35 kilometers
from Turkey on the banks of
the Euphrates River in Syria’s
embattled Aleppo province,
Davutoglu said. Another group
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TURKEY

Military enters Syria to
evacuate troops, tomb

seized an area only 200 me-
ters from the Turkish border
in Syria’s Ashma region, accor-
ding to a statement from Pre-
sident Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s
office.

One soldier was killed in an

L Sl
. _—

In this Aprii 1, 20-1: 1 file phot, ukish soldiers stand guard at the etrnce of th él site
of Osman I, founder of the Ottoman Empire, in Karakozak village, northeast of Aleppo

“accident” during the opera-
tion, Turkey’s military said, wi-
thout elaborating.

Turkish media later showed
nationalistic images of three
Turkish soldiers raising the
country’s flag at the new site.

— o Bt

of Suleyman Shah, grandfathe!

-

“Before the Turkish flag was
lowered at (the tomb), the
Turkish flag started to be waved
at another location in Syria,”
Davutoglu said. He said troops
destroyed the complex once
housing the tomb.
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The U.S.-led coalition forces
were informed of the Turkish
operation after its launch to
prevent any casualties, Davu-
toglu said. U.S. officials offered
no immediate comment.

There had been rumors for
months that the soldiers sta-
tioned at the tomb had been
besieged by militants from the
Islamic State group, which hold
a third of Syria and neighboring
Iraq in their self-declared cali-
phate. Some 40 Turkish soldiers
once guarded the tomb, making
them a target for the Islamic
State group and other militants
in Syria’s long-running civil war,
though the overnight operation
apparently saw no fighting.

The tomb belonged to Su-
leyman Shah, the grandfather
of Osman I, founder of the Ot-
toman Empire. The site along
the Euphrates River is revered
by Turkey, a strongly nationa-
list country whose rights there
stem from a 1921 treaty with
France, then the colonial power
in Syria. The Ottoman Empire
collapsed in the early 20th cen-
tury after World War 1.

In the 1970s, Turkey moved
the mausoleum to its last lo-
cation because the old site at
a castle further south in Syria
was to be inundated by the wa-
ters of a new dam.

Shah, a Turkic leader, is be-
lieved to have drowned in the
Euphrates in the 13th century.
His followers headed north into
what is today Turkey, where
they launched the Ottoman
Empire. Some historians ques-
tion official accounts about the
Shah’s tomb, saying they might
have been retrospectively con-
cocted to enrich an imperial
identity for Turks. AP

Blast hits march in Kharkiv, killing 2, injuring 8

Jim Heintz, Kiev

O people were kil-
led and about eight
others injured in a bomb
explosion at a march yes-
terday in Ukraine’s se-
cond-largest city that was
commemorating the first
anniversary of the ous-
ter of president Viktor
Yanukovych, the country’s
interior ministry said.

The Interior Ministry
said the blast was due to
an “unknown explosive
device” and was being
considered a terrorist act.

The violence comes
as Ukraine continues to
be riven by tension and
bloodshed stemming from
Yanukovych’s fall a year
ago. The Ukrainian par-
liament voted Feb. 22,
2014 to remove the Rus-
sia-friendly president,
following months of in-
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Russia-backed rebels guard a bus carrying Ukrainian prisoners of

war in Luhansk

creasingly violent protests
in the capital, Kiev.

The Crimean peninsula,
where residents largely
regarded his downfall as
a coup, was annexed by
Russia a month later.

Then armed rebels oppo-
sed to the new authorities
in Kiev took over large

parts of two regions bor-
dering Russia, setting off
a war that has killed more
than 5,600 people.

A peace plan envisioning
a cease-fire and pullback of
heavy weapons was signed
10 days ago, but cease-fire
violations continue.

Ukraine plans to begin

pulling back heavy wea-
ponry from the front lines
yesterday in accordan-
ce with the peace plan,
a military spokesman
said. Ukrainian military
spokesman Col. Andriy
Lysenko told a briefing
that the withdrawal was
to begin, but did not give
further details.

Rebel spokesman Eduard
Basurin said the pullback
from both sides was to take
place between yesterday
and March 7, but he did
not specify whether rebels
had made any moves yet.
There was no immediate
confirmation that the wi-
thdrawal had begun.

Both sides are to pull back
their big guns and rockets
from 25 to 70 kilometers
away from the conflict line
- depending on the wea-
pons’ size - creating a buf-
fer zone of between 50 and

140 kilometers.

The buffer zone was a
main element of a peace
agreement worked out in
marathon negotiations 10
days ago in Minsk, Bela-
rus. It also calls for a full
exchange of war captives.
Late Saturday, 139 Ukrai-
nian soldiers and 52 re-
bels were exchanged; it re-
mains unclear how many
prisoners in total are on
each side and when other
swaps might take place.

The cease-fire that was
the first element of the
Minsk plan was called into
effect last Sunday.

Ukraine said Russia-ba-
cked separatists violated
the cease-fire a dozen
times during the night
with artillery and rocket
attacks and an attempt to
storm a Ukrainian encam-
pment. Lysenko said one
serviceman was killed and

three wounded over the
past day.

Explosions were heard
in the main rebel-held
city Donetsk around dawn
yesterday and a rebel web-
site says several buildings
in the city were damaged
by artillery.

Despite the reported vio-
lations, the level of firing
appeared to be far lower
than a week ago when a
cease-fire was called.

Among the attacks re-
ported by the Ukrainian
military was an attempt
to storm positions in the
village of Shyrokyne near
the port city of Mariupol.
That city remains of stra-
tegic concern to Ukrai-
ne because rebel seizure
of it could help establish
a land corridor between
mainland Russia and the
Russia-annexed Crimean
peninsula. AP
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what’s ON

“BevonD THE SURFACE, Mio PANG FEI

FEATURED ART EXHIBITION” (MACAU)

TIME: 12pm-8pm (Tuesdays to Sundays)
3pm-8pm (Mondays)

UNTIL: March 1, 2015

VENUE: Albergue SCM - Gallery A2, Calgada da

Igreja de S&o Lazaro No.8, Macau

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2852 2550 / 2852 3205

TRANSCEND

— Works BY Lal Sio KiT AND SyLvivE LE

TIME: 12pm-7pm

(Closed on Sundays and public holidays)

UNTIL: March 7, 2015

VENUE: Estrada da Areia Preta No. 52, Edificio da
Fabrica de Baterias N.E. National, 3rd Floor, Macau
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2836 6064

IMPRESSION OF MACAU

— O PaNTINGS BY ZHEN GUO

TIME: 10am-7pm

(Mondays to Fridays, closed on the public holidays)
3pm-8pm (Saturdays)

UNTIL: March 3, 2015

VENUE: Rui Cunha Foundation Gallery,

Avenida da Praia Grande, n° 749, r/c

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2892 3288

Macau SciENCE CENTRE

TIME: 10am-6pm (Closed on Thursdays)
ADDRESS: Avenida Dr. Sun Yat-Sen
ADMISSION: Exhibition Centre: MOP25
Planetarium (Dome/Sky Shows): MOP50
Planetarium (3D Dome/3D Sky Shows): MOP65
ENQUIRIES: (853) 2888 0822

“SEE AND ToucH”

- TOUCHABLE ARTS EXHIBITION

TIME: 12pm-7pm (Closed on public holidays)
UNTIL: March 31, 2015

VENUE: Artistry of Wind Box Community
Development Association / Rua Tomas Vieira 3A
R/C

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 6685 9215

Ruby GIULIANI BACKS OFF ASSERTION
THAT OBAMA DOESN’T LOVE AMERICA

It may be as close as Rudy
Giuliani will come to a retraction.
The former New York City Mayor
called into Bloomberg Politics’
With All Due Respect on Thur-
sday to try and walk back com-
ments he made a day earlier at
New York’s 21 Club where he
stated, ““l do not believe, and |
know this is a horrible thing to
say, but | do not believe that the
president loves America.”

When pressed over whether
he stood by his remarks about Obama’s love of the country,
Giuliani softened his tone.

“Well actually, if | could express it more clearly, what | mean
is he doesn’t express it,” Giuliani said. “l shouldn’t say that the
president does or does not love anything. | don’t know, I'm
not a psychiatrist, and he doesn’t have one and he doesn’t
need one.”

Yet Giuliani also wavered, noting that he’s made the same
accusation several times over the last several years, and ar-
guing that Obama’s past comments reveal someone who has
trouble expressing love for America, stating, “that’s the im-
pression | get from what he says, yes.” He added that Obama
“seeks to criticize [America], more than uplift it, and doesn’t
get the notion of American exceptionalism.” Bloomberg

The former New York City
Mayor Rudy Giuliani

13:00 TDM News (Repeated)

13:30 News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast

14:30 RTPiLive

17:35  Brazil Avenue (Repeat)

18:30  Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)
19:30 Soap Opera

20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:00 TDM Sports

22:10  Brazil Avenue

23:00 TDM News

23:30 Champions League Magazine

00:00 Portuguese Music
00:45 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
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CINETEATRO
18 FeB - 25 FeB

STAND BY ME DORAEMON _
Room 1

2.00, 5.40 pm

Language: Cantonese (Chinese)
Duration: 95min

TRIUMPH IN THE SKIES _

Room 1

7.30 pm

Language: Cantonese (English and Chinese)
Duration: 127min

KINGSMAN: THE SECRET SERVICE _

ROOM 2

2.30, 7.15, 11.30 pm

Director: Matthew Vaughn

Starring: Colin Firth, Michael Caine, Samuel L. Jackson
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 127min

PENGUINS OF MADAGASCAR_
ROOM 2

4.45 pm

Language: Cantonese (Chinese)
Duration: 127min

STAND BY ME DORAEMON _
ROOM 2

7.15 pm

Language: Cantonese (Chinese)
Duration: 95min

FROM VEGAS TO MACAU 2_

ROOM3

3.45, 7.30, 9.30 pm

Language: Cantonese (English and Chinese)
Duration: 90min

PENGUINS OF MADAGASCAR_
ROOM 3

2.00, 5.45 pm

Language: Cantonese (Chinese)
Duration: 127min

MACAU TOWER
19 FeB - 04 Mar

12 GOLDEN DUCKS_

2.30, 4.30, 7.00, 9.30 pm

Director: Matt Chow

Starring: Eason Chan, Louis Koo, Sandra Kwan Yue Ng
Language: Chinese (Chinese)

Duration: 92min

ufthansa.
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1972 HIUACKERS SURRENDER AND
FREE LUFTHANSA CREW

A group of Palestinian hijackers who took over a
Lufthansa jet in the skies over India two days ago
has released the crew and surrendered at an airstrip
in the Yemen.

All the 172 passengers - including Joseph Kennedy,
son of the late Senator Robert Kennedy - were freed
yesterday after painstaking negotiations with the pri-
me minister of Yemen, Nasser Muhammad, and West
German officials.

The five Palestinians had demanded an undisclosed
sum of money and the release of three Jordanians
under arrest in West Germany after a shooting took
place in Cologne on 6 February. Women and chil-
dren were released first from the New Delhi-Athens
Boeing 747 and flown to Frankfurt.

It was followed this afternoon by a Lufthansa Boeing
707 carrying all the male passengers. The men had
had to wait in the second Boeing for three hours
parked near the hijacked plane while talks with the
guerrillas continued.

As the Palestinians were led away, 14 crew mem-
bers emerged tonight from the aircraft looking tense
after their two-day ordeal but still smart in their black
and gold uniforms. Explosives experts then boarded
the plane to defuse charges planted on the aircraft.

Among the hijacked passengers was 19-year-old
Joseph Kennedy, whose father was assassinated by
a Palestinian, Sirhan Sirhan in 1968. On his release
he told journalists he did not think he was the target
behind the hijacking. “I do not think the plane was
hijacked because of me. | was not certain | was going
to be aboard,” he said.

According to one stewardess, Karin Bode, released
earlier because of health problems, they had at first
ordered the plane to land at a desert airstrip near
Amman in Jordan.

But the pilot had talked them out of this saying the
plane was too large to land there and flew the plane
to its intended destination - Aden in the Yemen.

Courtesy BBC News

It later emerged the hijackers belonged to the PFLP (the Pop-
ular Front for the Liberation of Palestine) and had been paid
USD500m in ransom. The South Yemen government was also
paid $1m for allowing the jet to land on its territory.

Working with other groups, the PFLP pioneered aircraft hi-
jackings as a high profile means of drawing attention to their
movement, most notably the capture of an Air France plane en
route from Paris to Athens in 1976.

The plane was flown to Entebbe in Uganda, where after a
standoff, Israel launched a dramatic commando raid to rescue
nearly 100 hostages.

The decline and collapse of the Soviet Union, its main sup-
porter, during the late 1980s undermined the PFLP, and the
group lost ground to the radical Islamic Hamas movement.
The succession of Abu Ali Mustafa - who replaced the founder
of the movement, George Habash - in 2000, was seen by many
in Israel as heralding a return to the group’s radical policies of
1960s, 1970s and 1980s.
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direction that could mean a lot to  keep your cool, you can probably
Leo Virgo
MIN MAX CONDITION
Jul. 23-Aug. 22 Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You meet someone new who blows ~ You're feeling pretty feisty today Easy Easy+
your mind — and may even change =~ — so much so that you may start
your opinion in a major way. Your little fights without even realizing it. 2 9 8 3 Beijing =5 6 clear
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9 8 5 .
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Pou Kei Unit A
Macau
870sq ft / HKD 5.3M
HKD 5,747sq ft
Apartment with Rooftop
Ref: 14075408

Tong Cheng Hin ,Unit D
Macau
396 sq ft / HKD 3.3M
HKD 8,333sq ft
Low Floor Apartment
Ref: 15015430

Unique Roof Top Apartment Chun Fok Village,
Central Macau Wai Heng Kok, High Floor Unit Taipa
639 sq ft / HKD 5.988M 993sq ft/ HKD 7.850M
HKD 9,370sq ft HKD 7,905sq ft
Government Offices Viewings  OLD TAIPA VILLAGE
Ref: 14095414 Ref: 15015431

FOR SALE

www.JMLProperty.com
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property

Tou Un
Taipa
1 Bedroom Apartment
Great Location
HKD 12,500 / 686 sq ft I

Ref: 14050418 nr-:l:-.'r'.\- H

EDF. HOU CHAN
Macau
8 Bedrooms Apartment

Building in Old Macau
HKD 40,000 / 2,390 sq ft
Ref: 14090440

The Manhattan, Unit D Taipa Modern Apartment Central
Taipa Taipa - Nam Long Taipa
4 Bedrooms Apartment 1 Bedrooms Apartment
Luxury Residence Newly renovated
HKD 36,000 / 2,488 sq ft HKD 15,000 / 820 sq ft
Ref. 15015429 Ref. 15020468

FOR RENT

More info, please contact us
Info@JMLproperty.Com
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Nascar suspends Kurt Busch,
disqualifying him from Daytona

Rob Gloster

‘ASCAR suspended

Kurt Busch indefinitely
following a Delaware judge’s
finding that he had “commit-
ted an act of domestic violen-
ce,” and Chevrolet responded
by suspending its relationship
with the driver.

The suspension announ-
ced Friday by Nascar means
Busch, 36, will be sidelined
for stock-car racing’s sea-
son-opening Daytona 500
on Sunday. “Given the se-
rious nature of the findings
and conclusions made by the
commissioner of the family
court of the state of Delawa-
re, Nascar has indefinitely
suspended driver Kurt Busch,
effective immediately,” the
organization said in its state-
ment. “He will not be allowed
to race nor participate in any
Nascar activities until further
notice.”

Rusty Hardin, an attorney
for Busch, said in a statement
after a closed-door Nascar
hearing Saturday that the or-
ganization rejected Busch’s
appeal of the suspension.
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Kurt Busch stands on pit road
prior to qualifying for the Daytona
500 NASCAR Sprint Cup series
auto race

“We are re-appealing im-
mediately, per the proscribed
process,” Hardin said in the
statement. “We have signifi-
cant and strong evidence that
contradicts the commissio-
ner’s conclusions.”

Less than an hour after Nas-
car announced its suspen-
sion, General Motors Co.’s
Chevrolet said in a statement
that it had suspended its

4 Busch was
Nascar’s
champion in
2004

sponsorship ties with Busch,
who was Nascar’s champion
in 2004.

“Chevrolet has suspended
its relationship with Kurt
Busch indefinitely,” Jim
Campbell, Chevrolet’s vice
president of motorsports and
performance vehicles, said
in a statement. “We will con-
tinue to monitor the events
surrounding Mr. Busch and
are prepared to take additio-
nal action if necessary.”

Hardin said the case invol-
ving Busch is a civil matter
and that no criminal charges
have been filed against the
driver.

“We ask everyone’s patien-
ce as this case continues in
the court of law and are con-
fident that when the truth
is known, Mr. Busch will be
fully vindicated and back in
the driver’s seat,” Hardin

said in the interview.
Domestic violence has been
a concern elsewhere in pro-
fessional sports, perhaps
most visibly in the National
Football League. Last year,
Baltimore Ravens running
back Ray Rice was suspen-
ded by the NFL indefinitely
after video surfaced of him
striking his fiancée in an ele-
vator. Robert Mueller, a for-
mer U.S. Federal Bureau of
Investigation director, last
month released the result of
his four-month probe into
the NFL's reaction to the in-
cident, concluding the league
“should have done more with
the information it had.”
Other NFL players including
Indianapolis Colts linebacker
Josh McNary, who was char-
ged with rape last month, and
the Carolina Panthers defen-
sive end Greg Hardy faced
domestic violence investiga-
tions this season. Minnesota
Vikings running back Adrian
Peterson was indefinitely sus-
pended following a no- con-
test plea to reckless assault af-
ter he was accused of abusing
his 4-year-old son. Bloomberg
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Ethiopians seal
Tokyo Marathon
double

e RS W Sl i

Runners start the race uring the Tko Marathon

NDESHAW Negesse and Birhane Diba-

ba claimed a double win for Ethiopia at the
Tokyo Marathon yesterday amid tight security
in Japan’s capital. Negesse won the men’s race
in 2 hours and 6 minutes, followed by Stephen
Kiprotich of Uganda and Kenya’s Dickson
Chumba, who took top spot last year. In the
women’s event, Dibaba went one better than
her runner-up position in 2014.

About 36,000 runners took to Tokyo’s streets
for the first of the World Marathon Majors on a
rainy morning in temperatures about 6 degrees
Celsius. The other five majors are in Boston,
London, Berlin, Chicago and New York.

Organizers deployed more than 10,000 securi-
ty officials, according to the Yomiuri newspaper.
Some 64 on-duty police officers ran as part of the
event’s surveillance, according to the paper.

The heightened security comes after bombings
at the Boston Marathon in 2013 and amid increa-
sed concern about terrorism in Japan following
the murder this year of two Japanese who had
been taken hostage by Islamic State. Bloomberg

Www.rcr-macau.com

ELV Systems Specialists
EXMNBERMR

Design & Budgets
BETFITRE

Project Management

HEEHE

Maintenance & Service

#4420 AR 755
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RCR Electronies (Macau) Ltd.  RCRE

TEL: + (853) 2822 1341

Risk Assessment & Management

Survey & Troubleshooting Services
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CR Electronics (Macau) Ltd

Avenida Leste do Hipodromo N.S 25-69, Edif. Industrial Fok Tai, 12 Floor "B", Macau

FAX: + (853) 2822 0824

WWW.rcr-macau.com

Fire Detectection & Supression Systems
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Surveilance Systems
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Intrusion Alarm Systems
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Access Control Systems
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Tim Dahlberg, Las vegas

HE Fight is finally on.

Floyd Mayweather Jr.

will meet Manny Pa-

cquiao on May 2 in a
welterweight showdown that
will be boxing’s richest fight
ever. Mayweather himself an-
nounced the bout Friday after
months of negotiations, posting
a picture of the signed contract
online. “I promised the fans
we would get this done and we
did,” Mayweather said.

The long anticipated bout
at the MGM Grand in Las Ve-
gas will almost surely break
every financial record, and
make both boxers richer than
ever. Mayweather could earn
$120 million or more, while
Pacquiao’s split of the purse
will likely be around USD8o
million.

The fight, which matches bo-
xing’s two biggest attractions
of recent years, has been in the
making for five years. It finally
came together in recent months
with both fighters putting aside
past differences over various
issues — including drug testing
and television rights — to reach
agreement.

Pacquiao was sleeping in the
Philippines when the fight was
announced, but his camp issued
a statement saying the fans de-
serve the long awaited fight.

“It is an honor to be part of
this historic event,” Pacquiao
said. “I dedicate this fight to all
the fans who willed this fight to
happen and, as always, to bring
glory to the Philippines and
my fellow Filipinos around the
world.”

While the fight rivals the 2002
heavyweight title bout between
Lennox Lewis and Mike Tyson
for interest, it comes more than
five years after the first real ef-
fort to put the fighters together
in their prime. Most boxing ob-
servers believe both have lost
some of their skills, though
Mayweather remains a master
defensive fighter and Pacquiao
showed in his last fight against
Chris Algieri that he still has
tremendous quickness in his
hands.

Still, Pacquiao is 36 and has
been through many wars in the
ring. And while Mayweather has
been largely untouched in his

Aka sentiment aside,
ghanistan’s cri-
cketers showed Sunday
why they belong at the
World Cup. The Afgha-
nis, making their first
appearance at the tour-
nament, came into the
event with plenty of pride

AP PHOTO

some players who first
took up the game in Pakis-

BOXING

It’s on: Mayweather says he
and Pacquiao to fight May 2

Floyd Mayweather Jr.

career, he turns 38 on Tuesday.
“I am the best ever, TBE, and
this fight will be another oppor-
tunity to showcase my skills and
do what I do best, which is win,”
Mayweather said in his annou-
ncement. “Manny is going to try
to do what 47 before him failed
to do, but he won’t be success-
ful. He will be No. 48.”
Oddsmakers believe Maywea-
ther will do just that, making
him a 2 1/2-1 favorite in the
scheduled 12-round bout. The
fight is expected to do record
business in Nevada’s legal spor-
ts books, with tens of millions
wagered on the outcome.

ad

This boxing
match will have
the interest in
the U.S. of a
Super Bowl

BOB ARUM

ts, but the more estab-
lished side prevailed, sco-

It will also do record busi-
ness at the box office — with
the MGM expected to be scaled
far higher than the $20 million
live gate for Mayweather’s 2013
fight with Canelo Alvarez. The
pay-per-view revenue also is
expected to be a record, though
television executives said Fri-
day they had yet to actually fix a
price for people to buy the fight
at home.

The fight will be televised as
a joint venture between com-
peting networks Showtime and
HBO, which will share annou-
ncers with Jim Lampley and Al
Bernstein reportedly handling
the task at ringside.

Pacquiao began pushing hard
for the fight after beating Algieri
in November in Macau, and ne-
gotiations picked up last month
when the two fighters met by
chance at a Miami Heat baske-
tball game and later talked with
each other in Pacquiao’s hotel
room about making it happen.

“It’'s one of those fortuitous
circumstance we couldn’t have
planned,” Showtime boxing

tournament

Manny Pacquiao_

chief Stephen Espinoza said.
“But we were lucky that it ha-
ppened.”

As part of the agreement,
Mayweather insisted on having
the right to announce the bout.
He also won concessions from
the Pacquiao camp on who en-
ters the ring first, what type of
gloves are used, and a number
of other issues, including a re-
ported 60-40 split of the purse.

But it didn’t take long for Pa-
cquiao’s camp to start talking,
either. Promoter Bob Arum ex-
pressed his elation in making
the fight, while trainer Freddie
Roach predicted a big win for
his fighter.

“Floyd should enjoy being the
A-Side while he can because on
May 2 Manny is going to put
him on his backside,” Roach
said. Arum, who has promoted
some of the biggest fights in
history, said this one would be
bigger than them all.

“This boxing match will have
the interest in the U.S. of a Su-
per Bowl,” Arum told The As-
sociated Press. “I think it will

Afghanistan does itself proud
at the Cricket World Cup

cond loss in a row in the
while

in Peshawar,
Sri

Pakistan.
“It was a tough and tight

set all kinds of pay-per-view
records and gate records. It will
be the biggest boxing event of
all time.”

Both fighters will bring
147-pound titles into the ring,
but the fight is about far more
than belts. Mayweather, who
is unbeaten in 47 fights, wants
to stake his claim as one of the
greatest fighters ever, and re-
move any doubts about his le-
gacy by fighting the boxer who
is thought to be the greatest
challenge of his career.

Pacquiao, meanwhile, will try
to show that a knockout loss to
Juan Manuel Marquez in 2012
and a disputed decision loss to
Timothy Bradley should not
define a remarkable career that
began 20 years ago in the Phi-
lippines

Don’t tune in looking for a big
knockout, either. The last time
Pacquiao stopped anyone was
in 2009 when he finished off
Miguel Cotto in the 12th rou-
nd, while Mayweather has only
stopped one fighter (Victor Or-
tiz) in the last eight years. AP

At the Melbourne Cri-
cket Ground in the other
match Sunday, India
captain Mahendra Singh
Dhoni won the toss and
his side went on to score
307-7 against South Afri-
ca, with opener Shikhar
Dhawan leading India

and strong support from
some 25,000 expatriates
who now call the co-host
countries of Australia and
New Zealand home — and
many others who want the
fledgling team to do well.
At Dunedin, New
Zealand, the side with

tan refugee camps while
escaping their neighbo-
ring war-torn country
pushed higher-ranked Sri
Lanka to the limit before
losing by four wickets.

Sri Lanka was in trou-
ble when Afghanistan’s
bowlers took early wicke-

ring the winning runs with
only 10 balls remaining.
Asghar Stanikzai led Af-
ghanistan with 54 of its
232 runs, while Mahela
Jayawardene scored 100
runs to push Sri Lanka to
236-6 and victory.

It was Afghanistan’s se-

Lanka evened its record
at 1-1.

“We started very well for
the first 30 overs but after
that we didn’t play well,”
said Afghanistan
tain Mohammad Nabi,
one of those who spent
time in a refugee camp

then bowled beautifully ...
and put us under a lot of
pressure.”

game and the boys played  with 137 ahead of the Pro-
very well.” teas’ reply.

Jayawardene said “all In the only match today,
credit to Afghanistan, any realistic chance En-
they batted very well in gland has of making the

cap- tough conditions and quarterfinals will be on

the line when it takes on
Scotland at Christchurch,
New Zealand. AP
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Rear Window

Severo Portela

THERE IS ALWAYS ROOM FOR ONE
MORE

The theory in use must be the one about
the hypothetical ever-accommodating can
of sardines: you squeeze a little and the-
re you go... one more added to the dead
school. One wonders how far the over-
crowding has to go before “I cannot bear
this any longer” goes from an individual or
occasional outburst to a collective rage.

Each year since the gaming business
entered the fast lane visitors have broken
record after record; each year local resi-
dents lose some vital space to punters and
tourists, and today as gambling revenues
spiral downward the City is full of fearless
shoppers buying everything coming their
way. Zhuhai customs authority estimates
that there will be over 2.2 million people
crossing the border, or around five per cent
more than one year ago.

So...what to expect from the second wave
of big properties on the Cotai Strip? The
truth is nobody knows for sure, since local
authorities through to common observers
have all proven unable to produce reliable
forecasts. So much so that the filter seems
to rely on how the Chinese officials apprai-
se the inwards demand and outwards su-
pply.

In the neighboring SAR of Hong Kong,
there have been ugly developments toward
mainland visitors. The influx of outsiders,
whether shoppers or not, in the alrea-
dy crowded main tourist and commercial
spots, gave rise to episodes of bad blood,
bad words, sometimes physical, and ove-
rall hostility in general, bordering upon xe-
nophobia.

On this side of the Pearl River Delta, the
obvious inconvenience brought by the in-
vasion of visitors to the tight streets of old
Macau seems to have shifted more to the
weight of the cash register’s closing ba-
lance. This is a trend... but no one knows
at which point the money-making is an
illusion. Conservative Legislator Ho lon
Sang not only alerts us to the cumulati-
ve resentment among local residents, but
also accommodates an unusually positive
example from Hong Kong in his line of rea-
soning. The HKSAR pleads for a tighter
filter on its borders, but bases its request,
we would say, on an objective evaluation
of accommodation and visitor carrying ca-
pacity.

In order to dissipate the flow of visitors as
much as possible, the MGTO wisely added
four more walking routes to the existing four
parcours, complemented with a package of
measures to offer options to the hordes of
tourists/visitors/shoppers other than San
Ma Lo. Given the unpredictability of local
mood in an environment of an ever increa-
sing number of visitors travelling from the
mainland who share with us the same small
and beautiful enclave over this brief holiday
period, Chief Executive admitted he is kind
of worried, but attentive to the situation.

Actually, the Chief Executive has been
following, mainly through his team of new
Secretaries, a line of truth and dares to
assume today’s problems, disregarding
yesterday shortcomings; this way, building
momentum in the warm-up to the presenta-
tion of his 2015 Policy Address in the Legis-
lative Assembly on March 23. From then,
Chui Sai On’s second term will be politically
wired.

THE

Kokang ethnic rebels battling Myanmar’s govern-
ment in the country’s north have denied a claim that
they attacked a truck flying the Red Cross flag that
was carrying refugees fleeing fighting in the area.
Kokang spokesman Htun Myat Lin says the report
by state media of Saturday’s attack was untrue, and
that his group did not even have forces in the area of
the alleged ambush.

The state-run Myanma Ahlin newspaper repor-
ted that the rebels used heavy weapons to attack a
truck carrying 15 refugees, wounding five people, in-
cluding a TV cameraman from state-run Myanma
Radio and Television. The two sides traded similar
accusations about an attack Tuesday on a seven-car
Myanmar Red Cross convoy carrying 100 people
that wounded a driver and a Red Cross volunteer.

Ferris wheel, zip line, inlet
eateries OK’d in Atlantic City

Wayne Parry, Atlantic City

E city, making good
on its vow to seek new
non-gambling  attractions,
has approved redevelopment
plans including a giant Fer-
ris wheel and a zip line on
the beachfront next to the
Steel Pier and restaurants,
a rebuilt Boardwalk and an
elevated walkway in its Inlet
neighborhood.

The plans come as Atlantic
City has lost four of its 12 ca-
sinos and is trying to make its
tourism-centered  economy
less dependent on gambling.

The City Council last week
approved an expansion of
the iconic Steel Pier to make
way for an already-approved
62-meter-tall ~ observation
wheel with enclosed, climate-
controlled cars and a zip line
ride. It also approved a rede-
velopment plan for the Nor-
theast Inlet neighborhood
including new eateries, en-
tertainment and recreational

BLOOMBERG
)

People walkig on the boardwalk
in Atlantic City

facilities, a rebuilt Boardwalk
and an elevated walkway to
bring new business to the
area.

“It’s a reinforcement of the
importance of adding these
other amenities,” said John
Palmieri, executive director of
the Casino Reinvestment De-
velopment Authority.

The agency has already
approved the Ferris wheel
project and will be contribu-
ting about USD8.1 million
of its estimated $14 million
price tag through a loan to be
repaid from a portion of ride
ticket revenue.

“It’s a good step forward in
the ongoing effort to reinforce
those non-gambling sectors,”
Palmieri said.

It’s also something Atlantic
City has been talking about
since 2007, the first year its
casino gambling revenues
posted a yearly decline due to
the opening of casinos in nei-
ghboring Pennsylvania that
ate into its customer base.
Those revenues have plunged
from $5.2 billion in 2006 to
$2.74 billion last year as ca-
sinos continued to open in
Pennsylvania, New York and
Maryland. Of the eight Atlan-
tic City casinos that survived
2014’s slew of closings, three
are in bankruptcy.

The wheel and its 40 cars are
being built in Italy and should
be delivered to Atlantic City
by December. The start of an
expansion of the Boardwalk
to support the wheel and the
zip line ride could begin wi-
thin two months, Catanoso
said. AP

Alonso taken to hospital
after crash at Barcelona

RNANDO Alonso has been taken to

hospital by helicopter after crashing in his

McLaren during Formula One preseason tes-
ting yesterday.

McLaren said on Twitter: “Fernando is cons-
cious and is speaking. He has been airlifted to
hospital for further checks.”

Track officials at the Barcelona-Catalunya
circuit said Alonso went off at turn three and
hit the wall. They said he was transported to
hospital “to continue with medical tests” after
being treated at the circuit medical center.

THE
DECISIVE MOMENT

McLaren has been plagued by technical
problems this preseason after switching to
Honda engines ahead of the upcoming sea-
son.

Neither the team nor track officials have re-
ported the cause of the crash.

Alonso, 33, rejoined McLaren this season
after a disappointing fifth and final campaign
with Ferrari. He won back-to-back world titles
with Renault in 2005 and 2006 before spen-
ding one season at McLaren in 2007.

Ferrari tweeted “All the best Fernando.” AP

Carmo Correia/Lusa

The Procession of the Passion of Our God, the Lord Jesus, was held yesterday in downtown Macau.
According to the MGTO, the parade constitutes “a unique Macau religious celebration when an image of
Christ carrying the Cross is taken in solemn procession from St. Augustine’s Church to the Cathedral for

an overnight vigil.”

SOURCE: DSMG
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NIGERIAN troops retake

a major border town and
kill scores of Boko Haram
fighters, Nigeria’s military
says, although witnesses
also report that the Islamic
extremists killed scores in
attacks on other villages.

ZIMBABWE'’s President
Robert Mugabe turns 91
with his supporters saying
they will back him to run
his full term until 2018 and
beyond, despite nagging
questions about his health
and an economy that is
crumbling under his watch.

AP PHOTO

USA Activists, actors

and politicians gathered
Saturday in New York City
to honor civil rights leader
Malcolm X with a ceremony
at the Harlem site where

he was killed 50 years

ago. About 300 people
converged to hear remarks
from one of Malcolm X’s
six daughters, llyasah
Shabazz, as well as elected
officials.

AP PHOTO

USA Two unfinished
sketches have been
discovered on the reverse
side of two watercolors by
Cezanne — and officials
at Philadelphia’s Barnes
Foundation museum says
the collector who bought
them more than 90 years
ago probably never knew
they were there.

USA-IRAN With only
weeks left to the deadline
to reach a first-stage
nuclear deal with Iran,

U.S. Secretary of State
John Kerry said Saturday
that “significant gaps”
remained and warned

that America was ready to
walk away from the talks

if Tehran doesn’t agree to
terms demonstrating that it
doesn’t want atomic arms.

UK British police are
appealing for information
about three teenage girls
who left the country in a
suspected bid to travel to
Syria to join the Islamic
State extremist group.



