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“THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’”

e Strong pataca likely to put

detained movie actor Wang
Xuebing on a suspected

drug offense, adding to a
number of celebrities who
have been caught in anti-

drug actions, Chinese state
media reported late Tuesday.
The official Xinhua News
Agency said the star of the
Golden Bear award-winning
film “Black Coal, Thin Ice”
was detained along with
another person Monday.

4 P2 MDT REPORT

BLOOMBERG

HONG KONG authorities
announced yesterday

Zhuhai aiming, to go global;
el N acau said to lack vision -

County, Missouri, USA. The
HK Food and Environmental
Hygiene Department’s
Center for Food Safety 1 |

(CFS) announced that in !

view of a notification from
the US authorities about
an outbreak of highly
pathogenic H5N2 avian
influenza in Moniteau
County, it has banned the
import of poultry meat and
products (including poultry
eggs) from the county with
immediate effect for the
protection of Hong Kong’s
public health.

JAPAN Small clusters of
survivors, bundled up
against a chilly wind, gather
along Japan’s northeast
coast to remember the
nearly 19,000 lives lost in the
March 11, 2011, tsunami.
Four years later, the region is
still struggling to recover.

NETHERLANDS-INDONESIA
The Dutch government
must pay compensation

to widows and children of
Indonesian men summarily
executed in their country’s
war for independence,
according to a court ruling
that could open the door to
many more claims.

INDONESIA-AUSTRALIA

A senior Indonesian official
warns Australia to tone
down criticism of planned
executions of two convicted
Australian drug traffickers,
saying that Canberra should
be grateful to Indonesia for
keeping asylum seekers
away from Australian shores.

More on page 18
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Strong currency eases city s inflation
while driving away visitors

Brook Yang

UROPEAN tourists mi-
ght have noticed that their
wallets shrank by 30 percent
when visiting Macau compa-
ring to a year ago. The same has
happened for British and Japa-
nese visitors, who are paying 14
and 20 percent more respec-
tively while holidaying in this
booming tourism destination.
The costs might go even higher
in June if the American Federal
Reserve rises interest rates, as
the pataca will increase further
in value following the rising
dollar it’s indirectly pegged to.
Comparing to the Euro or Pou-
nd, Chinese visitors’ RMB only
suffered a mild drop against the
pataca. However, if the exchan-
ge rate is to rise further, those
Chinese visitors — who make up
nearly 70 percent of the city’s
tourist arrivals — may be dis-

ad

It’s highly likely
the dollar’s
going to
continue rise
against the
RMB unless
the Chinese

intervene
RODNEY BRUCE HALL
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suaded from visiting Macau.

“The Chinese yuan only fell 3
percent against the USD in the
past six months; if it were to fall
10 percent or 20 percent from
where they stood six months
ago, that would generate pro-
blems for Chinese tourists who
want to come to Macau. It’s a
real danger of loss of visitors,”
said Rodney Bruce Hall, profes-
sor of international relations at
the University of Macau.

The scholar believes it’s pos-
sible for the “bad news” to af-
fect Macau’s visitor turnout,
thereby hurting the city’s em-
ployment in the long run. “The
American economy is really

quite strong, the Chinese eco-
nomy is weakening. So it’s hi-
ghly likely the dollar’s going to
continue rise against the RMB
unless the Chinese intervene,”
he explained to the Times.

“Meanwhile, if we don’t get
the high-roller visitors back at
some point, it’s going to conti-
nue to be a strong headwind to
Macau’s economy as well. (...)
It could hurt employment if the
visitors quit coming and peo-
ple dealing baccarat lose their
jobs,” he added.

To cope with the possible
trend, the scholar suggested the
government develop policies to
boost low budget entertainment

and low-cost accommodation.
But as a city living largely on
Chinese tourists as well as on
imports from the mainland, a
stronger pataca is not all a bad
news to Macau. “Macau suffers
lower inflation than it would
otherwise,” said the scholar.
Not only can the city buy its
daily necessities and imports
from the mianland and Euro-
pean suppliers at cheaper pri-
ces, its citizens can spend less
when travelling to European
and other destinations.
Moreover, the rising dollar
can deflate Macau’s real es-
tate bubble, as the territory
will increase its inrestst rates

Gov't pushes on talent development

throug

HE task force on local

top information platform

Professionals,

incentive plans

and the

Plan for Qualified Profes-

training and accredita-

following US monetary policy.

“Now it’s much better the
US dollar going up than going
down,” assessed Macau-based
economist Albano Martins.
“The supply of money into the
market will be restrained, whi-
ch will ease the pressure over
the real estate market.”

Nevertheless, the economist
indicated the benefits from a ri-
sing USD to Macau are only “by
chance”, as the two economies
happen to both be in a rising cy-
cle at the moment.

“Because of the peg to the
USD, when the US makes its
[monetary] policy, we have to
follow the US policy. But during
the majority of the time, they
were in different cycles of eco-
nomy,” he stressed.

“Many people forget that in the
past when we had a recession in
1996 to 2000, the US economy
was growing. They tightened
the currency by pushing up the
interest rates, but what we nee-
ded was to release the curren-
cy,” explained the economist.

Mr Martins suggested that the
pataca peg to the USD through
the HKD no longer makes much
sense, as Macau’s economy has
less and less to do with the US
but is rather largely linked to
the Chinese economy.

“When the RMB is freely con-
vertible, it’s good sense that we
should link to the yuan rather
than USD. Maybe in ten years,
both HKD and MOP would swi-
tch their peg to RMB, that’s my
prediction,” he added.

UNESCO [United Na-
tions Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Orga-
nization] about sending
local youths to intern at
the organization.

“[We are] also acti-
vely negotiating with
universities in Portugal

talent cultivation held
its first meeting of the
year, reviewing its work
since its establishment
a year ago. The Talents
Development  Commit-
tee’s (SCDT) assignments
include a revision of the
incentive funding sche-
me for specialized talents,
the formation of a one-s-

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

MDT’s Website has logged over
86 million page views
since January 1st, 2012 up to today.

Thank You!
Like us? facebook.com/mdtimes Iﬁl

for staff training, and a
discussion of cooperation
with international insti-
tutions.

Led by Wu Zhi Liang,
the talents training pro-
gram task force has ex-
panded its work into
subfields: the Elites Nur-
turing Plan, the Incenti-
ve Plan for the Qualified

Tim

Skilled Talents Acquiring
Plan. It aims to cultivate
multiple types of spe-
cialized personnel that
Macau needs, under the
government’s  strategic
deployment for talent
development.

One of the immediate
focuses of the task force
is drafting the “Incentive

es

DESIGN EDITOR JoZo Jorge Magalhdes

sionals,” which is expec-
ted to support Macau’s
professionals working in
various sectors to obtain
high-profile qualification
certificates and licenses.
The task force is also
committed to forming a
framework of cooperation
with enterprises, in order
to accelerate vocational
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tion. Moreover, it is deve-
loping a mobile app which,
despite being in the initial
stages of development,
will collect information on
existing training projects
and certification exams
for citizens to browse.

As for the cultivation of
leaders, the committee is
now in discussion with

about cooperative pro-
jects, in order to create
more opportunities for
local students to study
there, and thereby foste-
ring bilingual talent [...]
not only understanding
Portuguese and Chinese
but also other valuable
skills,” the press release
added. BY
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Zhuhai aiming to ‘go global’
with Hengqgin

E Hengqin pilot free

trade zone, an area of

28 square kilometers, is

bringing new prospec-

ts not only to Macau but also to

the adjacent city of Zhuhai. With

the area’s advantages waiting to

come into full play, Zhuhai is ai-

ming to “go global” with the help

of regional cooperation, said its
mayor, Jiang Ling.

Mr Jiang, who became mayor
of Zhuhai this year, was cited by
the China News Service as sta-
ting that Hengqin will continue
to explore institutional innova-
tion in the years to come so as to
play its special role in the region.

“With the help of the Hengqin
Free Trade Area (FTA), Zhuhai
is to go global in its collabora-
tion with Macau, connecting
to the 21st Century Maritime
Silk Road,” he stated, adding,
“Guangdong-Macau cooperation
and institutional innovation are
the two backbones for the deve-
lopment of the Hengqin FTA.”

Liang pointed out that Macau
and Hengqin are mutually be-
nefiting from the cooperation in
various areas, such as trade and
economic cooperation with Por-
tuguese-speaking countries, the
tourism and leisure industry, as
well as their development of the
pharmaceutical industry.

“And with the opening of the
Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Brid-
ge, the three areas will make up
an international metropolitan
region. It also means that Zhuhai
is the only city directly linked to
Hong Kong and Macau by land.
In this international metropo-
litan region, Henggin’s com-
prehensive advantages will come
into full play,” he stressed.

ONE SHOT NEWS

Representatives of the gdv’t inter-departmental group carry out land
resumption work in llha Verde.

BLOOMBERG

Cranes operate at a residential constructmn site in the Gongbei district of Zhuhai

To fulfill its expectations, the
Hengqin FTA has found that it
is vital to push for institutional
innovation.

“A free trade area isn’t a park
where people only enjoy prefe-
rential policies and introduce
foreign investment. An interna-

ANALYSIS

tional, market-oriented and legal
business environment should be
realized, and institutional inno-
vation be carried out,” said Jiang.

“A successful FTA shouldn’t de-
pend on all kinds of preferential
policies. In fact, some preferen-
tial policies are just transitional.
What makes enterprises stay is
the good institutional environ-
ment in the FTA,” he added.

Accordingly, tedious examina-
tions and approval formalities
are bypassed when enterprises
enter the FTA; their intellectual
property rights, investment and
trade also need to be protected.

“We now need to carry out fur-
ther institutional innovation in
accordance with the law. It won’t
be easy in the future. Therefore,
institutional innovation will be a
key step for Henggqin,” concluded
the mayor. BY

MSAR needs to avoid becoming

‘eaming neighborhood’

ACAU needs a new strategy in order

to avoid becoming just a ‘gaming nei-
ghborhood’ catering to Chinese tourists, ac-
cording to alocal economist. José Isaac Duarte
claims that the authorities in Zhuhai have set
up an “ambitious plan” that includes Hengqin
Island, which hinders Macau’s “ambitions for
geographical expansion,” an expansion that
he considers critical to the aim of diversifying
the economy.

“The plan includes leisure parks, harbors,
convention centers, luxury residential condo-
miniums and projects that compete with Ma-
cau. What is left for Macau is gambling in a
diversification scenario that will inevitably be
limited,” he told Lusa.

The economist argues that the Zhuhai Special
Economic Zone authorities are designing a plan
that matches their own local interests. Howe-
ver, it remains to be seen “how Macau’s interest
should be defended,” including the maintenance
of the region’s identity and uniqueness.

“There is the need for strategic reflection, if
someone is willing to do it,” José Isaac Duarte
said. “Either we go down a different path, or
the economy will rely increasingly on gaming
and people will visit only to gamble.” He ad-
ded that nowadays most of the visitors only re-
main for a few hours and spend little money.
Hence, “There is the need to attract tourists
with diversified interests and who are willing
to stay longer.” MDT/Lusa

COOPERATION

UANGDONG provin-
ce will further facilitate
market access for service pro-
viders from Hong Kong and
Macau, China’s State Council
announced on Tuesday.
Local authorities in Guang-
dong are required to make
adjustments to regulations
on administrative approval,
in order to boost service tra-
de liberalization for investors
from Hong Kong and Macau,
according to a decision relea-
sed by the State Council.
Businesses owned by Hong
Kong and Macau investors
will no longer be treated as fo-
reign companies, whose esta-
blishment or business conver-

Market access for local
service providers facilitated

sion usually needed to under-
go examination and approval
procedures, the Council said.

According to the decision,
Guangdong will further open
the local services industry to
investors from Hong Kong
and Macau under the Closer
Economic Partnership Ar-
rangement (CEPA).

Further adjustments are
required for rules that regu-
late the telecommunications
industry, joint school ope-
ration, sea transportation,
entertainment, video gaming
and civil aviation. The main-
land signed the CEPA with
Hong Kong and Macau in
2003 to forge closer ties.

Over 80
evacuated from
nursery

Over 80 people had to be
evacuated yesterday morning
from the postnatal nursery of the
Conde de Sao Januario Central
Hospital. This followed the
dropping of a fire extinguisher
onto the floor, thereby releasing
a chemical that, according to a
fire department source, could
affect people’s health. According
to a Health Bureau statement,
at the time of the incident, there
were 33 mothers, 34 babies

and 20 workers in the affected
department. All of them were
“immediately transferred to
other nurseries.” The Health
Bureau also acknowledged

that during the evacuation, two
workers felt “slightly indisposed”
due to chemical inhalation. The
fire department announced that
the fire extinguisher was still
within its expiration date.

Secretariat for
Administration
and Justice
webpage

B 1t i g s i
s e

The Secretariat for
Administration and Justice

has opened a new webpage
(www.gsaj.gov.mo) featuring
Chinese and Portuguese
versions. The welcome message
states that the webpage aims

to enhance the interaction
between the secretariat and

the community, and to release
relevant information. The page
is open for residents to post their
opinions and suggestions.

Journalist
discusses
freedom of
expression limits

A workshop for journalists
focusing on the limits of freedom
of expression following the
terrorist attack in the newsroom
of French satirical newspaper
“Charlie Hebdo” will be held

at the Rui Cunha Foundation
on March 20 between 5pm

and 7.30pm. Organized by the
European Union Academic
Program in Macau (EUAP-M) in
partnership with the Portuguese
and English Press Association
(AIPIM) and the Rui Cunha
Foundation, the workshop will
be conducted by Portuguese
journalist and professor Adelino
Gomes, with the main theme
“Charlie, the Islamic State and
the Heart of Journalism.” The
workshop is open to Macau-
based professional journalists,
and will be conducted in
Portuguese with Cantonese
translation.
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IAS to spend extra MOP150 million
in new subsidy scheme

Catarina Pinto

HE Social Welfare Bureau

(IAS) is estimating spen-
ding MOP150 million more
than usual between July and
December, as a new subsidy
scheme is due to be imple-
mented addressing non-go-
vernmental organizations that
provide social services to the
community, IAS president Iong
Kong Io revealed.

Speaking on the sidelines of a
IAS staff spring lunch yesterday,
Mr Iong said that IAS has a com-
prehensive idea of how much
money social service institu-
tions will be spending, and that
the Bureau’s estimated budget
for subsidies granted between
July and December will see an
increase of MOP150 million.

In January, the Secretary
for Social Affairs and Culture,
Alexis Tam, revealed that the
government would be imple-
menting a new subsidy-gran-
ting scheme in June for non-
government organizations that
provide social services to the
Macau community. The cur-
rent scheme is being revised in
order to help local institutions
cope with skyrocketing rents,
and to prevent social workers
from leaving their posts for hi-

long Kong lo

gher-paid jobs elsewhere.
The government intends to
broaden the subsidy scheme so

that it covers a higher number
of expenses that local institu-
tions have to cope with, such as

rents, electricity bills and staff
wages.

According to Mr Iong, the new
scheme will address 200 asso-
ciations. “The [scheme’s] future
plan will be based on a reaso-
nableness principle. Subsidies
will be granted in accordance
to the associations’ needs (...)
we also need to define a set of
criteria for salaries. After seve-
ral months of discussion with
the associations, we finally
reached a consensus. With the
new scheme, the government
will spend more than MOP150
million,” he stated.

Mr Iong added, “After gran-
ting the subsidies, IAS will con-

tinue to oversee these institu-
tions’ performance.”

The scheme is being revised,
focusing on four main areas:
personnel; associations’ gene-
ral activities; specific activities;
and the rendering of regular so-
cial services.

IAS also announced recently
that it would be increasing the
total subsidy amount that is
granted to non-governmental
institutions by 6.8 percent. IAS
said at the time that the Bureau
hopes to continue supporting
social service initiatives, while
improving the benefits granted
to social workers, primarily in
terms of income.

View on domestic violence ‘remains unchanged’

HE Social Welfare Bureau’s view on

domestic violence, which will be lis-
ted as a public crime, remains unchan-
ged, says IAS president Iong Kong Io.
Speaking on the sidelines of a spring
lunch organized for IAS staff, the presi-
dent of the Social Welfare Bureau (IAS)
recalled that “the domestic violence bill
already passed its first reading and is
now being discussed in detail [by the 1st
Legislative Assembly Standing Commit-
tee].” He added that the “IAS position [to
list domestic violence as a public crime]

stands. This will not change.”

With the new law, domestic violence will
be handled as a public crime, which means
that legal action against the perpetrator
can be put forward even if the victim does
not file a complaint. However, the draft
already casts doubts over “mild violence
cases,” such as a slap, and that they will
not be considered domestic violence.

A recent statement from the Public Se-
curity Police sparked further controver-
sy, as it said that PSP was against the
listing of domestic violence as public cri-

me, Portuguese media reported. Howe-
ver, according to Mr Iong, the PSP head,
Leong Man Cheong, had already clarified
that the PSP are not against domestic
violence being listed as a public crime.
Rather, they were just urging authorities
to provide a clearer definition of domes-
tic violence in order to facilitate better
law enforcement. “At the moment, legal
experts are working on the drafted bill
to make it clearer, so that police officers
know how to act upon domestic violence
cases,” Mr Iong said.

ENTERTAINMENT

Music-based light storm
makes comeback

Catarina Pinto

light storm returns to

his year’s Venetian
Carnevale as performers
Amy Osborne, Fleur-Marie
Hoefkins and Naomi Hun-
ter join forces on stage to
bring a show of pure elec-
tricity. The performance,
also brought here by the
Lords of Lightning, will fea-
ture three lightning towers
in a combination of music,
dance and lightning bolts,
the performers revealed in
an email interview.

The casino resort’s car-
nival, which will feature
performances and other
festive activities in The
Venetian Macao’s outdoor
lagoon area for the fif-
th consecutive year, runs
from today until March 29.
Sands China expressed in
a statement that the “Ve-
netian Light Storm”, which
debuted here last year, is
one of this Carnevale edi-

tion’s highlights, too.

The audience can expect
to see three beings, dres-
sed in chainmail suits,
emerging completely sur-
rounded by “the glow of
electrical discharges,” the
casino operator added.

Amy Osborne, Naomi
Hunter and Fleur-Marie
Hoefkins have all studied
dance at Bath Spa Uni-
versity in England. Amy
is an independent dance
artist, teacher and per-
former who just recently
completed her professio-

nal working experience at
Disneyland Paris. Naomi
is a contemporary dancer
and is currently studying
for a master of arts in
dance, while Fleur-Ma-
rie, who earned her first
degree in contemporary
dance in 2007, has been
performing with the Mus-
t-Dash dance group at
Glastonbury festival.
Eager to amaze the
crowds, the performers
designed the choreogra-
phy around the tempo of
the music. “It drives the

show from a slow pace of
discovery on to a climactic
ending,” the performers
contributed.

The artists said that their
equipment is now control-
led by music via a compu-
ter, which allows them to
improve the choreography
and the show in general.

Speaking about the storyli-
ne, the performers clarified
that the show will “be more
music-based...The  story
follows three beings who
realize they have the power
within themselves to not
only control lightning, but
also to make music with it
and to dance.”

The performers will be
wearing chainmail suits
for protection, as the show
harnesses over 4 million
volts of electricity.

“I started experimen-
ting with lightning when
I was very young. I finally
decided to create a show
from it, and performed
for the first time in 2001
in my home country of
New Zealand. Since then
we have performed all
over the world and still
enjoy the thrill of exciting
the audience,” said Carlos
Van Camp, the creator of
Lords of Lightning.

Rainbow of Macau
writes to UN

E Rainbow of ' B
Macau association, !

which advocates for
LGBTI (lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender
and intersex) rights,
has sent a letter to the
United Nations criti-
cizing Macau’s gover-
nment for not including same-sex couples in
the new domestic violence bill, which passed
its first reading at the Legislative Assembly in
January.

Jason Chao, spokesperson for Rainbow of
Macau, said in a press release that AL’s First
Standing Committee — which is now reviewing
the bill — did not “express interest in advancing
LGBTI equal rights in the domestic violence
[legislation].” According to Chao, the Commit-
tee’s chairwoman, lawmaker Kwan Tsui Hang,
told him that, “the government insisted on its
stance” of not including same-sex couples in
the legislation.

“We have no other option but to resort to the
United Nations,” Chao concluded.

In a letter addressed to the United Nations
Entity for Gender Equality and the Empower-
ment of Women, Rainbow recalled that when
the new law comes into force, “LGBT people
will be excluded from the same level of protec-
tion as their heterosexual counterparts.” The
association believes that this constitutes “de
facto discrimination on the grounds of sexual
orientation.”
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BBAM

British Business Association of Macao

Networking Evening at
Banyan Tree Macau
Thursday, 19*" March

RED DRAGON MAIN EVENT
HED 55,000,000 GUARANTEED

QUALIFY FOR FREE AT POKERSTARS NET 6.30pm to 8.30pm

A selection of canapés will be served
accompanied by wine, beers and soft drinks.

BBAM Members — MOP/HKD 200 - Non-Members - MOP/HKD 300
Event co-sponsored by
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GAMING
Fitch Ratings
still confident
in Macau

Unlike other rating agencies,
Fitch Ratings is still optimistic
about Macau’s long-term business
future, saying that business should
pick up in the second half of the
year. “While the recent operating
declines are concerning, we are
encouraged by the fact that the
long-term fundamentals for the
higher-margin, lower-volatility
mass business remain intact,” the
analysts said. The agency projects
that Macau’s gaming revenue

will slide by 4% in 2015, a figure
that, Fitch says, would represent
“mild sequential improvement
throughout the first half of 2015

relative to the last quarter of 2014”.

Gaming revenues would also be
aided by the opening of Galaxy
Macau and Melco’s Studio City’s
expansion projects. Fitch Ratings
added that while dividends may
have to be cut as a result of the
stagnating numbers, it remains
“hopeful that the six casino
operators are all in a good enough
financial position to withstand the
lower revenues.” Deutsche Bank
predicted earlier in the week that
gross gambling revenue in Macau
would sink by 30% in 2015, a
staggering forecast that has blown
its initial 13% forecast completely
out of the water.
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Judge insists Sands China hand
over documents to former CEO

Kimberly Pierceall, Las Vegas

Las Vegas Sands subsi-
iary has been ordered,
again, to hand over documents
without redactions in an on-
going wrongful termination
lawsuit against the company.

After an evidentiary hearing
that began in February, Clark
County District Judge Elizabe-
th Gonzalez said Sands China
Ltd. has undermined the sear-
ch for truth by refusing to hand
over documents to former CEO
Steven Jacobs. Jacobs’ lawsuit
alleges a host of misdeeds were
committed by the company,
parent company Las Vegas
Sands Corp., and the parent
company’s chairman and CEO,
Sheldon Adelson.

Las Vegas Sands, which owns
The Venetian and The Palazzo
on the Las Vegas Strip, owns
a 70 percent stake in Sands
China, which has four casino
resorts in Macau including The
Venetian and Sands.

A company spokesman said
lawyers would appeal the deci-
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sion to a higher court.

“We are disappointed in the
court’s decision and do not be-
lieve it is supported by the evi-
dence,” said Las Vegas Sands
spokesman Ron Reese in an

emailed statement. “Sands
China intends to seek review
from a higher court.”

Jacobs was fired in July 2010
and filed his lawsuit three mon-
ths later. Since then, the case

has been delayed with disputes
over documents sought by his
lawyers, and multiple appeals.
The company’s lawyers have
cited the Macau Data Privacy
Act as the reason for not produ-
cing documents or for redacting
names and email addresses,
which Jacobs’ lawyers have
argued make it impossible to
glean information from them.
Gonzalez made her ruling Fri-

day. It also ordered Sands China
to pay five different legal organi-
zations a total of USD250,000
and to cover Jacobs’ legal costs
on the matter. She said redac-
tions could only be made in the
case of privilege, which allows
for some nonrelevant informa-
tion or trade secrets, for exam-
ple, to be blacked out.

Gonzalez first issued sanc-
tions against the company in
September 2012. Then in Mar-
ch 2013, she again affirmed her
order that the Macau Data Pri-
vacy Act could not be used as
justification for the redactions
and ordered an evidentiary
hearing. An appeal by Sands to
the Nevada Supreme Court was
denied in August, but lawyers
for Jacobs have said the docu-
ments have continued to be wi-
thheld or redacted against the
court’s wishes.

The case still faces a hearing
scheduled for April on whether
or not the court has jurisdic-
tion on the matter since Sands
China isn’t based in the United
States. AP
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NPC AND CPPCC MEETINGS

‘Tourism capacity of HK
and Macau has reached
saturation,’ says Zhou Bo

E deputy director of the

Hong Kong and Macau Af-

fairs Office, Zhou Bo, has

claimed that “the tourism

capacity of Hong Kong and Macau

has by and large reached saturation,

as shown in the studies conducted by

the two SAR governments,” accor-

ding to a report by mainland news-
paper Southern Metropolis Daily.

The report, quoted by South China
Morning Post, added that the indivi-
dual visit scheme will be altered to
better suit Hong Kong’s situation.
The scheme allows residents of 49
mainland cities to travel on their own
to Macau and Hong Kong.

Zhou said that adjustments to this
scheme would be in response to the
concerns raised by Hong Kong Chief
Executive Leung Chun-ying regar-
ding the tourism scheme. With tou-
rism capacity reaching its limit, Zhou
added, “It does not come as a surpri-
se if certain problems occur.”

In Hong Kong, skirmishes between
residents and mainland tourists
have recently emerged, and calls to
cut down the scale of the individual
visit scheme have also arisen. Four
protests against parallel traders from
the mainland have taken place in
the neighboring SAR in the past two
months, South China Morning Post
reported.

Meanwhile in Macau, the govern-
ment has been discussing the city’s
tourism capacity as well. Chief Exe-
cutive Chui Sai On recently asked the
Secretary for Social Affairs and Cul-
ture, Alexis Tam, to prepare a report
on Macau’s tourism capacity, which
is due to be submitted to the central
government by May.

As the National Committee of the
Chinese Political Consultative Con-
ference (CPPCC) and the annual

XINHUA

Great Hall of the People in Beijing

meeting of the National People’s
Congress (NPC) are taking place in
Beijing, NPC delegates Leong Iok
Wa and Ho Sut Heng have seen fit
to respond to the issue of rampant
phone scams in Macau. They have
jointly suggested at the consultative

The second plenary meeting of the third sessionﬁf China’s 12th NPC is be

ing held at the

(W

conference the establishment of a
mechanism for criminal and judicial
assistance for Macau and mainland
China, and hope to sign it into law
soon. They believe the agreement
would better prevent and combat
cross-border crimes. CP

Local delegates vow to
strengthen national education

EVEN Macau delegates to the nation’s top advisory body, the Chi-
nese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), jointly
put forward a proposal to strengthen national education for local you-

ngsters.

They hope that the Ministry of National Education will be able to
collaborate with the city’s Education and Youth Affairs Bureau (DSEJ)
to compose the teaching materials for national education.

The seven Macau CPPCC representatives said that the current edu-
cation materials needed to be reviewed to foster “moral quality, legal
concepts and patriotism” among the younger generation, drawing on
Hong Kong’s experience of the Umbrella Movement.

According to TDM radio news, one of the Macau CPPCC delegates,
Wong Pan Seng, advised that “negotiated democracy” should be intro-
duced into the education materials, which he thought could “consoli-
date the national consciousness” by infusing it among the youth over

a number of years.

David Chow sees
oportunity in
gaming slowdown

HE downturn of gaming revenue over the

past nine consecutive months implies that
there is an opportunity for the local gaming
industry to “think about creating new marke-
ts,” suggests casino tycoon David Chow.

The billionaire, who also served as Macau’s
CPPCC (Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference) delegate, said in Beijing that casi-
nos have recovered their costs and also possess
cash and financing capability, which means,
“Even if the gaming revenue plunges to MOP15
billion per month, it won’t be a big deal.”

Chow argued that the nine-month plunge
only means that there have been no signifi-
cant increases in gambling revenue, whereas
the government still has sufficient surplus.
Furthermore, he believes that the adjustment
period will last two more years until the HK-
Zhuhai-Macau Bridge is put into operation.

“The adjustment period depends on the
conditions of the world that surrounds us.
To find the new market, we need at least
two years. And only when the supporting
[transportation] facilities are built up can
we drive up the tourist flow,” he stressed, as
cited by TDM.

To explore other sources of visitors apart
from the mainland, Chow said that suppor-
ting policies are still needed. The prompt
construction of light railway transit, the city’s
transport planning, and more international
flights are among the aspects that need to
take effect, as well as a more regulated tou-
rism industry.

Nevertheless, the tycoon stated that the go-
vernment is not responsible for the down-
turn, and that it should be able to overcome
it. “Some [operators] have gained a lot of pro-
fit, which has made the license equivalent to
being granted for free. With so much money
already earned, why are they still arguing?
Can’t we just earn less for now?”

As for the speculation that the government
is going to grant one more gaming license to a
Chinese-owned enterprise, Chow responded
by saying that the sector needs to wait and see
when the review of the industry starts.

“The review of the gaming industry is a political
decision. If there’s really going to be one more,
it will be fair to everyone,” he said. “It doesn’t
matter how many gaming licenses we will have
or how many people are operating casinos; the
most important thing is that these people [ope-
rators] can explore new markets.” BY
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CALL TO MEMBERS

According to the regulations, and in compliance with Article 9th, no. 4 of the Statute of
the Association, published in the Official Gazette of the MSAR no. 38 — 2nd Series,
22nd September 2010, we hereby call the General Assembly of the Association of
Portuguese-Speaking Physicians of Macau, to take place on March 25, 2015, at
7:00 pm, at the Clube Militar de Macau, covering the following agenda:
1. Annual Report, Results and Accounts of 2014,
2. Opinion of AMLPM Fiscal Board.
3. Vote of the Annual Report and Accounts referred to the year 2014
4. Plan of Activities for 2015
5. Others.
All the members admitted, according to Article 4th, n0.2 and Article 9th, n0.8 and N0.9,
of the Statute, have the right to vote. If, at the scheduled time of the meeting, a quorum is
not achieved, the Assembly shall convene on second call, at 7:30pm on the same day,
whatever the number of members present, in compliance with Article 9th, n0.7, of the
Statute.
Macau, on 12 March 2015
The President of General Assembly:

Maria Paunla de Maios Pimenta Simoes
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ICQ dental team is a group of dental specialists with internationally recognized qualifications.

We provide all range of dental services:

= Oral examination and radiology investigation
— Restorative and Cosmetic Dentistry

— Children Dentistry

- Orthodontic Treatment

— Oral and Dental implant Surgery
— Endodontic Treatment
— Periodontal Treatment
— Emergency Treatment

We are committed to deliver high quality dental services with personalized care. We ensure

the highest level of infection control.

Website: www.icgoral.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/icqoral

CONSULTATION BY APPOINTMENT:

OFFice Hour: 10:00AM-19:00PM

Crose oN Sun, Tue axp Pusric HoLipay

Rm1907, 19/F, AIA Tower, Nos. 251A-301, Avenipa CoMMERCIAL DE Macau, Macau SAR

TeL: (853)28373266

Fax: (853)28356483 EMAIL: INFO@ICQORAL.COM

WWW.ICQORAL.COM




Anthony McCartney
Entertainment Writer, Los Angeles
jury’s verdict that

Pharrell Williams and

Robin Thicke copied

arvin Gaye’s music

to create their hit song “Blur-

red Lines” won't just be felt by

the singer’s pocketbooks — it

has the potential to change

how musicians work and could

open the door to new copyright
claims.

An eight-person jury determi-
ned Tuesday (yesterday, Macau
time) that Williams and Thicke
copied elements of Gaye’s 1977
hit “Got to Give It Up” and or-
dered the pair to pay nearly
USD7.4 million to the late sin-
ger’s three children.

Gaye’s daughter, Nona Gaye,
wept as the verdict was read
and later told reporters, “Ri-
ght now, I feel free. Free from
... Pharrell Williams’ and Robin
Thicke’s chains and what they
tried to keep on us and the lies
that were told.”

The music industry may feel
new constraints in the coming
years as artists — and lawyers
— sort through the verdict and
its implications.

Howard King, lead attorney
for Thicke and Williams, told
jurors in closing arguments
that a verdict for the Gaye fa-
mily would have a chilling effect
on musicians’ trying to evoke
an era or create an homage to
the sound of earlier musicians.
Williams contended during the
trial that he was only trying to
mimic the “feel” of Gaye’s late
1970s music, but insisted he did
not use elements of his idol’s
work.

“Today’s successful verdict,
with the odds more than sta-
cked against the Marvin Gaye
estate, could redefine what co-
pyright infringement means
for recording artists,” said Glen
Rothstein, an intellectual pro-
perty attorney with the firm
Greenberg Glusker.

“The Gaye verdict is prece-
dential in that whereas prior to

PANDORA LAUNCHES COLLECTION AT GALAXY’S CRYSTAL LOBBY

Danish

global  jewelry
brand Pandora held a glo-
bal exclusive launch of its
Spring 2015 collection yes-
terday at Galaxy Macau.
Dozens of guests gathered
at Galaxy’s Crystal Lobby,

AP PHOTO

release, the new collection
is designed under the idea
of captivating moments and
messengers of springtime.
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Singer Robin Thicke

COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT

‘Blurred Lines’ verdict likel
o alter music husiness

today, it was generally unders-
tood that paying homage to mu-
sical influences was an accepta-
ble, and indeed commonplace
way of conducting business and
even showing respect for one’s
musical idols, after today, dou-
bt has been cast on where the
line will be drawn for copyright
infringement purposes,” Roths-
tein said.

The Gaye family will seek an
injunction against “Blurred Li-
nes,” which will give them leve-
rage to negotiate for royalties
and other concessions such as
songwriting credits.

Music copyright trials are
rare, but allegations that a song
copies another artist’s work
are common. Recently, sin-
gers Sam Smith and Tom Pet-
ty reached an agreement that
conferred songwriting credit
to Petty on Smith’s song, “Stay
With Me.” The agreement was
reached because Smith’s song

taking the opportunity to be With over ten thousand
the first to see the latest col- shops worldwide, Pando-
lection. According to a press ra designs, manufactures

and markets modern jewelry
made from genuine materials,
to inspire women to embrace
their individuality.

resembled Petty’s hit “I Won’t
Back Down.”

“Unfortunately, today’s jury
verdict has blurred the lines
between protectable elemen-
ts of a musical composition
and the unprotectable musical
style or groove exemplified by
Marvin Gaye,” said Larry Iser,
an intellectual property lawyer
who has represented nume-
rous musicians, including Ja-
ckson Browne and David Byr-
ne, in music copyright cases.
“Although Gaye was the Prince
of Soul, he didn’t own a copyri-
ght to the genre, and Thicke
and Williams’ homage to the
feel of Marvin Gaye is not in-
fringing.”

King, who also represents
numerous musicians, said re-
cord labels are going to become
more reluctant to release music
that’s similar to other works.

“This is going to make them
more conservative, and less

Pharrell Williams

CAM’s Chairman of the Ge-
neral Assembly Mr. Charles
Lo Keng Chio, Chairman of

A jury
determined that
Williams and
Thicke copied
a Marvin Gaye
song to create
‘Blurred Lines’
and awarded
more than
USD7 million to
Gaye’s family

likely that you’re going to have
new music,” King said.

That assertion was mocked by
Richard Busch, the lead attor-
ney for the Gaye family.

“While Mr. Williams’ lawyer

CAM HoLDS 2015 SPRING DINNER

Y 1\

ST

CAM SPRING DINNER

ERE LT ')

the Board of Directors Mr.
Ma lao Hang, Chairman of
the Executive Committee Dr.

suggested in his closing ar-
gument that the world wou-
1d come to an end, and music
would cease to exist if they
were found liable, I still see
the sun shining. I still see the
wind blowing, and I still see the
clouds in the sky. The world has
not come to an end,” Busch said
after the verdict. “The music in-
dustry will go on.”

So too will Williams’ career,
said Joe Levy, editor-at-large at
Billboard.

“For Pharrell the story moves
on,” Levy said. “It will move on
quickly.”

Williams is a seven-time
Grammy Award winner who-
se songs that he’s either per-
formed or produced have sold
more than 100 million copies
worldwide. His hit “Happy” has
helped make him a household
name, as has his work as a ju-
dge on NBC’s singing competi-
tion show, “The Voice.” AP

Deng Jun and all staff atten-
ded CAM’s Spring Dinner,
which was held on 4th March
2015 at MGM Macau to cele-
brate the Chinese New Year
of the Goat.

At the opening, Mr. Ma lao
' Hang delivered a welcome
speech where he expressed
appreciation to the mana-
gement teams and staff for
their hard work at Macau In-
ternational Airport and CAM
in 2014, on MIA’s 20th anni-
versary.

During the Dinner, all de-
partments and offices were
granted commendation certi-
ficates, with outstanding sta-
ff being awarded additional
Staff Loyalty Awards, Staff of
Excellence Awards, Recogni-
tion of Collaboration & Team
Work Awards and Safe Dri-
ving Awards.
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RICE differences of
various food products
in the cities of Maputo
and Nelspruit, South
Africa, have shown the existen-
ce of an excessive profit margin
in the Mozambican market,
according to a study released
yesterday in Maputo.

The study entitled “Price
Variations in Mozambique”,
carried out by the Program
for Economic and Enterprise
Development (SPEED), US
organization USAID, in part-
nership with the Confedera-
tion of Business Associations
(CTA), said that this excessi-
ve mark up even exists in su-
permarkets operating in both
countries.

Assessing the price of eight
products — sugar, chicken,
corn flour, tomato, cooking
oil, baked beans, tomato
paste and canned tuna — the
analysis sought to explain
the reasons why Mozambican
consumers purchase goods in
the city of Nelspruit, in the
border province of Mpuma-
langa, located about 200 kilo-
metres from the Mozambican
capital, despite a growing su-
pply of goods to the Mozam-
bican market.

Despite not indicating the
composition of a possible
basket of goods, the authors
concluded that travelling be-

MOZAMBIQUE

Prices higher than
in South Africa

View of puto, Mozambique

tween the two countries to
purchase goods could lead
to savings of at least USD82,
taking into account the cost
of travel in a utility vehicle,
which is around the same
amount.

By operating in the two ci-
ties, supermarket chains
Game, Spar and Shoprite were
selected to serve as a compara-
tive reference, said the study,
which is now available on the
SPEED program’s website.

With profit margins ranging
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from 81 percent to 92 percent
in the case of processed foods
(baked beans, tomato paste
and tuna) and up to 50 percent
for basic foodstuffs (the re-
mainder, according to the clas-
sification of the Mozambican
authorities), the study shows
that the price differences are
greater than transfer costs
from one market to another.
“The price difference is large
enough to cover the costs of
trade, including import duties
and applicable sales tax. In the

case of a formal retailer, this
includes potential customs
delays costs, and compliance
with sanitary and phytosa-
nitary requirements, among
others,” noted the authors.

The analysis also showed
that the devaluation of the
South African currency, the
rand, against the metical,
which has been observed con-
tinuously over the last two
years (currently one rand is
equivalent to about 2.7 meti-
cais) is not being reflected in
the price of products impor-
ted from South Africa, indica-
ting an increase in the profit
margins of retailers.

In terms of the reasons for
the profit margins of retailers
operating in the Mozambican
market, the study notes the
cost of renting commercial
space, “which is four times
higher in Maputo,” as well as
rates of corporate tax, which
“is four percentage points hi-
gher.” MDT/Macauhub

East Timor posts
trade deficit of
USD893 million

East Timor’s prime minister Rui Aratjo
talks with a taxi driver in Dili

East Timor’s balance of trade

in 2014 recorded a deficit of
USD893 million, an increase of
13.79 percent year on year, said
the Statistics Directorate of the
Ministry of Finance on Tuesday
in Dili. The quarterly statistical
statement said that in 2014
Timor-Leste exported goods worth
US$91.96 million, most of which
were “re-exports”, an increase of
13.72 percent compared to 2013.
Imports amounted to US$982.23
million, which was 14.64 percent
more than in 2013, when the
country imported products worth
US$838.47 million. Fuels and
vehicles accounted for the largest
shares of Timor’s imports, with
the main countries of origin being
Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia,
Australia and Portugal.
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Mainland tightens baby formula
rules after NZ poisoning scare
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Matthew Brockett
and Tracy Withers

HINA stepped up scrutiny

on New Zealand baby for-
mula imports as orders for the
product fell, a day after the Sou-
th Pacific nation revealed a plot
to poison baby food.

New Zealand milk powder
must have a government certi-
ficate and an importers’ exami-
nation report to prove it doesn’t
contain the toxic pesticide
1080, China’s General Admi-
nistration of Quality Supervi-
sion, Inspection and Quaranti-
ne said in a statement.

“Our major customer is China
and I think what happens over
the next 48 hours is going to be
critical,” said Michael Barnett,
chairman of the New Zealand
Infant Formula Exporters As-
sociation. “It has the potential
to be disastrous for exporters,
whether they be big or small,
because it’s reputational risk.
It’s about food and it’s about
New Zealand.”

Exporters say they've had
some orders reduced or halted
after police revealed Tuesday
that theyre investigating an
anonymous threat to poison in-
fant formula with 1080 unless
the government stops using it
by the end of this month.

It’s the third dairy contami-
nation scare in two years for a
nation that relies heavily for
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economic growth on dairy ex-
ports, which are worth NZ$14
billion (USD10 billion) a year
and account for 29 percent of
total overseas sales. China is
the biggest customer.
Threatening letters were sent
to Fonterra Cooperative Group

Ltd., the world’s biggest dairy
exporter, and Federated Far-
mers in November, police said
on Tuesday.

Tests of more than 40,000
samples had found no trace
of the poison, the government
said, defending its decision to
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delay disclosure while police
investigated.

“I will continue to buy milk
powder from New Zealand as
I trust its quality and my girl is
used to its flavor,” Isabelle Rao,
a Beijing-based mother, said in
an interview. “I don’t think the

New Zealand government will
let its pillar industry fall apart
and will solve the problem very
soon.”

The poison threat comes af-
ter a botulism scare in 2013
prompted a global recall of
some Fonterra products and
an import ban by China until it
was proved to be a false alarm.

In January that year, Fonter-
ra said traces of a fertilizer ad-
ditive had been found in some
of its milk products. They were
within safety guidelines and po-
sed no health risk, it said.

Milk safety in China became
a major issue in 2008, when
locally made melamine-conta-
minated milk powder may have
killed at least six infants, cau-
sing the collapse of Fonterra’s
partner Sanlu Group.

“We've made it clear to the
Chinese we take these things
seriously and we don’t sweep
them under the carpet,” said
Darren Gibbs, chief New
Zealand economist at Deuts-
che Bank AG in Auckland. “The
reality is it’s probably a hoax
and probably just a nutter and
probably no more risk than you
get in any country.”

Some baby formula exporters
reported their distributors had
reduced order volumes or put
orders on hold, though the-
re has been no ban, NZIFEA’s
Barnett said in an interview.

Police said yesterday they are
continuing their investigation
to find the anonymous letter
writer, who included 1080
samples with their threats.
The pesticide is used to con-
trol rats, opposums and stoats
that kill New Zealand’s native
birdlife, such as the flightless
kiwi. Bloomberg

Joe McDonald,
Business Writer, Beijing

CHINA is reviving grow-
th of its nuclear power
industry with approval of
its first new project in two
years.

The Cabinet’s planning
agency approved cons-
truction of two additional
reactors at a power plant
in the northeastern pro-
vince of Liaoning, a unit
of state-owned China Ge-
neral Nuclear Power
Corp. said in an announ-
cement released Tuesday
through the Hong Kong
stock exchange.

China is the world’s bi-
ggest energy consumer
and nuclear power plays
a key role in government
plans to curb surging
demand for imported
oil and gas. Foreign su-
ppliers of nuclear power
equipment are looking
to China as a major fu-
ture market, though Bei-
jing wants to produce as
much of its own techno-

logy as possible.

Beijing suspended
approvals of new nuclear
plants after a tsunami hit
northeastern Japan in
March 2011, crippling the
Fukushima plant’s coo-
ling and backup power
systems and causing
partial meltdowns in the
worst nuclear disaster
since the 1986 Chernobyl
catastrophe.

The moratorium was
lifted in 2012 following a
review of safety standards
and existing Chinese fa-
cilities. The government
said it would allow only
a small number of new
plants to be built. It said
they would be in coastal
areas and would be re-
quired to meet the most
stringent safety stan-
dards.

The government’s Xi-
nhua News Agency des-
cribed the reactors in
Liaoning as the first nu-
clear projects approved
since the moratorium was
lifted. However, a utility

Beijing approves new nuclear
reactors in industry revival

company announced in
January 2013 it had be-
gun construction in the
eastern coastal province
of Shandong of what it
said was the first nuclear
power plant since the end
of the ban.

Last year, the gover-
nment said it hopes to
generate 30 percent
of China’s power from
renewable sources such
as solar and wind as well
as from nuclear by the
end of this year. That
was up from an ear-
lier target of 15 percent
from renewables plus 5
percent from nuclear by
2020.

The two newly appro-
ved reactors will be at
the Hongyanhe Nuclear
Power Plant, which has
four operating reactors,

BLOOMBERG

according to yesterday’s
statement by CGN Power

Ltd., a publicly traded
unit of China General Nu-
clear Power. The facility
is located in Wafangdian,

about 100 kilometers
north of Dalian, a major
port city.

It said the project still
requires approval by nu-
clear regulators and gave

no timetable for construc-
tion. The brief statement
gave no details of which
companies would supply
equipment for the new
reactors. AP
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Jack Chang and Isolda Morillo

N his small ground-floor

apartment just a few blo-

cks from Beijing’s land-

mark Bird’s Nest stadium,
Chinese language teacher, wri-
ter and do-it-yourself docu-
mentary maker Xu Xing is ur-
gently preserving what he can
of China’s forbidden past.

Traveling usually by himself
all over the country, the tall
58-year-old has recorded hou-
rs of interviews with everyday
Chinese who were jailed, some-
times for years, on the barest of
political charges during the de-
cade-long spasm of social chaos
known as the Cultural Revolu-
tion. Xu has edited that footage
into documentaries that he only
shows to those he trusts, in li-
ving rooms and coffee houses,
preserving for history memo-
ries kept secret for decades.

“I want it so that this never
happens in China again, so this
is my tireless job,” Xu said on a
recent afternoon sitting at his
kitchen-top editing bay. “I tell
the people I interview, ‘Clearly,
I can’t bring you any money or
other reward. The main thing I
do is let other people know your
story.”

With the ruling Communist
Party zealously enforcing its
own version of Chinese history,
Xu’s truth-telling is nothing
less than an act of defiance. The
government has largely succee-
ded in erasing or playing down
whole swaths of Communist-e-
ra history by controlling what’s
talked about in the country’s
classrooms, museums and
books, as well as in other areas
of public life.

Ask the average Chinese un-
der the age of 30 about the 1989
Tiananmen Square massacre,
which scholars say claimed the
lives of hundreds of pro-de-
mocracy student activists and
bystanders in the heart of Bei-
jing, and the answer will likely
be ignorance or at best vague
recognition. The same amne-
sia cloaks other dark periods of
20th-century Chinese history
such as the catastrophic fami-
nes of the late 1950s, widely
blamed on the government’s
push to rapidly industrialize,
and the Cultural Revolution,
which persecuted millions from
1966 to 1976.

Fu King-Wa, a journalism
and media studies professor at
the University of Hong Kong,
said many of his students from
mainland China learned of the
Tiananmen massacre for the
first time through his lectures.

Hong Kong, a semi-autono-
mous Chinese city, enjoys more
freedom compared to the main-
land, where Chinese who re-
search and publicize the past on
their own are often censored or
jailed for causing trouble.

“This is authoritarian control of
people’s access to information.
They want to create a unified ver-
sion of how to understand this
historical issue,” Fu said.

Xu and other secret historians

AP PHOTO

Tsering Woeser, a Ti

ietan poet, shs ol

Tibet, which were taken by her father during the Cultural Revolution, at her home on the outskirts of Beijing

Secret historians preserve past
amid state amnesia

have taken it upon themselves
to preserve photos, interview
eyewitnesses and do the archi-
val work that the Chinese go-
vernment has banned most his-
torians inside the country from
doing.

You Weijie, whose husband
died in the Tiananmen massa-
cre, has conducted interviews
with relatives of more than 40
other victims and stored the au-
dio and video recordings over-
seas. Some are available online.

Tsering Woeser held onto do-
zens of her father’s old photos
of the Chinese military des-
troying temples and persecu-
ting Buddhist priests and offi-
cials in the far western region
of Tibet during the Cultural
Revolution. In 2006, a Taiwan

Memory is
important to
people, and
if the person
is there, the
memory is
there. If the
person isn’t
there, then the
memory has
disappeared

TSERING WOESER

-based publisher put out a book
of the photos.

Others in China run under-
ground history magazines
or preserve their memories
of China’s forbidden past in
paintings.

These secret historians are
exposed to police surveillance
and, in many cases, to near-po-
verty, because they have little
opportunity to make a living
from their work.

Woeser, You and Xu said they
were aware of the dangers they
invited by speaking to The As-
sociated Press, but said they
had already been the targets of
police scrutiny and were willing
to run the additional risk.

“They’re afraid of this,” Xu
said of Chinese authorities.
“They don’t let anybody see
this. This is their crime.”

The Chinese government’s
concerns about historical revi-
sion were spelled out in what
was believed to be a confiden-
tial party document leaked to
the public in 2013 and first
printed in a Hong Kong news-
paper.

The document called out cri-
tics who consider the Chinese
Communist Party to be “a con-
tinuous series of mistakes,” and
warned that “historical nihi-
lism” rejecting the party’s ver-
sion of history “is tantamount
to denying the legitimacy of the
CCP’s long-term political domi-
nance.”

For China’s secret historians,
however, documenting that his-
tory is the only way to make sure
its tragedies aren’t repeated.

Woeser, a Tibetan poet, said
she had wondered as a girl why
her father had taken photos of
the destruction in the region,
especially since he had been
sent there as a Chinese soldier
in the 1960s to help tighten the
government’s hold. Later, she
said, she herself returned to
track down the people captured
in those photos.

“A lot of people have already
died,” she said, seated beside
a private altar she’s built to the
exiled Tibetan leader the Dalai
Lama. “So I think this is a very
urgent thing. Because memory
is important to people, and if
the person is there, the memory
is there. If the person isn’t the-
re, then the memory has disa-
ppeared.”

At different times, Woeser
has been placed under house
arrest for her work. You said
she has also been placed under
surveillance; police are perma-
nently stationed on the ground
floor of her apartment building.
Xu is often stopped and ques-
tioned by local police while tra-
cking down Cultural Revolution
survivors.

What they find and record of-
ten clashes with how the Chi-
nese government memorializes
the country’s tumultuous his-
tory since 1949, when the Com-
munist Party seized control af-
ter a brutal civil war.

In the government’s telling,
the student protesters who fil-
led Tiananmen Square deman-
ding political reforms were lau-
nching a “counterrevolutionary
riot,” and only 300 or so were

killed, as opposed to about
1,000 victims counted by other
sources. The famines sparked
by the Great Leap Forward of
the 1950s, which scholars be-
lieve claimed upward of 30
million lives, are known in offi-
cial versions as “three years of
natural disaster,” with at most
a few million perishing.

The Chinese government has
acknowledged some fault for
the Cultural Revolution, saying
the political purges were “res-
ponsible for the most severe se-
tback and the heaviest losses ...
since the founding of the Peo-
ple’s Republic.” Still, the period
is rarely mentioned in Chine-
se media, and few relics of the
time appear outside private col-
lections.

That amnesia comes at an
enormous price, and not just
for victims who have yet to see
justice or compensation, said
Xun Zhou, a history professor
at the University of Essex who
has interviewed hundreds of
rural Chinese about the fami-
nes of the Great Leap Forward
and other historical events.

Avoiding that history has pre-
vented any move toward the
kind of reconciliation that in
other societies has helped heal
historical wounds, she said.

“If you're going to have re-
conciliation, you have to talk
about things in the open, you
have to face these unresolved
historical issues,” Xun said.
“Now, there’s no national me-
mory of history. There’s only
individual memory, no collec-
tive memory.” AP
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THAILAND
Parents of ex-
princess jailed
for insulting
monarchy

Thailand’s CrownPnce
Vaijiralongkorn, right, with
Princess Srirasmi

The parents of the now-
estranged wife of Thailand’s
crown prince have been
sentenced to two and a

half years in prison on
charges of defaming the
monarchy, in the latest legal
action against relatives of
the former princess, who
until recently was in line

to be the country’s next
queen. The well-publicized
split of Crown Prince

Maha Vajiralongkorn and
his third wife, former
Princess Srirasmi, has been
accompanied by a public
shaming of a number of her
family members, who have
been accused of insulting
the monarchy, a crime
punishable by up to 15
years in prison. Yesterday,
a court found Srirasmi’s
parents had misused the
crown prince’s name during
a dispute in 2003 with a
neighbor who was then
prosecuted on a bogus fraud
charge.

PHILIPPINES

23 Muslim
rebels killed in
clashes with
military

Officials say Philippine
troops have killed at least 23
Muslim rebels in renewed
clashes in the restive south,
raising the insurgents’
death toll in a three-week
government offensive to
nearly 100. The offensive
was launched against

a renegade rebel group
called the Bangsamoro
Islamic Freedom Fighters,
which is blamed for the
Jan. 25 deaths of 44 police
commandos who stormed
the rebel stronghold in
search of top terrorist
suspects. The military
reported Monday that 73
rebels and a suspected
foreign militant were killed
since the offensive began
Feb. 25. Military spokesman
Lt. Col. Harold Cabunoc said
yesterday that additional
73 died when fresh fighting
broke out in Maguindanao
province. Two marines
were also killed and 72,000
people displaced. The main
Muslim rebel group has
signed a peace deal.
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Nut rage flight attendant sues
Korean Air, former exec

Youkyung Lee
Business Writer, Seoul

AP PHOTO

flight attendant who says

he was living her dream
by working for Korean Air is
now suing the airline and its
infamous nut rage executive,
claiming the bizarre onboard
tantrum ruined her career.

Kim Do Hee, the flight atten-
dant, is seeking compensation
through a trial in New York city
after she was verbally and phy-
sically attacked by Korean Air
heiress Cho Hyun-ah, accor-
ding to a statement yesterday
by two American law firms, the
Weinstein Law Firm and Kobre
& Kim.

Cho, a vice president over-
seeing cabin service at the time
of the Dec. 5 incident, was en-
raged that Kim, 27, served her

In this Dec. 30, 2014 file photo, Cho Hyun-ah, former vice president of Korean Air Lines Co., arrives at the Seﬁﬁl Western Distict
Prosecutors Office in Seoul

v

macadamia nuts in a bag, not
on a dish.

After a heated confrontation
with crew in the first class ca-
bin, Cho ordered head flight at-
tendant Park Chang-jin off the
plane, forcing it to return to a
gate at John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport.

It is the first civil lawsuit
connected with the nut rage
case, which infuriated South
Koreans and hogged global
headlines. Last month a Sou-
th Korean court sentenced
Cho, 40, to one year in prison
for violating aviation security

laws, using violence against
a flight attendant and other
charges. Cho, who is the dau-
ghter of Korean Air’s chair-
man, has appealed the ruling
from prison.

The summons filed Monday
with the Supreme Court of
the State of New York County
of Queens said Cho screamed
obscenities at Kim and hit and
threatened her.

She was also pressured to lie
to government investigators
to cover up the incident and to
appear in public with Cho “as
part of an orchestrated effort to

try and rehabilitate Cho’s pu-
blic image,” the summons said.

Kim is seeking compensatory
damages and punitive damages
in an amount to be determined
at the trial.

Kim was unable to resolve
the dispute privately and both
Korean Air and Cho did not
engage in “any substantive”
settlement discussions with
Kim’s lawyers, the statement
said. Cho will be held respon-
sible for the damage that she
has caused to Kim’s career,
reputation, and emotional
well-being, it said.

During Cho’s trial in Seoul last
month, Kim testified that Cho’s
power at the airline was “uni-
maginably big” and she could
not refuse her orders.

She also said Korean Air was
her dream job since she was a
high school student but after
false rumors spread on the In-
ternet about her accepting a
professorship in exchange for
lying to investigators, she cou-
1d not return to work as a flight
attendant.

Both Cho’s lawyer and Korean
Air Lines Co. did not respond to
a request for comment. AP

AKISTAN’S largest city was on edge

yesterday after troops raided the head-
quarters of a well-known political party,
arresting about 20 suspects and seizing
weapons, a spokesman said.

The early morning raid in Karachi, the
country’s economic hub, took many in this
teeming metropolis by surprise, especially
since it targeted a prominent party with a
presence in the national parliament.

The troops seized a large cache of assault
rifles and detained suspects — including
six “known criminals” — from the Mut-
tahida Quami Movement’s offices in the
heart of the city, said Col. Tahir Mahmood,
a spokesman for a Pakistani paramilitary
force known as the Rangers. The force is
deployed to aid police and other forces to
control law and order and militancy in the
violence-riddled city.

The spokesman showed the media heavy
weapons he said were seized from the offi-
ces and for which he said the party did not
have licenses. Mahmood claimed MQM
sheltered criminals and obstructed life in
the neighborhood by placing barricades in
the streets.

Soldiers sealed the building and handed
responsibility for it over to police, he said.
It will remain in police custody until an in-
vestigation is completed, he said.

But MQM officials hotly disputed Mah-
mood’s account of the raid. Party leader
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PAKISTAN

Troops raid prominent
political party HQ in Karachi

Faisal Subzwari accused the Rangers of
killing one MQM worker and said the wea-
pons were licensed and necessary to guard
the offices against Taliban threats. The
party has been outspoken against the Tali-
ban and other militants who have a major
presence in the city. Another party leader,
Farooq Sattar, condemned the raid as po-
litically motivated.

The Rangers spokesman made no men-
tion of any firing. A police officer, Saleem

Pakistani paramilitary troops raid the Muttahida Quami Movement’ offics _ Karachi

Akhtar, said they were investigating the
death of one MQM worker.

The MQM controls most of Karachi but is
often accused by opponents of using vio-
lence to bolster its power. Its leader, Altaf
Hussain has lived in self-imposed exile in
Britain since 1992. The party has complai-
ned in recent months that their operatives
have been targeted in military and police
operations designed to quell violence in
the city. AP
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Laura Mills, Moscow

HE main suspect in

Russian opposition

politician Boris Nem-

tsov’s killing has signs
of torture on his body and was
forced to confess to the shoo-
ting, a human rights activist
said yesterday.

Investigators didn’t confirm
or deny the accusations made
by Andrei Babushkin, a mem-
ber of a Russian human rights
commission. But they said Ba-
bushkin may have broken the
law by making the comments.

Babushkin told The Associa-
ted Press that he visited the
detention center where main
suspect Zaur Dadaev had been
held on Tuesday.

Babushkin said there were
abrasions on Dadaev’s body
and that he had been “tortured
by those who detained him”
and later taken to the Investiga-
tive Committee, where “he was
forced to confess.”

Five people have been detai-
ned in connection with Nemt-
sov’s shooting on Feb. 27. Da-
daev was the only one who, ac-
cording to a judge, confessed to
the killing, though in court he
didn’t admit guilt.

The commission that Ba-
bushkin belongs to is an unoffi-

RUSSIA

Nemtsov suspect tortured,
forced to confess, activist says

cial advisory body to the presi-
dent. It operates under the aus-
pices of the Kremlin, but many
of its members are respected ac-
tivists with decades-long careers
in human rights work in Russia.
Russia’s Investigative Com-
mittee said in a statement that
Babushkin and a journalist
accompanying him had been
allowed to visit Dadaev’s prison
cell only to see the conditions
under which he was being held,
but had broken the law by pu-
blicizing details about the case.
“Such actions may be regar-
ded as interference in the inves-
tigation,” the statement said.
The committee said that this
was “a violation not only of the
rules (of visiting rights) but also
of the law,” and said that both Ba-
bushkin and the journalist would
be questioned by investigators.
The committee, however,
didn’t confirm or deny Ba-
bushkin’s claims that Dadaev
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Zaur Dadaev, one of five suspects in the killing of Boris Nemtsov stands in a courtroom in Moscow

had been mistreated.

In an interview published
with the newspaper Moskovsky
Komsomolets by journalist Eva
Merkacheva, Dadaev said that
he had been detained for two

days with a bag over his head.
“They shouted at me all the
time: ‘Have you killed Nemt-
sov?’ I told them, ‘No,” he was
quoted as saying.
When investigators told him

that a friend who had been de-
tained “would be released if I
confessed, I agreed. I thought
they would save him, and that
I would be brought to Moscow
alive.” AP

USA
Clinton trying to put emails to rest
and prepare for 2016

ILLARY Rodham  Clin-

ton tried to get the rollout of her
likely presidential campaign back
on track by admitting she should
have used a government email ad-
dress while serving as the nation’s
top diplomat — an admission that
sought to quell a political furor that
even some Democratic allies said
she could no longer avoid.

The focus on Clinton’s emails has
jumbled what had been expected to
be a smooth glide toward the kicko-
ff of her presidential campaign next
month. The former secretary of sta-
te had planned to spend March pro-
moting her work on women’s equa-
lity, a signature issue for someone
who could become the nation’s first
female president.

Instead, questions about Clin-
ton’s email habits have domina-
ted her activities in the past week,
following revelations that she used
a personal email account at the
State Department and did so via a
private server kept at her home in
suburban New York.

While Democrats have dismissed
the notion that Clinton’s emails are
something voters will care about
come Election Day 2016, her silen-
ce — aside from a late-night tweet
sent last week — had led several of
her former colleagues in the Sena-
te to urge her to tell her side of the
story.

During a news conference Tues-

AP PHOTO

day at the United Nations, after she
had delivered a previously schedu-
led speech on women’s rights, Clin-
ton pledged that all her work-re-
lated email would be made public
“for everyone to see.” But she also
acknowledged that she deleted tens
of thousands of emails related to
personal matters. She refused calls
from Republicans to turn over the
email server she kept at her home
to an independent reviewer.

“The server contains personal
communications from my husband
and me, and I believe I have met

all of my responsibilities, and the
server will remain private,” Clin-
ton told reporters who crammed
into a hallway to ask questions at
her first news conference in more
than two years.

Clinton defiantly declared that she
did nothing improper in exclusively
using a private account for official
emails while secretary of state.

“I fully complied with every rule
I was governed by,” Clinton said
in the 20-minute news conference
that marked her first comments on
the controversy. AP

FRANCE

Jewel heist on
highway triggers
manhunt for attackers

Angela Charlton, Paris

BOUT 15 armed assailants attacked two vans

arrying millions of euros worth of jewels on

a French highway yesterday, forced out the dri-
vers and sped away, according to police.

Gendarmes and other authorities are combing
the Burgundy region southeast of Paris for the
attackers, after the latest in a string of big jewel
heists in France in recent years.

No one was injured in the attack on the A6 hi-
ghway connecting Paris and Lyon, and the drivers
of the two vans were left at the scene unharmed,
a police official said. The perpetrators escaped in
four cars and the two vans, which police found
burned and abandoned in a forest near the site
of the attack, the official said. The jewels remain
missing.

The official spoke on condition of anonymity be-
cause he wasn’t authorized to be publicly named.

In November, two gunmen robbed a Cartier
jewelry boutique in a tony and tourist-filled Pa-
ris neighborhood, fled police in a chase across the
Seine River, took a hostage — and then surren-
dered.

In 2013, the Cannes Film Festival was hit by two
high-profile thefts. First, a gunman walked into
a jewel show at the Carlton International Hotel,
stole USD136 million in loot, and disappeared
down a side street. Then, two armed men made
off with a haul of luxury watches on the same pro-
menade.

Last month, eight people were convicted in con-
nection with one of the most spectacular jewel
thefts in recent French history at a Harry Wins-
ton boutique in Paris. In the 2008 hold-up, three
cross-dressing gunmen stole about $92 million in
goods. AP



what’s ON

Homage TO0 MasTERS WHO INSPIRED Us
— Works BY 10 Hong Kong AND MAacau
ARTISTS

TIME: 12pm-7pm (Closed on Tuesdays)
UNTIL: May 10, 2015

VENUE: Ox Warehouse, corner of Avenida Do
coronel Mesquita and Avenida Do Almirante
Lacerda

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES:(853) 2853 0026

“THE INNER LigHT: CONTEMPORARY NIHONGA BY
ARLINDA FROTA’
TIME: 10pm-7pm (Monday to Friday)

3pm-7pm (Saturday, closed on Sunday and
Public Holidays)
UNTIL: March 28, 2015
VENUE: Rui Cunha Foundation Gallery, Av. Da Praia
Grande No. 749, R/C, Macau
ADMISSION: Free
ENQUIRIES:(853) 2892 3288

ENCHANTING FLOWERS: ExHIBITION OF MARCO
SzETO’S PAINTINGS

TIME: 10am-6:30pm

UNTIL: March 29, 2015

VENUE: Calcada Da Barra No. 16 R/C LJ A, Edif.
San Chak, Macau

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2896 2820

GRAND TAlPA NATURAL PARK

PARK AND SCULPTURE ZONE: 24 hours
(GRASS-SKIING FIELD: 2:30pm-5:30pm (Tuesdays to
Fridays)

10:30am-5:30pm (Weekends and public holidays)
VENUE: Rampa do Observatério, Taipa

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2888 0087

\WATER AURORA

TIME: 24 hours daily

VENUE: MGM Macau, Av. Dr. Sun Yat Sen, NAPE
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8802 8888

“ONE HUNDRED PHOTOGRAPHERS FOCus ON
Macau” EXHIBITION

TIME: 24 hours

UNTIL: March 22, 2015

VENUE: Level 2 Showcase, MGM Macau
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8802 8888

BEesT-LAID PLAGNES OF SKIERS IN
FRANCE CAN GO BADLY WRONG

/4 _— -

Skiers beware! La Plagne may be a bustling ski resort in
the Alps but a badly programmed bus GPS won’t be able
to distinguish it from Plagne, population 91, and some 700
kilometers away.

When a local Belgian radio station took several busloads of
youngsters to go skiing, passengers on one bus were sur-
prised to wake among southern French vineyards close to
Spain. There is a Plagne close to Spain, and then there is the
famous La Plagne.

Studio Brussels radio station talked to a bus official who
said there were too many Plagnes. “We put the wrong one
in. We didn’t have the postal code.” By Tuesday though, the
wayward skiers had rejoined the pack of revelers.

13:00 TDM News (Repeated)

13:30 News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast
14:30 RTPiLive

18:10  Brazil Avenue (Repeated)

19:00 Montra do Lilau (Repeated)
19:30 Soap Opera

20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:00 TDM Talk Show

21:30  Criminal Minds S8

22:10  Brazil Avenue

23:00 TDM News

23:30 Champions League Highlights
00:45 Miscellaneous

I
CINETEATRO
12 MaR - 18 MarR

Room 1

2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm

Director: Kenneth Branagh

Starring: Lily James, Richard Madden, Cate Blanchett
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 112min

ROOM 2

2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm

Director: Neil Blomkamp

Starring: Sharlto Copley, Dev Patel, Hugh Jackman
Language: Cantonese (English and Chinese)
Duration: 120min

ROOM 3

2.15, 4.00, 7.45, 9.30 pm

Director: Rob Cohen

Starring: Jennifer Lopez, Ryan Guzman, John Corbett
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 91min

Room 3

7.30 pm

Language: Cantonese (Chinese)
Duration: 95min

MACAU TOWER
05 MaR - 18 Mar

2.30, 4.30, 7.00, 9.30 pm

Director: Neil Blomkamp

Starring: Sharlto Copley, Dev Patel, Hugh Jackman
Language: Cantonese (English and Chinese)
Duration: 120min
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1964 HOFFA FACES EIGHT YEARS
BEHIND BARS

The president of the powerful American Teamsters
union has been sentenced to eight years in jail on
bribery charges.

James Hoffa has also been fined $10,000 (£3,570)
for trying to bribe a Federal Court jury which was
hearing a conspiracy charge against him in 1962.

He was accused of attempting to secure an acqui-
ttal on a charge of “shaking down” a local haulage
company owner for a million-dollar contribution to
the union funds in return for 18 months of workforce
co-operation.

This was Hoffa’s first conviction - although he has
now stood trial on four previous occasions. Past
charges include trying to bribe a lawyer to spy on a
Senate Committee and tapping the telephones of his
subordinates in the Detroit office of his union.

Hoffa will remain free on bail pending an appeal.

If the sentence is upheld, it could mean the loss of
his job as head of the 1.7 million-strong American
Teamsters union - the nation’s largest.

US District Judge Frank Wilson told Hoffa: “You
stand here convicted of corrupting the administration
of justice, of having struck at the foundation of this
nation. Without fair, lawful administration of justice,
there would be no civilisation in this country.”

Hoffa replied: “I am not guilty. | believe this will be
substantiated when the evidence is ultimately consi-
dered coolly and calmly.”

Hoffa and three others were found guilty on 4 March
of trying to fix a jury which could not agree on a ver-
dict in his 1962 trial on a conspiracy charge.

The other three have been sentenced to three
years each. They have not received fines. They in-
clude Ewing King, former president of the Nashville
Teamsters local; Larry Campbell, a Detroit Teamsters
official and Thomas Ewing Parks, a handyman from
Nashville.

Grounds for appeal include allegations that US mar-
shals plied the jury with alcohol. Staff of the hotel
where several jurors were confined during the trial
have supported these claims.

As head of the Teamsters union, Hoffa commands a
salary of $75,000, has an unlimited expense account
and presides over an empire with pension and welfa-
re funds worth $1bn.

Hoffa and Attorney General Robert Kennedy have
had a running feud for years.

Mr Kennedy later issued a statement congratulating
the prosecutors who won the conviction.

Courtesy BBC News

In July 1964, Hoffa was found guilty of misusing the union’s
pension funds. He appealed against this conviction as well.
Hoffa was re-elected president of the lorry drivers’ union in
July 1966 - despite two prison sentences totalling 13 years
hanging over him.

He was also voted a big salary increase taking him to
$100,000 and making him the highest-paid trade unionist in
the country.

He commanded immense loyalty from Teamsters members for
whom he had won significant overtime and fringe benefits.
The convictions against Hoffa were upheld and he served four
years in prison, during which time he lost his job as Teamsters
president.

On his release, he began working to regain the leadership but
vanished in mysterious circumstances in 1975. He has not
been seen since.

Investigators believe he may have been the victim of a feud
within the world of organised crime.
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OUR STARS

Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19

You're somewhat irritated with one
of the people in your life — and
they are sure to know all about it
by the time you’re done with them!
The good news is that you patch it
all up quickly afterward.

Gemini

May 21-Jun. 21

Focus on your friends and family
today — or maybe your closest
business contacts, if work is a high
priority right now. You should be
able to get folks to see things your
way soon.

8 Taurus

April 20-May 20

You can't let yourself lecture people
today — tempting as that may be.
Nobody wants to hear how wrong
they are, even if nothing can get
done until they backtrack. Wait for
a better day.

g Cancer

Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Try not to make a big deal out of
today’s choice — and how torn you
are. Things are looking good, as long
as you can keep your options open
for one more day. Things should
make a lot more sense tomorrow.
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impulse! Your people may not have  people. Don’t let anyone convince Harbin 20 1 clear/overcast
the stamina to keep up with you, but  you to try to force your point of view T T|5 o
you can tell them all about it later. on the world! 7T 4 q Tianjin -1 10 clear
. B I Urumgi -3 1 clear/cloudy
n Libra Scorpio a4 1 2 6|7 y
X 3 9 6 4 Xi’an 4 7 overcast/cloudy
|
Sep.23-Oct. 22 Oct. 23 - Nov. 21 6 5 4 8 Lhasa -1 1 clear
You've got to stick with whateveris  You feel larger than life — so act like 3 2 1 8 5 Chengdu 8 10 drizzle/cloudy
on your plate right now. The good it! You may get lost in the crowd :
news is that you should be able to  of others who are also trying to ] i 8 Chongaing 12 12 overcast
glide right through today’s projects,  impress the world, but that’s okay. If | 1B 2 Kunming 8 23 clear
creating room for whatever is  anything, you may surprise them all .
coming down tomorrow. in the end! Nanjing -1 4 clear
] . ] Shanghai 3 6 cloudy
} Sag'tta"us Capricorn Medi Hard Wuhan 4 4 overcast/cloudy
edium
Nov. 22-Dec. 21 Dec. 22-Jan. 19 Hangzhou 3 < . cloudy
You can bring a smile to almost any ~ You are moving at much greater 2 6|3 3 1 Taipei 12 22 drizzle/moderate rain
face today — so start .with yours!  speed today — so .mu.ch so that you 4 a1 7 2 Guangzhou 13 18 overcast/drizzle
You find that one particular act of  may leave your allies in the dust! It’s
kindness is repaid really quickly, not the best time to expect support, 5 6 4 5 Hong Kong 15 19 cloudy
though there’s no reason to stop  but you can still get plenty done on 5 1 B 8
there, of course. your own.
7 4 1
MM Aquarius )( Pisces 45
3 a8 g 7 2
Jan. 20-Feb. 18 Feb.19-Mar. 20 il P Moscow -3 6 flurry/sleet
It's a day of communion —whichcan ~ Take care to just keep it quiet today 4 8 Frankfurt -1 11 sleet/drizzle
mean different things to different — you may want to shake someone 9 ] B Pari 0 12 leet/cl
people. You may feel spiritual, or by the collar until they straighten aris sleevciear
you may need to spend time in the  out, but that’s not going to mé}ke London 2 9 cloudy
company of those whose values anyone happy. Things are looking ]
New York 0 9 moderate rain

match yours.
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Pou Kei Unit A Tong Cheng Hin ,Unit D Roof Top Investment Apartment Millennium Court Tower 1

Macau Macau Macau Unit F,Macau
FOR SAL E 870sq ft / HKD 5.3M 396 sq ft / HKD 3.3M 799 sq ft / HKD 5.623M 1,501sq ft/ HKD 15.23M
HKD 5,747sq ft HKD 8,333sq ft HKD 8,800sq ft HKD 10,000sq ft

www.JMLProperty.com Rare Chance to Buy a View

Ref: 14095414

Carpark Available
Ref: 14075407

Low Floor Apartment
Ref: 15015430

Apartment with Rooftop
Ref: 14075408
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property
Jnl J

Tou Un
Taipa
1 Bedroom Apartment
Great Location
HKD 12,500/ 686 sq ft
Ref: 14050418

Plum Court
Ocean Gardens, Taipa
2 Bedrooms Apartment
Viewing by Appointment
HKD 20,000 / 1,290 sq ft
Ref: 15020467

La Bahia Studio Apartment The Manhattan, Unit D Taipa
Macau Taipa
Studio Apartment 4 Bedrooms Apartment
5 Stars Condo Luxury Residence
HKD 16,500 / 434 sq ft HKD 36,000 / 2,488 sq ft
Ref: 15020470 Ref: 15015429

FOR RENT

More info, please contact us
Info@JMLproperty.Com

(853) 2835 2699 Office
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CRICKET

Sangakkara retiring from ODIs

in style at World Cup

Dennis Passa
Sports Writer

UMAR Sangakkara's re-

ord-setting performance

at the Cricket World Cup just

might help Sri Lanka move past

its runner-up status at the last
two tournaments.

Sangakkara, @who scored
124 runs Yyesterday against
Scotland, became the first bats-
man to score hundreds in four
consecutive one-day internatio-
nals. He combined with Tillaka-
ratne Dilshan (104) in a 195-
run, second-wicket partnership
as Sri Lanka posted 363-9 on
the way to a 148-run win.

"Sometimes things just fall
into place, everything clicks,"
Sangakkara said while accep-
ting man-of-the-match honors
at Hobart, Australia.

"It's difficult to pinpoint it.
Maybe it's because I'm making
a lot of better decisions, the ri-
ght decisions at the right time,
taking risks at the right time,
being more calculated, being a

AD b

bit more positive. I don't know
what that one thing is, but wha-
tever it is, it's working for me at
the moment, and I'd like to hold
on to that for as long as I can."”

Sri Lanka completed its pool
games with a 4-2 record, and
looks like it will face South
Africa in the quarterfinals next
week in Sydney. Sri Lanka won
the World Cup in 1996, and lost
the finals in 2007 to Australia
and in 2011 to India.

Sangakkara also passed Adam
Gilchrist (52) at the top of the
list of most dismissals by a wi-
cketkeeper in World Cup mat-
ches, with 54. He also passed
500 ODI dismissals.

He earned the praise of his
teammates after the match.

"Itis a great experience to play
with Kumar," Dilshan said. "I
hope we can continue to bat as
long as possible together, and
keep on producing the big part-
nerships."

Opener Lahiru Thirimanne
was equally as effusive.

"We are all privileged to sha-

re the same dressing room with
him," Thirimanne said. "It is
fantastic he is playing so won-
derfully at the moment, and ho-
pefully he continues his form in
the quarterfinals.”

Scotland lost opener Kyle
Coetzer, caught and bowled by
Lasith Malinga, on the second
ball of the innings, and never
threatened to win its first Wor-
Id Cup match in 13 attempts.
The Scots were bowled out for
215 runs in the 44th over. Fre-
ddie Coleman (70) and captain
Preston Mommson (60) put on
a fourth-wicket century part-
nership in the only bright spot
for Scotland.

On Thursday, South Africa
plays the United Arab Emirates
at Wellington, New Zealand,
and skipper AB de Villiers says
his team must win its final
Pool B match to be assured of
making the quarterfinals.

Second-place South Africa has
been inconsistent so far, twice
scoring 400-plus runs in big
wins over the West Indies, Zim-

AP PHOTO

Kumar Sangakkara

babwe and Ireland, but losing
to India and Pakistan.

A win against bottom-place
UAE would all but guarantee
South Africa a second-place
finish in Pool B behind India.
Should it suffer a major shock,
South Africa would likely finish
pool play in a three-way tie on
six points, but would be favored
to progress thanks to a superior
net run rate.

"It's a must-win for us, very
important,” de Villiers said.
"We'd really like to get to eight
points and make sure we finish
second in the group."

The 42-game preliminary rou-
nd ends on the weekend. New
Zealand, Sri Lanka, Australia
and Bangladesh have clinched
quarterfinal places in Pool A.
India, with five consecutive
wins, is guaranteed a first-place
finish in Pool B ahead of its final
pool match against Zimbabwe
in Auckland on Saturday.

Pakistan and Ireland, who
meet in Adelaide, Australia, on
Sunday, are in third and fourth
place, respectively. The West
Indies, in fifth place and fi-
nishing against UAE, could still
advance. AP
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Programa de Avaliacao de Servigos Turisticos de Qualidade
Quality Tourism Services Accreditation Scheme

Application Date

2-31/3/2015

FREE APPLICATION

All licensed* Restaurants and F&B establishments in Macau

Four categories:

- Deluxe Restaurant

- First Class Restaurant

- Second Class Restaurant

- Food and Beverage Establishments
*Operate its business in Macau for at least one year (i.e. obtained licence and opened for business before 28th February, 2014)

Application

Application form is available for download from MGTO website http://industry.macautourism.gov.mo or can be collected at :

Training and Quality Management Department of MGTO during office hours

Address: Alameda Dr. Carlos d'Assumpgao, no.335-341, Edificio "Hot Line", 18th floor, Room 1821, Macau

Enquiry

Macau Government Tourist Office - Training and Quality Management Department

. 8397 1522 /8397 1609

& dfcg@macautourism.gov.mo

% Wwww. macautourism.gov.mo
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Times

Dave Skretta
Sports Writer, Kansas City

N a cold night on To-
bacco Road, North
Carolina and Duke
went back and forth
in an overtime college basket-
ball thriller. It was gripping,
edge-of-your seat stuff. Tense
down to the final second.

In short, it looked nothing like
Duke's game against Florida
State nine days earlier, when
the teams missed five 3-poin-
ters, two free throws, and com-
mitted five turnovers all before
the first media timeout. Flori-
da led at that point, 2-0.

"Never seen a media timeout
with a score quite like this,"
tweeted ESPN analyst Jay Bi-
las, an outspoken critic of the
state of college hoops. "Maybe
in baseball."

Bilas is not alone in his con-
cern. Scoring is at a near-re-
cord low this season. Fouls
are soaring. Attendance has
dropped precipitously in many
places, and U.S. television ra-
tings are struggling to reach
last year's levels.

The fact that the NCAA Tour-
nament, starting next week
and long-considered recession
proof, has struggled to build
buzz is perhaps the most dam-
ning evidence of the dire state
of the game.

"I do have some healthy con-
cerns,” said Dan Gavitt, the
NCAA vice president for men's
college basketball. "If the game
continues to go in the direc-
tion it has been the last several
years, with scoring being down
and physical play being up, it
could really hurt it."

That's a sobering assessment
from one of the game's most
important stakeholders.

Attendance in men's Division
I basketball has fallen for se-
ven straight seasons, from an
average of 5,327 in 2006-07 to
4,817 last year. The Southeas-
tern Conference even asked its
TV partners for flexibility in
scheduling to help drive fans
to the arena.

Not that life has been easy on
broadcasters, either. ESPN and
CBS, two networks with a long
college basketball tradition,
have both weathered a decli-
ne in ratings this season. As of
last week, ESPN was averaging

N investigation into
alleged "ghost ra-
ces" and faked results in
endurance racing in the
United Arab Emirates
has been ordered by the
International Eques-
trian Federation.
The governing body

o
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BASKETBALL

Will hard season for college
hoops take luster off playoffs?

Portland's Thomas van der Mars (12) battles for the ball with Brigham Young's Corbin Kaufusi, left, and Jordan Chatman, right,
during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the semifinals of the West Coast Conference tournament

just under 1.5 million viewers
on its main network for men's
basketball games, down about
6 percent from the same period
last year.

The NCAA tried to interve-
ne last year, instituting rules
designed to boost scoring and

Scoring is
down. A lot
of that is bad
offense

BILL SELF

KANSAS COACH

The Tele-

120 kilometers across
the desert.

free up offenses. They have fai-
led to stick. Now, some schools
have resorted to outlandish
gimmicks to sell seats, and TV
executives have been force to
expand pregame shows to help
drive interest.

"We do so many games, you
see all kinds," said Nick Daw-
son, the senior director of pro-
gramming and acquisitions for
ESPN, whose job is to help te-
levise more than 1,300 games.
"There are some played at a
high level, fantastic entertain-
ment value, great flow. We've
seen a bunch. But you also get
a bunch that don't have that
flow, and that don't live up to
those expectations."

has allegedly registered
results with the FEI for

Just consider some of those
games:

— Georgia Tech was held to
28 points by Virginia in late
January, one of three times
Virginia has kept an opponent
below 30 points. In one of tho-
se games, Virginia didn't do a
whole lot better, grinding its
way to a 45-26 victory over Ru-
tgers.

— Arizona and Utah, two
teams with national title aspi-
rations, combined for 46 fouls
a couple of weeks ago. Arizona
star Stanley Johnson went 3
for 19 from the field.

— Think that was a lot of
fouls? St. Francis and LIU-
Brooklyn conspired to com-

UAE investigated for alleged
fake endurance horse races

Faking results could

mit 66 fouls and shoot 97 free
throws last month, accounting
for nearly half of the points
scored.

— In a game against West
Virginia, Kansas went o for 15
from beyond the arc, and won.

"Scoring is down. A lot of that
is bad offense," Kansas coach
Bill Self said. "It is easier to
coach defense than offense,
and a lot of times easier to stop
people than it is to exploit peo-
ple. A lot of coaches feel that
way."

Self is among the faction that
believes college basketball is
still a robust product, albeit
one that could benefit from
a few tweaks. In interviews
by The Associated Press with
more than a dozen coaches,
players and administrators, a
few ideas continually came up,
dealing either with the layout
of the court of the mechanics
of the game.

On the court, several officials
suggested widening the lane,
which would curtail some of
the physical play in the post
while allowing more freedom
of movement. They also sug-
gested extending the 3-point
line to the NBA arc, which
would revive the once-crucial
mid-range jumper.

In terms of game play, the
NCAA is already experimen-
ting with shortening the shot
clock to speed up offense.
Some officials, including Big
12 Commissioner Bob Bowl-
sby, also want to reduce the
number of available timeouts,
forcing teams to play through
adversity.

"With social media, Face-
book, Twitter, you can dissect
it backward and forward, and
you can find something wrong
with it if you want," TCU coa-
ch Trent Johnson said. "But I
think the Final Four and the
NCAA Tournament is still a
great event, as exciting as the-
reis." AP

durance world cham-
pionships scheduled in
Dubai in December 2016.

The FEI acted against
the UAE last month
after an international
furor, when images cir-
culated of a horse with
two broken forelegs

said yesterday it sent
allegations against the
UAE equestrian body
to its integrity unit, run
by former London Me-
tropolitan Police chief
John Stevens.

The claims by British

graph follow wides-
pread reports of doping
and horse abuse in en-
durance racing in the
Middle East. The disci-
pline is popular in the
region with royal family
members often compe-
ting in races of up to

Last month, the FEI
withdrew recognition
for the two remaining
UAE-hosted endurance
events, in Abu Dhabi
and Dubai, on the inter-
national race calendar.

The UAE federation

qualifying races that
were never run. The Te-
legraph reported that
results — with detai-
led interim times and
speeds — appeared to
be copied exactly from
earlier valid races.

put the welfare of hor-
ses at risk by clearing
them to compete at a
higher level beyond
their ability or fitness
levels.

If the allegations are
proven, the UAE could
forfeit hosting the en-

dying at a national-le-
vel race in January in
Abu Dhabi.

The UAE federation

did not immediately
respond to calls and
emailed requests for

comment. AP
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Vox Parva

Benedict Keith Ip

ELDERLY POLICIES MUST RESPOND
TO THE RISING AGING RATE

I recently visited the Macao Foundation — Ca-
ritas Home Care Service section, in an attempt
to understand some of the challenges and
prospects they are facing while providing their
services. The ladies in charge of the center ex-
pressed how their services really help a lot of
people who are in the middle of nowhere — that
is, people who are not able to be admitted to el-
derly homes. The service can help them care for
their elderly relatives at home so that they can
still recover and be well cared for. The service
is quite effective in easing the pressure of hos-
pitalization as well as elderly care admissions.

In the fourth week of March 2015, Chief Exe-
cutive Fernando Chui will deliver his speech
on the policy projection of the 2015 fiscal year.
Maybe it is also a good time for us to make a
few projections from the present state of elderly
care.

Macau and other regions are facing the pro-
blem of an aging population. The UN defines
an aging society as one where persons over
the age of 65 (the “elderly”) comprise 7% of the
population. If that rises to 14%, the society is
called an “aged society”. Once that proportion
goes beyond 20%, it is defined as an “ultra-
aging society” or a “hyper-aged society.”

The previous censuses have shown that the
proportion of elderly people in Macau reached
7.7% in 1981, but in the 1980s a large number
of younger people from mainland China migra-
ted to Macau, causing the elderly portion of the
population to drop to 6.6% in 1991. This did not
stop the population aging and the elderly po-
pulation remains above 7% of the overall po-
pulation.

The latest population projections also pointed
out that the proportion of the elderly in 2031 will
reach 22.4%, which is too severe considering
that one in five among us will be elderly.

Back in 2009, the Macau Government made
clear its policy of giving “a sense of security,
a sense of belonging, a sense of worthiness.”
To this end, the Macao Foundation and Caritas
have joined hands to give round-the-clock home
care services, giving the elderly and the disab-
led more opportunities to live in their own ho-
mes, instead of staying in a hospital or living in
a nursing home. Services include basic nursing
care and management, rehabilitation care, so-
cial work and counseling services, and training
for care-givers for the home.

After more than two years of the program, as
of December 2014, 357 cases had been atten-
ded to. Of these, approximately 60% are short-
term (three months or less), 30% are middle-
term (6—12 months), and about 10% long-term
(more than one year). Generally, after about
three months, a stable home care has been
created or they are able to find alternative care.
Their families are also able adjust their sche-
dule, and the mood and condition of the patient
improves.

There is no time for us to blame the past. St.
Augustine of Hippo has said, “The times are
bad! The times are troublesome! This is what
humans say. But we are our times. Let us live
well and our times will be good. Such as we are,
such are our times.”

While the budget has to be increased to tackle
short-term needs, the Macau government has
to shoulder more responsibilities to reserve lots
in newly reclaimed areas to build more facili-
ties. The government also needs to manage the
socio-economic changes more actively, and to
not solely rely on the existing associations. The
situation will be better if we encourage more
up-to-date and tailor-made services for socie-
ty. New policies have to be more creative and
down to earth, rather than paraphrasing sym-
bols or nice sound bites.

AP PHOTO
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A Mexican Mafia hit man convicted of beating
and strangling a San Antonio woman because she
didn’t pay the gang’s 10 percent tax on her illegal
drug sales is heading for the Texas death chamber.

The lethal injection of 46-year-old Manuel Vas-
quez early today (Macau time) would leave Texas
with enough of the sedative pentobarbital for only
one more execution. At least six more prisoners
have execution dates in the coming weeks.

Texas prison officials, like those in other death
penalty states, are finding it increasingly difficult
to find suppliers to provide drugs for capital pu-
nishment use.

Vasquez was convicted in the 1998 slaying of
51-year-old Juanita Ybarra. Testimony at his trial
showed Ybarra had ignored the gang’s “dime” drug
tax, so Vasquez and two partners were ordered to
kill her.

Flying cars, robot
petting zoo: It’s South by
Southwest time

A MiPosaur, a robot toy that can sense its own surroundings and
environment, and interact with them in a unique and lifelike way

Mae Anderson
Technology Writer, New York

.YING cars and a robot
petting zoo. Mobile walle-
ts and net neutrality. The
most outlandish ideas of the
future and tech trends sha-
ping the world today will be
in focus as the freewheeling
South by Southwest Interac-
tive Festival kicks off today.
The annual Austin, Texas
gathering has a looser re-
putation than bigger tech
conferences like the Consu-
mer Electronics Show in Las
Vegas and the Mobile World
Congress in Barcelona, even
as it has become more cor-
porate in recent years. It’s a
place where a Grumpy Cat
appearance can generate as
much excitement as the la-
test tech gizmo. It brought
Twitter prominence in 2007
and location-sharing app
Foursquare in 2009, but has

THE

since moved beyond the la-
test “killer app.” Last year,
cybersecurity took center
stage as NSA leaker Edward
Snowden and WikiLeaks
founder Julian Assange hea-
dlined the lineup of panels
and speakers.

This year top speakers will
tackle how to bring ideas
that might seem like science
fiction to the real world. Goo-
gle’s Astro Teller, who heads
the tech giant’s X division,
will discuss making some
of Google’s most ambitious
projects, like self-driving
cars or balloon-powered In-
ternet, a reality. United The-
rapeutics CEO Martine Ro-
thblatt will talk about tech
innovations intersecting
with artificial intelligence,
immorality and the future of
self. The Winklevoss twins,
Tyler and Cameron, will be
on hand to discuss what Bi-
tcoin needs to do to succeed

DECISIVE MOMENT
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Trade union members protest in Brussels, yesterday. Thousands of workers and trade union officials

gather in downtown Brussels to discuss possible labour action in the face of measures from the
government that they fear will cut into their pay and standard of living.
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as a mainstream currency.
And former vice president
Al Gore will make his third
appearance at the annual
festival to plug for new glo-
bal climate legislation that is
up for a vote in December.

But aside from the big-na-
me keynotes, festival director
Hugh Forrest says the heart of
the conference is the smaller
panels and competitions.

“We’re excited about the
very strong speakers we
have, but the heart of the
event is really the up-and
-coming people we ha-
ven't heard of yet, people
we'll hear of in the next few
years,” Forrest says. “South
by Southwest is always about
up-and-coming talent, be it
a band or filmmaker or tech-
nology developer, and that
holds true in 2015.”

About 33,000-plus atten-
dees from 82 countries are
expected to flood into Austin
to attend panels, network
and party. Jack Krawczyk,
director of product mana-
gement for music streaming
site Pandora, said the festi-
val is an ideal place to con-
nect with Pandora clients
and others in the tech sphe-
re, particularly because of
its focus on both music and
technology. The company
has had a presence at SXSW
since it launched in 2005
and hosts a “Discovery Den”
with performances by 35 ar-
tists during the festival. AP

AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert
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WORLD BRIEFS

INDIA The Swiss pilots of a
solar-powered airplane on

a historic round-the-world
journey say they want the
people of India to support
their campaign for clean
energy, a day after the aircraft
landed in the country.

PAKISTAN’s largest city is on
edge after troops raided the
headquarters of a well-known
political party, arresting about
20 suspects and seizing
weapons.

MYANMAR-USA U.S.
condemnation of the use

of force by baton-wielding
Myanmar police against
students protesting for
academic freedom comes as
international optimism over
the former pariah nation’s
democratic transition withers
in a crucial election year.

USA The message from
Hillary Rodham Clinton: Trust
me. But she did little to try

to build that trust during a
21-minute news conference
to address why she used

a private email account as
secretary of state.

USA Utah lawmakers vote to
become only state to allow
firing squads if lethal drugs
are not available.

T~
COLOMBIA’s government
took its biggest step yet
toward an eventual end to
hostilities in a half-century
conflict by ordering an
immediate halt to aerial
bombings of guerrilla
camps belonging to the
nation’s largest rebel
group, FARC. President
Juan Manuel Santos,
in a nationally televised
address Tuesday night,
said he made the decision
in virtue of progress that is
being made in negotiations
started in 2012.

KAZAKHSTAN Nursultan
Nazarbayey, the long-
serving president of oil-rich
Kazakhstan, says he will
stand again in snap April
elections. He is all but
guaranteed to win.

UK An off-set dustup has
imperiled one of the BBC’s
most lucrative shows. BBC
News said yesterday that the
broadcaster has postponed
the three remaining episodes
of car show “Top Gear” and
suspended host Jeremy
Clarkson while it investigates
areported “fracas” with a
producer.
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XIN KANG CHENG MOTORS LTD. The Bayview Bloco 4, R/C,C-D, Macau Enquiry: 2871 9838
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JOANA VASCONCELOS
at MGM MACAU

A modern fantasy begins in Macau. MGM MACAU invites the youngesl artist ever to exhibit at Chaleau
de Versailles, Joana Vasconcelos from Portugal, to display her 20 x 35m monumental installation -
Valkyrie Octopus, Soaring over the space, the artwork embraces the stunning 1,008 square meters
Grande Praca with eight elongated tentacles, delivering blessings under her guardiance.
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