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Video of woman abusing elderly 
mother rouses outrage

AFGHANISTAN A Taliban 
suicide bomber strikes the 
entrance to the Afghan 
parliament and gunmen 
try to storm the heavily 
guarded compound, 
setting off a gun battle 
with police that leaves two 
people dead as lawmakers 
meet inside to vote on 
the appointment of a new 
defense minister. Afghan 
security forces repel the 
attack, killing all seven 
gunmen. More on p13

NorTH KoreA Warnings 
are appearing on Instagram 
accounts in North Korea 
that claim access to the 
popular photo-sharing app 
is being denied and the 
site blacklisted for harmful 
content. More on p12

NorTH KoreA’s most 
famous luxury hotel is 
operating normally despite 
a fire earlier this month 
around a raised walkway 
linking its twin towers 
that was widely reported 
abroad. 

S KoreA-JAPAN The 
leaders of South Korea 
and Japan attend separate 
ceremonies in their 
respective capitals marking 
the 50th anniversary of the 
resumption of normal ties 
— small, mostly symbolic 
moves that could signal an 
easing of abysmal relations 
between the key U.S. allies. 

MALAYSIAN authorities 
give a Muslim burial to 21 
human trafficking victims, 
believed to be Rohingya 
Muslim refugees, found in 
shallow graves in jungles 
bordering Thailand. 

AUSTrALIA The Australian, 
Malaysian and Dutch 
governments will hold 
services on July 17 to 
mark the first anniversary 
of the shooting down of a 
Malaysia Airlines plane over 
Ukraine with the loss of 
298 lives, Australia’s prime 
minister says. 

More on  backpage

macau, ‘the market 
of the world’

‘growing risk’ of 
non-renewal

Interview with Maurice-
Richard Hennessy, an 8th 
generation descendant of 
the Hennessy family

A think tank believes that there 
is a “growing risk” that one or 
more gaming concessions will 
not be renewed

T. 25º/ 28º C
H. 80/ 98%

TUE.23
Jun 2015

N
.º

 2
34

0

 P4 P2

40,000 
relocated 
as typhoon 
makes 
landfall

WORLD BRIEFS

 P5

ap
 p

h
ot

o

Local athletes miss World 
University Games in Korea
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I come here two or 
three times a year; 
the market is very 
international

Maurice HeNNessy

Q&A
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Typhoon signal 1 
hoisted
The Meteorological and Geophysical Bureau 
(SMG) yesterday raised typhoon signal 
number 1 as typhoon “Kujira” approaches 
Hainan Island. SMG had said that raising 
a higher signal was unlikely. Kujira is the 
first typhoon to hit China this year. It was 
expected to make landfall on or near the 
southern island of Hainan yesterday. 

Conference on 
Macaology this week
The 4th International Conference on 
Macaology will be held tomorrow and 
Thursday at the old library of the University 
of Macau. Forty scholars from mainland 
China, Portugal, Australia, Japan and 
Macau will attend the event to discuss the 
latest developments in Macaology. The 
conference is organized by UM’s Center 
for Macau Studies, along with the Macau 
Foundation and the Social Sciences in China 
Press. The center defines Macaology as a 
interdisciplinary subject that explores the 
development model of Macau civilization by 
studying its history, culture and social life 
through literature and cultural heritage. 

BNU makes donation 
to support UM’s 
development

The Banco Nacional Ultramarino (BNU) has 
donated MOP10.6 million to the University of 
Macau in support of teaching and academic 
research, the bank announced in a press 
release. The donation was provided through 
the University of Macau Development 
Foundation (UMDF). A chair professorship 
at the Faculty of Business Administration 
will be named in honor of BNU in order to 
show appreciation for the bank’s donation. 
A donation presentation ceremony was held 
recently at UM. BNU stressed in a press 
release that for over a century it has been 
contributing to the development of Macau’s 
society, namely through supporting the city’s 
educational system, and through providing 
students with scholarships. The bank added 
that it has also been supporting other cultural 
and sporting activities. 

Brook Yang

For the past two and a half centu-
ries, “Hennessy” has emerged as 

and remained the ultimate cognac, 
travelling from a tiny region in Fran-
ce to five continents. Hosting the cog-
nac maker’s 250th anniversary event 
in Macau as part of a world tour, Mr 
Maurice-Richard Hennessy, an 8th ge-
neration descendant of the Hennessy 
family, shared with the Times his op-
timistic view of the industry’s outlook.

Macau Daily Times – Is the cog-
nac industry still growing after 
two and half centuries?

Maurice-richard Hennessy – 
Absolutely. In 1870 there were 235,000 
hectares of vineyard in the Cognac re-
gion; today there are 75,000, so there’s 
some space. We are not about to plant 
another 100,000 hectares, but the pro-
duction of grapes and production of 
cognacs can be improved even if we 
only plant 5,000 to 10,000 hectares. 
And there are markets still missing, 
as you have countries that either don’t 
drink cognac or drink very little, so we 
can expect them to open up a bit.

MDT – Where is Hennessy’s 
most prominent market and the 
one with most potential to grow?

MH – Everybody is prominent and 
important. However, one that has ne-
ver disappointed is the US, which is 
huge.  A market with enormous poten-
tial  — which has ups and downs but a 
promising future – is mainland China.

MDT – What is Macau’s role in 
the rising consumption of cognac 
in China?

MH – Macau has been a very suc-
cessful market for Hennessy for a long 
time. I come here two or three times a 
year; the market is very international, 
because it’s not only the Chinese who 
come here to gamble but a lot of peo-
ple who come from other parts of Asia. 
It’s not like Guangzhou, it’s really the 
market of the world, as the world co-
mes here to play, so we have to face the 
world here.

MDT – How do you see the futu-
re of cognac?

MH – It’s a product that keeps to its 
roots while at the same time adapting 
itself to new generations. (…) The futu-
re is: we have to plant more vineyards 
and we have to build more aging stora-
ge houses. We plan to sell ten million 
cases by 2030 or 2035, which means 

Maurice-Richard Hennessy

we need to start today.
In 1985 when Hennessy was 220 

years old, we had sold 2 million cases – 
24 million bottles – in a year; this year, 
Hennessy is 250 years old and has sold 
nearly 6 million cases, or 72 million 
bottles. You can see the growth. It is 
obvious one day there will be a limit, 
because the vineyard can grow a bit but 

the region cannot double or increase 
[in size]. But we have plenty of oppor-
tunities for the future.

MDT – Are there challenges fa-
cing the industry such as climate 
change?

MH – Probably. Climate doesn’t affect 
us today, but it may in many ways. If the 
climate really warms up, we may have 
to plant some new varieties of vines 
and that doesn’t come in one year; we 
also have to think how oaks are going to 
grow, because we need oaks to make the 
barrels and it takes a hundred years to 
grow an oak old in order to make a bar-
rel. But our studies today are more inte-
rested in vineyard diseases that we can’t 
cure; finding ways to cure these diseases 
is paramount today.

‘Macau is really the market 
of the world’

MAURIce-RIcHARD HeNNeSSy
eIgHTH-geNeRATIoN HeNNeSSy 
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SouTH Korea’s Middle 
East respiratory syndro-
me (MERS) outbreak 
has apparently resulted 

in Macau’s withdrawal from the 
World University Games (Uni-
versiade) to be held in Gwangju 
next month. Some of the mem-
bers from the sporting delegation 
have been notified of the trip’s 
cancelation. 

However, whether or not the en-
tire delegation would not be par-
ticipating in what is often refer-
red to as a smaller version of the 
Olympic Games remains uncon-
firmed. The Times contacted the 
Sport Development Board (ID) 
to confirm the cancelation, but 
no reply was given before press 
time. 

Local athletes who were expec-
ted to be competing in swim-
ming, athletics, badminton and 
judo events have already been 
told by their instructors that they 
will not be participating in the 
Universiade, Vong Chi Ieng, a 
judo competitor disclosed during 
an phone interview. The bien-
nial event is scheduled to be held 
from July 3 to 14. 

“The government firstly con-
tacted our coach, then he let us 
know verbally,” she said. “Many 
of the other categories have also 
been called off.”

Vong also said that most of 
her fellow sportsmen and spor-
tswomen were rather concerned 

pyongyang 
boycotts games 

norTH KoreA has scrapped 
plans to attend next month’s Uni-
versity Games in South Korea to 
protest the opening of a U.N. hu-
man rights office in Seoul, South 
Korean officials said yesterday. 
The boycott shows that the U.N. 
office tasked with monitoring the 
North’s alleged abysmal rights 
violations will be another source 
of animosity on an already tense 
Korean Peninsula. Pyongyang, 
which considers any criticism 
of its human rights a U.S.-led 
campaign to topple its govern-
ment, has called the office a grave 
provocation and threatened un-
specified retaliation.

Local athletes asked to miss 
World University Games in Korea

by the highly contagious flu in 
Korea, which has so far resul-
ted in the deaths of at least 24 
people. “We’re actually quite 
worried about the situation the-
re and the [cancelation] news 
came out late. We have been 
closely paying attention to [the 
outbreak],” said the university 
student.

In a separate phone interview, 
Miss U, a swimming instructor 
from the Swimming Association 
of Macau, told the Times that lo-
cal swimmers would be absent 
from the games and “most likely 
Macau’s team would not attend.”

Lei On Kei, who previously won 

a medal at the 2012 Asian Swim-
ming Championships, wrote on 
her blog that there would still be 
opportunities to participate in 
the games during her university 
life despite feeling regretful over 
the cancelation.

Macau is not alone in its deci-
sion to withdraw from the South 
Korean competition. The South 
China Morning Post reported 
that one-third of the 100-mem-
ber Hong Kong team have also 
withdrawn from next month’s 
World University Games becau-
se of the MERS outbreak.

According to the SCMP covera-
ge, athletes from the neighboring 

special administrative region 
said that the University Games 
posed a threat to their future 
presence in other major compe-
titions.

Gwangju is the leading city of 
the Honam region, which has 
gained attention due to its sta-
tus as a hub for cutting-edge in-
dustry and culture, and as a core 
middle city leading the develop-
ment of South Korea’s southwes-
tern region.

The games’ official webpage 
mentions that the Universiade 
is an international multisporting 
event organized by FISU (Inter-
national University Sports Fe-
deration). Alternating between 
the Summer and Winter Univer-
siades, the games are organised 
every even-numbered year. The 
first FISU World University 
Championships was organised in 
the city of Lund (Sweden) in 1963.

To be eligible to participate in 
the Universiade, athletes should 
be undergraduate or graduate 
students between the ages of 17 
and 28 as of January 1 of the year 
the Universiade is being held or 

have graduated in the year im-
mediately preceding the year of 
the event. The organizers stress 
that, according to their calcu-
lations, “48 percent of Olympic 
medalists are also Universiade 
medalists.” Staff reporter 



 

th Anniversary

23.06.2015 tue

4
 

 ad

chinese say portugal ‘is best country’ to invest 

Guo GuAnGCHAnG, the Chairman of 
Fosun, has said that, “Portugal is the best 
European country in which to invest.” Mr 
Guo’s corporation has already acquired 
two Portuguese companies, Fidelidade 
and Luz Saúde. Meanwhile, the Chinese 
conglomerate Fosun is also investigat-
ing the acquisition of Novo Banco, which 

is the successor to Banco Espirito Santo 
(BES), following a state rescue last year. 
Mr Guo said that his company’s interest in 
Portugal goes beyond banking and insur-
ance. “We are paying attention to all op-
portunities,” he said. The company would 
be keen to invest in tourism, fashion, lei-
sure or entertainment projects. 

MACAU 澳聞

THe Shanghai-based conglome-
rate Fosun has confirmed that it 

has recovered a EUR1.1 billion-in-
vestment, in which it had previously 
applied to buy Portugal’s largest in-
surer, Fidelidade, that already ope-
rates in Macau and is set to pursue 
operations in mainland China.

According to the Portuguese news-
paper Diário Económico, Liang Xin-
jun, Fosun’s CEO informed Portu-
guese reporters in Shanghai that the 
company is investigating measures 
to reduce its debt, namely throu-
gh issuing new shares and through 
selling securities under their portfo-
lio. 

Meanwhile, Fidelidade invested 
EUR1 billion into Fosun’s debt and 
EUR337 million into property ow-

THe Daiwa Institute of Research, a 
think tank based in Japan, believes 

that there is a “growing risk” that one 
or more Macau gaming concessions 
will not be renewed, or that they will 
be renewed “on less attractive terms.” 

Representatives from the think tank 
noted that the Macau government 
will be conducting its 2015 mid-term 
review of the gaming industry, as ga-
ming concession contracts expire be-
tween 2020 and 2022. 

Daiwa acknowledged that the market 
generally expects that all of the ga-
ming concessions will ultimately be 
renewed. 

The contracts of current gaming ope-
rators do not stipulate conditions for 
renewal, but the government has still 
highlighted a few requirements that 
it will take into consideration when 
it comes to renewing gaming conces-
sions, namely investment in non-ga-
ming elements. 

Daiwa noted that the market might 
have overlooked critical terms, part of 
which being that the Macau govern-
ment could redeem concessions prior 
to their 2020/2022 expiration date in 
one of two ways. One way would be 
to give at least a year’s prior notice 
following June 26, 2017. 

Under this provision, the conces-
sionaire would be compensated ba-
sed on the previous year’s EBITDA, 
multiplied by the number of years re-
maining until the concession expires. 
On the other hand, the government 
could also rescind contracts if a con-
cessionaire fails to fulfill its funda-
mental obligations, either by commit-
ting fraud, or by failing to comply with 
government rules. This would result 
in an immediate termination of the 
gaming license, along with the seizu-
re of assets by the Macau government 
and potential penalties, the research 
group indicated.

gAMINg 

Think tanks 
warn of 
‘growing risk’ 
of concession   
non-renewal

Fosun recovers investment 
made in buying insurer 
Fidelidade

ned by the group in Australia and 
Japan. Mr Xinjun stressed that the-
se investment strategies do not bear 
any risk to Fidelidade, and will in 
fact serve to improve the insurance 
company’s profitability. “These were 

transparent investments and were 
authorized by regulators. Fidelidade 
can sell bonds whenever it wishes,” 
he added. 

Fosun International won bidding 
for control of state-owned Caixa Se-
guros, Portugal’s largest insurance 
group. Fosun acquired an 80-per-
cent stake in the company, which is 
owned by the state-owned bank Cai-
xa Geral de Depósitos (CGD). 

Fidelidade’s recent investments 
in real estate and debt are part of a 
wider plan to improve its profitabi-
lity. In 2014, its net income increa-
sed by 62 percent, reaching EUR190 
million. Investments in real estate 
and infrastructure have also increa-
sed. Fidelidade invested in three real 
estate projects that are overseen by 
Idera, a company that was acquired 
by Fosun last year. These include 
two buildings in Japan and one buil-
ding in Sydney. 

Fosun’s CEO stated that Fidelidade 
“will become one of the most compe-
titive and profitable insurers in Eu-
rope within two to three years.” 

Bloomberg reported yesterday that 
Fosun International Ltd. will be ac-
quiring the controlling stake of De-
lek Group Ltd in Phoenix Holdings 
Ltd., which is considered Israel’s 
fourth-largest insurance provider by 
market value. 
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 IAS attributes 
the cause of the 
abuse to the 
middle-aged 
daughter’s 
tremendous 
stress

MACAU澳聞

Brook Yang

AfTer a video clip 
showing a woman 
violently slapping 
her physically han-

dicapped elderly mother went 
viral on Sunday evening on se-
veral social media outlets, the 
Public Security Police (PSP) 
has located the family and re-
ferred the case to the Social 
Welfare Bureau (IAS). Accor-
ding to a PSP spokesperson, 
investigations into the alleged 
abuse closed yesterday and 
the daughter has since been 
transferred to the Public Pro-
secutions Office, suspected of 
the crime of harming bodily 
integrity.

The IAS called a press con-
ference yesterday in order to 
confirm the daughter-and-
mother relation revealed in the 
video. According to the head 
of the Family and Communi-
ty Service department, Au Chi 
Keung, the abused elder, had 
been confined to a wheelchair 
after having suffered a stroke 
and has been transferred to an 
elderly residential care home 
after the exposed incident.

Mr Au attributed the cause 
of the abuse to the middle- 
aged daughter’s tremendous 
stress, as she has been prima-
rily responsible for taking care 
of the family, caring also for a 
brother with intellectual disa-
bilities and an elderly unem-
ployed father.

“Her brother has been re-
ceiving rehabilitation services 
and we’ve granted temporary 
financial aid to the family. 
During our contact with this 
family in the past, we didn’t 
see her showing emotional 
instability. We have sent sta-
ff to provide counseling, and 
by ‘following up the case,’ we 
will not only follow up with 
the daughter but the whole 
family,” said Au, adding that 
the bureau “has done what it 
should have done.”

The official further explained 
that many cases of emotional 
instability and domestic vio-
lence in communities are not 
easily identifiable. In the past 
three years, a mere seven ca-
ses of abuse against elders 
have been recorded among 
Macau’s hundreds of thou-
sands of families.

“There’s always a question 
as to the things [abuses] that 
their neighbors can see, but 
our colleagues cannot [see 

THe Chief Executive, 
Chui Sai On, is hea-

ding the local delegation 
that will take part in a joint 
conference on Guang-
dong-Macau relations, to 
be held this Thursday in 
Jiangmen city. 

According to a state-

coopeRATIoN

CE-led delegation discusses Guangdong-Macau partnership

Au Chi Keung, head of Department of Family and Community Service of IAS (center)

Video of elderly abuse 
floods social networks 

ment released yester-
day by the Government 
Spokesperson’s Office, 
the province’s governor 
Zhu Xiaodan, along with 
other Chinese authori-
ties, will also be atten-
ding the discussions, 
which will focus on in-

creasing bilateral service 
trade liberalization. 

Earlier, the Secretary for 
Finance, Lionel Leong, 
who is also in attendan-
ce, mentioned that he was 
pushing for the establish-
ment of the pilot free tra-
de zone this year.

With the MSAR gover-
nment turning toward 
the mainland in order 
to promote economic di-
versification, the use of 
Hengqin, Nansha and 
Cuiheng will be on the 
meeting’s agenda. The 
annual meeting will also 

address themes such as 
individual visits by yacht, 
environmental protec-
tion, media and culture 
as well as general efforts 
to improve livelihood in 
both regions. Delegates 
will also review the ef-
forts made in the past 

year to bring about coo-
peration. After the con-
ference, both regions are 
expected to ink multiple 
new agreements, and the 
authorities will host a 
press conference in order 
to elaborate on the out-
comes reached.

the abuses]. We may not be 
able to hear the neighbors’ 
views and make the right pre-
dictions. This really tests our 
colleagues’ skills,” he stressed.

It was reported that some of 
the residents in the Fai Chi Kei 
area often saw the daughter 
bringing her wheelchair-bou-
nd mother to the park and 
sometimes heard her scolding 
her loudly. Some have called 

for more attention to be inves-
ted into hidden elderly abuse 
cases within communities, 
and identifying strategies to 
explore how the government 
can better support caretakers 
both financially and psycholo-
gically.

“In this case, the result is 
suspected domestic violence, 
but the cause is social respon-
sibility. Everybody gets old 

and sick, and both children 
and parents may need to be 
a long-term caretaker. There-
fore, this incident reminds us 
to reflect on whether our com-
munity care means ‘care in the 
community and for people’ or 
‘care just by the women care-
takers,’” explained social work 
scholar Cecilia Ho.

Ms Ho noted that many so-
cial policies and services are 

in need of improvement in 
order to increase assistance 
to the concerned groups. She 
said there are a lack of servi-
ces reaching out to families 
that have low motivation to 
seek help, while a set of inte-
grated services assisting care-
takers – which might include 
skills training, counseling and 
household help – have not 
been implemented. Meanwhi-
le, families that demand el-
derly care services often need 
to wait over a year in order to 
secure a place at a care home, 

or alternatively must pay large 
sums for the private ones.

The scholar cited the Macau 
Domestic Violence Legislation 
Coalition’s statement on the 
incident, which states, “The 
government needs to promptly 
complete the definition of do-
mestic violence in the bill and 
stipulate specific content of 
supporting services.”

She pointed out, in parti-
cular, that “financial abuse 
is not included in the defini-
tion [specified in the] domes-
tic violence bill; but for elder 
abuse, it’s very common, espe-
cially for old people suffering 
from chronic illnesses.” “In 
this case of suspected elderly 
abuse, the elderly woman is a 
chronic illness patient who is 
fully dependent on her daugh-
ter. So, this is a case that can 
be charged as a public crime,” 
she added.

Clip gets shared thousands of times 

In the two-minute video that was 
soon shared many thousands of times 

by Macau and Hong Kong netizens, the 
middle-aged woman is seen slapping, 
hitting and screaming in Cantonese at 
the elderly woman repeatedly, as she 
seemed to be furious that her mother 
wouldn’t lower the brake lever on her 
wheelchair. 

A man’s voice is heard yelling at the 

abuser: “If you hit her again, I’ll call the 
police.” The woman yells back: “Then 
call the police!” The person who filmed 
the shocking video then asks the old 
woman, “Is she your daughter?” She 
replies, “Yes,” and someone says: “If 
you hit your grandmother like this, I’m 
going to call the police.” She answers 
aggressively: “This isn’t my grandmo-
ther, it’s my mother!”
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City of Dreams is celebrating 
its 6th anniversary this year. 
The resort’s anniversary cele-
brations kicked off with a gala 
dinner on Friday night that was 
jointly hosted with Hennessy. 
Hundreds of guests were invi-
ted to attend the two-day gala 
to experience the Hennessy 
250 collector blend, while the 
evening was highlighted by 
the Delice Show, an ice dance 
performance.

Mr. Lawrence Ho, Co-Chair-

Jointly organized by CTM 
and the Women’s General 
Association of Macau, a 
health awareness event was 
held at noon on 18 June at 
Putai Vegetarian Restau-
rant, inviting 100 elderly 
from the service centers ma-
naged by the Association to 
participate. Besides offering 
vegetarian food, a volunteer 
team from the Macau Red 
Cross was invited to con-
duct a health care briefing, 
as well as providing basic 
health assessments. During 
the occasion, CTM also set 
up a booth to provide health 
analysis for the elderly with 
digital health equipment to 
motivate their use of infor-
mation technology. 

apm monaco now at the promenade city of dreams celebrates 6th anniversary ctm and women’s general association of 
macau organize health awareness event 
for the elderlyJewelry brand APM Monaco 

is opening its newest store at 
The Promenade, Galaxy Ma-
cau’s shopping precinct. APM 
Monaco celebrated its arrival 
in Macau on Saturday with a 
preview of its Yacht Club Col-
lection, inspired by the South 
of France. 

“We are delighted to welco-
me APM Monaco to Macau for 
the very first time. The brand’s 
inaugural shop at The Prome-
nade is helping to define a 
new level of style for discer-
ning shoppers in Macau,” said 
Alan Walker, the Senior Vice 
President of Retail, Galaxy 
Macau. “There’s always so-
mething new to see and shop 
at The Promenade, with even 
more first-to-Macau brands 
and stylish events coming 
soon.”

man and Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Melco Crown Enter-
tainment said, “As a company 
with deep roots in Macau, we 
are proud to see how City of 
Dreams has been playing a 
key and pioneering role in 
delivering world-class leisure 
and entertainment attractions 
to the city. And with all the 
awards and accomplishments 
in 2015, we are very thrilled to 
be celebrating our 6th anniver-
sary.”

Representatives from CTM, 
the Women’s General Asso-
ciation and the Macau Red 
Cross, together with CTM 
volunteer team members 
and 100 elderly participated 
in the activity. CTM volunteer 
team members sung to the 
participants, meanwhile, the 
Macau Red Cross volunteer 
team conducted a briefing 
on fall prevention, as well 
as providing a basic health 
check-up. 

中葡論壇BUSINESS分析

Brandon Bailey, 
Technology Writer, Palo Alto

TAylor Swift 
has Apple changing 
its tune.

Hours after the pop 
superstar criticized the giant 
tech company in an open le-
tter posted online, Apple an-
nounced Sunday (yesterday 
Macau time) that it will pay 
royalties to artists and record 
labels for music played during 
a free, three-month trial of its 
new streaming music service.

“When I woke up this mor-
ning and I saw Taylor’s 
note that she had written, 
it really solidified that we 
needed to make a change,” 
said Apple senior vice presi-
dent Eddy Cue in an interview 
with The Associated Press.

Apple had already agreed 
to share revenue from 
paid subscriptions to 
the new Apple Music servi-
ce, which will cost USD10 a 
month. But Swift said she 
would withhold her latest al-
bum from the service becau-
se Apple wasn’t planning to 
pay artists and labels directly 
for the use of their music 
during the free, introductory 
period.

“We don’t ask you for free 
iPhones. Please don’t ask us 
to provide you with our music 
for no compensation,” Swift 
wrote in an open letter posted 
Sunday on her Tumblr page, 
under the heading “To Apple, 
Love Taylor. “

Apple has maintained that it 
negotiated revenue-sharing at 
rates that are slightly higher 
than the industry standard, 
to compensate for the three 

Edwin Chan and Lulu Yilun Chen

Apple Inc. takes Chinese 
consumer tastes into account 

when it designs many of its pro-
ducts, Chief Executive Tim Cook 
said, underscoring the country’s 
importance to the iPhone maker.

The company considers details 
including color palettes to suit 
local tastes, Cook said in an inter-
view in the June 17 Chinese-lan-
guage version of Bloomberg Busi-
nessweek, published under licen-
se by Modern Media Holdings.

The decision to offer a gold 
iPhone last year reflects in part 
the popularity of that color 
among Chinese users, he added. 
Greater China, which includes 
Taiwan and Hong Kong, is now 
Apple’s second-largest market 
and has become a battleground 
for the company as it vies with 
Samsung Electronics Co. and 
Xiaomi Corp. for smartphone 
supremacy.

Apple’s CEO made his remarks 
during a tour to China last mon-
th that took him to the com-
pany’s largest store worldwide, 
in the eastern city of Hangzhou. 
In the same interview, Cook said 
the watch is off to a promising 
start and has attracted more de-
veloper interest than the earliest 
iPhones and iPads had.

Developers are working on 
more than 3,500 apps for the ga-
dgets, he said. That’s well ahead 
of the 500 apps available for the 
2008 edition of the iPhone and 
the 1,000 for the first iPad in 
2010, he added.

Greater China accounted for 29 
percent of Apple’s revenue in the 
March quarter, according to data 
compiled by Bloomberg. Bloomberg

Taylor Swift

Cook says 
Chinese tastes 
considered in 
Apple product 
designs

Apple changes tune on 
royalties after Swift complains  

months that it plans to offer 
its streaming service without 
charge.

“We had factored that in,” 
Cue said Sunday. But he ad-
ded, “We had been hearing 
from artists that this was 
going to be rough on them, so 
we are making this change.”

Cue declined to say how 
much Apple will pay in royal-
ties for streaming during 
the free trial period. He 
said Apple will share 71.5 
percent of its revenue from 
paid subscriptions within the 
United States and 73 percent 
from subscriptions outside 
the country, while other strea-
ming services generally share 
about 70 percent.

Some artists and indepen-
dent labels had worried they 
would miss out on opportu-
nities to get a financial return 
from new music that is relea-

sed during the three-month 
trial. Swift said she spoke out 
on their behalf.

Swift wasn’t immediate-
ly available for comment 
on Apple’s change of heart. 
But she posted a reaction on 
Twitter late Sunday, saying “I 
am elated and relieved. Thank 
you for your words of support 
today. They listened to us.”

Cue wouldn’t comment on 
whether she will now make 
her album “1989” available 
on Apple Music. But he said 
he spoke with Swift personally 
on Sunday. “She was very 
pleased to see that we would 
give her a call right away and 
have a discussion,” he said.

Since Apple began selling 
digital music through its iTu-
nes store in 2001, he added, 
“We’ve always loved music 
and have strived to make sure 
that artists are getting paid 

for their work.”
Swift had written in her let-

ter that she found Apple’s ori-
ginal stance to be “shocking, 
disappointing, and complete-
ly unlike this historically pro-
gressive and generous com-
pany.”

While praising Apple for de-
veloping a paid music service 
that will compensate artists, 
she added, “We know that this 
incredible company has the 
money to pay artists, writers 
and producers for the 3 mon-
th trial period.”

The singer and songwriter 
has been outspoken on the 
issue of compensating mu-
sicians for streaming music. 
Last year, Swift pulled her ca-
talog of recordings from Spo-
tify after complaining about 
its use of her music on the 
free, ad-supported version of 
its service. AP
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SouTH Korea and China 
overtook Portugal as the lea-

ding suppliers to Angola in the 
first quarter of 2015, according 
to a quick fact sheet from the 
Angolan National Statistics Ins-
titute.

The document, which contains 
data on the first and fourth quar-
ters of 2014 and the first quar-
ter of 2015 reports that South 
Korea, starting from a very low 
basis, managed to become the 
main supplier of goods to An-
gola with an amount of 137.619 
billion kwanzas.

China, for its part, was second 
with 107.601 billion kwanzas, 
with an annual increase of 134.4 
percent but a decrease of 9.2 
percent on the previous quar-
ter. Portugal, which in the first 
and fourth quarters of 2014 was 
the main supplier of Angola’s 
imports, was relegated to third 
place with 70.033 billion kwan-
zas, which was a year on year 
fall of 2.1 percent and a drop of 
41.3 percent against the previous 
quarter.

In the first quarter of 2015, South 
Korea accounted for 21.5 percent 

MozAMbIque’s foreign debt amounted to USD6.9 
billion at the end of the second half of 2014, which 

represents an annual increase of 17.5 percent, according 
to a statement on the macroeconomic climate from the 
Mozambican Ministry of Economy and Finance.

In turn, domestic public debt on that date stood at 31.540 
billion meticais (about US$839 million), an annual in-
crease of 6.1 percent. The rise in debt was due to the need to 
“cover the budget deficit and the implementation of socio- 
economic development programs that are essential for 
the country,” the document said.

To service its debt in the second half of 2014 the Mo-
zambican state spent 13.5520 billion meticais (US$36 
million) for foreign debt and US$27.548 billion meticais 
(US$73.2 million) for domestic debt .

However, the government of Mozambique announced 
in parliament that is was negotiating the ways in which 
the state endorsed a loan of US$500 million to finance 
Mozambican tuna company Ematum, arguing that the 
repayment period is short.

“Seven years is a short period to pay US$500 million 
even with a grace period of two years, especially at high 
interest rates. We are trying to negotiate a longer pay-
ment period and lower interest rates,” the Minister for 
the Economy and Finance told members of parliament.

Adriano Maleiane said that figure was the amount the 
state would pay of a total US$850 million it borrowed 
to finance Ematum by issuing debt on the European 
market. Ematum, which is owned by the social services 
of Information and State Security Services (SISE), is cur-
rently the focus of a major controversy in Mozambique.  
MDT/Macauhub

MozAMbIqUe

Foreign debt totals 
USD6.9 billion in the 
2nd half of 2014

ANgolA 

South Korea and China 
overtake Portugal as exporters

of all Angola’s imports, followed 
by china with 16.8 percent and 
Portugal with 10.9 percent.

In terms of Angola’s expor-
ts, China remained the main 
buyer, with a total of 878.483 
billion kwanzas, which repre-
sents a year on year fall of 49.7 
percent and of 26.8 percent 
over the previous quarter, ac-
counting for 43.9 percent of 
Angolan exports. In the list of 

buyers Portugal is located in si-
xth place, with a weight of 3.8 
percent and South Korea is in-
cluded in the “other” category.

More than 9,000 companies 
from Portugal currently export 
to Angola and around 2,000 
Angolan companies have Portu-
guese investors, according to the 
Portuguese Agency for Invest-
ment and Foreign Trade (AI-
CEP).  MDT/Macauhub
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 cASS 
researchers 
found the 
lotteries raised 
RMb104bn for 
government 
coffers last year 
but could only 
find evidence 
that RMb40b 
had been 
spent on social 
welfare projects
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CHINA 中國

CHInA’s state-run lot-
tery raised more than 

RMB100bn (USD16.3bn) for 
sports and welfare projects 
last year but a report from a 
top government think-tank 
has raised serious questions 
about where the bulk of that 
money has gone, the Financial 
Times reported on Sunday.

An article by Jamil Anderlini 
in Beijing notes that the state 
run sports and “social welfa-
re” lotteries are the only legal 
form of gambling allowed in 
mainland China and on cur-
rent rates of growth lottery 
ticket sales are expected to 
eclipse those in the US by the 
end of next year, making Chi-
na the world’s biggest lottery 
market.

According to the FT, in its 
recent annual report on cha-
ritable donations, the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences 

YerTAy Nussipzhanov is confi-
dent a Chinese movie that caught 

his eye at the Shanghai International 
Film Festival will be his company’s 
next hit.

The Kazakhstani producer for REC 
Media was full of praise for “Genuine 
Love”, which is based on the real-life 
story of a Uygur woman in Xinjiang 
adopting 19 homeless children of va-
rious ethnicities.

Nussipzhanov believes the hearts-
tring-tugging drama will be popular 
in Kazakhstan if dubbed in the local 
tongue.

He is typical of foreign producers who 
are increasingly interested in buying 
up Chinese films and TV programs, 
as China aims to make its film indus-

Mainland film, TV industry eyes world stage 

Think-tank questions 
state-run lottery spending

try more international through rights 
deals and foreign co-productions.

The latest encouragement of this 
trend came as the Shanghai festival, 
which concluded on Sunday, held a 
symposium on dubbing Chinese films 
into foreign languages. People from 
20 countries and regions attended.

Nussipzhanov said Kazakhstanis are 
hungry for Chinese productions, es-
pecially after a dubbed version of “A 
Bite of China”, a documentary series 
on Chinese cuisine, aired on national 
TV last year.

REC Media is now negotiating a deal 
that would allow Chinese drama se-
ries “Family on the Go” to be shown in 
Kazakhstan.

According to Nussipzhanov, the Chi-

na-proposed “Belt and Road” Asian 
trade infrastructure initiative has 
been significant in both the practical 
side of international media partner-
ships and the cultural identification 
that creates demand for Chinese films 
and TV shows outside of China.

Actor Guo Tao, who plays the lead 
role in “Family on the Go”, said the 
fact it is set in China and abroad helps 
its international appeal.

Part of “Family on the Go”, the first 
TV drama co-production between 
China and an African state TV station, 
was shot in Tanzania.

Shanghai-based film producer Li Yi-
feng said such co-productions would 
become more and more common, lea-
ding to Chinese shows increasingly 

being introduced to the global market.
China exports about 10,000 TV pro-

gram episodes a year. They have been 
sold to more than 100 countries.

While costume pieces dominate do-
mestic TV schedules, international 
markets favor modern productions 
ranging from soaps to talent shows.

During the festival, sources with Sin-
gapore’s MediaCorp said it had intro-
duced over 800 hours of Chinese TV 
programs to Singapore and that they 
all had high audience ratings.

Festival organizers said the event 
had seen Chinese producers engage in 
co-production or program-exchange 
talks with over 30 countries including 
Turkey, France, Saudi Arabia and Le-
banon. Xinhua

(CASS), China’s main gover-
nment think-tank, included a 
section on the state lotteries 
for the first time. Unusually 
for a state think-tank, the re-
port contained some scathing 
conclusions.

CASS researchers found the 
lotteries raised RMB104bn for 
government coffers last year 
but could only find evidence 
that RMB40bn had been spent 
on social welfare projects, 
such as building exercise equi-
pment in public parks. It was 
unclear where the remaining 
RMB64bn had gone.

“These funds come indirectly 
from the public and how they 
are used is a big problem,” 
Yang Tuan, the CASS resear-
cher who edited the report, 
told the paper. “The most im-
portant problem is that the go-
vernment’s use of these funds 
is completely unconstrained 

and a share of the funds is not 
being used for public welfare.”

The state-run lottery did not 
respond to the Financial Ti-
mes’ request for comment.

The report did not explicitly 
mention corruption as a reason 
for the missing funds but the 
newspaper notes that there is a 
spectacular history of officials 
embezzling lottery takings.

In 2012, the former director 
of the Qingdao lottery center 
in eastern China was given a 
suspended death sentence for 
buying a luxury yacht worth 
RMB20m and embezzling an 
additional RMB49m.

In November last year, Chi-
na’s National Audit Office lau-
nched a surprise month-long 
audit of the lottery system 
that found extensive evidence 
of rampant corruption throu-
ghout the country, according 
to state media reports.

“The lottery industry in 
China has had very impres-
sive growth for a number of 
years . . . and when you have 
massive expanding revenue, 
like buzzards the corrupt ele-
ments will gravitate towards 
these places,” said Martin 
Williams, Taiwan-based Asia 
Editor at Gambling Com-
pliance, a research company, 
as quoted by the paper. “If 
this [missing] money is being 
embezzled, I suspect it is 
being embezzled in the same 
way that money is embezz-
led throughout the rest of the 
Chinese government, which 
is a combination of personal 
aggrandizement and network 
building.”

Even when money is not si-
phoned off by individuals, the 
lack of oversight for lottery 
takings often allows gover-
nment departments to treat 

them like slush funds to be 
used for anything they like.

Since the first ticket was sold 
in 1987, China’s state lottery 
has earned revenues of more 
than RMB2tn, with RMB- 
382bn worth of tickets sold 
last year alone, the FT states.

According to regulations, 
about 15 per cent of total ticket 
sales should be used to cover 
issuance and administrative 
costs, 50 per cent should go to 
jackpots and prizes and the re-
maining 35 per cent should be 
used for social welfare projects.

But according to the gover-
nment’s own numbers, pub-
lished in state media, the total 
amount that has gone into so-
cial welfare coffers since 1987 
is RMB608bn, far short of the 
RMB700bn implied by the 35 
per cent ratio (of RMB2tn) sti-
pulated in the regulations.

The central government is 
required to split its share of 
the lottery proceeds among 
various social security and pu-
blic welfare funds and provide 
a small portion to civil affairs 
and sports ministries but local 
governments are effectively 
allowed to spend the money as 
they see fit.
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 CHINA中國

Typhoon Kujira 
makes landfall 

Typhoon Kujira, the eighth typhoon of 
2015, made landfall in south China’s 
Hainan Province yesterday evening, 
bringing heavy rain to the drought-hit 
island. The storm landed in the coastal 
city of Wanning at 6.50 p.m., packing 
winds of up to 90 kilometers per hour, 
the Hainan Meteorological Service 
said. Kujira weakened into a tropical 
storm about one hour after landfall. 
It moved northwestward at a speed of 
15 km per hour, with winds of up to 72 
km per hour. It was forecast to reach 
the Beibu Gulf in the early hours of 
this morning. The island province has 
evacuated more than 40,000 people, 
and over 20,000 fishing boats have 
been called back to harbor. By 7.30 
p.m. yesterday, 63 flights were canceled 
at the Meilan International Airport in 
Haikou, the provincial capital. Sanya’s 
Phoenix International Airport canceled 
99 flights, affecting the travel plans of 
11,000 passengers. Shipping services and 
passenger trains on the Qiongzhou Strait, 
which connects Hainan and Guangdong, 
were suspended yesterday, while high-
speed trains between Haikou and Sanya 
were also halted at 6 p.m. All elementary 
and middle schools in Haikou City will 
likewise be closed today, according to 
the local government. Strong gales and 
heavy rains hit the northern, central and 
eastern parts of the island yesterday, with 
precipitation ranging from 50 mm to 150 
mm. The rainy weather will continue until 
today. “The typhoon did not cause heavy 
losses as the evacuation was carried out in 
advance,” said Wu Yunfeng, Communist 
Party chief of Hele Town, where Kujira 
landed. The timely rain is expected to help 
ease a prolonged severe drought which 
has affected 30 percent of the tropical 
island, causing drinking water shortages 
for 130,000 people and 119 small 
reservoirs to dry up. Kujira is the first 
typhoon to hit China this year. It formed 
in the South China Sea on Sunday. The 
National Meteorological Center yesterday 
afternoon issued a yellow alert for 
Typhoon Kujira. It forecast storms will hit 
Sichuan, Shaanxi, Henan, Jiangsu, Anhui 
and Gansu provinces until tomorrow.

Hong Kong’s 
inflation rises to 
3 percent in May
Hong Kong’s Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) rose 3 percent year-on-year in 
May, higher than the 2.8 percent rate 
in April, mainly due to the increasing 
prices of fresh vegetables, the statistics 
department said yesterday. Among 
the various CPI components, prices 
for electricity, gas and water jumped 
21.9 percent from a year ago, mainly 
because some households had used up 
the full amount of government’s one-
off electricity charge subsidy. Prices 
for housing grew 4.2 percent from a 
year earlier, followed by prices for food 
increasing 2.8 percent, miscellaneous 
services 1.8 percent and the alcoholic 
drinks and tobacco 0.2 percent.  
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Christopher Bodeen 
and Louise Watt, Beijing 

R esTAurATeu-
rs in a southern 
Chinese town held 
an annual dog 

meat festival yesterday 
despite international criti-
cism of the event as cruel 
and unhygienic.

The Yulin government 
distanced itself from the 
festival and announced 
new restrictions, but eate-
ries reached by telephone 
reported brisk business 
during the event ostensibly 
held to mark the summer 
solstice.

Restaurant owners say 
eating dog meat is tradi-
tional during the summer, 
while animal rights acti-
vists say the festival has 
no cultural value and was 
merely invented to drum 
up business.

As many as 10,000 dogs, 
many of them stolen pets, 
are slaughtered for the 
festival held deep inside 
the largely rural and poor 

Eateries in southern 
town hold dog meat 
festival amid outcry

Guangxi Zhuang Autono-
mous Region.

Adam Parascandola, di-
rector of animal protection 
and crisis response at the 
Washington D.C.-based 
charity Humane Society 
International, said he and 
Chinese activists had wit-
nessed dogs being maltrea-
ted in a Yulin slaughterhou-
se on Sunday morning.

“A man would go in the 
cage with a club and just 
start clubbing the dogs, 
just beating them and bea-
ting them, not killing them 
at that point... the dogs 
are screaming and trying 
to get away and it’s really 
heartbreaking.”

He said he was struck 
by “the huge variety of 
breeds” of live dogs, deli-
vered on the backs of scoo-
ters and trucks, on sale at a 
market. “I saw a Dalmatian 
and a chow and many dogs 
wearing collars that indi-
cated the likelihood they 
were stolen pets,” he said.

Apparently concerned 
about the adverse publi-

city, the local government 
disavows any ties to the 
event, issuing a statement 
saying it did not officially 
sponsor or promote the 
festival. It said authori-
ties would tightly control 
public order and punish 
any incidents of stealing 
or poisoning dogs. Traders 
would no longer be permi-
tted to slaughter dogs in 
public, place carcasses on 
display or serve meals ou-
tdoors, it said.

Despite such restrictions, 
restaurant owners said the 
festival continued to attract 
enthusiasts for the dish.

“Eating dog meat is a lo-
cal tradition, it has nothing 
to do with the local gover-
nment,” said a receptionist 
at the Longmen Dog Meat 
Restaurant reached by 
phone.

Parascandola said he had 
met people who had tra-
veled to Yulin to try and 
save dogs by buying them, 
but that the festival was 
proving popular and there 
were lines outside many of 

the restaurants as people 
waited for seats.

Celebrities such as British 
comedian Ricky Gervais 
and Brazilian supermo-
del Gisele Bundchen have 
called for an end to the 
festival, and more than 3 
million people have signed 
petitions protesting it, ac-
cording to Shareeza Bhola, 
communications manager 
for change.org.

Dog lover Yang Xiaoyun 
traveled from her home-
town, Tianjin, in nor-
thern China to Yulin and 
spent about 7,000 yuan 
(USD1,150) over the 
weekend buying up 100 
dogs at a market to save 
them, news website 163.
com reported.

Dog is eaten in some 
parts of China but is not 
a common dish. Owning 
dogs as pets was discoura-
ged under early Commu-
nist Party rule but has be-
come increasingly popular 
among the Chinese public, 
especially the urban midd-
le class. AP
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Eric Talmadge, Pyongyang 

WArnInGs are appearing 
on Instagram accounts in 

North Korea that claim access 
to the popular photo-sharing 
app is being denied and the site 
blacklisted for harmful content.

Opening the app with mobile 
devices on the North Korean 
carrier Koryolink has resul-
ted in a notification in English 
saying: “Warning! You can’t 
connect to this website becau-
se it’s in blacklist site.” A simi-
lar notice in Korean says the 
site contains harmful content, 
though that is not mentioned 
in the English version.

Such warnings have also 
appeared when websites that 
link to Instagram are accessed 
through desktops or laptops 
using LAN cables on the North 
Korean Internet provider. The 
warnings have been appearing 
on and off for at least five days.

Tech support staff at Koryo-
link said they were not aware 
of any changes in policy re-
garding Instagram. There has 
been no notice from the go-
vernment or from the mobile 
phone service to its customers 
that Instagram has been bla-
cklisted. Officials with Insta-
gram had no comment when 
contacted by The Associated 
Press. Instagram is owned by 
Facebook, which is functio-

In this Saturday, June 20 photo, a notification which reads, “Warning! You can’t 
connect to this website because it’s in blacklist site” is seen on both a computer 
screen and on a smartphone in Pyongyang

NoRTH KoReA 

Instagram users warned 
site put on blacklist  

ning normally in Pyongyang.
It was still possible to use the 

app, despite the warnings, on 
some mobile devices. But at-
tempts on others to post photos 
or view user galleries through 
the standard Koryolink connec-
tion have been virtually impossi-
ble, suggesting that some access 
was indeed being obstructed.

It was unclear where the blo-
ckage was originating, how 
widespread it was, whether 
it was a hack of some sort or 
if it had any connection to a 
fire on June 11 at a luxury ho-
tel often used by tourists and 
foreign visitors in Pyongyang. 
Photos of the fire leaked out of 
the country and were carried 
widely by media around the 
world. But the fire has not yet 
been reported by the North’s 
state-run media.

Although the Internet and 
any kind of social media re-
main off- limits to virtually all 
North Koreans, North Korea 
decided in 2013 to allow foreig-

ners in the country to use 3G 
on their mobile phones, which 
generally require a local SIM 
card to get onto the Koryolink 
mobile carrier network.

That opened the door for 
them to surf the net and to 
post to social media such as 
Facebook, Twitter and Insta-
gram. More recently, even li-
ve-streaming video had been 
posted using the new Twitter 
app Periscope.

Besides Facebook, Twitter 
and other social media sites 
were also functioning nor-
mally. Other websites were 
viewable as usual even on mo-
bile phones on which Insta-
gram was not functioning.

It is estimated that more than 
2 million North Koreans now 
use mobile phones, but with 
few exceptions they are not 
allowed to access the Internet, 
meaning the mobile service is 
available primarily to foreign 
visitors, residents and busi-
nesspeople in the country.

Photos from the North on 
Instagram posted by foreig-
ners — though regular users 
are very few in number — pro-
vide a rare window on daily life 
in North Korea. But they have 
also posed a quandary for Nor-
th Korean officials who are hi-
ghly concerned about the flow 
of information and images in 
and out of the country. AP
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Rahim Faiez and Amir Shah, Kabul 

THe Taliban launched 
a complex attack on 
the Afghan parlia-
ment yesterday, with 

a suicide car bomber striking 
at the entrance and gunmen 
battling police as lawmakers 
were meeting inside to confirm 
the appointment of a defense 
minister, police and witnesses 

Andi Jatmiko and Niniek Karmini, Jakarta 

An Indonesian court yesterday denied 
the final appeal of a French national 

who faces execution for drug offenses, se-
tting the stage for diplomatic retaliation 
by France after executions of other fo-
reigners strained relations with Australia 
and Brazil.

The administrative court in Jakarta said 
it could not overturn a presidential rejec-
tion of clemency for Serge Atlaoui, citing 
a lack of judicial authority.

His case has drawn national attention 
in France, which vigorously opposes the 
death penalty. Muslim majority Indone-
sia takes a hardline stance against drug 
crimes and resumed executions in 2013. 
So far this year it has executed 14 people, 
mostly foreigners, convicted in drug ca-
ses. Officials justify the death penalty by 
pointing to the estimated 18,000 young 
Indonesians who die each year from drug 
use.

Presiding judge Ujang Abdullah said the 

pAKISTAN

Nearly 150 die 
of heatstroke in 
Karachi 

Nearly 150 people have died 
from heatstroke in the southern 
Pakistani port city of Karachi 
in the last two days, officials 
said yesterday. Hospital reports 
confirm at least 148 deaths, said 
the city’s health director, Zafar 
Ejaz. Hundreds more are being 
treated for heat-related ailments, 
including fever and dehydration, 
said Seemi Jamali, a spokeswoman 
for Jinnah Hospital. She added 
that most of the deaths have been 
among elderly people. Karachi 
has been in the grip of a rare heat 
wave, with temperatures soaring 
to 45 degrees Celsius. A collapse 
of the local power grid over the 
weekend made matters worse. 
The heat wave is the worst in at 
least a decade, but the arrival of 
monsoon rains in the coming days 
should bring relief, meteorologist 
Mohammad Hanif said. Health 
officials have advised people to 
stay out of the sun and drink more 
fluids.

MAlAySIA 

Rights group 
slams Muslim 
court for 
prosecuting 
transgenders 
Human Rights Watch yesterday 
criticized a Malaysian Islamic 
court for fining nine Muslim 
transgender women for cross-
dressing and jailing two of them 
for a month. Religious authorities 
in northeastern Kelantan state 
arrested the group in a raid on 
June 16 and they pleaded guilty 
the next day, the New York-based 
watchdog said in a statement. 
Their lawyer has filed an appeal 
and the two sentenced to jail 
were released on bail pending 
the outcome, it said. “The raid is 
the latest incident in a pattern of 
arbitrary arrests and harassment 
of transgender women in 
Malaysia,” it said. Human Rights 
Watch has called Muslim-majority 
Malaysia one of the world’s worst 
countries for transgender people 
as they face constant harassment, 
sexual abuse and arrest by 
Islamic authorities. Since the 
1980s, every state has passed 
Shariah criminal enactments that 
institutionalize discrimination 
against transgender people. All 13 
Malaysian states prohibit Muslim 
men from “dressing as women,” 
while three states also criminalize 
“women posing as men,” it said.

Afghan security forces stand guard near to the dead bodies of Taliban attackers after clashes in front of the Parliament, in Kabul

Serge Atlaoui, center, a French national who is on 
death row after being convicted of drug offences, is 
escorted by armed police officers

INDoNeSIA 

Court rejects appeal of Frenchman 
facing execution

court has no capacity to rule on the case 
since granting clemency is the prerogati-
ve right of the president.

“The President’s right to grant clemency 
is granted by the constitution while the 
authority of the Administrative Court is 
just to judge on decrees issued by admi-
nistrative officials,” Abdullah said.

Lawyers for Atlaoui, 51, made the last-
ditch appeal which had little chance of 
success after President Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo denied clemency in December. 
Prosecutors dismissed the legal maneu-
vering as only an effort to buy time but 
did not try to block the appeal. Officials 
have been at pains to show Atlaoui was 
not denied any of his rights under Indo-
nesian law after France’s foreign minister 
Laurent Fabius condemned the handling 
of his case.

French President Francois Hollande 
has warned of diplomatic consequences 
and possible economic fallout if Atlaoui 
is executed.

The Frenchman was arrested in 2005 for 

involvement in an ecstasy factory on the 
outskirts of Jakarta. His lawyers say he 
was employed as a welder at the factory 
and did not understand what the chemi-
cals on the premises were used for. AP

AfgHANISTAN

Taliban suicide bomber, 
gunmen attack parliament  

said.
Interior Ministry spokes-

man Sediq Sediqqi said the 
attack began with a car bomb 
explosion near the entrance. 
Gunmen then attempted to 
storm the compound but were 
pushed back by security forces 
and eventually took refuge in 
a nearby building under cons-
truction, he said.

Sediqqi later said all seven 

attackers were killed by police. 
He said no members of par-
liament were wounded in the 
incident. “It is over now,” he 
said.

Health Ministry spokesman 
Mohammad Ismail Kahousi 
said 18 civilians were woun-
ded, including two women and 
two children.

Sidiqa Mubarez, a member 
of parliament, said the buil-

ding was rocked by a large ex-
plosion and that some people 
were wounded by flying glass. 
She said the explosion happe-
ned shortly after Masoom Sta-
nekzai had arrived to be con-
firmed as defense minister, a 
post that has been vacant for 
nine months.

The Taliban said in a state-
ment that they carried out a 
suicide bombing outside par-
liament.

An Associated Press reporter 
heard heavy gunfire outside 
the parliament and saw black 
smoke billowing from the en-
trance as ambulances raced to 
the scene. The reporter later 
heard sporadic shooting from 
the building where the mili-
tants were said to be holed up.

Just down the street, hun-
dreds of children were evacua-
ted from a school.

Taliban insurgents have lau-
nched complex attacks on go-
vernment targets in the capital 
in the past.

The insurgents have also 
been advancing across the 
country’s north, capturing two 
districts of the Kunduz provin-
ce in as many days.

Afghan forces have struggled 
to fend off Taliban advances 
since the U.S. and NATO com-
bat mission officially conclu-
ded at the end of last year. AP
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A much-awaited United Na-
tions report into the 2014 

Gaza war released yesterday 
found that both Israel and the 
Palestinians may have commi-
tted war crimes.

The commission said it ga-
thered “substantial informa-
tion pointing to serious viola-
tions of international huma-
nitarian law and international 
human rights law” by both 
sides. In some cases, it added, 
these violations may amount 
to war crimes.

“The extent of the devasta-
tion and human suffering in 
Gaza was unprecedented and 
will impact generations to 
come,” said Mary McGowan 
Davis, the chair of the com-
mission. “There is also on-
going fear in Israel among 
communities who come under 
regular threat.”

Israel launched its offensi-
ve last July 8 in response to 
heavy rocket fire from Hamas 
and other militant groups. 
The rocket fire had escalated 
after Israel carried out a wave 
of arrests in the West Bank 

David Rising and 
Kirsten Grieshaber, Berlin 

THe Al-Jazeera jour-
nalist who was de-

tained in Berlin on an 
Egyptian arrest warrant 
has been released from 
custody, a spokesman for 
the Berlin prosecutors’ 
office said yesterday.

Stefan Stoehr said Ah-
med Mansour “is free,” 
but could not immedia-
tely provide any more 
details.

The well-known 52-year
-old journalist was de-
tained Saturday on an 
Egyptian warrant at Ber-
lin’s Tegel airport as he 
tried to board a Qatar 
Airways flight to Doha. 
A dual Egyptian-British 
citizen, he was convicted 
in absentia in Egypt on 
charges that his lawyers 
and reporters’ groups 
call politically motivated.

Mansour’s attorney Pa-

trick Teubner said that 
it was his understanding 
that there were no strin-
gs attached to his client’s 
release and that there 
were no further charges 
or legal matters pending 
against him in Germany.

“I think that was abso-
lutely the right decision,” 
Teubner told The Asso-
ciated Press. “There was 
no other alternative.”

Dozens of demonstra-
tors gathered outside 
the justice building be-
fore Mansour was relea-
sed, carrying signs with 
slogans including “stop 
the bloodbath in Egypt” 
and “freedom for Ahmed 
Mansour.”

After news broke of his 
release, Al-Jazeera Ge-
neral Manager Yasser 
Abu Hilala spoke to the 
broadcaster in a studio 
in Qatar saying “this is a 
happy day.”

“It is a victory for the 

freedom of the press in 
the face of authorities,” 
he said.

German Justice Mi-
nistry spokesman Piotr 
Malachowski said Man-
sour had been picked up 
on the basis of a request 
from Interpol, which had 
gone through his mi-
nistry and the Foreign 
Ministry and then was 
routinely passed along to 
federal police.

Mansour’s detention is 
the latest in a long series 
of legal entanglements 
between Egypt and sa-
tellite news channels. 
According to court docu-
ments, he was sentenced 
in absentia to 15 years 
in prison, alongside two 
Muslim Brotherhood 
members and an Isla-
mic preacher, for allege-
dly torturing a lawyer in 
Tahrir Square in 2011, a 
charge both he and the 
channel rejects. AP

Jamey Keaten, Luxembourg 

THe European Union launched a 
naval operation yesterday to try to 

stop human-traffickers from bringing 
migrants across the Mediterranean to 
Europe in unseaworthy boats, a lucra-
tive and at times deadly practice.

More than 100,000 migrants have 
entered Europe so far this year, with 
some 2,000 dead or missing during 
the perilous quest to reach the con-
tinent. Dozens of boats set off from 
lawless Libya each week, with Italy 
and Greece bearing the brunt of the 
surge.

The naval operation, which was 
officially launched by EU foreign 
ministers meeting in Luxembourg, 
will operate in international waters 
and airspace until the EU can secu-
re a U.N. Security Council resolution 
endorsing its effort and permission 
from Libyan officials to enter their 
territory.

“We will start implementing the first 
phase of the operation in the coming 
days. This covers information-gathe-
ring and patrolling on the high seas to 
support the detection and monitoring 

of smuggling networks,” said EU fo-
reign policy chief Federica Mogherini.

“The targets are not the migrants. 
The targets are those that are making 
money on their lives and too often on 
their deaths,” she told reporters.

The EU aims to “dismantle the bu-
siness model” of the traffickers by 
destroying their boats, she said. But 
the U.N. has been slow to endorse 
the operation amid criticism from 
refugee groups that the move will 
only deprive migrants fleeing pover-
ty and conflict of a major way to es-
cape, rather than address the roots 
of the problem.

Libya’s divided factions have also 
been reluctant to approve any ope-
ration in its waters or on land, which 
means that the transition to more ro-
bust phases of the naval mission could 
take months.

A senior EU diplomatic official, 
speaking on condition of anonymity 
so as to provide operational details, 
said five naval units led by Italian light 
aircraft carrier Cavour will be joined 
by two submarines, three maritime 
surveillance planes, two drones and 
two helicopters for the operation. AP

In this July 29, 2014 file photo, smoke and fire from an Israeli strike rise over Gaza City

gAzA 

UN report: Both sides may 
be guilty of war crimes

following the kidnapping and 
killing of three Israeli teena-
gers by militants linked to 
Hamas.

More than 2,200 Palesti-
nians, including hundreds of 
civilians, were killed during 
the fighting, according to U.N. 

and Palestinian officials, while 
73 people, including six civi-
lians, died on the Israeli side.

Israel, which has long had a 

contentious relationship with 
the United Nations, preemp-
tively slammed the report as 
biased.

A similar report conducted 
by the U.N.’s Human Righ-
ts Council following a 2008-
2009 war in Gaza was harshly 
critical of both Israel and Ha-
mas.

The commission, which pre-
sented its findings in Geneva, 
said the 2014 hostilities saw 
a huge increase in firepower, 
with more than 6,000 airs-
trikes by Israel and appro-
ximately 50,000 tank and 
artillery shells fired. Palesti-
nian armed groups fired 4,881 
rockets and 1,753 mortars 
toward Israel during the 50-
day war.

Palestinians have said that 
the Israeli army violated the 
rules of war, which include 
giving adequate warning to 
civilians, using proportionate 
force and distinguishing be-
tween civilians and combatan-
ts. They have pointed to the 
high civilian casualty count as 
evidence.

Israel claims that Hamas is 
responsible for the civilian ca-
sualties because it used Gaza’s 
residents as “human shields” 
by firing rockets from resi-
dential areas and operating 
in schools, hospitals and mos-
ques. It also notes that Ha-
mas’ rockets and mortar shells 
were aimed at Israeli popula-
tion centers. AP

geRMANy 

Al-Jazeera 
journalist detained 
in Berlin freed 

MIgRANT cRISIS

EU launches navy 
operation against 
traffickers  
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Lorne Cook and Raf Casert,
Brussels 

Eurozone finan-
ce ministers broke off 
talks yesterday without 
an agreement on Gree-

ce’s bailout, saying they aim to 
reach a deal later this week that 
might keep the country from 
defaulting and falling out of the 
currency union.

The lack of a result left a sum-
mit of government leaders later 
in the day with few prospects of 
making any concrete decisions 
on the country’s crisis.

Greece needs more loans from 
its creditors, which include its 
fellow eurozone states and the 
International Monetary Fund, 
in time for June 30, when it fa-
ces a debt repayment it cannot 
afford. The country has been 
negotiating for four months 
what economic reforms it shou-
ld make to get the money.

Ahead of the meetings in Brus-
sels, German Chancellor Ange-
la Merkel and other European 
officials had warned against 
expecting too much yesterday. 
Markets had rallied strongly in 
the morning on hopes that new 
proposals for reforms submi-
tted by the Greek government 
over the weekend would pave 
the way for a deal.

Those gains faded somewhat 
as it became clear that a deal 

An anti-austerity protester waves a Greek flag above a banner which reads: “The other 
Europe with Tsipras” during a rally in front of the parliament in Athens on Sunday

gReeK cRISIS

Eurozone finance chiefs look 
for deal later this week

would have to wait a little lon-
ger yet. After trading 8 percent 
higher earlier, the main Greek 
stock index was up about 5 per-
cent. The Stoxx 50 index of ma-
jor European shares was up 2.9 
percent.

European Union leaders have 
a two-day summit starting 
Thursday and hopes are a full 
agreement can be reached then.

Jeroen Dijsselbloem, the Du-
tchman who heads the eurozo-
ne finance minister meetings, 

said negotiators would be using 
proposals made this weekend 
by Greek Prime Minister Alexis 
Tsipras as a basis for further 
talks. “It’s an opportunity to get 
that deal this week,” he said.

European Commission Pre-
sident Jean-Claude Juncker 
said Greece’s new proposals 
were a sign of progress but war-
ned that “we are not yet there.”

No details of the proposals 
were made public.

Despite the upbeat mood in 
markets, tension was palpable 
in Greece, where people flocked 
to cash machines to withdraw 
money. The concern is that a 
debt default by Greece could 
destabilize the country enough 
that it might have to eventually 
leave the euro.

“Everyone’s going (to the 
banks) to take money,” said 
Yannis Nikolopoulos in Athens. 
He said people are taking “mo-
ney to have at home for 10, 15 
days — say 1,000, 500 euros — 
because if the banks shut it’ll be 

a problem to go shopping and 
that sort of thing.”

He said that a deal be-
tween Greece and its credi-
tors “is mandatory at all costs, 
otherwise we’re doomed.”

To support Greek banks in the 
face of growing money with-
drawals, the European Central 
Bank increased yesterday the 
amount of emergency credit it 
allows the banks to draw on, a 
banking official said.

The official, who spoke only on 
condition of anonymity because 
the decision had not been made 
public, said the ECB remains 
on call in the coming hours and 
days to revise the amount of 
credit to Greek banks.

Reports indicate Greeks with-
drew about 4 billion euros last 
week.

About 5,000 people atten-
ded a pro-government rally in 
central Athens Sunday night. 
Pro-EU forces were to gather 
yesterday evening outside the 
Greek Parliament. AP
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what’s ON ...

6th macau Fashion illustration contest 
art work exhibition
time: 12pm-8pm (closed on Mondays) 
until: June 26, 2015
Venue: Macau Design centre, 
Travessa da Fabrica No. 5, Macau 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2852 0335

art oF ink 
– mio pang Fei calligraphy exhibition
time: 10am-7pm 
(closed on Mondays, no admission after 6:30 pm)  
until: July 5, 2015
Venue: Macau Museum of art, 
av. Xian Xing Hai, s/n, NaPe  
admission: MOP5 
(Free on sundays and public holidays)  
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814 

cuba touch 
– insight into the daily liVes in cuba
time: 10am-6:30pm
until: July 20, 2015 
Venue: Dare to Dream Gallery, calcada Da Barra 
No. 16 r/c LJ a, edif. san chak, Macau 
admission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 2896 2820 

this day in history

Pope John Paul ii has held a private meeting with Lech 
Walesa, the founder and leader of solidarity, Poland’s 
independent trade union movement. solidarity has been 
banned since December 1981 when martial law was de-
clared following social tensions in Poland.

it is the second time Pope John Paul ii - who was for-
merly archbishop of Krakow - has returned to his native 
Poland since he became head of the roman catholic 
church in 1978.

Mr Walesa met the Pope in the Tatra Mountains in the 
south of the country towards the end of his eight-day visit 
to Poland.

solidarity sources say the Pope told Mr Walesa that he 
should rely on the advice of the catholic church, rather 
than organising street demonstrations as part of the tra-
de union movement’s campaign to bring about political 
reforms in Poland.

as archbishop, Karol Wojtyla took an uncompromising 
stand against the communist regime. But the Pope has 
urged the country to try to resolve its differences throu-
gh dialogue and not confrontation. Officials close to Mr 
Walesa say the Pope also told the solidarity leader that 
martial law could be lifted by the autumn.

This, they say, was indicated to the Pope by Prime Mi-
nister General Wojciech Jaruzelski during talks just hours 
before he met Mr Walesa. Mr Walesa has said he was 
“moved and enthusiastic” about his meeting with the 
Pope, and is willing to take a “back seat” as a focus for 
opposition to the government in ending martial law.

The Pope has also addressed a congregation of two 
million worshippers in Katowice, Poland’s industrial 
heartland in the south, and told them that workers should 
be able to join free trade unions. He said: “This right is not 
given to us by the state. it is a right given by the creator.”

During his visit the Pope blessed the widows of workers 
killed when martial law was imposed. The Polish Gover-
nment has said it will cooperate closely with the catholic 
church in the future, and it is well known the Pope would 
like the church to be involved in any reconciliation pro-
cess.

President Henryk Jablonski, who said goodbye to the 
Pope at Krakow airport, told reporters that “dialogue is 
possible and inevitable”. Before returning to the Vatican 
in rome, the Pope made a televised address to the Polish 
people from the airport. He said: “The nation must deve-
lop by its own means and resources.”

                   Courtesy BBC News

1983  pope meets banned union  
           leader walesa

in context

lech Walesa, who won the Nobel peace price in 1983, was a devout 
Catholic and his rise to prominence came about at the same time as 
Pope John Paul II began his term in office. 
The Pope served as an inspiration for many Catholics in Poland 
who wanted religious, political and economic freedoms. 
Martial law was lifted a month after the Pope’s visit - which also led 
to a government amnesty for political prisoners. 
During the next five years gradual steps were taken to create a civil 
society in Poland. 
In 1988 a grave economic crisis, coupled with the era of “glasnost” 
and “perestroika” under reformist Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, 
forced the Polish government to negotiate with Solidarity. 
Elections were held in 1989 when Solidarity won a landslide victory 
and formed a coalition government. 
The following year Lech Walesa was elected as Poland’s president, 
transforming the country into a market economy. 
The Pope died at 2137 (1937 GMT) on Saturday 2 April 2005 after 
he failed to recover from a throat operation. 

Offbeat

Pot may be legal in Colorado, but you can still be fired for 
using it. The colorado supreme court ruled last week that 
a medical marijuana patient who was fired after failing a 
drug test cannot get his job back. The case has big impli-
cations for employers and pot smokers across the united 
states in places where medical or recreational marijuana 
have been legalized. Twenty-three states and the capital 
Washington allow people to use medical marijuana.

Colorado became the first state to legalize recreational 
pot in 2012. Though the case involves medical marijuana, 
the court’s decision could also affect how companies treat 
employees who use the drug recreationally.

Brandon Coats is a quadriplegic who was fired by Dish 
Network, a satellite television and internet provider, in 
2010. The company agreed that coats wasn’t high on the 
job but said it has a zero-tolerance drug policy.

The colorado justices ruled yesterday that because ma-
rijuana is illegal under federal law, coats’ use of the drug 
couldn’t be considered legal off-duty activity.

courts in three other states have also ruled against medi-
cal marijuana patients fired for pot use.

coats was paralyzed in a car crash as a teenager and has 
been a medical marijuana patient since 2009, when he dis-
covered that pot helped calm violent muscle spasms. He 
was a telephone operator with Dish for three years before 
he failed a random drug test in 2010 and was fired.

coats and his lawyers said after the ruling that the deci-
sion at least clarified the matter for workers.

“although i’m very disappointed today, i hope that my 
case has brought the issue of use of medical marijuana and 
employment to light,” coats said in a statement.

Dish Network applauded the ruling.

us court: workers can be fired 
for using pot off-duty 

TV canal macau
13:00

13:30

14:30

17:40

18:30

19:30

20:30

21:00

21:40

22:10

23:00

23:30

00:30

TDM News (repeated)    

News (rTPi) Delayed Broadcast   

rTPi Live    

The illusionist (repeated)    

TDM sports    

soap Opera    

Main News, Financial & Weather report   

TDM interview    

comedy    

The illusionist    

TDM News    

Miscellaneous    

Main News, Financial & Weather report (repeated) 

INFOTAINMENT 資訊／娛樂 

cinema
cineteatro
18 Jun - 24 Jun

JUrASSIc worLD_
room 1
(2D) 2.30, 4.45, 9.30 pm
(3D) 7.15 pm
Director: colin Trevorrow
Starring:   chris Pratt, bryce Dallas Howard
Language: english (chinese)
Duration: 124min

SPL 2: A TIMe For coNSeqUeNceS_
room 2
2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director: cheang Pou-soi
Starring: Tony Jaa, wu Jing, Simon Yam, Zhang Jin, 
Louis Koo
Language: cantonese/Mandarin (cantonese/english)
Duration: 120min

THe LAST FIve YeArS_
room 3
2.15, 4.00, 7.45, 9.30 pm
Director:  richard LaGravenese
Starring: Anna Kendrick, Jeremy Jordan
Language: english (chinese)
Duration: 94min

SAN ANDreAS_
room 3
7.30 pm
Director: brad Peyton
Starring:   Dwayne Johnson, carla Gugino, 
Alexandra Daddario
Language: Japonese (chinese/english)
Duration: 114min

macau tower
04 Jun - 01 Jul

JUrASSIc worLD_
(3D) 2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director: colin Trevorrow
Starring:   chris Pratt, bryce Dallas Howard
Language: english (chinese)
Duration: 124min

Attorney Michael Evans, left, listens in his office in Denver, as his 
client Brandon Coats talks about the Colorado Court of Appeals 
ruling that upheld Coats being fired from his job after testing 
positive for the use of medical marijuana
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omAcroSS: 1- Lao-___; 4- Beat it!; 9- Land’s end?; 14- curse; 15- “all My 

children” vixen; 16- island in the Bay of Naples; 17- We ___ the World; 18- 
Full of substance; 19- actor Bean; 20- Foosball and billiards place?; 23- ___ 
silly question...; 24- Black gold!; 25- Mildness; 28- see ya!; 30- Banned spray; 
33- surface; 34- silage storage tower; 35- One with will power?; 36- school 
ViP position; 39- Whole bunch; 40- anger; 41- Brewery kilns; 42- slugger Mel; 
43- clip; 44- clawed; 45- Magician’s prop; 46- spanish muralist; 47- county 
in central england; 54- Wispy clouds; 55- religious doctrine; 56- sun. talk; 
57- Desert havens; 58- Win by ___; 59- Trail the pack; 60- Take away by force; 
61- sandal part; 62- Two-time u.s. Open champ;

DowN: 1- ___ she blows!; 2- Withered; 3- suit; 4- academic session; 5- 
Dilapidated; 6- Lasso; 7- Broadway 
opening; 8- Deli spread; 9- smelting 
residue; 10- Winter air; 11- Lhasa ___; 
12- senior moment?; 13- German “a”; 
21- elevated; 22- ___ your life!; 25- 
rope; 26- Belch; 27- Try to bite; 28- 
Name; 29- Not aweather; 30- Thick; 31- 
Judicial rulings; 32- Lovers’ meeting; 
34- Huff; 35- Fireside; 37- steamed; 
38- Threshold; 43- Bigot; 44- singer 
Brewer; 45- Takes on; 46- Toledo title; 
47- storyteller; 48- Limerick language; 
49- rr stops; 50- canvas shelter used 
on camping trips; 51- castaway’s home; 
52- unfeigned; 53- units of work; 54- 
Female bovine

Yesterday’s solution

CRoSSWoRDS
USEFUL TELEPHoNE NUMBERS
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Beijing

Harbin

Tianjin

urumqi

Xi’an

Lhasa

chengdu

chongqing

Kunming

Nanjing

shanghai

Wuhan

Hangzhou

Taipei

Guangzhou

Hong Kong

31 

33 

31 

30 

29 

24 

29 

30 

28 

28 

25 

28 

28 

32 

33 

33

WEATHER

Moscow

Frankfurt

Paris

London

New york

MIN MAx coNDITIoN

cHINA

worLD

17 

11 

12 

12 

21 

27 

21 

24 

18 

29 

emergency calls  999

Fire department 28 572 222

PJ (Open line) 993

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775

PSP 28 573 333

customs 28 559 944

S. J. Hospital 28 313 731

Kiang wu Hospital 28 371 333

commission Against 

corruption (ccAc) 28326 300

IAcM 28 387 333

Tourism 28 333 000

Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283

water Supply – report 1990 992

Telephone – report 1000

electricity – report 28 339 922

Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂 

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
It’s a good day to help out around the 
office or at home — you are better off 
assisting others than tackling your 
own projects. Things are just about 
to change, though, so don’t get in too 
deep!

April 20-May 20
Your intuition is especially active 
right now, and you might be able 
to get your friends or family to see 
things your way if you open up. A 
new understanding helps you to 
make sense of it all.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You have to be as clear as you can 
be — it’s not easy, but the good news 
is that this foggy phase should only 
last for another day or so. All should 
make sense by tomorrow, and then 
you can act.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
See if you can just hang out with 
friends or family today — try to put 
off any obligations for a while longer. 
Your energy is too great to be wasted 
on plans and projects that aren’t 
personally meaningful.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Today’s big problem calls for a 
creative solution, so make sure that 
you’re dealing with it in a creative 
way. That could mean passing the 
buck or jumping ship into an entirely 
new situation.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You feel somewhat lost today, 
because you’re confused by details 
that made sense to you just a few 
days or weeks ago. Try not to make 
a big deal out of it, as you just have to 
go along to get along.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Your flexible nature is the key to your 
success today — so make sure that 
you’re showing the world that you 
can adapt to its every whim. That 
may get a bit weird after a while, but 
you can make it work.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You may need to surprise people 
today — things are looking up, but 
you can pull off a trick that feels 
miraculous! Things should get even 
better later in the day, and one 
person in particular is a new convert.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You are thinking things through 
instead of taking action — which 
feels difficult, but may still yield 
good results. You should be able 
to get to the bottom of whatever is 
blocking your progress.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
It’s a really good day to connect with 
other people and try to make sure 
that you’re all on the same page. 
Your social energy is just right for 
getting others to see what’s in your 
collective best interest.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
It’s okay to spend extra on yourself 
today — you deserve it! Your 
birthday is a long way off, so give 
yourself something sweet to tide 
you over until then. Spread the joy 
around, too!

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You need a bit more karma to really 
get you over the top — so dip into 
your well of compassion and see 
what you can find. Things are really 
good, but you might not see it until 
later on.

  Aquarius Pisces
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SPORTS體育

Jim Armstrong, Tokyo 

BAsebAll and 
softball remain on 
course to get back 
into the Olympics. 

Squash, karate, surfing and 
four other sports are in con-
tention to get into the ga-
mes for the first time.

Japanese organizers yes-
terday chose eight sports 
from a list of 26 that had 
applied for inclusion in the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics. The 
other sports making the cut 
were bowling, roller sports, 
sport climbing and wushu.

The combined bid of men’s 
baseball and women’s sof-
tball — sports dropped after 
the 2008 Beijing Games — 
was considered a favorite 
because of their popularity 
in Japan.

“This is a great day for our 
sport,” said Riccardo Frac-
cari, president of the World 
Baseball Softball Confede-
ration. “Today baseball and 
softball — and the millions 
of athletes and fans who call 
it their sport — reached first 
base.”

The federations of the ei-
ght sports will next make 
presentations in Tokyo on 
Aug. 7-8, and organizers 
will make recommenda-
tions to the International 
Olympic Committee by 
Sept. 30.

The IOC will make a final 
decision on which sport or 
sports will be added in Au-
gust 2016, when it meets 
ahead of the Olympics in 

Daniella Matar 

BAnKrupT club Parma will have to 
play under a new name in the fourth 

tier of Italian football after no buyer was 
found by yesterday’s deadline, completing 
the fall of one of the country’s top teams 
in the 1990s.

Parma’s hopes of avoiding demotion 
to the amateur division were all but en-
ded when former Major League Baseball 
player Mike Piazza pulled out of talks, 
shortly before the deadline for the club to 
be sold.

“In the coming hours, the administrators 
will meet with the creditor’s committee 
and judge Pietro Rogato to make the ne-
cessary arrangements for the bankruptcy 
proceedings,” Parma said in a statement.

In March, Parma was declared bankrupt 
with debts of more than 200 million eu-
ros (USD220 million). The club was sold 
twice last season and had to be helped out 
financially by the league’s governing body 
and the Italian football federation in order 
to finish the campaign after two consecu-
tive league matches were postponed.

Parma, which was deducted a total of 
nine points during last season for financial 
problems, was relegated after finishing 
last in Serie A. The club had hoped to be 
allowed to register for the second division.

Two parties were in talks to take over 
Parma but a group led by local busines-
sman Giuseppe Corrado, who runs a na-
tional cinema chain, pulled out on Sunday 
before Piazza’s party withdrew its interest.

Parma will now have to start again in Se-
rie D and under a new name.

It has been a sad turn of events for a club 
once known as the strongest of Italy’s pro-
vincial teams and where players like Gian-
luigi Buffon, Fabio Cannavaro and Lilian 
Thuram became famous.

Parma won three European trophies in 
the 1990s — two UEFA Cups and one Cup 
Winners’ Cup — and was the Serie A run-
ner-up in 1997.

The club can take heart from Fiorentina 
and Napoli, who were demoted after being 
declared bankrupt but swiftly rose back to 
the top flight and also bought back their 
old names. AP

fooTbAll 

Bankrupt Parma 
to start again in 
amateur leagues

Tokyo 2020 Olympics CEO Toshiro Muto, left, and Honorary President Fujio Mitarai speak during a news 
conference in Tokyo

 other 
sports 
making the 
cut were 
bowling, roller 
sports, sport 
climbing and 
wushu

olyMpIcS 

Baseball-softball among 
8 sports proposed for 
2020 Games

Rio de Janeiro.
The sports which applied 

but failed to make the cut 
were: air sports, Ameri-
can football, bowls, bridge, 
chess, dance sport, floor-

ball, flying disc, korfball, 
netball, orienteering, polo, 
racquetball, sumo, tug of 
war, underwater sports, wa-
terski and wakeboard.

Under the “Olympic Agen-

da 2020” reforms appro-
ved in December, the IOC 
agreed to abolish the cap 
of 28 sports for the Sum-
mer Games and move to an 
“events-based” system that 
would allow new competi-
tions to come in, while kee-
ping to about 10,500 athle-
tes and 310 medal events. 
Host cities are allowed to 
propose the inclusion of 
one or more additional 
events for their games.

Baseball and softball have 
failed in several bids for 
reinstatement. They would 
be a huge draw in Japan, 
even without the participa-
tion of players from Major 
League Baseball, which has 
said it won’t alter its sche-
dule to accommodate the 
Olympics.

Japan sent many of its 
top professional baseball 
players to Beijing.

Organizers were eager to 

pick sports that have an 
appeal with youth and wou-
ldn’t require the building of 
new facilities. Tokyo orga-
nizers have been looking for 
ways to reduce costs.

All of the sports making 
the short list have applied 
for Olympic inclusion in 
the past, some multiple ti-
mes. In 2013, squash and 
baseball-softball lost out to 
wrestling in the most recent 
IOC vote for inclusion on 
the Tokyo program.

Fujio Mitarai, who chaired 
the selection panel, said two 
factors were key in selecting 
events such as surfing and 
roller sports, which will in-
clude skateboarding.

“The most important fac-
tors were: Does the sport 
have the support of the you-
nger generation and how 
big is the population of the 
sport worldwide?” Mitarai 
said. AP

Luis Andres Henao, Santiago 

NeyMAr will play no fur-
ther part in the Copa Ame-

rica after Brazil chose to accept 
the four- match suspension han-
ded to its captain and star player 
following his red card in the 
group stage.

The Brazilian Football Confe-
deration said yesterday that a 
decision not to appeal against 
the sanction was taken after a 
meeting between Neymar and 
the coaching staff on Sunday — 
a day after national-team coach 
Dunga said that Brazil likely 
would make an appeal.

Neymar, one of the world’s best Neymar gestures during a team training session in Santiago, Chile

Neymar out of Copa America after Brazil accepts his ban 
players, was sent off after kicking 
the ball toward Colombia’s Pablo 
Armero after the referee blew 
for fulltime in a Group C game 
on Wednesday, which Brazil lost 
1-0. Neymar also appeared to 
head-butt another player who 
came to confront him. CONME-
BOL, the governing body of Sou-
th American football, said the re-
feree’s report also showed he in-
sulted the referee after the match 
and grabbed him by the arms.

Neymar was expected to lea-
ve the squad in Chile today 
(Macau time). “I waited for 
this moment with a lot of faith 
and hope for the possibility of 
playing with the Brazilian team 

in this Copa America. Unfor-
tunately, it won’t be possible,” 
Neymar said on his Instagram 
account. “I know my presence 
in the group is important, just 
like every other player, who will 
need more than ever your thou-
ghts for the games ahead of us.”

Neymar was Brazil’s best hope 
in the Copa America, just as he 
was at the World Cup last year 
before injuring his back — also 
against Colombia — in a quar-
terfinal match to end his tour-
nament early.

Brazil was humiliated in a 7-1 
loss to Germany in the semi-
finals before losing 3-0 to the 
Netherlands in the third-place 
match, and the Copa America 
offered a chance for the team to 
restore its reputation. AP
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66 surfers set record for most 
people riding a board at once 

Sixty-six surfers have set a world record for most 
people riding a board at once.

Surf champions and local heroes were among 
those who hung loose on a custom built, 42-foot 
board off Huntington Beach on Saturday. The 
Orange County Register reports the 66 surfers rode 
a wave for 12 seconds. They broke the previous re-
cord set in Queensland, Australia about a decade 
ago when 47 surfers rode a wave for 10 seconds. 

About 5,000 spectators 
crowded the sand and 
the Huntington Beach 
pier to watch the at-
tempt. Guinness World 
Record adjudicator Mi-
chael Empric said a separate record for whether 
the 1,300-pound board is the world’s largest will 
take a few days to determine.

10-30
Good

Hugo Miller 
and Stephanie Bodoni

ForMer International 
Monetary Fund chief 

Dominique Strauss-Kahn 
was acquitted in France on 
pimping charges this mon-
th, but his legal headaches 
may not be over.

While Strauss-Kahn will 
try to put the Lille trial with 
its days of embarrassing tes-
timony behind him, he and 
his lawyers must shift their 
focus to Luxembourg and 
the failure of a hedge fund 
that bore Strauss-Kahn’s 
name. The state prosecu-
tor there is reviewing com-
plaints stemming from the 
collapse last November of 
Leyne Strauss-Kahn & Part-
ners following the suicide 
of Thierry Leyne, who had 
co-founded the investment 
firm with Strauss-Kahn 
months earlier.

“The cases in Luxembourg 
will drag on for at least two 

Strauss-Kahn shifts focus from 
sex trial to hedge-fund probe 

years,” said Lex Thielen, a 
Luxembourg lawyer who 
isn’t involved in the cases. 
“All of this will continue 
to weigh on his reputation 
and on him financially.”

Strauss-Kahn stepped 
down as head of the IMF 
in 2011 after being charged 
with sexually assaulting a 
New York hotel maid. That 
case was dropped and he 
reached a civil settlement 
with the woman in 2012, 
but his presidential am-
bitions were dashed. The 
French prostitution case 
and his business partner’s 
death have further damaged 
his efforts to rehabilitate his 
professional reputation.

Jean Veil, Strauss-Kahn’s 
lawyer, said by telephone 
that there have been no de-
velopments in his client’s 
case in Luxembourg and 
declined to comment fur-
ther.

The Luxembourg chief 
prosecutor is weighing two 
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Chinese investors are 
swimming in a giant bubble

JPMorgan Chase and BlackRock disagree 
about China’s stock bubble. The former says last 
week’s 13 percent share plunge is a reason to 
buy; the latter sees things “deflating quite rapidly.”

So who’s right? JPMorgan is correct in the very 
short run. President Xi Jinping’s government has 
fueled China’s bull market and it will do all in its 
power to sustain it. But in the months ahead, the 
odds favor BlackRock’s take, which is based on 
the Warren Buffett school of financial analysis.

“The tide is going to go out, and there’s going to 
be a lot of people without their swimming trunks 
on,” strategist Ewen Cameron Watt of BlackRock 
told Bloomberg Television, borrowing from Buffe-
tt’s observation about investors caught swimming 
naked when markets get shaky.

Considering the sudden wave of sell orders 
in Shanghai and Shenzhen, we’re about to wit-
ness a surge of investors caught skinny dipping. 
The math behind Chinese stock markets’ more 
than USD6 trillion surge over the past 12 months 
makes less sense by the day. Shares on mainland 
exchanges are trading at an average of about 256 
times reported earnings, making China’s market 
mania of 2007 look rational by comparison.

The question is, can Beijing put a bottom under 
history’s biggest equity bubble? As JPMorgan 
strategist Adrian Mowat sees it, “policy makers 
will step in if the market correction gets beyond 
a comfortable level. I would imagine if the correc-
tion continues [this] week you will hear something 
reassuring.” He’s not necessarily wrong for the 
moment. China will indeed throw everything it has 
at the market: central bank rate cuts, tweaking 
margin-trading rules, slowing the pace of initial pu-
blic offerings, talking up share prices, you name it.

What is wrong, though, is the belief that China 
can prevent the crash of a market already defying 
the most wildly optimistic of economic scenarios. 
Beijing can’t do it anymore than Tokyo could in 
1990, Seoul in 1997 or Washington in 2008.

China is reaching the limits of its ability to 
prolong a rally that turned 928 days old Friday. 
Beijing has encouraged companies to pursue 
splashy IPOs in order to sustain the excitement 
on stock markets, and lure Chinese households 
to open trading accounts. The thought is that if 
average Chinese feel wealthy, they’ll buy into Xi’s 
vision of a “China Dream” and the legitimacy of 
the Communist Party.

But the market bubble has grown to unsustai-
nable proportions. The median stock, for instan-
ce, has a price-to- earnings ratio of 98, while the 
Shanghai Composite, which has a heavy weigh-
ting toward low-priced bank shares, is valued at 
23 times. The reason bank shares are so depres-
sed, of course, is China’s dueling bubble in debt. 
China has $28 trillion of public and private debt; 
then there’s the unprecedented $363 billion of 
margin debt that’s supporting shares.

It doesn’t help that China’s economic funda-
mentals have turned for the worse. As Bloomberg 
Intelligence analyst Kenneth Hoffman detailed 
in a report Friday, Chinese demand for steel is 
collapsing. On June 18, Bloomberg’s steel profi-
tability lost $37 per metric ton, hitting a record low. 
Chinese manufacturing activity, Hoffman wrote, 
could be in for a “major decline,” even if Beijing 
ramps up its stimulus programs.

That may explain the breadth of last week’s 
selloff. Among 10 industry groups in the CSI 300 
Index of the biggest Chinese shares, technology, 
phone and industrial companies plunged most - at 
least 15 percent. The ChiNext Index of small-cap 
stocks slumped 5.4 percent on Friday alone, ex-
tending losses to 17 percent since a record high 
on June 3.

The selloff suggests China’s stimulate-growth-
via-stocks plan may be approaching an endgame. 
The government will surely try to backstop the 
market: Xi needs to maintain the aura of Chine-
se government omnipotence. But there will come 
a time when the tide turns and the market gets 
away from Beijing, proving that the world’s most 
exciting stock rally has no clothes. It may soon be 
upon us. Bloomberg

World Views 
William Pesek

INDoNeSIA An Indonesian 
court denies the final appeal 
of a french citizen who 
faces execution for drug 
offenses, setting the stage 
for diplomatic retaliation by 
france after executions of 
other foreigners strained 
relations with Australia and 
brazil. More on p13

PITcAIrN ISLAND, a tiny 
speck in the Pacific that’s 
home to just 48 people, 
has passed a law allowing 
same-sex marriage — 
but has no gay couples 
wanting to wed. Islanders 
are descended from the 
mutineers of the british navy 
vessel bounty and their 
Tahitian companions. 

LUxeMboUrG The 
european Union yesterday 
extended economic 
sanctions against Russia 
until January to keep 
pressure on Moscow over 
the conflict in eastern 
Ukraine, drawing a rebuke 
and a warning of retaliation 
from Russian officials. An 
eU statement said the 
decision was taken without 
debate by the bloc’s foreign 
ministers at a meeting in 
luxembourg, in response 
to “Russia’s destabilizing 
role in eastern Ukraine.”

INDIA police arrest two men 
suspected of kidnapping 
and killing a journalist in 
central Madhya pradesh 
state. Sandeep Kothari was 
abducted by a group of men 
who beat him to death and 
then burned his body and 
left it near a railway track 
in Katangi town, police 
Superintendent Neeraj Soni 
said.

INDIA The death toll in 
Mumbai’s spurious liquor 
tragedy has risen to nearly 
100, with more people dying 
in hospital since Sunday, 
a senior police officer said 
yesterday. “The death toll 
may rise as 45 people are 
still undergoing treatment 
in a hospital, where the 
conditions of many are said 
to be serious,” he said on 
condition of anonymity. The 
police have so far arrested 
five in connection with the 
deaths and suspended eight 
cops for being in collusion 
with the suspects, the 
officer said.

vIeTNAM-MALAYSIA eight 
Indonesians apprehended 
last week have confessed 
to hijacking a Malaysian oil 
tanker, a Vietnamese official 
says.

complaints brought by the 
former directors of the fund 
and one by Strauss- Kahn, 
which he filed after he had 
stepped down from the 
fund’s board, Henri Eippers, 
a court spokesman, said.

Swiss insurer Baloise 
Holding AG is also seeking 
to recoup 2 million euros 
(USD2.3 million) a Luxem-
bourg judge had ordered 
LSK pay the company in 
a separate dispute before 
granting LSK protection 
from creditors. LSK “failed 
to comply with agreed po-
licies on general-risk stan-
dards,” Baloise spokesman 
Roberto Brunazzi said.

Leyne Strauss-Kahn & 
Partners was conceived as 
a hedge-fund vehicle that 
would draw on the Strauss- 
Kahn name in emerging 
markets like China to rai-
se $2 billion. Instead, the 
fund relied too much on 
DSK’s star power and not 
enough on investing cre-
dentials, said Mohamad 
Zeidan, who worked as the 
fund’s chief operating offi-
cer for two months.

The fund filed for 
bankruptcy in November 
2014, before substantial 
operations ever got off the 
ground, amid speculation 
about the depth of Leyne’s 
financial troubles. The Ba-
loise complaint stems from 
an earlier Leyne invest-
ment vehicle that had ties 
to LSK. Bloomberg 

Pakistanis cool themselves off in a canal during the heat wave in eastern Pakistan’s Lahore on June 21.
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Dominique Strauss Kahn leaving his hotel in Lille
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