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e Powder fire in Talwan
CHINA A bus overturned
on a highway and was hit
by an oncoming truck in

| |
eastern China, killing at
least 12 people, officials
said. Another 24 people a P11

were injured Friday,
including three in serious
condition, the government
of Wuhu city in Anhui
province said. The crash
was under investigation.
State broadcaster CCTV
said the bus overturned
into the opposite lane and
was hit by the cargo truck.
It wasn’t clear how many
people were aboard the
two vehicles.

JAPAN Tama the
stationmaster, Japan’s
feline star of a struggling
local railway, was
mourned by company
officials and fans and
elevated into a goddess
at a funeral yesterday. The
calico cat was appointed
stationmaster at the Kishi
station in western Japan
in 2007. Tama, who had
turned 16 in April, died of
a heart failure on June 22.
During yesterday’s Shinto-
style funeral at the station
where she served, Tama
became a goddess.
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A shifting
regulation
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[T’S a common sight we
A have all gotten used to
worldwide: groups of em-
ployees and people in ge-
neral smoking outdoors,
after several pieces of le-
gislation banning smoking
in workplaces and enclo-
sed public spaces took ef-
fect across the globe.

Macau has been no ex-
ception. As smoking bans
and tougher regulations
were introduced in main-
land China, 2012 marked
the introduction of the
MSAR’s Tobacco Preven-
tion and Control Law,
which banned smoking in
most indoor spaces.

Back then, casinos were
an exception to the rule.
Gaming patrons conti-
nued to be able to smoke
while gambling. But then
a partial smoking ban
came into effect on mass
gaming floors in 2013,
which allowed casinos to
allocate no more than 50
percent of their gaming
area to smokers.

A full smoking ban on
mass gaming floors was
then implemented on
October 6 last year, whi-
ch required operators to
build smoking lounges,
although gaming patrons
are still allowed to smoke
in VIP areas.

But tougher regula-
tions were yet to be pro-
posed. The Secretary for
Social Affairs and Cultu-
re, Alexis Tam, announ-
ced early this year that
the government would
be suggesting further
amendments to the law,
aiming at a full smoking
ban. This means
smoking lounges could
be forced to close down,
and smoking would no
longer be allowed, even
inside VIP rooms.

A draft of the amend-
ments to the current To-
bacco Prevention and
Control Law has been
handed to the Executive
Council. Mr Tam said that
he is hoping that the Exe-
cutive Council will soon
be able to share its insi-
ghts on the amended bill.
The bill then has to be
submitted for discussion
and voting at the Legisla-
tive Assembly.

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

MDT’s Website has logged over
91 million page views
since January 1st, 2012 up to today.

Thank You!

Like us? facebook.com/mdtimes Iﬁ

(1AL

Catarina Pinto and Paulo Barbosa

AMING opera-
tors have invested
millions to cope

with shifting anti-
smoking policies over the
past few years. First, they had
to adapt to a 2013 partial ban,
allocating no more than 50
percent of their gaming area
to smokers. Then, in October
last year, operators were re-
quired to build specific lou-
nges for those who want to
have a puff in-between ga-
ming sessions.
At a moment when the go-
vernment seems to be pushing
for a full smoking ban inside

.

e
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casinos, the Times was gran-
ted exclusive access to the
smoking lounges of three ga-
ming operators. We talked to
senior executives from Sands
China, Melco Crown Enter-
tainment and MGM China,
in order to understand how
these smoking rooms are run,
as well as to learn more about
how much the operators have
invested into building their
lounges.

MGM China, for instance,
claims to have spent millions
(the company chose not to re-
veal the concrete amount of
investment) preparing their
gaming floors to suit the new
requirements.

AUTOMATIC DOORS

THE THREE gaming operators have also invested in automatic doors
with push buttons for their smoking lounges, so that the doors only open
when needed, thus maintaining the atmosphere inside the room. Ash-
trays and water tanks were also set up inside.

EXCLUSIVE | INSIDE CASINOS’ SMOKING LOUNGES

Casinos make a

When the gaming floor
smoking ban came into effect
on October 6 2014, the operator
initially invested money into re-
moving some of the equipment
that it had previously installed.
The company then built four
independent smoking lounges,
an investment that amounted
to millions.

MGM’s Senior Vice Presi-
dent of Design, Development
and Construction, Mel Han-
sen, described the process

inside and get extracted. In-
side each of these booths we
have these little units whi-
ch ionizes and removes the
smoke particles from the air.
It makes the air clean insi-
de,” he added.

Sands China built a total
of 18 smoking lounges, in-
cluding five at the Venetian,
nine at Sands Cotai Central
and four in Sands. The com-
pany’s Vice President of Fa-
cilities Management, Michael

They [the lounges] were highly
engineered and we took into
account all of the government’s
previous recommendations for

design

leading up to the establish-
ment of smoking lounges, re-
calling that all concessionai-
res held joint meetings with
the Health Bureau in order to
better understand what the
new requirements were.

“We all achieved the same
outcome of not having mixed
air. The smoking air was ex-
tracted and vented outside.”

The smoking lounges were
subject to inspection and
approval by several gover-
nment bodies, including
the Land, Public Works and
Transport Bureau, the Health
Bureau, as well as the Fire Ser-
vices and Gaming Inspection
and Coordination bureaus.

At MGM’s smoking rooms,
the supplied air goes throu-
gh a volume control system
“so that it extracts more
than what it puts in, which
creates a negative pressure
system inside the room [the
smoking lounge], so that if
someone opens the door, air
from the inside does not go
out,” said Mr Hansen, a South
African who has worked on
the development of fourteen
casinos during his career
and is now the executive
responsible for overseeing
the MGM Cotai project. “Air
from the casino will come
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MICHAEL NAYLOR
SANDS CHINA

Naylor, said that the smoking
lounges were designed “with
the mindset that they were
going to be here for a very
long time.”

“They were highly enginee-
red and we took into account
all of the government’s pre-
vious recommendations for
design,” he added.

Sands China said that it in-
vested hundreds of millions
into setting up the smoking
lounges and improving the
overall ventilation systems
across its properties.

“We have a displacement air
ventilation. We bring purified
air into the smoking lounges
and through the displacement
ventilation, so obviously we
have a very high rate of air
change,” Mr Naylor clarified.

He added that, “then the air is
sucked out to the top. That air
on its way out is also filtered
through HEPA filters. So we
treat the air before it goes out.”

Furthermore, he recalled
that the air going into the
smoking lounge is treated and
air-conditioned. “It was de-
signed in a way that negative
pressure [unidirectional air in
and no air out] in the lounge
is maintained. It means that
the air from the surrounding
casino will be drawn into the
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case to keep smoking lounges

Michael Naylor (Sands China)

lounge when the door is open
(...) It works out to be appro-
ximately 90—10: 90 percent
of the air is supplied by the
purified air-conditioning sys-
tem that feeds it; the other
ten percent will come through
the door and keep the smoke
from leaving the lounge,” he
clarified.

Melco Crown Entertainment
is also using a similar system
in the 17 smoking lounges it
has built across its properties.
The operator said that it in-
vested over MOP30 million to
set up the smoking lounges. It
then funneled over MOP150
million into improvements
to the ventilation systems in
its VIP areas. This included
building a double air curtain
system around each gaming
table to protect the health of
casino dealers.

The company’s Vice President
of Property Services, Joshua
Ho, told the Times that Melco
consulted with experts from
Hong Kong and Australia be-
fore developing the technology
for its smoking lounges.

“At the smoking rooms we
have a technology called dis-
placement ventilation. This
kind of technology is usually
used in hospital operating
theatres. So what we call the
‘good air’ comes from ground-
level and is exhausted into the
mid and top levels. The air
basically circulates within the
room. So it’s not a traditional
air-conditioning system,” he
explained.

Furthermore, Mr Ho clarified
that the air surrounding the
smoking lounges enters the
room when the sliding door
opens, but the air inside does
not go out: “We keep it in ne-

gative pressure, so actually
the air does not go out of this
room. Also the air inside does
not circulate within the buil-
ding at all because we have an
exhaust system. We have an io-

Mel Hansen (MGM China)

nizer, which is charging the air,
so as to avoid any contamina-
tion or dust. And it will help re-
duce the effects of the smoke.”

The three gaming operators
visited by the Times made as-

surances that they strive to
maintain good air quality stan-
dards within their casinos, and
even within smoking rooms.
MGM'’s Mel Hansen said that
the air inside the smoking lou-

nge is totally extracted out-
doors and there is equipment
in place to clean it up so as to
create a better experience for

ad

We all achieved
the same
outcome of

not having
mixed air. The
smoking air
was extracted
and vented
outside

MEL HANSEN
MGM CHINA

the smokers, by comparison
to the system seen at airports.
The design concept is very
similar to those in hospital
wards dedicated to infectious

continues onpag5 p p

Smoking lounge locations carefully planned

HE locations of smoking lounges

have been carefully planed by gaming
operators. “Where the smokers are in the
casinos, we certainly saw the revenue
move to around the smoking rooms,” Mel
Hansen revealed

MGM China’s Senior Vice President of
Design, Development and Construction
further explained that the locations of
smoking lounges were picked to make
them convenient, so that the customers
could see them from all areas in the ca-
sino.

Technical details were also relevant
when locating the lounges. The chosen
places had to be located in places where
extractor vents could be added into the
ceiling space, something that is impossi-
ble in certain areas.

Sands China’s Vice President of Facili-
ties Management, Michael Naylor, said
that the company chose the number of
smoking lounges and their locations ba-
sed on assessments provided by its ga-
ming team. “They gave us the areas that
they felt needed to be covered and they
also told us about the square meters that
were needed for a number of people to
smoke in the area,” he said.

“We just didn’t throw walls up because
we figured this was going to last a year.
We had two to three indoor air quality
and mechanical consultants that we hi-
red to help us develop a plan, and it was a
thoughtful process on how big each space
should be, based on our customer base,”
he clarified.

Melco Crown Entertainment’s Vice
President of Property Services, Joshua
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Heating, ventilation and air conditioning arrangement for smoking lounges at the Venetian Macao

Ho, acknowledged that it took months
to plan and develop the smoking lou-
nges.

“Last year the government announced
[new policies] around May, and we had to
implement the entire system by October.
It was a real challenge, first of all to find a
location where we could build the proper
ventilation system [for the smoking loun-
ges],” he recalled.

Mr Ho added that they also had to take
into account which locations are more
convenient for casino guests.

He concluded by saying that, “the cost
[of the planning] was also very high. We
used consultants from Hong Kong and
Australia. So the study and research was

left to the gaming operators. And all six
gaming operators were looking into this
at the same time.”

ad

Where the smokers
are in the casinos,
we certainly saw the
revenue move to
around the smoking
rooms

MEL HANSEN
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respiratory diseases, according
to the executive.

MGM tests the air quality
across their property monthly,
and the results are posted on
boards and are easily accessi-
ble to the public. Even when
50 percent of the floor was de-
signated for smoking, the air
quality on the smoking side
was considered acceptable ac-
cording to government impo-
sed standards.

Mr Ho from Melco said that
the company assesses its air
quality each month as well.
“It’s much better now, you

Smoking Lounge at MGM

Operators uncertain of how to

can feel it now passing by
the mass gaming area. We do
regular tests and there’s no
contamination to the non-
gaming area. One of the re-
gulations says that we have
to measure MP2.5, which is
a very fine level of particles.
So if you look at the govern-
ment website sometimes the
outdoor air quality is actually
worse than here.”

Mr Naylor stated that Sands
China takes indoor air quality
very seriously. “We started
working on improving our
air quality a year before the
smoking legislation even star-
ted. We spent a lot of money

build new wave of resorts

prior to the government event
mandating that we do. We've
done a good job in improving
the health of our team mem-
bers,” he said.

He recalled that even going
back to the original law, one of
the reasons why Sands China’s
properties, with a few small
exceptions, have never fai-
led an indoor air quality test
“is because all the air coming
from outside and any return
air going back into the casino
is filtered through HEPA fil-
ters which clean the air to be-
low PM2.5 standards.”

Moreover, he said that Sands
China also provides monthly

N

Smoking Lounge at City of Dreams

HE Times has lear-

ned that, given the
uncertainty about which
regulations will be in for-
ce when the new wave of
casinos in Cotai open, at
least one gaming operator
has opted to include an
independent ventilation
system for smoking lou-
nges into their property’s
design.

The current ambiguity
about smoking regula-
tions could result in in-
creased costs, since ope-
rators may opt to include
different ventilation sys-
tems upfront. They may
choose this option since
it would cost them a lot
more to upgrade the ven-
tilation at a later stage, or
when the building’s cons-

truction is finished.

Plans for the interior
design and finishes of the
properties are currently
being made both with
smoking booths and wi-
thout them. Nevertheless,
operators are not going to
start the construction of
the booths until they have
some certainty on the
smoking regulations.

Joshua Ho (Melco Crown)

reports on its casinos’ air
quality. On their VIP gaming
areas, the company conducts
indoor air quality tests, while
also performing spot checks
in the areas surrounding the
smoking lounges.

Investment in smoking loun-
ges by all six gaming operators
is said to have reached over
MOP1 billion.

The three gaming operators
reiterated that they are not
fighting against the local go-
vernment’s policies. However,
they recalled that it is impor-
tant to have an in-depth stu-
dy to assess the impact of this
policy on the economy and the
community.

Furthermore, they believe
that the smoking lounges are a
good solution, allowing them
to maintain good air quality
standards.

dd

At the smoking
rooms we have
a technology
called
displacement
ventilation.
This kind of
technology is
usually used

in hospital
operating
theatres

JOSHUA HO
MELCO CROWN
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ICQ dental team is a group of dental specialists with internationally recognized qualifications.
We provide all range of dental services:

— Oral examination and radiology investigation — Oral and Dental implant Surgery
- Restorative and Cosmetic Dentistry ~ Endodontic Treatment
— Children Dentistry — Periodontal Treatment
— Orthodontic Treatment — Emergency Treatment

We are committed to deliver high quality dental services with personalized care. We ensure
the highest level of infection control.
Website: www.icgoral.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/icqoral
CONSULTATION BY APPOINTMENT:  OFfrice Hour: 10:00AM-19:00PM

Crose oN Sun, Tug anp PusrLic HoLipay

Rm1907, 19/F, ATA Tower, Nos. 251A-301, Avenipa CoMMmERCIAL DE Macau, Macau SAR

TeL: (853)28373266  Fax: (853)28356483 EMAIL: INFO@ICQORAL.COM WWW.ICQORAL.COM

Recruitment

The Roadhouse Macau is opening a new branch located inside a Casino/Hotel in Macau and

is NOW recruiting for the following positions:

Western/Asian kitchen Chef Barman
Western/Asian kitchen Sous-Chef Waiter
Kitchen Helper Driver

Candidates must hold a valid Macau ID and experience in the relevant position. Interested
parties please email your CV with a copy of your BIR to careers@theroadhousemacau.com or
submit directly at Rua de Madrid, Wan Yu Villas, 45, between 17H00 and 24H00, every day

except Sundays.
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Animal rights march
draws crowd

crowd of pet owners and
animal lovers staged a
demonstration from Tap
eac Square to the Le-
gislative Assembly (AL) yesterday
afternoon. The march happened
at a moment when the Abandoned
Animals Protect Association of Ma-
cau (AAPAM), the main organizer
of the march, submitted a collective
petition to government representa-
tives opposing the latest revision of
the draft Animal Protection Bill.
The demonstrators, some of
whom were clad in orange or with
their pets, gathered at Tap Seac
Square at around 4.00 p.m. before
marching their way to the city’s le-
gislature one hour later. According
to the organizer’s estimate, turnout
reached a record high of over 3,000,
which was double the highest num-
ber recorded in previous protests.
“It reflected the fact to the go-
vernment that citizens cannot put
up with regression of the bill. We
hope they can face the true mea-
ning of the legislation. It’s about
deterrent regulations that can
protect those animals and pena-
lize the abusers,” said Yoko Choi,

CORRUPTION

AAPAM’s president.

The AL’s first standing commit-
tee is currently awaiting a further
revised bill from the government
for a second review and discussion.
However, the latest draft after the
first review saw a reduction of the
longest jail term for animal abusers
to just one year. Additionally, the
government also removed a clau-
se regarding forced sterilization of
dogs at construction sites, citing
humane reasons. Combined with
this was the case of a brutal killing
of a dog this month that triggered
yesterday’s march, where the city’s
animal lovers united against the law
they regarded as “too lax.”

The animal rights concern group
has strived for almost eight years
to bring the bill to the Legislative
Assembly; however the act’s latest
version has angered and disappoin-
ted the NGO, which led a second
protest of the year.

“So would we wait another eight
years for the law’s revision?” said
Josephine Lau, AAPAM vice pre-
sident. “This remains unknown.
Within our ability, we wish to use
a peaceful means to fight for it. We

really hope that the lawmakers can
listen to public opinion to optimize
the law.”

She also told media that some
promotional posters on yesterday’s
march posted in public spaces were
removed immediately after only
a day, while other posters nearby
remained intact. Besides, Lau also

ad

Animal abuse

is getting more

serious in Macau
CHRISTINA LEI

added that some of their volun-
teers were ordered by several go-
vernment departments to remove
the posters already posted to avoid
being fined.

Despite the contentious content of
the draft bill, some protesters think
that the government should first en-
force a law against animal brutality.

“Animal abuse is getting more
serious in Macau. It would just get
way more serious without legisla-
tion. That’s why I'm here to demand
the legislation be finished as soon
as possible,” said Christina Lei, who
believes that the government has to
take action to make the law possible
in the city first, while its improve-
ment might come later.

Anna, another protester originally
from Poland, said: “We think Ma-
cau society is not aware of this is-
sue. People get animals, they think
it’s a good idea but then they aban-
don them or mistreat them. I think
it’s time for society do something
about it.” Staff reporter

Junket figure faces HK money
laundering charges

ONG Kong police charged a prominent figure

in Macau’s casino junket industry with launde-
ring HKD1.8 billion (USD231 million) through bank
accounts in the HKSAR.

Cheung Chi-tai is facing three separate counts of
money laundering, according to a charge sheet pro-
vided Friday by authorities.

The businessman was a major investor in publicly
traded Macau junket operator Neptune Group. Po-
lice in Hong Kong have been investigating him sin-
ce last year, when they were granted a court order
freezing his assets under the Organized and Serious
Crimes Ordinance.

Cheung has been dogged by allegations of ties to
Chinese organized criminal gangs, known as triads.

The 54-year-old was named as one of nine top lieu-
tenants of the Wo Hop To triad in a 1992 U.S. Senate
subcommittee report on Asian organized crime. In a
2011 Hong Kong court case, a witness identified him
as a triad leader who ordered a subordinate to kill a

Sands Macau casino dealer. He’s never been charged
with any related crimes.

In a 2013 Hong Kong money laundering trial in-
volving Cheung’s former business associate Carson
Yeung, Cheung was named as one of the main sha-
reholders of Neptune Group. Yeung, the former ow-
ner of Birmingham City Football Club, said Cheung
invited him to invest in the company and its associa-
ted VIP gambling rooms.

Hong Kong stock exchange filings show Cheung,
through his private holding company Jumbo Boom,
owned as much as 12.9 percent of Neptune in 2007
but had sold off his stake by September 2008.

Back in March 2014, the Times was first to report
that police had detained an owner of the Neptune
Group at their Hong Kong apartment. According
to MDT’s source, who asked to remain anonymous,
Neptune’s shareholder was under suspicion of mo-
ney laundering activities “probably involving junket
operations in Macau.” AP/MDT

ARTM disapproves of
tougher penalties for

drug crimes

Augusto Nogueira

N response to the go-

vernment’s intent to
impose tougher prison
sentences on drug abu-
sers, the Drug Abusers’
Rehabilitation  Associa-
tion (ARTM) has argued
that such action is not a
solution that will discou-
rage drug abuse.

The association’s presi-
dent Augusto Nogueira
suggested that the Social
Welfare Bureau (IAS)’s
draft amendment to the
Drug Law is flawed and
inadequate,  especially
concerning drug posses-
sion. He believes that the
right way to curb drug
abuse is to rehabilitate
instead of penalize.

“The new law proposal,
if approved, could mean
that someone caught with
one gram worth of drugs
faces a five-year prison
sentence. Meanwhile, a
drug trafficker with one or

Gov’t drops

two kilos of drugs, which
is what happens in Ma-
cau, faces seven or eight
years in prison. There’s a
lack of balance here,” said
Mr Nogueira, quoted by
TDM.

The IAS sees the imple-
mentation of tougher pe-
nalties by the Drug Law
as necessary, as it deter-
mined that the previous
regulations failed to have
a deterrent effect. The Bu-
reau will submit its draft
revision to the Legal Af-
fairs Bureau.

Moreover, Mr Noguei-
ra pointed out that the
Legal Affairs Bureau
might not be in favor of
the part of the draft re-
vision that entails awar-
ding police authorities
with higher powers and
allowing forensic and
medical examinations of
suspected drug dealers
or abusers.

‘residents

home ownership’ plan

HE government has

decided to shelve its
“Macau residents home
ownership plan,” which
was intended to provide
a new option for residents
who can neither afford to
buy a commercial apart-
ment nor qualify to apply
for the government’s af-
fordable housing.

The Housing Bureau an-
nounced last Friday that
the plan has not received
support from residents,
and thus is not yet in a
condition to be implemen-
ted.

The bureau has been in-
volved in a controversy
regarding the announce-
ment of the measure. It
admitted that it actually
disclosed the decision a
day early in a meeting,
to which only two media
organizations were invi-
ted, namely TDM and the

Macao Daily News.

Such a leak to selected
media quickly drew cri-
ticism from reporters, as
it indicates that it may
be a common practice
of the bureau in order to
avoid questioning from
the media on the gover-
nment’s policies, thus
harming competition in
the news industry and
infringing upon press
freedom.

The University of Ma-
cau’s Assistant Dean of the
Faculty of Social Sciences,
Agnes Lam, also respon-
ded yesterday that if the
government is in the habit
of classifying media outle-
ts by providing big news
only to pro-government
media, it will not only vio-
late some citizens’ rights
to information but also
damage the government’s
image. BY
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RENT

For Rent

One Central Tower 7

Penthouse Macau
(Ref: 15040492)
2,403sq. ft. HKD 50,000

Unique opportunity to live in an exclusive
penthouse.Located in the One Central complex,
this property offers stunning views across the
South China Sea towards Penha Hill. This
penthouse is considered to be one of the few true
luxury properties on the Macau peninsula.

Bauhinia Court, Hellene

Gardens Coloane

(Ref: 1505501)

1,663sq. ft. HKD 20,000

Stunning 3 bedroom top floor apartment with
access to the roof terrace and double parking
space Stylish open plan kitchen with all appliances
has views across pool towards the beach.The living
/dining area is spacious & bright with white
ceramic floor tiles . Available from End of July 2015

For Sale

Hellene Gardens 3 Bedroom

Apartment & Car Park

(Ref: 15055437)

1,663sq. ft. HKD 8.8M

Rate: HKD 5,292sq ft

Property Features & Benefits. Lovely renovated
apartment for sale in Bauhinia Court.Completely
renovated in 2011, this apartment needs no further
work. Bright kitchen with views over the swimming
pool and further onto Hac Sa Beach.Fitted
white/stainless steel cabinets, grey speckled Corian
worktop and black gloss tile splashback gives the
kitchen a modern high tech feel.

Office: (853) 2835 2699

PROPERTY WANTED FOR SALE OR

Email us your property details and asking price or call us at: +853 2835 2699

One Grantai, Unit Y Taipa

(Ref: 1505508)
2,158q. ft. HKD 22,000

Luxury High floor unfurnished apartment with 3
bedrooms + maids room. Large open planned
living/dining area with balcony and beautiful
green views. Fully fitted large kitchen, 3
bathrooms with 2 being en suite. Great Location
with easy reach of all Macau's major transport
links. Fantastic club house facilities including gym,
children's play areas, karaoke, reading rooms and
much mare.

Va Fu, Old Taipa Village Taipa

(Ref: 15050511)
800sq. ft. HKD 12,500

Spacious and bright furnished apartment. This
apartment has one bedroom with free standing
storage, one modern bathroom and one small
closed balcony for laundry.

Open plan living/dining area. Very centrally

located, within minutes of cafes, shops, banks,
restaurants and supermarkets, Bus stop across
the road. Fifteen minute walk from Cotai area.

Vila Bela Macau

(Ref: 15055442)

1,978 sq. ft. HKD 16M

Rate: HKD 8,088sq ft

Situated in Macau on the quiet secluded street of
Praia Grande. Stunning views across the tree
lined road to the Sai Wan bridge. An exclusive
property; 5 floors serviced by one lift, two
apartments per floor. Renovated in 2000, with
one design change making one bedroom larger
by closing one bathroom and extending the
bedroom. The apartment now has four double
bedrooms, two bathrooms, built in cabinets in
the master & another double bedroom.

Email: Info@JMLProperty.com

lau Lei Garden, Taipa

(Ref: 1505503)

1,100sg. ft. HKD 15,500

3 bedroom / 2 bathroom family apartment.

Open views across Taipa. Convenient location.

Bright and well appointed property. Excellent
value for money.

Houston Court, Coloane

Village

(Ref: 1505502)

800sq. ft. HKD 14,400

Stunning One Bedroom Apartment. Well
appointment property in Coloane village. Views
across the water to China. One king size bedroom
with built in storage. Good size en suite toilet &
shower room. Furnished & upgraded last month
(painted throughout. Air con gased & serviced,
new bathroom fittings). Modern open plan
kitchen & living area. Small private outdoor area.

Roof Top Apartment Macau
(Ref: 14095414)

7995q. ft. HKD 4.99M

Rate: HKD 6,250ft.

Renovated 5 years ago. Modern open plan
kitchen. Good size double bedroom on main
floor. Separate bathroom on main floor. Wooden
staircase to upper floor (open area: good for
bedroom, office, studio or entertainment area).
Great size private terrace. Viewings over looking
Government Offices. Rare chance to buy a view.
Viewings by appointment only.

i
)
X
property s

www.JMLproperty.com

Hellene Gardens Designer
Style Coloane

(Ref: 1505506)

1,663sq. ft. HKD 20,000

Renovated to a high standard. Large open plan
living & dining area. TV nook within living area
(possible to convert to 3 bedroom). Two double
bedrooms. Two bathrooms ( one with bath &
shower). Open plan modern kitchen. Balcony
area enlarged, with bi fold doors. Parking space
included.

Nam Long, Taipa
(Ref: 1505504)
520sq. ft. HKD 12,500

Taipa / Village apartment.Clean and simple
apartment in Central Location.Renovated / Two

bedrooms.

Easy access to shops, taxi's and Cotai strip.Popular
area where property is in high demand.

No internal pictures available until late May

Nova City - Central Taipa

(Ref: 14085412)

2,505sq. ft. HKD 19.8M

Rate: HKD7,904sq ft

Located in the premier block No 5 this apartment is
stunning With the original owner occupying the apartment
the interior standard is very high. 4 double bedrooms. 2
bathrooms. 1 toilet. Well equipped western style kitchen.
Parking Space HKD1,800,000

Contact the property Consultants today.
Juliet

(English Speaker)

T: (853) 6680 9804
Juliet@JMLPropertv.com

Lorraine

(English Speaker)

T: (853) 6610 2371
Lorraine@JMLProperty.com
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Qantas, China Eastern to review

Jetstar HK after rejection

ANTAS Airways Ltd. and

its partners in the Jetstar
Hong Kong budget airline will
review the venture after au-
thorities in the city rejected its
application for an operating
license.

Qantas, billionaire Stanley
Ho’s Shun Tak Holdings Ltd.
and state-controlled China
Eastern Airlines Corp. will
examine the venture, the Syd-
ney-based carrier said in a sta-
tement on its website. Hong
Kong’s Air Transport Licen-
sing Authority ruled Thursday
that the airline didn’t comply
with legal requirements to
have its principal place of bu-
siness in the city.

The ruling, more than two
years after Jetstar Hong
Kong first asked for a licen-
se, is a boost for Cathay Pa-
cific Airways Ltd., a full-ser-
vice airline that had opposed
Jetstar’s entry into its home
market. Cathay controls about
half of Hong Kong’s air traffic,
and Asia’s biggest internatio-
nal carrier is seeking to defend

ad
Cathay has so
much political
sway in what
happens there
that I’'m not
surprised to
see them not
get it

EVAN LUCAS
MARKET STRATEGIST, IG LTD.

IFT STUDENTS SUCCESSFULLY HOLD

2 4

PHOTO ARCHIVE

Stanley Ho smiles as he celebrates the trading debut of Ho’s SUM Holding Ltd. on th Hong Kong stock market in Hong Kong,

China, on Tuesday, July 16, 2008

that dominance as China’s
economic growth slows.
“Cathay has so much politi-
cal sway in what happens the-
re that I'm not surprised to see
them not get it,” Evan Lucas,
a market strategist at IG Ltd.,
said by phone from Sydney.
Qantas closed down 3.7 per-
cent at AUD3.12 Friday in
Sydney, the biggest fall since
June 18. Cathay dropped 2.2
percent in Hong Kong to clo-

‘U

se at HKD19.48, while China
Eastern dropped 10 percent
in Shanghai to finish at 11.67
yuan, its biggest fall in a mon-
th.

According to Article 134 of
Hong Kong’s Basic Law, the
local government can issue li-
censes to airlines that are in-
corporated in the city and use
it as their principal place of
business.

“There is no dispute that the

CEM COOPERATES WITH MACAU HOLY HOUSE OF
MERCY REHABILITATION CENTER FOR THE BLIND

day-to-day management wou-
1d be conducted in Hong Kong
and managed” in the city by
Jetstar Hong Kong’s CEO, but
that’s not enough to meet the
criteria for principle place of
business, the licensing autho-
rity said in its ruling.

The low-cost carrier was for-
med in 2012 as a joint ventu-
re between Australia’s Qantas
and Shanghai-based China
Eastern. Shun Tak joined later

as a local partner and has 51
percent of voting rights, with
the three parties holding equal
economic stakes. Seventy per-
cent of the board is from Hong
Kong, according to the Qantas
statement.

“The message from this de-
cision is that Hong Kong
appears closed to fresh avia-
tion investment even when it
is majority locally owned and
controlled,” Qantas Chief Exe-
cutive Officer Alan Joyce said
in a statement. “Shutting the
door to new competition can
only serve the vested inte-
rests already installed in that
market.”

Qantas lost A$50 million
on its investments in Jetstar
Hong Kong and Jetstar Japan
in the year ended June 2013
and a further A$70 million in
the year ended June 2014, the
company said in its annual re-
sults last year. It didn’t break
down how much of the losses
were attributed to each unit.

The carrying value of the Je-
tstar Hong Kong investment
was A$10 million as of Dec.
31, 2014, Qantas said Friday.
Jetstar Hong Kong chief exe-
cutive Edward Lau said in a
statement Thursday that the
airline is “extremely disa-
ppointed” with the decision.

The ruling “is the right de-
cision for Hong Kong,” Ja-
mes Tong, Cathay’s director
for corporate affairs, said in
a statement Thursday night.
The decision “ensures that im-
portant Hong Kong economic
assets, its air traffic rights, are
used for the benefit of the peo-
ple and the economy of Hong
Kong.”

“This is a significant moral
victory for Cathay,” said Ti-
mothy Ross, Singapore-based
head of Asia Pacific trans-
port research at Credit Suisse
Group AG. “Had Jetstar pre-
vailed, it could have been seen
as a backdoor means for other
carriers to start a hub in Hong
Kong.” Bloomberg

BNU AND BANK OF CHINA PARTNER ON
PROMOTING BUSINESS BETWEEN CHINA AND
PORTUGUESE SPEAKING COUNTRIES

More than 20 IFT students suc-
cessfully held the Art Plus event
at The Venetian Macao’s Cotai
Expo Saturday. Entirely created,
designed, marketed and execu-
ted by the students themselves,
Art Plus was venue sponsored
by The Venetian Macao, whose
sponsorship included lucky draw
items, event materials and equi-
pment, audio-visual equipment,
manpower, booths and more.
The students created the Art
Plus exhibition as part of their

Event Preparations course at the

Institute for Tourism Studies, Ma-
cao (IFT), led by instructor Gene
Capuano. Capuano is vice presi-
dent of convention and exhibition
operations for Venetian Macau
Limited and is a CMP (Certified
Meeting Professional). Capuano
was one of the officiating gues-
ts at Saturday’s ribbon cutting,
along with Simpson Lei, corpo-
rate communications manager;
Fanny Vong, IFT’s president; and
Queenie Tang, coordinator of
IFT’s retail, business and mana-
gement course.

In 2000, CEM pioneered the
“Community Programme” in whi-
ch voluntary technical staff provi-
ded free of charge safety checks
and rewiring of electrical installa-
tions for elderly citizens living alo-
ne, underprivileged families, and
citizens with special needs. Last
year, CEM extended the scope to
install special doorbell flashlights
for members of the Macau Deaf
Association.

This year the Program has
been extended to help the mem-
bers of the Rehabilitation Center
for the Blind, an institution under

the social welfare scope of the
Macau Holy House of Mercy.
CEM volunteers not only perform
safety checks but also relocate
electrical parts of the electrical
installation, such as sockets, wi-
res, so that members who are
visually impaired have better
access to these components
and live in a safer environment.
12 members of the Center have
applied to be included in this ini-
tiative, and 8 more are expected
to join later, totaling of 20 cases.
The first batch of upgrades have
just begun.

On June 25th, Banco Na-
cional Ultramarino (BNU) and
Bank of China (BOC), Ma-
cau Branch signed a protoco
on promoting business be
tween China and Portuguese
speaking countries. |

The signing of the Proto-
col signifies the start of more
in-depth and comprehensive
cooperation between the two
banks. Via the global network
of Caixa Geral de Depoésitos
(CGD), the parent company
of BNU, and Bank of China,
a platform of information and
communication channels will
be created to share market
information on China and Por-
tuguese speaking countries. It
is to promote cross-referrals
of business opportunities and

also to strengthen the coope-
ration in settlement and credit
related business.
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Burgundy drives
Acker wine
auctions as
Romanee-Conti,
Jayer lead

Chateau Petrus, a wine estate in Bordeaux’s Pomerol region, produces some

=

=
1,

of its most expensive wines. Its vineyards are predominantly planted with

merlot grapes
Guy Collins

URGUNDY accounted

for more than 45 percent
of sales at Acker Merrall &
Condit auctions so far this
year, ahead of Bordeaux on
just under 30 percent, as Do-
maine de la Romanee-Conti
and Henri Jayer swept all of
its top 25 lots.

Its most expensive lot of
the past six months com-
prised 12 bottles of Roma-
nee-Conti 1988 Domaine
de la Romanee-Conti from
Burgundy’s Cote de Nui-
ts region, which fetched
USD178,477 in Hong Kong
in March, while 12 bottles
of Cros Parantoux 1999
Henri Jayer from the villa-
ge of Vosne Romanee sold
for $148,200 in New York
in February, Acker Merrall
said in a statement.

The data came amid signs
appetite for top Bordeaux
is also reviving after prices
dropped between 2011 and
2014. While Burgundy has
frequently led global auc-
tions in the past couple of
years, Californian wines as
well as those from northern
Italy and the Rhone are also
featuring among top bids
and there are indications
of a pickup in demand from
U.S. clients.

“America is buying more
A to Z, collecting more wi-
nes and getting stronger

in general,” Acker Merrall
Chairman John Kapon said
in the e-mailed statement.
“It also shows how much
potential remains in the Far
East. China is still really
in its development stages,
yet continues to spend the
most money.”

Collectors from Hong
Kong, Macau, Taiwan and
mainland China accounted
for more than 48 percent
of sales, while Americans
were responsible for more
than 45 percent of dollars
spent, according to Acker
Merrall, whose revenue
over six months exceeded
$40 million.

Leading lots from Bor-
deaux sold during the
period included six mag-
nums of Chateau Petrus
2000, which sold for
$44,619, as did 12 bottles
of the same Pomerol es-
tate’s 1989 vintage and 12
bottles of nearby Le Pin’s
2000 wine. Bloomberg

18%
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SANDS CHINA NEWS

Team Members Keen on Sands China’s New Career
Development Programme

Over 1,000 have shown interest in voluntary six-month
assignments in non-gaming departments

Sands China has long been committed to providing its team members with ample oppor-
tunities for career growth. The latest iteration of that ongoing effort is the company’s new
Integrated Resort Career Development Programme. More than 1,000 Sands China team
members have expressed their interest in joining the programme.

After the announcement of the programme in May, team members showed a keen inte-
rest in taking advantage of the opportunity it provides. The participating team members
are gaining experience working in several non-gaming departments throughout the com-
pany’s integrated resorts, via voluntary six-month assignments.

Over 1,000 Sands China team members have expressed interest in the company's new Integrated Resort Career Development
Programme, giving them the chance to gain experience working in several non-gaming departments, such as front office
operations, via voluntary six-month assignments throughout the company’s integrated resorts

A DIVERSITY OF OPPORTUNITIES

The programme kicked off June 15, with close to 200 team members now working with
the hotel operations team, in front office, public areas, concierge, recreation, housekee-
ping, guest services and retail. Another 60 team members are working with the entertain-
ment team, and over 100 are now with the food and beverage department.

Team members will soon begin taking their posts for the second phase of the programme,
which launches in July, and offers team members opportunities to work in departments
such as finance, facilities, convention and exhibition, information technology and others.

AN EYE ON TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT

The Integrated Resort Career Development Programme is one of the most recent initia-
tives of the Sands China Academy, a platform focusing on team member training and de-
velopment, and the professional development of Macao locals, including non-employees,
such as employees of Sands China’s partner retailers.

“We are very pleased to see our team members embracing this valuable Integrated
Resort Career Development Programme,” said Antonio Ramirez, senior vice president of
human resources for Sands China Ltd. “It provides them a chance to learn new and diver-
se skills and gives them opportunities for horizontal and upward mobility in their career
paths.”

Developing a well-trained workforce is important to Sands China, as a way to further
support Macao’s rise as a world centre of tourism and leisure. The new Integrated Resort
Career Development Programme contributes to the push for non-gaming diversification in
Macao, and is a recent example of Sands China’'s commitment to developing local talent.

Sands China team members learn about opportunities to experience working with departments such as finance, facilities,
information technology, convention and exhibition and others.
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Central bank makes 4th interest
rate cut as market slumps

HINA'’S central bank an-
nounced Saturday the
fourth round of interest cuts
in seven months and lower de-
posit-reserve ratios for some
banks to lend to small and ru-
ral businesses, as Beijing tries
to shore up the country’s slug-
gish economy.
The announcement for the

ISING up from the
enter of Beijing, not
far from the Temple of
Heaven, is the loudest
voice in the wild east of

world’s second-largest eco-
nomy also followed a nearly
20 percent drop in China’s
stock market over the past two
weeks.

The People’s Bank of China
said it would cut the rate on
a one-year loan by commer-
cial banks by 0.25 percentage
point to 4.85 percent. The in-

terest rate paid on a one-year
deposit would be lowered by
0.25 point to 2 percent.

Rates were cut on Nov. 22,
March 1 and then May 11. The
new rates took effect yesterday.

The central bank also said it
would lower the deposit-re-
serve ratios by 50 points for
some banks that are lending

to small businesses and agri-
culture-related businesses, a
move that would ease lending
for the private sector by cut-
ting the amount of reserves
the banks are required to hold.

“The cuts will support the ad-
justment of economic structu-
re, support the real economy,
and lower financing costs,”

said Yao Yudong, director for
the People’s Bank Finance Re-
search Institute, in an inter-
view by the state broadcaster
China Central Television.

“The prudent monetary policy
remains unchanged,” Yao said.

The state-owned banking in-
dustry lends mostly to state
companies, so the new mea-
sure is expected to inject more
credit into rural and small bu-
sinesses.

“The purpose of the oriented
lowering of deposit-reserve
ratios would boost financial
institutes’ abilities to support
rural, agricultural and small
businesses,” according to an
explanatory note posted on
the central bank’s website. “It
would improve the key areas
and weak links in the national
economy. It is conducive for
the financial institutes to su-
pport entrepreneurship.”

Communist leaders have af-
firmed their commitment to a
“new normal” of slower, more
sustainable growth but are
very sensitive to the potential
for political unrest in the event
unemployment spikes up.

The country’s economic
growth has slowed to the
lowest level since the after-
math of the 2008 global cri-
sis. Over the past two weeks,
its stock market— which had
been performing extraordina-
rily well — tumbled.

On Friday, the Shanghai in-
dex fell 7.4 percent, and the
Shenzhen composite dropped
7.9 percent. AP

Stock plunge leaves state media speechless

the Chinese stock market.

It’s neither a bank nor a
brokerage - it’s the head-
quarters of Xinhua News
Agency, long considered
the “throat and tongue” of
the Chinese government.

With the heady exu-
berance over Chinese
stocks starting to fade,
sowing fears of worse to
come, investors are scou-
ring state media for clues
to the Communist Party’s
thinking.

Only months ago, en-
couraging words from
Xinhua sent stocks soa-
ring. Now, with markets
sinking, that official line
has gone quiet, leaving
many wondering how -
or whether - Beijing mi-
ght respond.

Just how much China’s
state media are used to
telegraph  government
views on the markets is
the subject of debate.
Xinhua, founded in 1931
as the Red China News
Agency, didn’t answer
calls to its news hotline
seeking comment.

But analysts agree that
Xinhua, a ministry-level
government department,
is too powerful to ignore.
If nothing else, reports
and commentary by sta-
te media sway investor
psychology and can turn
aroutinto a rally - or vice
versa.

“Investing in China
stocks means you have
to follow state media,”
said Nelson Yan, the
chief investment officer
at the Hong Kong unit
of Changjiang Securities
Co. Government policy,
after all, has been largely
behind the world-beating
124 percent market gain
of the past 12 months.

The recent quiet has
prompted  speculation
that Chinese authorities
are willing to tolerate
greater market volatility.
On Tuesday, for instance,
the Shanghai Composite
Index fell as much as 4.8
percent before more than
wiping out its losses in
the biggest same-day re-
covery in eight years.

BLOOMBERG

Investors monitor and trade stocks at a securities exchange in Shanghai

Not long ago, Xinhua
and others leapt into ac-
tion when the market
swooned. In January
and again in May, Xi-
nhua responded to steep
declines within hours.
Its reassuring takeaway:
the record rally was alive
and well. In both instan-
ces, the Shanghai index
rebounded more than 7
percent within a week.

Given that history,
many looked to the sta-
te media after the in-
dex plunged 6.4 percent
nearly two weeks ago.

So far, Xinhua has pro-
vided no take on what
that decline might mean.
The Shanghai Composite
sank another 7.4 percent
on Friday to the lowest
level in seven weeks.
Xinhua isn’t the only
state source that mat-
ters. The government
and the Communist Par-
ty also run newspapers
with varying degrees of
influence. Some of tho-
se outlets have weighed
in following the recent
selloff.

In a front-page com-

mentary on Tuesday, the
China Securities Journal
said the nation’s “liqui-
dity bull market” was
“taking a break.” Future
gains would be “slow” and
driven by government ef-
forts to reform state-ow-
ned companies, the paper
said, echoing an earlier
article by the state-run
Securities Times.

The takeaway is that
authorities are trying to
discourage speculative
bets on the highest-flying
stocks, Yan said. Instead,
the government wants to
steer money toward sta-
te-run companies, whi-
ch tend to trade at lower
valuations.

The message appears
to be sinking in. Margin
debt, a favorite tool of
speculators, has dropped
for four straight days
on the Shanghai Stock
Exchange. Technolo-
gy shares, which almost
doubled this year, lag-
ged behind the broader
market last week. Go-
vernment-run utilities,

meanwhile, posted some
of the biggest gains.

Granted, not everyone
thinks the state media
are a fundamental force
in the markets.

“It’'s more a psycho-
logical impact than a
real impact,” said Wu
Kan, a fund manager at
Dragon Life Insurance
Co. in Shanghai, which
oversees about USD3.3
billion.

Still, psychology ma-
tters. Yao Lina, an ac-
countant in Shanghai, is
looking for clues in the
state media before deci-
ding whether to get back
into stocks. She sold
everything last week.

“The tone from the sta-
te media is particularly
helpful to retail investors
like me, as I have a job to
do and am pretty busy,”
said Yao, 35. “China’s
stock market is really di-
fferent from other coun-
tries. The government
surely has some measu-
res to control the move-
ment.” Bloomberg
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fire on a music

stage spread into

a crowd of specta-

tors at a Saturday
night party at a Taiwan wa-
ter park, injuring more than
500 people, including eight
in critical condition, autho-
rities said yesterday.

The fire was sparked by
an accidental explosion of
a colored theatrical powder
thrown from the stage in
front of about 1,000 people,
the fire agency and local me-
dia said. The powder for the
one-time event call ed “Color
Play Asia” ignited along the
ground, mainly burning peo-
ple’s lower bodies, said Wang
Wei-sheng, a liaison with the
New Taipei City fire depart-
ment command center.

Taiwan’s Central News
Agency reported witnes-
ses as saying the fire at the
Formosa Water Park in New
Taipei City spread quickly
after powder was blown into
the air.

Taiwan Premier Mao Chih
-kuo announced a ban yes-
terday on parties that use
flammable colored powder.

A total of 516 people were
reported to have burn inju-
ries as of about 11 a.m. Sun-
day, Wang said.

The official injury toll had
risen from slightly more
than 200 at midnight, be-

AP PHOTO

TAIWAN

More than 500 injured as
hits music party

fire

Emergency rescue workers and concert spectators tend to injured victims from an explosion during a music concert at the Formosa
Water Park in New Taipei City

Shanghai police remove
protesters who oppose
chemical plant

Paul Traynor, Shanghai

AP PHOTO

OLICE in China’s fi-

nancial hub Shan-
ghai took away at least
three busloads of envi-
ronmental  protesters
outside the municipal
government Saturday,
preventing the latest
rally that started with a
rumor that a petroche-
mical plant could move
into the area.

Concerned with public
health but shut out of
decision-making, more
affluent Chinese are in-
creasingly taking to the 7o
streets to oppose poten-

have been protesting

outside the district
government — about
kilometers from

tially hazardous projects
such as petrochemical
plants. Authorities in
turn have suppressed
the assemblies that have
in the past turned vio-
lent and weakened the
authority of local gover-
nments.

In the latest case,
thousands of residents
in the Shanghai subur-
ban district of Jinshan

downtown Shanghai —
during the past week
following the rumor
about a petrochemical
plant moving into their
neighborhood. Shan-
ghai authorities have
dismissed it as untrue.

Still skeptical, the resi-
dents planned to protest
outside the municipal
government in central
Shanghai on Saturday,
but the venue was guar-

Residents protest with a banner with the words “Refuse refining
chemicals and refuse chemical pollution” in Jinshan district
near Shanghai

ded by hundreds of poli-
ce, both uniformed and
plainclothes. SWAT po-
lice patrolled police ta-
pes fencing off the area
the protesters planned
to gather.

The police forced de-
monstrators to board
buses before driving
away from downtown
Shanghai. Scuffles broke
out with less obedient
protesters. Police also
grabbed an Associa-
ted Press reporter and
tried to shove him away.
Plainclothes officers

used umbrellas to try to
block filming.

“People got angry and
started to chant, and
then they were taken
away by police,” said a
Jinshan resident who
only gave her family
name of Shen.

The rumor involves
a paraxylene plant the
protesters believe will
be built in an industrial
zone in Jinshan. Pa-
raxylene is a hazardous
chemical used to pro-
duce fibers and plastics.
Exposure to paraxyle-
ne can cause eye, nose
and throat irritation. In
April, six people were
hospitalized in an ex-
plosion at a paraxylene
plant in the southeas-
tern Fujian province.

The Shanghai govern-
ment announced Friday
that it would cease any
environmental assess-
ment for the industrial
zone — possibly mea-
ning no new project —
and focus on cleaning
up pollution. It earlier
made repeated assuran-
ces that no paraxylene

factory would be built in
Jinshan.
However, many are

distrustful of the govern-
ment, citing rampant cor-
ruption, incompetence,
and lack of transparency
in decision-making. AP

cause about 300 people had
made their own way to hos-
pitals. Eight people had li-
fe-threatening injuries, ac-
cording to Taiwan’s Central
News Agency.

The victims included four
mainland Chinese and two
foreigners. An 18-year-old
from Taiwan was burned on
90 percent of her body.

Central News Agency said
that police were questioning
two park workers who had
launched the powder as well
as the party’s on-site orga-
nizer and two technicians.
They may face charges of
professional negligence cau-
sing serious injuries and en-
dangering the public, it said.

The exact cause of the fire
is still being investigated.

Video showed rescue
workers and bystanders car-
rying burned and injured
people on their backs, in
inflatable boats and on stre-
tchers to get medical treat-
ment. AP

Gov’t sentences
13 to death in
public rally as Xi
battles drugs

Brendan Scott

HINA sentenced 13 drug dealers and traffickers to
death at a public rally, in the latest example of au-
thorities using mass trials to support crime crackdowns.
The prisoners were among 38 drug convicts to receive
sentences before a crowd of 10,000 on Friday in the
city of Lufeng in the southern province of Guangdong,
the official Xinhua News Agency said. Eight more were
sentenced to death with a two-year reprieve, while the
others received long prison terms on the UN’s Interna-
tional Anti-Drug Day.

While China has held mass sentencings to mark the
date before, the event came a day after President Xi
Jinping pledged “no rest until a sweeping victory” was
achieved against drugs. The country has seen a more
than six-fold increase since 2008 in the number of peo-
ple using synthetic drugs, the Chinese Ministry of Pu-
blic Security said Tuesday.

On Thursday, the U.S. Department of State criticized
China’s use of mass sentencing in the far western re-
gion of Xinjiang, where more than 40 percent of the
population is Muslim. Authorities sentenced three peo-
ple to death in stadium filled with 7,000 onlookers in
March of last year.

Guangdong - a province of more than 100 million - is
China’s largest producer of methamphetamine, Xinhua
said. More than one-third of the drug consumed in Chi-
na was made in villages administered by Lufeng, about
167 kilometers northeast of Hong Kong.

Authorities have arrested more than 660 suspects
and seized more than 3,300 kilograms of metham-
phetamine in Lufeng over the past two years, Xinhua
said. Bloomberg
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Trade victory boosts Obama in Asia

Matthew Pennington, Washington

legislative victory on trade
this past week has given a
vital boost to President Barack
Obama’s effort to deepen U.S.
engagement in the Asia-Paci-
fic region. His administration
also navigated worrying ten-
sions with China by stressing
at high-level talks in Washin-
gton how the two powers can
cooperate on issues of global
concern, like climate change.
But there was  sobe-
ring news from Asia with impli-
cations for U.S. policymakers.
In Myanmar, where the U.S.
has been a champion of demo-
cratic reforms, parliament re-
jected constitutional changes
to dilute the military’s role in
politics. The legislature also
blocked the prospect of oppo-
sition leader Aung San Suu Kyi
contesting for the presidency
in crucial November elections.
China’s territorial ambi-
tions have become a source of
growing acrimony with its nei-
ghbors and the United States.
On Friday, Philippine officials
said China was pressing ahead
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President Barack Obama

with construction of artificial
islands in the disputed South
China Sea, a massive land re-
clamation project Beijing had
said would soon end.

And in Thailand, America’s
oldest ally in Asia, there were
further signs that the military
junta is tightening its grip after

a year in power. The timetable
for free elections remains un-
certain, meaning the U.S. re-
lationship with Thailand will
continue to be strained, even
as the U.S. prepares to fill its
ambassadorial vacancy there.
The tapestry of concerns
shows that Obama’s strategic

mission in Asia is a complex
one. Since his first term, his ad-
ministration has sought to in-
crease U.S. diplomatic, security
and commercial ties there.

That mission, and the presi-
dent’s legacy, got an important
boost with the congressional
approval this week of “fast-tra-
ck” authority enhancing Oba-
ma’s ability to negotiate trade
deals.

That paves the way for the
U.S. and 11 other nations
to finalize the Trans-Pacific
Partnership, the main econo-
mic element of his so-called
“pivot” strategy to Asia. Fast
track enables the president to
present a negotiated deal that
lawmakers can approve or re-
ject but not amend, a necessity
if the market-opening deal is to
gain eventual ratification.

It was a remarkable turnarou-
nd. Just two weeks ago, Oba-
ma’s own Democratic Party
had dealt him an embarrassing
defeat on fast track. Now trade
experts believe Obama’s ne-
gotiators could finish the deal
with the other nations by ear-
ly fall and that Congress could

vote on it by year’s end. That
would quell perceptions that
the U.S. is allowing China, the
main trading partner for most
of Asia, to set the region’s in-
ternational economic agenda.

But far from Washington, a
marquee achievement in the
administration’s push to ex-
pand American influence in
Southeast Asia suffered a se-
tback.

Myanmar’s parliament, whe-
re the military retains a heavy
influence and is guaranteed
one-quarter of the seats, voted
Thursday against ending the
military’s veto power on cons-
titutional amendments and
changing the rule that stands
in the way of Suu Kyi comple-
ting a Mandela-like transition
from political prisoner to na-
tional leader.

Democratic Rep. Joe Crowley
and Republican Rep. Steve
Chabot said in a joint state-
ment that the military’s scot-
ching of constitutional reform
“solidifies concerns that the
country’s upcoming elections
cannot be free, fair, or credib-
le.” AP
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AY rights activists in

Asia, where no coun-

try allows same-sex

couples to legally
marry, are upbeat about pros-
pects for a change following
the landmark U.S. Supreme
Court ruling Friday giving
same-sex couples the right to
marry in all 50 states.

In the Philippines, in India,
and elsewhere, gay rights ad-
vocates think the U.S. ruling
may help change attitudes,
just as American activists —
and judges, educators and le-
gislators — had earlier been
influenced by the easy accep-
tance of same-sex marriage
in some European countries,
where the laws were changed
smoothly without much fuss.

A look at some of the reac-
tions and background on gay
rights:

PHILIPPINES

In the Philippines, activists
seeking to win legal recogni-
tion for same-sex marriages
believe the U.S. ruling will be
useful, particularly since the
country’s legal setup is largely
based on the U.S. system, said
Sylvia Estrada Claudio, a gen-
der rights advocate and pro-
fessor at the University of the
Philippines.

“This ruling will have positi-
ve repercussions for our own
movements here,” she said.

The Philippines’ civil code
limits marriage to a union
between a man and a woman
— but the constitutionality of
this proviso is being challen-
ged by a lawyer, Jesus Nicardo
Falcis III.

INDIA

The issue is different in In-
dia, where activists believe
the U.S. ruling may make In-
dian judges and legislators
feel uncomfortably isolated
by the 2013 Indian Supreme
Court decision to reinstate a
colonial-era law making ho-
mosexuality a crime.

The law calls homosexuali-
ty an “unnatural offense” pu-
nishable by 10 years in jail. In
the past, police have used it
to harass people and demand
bribes from gays.

Ashok Row Kavi, head of
the Humsafar Trust advoca-
cy group, said the U.S. ru-
ling may force India’s highest
court to take a fresh look at
the issue.

“In the light of globalization,
the (Indian) Supreme Court
judgment is being cited as a
totally reactionary judgment,”
he said. “A judgment that goes
against the whole concept of
human rights which had been
on a progressive upsurge in
India.”

SOUTH KOREA

South Koreans’ attitudes
toward sexual minorities have
been shaped by a patriarchal
culture that emphasizes tradi-
tional values and the experien-
ce of military dictatorships
that condemned homosexuali-
ty. Conservative Christianity,
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LGBT activists in Asia upbeat
about impact of US court ruling

e

which was mainly imported
from the U.S., is strong in the
country and a powerful politi-
cal lobby.

“Following the legalization of
same-sex marriages in Euro-
pean countries, the decision in
the U.S. strengthens the sense
that this is the inevitable way
of moving forward, and South
Korean politicians will be re-
quired to express their thou-
ghts on it,” said Han Ga-ram,
an openly-gay human rights
lawyer and activist.

HONG KONG

“It’s one step forward for
the United States that leaves
Hong Kong one further step

ad

This ruling will
have positive
repercussions
for our own
movements
here

SYLVIA ESTRADA CLAUDIO
ADVOCATE AND PROFESSOR
UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES
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behind,” said lawyer Michael
Vidler.

Vidler is part of a legal team
challenging a government de-
cision to deny a dependent
visa to a gay British woman
so she can live with her part-
ner in the socially conservati-
ve southern Chinese city. The
pair formed a civil partnership
in 2011 and moved to Hong
Kong the same year after the
woman’s partner landed a job.
But the woman, identified
only as QT, has been twice de-
nied a dependent visa, leaving
her unable to work.

The outcome of the case
could have an impact on the
city’s reputation as a global
financial center and leading
business hub. While the U.S.
ruling won’t have any effect
on legislation in the specially
administered Hong Kong,
“clearly it shows that the tide
is turning, in fact has turned,
and Hong Kong has been left
behind,” said Vidler.

JAPAN

In Japan, homosexuality is
not illegal, “but the atmos-
phere is such that most peo-
ple feel homosexuals should
not exist,” said Kazuyuki Mi-
nami, a lawyer in Osaka. “It’s

Filipino LGBTs (Leshians Gays Bisexual and Transgenders) form the word “Pride” as they gather for a Gay Pride rally Saturday in Manila

tough. It’s hard to come out
to families, friends and in the
workplace.”

Minami held a marriage ce-
remony with his own partner,
who is also a lawyer, in 2011.

Though Japan has some very
popular transgender enter-
tainment personalities, homo-
sexuality is not widely accep-
ted in its mainstream culture.
Schools tend to foster specific
male and female models for
behavior.

CHINA

The news has quickly spread
in China’s social media, whe-
re the U.S. Supreme Court’s
ruling rekindled public dis-
cussions on homosexuality
and same-sex marriage in this
traditionally conservative but
largely atheist country.

Li Yinhe, a leading Chinese
sexologist who has long urged
Beijing to legalize same-sex
marriage, said that the U.S.
ruling could be exemplary
for China and help sway the
public opinion in favor of sa-
me-sex marriage in China.

“The Chinese people usually
think that China is a poor
country and the United States
is rich, and that what Ameri-
ca has achieved is our future

goal,” she said.

“I think the ruling will have a
big impact on China and may
promote the legalization of sa-
me-sex marriage in China.”

THAILAND

In Thailand, one of the most
tolerant countries in Asia for
gays and a top tourist gay
destination, there have been
attempts by civil societies to
introduce a bill that would ex-
tend the same rights to same-
sex couples.

A draft of a new constitu-
tion under the military junta
that took power in a coup last
year contains a clause aimed
at protecting the rights of gay
and transgender people. The
wording would make it illegal
to discriminate according to
gender.

“For Thailand, the momen-
tum is already shifting. In the
new constitution that is being
drafted, gender is mentioned
in a clause, guaranteeing the
rights to everyone, regardless
of their sexes. With this new
example set by the U.S., we
will surely move forward. But
now, let’s celebrate with them.
I'm very glad for them,” said
gay rights activist Natee Tee-
rarojjanapongs. AP
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GREECE

European Central Bank
refuses to increase credit

Elena Becatoros and
David McHugh, Athens

HE European Central Bank

refused to increase emer-
gency credit to Greek banks
yesterday, a day after the gover-
nment threw Greece’s bailout
negotiations into turmoil by
calling a referendum on credi-
tors’ financial proposals.

The central bank’s decision
— seen treading a narrow mid-
dle ground that could keep the
bailout talks going — left Gree-
ce’s banks under increasing
pressure since they are seeing
deposits drain away.

Anxious Greeks lining up at
ATMs all weekend, worried
about the possibility of finan-
cial controls being imposed to
stop banks from hemorrhaging
funds. Those fears are driven
by the fact Greece’s internatio-
nal bailout runs out tomorrow
and it needs the last tranche of
those funds to pay some $1.6
billion euros (USD1.8 billion) it
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A man walks past graffiti made by street artist N_Grams that read “NO” in German

but also “YES, IN” in Greek, in Athens

owes to the International Mo-
netary Fund on the same day.
The  developments have
thrown Greece’s financial future
and its continued membership

in the 19-nation shared euro
currency into question.
The ECB said it could reconsi-
der its decision on credit levels.
“We continue to work closely

with the Bank of Greece and we
strongly endorse the commit-
ment of member states in ple-
dging to take action to address
the fragilities of euro-area eco-
nomies,” ECB chief Mario Dra-
ghi said.

Yannis Stournaras, governor
of the Bank of Greece, said the
bank would “take all measures
necessary to ensure financial
stability for Greek citizens in
these difficult circumstances.”

The Greek finance ministry
said the country’s financial
stability council, the Systemic
Risk Board, was to meet yes-
terday afternoon to discuss the
situation. The board is a seven-
member body that includes the
finance minister, the central
bank governor and the heads
of the Greek banks association,
the capital markets commission
and the financial stability fund.

Finance Minister Yanis Va-
roufakis meanwhile, tweeted
that the government “oppo-
ses the very concept” of capi-
tal controls within a monetary
union. He also suggested that
his country might not pay the
money it owes to the IMF to-
MOTTOW.

Varoufakis refused to reply
to a direct question yesterday
on the IMF payment. Instead,
he told BBC radio that the ECB
should pay the money to the
IMF out of the profits it made

on Greek bonds in 2014, an
idea he called “a very sensible
transfer.”

“We are owed money by one
part of the troika and we owe
money to another part of the
troika? Why don’t they sort
themselves out and transfer
money from one pocket ... to
the other?” Varoufakis said.

Greek Prime Minister Alexia
Tsipras’ move for a national
vote on Sunday on the credi-
tors’ financial proposals startled
and angered Greece’s European
partners, who said they would
not accept an extension of the
current bailout, which expires
tomorrow. Parliament approved
the referendum call in a majori-
ty vote early yesterday.

France’s prime minister,
meanwhile, urged all in Europe
to do everything they could to
keep Greece in the eurozone.

“We don’t know — none of
us — the consequences of an
exit from the euro zone, either
on the political or economic
front. We must do everything
so that Greece stays in the euro
zone,” French Prime Minister
Manuel Valls told France’s i-
Tele TV.

“But doing everything, that
means respecting Greece and
democracy, but it’s also about
respecting European rules.
So Greece needs to come back
to the negotiating table.” AP
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447 WORLD

Ben Wiacek and Paul Schemm,
Sousse

young man pulled a

Kalashnikov from a

beach umbrella an

prayed gunfire at
European sunbathers at a Tu-
nisian resort, killing at least 39
people — one of three deadly
attacks Friday from Europe to
North Africa to the Middle East
that followed a call to violence
by Islamic State extremists.

The shootings in the Tuni-
sian resort of Sousse happe-
ned at about the same time as
a bombing at a Shiite mosque
in Kuwait and an attack on a
U.S.-owned factory in Fran-
ce that included a beheading.
It was unclear if the violence
was linked but it came days af-
ter the IS militants urged their
followers “to make Ramadan
a month of calamities for the
nonbelievers.” The SITE Inte-
lligence Group reported later
that the IS claimed credit for
the Tunisia attack on its Twi-
tter account and identified
the gunman as Abu Yahya al-
Qayrawani.

The attack in Tunisia, the
country’s worst ever, comes
just months after the March 18
massacre at the national Bardo
museum in Tunis that killed 22
people, again mostly tourists,
and has called into question
the newly elected government’s
ability to protect the country.

“Once again, cowardly and
traitorous hands have stru-
ck Tunisia, targeting its securi-
ty and that of its children and
visitors,” President Beji Caid
Essebsi told reporters at the
RIU Imperial Marhaba hotel,
near the beach rampage site.

Essebsi promised “painful but
necessary” measures, adding:
“No country is safe from ter-
rorism, and we need a global
strategy of all democratic coun-
tries.”

TUNISIA WEIGHS NEW
SECURITY APPROACH

AS TOURISTS FLEE

TUNISIA’S TOP security of-
ficial says 1,000 extra police
are being deployed at tourist
sites and beaches in the North
African nation. Interior Minis-
ter Mohamed Najem Gharsalli
made the announcement late
Saturday. He said “we don’t
want to make tourist establish-
ments into barracks, that’s not
our goal. But we must act to
guarantee the security of the
tourist sector.” Thousands of
tourists fled Tunisia on Satur-
day after the country’s worst
terrorist attack killed 38 people.
Hundreds more were to leave
yesterday. The Friday attack on
tourists at a beach is expected
to be a huge blow to Tunisia’s
tourism sector, which made up
nearly 15 percent of the coun-
try’s gross domestic product in
2014.
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ISLAMIC EXTREMISM

Dozens Killed in attacks in
Tunisia, Kuwait and France

A young woman lays flowers at the scene of a shooting in Sousse, Tunisia

a The carnage
in Tunisia began
on the beach,
where tourists
described
hearing
fireworks and
then running for
their lives when
they realized it
was gunfire

Tunisian authorities iden-
tified the attacker as 24-year
-old Master’s student Seifed-
dine Rezgui, saying he killed
38 people, 15 of them British,
as well as German, Irish, Bel-
gian and Portuguese victims.
The wounded included 24 Bri-
tons, seven Tunisians, three
Belgians, and a German, Rus-
sian and Ukrainian.

The Islamic State group clai-
med responsibility for the suici-
de bombing at the Shiite mos-
que in Kuwait City that killed
at least 277 people and wounded
scores of other worshippers at
midday prayers — the first such
attack in the mostly quiet and
relatively secure Gulf Arab na-
tion in more than two decades.

In southeastern France, a man
with ties to Islamic radicals

rammed a car into a gas fac-
tory, touching off an explosion
that injured two people. Autho-
rities arriving at the site made
a grisly discovery: the severed
head of the driver’s employer
was found hanging at the plant
entrance.

The suspect, Yassine Salhi,
was seized by an alert firefigh-
ter, authorities said, and Fren-
ch President Francois Hollande
said the attacker’s intention
had been to cause an explosion.
A security alert for the sou-
theast region was raised to its
highest level for the next three
days, and the U.S. Embassy in
Paris warned American citizens
to be vigilant.

In an audio recording released
Tuesday, the Islamic State cal-
led on its supporters to increase
attacks during Ramadan and
“be keen on waging invasion in
this eminent month and com-
mit martyrdom.”

In Britain, police said they
were tightening security at ma-
jor events after the attacks in
France, Kuwait and Tunisia, in-
cluding for the weekend events
of Armed Forces Day and the
Pride London gay and lesbian
festival.

The attacks were condemned
by the United Nations, the U.S.,
Israel and others.

“We stand with these nations
as they respond to attacks on
their soil today,” the White
House said. Pentagon spokes-
man Col. Steve Warren added
it was “too soon to tell whether

or not these various and far-
flung attacks were coordinated
centrally or whether they were
coincidental.”

The carnage in Tunisia began
on the beach, where tourists
described hearing what sou-
nded like fireworks and then
running for their lives when
they realized it was gunfire.
Video of the aftermath showed
medics using beach chairs as
stretchers to carry away people
in swimsuits.

“He had a parasol in his hand.
He went down to put it in the
sand and then he took out his
Kalashnikov and began shoo-
ting wildly,” Chelli said of the
gunman.

He then entered the pool area
of the Imperial Marhaba hotel
before moving inside, killing
people as he went.

British tourist Gary Pine told
AP he was on the beach with his

wife around noon when heard
the shooting. They shouted for
their son to get out of the water,
grabbed their bag and ran for
the hotel. Their son told them
he saw someone shot on the
beach.

There was “sheer panic” at the
hotel, Pine said. “There were a
lot of concerned people, a few
people in tears with panic and
a few people — older guests —
they’d turned their ankles or
there was a few little minor in-
juries and nicks and scrapes.”

Since overthrowing its secu-
lar dictator in 2011, Tunisia has
been plagued by terrorist at-
tacks, although only recently
have they targeted the tourism
sector, which makes up nearly
15 percent of GDP.

“The Foreign Office will decla-
re the summer effectively over
for Tunisia, and it will destroy
— besides the lives taken — the
tens of thousands of livelihoods
who depend on tourism for a
living,” said Simon Calder, a
London-based travel commen-
tator. Nearly half a million Bri-
tons visited Tunisia in 2014.

At a news conference at his of-
fice in the capital Tunis, Prime
Minister Habib Essid said he
would immediately close mos-
ques outside the control of the
ministry of religious affairs and
call army reservists into active
service and place them around
the country.

“No mosque that does not
confirm to the law will be tole-
rated,” he said, referring to tho-
se that incite to terrorism.

The attacks are also a blow
to Tunisia’s image as a stable,
democratic nation emerging
from its revolution in 2011, said
Jonathan Hill, a professor of
Defense Studies at King’s Colle-
ge in London.

“The terrorists are atta-
cking Tunisia’s reputation,” he
said. “Not just as a safe and wel-
coming destination for Western
holidaymakers, but as the one
real success story to emerge out
of the Arab Spring.” AP

FRENCH TERROR SUSPECT TOOK SELFIE WITH

BEHEADED VICTIM

THE TOP suspect in the be-
heading of a businessman that
French authorities are calling

a terrorist attack took a “selfie”
photo with the slain victim and
sent the image via WhatsApp to a
Canadian mobile phone number,
officials said Saturday. French
investigators were working to
determine the recipient’s identity,
but weren’t able to immediately

confirm media reports that it was
an unspecified person now in
Syria, where the radical Islamic
State group has seized territory,
the security officials said. Yassine
Salhi, a deliveryman with a his-
tory of ties to Islamic extremists,
has admitted to police he carried
out the killing and remained in
custody yesterday along with his
wife and sister.
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Macau SciENCE CENTRE

TIME: 10am-6pm daily (Except Thursdays)
ADDRESS: Avenida Dr. Sun Yat-Sen
ADMISSION: Exhibition Centre: MOP25
Planetarium (Dome/Sky Shows): MOP50
Planetarium (3D Dome/3D Sky Shows): MOP65
ENQUIREES: (853) 2888 0822

ForMER HOME OF REVOLUTIONARY LEADER
YE TING

TIME: 10am-6pm daily

(Except Wednesdays, open on public holidays)
VENUE: 76, Rua Aimirante Costa Cabral
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIREES: (853) 8399 6699

HumaN Roots

TIME: 11am-7pm (Closed on public holidays)
UNTIL: July 2, 2015

ADMISSION: Free

VENUE: IAOHIN Gallery, Rua da Tercena No.39A
ENQUIRES: (853) 2892 1908

Macau ANNUAL VisuaL ARTs ExHiBImioN 2015

— CHINESE PAINTING AND CALLIGRAPHY CATEGORY
TIME: 10am-8pm

UNTIL: August 2, 2015

VENUE: Old Court Building

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIREES: (853) 8399 6699

Macau Granp Prix Museum & WINE MUSEUM
TIME: 10am-8pm daily (Except Tuesdays)

VENUE: Rua Luis Gonzaga Gomes, 431,

basement (Tourism Activities Centre-CAT)
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8798 4108 / 2833 3000

INSTALLATION ‘VALKYRIE OcTOPUS’

BY JOANA VVASCONCELOS

TIME: 24 hours

UNTIL: October 31, 2015

VENUE: MGM MACAU, Av. Dr. Sun Yat Sen, NAPE
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIREES: (853) 8802 8888

Offbeat

Moscow OFFICIALS ALLOW VOTE ON
RESTORING SOVIET-ERA STATUE

Moscow  election
officials have cleared
the way for a popular
vote on whether to
restore a statue of the
Soviet secret police’s
founder to a square in
central Moscow.

The statue of Fe-
lix Dzerzhinsky, the
Bolshevik revolutio-
nary nicknamed Iron
Felix, stood outside
KGB headquarters in
Moscow until it was
toppled by protesters
in 1991 when the So-
viet Union was hea-
ding to its demise.
= It has remained at a
A statue of Felix Dzerzhinsky, the Moscow park since
founder of the Soviet secret police, then.
stands in the Museon Park, also known The Moscow city
as Fallen Monument Park, in Moscow legislature last week

allowed the Commu-
nist Party to collect the nearly 150,000 signatures needed
to hold a referendum in September on restoring the statue
to its original venue.

The Moscow Election Commission, which initially vowed
to block the vote, reversed course and registered a group
that would collect signatures for holding the vote. AP

13:00 TDM News (Repeated)
13:30 News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast
14:30 RTPiLive
17:45 The lllusionist (Repeated)
18:40  Non Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)
19:40 Soap Opera
20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:00 TDM Sports
22:10  The lllusionist
23:00 TDM News
23:30 Documentary Series
00:05 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
00:40 RTPiLive
eI
CINETEATRO
25 Jun - 2 JuL

Room 1

2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm

Director: Seth MacFarlane

Starring: Mark Wahlberg, Amanda Seyfried, Morgan
Freeman

Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 115min

ROOM 2
2.30, 4.45, 7.15pm
2.30, 4.45
Director: Cheang Pou-soi
Starring: Tony Jaa, Wu Jing, Simon Yam, Zhang Jin,
Louis Koo
Language: Cantonese/Mandarin (Cantonese/English)
Duration: 120min

- v

ROOM 2

7.30 pm
Director: Pierre Coffin, Kyle Balda
Language: Cantonese (Chinese/English)
Duration: 91min

9.30 pm

Director: Colin Trevorrow

Starring: Chris Pratt, Bryce Dallas Howard
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 124min

ROOM 3

2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm

Director: Thomas Vinterberg

Starring: Carey Mulligan, Matthias Schoenaerts
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 94min

MACAU TOWER
04 Jun - 01 JuL

2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director: Colin Trevorrow
Starring: Chris Pratt, Bryce Dallas Howard
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 124min

1960 BBC unveiLs TV ‘FACTORY’

The BBC’s new Television Centre will be the
“Hollywood” of the small screen, the corporation’s
director of TV has announced. Gerald Beadle said
the £12m complex, which opens today, would be
“immensely important” to British prestige and trade.

The first studio production from the building was
broadcast at 1935 GMT and featured some of Bri-
tain’s most well-known entertainers, including Arthur
Askey and Eric Robinson.

The west London complex has seven television stu-
dios. The largest - Studio 1 - is 3,280 square meters
and can be partially converted into a swimming pool.

The Shepherd’s Bush centre, which has taken six
years to build, will also house offices, engineering
areas, a scenery department and a restaurant block.
It has been constructed on the site used for the 1908
Franco-British exhibition and is just minutes away
from the White City sports stadium which hosted the
Olympics in the same year.

Mr Beadle said: “This centre is the largest, best
equipped and most carefully planned factory of its
kind in the world. “Its function is to produce about
1,500 hours a year of program material for televi-
sion.”

The director added that he hoped the new building
would help the BBC counteract the flood of cheap
American program across the UK. For the past 25
years the BBC has improvised by adapting other bui-
Idings into television studios - like the two at Alexan-
dra Palace.

Television Centre is designed in the shape of a
question mark with a circular courtyard and trailing
wing. The distinctive profile was created by architect
Graham Dawbarn.

Puzzling how to fit studios, dressing rooms, offices
and a set-down area for trucks into the 13-acre site,
Mr Dawbarn drew a question mark on the back of an
envelope.

He later realized this would be the ideal shape for
the building. In the central courtyard there is a lawn
and fountain, but the space is dominated by a gol-
den statue of Greek sun god Helios, designed by TB
Huxley-Jones. The sculpture represents the radiation
of television light around the world.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Television Centre is the BBC’s largest building and home to
most of its TV production. Over the past few decades numer-
ous extensions have been made - including a new center for
BBC News which was badly damaged by the Real IRA in a car
bomb attack in 2001. BBC News is moving to a new broadcast
complex being built at Broadcasting House, central London,
in 2008. The fountain in the central courtyard was never used
regularly after people complained it made too much noise,
disturbing those working in nearby offices.
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Designer Apartment Hellene Gardens Nova City - Central Taipa Vila Bela
Macau Coloane Taipa Macau .

FOR SALE

www.JMLProperty.com

849 sq ft / HKD 5.04M
HKD 5,936sq ft
Overlooking St Pauls
Ref: 14105421

1,663 sq ft./ HKD 8.8M
HKD 5,292sq ft
Car Park Included
Ref: 15055437

2,505 sq ft / HKD 19.8M
HKD 7,904sq ft
High Interior Standard
Ref: 14085412

1,978sq ft / HKD 16M
HKD 8,088sq ft

Stunning Views
Ref: 15055442

Rl

Nam Long
Taipa
Studio Apartment
Centrally Located
HKD 11,000/ 600 sq ft
Ref: 15050512

lau Lei Garden
Taipa
3 Bedrooms Apartment
Views across Taipa
HKD 15,500 / 1,100 sq ft
Ref: 1505503

One Grantai, UnitY
Taipa
3 Bedrooms Apartment
Beautiful Green Views
HKD 22,000/ 2,158 sq ft
Ref. 1505508

Houston Court, Coloane Village
Coloane
1 Bedroom Apartment
Recently Upgraded
HKD 14,400 / 800 sq ft
Ref: 1505502

FOR RENT

property :
More info, please contact us : -
Info@JMLproperty.Com ml

2 ffice
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360° Perfect parking View, without blind angle

Iinnovation
that excites

AROUND VIEW MONITOR

The World's First 360° AROUND VIEW MONITOR offers the
driver a comprehensive bird's eye view of the vehicle and its
surroundings in real-time on the front display, generated form
the surrounding four 180° ultra wide-angle high-resolution
cameras mounted on the ELGRAND's front, both side
mirrors and rear of the vehicle.

-Boomerang-shape
<-One touch power s
“-Luggage area under-
--Superior independ
adjustable sho

HEESAEERARERTHERMARE

mERKSEBRLZ D RS ASRAMSEEE 4 BT D&
XIN KANG CHENG MOTORS LTD Averiide 1.0 Maio, RICD, Bloco 4, The Bayview, Macat Tel: 2871 9838

| Nissan Macau Q
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James Ellingworth, Baku

UST as the inaugural

European Games have

sought to establish

themselves on the glo-
bal sporting calendar, so host
nation Azerbaijan has used the
event to make its mark on the
world stage.

Both have faced widespread
skepticism - the games over the
patchy standard of competition,
Azerbaijan over the jailing of go-
vernment critics and barring of
foreign journalists.

Nevertheless, as the European
Games ended yesterday, the oil-
rich, ex-Soviet state’s govern-
ment hailed them as a triumph
and is now considering bidding
for the Olympics.

“It’s all about your economic
strength, it’s all about your level
of development,” presidential
advisor Ali Hasanov said Satur-
day. “Azerbaijan is the country
that actually promotes rights
and standards, so I suppose we
are able to host even higher-le-
vel sporting events.”

The national colors of red, blue
and green were much in eviden-
ce during a closing ceremony
that celebrated Azerbaijani tra-
ditions and the country’s oil-
fueled rise to economic promi-
nence. In one signature sequen-
ce, a model of a 12th-century
tower opened to reveal gleaming
modern skyscrapers.

AP PHOTO

European Games come
to a close in Azerbaijan

Actors perform during the closing ceremony of the 2015 European Games in Baku,

Azerbaijan

Azerbaijan has until Septem-
ber to decide whether to bid for
the 2024 Olympics, something
which Sports Minister Azad
Rahimov said would require
“detailed analysis” of the Euro-
pean Games.

However, Patrick Hickey, the
Irish head of the European Olym-
pic Committees, said that he ex-

pects Azerbaijani officials to “an-
nounce very shortly that they will
be a bidder” for future Olympics.
Azerbaijan’s capital Baku wou-
1d not need to build much. The
European Games have been
hosted in gleaming arenas,
many of them new. The jewel in
the crown is the 68,000-capaci-
ty Olympic Stadium, which hos-

ted the closing ceremony.

However, a sharp drop in the
oil price last year has caused
economic pain, with the gover-
nment curtailing some spending
plans while the central bank de-
valued the currency in February.
But Rahimov insisted there were
no financial worries for the Eu-
ropean Games and that finance
would not affect an Olympic bid.

“All our needs were totally ful-
filled,” he said of the European
Games.

The choice of Azerbaijan as
host was always controversial,
with the country’s human righ-
ts record coming under close
scrutiny. Opposition activists
and human rights campaigners
accused the government of
trying to silence critics ahead
of the games by jailing them
on trumped-up charges. The
authorities claim the prosecu-
tions were valid.

Some journalists who had pre-
viously reported on human righ-
ts issues in Azerbaijan were not
issued accreditation for the ga-
mes by the country’s authorities.

Baku’s arenas have been pa-
cked with home fans at almost
every event despite concerns
over the quality of some of the
sporting competition. Athletics
was held as a team competition
for Europe’s weakest track and

eld nations, while swimming
was for under-18s only. Hickey
admits the two sports were
“not the real deal” in Baku and
says he is making progress in
arranging higher-level compe-
titions in those sports for the
next European Games in 2019.
Other events, particularly tho-
se offering qualifying spots for
the Olympics, have seen much
stronger fields.

Home crowds have had plenty
to cheer, with Azerbaijan stor-
ming to a surprise second place
in the medal table after a domi-
nant performance in the many
combat sports on the program.

Russia sent its top athletes to
the games as a warm-up for next
year’s Olympics and was rewar-
ded by winning 79 gold medals
out of 253 available, almost four
times as many as its closest rival.

While host nation Azerbaijan
is looking forward to holding
Formula One racing next year
and European Championship
soccer in 2020, the future of
the European Games is less cer-
tain, with no host for the next
edition and only patchy media
coverage in some major Euro-
pean markets. AP
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FLU BREAKOUT IN MACAU PRISON

H3N2 influenza has broken out in Macau
Prison with at least 83 inmates being infec-
ted within the past two weeks. According to
the prison authorities, the infection broke
out on June 15. Patients’ conditions were ex-
pected improve after one to two days’ treat-
ment, but as of last Friday, 17 inmates still

showed flu-like symptoms. The Health Bu-
reau revealed that the flu continued sprea-
ding to more prison dormitories with a total
of 83 cases found by Friday over five floors.
It said no critical cases have been reported
so far, with patients put into centralized
quarantine.

CHINA’S LATEST FINANCIAL
REFORM CHANGES NOTHING

When the Chinese government proposed last week
to end its decades-long policy of capped bank len-
ding, there was good reason to be skeptical about its
motives. China had just had its biggest weekly stock
plunge since 2008. The new policy - which would
scrap a rule limiting bank lending to 75 pct of depo-
sits - seemed like the government’s latest attempt to
artificially sustain economic growth at 7 pct.

That suspicion may be entirely justified. But it’s too
soon to know for sure. Removing restrictions on bank
lending could also turn out to be a big step by Pre-
sident Xi Jinping toward internationalizing China’s
financial system and putting it on more solid long-
term footing.

But that will hinge on whether Xi has the courage
to go one step farther, by ditching the governmen-
t-imposed ceiling on deposit interest. Such a shift,
which China’s central bank calls one of the “riskiest”
the country must consider, would prove Xi is willing to
put market forces in control of the country’s financial
system.

Removing the cap on interest rates that lenders
pay on deposits would show the Communist Party
(CPC) is prepared to tolerate the uncertain effects of
an open competition for cash. While it would mark a
vital step toward internationalizing the yuan, it would
also be a financial Pandora’s Box. The increase in
volatility in the banking system could mean higher
borrowing costs for companies, including the state
enterprises that dominate China and enrich CPC’s
bigwigs looking over Xi’s shoulder.

That’s why Xi’s party would probably prefer to put
off reforming interest rates for a few more years. But
in the absence of a such a shift, last week’s lending-
cap proposal will only serve to gin up stock prices - at
least until the stock bubble bursts.

Thursday’s plunge in the Shanghai Composite sug-
gests investors are beginning to sense China’s rally
is mostly driven by momentum, not corporate ear-
nings. Xi’s team hasn’t backed up the 124 pct surge
in Shanghai shares over the past 12 months with
structural changes to the Chinese economy. Moves
to rein in state-owned enterprises have been vague
and modest. The shadow-banking system Beijing
pledged to curtail still churns out untold trillions of
dollars of credit. Economic policy still favors smokes-
tack industries that blacken China’s skies over ser-
vices.

China’s worsening debt profile makes the sto-
ck boom look even more ephemeral. For a sense of
the scale of China’s debt problem, consider Bloom-
berg’s recent reporting on the northern port city of
Tianjin. The city had planned to build its own Manha-
ttan skyline dotted with ultra-modern skyscrapers, ri-
verside parks and six-lane highways. Today, it looks
more like the set of a post-apocalyptic zombie movie.
Local-government debt alone now exceeds the $3.7
trillion of currency reserves Beijing has spent the last
15 years amassing. The CPC underwrote this ma-
nia by cutting the cost of opening trading accounts
and creating new avenues for margin lending. It also
mounted a huge PR offensive to cloak share owner-
ship in patriotic terms.

The good news is that Xi still has a window to get
serious about putting China’s financial house in or-
der. Two private- sector gauges of economic activity
- HSBC'’s purchasing managers’ index and a survey
from advisory firm China Beige Book - suggest the
government’s stimulus efforts are gaining traction.
Recent moves to ease monetary policy and bolster
provincial finances have increased the odds econo-
mic growth will approach Beijing’s target for the year.
Even property “has started to show signs of improve-
ment after 11 consecutive months of price decline,”
says Liu Li-Gang of Australia & New Zealand Bank.
All this should give Xi breathing space to pursue
more ambitious reforms, including on deposit inte-
rest.

Still, as long as China’s stock gains are outpacing
its fundamentals, there’s reason to fear a massive
fallout. At the moment, there are two ways for fi-
nancial turbulence in China to reverberate around
the globe: a debt crisis or plunging equities. Policy
makers from Seoul to Brasilia can only hope both
don’t crash at once. With his shift on bank lending
policy, Xi may be signaling that he’s ready to create
a more rational economic system. All the rest of us

can do is hope the skeptics are wrong. Bloomberg

EDUCATION

City

U to start new semester

on UM’s old campus

[ ] 1

HE City University of

Macau will move into
the University of Macau
(UM)’s old campus in Tai-
pa in preparation for the
upcoming semester. The
university’s acting rector,
Pang Su Seng, stressed
that the faculty would
make full use of the cam-
pus in order to enhance
teaching quality.

The private institution
was allocated eight buil-
dings on the Taipa cam-
pus after UM’s relocation
to Hengqin, including the
previous Sino-Luso Buil-
ding and the UM Cultural
Center. It now rents an
area of 37,644 square me-
ters at that location and
will open its new campus
there in September.

The university held its
graduation ceremony on

The Sao Joao festival was celebrated

Alexis Tam spéaks at this year’sgraduation

Saturday which was atten-
ded by nearly 350 gradua-
tes. Mr Pang Su Seng said
at the occasion that the
new facilities, currently
undergoing renovation,
would facilitate impro-
vements to the universi-
ty’s teaching quality, and
further, its contribution
to academic research. Ac-
cordingly, he said that
new laboratories would
be launched and no space
on campus would be was-
ted. “Teaching remains
the most important part
of our education policy.
We will gradually increa-
se our scientific research
production while impro-
ving the quality of our
education. Social service,
of course, also remains a
big part in our teaching,”
said Pang on the sidelines

s

of the ceremony.

Amongst the four tertiary
education institutions and
three government depart-
ments that were granted a
share of UM’s old campus,
City University is the only
private institution. Accor-
ding to Pang, the school’s
current site, located in
NAPE, will continue to be
used to accommodate edu-
cational courses.

The acting rector also
revealed that the univer-
sity will maintain its tea-
cher-student ratio whilst
gradually admitting more
students. He said that the
school currently employs
over a hundred full-time
and part-time professors
for a student population
of more than 4,000, whe-
re over 60 percent are lo-
cals. It plans to admit some
1,000 new students next
year and gradually increase
the student population to
6,000.

The Secretary for Social
Affairs and Culture, Alexis
Tam, delivered a commen-
cement speech at the gra-
duation ceremony where
he stressed that the gover-
nment is confident in its
strategy to transform Ma-
cau into a world tourism
and leisure hub; he thus
appealed to the graduates
to work hard and seize the
opportunities that could
come from the city’s trans-
formation.

Paulo Barbosa
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over the weekend in the St Lazarus district. Portuguese delicacies, folk
music and the famous grilled sardines returned to the old neighborhood. A good crowd attended.

SOURCE: DSMG
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ARMENIA Demonstrators
protesting higher household
electricity rates blocked the
Armenian capital’s main
avenue on Sunday for a
seventh straight day, but
they planned to decide in
the evening whether to call
a halt to their protest after
the president promised to
suspend the rate hikes.

IRAN A senior U.S. official
acknowledged yesterday
that Iran nuclear talks

will go past their June

30 target date, as Iran’s
foreign minister prepared

to head home yesterday

for consultations before
returning to push for a
breakthrough. U.S. Secretary
of State John Kerry met

in Vienna for their third
encounter since Saturday.
German Foreign Minister
Frank-Walter Steinmeier
and French Foreign Minister
Laurent Fabius are also in
Vienna, and their Russian
and British counterparts
were to join later. China

was sending a deputy
foreign minister in a building
diplomatic effort to wrap up
the negotiations.
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USA Rainbows and good
cheer will be out in force
as crowds of people are
expected to pack gay
pride events nationwide to
celebrate a Supreme Court
ruling legalizing same-sex
marriage. Organizers in San
Francisco expect about 1
million revelers; New York
City’s march expects more
than 2 million.

USA Officers scouring
dense and boggy woods for
a surviving escaped killer
take floodlights into the
search area overnight, and
others carrying rifles man
checkpoints and examine
vehicles, opening trucks
and peering into windows.
One official is optimistic the
search’s end is near.

USA A SpaceX rocket
carrying supplies to the
International Space Station
broke apart yesterday shortly
after liftoff. NASA says the
accident occurred a few
minutes into the flight from
Cape Canaveral, Florida.
Pieces could be seen falling
into the Atlantic Ocean. NASA
commentator George Diller
says “the vehicle has broken
up.” He says it was not clear
how the disaster occurred.



