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BELGIUM-CHINA China is
already the No. 2 trading
partner of the European
Union, but EU leaders are
using a summit in Brussels
to call for even more trade
and investment. Chinese
Prime Minister Li Kegiang
is visiting the EU to mark
the 40th anniversary of the
establishment of official
ties with Beijing.

AFGHANISTAN An Afghan
official says 11 soldiers
were killed in an ambush
by Taliban insurgents in

a western province that
borders Iran. More on p13

SYRIA Fewer than 100
Syrian rebels are currently
being trained by the U.S.
military to fight the Islamic
State group — a tiny total
for a sputtering program
with a stated goal of
producing 5,400 fighters
ayear.

ISRAEL A Palestinian held
without charges by Israel
for the past year is ending
a 55-day hunger strike
and in exchange will be
released in two weeks,
his wife and an advocacy
group for prisoners say.
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ISRAEL’s navy intercepted
a Swedish vessel
attempting to breach a
naval blockade of Gaza
early yesterday and was
redirecting it to an Israeli
port, the military and the
activists said. The military
said that after exhausting
all diplomatic efforts, the
government ordered it to
block the vessel. Israeli
naval forces boarded

the Marianne ship and
searched it in international
waters without needing to
use any force, the military
said.

More on backpage

Capacity of reclaimed areas
Increased to 162,000 people

Pensioners queue outside Greek

banks amid withdrawal limits .-
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Doctor-patient relationship
has seen better days

Brook Yang

N light of current social de-

bates that were inflamed by a
recent court conviction for me-
dical malpractice, the monthly
“Civic Roundtable” event led by
scholar and civic group leader
Agnes Lam has changed discus-
sion around doctor-patient con-
flicts into demands for reform of
the local medical system.

The event presented the pers-
pectives of a doctor, patient,
lawyer and lawmakers, whe-
re attention was drawn to the
drafting of medical accident le-
gislation, credibility of dispute

dd
We haven’t
seen the
government
publicly take
any measures
to improve
doctor-patient
relationships

AGNES LAM

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

adjudication bodies, insurance
for doctors, as well as society’s
lack of trust for medical pro-
fessionals.

“We haven’t seen the govern-
ment publicly take any measu-
res to improve doctor-patient
relationships so far. Meanwhi-
le, the debate on medical ac-
cident legislation is still on-

going, focusing on whether the
appraisal committee should
invite experts from other pla-
ces to guarantee the appraisal
to be fair and professional,” Ms
Lam told the media.

Lawyer Hong Weng Kuan ad-
ded that the legal sector looks
forward to the specialized
new law being enacted so that

it can be used as a reference
when medical disputes occur.
Meanwhile, lawmaker Wong
Kit Cheng, also a hospital nur-
sing staff member, sugges-
ted that avoiding legal action
through an effective concilia-
tion center could minimize the
hurt to both doctors and pa-
tients.

Chui Sai Peng indicated that
Macau’s current legal system
has provided a certain amount
of protection to medical acci-
dent victims, but citizens still
lack confidence in it. He stres-
sed that before the medical ac-
cident law is legislated, the so-
lution to adjudicating medical
incidents lies in increasing the
credibility of the appeal and
appraisal bodies.

As to whether problems can
be solved after a law is put
into place, or whether the so-
lution requires medical system
reform, Agnes Lam indicated
that “in fact, there are many
blanks in Macau’s medical sys-
tem to be filled, for example a
mechanism to resolve doctor
and patients’ opposition.”

Likewise, doctor Chu Jinge
acknowledged that Macau’s
medical services staff lack ove-
rall experience due to the cons-
traints of being in a smaller
city. He suggested that the pu-
blic need to manage their ex-
pectations where local doctors
are no longer judged in the
same way as they would in a
high-level medical institution.

Nevertheless the legislation
will not be able to solve all of
the problems related to medi-
cal services as ethical questions
still remain. Doctors cannot
regard patients as consumers,
as that goes against medical
ethics. “A doctor-patient rela-
tionship is collaborative with
their common enemy being the
disease; they must trust each
other, and the best solution
is through good communica-
tion,” suggested Chu.

‘Under the current arrangements being a driver is pretty bleak financially’

Dear Editor

I refer to the article in last Wednesday’s
Macau Daily Times entitled “Candidates
offer over MOP1 Million for Taxi Licenses”.
Some readers may be aware of the 33 page
submission the Macau Taxi Passengers
Association lodged on 23 September 2014
with the Macau Government’s taxi indus-
try public consultation process. The sub-
mission is publicly available on the MTPA’s
Facebook group “Macau Taxi Driver Sha-
me”. Sadly, neither the Macau Transport
Bureau nor any other branch of the Macau
government was polite enough to provide
any form of response to our submission.

As part of the submission, we undertook
a detailed analysis of the profitability of
both owning a taxi and license rented out
to drivers and of being a driver who ren-

ts such a taxi and license. I will not bore
MDT readers with the exact numbers,
which are detailed in our submission for
those interested enough to look. But su-
ffice to say that under the current arran-
gements being a driver is pretty bleak fi-
nancially. If drivers strictly adhere to the
law and never engage in the outrageous,
and formerly commonplace, practice of
fishing (which no longer needs defining)
then a driver is looking at earning less
than MOP10,000 a month for what is a
pretty thankless task. And that’s working
12 hours per day, 6 days per week! This is
why Macau taxi drivers are so incentivi-
zed to go on fishing expeditions.

So what is the solution? Well, many thin-
gs, but part of it is simple - only issue taxi
licenses to legitimate bona fide taxi drivers
who work a minimum of 48 hours per

week and allow the drivers to pay for their
licenses in affordable monthly installmen-
ts, say over five years. This way the taxi dri-
vers can make a decent living wage without
breaking the law and it removes the specu-
lators from the industry. The speculators
simply drive the cost of a license up and
create a system that encourages fishing.
Let them go buy some shares or property
instead - their meddling in the taxi indus-
try harms everyone in Macau!

Of course the system the MTPA propo-
ses would need enforcement, monitoring
and regulation to ensure only genuine
drivers owned taxi licenses and of cour-
se there would have to be an exit-clause
for unusual situations, but that doesn’t
mean that such a system shouldn’t be
implemented.

I commend the PSP and the govern-

ment for their strong enforcement of the
taxi industry so far this year which has
dramatically improved the situation - but
the job is not yet done. Until we see the
new legislation that has been promised
for years but never materialized the re-
turn of the dastardly and evil practice of
fishing hovers menacingly over the great
city of Macau. Indeed, in recent weeks we
have seen the incidence of fishing start to
creep up a little.

We at the MTPA implore the govern-
ment to finish the job they have started
and properly clean up Macau’s taxi in-
dustry once and for all.

Regards,

Andrew W Scott

President

Macau Taxi Passengers Association
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sand supply shortage

has held up the recla-

mation works for the

egion’s new Zone A,
whichisunlikely to meetits mid-
November deadline, confirmed
the Secretary for Transport and
Public Works, Raimundo do
Rosario. This was revealed af-
ter an introductory meeting for
the urban planning committee
before the third and final pu-
blic consultation on the urban
planning of the five reclaimed
zones that will commence today.

After three and a half years
since its second consultation
in 2011, the third stage of the
urban planning blueprint un-
veiled results similar to its pre-
vious version, yet highlighting
a new regional development
concept. It focuses on co-deve-
lopment of the artificial island
for the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Ma-
cau bridge, the zone A currently
being reclaimed, the periphery
of the reservoir, the Outer Har-
bor Ferry Terminal and the
Macau Peninsula’s northern
district lying in the vicinity of
Zone A.

Becoming home to a new tar-
get of 162,000 local residents,
the five areas are expected to of-
fer a total of around 54,000 two-
room residences, with 28,000
of those allocated to public hou-
sing and 4,000 private units in
Zone A, 20,000 in zone C, D
and E as well as 2,000 in Zone

Projected capacity of reclaimed
areas rises to 162,000

5

B. It was expected that zone A,
with 138 hectares of land, wou-
1d host at least a population of
96,000. Li Canfeng, head of the
Land, Public Works and Trans-
port Bureau, told the media that
the abovementioned conceptual
initiative for the city’s east as a
whole was to address the traf-
fic network in that region, yet
the planning specifics will only
come later.

Lam Iek Chit, a member of the
committee, thought that the in-
formation available in the con-
sultation for the public was limi-

ted and similar to past versions,
saying that it might influence ci-
tizens’ judgment. The authority
also acknowledged the similari-
ty of the scheme to its preceding
blueprints, but cited bureaucra-
tic procedures as the reason why
it took around three years to
reach the third stage. “The third
one mainly focuses on the modi-
fication of Zone A, and some ad-
justment for Zone B’s coastline
according to the light rail tran-
sit. There are no major changes
to other zones,” said Li.

In addition, another commis-

sion member Mak Soi Kun ques-
tioned the feasibility of erecting
another cross-sea passage, besi-
des the one connecting the den-
sely populated Zone A and Zone
E, to alleviate the traffic pressu-
re on the city’s fourth passage to
be built. However, two mainland
urban planning experts told the
media afterwards that com-
prehensive research conduc-
ted in 2010 for the city’s entire
transportation system in the co-
ming decade saw no suggestion
of a fifth passage, which can only
be then introduced in the next
research project. “Our planning
has to be carried out based on
proposition technicality. If it
were done conversely, there

wouldn’t be any proposition. In
other words, [we have to] plan in
conformity with the laws,” said
Zhu Rongyuan, from the China
Academy of Urban Planning and
Design.

The latest version of blueprint
also revealed that two additio-
nal sewage treatment plants
would respectively be introdu-
ced into the artificial island and
zone E1, which would be far
from the residential districts.
Local citizens were advised to
proceed to the government ser-
vice centre in Areia Preta and
Tap Seac’s community center
for detailed information on the
latest urban planning blueprint
before August 8. Staff reporter

PUBLIC CONSULTATION STARTS TODAY

THE THIRD phase of public con-
sultation on the development of

the five reclaimed land lots in new
urban areas starts today. During the
consultation, which will run until Au-
gust 8, there will be community ses-
sions, and information regarding the

details of the proposed development
plans will be available in a govern-
ment services center in Areia Preta
and a community center in Tap Seac.
The 40-day consultation is the final
consultation period for the design of
a total of 350 hectares of land.
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The St Paul’s Ruins

HERITAGE | 10 YEARS AFTER UNESCO LISTING

Living close to St Paul’s

T’S been a long time since

the people who live near St
Paul’s Ruins learned to deal
with the flood of tourists. Resi-
dents adopt alternative routes
and even accept the inflated
prices in some of the shops clo-
se to the ruins.

Ms Chui is one of those peo-
ple who avoids her own nei-
ghborhood during the day. “I
like to go have a stroll in the
area, but it’s hard to do that
with so many people around.
The place is usually crowded,
but we need to receive the
tourists, because they are our
customers. The residents pre-
fer to go there when it’s quie-
ter,” she says.

The pensioner has been living
in D. Belchior Carneiro Street
for the past 15 years. Her hou-
se is located behind the ruins,
close to the place where dozens
of buses park everyday, trans-
porting the crowds that visit
what’s left of St Paul’s College
— considered the first Western
university in East Asia — and
the Mother of God Church,
built in 1565.

Octogenarian Ms Chui says
that she welcomes the visitors
and doesn’t resent the incon-
veniences that a large influx
of people always brings: “It’s
very crowded here, but I like
the people and it is very beau-
tiful at night, more tranquil. I
guess that the Macau residents
always welcome visitors; it is
not like in Hong Kong,” she ar-
gues, adding that her quality of

life has improved over the past
ten years.

Macau is celebrating the 10th
anniversary of the induction of
the city’s historic center into the
UNESCO’s World Heritage list
that happened on July 5, 2005.
Some residents contacted by
Lusa say that they are proud of
the distinction, although they
admit that it has brought about
some issues. Mak is able to

Macau
residents
always
welcome
visitors; it is
not like in
Hong Kong

MS CHUI

cross the St Paul’s Street as if
there isn’t anybody else on the
sidewalk because he has lear-
ned almost instinctively how
to walk around the tourists and
not feel bothered by the crowds.

“It is difficult to cross the
street, but I have gotten used to
it. During public holidays there
are a lot of people, but we know
the less used streets,” the 64
year-old former lifeguard ex-

plains.

Living at the core of the city’s
historical center for the past 30
years, Mak says that he is una-
ble to elect only one favorite
place, given that all the heritage
sites “bring profit to the locals.”
Cultural tourism, together with
the development of the gam-
bling industry, has made life
“increasingly better” for resi-
dents, he says.

But not all of his neighbors
agree. Ms Wong, 48, isn’t to-
tally pleased with the changes
she has witnessed over the past
10 years. “The change is dras-
tic. The streets are packed and
this brings problems affecting
everyday life.” Despite that, she
admits that the tourists bring
prosperity: “There is more in-
come and the benefits surpass
the obstacles.”

A shop owner at D. Belchior
Carneiro Street, Lam, 40, has
spent almost all of his life in
the neighborhood. He thinks
that the “negative feelings” of
the population have increa-
sed over the past ten years.
“Prices have increased and
the buses are crowded, the
quality of life has dropped.
The economical development
was so fast that it is difficult
for the people who earn less,”
he says. In spite of living clo-
se to the ruins, he says that
he avoids the zone. “I don’t
go there, unless I'm hosting
someone. In fact, there is no-
thing to see there, it’s only ro-
cks,” he said. MDT/Lusa

CARMO CORREIA/LUSA

UNESCO SAYS
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‘Positive things’ resulted

report on the measures

taken to safeguard Ma-
cau’s historic center is being
evaluated by UNESCO, as
positive things have resulted
since the world heritage lis-
ting ten years ago, according
to Feng Jing, the World He-
ritage Center director for the
Asia-Pacific region.

“During these 10 years the
heritage protection system
has been enhanced. Autho-
rities have strengthened the
heritage protection laws and
urban planning is better,”
Feng Jing told Lusa.

The director explained that
the report was delivered in
January by the local govern-
ment and is being analyzed
by the International Coun-
cil on Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOS). However, it will
not be discussed during the
39th session of the World
Heritage Center, which star-
ted on Sunday in Bonn, Ger-
many, and will continue until
July 8.

The report was presented
after UNESCO advised the
local government to present
“a new plan” to safeguard the
heritage sites, since the pre-
vious plan was deemed as “in-

from world heritage listing

sufficient to ensure efficient
protection.” UNESCO said at
the time that two factors were
affecting the heritage conser-
vation, namely “the negative
impacts of new constructions
close to the heritage sites”
and “an apparently inade-
quate management system.”

Questioned by Lusa about
eventual assurances given by
the local authorities, a press
adviser for UNESCO, Roni
Amelan, said that the World
Heritage Committee “asks
for no assurances,” since “the
cooperation is based upon a
compromise by the countries
to preserve sites that they
proposed to be enlisted in the
World Heritage list.”

UNESCO’s World Heritage
Center organizes the annual
sessions of the World Herita-
ge Committee and its Bureau,
provides advice to member
states in preparation for site
nominations, organizes in-
ternational assistance from
the World Heritage Fund
upon request, and coordi-
nates both the reporting on
the condition of sites and the
emergency action that is un-
dertaken when a site is threa-
tened. MDT/Lusa

Macau young athletes Lao Ka Cheng and Ng I Kei won silver metals in judo at

the 49th International Children’s Games in the 40 kg and 52 kg weight divisions
respectively. The event was held in Alkmaar, the Netherlands. It drew more than
1,500 athletes between the ages of 12 and 15 worldwide, in which the Macau
delegation also competed in track and field, swimming and tennis events.
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Guia Lighthouse marks
150th anniversary

Brook Yang

T has been 150 years sin-

ce the Guia Lighthouse was

built in 1864 and began its

operation the following year.
Whilst silently witnessing the ci-
ty’s enormous changes from up
on the Guia Hill, the lighthouse
has also continued to function up
until today, guiding the way for
navigators and hoisting typhoon
signals.

To celebrate its 150th anniver-
sary, the Marine and Water Bu-
reau, the Macau Post and the Cul-
tural Affairs Bureau (IC) will lau-
nch a series of activities in July,
including opening the lighthou-
se’s interior to the public, offering
free visits to marine facilities, and
releasing a set of commemorative
stamps.

Designed by Macau-born Por-
tuguese artist Carlos Vicente
da Rocha, the lighthouse is the
oldest lighthouse on the South
China coast and was once the
landmark for ships entering the
Pearl River before radars became
popular. Today it still overlooks
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The Guia Lighthouse

the city from the highest point on
the Macau peninsula, and emits a
rotating light that can be seen 16
nautical miles away.

In 2005, the Guia Lighthouse
complex, including the Guia For-
tress and the Chapel of Our Lady of
Guia, was inscribed on the UNES-
CO World Heritage List as part of
the Historic Centre of Macau.

“The number of visitors have
been growing; last year it re-

corded a total of 120,000 vi-
sits, which means it received
roughly 10,000 visitors each
month. That seems to be a huge
number, but visitors can share
the spaces on the fortress, the
exhibition hall and the chapel;
usually everyone still fits com-
fortably,” explained the IC’s
cultural heritage civil engineer,
Alex Chan, during a press con-
ference yesterday.

Mr Chan revealed that the con-
servation processaimstointegrate
the entire environment and be-
tter manage the space to serve
visitors. “Opening it to public visi-
tors is precisely the way of herita-
ge conservation; it'’s meaningless
to keep an empty house sitting
here,” he stressed, adding that
the bureau is also monitoring the
Chapel’s frescoes in order to pre-

vent them from deteriorating.

The Lighthouse’s interior space -
usually not open to the public -
will also be open from 10 a.m. to
5.30 p.m. this Saturday and Sun-
day as well as on future Saturdays
and Sundays in July. “Every July
day when it’'s open, it must be
bustling and busy there, as citi-
zens will be jumping for joy to see
it,” said the Marine and Water
Bureau’s representative, Ms Lao
Weng U.

Ms Lao explained that the ligh-
thouse won't be open on week-
days, as visits would disturb its
personnel work routine. Further-
more, to mark the Marine and
Water Bureau Day on July 18,
the bureau will open some of its
facilities and premises to visitors
for free, including the Moorish
Barracks, the Government Do-
ckyard, the Maritime Museum,
and the Fleet Base at ITha Verde
Dockyard.

Moreover, a set of two stamps
will be issued by the Macao Post
on July 8 for the Guia Lighthou-
se’s anniversary, featuring the
lighthouse from different angles
with the fortress and chapel.

TREE COLLAPSES AT GUIA HILL EXERCISE TRAIL

A 6-METER-tall tree beside the Guia Fitness Walk fell to the ground
and hit a jogger on Saturday evening. The 42-year-old female runner
sustained injuries to an eye and a foot and was sent to the hospital for

treatment.

DSPA with

new directors,
‘insufficiencies’
admited

ik o
The government intends to
spend around 200 million
erecting a facility to screen
construction waste following a
deal inked with the Guangdong
authorities over the disposal of
rising local construction waste
in Taishan City. The intention
of the authorities came as
the Environment Protection
Bureau’s (DSPA) new president
and vice-president, Vai Hoi
Teong and Ip Kuong Lam, took
post yesterday. Secretary for
Transport and Public Works,
Raimundo do Rosario, who
officiated at the two officials’
inauguration ceremonies, said
that the works developed have
been “insufficient” and the city
continues to lack a sense of
environmental protection.
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ACCURATE, TIMELY & COMPETITIVE
TRANSLATIONS

ENGLISH, CHINESE, PORTUGUESE,
JAPANESE, KOREAN, SPANISH,
FRENCH, ARABIC, RUSSIAN

TRANSLATIONS, PROOFREADING,
COPYWRITING, DATA INPUT,
NEWS MONITORING

We translate +10,000 words a day

Contact: Ms Juliana Cheang
Email: juliana@ktranz.com.mo

Tel: +853 2871 6081 / 2 Fax: +853 2871 6084

— Oral examination and radiology investigation
- Restorative and Cosmetic Dentistry

— Children Dentistry

- Orthodontic Treatment

CONSULTATION BY APPOINTMENT:

ERrasrda

ICQ Oral Health Center

Care for Q“‘\\d

ICQ dental team is a group of dental specialists with internationally recognized qualifications.
We provide all range of dental services:

We are committed to deliver high quality dental services with personalized care. We ensure
the highest level of infection control.
Website: www.icqoral.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/icqoral

— Oral and Dental implant Surgery
— Endodontic Treatment
— Periodontal Treatment
— Emergency Treatment

OFFICE HOUR: 10:00AM-19:00PM
Crose oN Sun, Tug anp PusrLic Horipay

TeL: (853)28373266

Em1907, 19/F, ATIA Tower, Nos. 251A-301, Avenipa CoMMERCIAL DE Macau, Macau SAR
EMAIL: INFO@ICQORAL.COM

Fax: (853)28356483

WWW.ICQORAL.COM

New Sunshine Cleaning Services Ltd.

Toilets

Portable Chemical Toilet Hiring

e Regular Units, Flush Units

e Units with Sanitizers, Sinks

e Deluxe Units

e Daily, Weekly or Monthly

e Deliver, Pick-Up & Pump Out of Portable

FREE DELIVERY

Call: 2883 3008

Address: Av. Infante D. Henrique, 62 2 /F, Macau

Member of General Association of Macao Cleaning Service Industry




30.06.2015 tue

a ADVERTISEMENT Times

To celebrate Thermomix
(‘25 Macau one year anniversary.

reCOLHA DE ROUPAS E BRINQUEDOS 4TMI31

70vS AND CLOTHES COLLECTION | leftiforithe]promotionnow!!!

(Welwould|likeltolofferfalbiggestipromotionlever!

Original price HKD

12,800 for one

Thermomix now

you only need to

pay HKD 10,800

and with one extra

_ mixing bowl full set

vamos a,@egqa,’: quem precisal - ((worth HKD 3,500

BAMNECREDABERRK! for one mixing
Let’s brin g some joy to these in need! g bowl) as free gift.

RCR Electronics (Macau) Ltd.

Surveilance Systems

B R

www.rcr-macau.com

ELV Systems Specialists

HENBERM

Intrusion Alarm Systems

AREHAR

Design & Budgets
REHINTRE

Access Control Systems

FIZE R

Project Management

HEEH

AV/TV, Telephone & Display Systems
AV/TV, BEEMEE TR RIR

Maintenance & Service

IS FOAR 75

Fire Detectection & Supression Systems

KA R FOIR K R

Risk Assessment & Management

B PRET B E

Network & Structure Cable
MR FIER S MR

Survey & Troubleshooting Services

HRER O PR 32 LA S AR 755

R Electronics (Macau) Ltd.  RCR Electronics {Macau) Ltd.

BB R KER2S-69RER T EKRE12/2BE Avenida Leste do Hipodromo N.S 25-69, Edif. Industrial Fok Tai, 12 Floor "B", Macau

TEL: + (853) 2822 1341 FAX: + (853) 2822 0824 WWW.rcr-macau.com email: contact@rcr-macau.com
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Macau consumers’
satisfaction hits record high

Brook Yang

ACAU consumers’ satis-

faction has hit a record high
over the past nine years in regards
to shopping and dining in the ter-
ritory, according to an annual sur-
vey conducted by the Macau Uni-
versity of Science and Technology
(MUST)’s Institute for Sustainable
Development.

The Institute’s director, Chan Lai
Kow, told the Times that a trend
has become more obvious in the
past year that “middle-level re-
tail shops, restaurants and cafés
in the city tended to thrive and
have more opportunities when
targeting local youths and middle-
class families; they are expected
to continue improving customer
satisfaction if they maintain a fair
quality and service.”

The institution’s latest survey,
which received 979 responses in
May, suggested that local consu-
mers’ satisfaction towards sho-
pping scored 72.7 on a scale of
100 and experienced the largest
increase in nine years by 2.4 per-
cent year-on-year. Residents’ sa-
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A vendor cooks food in bamboo steamer
baskets at a stall in the Gongbei district
of Zhuhai. Local consumers have never
been more satisfied with spending in the
neighboring city

tisfaction towards dining in local
restaurants and hotels also saw a
record upsurge of 5.7 percent, not
only having recovered from the
downtown in the previous year but
also climbed above 70 (to 70.7) for
the first time in nine years.
Meanwhile, Macau consumers
have never been more satisfied
with spending in the neighboring
city of Zhuhai. Their satisfaction
towards shopping in Zhuhai hit
a record high score of 68.7 with a
record rise of 6.7 percent; of that,
satisfaction towards dining in

Zhuhai also rose by 3.2 percent
to 67.1 — the second highest score
since the study launched.

Professor Chan explained that
the report looks into local consu-
mers’ satisfaction towards “qua-
lity, service and value for money”
when they purchase clothing and
footwear as well as when dining
in Macau and compares those
experiences with similar ones in
Zhuhai.

He indicated that although
Macau is still in the lead in local
consumers’ satisfaction indexes,
its advantage over Zhuhai in sho-
pping has continued to narrow
over the past three years. Since the
scoring difference in shopping rea-
ched the largest gap of 9.1 points
in 2012, it has dropped to 4 points
in this year’s survey. Nevertheless,
the scoring difference in dining
has widened to 3.6 points, repre-
senting Macau’s leading position
in nine years.

“Along with the mainland’s eco-
nomic growth slowdown, inflation
has also slowed down and been
maintained as low as below 2 per-
cent; in addition, the appreciation

of the RMB has stabilized, where
Macau consumers feel that they
are receiving more value for mo-
ney,” explained MUST associate
professor Li Yan Chen.

“Zhuhai’s retail sector has also
advanced by opening several
large shopping malls and in-
troducing some global clothing
brands that target the general
public ahead of Macau,” he ad-
ded. The scholar suggested that
for Macau to keep its lead posi-
tion over its competitor it needs
to continue introducing good-
quality, affordable retail brands
and differentiate itself by choosing
different goods and brands than
those available in the mainland.

As for the food and beverage
sector in Macau, professor Chan
Lai Kow stressed that many of
Macau’s merchants are middle-
and-small-sized businesses, who
are characterized by a tradition
of friendliness. He suggested that
such a good tradition must be pas-
sed on, whilst the sector considers
how to improve customers’ satis-
faction with stable food quality
and prices.

Unemployment
rate slightly up
for March-May

Macau’s unemployment rate
for March-May 2015 went

up to 1.8 percent, a slight
increase of 0.1 percentage
point from February-

April 2015, according to

the Statistics and Census
Service (DSEC). Meanwhile,
the underemployment rate
remained stable at 0.3
percent. The total labor force
was recorded as 405,700 and
the labor force participation
rate stood at 74 percent.
Total employment decreased
by 500 to 398,500 from
February-April 2015. Analyzed
by industry, employment

in real estate and business
activities saw a decrease. In
the same period, the number
of unemployed rose by 500
to 7,200, amongst which,
fresh labor force entrants
searching for their first job
accounted for 5.9 percent,
up by 0.2 percentage points.
In comparison with March-
May 2014, the labor force
participation rate and the
unemployment rate increased
by 0.7 and 0.1 percentage
points respectively, while
the underemployment rate
decreased by 0.1 percentage
point.
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Greece imposes capital
controls as risk of euro
exit climbs

Christos Ziotis, Paul Tugwell
and Nikos Chrysoloras

REECE shut its banks and

imposed capital controls
in an announcement desig-
ned to avert the collapse of its
financial system, heightening
the risk it will be forced out of
the euro. European stocks and
Greek bonds tumbled.

The measures, which were an-
nounced in the dead of night,
limit daily cash withdrawals
to 60 euros (USD66) and ban
payments and transfers abroad.
The stock market and banks
will be closed at least until July
6, the day after Greeks will vote
in a referendum on proposals
needed to restore bailout aid.

“If you were to put a gun to
my head and say ‘give me a pro-
bability right now that Greece
is in the euro zone in the next

GEG HOLDS ‘STARS OF THE YEAR’ AWARD
PRESENTATION CEREMONY

Elderly people, who usually get their pensions at the end of the mont, wait outside a closed bank in Athens

few weeks,” I would tell you
it’'s 15 percent,” Mohamed El-
Erian, chief economic adviser
at Allianz SE, said in a Bloom-
berg TV interview. “There’s an
85 percent probability it will be
forced to leave the euro zone,
not because it wants to do so
but because it simply is no lon-
ger able to stay.”

Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras,
who promised to return “digni-
ty” to the people and reject ad-
ditional budget cuts imposed by
creditors, appealed for “calm”
after weekend-long queues at
ATMs and gas stations. The
Euro Stoxx 50 Index fell 4.5
percent and Greek 10-year no-
tes plunge by the most since at
least 1998, driving the yield to
14.6 percent, the highest since
December 2012. German bunds
rallied the most since 2011, sen-
ding the 10-year yield to 0.77

percent.

The bank controls followed a
weekend of turmoil that started
with Tsipras’s shock announce-
ment late Friday of a July 5 refe-
rendum on austerity measures
demanded by the country’s cre-
ditors. People rushed to line up
at ATMs and gas stations after
the breakdown of aid talks late
Friday and a European Central
Bank decision to freeze its lifeli-
ne to Greek banks. Greece is the
second euro-area country, after
Cyprus in 2013, to impose capi-
tal controls.

“In the coming days, what’s
needed is patience and com-
posure,” Tsipras said on tele-
vision. “The bank deposits of
the Greek people are fully se-
cure. The same applies to the
payment of wages and pen-
sions - they are also guaran-
teed.” Bloomberg

CHI LAM CRAZY HOURS LIVE IN MACAU
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Asian stocks
Greece fears

30.06.2015 tue

MPISEFRR ©

Times

fall as
spur

flight to safer assets

Adam Haigh

SIAN stocks tumbled as

investors sought shelter
in haven assets while they
weighed a possible Greek
exit from the euro zone. Sha-
res in Shanghai sank even
after the central bank cut in-
terest rates.

Japan’s Topix index dro-
pped 2.5 percent as the yen
jumped 0.8 percent against
the dollar and 1.6 percent
versus the euro. The MSCI
Asia Pacific Index lost 2.1
percent to 144.77 as of
4:01 p.m. in Hong Kong,
as more than 16 shares
fell for each that rose. The
Shanghai Composite Index
slumped 3.3 percent, ha-
ving swung from losses as
great as 7.6 percent and a
2.5 percent gain.

“The key thing is that this
is untested and people are
selling on that uncertainty,”
Chad Padowitz, Melbourne-
based chief investment offi-
cer at Wingate Asset Mana-
gement Ltd., said by phone.
“Markets have been accusto-
med to the can being kicked
down the road indefinite-
ly and this may be that the

A man walks near an electronic board showing the Hong Kong share index

outside a local bank in Hong Kong

Galaxy Entertainment Group
(“GEG”) held its annual “Stars
of the Year” award presenta-
tion ceremony of at Banyan
Tree Macau last Wednesday
to recognize 17 team mem-
bers with outstanding perfor-
mance and contributions to the
company.

GEG Chief Operating Officer
Mr. Michael Mecca, Group Di-
rector of Human Resources &
Administration Ms. Eileen Lui
and senior executives attended
the ceremony and witnessed the
17 candidates crowned as “Stars

of the Year” GEG Vice Chair-
man Mr. Francis Lui, via a video
broadcast, also congratulated
the winners for their commitment
and support to the success of the
opening of Galaxy Macau Phase
2 and the Broadway Macau in
May this year.

The winners were Sam
Cheong, Yen Kuok, Sun Cheong,
Kai Chan, Yuki Ao, Jason Wong,
Candy leong Wong, Ying Gong,
Honson Che, Cheng Wong, Bo-
bby Mago, Biao Cai, Cleo Chen,
Isaac Leong, Mia Leong, May
Lam and Lai Hoi.

The Venetian Macao presen-
ts Chi Lam Crazy Hours Live in
Macao which will be held at Cotai
Arena on July 4.

Cantopop star Chilam Cheung
made his debut in 1991 and be-
came an overnight sensation with
his collaboration with Maple Hui
“A Modern Love Story.” He beca-
me a screen idol in 2000 when he
portrayed Man Cho in TV drama
“Return of the Cuckoo.” His popu-

larity increased when he sang the
theme song of the show “Wishing
Kwan Well.”

As part of the show Cheung will
take on the persona of “Captain
Cool”, his character from the TV
show “Triumph in the Skies.”
He will also perform some of his
biggest hits, including “Love is
Dead,” “Ten Fingers Interlocked”
and “Youre Good but | Never
Cherish.”

THE VENETIAN' MACAO PRESENTS

CHILA

CRAZY HOURS
LIVE IN MACAO

4" JULY SATURDAY 8PM

COTAI ARENA, THE VENETIAN" MACAO

This summer, Conrad Macao,
Cotai Central is inviting Face-
book fans to win a luxury ge-
taway just by uploading a photo
of a Conrad bear at a famous
landmark to their Facebook ti-
meline between 25 July and 27
August. All photos must have
the hashtag #TravelBear and
also tag Conrad Macao Cotai
Central’s Facebook Page. The
best photo will win a two-night
stay in the Presidential Suite in-
cluding breakfast.

buck stops here. It’s a very
fluid situation and it’s never
really been tested in this way
before.”

Losses across Asia were
broad-based yesterday, with
all 10 industry groups on the
regional measure retreating.
Financial and technology
shares led declines. Tencent
Holdings Ltd., Toyota Motor
Corp. and Commonweal-
th Bank of Australia were
among the biggest drags on
the gauge.

Australia’s S&P/ASX 200
Index dropped 2.2 percent.
Slater & Gordon Ltd. tumb-
led a record 25 percent after
the world’s first publicly-lis-
ted law firm said it identified
an historical error in its U.K.
reporting.

The Hang Seng Index slid
2.6 percent, its biggest loss
since February 2014. New
Zealand’s NZX 50 Index
fell 0.9 percent. South Ko-
rea’s Kospi index retreated
1.4 percent, while Singa-
pore’s Straits Times Index
lost 1.3 percent and India’s
S&P BSE Sensex Index dro-
pped 1.4 percent. Taiwan’s
Taiex Index declined 2.4
percent.Bloomberg

CONRAD MACAO LAUNCHES BEAR
PHOTO COMPETITION

“We know our hotel guests
are world travellers so why not
our Conrad bears, hence we
are encouraging our guests
and Facebook fans to take their
bears on summer vacation with
them. Just take a photo of the
bear against an iconic famous
backdrop from anywhere arou-
nd the world and upload it to
their Facebook timeline. The
best photo will win a luxury stay
here at Conrad Macao,” said
general manager, Bede Barry.
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Mozambique to launch
wave of privatizations

ORE than 50 percent

of companies in which

the Mozambican sta-

te has a stake are not
considered strategic and may be
privatized. The president of the state
stake-holding company, Igepe Apo-
linario Panguene told Macauhub
in Maputo that as the they are not
included in the government’s “five-
year and annual plans” or becau-
se the state’s stake is “very small,”
more than half of the portfolio of
117 shareholdings that Igepe cur-
rently manages is being assessed
as part of “a comprehensive strate-
gy for a privatization process.”

Although the sale of some com-
panies has already started, Pan-
guene said Igepe had faced “some
difficulties related to the legislation
itself,” especially in cases where
the State has a minority stake and
partners “have preferential rights,”
which causes delays.

An alternative to the sale of priva-
te state interests is the sale of pu-
blic shares to company managers,
technicians and workers, known as

Mozambican President Filipe Nyusi (2nd
L) reviews the guard of honor during the
celebration for the 40th anniversary of
the country’s independence in the capital
Maputo, June 25

the GTT group, and the Igepe 2013
annual report and accounts flag-
ged 15 companies for this process.

The Mozambican subsidiary of
construction company Soares da
Costa, which recently changed
its headquarters from Lisbon to
Luanda, and in which the Mo-
zambican state holds a 20 percent
stake, is one of the companies refe-
renced in this process.

Asked to comment on the appa-
rent crisis situation the construc-

tion company is facing the Presi-
dent of Igepe admitted that the si-
tuation was worrying, but stressed
that “what is happening out there
is not what occurs in Mozambi-
que”, where the company “conti-
nues to have work and even posted
profits in 2014.”

This is why, he added, the process
of selling stakes to the company’s
GTT group is still in place, and
they may reject that option, which
will mean the stake will be given
back to the Mozambican state.

Panguene admitted that Mozam-
bique Cellular (mCel), Mozambi-
que Airlines (LAM), Telecomu-
nicacoes de Mocambique (TDM)
and Transmaritima, which are the
responsibility of the Ministry of
Transport and Communications,
wee having difficulty “adapting” to
the new dynamics the Mozambi-
can market.

Giving the example of mCel, the
first mobile operator in the coun-
try, the President of Igepe said the
state can free itself of its 26 percent
stake in the company, “although

no decision has been made,” since
the market situation is different
nowadays, with three operators.

In terms of Mozambican airli-
ne LAM, which dominates the
domestic market, and in a sector
in which three new companies
may start operating, Panguene
stressed that the company wou-
1d have to “adjust to the market
and try to compete with the
same weapons that others have”
expecting, moreover, “a better
service, more efficiency and at
lower cost.”

Regarding Igepe’s 2014 annual
report and accounts, due to be
presented soon, Panguene said it
would “show profits,” as it did in
2013, when the institute had re-
venues of 68.2 million meticais,
but which was a downturn of 33
percent over the previous year.

This, he explained, was due to the
companies’ investment policies, as
was the case with Coca-Cola Sabco,
Cervejas de Mogambique and Mo-
zal that are seeking “to consolidate
their position in the market.”

As for new business areas, Ige-
pe has “sought to identify part-
ners with financial and technolo-
gical capabilities,” and the aim is
to boost sectors such as gas and
coal exploration, with ventures
that “add value,” for example,
“energy production or derivati-
ves such as methanol and ferti-
lizers.” MDT/Macauhub

Brazil

and China
create
cooperation

fund

Brazil and China
decided to create

the Brazil/China
Cooperation Fund
for Expansion

of Production
Capacity with a
budget of USD20
billion, according

to an official
announcement made
last Friday, 26 June
26, in Brasilia. The
general secretary for
Political Affairs of the
Brazilian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs,
José Alfredo Graca
Lima, said after

the meeting of the
Sino-Brazilian High-
level Commission
for Coordination
and Cooperation
(Cosban), that China
would provide US$15
billion and Brazil
the remaining US$5
billion.
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One driver explains how

he’s helping rip oft Uber

The Uber app in Beijing

AMES Li was unhappy

with his pay as a security
guard in Shanghai, so he star-
ted driving on weekends for
Uber Technologies Inc. He’s
almost tripled his pay - in part
by scamming the company.

Li, an alias since he feared
retribution if his real name
was made public, is taking
advantage of Uber’s efforts to
break into the China market.
The U.S. car-booking com-
pany is spending millions
on free rides and driver bo-
nuses, betting the cash will
help train China drivers and
market Uber services to cus-
tomers.

Instead, people like Li have
figured out how to cash in on
Uber’s largesse without gi-
ving anyone a ride. He’s part
of a cottage industry that has
developed so drivers can use
modified smartphones and
software to place fake bookin-
gs and trick Uber into paying
out cash for phantom trips.

While there are no reliable
estimates on how prevalent
the scams are, interviews with
Uber drivers, equipment ven-
dors and reviews of postings
on dedicated online forums
suggest at least some of the
USD1 billion that Uber has
pledged to spend to expand
the service in China this year
is being siphoned off by fake

bookings. The scams may be
counted among the number of
trips Uber claims in China, a
figure the company said rea-
ched almost 1 million per day
in a letter this month to sha-
reholders.

@ Drivers use
modified
smartphones
and software

to place fake
bookings and
trick Uber into
paying out cash
for phantom
trips

“That number is definitely
exaggerated,” Zhang Xu, an
analyst at researcher Analysys
International, said of Uber’s
trip bookings. “It is well
known that Uber has the pro-
blem of false bookings.”

Uber has to balance between
giving out incentives to build
its pool of drivers and clam-
ping down on fraud, as it cha-
ses market leader Didi Kuai-
di. The company backed by

Alibaba Group Holding Ltd.
and Tencent Holdings Ltd.
dominates China’s car- hai-
ling market with 78 percent of
ride bookings, versus about 11
percent for Uber, according to
Analysys.

Chief Executive Officer Tra-
vis Kalanick, who is in Chi-
na to lead fundraising for its
operations, said in the inves-
tor letter that the country may
surpass the U.S. as its biggest
market before the end of this
year.

Fraud accounts for less than
10 percent of bookings in Chi-
na, Uber said, “much lower”
than competitors and similar
to other markets in the initial
phase of service. Uber expects
to manage fraud down to “sus-
tainable levels below 0.5 per-
cent in short order,” according
to an e-mail response from the
company.

Didi Kuaidi said it has “al-
most no false bookings” be-
cause it has a strong anti-
fraud task force and “very
powerful anti-scamming sys-
tem,” and also because its dri-
ver incentives are much lower
than other companies. Yong-
che.com, another ride-sharing
company, didn’t respond to
an e-mailed request for com-
ment.

To create a fake trip, an Uber
driver has essentially two op-

tions, according to drivers in-
terviewed by Bloomberg, who
asked not to be named discus-
sing information that may get
them barred by the company.

The first is a do-it-yourself
option where the driver buys
a hacked smartphone that can
operate with multiple phone
numbers and therefore multi-
ple Uber accounts. Drivers use
one number to act as a rider
and request a lift, and then ac-
cept the trip as a driver with
another phone number.

A driver like Li, for example,
may know that he has a legi-
timate fare waiting for him
at the airport, but he doesn’t
want to make the trip there
without getting paid. He could
then request a trip as a rider,
let the booking show up on
Uber’s GPS tracking software
as his car heads to the airport
and then get paid by Uber for
taking a “customer” on the
route.

The second option involves
working with other scammers
over the Internet. If a driver
doesn’t have a hacked phone,
he can go into one of several
invitation-only online forums
and request a fake fare from
professional ride-bookers.
These bookers are referred to
as “nurses” because they use
specially tailored software to
put an “injection,” or location

-specific ride request near the
driver.

The driver, or “patient,”
then makes the trip while
the booker monitors remote-
ly, confirms the journey was
made and then pays Uber
when the trip is complete. The
nurse gets a small fee, usually
about $1.60, and the reimbur-
sement for the fare from the
patient. The driver in turn col-
lects the fare and a driver bo-
nus that can be three times the
fare from Uber, which thinks
it’s building brand awareness
by giving away free rides.

The drivers interviewed by
Bloomberg spoke of a cat-and-
mouse game with Uber and the
fear of being caught. A recent
software upgrade has made it
more difficult to successfully
game the system, they said.

“Uber takes fraud very se-
riously, and deactivates dri-
vers/users permanently once
caught,” Huang Xue, Uber’s
Beijing-based spokeswoman,
said in an e-mail. The com-
pany has multiple tools to de-
tect fraudulent behavior and
a dedicated team to monitor
and enhance the system, she
said.

A search using the keyword
“Uber” on Taobao, the onli-
ne marketplace operated by
Alibaba, returned offerings of
smartphones that are modi-
fied so bookers can pretend to
be a new user each time they
place an order.

For 2,500 yuan, one can
buy a modified iPhone 5C on
Taobao that will show uni-
que 15-digit identity numbers
to trick Uber’s software into
thinking they are different
phones, and hence, different
users. Ready-made Uber dri-
ver and rider accounts are also
for sale, according to adverti-
sements on Taobao.

“We are aware of the poten-
tial risks of Uber accounts sold
by third parties on our plat-
form, and we review our pro-
duct listings on a regular basis
to remove any such items,”
according to an e-mailed res-
ponse from Taobao. “We are
also aware of product listings
for modified smartphones and
are evaluating whether to in-
clude such products in our list
of prohibited items.”

For Li, the part-timer dri-
ver, the risks of getting cau-
ght are beginning to outweigh
the rewards. He earned 8,000
yuan from Uber last mon-
th, compared with the 3,000
yuan salary for his full-time
job. In the past month, he said
he was aware of dozens of dri-
vers who were found to have
falsified trips and barred from
driving for Uber.

“It is getting harder and har-
der to get safe shots nowa-
days,” Li said, using the eu-
phemism for fake bookings.
“Back in the day, it was much
easier because the detection
measures were not as sophis-
ticated.” Bloomberg
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Ralph Jennings, Taipei

NVESTIGATORS in
Taiwan were focusing
yesterday on the possibi-
lity that a cigarette butt
or spark caused the blaze that
burned more than 500 people
at a weekend water park party
when colored powder sprayed
from the stage caught fire.

More than 400 people remai-
ned hospitalized, 200 in serious
condition, city officials said.
Taiwan’s Central News Agency
reported one death: a 20-year-
old with burns to 90 percent of
her body who was taken off life
support with her family’s con-
sent.

Police recommended criminal
charges against the organizer of
Saturday’s party, as well as two
technicians, at the Formosa
Fun Coast theme park in subur-
ban Taipei.

“It’s still not clear what ha-
ppened, but there were a num-
ber of people smoking and the
weather was warm,” New Taipei
City news department head Lin
Chieh-yu said. Temperatures
around greater Taipei topped 36
degrees Celsius before the party.

The three tons of colored star-
ch-based powder bought by
the organizers from Tai Won,
a seller in the island’s southern
county of Yunlin, were flamma-
ble, said Chou Hui-fang, a re-
presentative of the seller. She
said the buyer was informed
about the risk of fire.

“Whether it’s corn starch or
flour starch, this kind of stuff,
no matter how long it’s been
around, if it’s in dense quanti-
ties and if it’s hot, it can catch
fire,” Chou said. She said her
4-year-old company has been
questioned by police and health
officials but was not considered
at fault.

“We didn’t know what the
buyers were going to do with it
or how much they would use,”

Governments sign pact to create
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TAIWAN

Cigarettes or spark suspected
in fire that burned 500

visits a local hospital in New Taipei City

she said. “It might have been
supplies for a whole year.”

Taiwan Premier Mao Chi-kuo
on Sunday banned use of the
powder at future private events.
Colored powder is often thrown
on revelers during the annual
Holi celebrations in India and
Nepal, a Hindu festival. The
powder at Saturday’s party was
made in Taiwan, Chou said.

The water park was ordered to
close after the fire.

Taiwan police recommended
charges of professional neglect
and public endangerment for
party organizer Lu Chung-chi,
who was arrested but relea-
sed on bail of 1 million Taiwan

dollars (USD32,000) bail and
restricted from leaving the is-
land, a New Taipei City police
spokesman said.

Local media photos showed
Lu kneeling on the ground to
apologize, pledging to take full
responsibility.

Police also recommended
charges for the stage hardware
technician and the person res-
ponsible for shooting off the
powder. Each was given bail of
300,000 Taiwan dollars. Offi-
cers questioned another two in-
volved in the event but did not
recommend charges, said Yan
Bo-jen, news liaison with the
Luzhou Precinct of New Taipei

Beijing-led Asian bank

City Police Department.

Prosecutors have also seized
the assets of the water park and
of the party organizers, the city
news official said.

The powder ignited along the
ground, mainly burning peo-
ple’s lower bodies, said Wang
Wei-sheng, a liaison with the
New Taipei City fire depart-
ment command center.

Taiwan university student
Liang Sheng-kai said flaming
powder hit his legs, appa-
rently catching fire after it was
sprayed from a concert stage
into the front row where he was
standing.

With the park’s water features

XINHUA

@ More than
400 remained
hospitalized,
200 in serious
condition, with
one death: a
20-year-old
with burns to
90 pct of her
body

several hundred meters away,
too far to douse the fire or ease
burns, people screamed and
panicked to find exits as balls of
fire surged from the ground, he
said. He said the right and left
sides of the stage were blocked.

“It was very messy and a lot of
people fell over or got knocked
down,” said Liang, 20, who is
staying in a Taipei hospital for
burn treatment.

Four victims were from Hong
Kong, two from mainland Chi-
na and one each from Japan,
Malaysia and Singapore, a New
Taipei City news official said.
Authorities are still checking on
the nationalities of three other
foreigners. More than 200 were
students, Central News Agency
said.

A total of 519 people were in-
jured by the fire, according to a
statement from the city govern-
ment’s health bureau. AP
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NVOYS of govern-

ments that plan to
join a Chinese-led Asian
bank endorsed a struc-
ture yesterday that gives
Beijing the biggest voting
stake at the start but no
veto power.

Each member of the
Asian Infrastructure In-
vestment Bank will re-
ceive voting shares in
line with its contribution
to the bank’s proposed
USD100 billion in capi-
tal, under the proposed
structure. As the biggest
donor, Beijing would get
26 percent of votes, with
India in second-place

with 7.5 percent and Rus-
sia third with 5.9 percent.

Beijing’s proposal for
the AIIB attracted une-
xpectedly wide support
from U.S. allies including
Britain, New Zealand,
France and South Korea
despite U.S. opposition.
Washington and its ally
Japan have refrained
from seeking member-
ship.

The Beijing-based bank
is part of China’s efforts
to gain a bigger voice in
global financial regula-
tion that is dominated by
the United States and Eu-
rope.

The bank is intended
to finance investments
in railways, cargo ports
and other trade links. The
U.S. government had ob-
jected that the bank wou-
1d undercut existing insti-
tutions such as the World
Bank and might allow
looser lending standards.

Some 57 governments
have expressed interest
in joining the AIIB, but
not all signed yesterday’s
agreement. The Philippi-
nes said it and six other
countries including Thai-
land and South Africa
would not sign immedia-
tely and had until Decem-

ber to make a final deci-
sion.

“This proposal was de-
signed to meet Asia’s in-
frastructure development
and promote Asia’s con-
nectivity and also deepen
regional cooperation for
the sake of development,”
said Chinese President Xi
Jinping during a meeting
with the foreign envoys in
the Great Hall of the Peo-
ple in central Beijing.

“The very fact that re-
presentatives from the
57 prospective founding
members are gathering
in this room today is tes-
timony to this spirit of

Chinese Finance Minister Lou Jiwei signs the articles of the agreement
of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB) in Beijing

solidarity, cooperation,
openness and inclusive-
ness.”

China’s voting share
may be diluted as more
members join, Vice Fi-
nance Minister Shi Yao-
bin told the official Xi-
nhua News Agency.

“China is not deliberate-
ly seeking a veto power,”
said Shi, according to Xi-
nhua.

The bank will be led by a
president with a five-year
term that can be extended
once. Its working langua-
ge will be English. AP
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SOUTH KOREA
No MERS infections reported
for 2 days
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No new cases of MERS were reported in South Korea for
two straight days, with no deaths being added, the health
ministry said yesterday. The number of MERS cases totaled
182, making no change for two days in a row, according

to the Ministry of Health and Welfare. It marked the first
time since May 25 when no new infection was reported for
the second straight day. The first case was discovered on
May 20. No new deaths meant the death toll remained at

32 and the fatality rate at 17.6 percent. Two patients were
discharged from hospitals as they completely recovered after
being infected. Those discharged increased to 93, accounting
for more than half of the total infectees. Excluding the dead
and those discharged, 57 patients are still under treatment.
Among them, 14 are in unstable conditions. The number

of those quarantined rose from 2,562 on Sunday to 2, 682
yesterday.
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PAKISTAN
Cops bust armed militants
planning attack, 4 killed

A Pakistani police officer says authorities have killed four
militants, arrested two and seized a large cache of weapons
that were meant to be used in an upcoming attack. Senior
police officer Shahzad Sultan says a militant exploded a
suicide vest during the raid yesterday on a house near the
eastern city of Lahore, injuring nine officers. Sultan says a
search turned up six suicide vests, dozens of hand grenades,
assault rifles and other weapons. The raid was carried out
jointly with intelligence officials. The police official said the
militants were planning to target important buildings in
Lahore during the current Ramadan holiday, which lasts
almost three more weeks. For years, Pakistani security forces
have battled insurgency originating from tribal regions near
the Afghan border.

INDIA
Police investigate mob Kkilling
of school director

Police are investigating the mob killing of a school director
in northern India after two of the school’s students were
discovered dead, officials said yesterday. The mob attacked
the boarding school’s director on Sunday after the bodies
of two boys aged 10 and 11 were found in a nearby pond,
Nalanda district police Superintendent Siddhartha Kumar
Jain said. The students had disappeared a day earlier from
the school grounds, and villagers accused school staff of
killing them and dumping them in the pond. Autopsies later
showed the boys had drowned. Local TV stations broadcast
video of the man being beaten with sticks and writhing on
the ground as other people watched and stomped on his
chest, stomach and limbs. He died of his injuries Sunday
night. When police arrived, the mob allegedly pelted them
with stones and injured six officers. Police suspended an
officer for failing to stop the attack in Nirpur village, about
90 kilometers southeast of Patna, the capital of Bihar state.
Residents of the director’s home village held angry protests
after the man’s death, blocking road and train traffic and
setting a vehicle on fire.

AFGHANISTAN

President orders probe
into NATO-led operation

FGHANISTAN has ordered

an investigation into an ope-
ration yesterday involving U.S.
forces that destroyed a weapons
cache in a volatile region close
to the capital, sparking demons-
trations that briefly closed a hi-
ghway.

President Ashraf Ghani and
Chief Executive Abdullah Ab-
dullah ordered the investigation
into the operation, which caused
no casualties or damage but en-
raged local residents, who said
the munitions should have been
relocated away from residential
areas before being destroyed.

“An investigating delegation
has been sent to the area and the
Resolute Support commanders
have been asked for an explana-
tion,” Abdullah’s deputy spokes-
man Javid Faisal said, referring

THAILAND

to NATO’s mission in Afghanis-
tan.

The NATO mission said U.S.
forces had destroyed the muni-
tions to prevent them from being
used “to conduct attacks against
Afghans and coalition forces.”

NATO spokesman U.S. Army
Col. Brian Tribus said the opera-
tion took place in Charikar, the
capital of Parwan province nor-
th of Kabul. Parwan police chief
Gen. Mohammad Zaman said Af-
ghan troops also took part in the
operation, which involved grou-
nd and air forces.

Zaman said local residents held
a demonstration in Charikar to
protest the operation. “They were
complaining that if there was a
weapons cache that needed des-
troying it should have been des-
troyed far away from the residen-

tial areas,” he said.

Faisal said demonstrators blo-
cked a highway and only disper-
sed after Abdullah spoke with lo-
cal leaders.

Elsewhere, 11 Afghan soldiers
were killed in a Taliban ambush
on an army convoy in the wes-
tern Herat province bordering
Iran. The convoy was traveling to
neighboring Bagdhis province on
Sunday when it came under atta-
ck by a large group of insurgents,
said Hesanullah Hayat, spokes-
man for the Herat governor.

The western region has seen in-
creased insurgent activity since
the Taliban launched their warm
-weather offensive in late April.
Afghan security forces have stru-
ggled to contain the violence and
have seen army and police ca-
sualties soar. AP

Ice cream company apologizes

for Facebook gay slur

Thai ice cream company owned by Unilever

as apologized for using a derogatory term for

gay men in a Facebook posting marking the U.S.

Supreme Court’s ruling on same-sex marriage, a
spokeswoman said yesterday.

The post on the Facebook page of Wall’s Thailand,
which was quickly removed, showed black bean-
flavored ice cream with the caption # LOVEWINS
— the hashtag used by supporters of the court ver-
dict. “Black beans” is a demeaning slang term for
gay men that originated from a famous pedophilia
case in Thailand.

The illustration, posted a day after the U.S. Su-
preme Court legalized same-sex marriages, caused
an online uproar in Thailand, with some commen-
tators calling it “low” and “discriminatory.”

On Twitter, some users condemning the illustra-
tion included the hashtag #RIPWallsThailand in
their tweets.

Wall’s Thailand replaced the post with a new pic-
ture of rainbow-colored ice cream and issued an
apology on Sunday, saying they were “sorry if the
post created some misunderstanding” and that
they “did not mean to cause discomfort to anyone.”

Unilever Thai spokeswoman Aranya Luepradid
confirmed yesterday that the apology came from
the company.

Wall’s Thailand is part of Unilever, the Anglo-Du-
tch consumer goods conglomerate that also makes
Ben & Jerry’s ice cream.

Thailand is one of the most tolerant countries in
Asia for gays and a top gay tourist destination. AP

ONE SHOT NEWS

A man walks with his cycle through a water-logged street as it rains in Jammu, India. The heavy rains lashing the city brought much-

needed relief from a scorching heat wave. Temperatures exceeding 40 Celsius on Sunday dropped by 3 degrees yesterday in the city.
The monsoon reaches far northern Jammu and Kashmir state later than most of the nation, around July 1, according to the India
Meteorological Department. It forecast scattered and isolated rainfall in the region for the rest of the week.
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solar-powered plane
took off from Japan
early yesterday to at-
tempt a five-day fli-
ght over open water to Hawaii,
the eighth leg of its bid to fly
around the world without fuel.

Its long wings lighting up the
night sky, the Solar Impulse
2 departed at 3:03 a.m. after
an unscheduled, month-long
stop in Japan because of unfa-
vorable weather.

The flight to Hawaii, by far
the longest of the journey so
far, is risky because there are
few if any places to land in an
emergency.

Swiss pilot Andre Borschberg
is flying solo. The plane, which
started in Abu Dhabi on Mar-
ch 9, is powered by more than
17,000 solar cells on its win-
gs that recharge its batteries.
From Hawalii, it is to continue
on to Phoenix, then hopscotch
across the United States and
the Atlantic to Europe, before
returning to Abu Dhabi.

Borschberg originally left
Nanjing, China, for Hawaii on
May 31, but diverted to an air-
port in Nagoya in central Ja-
pan on June 1 because a cold

AP PHOTO

AFGHANISTAN

11 soldiers killed
in Taliban ambush

v

authorities in Jalalabad, east of Kabul

AVIATION

Solar Impulse plane en route
to Hawaii from Japan
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In this Sunday, July 31 2011 file photo, Taliban fighters hold their
heavy and light weapons before surrendering them to Afghan

total of 18 people

including 11 Af-
ghan soldiers lost their
lives as a military con-
voy came under attack
by militants in the wes-
tern province of Herat
on Sunday, the Defense
Ministry said in a state-
ment yesterday.

“A group of terroris-
ts ambushed a military
convoy in Karukh dis-
trict, Herat province
Sunday evening whi-
ch triggered gun battle
during which 18 people
including 11 soldiers and
seven militants were
killed,” the statement
declared. Five more mi-
litants sustained injuries
during the firefight.

Earlier a private tele-
vision channel Tolo re-
ported in its news bulle-
tin that the militancy
convoy was on way to
neighboring Badghis
province when it came
under attack leaving 11
soldiers dead and inju-
ring six others.

Meanwhile, a spokes-
man for the Herat pro-
vincial government Eh-
sanullah Hayat, in talks
with media, confirmed
the ambush on the mili-
tary convoy and put the
attack on the enemies of
peace, a reference to the
Taliban.

In another develop-
ment which occurred
in Herat’s neighboring

The Solar Impulse 2 flies over Nagoya Airport after taking off in Toyoyama, near Nagoya, central Japan

Kandahar province also
on Sunday, an army heli-
copter made a hard lan-
ding in Naw Abad loca-
lity of Maiwand district
leaving two servicemen
dead, an official who de-
clined to be identified
said.

However, Samim
Khpalwak, the spokes-
man for Kandahar pro-
vincial government,
confirmed the incident,
adding an investigation
into the case has been
initiated and details will
be made public after
completion.

The  Taliban clai-
med responsibility for
downing the chopper, a
claim utterly rejected by
Khpalwak as groundless.

The Taliban-led insur-
gency has been rampant
since April 24 when the
armed outfit launched
its annual spring offen-
sive in Afghanistan, and
since then hundreds of
people including mili-
tants, security personnel
and civilians have been
killed.

Sediq  Sediqi, the
spokesman for Afghan
Interior Ministry and
Dawlat  Waziri, the
spokesman for Defense
Ministry, at a joint press
conference yesterday
categorically stated that
the country’s security
forces are capable enou-
gh of crushing the Tali-
ban and associated mili-
tants across the country.
Xinhua

PAKISTAN

front threatened to block his
way. After a wing repair, he
and team members waited in
Nagoya for the right condi-
tions to depart.

The project is meant to de-
monstrate the potential of
improved energy efficiency
and clean power, though solar
-powered air travel is not yet
commercially practical.

Solar Impulse 2 is dependent
on the right weather condi-
tions, and organizers waited
about nine hours after takeoff
for the plane to pass what they
called “the point of no return”
before officially announcing
that it was aloft.

“Now fully into the flight to
Hawaii,” Borschberg twee-
ted a little while later. “Very
strong emotions as I passed
the point of no return: explo-
ration starts here.” AP

Heatwave leaves 1,000

dead in Karachi

HE death toll from a heatwave

in Pakistan’s commercial cen-
ter of Karachi and parts of southern
Sindh province has passed 1,000
over the past ten days, health offi-
cials said yesterday.

Nearly 9oo died over the past week
only in Karachi, a city of around 20
million people, with more than 100
in interior Sindh. The majority of
those who died were over the age of
50. Dozens of low-income laborers
working outside were also among
the victims, according to officials
at government-run hospitals. Mass
funerals were being held for the
unclaimed bodies.

The Sindh Health department
said a total of 26 more people died
on Sunday as there was no let up in
deaths due to heatstroke. The me-
trological department continued to
forecast highs of of 41 Celsius yes-
terday. The temperature reached
45 Celsius last week.

Hundreds are still being treated
in at least four government-owned
and several private hospitals.

Chief Minister of Sindh province,
Syed Qaim Ali Shah, says the gov’t-
run hospitals have so far provided
medical facilities to nearly 40,000
people.

The federal and provincial go-
vernments are under fire for their
inability to effectively deal with the
crisis.

Power outages and water shor-
tages in Karachi are being blamed
for the high number of deaths, as
people were unable to use air-con-
ditioners or fans. Karachi has its

AP PHOTO

A Pakistani woman sits beside the bodies of
heatwave victims at a hospital in Karachi

own power supply system known
as “K- Electric”, but it could not
meet the fast growing demand for
power in the summer heat. The fe-
deral government is now providing
some electricity to Karachi from its
system.

Officials say Pakistan currently
faces a shortage of around 5,000
MW of power, with blackouts
sparking violent protests in parts
of the country.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif is
scheduled to visit the city to perso-
nally review the situation, the PM’s
office said.

He was earlier planned to travel
to Karachi yesterday; however, the
visit has been delayed and state te-
levision reported he would visit Ka-
rachi today. Xinhua
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TUNISIA ATTACK

UK’s Cameron promises wide,
long-term response to terror

RIME Minister David Ca-

meron yesterday pledged a
wide response to extremism,
describing Britain as being
united in grief over the beach
massacre in Tunisia.

Fifteen Britons are confir-
med dead, but officials have
warned that could rise as high
as 30, making it the worst ter-
ror attack on U.K. citizens sin-
ce the July 7, 2005, London
transport attacks that killed
52 commuters. Cameron in-
sisted the nation would not be
cowed.

“To our shock and grief we
must add another word: resol-
ve. Unshakeable resolve. We
will stand up for our way of life,”
Cameron wrote. “So ours must
be a full-spectrum response - a
response at home and abroad;
in the immediate aftermath and
far into the future.”

AP PHOTO

Some 600 British counter-
terrorism police — one of the

KUWAIT

esidents of the coastal town of Sousse in Tunisia place flowers and messges
during a gathering at the scene of Friday’s shooting attack

Mosque bomber raised no red
flags, transited Bahrain

Adam Schreck,

HE Saudi man who

blew himself up in-
side a Shiite mosque in
Kuwait last week flew
into the country after
transiting through near-
by Bahrain and had no
background suggesting
he planned to carry out
a terrorist attack, accor-
ding to Gulf officials.

The details released by
Saudi and Bahraini au-
thorities paint a fuller
picture of the suicide
bomber in Friday’s at-
tack that killed 27 wor-
shippers and wounded
more than 200 in one of
Kuwait City’s most pro-
minent Shiite mosques.
A branch of the Islamic
State group claimed res-
ponsibility for the bom-
bing.

The blast — which
struck within hours of
deadly attacks in Tuni-
sia and France — has
rattled largely stab-
le Kuwait. The small,
oil-rich country, ruled
by a Sunni monarchy
and with a sizable Shii-
te minority, has mostly
avoided the sectarian
violence rocking other
parts of the region.

AP PHOTO

Fahad uleiman Abdulohsen
al-Gabbaa

Kuwaiti officials have
identified the bomber
as Fahad Suleiman Ab-
dulmohsen al-Gabbaa,
a Saudi man in his early
twenties who landed in
the country just hours
before the attack.

Bahrain’s Interior Mi-
nistry said yesterday
that al-Gabbaa arrived
in that island nation on
a Gulf Air flight from the
Saudi capital, Riyadh, at
10:40 p.m. Thursday.
He remained in transit
for two and a half hours
before boarding a con-
necting flight to Kuwait.

Saudi Arabia’s Inte-
rior Ministry said the
bomber had no record

with security forces or
any background indica-
ting terrorist activities.
It confirmed he left the
kingdom Thursday bou-
nd for Bahrain.

An audio message ac-
companied by two still
photos that was posted
online and promoted
by Twitter accounts af-
filiated with the Islamic
State group purports to
be a final message from
al-Gabbaa.

A caption below the
clip calls the bomber a
“soldier of the calipha-
te” and identifies him
by the nom de guerre
of Abu Suleiman al-
Muwahhed.

In the message, the
speaker vows to pursue
jihad against his ene-
mies, particularly Shii-
tes in Kuwait, saying
“we are on the lookout
for you.” He also ad-
dresses Islamic State
group’s leader, Abu
Bakr al-Baghdadi, te-
lling him to “be patient
and swear to God that
we are with you.”

IS militants consider
Shiites to be heretics
and are fighting Iranian-
backed Shiite militias in
Iraq and Syria. AP

force’s largest such deploy-
ments in recent years — have
been deployed as part of the
investigation into Friday’s at-
tack at the Imperial Marhaba
Hotel in the beach resort of
Sousse. Officers have also
been deployed at airports to
meet and support travelers
and to help identify witnesses.
Home Secretary Theresa
May is traveling to the nor-
th African nation for talks on
the extremist threat and to of-
fer condolences for the slain
tourists. A Royal Air Force
transport plane is also being
deployed to bring stranded
families home. Cameron told
the BBC that the government
is working as fast as possible
to give families information.
Cameron described the Isla-
mic State group — sometimes
called ISIL — as using ancient

EUROPEAN MINISTERS

PAY TRIBUTE TO THE
DEAD

THE TOP security officials of
Britain, France, Germany and
Belgium are paying homage to
the 38 people killed in Tunisia’s
deadliest attack, a massacre at
a beach resort claimed by Is-
lamic extremists. British Home
Secretary Theresa May, French
Interior Minister Bernard Ca-
zeneuve, German Interior Min-
ister Thomas de Maiziere and
Belgian Interior Minister Jan
Jambon joined their Tunisian
counterpart on the beach in
front of the Imperial Marhaba
hotel in the Mediterranean
resort of Sousse for the tribute
yesterday. Standing on the sand
surrounded by security officials,
they at one point put their arms
on each other’s shoulders.

media as its primary weapon.
“We must look at how we can
work with countries like Tuni-
sia to counter this online pro-
paganda,” he wrote. “We must
also deal with it at its source,
in places like Syria, Iraq and
Libya, from where ISIL is pe-

barbarism and combining it ddling and plotting its death

with propaganda — using social ~ cult.” AP

IRAN

Inspections focus of talks amid
reports of new Obama letter

Jonathan Tirone and Kambiz Foroohar

NVOYS negotiating a deal to curb

Iran’s nuclear program began a
third day of talks in Vienna focused on
the role of international monitors, as
reports emerged of a new letter from
U.S. President Barack Obama to Ira-
nian officials.

Inspections of Iranian nuclear facili-
ties, including military sites where past
activities are suspected, have emerged
as one of the last remaining logjams.
On June 23, Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ali Khamenei ruled out “unconventio-
nal” access by the International Atomic
Energy Agency. Iran’s foreign minister,
Mohammad Javad Zarif, left the talks
late Sunday to return for consultations
in Tehran and will rejoin discussions
today.

While diplomats representing some
of the six nations negotiating with Iran
were cautious over the weekend when
asked about the likelihood of a deal
in the next few days, the European
Union’s foreign policy chief gave an
upbeat assessment.

“We are near to close the deal,” Fede-
rica Mogherini said late Sunday after a
meeting of foreign ministers broke up.
“Itis a good deal.”

U.S. Secretary of State John Ker-
ry yesterday met with IAEA Director
General Yukiya Amano at the Palais
Coburg in Vienna, where the agency
has increased its presence as the sides
narrow their differences. Officials have
said that the self-imposed today dea-
dline for a deal is unlikely to be met.

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif,
right

Amid the diplomacy, the Iranian
Students’ News Agency reported that
Khamenei had received a fifth letter
from Obama earlier this month, citing
senior lawmaker Mehrdad Bazarpash,
who declined to say what it contained.
U.S. State Department and White Hou-
se officials didn’t immediately respond
to requests for comment.

Bazarpash told the Hamshahri news-
paper that Obama speaks softly in pri-
vate but makes threats in public. Those
contradictions make Iranian leaders
distrust U.S. statements, he said.

Although not formally part of the
talks with the world powers at the ta-
ble - China, France, Germany, Russia,
the U.K. and U.S. - the IAEA will play a
critical role under a deal.

Before the Islamic Republic gets full
relief from global sanctions, the agency
will need to finish a 12-year investiga-
tion into the possible military dimen-
sions of its nuclear work, verify enri-
chment-capacity restraints have been
implemented and confirm that Iran
has adopted stricter monitoring rules
under the so-called Additional Proto-
col. Bloomberg
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Michael Balsamo, Malone, N.Y.

three-week manhunt

that began when two

convicted murderers

taged a brazen prison

break involving stolen power

tools and hacksaw blades hid-

den in frozen beef ended when

a single police officer spotted a

suspicious man on a rural road
near the Canadian border.

David Sweat’s capture came
two days after his fellow esca-
pee, Richard Matt, was killed
in a confrontation with law en-
forcement while holding a sho-
tgun. Sweat was unarmed when
he was shot twice Sunday (yes-
terday, Macau time) by Sgt. Jay
Cook as he ran for some trees
near the town of Constable.

Sweat was in critical condition
at an Albany hospital.

“I can only assume he was
going for the border,” Superin-
tendent Joseph D’Amico said.

The two prisoners had been
on the loose since June 6, when
they cut their way out of a ma-
ximum-security prison 48 kilo-
meters away using power tools.
Two prison workers have been
charged with helping them.

Clinton correction officer
Gene Palmer, charged with
promoting prison contraband,
tampering with physical evi-
dence and official misconduct,
was due in court yesterday. His
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LIJDSAoIice shoot, capture
2nd escaped murderer
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Pollce stand over David Sweat after he was shot and captured near the Ganadlan border

attorney has said he will plead
not guilty.
Officials said Palmer gave the
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two prisoners frozen hambur-
ger meat that a prison tailor
shop instructor had used to

hide the tools she smuggled to
Sweat and Matt. Palmer’s at-
torney said he had no idea the
meat contained hacksaw bla-
des, a bit and a screwdriver.

Prosecutors said the tailor
shop worker, Joyce Mitchell, got
close to the men while working
with them and had agreed to be
their getaway driver but backed
out because she felt guilty for
participating in the escape. Au-
thorities also said Mitchell had
discussed killing her husband
as part of the plot.

Mitchell pleaded not guilty
June 15 to charges including
felony promoting prison con-
traband.

Sweat’s capture ended an or-
deal that sent 1,300 law en-
forcement officers into the
thickly forested northern rea-
ches of New York and forced
residents to tolerate nerve-wra-
cking armed checkpoints.

“The nightmare is finally
over,” Gov. Andrew Cuomo de-
clared at a news conference.

D’Amico said the men may
have used black pepper to
throw off their scent from the
dogs that were tracking them.
He said Sweat’s DNA was reco-
vered from pepper shakers fou-
nd at one camp.

Cuomo said many questions
remained unanswered, inclu-
ding whether the inmates had
other accomplices.

“We have already started a full
investigation,” he said. “But to-
day ends with good news. The-
se were dangerous, dangerous
men.”

Clinton County District Attor-
ney Andrew Wylie said Sweat
will be charged with escape,
burglary and other charges.
He and Matt are suspected of
breaking into some of the re-
gion’s many cabins during their
time on the lam.

Matt and Sweat used power
tools to saw through a steel cell
wall and several steel steam
pipes, bashed a hole through
a 0.61-meter-thick brick wall,
squirmed through pipes and
emerged from a manhole ou-
tside the Clinton Correctional
Facility in Dannemora.

Sweat was serving a senten-
ce of life without parole in the
killing of a sheriffs deputy in
Broome County in 2002. Matt
was serving 25 years to life for
the killing and dismembering
of his former boss. AP
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“E-GENERATION ARTISTS SERIES EXHIBITIONS:
Meowky WAy LEGEND BY Gial LEE

TIME: 11am-7pm (Mondays to Saturdays)
UNTIL: July 4, 2015

VENUE: Portuguese Bookshop,

Rua de S. Domingos, 16-18

ADMISSION: Free

Macau JOINT FASHION PERFORMANCE

— MiNI ExHIBITION

TIME: 10am-8pm

(Closed on Mondays, open on public holiday)
UNTIL: August 30, 2015

ADMISSION: Free

ADDRESS: Macau Fashion Gallery / No. 47,
Rua de S. Roque, Macau

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2835 3341

Human Roots

TIME: 11am-7pm (Closed on public holidays)
UNTIL: July 2, 2015

ADMISSION: Free

VENUE: IAOHIN Gallery, Rua da Tercena No.39A
ENQUIRES: (853) 2892 1908

ART OF INK

— Mio PanG Fel CALLIGRAPHY EXHIBITION
TIME: 10am-7pm

(Closed on Mondays, no admission after 6:30 pm)
UNTIL: July 5, 2015

VENUE: Macau Museum of Art,

Av. Xian Xing Hai, s/n, NAPE

ADMISSION: MOP5

(Free on Sundays and public holidays)
ENQUIREES: (853) 8791 9814

Offheat

DEFORMED MUTT IS CROWNED
WoRLD’s UaLIEST DoG

A 10-year-old mutt named Quasi Modo, whose spinal birth
defects left her a bit hunchbacked, is the winner of this year’s
World’s Ugliest Dog contest.

The pit bull-Dutch shepherd mix and her owner took the
USD1,500 prize Friday night, besting 25 other dogs com-
peting in the contest that applauds imperfection, organizers
said.

Quasi Modo was abandoned at an animal shelter before
being adopted by a veterinarian in Loxahatchee, Florida,
according to her biography posted on the contest’s website.

“My appearance can be a little unsettling to some (I have
had grown men jump on top of their cars to get away from
me because they thought | was a hyena or Tasmanian devil)
but once they get to know me | win them over with my bub-
bly personality,” her biography said.

Two Chinese crested and Chihuahua mixes named Swee-
pee Rambo and Frodo took the second- and third-place
prizes, respectively.

An 8-year-old Chihuahua named Precious received the
“spirit award,” honoring a dog and owner who have overco-
me obstacles and/or are providing service to the community.
Precious, who is blind in one eye, is trained to monitor smells
related to low blood sugar levels and alert her owner, a disa-
bled veteran, of the problem, her biography said.

The contest, held at the Sonoma-Marin Fairgrounds in Pe-
taluma, California, is in its 27th year.

The dogs are scored by a three-judge panel in several ca-
tegories, including special or unusual attributes, personality
and natural ugliness. AP

13:00 TDM News (Repeated)

13:30 News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast

14:30 RTPiLive

17:45  The lllusionist (Repeated)

18:40 TDM Sports

19:40 Soap Opera

20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:00 TDM Interview

21:40 Comedy

22:10  The lllusionist

23:00 TDM News

23:30 Miscellaneous

00:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)

Il
CINETEATRO
25 Jun - 2 JuL

TED 2_
Room 1
2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm

Director: Seth MacFarlane

Starring: Mark Wahlberg, Amanda Seyfried, Morgan
Freeman

Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 115min

SPL 2: A TIME FOR CONSEQUENCES _

ROOM 2

2.30, 4.45, 7.15pm

(1-2JUL) 2.30,4.45

Director: Cheang Pou-soi

Starring: Tony Jaa, Wu Jing, Simon Yam, Zhang Jin,
Louis Koo

Language: Cantonese/Mandarin (Cantonese/English)
Duration: 120min

MINIONS_

ROOM 2

(1-2JUL)7.30 pm

Director: Pierre Coffin, Kyle Balda
Language: Cantonese (Chinese/English)
Duration: 91min

JURASSIC WORLD _

9.30 pm

Director: Colin Trevorrow

Starring: Chris Pratt, Bryce Dallas Howard
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 124min

FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD _

ROOM 3

2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm

Director: Thomas Vinterberg

Starring: Carey Mulligan, Matthias Schoenaerts
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 94min

MACAU TOWER
04 Jun - 01 JuL

JURASSIC WORLD _

(3D) 2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm

Director: Colin Trevorrow

Starring: Chris Pratt, Bryce Dallas Howard
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 124min

1985 BEIRUT ORDEAL ENDS
FOR US HOSTAGES

All 39 Americans being held captive by the Shia
Muslim Amal militia in Lebanon have been released,
after almost three weeks in captivity.

Their freedom was secured after intervention by the
Syrian President Hafiz al-Assad. The White House
said no deal had been done with the captors.

The hostages were driven in a Red Cross convoy
from Beirut to Syrian capital Damascus, 17 days after
the plane they were on was hijacked by two members
of the extremist Islamic Jihad group.

Most of the passengers were freed hours after the
Lebanese gunmen diverted the TWA Rome - Athens
flight to Beirut on 14 June, demanding the release of
766 Shia Muslims imprisoned in Israel.

But 40 Americans were forced to remain on the pla-
ne. One of their number - US Navy diver Robert Ste-
them - was killed on the first day of the crisis and his
body dumped on the airport tarmac.

Thirty-five of the Americans were imprisoned in va-
rious Beirut safe-houses by the Amal militia for most
of their ordeal, but four were being held by the radical
Hezbollah group.

The freedom of these men is reported to have been
obtained by President Assad, who contacted two of
the most extreme Shia leaders to order their release.

The group finally left for Damascus at 15.45 after
24 hours of confusion and uncertainty about whether
they would be freed.

Some of the hostages praised their treatment by
the Amal militia, saying it had guaranteed the group’s
safety and looked after their welfare. The hostages’
spokesman, Allyn Conwell, told reporters at a news
conference they were all very relieved to be free.

“For anyone and everyone who has prayed for us,
talked for us, waited for us or hoped for us - we thank
you from the bottom of our hearts,” he said.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

The hostages were safely transferred to Frankfurt and then to
the US after their release. The White House said it knew the
identity of the two original hijackers, but the men have never
been brought to justice. The American Diplomatic Security
Service is still offering a reward of $5m (£3.17m) for informa-
tion leading to their capture. The US Navy named the warship
USS Stethem after the sailor killed by the gunmen during the
hijack.
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Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19

You're not sure if your conscious
world is filtering down into your
subconscious or if it’s the other way
around. But either way, some heavy
business is making earning money
that much harder. Take a long lunch.

n Gemini

May 21-Jun. 21

Helping others is good for your
health, and could improve
your finances. So if you're just
not sure how to get your life
back in the black, try to be of
service.

Leo Virgo
MIN MAX CONDITION
Jul. 23-Aug. 22 Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Being self-centered can hurt you Your emotional nature is your Easy Easy+
in more ways than one. Plotters  driving force. That means you
are everywhere, and youre too sometimes have unrealistic goals, 5 8 1 36 6 Beijing 20 30 shower/cloudy
wrapped up in yourself to notice.  but the tenacity to achieve them. Harbin cloud
Check your wallet, then your bank  So block out anyone with differing 6 7 21 o 13 26 ) Y
account. views today. 6 9 5 Tianjin 21 30 drizzle/cloudy
. B Urumgqi 19 29 cloudy
n Libra Scorpio 1 i 2 8 ) .
7 4 1 3 6 Xi'an 21 29 drizzle/cloudy
|
Sep.23-Oct. 22 Oct. 23 - Nov. 21 1 8 9 8 7 1 3 Lhasa 14 27 cloudy
If you want changes in material You have confidence in the 5 1 9 6 Chengdu 23 29 moderate rain
possessions or living spaces, dont market, even if it’s ill founded. : ;
start by calling the movers. You That kind of enthusiasm makes 213 9|7 8 Chongqlng 26 28 heavy rain
have to start by changing your bank  you magnetic, especially in times Kunming 19 29 cloudy
account. Getting more money moving  like these. Enjoy your adoring 1.3 8 9 6 9 7 . .
in than out is your first challenge. audience. Nanjing 23 27 thundershower/heavy rain
) . . Shanghai 24 34  overcast/thundershower
} Sagittarius Capricorn Medi Hard Wuhan o5 29 cloudy/moderate rain
eaium
Nov. 22-Dec. 21 Dec. 22-Jan. 19 e . Hangzhou 25 I e L
Money is energy. Feeling moody  Never want to lose money again? 9 3 2 Taipei 26 35 cloudy/overcast
and slow is a predictable response  Get a grip on yourself and come up 3 4 Guangzhou o8 35 clear
to your lack of funds. Let your  with a plan. If others can do it, then
dreams be your motivator, and  so can you. Your first step is to look 2|7 1 9 4 Hong Kong 28 33 cloudy
jump start yourself back into the  at all your personal details and get 9 2 3 1 6
black. organized.
7 6 2|7
M Aquarius ) ( Pisces 2 1|3 8
4 5|8 8 1 i
Jan. 20-Feb. 18 Feb.19-Mar. 20 ilE Moscow 14 23 drizzle
You can’t just willmoney intoyour ~ Everyone has to start somewhere. 3 Frankfurt 14 27 cloudy/clear
bank account, but your emotions  You may feel like you're a 8 6 7 2 = 14 |
are more in charge of getting it doormat, but that will make a aris 27 clear
there than you realize. Let your  great story once you've made it up London 12 21 clear
feelings about advancement the front steps and into the castle.
propel your balances forward. Endure. New York 17 24 clear

x Taurus

April 20-May 20

Live with intensity, and don’t let
anything get in the way of loving
life. If you enjoyed going up, then
have fun going down. Even losing
money shouldn’t compromise your
deep emotions.

g Cancer

Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Everyone is being extra cautious and
a bit indecisive. With the general
mood such as it is, it’s hard to find
anyone willing to get involved with
what they are skeptical of. Make it
your job to spell things out.

& =
ARE YOU GOING TO JUST STAND

THERE STARING AT ME ALL DAY Z
M

(’%fjbu;-’%'llll WWW pacaim s comythe-bom-loser

i SIT, KEWPIE! )

Uglick for UFS

2015 LIFS, Inc. Dast. by Umiversal

1- Capital of Yemen; 5- PC acronym; 10- In ranks; 14- Revenuers, for E SEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

short; 1.5— Inner §elfl(Jung); 16- Network poi.nt; 17- Franll<; 18- Fl’ertalining to thet %
el s A ittt 099 28 909 909/ 2626 3280
i ey g oy A o | Fredepartment26572222  Water Supply-Report 1990992
fom SSW: 56 Goat it & et by sectroyis, 61 Monetany i of Thaand : (Open line) 993 - Report 1000
AR o D A § | PPoke2857TTTS  Eectrioy - Report 28330922

1_. Kept for later; 2._ Current unit; 3- “You __ worry”; 4- Years in old Rome; g 28573333 28716 081
gt ggt%?jé;sét - rb:g? eto“pg:dus 1”5“5% T————— ?; Customs 28 559 944
PR Mol E S Hospial 28313731
2 o e 25 Cuot 2 26571353
gg: éﬁzzk?:at;wners;'?g? Eo@stl’qsh?;g; =7 Commission Against -
g i Cormupton (CCAC) 28326 300
6. ut he orop; 50- Charm 51 Wid: 52- 28387 333
popeere ok rnch beare S e Tourism 28 633 000
S e S s 5986958

Designer Apartment Hellene Gardens Nova City - Central Taipa Vila Bela
Macau Coloane Taipa Macau

FOR SALE

www.JMLProperty.com

849 sq ft / HKD 5.04M
HKD 5,936sq ft
Overlooking St Pauls
Ref: 14105421

1,663 sq ft./ HKD 8.8M
HKD 5,292sq ft
Car Park Included
Ref: 15055437

2,505 sq ft / HKD 19.8M
HKD 7,904sq ft

High Interior Standard
Ref: 14085412

1,978sq ft / HKD 16M
HKD 8,088sq ft

Stunning Views
Ref: 15055442

Nam Long
Taipa
Studio Apartment
Centrally Located
HKD 11,000/ 600 sq ft
Ref: 15050512

lau Lei Garden
Taipa
3 Bedrooms Apartment
Views across Taipa
HKD 15,500 / 1,100 sq ft
Ref: 1505503

One Grantai, UnitY
Taipa
3 Bedrooms Apartment
Beautiful Green Views
HKD 22,000/ 2,158 sq ft
Ref: 1505508

Houston Court, Coloane Village
Coloane
1 Bedroom Apartment
Recently Upgraded
HKD 14,400 / 800 sq ft
Ref: 1505502

FOR RENT

More info, please contact us
Info@JMLproperty.Com

(B853) 2

2699
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EVERYWHERE
STARTS FROM HERE

2014 WRANGLER

A tough, authentic legend born to Nle ﬁ‘ne trails and the open Wﬂé-ﬂ‘la 2914
Wrangler is made to make every day behind the wheel a :

* about the picture may be different from Macau specifications

Xin Kang Tai Auto Parts & Motor Sevices Limited f Find us on
Showroom: Advenida do Dr. Francisco Vieira Machado, No. 459, Edificaio Industrial Nam Fung, R/C, C-D, Macau Tel : 2871 7762 “Jeep Macau”
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Stephen Wilson, London

.S.-BASED
media giant
Discovery Com-
munications
Inc. secured the European
broadcast rights for four
Olympics through 2024
yesterday in a landmark
deal worth 1.3 billion euros
(USD1.45 billion).

The parent company of
the Discovery Channel and
Eurosport won the righ-
ts to the games of 2018,
2020, 2022 and 2024,
and also agreed to colla-
borate with the IOC on its
new year-round Olympic
Channel.

The International Olym-
pic Committee said the
deal covers all platforms,
including free television,
subscription and pay TV,
internet and mobile pho-
nes in 50 countries across
the continent.

The agreement covers
the 2018 Winter Games in
Pyeongchang, South Ko-
rea, and 2020 Olympics in
Tokyo, as well as the 2022
Winter Games and 2024
Summer Olympics. The
2022 and 2024 host cities
have not yet been selected.

The deal could leave the
BBC, which has held the
rights in Britain to every
Olympics since 1960, out
of the picture after its cur-

Midfielder
Paulinho
joins
Guangzhou
from Spurs

RAZIL midfiel-

der Paulinho has
left Tottenham to join
Chinese club Guang-
zhou Evergrande for 14
million euros (USD15.5
million), ending a frus-
trating two-year spell
at the Premier League
team.

Guangzhou said yes-
terday that Paulinho
has signed a four-year
deal. Tottenham hasn’t
confirmed the transfer.

The 26-year-old Pau-
linho joined Spurs from
Corinthians in 2013,
for 20 million euros
(then $26 million) — a
club-record transfer fee
at the time — but fai-
led to make an impact
and lost his first-team
place under Mauricio
Pochettino last season.
Guangzhou is managed
by former Brazil coach
Luiz Felipe Scolari.

AP PHOTO

Discovery secures European
Olympic TV rights through 2024

rent deal expires in 2020.
However, Discovery said
it would sub-license rights
in many countries, and the
BBC would be a likely con-
tender for that.

Discovery bought Eu-
rosport, Europe’s leading
sports network, last year
for about $345 million.
Discovery, which is based

in Silver Spring, Maryland,
is the home of channels
including Animal Planet,
TLC and OWN.

Discovery says it has an
average of 10 channels in
every market in Europe
and can deliver more cove-
rage than ever before to a
potential audience of 700
million people.

“This agreement ensures
comprehensive  covera-
ge of the Olympic Games
across Europe, including
the guarantee to provide
extensive free-to-air tele-
vision coverage in all ter-
ritories,” IOC President
Thomas Bach said.

Bach hailed the com-
pany’s commitment to
work with the IOC to de-
velop the Olympic Channel
across Europe. The chan-
nel, which was approved
by the IOC in December, is
scheduled for launch next
April, a few months before
the Olympics in Rio de Ja-
neiro.

The channel, projected to
cost $600 million to ope-
rate over the first seven
years, is designed to pro-
mote Olympic sports 365
days a year.

“This agreement ensures
that sports fans in Europe
will be able to enjoy exce-
llent coverage of the Olym-
pic Games and Olympic
sports, both during and
outside games time, on

their platform of choice,”
Bach said. The deal covers
all countries in Europe, ex-
cept for Russia.

“Today is a historic day,”
Discovery =~ Communica-
tions president and CEO
David Zaslav said. “This
new partnership is an ex-
citing win for European
sports fans as we will de-
liver record amounts of
content across platforms.”
Zaslav said Discovery will
sub-license a portion of the
rights in numerous coun-
tries across Europe.

The BBC and France
Televisions have rights
through 2020. For 2022
and 2024, they would need
to try to secure the rights
on a sub-license deal from
Discovery.

“Weunderstand and have
great respect of the Olym-
pic programming on the
BBC, French and German
TV throughout Europe,”
Zaslav said. “We expect the
BBC will have every possi-
bility to sub-license. They
can continue. It’s true of

a majority of countries in
Europe.”

The BBC said the Olym-
pics remains a priority for
the company and it will
talk to Discovery about
keeping the rights after
2020.

“It is not unprecedented
for sports rights to be sold
on a pan-territory basis
and the BBC has acquired
other sports rights via sub
-licensing deals with either
agencies or broadcasters,”
the BBC said in a state-
ment.

The Discovery deal is the
latest in a series of long-
term, multi-games broa-
dcast agreements done by
the IOC. Last year, NBC
struck a record $7.75
billion deal with the IOC
to extend its exclusive U.S.
rights through 2032. Ja-
pan, China and South Ko-
rea have signed broadcast
deals through 2024.

The IOC secured $4.1
billion in revenues from
global rights deals for the
current 2014-2016 cycle. AP

Nicky Zhu, Beijing

ONG Andong made sports his-

ory last week as the first Chine-

se player selected in the NHL draft.

To his old coach, though, he’s just

a nice kid who keeps his head and
shows the proper respect.

“(Song) was very clever, learnt
things very fast,” Fu Lei, who coa-
ched Song from 2003 to 2007,
said in an interview yesterday.
“Meanwhile, he was very nice and
polite to his coaches and teamma-
tes.”

Fu said he had no doubt Song
would go far, even though the
18-year-old who goes by the name
“Misha” started out playing on a
smaller-than-normal rink in Bei-
jing when his mother was trying to
find him a sport.

Once his talent was spotted, his
family moved to Canada and he
quickly excelled when he began
playing as a 10-year-old. Song was
a member of the varsity team at
Lawrenceville School in New Je-
rsey, and plans to attend Philips
Andover Academy in Massachuse-
tts next year as a postgraduate stu-
dent before playing college hockey.

After leaving China, Song moved
from forward to defenseman, al-
though Fu said he was a good or-
ganizer who could lead the attack
from any position.

“That was great because he stays
really calm during the match, so
thereby can fully take the advanta-
ge,” Fu said.

AP PHOTO

Former Coach recalls first
Chinese NHL draft Song Andong

Andong Song, center, of China, walks in
his new sweater after being chosen 172nd
overall by the New York Islanders during
the sixth round of the NHL hockey draft

Although relatively new to China,
ice hockey has been growing qui-
ckly, especially among the coun-
try’s expanding middle and upper
classes. Year round, youngsters in
Beijing emerge from smart new
SUVs lugging their gear at one of
the 20 rinks in the city as part of a
youth program that boasts arou-
nd 1,500 players on almost 100
teams.

The sport’s promoters are ho-
ping for another big boost if Bei-
jing wins its bid to host the 2022

Winter Olympics. The men’s
and women’s venues are already
constructed and need just slight
alternations to host international
games.

Nationwide, China has about
80 full-size rinks and another 120
smaller ones, with more being
added each month. In terms of
viewership, the Canada-Sweden
Olympic gold medal game at last
year’s Sochi Winter Games attrac-
ted 120 million viewers in China.

With that growth, the NHL is
starting to take notice. Last season,
state broadcaster CCTV showed
four live NHL games per week and
the Toronto Maple Leaves sent
staff to Shanghai and Beijing to
hold hockey camps and produce
a series of specials to run with the
league’s games in China.

Fu said he hopes China’s explosi-
ve growth will result in a professio-
nal league in the not too near dis-
tant future. If it does, it’ll be built
on the success of players such as
Song and the youngsters who look
up to them

Six-year-old Wang Haicheng, a
forward with the Beijing Hunters,
said watching the live broadcast
of Song being drafted Saturday as
the New York Islanders’ No. 172

pick had fired up his passion for
the game. “T feel glad for him. And
I hope I can play as good as Song
Andong one day,” Wang said.

Players’ parents said Song’s
embrace by the NHL would be a
huge boost for hockey in China, al-
though they said the government
provided far less support than for
other sports. Like hockey parents
everywhere, they decried the ex-
pense of equipment and training,
but said seeing their children ha-
ppy and engaged in a healthy pas-
time was well worth it.

“I think Song Andong is going to
be a huge inspiration for hockey in
China,” said Hu Bin, watching his
son Hu Aosen run through drills.
“The more attention we have, the
better the sport will grow in Chi-
na.”

At the draft, Song himself com-
mented on the progress Chinese
hockey has made.

“When 1 started playing there
weren't a lot of people playing the-
re and not much support for the
game,” said Song, whose brother
still plays in Beijing. “But last year
when I went back, it’d been like
eight years since I've seen Chinese
hockey, it’s just been tremendous
how far they’ve grown.” AP
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World views

Marc Champion

THE

SPAIN, PORTUGAL FACE HEAT WAVE

Spain and Portugal both issued weather alerts
yesterday, advising residents to take extra care
as temperatures soared above 40 C in some sou-
thern areas. The Iberian Peninsula was swelte-
ring in a heat wave brought on by a mass of hot
air flowing north from Africa to Europe in recent

41 degrees Celsius, Spanish authorities placed
the southern city on alert due to “extreme risks”
from the heat. In Portugal, a high of 37 C was
recorded in the city of Beja, while the capital,
Lisbon, sweltered in 35 C heat. Portugal’s Gene-
ral Directorate for Health recommended staying

GREEK REFERENDUM OFFER IS
MORE CON THAN DEMOCRACY

The Greek parliament has approved a refe-
rendum to decide whether to accept the latest
bailout terms offered by the country’s creditors.
It will come too late and ask the wrong question.

This is a vote that Prime Minister Alexis Tsi-
pras should have called at least a month ago - if
it were an honest effort to let the Greek people
make a democratic choice on where their future
lies, which itis not. Asiitis, the July 5 referendum
will be so rushed as to be flawed in principle,
and will come after the current bailout program
expires. Indeed, it may come after Greece has
already suffered a banking collapse.

The referendum is not, as Tsipras repeatedly
claimed during his announcement, an expression
of democracy in response to the “authoritarianism”
of the creditors. His argument that the creditors
must bend to the will of his election mandate has
been preposterous from the start: In which debtor
nation would voters not elect to have easier cre-
dit terms? And in what case has the International
Monetary Fund or any creditor been answerable
to the electorate of its client nation?

I've argued for Greece to hold a vote to clarify
what its people want. It was necessary because
Syriza lied during the campaign to get its repre-
sentatives elected in January, by offering to end
the bailout terms, keep the bailout and stay in
the euro - an option that, rightly or wrongly, was
never available. Rather than produce a clearer
mandate, though, this proposed referendum
would continue Syriza’s subterfuge.

According to a draft cabinet proposal, the
question on which Greeks would be asked to
vote in just seven days’ time would be whether
they want to accept the latest offer from the
country’s creditors. This is a complex document
that has yet to be translated into Greek and may
well be void by Wednesday. It is clear from the
language Tsipras used in describing that offer
-- “blackmail,” “humiliation,” “ultimatum” - which
way he wants the vote to go.

Again, just as during the election campaign,
Syriza officials are not mentioning what all this
would mean for Greece’s place in the euro. They
are maintaining the fiction that the question of
accepting the bailout terms is quite separate from
whether Greece defaults on its debt payments,
sees its financial sector collapse and is forced to
issue its own currency in one guise or another.

Not once in his address on the referendum did
Tsipras mention the common currency. When
the Associated Press asked Syriza cabinet mi-
nister Panagiotis Lafazanis whether the nirvana
of reconstruction and progress he described as
following from a “no” vote to the bailout would
involve leaving the euro, he said: “Itis you [the
media] who pose this dilemma.”

This is populist dishonesty. It may be that by
this point Greece would be better off defaulting
and returning to the drachma (though | doubt it).
And it may be that a majority of Greeks would
make the choice to go it alone, rather than con-
tinue a dysfunctional relationship with the na-
tion’s economic partners and creditors (althou-
gh opinion polls suggest not). But the proposed
referendum doesn'’t ask those questions.

Tsipras and his party want this vote to legitimize
their decision to default and exit the euro, most
likely after that decision has already been made,
without actually telling Greeks that this is the choi-
ce they are making. It gives further weight to my
suspicion that Syriza’s erratic negotiating behavior
for the last five months has been driven by a prefe-
rence for default and exiting the euro they could not
express, because the party had no mandate for it.

Greek voters should be told the honest truth
about what they would be deciding on July 5, if
the vote goes ahead at all after the likely chaos
of the next week: a return to the bailout terms
within the euro, or a default and a return to fiscal
sovereignty outside it. Bloomberg

days. With the temperature in Cordoba hitting

out of the sun between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Las Vegas jails strained
by billions in property
tax giveaways

Jennifer Oldham

'VEN as Nevada’s real
state values climb back
from their record plunge
duringtherecession,adecade-
old property tax cap that let
casinos save billions of dollars
has strained municipal bud-
gets to the point where petty
thieves are being released
from jail early.

In Clark County, home to
Las Vegas and 72 percent
of the state’s residents, the
tax limitation cost it USD119
million in lost revenue since
2009. That, combined with
the recession meant it had to
fire 1,500 municipal workers.
It still can’t afford to cover the
daily cost of each inmate held
in county jail.

“At a cost of something like
$120 a day - it was just killing
us,” county spokesman Erik
Pappa said. “Through discus-
sions with the local courts and
others, we've worked out a
system to get those numbers
down and the result is we're
now having to release more
nonviolent, misdemeanor of-
fenders earlier.”

Five years after the end of
the Great Recession, real es-
tate values nationwide are
rising with home sales on
pace for their best year since
2007. Yet cities, counties and
school districts aren’t reaping
a commensurate amount in
property tax revenue because
of a lag in reassessments and

Tourists take a selfie yesterday at the Wat Pho Temple in Bangkok, Thailand.
visiting the country reached more than 12.4 million between January and May this year, up 24.72 percent
year on year, the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) announced.

People cross the street next to the
Golden Gate Hotel Casino in Las Vegas

limits on real estate taxes in 41
states.

InNevada,a 2005lawallows
commercial and residential
property tax bills to increase
no more than 8 percent and 3
percent, respectively.

Companies like Wynn Re-
sorts Ltd., Aria Resort & Ca-
sino and MGM Resorts In-
ternational paid $2.5 billion
less in taxes in the last decade
then they would have without
the cap, according to county
documents. Under the sys-
tem, corporations received
66 percent of the abatements
in fiscal 2015, while residents
were given 34 percent, county
data show.

Municipalities rely on pro-
perty taxes for as much as
a quarter of their budgets
and to finance the salaries of
teachers, police officers and
firefighters. Across the U.S.
local governments employed
490,000 fewer people in May
compared with peak levels in
2008, said Lucy Dadayan, a
senior policy analyst at the
Nelson A. Rockefeller Institu-
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te of Government.

“In California, Massachuse-
tts, New Jersey, Illinois, Co-
lorado and Oregon it’s meant
the provision of less quality
services, particularly in the
area of education,” Dadayan
said, “And it translates into a
less qualified workforce and
hence puts the nation’s global
economic competitiveness in
jeopardy.”

Nevada was the country’s
fastest-growing state in the
past quarter-century, with
more than 6,000 people a
month moving in during the
2000s. That fueled a housing
boom that caused prices to
escalate, prompting the legis-
lature to enact the cap.

The property tax law didn’t
anticipate the devastating ef-
fects of the recession, in which
Nevada became the only state
where the total value of sin-
gle-family homes fell below
the amount owed on them.
Today, the assessed valuation
of Clark County real estate is
$63 billion, about half what it
was in fiscal 2009.

Corporations also suffered
during the recession, with
gambling revenue dropping
by almost 20 percent in the
late 2000s. The 2005 law
allows companies to appeal
their tax rates to the County
Board of Equalization based
on declines in property values
or income losses, said Yolan-
da King, the county’s chief fi-
nancial officer. Bloomberg
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WORLD BRIEFS

KUWAIT Authorities identify
the suicide bomber behind
an attack on a Shiite mosque
that killed 27 people as a
Saudi citizen who flew into
the Gulf nation just hours
before blowing himself up.
More on p14

EGYPT A bomb attack in a
busy, upscale Cairo suburb
targets the convoy of Egypt’s
prosecutor general, a security
official says.

EGYPT A court will issue its
final verdict on July 30 in the
re-trial of three Al-Jazeera
English journalists on
terrorism-related charges.
Judge Hassan Farid

made the announcement
yesterday after defense
lawyers wrapped up their
arguments in a case that
has captured international
attention. Canadian national
Mohammed Fahmy, who
was Al-Jazeera’s Cairo acting
bureau chief, Australian
journalist Peter Greste and
Egyptian producer Baher
Mohammed are being tried
on charges of being part of
a terrorist group and airing
falsified footage intended to
damage national security.

CHAD Residents say two
blasts went off in the capital
of Chad, killing at least

11 people, including five
police. Souleymane Brahim
said yesterday the first
explosion hit N’'Djamena
early in the morning, followed
by a second one. He said
gunfire was heard after the
explosions. Several residents
confirmed that they saw at
least 11 bodies, including five
police officers.

E e
USA The U.S. Supreme
Court has upheld the use

of a controversial drug that
has been implicated in
several botched executions.
The justices yesterday
voted 5-4 in a case from
Oklahoma that the sedative
midazolam can be used in
executions without violating
a constitutional prohibition
on cruel and unusual
punishment.

TUNISIA Seven people are
being interrogated in Tunisia’s
capital in the investigation
into a deadly beach resort
attack that killed 38 people,
according to a person

with knowledge of the
investigation. The person
close to the investigation
said that four people were
arrested yesterday — two

in the resort town of Sousse
where the attack occurred,
one in the capital Tunis, and
one in the restive city of
Kasserine. Three others were
arrested Sunday. Vore on p14



