JAPAN’S PARLIAMENT OKS

EXPANDED MILITARY ROLE
China said Japan’s approval of

§ “unprecedented” legislation to
expand its military role risked

; unsettling the region’s security
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CHINA A nearly
complete, new dinosaur
fossil has been
unearthed in China, the
first in its family to have
unusually short feathered
wings. The new species
named Zhenyuanlong
suni is a close cousin of
the dinosaur predator
Velociraptor.

AUSTRALIA Johnny
Depp’s wife, Amber
Heard, is charged

with illegally bringing
the couple’s dogs to
Australia — an incident
that captured global
attention after the
nation’s agriculture
minister angrily ordered
the pooches to get out
of the country or face
death.

PAKISTAN-INDIA India
and Pakistan trade blame
for a series of firefights
and shellings over the
past two days along their
border in the disputed
Kashmir region that

killed five civilians and i - _— ”_”m

wounded nine people. l ] VE NETIAN-
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Court orders a new trial
for a former spy chief
convicted of directing
an online campaign to
smear a main opposition
candidate in the 2012
presidential election.

IRAN’s president has

Bob Arum announces
=i 28 boxing events in

world powers — his
) ®

country may soon be

s Mainland China next

new planes for its aging

fleet, the official IRNA

news agency reported. S e aS O n
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CCAC says investigations
comply with the law

HE Commission Against

Corruption (CCAC) has
made assurances that all of
its investigations comply with
the law following reports that
Macau’s anti-graft agency had
shown interest in acquiring
cyber-surveillance software.

Emails  recently  disclo-
sed by WikiLeaks indi-
cate that the CCAC and
the Judiciary Police (PJ)
met in Macau with representa-
tives of the Italian IT company
Hacking Team (Singapore offi-
ce) for a demo of the RCS (Re-
mote Control System) techno-
logy. The system is often sold to
law enforcement and national
security agencies around the
globe, allowing them to hack
into targets’ computers and
mobile devices, and easily mo-
nitor them.

Emails exchanged between a
CCAC employee and a Hacking
Team representative in Singa-
pore show that Macau’s anti-
graft agency had shown inte-
rest in acquiring the company’s

ad

Weareina
good position
to sell as they
[CCAC] are
keen to monitor
smartphones

EMAIL

HE New Macau As-

sociation (ANM) will
be submitting a report
to UNESCO this week
claiming that the gover-
nment has failed to pro-
tect the city’s cultural
heritage against threats
triggered by urban deve-
lopment projects.

As Macau celebrates the
tenth anniversary of its
cultural heritage being
listed as UNESCO World
Heritage, the association
has criticized the gover-
nment for its “limited
representations” of the
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RCS software. They scheduled a
meeting in Macau for a softwa-
re demonstration, as revealed
yesterday by newspaper Ponto
Final.

The emails show that the
CCAC representative sugges-
ted the meeting be held at the
hotel where Hacking Team re-
presentatives would be staying;:
“Due to security concerns, we
need to conduct the demo out-
side our organization. I suggest
the demo to be held in the hotel

room you booked,” the CCAC
employee wrote.

The meeting is reported to
have taken place in October
2013 at a hotel in Taipa. In an
email sent by a security and
defense technology executive
based in Switzerland, and ad-
dressed to a representative of
Hacking Team’s Singapore Of-
fice, it is revealed that the CCAC
was interested in monitoring
smartphones.

“We are in a good position to

10 YEARS AFTER UNESCO LISTING

Report grills gov’'t over heritage neglect

sell, as they are keen to moni-
tor smartphones. But, from
our previous sale, we know
that they want to make sure
they buy equipment they fully
understand and are capable of
using,” the email reads.
Hacking Team’s promotional
material highlights its softwa-
re capabilities: “Hack into your
targets with the most advanced
infection vectors available (...)
Remote Control System: the
hacking suite for governmental

interception. Right at your fin-
gertips.”

CCAC issued a statement
yesterday stressing that its in-
vestigations fully comply with
Macau’s laws: “One of the main
duties of the CCAC is to su-
ppress and investigate crimes
of corruption and related fraud
crimes [occurring] within [the]
activities of public and private
sectors.” The anti-graft agency
added that “[The CCAC] is en-
titled to carry out enquiries and
investigations deemed neces-
sary to fulfill its goals.”

As corruption crimes evolve,
the CCAC says it needs to keep
track of technological develop-
ments “from the perspective of
detection and counter-detec-
tion.”

In a press conference held
yesterday, the New Macau As-
sociation (ANM) expressed
“great concern over the jeo-
pardy to privacy of all Macau
citizens, as we may have been
threatened by discretionary in-
trusion and surveillance from
our government.”

“My speculation is that it [the
hacking system] serves to clo-
sely monitor activists, journa-
lists and citizens. I can specu-
late that the PJ is trying to play
the role of political police,” said
Jason Chao, who is currently
a member of the association’s
board.

ANM said that it passed re-
levant materials to the Public
Prosecutions Office, deman-
ding that an investigation be
launched into the Judiciary Po-
lice’s use of spying tools along
with possible law breaches.

The emails exchanged be-
tween Hacking Team’s em-
ployees and Macau’s security
forces show no clear evidence
that the CCAC or the PJ bought
the surveillance system. Howe-
ver, an email sent by a PJ agent
asks for help to install it. CP

3
§
g
H
#
g
z

historic buildings’ pre-
servation.

ANM stressed that the
authorities have failed to
take action while the sa-
fety of the city’s cultural
heritage sites is threate-
ned by further urban de-
velopment.

“Wetold the government
to take serious steps. It is
their duty to not only pre-

serve the existence of the
heritage, but to make it
viable too, [allowing it] to
have a relationship with
the community and show
the world its value,” New
Macau’s Scott Chiang
said.

ANM recalled, for ins-
tance, the intrusion of
the new headquarters of
the Liaison Office of the

Central People’s Gover-
nment, which is located
at Guia’s foothill and
obstructs the view of the
hill’s outline.
Furthermore, members
of ANM added that Penha
Hill’s outline might be in
danger too, as higher re-
sidential structures are
planned for the new re-
claimed land Zone B.
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Tam visits Portugal to discuss

educational partnerships

LEXIS Tam is visiting
Portugal and has met
with the Portuguese Minister
of Education, Nuno Crato, to
discuss partnership projects
between Macau and Portugal,
particularly in the fields of
special needs education and
Portuguese language teaching.
During the meeting held on
Tuesday, the Secretary for So-
cial Affairs and Culture said
that Macau is lacking techni-
cians specialized in speech
and occupational therapies.

According to a statement
published by the Government
Information Bureau, Mr Crato
showed a willingness to initia-
te the cooperation project as
soon as possible, and revealed
that the recruitment process
would be coordinated by the
Ministry of Education.

During the meeting, Alexis
Tam and Nuno Crato discussed
their views on issues of mutual
interest, such as a strategy to
transform the MSAR into a
training base of Portuguese

GAMING

Alexis Tam and Nuno Crato

Mega casino in Vietnam hopes
to attract Chinese gamblers

NE of the lar-

gest real esta-
te firms in Vietnam
has announced plans
to construct a me-
ga-casino resort in
Haiphong. The re-
sort island project
will cater exclusively
to tourists visiting
Haiphong as locals
are not permitted to
gamble in casinos.
Vingroup pledged
to invest USD870
million in the casino-
resort , vowing also
to create thousands
of part-time cons-
truction jobs and

thousands of full- A beach in Haiphong, Vietnam

time jobs once the

casino-resort  goes reports, casino ope-
in Vietnam

live. The project’s rators

venues looking to at-

construction is ex-
pected to commence
this year and to be
completed in 2020.
Vingroup didn’t con-
firm if it will be the
sole investor of the
project, or whether it
will collaborate with
other financial inves-
tors in order to raise
funds for the project.

According to media

are making elabora-
te plans preparing
to accommodate
VIP gamblers from
mainland China, as
those players have
lately avoided Macau
amid president Xi
Jinping’s anti-graft
campaign.

The planned mega
casino-resort in Haip-
hong is one of the

tract these VIP gam-
blers. The project
will be constructed
on 872 hectares and
will include a 36-hole
golf course that is ex-
pected to open before
the end of 2016. The
casino-resort will also
have an amusement
park, 1,116 ecological
villas and a high-end
cable system that will
link the mainland to

Vu Yen Island.
Vingroup has taken
on a number of lar-
ge projects, inclu-
ding the Vinpearl
Luxury Da Dang, the
Vinpearl Nha Trang,
the Vinhomes Cen-
tral Park and the
Phu Quoc and Hai
Phong resorts. The
Vingroup was foun-
ded by Vietnamese
tycoon Pham Nhat
Vuong.
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language for the Asia-Pacific
region, and support for the
Portuguese School of Macau.

Mr Crato, who visited Ma-
cau in April 2014, stated that
the bilateral cooperation be-
tween Macau and Portugal is
“essential,” mentioning joint
projects currently ongoing at
the Macau Polytechnic Insti-
tute and at the University of
Macau.

Alexis Tam’s visit to Portugal
included stops at the Macau
Economic and Trade Office
in Lisbon to learn more about
the office’s daily operation,
and the Champalimaud Fou-
ndation, where he was briefed
on the foundation’s facilities,
research projects, treatment
center, cancer prevention and
diagnosis methods, laboratory
and other facilities for scienti-
fic investigation.

Mr Tam also met with the
President of the Portuguese
Association of Travel and Tou-
rism Agents to introduce the
Central Government Maritime
Silk Road initiative, in which
Macau is expected to play a
special role in tourism.

Officials who accompanied
Mr Tam in Portugal included
the Acting Director of the Ma-
cau Economic and Trade Of-
fice in Lisbon, Ms Maria Ga-
briela dos Remédios César.

Luk Fook sales drop

in Macau,

ONG Kong-based je-

weler Luk Fook Holdin-
gs has reported an 18-per-
cent year-on-year drop in
same-store sales in the first
quarter ending June 30. The
company said that the decli-
ne was due to the weak per-
formance of operations in
Hong Kong and Macau.

Luk Fook’s gem-set jewelry
dropped 18 percent during
the quarter, with branches
in Hong Kong and Macau
specifically down 19 percent.

HK

In contrast, same-store sales
in mainland China surged 23
percent.

The Luk Fook store network
had 1,397 points of sale as
of June 30, 2015, including
1,253 franchise stores.

Same-store sales is a figu-
re used to determine what
amount of sales growth is at-
tributable to new store ope-
nings, based on sales made
by stores that have been
open for longer than one
year.

AER

LUKFOOK JEWELLERY
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Architects advocate for Hotel
Estoril facade preservation

Catarina Pinto

EPRESENTA-

TIVES of the ar-

chitecture, urban

planning and he-
ritage conservation sector
advocated yesterday for the
preservation of Hotel Esto-
ril’s facade, which will be
revamped and turned into
a youth recreational and art
center.

The Cultural Affairs Bu-
reau (IC) held another brie-
fing session to discuss the
abandoned building’s fu-
ture, this time addressing
architects as well as ur-
ban planning and heritage
stakeholders.

Several architects and cul-
tural heritage association
representatives argued that
the building’s architectural
features should be preser-
ved as they have an impor-
tant story behind them.

Rui Ledo, vice-president
of the Architects Associa-
tion of Macau (AAM), said
that the edifice should be
preserved. “It’s the first
building of the modern era
of architecture (...) it’s from
a time when Macau beco-
me a bit more progressive,
allowing more people to
have access to education,
health...” he stressed.

Another member of the
AAM said that it is impor-
tant to preserve the buil-
ding’s facade, since on Tap
Seac square there sit a lot of
buildings with classical fea-
tures, while Hotel Estoril
has more modern features.

Architect Nuno Soares also
advocated for the building’s
preservation, recalling that
it was built at a time when
Macau became more inter-
national and open. “It’s not
a masterpiece but it has its
own merits. It’s represen-
tative of its time, and was
well designed,” he said. He
added that it would be a

a

Aspect of yesterda'y’s briefing session

RENATO MARQUES

Hotel Estoril’s fagade

good opportunity for Ma-
cau to handle the project
bearing in mind a sustaina-
ble approach.

Another participant at
yesterday’s briefing session
went even further to sug-
gest that not only the faca-
de should be preserved, but
also its interior features.

A representative of the
Association for Restoration
and Cultural Heritage sha-
red a similar opinion, stres-
sing, “We need to take into
account the building’s his-
toric value.” “I believe that
the hotel gathers all condi-
tions to be fully preserved,”
he added.

The representative said
that the association does
not believe it would be a
good idea to demolish the
current structure and build
a new one — which is one of
the options on the table.

Architecture and cultural
heritage stakeholders yes-
terday advised IC to also
plan adequate transporta-
tion options in advance, in
order to ease traffic conges-

tion and ensure smooth ac-
cess to the building and the
surrounding area.

Stakeholders also argued
that IC needs to plan the
building’s revamp, taking
into account surrounding
facilities. They say it needs
to be adequately integrated
within its surroundings,
and its functions should not
overlap with other venues
nearby.

Furthermore, architect
Nuno Soares and other
participants said that the
government should launch
a public tender for the de-
sign and conception of the
revamp plan.

Whether or not to pre-
serve the building’s facade
mural of a female figure
was another question dis-
cussed yesterday. Architec-
ts and other stakeholders
believe it should be preser-
ved. However, IC president
Ung Vai Meng acknowle-
dged that the bureau has
received varying opinions
on the matter. “The educa-
tion sector believes that the
mural, because if features
a naked woman figure, is
not suitable, given that the
building will be serving as a
youth recreational center,”
he recalled.

Mr Ung presented yes-
terday what the structure’s
main functions would be
after the revamp is comple-
ted. The youth recreational
and art center will feature
several facilities, namely a
performing hall, a venue for
the Conservatory, rehearsal
spaces for performing arts
groups, an indoor swim-
ming pool, and a youth in-
formation service station.

The IC president also
talked of the building’s
history. The Hotel Estoril
was built in the 1960s and
was the first hotel in which
Stanley Ho began exploring
a gaming concessionaire by
setting up a casino there.

Mr Ung reiterated that IC
will continue to hear opi-
nions from the sector and
the public regarding the re-
vamp plans for Hotel Estoril
before making a decision.
He pointed out that this is
an inter-departmental pro-
ject, and after almost 10
briefing sessions, IC will be
disclosing some of the main
opinions gathered so far on
its website, in addition to
sharing the history of the
building and its facade.

ARCHITECT MARIO
Duque believes that the his-
tory behind Hotel Estoril’s
architectural features should
be further promoted, ensur-
ing that ordinary citizens
understand its value, Radio
Macau has reported. Mr
Duque points out that Hotel
Estoril “is a modern building
valued by any contemporary
architect.” However, he ar-
gues that there’s a need to
further explain the building’s
history and the importance
of its architectural features
to the common citizen. “If
not, we would be contending
with something that does not
make much sense to most
people,” he concluded.

Tigerair partners
with MGTO

Tigerair Taiwan, a budget carrier joint
venture between Taiwan’s China Airlines and
Singapore’s Tiger Airways, said yesterday that
it has partnered with the Macau Government
Tourist Office on a two-month travel
campaign. The event began at the beginning
of this month and will run through to August
31. It aims to introduce the region to Tigerair
passengers. According to the carrier, the
highlight of the campaign is an on-board
special serving of pastel de nata, an egg tart
pastry common in Portugal. The cabins will
also be decorated with Macau-themed fittings,
and passengers holding Tigerair boarding
passes can enjoy discounted tickets for the
show “House of Dancing Water.” More
promotional events will be held later this year.

St Lazarus illegal graffiti

Db G R

After discovering cases of illegal graffiti

in buildings located in the St Lazarus
neighborhood, the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC)
issued a statement saying that it will ask the
police to find the authors of the graffiti and
request compensation from them. According
to IC, inspections will be strengthened in order
to protect Macau’s heritage sites.

Anima roundtable on
greyhound racing

The Macau Society for the Protection of
Animals (Anima) is organizing a roundtable
with animal rights activists who advocate for
the ending of greyhound racing in Macau.
The initiative will be held on July 23. Several
international associations from nine countries
and regions will gather to “discuss measures
that may be taken worldwide to put an end
to the exploitation of racing greyhounds,”
explained the president of Anima, Albano
Martins.

Ferris wheel undergoing
mechanical testing

The movie-inspired Golden Reel Ferris

Wheel that is expected to become City of
Dreams’ “iconic centerpiece attraction,” is
now undergoing mechanical testing in Macau,
according to Sina.com. The 130-meter-high

ferris wheel will be located in the middle of

the resort’s twin hotel towers, and is said to be
the first of its kind in the world and the tallest
wheel in Asia. Studio City is Melco Crown
Entertainment’s USD3.2-billion new resort,
which is currently under development in Cotai.
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Netflix delivers strong 2Q with
3.3 million more customers

Netfilx headquarters in Los Gatos, Calif.

Michael Liedtke,
Writer, San Francisco

Technology

ETFLIX’S second-

quarter  performance
followed a familiar script
of accelerating subscriber
growth that has turned the
Internet video service into a
stock market sensation.

The company added 3.3
million worldwide subscri-
bers during the three mon-
ths ending to end the period
with 65.6 million customers.
About 900,000 of the ad-
ditional subscribers were
signed up in the U.S., whe-
re Netflix Inc. now has 42.3
million customers.

The subscriber gains over-
shadowed a 63 percent drop
in Netflix’s second-quarter
earnings as the company
invested heavily in an inter-
national expansion aimed
at making its Internet video
service available throughout
the world by the end of next
year.

The subscriber increase an-
nounced Wednesday (yes-
terday, Macau time) was far
higher than Netflix’s manage-
ment projected and represen-
ted the biggest customer gains
during the second quarter sin-
ce the Los Gatos, California,
company began streaming vi-
deo over high-speed connec-
tions eight years ago.

By comparison, Netflix pi-
cked up 1.7 million subs-
cribers in last year’s second
quarter, traditionally a time

when the company has
more trouble attracting new
subscribers and retaining
existing customers because
people tend to spend more
time outside with the onset
of spring.

The stellar numbers pro-
vided another lift to Net-
flix’s stock, which already
has more than doubled this
year. Netflix shares surged
USD9.71, or 9.9 percent, to
$107.84 in extended trading.

If that run-up holds when
regular trading resumes to-
day, it will represent a new
peak for the stock. The rally
comes just a week after Net-
flix executed a seven-for-one
stock split in a move aimed
at making its shares more
affordable to a larger pool of
investors.

The second-quarter sho-
wing provided further evi-
dence of Netflix’s increasing
clout in the entertainment
industry as a steadily ex-
panding audience embraces
the concept of watching vi-
deo whenever they want on
Internet-connected devices
instead of being confined to
cable- and satellite-TV pro-
gramming set to come on at
a specific time.

“We see Internet TV rising
around the world just as the
Internet is rising around the
world,” Netflix CEO Reed
Hastings said in a Wednes-
day interview. “It’s just the la-
test industry that the Internet
is transforming.” AP

MOME TV FIRST YEAR ANNIVERSARY 020

WECHAT CAMPAIGN

In celebration of the first year
anniversary of Mome TV, Mome
is launching an O20 interactive
game platform with prizes.

From July 17th to August 7th, on
Transmac buses with Mome TV
installed, participants can link to
the MOMEplay interactive game
platform with their smartphones
via Bluetooth and WeChat “Shake”
function. By playing the game “Shout
Out Loud” and filling in the survey,
participants will have a chance to win
prizes, including cash, five star hotel

packages, tablet PCs, smartphones,
and bank gift cards etc.

“MOMEplay is a brand-new pro-
to form real time interactive commu-
nications between personal elec-
of Mome, said. “By leveraging We-

have fun with interactive games and

coupons with digitalized redemption
process.”

ject of Mome. We ultimately hope
tronic devices and TV programs,”
Joseph Chan and Joe Liu, directors
Chat, users of MOMEplay not only

win prizes, but also enjoy discount

Uber fined USD7M
for keeping info from
California regulators

BER picked up a

hefty tab Wednesday

(yesterday in Macau)

when a judge fined
the taxi-alternative’s California
subsidiary USD7.3 million for
refusing to give state regulators
information about its business
practices, including when its
drivers turn down ride requests
and how accessible vehicles are
to disabled riders.

The fine was part of a ruling
by an administrative law judge
at the California Public Utilities
Commission, the regulatory
agency that allowed Uber and
its competitors such as Lyft to
operate in the state as long as
the companies reported aspects
of their activities.

The judge agreed with utili-
ty commission staff who said
Uber’s California subsidiary,
Rasier-CA, has not filed all
required reports, specifically
about how often it provided di-
sabled-accessible vehicles, pla-
ces where drivers tend to turn
down ride requests, and the
causes of accidents.

Uber’s app allows passengers
to request a ride directly from
drivers in the area — and allows
drivers to decline the request.
The utilities commission wants
to see whether drivers are ac-
cepting fares evenly.

Attorneys for Rasier-CA had ar-
gued that the company provided
sufficient information to the com-
mission. The judge acknowledged
that the company provided some
of the contested information but
said it was not enough.

In a written statement, Uber
spokeswoman Eva Behrend

AP PHOTO

DISNEY UNVEILS DETAILED LOOK
AT SHANGHAI DISNEYLAND

On Wednesday The Walt Disney Company
unveiled key creative elements of Shanghai
Disneyland, including its six themed lands fil-
led with world- attractions and live entertain-
ment — many of them a first for a Disney park.

Disney Chairman and CEO Bob Iger re-
vealed a scale model of the theme park and
displays showcasing key highlights of attrac-
tions, entertainment, dining and hotels at a
presentation held Wednesday at the Shan-
ghai Expo Centre.

“We are building something truly special here
in Shanghai that not only showcases the best
of Disney’s storytelling but also celebrates and
incorporates China’s incredibly rich heritage
to create a one-of-a-kind destination that will
delight and entertain the people of China for
generations to come,” said Iger. “We are taking
everything we've learned from our six decades
of exceeding expectations — along with our
relentless innovation and famous creativity to
create a truly magical place that is both authen-
tically Disney and distinctly Chinese.”

A man leaves the headquarters of Uber in San Francisco

called the ruling and fine “dee-
ply disappointing” and said the
company would appeal.

“Uber has already provided
substantial amounts of data to
the California Public Utilities
Commission, information we
have provided elsewhere with
no complaints,” Behrend wro-
te, adding that submitting more
detailed information could af-
fect the privacy of passengers
and drivers.

In a written statement, the
utilities commission said Uber
was the only company of its
kind not to comply with the re-

porting requirements.

Uber has previously tuss-
led with public officials. In
Portland, Oregon, for example
it had an extended disagree-
ment with the city that led it to
suspend operations. In France,
Uber suspended its low-cost
service following an escalating
legal dispute and sometimes-
violent tensions with traditio-
nal French taxi drivers. French
authorities had ordered the ser-
vice — called UberPop — shut
down, but Uber refused, pen-
ding a legal decision at a top
French court. AP

UBER TOPS TAXI USE FOR BUSINESS

TRAVELERS, NEW REPORT SHOWS

TAXIS ARE losing business travelers to ride-hailing services like Uber, a
survey shows. In the three months ended in June, Uber overtook taxis as
the most expensed form of ground transportation, according to expense
management system provider Certify. Uber accounted for 55 percent of
ground transportation receipts compared with taxis at 43 percent.

MGM Macau is presenting a Yun-
nan Mushroom feast at Grand Impe-
rial Court in July, with seasonal fungi
flown in fresh from Yunnan, China.

China is the world’s largest pro-
ducer of edible mushrooms. Re-
nowned as the “Kingdom of Bio-
diversity”, Yunnan is home to over
600 species of wild mushrooms.
The best season for sampling the-
se mushrooms is between the end
of July and early August.

MGM’S GRAND IMPERIAL COURT
SHOWCASES FRESH WILD MUSHROOMS

Using  Yunnan  mushrooms,
Grand Imperial Court is presen-
ting dishes including the Pan
Fried Dace Fish Patty with Termite
Mushroom, Marinated Matsutake
Mushrooms with Fresh Cordycep
Flower in Scallion Oil and Wok
fried US Prime Black Pork with
Sarcodon Aspratus Mushrooms
and Eggplant in XO sauce.

The menu is available for a limited
period from July 20 to August 23.
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The rental process for tenants part 1
- Finding a property

Juliet Risdon is a Director of JVML Property and a property investor.
Having established the company in 1994, JML Property offers
Investment Property & Homes. It specializes in managing

properties for owners and investors, and providing attractive and
comfortable homes for tenants.

www.JMLProperty.com
info@JMLProperty.com

Welcome to the first in a 5 Part
series “The rental process for te-
nants”

In this series over the next 5
weeks we will cover:

- Finding a property

- Securing the apartment

- The process of moving in.

- The first week in your property
- Ongoing living and termination

Finding a great property to rent
is a major headache for anyone,
and it is especially difficult for
newcomers.

There are so many different
elements that determine what
makes a property ‘great’.
Everyone looking for a rental
property has a different set of
priorities, so the clearer you are
on what is important to you, the
easier it will be to find a great
property to rent.

The first priority for every tenant
before they go house hunting is
to make a list of what is impor-
tant and what isn’t.

For example, most people are
happy to rent a furnished apart-
ment rather than invest money
in furnishings themselves.
Again, if you don’t plan to buy a
car and prefer to rely on public
transportation, being close to an

JuLIET RisboN

area where you can catch a bus
or a taxi is a top priority.

You might need to find an apart-
ment that takes pets if you have
a cat or a dog. In Macau as well
as many cities around the world,
that one requirement instantly
eliminates more than half of all
apartments.

Deciding what is most important
can be almost impossible for
some of us, especially if there is
more than one person involved
and each has their own wants
and needs.

As difficult as it is, prioritizing
what you want in your rental
apartment will make finding one
you're satisfied with much easier.
Another effective way of finding
a great property to rent is to ask
friends and colleagues about the
places that they already live in.
Be careful with this though, they
will tend to exaggerate the good
points in order to justify living
there.

If you're looking to rent an apart-
ment in a new building, don’t be
afraid ask around to see if anyo-
ne else knows the property, the
schools and parents are a good
source of information for this.
Most people are very happy to
share their thoughts on this, and
many other subjects.

Obviously you also have Internet
and can conduct research on a
certain building or apartment
development.

Bear in mind that no matter
how respected or well managed
something is, there are always
negative views and comments
some people who just did not en-
joy their experience. It may have
as much to do with the person as
the property.

We suggest that you make a
master list of questions and prio-
rities the night before you see the
property so that you avoid sig-
ning a contract and then end up
regretting it a week later.

A Tenancy Agreement is a legal
contract, and it is not something
to be entered into lightly.

We also suggest using www.
JMLProperty.Com as a good pla-
ce to start searching of course.
Make sure you have done your
homework, and hopefully you'll
find a great property to rent in
no time

Next week we look at how you
secure the apartment you have
found, by talking about what re-
quired in fees, deposits and do-
cumentation.

(Based on a similar article origi-
nally published March 2014)

The French
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Authorities probe
detained South Africans
over terrorism activity

Amogelang Mbatha
and Christopher Spillane

HINESE authorities are
investigating at least five
South Africans detained in the
country over possible involve-
ment in a terrorist organiza-
tion, according to South Afri-
ca’s Department of Internatio-
nal Relations and Cooperation.
“No charges have been po-
sed officially at this stage but
they are being detained and
may be charged for allegedly
contravening regulation 120
of the criminal law” of China,
Nelson Kgwete, a spokesman
for the department, said by
phone yesterday. The rule
deals with anyone involved in
organizing, leading and atten-
ding a terrorist organization,
Kgwete said.

Twenty South African, Bri-
tish and Indian nationals were
held on July 10 at an airport in
Erdos, Inner Mongolia, about
700 kilometers west of Beijing.
The brother, aunt and uncle of
Shameel Joosub, the chief exe-
cutive officer of mobile-phone
company Vodacom Group Litd.,

were among the group taken
into captivity. Six of nine Bri-
tish nationals held - including
two with dual British-South
African citizenship - have been
deported, with the remainder
still in custody, a spokeswo-
man for the U.K.’s Foreign Of-
fice said on Wednesday.

“We're still waiting for news,”
Joosub said in an interview at
Johannesburg-based  Voda-
com’s annual general meeting
yesterday. “They have been ac-
cused of watching some kind of
propaganda video.”

The relationship between
South Africa and China inclu-
des South African Airways’
partnership with Air China,
while China Development
Corp. agreed to a USD2.5
billion loan to South Africa’s
state-owned rail and ports ope-
rator earlier this year.

South African Deputy Presi-
dent Cyril Ramaphosa, who is
in Beijing for talks with minis-
ters and business executives,
said in a Wednesday statement
it's best to let inter-govern-
mental departments deal with
the matter. Bloomberg

TIBET

Group: Lama’s body cremated
against family’s wishes

HINESE authorities cre-

mated the body of a Tibe-
tan lama in a prison yesterday
against the wishes of his fa-
mily, who had wanted to per-
form Buddhist funeral rites on
the body in his hometown, a
rights group said.

The New York-based Studen-
ts for a Free Tibet said Tenzin
Delek Rinpoche’s body was
cremated in a secret prison
near the one in Chengdu city
in Sichuan province where he
had been held for the last 13
years.

Local police and prison au-
thorities, contacted by phone,
said they didn’t know about
the case.

Tenzin Delek died on Sunday
while serving a life sentence
on charges of financing and
supporting a series of terrorist
bombings and secession acti-
vities. His supporters say the
charges were trumped up.

The Tibetan rights group
said around 30 Tibetans from
his immediate family and stu-
dents were allowed to see the
body before the cremation and

AP PHOTO

Exile Tibetan Buddhist monks participate in a candllit vigil to remember Tibetan

lama Tenzin Delek Rinpoche, in Dharmsala, India

perform a short prayer. They
had wanted to perform Tibe-
tan Buddhist funeral rites on
his body in Lithang, a Tibetan
area of Sichuan province in
southwest China.

Movie actor Richard Gere, a
longstanding advocate for Ti-

betan rights, called the monk
“one of the good men of the
community” at a hearing
Tuesday in Washington at
which members of the House
of Representatives demanded
Chinese authorities return the
lama’s body to his family. AP
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ACCURATE, TIMELY & COMPETITIVE
TRANSLATIONS

ENGLISH, CHINESE, PORTUGUESE,
JAPANESE, KOREAN, SPANISH,
FRENCH, ARABIC, RUSSTAN
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We bring high gquality of
medical service to Macau

B OW R P oD e

Breast Surgery : Dr. Leong lat Lun

DOr. Richard K. Lo, Dr. Zhas Yun Qiaa
Paediatric Surgery : Dr. C.K. Yeung

Dr. Leung Ping, Dr. Melody Z.Q. Zhang

Urology :

Paediatrics :

Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery : Dr. Marina U Lin Lam
Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine :

Dwr. Chrls Kwok Yiu Wong, Dr. Jin Chun,

Cardiclogy :

Dr. Adam M.K. Leang, Dr. Edmundo Patricio Lopes Lao
Gastroentero-Hepatology : Dr. Zhan De Juan

General Medicine

Anaesthesiology : Dr. Eric Siu Kei Ning, Dr, Ana Wai Han Chan

Dietitian

General Surgery : Dr. Manson Fok, Dr. Edward C.5. Lai,
Dr. Peter W.K. Lau, Dr. Nie Fu Zhong,
Dr. U Chong San, Dr. Lei Chin Chong

: Dr. Mg Kam Hong

: Joey Lai U Chan

Dr. Lam Kun Kuan
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South Korean protesters stage a raIIy to protest against Japanese parllament’s possnble approval of the controversial security legislation in front of the Japanese embassy in Seoul

Beijing says Japan defense bills

upset regional security balance

David Tweed

HINA said Japan’s appro-

val of “unprecedented” le-
gislation to expand its military
role risked unsettling the re-
gion’s security.

Japan’s lower house of par-
liament yesterday approved
legislation that would allow an
expanded role for the nation’s
military in a vote boycotted by
the opposition.

China, which along with Ko-
rea bore the brunt of Imperial
Japan’s expansion in the early
20th Century, said yesterday
that the legislation - which
would allow Japan to defend
other countries under attack
- could spur a major change
in the pacifist military stance
adopted by Tokyo after World
War II.

Abe wants to strengthen the
military’s role to counter Chi-
na’s growing presence in the
region and contribute more to
international peacekeeping ef-
forts.

“The passage of the bills was
an unprecedented move in the
post-World War II era, and
would have complex effects on
the regional security environ-
ment,” the Ministry of Natio-
nal Defense said in a statement
published by the state-run Glo-
bal Times. “We will closely wa-
tch how Japan makes its next
move.”

The vote on the security bills
threatens to further strain ties
between Japan and its nei-

ghbors, which have shown sig-
ns of improvement in recent
months. The U.S., which has
ensured Japan’s defense since
the conflict, is seeking a greater
security role for its ally as Chi-
na becomes a naval power.

Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe brought the legisla-
tion to a vote just weeks before
he’s expected to make a state-
ment to mark the 7oth anni-
versary of the war’s end. Both
China and South Korea have
called on Abe to apologize for
wartime atrocities committed
during occupation by Imperial
Japan.

Passage of the security bills
“could provide more ammu-
nition to nationalism in both
China and Japan, which could
hurt the still fragile bilateral
ties,” said Wang Xinsheng, a

Passage of
the security
bills ‘could
provide more
ammunition to
nationalism in
both China and
Japan’

WANG XINSHENG

HISTORY PROFESSOR,
PEKING UNIVERSITY

professor of history who spe-
cializes in Japan and East
Asian politics at Peking Uni-
versity. “The new bills could
also refresh neighbors’ memo-
ries of Japan’s wartime aggres-
sion and spark an arms race in
the region.”

Japan’s ties with China and
South Korea have deteriorated
as territorial disputes flared
and new leaders adopted more
assertive foreign policies.

The value of trade between
South Korea and Japan fell 6
percent in 2014 from the pre-
vious year. Japan’s trade with
China was stagnant last year
after sliding 6 percent slide in
2013.

Narushige Michishita, a pro-
fessor of security studies at the
National Graduate Institute
for Policy Studies in Tokyo,
said the legislative change was
necessary to move Japan away
from isolationism. “It’s a signi-
ficant responsible decision on
the part of Japanese leaders
to go ahead and start sharing
some more burdens,” he said.

Abe’s efforts to court his re-
gional counterparts in recent
months have appeared to bear
fruit, despite his continued
pursuit of the security legisla-
tion.

Chinese President Xi Jinping
has met Abe twice since No-
vember. Last month, Abe and
South Korean President Park
Geun Hye called for an impro-
vement in ties over the next
half-century.

“Japan’s discussions on de-
fense policy should be made
transparently, adhering to the
pacifist constitution and su-
pporting regional peace,” Yoo
Chang Ho, a spokesman for
South Korea’s foreign minis-
try, said in a press briefing yes-
terday in Seoul. “We solemnly
urge the Japanese government
to learn from history, insist
on peaceful development, and
respect the safety concerns of
all Asian countries.”

If Japan’s upper house refu-
ses to take up the security bills,
a second vote in the lower hou-
se would pass them into law.
The vote drew harsh rebuke
from China’s state-run media,
with the official Xinhua News
Agency publishing a commen-
tary saying that “a nightmare
scenario has come a step closer
for Japanese people and nei-
ghboring nations.”

The bills’ passage would “tar-
nish the reputation of a nation
that has earned international
respect for its pacifist Consti-
tution over a period of nearly
seven decades,” the commen-
tary said, citing opposition to
the legislation in Japan. “For
countries that fell victim to
Japan’s aggression, the chills
sent by the bills are even more
acute.”

Polls show that about 80
percent of Japanese find the
bills hard to swallow, and
the majority of them say they
think the legislation is un-
constitutional. Bloomberg/AP
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Chinese,
Japanese
diplomats
meet in

Beljing

HINA’S top diplomat
et yesterday with the
head of Japan’s National Se-
curity Council for talks ex-
pected to touch on a possible
summit between the leaders
of the countries later this year
in Beijing.

The meeting between Chine-
se State Councilor Yang Jiechi
and Shotaro Yachi, a career di-
plomat and a close aide to Ja-
panese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe, comes at a delicate time
for relations between the nei-
ghboring Asian powers.

The two governments are at
odds in a sovereignty dispute
over potentially resource-rich
islands in the Pacific, though
there have been some halting
steps toward easing tensions
over the past year, with at least
two brief encounters between
Abe and Chinese President Xi
Jinping.

Adding to the animosity is
what the Chinese see as Ja-
pan’s failure to sufficiently
atone for the suffering it cau-
sed during World War II, a
major theme in China as the
7oth anniversary of the end of
the war nears.

During the meeting, Yang
told Yachi that the bilateral
relationship remains complex
and sensitive and that Beijing
hopes the two countries can
learn from history and prepa-
re for the future.

“The two sides should pro-
perly handle issues on securi-
ty, history and Taiwan,” Yang
said.

Yachi commented that the
relationship has been impro-
ving and that yesterday’s mee-
ting would “play as an impor-
tant channel” between Beijing
and Tokyo.

China has invited Abe to a
military parade on Sept. 3 to
mark the Japanese surrender
in the Pacific. Abe has said
that he is considering a visit
either before or after the para-
de day. AP
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Japanese National Security Adviser
Shotaro Yachi, left, shakes hands
with Chinese State Councilor Yang
Jiechi during a meeting at the
Diaoyutai State guesthouse in Beijing



fri 17.07.2015

MYSERFE ©

Times

Mari Yamaguchi, Tokyo

HE opposition walked

out before the vote, and

thousands of protesters

took to the streets the
previous night, but none of that
stopped Japan’s lower house of
parliament from approving a
contentious set of bills yester-
day to allow a greater role for
the country’s military.

Alook at what the controversy
is about:

HOW WOULD IT CHAN-
GE JAPAN’S MILITARY
ROLE?

Japan’s military, called the
Self-Defense Forces, is restric-
ted by a post-World War II pa-
cifist constitution to defending
itself and the country. The bi-
ggest change would allow the
Self-Defense Forces to defend
allies that come under attack,
under a concept known as col-
lective self-defense — which
previous governments have
considered unconstitutional.

For example, Japan would be
able to intercept a missile flying
over Japan and headed for U.S.
territory. Currently it can shoot
down a missile only when it’s
fired at Japan. Or if an Ameri-
can warship came under atta-
ck, Japanese forces could join
the fight if the situation were
deemed an “imminent critical
threat” to Japan.

Farther afield, Japan would be
able to carry out minesweeping
in Mideast waters to protect
ships bringing oil to Japan. It
also could send reconnaissance
aircraft to patrol the South Chi-
na Sea to help monitor China’s
activity. In international pea-
cekeeping, Japan would be able
to provide logistical support for
other militaries and protect ci-
vilian workers.

All these activities could only
be carried out under certain
conditions, such as a critical
threat to Japan’s survival — an
interruption to oil shipmen-
ts could be one. Opponents of
the bills say the conditions are
overly vague, giving future go-
vernments leeway to interpret
them as they see fit.

INDONESIA

JAPAN

&A: The ruckus over Abe’s
new military legislation

AP PHOTO

Opposition lawmakers walk out after their party leaders made final speeches against

the nation’s military during a plenary session at the lower house in Tokyo

WHY ARE THE CHANGES
SO CONTROVERSIAL?

Moves to expand the mili-
tary’s role are almost always
contentious in Japan, and an
unexpected development made
this one particularly so.

At an unrelated hearing, three
constitutional experts, inclu-
ding one invited by Prime Mi-
nister Shinzo Abe’s ruling par-
ty, unanimously declared the
legislation  unconstitutional.
That grabbed the public’s atten-
tion and boosted the opposition
in what otherwise had been a

difficult-to-follow debate.

Many Japanese are wary of
any change to the country’s pa-
cifist stance, which has brought
seven decades of peace and re-
lative prosperity. Some worry
that deepening U.S.-Japan se-
curity ties will make Japan a
more likely target of anti-U.S.
extremists, and increase the
risk of becoming embroiled in
a U.S.-led conflict. Some stu-
dents even worry the legislation
could lead to a military draft
as Japan’s population shrinks
and ages.

the bills that would allow an expanded role for

Abe has said that Japan wou-
1d not send troops into battle
overseas. He and other backers
of the legislation argue that the
world has changed, and in the
face of potential threats such
as China and North Korea, Ja-
pan needs to enhance its deter-
rence to preserve its peace and
prosperity. It’s a fundamental
divide over how best to keep Ja-
pan safe for future generations.

ARE THEY CONSTITU-
TIONAL?

Most constitutional scholars
say Japan’s pacifist charter does

not allow collective self-defen-
se, though some disagree. The
legislation could face a court
challenge once it becomes law.

Abe’s Cabinet approved a
reinterpretation of the cons-
titution last year to allow col-
lective self-defense, reversing
previous interpretations.

Sota Kimura, a Tokyo Metro-
politan University constitution
professor, says allowing collec-
tive self-defense when Japan is
not under attack is tantamount
to a pre-emptive strike, which
is unconstitutional.

Many experts say that Abe
should revise the constitution
if he wants to allow self-defen-
se. Abe isn’t against revision —
it’s one of his long-term goals
— but it’s a daunting prospect,
requiring two-thirds approval
by parliament and a public
referendum. Reinterpretation
was a practical solution to mo-
ving forward quickly on his se-
curity agenda.

WHAT’S NEXT?

The legislation goes to the
upper house, which has 60
days to vote. Opposition
lawmakers will do their ut-
most to delay or scrap the le-
gislation, but even if the upper
house rejects it or fails to vote,
it will go back to the more
powerful lower house, which
can pass it with a two-thirds
majority.

Experts say the real challen-
ge will be to train and develop
the expertise and capability of
the Self-Defense Forces, whi-
ch have only experienced non-
combat missions, for possible
higher-risk missions as Abe
pushes his policy of what he
calls a proactive contribution
to peace. AP

3 airports closed due to eruptions at 2 volcanoes

RUPTIONS at two vol-

canoes yesterday caused
closures at three Indonesian
airports, including one ser-
ving the country’s second
-largest city.

Mount Raung on the main
island of Java blasted ash
and debris up to 2,000 me-
ters into the air after rum-
bling for several weeks, and
Gamalama mountain in eas-
tern Indonesia erupted yes-
terday morning after months
of quiet.

Transport Ministry spokes-

man Julius Adravida Barata
said volcanic ash spewing
from Raung blew close to the
cities of Surabaya and Ma-
lang, forcing Juanda Inter-
national and Abdurrahman
Saleh airports to close.

Surabaya, the provincial ca-
pital of East Java, is Indone-
sia’s second-largest city after
the capital Jakarta.

The ministry said Sultan
Babullah airport in Terna-
te, North Maluku’s province
capital, was closed after Ga-
malama sent volcanic ash as

high as 1,500 meters into the
sky.

The shutdown came at the
peak of the annual exodus
of millions of people to their
hometowns in the world’s
most populous Muslim na-
tion coinciding with the cele-
bration of the end of the holy
fasting month of Ramadan.

An earlier eruption of Rau-
ng last week sparked chaos
as Ngurah Rai airport in the
tourist hotspot of Bali and
four other airports in the re-
gion were shutdown, stran-

ding thousands of holiday-
goers.

Two  domestic  airpor-
ts in East Java towns of
Banyuwangi and Jember
have been closed since then.

Volcanic ash is hazardous to
jet engines and able to harm
other parts of the aircraft.

A 2010 eruption of Iceland’s
Eyjafjallajokul volcano pro-
duced an ash cloud that cau-
sed a week of international
aviation chaos, with more
than 100,000 flights cance-
led. AP
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Yuri Kageyama, Sasebo

ROM the receptionist

that does the check-in

and check-out to the

porter that’s an auto-
mated trolley taking luggage
up to the room, this hotel in
southwestern Japan, aptly cal-
led Weird Hotel, is “manned”
almost totally by robots to save
labor costs.

Hideo Sawada, who runs the
hotel as part of an amusement
park, insists using robots is not
a gimmick, but a serious effort
to utilize technology and achie-
ve efficiency.

The receptionist robot that
speaks in English is a vicious
-looking dinosaur, and the one
that speaks Japanese is a fe-
male humanoid with blinking
lashes. “If you want to check in,
push one,” the dinosaur says.
The visitor still has to punch a
button on the desk, and type in
information on a touch panel
screen.

Henn na Hotel, as it is called
in Japanese, was shown to re-
porters Wednesday, complete
with robot demonstrations,
ahead of its opening to the pu-
blic today.

Another feature of the hotel is
the use of facial recognition te-
chnology, instead of the stan-
dard electronic keys, by regis-
tering the digital image of the
guest’s face during check-in.

The reason? Robots aren’t
good at finding keys, if people
happen to lose them.

A giant robotic arm, usually
seen in manufacturing, is en-
cased in glass quarters in the
corner of the lobby. It lifts one
of the boxes stacked into the
wall and puts it out through
a space in the glass, where a
guest can place an item in it, to
use as a locker.

The arm will put the box back
into the wall, until the guest
wants it again. The system is
called “robot cloak room.”

Why a simple coin locker
won’t do isn’t the point.

“I wanted to highlight inno-
vation,” Sawada told reporters.
“I also wanted to do something
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Robots do check-in and check

out at cost-cutting hotel

-
A receptionist dinosaur robot greets a hotel employee demonstrating how to check in at the new hotel, aptly called Henn na

Hotel or Weird Hotel, in Sasebo, southwestern Japan

about hotel prices going up.”

Staying at Henn na Hotel
starts at 9,000 yen (USD80), a
bargain for Japan, where a stay
in one of the nicer hotels can
easily cost twice or three times
that much.

The concierge is a doll-like
hairless robot with voice re-
cognition that prattles break-
fast and event information. It
cannot call a cab or do other
errands.

Japan is a world leader in
robotics technology, and the
government is trumpeting ro-
botics as a pillar of its grow-

th strategy. Robots have long
been used here in manufactu-
ring. But interest is also high
in exploring the potential of
robots in human interaction,
including helping care for the
elderly.

Robotics is also key in the
decommissioning of the three
reactors in Fukushima, nor-
thern Japan, which went into
meltdowns in 2011, in the
worst nuclear catastrophe sin-
ce Chernobyl.

One area Henn na Hotel still
relies on human beings is se-
curity.

The place is dotted with se-
curity cameras, and real peo-
ple are watching everything
through a monitor to make
sure guests stay safe and no
one makes off with one of the
expensive robots.

“And they still can’t make
beds,” said Sawada, who has
also engineered the rise of a
popular affordable Japanese
travel agency.

He has big ambitions for his
robot hotel concept and wan-
ts to open another one soon
in Japan, and later abroad. He
is also eager to add other lan-

This hotel in
southwestern
Japan, aptly
called Weird
Hotel, is
‘manned’
almost totally
by robots to
save labor
costs

guages, such as Chinese and
Korean, to the robots’ vocabu-
lary.

A block-shaped robot that
was scuttling around in the lo-
bby had been brought in to do
room service, delivering beve-
rages and simple snacks. But it
wasn’t ready to do that yet.

Outdoors, Sawada also de-
monstrated a drone that flew in
to deliver a few small jars filled
with snacks. He said he wanted
to eventually have drones per-
form in shows for guests.

In the hotel’s rooms, a lamp-
size robot in the shape of a fat
pink tulip called Tuly answers
simple questions like, “What
time is it?” and “What is the
weather tomorrow?”

You can also tell it to turn the
room lights on or off. There are
no switches on the walls.

Sawada is keeping the ho-
tel half-filled for the first few
weeks to make sure nothing
goes wrong.

He also canceled at the last
minute the overnight stay
planned for media. The robots
simply weren’t ready. AP

— Children Dentistry
— Orthodontic Treatment

CONSULTATION BY APPOINTMENT:
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ICQ Oral Health Center
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ICQ dental team is a group of dental specialists with internationally recognized qualifications.
We provide all range of dental services:

— Oral examination and radiology investigation — Oral and Dental implant Surgery
— Restorative and Cosmetic Dentistry

— Endodontic Treatment
- Periodontal Treatment
— Emergency Treatment

We are committed to deliver high quality dental services with personalized care. We ensure
the highest level of infection control.
Website: www.icqoral.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/icqoral

OFFice Hour: 10:00AM-19:00PM
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TeL: (853)28373266

Rm1907, 19/F, AIA Tower, Nos. 251A-301, Avenipa CoMMERCIAL DE Macau, Macau SAR
Fax: (853)28356483

EMAIL: INFO@ICQORAL.COM
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z'arper Cleaning

New Sunshine Cleaning Services Ltd.

Call: 2683 3008
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GREECE

MPs vote through harsh
austerity package as
protests turn violent

Elena Becatoros
and Derek Gatopoulos, Athens

REECE’S troubled
left-wing government
was seeking urgent
relief from Euro-
pean lenders yesterday, after

SPACE

Riot police officers run away from fire as anti-austerity protesters throw petrol bombs dring clashes in Athens

it pushed a harsh austerity pa-
ckage through parliament, trig-
gering a revolt in the governing
party and violent demonstra-
tions in central Athens.
Finance ministers from coun-
tries using the euro currency
were planning a conference call

to consider rescue financing
for Greece, while the European
Central Bank will mull a re-
quest from Athens to increase
emergency assistance to troub-
led Greek banks that have been
closed since June 29.

The bill was the first step in

Pluto and Charon shock NASA
scientists with the unexpected

meeting requirements for ne-
gotiations to start on a despera-
tely needed third international
bailout for Greece — a three
-year 85 billion euros (USD93
billion) package — that will pre-
vent it from crashing out of Eu-
rope’s common currency.

Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras
and other eurozone leaders
reached the deal after a mara-
thon summit in Brussels last
weekend, with Tsipras saying
he had no option other than to
accept the harsh terms offered
by lenders to ensure his coun-
try’s financial system didn’t
collapse.

“We had a very specific choi-
ce: A deal we largely disagreed
with, or a chaotic default,” he
told parliament ahead of the
post-midnight vote.

The country’s lawmakers vo-
ted 229-64 to implement more
austerity measures that inclu-
de pension reforms and swee-
ping sales tax hikes. Approval
came thanks to pro-European
opposition parties who voted
in favor, and in spite of deepe-
ning dissent within Tsipras’ lef-
t-wing Syriza party.

Thirty-eight party lawmakers
defied Tsipras — nearly one-
in-four — by voting against or
abstaining. They included Tsi-
pras’ powerful energy minister,
the speaker of parliament, and
Yanis Varoufakis, the former
finance minister who headed
Greece’s bailout strategy until
his replacement 10 days ago.

“The Greek parliamentary
vote averts an immediate disor-
derly default and potential exit
from the euro area, but risks re-
mains elevated given Greece’s
weak institutions and substan-
tial political skepticism on the
bailout conditions,” the Moo-

NASA-JHUAPL-SWRI
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dy’s credit ratings agency said.

The government described the
vote as marking a “serious divi-
sion” among its lawmakers, and
indicated that dissenters in Tsi-
pras’ Cabinet would be swiftly
replaced in a reshuffle.

“Today, Parliament took the
first important step for the deal,
voting for the difficult measu-
res,” government spokesman
Gabriel Sakellaridis said.

“But the results of today’s vote
constitute a serious division in
the unity of Syriza parliamen-
tary group,” he said. “The pri-
me minister’s and the govern-
ment’s priority is the successful
conclusion of the agreement in
the immediate future.”

The vote came after more than
two weeks of capital controls,
with banks and the stock ex-
change shut since June 29 and
ATM cash withdrawals limited
to 60 euros per day.

Dangerously low on liquidi-
ty at banks and with the state
practically out of cash, Greece
desperately needs funds. It faces
a Monday deadline to repay 4.2
billion euros ($4.6 billion) to the
ECB, and is also in arrears on 2

billion euros to the IMF.
Before the austerity vote, some
12,000 demonstrators had

gathered outside parliament
in the biggest protest against
the government since Tsipras
won elections in late January.
The rally turned violent when
several hundred youths atta-
cked police, torched cars, and
smashed office displays.

Police said 37 people were de-
tained and 16 arrested over the
hour-long clashes that involved
youths hurling rocks and petrol
bombs outside parliament, and
riot police responding with tear
gas and baton charges. AP

Eric Roston

ABLE news channels

have been airing the
latest images from Pluto
all week. Twitter is filled
with #PlutoFlyby musin-
gs. Popular brands have
photoshopped themsel-
ves onto the far-away
dwarf planet to get a pie-
ce of the action.

And yet, the giddiest
and most awestruck ob-
servers may be the NASA
scientists in charge of the
mission.

“I don’t think any one
of us could have imagi-
ned that it was this kind
of a toy store,” said Alan
Stern, the mission’s prin-
cipal investigator. He
spoke at a NASA press
conference, held at Johns

Hopkins University’s
Applied Physics Labora-
tory, where the mission
team unveiled new ima-
ges and the initial insigh-
ts they provoked.

The New Horizons spa-
cecraft has sent back ini-
tial high-resolution pho-
tos of the dwarf planet
Pluto and its moon Cha-
ron. The detail they pro-
vide has already transfor-
med scientific understan-
ding of what’s happening
on the orb 3 billion miles
away.

For one, Pluto has vir-
tually no craters. Pluto
and Charon should be
pockmarked, like the
Earth’s moon. They sit at
the edge of the solar sys-
tem, near the Kuiper Belt,
which is filled with rocks,

ices, and other materials
left over from the forma-
tion of the solar system.
By contrast, a smooth
surface is one that’s been
refreshed, somewhat re-
cently, and perhaps con-
tinuously.

And that means that
Pluto is a geologically ac-
tive planet.

There are also 11,000-
foot mountains of water
-ice, another sign of in-
ternal activity. Scientists
have seen volcanism on
the moons of large gas
planets, such as Saturn
and Jupiter. That makes
more sense. The gravity
of a giant planet mashes
the little moons from the
inside out, which is why
Jupiter’s Europa and Io
show volcanic activity.

Pluto has no giant nei-
ghbor. The planet gene-
rates heat on its own, and
from these first images,
the scientists can’t say
why—possibly the pre-
sence of radioactive ele-
ments. It’'s Pluto’s first
lesson: You can have ac-
tivity on a planet that has
no giant neighbor. That
sounds arcane, but to
hear these scientists talk
about it, you’d have thou-
ght someone had given
each of them a pony.
Plutoisn’t the only story.
“Charon blew our socks
off,” says Cathy Olkin, a
team member who works
at the Southwest Resear-
ch Institute in Colora-
do. The moon offers an
amount of geologic va-
riety that surprised the

U9

team, including valleys,
cliffs, and a foreboding
reddish region at its nor-
thern pole. “Informally,
we've been referring to
that as Mordor,” Olkin
says, nodding to the land
of doom in The Lord of
the Rings trilogy.

The press -conference
wasn’t all science. The
team struck a sentimental
note when they announ-
ced that a heart-shaped

] N i}
New close-up images of a region near Pluto’s equator reveal a giant
surprise: a range of youthful mountains.

formation on Pluto, first
visible to New Horizons
from 70 million miles
away, wouldn’t be known
as Pluto’s heart anymore.
They informally renamed
it Tombaugh Reggio, af-
ter the man who disco-
vered the planet, Clyde
Tombaugh, and whose
ashes—aboard New Hori-
zons—are currently hea-
ded out of the solar sys-
tem. Bloomberg
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FRIDAY
13:00 TDM News (Repeated)
13:30  News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast
14:30 RTPiLive
18:20  The lllusionist (Repeated)
19:10 TDM Talkshow (Repeated)
19:40 Soap Opera
20:30  Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:20 Revenge S2
22:00 Publicity
22:10  The lllusionist
23:00 TDM News
23:30 Portuguese Film
01:00 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)

SATURDAY
10:45 Boonie Bears
11:35 Documentary Serie
12:00 Cooking
13:00 TDM News (Repeated)
13:30 News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast
14:30 Soap Opera
18:10  Non-Daily Portuguese News
19:00 Contest
20:00 Miscellaneous
20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:10 Drama
22:10 Comedy
23:00 TDM News
23:30 Shorts
00:20  Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)

SuNDAY
10:50  Young Children
11:10  Miscellaneous
12:00 Miscellaneous
12:30 Miscellaneous
13:00 TDM News (Repeated)
13:30  News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast
14:30 Animation
16:20  Miscellaneous
17:15  Documentary Series
17:45  Non-Daily Portuguese News
18:10 Miscellaneous
18:45 Miscellaneous
19:40 Comedy
20:30  Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:00 Non-Daily Portuguese News
22:00 World’s Busiest Maternity Ward
23:00 TDM News
23:30 Documentary Series
00:05 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)

CHINA REPRIMANDS ONLINE
COMPANIES FOR SPREAD OF SEX VIDEO

Sex may sell, but clothing retailer Uniglo is finding
the adage a bit uncomfortable after a Beijing store was
said to be the setting of a steamy online video.

Online searches for the Japanese clothing brand soa-
red this week after the viral spread of the video appa-
rently showing a young couple having sex in the fitting
room of the Chinese capital’s flagship store.

But the video also caught the attention of police and
China’s highest web regulator who are investigating
whether it was a vulgar marketing gimmick.

Uniglo has denied any involvement in the video.

The Cyberspace Administration of China on Wed-
nesday also chastised the country’s two main Internet
companies for allowing the video to go viral, and by
yesterday it was difficult to find online.

CINETEATRO
16 JuL- 22 JuL

Room 1

2.15, 4.00, 9.30 pm

7.45 pm
Director: Pierre Coffin, Kyle Balda
Language: Cantonese (Chinese/English)
Duration: 91min

ROOM 2

2.30, 4.45, 9.30 pm

715 pm
Director: Peyton Reed
Starring: Paul Rudd, Michael Douglas
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 117min

RooM 3
2.15, 6.00, 9.30 pm
7.45 pm
Director: Gil Kenan
Starring: Sam Rockwell, Rosemarie DeWitt,
Kennedi Clements
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 93min

Room 3

4.00 pm

Director: Seth MacFarlane

Starring: Mark Wahlberg, Amanda Seyfried,
Morgan Freeman

Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 115min

(18-19 JUL)

Room 3

4.00 pm

Director: Pete Docter
Language: Cantonese (Chinese)
Duration: 94min

MACAU TOWER
16 JuL - 29 JuL

2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm

Director: Peyton Reed

Starring: Paul Rudd, Michael Douglas
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 117min
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1987 Ex-GUINNESS BOSS
OWES MILLIONS

Former Guinness director Thomas Ward has been orde-
red to repay £5.2m to the brewing giants.

The High Court heard Mr Ward had acted illegally by fai-
ling to disclose a transfer of funds to Guinness’s directors
during the £2.5bn takeover of drinks company Distillers
Group last year.

In his judgement Vice Chancellor Sir Nicholas Browne
-Wilkinson said: “Mr Ward has been and is wrongfully in
possession of Guinness’s money.”

He received the cash in what the judge called a “secret
agreement” with former Guinness chairman Ernest Sau-
nders.

Thomas Ward, an American lawyer, was a key member
of the so-called Guinness War Cabinet that masterminded
the lucrative deal.

Mr Ward’s lawyers - based in London - said he would
appeal against the ruling arguing he received the money
legitimately for his “valuable services”.

In a 25-page document Sir Nicholas explained Ward’s
counter claim for payment did not impinge on Guinness’s
right to recover the £5.2m.

The judge also called for an inquiry into where the money
had gone after it was paid through a Jersey company,
Marketing and Acquisition Consultants, to Mr Ward.

Records show Mr Ward has paid $4.7m (£2.9m) in US
federal and state taxes.

He claims only £1.2m remains unspent in a London bank
account. This is to be repaid by Wednesday next week,
along with a $300,000 investment.

He owes a further £500,000 in interest and has also been
ordered to pay Guinness’s legal fees.

The ruling puts the drinks’ giants one step closer to re-
covering £25m of missing funds uncovered by auditors
last November.

After the hearing Mr Ward’s solicitors revealed their
client is already involved in legal battles with Guinness
in the US.

The company is suing Mr Ward over a £750,000 flat in
the Watergate complex in Washington, whilst he is clai-
ming unpaid fees from Guinness for his legal practice
Ward Lazarus.

Courtesy BBC News

On 23 July the judge rejected an application by Thomas Ward to
keep the £5.2m until the appeal had been heard.

The appeal was set for 10 August 1987.

In August 1990 Ernest Saunders and three others were jailed for
insider dealing over the Distillers Group takeover.

Thomas Ward’s case was not settled until February 1993 when the
High Court cleared Mr Ward of stealing the money.

At the time the Guinness trials was the most expensive ever legal
battle in the British courts, costing over £20m in total.
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OUR STARS

Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19

You need to take it easy today —
things are actually moving in the
right direction, and will continue to
do so if you can resist the temptation
to speed things up. Slow and steady
wins the race!

n Gemini

May 21-Jun. 21

You can’t just assume things will
work out today — you've got to
try your ideas and experiment to
see what works. It’s harder than it
sounds, but it is also much more
rewarding than you’d expect!

Leo

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Listen carefully — people are not
being fully forthcoming, and you
almost certainly have to read between
the lines to really understand their
meaning. Make sure you stay put
until you have all the info.

n Libra
|
Sep.23-Oct. 22

You are feeling weirder and
weirder about something big and
new — so see if you can pull back
from it to get a better perspective.
Things shouldn’t be too crazy in the
near future.

} Sagittarius

Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Stay home today — or at least leave
your credit cards somewhere safe.
You're not a target for theft, but you
are likely to make some impulsive
shopping mistakes if you let yourself
run wild!

A Aquarius
A

Jan. 20-Feb. 18

This is not a good time to fight
back against circumstances — it’s
one of those days when things just
are the way they are. You should
regroup and get ready to change
direction soon.

8 Taurus

April 20-May 20

You get a glimpse into something
much bigger and better today — so
make sure that you're ready for a
mental shift! When it happens, you
might never look back. Things get a
lot better from here!

g Cancer

Jun. 22-Jul. 22

One simple email turns into a fight
or a comedy of errors today — no
matter how clear you think you
are. If you see misunderstandings
arise, do your best to handle them
quickly.

Virgo

Aug. 23-Sept. 22

You're enjoying some great energy
today, so make sure that you spread
it around! At least one big plan of
yours needs some attention, but
your ambitions are closer than ever
to reality now.

“l" Oct. 23 - Nov. 21

Your social connections are
making life sweeter and easier
— so get out there and mix it up
some more! You should find that
one old frenemy (or angry ex) is
much easier to handle.

g Dec. 22-Jan. 19

You show off a little and instill a bit
of envy in the competition today
— and why not? You should be
able to build on today’s news, and
your accomplishments speak for
themselves.

} E Feb.19-Mar. 20

You've got someone looking out
for your best interests today
— and they are making quite a
difference! You may get out of a
jam easily or find yourself with a
golden opportunity.

Scorpio

Capricorn

Pisces

1- Narrow ledge; 5- Pitch indicator; 9- A followers; 13- Some choir
members; 14- Rudner and Moreno; 16- Put ___ on it!; 17- Dregs; 18- Teheran
native; 19- ___ me tangere; 20- Assignment; 21- Mule of song; 22- Trifle; 24- You
can’t catch fish without them!; 26- Sack start; 27- Replay feature; 29- Anything
done easily; 33- Distorts; 34- Record with a VCR; 35- Fungus used in making soy
sauce; 36- Balderdash; 37- Sign of spring; 38- Drumstick; 39- Tight; 41- Part of N.B.;
42- Manila hemp plant; 44- Mountain climber; 46- Strain; 47- Snakelike fishes; 48-
Continuously; 49- Writer; 52- Playwright Burrows; 53- Recedes; 57- Normandy city;
58- More current; 60- Sailor’s direction; 61- | smell ___!; 62- Pitchers; 63- Opinion;
64- Prefix with drama; 65- This, in Tijuana; 66- Actor Omar;

1- Latvian, e.g.; 2- Zeno of __; 3- Numbered rds.; 4- Misunderstand; 5- Monte
___; 6- Turkish money; 7- Footnote abbr;
8- Summer cooler; 9- Capital of Thailand;
10- Overfill; 11- Pickle flavoring; 12- “What
| Am” singer Brickell; 15- Nasal cavities; 23-
German pronoun; 25- Ambulance letters;
26- Delhi dough; 27- Toast; 28- Slacken;
29- Enamel; 30- Pertaining to the palm of the
hand; 31- Throw out; 32- Capital of Latvia;
33- Mlle., across the Pyrenees; 34- Long lock
of hair; 37- City in central Texas; 40- Connect
with; 42- Let go; 43- Make desolate; 45- Kan.
neighbor; 46- Very; 48- Movie critic Roger;
49- Shell game; 50- Word following child, day,
or devil-may; 51- Genuine; 52- Dumbfounds;
54- Radar screen element; 55- Page; 56-
Uses a Singer; 59- Meadow mom;

Yesterday’s solution

Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com
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MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+
4 8 1 3 8 Beijing 21 27 shower/thundershower
2 | 4 5|8 1 Harbin 16 28 clear/cloudy
| 2 5 5 2 4 Tianjin 24 29 thundershower
7 8 Urumgi 25 37 clear
a 9 T 8 Xi'an 21 31 cloudy
7 1 Lhasa 11 24 cloudy
2 7 s 4 8 3 — 1 1 Chengd‘u 22 33 cloudy/clear
8 g | 8 1 7 1 Chongqging 24 35 cloudy
8 4 1 7o 5 2 Kunming 16 25 cloudy/shower
Nanjing 23 26 moderate rain
Shanghai 24 28 overcast/drizzle
. Wuhan 21 27 drizzle/cloudy
M ed ium H ard Hangzhou 24 28 overcast/shower
6 8 3 81 Taipei 26 32 clear/drizzle
81 8 3 Guangzhou 26 33 thundershower
3 8 2 _ _ 5 Hong Kong 27 31 drizzle
17 9 6 4 8
5 2 7
7 3|2 1 5
ikt B 51 Moscow 13 22 drizzle
o4 B : 5 . Frankfurt 19 31 clear
LA Ak E Paris 19 35 clear
London 13 23 drizzle
New York 17 26 clear

SEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
999 28939939/ 2828 3283
Fire department 28 572 222 Water Supply — Report 1990 992
(Open ling) 993 - Report 1000
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity - Report 28 339 922
28573333 28716 081
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
28371333
Commission Against -
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
28387333
Tourism 28 333 000
59 888 88

Old Taipa Village Taipa
Taipa
1,000 sq ft / HKD 6.5M
HKD 6,500sq ft
Near Lady of Carmel Church
Ref: 15035434

FOR SALE

www.JMLProperty.com

Va Fu, Old Taipa Village
Taipa
1 Bedroom Apartment
Very Centrally Located

HKD 12,500 / 800 sq ft
Ref: 15050511

FOR RENT

More info, please contact us
Info@JMLproperty.Com
{853) 2835 2699 Office

Vila Bela
Macau
1,978sq ft / HKD 16M
HKD 8,088sq ft
Stunning Views
Ref: 15055442

CHUN LEONG
Taipa
Car Park Space
Car Park for Rent

HKD 1,700 /00 sq ft
Ref: 1505051

Designer Apartment
Macau
849 sq ft / HKD 5.033M
HKD 5,929sq ft
Overlooking St Pauls
Ref: 14105421

One Grantai, UnitY
Taipa
3 Bedrooms Apartment
Beautiful Green Views
HKD 22,000/ 2,158 sq ft
Ref: 1505508

Hellene Gardens
Coloane
1,663 sq ft./ HKD 8.8M
HKD 5,292sq ft
Car Park Included
Ref: 15055437

5
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property
Jnl @m

Retail Spaces in Mong Ha
Macau
Retail Shops
Use as Restaurant etc
HKD 200,000/ 9,539 sq ft
Ref: 15020472
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HINESE boxing figh-

ter Yang Lian Hui has
pledged to take home

the vacant Internatio-

nal Boxing Federation junior
welterweight world title in a
showdown at the Venetian Ma-
cao against his undefeated Ar-
gentinian rival Cesar “El Dis-
tinto” Cuenca tomorrow night.
During a pre-fight press
conference yesterday, Yang,
also known as IK Yang, de-
clared proudly that his hope
of winning the world title as
the country’s second profes-
sional boxer would surely be-
come a reality. “I'm so sure
that I can tell you all, T will
keep the gold belt in China,”
said the 30-year-old fighter.
Following the March bout
at the same locale where he
defeated Thailand’s Patom-
suk Pathompothong with a
sixth-round TKO, Yang (18-
0, 13 KOs) became the No. 2
contender with an unbeaten
record, putting him in line
to fight against the undefea-
ted No. 1 contender, Cuenca
(46-0, 2 KOs), in the world
championship fight. He said,
“After several months of ef-
fort, I will enjoy my own time
tomorrow, in my own show.”
Determined to return to Los
Angeles with a world title,
Yang believes that his effor-
ts over the past three months
will easily make the goal a

#¥iciprpAlTheVenetian
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BOXING | VICTORY AT THE VENETIAN

IK Yang vows to take down
Cuenca for first world title

\ BENASB
LIDRY AT THE ||

=2 1

reality, despite his opponent
being only three victories
away from Rocky Marciano’s

#TicterykTha¥eneiian
§ TRy Tl

all-time record. “This is how
I see it: to train the simplest
is best, and this is my trump,”
said Lian Hui. “A warrior
who goes to the battlefield
unconfident should be told

\

Australian and former hea-
vyweight known for lasting
five rounds against the great
Lennox Lewis, will be there
to offer advice. Furthermo-
re, he dismissed Cuenca’s

47 fights” proved his inabili-
ty to even “break an egg.”

In response to the must-win
remarks, the 34-year-old
Argentinian boxer counte-
red: “I believe he’s supposed
to say that after the fight. I
wanna count all the mistakes
he’ll make.” He added that
the training he has been un-
dertaking has been power-
and speed-oriented, which
he believes could overwhelm
Yang.

Some Chinese netizens have
been speculating over whe-
ther the confident Chinese
boxer would upgrade himself
into a higher weight division
if he won the championship,
allowing him to match up
against other world-famous
fighters. However, Yang
expressed his satisfaction
with his current weight and
downplayed the possibility. “I
don’t consider or plan on this.
I just focus on what comes
into my eyesight. Regarding
the future contests or tomor-
row’s challenges, I would just
solve them one by one without
giving too much thought,” he

this: to survive, you’ve got to
be confident.”

He added: “Basically the
training is much the same,
but more compact and in-
tensified [in preparation] for
Saturday’s fight.”

Hall of Fame trainer Fre-
ddie Roach will not be in
Yang’s corner tomorrow due
to personal health issues.
Instead, Justin Fortune, an

threat, saying that “2 KOs in  said. Staff reporter

ROACH’S ABSENCE

YANG’S TRAINER, Freddie Roach, also employed by Zou Shiming,
suffers from Parkinson’s disease, and has long-standing issues with
his back that requires surgery. His absence from tomorrow’s fight is
due to his surgeon’s advice that rigorous long-haul flying would cause
harm to his back. Yang Lian Hui pleged yesterday that he will win in
honour of his absent Hall of Fame coach.
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HINA’S two-time

Olympic gold medalist
Zou Shiming’s defeat in
the International Boxing
Federation (IBF) world
championship fight, held
in March, barely discoura-
ged him from realizing his
world title dream. At the
moment, Zou is proacti-
vely preparing himself for
a comeback this the upco-
ming November.

During a telephone in-
terview with the Times,
Zou revealed that his
first attempt at a world
title, also his very first
defeat since becoming a
pro player, was merely a
lesson to learn. Through
this lesson, China’s gol-
den boy has managed to
identify his underlying
shortcomings and thus
sharpen his edges for a
better fight later on.

“I have been constantly
maintaining my physical

China’s fg
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sleeves

strength after the challen-
ge in March, where al-
though I didn’t succeed,
I have accumulated some
experience. After such
a mental and technical
‘baptism,” I will be bet-
ter prepared for the next
one,” said Zou, adding
that details on his year-
end bout were yet to be
confirmed.

Months after the session
with his Thai rival Amnat
Ruenroeng, the 34-year-
old viewed the fight as an
opportunity, more than
anything else, which cou-
1d only be conducive to
his fast-thriving career.

“There’s no definite win

or loss in a [boxing] con-
test. Though I have barely
experienced loss since I
became a professional
boxer, surely we have all
gone through losses to
get where we are now,”
said Zou. “We have never
been let down by failu-
res. We can win it back.
As a Chinese man from a
giant country, I have our
nation’s spirit. Moreover,
there will be more oppor-
tunities, as this bout isn’t
the very last one.”
Despite being the center
of attention for millions
of mainland boxing af-
fictionados who applau-
ded him during his past

winning streak, Zou said
he carried no pressure on
his shoulders after Mar-
ch’s disappointing result:
“What was more impor-
tant was that everybody
was witnessing his efforts
and growth.”

He stated: “No pressu-
re at all. There’d be more
stress if you were winning
the whole time. In con-
trast, after you lose you
can identify your flaws
and further plan for the
next one.”

Inquired as to what he
has learnt from the pre-
vious fight, Zou stressed
that the experience he
acquired from his last

olden boy rolls up his
r comeback at year-end

encounter “was pretty
vast, such as what strate-
gies should be employed
on what occasions of the
bout, because I didn’t
fully execute them due
to some injuries at the
time.”

It was reported earlier
that the Chinese profes-
sional boxer would be
appearing in tomorrow’s
fight at the Venetian Ma-
cao, where his fellow fi-
ghter Yang Lian Hui, also
from Top Rank, would
vie for the IBF junior
welterweight world title.
Nevertheless, some other
opportunities that arose
caused Zou to change his

mind, with the star choo-
sing to rest while promo-
ting boxing through some
mainland programs.

“I've been fighting for
a long time and this has
more or less caused me
some injuries and they
take time to heal. Therefo-
re we're preparing oursel-
ves for November, and be-
fore that time is the period
for us to rest,” said Zou.

Outside the ring or
training grounds, the
Chinese professional box-
er might hardly have
time to rest due to his ti-
ght schedule. Yet he will
still spare a great deal of
time for strengthening
training. “At the moment,
the training is to keep
me acquainted with the
skills and strategies that
will ensure that I can get
into the groove as fast as
possible when I get in the
ring.” Staff reporter
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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH BOB ARUM

Top Rank to promote 28
boxing events in mainland
China next season

Paulo Coutinho

OB Arum, the legendary pro-

moter’s efforts in Macau and
China, together with Sands Chi-
na, were successful in bringing
professional boxing, the “noble”
fight, to this part of the world.
In an interview this week with
the Times, Mr Arum, 83, told us
that his firm, Top Rank, is going
to stage 28 boxing events in 14
mainland cities in the coming
season, starting in September.
Moreover, he said, there are se-
veral “good Chinese fighters in
the pipeline.”

For the territory, Mr Arum be-
lieves that “it’s very important
that Macau brings in boxing and
presents boxing in a superior
way because I think it shows that
[the casinos] are bringing events
to the public, which attract in-
ternational attention and that’s
something that the [local] gover-
nment wants.”

For Bob Arum, top boxing is a
smart choice, because “you’re
not going to get a major Ameri-
can football game [...] or a pro-
fessional basketball game here.
You know, other than exhibition
games. But you can get the best
of boxing here and make Macau
a place where people want to
come for the best available enter-
tainment and that’s very impor-
tant. It’s very important that the-
se [operations] that make a lot of
money from casino revenue, give
back some of the money by put-
ting on events that attract worl-
dwide attention.” At this stage,
he’s engaged in talks with Las
Vegas Sands and Sands China in
order to decide about the future
of the partnership.

Mr Arum also talks about Manny
Pacquiao’s “farewell fight in the
Philippines” and says that everybo-
dy in the world of boxing should be
thinking about “one thing and one
thing only:” the rematch of the “fi-
ght of the century.”

Our chat with the lawyer-
turned-boxing promoter, who
counts names such as Cassius
Clay under his career belt, started
with his take on tomorrow’s event
at the Venetian’s Cotai Arena.

MDT - How do you see the
event we are having this
weekend at the Cotai Arena,
namely the title fight?

Arum - I think [the Chinese fi-
ghter] Yang Lian Hui could be - if
he is victorious - extraordinarily
valuable to the sport in China
because he is what we call a ‘cha-
racter’. He’s like a comedian; he’s
not the greatest technical boxer

dd

Everything is
small when

it compares

to China|...]
we’ll probably
have 25 million
viewers [for
tomorrow’s
event]

in the world, but he’s a tremen-
dous puncher. And he’s fun and a
guy like that appeals, will appeal,
to the Chinese masses.

MDT - You think more than
Zou Shiming?

Arum - More than Zou even,
yes. Zou is more traditional.

MDT - How’s Zou doing?

Arum - He’s doing okay, but
he’s so busy with his theatrical
career and his endorsements, I
mean he’s like a big, big star, but
he’s going to fight in November.
[...] But Yang, every time I see
him, I start laughing, you know.
But he’s got it and he’s fighting
an Argentine guy who doesn’t
have a big punch, but has what?
Forty-something fights that
he’s won. Without a defeat, you
know, that’s pretty good and
these [other] Argentine guys
that he’s been fighting are pretty
good, so it’s going to be tough,
but all the people tell me that
Yang has trained unbelievably.
So we’re hoping that he can win.
Tt will be great for boxing in Chi-

na. [For] President Xi Jinping
that’s one of his favourite guys,
Yang. We have a lot of other Chi-
nese fighters now in the pipeline.
This coming season, which starts
in September, we're going to do
28 events on the mainland [...] I
think, in about 14 cities.

MDT - Apparently, your
efforts to promote boxing
in Macau and China, are
working.

Arum - Really, really working.
I'm very excited. How do we
know they’re working? We look
at how many people are wa-
tching, and the ratings have
been extraordinary and even the
weekly show that we have - the
magazine show - we’re getting
very good ratings. That weekly
show was sponsored by the Ve-
netian and now we have a spon-
sor from China for it.

MDT - The fight is going
to be broadcasted to the US
and China, right?

Arum - The US, China, Phili-
ppines, Mexico, Argentina. Yes, a
lot of places.

MDT - What kind of viewer-
ship are we talking about?

Arum - Everything is small
when it compares to China. See,
I think that in the United Sta-
tes, we'll probably have maybe
a million, a million and a half
viewers. In China, we’ll probably
have 25 million viewers.

MDT - Well, definitely,
when the likes of Manny
Pacquiao fought here at the
Cotai Arena, Macau was the
capital of boxing. Do you
think you can bring him
back? There are talks about

Dubai for the next fight...

Arum - Well, yes. You have to
understand, because of the eco-
nomics, when we do a Pacquiao
fight in Macau, rather than in
the United States, the pay-per-
view revenue goes down because
you've got to be where the income
is. So the Venetian made up the
difference and it cost them consi-
derable money [to put on] both of
the Pacquiao fights. Things aren’t
the same as they used to be, you
know, with the [decline in] reve-
nues. They’re doing well, but not
‘crazy well’ like they did before. So
in order for them to do a Pacquiao
fight, it requires the cooperation
of all of the properties. The diffe-
rence in Macau, from Las Vegas
and places like that, is that when
an event happens in Las Vegas, all
of the properties buy tickets and
support the event.

MDT - Does that mean that
Dubai may stage Pacquiao’s
next fight?

Arum - I don’t know. Right
now he’s in Indonesia. He visited
that woman that was sentenced
to death [Mary Jane Veloso] and
he’s trying to get the [Indone-
sian] President to release her.
He’s going to the United States,
he’ll arrive Saturday [tomorrow]
there. The doctor will look at his
shoulder, will evaluate, give him
rehab and then we'll figure out
when he’s going to fight.

MDT - So you still don’t
know when he will be ready?

Arum - I don’t want to make a
judgement until I have a medical
report.

MDT - But for sure, next
year?
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If everybody
were smart,
that’s all
they should
be thinking
about now:
the rematch
[Pacquiao/
Mayweather]

Arum - Definitely, next year.
We will rush it too much if we
make it this year.

MDT - Floyd Mayweather
was stripped of his wel-
terweight champion title.
And now Timothy Bradley
is the interim champ. Is he
a possible opponent for Pa-
cquiao?

Arum - It’s possible, but they've
fought twice before so there
are other opponents that were
looking at. Maybe Crawford.

MDT - Terence Crawford,
your new star?

Arum - Terence Crawford, yes.
Well, he’s going to fight in Oc-
tober and we'll see, but Terence
is a hot, hot fighter in the United
States.

MDT - Could it be the last
fight of Pacquaio’s career?

Arum - Yes. Pacquiao is going
to probably fight once more, ear-
ly next year and then will have,
another, last fight, in the Phili-
ppines. A farewell fight because
I think he’s going to run for the
Senate in the Philippines and
then he'll be in the Senate for six
years and I think he wants to run
for President in 2022.

MDT - And a possible re-
match of the ‘Fight of the
Century’?

Arum - If everybody were
smart, that’s all they should be
thinking about now: the rema-
tch. The money that was made
in that fight, nobody’s ever seen
anything like it, I mean, crazy,
crazy [money]. Every week, I get
millions and millions of dollars,
you know, for Pacquiao’s share
and mine, but I mean, we’ll see
what Mayweather’s going to do.

MDT - Mayweather broke
records, he’s undefeated.
He made all this money. But
some people don’t see him
as such a phenomenon as
Cassius Clay, Frasier and
the likes...

Arum - No, because he wasn’t
that enjoyable to watch. He
marketed himself very, very well
and he’s a very good fighter, but
he’s not a pleasing fighter.

MDT - Pacquiao is more
fun?
Arum - More fun.
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It’s easy to blame massification of tertiary edu-
cation for the fact that educators have now to con-
sider maintaining discipline in the classroom. In
the past, with engaged, clever students, a lecturer
need not have great teaching skills. Teaching was
something scholars did on the side, and it was
called lecturing. They would be able to throw the
content out to a class of hundreds without consi-
deration for form, delivery or designing classroom
activity to engage students or maintain discipline.
Those students already had highly honed learning
skills, were generally interested in what they were
doing and could learn something from even the
most stultifying of lecturers. The students were
aware it was competitive to even get a place in
an institution; it was a privilege and they knew if
they didn’t pass muster, they wouldn’t get through
and out they’d go with their place readily taken up
by someone more deserving. “High risk” students
were not detected early in a process of rounds
and rounds of formative assessment throughout a
semester. Responsibility for learning and meeting
requirements were put squarely on the students’
shoulders.

For scholars who themselves believe such edu-
cation is a privilege, it often takes a long process
of shock, denial and anger before they begrud-
gingly accept that universities look more like high
schools than elite institutions of higher learning.
Many academics resent having to spend an inor-
dinate percentage of their time devising incenti-
ves and class plans to ensure students turn up,
participate and submit assignments when that
time could be better spent diving into that gor-
geous world of academic discourse.

In response to a seminar in Singapore on e-lear-
ning games used to engage students in universi-
ties, a mainland Chinese early-career academic
piped up with questions to the presenter, “Why
do we have to entertain our students? Why do we
have to make it fun? Isn’t learning enough of a
reward?” That’s the problem with academic staff;
they’re usually pretty enthusiastic about learning.
They are curious — we have no cure for that. To
this young academic, using games demeaned the
learning and her own role in the process.

Few tertiary academics are taught how to tea-
ch: it is no coincidence they are called lecturers
for they were never expected to be teachers and
so many of us balk at the teacher label. But so-
mewhere along the line and without our consent,
the requirements of our profession changed. Of-
ten academic staff are the least knowledgeable
about classroom strategies. Teaching is not an
easy gig. It is a profession unto itself but for some
reason tertiary institutions have taken it for gran-
ted that academic staff can pick up those skills to
get the best from today’s all-so-easily distracted
student.

Lecturing to business students tends to make
life a little easier. Most business and management

students have a goal to be managers one day,
or that's what they say. So when students arrive IF THEY DON'T LIMIT ‘%
late to class without apologising, interrupt others, gggm&ifﬁsﬂ m
sleep at their desks, talk on social networks or TRAFFIC PROBLEM!I... E_g

slurp noodles, it is easy to question their raison
d’étre. | put to my students a question a brilliant
manager-mentor asked of me decades ago when
I turned up to work with a formidable infection the
third day running: “If you can’t manage yourself,
how do you expect to be able to manage others?”
From that point on it is about coaching students
in self-discipline and impression management:
getting them job ready.

Fewer university students are now motivated
by acquisition of pure knowledge — in any case,
knowledge is not so rare these days, not as valua-
ble a currency. Part of an academic’s job, the
challenge, is to determine what the drivers are
and then to make that connection in the minds of
students between daily student activity and their
ultimate goals. Find those incentives, reinforce
that connection frequently, and classroom mana-
gement becomes a little easier.

MGM to build USD100M
venue to lure artists to Vegas

GM Resorts Interna-

tional plans to build a
USD100 million, 5,300-seat
theater at its Monte Carlo ca-
sino-hotel to attract top mu-
sicians for weeks at a time.

The project will be built
next to a larger, 20,000-seat
arena now under construc-
tion.

MGM also plans to
overhaul and likely rename
the Monte Carlo, its least re-
cognizable property on the
Las Vegas Strip.

The company already of-
fers boxing matches, spor-
ting events, Cirque du Soleil
shows and concerts at multi-
ple venues in Las Vegas.

But it hasn’t been able to
attract artists to anchor a
lengthier series of perfor-

mances because its existing
venues are either too small
or too large, MGM Resorts
president Bill Hornbuckle
said.

“You need that kind of sca-
le,” he said. “You've seen it at
Caesars clearly.”

The MGM theater is expec-
ted to be about 1,000 seats
larger than The Colosseum
at Caesars Palace, which has
featured artists such as Ce-
line Dione and Elton John.
Mariah Carey is currently
performing,.

Hornbuckle said he hopes
to offer shows by an artist
over a weekend or two in
the larger arena, followed
by a longer stay, perhaps
10 weekends, in the smaller
theater with the possibili-

ty of having the production
tour MGM’s other proper-
ties in Maryland and Macau.

The smaller theater wou-
1d be part of the company’s
outdoor entertainment de-
velopment known as the
Park and located between
the New York-New York and
Monte Carlo casinos.

The theater is expected
to open by the end of 2016,
months after MGM’s larger
arena debuts. Clark County
commissioners are expected
to review the newest propo-
sed venue by early August.

The outdoor development,
with its planned retail, arena
and theater projects adja-
cent to MGM’s hotels, re-
sembles AEG’s L.A. Live in
Los Angeles, where Hornbu-
ckle said he got the idea for
where to locate the 5,300-
seat theater.

AEG has been a partner
with MGM in building its
arena. AEG also books artis-
ts at The Colosseum.

The new theater bumps the
Blue Man Group from Mon-
te Carlo’s 1,200-seat theater,
which is set for demolition,
to the Luxor’s 800-seat ve-
nue, where the performers
got their Las Vegas start.

Blue Man Group got a
contract extension through
2025 with the move. The
dance troupe Jabbawockeez
will shift from the Luxor to
perform at the MGM Grand,
where it opened. AP
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CAMBODIA’s prime
minister added his voice
yesterday to growing
outrage over a drunken
tycoon who was captured
on video viciously
attacking a female TV star,
calling the man’s actions
intolerable and warning
that his riches will not
help him escape justice.
“Don’t think that because
you have money you can
escape,” Hun Sen said

in comments directed at
property tycoon Sok Bun,
who is believed to have
fled the country. “What you
have done is intolerable.”

USA George H.W. Bush,
the oldest living former
U.S. president, fell at

his summer home on
Wednesday and broke a
bone in his neck but was
doing OK, a spokesman
said. Bush, 91, was
hospitalized in stable
condition and was doing
“fine” after Wednesday’s
fall, spokesman Jim
McGrath said. McGrath
tweeted that the 41st
president would be in a
neck brace.

USA Barack Obama is

set to become the first
sitting U.S. President to
visit the inside of a federal
prison as part of a push
to change the country’s
justice system. Obama will
meet separately with law
enforcement officials and
nonviolent drug offenders
who are paying their debt
to society at a medium-
security prison for male
offenders in the state of
Oklahoma.



