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Gov’t partners with WHO to 
create Chinese Medicine center 

SRI LANKA With election 
results still incomplete, 
Sri Lanka’s prime minister 
Ranil Wickremesinghe 
declares victory over 
the country’s former 
strongman Mahinda 
Rajapaksa, who was 
seeking a political 
comeback eight 
months after losing 
the presidency. After 
earlier reports that he 
had conceded defeat, 
Rajapaksa said in a 
tweet that he would wait 
until the official results 
are out before making a 
statement.

BANGLADESH Authorities 
say they have arrested 
three men, including a 
British citizen, for alleged 
involvement in the murders 
of two secular bloggers. 
Maj. Maksudul Alam, 
a spokesman for the 
country’s Rapid Action 
Battalion, said one of the 
arrested men, Touhidur 
Rahman — a British citizen 
of Bangladeshi origin — 
was the mastermind and 
financier of the attacks on 
bloggers Avijit Roy and 
Ananta Bijoy Das, who 
were killed earlier this year.

More on  backpage

gaming: august blues no survivors in indonesia 
plane crashA VIP room at Hotel Lisboa is 

shut down, involving 21 job cuts. 
Meanwhile, Citigroup trimmed its 
August gaming revenue forecast 
to MOP18.5 billion

Rescue workers yesterday 
reached the crash site where they 
found a grisly scene of bodies, 
debris and the black boxes
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Macau issues travel alert for 
Thailand, tours cancelled  P3,13
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supplementary cooperation contract 
signed with mainland healthcare authority

Alexis TAm has inked a coop-
eration agreement with Professor 
Wang Guoqiang, commissioner of 
the State Administration of Tradi-
tional Chinese Medicine, regulat-
ing the training of practitioners, 

strengthening management and 
related regulations in the realm of 
Chinese medication. The pact, the 
second of its kind, seeks to supple-
ment the first agreement, which 
was signed in 2008.

 
Macau citizens’ 
demand 
for Chinese 
Medicine has 
been on the 
rise

Alexis TAm
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The local government un-
veiled a cooperation cen-

ter for traditional medicine 
yesterday, established in con-
junction with the World Heal-
th Organization (WHO). This 
further forges a monumental 
partnership with the leading 
health authority to bring Chi-
nese medication to a higher 
status in the world of interna-
tional healthcare.

Dr. Margaret Chan, WHO di-
rector-general, recognized in 
her address the irreplaceable 
status of traditional medicine 
in modern medical use, which 
she stressed, should be “care-
fully regulated and integrated 
into the practice of modern 
medication.”

“Traditional medicine has 
much to offer, especially as a 
contribution to primary health 
care and universal coverage, 

HeALTH

WHO cooperation center unveiled after 
years of local efforts in Chinese Medicine

and most especially at a time 
when chronic non-communi-
cable diseases have overtaken 
infectious diseases as the wor-
ld’s biggest killer,” she said.

She continued: “Clearly, to 
move into mainstream medi-
cine on equally as trusted foo-
ting [as modern medicines], 
traditional medicines need a 
stronger evidence base. The 
need for stronger regulatory 
control extends from the pro-
ducts themselves, through the 
practitioners and practices, to 
those selling the products.”

As the 68-year-old head of 
the WHO disclosed, roughly 
20 percent of member states 
have developed a well-func-
tioning regulatory body for 
herbal treatments, and about 
50 percent had established a 
“variable regulatory capacity”. 
Thirty percent of the healthca-
re agency’s members had no, 
or a merely limited, regulatory 
body in their territories.

Therefore, official regulation 
is urgently needed around the 
globe to ensure the quality 
and safety of herbal medici-
nes, which are widely adopted 
in developing countries given 
their affordability and accessi-
bility over their modern coun-
terparts, Chan indicated.

Rather than comparing the 
distinctions between traditio-
nal and modern medication, 

she also advised that authori-
ties should combine their me-
rits into an inter-complemen-
tary approach to tackle health 
challenges that are overwhel-
ming the current world. 

Between 1999 and 2012, the 
number of WHO nations that 
had already introduced na-
tional policies on traditional 
medicine climbed from 25 to 
69. Meanwhile a total of 73 of 
its members developed natio-
nal research institutes on the 
application of medication, up 
from 19 at the beginning of 
that period.

“We need to modernize this 
rich resource and cultural he-
ritage, and put it in its proper 
place in today’s world,” stres-
sed Chan in response to oc-
casional hostility against less 
regulated herbal medicines. 
Alexis Tam, Secretary for So-
cial Affairs and Culture, spoke 
with medical professionals 
and experts from abroad in a 
forum on the heels of the cen-
ter’s inauguration ceremony. 
The secretary said that the 
government has been proac-
tively following the WHO 
Traditional Medicine Strate-
gy 2014-2023, which was an-
nounced by the international 
healthcare body two years ago 
in the region. The initiative 
urged different WHO mem-
bers to formulate policies for 

the application of traditional 
medicine for public health.

Additionally, Tam pointed 
out the extensive acceptan-
ce of traditional medication 
among locals in the 2014 fi-
gures, saying that “the Macau 
citizens’ demand for Chinese 
medicines has been on the rise 
and they have an increasingly 
vital role to play in the local 
hygienic and healthcare sys-
tem.” 

According to Tam, 1.17 million 
out of the 4.14 million medical 
services that locals sought in 
that year involved the use of 
traditional medicines, amoun-
ting to 28 percent of all of those 
seeking medical services.

“[A reason] why the WHO 
would allow a collaborating 
center in Macau is because we 
are indeed doing well in prac-
ticing traditional medication, 
and we have resources as well,” 
Tam told journalists during a 

break in proceedings, adding 
that “it wasn’t easy to be gran-
ted such an establishment.”

However, it was suggested 
that some locals still pre-
fer medical treatment on the 
mainland over local services. 
Tam believed that their prefe-
rences were due to their “per-
sonal habits” and had nothing 
to do with the availability and 
capability of local traditional 
practitioners.

The principal objective of the 
center at the moment is to of-
fer training for professionals 
and practitioners in the field 
of Chinese medicine applica-
tion. More than 300 officials 
and scholars from 27 countries 
witnessed yesterday’s inagura-
tion and shared their insights 
in the forum that concluded at 
around 7:00 p.m. Workshops 
on clinical research into medi-
cal applications will continue 
until Friday. Staff reporter



wed 19.08.2015

3
 

th Anniversary

 

ap
 p

h
ot

o

 

3MACAU澳聞

Brook Yang

The Tourism Crisis 
Management Office 
(GGCT) stated yes-
terday that no Ma-

cau residents were found on 
Thai hospitals’ casualty lists 
following the bomb attack 
on Monday evening in Ban-
gkok. As of yesterday eve-
ning, the Office had received 
a total of 91 inquiries, inclu-
ding two requests for help in 
arranging an early return to 
Macau.

The Substitute Chief Exe-
cutive Wong Sio Chak – the 
Secretary for Security – is-
sued a statement yesterday 
expressing the MSAR go-
vernment’s “great concern” 
over the deadly incident.

After conveying sadness 
over the incident and voi-
cing deep condolences to 

SSM still assessing 
new Hepatitis C 
drug
The Health Bureau (SSM) is still 
assessing the use of a new drug 
intended to treat Hepatitis C 
patients, according to the Secretary 
for Social Affairs and Culture, 
Alexis Tam. Sofosbuvir, a new and 
effective – yet costly – drug, has 
become available on the market 
and has been listed in Macau. 
However, it has not yet been used 
to treat patients here. Sufferers 
have been waiting to be treated with 
the new drug, which according to 
the World Health Organization is 
particularly recommended to those 
who cannot access other treatments 
after developing cirrhosis, one 
of Hepatitis C’s most commonly 
related diseases. SSM said in July 
that the use of Sofosbuvir was under 
assessment in order to evaluate 
results and possible side effects. 

Millions from 
scammers remitted 
to Macau
HKSAR police have discovered that 
some of the HKD126 million that 
Hongkongers lost to cross-border 
phone scammers last month has 
been remitted to Malaysia, Taiwan 
and Macau, according to the South 
China Morning Post. Police sources 
revealed that the average amount 
fraudsters managed to squeeze out 
of a victim between August 1 and 
13 was a massive HKD1.45 million, 
whereas it was HKD400,000 for 
the whole of last month. “Initial 
investigation showed that some of 
the money was transferred to bank 
accounts in Malaysia, Taiwan and 
Macau. We believe people from 
Malaysia, Taiwan and Macau are 
also involved in the telephone 
scams,” police told the Post. The 
source said that it was unlikely the 
lost money would be recovered, but 
indicated that police would seek 
help from the international police 
organization Interpol to identify the 
holders of the bank accounts and 
track down the swindlers. 

China State 
Construction 
grows on Macau, 
HK operations
Moody's Investors Service says 
that the first-half results of China 
State Construction Int'l Holdings 
support its Baa2 issuer rating. 
“CSCI's sound business visibility 
and improved sales and profitability 
in 1H 2015 support its Baa2 ratings; 
thereby mitigating a rise in debt 
leverage over the same period,” 
said Jiming Zou, a Moody's Vice 
President and Senior Analyst. 
CSCI’s revenue grew 18.8 percent 
to HKD16.9 billion in 1H 2015 from 
HKD14.2 billion in 1H 2014. While 
revenues from Hong Kong and 
Macau grew 20.1 percent and 93.7 
percent respectively between 1H 
2014 and 1H 2015, primarily due 
to the commencement of several 
large civil and commercial projects, 
revenue from mainland China grew 
a moderate 5.1 percent over the 
same period. 

400 local group tourists 
safe in thailand

informATion gAThered from the tourism sector shows that 
there are currently about 20 package tour groups comprising over 
400 tourists from Macau staying in Thailand. Mr Andy Wu said that 
most of the groups are in Bangkok, but they are all in safe areas and 
will avoid visiting the tourist attractions affected by bomb blasts.

 The 
Substitute 
Chief 
executive 
Wong 
Sio Chak 
expressed 
‘great 
concern’ over 
the deadly 
incident

TOuRISM CRISIS MAnAgeMenT OffICe 

No Macau residents found 
on Thai hospital lists

the families of the victims, 
the substitute Chief Execu-
tive appealed to individual 
tourists and package tour 
groups currently visiting 
Thailand from Macau to pay 
attention to the local public 
security and safety condi-
tions, and to adjust their iti-
neraries accordingly.

The statement further ad-
ded that Wong had asked the 
GGCT and the Macau Gover-
nment Tourist Office (MG-
TO)’s representative office 
in Thailand to follow up on 
the situation. It stressed that 
the MSAR government will 
pay close attention to any 
new developments concer-
ning the incident, and will 
provide assistance to Macau 
residents who are there and 
require help.

Citing the security alert is-
sued by the Chinese Embassy 
in Thailand, the GGCT also 
released a statement yester-
day noting that the bomb at-
tack occurred in Bangkok’s 
downtown business district 
on Monday evening. It re-
sulted in a death toll of 19 
with over a hundred injured 
by the early morning. Three 
Chinese tourists were killed 
and over twenty Chinese ci-
tizens have been injured, ac-
cording to the Embassy.

The GGCT said it has sent 
text messages through Ma-
cau’s telecom operators to a 
total of 942 Macau mobile 
numbers currently roaming 
in Thailand to inform the 
travelers of the emergen-
cy contacts available. Apart 
from promising to pay clo-

se attention to the develop-
ments surrounding the inci-
dent, and that it would keep 
in close contact with Ma-
cau’s tourism sector and the 
MGTO’s representative offi-
ce, the GGCT also appealed 
for Macau residents to cau-
tiously assess the safety risk 
before traveling to Thailand.

The blast site was next to a 
large shopping mall and the 
popular Erawan Shrine tou-
rist attraction, where foreign 
tourists are highly concentra-
ted. Until yesterday, the scene 
was still blocked off as staff 
cleared fragments and debris 
and washed the street.

Following the incident, Ma-
cau’s tourism agencies have 
canceled all of the package 
tour groups that were sche-
duled to depart for Thailand 
on and before Sunday (Au-
gust 23). About 250 depar-
ting travelers are affected by 
the cancelation of the more 
than ten groups.

Meanwhile, Hong Kong’s 
Travel Industry Council has 
issued a red travel alert, and 
has canceled all of the 200 
departing tour groups to 
Bangkok, comprising 4,000 
tourists, that were scheduled 

over the rest of this month.
The president of the Travel 

Industry Council of Macau, 
Andy Wu, explained that the 
date of August 23 was deci-
ded upon after local travel 
agencies’ conducted nego-
tiations with related airlines 
regarding trip cancelations 
and change of tickets. As for 
specific arrangements, cus-
tomers will need to consult 
their respective agencies.

Additionally, Air Macau 
announced that all of its 
passengers who had booked 
a flight to Bangkok on and 
before yesterday (August 18) 
could reschedule their trip 
or change the destination 
free of charge to a departure 
on or before September 15.

As for Macau residents in 
Thailand who are seeking 
help, the GGCT has advi-
sed them to call any of the 
following: the Chinese Em-
bassy’s 24-hour consular 
protection hotline at 0066-
854833327; the 24-hour 
tourism hotline at 00853-
28333000; or the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs’ emergen-
cy call center for global con-
sular protection and services 
at 0086-10-12308.

Police use a magnetic tool as they examine debris in front of the Erawan Shrine at Rajprasong intersection in Bangkok, Thailand, as investigations continue the 
morning after an explosion (more on p13)
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In a bid to help bring teena-
ge hermits back into society, 

as well as to rid youth of Inter-
net addiction, S.K.H. Macau 
Social Services Coordination 
Office rolled out its proactive 
outreach program yesterday 
afternoon.

According to the 2012 official 
figures from the Social Welfare 
Bureau (IAS), youngsters aged 
between 12 and 24 who are 
potentially at risk of turning 
into recluses, or who are al-
ready hermits, account for 2.2 
percent of the region’s entire 
youth population. Furthermo-
re, at least 25,619 teenagers in 
the territory may have deve-
loped an over-obsession with 
the Internet or are potentially 
at risk of doing so.

The office’s initiative, entit-
led “WE CONNECT,” was said 
to be devised as a play on the 
English word “reconnect”; its 
aim is to help achieve the so-
cial welfare group’s targets 
of rebuilding self-esteem in 
youth and helping them to re- 
enter the society from which 

Outreach program seeks to bring teenage 
hermits and net junkies back on track 

they shy away.
Respectively in 2010 and 

2012, the IAS authorities car-
ried out studies into the teena-
gers of the above two catego-
ries. Their findings suggested 
that the daily behaviors, life 
format and sentiments of lo-
cal teens in recent years have 

been significantly impacted 
by the two issues. The ever-
changing social environment 
even added to the pressure on 
them, which indirectly hurt 
their development in the long 
run.

A 23-year-old casino crou-
pier, who identified himself 

as Wa, disclosed in the me-
dia briefing how he lost his 
motivation and became re-
luctant to meet people at the 
age of 14. “Most of the time I 
was unhappy at school, and 
when the social network in 
school fell apart, I lost all my 
friends,” said Wa. “I started 

to just stay at home surfing 
the Internet, watching films, 
playing video games and slee-
ping.”

His negative behaviors have 
lead him to clash with his mo-
ther on multiple occasions, 
who has also lost weight due 
to stress because of his self- 
abandonment. 

Wa’s mother even took ra-
dical measures in a despera-
te attempt to revive her son’s 
passion for life, but only exa-
cerbated his ordeal. Cabell 
Hoi, team leader at the office, 
said that the whole scheme 
was family- oriented in order 
to furnish tailor-made social 
support for the teens.

Apart from that aspect, hi-
ghlights of the outreach pro-
gram are peer and team cou-
nseling, skills training, and 
home visits. To treat those ex-
clusively active on the net, so-
cial workers from the program 
were said to go to any lengths 
to reach them online on the 
basis of their preferred virtual 
platforms. Staff reporter
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Catarina Pinto

The government is 
planning to introduce 
a four-percent annual 
cap on vehicle grow-

th, the head of Macau’s Trans-
port Bureau (DSAT), Lam Hin 
San, said yesterday. 

DSAT has completed its mid-
term review of the city’s trans-
port system and the depart-
ment is aiming to reduce the 
city’s annual increase in the 
average number of vehicles 
from five to four percent, he 
told reporters on the sidelines 
of a Transport Advisory Com-
mittee meeting held yesterday. 

Committee members and go-
vernment officials discussed 
the midterm review of Ma-
cau’s road and transport poli-
cies for the next five years.

The Secretary for Transport 
and Public Works, Raimundo 
do Rosário, told lawmakers 
recently that the territory had 
recorded a five-percent annual 
increase in the number of vehi-
cles over the past few years.

Mr Lam said that measures 
to reduce the number of cars 
include optimizing Macau’s 
public transportation system, 
and introducing stricter car 
inspection rules. 

“This is our goal: to set vehi-
cle increase at a four-percent 
annual [rate]. We will work 
toward improving vehicle ins-
pection measures, particular-
ly for aging cars, as we would 
like to improve air quality (…) 
We are looking at implemen-
ting a set of different measu-
res, including giving priority 
to public transport,” he said.

According to Mr Lam, the 
government is yet to reach a 
decision on whether to increa-
se vehicle tax – another mea-
sure in the pipeline aimed at 
helping to reduce the number 
of cars in Macau. 

“We are still discussing a 
vehicle tax increase, and we’ll 
disclose more information in 

Brook Yang

The Tertiary Educa-
tion Services Office 

(GAES) concluded a se-
ries of briefing sessions to 
local college students yes-
terday, which covered va-
rious sectors’ professio-
nal accreditation systems. 
These sectors included 
medical, legal, pharmacy 
and social work practices.

Having invited 
speakers from the Heal-
th Bureau, the Macau 
Lawyers Association 
and the Social Welfare 

eDuCATIOn

GAES launches professional accreditation 
systems to college students

Gov’t to introduce 4pct 
annual cap on vehicle growth

time. There are legal matters 
involved. I am not able to dis-
close what the increase would 
be,” he stated.

Mr Lam added that DSAT 
is hoping to reach a final de-
cision on a vehicle tax by the 
year’s end. 

Meanwhile, he revealed that 
negotiations on a new contract 
with bus operators Transmac 
and TCM are reaching the fi-
nal stages. The government is 
hoping to complete its nego-
tiations with one of the ope-
rators within a few weeks, 
although Mr Lam did not dis-

close which operator he was 
referring to. 

Asked about what would be 
hampering negotiations, he 
hinted that the disagreements 
and issues raised concern the 
subsidy provided by the go-
vernment to bus operators. 

“Obviously [the disagree-
ment] is about money. Money 
is the most difficult part to 
talk about,” he said. Mr Lam 
added that their demands are 
not unreasonable, but the go-
vernment still needs to take 
that into account and ensure 
the allocation of public money 

is used appropriately. 
“We are trying to introduce 

a new public bus model and 
we’re demanding operators to 
improve service quality. It’s a 
matter of better utilizing pu-
blic money,” he recalled. 

As the government drafts a 
master plan for the five new 
reclamation zones under de-
velopment, concerns about 
traffic on reclamation Zone 
A have arisen. A preliminary 
evaluation of the new recla-
mation zone blueprint pu-
blic consultation shows that 
residents have called on the 

government to carefully plan 
Zone A’s transportation and 
road systems to avoid further 
traffic pressure. 

Mr Lam said yesterday that it 
is too soon to discuss specific 
traffic plans for the area, espe-
cially while the Land, Public 
Works and Transport Bureau 
(DSSOPT) is still working on 
the blueprint. 

He stressed that “it’s difficult 
to forecast anything at the mo-
ment. We will learn from our 
past experiences in traffic ma-
nagement, and I think we will 
do a much better job there.”

Bureau (IAS), the GAES 
organized the briefings 
in the hope that they mi-
ght “deepen high school 

and college students’ un-
derstanding of different 
professions’ accredita-
tion requirements, so as 

to better prepare them 
for the future career [co-
ming from] the major 
they’ve chosen.”

In the last session held 
at the GAES’s College 
Students Center yes-
terday, representatives 
from the IAS introduced 
the forthcoming system 
of professional accredi-
tation and practice re-
gistration in social work 
to an audience of dozens 
of students.

The government is ex-
pecting to pass legis-
lation at the end of the 

year in order to launch a 
professional certification 
and a practice registra-
tion system for local so-
cial workers. In respon-
se, many of the students 
inquired about the career 
outlook in Macau for 
non- local graduates from 
the territory and for Ma-
cau graduates from over-
seas universities.

In addition, students 
asked about the possible 
timeframe for accredita-
tion exams and whether 
they would need to pre-
pare for them before or 

after graduation. In res-
ponse, the IAS represen-
tatives said that the spe-
cific criteria, as well as 
exam arrangements, will 
be decided by the future 
committee to be set up 
in accordance with the 
new law.

After the bill is pas-
sed, a specialized Social 
Work Committee, which 
will be responsible for 
the system, will be esta-
blished over the course 
of the following year at 
the earliest. The com-
mission will consist of a 
president, five represen-
tatives from the govern-
ment, and five represen-
tatives from the related 
sector, all of whom will 
be elected by accredited 
social workers during 
the Committee’s next te-
nure in 2019.

IAS officials briefing the students
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CiTy of Dreams Manila, the se-
cond of four integrated resorts 

in Pagcor Entertainment City, has 
forecast a strong end to the year 
as gaming revenues from the VIP 
segment start to kick in, The Phili-
ppine Star reported yesterday.

Willy N. Ocier, chair of the lis-
ted Premium Leisure Corp. (PLC) 
and vice chair of Belle Corp., said 
City of Dreams (COD) is confi-
dent that operations will improve 
in the second half with the entry 
of the VIP high-roller sector. 

“The second half of 2015 will be 
strong. COD just started VIP ope-
rations in July 2015,” Ocier told 
the paper. 

City of Dreams, a joint venture 
between the SM Group and Ma-

Golden Resorts 
Group's two-storey 

VIP room, located at Ho-
tel Lisboa, is said to have 
shut down. The closure 
has meant 21 job cuts, 
Ming Pao reported, ci-
ting market sources. The 
group was founded by Mr 
Lee Wai Man. 

Over 60 junket rooms 
have closed their opera-
tions in Macau since its 
peak in mid-2013, when 
gaming results were ro-
bust. Less than 180 junke-
ts are currently registered 
in the city. But only 148 of 
these actually still operate 
gaming in VIP rooms, the 
president of the junkets’ 
trade association, Kwok 
Chi Chung, told Business 
Daily earlier this month.

Meanwhile, Citigroup 
trimmed its August ga-
ming revenue forecast to 
MOP18.5b, down 36% 
year-on-year.

Based on industry sour-
ces, Macau table gross ga-
ming revenue (GGR) rea-

gAMIng 

VIP room shut down 
at Hotel Lisboa

gAMIng

City of Dreams Manila 
expects strong H2

ched MOP8.6 billion for 
the first 16 days in August. 
The daily run-rate equa-
tes to MOP567 million, 
stable with figures from 
the previous week. Hen-
ce, Citigroup has cut its 
August GGR forecast to 
MOP18.5 billion, repre-
senting a year-on-year 
decrease of 36%. This im-
plies a daily run-rate of 
MOP630 million for the 
remaining period in Au-
gust, the research house 
said in a report yesterday. 
Citigroup pointed out that 
the market share appears 
as follows: SJM ranked 
first (23.7%), followed 
by Sands China (23.6%), 
Galaxy (20.1%), Melco 
Crown (13.3%), Wynn 
Macau (10.4%) and MGM 
China (8.9%). 

In addition, Galaxy will 
disseminate its results 
today. Citigroup expects 
the company to register a 
36% year-on-year decline 
in revenue to USD11.636 
billion. PC

cau casino giant Melco Crown, 
holds a provisional license to 
develop and operate a casino in 
the Entertainment City complex 
along Manila Bay. It had a soft 
opening in December 2014 and a 
grand opening last February. 

Melco Crown Philippines in-
curred wider losses in the se-
cond quarter, rising to P1.82 
billion from P1.43 billion due to 
higher operational costs for City 
of Dreams. This brought its to-
tal losses for the six months pre-
ceding the end of June to P4.91 
billion, more than double the 
P2.4 billion loss reported in the 
same period a year ago. 

The second integrated resort to 
open at the Philippines’ version 

of the Las Vegas strip had a soft 
opening on December 14, 2014, 
and a grand opening on February 
2 this year. Sitting on a 6.2-hecta-
re property, City of Dreams inclu-
des approximately two hectares 
of gaming space, approximately 
900 hotel rooms operated under 
three hotel brands, an indoor 
amusement park, and approxi-
mately two hectares of restaurant 
and retail space.

The integrated casino resort has 
been forced to trim its manpower, 
letting go of about two percent 
of its total workforce, which in-
cluded casino dealers, hotel sta-
ff, and food and beverage staff. 
Commenting on the manpower 
reduction, Ocier said that the 
“operations [department] may 
have overestimated its manning 
requirements.” 

Two other integrated resorts 
are scheduled to open in Pagcor’s 
120-hectare development: Uni-
versal Entertainment subsidiary 
Tiger Resorts’ Manila Bay Re-
sorts, which aims to open in De-
cember 2016; and Resorts World 
Bayshore of the Genting Group 
and Alliance Global Group, which 
is slated for completion by 2018. 

Gaming revenues from the 
country’s casinos rose 16 percent 
in the first semester to USD1.4 
billion and are expected to grow 
further to $3 billion by the end of 
the year. 
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 A new York 
Times article 
over the 
weekend
portrayed 
Amazon’s 
work culture as 
“bruising” and 
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corporate bits

A group of 38 Sands China 
Ltd. dealers flew out to Singa-
pore Monday – the first batch 
to participate in a new profes-
sional development opportu-
nity offered by Sands China. 
Launched in July, it gives 
dealers the chance to spend 
12 months on secondment at 
Marina Bay Sands in Singa-
pore. The volunteer program 

first group of sands china dealers set off 
for singapore secondment

BUSINESS 分析

Studio City International 
Holdings Limited, a company 
in which Melco Crown Enter-
tainment Limited owns a 60% 
interest and Taubman Asia, a 
subsidiary of U.S. mall REIT, 
Taubman Centers, Inc., yes-
terday unveiled a lineup of 
fashion brands that will open 
doors at The Boulevard at Stu-
dio City.

The mix of fashion labels and 
international luxury brands in-
clude Macau’s first Balmain, 
Macau’s first Belstaff, and Tom 
Ford’s largest store in Asia. 

“Leveraging our global exper-
tise in creating extraordinary 
retail environments, and our 
exceptional relationships with 
the world’s leading brands, our 
talented team in Asia has brou-
ght together an exciting mix 
of brands for The Boulevard 

designer brands set to open shop at the boulevard at studio city

at Studio City,” said Mr. René 
Tremblay, President of Taub-
man Asia. “Our merchandising 
and management services are 
the industry standard for per-
formance and excellence. We 
are thrilled to welcome these 

brands to our latest project and 
are committed to supporting 
them for the long term to ensu-
re The Boulevard at Studio City 
becomes, and remains, the top 
contemporary shopping desti-
nation in Macau.”

is the latest initiative of the 
Sands China Academy, whi-
ch seeks to train and develop 
the company’s team members 
and Macau locals.  

 After nearly a two-month 
selection process, including 
approval by the Singapo-
re government, a total of 43 
Sands China dealers will go 
to the sister integrated resort 

at Marina Bay. Over the cour-
se of 12 months, they will gain 
overseas experience there, 
acquiring a global vision and 
broadening their career deve-
lopment horizons.

On Friday, Sands China’s 
human resources team orga-
nized an information session 
for the participating dealers. 
“We are very excited for the 
team members participating 
in this program,” said Amy 
Lee, vice president of human 
resources for The Venetian, 
Sands Macao and The Plaza 
Macao. “Sands China recog-
nizes its people as a crucial 
key to its success. That’s why 
investing in the development 
of our team members benefits 
the company, benefits Macao, 
and contributes to the conti-
nued professional and perso-
nal growth of Macau’s talented 
workforce.”

Mae Anderson
Technology Writer, New York 

AmAzon isn’t the 
only company that 
is using data on em-
ployees to improve 

productivity.
A New York Times article over 

the weekend portrayed Ama-
zon’s work culture as “brui-
sing” and “Darwinian” in part 
because of the way it uses data 
to manage its staff. The article 
depicted a work culture whe-
re staffers are under constant 
pressure to deliver strong resul-
ts on a wide variety of detailed 
metrics the company monitors 
in real time — such as what gets 
abandoned in peoples shopping 
cards and what videos people 
stream — and encouraged to 
report praise or criticism about 
colleagues to management to 
add to more data about workers 
performance. The story led to 
an outcry on social media.

Amazon’s CEO Jeff Bezos 
said in a memo to staff over 
the weekend that the article 
doesn’t accurately describe the 
company culture he knows. But 
experts say the kind of data-
driven staff management Ama-
zon uses is set to become more 
common as technology conti-
nues to transform the American 
workplace.

“Every company is somewhere 
in process toward using data to 
get a better handle on who their 
top performers are and to un-
derstand where people stand,” 
said John Challenger, CEO 
of outplacement consultancy 
Challenger, Gray & Christmas, 
Inc.

Companies, both large and 
small, have been moving away 
from traditional human re-
sources reviews that rely on an-
nual performance evaluations. 
They’re moving toward a more 
data-driven approach with 
more frequent feedback, check
-ins, and other metrics.

Consulting firms Accenture 
and Deloitte both said this year 
they would revamp their per-

Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos

Outcry over data-driven 
Amazon workplace culture 

formance review processes, for 
example, adopting a more data 
driven approach that includes 
more frequent ratings by mana-
gers and other internal feedba-
ck and data that can be aggre-
gated and analyzed to provide a 
better portrait of performance 

than a single rating. In an es-
say in the Harvard Business 
Review, Deloitte said the new 
approach uses “the technology 
to go from a small data version 
of our people to a big data ver-
sion of them.”

Tech companies have been 
even speedier in applying data 
analytics to staffing. Google, for 
example, uses data to figure out 
how to put together optimal-
sized teams for projects and 
figure out what makes effective 
leaders.

Paul Hamerman, a Forrester 
analyst who focuses on human 
resources management and fi-
nancial applications, says the 
future may look more like what 
Glint Inc., based in Redwood 
City, Calif., is offering clients. 
The company, with clients in-
cluding music-streaming site 
Pandora and marketing au-

tomation company Marketo, 
sends employees what it calls 
“pulses,” or short surveys about 
how they are feeling and how 
they feel about their job.

Glint CEO Jim Barnett said 
the surveys let executives see 
how the health of their em-
ployees and company are faring 
in real time, in the same speed 
with which they might be able 
to check sales results or marke-
ting impressions. Since the 
“pulses” to company employees 
recur more frequently than tra-
ditional reviews. And their data 
can be aggregated to give a clea-
rer picture of how employees 
are faring overall.

“The old mentality was once a 
year we would check in with an 
annual survey, have an annual 
review, set goals,” said Barne-
tt. “What we’ve learned is the 
world today moves much faster 

than that.”
One of Glint’s clients, Marke-

to, was able to use the data glea-
ned from the Pulses to see that 
women in one department were 
ranking their work/life balance 
substantially lower than expec-
ted. The company found a sta-
ffing shortage in that area and 
increased staff.

“What they were able to do 
was to go in and increase the 
staffing before they had signi-
ficant attrition,” Barnett said. 
“The beauty of systems like this 
is you’re able to link actions to 
outcomes.”

The downside to a data-dri-
ven approach is t can seem 
“Big Brother-ish” to staffers. 
But Glint said the surveys that 
the company sends out have an 
80 to 85 percent response rate. 
“Employees tend to be willing 
to share,” Barnett said. AP
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ChinA was the leading country 
in the import of farm products 
from Brazil in July, increasing 
its share of exports from the 

sector from 25.5 percent to 32.1 per-
cent, said the Ministry of Agriculture.

Figures from the Brazilian Foreign 
Agro-business Trade Statistics Sys-
tem (AgroStat), cited by the daily 
newspaper Estado de São Paulo, 
showed that in the month under re-
view China bought products worth 
USD2.92 billion, which was an an-

AngolA’s Finance Minister, Armando 
Manuel signed this week in Tokyo a fi-

nancing agreement in the form of a “deve-
lopment policy loan,” said the Ministry of 
Finance in a statement published in Luanda.

The statement from the Ministry of Fi-
nance did not disclose the value of the loan 
taken on but Portuguese news agency Lusa 
reported in Luanda that it was over 170 
million euros (about USD190 million).

The bilateral loan has very attractive terms 
and conditions and was structured based 
on on-going reforms in the basic infrastruc-
ture sectors, particularly the energy sector, 
improving the regulatory framework of the 
business climate as well as enhancing trans-
parency and efficiency of public finances.

Following the agreement and in order to 
extend the scope of the Japanese Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency (JICA) finan-
cing projects in Angola, the Angolan Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs will establish the 
statutory conditions for JICA to set up an 
office in Angola.

The agreement between the two countries 
was preceded in Luanda, by a ceremony to 
sign a document called “Exchange of No-
tes – E N” between the Foreign Ministry 
and the government of Japan on July 31.  
MDT/Macauhub

The number of tourists 
who visited Cape Verde 

in the first half of the year 
exceeded 278,000, an an-
nual increase of 2.0 per-
cent, while overnight stays 
increased 3.5 percent to 
almost 1.8 million, the Na-
tional Statistics Institute 
(INE) reported in Praia.

Analysing the data by quar-
ter, in the second quarter the 

Japan funds 
construction of 
infrastructure 
in Angola

Cape Verde receives 278,000 tourists in first half

China leads in imports of 
farm products from Brazil

nual increase of 19.2 percent.
Soy complex – beans, meal and oil – 

was the main export sector, accounting 
for $2.47 billion, followed by forest pro-

ducts with $185.26 million and meats 
with US$127.39 million.

With regard to meat, chicken accoun-
ted for 69.51 million, beef for $57.27 
million and pork for $610,000.

In cumulative terms – from January 
to July – China also ranked first, with 
$14.67 billion.

After China the next four places are 
occupied by the United States with 
$3.72 billion, the Netherlands ($2.94 
billion), Germany ($1.63 billion) and 
Russia ($1.37 billion). MDT/Macauhub

archipelago received 116,200 
tourists, 4.8 percent more 
than in the same period of 
2014, which accounted for 
746,000 overnight stays, 4.1 
percent more year on year .

In the second quarter the 
United Kingdom was the 
main source of tourists and 
its citizens also remained 
longest in the archipela-
go with an average stay of 

9 days. The island of Sal is 
the most popular accoun-
ting for about 46 percent of 
overnight stays in hotel es-
tablishments.

After tourists from the UK, 
with 24.2 percent of the total, 
were Portugal, Germany and 
France, with 13.1 percent, 
12.6 percent and 9.8 percent 
of the total, respectively.

Hotels remained the most 

popular type of accom-
modation, accounting for 
87.3 percent of all entries, 
followed by bed and break-
fasts with about 4.7 percent 
and inns with 3.3 percent.

With regard to overni-
ght stays, hotels accounted 
for 94.0 percent, bed and 
breakfasts for 1.9 percent 
and inns for 1.3 percent. 
MDT/Macauhub
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CHINA 中國

Youkyung Lee
Business Writer, Seoul

AnoTher slump on Chi-
na’s main Shanghai stock 

index amid renewed concerns 
over the state of the world’s 
number 2 economy weighed on 
global markets yesterday.

The index plunged 6.2 per-
cent to 3,748.16 for its largest 
fall since an 8.5 percent dive on 
July 27, which was itself the bi-
ggest slide in eight years.

The plunge in Chinese shares 
came even as the government 
took support measures this 
summer as the index’s sizzling 
yearlong rally reached unsus-
tainable heights and began a 
dramatic fall in June. To halt 
the fall, the government impo-
sed a ban on major sharehol-
ders from selling any of their 
shares.

But the stability was short-li-
ved as the sell-offs restarted, 
rattling other financial markets.

“All the news out of China re-
cently has done nothing to res-
tore confidence in its financial 
markets, and the ripple effect 
can be felt in Europe,” said Da-
vid Madden, market analyst at 
IG.

In Europe, Britain’s FTSE 100 

From London’s tren-
dy Shoreditch to a 

downtown revitalization 
project in Las Vegas, 
pop-up shopping malls 
have become all the rage 
among urbanites keen 
to sample craft beer and 
buy designer sneakers.

But according to a Fi-
nancial Times article 
published yesterday, in 
Hong Kong, plans for the 
first temporary mall are 
being designed to assua-
ge popular anger with 
visiting shoppers from 
mainland China — deri-
ded by locals as “locus-
ts” — rather than cater to 
the whims of hipsters.

As political tensions 
between Hong Kong and 
Beijing have risen, the 
semi-autonomous Chi-
nese territory has seen a 
growing backlash against 
the thousands of “paral-
lel traders” who come 
from the mainland every 
day in search of cheap 

Chinese investors play cards as they monitor stock prices at a brokerage house 
in Beijing

Shanghai stock index plunges 
more than 6 percent

Shoppers sort through items in Sheung Shui district near the 
border with mainland China

HOng kOng 

FT: Pop-up mall aims to ease tensions 
over mainland shoppers

Chinese police have 
arrested 15,000 peo-

ple on suspicion of cyber-
crimes as the government 
tightens its control over 
the Internet, the Ministry 
of Public Security said 
yesterday.

Police throughout the 
country have investiga-
ted more than 7,400 ca-
ses of possible cybercri-
mes, including hacking, 
online fraud and illegal 
sale of personal informa-
tion, resulting in 15,000 
arrests, the ministry said. 
It did not say when the 
arrests were made.

Authorities launched a 
six-month special opera-
tion to clean the Internet 
in July, but some of the 
cases date back as far as 
December.

Beijing considers the 
Internet to be a virtual 
territory that must be 
ruled by laws and regula-
tions.

Recently, authorities 
detained a man for exa-
ggerating the death toll 
from blasts last week in 
the port city of Tianjin. 
Police also detained a 
woman who falsely clai-
med her father was kil-
led in the explosions and 
sought donations from 
the public. At least 114 
people were killed in the 
disaster, which is one of 
the worst industrial acci-
dents in recent years in 
China.

The ministry said the 
special operation has 
snared suspects who ha-
cked into websites of 
companies, banks and 
government agencies. 
Some obtained perso-
nal information illegally, 
some altered web in-
formation or uploaded 
content related to online 
gambling, and some used 
the Internet to defraud 
others, it said.

Beijing also prosecutes 
improper online speech, 
although the ministry’s 
announcement did not 
list cases involving that.

Pu Zhiqiang, a prominent 
rights defense lawyer, has 
been indicted on charges of 
fanning ethnic hatred and 
provoking trouble. The 
charges stem from online 
comments that questioned 
China’s ethnic policies and 
practices and mocked poli-
tical figures. AP

Gov’t says it 
has arrested 
15,000 
people for 
cybercrimes

dropped 0.5 percent to 6,515 
while Germany’s DAX fell 0.4 
percent to 10,897. The CAC-40 
in France was 0.4 percent lower 
at 4,963.

U.S. stocks were poised for a 
lower opening too, with Dow 
futures and the broader S&P 
500 futures down 0.3 percent.

As Greece’s bailout appears 

to be inching closer toward 
resolution, China has become 
the main concern in financial 
markets.

The surprise move last week 
by the country’s monetary au-
thorities to devalue the yuan is 
expected to aid Chinese expor-
ts and help make the Chinese 
currency more responsive to 

market forecasts.
But it has also renewed ques-

tions about the outlook of the 
world’s second-largest eco-
nomy. The prices of oil, metal 
and other commodities fell as 
global demand was expected to 
be weak.

The Chinese currency has 
remained stable this week 
following Beijing’s move last 
week to devalue its tightly con-
trolled yuan. But there is an 
expectation for a further slide 
in the yuan, which prompted 
investors to sell Chinese assets, 
including stocks, before their 
values fall further, said Angus 
Nicholson, a market analyst at 
IG.

Other Asian stock markets fi-
nished lower. Japan’s Nikkei 
225 dipped 0.3 percent to 
20,554.47 and South Korea’s 
Kospi declined 0.6 percent to 
1,956.26. Hong Kong’s Hang 
Seng index sank 1.4 percent 
to 23,474.97 while Australia’s 
S&P/ASX 200 fell 1.2 percent 
to 5,303.10. Stocks in Taiwan 
and Southeast Asia also fell.

Trading in currency marke-
ts was similarly tepid with 
the euro 0.1 percent lower at 
USD1.1061 and the dollar 0.2 
percent down at 124.25 yen. AP

baby milk, jewelry and 
other goods they can sell 
back home for a profit.

The article by Ben 
Bland and Gloria Cheu-
ng in Hong Kong reports 
that two of the city’s big-
gest property developers 
have teamed up with 
lawmakers to turn a car 
park near the Chinese 
border into a mall made 
out of shipping contai-
ners that is meant to 
serve mainland visitors 
attracted by the city’s 
low-tax shopping.

Wong Ting-kwong, one 
of the legislative coun-
cil members promoting 
the project, told the FT 
it would “reduce the nui-
sance brought by exces-
sive mainland tourists 
and relieve the traffic in-
side the city”.

Mr Wong is a member 
of the main pro-Beijing 
political party in Hong 
Kong, which has fre-
quently come under at-
tack for failing to defend 
residents’ interests in the 
face of pressure from the 

central government in 
China.

He hopes that the mall, 
which will be about 
the size of two football 
pitches, according to 
a recently submitted 
planning application, 
will open for business 
early next year.

The land for the pop-up 
mall is jointly owned by 
Henderson Land and 
Sun Hung Kai Proper-
ties, which are control-
led respectively by Hong 
Kong billionaires Lee 
Shau-kee and the Kwok 
brothers.

According to the paper, 
SHKP said that if the 
plan was approved by the 
government, they would 
lease the land for a nomi-
nal HK$1 (USD0.13) per 
square meter to a chari-
table foundation, which 
would run the pop-up 
mall on a non-profit ba-
sis for two years.

After that period, the 

developers expect to re-
move the shipping con-
tainers and start cons-
truction of a permanent 
mall on the same site.

The initiative has suc-
ceeded in grabbing the 
headlines in Hong Kong, 
but those who have or-
ganized protests against 
mainland shoppers are 
far from convinced it will 
solve their problem.

Ray Wong, a member of 
HK Indigenous, a group 
that campaigns against 
mainland Chinese in-
fluence in Hong Kong, 
said that while the pop
-up mall could alleviate 
some pressures, it could 
also disturb local resi-
dents if it generated too 
much traffic.

“I think the root of the 
problem is that mainlan-
ders don’t trust Chinese 
goods so they have to 
turn to Hong Kong for 
guaranteed quality,” he 
told the FT.



wed 19.08.2015

11
 

th Anniversary

 

 Residents, 
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officials held 
a moment of 
silence marking 
the sixth day 
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CHINA中國

Paul Traynor, Tianjin 

ThundersTorms 
yesterday complica-
ted recovery efforts 
from last week’s mas-

sive explosions at a warehou-
se in China’s Tianjin port that 
killed at least 114 people, left 
57 missing and exposed dan-
gerous chemicals — inclu-
ding some that could become 
flammable on contact with 
water.

Experts have expressed con-
cern that rain could spread 
some of the vast quantities of 
hazardous material at the site 
or set off chemical reactions 
sparking further explosions. 
Rain began falling mid-mor-
ning, but there was no imme-
diate word of new blasts.

The storms began shortly 
after residents, firefighters, 
police, medical staff and offi-
cials held a moment of silence 
marking the sixth day since 
the disaster, the first obser-
vance in the 49-day traditio-
nal Chinese mourning cycle. 
Sirens wailed and car and boat 
horns blared while assembled 
groups bowed in respect for 
the dead.

At the now-evacuated Sea-
port City housing complex, 
33-year-old Fan Jie joined 
other residents in lighting 
candles for first-responders 
killed in the explosions.

“There were many firefigh-
ters who went into the blast 

Residents of the Harbour City apartment complex light candles at a memorial near their building for victims of the Tianjin blasts in northeastern China’s Tianjin municipality

Thunderstorms complicate recovery 
from Tianjin port blasts  

and sacrificed themselves. So 
we’re here today for them, to 
give thanks to them and grieve 
for them,” Fan said.

As of yesterday, 50 firefigh-
ters were confirmed killed and 
another 52 were among the 57 
missing, marking the disaster 
as the deadliest ever for Chi-
nese first-responders. About 
1,000 firefighters responded 
to the disaster.

The blasts originated at a 
warehouse for hazardous ma-
terial, where 700 tons of so-
dium cyanide — a toxic chemi-
cal that can form combustible 
substances on contact with 
water — was being stored in 
amounts that violated safety 
rules. That has prompted con-
tamination fears and a major 
cleanup of a 3-kilometer-ra-

dius, cordoned-off area in the 
port city southeast of Beijing.

Cyanide contamination was 
found at levels up to 28 times 
those considered safe at eight 
of 29 testing sites within the 
blast zone, said Bao Jingling, 
chief engineer of the Tianjin 
Environmental Bureau. No 
unsafe levels were found at 
14 inspection sites outside the 
zone, he said.

“If the rain gets heavy, wa-
ter will have to be drained. It 
is not good for water to re-
main in the craters,” Bao told 
a news conference, referring 
to massive cavities left by the 
explosions.

Officials have said there have 
been no substantial leaks of 
the toxic sodium cyanide. 
They say they have sealed all 
waterways leading into the sea 
from the blast site and built 
retaining walls to prevent any 
runoff. Sodium cyanide can 
form a flammable gas upon 
contact with water, and seve-
ral hundred tons would be a 
clear violation of rules cited by 
state media that the warehou-
se could store no more than 10 
tons at a time.

The Ministry of Industry 
and Information Technology 
has ordered authorities at all 
levels to check whether com-
panies that produce and store 
hazardous materials comply 
with safety regulations, inclu-
ding if they are a safe distance 
from residential areas and do 

not exceed storage limits.
China’s Cabinet, the State 

Council, said an investiga-
tion team headed by Execu-
tive Vice Minister of Public 
Security Yang Huanning has 
launched a probe into the ex-
plosion. Media reports say 10 
people have been taken into 
custody, including top offi-
cials of the warehouse’s ma-
nagement company.

In unusually strong langua-
ge, the Cabinet referred to the 
Aug. 12 blasts as an “especially 
major fire and explosion inci-
dent.” Along with the cause, 
the probe will identify those 
responsible and provide re-
commendations on how to 
deal with them.

Prosecutors previously have 
said they would investigate 
any dereliction of duty and 
abuse of power that may have 
contributed to the blasts.

More than 40 different types 
of hazardous chemicals were 
being stored at the site with 
a total volume of about 3,000 
tons, deputy national fire chief 
Niu Hueguang was quoted as 
saying on the China Fire Ser-
vices’ official website.

That included 800 tons of 
ammonium nitrate, someti-
mes used in explosives, and 
about 500 tons of potassium 
nitrate, often used in rocket 
fuel and fireworks.

Chinese work safety rules 
require such storage facilities 
to be at least 1,000 meters 

away from residences, public 
buildings and highways. But 
online map searches show the 
Ruihai International Logisti-
cs warehouse was within 500 
meters of both an expressway 
and a 100,000-square meter 
apartment complex. Those 
apartments’ walls were singed 
and windows were shattered, 
and all residents have been 
evacuated.

Some owners of damaged re-
sidences have demanded the 
government buy back apart-
ments that may no longer be 
habitable due to chemical con-
tamination.

Tianjin officials have been 
hard-pressed to answer how 
the warehouse was allowed to 
operate in its location. Ques-
tions also have been raised 
about management of the wa-
rehouse, and the country’s top 
prosecuting office announced 
Sunday that it was setting up 
a team to investigate possible 
offenses related to the massive 
blasts, including dereliction 
of duty and abuse of power. 
Ruihai’s general manager is in 
a hospital under police watch.

The Tianjin blasts are among 
the deadliest industrial acci-
dents in China in recent years. 
In June 2013, a fire at a pou-
ltry plant in the northeastern 
province of Jilin killed 121 
people. In August 2014, a dust 
explosion at a metal plant in 
the eastern province of Jiang-
su left 97 people dead. AP
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 The flight 
data recorder 
and the cockpit 
voice recorder, 
the plane’s 
‘black boxes,’ 
were found in 
good condition

廣告ASIA-PACIFIC 亞太版

Alfian Kartono, Jayapura 

An Indonesian passenger 
plane that went missing 

two days ago was destroyed 
when it slammed into a moun-
tain, killing all 54 people on 
board, the country’s top rescue 
official said.

More than 70 rescuers rea-
ched the crash site only yester-
day after being hindered by ru-
gged, forested terrain and bad 
weather.

The flight data recorder and 
the cockpit voice recorder, the 
plane’s “black boxes,” were fou-
nd in good condition, said Hen-
ry Bambang Soelistyo, the Na-
tional Search and Rescue Agen-
cy chief. The data they contain 
could help explain what caused 
the crash.

“The plane was totally des-
troyed and all the bodies were 
burned and difficult to identi-
fy,” Soelistyo told The Associa-
ted Press.

He said all 54 bodies had been 
recovered and will be taken to 
Jayapura, the capital of Papua 
province, so they can be identi-
fied.

The Trigana Air Service plane 
was flying from Jayapura to the 
city of Oksibil with 49 passen-
gers and five crew members on 
a scheduled 42-minute flight 

Esther Htusan, Naypyitaw 

MyAnmAr’s par-
liament reopened 

yesterday for its final ses-
sion before November’s 
national elections, with 
the spotlight on the in-
fluential speaker — who 
was violently ousted just 
days ago as head of the 
military-backed ruling 
party.

Opposition leader Aung 
Sang Suu Kyi critici-
zed the manner in whi-
ch Shwe Mann, a close 
political ally, had been 
removed. Hundreds 
of armed police seized 
the headquarters of the 
Union Solidarity and De-
velopment Party in the 
middle of the night, wit-
nesses said, confiscating 
computers and preven-
ting some members from 
leaving.

It was a political purge 
reminiscent of the days 

Plane wreckage is strewn across dense terrain in Pegunungan Bintang, Papua province

InDOneSIA 

Official says missing 
plane ‘totally destroyed’

Myanmar opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi addresses the media 
at Parliament in Naypyitaw

MYAnMAR 

Suu Kyi allies with beleaguered speaker Shwe Mann

when it lost contact Sunday.
Soelistyo said the wreckage 

was at an altitude of 2,600 me-
ters. Much of Papua is covered 
with impenetrable jungles and 
mountains. Some planes that 
have crashed in the past have 
never been found.

The airline’s crisis center of-
ficial in Jayapura’s Sentani 
airport, Budiono, said all the 
passengers were Indonesians, 

and included three local gover-
nment officials and two mem-
bers of the local parliament 
who were to attend a ceremony 
Monday in Oksibil marking the 
70th anniversary of Indone-
sia’s independence from Dutch 
colonial rule.

Oksibil, about 280 kilome-

ters south of Jayapura, was ex-
periencing heavy rain, strong 
winds and fog when the plane 
lost contact with the airport mi-
nutes before it was scheduled to 
land.

The victims’ relatives, who 
had been waiting at the airport, 
broke down in tears when they 
heard the news. Many of them 
accused the airline of taking too 
long to give them information.

“They are unprofessional ... 
they play with our feelings of 
grieving,” said Cory Gasper, 
whose brother Jhon Gasper 
was on the plane.

The airline released a public 
apology just after a search pla-
ne spotted the smoldering wre-
ckage of the ATR42-300 twin 
turboprop on Monday.

It was unclear what caused 
the caused the crash, Indone-
sia’s transportation safety com-
mission has opened an investi-
gation.

The passengers included 
four postal workers escor-
ting four bags of cash totaling 
USD468,750 in government aid 
for poor families to help offset a 
spike in fuel prices, Franciscus 
Haryono, the head of the post 
office in Jayapura, the provin-
cial capital, told The Associated 
Press.

Indonesia has had a string 

of airline tragedies in recent 
years. In December, all 162 
people aboard an AirAsia jet 
were killed when the plane 
plummeted into the Java Sea as 
it flew through stormy weather 
on its way from Surabaya, In-
donesia’s second-largest city, to 
Singapore.

Trigana Air Service, which be-
gan operations in 1991, had 22 
aircraft as of December 2013 

and flies to 21 destinations 
in Indonesia. The carrier has 
had 19 serious incidents since 
1992, resulting in the loss of ei-
ght aircraft and major damage 
to 11 others, according to the 
Aviation Safety Network’s onli-
ne database.

The airline remains banned 
from flying to Europe along 
with other six Indonesian airli-
nes. AP

of dictatorship in the 
Southeast Asian country.

“This is not what you 
expect from a working 
democracy,” Suu Kyi told 
reporters.

The Nobel laureate also 
slammed an impeach-
ment bill Shwe Mann 
was being pressured to 
table — possibly as early 
as yesterday.

The bill says parliamen-

tarians who have lost the 
trust of even 1 percent 
of their constituents can 
be stripped of their sea-
ts, meaning Shwe Mann 
could be a target.

“Ridiculous,” Suu Kyi 
said. “It is now clear who 
the enemy is and who is 
the ally.”

Myanmar only recently 
started moving from 
dictatorship to demo-

cracy, but critics say the 
strings of power behind 
the quasi-civilian gover-
nment remain members 
of the old military elite, 
including former dictator 
Than Shwe, who lives a 
generally secluded life in 
a sprawling compound in 
the capital, Naypyitaw.

As elections approach, 
tensions have been bui-
lding between President 
Thein Sein and Shwe 
Mann, both former gene-
rals and members of the 
governing party. Ten-
sions were exacerbated 
last week when the na-
mes of nearly 100 newly 
retired military members 
did not make it onto the 
party’s candidate lists. 
Some hardliners blamed 
Shwe Mann.

The parliament speaker 
— seen as a reformist — 
set a no-nonsense tone 
as parliament resumed 
yesterday, immediately 

rejecting a motion by se-
veral USDP lawmakers 
to suspend the session 
because of floods and 
landslides.

The MPs could excuse 
themselves, he said, but 
there was important bu-
siness to attend to in the 
parliamentary chambers.

Shwe Mann had lost the 
support of conservatives 
in the party, in part be-
cause of his close ties to 
the wildly popular Suu 
Kyi. The two met for an 
hour on Monday, appa-
rently to discuss the po-
litical upheaval and its 
potential impact.

There was murmuring 
yesterday that polls now 
scheduled for Nov. 8 cou-
ld be delayed by up to a 
month.

Suu Kyi said that while 
leadership changes wi-
thin the ruling party were 
an “internal matter,” if 
they affect the election, 

resulting in either a can-
cellation or delay, “we 
must not be silent.”

She was also critical of 
a bill that could lead to 
Shwe Mann’s impeach-
ment.

Last month, 1,700 
members of his consti-
tuency in Zayarthiri, lo-
cated in the heart of the 
capital, said he violated 
the law by showing dis-
respect for the military’s 
role in parliament. That 
followed deliberations on 
a bill that could have en-
ded the military’s right to 
veto all proposed amend-
ments to the country’s 
2008 constitution.

“One percent to the ri-
ght of recall? It’s ridicu-
lous ... it doesn’t make 
any sense,” Suu Kyi said. 
“There are so many thin-
gs to do. If we start vo-
ting on that ... we won’t 
even have time to do the 
other things.” AP
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Nattasuda Anusonadisai and
Papitchaya Boonngok, Bangkok 

ThAi police said yes-
terday investigators 
believe a man seen in 
security video wearing a 

yellow T-shirt and carrying a ba-
ckpack set off the explosion at a 
central Bangkok shrine that kil-
led 20 people and injured more 
than 100.

“The yellow shirt guy is not just 
the suspect. He is the bomber,” 
Police Lt. Gen. Prawut Thavor-
nsiri, a police spokesman, told 
The Associated Press.

Prawut earlier released seve-
ral photos of the man, with and 
without the backpack, on a so-
cial media platform. The images 
were apparently taken from clo-
sed-circuit video at the Erawan 
shrine on Monday before the 
central Bangkok bombing. He 
confirmed that the man is sus-
pected in the bombing when con-
tacted by The Associated Press.

Video footage posted separately 
on Thai media appeared to show 
the same man sitting on a ben-
ch at the crowded shrine, then 
taking off the backpack and lea-
ving it behind as he walked away.

Prime Minister Prayuth Chan
-ocha called Monday’s explosion 
at a busy intersection “the worst 
incident that has ever happened 
in Thailand,” and he promised 
to track down those responsible.

“There have been minor bom-
bs or just noise, but this time 
they aimed for innocent lives,” 
Prayuth said. “They want to des-
troy our economy, our tourism.”

Without elaborating about 
possible perpetrators, the prime 
minister said yesterday, “Today 
we have seen the closed-circuit 
footage, we saw some suspects, 
but it wasn’t clear. We have to 
find them first.”

The improvised explosive devi-
ce scattered body parts, spatte-
red blood, blasted windows and 
burned motorbikes to the metal. 
The explosion went off around 
7 p.m. in an upscale area filled 
with tourists, office workers and 
shoppers. No one has claimed 
responsibility.

Bangkok was rocked again yes-
terday when another explosive 
device blew up at a ferry pier, 
but no one was hurt.

Police Senior Sgt. Maj. Wora-
pong Boonthawee said an ex-
plosive device was thrown from 
the Taksin Bridge and blew up 
at Sathorn Pier after falling into 
the Chao Phraya River below. 
“There is no injury,” he said. 
Security camera footage shows 
a sudden blast of water over a 
walkway at the pier as bystan-
ders run for safety.

Prayuth gave his first televised 
address since the bombing yes-
terday, saying the government 
will expedite “all investigative Police investigate a scene the morning after an explosion in Bangkok,Thailand

This Aug. 17 image, released by Royal Thai Police spokesman Lt. Gen. Prawut 
Thavornsiri shows a man wearing a yellow T-shirt near the Erawan Shrine before an 
explosion occurred 

 Authorities 
identified five 
victims as Thai 
and four as 
Chinese — two 
of them from 
Hong kong — 
along with two 
Malaysians 
and one 
Singaporean

THAILAnD

Man in yellow shirt is Bangkok bomber

efforts to find the perpetrators 
and bring them to justice.”

Thai authorities identified five 
victims as Thai and four as Chi-
nese — two of them from Hong 
Kong — along with two Ma-
laysians and one Singaporean, 
and said the nationalities of the 
other eight victims remained 
unknown.

Defense Minister Prawit Won-
gsuwan said authorities had no 
idea an attack had been plan-
ned.

“We didn’t know about this 
ahead of time. We had no inte-
lligence on this attack,” the de-
fense minister said.

Prayuth vowed to “hurry and 
find the bombers,” though he 
noted there may be just one per-
petrator. Speaking to reporters, 
he continued what has been a 
notoriously prickly relationship 
with the media since the for-
mer general took control of the 
government in a May 2014 coup.

Asked if there were leads on 
the suspects’ identities, Prayuth 
bristled, “We are still investiga-
ting. The bomb has just explo-
ded — why are you asking now? 
Do you understand the word 
investigation? It’s not like they 
claim responsibility.”

Thailand has seen many vio-
lent attacks in recent years, 
particularly through a more-
than-decade-long insurgency 
by Muslim separatists that has 
left more than 5,000 dead in the 
country’s deep south. Those at-
tacks have never extended to the 
capital, however.

Bangkok has seen politically 
charged violence over the past 

decade; the deadliest, in 2010, 
killed more than 90 over two 
months and was centered on the 
same intersection where Mon-
day’s bomb went off. But none of 
those attacks included a bomb 
blast that seemed intended to 
produce mass casualties.

Matthew Wheeler, Southeast 
Asia security analyst for the In-
ternational Crisis Group, said 
the bombing was a “new type of 
attack for Bangkok” that doesn’t 
bear the trademarks of typical 
violence over the past decade 
from political instability or Mus-
lim separatists.

“It is certainly not like politi-
cally motivated attacks we’ve 
seen in the past which have ge-
nerally been designed to grab 
attention but not cause casual-
ties,” Wheeler said, adding that 

he expected it would have “ma-
jor ramifications for security in 
Thailand.”

Early yesterday morning, in-
vestigators surveyed the damage 
as police and soldiers guarded 
the area, still littered with shat-
tered glass and other debris. The 
normally busy intersection that 
was closed off to traffic and ee-
rily empty aside from onlookers 
standing behind police tape to 
take pictures. Barricades were 
set up outside five-star hotels in 
the neighborhood and security 
stopped cars to inspect trunks 
before letting them pass. The 
intersection was reopened by 
midday.

At least 20 people were confir-
med dead and 140 injured, ac-
cording to the Narinthorn emer-
gency medical rescue center.

National chief of police Somyot 
Poompanmoung said the bomb 
was made with a pipe wrapped 
in cloth and weighed 3 kilo-
grams.

It detonated at the Erawan 
Shrine, which is dedicated to the 
Hindu god Brahma, but is extre-
mely popular among Thailand’s 
Buddhists as well as Chinese 
tourists. Although Thailand is 
predominantly Buddhist, it has 
enormous Hindu influence on its 

religious practices and language.
Bangkok has been relatively 

peaceful since a military coup 
ousted a civilian government in 
May last year after several mon-
ths of sometimes violent politi-
cal protests against the previous 
government.

At the same time, the military 
government has tightly control-
led dissent, arresting hundreds 
of its opponents and banning 
protests. Tensions have risen 
in recent months, with the jun-
ta making clear that it may not 
hold elections until 2017 and 
wants a constitution that will 
allow some type of emergency 
rule to take the place of an elec-
ted government.

Stirring the pot has been exiled 
former Prime Minister Thaksin 
Shinawatra, who was ousted in a 
2006 coup. It was his sister Yin-
gluck Shinawatra who was ous-
ted as prime minister last year.

Last week, Thaksin posted a 
message on YouTube urging his 
followers to reject the draft cons-
titution because he said it was 
undemocratic. The draft charter 
is supposed to be voted on next 
month by a special National Re-
form Council. If it passes, it is 
supposed to go to a public refe-
rendum around January.

The U.S. Embassy in Bangkok 
issued an emergency message 
for U.S. citizens, advising them 
to avoid the shrine’s area. In 
Washington, State Department 
spokesman John Kirby expres-
sed deep sympathy to those af-
fected by the Bangkok explosion. 
He said authorities were still de-
termining whether any Ameri-
cans were among the victims.

Tourists reacted with concern.
“We didn’t think anything like 

this could happen in Bangkok,” 
said Holger Siegle, a German 
who said he and his newlywed 
wife had chosen Thailand be-
cause it seemed safe. “Our ho-
neymoon and our vacation will 
go on, but with a very unsafe 
feeling.” AP
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Jack Gillum and Stephen Braun,
Washington 

Now that federal 
investigators have 
Hillary Rodham 
Clinton’s homebrew 

email server, they could exa-
mine files on her machine that 
would be more revelatory than 
the emails themselves.

Clinton last week handed over 
to the FBI her private server, 
which she used to send, recei-
ve and store emails during her 
four years as secretary of sta-
te. The bureau is holding the 
machine in protective custody 
after the intelligence commu-
nity’s inspector general raised 
concerns recently that classi-
fied information had traversed 
the system.

Clinton leads the race for De-
mocratic presidential nomina-
tion by wide margin even thou-
gh questions about her use of 
the server have since shadowed 
her campaign. Republicans 
have seized on the issue to raise 
questions about Clinton’s trus-
tworthiness.

Irina Titova, St. Petersburg 

A Russian court on Monday awar-
ded symbolic damages of one ru-

ble (USD0.01) to a former “Kremlin 
troll” who sued her ex-employer and 
demanded closure of what she des-
cribes as a “factory” that has been 
churning out Internet propaganda 
defending President Vladimir Putin.

In an interview in April, Lyudmila 
Savchuk told The Associated Press 
how she and hundreds of colleagues 
in St. Petersburg managed several 
social media accounts, flooding the 
Internet with pro-Putin commentary 
and doctored images that landed on 
Russian and Western news websites.

Savchuk’s descriptions of the work 
coincide with those of other former 
trolls who have spoken publicly, 
although she was one of the few 
willing to disclose her identity. She 
quit after two months, deciding she 
couldn’t stand being part of a propa-
ganda machine. She said most of the 
workers were young and attracted by 
relatively high monthly salaries of 
40,000 to 50,000 rubles ($600 to 
$770).

The Petrogradsky district court 
yesterday set the damages at just one 
ruble as the plaintiff requested, but 
didn’t close the facility. Savchuk said 
she was happy with the ruling becau-

Mike Corder, Bodrum 

Six Syrian migrants, 
including an infant, 

drowned off the Turkish 
coast yesterday as they 
tried to reach a Greek is-
land, a rescuer said, un-
derscoring the deadly 
risks taken by migrants 
making even short cros-
sings to Europe in over-
crowded smugglers’ boats.

Three more migrants 
survived for hours in the 
motorboat’s overturned 
hull, breathing air trapped 
in a pocket, before being 
rescued by divers, the 
emergency worker said.

Those who drowned 
were attempting perhaps 
the safest, shortest sea 
crossing in the risky jour-
ney to Europe, for the 
Greek island of Kos is 
only four kilometers from 
Turkey at its closest point.

Turkish coast guards un-
loaded five body bags at 
the harbor in the western 
tourist town of Bodrum as 
the rescued migrants, one 
man clutching his head 
in his hands, sat on the 

Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton speaks during a news conference during a visit to the Iowa State 
Fair, Saturday

uSA

Probe of Clinton’s server could 
find more than just emails

Lyudmila Savchuk speaks in an interview in 
her apartment in St. Petersburg

RuSSIA  

Ex-Kremlin Internet ‘troll’ 
wins suit against ex-employer

A migrant who was rescued by the Turkish Coast Guard sits in the 
foreground, while Turkish Coast Guard personnel carry a body bag

TuRkeY 

6 migrants drown off coast 
trying to reach Greece

Clinton again this weekend 
repeated a carefully construc-
ted defense of her actions, in 
that she did not send or receive 
emails marked classified at the 
time.

But her emails show some 
messages she wrote were cen-
sored by the State Department 
for national security reasons 
before they were publicly re-
leased. The government bla-

cked-out those messages under 
a provision of the Freedom of 
Information Act intended to 
protect material that had been 
deemed and properly classified 
for purposes of national defen-

se or foreign policy.
What hasn’t been released: 

data that could show how se-
cure her system was, whether 
someone tried to break in, and 
who else had accounts on her 
system. A lawyer for Platte Ri-
ver Networks, a Colorado-ba-
sed technology services com-
pany that began managing the 
Clinton server in 2013, said the 
server was provided to the FBI 
last week.

Indeed, many physical details 
of the server remain unknown, 
such as whether its data was 
backed up. In March, The As-
sociated Press discovered her 
server traced back to an Inter-
net connection at her home in 
Chappaqua, New York.

A computer server isn’t a 
marvel of modern technology. 
Just like a home desktop, the 
computer’s data is stored on a 
hard drive. It’s unclear whether 
the drive that Clinton used was 
thoroughly erased before the 
device was turned over to fede-
ral agents.

If it had been, it’s also uncer-
tain whether the FBI could re-
cover the data. Clinton’s lawyer 
has used a precise term, “wi-
ped,” to describe the deleted 
emails, but it was not imme-
diately clear whether the server 
had been wiped. Such a process 
overwrites deleted content to 
make it harder or impossible to 
recover.

An FBI spokesman declined to 
comment. AP

se she thought her mission had been 
accomplished.

“We have managed to prove that 
the trolls exist, which was the main 
goal,” she said outside the cour-
troom.

In her lawsuit, Savchuk sought 
moral damages, compensation of 
unpaid wages and demanded the 
closure of the company, Internet Re-
search, saying its employees didn’t 
have proper Russian employment 
contracts.

Internet Research wasn’t imme-
diately available for comment on the 
ruling. AP

wharf. A rescue team la-
ter found the drowned in-
fant’s body, said a member 
of the Bodrum Sea Rescue 
Association, who spoke 
on condition of anony-
mity because he was not 
authorized by coast guard 
officials to talk about the 
rescue.

The Turkish divers pul-
led a child and two men 
out alive from a sealed 
area of the capsized boat, 
a 9-meter motorboat, the 
rescue official said. Me-
dical staff carried a wai-
ling young boy, an oxygen 
mask around his neck, 
and a man to ambulances.

It wasn’t the only rescue 
yesterday in the Aegean 
Sea.

About 20 other migrants 
were picked up by Turkish 
authorities and taken to 
the nearby town of Turgu-
treis. It was not clear what 
boat they had been on.

Greece’s coast guard 
says it rescued 576 mi-
grants in 23 search-and
-rescue operations off the 
islands of Lesbos, Chios, 
Samos, Agathonisi and 
Kos in the last 24 hours. 
Before that, Greece repor-
ted more than 135,000 
arrivals from Turkey this 
year. AP
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what’s ON ...

currency in the past century 
- exhibition of macau’s issued currency
time: 9am-9pm
until: september 13, 2015 
Venue: Temporary exhibitions Gallery of the Civic 
and municipal Affairs Bureau 
organizer: Civic and municipal Affairs Bureau, 
Cultural Affairs Bureau
admission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 8988 4100 / 2882 7103

2015 art troupe-in-residence programme 
– free yourself 
time: 10:30am-6:30pm  (Closed on mondays)
until: November 1, 2015
admission: Free 
Venue: 10 Fantasia - A Creative industries incubator, 
10, Calçada da igreja de s.lázaro, macau 
enquiries: (853) 2835 4582

tea culture house
time: 9am-7pm daily 
(Closed on mondays, open on public holidays)
Venue: Macau Tea Culture House, Lou Lim Ioc 
Garden, Avenida do Conselheiro Ferreira de Almeida 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2882 7103 / 2858 6250

western Views on china: paints 
of the 19th century about china
time: 10am-7pm 
(Closed on mondays, No admission after 6:30 pm) 
until: December 31, 2015
Venue: macau museum of Art, 
Av. Xian Xing Hai, s/n, NAPE 
admission: mOP5 
(Free on sundays and public holidays) 
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

macau arts window - form of animals 
- photography by wong wang lap
time: 10am-7pm 
(Closed on mondays, no admission after 6:30 pm)  
until: August 30, 2015
Venue: macau museum of Art, 
Av. Xian Xing Hai, s/n, NAPE  
admission: mOP5 
(Free on sundays and public holidays)  
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814 

macau fashion illustration contest
- awarding exhibition
time: 10am-8pm 
(Closed on mondays, open on public holiday) 
August 30, 2015
admission: Free  
address: macau Fashion Gallery / No. 47, 
Rua de s. Roque, macau 
enquiries: (853) 2835 3341 

this day in history

soviet President mikhail Gorbachev has been over-
thrown after a coup by Communist hardliners. 

mr Gorbachev is reported to be under house arrest 
at his holiday home in the Crimea. 

News of the coup was broken in an announcement 
on state radio earlier on monday. 

it said mr Gorbachev was “unable to perform his 
presidential duty for health reasons”. 

soviet television has since been broadcasting regu-
lar condemnations of mr Gorbachev’s policies. 

The new leaders, headed by former vice-president 
Gennady Yanayev have declared a state of emergen-
cy. 

in a televised broadcast, the eight coup plotters, 
who include the heads of the army, the KGB and the 
police, said they were saving the country from a “na-
tional catastrophe”. 

Tanks are now patrolling the streets of moscow but 
in spite of their presence thousands of people have 
come out to demonstrate against the takeover. 

They included the president of the Russian Federa-
tion, Boris Yeltsin. 

mr Yeltsin climbed on to a tank outside the Russian 
parliament building to confront the troops and appeal 
to the army not to turn against the people. 

He said the coup was a “new reign of terror” and 
called for civil resistance. 

Despite a ban on demonstrations, several hundred 
demonstrators gathered outside the Kremlin calling 
for the reinstatement of the legal government. 

Nearby troops made no move to break up the de-
monstration but the army is reported to have warned 
hospitals to be ready for “casualties”. 

Us President George Bush has called the coup a 
“disturbing development” and cut short his holiday 
to return to the White House.

                   Courtesy BBC News

1991 hardliners stage coup 
          against gorbachev

in context

The coup suffered from an apparent lack of planning. 
None of the opposition leaders was arrested and they contin-
ued to whip up public opinion and turn the army against the 
new regime. 
Less than three days after the coup its leaders attempted to 
flee the country. 
Mikhail Gorbachev was freed from house arrest and returned 
to power. 
Seven of the eight coup plotters were arrested - one commit-
ted suicide. 
The coup attempt brought to the surface widespread dissatis-
faction with the Communist system. 
By the end of 1991 the Soviet Union has been replaced by the 
Commonwealth of Independent States - with many republics 
eventually gaining full independence. 

Offbeat

A group that advocates the separation of church and sta-
te has filed a complaint about a Texas judge who ordered 
a man to marry his girlfriend as a condition of probation.

The Freedom From Religion Foundation said last week 
it filed the complaint against Smith County Court-at-Law 
Judge Randall Rogers a day earlier with the Texas state 
Commission on Judicial Conduct in Austin.

On July 2, Rogers gave 21-year-old Josten Bundy 30 
days to marry 19-year-old elizabeth James or face 15 days 
in jail for pleading guilty to misdemeanor assault. Bundy 
admitted punching Jaynes’ ex-boyfriend twice in the jaw 
for “saying disrespectful things” about her. Rogers also or-
dered Bundy to scrawl a Bible verse 25 times daily.

Rogers didn’t return a message seeking comment. Bundy 
and James have since married.

us: group files complaint against 
judge over marriage sentence 

TV canal macau
13:00

13:30

14:30

18:50

19:40

20:30

21:00

21:40

22:10

23:00

23:30

01:00

01:30

TDm News (Repeated)    

News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   

RTPi live    

The Presence of Anita (Repeated)   

soap Opera    

main News, Financial & Weather Report   

Bedlam Behind Bars    

miscellaneous    

The Presence of Anita    

TDm News    

miscellaneous    

main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 

RTPi live    
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cinema
cineteatro
13 aug- 19 aug

fANtAStIc fouR_
room 1
2.15, 5.55, 7.45, 9.45 pm
Director:  Josh trank
Starring: Miles teller, Kate Mara, Michael B. Jordan
Language: English (chinese)
Duration: 100min

DoRAEMoN tHE MovIE: 
NoBItA AND tHE SPAcE HERoES_
room 1
4.05 pm
Director: yoshihiro osugi
Language: cantonese (chinese/English)
Duration: 100min

AttAcK oN tItAN_
room 2
2.15, 4.05, 5.55, 9.45 pm
Director:  shinji Higuchi
Starring: Haruma Miura, Kiko Mizuhara
Language: Japonese (English and chinese)
Duration: 90min

DoRAEMoN tHE MovIE: 
NoBItA AND tHE SPAcE HERoES_
room 2
7.45 pm
Director: yoshihiro osugi
Language: cantonese (chinese/English)
Duration: 100min

DoRAEMoN tHE MovIE: 
NoBItA AND tHE SPAcE HERoES_
room 3
2.30 pm
Director: yoshihiro osugi
Language: cantonese (chinese/English)
Duration: 100min

to tHE foRE_
room 3
4.30, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director: Dante Lam
Starring: Eddie Peng, Siwon choi
Language: English (chinese)
Duration: 117min

macau tower
30 jul - 19 aug

MISSIoN IMPoSSIBLE RoGuE NAtIoN_
2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director:  christopher McQuarrie
Starring: tom cruise, Jeremy Renner, Simon Pegg, 
Rebecca ferguson
Language: English (chinese)
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

easy easy+

medium Hard
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omAcRoSS: 1- michelangelo masterpiece; 6- Actress Davis; 11- Downcast; 14- Good 

point; 15- Fencing blades; 16- Bass, e.g.; 17- Governs; 18- Taboos; 19- Bigger than 
med.; 20- New Mexico art colony; 22- Brainstorms; 24- “CHiPs” star; 28- Suppose; 30- 
Talks; 31- Angry; 32- Slight trace; 33- Helper; 37- Before, once; 38- Gum; 39- ___ anglais 
(English horn); 40- Having bristles; 43- Like a smokestack; 45- Heavy metric weight; 
46- True skin; 47- Perches; 49- Ryot; 50- lure; 51- siamese sound; 52- One ___ million; 
53- Free laces, say; 56- Excuse; 61- Biblical verb ending; 62- Had in mind; 63- V-shaped 
fortification; 64- Penlight battery; 65- Causing goose bumps; 66- Portals; 

DowN: 1- Hole goal; 2- Terre Haute sch.; 3- Night school subj.; 4- Driving aid; 5- 
On the line; 6- Columbus’s birthplace; 7- epic poetry; 8- Bard’s nightfall; 9- “The 
matrix” hero; 10- Aids; 11- “The Crucible” setting; 12- Aquarium buildup; 13- Poor 
grades; 21- Classified items; 23- Musical 
composition for two; 24- Adlai’s running 
mate; 25- steeple; 26- Dogma; 27- Old 
cloth; 28- Upbeat, in music; 29- spahn 
teammate; 31- magazine copy; 33- Ages; 
34- Pueblo indian village; 35- Out; 36- 
Romantic rendezvous; 38- 1996 Tony-
winning musical; 41- On the peak of; 
42- ensemble; 43- Undertow direction; 
44- Surgery sites, briefly; 46- ___ gratias; 
47- Oscar de la ___; 48- City in Nebraska; 
49- Golfer Calvin; 50- ___ yellow ribbon...; 
51- start of something small?; 54- Born; 
55- Paving material; 57- The fifth sign of 
the zodiac; 58- Promising words; 59- ingot; 
60- Officeholders

Yesterday’s solution
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shower/overcast 
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moderate rain/heavy rain 

cloudy 

drizzle 

clear 

cloudy 

Emergency calls  999

fire department 28 572 222

PJ (Open line) 993

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775

PSP 28 573 333

customs 28 559 944

S. J. Hospital 28 313 731

Kiang wu Hospital 28 371 333

commission Against 

corruption (ccAc) 28326 300

IAcM 28 387 333

tourism 28 333 000

Airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283

water Supply – Report 1990 992

telephone – Report 1000

Electricity – Report 28 339 922

Macau Daily times 28 716 081

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂 

Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
If you have any health concerns, now 
is the time to address them, if only 
to save money. From your deepest 
fears to your slightest freckles, make 
good use of your insurance.

April 20-May 20
Ah, cash is a thing of beauty. You 
may not be making it with the same 
ease, but it’s still coming in. Use 
what extra you have to buy yourself 
some fun.

Taurus

May 21-Jun. 21
You’ll be getting some 
correspondence, and not just of the 
superficial variety. It might be in 
the form of a bill or pay advice, but 
whichever direction it comes in, 
attend to the details.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
It’s time to wrap up the loose 
ends, even if the year isn’t exactly 
over yet. It’s a good day to clean 
up, connect with others or make 
imaginary plans for the coming 
year.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Review your budget. You’re more 
thrifty and conservative than 
usual. You and the rest of the 
world, that is. Don’t waste time 
fearing you’ll appear cheap.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Can you look back with a sense of 
achievement? Either way, put frayed 
and worn out plans to bed and start 
coming up with ones for the year to 
come. Start by getting organized, 
down to the small details.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
It’s a good time for socializing. In 
fact, the next two weeks are. But that 
nagging voice in your head just won’t 
let you stop trying to make money. 
Squeeze out whatever pennies are 
left in the year.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Can you bring yourself to part 
with your financial secrets? Even 
for a friend? You know what they 
say about teaching someone to 
fish. It’s time to do them the 
favor.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
It’s not business as usual but 
it’s just as boring. Whether it’s a 
warranty, a rebate amount or the 
terms of agreement, the details 
need to be covered.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Be thankful for modern 
conveniences. Your finances may 
make you grounded but you can still 
connect with others long distance, 
today and whenever else it counts.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You know it’s more about giving 
than receiving, but what you have 
in mind is really only helping 
others help themselves, and not in 
a good way. Makes sure it’s not to 
the trough.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Whether you or others have their 
minds on personal issues, it’s 
hard to get everyone on the same 
page. But business deals require 
someone to cover all the details, 
and that detail could fall on you.

  Aquarius Pisces
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SPORTS體育 19

Mark Schmetzer, Mason, Ohio

MArdy Fish sur-
prised even him-
self.

Fish opened the 
next-to-last tournament of his 
career with a convincing 6-2, 
6-2 victory over 20th-ranked 
Viktor Troicki in the first rou-
nd of the Western & Southern 
Open yesterday (Macau time).

"I was a little surprised at my 
level," Fish said. "I hadn't prac-
ticed a ton or particularly well 
for a little while. I was strug-
gling with my serve.

"A friend of mine came in a 
couple days and helped, but it 
was still sort of a struggle even 
yesterday to sort of find my ser-
ve and stuff. I was obviously 
real happy with the level."

Fish, a wild card who plans 
to retire after the U.S. Open, 
next faces second-ranked Andy 
Murray. It was Fish's first 
singles victory on tour since 
Aug. 18, 2013, against Evgeny 
Donskoy at Winston-Salem.

Two seeded players lost in the 
first round. Jerzy Janowicz sur-
prised 14th-seeded Gael Mon-
fils 6-4, 7-5, and Ivo Karlovic 
improved to 3-1 in his career 
against 10th-seeded Gilles Si-
mon with a 6-4, 6-7 (3), 6-3 win.

AThleTic Bilbao en-
ded a 31-year trophy 

drought with a 1-1 draw at 
Barcelona yesterday (Ma-
cau time), claiming the 
Spanish Super Cup with a 
5-1 aggregate victory over 
the reigning European 
champions.

After Bilbao's stunning 
4-0 win in Friday's first 
leg, Barcelona threatened 
a comeback when Lionel 
Messi put the hosts ahead 
a minute before halfti-
me. But their hopes of an 
improbable turnaround 
diminished when Gerard 
Pique earned a rash red 
card for screaming in the 
face of a line judge in the 
56th.

That helped Bilbao wi-
thstand the onslaught be-
fore Aritz Aduriz netted 
the equalizer in the 74th, 
adding to the striker's hat 

Mardy Fish celebrates his victory over Gilles Simon of France in the third round of play at the 2012 U.S. Open tennis tournament 
in New York

TennIS

Fish opens next-to-last tournament 
with upset of Troicki

Barcelona’s Lionel Messi, center, and Athletic Bilbao’s Benat 
Etxebarria, left, and Athletic Bilbao’s Ander Iturraspe challenge for 
the ball during the second leg Spanish Super Cup soccer match

fOOTBALL

Bilbao holds off Barcelona to win 
Super Cup 5-1 on aggregate

Jack Sock rolled to a 6-1, 6-2 
win over wild card Bjorn Fra-
tangelo, and Roberto Bautista 
Agut beat Pablo Cuevas 6-3, 6-4 
in two late matches.

The match between wild card 
Jared Donaldson and qualifier 
Nicolas Mahut was suspended 
because there were no lights 
on their court. Donaldson leads 
7-5, 6-7 (2), 4-1 in the third set.

Venus Williams had to wait 
out a rain delay of more than 
2 hours before beating Zarina 
Diyas 7-6 (6), 6-4.

Two women's qualifiers ad-
vanced in matches delayed 

twice by subsequent showers. 
Timea Babos outlasted Saman-
tha Stosur 7-6 (6), 4-6, 7-5, and 
Yaroslava Shvedova knocked 
off Wimbledon finalist Garbine 
Muguruza 6-4, 7-6 (0).

No. 12 seed Timea Bacsins-
zky also lost, falling to Madison 
Keys 6-4, 6-3 in a matchup of 
Wimbledon quarterfinalists.

Keys overcame 26 unforced 
errors — 17 in the first set — to 
advance.

"I didn't know I had that 
many, to be honest," she said. 
"The way I play my game, I'm 
always going to have more un-

forced errors, but I'm going to 
have more winners, too."

Play was interrupted three ti-
mes for a total delay of just un-
der three hours, according to 
tournament officials.

Fifteenth-seeded Andrea Pe-
tkovic moved on with a 6-4, 
6-2 win over qualifier Julia 
Goerges, and 14th-seeded Elina 
Svitolina shook off determined 
wild card Alison Riske 6-2, 4-6, 
6-0. Tsvelana Pironkova advan-
ced with a 7-5, 3-6, 6-1 win over 
qualifier Lucie Hradecka.

Irina-Carmelia Begu got past 
Alize Cornet 6-4, 6-4 in the last 

singles match of the night.
In other men's action Monday, 

No. 13 seed David Goffin rallied 
past qualifier Yen-Hsun Lu 5-7, 
6-3, 6-4. Joao Sousa defeated 
Philipp Kohlschreiber 6-2, 6-7 
(5), 6-2, and Bernard Tomic 
beat Sergiy Stakhovsky 6-4, 
6-3. Gilles Mueller eliminated 
lucky loser Benoit Paire 7-6 (5), 
7-6 (6), and Thomaz Bellucci 
topped Jiri Vesely 7-6 (5), 6-2.

In the last men's match of the 
day, qualifier Thanasi Kokki-
nakis rallied to beat Fabio Fog-
nini 4-6, 6-2, 6-3.

In more women's first-round 
play, Varvara Lepchenko ed-
ged Barbora Strycova 2-6, 7-5, 
7-6 (6), and Wimbledon quar-
terfinalist CoCo Vandeweghe 
cruised past qualifier Yulia Pu-
tintseva 7-5, 6-2. Jelena Janko-
vic advanced with a 4-6, 6-4, 
6-2 win over Madison Brengle, 
and Karin Knapp defeated Ana 
Konjuh 7-5, 6-2.

Vandeweghe met Putintse-
va for the first time since May 
2013, when Vandeweghe clai-
med on Twitter that Putintseva 
and her father insulted her after 
the match.

"The win speaks for itself," 
Vandeweghe said. "The scoreli-
ne speaks for itself. That's all I 
have to say." AP

trick on Friday.
Bilbao also finished with 

10 men after Kike Sola 
was sent off in the 86th 
for a challenge on Javier 
Mascherano.

Bilbao won its last tit-
le in 1984, when it beat 
Barcelona 1-0 in the Copa 
del Rey final to complete 
a double of cup and lea-
gue trophies. The Super 
Cup traditionally pits last 
season's league winners 
against the cup champion 
— but since Barcelona 
won both, Bilbao played 
courtesy of its runner-up 
finish in the Copa del Rey.

"We have been waiting 
for this for a long time," 
said Bilbao coach Er-
nesto Valverde. "Gene-
rations of players have 
passed through Athletic 
since those league and 
cup titles of the 1980s. 

We knew it would arrive 
eventually."

The result means Barce-
lona can't match the six 
titles it won in a single 
calendar year under Pep 
Guardiola in 2009. Last 
week, Barcelona won the 
UEFA Super Cup after 
completing a rare treble 
of the Champions League, 
Spanish League and Copa 
del Rey last season, and it 
will play in the Club Wor-
ld Cup in December.

Luis Enrique's Barcelo-
na won't have to wait long 
to try and avenge the de-
feat. His side travels back 
to Bilbao to start their de-
fense of the Spanish lea-
gue title on Sunday.

After losing to Barcelo-
na's collection of interna-
tional stars in three Copa 
del Rey finals since 2009, 
the win is quite an achie-

vement for a club that 
only fields homegrown 
players from the northern 
Basque Country or nei-
ghboring territories.

And its players savo-
red the moment with the 
smattering of fans wea-
ring their red-and-whi-
te shirts after the final 
whistle.

"This makes up for tho-
se finals we lost to Barca," 
said Valverde. "It isn't a 
league or a cup, but this 
has an enormous value 
for us. There will no bet-
ter place than Bilbao for a 
party tonight."

With its pride stung 
and nothing to lose, Bar-
celona showed the verve 
it lacked from the first 
leg right from the start. 
But missed chances 
and bad tempers soon 
quashed any slim hopes 

of a comeback.
"I saw a very good Bilbao 

side, and we were seeing 
a very good final until Ge-
rard was sent off," Luis 
Enrique said.

Pedro Rodriguez had 
Barcelona's first chance 
when he blasted the ball 
high from close range. 
Moments later, Pique 
began his frequent in-
cursions into attack and 
smashed the ball off the 
bar in the sixth minute.

The Camp Nou crowd 
finally erupted when 
Messi broke through just 
before the break after 

Luis Suarez chested Ivan 
Rakitic's cross down for 
the forward to poke past 
goalie Gorka Iraizoz.

But instead of unsettling 
Bilbao, it was Barcelona 
that came undone. The 
team paid dearly for Pi-
que's outburst at the line 
judge for what the Spain 
defender thought was 
an offside situation that 
wasn't flagged.

Aduriz sealed the result 
against the undermanned 
back line when he was left 
unmarked and with enou-
gh time to put his own re-
bound. AP
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Teens’ e-cigareTTe use linked 
wiTh laTer smoking

A study at 10 Los Angeles high schools links 
e-cigarettes with later tobacco use.

University of Southern California resear-
chers found that 14-year-olds who’d ever 
tried e-cigarettes were more likely than 
others to later try other tobacco products. 

The study doesn’t prove that electronic 
cigarettes are a “gateway drug” but some 
doctors say it bolsters arguments that the 

devices need to be strictly regulated. The 
government-funded study was published in 
yesterday’s Journal of the American Medical 
Association.

National data show e-cigarettes have beco-
me more popular among teens than regular 
cigarettes. The Food and Drug Administra-
tion has proposed rules that would ban the 
sale of electronic cigarettes to minors.

10-30
Good

The Museum of the Bi-
ble, now under cons-

truction in Washington, 
will feature ancient arti-
facts and treasures from 
the Holy Land under a 
new deal with the Israel 
Antiquities Authority.

An agreement announced 
yesterday will bring a selec-
tion of artifacts excavated 
in Israel to be displayed in 
a top-floor gallery at the Bi-
ble museum. The new mu-
seum is set to open near the 
National Mall in the heart 
of the capital in 2017.

Officials say the specific 
artifacts to be displayed 
haven’t been settled. In 
1993, the Israel Antiqui-

Bible Museum to display 
artifacts from Holy Land 
under deal

ties Authority exhibited 
the Dead Sea Scrolls in 
the Library of Congress in 
Washington.

The Museum of the Bible 
already holds a collection 
of rare biblical texts and 
artifacts. There are cunei-
form tablets dating to the 
time of Abraham, Torah 
scrolls and rare printed 
Bibles, bought in 2009 by 
an American family.

According to the museum 
website, “When the Green 
family, founders of U.S. 
retail chain Hobby Lobby 
Stores, Inc., purchased 
their first biblical artifact 
in November 2009, they 
never expected to assemb-

20-40
Good

20-40
Good

opinion

Tehran and a Tale 
of The Topsy Turvy

Like the oil wells this pariah Persian state is most 
dependent on, Iran’s population erupted in spon-
taneous celebrations last month following the sig-
ning of the long-awaited nuclear accord. With the 
US media reaction critical or ambivalent at best, 
most foreign coverage has more skewedly focused 
on the defiant Israeli reaction and Republican con-
gress members threatening to vote the deal down. 
Strangely it’s almost been a side thought that the 
real beneficiaries of the landmark deal will actually 
be ordinary Iranians. The country has been suffe-
ring from the pain of sanctions that have flattened 
the economy and caused snowballing unemploy-
ment. And the new accord offers its population 
hope more than anything for the future.

In a weekend op-ed piece for the New York Times, 
Iranian author Hooman Majid most eloquently rein-
forced this point when he put it that “what Iranians 
were celebrating on the evening of July 14 was 
their version of the storming of the Bastille — a 
potential break with an order that included sanc-
tions, isolation, vilification of their country, and, 
more importantly, their own 36 years of struggle 
for normalcy”. 

What most young Iranians are more interested in 
now is an end to isolation, a re-joining of the world 
economy, job prospects and finally being able to 
travel. People see the return of foreign firms as 
a key outcome from the deal, and the country’s 
domestic oil and gas sector, carpet and pistachio 
producers are all anticipating a boost in exports 
as sanctions are lifted in the months ahead. A key 
question now though will be whether hardliners on 
both sides will accept the deal. Some in the Iranian 
parliament and the powerful Revolutionary Guards 
have criticised the agreement, but they are not ex-
pected to derail it. If anything, US hawks will be the 
ones to do so, leaving Obama with a massive loss 
of credibility, not to mention face.

And what about the international repercussions? 
In a geopolitical sense, the nuke pact goes to show 
that old Cold War thinking no longer cuts it. Eviden-
ce of the shift in dynamics can already be seen by 
Obama’s renormalisation of ties with communist 
Cuba. To great fanfare on Saturday, the US flag 
was re-hoisted over its newly reinstated embassy, 
proof that there are bigger fish to fry in the grand 
scheme of things. In an increasingly topsy-turvy 
global landscape, the threat Tehran’s ayatollahs 
once held likewise pales in comparison to the cur-
rent regional challenge ISIS poses. In the great 
post-Cold War rejig, Iran is now a necessary ally 
in a Middle East threatened by 21st century jihad.

Iranian Vice-President Masumeh Ebtekar, 
speaking to the BBC’s Kim Ghattas during a 
weeklong assignment in Iran, told the broadcaster 
yesterday that her country hoped to regain the trust 
of neighbouring states and co-operate to counter 
extremist groups. “We hope to be able to restore 
that trust working with different regional states to 
be able to stand firm against extremism, against 
terrorism, against Da’esh which is a terrible pheno-
menon,” she added, using a pejorative term for IS 
based on the acronym of the group’s former name 
in Arabic.

Likewise, in an attempt aimed at stymying fur-
ther Islamic State gains, the nuclear detente has 
additionally led to renewed diplomatic attempts to 
realise some sort of breakthrough in Syria. Last 
week Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov met 
with members of the Syrian opposition, while his 
Iranian counterpart Mohammad Javad Zarif was in 
Damascus to discuss ways of ending the war with 
Assad. As a regional heavyweight, no solution is 
possible without the Islamic Republic’s say-so, and 
getting the Iranians to play nuclear ball now seems 
to be bearing additional diplomatic fruit.

Finally, and most paradoxically of all though, a 
rabble of brainwashed social-media savvy suici-
de bombers may have just prompted the biggest 
international rapprochement since the fall of the 
Berlin Wall. My enemy’s enemy is my friend, as the 
old saying goes, and the jihadists in the desert are 
probably kicking themselves now as a result. #Epic 
fail as those on Twitter would say.

Artifacts
Vanessa Moore

AuStRALIA’s beleaguered 
prime minister faces a 
political test next month, 
with an opinion poll 
showing his center-right 
party faces a large swing 
against it in a by-election 
in the nation’s most 
conservative state. 

PAKIStAN gunmen riding 
on a motorcycle open fire 
in the southern port city of 
karachi, seriously wounding 
a senior leader of a political 
party and killing his driver.

INDIA Suspected rebels 
open fire at a police post 
in the Indian-controlled 
portion of kashmir, killing 
a police constable and a 
civilian. 

tuRKEy Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip erdogan 
appears a shadow of his 
former self after his party 
suffered major losses in 
June elections — embattled 
and no longer in control of 
his political fate.

uSA faced with escalating 
aggression from Russia 
and China, the Pentagon 
is planning to increase its 
use of drones by about 50 
percent over the next several 
years, using the u.S. Army 
and civilian contractors to 
put more of the unmanned 
aircraft in the air.

NoRwAy’s uSD870 
billion sovereign wealth 
fund has excluded 
four Asian companies 
over environmental 
concerns linked to 
their palm oil activities 
in Indonesia. Acting 
on a recommendation 
from its ethical council, 
norway’s central bank 
on Monday said the fund 
would divest from South 
korean steelmaker Posco, 
its subsidiary Daewoo 
International Corp. and 
Malaysian companies 
genting Berhad and IJM 
Corporation Berhad. The 
council said the companies 
may be responsible for 
environmental damage 
linked to the conversion of 
tropical forests into oil palm 
plantations in Indonesia.

ZIMBABwE has charged 
a man on whose land the 
well-known Cecil the lion 
was shot by American 
dentist Walter James 
Palmer in July. Charges 
have not been filed 
against Palmer, according 
to prosecutors, while in 
Minnesota the dentist has 
reopened his practice. 
Prosecutors yesterday 
accused Honest ndlovu, 
whose property is near the 
vast Hwange national Park 
in western Zimbabwe, of 
allowing an illegal hunt on 
his land.

le in only a few years what 
is now one of the world’s 
largest private collections 
of rare biblical texts, ob-
jects, and artifacts. 

Known as the Green Col-
lection, the compilation 
of around 40,000 objects 
includes some of the ra-
rest and most significant 
biblical texts and artifac-
ts ever assembled under 
one roof. Highlights of 
the Green Collection in-
clude cuneiform tablets 
dating from the time of 
Abraham, Dead Sea Scroll 
fragments, biblical papyri 
and manuscripts, Torah 
scrolls, and rare printed 
Bibles. MDT/Agencies

J Lo & Pitbull.  Jennifer Lopez and Pitbull will headline the iHeartRadio Fiesta Latina concert in Miami 
this November, which will be streamed live online. Other performers joining Lopez and Pitbull at the 

AmericanAirlines Arena in Miami include Don Omar, Wisin, Prince Royce, Marco Antonio Solis, Camila, 
Becky G., Fonseca and Voz de Mando. The Nov. 7 event will be streamed live on Yahoo Live. 

Matt Sayles/Invision/AP, File dEcisiVE mOmENT
tHE

Glass vessels, Burial Tomb cave Akeldama, Jerusalem, early Roman Period


