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LIGHT RAIL: CITIZENS FAVOR FIRST SEAC PAI
VAN ROUTE PROPOSAL

According to the blueprint, the line will run through
the Lotus checkpoint, then along the west
entrance of the Islands District Health Services,
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Digital information management
could help diversify the local
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USA The National Zoo in
Washington says its adult
female panda has had twins.
The first cub was born
Saturday at 5:35 p.m. and
the zoo said on Twitter that
a second was born at 10:07
p.m. The zoo has said both
cubs appear healthy. If the
cubs survive, they would

be the 17-year-old panda’s
third and fourth surviving
offspring. Mei Xiang’s

first cub, Tai Shan, was

born in 2005 and returned

to China in 2010. Her second
cub, Bao Bao, turned
2-years-old yesterday and
still lives at the zoo.

NEPAL has opened Mount
Everest to climbers for

the first time since an
earthquake-triggered
avalanche in April killed 19
mountaineers and ended
the popular spring climbing
season. Japanese climber
Nobukazu Kuriki will be the
first to attempt to scale the
world’s highest peak since
the quake. Nepal’s tourism
minister, Kripasur Sherpa,
gave Kuriki his climbing
permit at a ceremony in
Kathmandu yesterday.
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Information management
key to diversification of local

economy, says professor

Catarina Pinto

IGITAL information ma-

nagement could help di-
versify the local economy, said
Xue Huacheng, a professor at
the Macau University of Scien-
ce and Technology (MUST), at
Friday’s 21st Cross-Strait Con-
ference on Information Ma-
nagement Development and
Strategy.

Speaking on the sidelines of
the conference — hosted by
MUST and attended by exper-
ts from mainland China, Hong
Kong, Macau and Taiwan —
Professor Huacheng urged the
government to implement po-
licies to advance information
management in key industries.

He stated that digital infor-
mation is not limited by the
constraints of time or space,
and hinted that information
management could be parti-
cularly useful for Macau, given
the territory’s limited resour-
ces.

“I believe that the develop-
ment of the information ma-
nagement industry is the only
way to economic diversifica-
tion. Macau is very small and

Professor Xue Huacheng

has limited human resources,”
he said, stressing that the city’s
key industries could benefit
from the development of IT in-
frastructure.

“Industries like tourism,
food and beverage, and edu-
cation could develop so much
faster [with] information tech-
nology.”

The role of Macau’s govern-
ment in developing the infor-
mation technology industry is
equally important, he pointed
out.

Professor Huacheng, who is
also the dean of MUST’s Fa-

dd
Development
of information
management
industry is
the only way
to economic
diversification

PROF. XUE HUACHENG
MUST

culty of Management and Ad-
ministration, said that policies
should be implemented in or-
der to ensure the MSAR’s sus-
tainable development.

“In order to build a good in-
formation infrastructure in
Macau, we need both govern-
mental and non-governmen-
tal cooperation. In order to
encourage the development of
advanced applications, science
and technology parks could be
established,” he said.

MUST president Liu Liang
reiterated that information te-
chnology is the key to overco-
ming the city’s limitations.

“The development of infor-
mation technology is likely to
help Macau overcome the li-
mitations caused by the lack of
land and labor resources, and
explore a path of diversified
economic development based
on advanced applications and
modern information techno-
logy,” he said in his speech at
the conference’s opening cere-
mony.

National Taiwan University
professor Chang-Sung Yu, who
also attended the conference,
told The Times that informa-
tion technology has inspired
many young graduates to de-
velop start-up companies whi-
le still attending university.

“We have a new generation of
students in Taiwan and many
run their own businesses. Whi-
le they’re in school, they don’t
have to quit like Bill Gates or
many others. By using infor-
mation technology, they can
attend university while still
building their businesses.”

LIGHT RAIL

Citizens favor first Seac
Pai Van route proposal

UBLIC opinions ga-
thered by the Trans-
portation Infrastructure
Office (GIT) last January
indicate that the autho-
rities’ first scheme for
the future Light Railway
Transit (LRT) route in
Seac Pai Van is the most
popular among locals,
according to a GIT state-
ment released yesterday.
As per the suggested
blueprint, the transit
initially operates throu-
gh the Lotus checkpoint,
then along the west en-
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trance of the Islands
District Health Services
Complex before reaching
the final station in the
Estrada De Seac Pai Van.
The majority of the
3,248 views collected
through the 45-day public
consultation favor the
scheme for its straight-
forwardness and minimal
environmental  impact
on the neighborhood, as
compared to the other
two suggestions, where
stops are set squarely at
the second public hospi-

Timeé

tal’s main entrance and
within another public
housing complex.

However, the consulta-
tion’s other major topic
— whether the public
transport network shou-
Id extend into Coloane
— did not receive many
comments.

After the authorities’
consolidation, up to 2,938
written opinions received
during the public con-
sultation raised 16 other
course suggestions, whi-
ch involve routes connec-

ting the prospective the-
me park in Cotai with the
Macau East Asian Games
Dome, and others con-
necting the University of
Macau’s campus with the
Hengqin port.

The officials claimed
in the statement that
the suggested alterna-
tives posed “technical
challenges” with regard
to Macau’s infrastructu-
re, and were most likely
unfeasible due to “com-
plicated environmental
and planning constrain-
ts” and “less efficiency in
operation.”

The government will
launch a study into the
first scheme in the next
phase. The results of the
public consultation are
available for viewing at
the office. Staff reporter
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Catarina Pinto

O Iat Seng, president
of Macau’s Legislati-
ve Assembly (AL), has
stated that he simply
followed the AL’s Rules of Pro-
cedure when rejecting a motion
by pro-democracy lawmakers Ng
Kuok Cheong and Au Kam San,
which was aimed at launching a
public hearing regarding 16 idle
plots of land that the government
has declared it will not recover.

President Ho met reporters
on Friday to share his insights
on the AL’s performance throu-
ghout the second legislative ses-
sion, which ended on August 15.

Asked whether links between
some lawmakers and the plots
of land in question had impacted
his decision to reject the motion,
Mr Ho stressed once more that
Ng Kuok Cheong and Au Kam
San’s request failed to meet pu-
blic hearing requirements under
Macau’s Basic Law.

“Rules on public hearings have
[recently] been amended, and ar-
ticle number 71 of Macau’s Basic
Law now applies to the AL’s Ru-
les of Procedure. Therefore, [this
article] sets out the mechanisms.
When I, the AL president, found
that not all procedures under the
AL’s Rules of Procedure were

PUBLIC HEARING ON IDLE PLOTS

Ho lat Seng says he followed
Rules of Procedure

met, I could only reject [their re-
quest],” he concluded.

Lawmakers Au Kam San and
Ng Kuok Cheong submitted a
motion requesting the launch of
a public hearing, which would
have called on government offi-
cials to explain why 16 idle plots
of land had been excluded from
the administration’s recovery
list.

Ho Iat Seng denied the

lawmakers’ motion, arguing that
their request did not comply with
the Basic Law. He added that he
believes the AL has no grounds
on which to hold the proposed
public hearing.

On Friday, the AL’s president
recalled that the lawmakers had
filed an appeal with the Standing
Committee on Rules and Man-
dates. They will also be able to
appeal to the plenary and take

AL president issues warning over
associations’ spending

S Macau entered an adjustment phase
with regard to the decline of gaming re-
venue over the past 14 months, AL president
Ho Iat Seng stated that there is a limit to the
number of areas where the government can

make cuts.

He suggested that associations such as the
Macao Foundation should consider channe-
ling more funds into social responsibility pro-

jects to help those in need.

“The Macao Foundation [receives large fun-
ding grants]. So it may need to work with ins-
titutions on social responsibility (...) Further-
more, not all meetings [organized by govern-
ment entities] need to be held in hotels, when
meetings could be hosted at public facilities.”

Mr Ho said that caution in public spending

should not only apply to economic downturns,
but that governments should strive to always
exercise prudence in public spending.

He recalled, however, that there are areas that
the authorities should not cut. These inclu-

de education and services provided to handi-

capped citizens, as well as other social policies.
The government is currently working on a
new draft of the Budget Framework Law, whi-

ch will reinforce the AL’s power to oversee

the administration’s work. On Friday, Mr Ho
announced that under the revised legislation,
they will request the government to present
the previous year’s budget execution reports
by May instead of October.

This will enable the AL to supervise Macau’s
budget more carefully.

their motion to a vote.

“We are not against anyone or
[against debating] any subject.
We are simply following the AL’s
Rules of Procedure. The AL pre-
sident is not entitled to prevent
any matters from being discus-
sed. But there are principles that
need to be observed,” he added.

President Ho acknowledged
that Macau’s government fai-
led to provide the AL with com-
prehensive information on the
idle plots of land: “Information
was not provided in great detail.
I do hope the government can
provide further clarification on
the matter (...) and explain what
still needs to be solved. Without
information, we can’t follow up
on the case,” he warned.

He reiterated that the Secretary
for Transport and Public Works,
Raimundo do Rosério, has pled-
ged to provide the AL with fur-
ther information on land deals
at the beginning of the coming
legislative session, starting Oc-
tober 16.

The government has been
working on recovering unused
land. It recently announced that
at least a third of 48 idle plots,
which were not properly utilized
by leaseholders, could not be re-
covered.

The Commission Against Cor-
ruption (CCAC) has launched
a probe into the deals for the 16
land plots.

Ho Iat Seng on Friday presen-
ted a report on the AL’s second
legislative session activities, re-
calling that a total of 14 bills have
been passed by lawmakers. Six
bills tabled by lawmaker Couti-
nho were vetoed.

Ho said that a total of seven
bills are still under assessment
by respective AL Standing Com-

HO STRESSES

‘LOYALTY’ TO PRC

THE LEGISLATIVE Assem-
bly President Ho Iat Seng has
said that he could not com-
ment on lawmaker José Pereira
Coutinho’s intention to run for
the Portuguese Parliament,
dubbing it “a diplomatic mat-
ter.” He recalled, however, that
lawmakers serving in the AL
swear an oath of loyalty to the
People’s Republic of China.
“He’s the one running [for Por-
tuguese Parliament], I cannot
comment further. There’s no
regulation in Macau [prevent-
ing him from running]. He’s
the one who needs to evaluate
[his candidacy],” he said.
Lawmaker Coutinho recently
revealed that he would con-
sider running for Parliament in
the country’s general elections.

mittees, including controversial
pieces of legislation regulating
animal protection, the smoking
ban, and medical malpractice.

The average AL plenary atten-
dance rate stood at 95.5 per-
cent, while the attendance rate
of Standing Committee mee-
tings was set at 86.3 percent.
Lawmaker Victor Kwan, a mem-
ber of two committees, attended
only one meeting of each com-
mittee in a total of 26 meetin-
gs — the lowest attendance rate
among lawmakers this legislative
session.

The number of spoken and wri-
tten enquiries increased over the
previous legislative session, with
a total of 127 spoken enquiries
delivered and 687 written enqui-
ries submitted.

Mainland, Macau ink pact to fight money laundering

E central bank said it

has signed a pact with

the financial regulators of

Macau on anti-money lau-
ndering cooperation.

A memorandum of un-
derstanding to “prevent
money laundering and
terrorist financing acti-
vities” was signed with
the Monetary Authority
(AMCM), according to a
statement on the websi-
te of the People’s Bank of
China (PBOC). Both sides
will strengthen informa-
tion sharing, personnel
exchanges and training,
as well as cooperation on

inspections, the state-run
Xinhua news agency re-
ported late on Friday.

No specific measures
were outlined in the sta-
tement. The PBOC said
the agreement is of “great
significance” as it will
promote  Beijing-Macau
cooperation and improve
the implementation of su-
ggestions by the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF),
a global anti-money laun-
dering body.

According to yesterday’s
Sunday Morning Post, “the
lack of detail and the fact
that there was no parallel

announcement by the Ma-
cau Monetary Authority or
the city’s anti-money laun-
dering unit has prompted
concern over what the deal
could mean for the auto-
nomy of China’s only other
Special Administrative Re-
gion.”

Sources quoted by the pa-
per fear similar moves mi-
ght be considered for Hong
Kong. One finance indus-
try insider told the Sunday
Morning Post: “Although
we don’t have all the de-
tails, taken in the context
of what has gone on over
the past year or so, the pro-

blem here seems not to be
about taking away power
from Macau bodies but
rather giving the Chinese
authorities unhindered ac-
cess to information.”

A lawyer in Macau also
raised concerns over the
legitimacy of the handing
over “sensitive personal
information” by the Mo-
netary Authority to the
Chinese central bank. “For
starters, the AMCM is the
entity that gathers infor-
mation from the banks and
other financial operators
and regulates the sector;
it’s not in its attributes the

handing over of personal,
banking accounts, infor-
mation,” Sérgio de Almei-
da Correia told the Times
yesterday.

“It’'s important to know
more details about the
MoU. For instance, if it
applies to residents and/
or non-residents.” In Mr
Correia’s opinion AMCM
cannot hand over residen-
ts’ personal data to an alien
entity without the “au-
thorization of the MSAR
government, namely the
Office for Personal Data
Protection, and even the
Legislative Assembly.”

The lawyer also found
“strange” the fact that the
pact was unilaterally dis-
closed by the PBOC and
“not simultaneously by the
two parties, as is usual in
these cases.”

“On the other hand, one
should ask the Monetary
Authority if they are sig-
ning pacts of this nature
with other jurisdictions’
counterparts, like, for
example, the Federal Re-
serve in the U.S. giving
[information about] the
American gaming opera-
tions here,” Sérgio Correia
said. PC
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HK college student
caught smuggling drugs

= =

Hong Kong university stu-
dent was arrested by the
Judiciary Police (PJ) yesterday
afternoon at the Outer Har-
bour Ferry Terminal, following
his attempt to smuggle cocaine
from the Philippines through
the territory into the neighbo-
ring special administrative re-
gion.
According to the PJ autho-
rities, who received an early

AD

The suspect was arreed yesterday at the Macau Ferry Terminal

tip-off from an anonymous
source, the 20-year-old sus-
pect took a flight to Manila
last Friday through Macau and
arrived in the city with 1kg of
cocaine, at a market value of
HKD 3 million, stashed inside
his sneakers. He was finally
intercepted at the pier by the
investigators, who had tailed
him since his arrival at the air-
port at 3:30 pm.

Their initial investigation su-
ggested that it was the second
time that the student had com-
mitted the crime. The suspect
had been approached by a drug
ring through his friend, and
was offered HKD 10,000 as re-
muneration for each gig.

The PJ is currently investiga-
ting whether Hong Kong was
the smuggler’s final destina-
tion. Staff reporter

PHOTO ARCHIVE

Two commit arson at
Fai Chi Kei McDonald’s

OLICE authorities initiated an investigation

after the manager of the McDonald’s in Fai Chi
Kei reported an incident of arson on the fast food
chain’s premises yesterday morning.

The fire, which was discovered and extinguished
by the staff at around 6:00 am in the playground
zone on the first floor of the restaurant, caused no
casualties, but damaged the steps of a ladder. A
few burnt pieces of advertising paper were found
on nearby trays.

Examination of the closed-circuit camera feed re-
vealed that two men had approached the area with
napkins and set the facility ablaze before fleeing
the scene. Their motives are unknown and the po-
lice are investigating the incident.
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HE city has witnessed a sig-
nificant rise in gaming-rela-
ted crime over the past quarter,
acknowledged the Secretary
for Security, Wong Sio Chak.
While announcing the police’s
latest crime statistics last Fri-
day, Wong said that this year’s
gaming-related criminal cases
had surged to 679 cases, up 34.5
percent from the previous year.
Amongst these, the Secretary
warned that criminal cases in-
volving unlawful detention
and loan sharking have increa-
sed between March and June.
During the first half of this year,
a total of 170 unlawful detention
cases were recorded, reflecting
a 112.5 percent increase year-on
-year. The surge in illegal deten-
tions also drove violent crimes
up by 3 percent to 410, while

FEWER ILLEGAL
MIGRANTS THAN

LAST YEAR

THE FIRST six months saw a
year-on-year plunge in illegal
entry and over-staying of visas,
reducing the crimes to 16,720
cases. However, cases of decoy-
ing, assisting, accommodating
and employing illegal immi-
grants rose by 8.9 percent to
257 cases.

CRIME STATS

Sharp rise in gaming-related
offenses in first hal

Secretary Wong (center) highlights cases of unlawful detention and loan sharking

usury cases increased by 39.1
percent to 153.

Despite the growth, Wong be-
lieves that “so far there hasn’t
been enough evidence to show
the adjustment in the gaming
industry has [negatively affec-
ted] Macau’s public security.”
He explained the police’s proac-
tive enforcement actions have
led to more crackdowns on tho-
se crimes, and that victims and

suspects were mostly not local
residents.

“73 and 54 percent of [the res-
pective] types of criminal cases
were opened as the police proac-
tively launched enforcement ac-
tions; most of those cases occur-
red inside casinos, which means
these crimes haven’t affected the
public security outside casinos,”
he stated, adding that the police
have received no triad-related

alerts brought about by the in-
dustry downturn.

Wong also noted a decline in
other violent cases that directly
or severely affected social public
security. There were no serious
violent crimes of murder, kid-
napping or triad-related crimes;
the recorded number of crime
groups remained at 6, with all
being busted; and 12 out of the
13 arson cases — although almost
double the number of cases the
previous year — were revealed to
be unrelated to triads or casino
interests.

Nevertheless, the Secretary
stressed that security authorities
will “stay on high alert and clo-
sely monitor the situations so as
to prevent incidents from occur-
ring.” He pledged to “continue
watching closely the possible im-
pact of the gaming industry ad-
justment on public security, and
deploy effective crackdown ope-
rations targeting the dynamics
and trends in criminal activities.”

The first half of this year also
witnessed a slight decrease in

the number of overall crime ca-
ses, down by 0.9 percent year-
on-year to 7,025.

“Crimes jeopardizing the ter-
ritory”, which include offen-
ses against the authorities and
obstruction of justice, rose 37.5
percent to 583 cases. Of these,
instances of disobedience and
false declaration saw a respecti-
ve increase of 44.6 percent and
33.7 percent.

Moreover, the authorities pro-
secuted a total of 3,037 cases
of taxi irregularities during the
first six months of this year,
whereas the number recorded
in the same period a year earlier
was merely 539.

On the other hand, the police
recorded significant declines in
the incidences of drug-selling
and drug abuse, with the former
down by 33.9 percent whilst the
latter was halved. Additionally,
cases of identity theft and sub-
sequent usage dropped by 39.3
percent, whereas counterfeit
currency cases fell by 55.4 per-
cent. BY
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IPM vows to strengthen Sino-Luso
language and trade programs

Brook Yang

THE Macao Polytechnic Insti-
tute (IPM) has welcomed some

800 freshmen for its summer se-
mester, a sizeable cohort that sur-
prised recruiters amid declining
numbers of local high school gra-
duates.

The school’s president Lei Heong
Iok told the media after last week’s
New Year commencement that
“this year’s enrollment situation is
ideal, as the number of local stu-
dents applying to the IPM — which
was expected to decline — increased
instead.” An overwhelming 2,000-
odd qualified applicants from the
mainland competed for 120 admis-
sion placements, whilst over 60 in-
ternational students joined the ins-
titution though exchange programs
from abroad.

The new semester also marks the
arrival of a batch of some 20 stu-
dents of the IPM’s inaugural degree
program in Sino-Luso Economy
and Trade, where they will study
both Portuguese language and tra-

Portugal, Brazil
and the African
countries,

as well as

the United
States, have

all requested
to send more
students here

DR LEI HEONG IOK
IPM PRESIDENT

HEALTHCARE, SOCIAL SERVICES AND TRAVEL SAFETY

Dr Lei Heong lok

de courses.

Professor Lei revealed that Por-
tuguese language studies are a top
choice for applicants. New pro-
grams will be rolled out in order to
strengthen the Institute’s research
and coursework strengths, inclu-
ding bachelor’s degree courses in
Chinese language and culture for
Portuguese speakers.

“We are preparing a tailor-made
program for them; this will be ano-
ther key course aimed at facilita-
ting exchanges between China and
Lusophone countries. The IPM is
almost ready and will soon submit
a proposal to the government for
consideration,” he told the Times.

Lei revealed that the institution
has no plans to expand the enroll-
ment of regular students next year,
but will gradually increase its intake
of exchange students, especially

Top elderly concerns

those from Portuguese-speaking
countries.

“Portugal, Brazil and the African
countries, as well as the United Sta-
tes, have all requested to send more
students to study here. But due to
limited dormitory spaces, we are
currently unable to receive more
exchange students,” he said. “If we
can start using the dormitory bui-
Iding in the University of Macau’s
previous Taipa campus next year,
I believe there will be a big impro-
vement; we hope to increase the
number of students from Lusopho-
ne countries from some 40 to 100.”

The IPM was allocated a total of
five buildings at the Taipa campus,
which are expected to be converted
into an educational base for cultu-
ral and creative industries in the
next academic year. In addition, the
president said the Institute will also
relocate its Portuguese language
center to the Taipa campus, as well
as strengthening its gaming-related
courses and training sessions.

“We've already run out of space
on our current campus [in NAPE]
and we've been renting several pre-
mises outside to run the classes.
With new buildings on the Taipa
campus, we will designate the spa-
ce to suit the IPM’s long-term deve-
lopment,” he said.

As for the tertiary institution’s
eventual upgrade to university sta-
tus, Lei said “It’s only a matter of
changing the name, which now no
longer seems important.”

“What’s important is whether this
institution has the academic stren-
gth of a university, gains recogni-
tion from the outside world, and
maintains its reputation as an edu-
cational institution. Having passed
the review of the UK’s Quality As-
surance Agency for Higher Educa-
tion, I think we are no longer con-
cerned with this matter,” he added.

RENATO MARQUES
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UM WELCOMES NEARLY 2,000 NEW STUDENTS
Rector Wei stresses the
importance of living a
moral life

Rector Wei Zhao

HE University of Macau (UM) last week held its

annual convocation for the 2015/2016 academic
year for nearly 2,000 new undergraduates and pos-
tgraduates at the UM Sports Complex. Rector Wei
Zhao expressed his expectations for the students,
stressing “the importance of honesty and living a mo-
ral life,” according to an official press release.

Rector Zhao said at the convocation that going to
college is one of the most exciting things in one’s life
and he was “excited that UM will become a new home
for the students.”

Prof. Wei noted “that a university is a place to acqui-
re new knowledge and develop new skills, but more
importantly, it is also a place to enrich one’s moral
life. He also encouraged the students to have a heart
of love, be honest and to observe the Three Principles
(Love China, Love Macau, and Love the University of
Macau).”

Jones Chong, a distinguished alumnus of UM, was
invited to the convocation to share his experiences as
a former student, the note read. Chong said that “had
it not been for the four years at UM, which allowed
him to follow his interests and passions, he probably
would not have started a business in the first place,
and the thriving music scene in Macau probably wou-
1d not have been possible either.”

system would be estab-
lished for a comprehensive
annual review of the poli-
¢y implementation, which
will include conclusions,
assessments and specific

Brook Yang

E Social Welfare
Bureau (IAS) last Fri-
day concluded its final
public briefing session for
the consultation on estab-
lishing a Support System
for the Aged in the second
quarter of next year. Ha-
ving drafted and presen-
ted the framework of the
system and received the
community’s  feedback,
the bureau’s president Mr.
Iong Kong Io noted that is-
sues of medical and social
services, as well as travel
safety, have topped the list
of public concerns regar-

ding the construction of a
comprehensive system.

On the last public ses-
sion held at the Kiang Wu
Hospital, participants hi-
ghlighted several existing
issues troubling elderly
residents, including the in-
sufficient medical care and
services in elderly care fa-
cilities, inadequate guidan-
ce for domestic caregivers,
a lack of attention to elder-
ly people living alone, and
barriers preventing retired
workers from accessing
their right to social partici-
pation.

Lawmaker Chan Iek Lap
from the medical sector

— amongst other partici-
pants — noted that nursing
staff at elderly care homes
often lack full medical
knowledge, resulting in
repeated or unnecessary
hospital trips for the aged
residents. He thus urged
the government to better
regulate the homes in or-
der to improve the overall
quality of service.

Other participants sug-
gested that the authori-
ties should not place the
pressure of looking after
the elderly sorely on me-
dical institutions and care
homes, but should pro-
mote a caring society and

offer specialized training
courses for families and
domestic helpers to learn
how to care for elderly fa-
mily members.

Iong responded that the

authorities are paying
great attention to these
areas and that the resear-
ch group would carefully
analyze the opinions and
suggestions. He pledged to
constantly optimize futu-

re action plans to address
Macau’s rapidly aging so-
ciety, adding that specific
work and policies would be
implemented shortly after
the system has been offi-
cially set up.

He stressed that “ten
years [is] not a short pe-
riod, but the government
will set the plans in motion
as soon as possible.” He
added that a supervisory

plans for future services.

“The action plan of el-
derly services jointly pro-
posed by 13 departments
basically attends to senior
citizens’ demands in diffe-
rent aspects, which cover
healthcare, social security,
protection of rights, social
participation, and living
environment. Most elderly
citizens that participated
in the briefing sessions
expressed approval of the
framework,” he told the
media, adding that resi-
dents can still submit opi-
nions during the consulta-
tion period, which ends on
September 15.
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SANDS LAUNCHES EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY
‘CRAZY RATE’ ROOM OFFERS
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To celebrate the eighth anniversary of Sands Resor-
ts Cotai Strip Macao and The Venetian Macao, gues-
ts can participate in the first-ever flash sale with rates
starting at MOP88 on a limited number of guestrooms.
The offer represents savings of up to 90 percent on
rooms at six Sands Resorts hotels during the “Crazy
Rate” promotion. The deal will only be available via
the official website while details of the offers will be re-
leased through the hotel’s official website and social
media channels.

From today until Wednesday, guests will be able to
book rooms for stays between Aug. 28, 2015 and Feb.
7, 2016 at discounted rates at The Venetian Macao;
Four Seasons Hotel Macao; Conrad Macao, Cotai
Central; Sheraton Macao Hotel, Cotai Central; Holiday
Inn Macao, Cotai Central; and Sands Macao as part of
the “Crazy Rate” promotion. Details of each offer will
be made available via the official websites of Sands
Resorts Macao, The Venetian Macao and Sands Cotai
Central from 9 a.m. today; bookings can be made until
11:59 p.m. on Wednesday. A low rate for one of the
above hotels will be announced on all Sands Resor-
ts Macao official websites and social media platforms
each day during the promotion.

MIGRANT LABOR

Domestic helpers appeal
for agency regulation

OREIGN domestic
helpers rallied yester-
day during a press confe-
rence to urge for stren-
gthened regulation of
local employment agen-
cies. The maids slammed
some of the intermedia-
ries for financially ex-
ploiting them upon their
arrival in the territory.
Ayu Sri Wahyuni and
Erik, from the Peduli
Buruh Migrant Indo-
nesian Concern Group,
disclosed that most their
fellows were subjected to
unreasonable confisca-
tion of their identifica-
tion documents and ATM
cards by their agents. Be-
sides, the pair also con-
demned the overchar-
ging of agency fees that
could reach as high as
MOP25,000, to be taken
from their meager sala-
ries every month.
Jasmine Santos, ano-
ther Filipino maid from

o

the Progressive Labour
Union, also expressed
her dissatisfaction that
other domestic helpers
from her country expe-
rienced similar ordeals
where half their wages
for the first three mon-
ths were taken by agents,
who withheld either their
blue cards or passports.

“So it means if your sa-
lary is MOP4,000, you

From left to right, Jamine Sntos, rik, Ayu Sri Wahyuni

will give MOP2,000 for
the three months; this is
ludicrous,” said Santos.
“They’ll take a lot of mo-
ney, you won't hired for a
very long time. From the
very beginning, the agen-
cy abused us already to
work and [took] the mo-
ney, and our strength.”
Describing the upco-
ming anti-maid rally to
be held this coming Sun-

day as “saddening,” the
trio reckoned that con-
flicts between employers
and domestic helpers
usually stemmed from
miscommunication, whi-
ch required understan-
ding from each other.

“Not every worker here
abused kids,” said Sri
Wahyuni who has been
serving her current em-
ployer for 11 years. “If
both sides argue all the
time and do not even
communicate, that’s the
problem that takes time
to be addressed.”

The groups also called
on local employers to
take reference from the
practice in Hong Kong
to make clear the em-
ployee’s expected duties
and rules in their con-
tracts to safeguard both
parties’ interests.

In response to allega-
tions that some migrant
maids deliberately made
errors in order to be
laid off for other better
-paying jobs, the domes-
tic helpers said that most
of them were devoted to
their assigned jobs and
always expected a positi-
ve rapport with their em-
ployers. Staff reporter
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Sinking currencies point to jitters
about emerging economies

Paul Wiseman and
Joshua Goodman, Washington

HE damage spans the
globe.
Thailand’s baht. Ka-
zakhstan’s tenge. South
Africa’s rand. Peru’s nuevo sol.

In emerging markets worl-
dwide, currencies are plunging
over fears that developing eco-
nomies are on the verge of a cri-
ppling fall. Success stories until
recently, emerging economies
are seen as casualties now — of
slower growth in China, plun-
ging prices for commodities like
oil and iron ore, the prospect of
higher U.S. interest rates and
homegrown threats.

The damage has spilled across
oceans, with the turmoil jolting
investors in New York, Tokyo
and Europe. Investors there
worry that China and other
major emerging economies
will reduce their imports. They
also fear a trade-disrupting
currency war as some countries
desperately lower their curren-
cies’ value to gain a competitive
edge. A lower-priced currency
makes a country’s goods chea-
per for foreigners.

The Dow Jones industrials
plunged 530 points, more
than 3 percent, Friday on top
of a 358-point drop Thursday.
Tokyo’s Nikkei index shed 3
percent Friday.

For all the markets’ jitters,
many economists say they re-
main confident that the U.S.
economy is resilient enough to
withstand a slowdown in the
developing world. And Euro-
pe’s economy appears to be
emerging from its long slump.

Even so, the trouble in emer-
ging markets is a surprising and
unsettling reversal.

AD

Adalberto Tenreiro

Anténio Mil-Homens Jodo
Cristina Vinhas
Cristina Dias
ﬁ:nis Murrell
Duarte Esmeriz

l DWG
Francisco Ricarte

ae RICH LIFE

TEL 28753282 | FAX 28753236 | cci
G/F Macau Cultural Centre Building

AP PHOTO

Turkish Liras, Euros and U.S. Dollars are stacked at a currency excliange office

“It’s remarkable just how thin-
gs turned around so quickly,”
says Neil Shearing, an econo-
mist at Capital Economics and a
former British Treasury official.

Consider Peru. Three years
ago, its capital, Lima, was cho-
sen to host an International
Monetary Fund’s meeting of
global finance officials in what
was seen as a celebration of La-
tin America’s arrival in the eco-
nomic big leagues.

But with the event six weeks
away, Latin America’s outlook
has descended from boom to
gloom. Peru’s economy has
steadily slowed, and its curren-
¢y, the nuevo sol, has plunged
2.5 percent against the U.S.
dollar in the past month.

And Peru boasts one of the
region’s healthiest economies.
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Brazil’s economy is expected
to shrink this year and next.
Its currency, the real, is down
7 percent the past month and
more than 30 percent the past
two years. The Mexican peso
closed Friday at a record low
against the dollar.

It’s hardly just Latin America.
Kazakhstan’s currency plum-
meted this week after the go-
vernment decided to let it trade
freely. The South African rand
fell this week to a 14-year-low
against the U.S. dollar. Turkey’s
lira hit a record low against the
dollar this week.

Hung Tran, an executive ma-
naging director at the Insti-
tute of International Finance,
expects developing countries
to post 3.8 percent economic
growth this year, down from

i I§tanbul, Turkey

4.3 percent in 2014. The insti-
tute is on the verge of cutting
that forecast further.

Analysts point to a primary
culprit:

“It’s all coming from China,”
says Masamichi Adachi, an eco-
nomist with JP Morgan Chase
in Tokyo. “Brazil, South Africa,
many countries are commodity
exporters, and the final destina-
tion is all going to China.”

The Chinese economy is
slowing more sharply than
most people had expected from
the double-digit growth rates of
the mid-2000s. The world’s se-
cond-biggest economy is expec-
ted to grow 7 percent this year,
which would be its slowest pace
since 1990.

That means China would need
fewer raw materials — Chilean
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copper, Nigerian oil, Brazilian
iron ore. That helps explain
why China’s pullback has loo-
sed carnage in global commo-
dity prices: The Standard &
Poor’s GSCI commodity index,
which tracks 24 commodities
prices, is down nearly 20 per-
cent this year.

Emerging markets were al-
ready feeling the squeeze last
week, when China devalued its
currency, the yuan. That step
ignited a semi-panic.

“The devaluation is a red flag
about China’s current eco-
nomic situation,” says Kurt
Braybrook, who runs a Shan-
ghai company that does quality
control work. A falling yuan rai-
ses the risk that other countries
will devalue their currencies to
catch up. AP
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IGHTER jets flew low

over Beijing yesterday

as thousands of soldiers

from China, Russia and
other countries rehearsed for
a military parade next mon-
th commemorating the end of
World War II.

The Sept. 3 parade will show-
case the People’s Liberation
Army’s rapidly growing capa-
bilities at a time when Beijing
is asserting territorial claims
in the South China Sea and
East China Sea.

The city center was closed to
the public, but photos on so-
cial media showed Chinese
missile carriers rolling through
Tiananmen Square and troops
carrying the flags of Cuba, Fiji,
Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia and
Pakistan. Military helicopters
flew over forming the figure
“70.”

More than 10,000 Chinese mi-
litary personnel with more than
500 vehicles and some 200 air-
craft took part in the rehearsal,
the official Xinhua News Agen-
cy reported.

The Chinese military plans to
show seven types of long-, in-
termediate- and short-range
missiles at the parade, Xinhua
said. It cited a military official
as saying 84 percent of arma-
ments to be displayed have not
been shown in public previou-
sly.
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Beijing re

hearses for

massive military parade
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Chinese female troops practice marching near a billboard showing Chinese

(4]
L

President Xi Jinping, on the outskirts of Beijing

Belarus, Kazakhstan and Me-
xico also plan to participate, ac-
cording to state media.

China says the parade is about
marking the 7oth anniversary
of Japan’s World War II sur-
render and demonstrating its
commitment to peace. But it co-
mes as other governments are
expressing unease at Beijing’s
confrontational stance toward
territorial disputes. That has

made taking part in the event
politically charged.

Presidents Vladimir Putin of
Russia, Tsakhiagiin Elbegdor;j
of Mongolia, Abdel-Fattah el-
Sisi of Egypt and Milos Zeman
of the Czech Republic have ac-
cepted invitations to attend,
along with unidentified leaders
from Central Asia, according to
state media.

South Korean President Park

Geun-hye has said she will at-
tend a ceremony marking the
anniversary of victory over Ja-
pan in World War II, but aides
say she has yet to decide whe-
ther to attend the military pa-
rade.

The 75-member Mexican mi-
litary delegation will include
officers and cadets from the
country’s military, naval and
air force colleges, according to
Xinhua.

“With this event, we want to
help Mexico become a player
with global responsibility,” the
commander of the delegation,
Jose Carlos Luna Loaeza, was
quoted as saying.

Beijing also is actively cour-
ting support for its rivalry with
Japan, which many Chinese
say has never showed adequate
contrition for its World War II
invasion of China.

On Saturday, propaganda of-
ficials took foreign reporters to
a military base outside Beijing
where hundreds of troops in
dress uniforms and battle attire

marched along a tarmac strip.

China insists the parade is
about marking the anniversary,
remembering the sacrifices of
past generations and demons-
trating its commitment to futu-
re peace.

“This is not about extending
hatred, but about reflecting on
history and facing the future,”
the head trainer of the parade’s
infantry component, Col. Liu
Shijun, told reporters.

Despite that, the parade is
widely seen as a high-profile
display of the People’s Libera-
tion Army’s fast-growing capa-
bilities, and comes as China is
growing more assertive.

Those moves have promp-
ted its concerned neighbors to
boost their own capabilities,
and the U.S. military to renew
its commitments to regional
allies.

China’s last such military pa-
rade was in 2009 to commemo-
rate the 60th anniversary of the
founding of the People’s Repu-
blic. AP
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Police hunt
man accused
of killing 9

Police in eastern China
have launched a manhunt
for a man accused of
fatally stabbing his
estranged wife and eight
other people. The official
Xinhua News Agency

said the attacks occurred
Saturday in Longshan
County in Hunan
province, southwest of
Shanghai. It said four
other people also were
injured. A news website

in Hunan, rednet.cn, said
yesterday some 400 police
officers were mobilized to
find the suspect, identified
as Wang Wensheng.

Landslide in
Yunnan kills 3

A Chinese state news
agency says rescue
workers are searching

for eight people missing
after a landslide that
killed three others in the
country’s mountainous
southwest. The Xinhua
News Agency said the
disaster at about 7 p.m. on
Saturday evening buried a
road in Funing County in
Yunnan province. Xinhua
said some 200 rescue
workers using excavators
and sniffer dogs were
searching for eight people
who were unaccounted
for.

State firms to
take on global
cruise giants

China is looking to
secure a stake in the
country’s USD8 billion
cruise industry with a
joint venture between
two state firms. China
Communications
Construction Co., and
CTS (HK) Group Corp.,
announced Friday that
they will work together
to offer cruises from the
southern resort of Sanya.
The joint venture will
build its fleet through
merger, acquisition

and other cooperative
agreements. A maiden
voyage from Sanya to

the Xisha Islands is
expected some time this
year. The anticipated
cruise itineraries will
differ from those offered
by existing global cruise
giants operating in China,
with the aim to establish
Sanya’s Phoenix Island as
one of the world’s largest
cruise ports. The number
of people taking cruises
in China has grown at an
annual rate of 34 percent
over the past decade and
is expected to hit 4.5
million annually by 2020.
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In this photo released by China’s Xinhua News Agency, a chemical plant is on fire following an explosion in Zibo, in east
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Explosion at Shandong
chemical plant kills 1

N explosion at a chemi-

cal plant in eastern China
killed one person and injured
nine others, a state news agen-
cy reported yesterday, less
than two weeks after a simi-
lar disaster at a chemical wa-
rehouse killed 123 people.

The explosion occurred just
before 9 p.m. Saturday in Zibo,
a city southeast of Beijing in
Shandong province, the Xi-

nhua News Agency said. It
said firefighters put out the re-
sulting fire just before 2 a.m.
yesterday.

One person working at the fa-
cility was killed, Xinhua said.
It said the cause of the blast
was under investigation.

Environmental authorities
detected no contamination
from the blast, according to
Xinhua.

The facility, owned by Shan-
dong Runxing Chemical Tech-
nology Co., produced adiponi-
trile, which can give off toxic
fumes when burned, according
to Xinhua. Adiponitrile is used
in making nylon and other
products.

The blast follows the Aug. 12
explosion at a warehouse hol-
ding chemicals in Tianjin, a
port city east of Beijing.
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China’s Shandong Province
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Yesterday, the Tianjin city
government announced on its
microblog account that the
death toll in that disaster had
been raised to 123. It said 50
people were still missing.

The cause of the Tianjin di-
saster is under investigation.
State media say that the wa-
rehouse, which stored sodium
cyanide and other dangerous
chemicals, was too close to ho-
mes and that its operators may
have obtained falsified safety
approvals.

The disaster raised concer-
ns about the effectiveness of
China’s regulatory bodies and
their ability to oversee indus-
tries in which they or officials
might have an interest. AP

Uber’s latest investment said to be USD100m

BER Technologies

Inc. isn’t just ram-
ping up its business in
China - the mobile car-
booking service is star-
ting to draw investment
interest there as well.

A unit of China’s Citic
Group Corp. is planning
to invest USDioo
million in the San Fran-
cisco-based company, a
person familiar with the
matter said.

Landing an investment
from the state-control-
led entity may help ac-
celerate Uber’s business
in China. It’s investing
more than 7 billion yuan
($1.1 billion) to expand
in the country, with

BLOOMBERG

market by the end of

Management, plans to

that its China unit could

CP Asset Management
outside usual business
hours went unanswered.

It wasn’t clear how the
latest investment would
impact Uber’s valuation,
which was pegged at
about $50 billion in the
last financing round.

Didi Kuaidi, Uber’s
main competitor in Chi-
na, is backed by Aliba-
ba Group Holding Ltd.
and Tencent Holdings
Ltd. Didi attracted Bei-
jing Automotive Group
Co. as an investor in its
latest funding round,
people familiar with the
matter said.

Beijing  Automotive,
controlled by the state-

plans to start operating
in 50 midsized cities in
the next year. Users of
the Uber app complete
almost 1 million rides
daily in China, whi-
ch is expected to out-
grow Uber’s U.S. home

this year, Chief Execu-
tive Officer Travis Kala-
nick wrote in a letter to
investors in June.
Citic-CP Asset Mana-
gement, a joint venture
between Citic Trust and
Citic-Prudential Fund

invest about 80 percent
of the $100 million in
Uber and about 20 per-
cent in its China unit,
said the person, who
asked not be identified
because the plans are
private. Uber has said

at some point be listed
on the Chinese stock
market, without provi-
ding a time frame.
Uber’s  Beijing-based
spokeswoman  Huang
Xue couldn’t immediately
comment. A call to Citic-

owned Assets Supervi-
sion & Administration
Commission of Beijing,
joins sovereign wealth
fund China Investment
Corp. as investors in
Didi, according to the
people. Bloomberg
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Eric Talmadge and Foster Klug,
Pyongyang

OR the moment, Nor-
th and South Korea
have pulled back from
the brink and yester-
day resumed a second rou-
nd of talks that temporarily
pushed aside vows of immi-
nent war on the peninsula.

The first round of marathon
talks on Saturday came to no-
thing, and South Korea’s mi-
litary reported yesterday that
it detected unusual troop and
submarine movements in Nor-
th Korea that indicated Pyon-
gyang was strengthening its
capability for a possible strike.

Still, even the decision for
senior officials from countries
that have spent recent days
vowing to destroy each other
to simply sit down at a table
in Panmunjom, the border en-
clave where the 1953 armistice
ending fighting in the Korean
War was agreed to, is some-
thing of a victory.

The length of the first round
of talks — nearly 10 hours —
and the lack of immediate pro-
gress are not unusual. While
the Koreas often have difficul-
ty agreeing to talks, once they
do, overlong sessions are often
the rule. After decades of ani-
mosity and bloodshed, howe-
ver, finding common ground
is much harder.

South Korean presidential
spokesman Min Kyung-wook
did not disclose details about
the first round of talks, which
adjourned just before dawn
yesterday. The talks began
shortly after a deadline set by
North Korea for the South to
dismantle loudspeakers broa-
dcasting anti-Pyongyang pro-
paganda at their border. Nor-
th Korea had declared that its
front-line troops were in full
war readiness and prepared
to go to battle if Seoul did not
back down.

An official from Seoul’s De-
fense Ministry said about 70
percent of the North’s more
than 70 submarines and un-
dersea vehicles had left their
bases and were undetectable
by the South Korean military
as of Saturday.

The official, who didn’t want
to be named because of office
rules, also said the North had
doubled the strength of its front
-line artillery forces since the
start of the talks early Saturday
evening. “It seems that the Nor-
th is pursuing dialogue on one
side and preparing for battle on
another side,” he said.

The standoff is the result of
a series of events that started
with the explosions of land
mines on the southern side
of the Demilitarized Zone be-
tween the Koreas that Seoul
says were planted by North
Korea. The explosions mai-
med two South Korean sol-
diers on a routine patrol. In
response, the South resumed
anti-Pyongyang propaganda
broadcasts for the first time in
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KOREAS

Rivals restart talks, pull back
from brink — for now

s

South Korean amy soldiers walk on Unification Bridge, which leads to the demilitarized zone, near the border village of Panmunjom in Paju

11 years, infuriating the North,
which is extremely sensitive to
any criticism of its authorita-
rian system.

There was shock and worry
Thursday, when South Ko-
rea’s military fired dozens of
artillery rounds across the
border in response to what
Seoul said were North Korean
artillery strikes meant to back
up an earlier threat to attack
the loudspeakers. The North
denies it was behind the land
mines and the shelling, claims
that Seoul calls nonsense.

The Defense Ministry official
said the South continued the
anti-Pyongyang  broadcasts
even after the start of the talks

It seems that
the North

IS pursuing
dialogue on
one side and
preparing
for battle on

another side

SOUTH KOREAN DEFENSE
MINISTRY OFFICIAL

on Saturday and also after the
start of the second session
yesterday. He said Seoul wou-
1d decide after the talks whe-
ther to halt the broadcasts.

While the meeting offered a
way for the rivals to avoid an
immediate collision, analysts
in Seoul wondered whether
the countries were standing
too far apart to expect a quick
agreement.

South Korea probably can’t
afford to walk away with a
weak agreement after it had
openly vowed to stem a “vi-
cious cycle” of North Korean
provocations amid public an-
ger over the land mines, said
Koh Yu-hwan, a North Korea
expert at Seoul’s Dongguk
University.

It was highly unlikely that
the North would accept the
South’s expected demand for
Pyongyang to take responsi-
bility for the land mine explo-
sions and apologize, he added.
However, Koh said the mee-
ting might open the door to
more talks between the rivals
to discuss a variety of issues.

At the meeting, South Ko-
rea’s presidential national
security director, Kim Kwan-
jin, and Unification Minister
Hong Yong-pyo sat down with
Hwang Pyong So, the top po-
litical officer for the Korean

People’s Army, and Kim Yang
Gon, a senior North Korean
official responsible for South
Korean affairs.

Hwang is considered by out-
side analysts to be North Ko-
rea’s second most important
official after supreme leader
Kim Jong Un.

South Korea had been using
11 loudspeaker systems along
the border for the broadcas-
ts, which included the Ila-
test news around the Korean
Peninsula and the world,
South Korean popular music
and programs praising the
South’s democracy and eco-
nomic affluence over the Nor-
th’s oppressive government,
said a senior military offi-
cial, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

Each loudspeaker system
has broadcast for more than
10 hours a day, the official
said. If North Korea attacks
the loudspeakers, the South
is ready to strike back at the
North Korean units responsi-
ble, he said.

North Korea, which has also
restarted its own propaganda
broadcasts, is extremely sen-
sitive to any criticism of its
government. Analysts in Seoul
also believe the North fears
that the South’s broadcasts
could demoralize its front-li-

ne troops and inspire them to
defect.

In Pyongyang, North Ko-
rean state media reported
that more than 1 million you-
ng people have volunteered to
join or rejoin the military to
defend their country should a
conflict break out.

Despite such highly charged
rhetoric, which is not parti-
cularly unusual, activity in
the capital remained calm
yesterday, with people going
about their daily routines.
Truckloads of soldiers singing
martial songs could occasio-
nally be seen driving around
the city, and a single minivan
with camouflage netting was
parked near the main train
station as the talks with the
South went on.

Throughout the day, large
crowds of people were mobili-
zed to practice mass activities
for the Oct. 10 anniversary
of the founding of the ruling
Workers Party 70 years ago.

As night fell, instead of an-
xiously awaiting the outcome
of the talks, many Pyongyang
residents were riveted to TVs
in public places to watch the
debut of the “Boy General”
cartoon show, which has been
revamped for the first time in
five years at the order of Kim
Jong Un. AP
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For Rent

TOU UN, Taipa

(Ref: 15070518)
6a0sg, ft. HKD 2,300

Fully furnished studio apartment. Bright and

spacious living areas. Quite location, walking

distance to Cotal strip and Central Taipa Easy
access to Alrport and both jetfoll terminals.

Roof Top Investment

Apartment Macau

(Ref: 15055441}

7995q. ft. HED 4.99M

Rate: HKD 6,250ft.

Renovated 5 years ago. Modern open plan
kitchen. Good size double bedroom on main floor.
Separate bathroom on main floor. Wooden
staircase to upper floor (open area: good for
bedroom, office, studio or entertainment area).
Great size private terrace. Viewings over looking
Government OfMices. Rare chance to buy a view.,
Viewings by appointment only.

Hellene Gardens 3 Bedroom

Apartment & Car Park

[Ref: 15055437)

1,663sq. ft. HKD B.BM

Rate: HKD 5,292sq ft

Property Features & Benefits. Lovely renovated
apartment for sale in Bauhinia Court.Completely
renovated in 2011, this apartment needs no further
work. Bright kitchen with views over the swimming
pool and further onto Hac $a Beach.Fitted
white/stainbess steel cabinets, grey speckled Corian
worktop and black gloss tile splashback gives the
kitchen a modem high tech feel.

Office: (853) 2835 2699

Pacifica
[Ref: 15080525)
1,100q. ft. HED 18,000

Nice 3 bedrooms with balcony furnished ,2
bathroom in the Heart of Taipa.

MNear public Transport shops bank restawrant.

Small clubhouse Gym & pool is free. Available

PROPERTY WANTED FOR SALE OR

Email us your property details and asking price or call us at: +853 2835 2699

Lakeview - Macau
(Ref: 15080524)
3,430sq. ft. HKD 38,800

Bright and spacious 3 bedrooms, with a large
dressing room, fully fitted air conditioned kitchen
and separate utility room,

Fully Furnished with a large front balcony over
locking the Macau tower to Taipa. Convenient
location, dose to Grand Lisbea and Senado
square. Viewings by appointment only.

Designer Apartment Central

(Ref: 14105421)
B495q. ft. HKD 5.033M
Rate: HED 5,9291t.

Overlocking Macau's lcon 5t Pauls Cathedral.One
of the few views not to be built out.Second Floor
walk up.Renovated 5 years ago HKD4B80,000
spent.All new water pipes / electrics [ air con’s /
double glaze windows.Only two apartments per
floor, Balcony overlooking 5t Fauls.Open plan
moadern built in kitchen.Large dining / living area,
Shower room.One bedroom with built wardrobes.

Vila Bela Macau

(Ref: 15055442)

1,978 sq. ft. HED 16M

Rate: HKD 8,088sq ft

Situated in Macau on the quict secluded street of
Praia Grande. Stunning views across the tree
lined road to the Sal Wan bridge. An exclusive
property; 5 floors serviced by one lift, two
apartments per floor. Renovated in 2000, with
one design change making one bedroom larger
by closing one bathroom and extending the
bedroom. The apartment now has four double
bedrooms, two bathrooms, built in cabinets in
the master & another double bedroom.

Email: Info@IMLProperty.com

Old Taipa Village Taipa
(Ref: 15035434)

1,0005q. ft. HKD 5.5M

Rate: HKD &,500ft.

Located near Our Lady of Carmel Church. 2nd
Fhoor of Walk Up building. 2 Double bedrooms. 1
Shower room. 1.5 bathrooms.

Open plan living / dining area, Small balcony off
living room. Fitted kitchen with small eating area
adjacent.

Va Fu, Old Taipa Village Ref

{Ref: 15085448}
580sq, ft. HKD 4,580M
Rate: HKD 5,725#t.

Spacious and bright furnished apartment. Double
glazing This apartment has one bedroom with
free standing storage, one modern bathroom
and one small closed bakcony for laundry. Open
plan living/dining area.

Very centrally bocated, within minutes of cafes,
shops, banks, restaurants and supermarkets. Bus
stop across the road. Fifteen minute walk from
Colai area.

M F 7R A

property s

www_IMLproperty.com

One Central - Macau
[Ref: 15040490)
1,300sq. ft. HKD 26,000

Beautiful & Modern 2 bedrooms apartment with
2 bathrooms in the central of Macau.

Directly linked to the shopping center.

Walking distance to MGM, Wynn Available naw.

One Central, Tower 7 Macau
(Ref: 14115427)

1,176s0q. ft. HKD 15.53M

Rate: HED 13,2001,

Located in Macau's Premier Apartment complex,
Extensive clubhouse facilities include swimming
pool & cinema. Renovated apartment with views
back across the sea to Hong Kong.

2 Bedrooms & 2 bathrooms. Bullt in storage space,
Currently tenanted, can remain as investment or
become a home.

1A, Jou Fai Kuok Macau

(Ref: 15075447

627sq. ft. HKD 4.90M

Rate: HKD7,815sq ft

One bedroom apartment in Heritage Area of Macau, A five
minute from the Ruins of 5t Pauls. Renovated 3 years ago.
Good size master bedroom with build in wardrobes.
Modern shower room with build in under counter cabinet.
‘Well equipped kitchen. 5 shaped living / dining area

Contact the property Consultants today.
Juliet

(English Speaker)

T: [E53) 668D 9804

Juliet @) MUProcerty.com

Lorraine

(English Speaker)

T: B53) 6610 2371
Lorraine@IMLProperty.com
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ESPITE new surveillan-

ce video that may offer a
possible clue to the bombing in
central Bangkok that killed 20
people, Thai police said yester-
day that the perpetrators may
have already fled the country,
and that they will “need some
luck” to catch them.

Surveillance video leaked to
Thai media shows a man in a
blue shirt placing a bag on a ri-
verside walkway, then kicking
it into the water last Monday
night shortly after the explo-
sion several kilometers away at
the downtown Erawan shrine.
About 18 hours later, at 1 p.m.
Tuesday, an explosion took pla-
ce at the same spot near a busy
pier, causing no casualties.

Col. Winthai Suvaree, a
spokesman for Thailand’s ru-
ling junta, also said that clo-
sed circuit television showing
the main bombing suspect was
used to trace the route he took
to and from the site of last Mon-
day evening’s rush-hour attack.
He said that a police sketch of
the suspect had been distribu-
ted to border posts.

Police spokesman Prawut
Thawornsiri said he believes
the perpetrator would have ti-
med an escape carefully and
“wouldn’t have much time to
stay around.”

THAILAND

Police fear Bangkok bombing
suspect may have fled

AP PHOTO

“I suspect that he may have
left, but we will keep searching,

MALAYSIA

Authorities find 24 more bodies
of human trafficking victims

ALAYSIAN police

said yesterday that
they have found 24 more
bodies of suspected hu-
man trafficking victims in
jungles bordering Thai-
land.

Authorities said in May
that they had discovered
139 suspected graves in
abandoned jungle camps
in the northern Malaysian
state of Perlis, a remote
area bordering Thailand
that trafficking syndica-
tes were using as a transit
point.

Most of the victims
were believed to be from
Myanmar’s  persecuted
Rohingya minority or im-
poverished migrants from
Bangladesh.

Police said in a brief sta-
tement yesterday that 24
bodies were discovered
this past week, in addi-
tion to 106 bodies found
earlier. The bodies have
been sent for autopsy, the
statement said. No further
details were available.

The discoveries in nor-
thern Malaysia followed
similar revelations earlier
in May in Thailand, whe-
re police unearthed 36
bodies from shallow gra-

AP PHOTO

ves in seven abandoned
camps on the Thai side of
the border.

The discoveries have ex-
posed hidden networks of
jungle camps run by hu-
man smugglers, who have
for years held countless
desperate people captive
while extorting ransoms
from their families. Most
of the victims were part of
a wave of people who fled
their homelands to reach
countries like Malaysia,
where they hoped to find
work or live freely.

Human rights groups
and activists say the area

along the Thai-Malaysia
border has been used for
years to smuggle migran-
ts and refugees, including
Rohingya Muslims.

In many cases, they pay
human smugglers thou-
sands of dollars for pas-
sage, but are instead held
for weeks or months whi-
le traffickers extort more
money from their families.
Rights groups say some
have been beaten to death,
and The Associated Press
has documented other ca-
ses in which people have
been enslaved on fishing
boats. AP

Police investigators work near the statue of Phra Phrom, at the Erawan Shrne
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in case we can find others who
may be in the country or find
clues, evidence and witnesses
who may have seen him,” he
told Channel 3 TV network.

Police have offered a reward
that on Friday was raised to
3 million baht (USD85,000).
On a police arrest warrant, the
suspect is described as a “fo-
reign man,” although a military
spokesman said a connection to
international terrorism seemed
unlikely.

Thailand’s police chief Somyot
Poompanmoung said investiga-
tors would need some luck to
catch those behind the attack.

“I have to say we need some
luck. If the police have good
fortune, we might be able to
make an arrest, but ... if the
perpetrator has good fortune
maybe they can get away,” he
told reporters yesterday after
a ceremonial show of security
strength meant in part to reas-

arrested two people for allege-
dly spreading “false informa-
tion,” apparently in connection
with the shrine bombing.

A student who posted a bomb
threat on Facebook was arres-
ted in Ayutthaya on Saturday
and was charged with a com-
puter crime that is punishable
by up to five years in jail and a
fine of 100,000 baht ($2,800),
Winthai said. He did not give
details of the second arrest ex-
cept to say it happened in Ban-
gkok. Ayutthaya is about 80 ki-
lometers north of Bangkok.

Winthai said the two people
were arrested for spreading
“false information causing con-
fusion in society,” but did not
say whether their posts were
directly linked to the bombing.

So far the operation to find
who carried out the attack
appears to have made little
headway, with apparently con-
tradictory statements coming

sure the public over safety.

AFGHANISTAN

Meanwhile, authorities have

from the military-backed go-
vernment and the police. AP

Car bombing kills at least 12,
including 3 Americans

Rahim Faiez, Kabul

suicide car bomber attacked
NATO convoy traveling
through a crowded neighborhood
in Afghanistan’s capital Saturday,
killing at least 12 people, including
three American civilian contractors
for the international military force,
authorities said.

The Taliban quickly denied it was
behind in the attack in Kabul’s Ma-
crorayan neighborhood, though the
militants increasingly have been
targeting Kabul in recent weeks
and often don’t claim attacks that
maim large numbers of civilians.

The attack struck near the priva-
te Shinozada hospital, the sound of
the powerful blast roaring throu-
ghout the capital. Ambulances
and Afghan security forces quickly
surrounded the blast site, blocking
access off from about 1 kilometer
away.

Afghan security forces and British soldiers inspect the site of a suicide attaék in the

The bombing killed at least 11 Af-
ghan civilians and one foreigner
and wounded 66, said Wahidullah
Mayar, a Health Ministry spokes-
man. In a statement, NATO said
one of the Americans was killed in
the blast, while the two others later
died of their wounds. The contrac-
tors were not named.

It was not immediately possible to
reconcile the differing casualty fi-
gures, though conflicting informa-
tion is common after such attacks.

At least one armored vehicle in
the convoy had been destroyed by
the blast. It wasn’t clear how many
armored cars were in the convoy,
though it is at least two, often three
because of heightened security
concerns in the capital.

No group immediately claimed
responsibility for the attack. In
an email to journalists, Taliban
spokesman Zabiullah Mujahid de-
nied his group was responsible. AP

heart of Kabul
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into Productive Contributors

Speaker: Mr. Mark Cosgrove, Director of Training at Dale Carnegie

FMEBA Seminar
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Speech: This dynamic seminar will show you how 2
to use Dale Carnegie’s proven human relations RSVP before 2 pm on September 4
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Dusan Stojanovic, Gvegelija

HOUSANDS of ti-

red and beleaguered

migrants — mostly

Syrians, Iraqis and Af-
ghans fleeing conflict — boar-
ded trains and buses in Mace-
donia that took them one step
closer to the European Union
yesterday, a day after they stor-
med past police trying to block
them from entering the country
from Greece.

On Saturday, some 2,000
rain-soaked migrants rushed
past baton-wielding Macedo-
nian officers, who had been
sealing the border for three
days. Police fired stun grena-
des and dozens of people were
injured as the migrants leapt
over barbed wire or ran across a
field not protected by the fence
to enter Macedonia.

After the incident, police deci-
ded to allow migrants to cross
the border freely again from
Greece, which is also overwhel-
med by the human tide. Police
officials said that the blockade
was imposed to try and stem
the overflow of people that has
caused chaotic scenes at a rai-
Iway station in the Macedonian
town of Gevgelija as thousands
tried to secure places on over-
crowded trains.

Yesterday, the migrants —

AP PHOTO

MACEDONIA

Thousands of migrants head
closer to EU from Macedonia

Child migrants look from a window onboard a train departing towards Serbia, at the railway station in the southern Macedonian

town of Gevgelija

many with small children and
babies — orderly boarded trains
and buses that took them to
the border with Serbia before
heading farther north toward
EU-member Hungary, which

is building a razor wire fence
on its frontier to prevent them
from entering. If they manage
to enter Hungary, the migran-
ts could travel freely across the
borders of most of the 28 EU-

member states.

Thousands of migrants who
reached Serbia overnight faced
an overcrowded refugee center
where they have to apply for
asylum — the paper that allows

them three days to reach Hun-
gary.

Emina, a migrant from Syria
who boarded an early morning
train with her two-month-old
baby, blamed Macedonian au-
thorities for “harassing” the mi-
grants, not giving them food or
water, as well as holding them
back at the border.

“It was very hard in Macedo-
nia,” she said. “I did not sleep
or eat for three days. Just as we
arrived to the border, they clo-
sed it. It was awful.”

Both Greece and Macedonia
have seen an unprecedented
wave of migrants this year.
More than 160,000 have ar-
rived so far in Greece, mostly
crossing in inflatable dinghies
from the nearby Turkish coast
— an influx that has overwhel-
med Greek authorities and the
country’s small Aegean islands.
Some 45,000 crossed through
Macedonia over the past two
months. AP

IRAN

British foreign secretary
reopens embassy in Tehran

Ali Akbar Dareini, Tehran

RITISH Foreign Secretary Philip

Hammond reopened the British Em-
bassy in Tehran yesterday, nearly four
years after it was closed following an atta-
ck by hard-liners.

Hammond arrived in Tehran yesterday
to attend the reopening ceremony and to
hold talks with Iranian officials. The trip
marked the first time a British foreign se-
cretary has visited Tehran since 2003.

Britain has had no diplomatic presen-
ce in Tehran since hard-liners protesting
the imposition of international sanctions
stormed it in November 2011, but the
election of President Hassan Rouhani and
the recent nuclear deal between Iran and
world powers have brought about a signi-
ficant diplomatic thaw.

The Iranian Embassy in London was
simultaneously reopened in London, the
semiofficial ISNA news agency said.

“Four years on from an attack on the Bri-
tish Embassy, I am today re-opening it,”
Hammond said in a prepared statement.
“Our relationship has improved since
2011. President Rouhani’s election and
last month’s nuclear agreement were im-
portant milestones. I believe that we have
the potential to go much further.”

Terrorism, regional stability and the
spread of the Islamic State group in Syria
and Iraq are among the challenges Britain
and Iran should be prepared to work toge-
ther on, Hammond said.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Ja-
vad Zarif welcomed the reopening of the

AP PHOTO

British Embassy
L:‘ Wi W

The British Embassy plaque in Thran

British Embassy, saying it showed Iran’s
regional and global significance.

“The world has realized Iran’s construc-
tive role in the region and the globe,” state
TV quoted Zarif as saying yesterday. “Of
course, we have differences with some
European countries but that can be nego-
tiated through interaction, with open eyes
and a realistic approach.”

Hammond and the new British charge
d’affaires, Ajay Sharma, were attending
the embassy reopening ceremony toge-
ther with representatives of the Iranian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Foreign
Office said.

Hammond was also accompanied by
a small British trade delegation to dis-
cuss possible future trade opportunities
following last month’s nuclear deal, the
ministry added.

The British Embassy would initially
have a small number of staff with limited
consular services, but officials expect to
upgrade its leadership to full ambassador
status in coming months. AP

FRANCE

Gun-wielding train attacker on
authorities’ radar in 3 countries

Elaine Ganley and
Nadine Achoui-Lesage

man who boar-

ded a high-s-
peed Amsterdam-
to-Paris train with a
Kalashnikov rifle be-
fore being tackled by
passengers was on the
radar of authorities in
three countries, had
ties to radical Islam
and may have trave-
led to Syria, authori-
ties said.

The attacker was
identified by a French
official close to the in-
vestigation as Ayoub
El-Khazzani, 26, who
was known to autho-
rities in France, Bel-
gium and Spain. The
official spoke on con-
dition of anonymity
because the investiga-
tion is ongoing.

Officials did not dis-
close a possible mo-
tive for the Friday
attack, but Interior
Minister Bernard Ca-
zeneuve said Spanish
authorities had advi-
sed French intelligen-
ce about the suspect
because he belongs
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In this image made from

a video taken by Anthony
Sadler, a gunman lies on
floor with arms tied behind
his back, after an incident
on a high-speed train
traveling from Amsterdam
to Paris

to the “radical Is-
lamist movement.”
Three people were
injured but no one
died, and authorities
credited brave Ame-
rican, French and Bri-
tish passengers with
stopping El-Khazzani,
who they said was ar-
med with the assault
rifle, nine magazines,
a pistol and a box cut-
ter.

El-Khazzani was

being questioned
Saturday by French
counter-terrorism
police who confirmed
through fingerprints
their suspicions that
he was the same man
who had been brou-
ght to their attention
in February 2014, ac-
cording to the French
official. French au-
thorities said he had
lived in the southern
Spanish city of Alge-
ciras, frequenting a
mosque which is un-
der surveillance the-
re. He was transfer-
red Saturday morning
to anti-terror police
headquarters outside
Paris and can be held
for up to 96 hours.
El-Khazzani had the
Kalashnikov strapped
across his shoulder
when a French citizen
trying to use the toilet
encountered him
and tried to subdue
him, Cazeneuve said.
Bullets started flying
and two American
servicemen, with help
from a friend and a
Briton, tackled and
disarmed him. AP
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Macau SciENCE CENTRE

TIME: 10am-6pm daily (Except Thursdays)
ADDRESS: Avenida Dr. Sun Yat-Sen
ADMISSION: Exhibition Centre: MOP25
Planetarium (Dome/Sky Shows): MOP50
Planetarium (3D Dome/3D Sky Shows): MOP65
ENQUIREES: (853) 2888 0822

ForMER HOME OF REVOLUTIONARY LEADER
YE TING

TIME: 10am-6pm daily

(Except Wednesdays, open on public holidays)
VENUE: 76, Rua Almirante Costa Cabral
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIREES: (853) 8399 6699

Macau GranD Prix Museum & WINE MUSEUM
TIME: 10am-8pm daily (Except Tuesdays)

VENUE: Rua Luis Gonzaga Gomes, 431, basement
(Tourism Activities Centre-CAT)

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8798 4108 / 2833 3000

INSTALLATION ‘VALKYRIE OcTOPUS’

BY JOANA VVASCONCELOS

TIME: 24 hours

UNTIL: October 31, 2015

VENUE: MGM MACAU, Av. Dr. Sun Yat Sen, NAPE
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIREES: (853) 8802 8888

ExHiBImoN ‘Foam TiP BY ARLINDA FROTA
AND TRANSMUTATION BY CAROL Kwok’
TIME: 12pm-8pm (Closed on Tuesdays)
UNTIL: September 30, 2015

VENUE: SIGNUM Living Store,

Rua do Almirante Sérgio, no. 285, R/C, Macau
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIREES: (853) 2896 8925

“SAUDADE” ART EXHIBITION

TIME: 24 hours

UNTIL: September 30, 2015

VENUE: L2 Showcase / MGM MACAU,

Avenida Dr. Sun Yat Sen, NAPE, Macau
ADMISSION: free

GUIDED TOURS: 12pm-90om (Mondays to Fridays);
11am to 9:00 pm (Saturdays and Sundays)
ENQUIREES: (853) 8802 8888

Offheat

ALABAMA: GIANT ALLIGATOR WEIGHING
920 POUNDS GETS PULLED FROM LAKE

Authorities say an alligator pulled from a lake in sou-
theast Alabama weighs an estimated 417 kilograms
(920 pounds).

AL.com (bit.ly/1Js66AM) reports that the 4-meter,
15.24-centimeter gator was captured in Lake Eufaula
on Aug. 14.

Authorities say the alligator was caught by Scott
Evans of Center Point, Alabama, and his friends, Jeff
and Justin Gregg. The gator was weighed at Dixon
Lumber Co. in Eufaula.

Last year, a 4.57-meter, 23-centimeter gator wei-
ghing 458.8 kilograms (1,011.5 pounds) was caught in
Meek Creek, a tributary of the Alabama River. About
115 pounds of that gator was a deer in the gator’s
stomach.

13:00 TDM News (Repeated)

13:30 News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast

14:30 RTPiLive

18:50 The Presence of Anita (Repeated)
19:40 Soap Opera

20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:00 TDM Sports

22:10  The Presence of Anita

23:00 TDM News

23:30 Miscellaneous

00:05 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
00:40 RTPiLive
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HITMAN: AGENT 47_

Room 1

2.15, 4.05, 5.55, 9.30 pm

Director: Aleksander Bach

Starring: Rupert Friend, Hannah Ware, Zachary Quinto
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 96min

ATTACK ON TITAN_

Room 1

7.45 pm

Director: Shinji Higuchi

Starring: Haruma Miura, Kiko Mizuhara
Language: Japonese (English and Chinese)
Duration: 90min

PIXELS_
ROOM 2
(2D) 2.30, 4.30, 9.30 pm

(3D) 7.30 pm

Director: Chris Columbus

Starring: Adam Sandler, Kevin James,
Michelle Monaghan

Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 106min

DORAEMON THE MOVIE:

NOBITA AND THE SPACE HEROES _
ROOM 3

215 pm

Director: Yoshihiro Osugi

Language: Cantonese (Chinese/English)
Duration: 100min

WILD CITY_

Room 3

4.05, 5.55, 7.45, 9.45 pm

Director: Ringo Lam

Starring: Louis Koo, Shawn Yue, Tong Liya
Language: Cantonese/Mandarin (Chinese/English)
Duration: 105min

MACAU TOWER
20 AuG - 9 SEpPT

PIXELS_

2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm

Director: Chris Columbus

Starring: Adam Sandler, Kevin James,
Michelle Monaghan

Language: English (Chinese)
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1993 MiCHAEL JACKSON ACCUSED
OF CHILD ABUSE

Police in Los Angeles are investigating allegations
of child abuse made against singer Michael Jackson.

They have refused to give details but it has emerged
that two of Mr Jackson’s homes were searched at the
weekend following allegations of child abuse.

It is reported that the father of one boy befriended
by Mr Jackson has alleged the singer seduced the
child and performed sex acts with him.

Detectives are said to have interviewed the boy and
other youngsters who visited Mr Jackson’s Never-
land ranch in Santa Barbara.

They include 12-year old actor Macaulay Caulkin,
star of the Home Alone films.

The singer who is currently on tour in Thailand is
aware of the allegations and issued a statement
through his lawyer, Harold Weitzman.

“l am confident the police department will conduct
a fair and thorough investigation and that the result
will demonstrate that there was no wrong doing on
my part,” Mr Weitzman read.

The singer’s security adviser, Anthony Pellicano,
has said the allegation is part of a $20m extortion
plot.

Around 30 such blackmail attempts were made
against Mr Jackson each year, Mr Pellicano added.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Michael Jackson vehemently denied the accusations - made
by the father of 13-year old Jordie Chandler - and he was
never charged.

A civil case was settled out of court in early 1994 when he paid
Jordie Chandler a reported USD20om (£14m).

Three years later Jordie Chandler’s account of the relationship
was detailed in a book by a journalist, Victor M Gutierrez.
The book was said to be based on a diary the boy had kept at
the time and included details of alleged sexual encounters
between the pair.

In 1996 Jordie Chandler’s father, Evan, started a claim for
around $60om (£38.5m) from the singer claiming Michael
Jackson had breached an agreement never to discuss the case.
In 1999 a court ruled in Michael Jackson’s favour and threw
out the lawsuit.

Then in November 2003, he was arrested and charged with
child abuse after British journalist Martin Bashir had made a
documentary in which Jackson admitted sharing his bed with
children.

Dubbed the trial of the century, it lasted four months and
ended in June 2005 when Michael Jackson was cleared of all
charges.
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Jou Fai Kuok
Macau
627sq ft / HKD 4.9M
HKD 7,815sq ft

Near Ruins of St Pauls
Ref: 15075447

Hellene Gardens
Coloane
1,663 sq ft./ HKD 8.8M
HKD 5,292sq ft
Car Park Included
Ref: 15055437

Old Taipa Village Taipa
Taipa
1,000 sq ft / HKD 6.5M
HKD 6,500sq ft
Near Lady of Carmel Church
Ref: 15035434

Designer Apartment
Macau
849 sq ft / HKD 5.033M
HKD 5,929sq ft
Overlooking St Pauls
Ref: 14105421

FOR SALE

www.JMLProperty.com

)Hﬂ%§ﬁ+ﬂh'g

Fountainside Studio Apartment Chun Fok Garden Apartment
Macau Taipa
1 Bedroom Apartment 3 Bedrooms Apartment
New development A Lovely Community
HKD 12,800 / 567 sq ft HKD 15,800 / 1,300 sq ft
Ref: 15070517 Ref: 15070520

Pacifica
Taipa
3 Bedrooms Apartment
In The Heart of Taipa

HKD 18,000/ 1,300 sq ft
Ref: 15080525

Tou Un, Tower 2
Taipa
2 Bedroom Apartment
Walking distance to Cotai Strip

HKD 11,800 / 690 sq ft
Ref: 15080521

FOR RENT

Jprope

FW"Y‘

More info, please contact us
Info:wJMLpropeny Com

5§ 2699 Office
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Mature - Wild - Challenge

- The New Uconnect® System features an 8.4-inch touchscreen : the most luxury control panel ever -

- Quadra-Lift® air suspension system the ultimate control of your suspension o

- Selec-Terrain traction control system - five modes to tackle any condition -

- New eight-speed automatic tfransmission - quicker and smoother -

Find us on
. f *Jeep Macau”

Xin Kang Tai Auto Parts & Motor Sevices Limited
Showroom: Advenida do Dr. Francisco Vieira Machado, No. 459, Edificaio Industrial Nam Fung, R/C, C-D, Macau tel - 2871 7762
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Stephen Wade

HE head of sailing's

governing body threa-

tened yesterday to

move all Olympic
sailing events out of polluted
Guanabara Bay unless the wa-
ter is cleaner and floating rub-
bish is removed for next year's
Rio Games.

"If we can't get the water to a
level, then we'll move it outside
(to the Atlantic Ocean) — for
sure," Peter Sowrey told The
Associated Press on the final
day of an Olympic test event.

Such a move would be an
embarrassment to local orga-
nizers and the International
Olympic Committee. They
have said repeatedly the water
is safe despite being filled with
floating rubbish and untrea-
ted sewage that gushes down
gullies from hillside favelas.

Sowrey, the chief executive
officer of ISAF, said one cour-
se for the test event inside the
bay was closed after floating ru-
bbish hindered racing for two
days. Rubbish flowed into the
bay despite little rain in Rio in
recent weeks, probably the best
weather officials could want.

He also complained he recei-
ved no data during the week
-long Olympic test from the
state body that monitors water
quality. A check of the website
for Inea — the state institute —
showed it had reported water
quality on the bay only once in
the last 10 days.

ISAF should
demand it

be moved
because Rio
2016 did not
live up to their
obligations.

PAUL HENDERSON
FORMER PRESIDENT OF ISAF

CRICKET

AP PHOTO

OLYMPICS

Sailing chief: Rio events could
be moved from polluted bay

Athletes from the Nacra 17 Mixed Multihull class return to Flamengo beach after competing in a sailing test event for the Rio
2016 Olympic Games in Guanabara Bay, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

"We are not happy as a fe-
deration from the reporting
on the water," Sowrey said.
"We're not getting the repor-
ting we expected to get."

Rio's pollution has been in the
spotlight since an independent
five-month analysis by the AP
published July 30 showed dan-
gerously high levels of viruses
from human sewage at all Rio
Olympic water venues for sai-
ling, rowing, canoeing, tria-
thlon and distance swimming.

The IOC has declined to en-

dorse testing for viruses, which
can cause stomach and respira-
tory ailments that could knock
an athlete out of competition.

Sowrey said the closely wa-
tched sailing test event had
gone '"pretty well" from an
operational viewpoint. But he
said there was still too much
raw sewage being pumped into
the bay, and too much floating
debris that makes fair racing
impossible.

"If we can't get it clean, we've
got to do something," he said.

ISAF has three courses in the
bay and the three in the open
Atlantic. Malcolm Page, a two-
time Olympic gold-medal sai-
lor and a spokesman for ISAF,
backed up Sowrey.

"Yes, you could sail all the
competitions outside," he said.

Moving sailing out of Guana-
bara would be a blow to ISAF,
which hopes to use the back-
drop of Sugarloaf Mountain to
draw fans to the sport. Tele-
vision rights holders also love
the postcard images, which

look perfect from a distance.

Paul Henderson, the former
president of ISAF and a former
IOC member, said the event
should be moved.

"ISAF should demand it be
moved because Rio 2016 did
not live up to their obliga-
tions," Henderson said in an
email to AP.

Sailors at the week-long event
wandered around the Marina
da Gloria taking photos and
videos of raw sewage still pou-
ring into the water just a few
steps from where they launch
their boats. Raw sewage is also
still flowing into Flamengo
Beach, which will be used as
a sailing viewing area for the
Olympics, which open Aug. 5.

"We need much more impro-
vement in cleaning up when
it rains," Sowrey said. "And
certainly closing down all the
sewage outlets."

Sowrey, like the IOC, has
declined to endorse viral tes-
ting, largely because the World
Health Organization has not
set a standard for viruses. But
he said the high levels concer-
ned him.

"Obviously I don't sleep well,"
he said. "I worry about it a lot.
We're all worried about it."

He said he hoped to return to
Rio before the end of the year,
and he said it was unclear how
soon ISAF would decide if it
will move from the bay.

He said he also fears the water
issue could distract from next
year's Olympic sailing, turning
the event into a debate forum
on sanitation and pollution.

"We're worried," he said. "If
the whole thing is around the
quality of the water, then it's a
failure for me." AP

Zealand on top after bowling out SA for 204 in 2nd ODI

OUG Bracewell took
three wickets on his
recall to the team to give
New Zealand the advan-
tage in the second one-
day international after
bowling out South Africa
for 204 yesterday.
Seamer Bracewell re-
moved Rilee Rossouw,
big-hitting David Miller
and top-scorer Farhaan
Behardien for his ODI
career-best 3-31, raising
New Zealand's hopes of
levelling the three-match
series.

PHOTOSPORT

Doug Bracewell

Behardien made 70 and
shared a half-century
partnership of 54 with
tailender Vernon Philan-
der (30 not out), the best
stand of the innings for
South Africa.

Adam Milne took 2-39
to back up Bracewell after
South Africa opted to bat
first on a slow wicket at
Senwes Park.

South Africa was alrea-
dy struggling at 188-7
before it lost its last three
batsmen to run outs. Dale
Steyn's was the most bi-

zarre of those run outs as
he got his bat stuck in the
pitch and dropped it as he
reached out to make his
ground.

Bracewell — recalled
after missing the 32-run
loss in the first ODI — and
Milne adjusted far better
than the South African
batsmen to the lack of
pace in the pitch in Pot-
chefstroom.

Milne removed both
openers, Hashim Amla
for eight and Morne van
Wyk for two, and when

Bracewell had Rossouw
out to an easy catch to mi-
d-off, New Zealand had
South Africa 68-3 and in
big trouble.

Captain AB de Villiers
made 31, but his depar-
ture left South Africa ex-
posed.

Behardien's 70 off 87
balls with five fours and
a six was measured and
what South Africa despe-
rately needed, but New
Zealand kept the pressu-
re on throughout and the
Proteas limped to 204. AP
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GAMING SHIFT

It is difficult to imagine a day in Macau
without gaming. The importance of the ca-
sino business is such that nobody has the
luxury to live in ignorance, especially, in ti-
mes of serious adjustment. Daiwa analys-
ts, an accurate bunch both in form and in
matter, predict an aggregate 2015 plunge
of 34%, and, we eagerly quote, take the
V-shaped gaming recovery as “unlikely”.
They are being conservative.

Galaxy announced a second-quarter
earnings drop of 46% on higher operation
costs from its new resorts. Sands China
is requesting an extension to complete
its Parisian. Macau Studio City cannot do
anything but open its doors on the 27th of
October and hopes to get 400 additional
tables. We could randomly bring other bits
of day-to-day casino life, but there’s little
use.

Instead, we should focus on the on-going
mid-term review of Macau’s gaming opera-
tions to be completed at the end of Sep-
tember. First of all, we have to underline
that by presenting himself before the Le-
gislative Assembly to announce a presu-
pposed study on the casino sector, Chui
Sai On took into his own hands the deve-
lopment of the industry. Secondly, we do
have to pinpoint that the study will be open
to the public, since it has “first draft” as a
disclaimer. Thirdly, the mid-term review as
presented by the CE gives us some tips to
envisage the big picture. The review, whi-
ch some insist will link directly to a renewal
of the casino concessions, will focus on
eight elements, including the impact of ga-
ming on the Macau economy. Add to that
small and medium enterprises, society and
the development of gaming and non-ga-
ming activities.

However, going to the end of the commu-
nication - not in small print, but with all the
political weight of the MSAR Chief Execu-
tive - Chui Sai On candidly voiced that the
“review will also study if the current con-
tracts with the operators have been fulfil-
led and if they are assuming their social
responsibilities”. This is where the waters
part ways.

For those who share the idea above men-
tioned of a direct link between the mid-term
review and the renewal of the gaming con-
cessions and gaming sub-concessions,
the said review seems to be secondary to
the legal framework. Meaning that no ma-
tter what is shown to the public eye, at the
end of the day everything related with the
renewal depends on the legal groundwork
established in the year 2000. They would
be wrong.

The new rationale demands a shift from a
regulatory focus to economic, social and,
in the end, political considerations. That is
to say the idea is to produce an overview
of gambling in the SAR, now and now and
into the immediate future (if 10 years qua-
lifies as the immediate future).”

The new approach to the question goes
like this: evaluation, compromise-based,
not rule-endowed, solutions. Eventually,
post-hoc, we will have to confront any le-
gal questions arising from each of the so-
lutions through the Law.
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Pedro Rodriguez scored one goal and set up
another early in his Chelsea debut in a 3-2 win
over West Bromwich Albion yesterday, helping
the defending champions to their first Premier
League victory of the season.

Chelsea ended an action-packed match at
The Hawthorns with 10 men after John Terry’s
54th-minute sending-off, with Cesar Azpilicue-

ta’s goal three minutes before halftime proving
the difference.

After Chelsea goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois
saved James Morrison’s 14th-minute penalty,
Pedro — signed for USD33 million from Bar-
celona on Thursday — put Chelsea ahead in the
20th and then drove in a cross that Diego Costa
turned home in the 30th.

A VISUAL ENCYCLOPEDIA

Nevada Museum of
Art opens unique Lake
Tahoe exhibit in Reno

“Sugar Loaf Peak, El Dorado County, 1865” by Thoms HiI ]

Scott Sonner, Reno

E first major histo-
rical art survey of Lake
Tahoe and the Sierra’s infa-
mous Donner Pass takes an
ambitious trip through two
centuries, highlighting the
roles of Native Americans
and railroad barons and the
tourists and scientists trying
to halt the loss of clarity in
the azure waters.

“Tahoe: A Visual History”
opened over the weekend at
the Nevada Museum of Art,
featuring more than 400 ob-
jects by 175 painters, photo-
graphers, architects, basket
weavers and sculptors. Ar-
ranged chronologically for
the most part, it combines
culturally and historically
significant creations with
contemporary works.

“It’s a visual encyclopedia
of the lake,” said William
Fox, director of the Reno
museum’s Center for Art +
Environment.

The project’s been in the
works for five years, said
Ann M. Wolfe, the mu-
seum’s senior curator/depu-
ty director.

“America’s most iconic
landscapes, places like Yo-
semite, Niagara Falls, and
Yellowstone, have been stu-
died by art historians and
scholars extensively, but as
far as art history goes, this
Tahoe-Donner region has
been unrecognized,” Wolfe
said.

“So much art has been
made about this great histo-
rical narrative of the Sierra
being this boundary to Ame-
rican progress in the 19th
century — the trials of the
Donner Party followed by

the success of the Transcon-
tinental Railroad as a sym-
bol of progress,” she said.
“But it’s never really been
brought together.”

For the first time, all 1,394
square meters of the mu-
seum’s gallery space will be
devoted to a single theme.

“To do it justice, it had to
be the whole museum,” said
Amanda Horn, communica-
tions director.

Through Jan. 10, the exhi-
bit will showcase the works
of Ansel Adams, Albert
Bierstadt and Frank Lloyd
Wright. But it begins with
the largest collection of
Washoe Indian baskets ever
displayed in one place, many
by Louisa Keyser, known as
“Datsolalee.”

Next, visitors follow maps
and journals of western ex-
plorers, including John C.
Fremont and John Muir.
The path tracks the arrival
of the Transcontinental Rai-
Iroad in the 1860s and the
ensuing logging and mining
boom, the shift from timber
to tourism and the rise of
the resorts in the early 20th
century before environmen-
talism emerged and scien-
tists began to study Tahoe’s
ecosystem.

A centerpiece is the 1gth
century paintings of Biersta-
dt, Edwin Deakin, Maynard
Dixon and Lorenzo Latimer,
much of it commissioned by
railroad barons. The section
also touches on Chinese la-
borers, many of whom died
while laying the rails.

The most treacherous stre-
tch was just north of Tahoe
at Donner Pass, which gets
its name from a disastrous
journey that left settlers

stranded, resulted in dozens
of death and prompted some
to resort to cannibalism in
the winter of 1846-47. It’s
about 40 miles (64 kilome-
ters) from Reno.

The exhibit references
ideas that never materialized
at Tahoe, including a resort
designed by Wright in 1923.
A model of Wright’s “Sum-
mer Colony” is displayed.

The exhibit closes with
works by sculptor Maya Lin,
including pins arranged on
the wall in an outline of the
lake and its tributaries and
glass bubbles on the floor.
The size of each varies ba-
sed on precipitation recei-
ved that year. Each contains
clear or cloudy water based
on the clarity measured that
year.

The region’s art has been
neglected, Fox said, because
Tahoe was developed largely
as a “private playground”
with estates built on the ri-
ches of mining and timber.

“The lake was caught up in
this very powerful resour-
ce extraction,” Fox said. “It
was privatized very early
on. It never had a chance
to become a national park,
which normally is what you
do with a scenic climax, like
the Grand Canyon or Mount
Rainier. You memorialize
it.”

With all the beautiful ima-
gery, Wolfe concedes some
might critique the show as
being “boosterish.”

“But there’s also some
critical chapters in our his-
tory we are addressing,” she
said, including the “history
of Chinese railroad labor
that has all but been forgo-
tten.” AP

SOURCE: DSMG
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WORLD BRIEFS

PHILIPPINES Typhoon Goni
blew out of the northern
Philippines yesterday after
leaving at least 15 people
dead and several others
missing, including a dozen
miners whose work camps
were buried by a huge
mudslide in a mountain
village, officials said.

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
The United Arab Emirates
said Sunday that its military
freed a British hostage
held by al-Qaida in Yemen
who had been kidnapped
18 months ago while
working as a petroleum
engineer in the war-torn
country. A statement
carried by the UAE’s official
WAM news agency said
Douglas Robert Semple,
64, was freed during

a military intelligence
operation and taken to the
Yemeni port city of Aden
before being flown by UAE
military aircraft to Abu
Dhabi.

UK British police say

the death toll from an
airshow crash is “highly
likely” to increase to 11
people after a fighter jet
slammed into a busy main
road. The Hawker Hunter
single-seater fighter jet,
which was participating
in the Shoreham Airshow
near Brighton in southern
England, hit several
vehicles on a nearby road
as it crashed Saturday
afternoon. Witnesses

say the jet appeared to
have plummeted when

it failed to pull out of a
loop maneuver. The initial
death toll was seven.

ITALY’s coast guard
says it coordinated the
rescue of some 4,400
migrants in a single day, a
record-setting number, as
smugglers took advantage
of ideal sea conditions off
Libya to launch a fleet of
overcrowded, unseaworthy
boats. The coast guard
yesterday said 22 rescue
operations were carried out
a day earlier for motorized
rubber dinghies and fishing
boats, all crammed with
migrants desperate to
reach Europe’s southern
shores.



