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CHINA Smog levels in Beijing 
hit a record low after the 
government closed factories 
and limited traffic in advance 
of a parade marking the 
World War II victory over 
Japan. The average level of 
PM2.5 - the tiny particulates 
that pose the greatest threat 
to human health - fell to 19.5 
micrograms from August 
20-24, the Beijing Municipal 
Environmental Protection 
Bureau said Tuesday. 
Pollution had never been 
that low over five days in the 
three years the bureau has 
been publicly announcing the 
records.

CHINA State media say 
China’s top official on work 
safety has been fired and 
is a suspect in a corruption 
investigation. The fall of 
Yang Dongliang, 61, has 
coincided with the explosion 
at a hazardous material 
warehouse in Tianjin on 
Aug. 12 which killed 139 
people and left 34 missing. 
The Xinhua News Agency 
said yesterday that Yang, 
formerly the director of the 
State Administration of 
Work Safety, is suspected 
of “severely violating” party 
discipline and state laws, 
which typically means 
corruption.

MYANMAR opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi warns 
armed ethnic minority groups 
not to rush into signing a 
nationwide cease-fire deal, a 
position that pits her against 
President Thein Sein, who 
has made reaching a deal 
before November’s general 
election his top priority. 

MALAYSIA The deep sea 
hunt for the missing Malaysia 
Airlines jetliner will likely 
include cutting-edge sonar 
equipment when it ramps 
up again in October after the 
stormy southern hemisphere 
winter has passed, the 
Australian search leader says.

More on  backpage

coutinho confirms bid to 
run for lisbon parliament

closer cooperation needed 
between gov’t and industry

Pereira Coutinho confirmed he’s 
running in the October Portuguese 
legislative elections, heading the 
platform “We, Citizens”

Gov’t and industry leaders should 
work closer for the city and citizens 
to thrive on change, says leadership 
expert Robert Kirby
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Austerity and acrobatics 
for National Day parade
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Exclusive interview with Consul Deapera

Filipino gov’t trying 
to prevent job hunting 
on tourist visas  P2
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Lilybeth R. Deapera

 
Problems 
arise mainly 
regarding 
salary, 
housing and 
interpretation of 
the law in terms 
of holidays and 
rest
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Catarina Pinto

The Philippines Consul Ge-
neral Lilybeth R. Deapera is 

confident that Filipino employ-
ment agencies are providing 
appropriate information and 
training to migrant workers 
prior to their arrival in Macau. 
However, migrant domestic 
helpers have voiced their con-
cerns over recruitment agen-
cies charging exorbitant fees. 
In an interview with the Times, 
conducted on the sidelines of an 
opening ceremony for a photo-
graphic exhibition on Monday, 
Deapera said that the Filipino 
state is trying to dissuade Fili-
pino nationals from job hun-
ting in Macau while on tourist 
visas, as they could become 
more vulnerable to potential 
abuse, either from employers 
or agencies.

MDT – A group of migrant 
workers is calling for fur-
ther employment agency 
regulation. Did the consula-
te receive complaints over 
recruitment agencies char-
ging unreasonable fees?

Lilybeth R. Deapera 
(LRD) – Unfortunately, we 
have heard of foreign recruit-
ment agencies that charge steep 
prices, but we have not received 
a complaint from our nationals. 
They normally use agencies in 
the Philippines; we have the 
Overseas Philippines Employ-
ment Agency, which regulates 
the departure of Filipinos to 
other countries. 

Aside from receiving [a job 
offer] from a prospective em-
ployer, they are required to 
undergo training in domestic 
work skills; they have to learn 
basic language skills and attend 
a departure orientation semi-
nar: how to live in a foreign 
country; how to manage your 
income; and general informa-
tion on foreign work. This is 
particularly important for those 
who will be working abroad for 
the first time.

Q&A

‘We’re trying to dissuade 
Filipino nationals from looking 
for work while on tourist visas’

Lilybeth R. Deapera
Philippines Consul General

MDT – But how do you 
think this problem shou-
ld be solved? Because mi-
grant workers still claim 
that there are indeed agen-
cies charging unreasonab-
le fees.

LRD - The agencies that I 
think have been charging [hi-
gher fees] are those that are 
working on the tourist [visa 
holders]. We’ve heard of cases 
in which Filipinos come here 
as tourists and are able to get a 

job. And we are trying as hard 
as possible to dissuade them 
from going through this chan-
nel: because first they don’t 
have the training; and second, 
they are more likely to be abu-
sed, because they are desperate 
not to overstay their visas. So 
the first job that comes their 
way, they accept right away.

MDT - What do you think 
the Philippine government 
could do in that regard?

LRD - We are trying to tra-
ce the Filipino national who 
spoke in the news conference 
to see how we can work with 
her. Because she’s supposed to 
be a representative of the Fili-
pino domestic workers, and we 
would like to see how we can 
work together. When the Se-
cretary of Labor visited Macau 
two weeks ago, that was one 
of the concerns that they rai-
sed. She met with recruitment 
agencies, and these agencies 
are accredited by the Filipino 
Overseas Employment Agency. 
But there are other agencies, 
which are not part of that net-
work. 

We’ve identified ways by whi-
ch their rights are protected. 
They undergo training, and 
they have to have a medical 
certificate before they leave for 
their destination, because we 
want them to have a hassle-free 
stay in the country they’re hea-
ding to.

We have also specially deve-
loped programs for those who 
are planning to go back to the 
Philippines.

MDT – In what way is the 
government here also ta-
ckling this matter?

LRD - On Sunday, we had a 
seminar where government re-
presentatives from DSAL, im-
migration and other agencies 
discussed labor, law, immigra-
tion, trafficking and exploita-
tion. 

We try as much as possible to 
ensure that migrant workers 
get all the information they 
should have. 

There was a very robust dis-
cussion yesterday [Sunday] 
and [government representati-
ves] became aware of the rights 
and obligations of non-resident 

workers here, especially tho-
se of domestic helpers. Those 
[migrants] working for hotels 
usually undergo training and 
have access to further informa-
tion there.

MDT – Most Filipino na-
tionals are working here 
as domestic helpers or in 
the hospitality industry. 
What kinds of complain-
ts or challenges have they 
shared with the Consulate 
lately? 

LRD – Well, sometimes they 
are not aware, or they have to 
be told, of details regarding the 
minimum number of working 
hours. 

For example, yesterday [Sun-
day] we learned that if you’re 
a nanny and the child is slee-
ping… that’s supposed to be a 
resting period for you. 

They complain mainly about 
the housing allowance now set 
at MOP500. The cost of rent 
here is very high, so they’re 
asking the government to in-
crease the [allowance] at some 
point in time. 

We were told that [the gover-
nment is] still in the process 
of discussing this. Migrant 
workers will receive the mini-
mum wage for jobs such as se-
curity guards and cleaners next 
year. But it will take some time 
before domestic workers will be 
able to also earn this kind of mi-
nimum wage. 

Problems arise mainly regar-
ding salary, housing and in-
terpretation of the law in ter-
ms of holidays and rest. There 
were also problems reported 
regarding the language bar-
rier. Sometimes employer and 
employee do not understand 
each other… and the employer 
decides that they want to fire 
their domestic helper because 
they’re unable to communicate. 

MDT – In June, when the 
Consulate commemorated 
the Philippines Indepen-
dence Day here, you men-
tioned that more Filipino 
nationals are opening bu-
sinesses in Macau. What 
advice would you give to 
your fellow citizens who 
are planning to open a bu-
siness here? 

LRD – They really have to 
learn about the market and stu-
dy the market very well. One 
of the hindrances would be the 
high cost of rent. I was talking 
recently to a Filipino who owns 
several stores here, and he was 
saying that landlords are char-
ging more rent for commercial 
establishments. 
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Brook Yang

The Civic and Municipal 
Affairs Bureau (IACM) 

has made significant cuts to 
its budget for the annual per-
formance celebrating Chinese 
National Day this year, redu-
cing the costs from last year’s 
MOP2.7 million to this year’s 
MOP1.86 million.

To mark the 66th anniver-
sary of the Chinese National 
Day, the IACM, the Cultural 
Institute, and the Chinese 
Liaison Office’s Department 
of Culture and Education will 
again present a prestigious 
artistic group from the main-
land. The show chosen for this 
year is a Chinese acrobatic 
version of “The Nutcracker,” 
which will be performed by 
60 acrobats from the Dalian 
Acrobatic Troupe of China.

Ma Kam Keong, a member 

National Day

Acrobatic ‘Nutcracker’ headlines 
reduced budget for October show

Lawmaker Ho Ion Sang recently sugges-
ted that local schools’ Putonghua [Mandarin 

Chinese] education is seriously lagging behind 
Macau’s social development needs.

In his latest written inquiry, Ho criticized the 
government for not properly carrying out its ten
-year plan on non-tertiary education that was set 
out for this decade; several measures stipulated 
in the plan have been delayed in implementation 
or are likely to see delays.

Amongst those inadequacies, the lawmaker in-
dicated that Putonghua standards to be estab-
lished for teachers teaching Chinese language are 
still absent without a trace, yet they should’ve al-
ready materialized last year, as scheduled in the 
ten-year plan. The implementation of examining 
teachers’ Putonghua levels is thus at a standstill.

Moreover, Ho added that the authority’s work 
progress on enacting or amending several non-
tertiary laws and regulations is behind schedule, 
such as the amendment to the Special Education 
System – a task that was supposed to be comple-
ted last year but only entered the public consul-
tation stage this March.

As evidence, the legislator cited the govern-
ment’s previous Policy Addresses indicating 
that, “according to the Plan, the government 
needs to complete many law amendments, in-
cluding school general rules, Vocational and 
Technical Education Regulation, school super-
vision system, as well as student assessment.”

“However, except the Private School Gene-
ral Rules that finished public consultation last 
April, [amendments to] the other regulations 
and systems haven’t shown substantial pro-
gress,” he said, stressing that “the education sec-
tor worries that if those amendments [continue 
to suffer] repeated delays, the development of 
Macau’s non-tertiary education will be further 
affected.” BY

Lawmaker José Pereira 
Coutinho has confirmed that 

he will be running in the Portu-
guese parliamentary elections 
this coming October, heading the 
political party “Nós, Cidadãos! 
(We, Citizens!)”. Coutinho is 
running under the electoral cir-
cuit outside Europe.

The Portuguese Parliament to-
day comprises 230 lawmakers, 
four of which are elected under 
electoral circuits in European 
countries and outside Europe. 
Members are elected for a four-
year term representing the coun-
try’s 22 constituencies.

According to bid announcemen-
ts released recently, Coutinho is 
seeking to win a seat in the Por-
tuguese Parliament (AR) and is 
running to represent the “former 
overseas province of Macau.” The 
contact details and address pro-
vided for the bid announcement 
are those of the Macau Civil Ser-
vants Association, where he ser-
ves as president. 

Coutinho is also running in the 
Council of the Portuguese Com-
munities (CCP) elections that are 
due to take place on September 
6. The CCP, of which Coutinho 
is a member, is the Portuguese 
government’s advisory body on 
emigration and all matters rela-
ting to the Portuguese communi-
ties abroad. 

Gilberto Carlos Conceição Ca-
macho is listed as his number 
two candidate in the bid for the 
Portuguese Parliament and for 
the CCP.

“We believe it’s time for someo-

Visitor arrivals down 
by 3.8 pct
Visitor arrivals decreased by 3.8 
percent year-on-year in July, as shown 
by data released by the Statistics and 
Census Service (DSEC). The number 
of tourist arrivals in July amounted to 
2,648,894, up by 17.8 percent month-
on-month. The number of same-day 
visitors decreased by 6.4 percent year-
on-year, while the number of overnight 
visitors dropped by 0.9 percent. DSEC 
said that the average length of stay 
increased by 0.2 days year-on-year 
to 1.2 days. The number of tourists 
from mainland China decreased by 
6.1 percent year-on-year to 1,757,167.  
The number of those traveling under 
the Individual Visit Scheme dropped 
by 5.3 percent to 824,536. Mainland 
visitors came mainly from Guangdong, 
Fujian and Hunan provinces. Visitors 
from the Republic of Korea decreased 
by 22.5 percent year-on-year, while 
those from Hong Kong (586,136) and 
Taiwan (93,443) increased by 5.7 
percent and 0.1 percent respectively.  
Long-haul tourists from the United 
States, Australia, Canada and the 
United Kingdom recorded a year-on-
year decline. In the first seven months 
of this year, visitor arrivals totaled 
17,405,393. 

Int’l Music Festival 
shows sold out
Tickets for the 29th International 
Music Festival (MIMF) organized by 
the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) have 
been on sale since Sunday. Many 
people waited at different ticket offices 
to buy the tickets. According to an 
IC note to the press, “Ticket sales 
were ideal with about 7,000 sold by 
7:00pm on 23 August.” The 29th 
MIMF will take place from 4th October 
to 1st November, featuring some 23 
extraordinary performances. Tickets 
for the performance “Over the Moon” 
by Chanticleer, known as an orchestra 
of voices, were sold out on the first 
day. The performance “Stradivari 
Quartett” and concert to be performed 
by Icelandic sensation Ólafur Arnalds 
were also very popular. The opening 
performance “Gustav Mahler – 
Symphony No. 3”, BBC Philharmonic's 
two performances of Symphony No. 9 
and the closing opera “Faust” were also 
hot-selling items.

Public service 
consultation on 
future e-gov ends
The month-long consultation 
within public services on the topic 
of the overall planning of electronic 
governance between 2015 and 2019 
has concluded and it is expected that 
soon opinions from the public will 
be sought, Public Administration 
and Civil Service Bureau deputy 
head Kou Peng Kuan revealed in his 
reply to lawmaker Si Ka Lon’s earlier 
interpellation. Si questioned the 
authorities about the timeframe in 
which relevant information for public 
consultation would be released. The 
authorities also said that more service 
applications would be rolled out by 
other government departments in 
response to the trend of mobile phone 
usage among citizens. The bureau also 
planned to improve the functionality 
and accessibility of the government 
website on various electronic devices.

Lawmaker slams 
gov’t inaction 
in enhancing 
Putonghua education

Coutinho confirms Portuguese 
parliamentary bid

of the IACM’s Administrative 
Council, said at a press con-
ference that at previous fes-
tivals, large-scale acrobatic 
shows have received an en-
thusiastic response from local 
audiences. He explained that 
money was saved this year as 
the show not only contains 
fewer performers, but also be-
cause the MSAR government 
is now saving expenditure.

With a history spanning 
nearly 65 years, the Dalian 
Acrobatic Troupe was China’s 
first acrobatic group to per-
form abroad for commercial 
performances. It has traveled 
to over 60 countries and re-
gions, and is today considered 
an incomparable powerhouse 
in the Chinese acrobatic scene.

Combining classical ballet, 
dance, striking scenery and 

ne to voice Portuguese commu-
nities’ concerns in Lisbon. We 
want their hopes, wishes, and 
demands to have a voice. We are 
also looking to ensure that pro-
moting the Portuguese language 
and culture abroad is seen as a 
priority by [the government] in 
Lisbon,” Coutinho informed the 
Times earlier this month. 

Running under the electo-
ral circuit outside Europe, the 
lawmaker has explained that if 
he wins a seat in the Portuguese 
Parliament, he is not required to 
stay permanently in Lisbon. Ins-
tead, he could travel to different 
countries in which Portuguese 
communities are based to learn 
about their concerns.

The president of Macau’s Le-
gislative Assembly (AL), Ho Iat 
Seng, has previously commen-
ted on Coutinho’s intent to run 
for the Portuguese Parliament, 
saying that this “is a diplomatic 
matter.” He also stressed that 
lawmakers in the AL were requi-
red to swear an oath of loyalty to 
the People’s Republic of China. 
MDT/Lusa

magic tricks with daring acro-
batics, the group’s original 
choreography and Chinese-
style aesthetics create a whole 
new interpretation of the lon-
g-lasting ballet classic “The 
Nutcracker.” Having been 
showcased in some 500 per-
formances in China and over-
seas, the first acrobatic adap-
tation of “The Nutcracker” has 
gained international prestige.

Two performances will be 
staged at the Macao Forum 
on the evenings of September 
30 and October 1. A total of 
6,000 tickets will be available 
at the box office from this Sa-
turday. 

Like students, elderly citi-
zens and citizens with disa-
bilities, Macau ID holders are 
also eligible to buy tickets at a 
special price of MOP50 before 
September 10, with the ordi-
nary price set at MOP200.



 

th Anniversary

27.08.2015 thu

4
 

bl
o

o
m

be
rg

MACAU 澳聞

 ad

The Director of the 
Social Welfare Bureau 

(IAS), Iong Kong Io, said 
that local elderly people 
are relatively active in the 
labor market, as currently 
over 8,400 out of Macau’s 
54,000 elderly citizens 
are employed.

Iong said on a TDM ra-
dio show broadcast yes-
terday that the bureau is 
investigating measures 
that will encourage enter-
prises to employ elderly 
people, such as providing 
subsidies. In establishing 
a ten-year action plan for 
elderly services, the au-
thorities also intend to 
open social enterprises 
for elderly workers, ba-
sed on their experience in 
operating social enterpri-
ses for people with disabi-
lities.

Moreover, the govern-
ment is studying the esta-
blishment of a part-time 
working system for the el-
derly under the protection 

The Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) hopes 
to increase awareness of  dementia so 

that families with elderly members can re-
cognize the illness as soon as possible and 
avoid missing chances for early treatment.

The bureau’s Department of Social Soli-
darity head, Choi Sio Un, said on yester-
day’s TDM radio show that about five per 
cent of the local elderly population show 
symptoms of dementia, according to re-
search conducted by the Kiang Wu Hos-
pital. However, many patients and their 
families regard memory decline as a com-
mon sign of ageing, and thus ignore the 
early symptoms of the disease.

Choi said that the IAS has been actively 
encouraging society to identify the illness 
over recent years to ensure that patients 
seek early treatment in order to prevent 
deterioration. The government has also 
planned to establish specialized medical 
facilities to treat and prevent dementia, as 
proposed in its recent draft framework for 
elderly support.

According to the Health Bureau’s me-
dical director, Ng Hou, the proportion of 
those experiencing dementia is growing 
alongside the ageing population. He su-
ggested that society should not expect a 
cure through medication, and that it is 
important to support and educate care-
takers.

IAS calls for 
early recognition 
of dementia

Mortgage reversals for 
elderly citizens on the agenda

of new laws, so that they 
will have more opportuni-
ties to rejoin the workfor-
ce after retirement.

Regarding a listener’s 
suggestion that the rever-
sal of mortgages for elder-
ly citizens be promoted 
as a means of financial 
support, the head of the 

IAS’s Department of So-
cial Solidarity, Choi Sio 
Un, responded by saying 
that that the bureau has 
discussed the idea with 
banking sector once be-
fore, but thinks it still 
needs to take local social 
cultural factors and risks 
into consideration. These 

would include the desi-
re of pensioners to leave 
property and inheritances 
to their children. 

However, Choi said that 
the IAS will study the fea-
sibility of the suggestion 
and will not rule out fu-
ture talks with the Macao 
Monetary Authority. BY
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Representatives of three gaming trade unions met yesterday 

MACAU澳聞

Three gaming em-
ployee unions yester-
day joined forces to 
present a dilemma to 

the Labour Affairs Bureau of-
ficials that has long been fa-
cing some of their members 
working at the Melco Crown 
Entertainment Limited. This 
news comes despite attempts 
from the company to silence 
its employees.

The groups were intent on 
convincing authorities to in-
tervene in order to help press 
the gaming operator to “de-
liver on its promise.” Conse-
quently, they also hope for 
the promotion of over 1,000 
senior croupiers to a higher 
supervisory position, particu-
larly as they have been car-
rying out equivalent duties of 
that role.

According to Ronald Lou, 
who is in charge of Melco New 
Power, the company had ple-
dged to secure those dealers 
a higher-level role within two 
years from the point at whi-

Gaming staff groups press for promised 
promotion of senior dealers

ch they started working for 
the company. However, that 
promise is yet to be fulfilled, 
despite some of the staff mem-
bers being five years into their 
tenures. “We aren’t greedy, we 
simply strive for our deserved 
welfare,” said Lo.

A senior dealer gene-
rally receives slightly under 
MOP20,000, while a super-
visor might enjoy a salary of 
up to MOP23,000, said the 
union’s head. Many seasoned 
croupiers who were ordered 
by their employer to perform 

duties equivalent to those as-
signed to supervisors on an 
internship basis during the 
course of a month grumbled 
about the company’s move, 
which they claimed to have 
treated them as “low-priced 
laborers.”

Those petitioners have bra-
ced themselves for a possible 
retaliation from the company. 
No discussion over their de-
mands was allowed at their 
workplace as their managers 
would always disperse crowds 
formed by such dealers, said 
Chao Sao Fong, head of New 
Staff Union of Macau Gaming. 

“The superiors would di-
rectly talk to their employees: 
‘If you go on camera or accept 
media interviews to leak such 
news, the company might im-
pose a penalty on you,’” said 
Chao. Yet it is believed that, so 
far, no punishment has been 
implemented.

One of those croupiers pre-
sent at the conference, who 
identified herself as Ms Wong, 

said she deserved the promo-
tion as she had been given 
“multiple commendations 
from her clients and superiors” 
and demanded a “transparent 
promotion mechanism” wi-
thin the company. “I hope the 
company, no matter how the 
economy is doing, can give us 
a reply,” she said. Asked if she 
feared that her outspokenness 
would place her in trouble af-
terwards, she replied: “What 
we’re doing is appealing, not 
protesting, not subverting the 
company nor society.”

Aside from the fulfillment 
of the promised promotions, 
the employees also urged the 
company to revise its policy to 
allow a generous salary calcu-
lation to the provident fund, 
which at the moment excludes 
their fixed amount of gratuity. 

The employees stressed 
that other gaming companies 
in the territory long ago es-
chewed the practice, as it was 
less favorable to their staff. 
Staff reporters
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Robert Kirby

MACAU澳聞

Catarina Pinto

Local government 
and industry leaders 
need to forge a closer 
relationship to enable 

the city and citizens to thrive 
on change, says leadership ex-
pert Robert Kirby. Mr Kirby 
made the comments yesterday 
as he presented his book, tit-
led “Dancing Dragon or Hea-
dless Chicken: Unleashing the 
Leader in You,” at a France-
Macau Business Association 
(FMBA) breakfast meeting. 

Speaking to the Times on the 
sidelines of yesterday’s event, 
Mr Kirby suggested that  clo-
ser cooperation between the 
gaming industry and govern-
ment leaders would be of great 
benefit to everyone. 

“Clearly there’s sometimes 
a mismatch in terms of areas 
like infrastructure or educa-
tion. The phasing of the casi-
nos… seems very strange as 
we’re suddenly having a lot of 
integrated resorts opening in a 
very short period of time,” he 
noted.

Mr Kirby added that leaders 
in Macau should manage the 
city’s carrying capacity more 
efficiently, and that develo-
ping and completing infras-
tructural initiatives is a crucial 
step toward success. He recal-
led that initiatives such as the 
LRT have been repeatedly de-
layed over the last five years, 
and remain uncompleted. 

“We don’t know when the 
LRT is going to open; there’s 
the Hong Kong-Macau-Zhuhai 
bridge, or the Taipa ferry ter-
minal. These are very impor-
tant infrastructure projects 
that need to be opened in a ti-
mely manner (…) Once we get 
a little bit more infrastructure 
in place, that’s going to help 
[Macau] moving forward,” he 
stressed. 

Furthermore, he recalled that 
the city will never become a 
world-class tourism destination 
unless these infrastructural ini-
tiatives are fully completed.

Mr Kirby, who founded the 
Kirby Leadership Academy 

 
Once we 
get more 
infrastructure 
in place, 
that’s going to 
help [Macau] 
moving forward

Robert Kirby at the FMBA breakfast meeting

Closer cooperation needed 
between gov’t and industry

and organizes the annual 
Sands China Macau Eco Trail-
Hiker charity race, acknowle-
dged that we need to develop 
a smarter approach to dealing 
with our tourism carrying ca-
pacity. 

As competition increases 
across Asia, with countries 
like the Philippines opening 
gaming resorts, or Japan con-
sidering the legalization of 
gaming, Macau needs to look 
at every aspect of the tourism 
industry, including arrivals, 
immigration, transportation 
and taxes. 

“If locals are feeling threa-
tened by the amount of tou-
rists and they’re not happy 

with what’s going on, then we 
have a real issue. So that also 
needs to be addressed,” he re-
marked.

Local gaming revenue has 
continued to fall over the 
past 14 months, recording a 
34.5-percent decrease over 
the year leading up to July. 

Looking forward, Mr Kirby 
assured those present that lea-
ders in Macau also need to im-
prove their ability to predict 
future developments.

“This downturn that we’re 
having in gaming revenues 
should really be no surprise, 
because you can’t sustain 35 
or 40 percent growth month-
on-month. At some point it’s 

going to slow down.”
Mr Kirby added, “I’m sure 

that there are company lea-
ders who saw this coming, 
and who prepared for it ac-
cordingly. But a lot of people 
got too comfortable, and now 
unfortunately they’re hurting, 
particularly SMEs that rely on 
larger organizations to provi-
de them with business.”

During his talk yesterday, the 
leadership expert pointed out 
that people are now looking 
to work for leaders rather 
than for managers. Therefore, 
SME leaders in Macau should 
remain current and adapt to 
ever-changing times.

“If you’re an SME leader and 

you’re of the old style, you 
need to change, you need to 
update your software, go on a 
course, read leadership books, 
and better understand what 
it’s going to take to attract 
and retain talent,” he explai-
ned, adding that “if you can’t 
attract and retain talent, your 
business is doomed.”

Acknowledging that this is a 
critical time for Macau com-
merce, Mr Kirby said he re-
mains optimistic. “We’ve got 
some great products coming 
up but we need to manage 
infrastructure and tourist ex-
perience, and ultimately this 
requires leadership at every 
level, and open communica-
tion,” he confirmed.

Mr Kirby yesterday presen-
ted his book on leadership, 
which reflects upon a range of 
issues: bolstering leadership 
competencies; learning from 
mistakes; thriving on chan-
ge; setting worthy goals; and 
creating positive-thinking ha-
bits. 

The book was written in col-
laboration with his wife Char-
lotte Tsang, the co-founder 
of the  Kirby Group of Com-
panies.
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corporate bits

To celebrate the eighth anni-
versary of Sands Resorts Co-
tai Strip Macao and The Vene-
tian Macao travellers can en-
joy savings of up to 40 percent 
for a limited time during the 
eight-day sale. Starting Friday 
guests will be able to make sa-
vings at five hotels thanks to 
the 8-day sale.

sands resorts cotai strip and venetian macao anniversary sale

BUSINESS 分析

The city of Tangshan – just 
two hours by car from Beijing 
– will be the newest location 
for the 301-room Shangri-La 
Hotel, Tangshan, opening this 
Friday. 

Shangri-La Hotel, Tangshan 
is located in the Phoenix New 
Town, a new eco-oriented ur-

new shangri-la hotel, tangshan to open

ban area adjacent to the new 
financial and commercial hub. 
Located within the Tangshan 
Kerry Property complex, the 
city’s first integrated develop-
ment, the hotel adjoins a sho-
pping mall and landscaped 
park. 

Outside of the hotel, vi-

sitors can see Tangshan’s 
UNESCO-listed Eastern Qing 
Tombs – the largest Chine-
se imperial monument of its 
kind, relics of the Great Wall 
or appreciate the city’s por-
celain.  The destination is 
equally renowned for Chinese 
Ping Opera, shadow play and 
Laoting drums – collectively 
known as the “Three Flowers 
of Eastern Hebei.” 

Each of the hotel’s gues-
trooms and suites, ranging 
from 45 to 135 square meters, 
is decorated in natural tones, 
green carpets, Chinese-style 
paintings and local ceramic 
ware; while free high-speed 
Wi-Fi, a large workspace and 
marble bathrooms come as 
standard. 

To commemorate the hotel’s 
launch, special rates are avai-
lable until year-end.

From Aug. 28 to Sept. 4, 
guests will be able to book 
rooms for stays between 
Aug.28, 2015 to Feb.7, 2016 
at The Venetian Macao; Four 
Seasons Hotel Macao; Conrad 
Macao, Cotai Central; Shera-
ton Macao Hotel, Cotai Central 
and Holiday Inn Macao Cotai 
Central.

In addition to discounts, 
guests who book a room will 
automatically be entered into 
a lucky draw for the chance to 
win one of eight prizes. One 
winner will be drawn every day 
during the sale. Prizes include 
a “four day and three night” 
stay at one of the hotels at the 
integrated resort.

Jungah Lee

Apple Inc. had Anten-
naGate and BendGa-
te, and now Samsung 
Electronics Co. is fa-

cing PenGate.
The South Korean company 

responded to criticism on social 
media yesterday about its new 
Galaxy Note 5, acknowledging 
that the device can break if the 
stylus is inserted backward into 
the storage slot. Its advice to 
customers: Read the manual.

The S Pen has a uniform width, 
making it fit in the slot upside 
down, and that can cause pro-
blems with the smart-phone, 
Samsung said in a statement. 
The large-screen Note series 
comes with a stylus that helps 
users take notes or draw pic-
tures more precisely than with 

Subramaniam Sharma

Toyota Motor Corp. said it would restart work 
today at China plants that were shut after explo-

sions in the city of Tianjin.
Workers at two lines in the Tianjin Economic Te-

chnological Development Area will come back today 
and start preparation to begin production Friday, 
Toyota said in an e-mailed statement yesterday. Em-
ployees at the Xiqing line will begin operations to-
day, it said.

Production has been shut at Tianjin FAW Toyota 
Motor Co., the Japanese carmaker’s local affiliate, 
since the Aug. 12 blasts at a chemical storage site in 
the northern Chinese port city. The explosions kil-
led at least 123 people and injured 67 Toyota workers 
who live in the area. About 4,700 Toyota and Lexus 
vehicles were also damaged.

The automaker said decisions about working over-
time or extra shifts to recover lost production will be 
made as it continues to assess the state of its facilities. 
Toyota said it can’t estimate lost output at this stage.

Toyota said it doesn’t expect sales to be “signifi-
cantly affected” as they have “certain amount of in-
ventory.”

Shares of Toyota rose 2.9 percent to 6,920 yen at 
the 3 p.m. close in Tokyo trading, the biggest gain 
since Dec. 19. Japan’s benchmark Topix index clim-
bed 3.2 percent.

The Tianjin disaster took a broader toll on the auto 
industry, damaging 2,700 Volkswagen AG vehicles, 
shutting a nearby Hyundai Motor Co. logistics center 
and forcing Fuji Heavy Industries Ltd. to divert car 
shipments to Shanghai. The warehouse that explo-
ded stored about 1,300 metric tons of oxide compou-
nds, the official Xinhua News Agency reported, citing 
Tianjin Vice Mayor He Shushan. Bloomberg

A man walks past a Samsung Electronics Co. shop in Beijing

Samsung responds 
to ‘PenGate’ Galaxy 
Note 5 flaw

Toyota poised to restart 
production at China 
plant shut in blast

their fingertips. Previous pens 
wouldn’t fit when inserted in-
correctly.

“If you insert the pen in the 
opposite direction into the Note 
5 slot and put force to get it out, 
it could damage the S pen and 
the device resulting in malfunc-
tioning,” Samsung said in an 
e-mail. “That doesn’t mean that 
it’s a defective product.”

Some users complained about 
the issue on Twitter under the 
hashtag #PenGate. Samsung 
said the Note 5 manual already 
warns of potential misuse of the 
stylus, and users can get their 
devices repaired at a local ser-
vice center.

The issue is reminiscent of 
some of Apple’s previous miss-
teps with the iPhones. In 2010, 
Steve Jobs said some peo-
ple were holding the iPhone 4 

wrong, and that was impeding 
reception. Apple subsequently 
gave away plastic cases to fix 
what Jobs called “AntennaGate.”

Last year, some users com-
plained that their iPhone 6 Plus 
bent when they sat on it. Apple 
responded by saying the ben-
ding was “extremely rare.”

Samsung is counting on the 
Note 5 and the curved-screen 
Galaxy S6 Edge Plus to help its 
products stand out from Apple 
and hundreds of vendors selling 
smartphones using Google In-
c.’s Android software.

The Suwon, South Korea-ba-
sed company released the devi-
ces this month to get ahead of 
the next iteration of iPhones. 
They debuted after lackluster 
sales of the premium Galaxy S6 
prompted the company to cut 
prices. Bloomberg
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Portugal should re-
main in a situation of 
excessive budget defi-
cit until at least 2016, 

although the economic reco-
very is consolidating, indicate 
the spring economic forecasts 
released this week by the Eu-
ropean Commission.

The Commission indicates 
that the budget deficit should 
fall to 3.1 percent of gross do-
mestic product this year, down 
a tenth from what was forecast 
in February, albeit still 0.4 
percentage points above the 
government’s forecast.

The upward revision compa-
red to the last forecast is solely 
due to improved economic con-
ditions and not to any additio-
nal effort, as the budget conso-
lidation plan does not account 
for more than 0.5 percent of 
GDP, the Commission justifies.

The government affirms 
that the budget deficit will 
be 1.8 percent in 2016, while 
the Commission forecasts 2.8 
percent. However, the Euro-
pean Commission’s figures are 
based on a scenario in which 
measures not yet unappro-
ved or with a high likelihood 
of being implemented are not 
considered.

The spring forecasts indicate 
that Portugal’s economy is ac-

Japan aims to fi-
nance the second 

phase of the project to 
modernise the port of 
Namibe with a view to 
increasing cargo han-
dling capacity, Japan’s 
ambassador in Angola, 
Kuniaki Ito, said on 
Tuesday in Namibe.

Ito, who was on a 
two-day visit to Na-

The Cape Verde (Cabo Verde) company Fogo Coffee 
Spirit has sold 6,960 kg of coffee to the American 

company Starbucks, the first time the company has pla-
ced its products in the US market, reports Inforpress 
agency.

The export of coffee from Fogo was one of the goals 
behind the creation of Fogo Coffee Spirit, a partnership 
between the Dutch company Trabocca, Cabo Verde’s 
Capital Consulting and the Associação dos Produtores 
do Café dos Mosteiros (Pro Café).

Fogo Coffee Spirit coffee has previously been sold to 
countries such as Japan, Russia, the Netherlands, Ger-
many and Italy.

The product exported to the United States complied 
with all parameters required by the importing country 
per the plant health certificate issued by the Rural De-
velopment Ministry’s office on Fogo Island, reports In-
forpress, citing officials from Fogo Coffee Spirit.

For the last two years the company has been working 
to develop a project meant to internationally promo-
te the country and its coffee. Plans call for coffee pro-
duction to increase from the current 30 tons (average 
annual production) to 300 tons on a ten-year horizon.

Fogo (biological) coffee is cultivated in a fertile moun-
tainous area with several microclimates in Mosteiros 
municipality, mainly at Morgadio de Monte Queimado, 
the island’s largest unified property dedicated to coffee 
production. It was awarded the gold medal at the 1934 
Portuguese Colonial Exhibition in Porto and in 1949 in 
Lisbon, distinguished as the “empire’s best coffee”.

In the early 20th century Fogo coffee was presented 
at the Paris world’s fair and at the time was recognised 
as the best coffee in the then Portuguese Empire, sur-
passing in quality coffees from Angola, São Tomé and 
Príncipe and Timor. MDT/Macauhub

Cape Verde

Company 
sells coffee to 
Starbucks

Angola

Japan willing to finance 
2nd modernisation phase 
of Namibe port

Portugal maintains excessive 
deficit in 2015

celerating and consolidating 
and should grow 1.6 percent 
this year and accelerate to 1.8 
percent in 2016, again driven 
mainly by internal demand.

The Portuguese government 
forecasts economic growth 
of 1.6 percent this year and 2 
percent in 2016.

Imports grew at a higher 
pace than exports, meaning 
that exports weighed nega-
tively for the first time since 
2010, though this should disa-
ppear with the European eco-
nomy’s upswing and devalua-
tion of the euro, the Commis-
sion adds.

The indicators are generally 
positive. Corporate income 
tax reform has helped improve 
the business environment and 
should help boost private in-
vestment, while depreciation 
of the euro and the European 
Central Bank’s flexible mone-
tary policy help balance risks 
to these projections. Macauhub

mibe province, said 
he would ask the ci-
ty’s port administra-
tion for details about 
costs associated to the 
modernisation plan’s 
second phase in order 
to determine the real 
cost, reports Angop 
news agency.

The first phase of res-
toration and moderni-

sation of Namibe port, 
financed by the Japa-
nese government, cost 
USD24 million and 
consisted of enlarging 
the quay from 240 me-
ters to 875 meters.

Under that plan, the 
port gained a 25,000 
square meter parking 
area and modernised 
port access roads and 

the water supply sys-
tem for ships, among 
other projects.

The second phase will 
consist of increasing 
depth to allow larger 
vessels to berth, ena-
bling the port to assert 
its position as the lar-
gest such infrastructure 
in the southern region of 
Angola. MDT/Macauhub
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Joe McDonald
Business Writer, Beijing

Employees of one of Chi-
na’s biggest securities firms 

and one current and one former 
employee of its market regula-
tor are under investigation on 
suspicion of illegal stock tra-
ding, state media reported yes-
terday, amid the collapse of a 
stock price boom.

Three other brokerages an-
nounced they are under investi-
gation for possible violations of 
rules on confirming the identi-
ties of customers.

China’s  main stock market 
index has fallen more than 40 
percent since early June. Yes-
terday, it fell another 1.2 per-
cent, following declines of 8.5 
percent on Monday and 7.6 
percent on Tuesday.

Authorities have accused se-
curities firms of manipulating 
prices, suggesting the ruling 
Communist Party might be 
trying to deflect blame for the 
collapse, which angered small 
investors.

Eight employees of state-ow-
ned Citic Securities Ltd., inclu-
ding one surnamed Xu, are sus-
pected of “illegal securities tra-
ding,” the Xinhua News Agency 
said. It gave no other details, 
but a leading Chinese business 
magazine, Caixin, reported 
on its website that Xu was the 

China wants an eco-
nomy driven by con-

sumption and not invest-
ment. That means putting 
more spare ribs on the ta-
ble and forging fewer gir-
ders for skyscrapers.

As incomes rise, people 
are spending more on 
consumer products from 
luxury handbags to baby 
food. Already the meat 
of choice in many hou-
seholds, pork demand is 
growing.

The Chinese account 
for more than half the 
world’s consumption 
and are importing more 
than ever. The nation 
purchased a record 
319,891 metric tons of 
pork in the first half 
of the year. Smithfield 
Foods Inc., the world’s 
largest producer, increa-
sed shipments to China 
by 45 percent.

A Chinese investor monitors stock prices at a brokerage in Beijing

Authorities probing brokers, 
regulators for possible stock crimes  

Tale of two pigs is one way to 
divine Beijing’s economic future

firm’s managing director, Xu 
Gang.

The police ministry announ-
ced July 12 investigators had 
found “evidence to suspect that 
individual trading companies 
are illegally manipulating se-
curities and futures exchan-
ges.” It gave no details of which 
firms were targeted.

The market benchmark soa-
red more than 150 percent 

beginning late last year befo-
re hitting a June 12 peak and 
plunging. The downturn tri-
ggered complaints politically 
favored insiders profited at the 
expense of small investors. Bei-
jing responded by barring large 
shareholders from selling and 
ordering executives to buy back 
any recently sold stock in their 
own companies.

In a statement through the 

Hong Kong Stock Exchange, 
Citic Securities said it had re-
ceived no notice of an investi-
gation.

Phone calls to Citic Securities’ 
headquarters in Beijing weren’t 
answered.

The firm is part of Citic Group, 
the Cabinet’s main holding 
company. It is best known 
abroad for its 2012 purchase 
of Hong Kong-based brokera-

ge CLSA Asia-Pacific Markets 
from France’s Credit Agricole 
for USD1.25 billion in the first 
major foreign acquisition by a 
Chinese broker.

Meanwhile, a staff member 
from the China Securities Regu-
latory Commission surnamed 
Liu and a former staff member 
are suspected of “insider tra-
ding and forging official docu-
ments and seals,” Xinhua said. 
It gave no other details.

A journalist surnamed Wang 
and several other people also 
are suspected of fabricating and 
spreading fake securities and 
futures trading information, the 
agency said.

It gave no indication whether 
the cases were connected.

Separately, three brokerages 
said they were under investi-
gation for possible violation of 
“know your customer” rules. 
GF Securities, Haitong Securi-
ties and HTSC made their an-
nouncements through the Hong 
Kong Stock Exchange.

In July, the securities regula-
tor accused brokerages of im-
properly allowing customers to 
trade without giving their real 
names or to subdivide accoun-
ts to allow others to use them 
to trade. It ordered brokers to 
end the practice and to sever 
ties with unlicensed companies 
that lend money to finance tra-
ding. AP

Domestic demand in-
creased almost 12 per-
cent over the previous 
four years and will grow 
0.4 percent in 2015, ac-
cording to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture. 
While a surge in domes-
tic prices amid a wides-
pread cull by farmers 
may temper demand in 
the near-term, consump-
tion is forecast to increa-
se in the long run. The 
Chinese will eat more 
than 33.4 kilograms per 
capita by 2024, up from 
31.8 kilograms this year, 
according to estimates 
from the Organisation 
for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development 
and Food and Agricultu-
re Organization.

“Shoppers are consu-
ming more meat-based 
proteins as their inco-
me levels rise and diets 

converge with mature 
markets,” said Tho-
mas Jastrzab, a Hong 
Kong-based consumer 
analyst at Bloomberg 
Intelligence. “Policies 
to increase urbanization 
and lift minimum wages 
are playing an important 
role in stimulating do-
mestic consumption.”

Almost a third of ur-
ban households earn in 
excess of USD15,000 
a year, double that of 
2009, Jastrzab said, ci-
ting data from Euromo-
nitor. More than half 
the country now lives in 
towns and cities, accor-
ding to the World Bank.

While more money 
means more pork for 
dinner, it’s consumption 
of another sort of pig 
that tells the flip side of 
China’s economic story. 
Pig iron is used to make 

steel, the backbone of 
construction, and de-
mand is shrinking.

China is on track for 
the weakest growth since 
1990 as the government 
steers the economy away 
from manufacturing. A 
sharp decline in buil-
ding completions and 
falling land purchases 
show how construction 
is slowing.

Materials from copper 
to iron ore and steel 
have sunk to multi-year 
lows and pessimism is 
spreading across the me-
tals market, according to 
Bloomberg Intelligen-
ce. As China’s demand 
shrinks, its selling more 
steel and aluminum 
overseas and that’s wei-
ghing on global prices, 
said Yi Zhu, a metals 
and mining analyst at 
Bloomberg Intelligence.

“China is no longer ab-
sorbing all of its iron and 
steel production,” said 
Wang Jianhua at Mys-
teel Research, an indus-
try consultant. “We have 
to cut the overcapacity 
in domestic mills.”

The speed with which 
the nation can replace 
growth derived from in-
vesting in buildings and 
infrastructure with ex-
pansion led by shoppers 
holds the key to China’s 

economic future.
“China’s economy is in 

the middle of the tran-
sition that most develo-
ped nations have already 
been through,” said Zhao 
Yang, chief China econo-
mist at Nomura Holdin-
gs Inc. in Hong Kong. 
“Growth will be slower 
because the influence 
of retail consumption is 
much weaker than sti-
mulus from investment.” 
Bloomberg
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The China 
miracle might 
just be coming 
to an end

Willy Lam
Chinese University 

of Hong Kong
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Christopher Bodeen, Beijing 

What does China’s 
leadership lose 
politically as a re-
sult of the coun-

try’s precipitous stock market 
decline? A bit of internatio-
nal swagger, but probably not 
much else — for now.

Despite growing anger among 
retail investors and a strong 
sense of economic decline, a 
major shakeup is unlikely, gi-
ven the rigidity of the political 
system, the leadership’s need 
to exude calm and the idea that 
changes could be perceived as 
signs of weakness or error.

Having accumulated more 
power than any Chinese lea-
der in 20 years, President Xi 
Jinping is expected to stay the 
course in hopes that the market 
will correct itself and the eco-
nomy returns to an even keel. 
The longer that takes, the grea-
ter the risks for the Commu-
nist Party, which has managed 
to keep a tight grip on power 
in part because of its ability to 
deliver economic growth.

Xi’s position on the global 
stage is suddenly a far cry from 
last year, when he appeared 
ascendant. His star seemed to 
hit its zenith as he hosted U.S. 
President Barack Obama and 
other world leaders at a global 
summit in Beijing and laun-
ched the Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank as China’s 
alternative to Western-domi-
nated institutions such as the 
World Bank and International 
Monetary Fund.

Now, with the economy 
slowing and roughly 40 per-
cent of the value of stocks era-
sed since June 12, the leader-
ship’s preferred mix of market 
economics and strict one-party 
communist rule is under seve-
re strain.

“The China miracle might 
just be coming to an end,” said 
Willy Lam, an expert on elite 
politics at the Chinese Univer-
sity of Hong Kong. “The magic 
formula is running out.”

A raft of emergency measu-
res seems to have done little 
to stem the current crisis. Af-
ter giving brokerages money 
to buy stocks and forbidding 
share sales by major inves-
tors, the government suspen-
ded new listings, slashed inte-
rest rates to a record low and 
launched an assault on illegal 
short-selling.

Even so, the main Shanghai 
Composite Index slumped 7.6 
percent on Tuesday and ano-
ther 1.3 percent yesterday, 

Chinese President Xi Jinping attends the opening ceremony of the World Athletics Championships at the Bird’s Nest stadium in Beijing

Xi staying the course 
despite sliding economy  

on top of an 8.5 percent loss 
Monday. Losses on the smaller 
Shenzhen Composite have 
been even more dramatic.

With the emergency mea-
sures failing, the government 
appears reconciled to allowing 
the chips to fall where they 
may, despite bubbling public 
anger and eroding faith in the 
system, analysts say.

“The fact that the party-state 
has had great difficulty stabili-
zing the markets and propping 
them up has dented public 
trust in the central authori-
ties,” said Dali Yang, a Chinese 
politics expert at the Universi-
ty of Chicago.

The damage could be even 
greater because those betting 
on stocks firmly believed the 
government would support 
the market and minimize their 
losses, Yang said, a throwback 
to the years of the command 
economy that has been lar-
gely abandoned. Along with 
the fall in markets, exports are 
shrinking and both economic 
growth and job creation look 
likely to miss their official tar-
gets for the year.

Factories are shedding 
millions of jobs, threatening 
to inflame social tensions as 
recent graduates see opportu-
nities drying up.  New  indus-
tries including e-commerce are 
growing but still are too small 
to offset job losses in traditio-
nal businesses.

Adding to the economic fo-
ment, China’s currency, the 

yuan or renminbi as it is also 
known, has lost 3 percent of 
its value against the U.S. dollar 
over recent weeks. That move 
came as a shock to most traders 
and reflects the sharp decline in 
trade as China seeks to make its 
exports more competitive.

Most visibly, the economic 
turmoil is altering the dynami-
cs for Xi’s state visit to the U.S. 
next month, a trip that will also 
see him deliver a major address 
at the United Nations. Whe-
reas China’s economic streng-
th has lent it increasing diplo-
matic clout, its recent stumbles 
put Xi in a diminished position 
as he seeks to defend China’s 
increasingly assertive foreign 
policies.

“The dramatic fall of the Chi-
nese stock markets and the 
weakness in the Chinese eco-
nomy are a humbling expe-
rience for China’s leaders and 
that will shape the atmosphere 
for Xi’s visit to the U.S.,” Yang 
said.

The faltering economy threa-
tens to upset the social and 
political fundamentals under-
pinning the communist state. 
Over three decades of econo-
mic reforms, China’s leaders 
have counted on sustained 
growth and improving living 
standards to shore up their 
credibility, even as they su-
ppress all attempts at political 
opening and independent so-
cial organizing.

A slowing economy may now 
compel them to seek non-eco-

nomic sources of party-state 
legitimacy, said Kellee Tsai, 
chair professor of political 
science at The Hong Kong Uni-
versity of Science and Tech-
nology. While Tsai offered no 
alternatives, that potentially 
raises the possibility of even 
greater levels of nationalism 
and xenophobia, tendencies 
percolating in Chinese socie-
ty that break out into periodic 
spasms of violence and rage, 
especially directed toward tra-
ditional antagonist Japan.

“Xi may be expected to be de-
fensive if things continue this 
way,” Tsai said.

An extended crisis could 
prompt Xi to pin the respon-
sibility on Premier Li Keqiang, 
who is formally in charge of the 
economy and originates from a 
rival political faction.

That’s not a step Xi would 
take lightly, however, given 
that it would signal to the rest 
of the country and the world 
that the ruling party has “made 

a mess in handling the finan-
cial and economic challenges,” 
said Steve Tsang, senior fellow 
at the University of Nottin-
gham’s China Policy Institute.

While the crisis at home 
may  generate  some negative 
media attention, Xi is too con-
fident and risk-adverse to em-
bark on major changes, Tsang 
said.

“My bet is that the (U.S.) vi-
sit will go ahead, with some 
embarrassing coverage outsi-
de of China but no diplomatic 
unpleasantness,” Tsang said.

While Xi may bet on staying 
the course, many of the tens 
of millions of retail stock in-
vestors who lost money in the 
market drop are still expec-
ting a bailout. They represent 
the growing middle class that 
Beijing is relying on to shift 
the economy into one based 
on consumption rather than 
government-led investment. 
Getting burned on stock in-
vestments is sure to dent their 
confidence in the government’s 
ability to shepherd that transi-
tion.

Zheng Xuchu, 28, a high 
school teacher from Shanghai, 
and his mother lost 170,000 
yuan (USD26,500) in just five 
days of trading in August and 
is hoping the government will 
compensate for their losses.

“The government should be 
clear about its functions and 
responsibilities, rescue in-
vestors and make this a fair 
marketplace,” Zheng said. AP
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obama expresses 
regret to abe for 
spying charges 

President Barack Obama 
has called Japan’s leader to express 
regret over recent WikiLeaks al-
legations that the U.S. had spied on 
senior Japanese officials. Obama 
told Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
that he thought the trouble the 
revelations caused Abe and his 
government was regrettable, a 
Japanese government spokesman 
told reporters. The 40-minute call 
took place yesterday morning Ja-
pan time. Japanese officials faced 
questioning from the media and in 
parliament after WikiLeaks posted 
online what appeared to be five U.S. 
National Security Agency reports on 
Japanese positions on international 
trade and climate change. They date 
from 2007 to 2009. WikiLeaks also 
posted what it says was an NSA list 
of 35 Japanese targets for telephone 
intercepts. Abe told Obama that the 
allegations could undermine trust 
between the countries, and reiter-
ated his request for an investigation 
of the matter. The comments from 
both sides seemed to echo the ex-
change between Abe and U.S. Vice 
President Joe Biden in a similar call 
earlier this month. The two leaders 
also discussed the global economic 
turmoil, North Korea and climate 
change.
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Matthew Pennington, Washington 

Senior staff at the U.S. Em-
bassy to Japan, including Am-

bassador Caroline Kennedy, have 
used personal email accounts for 
official business, an internal in-
vestigator said in a report Tues-
day (yesterday, Macau time). 
Some emails contained sensitive 
information.

The State Department’s Office 
of Inspector  General  said that it 
identified instances where emails 
labeled “sensitive but unclassi-
fied” were sent from or received by 
personal email accounts. Depart-
ment policy is that employees ge-

Jerry Harmer, Bangkok 

Thai authorities destroyed more than 2 
tons of seized and smuggled ivory yester-

day, in the latest move by the government to 
avoid possible economic sanctions over a per-
ceived failure to tackle the illicit trade.

Tusks from more than 200 dead African ele-
phants and other items made from ivory, such 
as jewelry and statues, were spread across 
viewing tables before being crushed by a ma-
chine into small pieces that were to be incine-
rated later in the day.

“This event shows the international commu-
nity that Thailand intends to tackle the illegal 
ivory trade,” said Nipol Chotiban, head of the 
Department of National Parks, Wildlife and 
Plant Conservation.

To emphasize the point, Prime Minister 
Prayuth Chan-ocha presided over the event, 
loading the first tusk into the crushing machi-
ne.

Thailand’s record on ivory is poor. The Uni-
ted Nations body that tries to tackle the illegal 
ivory trade, known as CITES, lists Thailand as 
the world’s second-biggest end-user market, 
behind China.

The Southeast Asian country is a major tran-
sit hub and destination for smuggled tusks, 
which are often carved into tourist trinkets 
and ornaments.

Part of the problem has been a Thai law that 
allows ivory from its own domesticated ele-
phants to be worked into ornaments and sold. 
The law has created a loophole through which 
ivory from African animals can be laundered. 
In 2013 CITES put Thailand on notice to sort 
out the situation or face economic sanctions.

Since then Thailand has passed  new  laws 
and made major seizures at ports and airpor-
ts. But the pressure remains.

In less than a week, Thailand must submit an 
update of its progress to CITES.

Several wildlife and conservation groups 
audited the stockpile before it was destroyed 
and welcomed the event while noting that 
there is still much to do, including continuous 
law enforcement and the tackling of the gangs 
behind the trade.

“This is not over yet,” said Tom Milliken, 
one of the world experts on the illicit trade in 
ivory. “This is just one event that will definitely 
signal to the world that the Thai government 
is committed but the impact on the market is 
really the critical element.”

More than 14 tons of ivory remains in Thai 
stockpiles, kept as part of court cases against 
smugglers. AP

U.S. Ambassador to Japan Caroline Kennedy

Japan

After Clinton, US 
Ambassador Kennedy 
used private email

Thai officials arrange seized elephant tusks to be 
displayed before destruction in Bangkok

Thailand 

Authorities 
destroy more 
than 2 tons of 
illegal ivory

nerally  should not use such ac-
counts for official business, the 
watchdog’s office said.

“Employees are also expected to 
use approved, secure methods to 
transmit sensitive but unclassi-
fied information when available 
and practical,” says the report.

State Department spokesman 
John Kirby said that although 
Kennedy did “infrequently” use 
private email, there was no indi-
cation she violated department 
policy, which allows its sparing 
and careful use if the information 
sent or received is then archived 
in a government system. He said 
classified information was not 
sent by private email, and that 
Kennedy did not use a personal 
email server.

The inspector  general’s  fin-
ding comes in the midst of a de-
partment review of thousands of 
Hillary Rodham Clinton’s emails 
that were sent and received from 
a private email account while she 
was secretary of state. Clinton also 
used her own email server.

The inspection of the embassy’s 
operations was conducted be-
tween January and March. Kenne-
dy, the daughter of the late Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy, has served 
as ambassador in Tokyo since No-
vember 2013.

The report does not appear to su-
ggest a serious information brea-
ch. Sensitive but unclassified in-
formation can be shared outside of 

the government, though officials 
are required to use discretion. 
However, it puts further spotlight 
on the department’s struggle to 
keep its information secure.

“It is highly, highly discouraged 
to send (by private email) infor-
mation that you think is sensitive 
but unclassified,” Kirby told re-
porters. “You can do it if there’s 
no other viable means of commu-
nicating the information and you 
take the proper steps to make sure 
that it’s recorded back into the go-
vernment system.”

Kirby said that the embassy 
in  Japan  requires the use of offi-
cial email accounts to conduct of-
ficial business whenever possible. 
He said Kennedy and other sta-
ff were implementing in full the 
recommendations made in Tues-
day’s report.

The wide-ranging report also takes 
note of Kennedy’s celebrity status 
and its impact on the embassy.

The report says the ambassador 
is very popular in  Japan  because 
of her family history and has an 
“innovative” approach to public di-
plomacy. But it notes that demands 
for her participation in events 
across  Japan  have put strains on 
the embassy’s resources.

It says the protocol section has 
been augmented with additional 
staff hours, and the embassy “has 
now caught up on the backlog of 
gifts sent to the ambassador in her 
first six months in Japan.” AP
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R.K. Misra, Ahmadabad

Fresh communal 
clashes erupted in wes-
tern  India  yesterday as 
police and paramilitary 

forces tried to quell riots led by 
members of a farming caste de-
manding government benefits.

Authorities imposed a curfew 
Tuesday night in at least five ci-
ties in Gujarat state, after mobs 
attacked police with stones and 
sticks and burned vehicles. Ce-
llphone communications were 
blocked in the state’s main city of 
Ahmadabad to stop both rumors 
from spreading and gangs from 
coordinating their movements.

No casualties have been re-
ported as the leader of the Pa-
tidars, also known as the Patel 
community for the last name 
they share, called a general 
strike yesterday.

There were isolated clashes 
between protesters and police 
in several other cities in Gu-
jarat, including the diamond 
cutting and polishing hub of 
Surat. TV stations reported that 
police fired tear gas to disperse 
the crowds in some parts of the 
state.

The Patels are demanding the 
special status given to many mi-
norities in  India, guaranteeing 
them a share of government 
jobs and school places.

They make up about 20 per-
cent of Gujarat’s 63 million 
people and say their livelihoods 
based on seasonal farming and 
small industry have become 
increasingly difficult amid  In-
dia’s  agricultural malaise and 
rapid economic growth marked 
by high inflation.

India’s  constitution sets out 
affirmative action, called re-
servations, for  India’s  lowest 
Dalit and untouchable castes 
to help them overcome centu-
ries of discrimination. That has 

Rahim Faiez, Kabul 

Two men wearing Af-
ghan security force 

uniforms opened fire yes-
terday inside a military 
base in southern Afgha-
nistan, killing two NATO 
service members before 
being shot dead themsel-
ves, the international for-
ce said.

NATO offered few de-
tails about the shooting in 
Afghanistan’s Helmand 
province, which appeared 
to be the latest so-called 
“insider attack” to target 
foreign troops or contrac-
tors in the country. Af-
ghan officials said autho-
rities believe an argument 

Tens of thousands of protestors from Gujarat’s Patel community participate in a rally in Ahmadabad

India  

Fresh communal clashes erupt 
over caste protest

In this Tuesday, June 30 file photo, Afghan security personnel 
investigate site of a suicide attack on a NATO military convoy in Kabul

Afghanistan 

NATO: Men in Afghan uniforms 
kill 2 foreign troops at base  

been expanded over the years 
to include several other relati-
vely disadvantaged low caste 
groups.

Because reservations allow 
easier access to government 
jobs, schools and universities, 
they’ve become a huge political 
bargaining chip in this country 
of 1.2 billion, and over the last 
decade several groups have led 
violent protests to demand that 

they be counted at the bottom 
of the country’s complex caste 
system.

On Tuesday, Patel leaders led 
a rally attended by 500,000 
community members from 
across Gujarat. Later, police de-
tained the group’s 22-year-old 
firebrand leader Hardik Patel, 
triggering riots.

Hardik Patel called for a strike 
yesterday across Gujarat, the 

state that Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi administered as 
chief minister for 12 years.

The streets of Ahmadabad 
were deserted and schools, 
colleges and businesses were 
closed. The only crowds were 
large groups of people gathered 
in the city’s Patel-dominated 
neighborhoods.

Modi’s successor as chief mi-
nister, Anandiben Patel, has ur-

ged members of her own com-
munity to maintain peace.

She has said that giving into 
the demands of the Patels 
was not possible because  In-
dia’s  Supreme Court has man-
dated that state governments 
can set aside only 50 percent of 
jobs and school seats for econo-
mically backward groups and 
that existing low caste groups 
already fill those spots. AP

sparked the shooting.
In a statement, NATO 

said the two men in Af-
ghan uniforms opened 
fire on a vehicle with in-
ternational troops inside 
it. Both shooters were 
killed when NATO forces 
returned fire, it said.

NATO did not identify 
the nationalities of the in-
ternational troops killed, 
nor the base on which the 
attack took place. It said 
the attackers wore “Af-
ghan National Defense 
and Security Forces uni-
forms,” which include the 
country’s police, military 
and border patrol.

Karim Atal, the head 
of Helmand’s provincial 

council, said the shooting 
happened on the Shorab 
military base, which was 
formerly the British mili-
tary’s Camp Bastion. Atal 
said the shooting happe-
ned after an argument 
between the Afghan and 
foreign troops.

“First, there was an ar-
gument between an army 
officer and the foreign 
soldiers, and it ended in 
shooting,” Atal said.

A police official in Hel-
mand, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity as 
he wasn’t authorized to 
discuss the attack, also 
said an argument likely 
sparked the shooting.

No group claimed res-

ponsibility for the assault. 
In past attacks, Taliban 
insurgents have been 
known to wear Afghan 
police or military unifor-
ms to stage attacks on 
the international troops. 
Others have opened fire 
apparently on their own 
accord, like an Afghan 
soldier who last year kil-
led Maj. Gen. Harold 
J. Greene, the highes-
t-ranked U.S. officer to 
be slain in combat since 
1970 in the Vietnam War.

The shooting is the third 
“insider attack” on fo-
reign forces this year. In 
January, three American 
civilian contractors were 
shot dead at Kabul airport 

by an Afghan soldier who 
was also killed. In April, 
an American soldier was 
killed by an Afghan sol-
dier inside the compound 
of the governor of eastern 
Nangarhar province’s ca-
pital Jalalabad.

Meanwhile yesterday, 
Taliban insurgents over-
ran the Musa Qala district 
in Helmand province, 
said Mohammad Sharif, 
the district’s administra-
tive chief. He said Afghan 

security forces had been 
resisting the Taliban atta-
ck for more than a week.

“We tried hard in the 
past days to fight the Tali-
ban, but we didn’t get any 
support from the govern-
ment and finally we lost 
control of the district,” 
Sharif said.

He said there were ca-
sualties among the Af-
ghan security forces, 
though he couldn’t provi-
de a death toll. AP
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WORLD 分析

A television reporter 
and cameraman were 
shot to death on the 
air during a live broa-

dcast yesterday morning (local 
time) from a shopping center 
in Virginia.

Jeffrey A. Marks, general ma-
nager of WDBJ-TV, identified 
the two killed as Alison Parker 
and Adam Ward.

Video shows Parker inter-
viewing someone about tou-
rism on Bridgewater Plaza 
in Franklin County. She was 
smiling when suddenly at least 
eight shots were heard. Parker 
screams, runs and can be heard 
saying, “Oh my God.”

As the camera drops to the 
ground, it captures what 

Thomas Beaumont, 
Dubuque, Iowa

 

Republican presi-
dential candidate Do-

nald Trump has taken on 
another popular TV  news 
personality, this time a 
Spanish-language broad-
caster who was eventually 
removed from a news con-
ference.

The billionaire business-
man engaged in a prolon-
ged confrontation about his 
immigration policy Tues-
day (early yesterday, Ma-
cau time) with Jorge Ra-
mos, the Miami-based an-
chor for Univision, during 
a news conference in Iowa.

Trump, who has taken an 
early lead in the crowded 
Republican presidential 
race but remains a long 
shot for the White House, 
has already unnerved party 
leaders with his inflamma-
tory comments about His-
panics. Republican leaders 

Bela Szandelszky, Roszke 

Clambering over razor 
wire or scuttling under it, a 

growing tide of migrants surged 
across the Serbian border into 
Hungary yesterday, impatiently 
jostling to complete the forma-
lities of entering the country.

In Roszke, a Hungarian border 
town where migrants requesting 
asylum were being processed by 
authorities, police used tear gas 
to break up a brief scuffle invol-
ving about 200 migrants.

Police said the scuffles broke 
out because migrants’ impa-
tience with delays in the regis-
tration process caused by the 
growing number of arrivals.

By 0730 GMT yesterday, al-
ready 1,302 migrants had been 
detained at the southern border 
with Serbia, Karoly Papp, Hun-
gary’s national police chief, said 
in Budapest, the Hungarian ca-
pital.

Police said that 2,533 migran-

This screenshot from WDBJ-TV7, in Roanoke, Va., shows reporter Alison Parker and 
photographer Adam Ward

USA

Reporter, cameraman shot 
to death on air in Virginia

Miami-based Univision anchor Jorge Ramos, left, asks Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump a question 
about his immigration proposal during a news conference in Iowa

Presidential race 

Trump starts new media feud 
with Latino news anchor

Syrian refugees cross into Hungary underneath the border fence on the Hungarian - 
Serbian border near Roszke

Hungary 

Border fence proving futile 
in slowing migrant flow

appears to be a fleeting image 
of the shooter. The person is 
wearing black pants and a blue 

top and appears to be holding 
a handgun.

The station then switches 

back to a shot of an anchor back 
at the station, who appears 
shocked and says, “OK, not 
sure what happened there. We 
will of course let you know as 
soon as we find out what those 
sounds were from.”

In a tweet, the station said: 
“We love you, Alison and 
Adam.”

Marks said police “are 
working very diligently to tra-
ck down both the motive and 
the person responsible for this 
terrible crime against two fine 
journalists.”

Parker just turned 24 and 
attended James Madison Uni-
versity, where she was the edi-
tor of the school’s newspaper, 
The Breeze. She also had been 

an intern at WDBJ-TV.
According to her Facebook 

page, Parker was an avid 
kayaker and theatergoer.

Her boyfriend, WDBJ anchor 
Chris Hurst, said they hadn’t 
shared their relationship pu-
blicly but “were very much in 
love.” He said they had just 
moved in together and wanted 
to get married.

“I am numb,” he said.
The station’s website says 

Ward was 27 and a graduate 
of Virginia Tech. He was en-
gaged to a producer at the sta-
tion, Melissa Ott, said WDBJ 
spokesman Mike Morgan.

“Adam was our go-to guy. He 
pretty much was available to 
do anything that we asked,” 
Morgan said. “He did live sho-
ts during our morning show for 
several years.”

The station is based in Roa-
noke, Virginia, and serves the 
southwest and central part of 
the state. The shopping mall 
where the incident happened is 
just off Smith Mountain Lake 
in Moneta, about 25 miles sou-
theast of Roanoke. AP

see Latinos, who have vo-
ted overwhelmingly Demo-
cratic in recent presiden-
tial elections, as a rapidly 
growing demographic cri-
tical to their future. Trump 
launched his campaign by 
describing Mexican immi-
grants in the U.S. illegally as 
“criminals” and “rapists.”

Earlier this month he 
sparked a feud with a po-
pular female TV host, wor-
rying some Republicans 
that he was damaging the 
party’s image among wo-
men, another demographic 
the party has tried to court.

On Tuesday, Ramos began 
to ask Trump about his im-
migration proposal, which 
includes ending automatic 
citizenship for infants born 
in the United States to pa-
rents in the country ille-
gally.

Trump interrupted him, 
saying he hadn’t called on 
Ramos before repeatedly 
telling him to “sit down” 

and then saying, “Go back 
to Univision.”

As he was taken from the 
room, Ramos said, “You 
cannot build a 1,900-
mile (3,000 kilometers) 
wall,” another proposal in 
Trump’s plan.

Moments later, Trump 
defended Ramos’ remo-
val, saying: “He just stands 
up and starts screaming. 
Maybe he’s at fault also.”

In an interview on ABC’s 
“Good Morning America” 
yesterday morning, Ra-
mos said he was not ex-
pecting to be tossed from 
the news conference.

“Never in my life — and 
I’ve been a journalist for 
more than 30 years — have 
I been thrown out of a press 
conference,” he said.

Trump told NBC’s “Today” 
show that Ramos “stood up 
and started ranting and 
raving like a madman. He 
was totally, absolutely out 
of line.” AP

ts were detained on Tuesday, 
up from 2,093 on Monday and 
by far the highest figure of the 
year. After requesting asylum 
and registering with authori-
ties, migrants are sent to one 
of Hungary’s refugee centers. 
Most, however, try to quickly 
leave for richer EU countries 
like Germany or Sweden.

Authorities promised further 
steps to try to secure the border, 
but not right away.

Papp said six police units of 
2,106 “border hunters” would be 
deployed from Sept. 15, with he-
licopters, police dogs and patrols 
on horseback taking part in the 
security efforts along the border.

“The organization, equipment 
and great mobility of the bor-
der guard units ... will decrease 
the security risks caused by the 
massive illegal migration,” Papp 
said, adding that water cannons 
would also be sent to Szeged, 
the largest city in the Hunga-
rian-Serbian border zone. AP
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what’s ON ...

Theatresports 2015
Time: 7:45pm (August 27-30)
           2:45pm (August 29)
Venue: Macau Cultural Centre, 
Avenida Xian Xing Hai, s/m, NAPE 
Admission: MOP60
Organizer: Macau Cultural Centre
Enquiries: (853) 2855 5555

Macau Handover Historical Documents 
Donated by Lau Sin Peng
Time: 10am-7pm 
(Closed on Mondays, No admission after 6:30 pm) 
Until: December 31, 2015
Venue: Multi-function Hall, 
Handover Gifts Museum of Macao 
Admission: MOP5 
(Free on Sundays and public holidays) 
Enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

Fashion Pop-up Shop
Time: 10am-8pm 
(Closed on Mondays, open on public holiday)  
Until: August 30, 2015
Admission: Free 
Address: Macau Fashion Gallery / No. 47, 
Rua de S. Roque, Macau 
Enquiries: (853) 2835 3341

The Calling of Spirituality 
– Xiao YaWen Artwork Exhibition
Time: 10:30am-6:30pm (Closed on Mondays)
Until: August 31, 2015 
Venue: 10 Fantasia - A Creative Industries Incubator, 
10, Calçada da Igreja de S.Lázaro, Macau 
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 2835 4582

Path and Adventure 
– Works by Mio Pang Fei 
Time: 10am-7pm 
(Closed on Mondays, no admission after 6:30 pm)  
Until: November 22, 2015
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, 
Av. Xian Xing Hai, s/n, NAPE  
Admission: MOP5 
(Free on Sundays and public holidays)  
Enquiries: (853) 8791 9814 

Habitual World - Korean Drawing Exhibition 
of Cha Young Seok
Time: 10am-6pm
Until: September 6, 2015 
Venue: Temporary Exhibitions Gallery, Taipa Houses 
Museum, Avenida da Praia, Taipa 
Admission: MOP5 (Adult); MOP2 (Student or Group); 
Free (Under 12 or above 65)  
Enquiries: (853) 8988 4100 / 2882 7103  

this day in history

The Queen’s cousin, Lord Louis Mountbatten, has 
been killed by a bomb blast on his boat in Ireland. 

One of the earl’s twin grandsons, Nicholas, 14, and 
Paul Maxwell, 15, a local employed as a boat boy, 
also died in the explosion. 

The attack was followed only hours later by the 
massacre of 18 soldiers, killed in two booby-trap 
bomb explosions near Warrenpoint close to the bor-
der with the Irish Republic. 

The IRA has already admitted carrying out the atta-
ck on Lord Mountbatten. 

A statement from the organization said: “This ope-
ration is one of the discriminate ways we can bring 
to the attention of the English people the continuing 
occupation of our country.” 

Lord Mountbatten, aged 79, and his family had tra-
ditionally spent their summer holiday at their castle 
in County Sligo, north west of Ireland. 

They were aboard his boat, Shadow V, which had 
just set off from the fishing village of Mullaghmore, 
when the bomb detonated around 1130 BST. 

A witness said the blast blew the boat “to smithe-
reens” and hurled all seven occupants into the water. 

Nearby fishermen raced to the rescue and pulled 
Lord Mountbatten out of the water. 

But his legs had been almost severed by the explo-
sion and he died shortly afterwards. 

Other survivors were pulled out of the water and 
rushed to hospital. 

At least one person is believed to be in a critical 
condition. 

The attack has called into question the security ar-
rangements surrounding the Mountbatten party. Lord 
Mountbatten never had a bodyguard. 

The local police kept watch on Classiebawn castle 
for the one month a year Lord Mountbatten spent 
there. 

But his boat was left unguarded in the public dock 
in Mullaghmore where it was moored. 

The village is only 12 miles from the Northern Ire-
land border and near an area known to be used by 
IRA members as a refuge. 

			                   Courtesy BBC News

1979 IRA bomb kills Lord 
          Mountbatten

In context

Another passenger on the boat, the Dowager Lady Br-
abourne, 82, died the day after the attack. 
Lord Mountbatten was given a state funeral. Six of the sol-
diers who died at Warrenpoint were buried the same day in 
local churches. 
Thomas McMahon, 31, was convicted of the three murders. 
He had been detained in the area by police on suspicion of 
driving a stolen car two hours before the bomb went off. 
McMahon was set free in 1998 under the Good Friday Agree-
ment.

Offbeat

Kimberly Triolet and Jorge Rodriguez exchanged their 
wedding vows underwater beside a 2.7-meter statue of 
Jesus Christ.

The Miami couple were wed beneath the waves Tuesday 
to help mark the 50th anniversary of the installation of the 
Christ of the Deep statue. The bronze sculpture is a subsea 
icon in the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary.

For the traditional wedding kiss, the bride and groom re-
moved their SCUBA breathing mouthpieces.

The 9-foot-tall statue was submerged about 7.5 meters 
deep off of Key Largo on Aug. 25, 1965. It became a symbol 
for Key Largo’s John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park, 
created in 1960 as America’s first underwater preserve. It 
is now part of the sanctuary.

The statue is a replica of the Italian “Christ of the Abyss” 
that was placed in a shallow bay near Portofino, Italy, in 1954.

Underwater wedding honors 
Christ of the Deep anniversary 
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INFOTAINMENT 資訊／娛樂 

cinema
cineteatro
27 Aug- 2 Sept

hitman: agent 47_
room 1
4.05, 9.45 pm
Director:  Aleksander Bach
Starring: Rupert Friend, Hannah Ware, Zachary Quinto
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 96min

wild city_
room 1
2.15, 5.55, 7.45 pm
Director: Ringo Lam
Starring: Louis Koo, Shawn Yue, Tong Liya
Language: Cantonese/Mandarin (Chinese/English)
Duration: 105min

pixels_
room 2
(2D) 2.30, 4.30, 9.30 pm
(3D) 7.30 pm
Director:  Chris Columbus
Starring: Adam Sandler, Kevin James, 
Michelle Monaghan
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 106min

hero 2015_
room 3
2.30, 4.45, 9.30 pm
Director: Nikhil Advani
Starring: Haruma Miura, Kiko Mizuhara
Language: Japonese (English and Chinese)
Duration: 90min

attack on titan_
room 3
7.30 pm
Director:  Shinji Higuchi
Starring: Takuya Kimura, Keiko Kitagawa, 
Takako Matsu
Language: Japonese (English and Chinese)
Duration: 119min

macau tower
20 Aug - 9 Sept

pixels_
2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director:  Chris Columbus
Starring: Adam Sandler, Kevin James, 
Michelle Monaghan
Language: English (Chinese)
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The Born Loser by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omAcross: 1- Skeptic’s scoff; 5- Impressionist Edgar; 10- Hosp. section; 

13- Emperor of Rome 54-68; 14- Gum arabic source; 16- Convent dweller; 
17- Mum’s mum; 19- Stomach, Asian, or Hong Kong; 20- Snap course; 
21- Apprehensive; 23- Chowed down; 24- 1963 role for Liz; 28- Showered; 
30- Hold back; 32- Birthplace of St. Francis; 33- Saturated; 35- Author Amy; 
36- Hans Christian Andersen’s birthplace; 38- Momentarily; 42- Able was I 
___ I saw Elba; 43- Shoot from the root of a plant; 45- Legally responsible; 49- 
Turned backward; 53- Jumble; 54- Worry; 55- Hosp. readout; 56- Took home; 
58- Fall bloomer; 60- RR stop; 61- Stealthy; 65- Actress Charlotte; 66- Aide; 
67- Historic times; 68- On in years; 69- Wearies; 70- Cong. meeting; 

Down: 1- Ready to roll; 2- Rebuke; 3- Rubs out; 4- Swank; 5- Block up; 6- Green 
prefix; 7- Gangster’s gun; 8- Zwei cubed; 9- 
Mountain range; 10- Boundless; 11- Blind 
alley; 12- Burma’s first prime minister; 15- 
Specific geographical places; 18- Brand 
of polyester fiber; 22- Greek letters; 25- 
Scottish boys; 26- Breed of duck revered for 
its feathers; 27- Small bill; 29- Racket; 31- 
Mao ___-tung; 34- Gunpowder ingredient; 
36- Eastern; 37- Numbed; 39- E or G, e.g.; 
40- Main arteries; 41- ___-Cat; 42- Shade 
tree; 44- Pound sound; 46- Diner order; 47- 
Lewd one; 48- Grommet; 50- Go to bed; 51- 
Perceived to be; 52- Exit; 57- Mustachioed 
artist; 59- Fr. holy women; 60- B’way 
hit sign; 62- “Car Talk” airer; 63- Gidget 
portrayer Sandra; 64- Trauma ctrs.

Yesterday’s solution

Crosswords
Useful telephone numbers

 ad

 

Beijing

Harbin

Tianjin

Urumqi

Xi’an

Lhasa

Chengdu

Chongqing

Kunming

Nanjing

Shanghai

Wuhan

Hangzhou

Taipei

Guangzhou

Hong Kong

Weather

Moscow

Frankfurt

Paris

London

New York

Min Max Condition

China

world

25

28

30

19

27

21 

17 

22 

15 

19 

11 

19 

22 

17 

22 

21 

22 

22 

26 

27 

27 

cloudy 

shower/downpour 

cloudy/clear 

cloudy 

clear/cloudy 

thundershower/shower 

drizzle 

overcast/shower 

shower 

cloudy 

cloudy/shower 

cloudy 

cloudy 

moderate rain/downpour 

cloudy/thundershower 

shower 

Emergency calls  999

Fire department 28 572 222

PJ (Open line) 993

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775

PSP 28 573 333

Customs 28 559 944

S. J. Hospital 28 313 731

Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333

Commission Against 

Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300

IACM 28 387 333

Tourism 28 333 000

Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283

Water Supply – Report 1990 992

Telephone – Report 1000

Electricity – Report 28 339 922

Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂 

Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
It’s time to debrief. Being frank 
and open would be, well, a bit 
insensitive. If you can’t stuff a tea 
towel in your mouth, then make 
“It’s the thought that counts” 
your new mantra.

April 20-May 20
You know not about the financials 
and you know how to be thankful, 
but your subconscious is 
rumbling. As long as you’re in this 
kind of mood, be careful spending 
time with others.

Taurus

May 21-Jun. 21
If you didn’t learn it yesterday, 
you’ll understand today that 
preaching won’t get you 
anywhere. Come up with another 
way of controlling the purse 
strings.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Of course, it’s always all about 
money. While you were totally 
emotional, others remained aloof. 
If this made you feel like they had 
the upper hand, then try to go for 
intellect yourself.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You both had plenty of fun and 
did your duty. Now it’s time to go 
out for some excitement. As long 
as it doesn’t involve spending 
money, go ahead and explore 
your options.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Family obligations have you glued 
to home for yet another day. If 
you won’t let yourself out of your 
responsibilities, you might as well 
look on the bright side. At least you 
won’t be spending money.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Yesterday was about feelings. Today 
you have more pressing matters 
on your mind. Initiate intellectual 
conversations. You may make a new 
business partner.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Sales are just squiggly worms on 
sharp hooks. Don’t bite. If you 
have to, remind yourself that 
most of what you see around you 
is too good to be true.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Did the unexpected happen 
yesterday? If not, look for it 
today. That may seem like a 
contradiction in terms, but there’s 
no way to prepare for some 
financial news.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You had your day of excess. Now 
it’s time to get back to discipline 
and structure. It won’t seem 
possible to get your spending back 
on track, but it will be if you block 
out all advertising.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You may be tempted to pass 
something along, but don’t. It seems 
like a great way to save some money, 
but you’ll only get caught if you do.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
People get what they deserve. Or 
do they? It’s a day to exchange 
goods, so do it wisely. Keep your 
feelings out of the equation.

  Aquarius Pisces

31 

21 

32 

25 

32 

23 

26 

27 

24 

30 

31 

32 

31 

29 

34 

31 

cloudy/drizzle 

overcast/drizzle 

drizzle/moderate rain 

drizzle

clear

12

18

17

14

19
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Lionel Messi (center)

Cristiano Ronaldo (center)
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SPORTS體育 19

Graham Dunbar
Sports Writer

The Champions Lea-
gue season takes sha-
pe today (11:45pm, 
Macau time) when 

UEFA draws 32 elite teams into 
groups in Monaco.

The most coveted prize in club 
football promises the world's 
best players performing at ar-
guably their highest level.

Barcelona and Lionel Messi 
start as favorites to become the 
first team to retain the title sin-
ce the old European Cup was 
rebranded as the Champions 
League in 1992.

Real Madrid hope Cristiano 
Ronaldo can help the club to a 
record-extending 11th title.

Manchester United can end 
its one-year absence by advan-
cing past Bruges in the playoff 
round later Wednesday.

With the final five places yet 
to be decided, here are some 
things to know about the 2015-
16 Champions League group-s-
tage draw:

NEW SEEDS
Bayern Munich vs. Real Ma-

drid to kick it off on Sept. 15? 
Or Barcelona vs. Arsenal?

It could happen because 
UEFA scrapped the seeding 
system which meant the top 
eight teams ranked by past 
Champions League performan-
ce avoided each other.

Top-seeded status now goes 
to the title holder and national 
champions of top-ranked lea-
gues.

That has dropped Madrid and 
Arsenal — and Man United, if it 
advances — into Pot 2. Madrid 
cannot be in Barcelona's group 
because teams from the same 
country are kept apart until the 
quarterfinals.

The new elite includes Paris 
Saint-Germain, Zenit St. Pe-
tersburg and PSV Eindhoven, 
which would have been in Pot 
3 under the old system.

Seedings:
Pot 1: Barcelona, Bayern Mu-

nich, Chelsea, Benfica, Juven-
tus, Paris Saint-Germain, Zenit 

Today in Monaco

Barcelona heads 32-team draw 
for Champions League groups

St. Petersburg, PSV Eindhoven.
Pot 2: Real Madrid, Atletico 

Madrid, Arsenal, Porto, Va-
lencia, Manchester City, (plus 
2 from Manchester United, 
Bayer Leverkusen, Shakhtar 
Donetsk, Sevilla).

Pot 3: Lyon, Dynamo Kiev, 
Olympiakos, Galatasaray, 
Roma (plus 3 from Shakh-
tar Donetsk, Sevilla, Sporting 
Lisbon, CSKA Moscow, Lazio, 
Bruges, APOEL, BATE).

Pot 4: Borussia Moenchengla-
dbach, Wolfsburg, Dinamo Za-
greb, Maccabi Tel Aviv, Gent, 
Malmo (plus 2 from APOEL, 
BATE, Partizan, Astana).

NEW BOYS
Only one newcomer to the 

Champions League groups or 
European Cup is sure to be in 
the draw.

Belgian champion Gent won 
its first national title in May 
to earn a direct place in the 
groups.

The Buffalos will be the se-
cond-lowest ranked team by 
UEFA. Only Malmo has a lower 
UEFA ranking despite reaching 
the groups for a second straight 
season.

Astana can debut as the first 
team from Kazakhstan in 
the group stage if it gets past 
APOEL in the playoffs later 
Wednesday.

Though Borussia Moenchen-
gladbach makes its first group-
stage appearance, it was beaten 
finalist in the 1977 European 
Cup.

PRIZE MONEY RAISE
The Champions League is not 

as lucrative as the English Pre-

mier League, but is doing just 
fine.

Booming broadcast rights 
deals let UEFA increase prize 
money by 33 percent for each 
of the next three seasons.

The 32 clubs will share more 
than 1.2 billion euros (USD1.37 
billion) in entry payments, re-
sults bonuses and shares of te-
levision money.

Each gets a basic 12 million 
euros ($13.1 million), and can 
earn 1.5 million euros ($1.71 
million) for each win and 
500,000 euros ($570,000) for 
draws. Prize money escalates in 
the knockout rounds.

The biggest earner of UEFA 
prize money this season shou-
ld get around 80 million eu-
ros ($91.4 million), compared 
to 60 million euros ($68.5 
million) during the previous 
three-year commercial cycle.

RECORD CHASERS
Each goal scored by rivals Lio-

nel Messi and Cristiano Ronal-
do will fuel a particular duel.

Both have 77 Champions Lea-
gue goals, tied for the record in 
the 60-year history of the com-
petition formerly known as the 
European Cup.

The Barcelona and Real Ma-
drid stars also compete during 
Thursday's draw for the title of 
UEFA Best Player in Europe for 
last season. Messi's Barcelona 
teammate Luis Suarez comple-
tes the shortlist of candidates 
voted by journalists from each 
of UEFA's 54 member nations.

Jose Mourinho and Pep Guar-
diola resume their pursuit of a 
third European title, trying to 
equal the record of Bob Paisley 
(Liverpool, 1977, 1978, 1981) 
and Carlo Ancelotti (AC Milan 

2003, 2007; Real Madrid 2014)
Chelsea's Mourinho would be 

the first to win with three dif-
ferent clubs. He coached Porto 
(2004) and Inter Milan (2010) 
to the title.

RUSSIA vs. UKRAINE
For a second season, UEFA 

keeps teams from Russia and 
Ukraine apart.

UEFA made the ruling in July 
2014 to avoid fueling tension 
between the countries during 
conflict in eastern Ukraine be-
tween government forces and 
pro-Russian separatists.

Russian champion Zenit St. 
Petersburg is top-seeded and 
needs to be separated from 
Shakhtar Donetsk and Dyna-
mo Kiev. Shakhtar has played 
home games in Lviv while its 
home city is a focus of fighting.

CSKA Moscow can advance 
from the playoff round on We-
dnesday against Sporting Lis-
bon.

MATCH-FIXING
Greek champion Olympiakos 

is in the draw despite its pre-
sident, Vangelis Marinakis, 
being implicated in a criminal 
investigation of alleged match-
fixing.

UEFA rules bar teams proven 
to have been involved in fixing 
a match since 2007.

However, the Court of Arbi-
tration for Sport this week dis-
missed an appeal by Panathi-
naikos, after UEFA said it had 
no conclusive evidence from 
Greece to deny Olympiakos its 
place.

In 2011, Fenerbahce was wi-
thdrawn by Turkey's football 
federation ahead of the draw, 
and later served a two-year 
UEFA ban for match-fixing.

UEFA can also disqualify 
teams midseason if fixing alle-
gations are proven.

FINAL DESTINATION
The six-round group stage 

program kicks off Sept 15 and 
ends Dec. 9. The top two in 
each group advance to the two-
legged knockout rounds which 
start Feb. 16.

UEFA picked San Siro in Mi-
lan to host the May 28 final but 
there is no home advantage to 
play for the famed big-eared 
trophy.

Neither Milan club — AC or 
Inter, which have a combined 
10 European Cup or Cham-
pions League titles — qualified 
for the second straight season.

San Siro will stage its fourth fi-
nal, and first since Bayern beat 
Valencia in a penalty shootout 
after a 1-1 draw in 2001. AP
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The Boudica statue stands in the foreground as fog shrouds the clock tower which houses the Big Ben bell at 
the Palace of Westminster, London

People gather to attend a memorial service for Vittorio 
Casamonica, a local clan leader identified by officials 
as one of the bosses of the Casamonica clan, in Rome
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Macau gaming chips hit 3 year low
Macau gaming stocks hit a three-year low yes-

terday as reports emerge of an increasing cra-
ckdown on money laundering in China’s gam-
bling hub.

Shares of the six big Hong Kong-listed casino 
operators fell by 5 per cent at the close in Hong 
Kong, on track for an eighth straight decline, 

according to an index compiled by Bloomberg. 
With yesterday’s decline, Macau gaming sha-

res are down an average 65 per cent since a 
peak in early 2014. The market value of Sands 
China, the biggest of the six, has alone declined 
from a peak of USD67 billion to less than $28 
billion yesterday.

25-45
Good

Jill Lawless, London 

Don’t set your watch 
by Big Ben.

Officials say the famous 
clock at Britain’s Parlia-
ment — used by Londoners 
for decades to check the 
time — has recently been 
slow by as much as six se-
conds.

The 156-year-old clock 
chimes every 15 minutes 
and emits deep bongs to 
mark the hour. Its inaccu-
racy was noticed by staff at 
BBC radio, which broadcas-
ts the bongs live at 6 p.m.

Ian Westworth, one of 
Parliament’s three clocks-

Clock shock: British 
admit Big Ben’s bongs 
not quite on time

miths, told the BBC the 
clock had become “a little 
temperamental” with age.

“Imagine running your 
car for 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year for the last 156 
years,” he said.

Parliamentary officials 
said earlier this week that 
mechanics had corrected 
the clock to within “nor-
mal parameters” — within 
2 seconds of the right time. 
They will continue to ad-
just it by placing pennies 
on the pendulum — or re-
moving them — to fine-tu-
ne its speed.

Parliament’s neo-Gothic 
clock tower is one of Lon-

35-55
Moderate

35-55
Moderate

opinion

Where China goes from here
For years, China’s leaders have wanted the world 

to acknowledge their economy’s leading role in the 
global system. This week they got their wish. Sadly, 
the circumstances weren’t ideal.

The crash in global stock markets began with gloom 
about China’s prospects and muddle over what the 
authorities in Beijing intend. Global markets may be 
calming down, but the confusion hasn’t gone away. 
The Chinese government and its critics all need to 
think a bit more clearly about what is going on.

In the past few days, China has been a whipping 
boy for everyone from Japan’s finance minister to 
U.S. Republican presidential hopefuls. Its central 
bank is accused of waging a currency war with its 
devaluation of the yuan two weeks ago. Before that, 
critics chided Chinese authorities for perpetuating a 
stock-market bubble by intervening extensively  in 
equities; this week’s sell-off accelerated when the 
government declined to prop them up.

The world doesn’t seem quite sure what it wants 
from China’s leaders. Critics scold Beijing for boos-
ting stocks, then panic when they don’t. They insist 
market forces be allowed to set the yuan, then howl 
when those forces push it down. They tell China to 
accept slower growth as the price of rebalancing its 
economy, then clamor for stimulus when the eco-
nomy slows.

To be sure, there’s confusion in Beijing as well. Lea-
ders have promised to shift the economy onto a more 
sustainable growth path that’s based less on exports 
and more on services and domestic demand. But 
they’ve held to an unreasonably high growth target, 
appeared to presented confusing data to suggest all 
is going well, had difficulty  tackling bad debts, and 
continued to juice the economy with misdirected pu-
blic spending.

There’s an underlying tension in that mix: The lea-
dership is sincere about its desire for markets to allo-
cate capital more efficiently, yet mostly in order to 
preserve the power and position of the Communist 
Party. When those two imperatives conflict - as when 
the stock market’s initial slide threatened to erode 
faith in Beijing’s economic stewardship - the party’s 
needs often come first.

That dynamic undermines the progress achieved 
by genuine reforms, such as exposing the yuan to 
market pressure. China’s long history of holding its 
currency down, combined with a recent plunge in 
exports, gave observers every reason to believe 
that a steeper devaluation was in store. The secrecy 
surrounding Chinese policy and data made the si-
tuation worse. Many analysts naturally assume the 
mainland’s woes must be worse than the recent run 
of bad figures would indicate. The devaluation sug-
gested panic - and encouraged panic in return.

Beijing’s reluctance to surrender more fully to 
market discipline is understandable given the daun-
ting list of challenges leaders face. But they’re only 
storing up problems for the future.

The government is paying the price now for having 
artificially boosted stocks earlier. The central bank is 
thought to be spending an estimated USD40 billion a 
month to keep the yuan from falling further and pre-
vent capital flight. Authorities are reportedly conside-
ring raising an additional $161 billion in bonds to fund 
new infrastructure projects. Some of these may make 
good sense, but the fact that Beijing is directing the 
program raises doubts.

What’s to be done? The government should conti-
nue to pull back gradually from its commanding posi-
tion in the economy - and as it does so, it should be 
clearer and more convincing about its commitment 
to reform.

Chinese leaders, and their critics just as much, 
should be clear that the stunning growth rates of 
the past are gone for good (the “New Normal”), and 
focus instead on stability around more modest and 
realizable ambitions. Beijing should strive for hones-
ty in data - the sine qua non of market confidence. 
And party leaders should accept sell-offs in stocks, 
defaults among weak companies and other ordinary 
events of market-based economies as signs of eco-
nomic maturity.

More forthrightness now would buy China goodwill 
from markets when the government really does need 
to intervene - as the U.S., Japan and the European 
Union have all repeatedly judged to be necessary. 
Chinese leaders should remember that the currency 
that matters most is their credibility.

Views on China
Editorial board, Bloomberg

Philippines The Philippines 
has asked the U.S. military to 
help protect the transport of 
Filipino troops and supplies 
in the disputed South China 
Sea by flying American patrol 
planes to discourage Chinese 
moves to stop the resupply 
missions. 

SRI LANKA-USA The United 
States says it wants to 
sponsor a resolution at next 
month’s U.N. human rights 
session that is supportive 
of Sri Lanka’s government, 
which wants to conduct its 
own investigation into alleged 
war crimes.

Germany Angela Merkel 
(pictured) urged Germans 
to stand up against hatred 
and vowed zero tolerance 
for attacks against 
refugees, even as more 
than a hundred far-right 
protesters booed her visit 
to a shelter for asylum-
seekers yesterday. Merkel 
had traveled to Heidenau, a 
small town near Germany’s 
eastern border with the 
Czech Republic, to express 
support for refugees 
following neo-Nazi riots at 
the site over the weekend. 

FRANCE The Moroccan 
suspect in a foiled attack on 
a high-speed train is facing 
terrorism charges over what 
authorities say was a plan 
to unleash carnage among 
hundreds of passengers. 
The Paris prosecutor’s 
office confirmed yesterday 
that Ayoub El-Khazzani 
was charged overnight. 
El-Khazzani, 26, was 
overpowered by at least five 
passengers, including three 
Americans and a Briton.

Italy About 50 bodies were 
found in the hull of a migrant 
boat that was rescued 
off Libya’s northern coast 
yesterday, adding to the 
more than 2,400 people who 
have perished at sea this 
year making the dangerous 
Mediterranean crossing 
to Europe. Italy’s coast 
guard says the Swedish 
ship Poseiden, which is 
taking part in the EU’s Triton 
Mediterranean operation, 
rescued 439 people from the 
ship yesterday.

don’s most recognizable 
landmarks, and its bell is 
one of London’s characte-
ristic sounds. The famous 
bongs echoed through the 
city without fail through 
World War II bombing 
raids, though they have 
been silenced a few times 
for repairs, and by accident 
or the weather.

Although the clock tower 
is popularly known as Big 
Ben, the name actually re-
fers to the 13 ½- ton Great 
Bell inside. The tower was 
renamed the Elizabeth 
Tower in 2012 to mark 
Queen Elizabeth II’s 60 
years on the throne. AP

Italian police have formed human 
chains to keep the peace outside a me-

morial service for a local clan leader after 
his ostentatious funeral prompted offi-
cials to complain that it glorified the mob.

Vittorio Casamonica's relatives have 
lashed out at the media for portraying 
their family as Mafiosi, and there were 
some scuffles with journalists outside 
the private family memorial yesterday. 
It was no way near as extravagant as last 
week's funeral, which included a horse-
drawn carriage carrying Casamonica's 
casket, a helicopter dropping flower pe-
tals and a band playing "The Godfather" 
theme song.

In interviews with Italian gossip maga-
zine Oggi published yesterday, several 
Casamonica family members acknow-

Italian police keep peace at memorial 
for presumed Mafia boss 

ledged some had criminal records but 
denied they were Mafiosi. Family photos 
showed the same carriage used for the 
funerals of Casamonica's parents. AP
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