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CHINA-USA A physics 
professor who had been 
accused of scheming 
to provide secret U.S. 
technology to China said 
he’s grateful and relieved 
prosecutors dropped the 
case against him, and is 
thankful to friends and 
colleagues who supported 
him. Xi Xiaoxing released a 
statement Saturday calling 
the case a nightmare 
in which he “suffered 
professionally, mentally, 
physically, and financially.” 
The U.S. attorney’s office 
in Philadelphia declined 
to comment on the 
motion the office filed 
Friday seeking to drop 
four counts of wire fraud 
against Xi.

USA The company that 
managed Hillary Rodham 
Clinton’s private email 
server says it has no 
knowledge that the served 
was “wiped,” which could 
mean that more than 
30,000 emails Clinton 
says she deleted from the 
device could be recovered, 
according to a report in 
The Washington Post.

More on  backpage

singaporeans fall back 
on tested party

‘cinematheque’ in trial 
operation

The victory of the People’s 
Action Party was never in 
doubt — it has won every 
election since 1965

The venue will begin 
experimental operations today 
by holding a special screening 
of the film “Guia in Love”
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mayweather 
remains 
unbeaten in 
last fight

WORLD BRIEFS Huge theft from junket   
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Real estate 
mortgage loans 
decrease 23.9 pct
The new real estate mortgage loans 
(RMLs) approved by Macau banks 
decreased 23.9 percent year-on-
year in July, according to figures 
released by the Monetary Authority 
of Macau. New RMLs increased 
6.6 percent month-on-month, 
reaching MOP4.2 billion in value, 
and 96.6 percent of them were 
granted to residents. In terms of 
value, new RMLs to residents and 
non-residents increased 6.3 percent 
and 13.8 percent respectively 
month-on-month.  New RMLs 
collateralized by uncompleted units 
(equitable mortgages) increased 
by 185.6 percent month-on-month 
to MOP806 million, while the 
equitable RMLs collateralized by 
uncompleted units decreased by 
25.2 percent year-on-year.
New approvals of commercial real 
estate loans dropped 27.8 percent 
year-on-year. 

‘Macau Original 
Melodies Vol. 2’ 
launched 

The charity music album “Macau 
Original Melodies Vol.2” (MOM 
Vol. 2) has been launched by a 
group of local singers, including 
David Chan, Anabela Ieong, Fanny 
Cheong, Hyper Lo, Cherry Ho, 
Phineas Cheong, AJ, Josie Ho and 
Jose Rodrigues. Last year, “MOM 
Vol. 1” raised MOP108,000 for the 
Macau Deaf Association. This year, 
the nine singers will donate all of 
the proceeds to the Association 
of Parents of the People with 
Intellectual Disabilities of Macau. 

Migrant worker 
group cleans 
Hac Sa
A group of Filipino migrant workers 
initiated a cleanup campaign 
yesterday on Hac Sa beach, Coloane. 
The promoters say that the event is 
aimed at contributing to the local 
community’s efforts in ensuring 
environmental protection. “There 
is a lot of rubbish, especially in the 
A-Ma temple behind the statue – 
they made it a garbage area. Hac Sa 
is not so dirty. A-Ma temple is more 
dirty than this place,” Elsaud Labro, 
president of Greens Macau Partido 
Kalikasan-OFW, told TDM.

HAC-SA Beach in Coloane 
has once again hosted its 

already traditional annual beach 
rugby event in Macau.

Organized by the Macau Ru-
gby Union, the 2015 edition of 
the Macau Beach Rugby Tour-
nament was played on Saturday 
with a line-up of 14 teams com-
peting for 4 trophies in both male 
and female competition draws.

The home team took the kick-off 
as they faced the Taipei Baboons 
in the ladies’ tournament. This was 
one of the highlights of this year’s 
tournament, considering that it’s 
been a long time since a local la-
dies’ team was able to participate 
in this competition, which, accor-
ding to the organizer Ricardo Pina, 
anticipates a “bright and positive 
future” in this sport. 

LOCATED at Travessa da Paixão, right 
beside Macau’s World Heritage-listed 

the Ruins of St. Paul’s, the Cinematheque - 
Passion will be running a trial period of ope-
ration from today to 31st December.

Aiming to promote the local film culture 
by cultivating local film appreciation and 
providing a diversified choice of movies, the 
venue will begin operations by holding a spe-
cial screening of “Guia in Love” for the film 
industry.

Simultaneously, the cinemateque’s “Tem-
porary Venue Booking Program will also 
kick-off from this evening, and will be avai-
lable for reservations from film industry 
workers and film associations. 

During its trial period, the three-storey 
building will be open to the public for several 
workshops and seminars. It is equipped with 

SINGAPORE-BASED Asco-
tt’s first residential property 

in Macau is officially inaugurated 
today, making it one of a list of 
seven that the company plans to 
open across China in the next 18 
to 24 months.

Known to be the world’s largest 
international serviced residence 
owner-operator, the company 
currently operates over 26,000 
serviced residential units across 
the globe.

Ascott’s properties can be found 
in cities including London, Paris, 
Brussels, Berlin and Barcelona in 
Europe; Singapore, Bangkok, Ha-
noi, Kuala Lumpur, Tokyo, Seoul, 

HK University and Taipei 
Baboons win beach rugby event

As for the competition, the Co-
tai Dealers, one of the local male 
teams, faced and defeated a team 
invited from Cambodia, taking a 
close win that was only decided 
in a overtime tiebreaker.

In the men’s competition draw, 
Hong Kong’s University Unicor-
ns 1 defeated the Shenzhen Dra-

gons after a tiebreaker in a very 
intense game that saw three tries 
scored by each team.

The Cotai Dealers relegated to 
second place the Phom Phen Mi-
nions, winning the men’s Plate 
Competition.

The Best Male Player Award of 
the Tournament went to Julien 

Morel of the Shenzhen Dragons.
For the female competition, 

the Taipei Baboons were crow-
ned this year’s winners, showing 
great effort and skills in their vic-
tory against the Shenzhen Dra-
gons Ladies. 

The Best Female Player Award 
went to Suzanne, also from  the 
Shenzhen Dragons. 

In the Ladies’ Plate Competi-
tion, the Guangzhou Rams fou-
ght hard against the Hong Kong 
Police Sirens team but were not 
able to keep the pace against the 
stronger contender.

For the 2016 edition of the Ma-
cau Beach Rugby Tournament, 
a special event is already being 
prepared, since it will also cele-
brate the Macau Rugby Union’s 
20th Anniversary. RM

The revamped building lies in Macau’s historical center

ARTS

‘Cinematheque - Passion’ starts trial run  
multiple functions, including video storage, 
a film journal and a book loan service.

The ticketing lobby, screening room and 
control room occupy the ground floor, and 
will be primarily used for screening cultural 
and art films. Local film materials, periodi-
cals and magazines are available for residen-
ts in the film information room on the first 
floor (still in its preparatory stage), while the 
offices are located on the building’s second 
floor.

Supported by the Macau Government 
Tourist Office, the Cultural Affairs Bureau 
and the Macau Foundation, the film “Guia 
in Love” is a romantic comedy set against 
Macau’s historical background, directed by 
Leong Tak Sam and co-starred by actors 
and actresses from Hong Kong and Macau, 
including singers Vivian Chan and Terence 

Chui. Macau musician Joe Lei also compo-
sed the theme song “Goodbye My Love.”

Details on the Temporary Venue Booking 
Program and activities will be available on 
both the Cultural Affairs Bureau’s website 
(www.icm.gov.mo) and the Macau Cultural 
and Creative Industries’ website (www.ma-
caucci.com).

Ascott’s luxury serviced apartments open

Shanghai, Beijing and Hong Kong 
in Asia; Melbourne and Perth in 
Australia; Bangalore and Chennai 
in India; as well as Dubai, Doha 
and Manama in the Gulf region.

The Ascott Macau, located in the 
center of the city’s business dis-
trict (NAPE area), will present 110 
serviced apartment rooms, ran-
ging from 30sq m to 75sq m. Ac-
cording to information provided 
by Ascott, the kitchens in each 
unit will be equipped with a coffee 
machine, electric kettle, cutlery, 
microwave oven and refrigerator 
among other amenities.

As for the common areas, there 
will be a gym, indoor heated and 
outdoor swimming pools, Jacu-
zzi, sauna room, residents’ loun-

ge, and three restaurants serving 
Japanese, Chinese and Western 
cuisines.

Another of the services provided 
by the company will be a schedu-
led shuttle bus to the Macau Ferry 
Terminal, and resident programs 
for guests.

Aiming at mostly business tra-
velers, Ascott’s concept is based 
on “homes away from home”, 
allowing both short and long stays 
but essentially focusing its ser-
vices and conveniences to fit the 
needs of frequent travellers.  RM
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WYNN Macau ca-
sino shares have 
suffered a fall in 
light of repor-

ts of an alleged theft by a VIP 
room operator. According to 
the Financial Times, which ci-
tes a note from Daiwa Capital 
Markets released last Thurs-
day, “Staff at Dore Holdings, 
a VIP room operator in Ma-
cau, have allegedly fled with 
between HKD200 million and 
HKD2 billion.” 

Dore Holdings, the VIP room 
operator mentioned in the re-
port, operates within Wynn 
Macau. The company has al-
ready stated that the incident 
bears no direct relation with the 
company and its operations.

A Wynn spokesperson was 
quoted by the Financial Times 
as saying: “The current repor-
ted concerns with respect to 
Dore, one of Wynn Macau’s 
junket operators, have no di-
rect financial impact on Wynn 
Macau. Dore owes no money to 
the company and continues to 
operate in Wynn Macau,” ad-
ding that the company will con-
tinue to monitor the situation.

Although Wynn claims that 
no direct financial impact will 
result from this episode, the 
fact is that the indirect impacts 
were felt immediately. Shares 
in Wynn, a Hong Kong-listed 
company, declined by 3.55 per-
cent on Friday, reaching their 
lowest point since July 2010. 

A group named Root 
Planning has mobili-

zed its supporters to pe-
tition to keep the Estoril 
Hotel on its current site. 
This action comes amid 
the government’s plans to 
totally revamp the aged 
complex into a recreatio-
nal and cultural center.

The Urban Planning 
Concern Group seeks to 
press the authorities to 
initiate a heritage evalua-
tion on the hotel to de-
termine its potential cul-
tural value before they Hotel Estoril seen from the Tap Seac Square

Root Planning pushes for Estoril Hotel preservation 

VIP room staff accused of 
fleeing with millions

A person named Jean-Chris-
tophe Scolari was the first 
junket representative appoin-
ted by Wynn Macau, according 
to a Hong Kong Stock Exchange 

disclosure dated August 2006. 
Scolari initially wholly owned 
and was the sole director of 
Dore Entertainment Company 
Limited, which he founded.

During the mid-to-late 2000s, 
Dore Entertainment’s opera-
tions were affiliated with a Hong 
Kong-listed firm called Teem 
Foundation Group Limited, 
which was later renamed Dore 
Holdings Limited. According 
to documents from September 
2006, which are cited by Macau 
Gaming Watch’s website, Teem 
Foundation Group invested 
HKD539 million in Dore Enter-
tainment’s VIP room profits at 
the Wynn Macau. Around three 
years later, the listed firm, now 
called Dore Holdings, agreed to 
sell back its interests in Dore En-
tertainment profits to Mr Scolari 
for HKD500 million.

Around that time, Hong Kong 
resident Kelvin Kam acquired 
Mr Scolari’s ownership stake in 
Dore Entertainment, as well as 
the firm’s directorship.

Mr Kam, who was also the sole 
owner of another Macau junket 
(Eight Elements Entertainment 
Limited) with operations at 
the Hotel Lan Kwai Fong, has 
established several other Ma-
cau-based private companies 
in different business fields over 

recent years. This included a 
partnership with the VIP opera-
tor SunCity Group Limited, ow-
ned by Alvin Chau and Cheng 
Ting Kong, as cited on the Ma-
cau Gaming Watch website; 
there the firm held three “Dore” 
named VIP clubs in September 
2013, totaling 44 gaming tables.

This episode’s shockwaves 
have come after a similar report 
released in April 2014 when the 
local gaming industry was ro-
cked by reports that an agent at 
another VIP room operator, na-
med Kimren, fled with between 
HKD8 billion and HKD10 
billion, creating a situation that 
allegedly scared away some of 
the investors who provided fi-
nancing to junkets. 

In the same note from Daiwa, 
analyst Jamie Soo said, “As a 
whole, the junket segment ne-
ver recovered from this liqui-
dity squeeze since,” referring 
to the Kimren incident. “We 
are already seeing signs of this 
today, with individuals pur-
portedly rushing to the junket 
(Dore) in an attempt to with-
draw funds.”

According to official figures, 
in 2013 there were 235 regis-
tered junkets, but within only 
the last year, more than one 
fifth of them have closed their 
operations in wake of Beijing’s 
anti-graft campaign, which has 
resulted in a drastic reduction 
in both VIP and mass-market 
gamblers.

Until June 2015, VIP turnover 
at Wynn Macau sank by 47 per-
cent to HKD254 billion. Year-
to-date gaming revenue is down 
36.5 percent, according to offi-
cial figures through August. This 
has dragged down share prices 
of the six big Macau casino ope-
rators by about two-thirds since 
their last peak back in January 
2014. MDT/Agencies

Dore Group investors protest outside Wynn Macau

AROUND 30 Dore Group investors 
protested last Saturday afternoon 

outside the Wynn Macau resort. They 
were demanding an early release of their 
investments from the junket group af-
ter a cage manager allegedly embezzled 
HKD2 billion.

The protesters, with masks over their 
mouths, also sought to hold a face-to-fa-
ce dialogue with managers of the junket 
operator, which owns two VIP rooms on 
the American gaming company’s premi-
ses, over the theft and the situation of 
their investments.

According to their rough estimate, the 
total sum of investments held by around 

swing into action on the 
revamp.

“According to Article 
19 and 20 of the Cultural 
Heritage Law, every local 
citizen is entitled to turn 
in suggestions to the Cul-
tural Bureau to rate real 
estate of significant cul-
tural value,” the group’s 
petition invitation on its 
Facebook page reads.

If the Estoril Hotel is as-
sessed as a cultural heri-
tage building, the possib-
le revamp plan would end 
up in tatters.

Last Saturday, on the 
sidelines of a graduation 
ceremony, the Secretary 
for Social Affairs and 
Culture, Alexis Tam, said 
that he “supported” and 
“respected” the group’s 
move and had ordered 
the Cultural Bureau to 
follow up on the request 
accordingly.

Nonetheless, he noted 
that the prevalent voices 
in favor of the renovation 
had dominated the 20-
plus previous consulta-
tions. Furthermore, the 

education sector sugges-
ted removing the fresco 
depicting a nude woman 
from the hotel’s façade, 
which he agreed could 
exist in another venue.

According to the govern-
ment’s revamp blueprint, 
the new complex will con-
sist of not only arts faci-
lities for youths, but also 
additional sports facilities 
and an all-season swim-
ming pool. Roughly 1,000 
underground parking 
bays would also be availa-
ble in the new plans. AU

60 investors – 60 percent of them locals – 
might amount to HKD700 million, which 
could have been compromised by the em-
bezzlement that surfaced late last week.

As one of the leading junket groups in 
the region, Dore Group is estimated to 
account for around four to five percent 
of the entire industry volume, estimates 
UBS. It was also said that the two trou-
bled VIP rooms operating inside Wynn 
Macau held between 10 and 25 percent of 
the casino’s junket volume.

The Apple Daily in Hong Kong repor-
ted, citing its source, that the junket has 
already suspended its operation in the 
casino and stared down the barrel of per-

manent service suspension therein.
Some protesters told journalists that 

the Dore Group was established a long 
time ago and has built its reputation over 
the years. However, the embezzlement, 
which was confirmed by Dore last Friday 
through a statement, came as startling 
news to them.

The theft prompted a wave of immedia-
te withdrawal requests from the group’s 
clients. Those attempts were met with 
denials. So far, the protesters received 
no official response over the fate of their 
deposits. The Judiciary Police launched 
a probe into the issue after complaints 
starting pouring in last Wednesday.

Ascott’s luxury serviced apartments open
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Catarina Pinto

PORTUGUESE lan-
guage professors tea-
ching at universities 
across Southeast Asia 

gathered in Macau last week to 
exchange ideas and develop a 
common communication plat-
form, as they acknowledge the 
growing interest in learning the 
Portuguese language within the 
region.

João Soares, who currently 
teaches at Universitas Indone-
sia in Jakarta, said that Portu-
guese language teaching has 
developed there, with a growing 
number of students enrolling in 
his courses. 

Soares met with other Por-
tuguese language teachers in 
town, attending a meeting be-
tween representatives of the 
Portuguese language teaching 
network in Asia – an event put 
on by the Portuguese Institute 
of the Orient (IPOR). 

“Students see Portuguese as 
an exotic language, which for us 
is rather interesting because we 
are used to thinking the same of 
Asian languages,” he recalled. 

Having taught Portuguese in 
Jakarta for the past two years, 
Mr Soares acknowledged that 
more and more students are 
now interested in learning the 
language, which has enabled 
the university to build up a dy-
namic Portuguese learning and 
teaching community. 

“We are trying to train local 
teachers to provide them with 
tools to teach Portuguese at the 
university in the future. We are 
also looking to establish a Ro-
mance languages department, 
which would then allow stu-
dents to major in Portuguese 
studies,” he added.

Soares said that students have 
shown a great interest in lear-
ning foreign languages; they’re 
specifically interested in Portu-
guese, mostly because they’re 
curious about it. “I think most 
of the time it’s curiosity; either 
they have already studied Spa-
nish, Italian or French, and now 
have a curiosity toward Roman-
ce languages,” he explained. 

Furthermore, João Soares 
said that students in Indone-
sia are particularly interested 
in the Brazilian culture; others 
are drawn to Portuguese becau-
se of football; and some seek to 

CONSTRUCTION of 
the University of Saint 

Joseph’s new campus, to 
be located in Ilha Verde, 
is expected to be comple-
ted this year, according to 
the rector Peter Stillwell. 
Speaking on the sideli-
nes of the university’s 
graduation ceremonies, 
Father Stillwell revealed 
that, after several cons-
truction delays, the main 

The Portuguese flag is hoisted over the Parliament, in Lisbon 

 More and 
more students 
are now 
interested 
in learning 
Portuguese

EDUCATION

Growing interest in Portuguese 
learning across Southeast Asia
explore business opportunities 
within Portuguese-speaking 
countries.

Delivering a talk on Friday at 
the Portuguese Consulate’s au-
ditorium, the teacher stressed 
the need to establish a commu-

nication platform, which wou-
ld enable Portuguese language 
teachers in Asia to share ideas 
and teaching materials. 

One of the challenges faced 
by his students, he acknowle-
dged, is indeed to find ways to 
actually practice and speak Por-
tuguese outside the classroom. 

Also attending the meeting 
was Delfim Correia da Silva, 
who has been teaching Portu-
guese at the University of Goa, 
India, since 2008. 

The Department of Portugue-
se and Lusophone Studies of-
fers students the opportunity to 
enroll in pre-PhD and Master’s 
programs. Delfim Silva said 
that the department and other 
teaching communities across 
Asia are trying to turn Portu-
guese into a global language. 

“This is also one of the goals 
of this meeting here in Macau. 
It’s quite useful to discuss ideas 
here so that we can also produ-
ce learning materials,” he ex-
plained. 

He recalled that Portugue-
se teaching and learning in 
Goa has developed over recent 
years, with the government 
now providing further support. 

“We have been working with 
people in Goa to improve the use 
of the Portuguese language. We 
don’t want to see it as just a pro-
duct but also a tool able to unite 

people from different cultures, 
while helping to connect India 
and the Portuguese-speaking 
countries,” he explained.

However, they’re still facing 
challenges relating to a lack of 
human resources, and difficul-
ties in providing high-quality 
teaching materials. 

Mr Silva was sure that the 
meeting here would enable Por-
tuguese language teachers to 
work on a joint strategic plan, 
designed to develop common 
Portuguese learning tools. 

The professor said that stu-
dents’ interest in Portuguese 
has also shifted in recent years: 
some years ago, students might 
have enrolled in Portuguese 
classes because they had a per-
sonal interest in the language; 
now they’re actually coming 
from other parts of India be-
cause they’ve discovered that 
Portuguese could be useful in 
the job market, and also for tea-
ching. 

Professor Luís Pires, who tea-
ches Portuguese in Shanghai, 

also delivered a talk on Friday 
focusing on e-learning and how 
digital tools could help studen-
ts engage with the language and 
culture.

He acknowledged that more 
and more Portuguese courses 
have been made available in 
recent years in mainland Chi-
na. Having produced a thesis 
on the matter, Mr Pires con-
cluded that e-learning by itself 
wouldn’t be enough to enga-
ge students, but he suggested 
that learning tools and content 
should be provided on a wide 
range of platforms, including 
digital tools, since many you-
ng students use mobile phones 
and other electronic devices 
daily. 

The meeting was attended by 
professors of Portuguese as a 
foreign language who had come 
from places such as Beijing, 
Goa, Seoul, Bangkok, Hanoi, 
Shanghai, Jakarta and Macau. 
The meeting, organized by 
IPOR, took place between last 
Thursday and Saturday. 

USJ Ilha Verde campus ready to open next year
facilities of the new cam-
pus should be handed 
over by the developers 
before the end of the year. 
After this, the university 
will seek the several per-
mits necessary to operate. 
The new campus shou-
ld be ready for use from 
the beginning of the next 
academic year, starting in 
September 2016.

Fr Peter Stilwell also 

mentioned that USJ 
needs funds for acade-
mic research in order for 
them to contribute to the 
development of Macau. 
“We are running on a very 
tight budget. We haven’t 
really very much funding 
for something which is 
needed for our next step 
of development, which is 
the research. We think we 
could provide interesting 
research for Macau, and 
for that, we need funds,” 
he said, as cited by TDM.
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A Hong Kong resident has 
been arrested for drug tra-

fficking, according to a TDM 
report. After receiving a tip-off 
pointing to a 25-year-old man 
from Hong Kong, the Judiciary 
Police put the suspect under 
surveillance. Police authorities 
were able to seize 22 packs of co-
caine worth about MOP24,000. 

The suspect admitted to selling 
drugs to teenagers and night-
club goers for about MOP800 a 
pack. 

“He claimed that he has been 
trafficking drugs into Macau 
for over a month already. He 
usually contacts a drug dealer 
via phone and sells him some 
drugs. He will then smuggle it 
into Macau,” said Ieong Sau 
Chan, PJ’s spokesperson, as 
quoted by TDM. 

The police also seized a scale 
and other drug-related produc-
ts from the suspect’s flat. He is 
facing drug trafficking charges, 
and the police have referred his 
case to the Public Prosecutions 
Office. 

THE Tourist Office rolled out 
a roadshow in Hong Kong 

over the weekend to promote 
upcoming events including Ma-
cau Grand Prix and  the “Para-
de through Macau, Latin City,” 
both to be held later this year.

The “Experience Macau Car-
nival” roadshow features three 
highlight exhibitions - “Step 
Out, Experience Macau’s Com-
munity”, “10th Anniversary of 
the Inscription of ‘The Historic 
Center of Macau’ on the Wor-
ld Heritage List” and “Macau 
Grand Prix.”

A Classic Formula 3 racing car 
along with a race car to be used 
by actress Chrissie Chau Sau Na 
in the upcoming MGP Celebri-
ty Cup Race were on display. 
The roadshow promoting the 
“Step Out, Experience Macau’s 
Community” travel routes is to 
encourage the public to explo-
re the city through interactive 
photo booths.

Chrissie Chau, Wilfred Lau Ho 
Lung and Alex Fong Lik Sun, 
who will be racing in this year’s 
Celebrity Cup Race this year, at-

CRIME

HK man 
arrested over 
drug trafficking

Tourism promotion 
campaign launched in HK

tended the stage on Saturday to 
share their experiences prepa-
ring for the Guia race.

Due to its geographical pro-
ximity, Hong Kong has been 
Macau’s second largest tou-
rist source market. Hong 
Kongers accounted for more 
than 20 percent of the total 
visitors. MGTO has coopera-
ted with six travel agencies 

in Hong Kong to offer special 
travel packages during the 
roadshow carnival, encoura-
ging Hong Kong locals of to 
visit Macau.

As regional visitor arrivals of 
saw a 3.5 percent year-on-year 
decline in the first seven mon-
ths, Macau has taken promotio-
nal measures to enhance tourist 
attractions by diversifying tou-

rism products and promoting 
travel packages with discount.

The MSAR government said 
it will deepen regional coopera-
tion with Guangdong province 
and Hong Kong to introduce 
new multi-destination tour 
routes, and work with the  local 
tourism industry to put forward 
strategies to accommodate 
market changes. MDT/Agencies
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Austrian Airlines will launch 
flight service to a new long-haul 
China destination next year. 
Starting on April 4, 2016, Aus-
tria’s national carrier will ope-
rate a Boeing 777 to Shanghai 
throughout the entire year. In 
April 2016 the flights will be offe-
red five times a week, as of May 
1, 2016 on a daily basis. This is 
the airline’s second destination 
in China in addition to Beijing. 
The flight time from Vienna to 

austrian airlines takes up 
vienna-shanghai route

The “Little Water Steward” 
mobile app developed by 
Macao Water for Android and 
iPhone is available for free 
download this month. The app 
can be downloaded from both 
iOS and Android platforms. 
Through an easy-to-use inter-
face, app users will be able to 
receive the latest information 
on their water consumption 
anytime, anywhere. In addi-
tion to the launch of the new 
mobile app, Macao Water – in 
order to draw more attention 
to water leakage and water 
conservation – is also holding 
a lucky for all users who use 
the app’s incident reporting 
function. All lucky draw par-
ticipants stand a chance to 
win a set of commemorative 
stamps and a souvenir sheet 

macao water launches “little water 
steward” free mobile app 

themed “Water and
Life”, or a shopping voucher 

for water-saving devices.

Furthermore, a series of mo-
bile services relating to water 
consumption are also availa-
ble. Customers can manage 
their water use issues on a 
smartphone, including ba-
lance check or bill payment, 
electronic water bill and SMS 
reminder service applications. 
In addition, by clicking the 
news function, users can ob-
tain up-to-date information, 
water quality testing reports 
and project notices. More im-
portantly, the app is equipped 
with a new incident reporting 
function. Users can report any 
cases of burst pipes, water 
leakage or illegal water use via 
this platform to Macao Water, 
upload photos and videos for 
more detailed information, and 
even detect the location of the 
incident by using the built-in 
global positioning system to 
reduce the response time.

Shanghai at a distance of more 
than 8,500 kilometers from 
Vienna will be about 10 hours 
20 minutes. The destination is 
not only interesting as a point-
to-point route but also for trans-
fer traffic. About two-thirds of 
passengers will transfer at the 
Vienna hub and continue their 
journeys, flying particularly to 
Western and Eastern European 
destinations.

At present Austrian Airlines 

offers a total of 26 weekly nons-
top flights to Asia in its summer 
flight schedule. In addition to 5 
flights per week to Beijing, the 
airline also offers up to 7 fligh-
ts per week to Delhi operating 
a Boeing 767. Bangkok and 
Tokyo are serviced with daily fli-
ghts on a Boeing 777. Further-
more, it is launching flight servi-
ce once per week to the tourist 
destination of Colombo, the 
capital city of Sri Lanka, starting 
October 27, 2015. “Shanghai 
will complement our offering to 
the most important cities of Asia 
very well”, explains Andreas 
Otto, Chief Commercial Officer 
of Austrian Airlines. “In this way 
we are resolutely expanding fli-
ght service on long-haul routes.”

“Shanghai once again offers 
potential thanks to the signifi-
cantly improved market envi-
ronment and increased local 
demand”, CCO Otto adds.

BUSINESS分析

Julie Johnsson

BOEING Co. is 
exploring whe-
ther to open a 
factory in China 

to complete work on its 
top-selling 737-model 
jetliners, the first faci-
lity of its kind outside 
the U.S., according to a 
person familiar with the 
plans.

The facility would 
perform tasks such as 
painting aircraft built 
at Boeing’s single-aisle 
plant outside Seattle, said 
the person, who wasn’t 
authorized to comment 
publicly.

Moving some tasks to 
China would free up pro-
duction capacity for the 
737, the world’s most 
widely flown airliner, as 

THE former boss of one of China’s 
biggest state-owned conglomerates 

has become the latest senior figure sna-
red in a wide-ranging anti-corruption 
crackdown.

Song Lin, former chairman of China 
Resources (Holdings) Ltd., was expel-
led Friday from the ruling Communist 
Party and turned over to prosecutors, 
the party’s discipline agency announ-
ced. It said he is accused of embezzle-
ment, adultery and taking bribes.

China Resources has 450,000 em-
ployees and owns China’s biggest beer 
brewer and supermarket operator as 

A Nissan joint venture has been fined 
123 million yuan (USD19.3 million) 

by Chinese regulators on price-fixing 
charges in a long-running probe of the 
auto industry that has snared global au-
tomakers.

Dongfeng Nissan Auto Sales Co. vio-
lated anti-monopoly law by improperly 
enforcing minimum prices, according 
to the economic planning agency of the 
southern province of Guangdong. The 
company is a joint venture between 
Nissan Motor Co. and Dongfeng Motor 
Co., one of China’s biggest automakers.

Other foreign auto brands including 
Mercedes Benz and Chrysler have been 
fined for similar infractions after custo-
mers complained they charged excessi-
vely high prices for vehicles and repla-

Boeing Co. is exploring plans to open a China factory

Former chairman of China Resources 
(Holdings) Ltd., Song Lin 

Boss of state-owned conglomerate 
facing prosecution for graft 

well as businesses in electric power, fi-
nance and real estate. The company re-
ported profit of USD6.7 billion last year 
and $145 billion in assets.

Song was fired last year in the midst 
of an anti-corruption campaign that has 
snared a former member of the ruling 
party’s inner circle, Zhou Yongkang, 
and executives at oil and other state
-owned companies.

The crackdown was launched by 
President Xi Jinping after he came to 
power in mid-2013. He has promised to 
pursue senior officials as well as lower
-level violators.

An aide to former President Jiang 
Zemin, former generals and the head 
of the national volleyball program also 
have been detained.

Investigators believe Song took bribes 
in exchange for promotions and  busi-
ness  decisions, spent company money 
on playing golf and committed other 
“serious violations of political discipli-
ne,” the Central Commission for Dis-
cipline Inspection said. It said the pro-
ceeds of illegal acts would be seized. AP

Beijing fines Nissan venture in 
anti-monopoly case 

cement parts.
Setting minimum retail prices is com-

mon in other countries but Chinese re-
gulators reject it as a violation of free 
market competition.

Business groups say the secretive and 
abrupt way the investigations are con-
ducted is alienating foreign companies. 
Regulators deny foreign companies are 
treated unfairly.

Anti-monopoly regulators also have 
investigated technology suppliers and 
dairies over the past two years in an 
apparent effort to force down prices.

In February, U.S. chipmaker Qual-
comm Inc. was fined 6 billion yuan 
($975 million) on charges it abused its 
dominance in wireless technology to 
charge “unfairly high” licensing fees. AP

Boeing said to study 
first China plant for 
work on 737 jetliner

Chicago-based Boeing 
plots an increase to as 
many 60 planes a month 
from the current 42. The 
737 competes with the 
A320 jet family from Eu-
rope’s Airbus Group SE, 
which is poised to inau-
gurate its first plant in 
the U.S. today in Mobile, 
Alabama.

Boeing’s plans for Chi-
na are under the spotli-
ght because Chinese 
President Xi Jinping is 
planning a stop in Sea-
ttle later this month on 
his initial trip as a head 
of state to the U.S. Such 
official visits frequently 
yield a haul of aircraft or-
der announcements from 
China’s carriers.

“To succeed in today’s 
competitive environ-
ment, Boeing is always 

looking for
opportunities to support 

our growth plans and pro-
ductivity improvements,”

Boeing said in response 
to queries about the new 
737 facility. While Boeing 
said its overseas partners 
include China, “we do not 
comment on options we 
may be exploring.”

Boeing has responded 
to growing demand for 
single-aisle jets with the 
accelerating tempo at 
the factory in Renton, 
Washington, that now 
builds all its 737s. Air-
bus’s Alabama plant will 
be its fourth making the 
A320.

Boeing’s talks for a 737 
completion and delivery 
center were first reported 
by Flightglobal in May. 
Bloomberg
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ARRESTS made and de-
tails revealed about the 

Aug. 17 Bangkok bombing that 
killed 20 people have raised 
the question of whether mem-
bers of an ethnic and religious 
minority from  China’s  far 
west were involved. A primer 
on the Uighurs, the repression 
they face in  China  and their 
presence abroad:

WHO ARE THE 
UIGHURS?
The Uighurs (pronounced 

WEE-gurs) are a Turkic-s-
peaking Muslim ethnic group 
native to  China’s  far western 
region of Xinjiang, which was 
sporadically controlled by Chi-
nese dynasties over the centu-
ries. They have long complai-
ned of ethnic discrimination 
and religious restriction un-
der the Chinese government, 
which is dominated by mem-
bers of the Han ethnic group. 
Several decades of economic 
development have brought an 
influx of Han people into the 
Uighurs’ oil-rich home region. 
Uighurs have felt marginali-
zed in the region’s economic 
boom, sparking ethnic ten-
sions that erupted in the late 
1990s and then again about 
a decade later, culminating 
in rioting that left nearly 200 
dead in the regional capital of 
Urumqi in 2009.

RECENT UNREST
Since 2009, there have been 

frequent attacks on police 
stations, military checkpoin-
ts and government buildin-
gs in Xinjiang. The violence 
has spilled into other regions 
with Uighur militants accused 
of mounting attacks in train 
stations, markets and even a 
public square in Beijing. In 
March 2014, a group of Ui-

A Chinese live-action 
animation film has 

knocked “Fast & Furious 
7” off the perch of the 
country’s biggest gros-
sing movie of all time — 
the first homegrown film 
to do so since the main-
land reopened its market 
to Hollywood movies in 
1994.

“Monster Hunt,” a mo-
vie about a baby monster 
whose life is under threat, 
had earned 2.428 billion 
yuan (USD382 million) 
by Friday since its debut 
on July 16, according to 

Uighur ethnic minority worshipers take part in Friday noon prayers in Urumqi

Who are Uighurs? A look at group 
from restive Xinjiang region 

‘Monster Hunt’ is country’s biggest grossing film 

ghurs — including two women 
— slashed indiscriminately at 
crowds at a train station in the 
southwestern city of Kunming, 
killing 31. In May of 2014, a 
bomb assault on a market in 
Urumqi left 43 people dead.

BEIJING’S RESPONSE
Beijing has long been wary 

of independence-minded mili-
tants in Xinjiang and has kept 
tight controls over the region. 
Beijing began labeling the mi-
litants terrorists in 2001 in a 
bid to win international su-
pport for the struggle against 
the militants. Scholars have 
argued that  China’s  stifling 
policies in the region — in-
cluding restrictions on beards 
and veils — have marginalized 
the Uighurs and fueled mili-
tancy. Last year, well-known 
Uighur economist Ilham Toh-

ti, who had urged Beijing to 
review its policies in Xinjiang 
to foster reconciliation, was 
convicted of inciting sepa-
ratism and sentenced to life 
in prison. In response to the 
2014 attacks, Beijing launched 
a one-year crackdown on ter-
ror cells in Xinjiang, executing 
and jailing hundreds of people 
on terrorism-related charges.

FLEEING CHINA
Uighurs have been 

fleeing  China  in recent years, 
often by way of Southeast Asia. 
Rights advocates say they are 
escaping repressive rule, but 
Beijing says many are leaving 
to join jihad with the intention 
of returning to China to carry 
out terrorist attacks. Courts in 
Xinjiang cities of Hotan, Kash-
gar and Karamay recently jai-
led Chinese smugglers who 

helped Uighurs cross illegally 
into Vietnam, as well as se-
veral Uighurs who unsucces-
sfully tried to emigrate ille-
gally. While there are large 
Uighur diasporas in Europe 
and the United States, Turkey 
is the destination of choice for 
most seeking to leave  China. 
Turkey’s government is un-
der intense public pressure to 
support the Uighurs, leading 
to tensions in Ankara’s rela-
tionship with Beijing.

THAILAND’S 
REPATRIATION
In late 2014, the Thai go-

vernment detained hundreds 
of migrants believed to be 
Uighurs in refugee camps, 
including women and chil-
dren. Many refused to speak 
to Chinese officials, claiming 
to be Turkish, and many ob-

tained legitimate Turkish 
passports and later settled in 
Turkey. However, on July 9 
of this year, Thailand repa-
triated more than 100 of the 
Uighurs — mostly men — who 
were wanted by  China  as ter-
ror suspects. This drew cri-
ticism from Uighur advoca-
tes, human rights groups, the 
U.S., the United Nations and 
others, all concerned that the 
returnees would be persecu-
ted. Video footage by Chine-
se state media showed the 
men hooded and under tight 
security. Chinese authorities 
have granted no independent 
access to any court proceedin-
gs for the returnees, allowing 
the government to control the 
narrative about them.

BOMBING CASE
Though there have been 

many theories about perpe-
trator and motive, speculation 
about a Uighur connection to 
the Bangkok bombing came 
almost immediately, in part 
because the bomb went off at 
a shrine popular with Chinese 
tourists.

Police have arrested two fo-
reigners, confiscated bom-
b-making materials from two 
apartments on the outskirts 
of Bangkok and are looking 
for 10 other suspects. The first 
suspect arrested was found 
at one of the apartments and 
possessed a fake Turkish pass-
port. The second, arrested 
near the Thai-Cambodia bor-
der, carried a passport that in-
dicated he was from Xinjiang. 
Police say they believe the 
bomber has left the country.

Authorities have intentio-
nally avoided calling the bom-
bing an act of terrorism for 
fear of hurting Thailand’s re-
putation. AP

the official Xinhua News 
Agency on Saturday.

The latest in the fast 
car “Furious” franchise 
had pulled in a total of 
2.426 billion yuan ($381 
million) in the mainland 
market by May.

Xinhua said “Monster 
Hunt” is the first domes-
tic film to reach the top 
spot since 1994, when the 
Communist authorities 
lifted a ban on Hollywood 
movies.

“Fast & Furious 7,” cal-
led “Furious 7” in the U.S., 
had taken the highest 

grossing movie accolade 
in China  from “Transfor-
mers: Age of Extinction.” 
Before “Transformers,” 
the 2010 film “Avatar” 
held that distinction.

China’s  rapidly growing 
box office continues to 
make records. The State 
Administration of Press, 
Publication, Radio, Film 
and Television said ear-
lier this month that  Chi-
na’s box office so far this 
year has already outstri-
pped the total for 2014.

By Sept. 5, box offi-
ce revenue had reached 

30.09 billion yuan ($4.73 
million), up 48 percent 
compared with the same 
period last year, and hi-
gher than 2014’s total 
of 29.639 billion yuan 
($4.66 million).

Domestic films have 
already made 18 billion 
yuan ($2.9 billion) this 
year, up 73 percent on 
last year, according to 
the administration. They 
are helped by authorities 
limiting the number of 
screens for foreign mo-
vies during prime movie-
going holiday periods. AP
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Natasha Khan

CHINA’S top official 
in Hong Kong has dis-
pelled the notion of a 
separation of powers 

in the city and says the chief 
executive has authority over the 
executive, judiciary and legisla-
ture branches.

In a speech titled “the correct 
understanding of Hong Kong’s 
political system,” Zhang Xiao-
ming, head of the city’s central 
government liaison office, said 
he picked a controversial issue 
to discuss in order to tackle the 
issue head on.

“It should be clear that Hong 
Kong does not implement the 
political system of separation 
of powers,” said Zhang, at an 
event commemorating the Ba-
sic Law, the city’s mini-consti-
tution. “It didn’t before the reu-
nification, nor does it after the 
reunification.”

Zhang quoted former Chi-
nese leader Deng Xiaoping as 
saying in a 1987 speech that 
it would be inappropriate for 

Christopher Bodeen, 
Beijing 

CHINESE authorities 
ended the search for 

the remaining eight mis-
sing in a massive chemical 
warehouse explosion last 
month, setting the final 
death toll at 173 in  Chi-
na’s worst industrial disas-
ter in years.

The announcement on 
the Tianjin city govern-
ment’s microblog said the-
re was no hope of finding 
the eight people, and the 
court will now start issuing 
death certificates.

“After thorough inves-
tigations by all parties, it 
is certain that there is no 
possibility of survivors,” 
said the statement, posted 
late Friday night.

The eight include five fi-
refighters, underscoring 
the explosion’s status as 
the worst ever disaster for 
Chinese first responders, 
more than 100 of whom 
were killed, including po-
lice officers. Among firefi-
ghters, a total of 104 were 
killed.

Investigations into the 
Aug. 12 blasts at the 
Ruihai International Lo-
gistics warehouses showed 
they were located closer 
to homes than permitted, 
and stored much more 
hazardous material than 
authorized, including 700 
tons of highly toxic sodium 
cyanide.

A series of massive ex-
plosions late at night sha-

CHINESE authorities have 
named and shamed four tra-

velers over an incident at Ban-
gkok’s airport in which they ven-
ted their frustration by belting 
out the Chinese national anthem.

The four were part of a group 
of Chinese tourists whose flight 
home had been delayed by eight 
hours until 3:00 a.m.

When the plane arrived, they 
refused to board until their com-
pensation demands were met, 
then broke into the national 
anthem amid hooting, shouts 
and general chaos in the departu-
re lounge.

A 57-second clip of the incident 
recorded on a mobile phone cir-
culated widely on the Internet in 
China, prompting an investiga-
tion by the China National Tou-
rism Administration, which said 
Saturday it had added their na-
mes to its list of those accused of 
“uncivilized behavior.”

The four “incited other travelers 
to disrespect public order in the 
airport, spoke and acted hysteri-
cally, seriously harmed the image 
of Chinese travelers abroad,” the 
administration said in a state-
ment. Their names will remain 
on the list for between two and 
three years.

While inclusion doesn’t ban 
them from flying, the list can 
be checked by airlines and tra-
vel agencies, who then have the 
option of refusing them service. 
The list is public and can also be 
viewed by police, customs and 
border security agents, banks and 
others issuing credit.

Numerous incidents of bad 
behavior by Chinese tourists 

Hong Kong Chief Executive Leung Chun-ying

HONG KONG 

Official says Chief Executive 
above judiciary, legislature

In this Aug. 13 photo, firefighters in protective gear watch 
as smoke continues to billow out after an explosion at a 
warehouse in northeastern China’s Tianjin municipality

Final death toll set at 173 in 
Tianjin warehouse explosion

A tour guide holds a flag as mainland 
tourists gather

Authorities name and 
shame 4 tourists over 
Thai airport incident

Lam said in a release from the 
Hong Kong government. The 
chief executive is accountable 
both to the Central Govern-
ment and to Hong Kong, Lam 
said.

Differences over political 
reform set off almost three 
months of protests last year. 
Hong Kong pro-democracy 
lawmakers rejected a China
-backed election plan for the 
city in June, leaving in place 
the current system where the 
chief executive is chosen by 
a 1,200-strong committee of 
Hong Kong’s mostly Beijing-
friendly political and economic 
elites, rather than by the city’s 
voters. Bloomberg

ttered windows and tore 
facades off buildings for 
kilometers around, while 
launching debris including 
heavy steel storage canis-
ters into nearby commu-
nities with the force of an 
artillery shell. Disgruntled 
homeowners have held nu-
merous angry protests de-
manding the government 
buy back their apartments, 
saying they are unlivable.

The disaster has raised 
questions about corrup-
tion and government ef-
ficiency, potentially tar-
nishing the communist 
government led by Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, who has 
made those two issues a 
hallmark of his adminis-
tration.

Authorities are investi-
gating malfeasance in the 
issuing of permits and re-
gulation of the company, 
and have detained 12 of 

its employees and executi-
ves. They include the pri-
mary owner, who was on 
the board of a state-owned 
company and kept his ow-
nership of Ruihai hidden 
as a silent partner.

Also detained as part 
of the investigation are 
11 government officials, 
while the head of the go-
vernment body in charge 
of industrial safety, Yang 
Dongliang, has been pla-
ced under investigation for 
corruption.

Yang had previously 
worked for 18 years in Tian-
jin in state industry and lo-
cal government, rising to 
executive vice mayor.

Authorities say they have 
sealed all waterways lea-
ding out of the blast zone 
to curb cyanide contami-
nation as teams in hazmat 
suits clean up hazardous 
debris. AP

abroad, from fighting with air 
crews to defacing cultural artifac-
ts, have drawn widespread deri-
sion in China. That prompted the 
administration last year to create 
the list, which now contains 11 
names.

Others named and shamed 
have included a couple who pou-
red instant noodles soaked in 
hot water onto flight attendant 
and made insults and threats in 
a dispute over seating. Another 
opened emergency doors on a do-
mestic flight during a delay and 
still another had climbed onto 
statues of revolutionary heroes to 
have his photo taken.

Rising incomes and cheap fli-
ghts have permitted record num-
bers of Chinese to travel domes-
tically and abroad, touring scenic 
and cultural spots around the 
world. Among other complaints 
are line-cutting, smoking in pu-
blic, littering and fouling public 
toilets. AP

Hong Kong to adopt a Western 
approach to its political sys-
tem, such as the concept of se-
paration of powers, according 
to a transcript of Zhang’s com-
ments posted on the liaison of-
fice website.

Zhang’s speech prompted 
criticism from the city’s pan-
democratic figures. Civic Par-
ty leader Alan Leong said the 
comments elevate the leader’s 
status to that of an emperor; 
while Labour Party chairman 
Lee Cheuk-yan questioned the 
changing interpretation of the 
Basic Law, the South China 
Morning Post reported.

Zhang’s comments are not 
new, Chief Secretary Carrie 



 

th Anniversary

14.09.2015 mon

12
 

AP
 P

H
OT

O

 The People’s 
Action Party 
has won 
in every 
election since 
independence 
in 1965, 
including the 
last one on 
Friday

廣告ASIA-PACIFIC 亞太版

Vijay Joshi and Annabelle Liang, 
Singapore 

EVERY four or five 
years, Singaporeans 
vote in general elec-
tions without ever 

asking the question: Which 
party can best run the gover-
nment? That’s a no-brainer. 
It’s the same party that’s been 
ruling the wealthy Southeast 
Asian city-state for a half-
century. The questions most 
ask instead is how much voice 
should they give the opposi-
tion.

That explains the overwhel-
ming majority that the Peo-
ple’s Action Party has won in 
every election since indepen-
dence in 1965, including the 
last one on Friday, which re-
turned it with an even greater 
share of the votes than before. 
It was a result that any politi-
cal party in the world would 
salivate over — 83 of 89 seats 
in Parliament and 70 percent 
of all votes cast.

In some ways, it was the di-
rect outcome of the PAP’s re-
latively poor showing in the 
2011 elections, when even 
though it won 81 of the 87 sea-
ts at stake, it garnered only 60 
percent of the votes.

There was clear anger among 
the voters against the rising 
cost of living.  Singapore  is 

In this photo taken on Saturday, Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong of the ruling People’s Action Party (PAP) celebrates a win in his constituency

SINGAPORE  

Analysis: Citizens fall back 
on tried and tested party

among the most expensive ci-
ties in the world while being 
the ninth-richest nation on 
an annual per capita income 
basis, one spot ahead of the 
United States. An open im-
migration policy promoted by 
the government to keep the 
economy robust had led to 
overcrowding and resentment 
against foreign workers seen 

to be stealing local jobs.
Restrictions on the media 

and freedom of speech — al-
though less than in the early 
years after independence — 
remain in place. Income dis-
parities are stark. On the one 
hand, executives are earning 

six-figure salaries, driving ex-
pensive cars, living in magnifi-
cent homes, and on the other, 
old retirees are eking out a 
living on meager pensions of 
about USD1,000 a month whi-
le doing odd jobs.

All this gave the opposition 
fodder to launch an invigora-
ted attack. Its campaign rallies 
attracted tens of thousands 
of people compared to a few 
hundred or 3,000 at the most 
for the PAP. Social media — 
the only alternative voice in 
a country where the mains-
tream newspapers, radio and 
TV stations are controlled by 
the government — were abuzz 
with talk of the opposition fle-
xing its newfound muscles.

Some even began to talk 
about the possibility that the 
nine opposition parties com-
bined would unseat the gover-
nment, because for the first 
time in history they were toge-
ther contesting all seats.

That, for many Singapo-
reans, was unacceptable. They 
wanted to give the opposition 
some voice — but not enough 
to take charge.

In a country that does not 
allow opinion polls, it is hard 
for voters to judge the streng-
th of the opposition, and how 
much votes it should get wi-
thout upsetting the apple cart. 
Unwilling to fall into the trap 

of over-voting for the opposi-
tion, the traditionally risk-a-
verse Singaporeans always 
end up going for the safe op-
tion. This time, the risk see-
med larger. The fear that they 
could lose a government that 
they trusted and relied on ti-
pped the undecided on the 
PAP’s side.

“There was a certain palpa-
ble concern that the PAP may 
come out of the election se-
verely weakened. That resul-
ted in the middle ground, the 
group of undecided voters, to 
rally behind the PAP, going 
back to a tried and tested par-
ty,” Eugene Tan, an associate 
professor of law at  Singapo-
re  Management University, 
told The Associated Press.

Even the opposition acknow-
ledged that.

“One of the things which I 
think probably did loom in 
people’s minds ... is the fact 
that for the first time, all 
89 seats are contested, and 
perhaps some people did 
feel that there was some risk 
(of the PAP faring poorly),” 
Workers’ Party chairman Syl-
via Lim said at a victory pa-
rade in Aljunied. The party 
retained five seats by a slim 
margin.

“There is a perception that 
the opposition movement is 
growing strong. There cou-

ld be a pushback on that, be-
cause I think people still feel 
comfortable with the PAP as a 
government,” she added.

So why do Singaporeans 
trust the PAP so much?

For one, it is the party’s tra-
ck record. After a period of 
British colonial rule,  Singa-
pore  became part of the Ma-
lay Federation in 1963, whose 
other giant member was nei-
ghboring Malaysia. Howe-
ver, Singapore was kicked out 
of the union in 1965, with Lee 
Kuan Yew as the prime minis-
ter of the newly formed na-
tion.

A fiery orator, master stra-
tegist and a no-holds-barred 
street fighter, Lee led the PAP 
to decisive victory in the 1968 
general elections, and every 
one since, until his death in 
March.

Lee and other founding lea-
ders in the PAP created a uni-
que system of development 
for  Singapore. Lee promoted 
meritocracy, attracted foreign 
investment through tax incen-
tives, introduced English-lan-
guage education, raised pro-
ductivity and brooked no cor-
ruption. He also brooked no 
dissent and treated the oppo-
sition with contempt. Most 
opponents could not match 
his fighting skills — some were 
thrown in jail and others taken 
to court for defamation, lea-
ding to bankruptcy. Soon the 
opposition was emasculated.

Meanwhile,  Singapore’s 
spectacular development con-
tinued amid restrictions on 
free speech. In many ways, 
Singapore  became a nanny 
state, with the government 
masterminding social poli-
cies, including the racial mix 
among Chinese, Malays and 
Indians in public housing 
where a majority of its 5.6 
million people live, how much 
they should save, what they 
could read and what they cou-
ld watch on TV. Singaporeans 
seemed willing to pay that pri-
ce for the economic gains.

After disenchantment beca-
me deeply evident in the 2011 
elections, the government 
made amends. It cut back 
on immigration. The annual 
growth of foreign professio-
nals, managers and executi-
ves fell from 45,000 a year to 
13,000 last year. It made re-
forms to the pension scheme 
and the medical insurance. 
The government also reached 
out to the youth on hot-button 
issues — and the results paid 
off.

Ultimately, it was the peo-
ple’s choice — even if forced 
by a set of circumstances uni-
que to Singapore — that stren-
gthened the ruling party at the 
expense of producing a more 
representative Parliament.

“I guess Singaporeans get the 
government they deserve, so 
I don’t want to hear any more 
complaints,” said opposition 
leader Kenneth Jeyaretnam. AP
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 Thailand’s top 
Buddhist 
authority bars 
women from 
becoming 
monks… 
Yet female 
monastics or 
“bhikkhunis” 
are emerging 
as a force for 
reform
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ASIA-PACIFIC 亞太版

Denis D. Gray, Nakhon Pathom

ON a rural road just after 
daybreak, villagers young 

and old kneel reverently befo-
re a single file of ochre-robed 
women, filling their bowls with 
rice, curries, fruits and sweets. 
In this country, it’s a rare sight.

Thailand’s  top Buddhist au-
thority bars women from be-
coming monks. They can only 
become white-cloaked nuns, 
who are routinely treated as 
domestic servants. Many here 
believe women are inferior 
beings who had better perform 
plenty of good deeds to ensure 
they will be reborn as men in 
their future lives.

Yet with the religion beset by 
lurid scandals, female monas-
tics or “bhikkhunis” are emer-
ging as a force for reform, not 
unlike activists in the Christian 
world seeking gender equality 
including ordination of women 
as priests in the Catholic Chur-
ch. They are growing in num-
bers and appear to be making 
headway.

Thailand  has some 100 
bhikkhunis who were ordained 
in Sri Lanka, where women 
are allowed to become monks. 
They and their monasteries are 
not legally recognized in Thai-
land, and don’t enjoy state 
funding and other support 
the country’s 200,000 male 
monks are granted.

Living spartan lives, the wo-
men are governed by 311 pre-
cepts from celibacy and pover-
ty to archaic ones like having 
to confess after eating garlic. 
Their ranks and those of hun-
dreds of aspirants — there are 
five stages before ordination — 
include a former Google execu-
tive, a Harvard graduate, jour-
nalists and doctors, as well as 
village noodle vendors.

“It is our right, our heritage, 
to lead a fully monastic life. 
We are on the right side of his-
tory,” says Chatsumarn Kabil-
singh, an author, former uni-
versity professor and the first 
bhikkhuni in  Thailand  from 
the Theravada branch of Bu-
ddhism, which is dominant in 
Southeast Asia and Sri Lanka. 
Using her religious name of 
Venerable Dhammananda, 
she contends that the Buddha 
2,500 years ago built the re-
ligion as a four-legged stool 
— monks, nuns, laymen and 
laywomen — but “we are now 
sitting on just three legs.”

The male-dominated religion 
has been blighted in recent 
years by crimes and gross vio-
lations of vows, just as wides-
pread sex abuse and Vatican fi-

Women Buddhist monks pray at the Songdhammakalyani Monastery in Nakhon Pathom

THAILAND  

‘Rebel’ female Buddhist monks 
challenge status quo

nancial scandals have damaged 
the Roman Catholic Church.

Monks in Thailand have been 
convicted of everything from 
murder to wildlife trafficking. 
Sexual depravity is frequently 
reported. One former abbot, 
fugitive Wirapol Sukphol, fa-

ces charges of drug use, money 
laundering, fathering a child 
by an underage woman and 
illegally amassing millions of 
dollars. A photograph shows 
him seated in a private jet wea-
ring aviator sunglasses.

The Supreme Sangha Coun-
cil, the religion’s ruling body, 
is under fire over the mishan-

dling of corruption allegations 
against prominent abbots, in-
cluding one of its own mem-
bers. The allegations inclu-
de embezzling funds inten-
ded for the cremation of an 
abbot’s predecessor and the 
investment of USD1.2 million 
from donations into the stock 
market.

With Buddhism so intimate-
ly tied to Thai identity — more 
than 90 percent adhere to the 
faith — these misdeeds and 
what is termed “checkbook 
Buddhism” have spurred calls 
in Parliament for curbing the 
almost total authority the 
council wields over the clergy 
and the corruption-stoking $4 
billion in annual donations to 
monasteries. A proposed Pa-
tronage and Protection of the 
Clergy Bill would impose stiff 
penalties for those who break 
the religion’s cardinal rules 
and set up a panel to monitor 
donations. Corruption within 
Buddhism may also be dealt 
with in Thailand’s next consti-
tution, now being drafted.

The role of women in Bud-
dhism has also aroused natio-
nal-level debate.

The Sangha council has ur-
ged the government to ban Sri 
Lankan clergy from coming 
into the country following what 
Dhammananda calls a “rebel 
ordination” in Thailand of eight 
bhikkhunis last November by 
Sri Lankans. That drew broad 

criticism of the council itself.
“The clergy can no longer in-

sist on operating in a closed, 
feudal system that violates 
universal norms and values,” 
said an editorial in the En-
glish-language Bangkok Post. 
Instead of trying to crush wo-
men’s aspirations, it said the 
“clergy should concentrate on 
cleaning up its own house to 
restore declining public faith.”

No scandal has emerged 
among Thailand’s  female cler-
gy. Dhammananda said she 
has seen no misbehavior in her 
monastery beyond a few nuns 
who had used their mobile te-
lephones to excess.

“I think that many nuns see 
themselves as exemplary. 
They are, and they’re carving 
a  new  role for themselves 
that didn’t exist,” said Juliane 
Schober, an expert on Sou-
theast Asian Buddhism at Ari-
zona State University. “That 
that puts pressure on the San-
gha doesn’t surprise me.”

Women clergy interviewed at 
three monasteries said it was 
essential to maintain a high 
moral ground so as not to give 
opponents an excuse to stop 
their movement. Some cast 
them as Western-educated fe-
minists out to undermine tra-
ditional Buddhism.

“They can be a force for chan-
ge in Buddhism,” said Phra-
maha Boonchuay Doojai, a lea-
ding activist monk at Chiang 

Mai Buddhist College.
“If everything is in the hands 

of men, it is as if Buddhism 
was just the way of a father, not 
mother. But you need both,” he 
said. “Mothers have some uni-
que feelings that men do not 
share. They may have more lo-
ving kindness.”

Proponents of ordination like 
Boonchuay say bhikkhunis ori-
ginated with Buddha himself; 
the first was an aunt who rai-
sed him. Opponents argue that 
the lineage of the Theravada 
bhikkhuni order, under whi-
ch women could be ordained, 
died out long ago and cannot 
be restored. The Mahayana 
branch of Buddhism practiced 
in East Asia has historically or-
dained women.

“We simply follow the ru-
les. The ordination of female 
monks was allowed in the Lord 
Buddha’s time. But as time 
passed, the lineage of bhikkhu-
ni disappeared,” Phra Tepvi-
sutthikawee of the Buddhism 
Protection Center has said.

Despite conservative oppo-
sition, bhikkhunis are gaining 
ground with the general public 
in Thailand.

“It is a movement now. When 
I was struggling by myself it 
was just this crazy woman who 
wanted to be a monk,” says 
Dhammananda, who was or-
dained in 2003. “Now people 
don’t feel strange when they 
see a female monk in the stree-
ts. We don’t have problems 
with people, with society.”

Aside from spiritual pursuits, 
the 15 monastics at her Song-
dhammakalyani Monastery 
visit prisoners, aid the poor 
and infirm and maintain other 
links with the surrounding 
community near Nakhon Pa-
thom in central  Thailand. Re-
gularly they make alms rounds, 
a timeless tradition of food of-
ferings by the faithful who are 
then blessed by the monks.

To the north, in the shadows 
of the country’s highest moun-
tain, hundreds of civil servan-
ts, businessmen, villagers and 
others regularly flock to an 
idyllic monastery to hear talks 
by Venerable Nandanyani, a 
bhikkhuni and onetime ma-
thematician. Families attend 
a weekend religion “camp” 
on the monastery grounds. 
A bhikkhuni leads a group of 
men and women in the slow 
motions of walking meditation.

Seated below a statue of the 
Buddha, the abbess energeti-
cally explains why ordination 
of women is vital, punctuating 
her words with thumbs-up ges-
tures. It enables individuals to 
probe Buddhism’s depths and 
live the full monastic life, she 
says, and also allows intimate 
communication between fema-
le clergy and laywomen unhin-
dered by the barriers of sex and 
traditional propriety between 
women and monks.

“We must wait,” she says. 
“Slowly but surely it will 
come.” AP
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Abdullah Al-Shihri and 
Adam Schreck, Riyadh 

HIGH winds were to 
blame for the toppling 
of a massive crane that 
smashed into Mec-

ca’s Grand Mosque and killed at 
least 107 people ahead of the start 
of the annual hajj pilgrimage, the 
head of Saudi Arabia’s civil defen-
se directorate said Saturday.

The disaster during a violent 
thunderstorm that roared throu-
gh Islam’s holiest city late Friday 
afternoon was the deadliest in-
cident in years surrounding the 
hajj, which gets underway in full 
later this month.

Images shared on social me-
dia showed a horrifying scene. 
The crane boom pierced through 
the roof of the mosque, bringing 
down slabs of reinforced concre-
te and leaving bodies lying amid 
pools of blood on the polished 
mosque floors as frightened sur-
vivors screamed in panic.

A towering construction crane is seen 
collapsed over the Grand Mosque, in 
Mecca

SAUDI ARABIA 

Authorities blame Mecca Grand Mosque 
crane collapse on high winds

The director general of civil de-
fense, Suleiman bin Abdullah 
al-Amro, told satellite broadcas-
ter Al-Arabiya that the unusually 
powerful winds that toppled the 
crane also tore down trees and 
signs as a storm whipped through 
the area.

He denied reports that lightning 
brought down the red-and-white 
crane, which was being used for 
the mosque’s expansion, or that 
some of those killed died in a 
stampede.

“The speed of the wind was not 
normal,” he said. “There was no 
way for people to know that the 
crane was about to collapse for 
them to scramble,” he added.

An amateur video circulating on-
line, however, appeared to show a 
frantic scramble in the moments 
after the crane collapsed as scores 
of people pushed and jostled one 
another in a struggle to get out.

At least 238 people were injured 
in the accident, according to civil 
defense figures.

Authorities did not provide de-
tails on the victims’ nationalities, 
but it was likely that the tragedy 
will touch several countries.

U.S. Secretary of State John Ker-
ry expressed his condolences and 
said the U.S. stands with Saudi 
Arabia and “all Muslims around 

the world in the aftermath of this 
dreadful incident at one of Islam’s 
holiest sites.”

The Grand Mosque and the cube
-shaped Kaaba within it draw 
Muslims of all types from around 
the world throughout the year, 
though numbers increase signi-
ficantly in the run-up to the hajj. 
The mosque is Islam’s holiest site, 
and Muslims the world over pray 
in the direction of the Kaaba, whi-
ch is also at the heart of the hajj 
rituals.

Performing the pilgrimage 
during one’s lifetime is a duty for 
all able-bodied adult Muslims. 
This year’s pilgrimage is expected 
to start around Sept. 22.

Nearly 910,000 pilgrims have 
already arrived in the country for 
this year’s hajj season, according 
to official figures.

Ahmed bin Mohammed al
-Mansouri, the spokesman for 
the presidency of  Mecca  and 
Medina mosque affairs, said in a 
statement carried by the official 

Saudi Press Agency that the crane 
struck a circular area around the 
Kaaba and a nearby walkway.

The crane was one of several 
surrounding the mosque to su-
pport an ongoing expansion of 
the sanctuary.

Steep hills and low-rise tradi-
tional buildings that once sur-
rounded the mosque have in 
recent years given way to sho-
pping malls and luxury hotels 
— among them the world’s thir-
d-tallest building, a giant clock 
tower that is the centerpiece of 
the Abraj al-Bait complex.

The construction giant Saudi 
Binladin Group is leading the 
mosque expansion and also built 
the Abraj al-Bait project.

The Binladin family has been 
close to the ruling Al Saud family 
for decades and oversees ma-
jor building projects around the 
country. The Binladen family di-
sowned one of its many members, 
late al-Qaida leader Osama bin 
Laden, in the 1990s. AP
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what’s ON ...

Ox Warehouse Children’s Artland 2015 
- Jolly Joint Exhibition
Time: 12pm-7pm 
(Closed on Tuesdays, open on public holidays) 
Until: November 1, 2015
Venue: No Cruzamento da Avenida do Coronel 
Mesquita com a Avenida Almirante Lacerda Macau 
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 2853 0026

Macau Science Centre 
Time: 10am-6pm daily (Except Thursdays)
Address: Avenida Dr. Sun Yat-Sen
Admission: Exhibition Centre: MOP25
Planetarium (Dome/Sky Shows): MOP50
Planetarium (3D Dome/3D Sky Shows): MOP65
Enquiries: (853) 2888 0822

Former Home of Revolutionary Leader 
Ye Ting
Time: 10am-6pm daily 
(Except Wednesdays, open on public holidays) 
Venue: 76, Rua Almirante Costa Cabral 
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 8399 6699

Macau Grand Prix Museum & Wine Museum
Time: 10am-8pm daily (Except Tuesdays)
Venue: Rua Luis Gonzaga Gomes, 431, basement 
(Tourism Activities Centre-CAT) 
Admission: Free  
Enquiries: (853) 8798 4108 / 2833 3000 

Installation ‘Valkyrie Octopus’ 
by Joana Vasconcelos
Time: 24 hours 
Until: October 31, 2015 
Venue: MGM MACAU, Av. Dr. Sun Yat Sen, NAPE  
Admission: Free  
Enquiries: (853) 8802 8888

Exhibition ‘Foam Tip by Arlinda Frota 
and Transmutation by Carol Kwok’
Time: 12pm-8pm (Closed on Tuesdays)
Until: September 30, 2015 
Venue: SIGNUM Living Store, Rua do Almirante 
Sérgio, no. 285, R/C, Macau 
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 2896 8925

this day in history

Princess Grace of Monaco has died of the injuries 
she sustained in a car crash near Monte Carlo yester-
day. The Hollywood actress Grace Kelly - who starred 
in the Alfred Hitchcock hits Dial M for Murder and 
Rear Window - suffered a brain haemorrhage.

A statement issued by the royal palace said she 
died at 2130 GMT after her conditioned worsened 
throughout the morning and become irreversible by 
the afternoon.

It also said the former film star’s husband, Monaco’s 
head of state Prince Rainier, and her three children 
were at her bedside when she died. The US-born 
princess’ youngest daughter Stephanie was in the 
car at the time of the accident, but suffered only light 
bruising.

The news of her death was unexpected as previous 
reports from the palace had indicated that despite 
broken ribs, leg and collarbone she was in a stable 
condition.

The Monaco royal family also released an account 
of yesterday’s accident and said the princess had 
lost control of the car when the brakes failed. After 
leaving the road her 10-year-old Rover tumbled 100 
ft (30.5 m) down a ravine, turning over several times 
before coming to rest in a garden.

But a witness who was driving behind the two prin-
cesses said the car began zigzagging erratically 
some time before the crash happened. Two engineers 
from British Leyland are on their way to Monte Carlo 
to examine the wreckage.

			                   Courtesy BBC News

1982 Hollywood princess dead

In context

Princess Grace was given a full royal funeral at the Cathedral 
of St Nicholas in Monte Carlo. Her daughter Stephanie - who 
was later reported to have suffered a serious cervical fracture 
rather than slight bruising - was too ill to attend.
The Leyland engineers who were sent to the crash scene said 
the car had been in a perfect state before the accident.
It was later determined the princess had probably suffered a 
minor stroke which had caused her to lose control of the car.

Offbeat

Indonesian police investigating a Japanese woman’s murder 
said Friday they have arrested a security guard of her apartment 
building in the capital.

Jakarta police chief Maj. Gen. Tito Karnavian told reporters that 
the Cassa Grande apartment’s security guard Mursalim, 25, was 
caught in Pringsewu neighborhood of Lampung province late 
Thursday, and flown to Jakarta on Friday for investigation.

Yoshimi Nishimura, 28, had been living in the building for three 
months and was found dead Monday. She was found in her bed 
with strangulation marks on her neck.

Her driver, her friend and another building security officer went 
to check on her after efforts to contact her had failed.

Karnavian said Nishimura was robbed and that autopsy results 
suggest she was killed three days before being found.

“The suspect has confessed that he killed her for (the purpose 
of) stealing her belongings,” Karnavian said.

Nishimura’s body was cremated shortly after a forensic autop-
sy completed Thursday and her family and the Japanese Em-
bassy in Jakarta have been notified.

Mursalim, who uses a single name, has not yet been formally 
charged but  Indonesiapolice were investigating possibility of 
premeditated murder, which carries a maximum death penalty.

The suspect allegedly inserted paper into the lock of her apart-
ment door so that Nishimura had to ask him for help anytime she 
wanted to open the door. AP

Indonesian police arrest guard 
in Japanese woman’s murder 

TV canal macau
13:00

13:30

14:30

17:50

18:40

19:40

20:30

21:00

22:10

23:00

23:30

00:05

TDM News (Repeated)				  

News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast			 

RTPi Live				 

Trail of Lies (Repeated)				  

Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)			

Soap Opera				  

Main News, Financial & Weather Report			

TDM Sports				  

Trail of Lies				  

TDM News				  

UEFA Champions League 2015/2016 

Magazine Programme				  

Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)	

			 

INFOTAINMENT 資訊／娛樂 

cinema
cineteatro
10 Sep- 16 Sep

MAZE RUNNER: THE SCORCH TRIALS_
room 1
2.30, 4.45, 7.315 9.30 pm
Director:  Wes Ball
Starring: IDylan O’Brien, Kaya Scodelario, Thomas 
Brodie-Sangster
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 131min

NO ESCAPE_
room 2
2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm
Director:  John Erick Dowdle
Starring: Lake Bell, Pierce Brosnan, Owen Wilson
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 103min

ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE_
room 3
2.30, 9.30 pm
Director:  Richie Jen
Starring: Richie Jen, Shu Qi, Ti Lung
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/English)
Duration: 104min

LOVE DETECTIVE_
room 1
2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm
Director:  Wong Pak-Kei
Starring: Ivana Wong, Pakho Chau, Ram Chiang
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/English)
Duration: 105min

macau tower
10 Sep - 30 Sept

MAZE RUNNER: THE SCORCH TRIALS_
2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director:  Wes Ball
Starring: IDylan O’Brien, Kaya Scodelario, Thomas 
Brodie-Sangster
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 131min
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omACROSS: 1- Actress Patricia; 5- Message symbols; 9- Listerine alternative; 14- 

Roy’s “singin’ pardner”; 15- Perlman of “Cheers”; 16- One giving in; 17- Official 
records; 18- Piercing places; 19- Entertain; 20- Cotton fabric; 22- “Wild Thing” 
rapper; 24- Very small quantity; 25- Bear witness; 26- Hans Christian Andersen’s 
birthplace; 29- Capital of Japan; 31- Proverb; 32- Bundle; 33- Half a fly; 36- 
Sailor; 37- Brother or sister; 40- “___ and hers”; 41- Thesaurus wd.; 42- 1963 
role for Liz; 43- Some horses; 45- Consecrate; 47- Gaming tile; 48- Mariner; 
51- Planted; 52- In any case; 54- Duet for Tony and Maria in “West Side Story”; 
58- Enamel; 59- Dutch export; 61- Seizures; 62- Mountain spinach; 63- Primo; 
64- Division preposition; 65- Nouveau ___; 66- Funny Foxx; 67- Hats; 

DOWN: 1- Mont. neighbor; 2- Apiece; 3- Neighbor of Sask.; 4- Directing; 5- Bring 
into being; 6- Scarlett of fiction; 7- ___ 
Rosenkavalier; 8- Compass direction; 9- 
Insufficient; 10- Regained consciousness; 
11- Little egg; 12- Mexican money; 13- 
Construct; 21- Prescribed amounts; 23- 
Like some furniture; 26- Cereal grain; 27- 
June 6, 1944; 28- Merit; 29- Stories; 30- 
Potpourri; 32- OPEC units; 33- Bangkok 
native; 34- ___ Fein; 35- Canadian gas 
brand; 38- Champagne buckets; 39- Adult; 
44- Creating all things; 45- Flinch; 46- Feel 
intense aversion; 47- Damned; 48- Flavor; 
49- Video game pioneer; 50- Of a pelvic 
bone; 51- Rise to one’s feet; 53- Eye drop; 
55- Actress Lollobrigida; 56- URL starter; 
57- General ___ chicken; 60- Female deer

Friday’s solution

CROSSWORDS
USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

 

Beijing

Harbin

Tianjin

Urumqi

Xi’an

Lhasa

Chengdu

Chongqing

Kunming

Nanjing

Shanghai

Wuhan

Hangzhou

Taipei

Guangzhou

Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow

Frankfurt

Paris

London

New York

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINA

WORLD

18

24

18

16

24

15 

10 

18 

10 

15 

9 

17 

21 

15 

18 

21 

17 

18 

23 

 23 

25 

cloudy 

clear 

clear/cloudy 

moderate rain/drizzle 

cloudy/clear 

shower 

cloudy 

overcast/cloudy 

cloudy 

cloudy 

cloudy/shower 

cloudy 

cloudy/drizzle 

cloudy/drizzle 

cloudy 

cloudy 

Emergency calls  999

Fire department 28 572 222

PJ (Open line) 993

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775

PSP 28 573 333

Customs 28 559 944

S. J. Hospital 28 313 731

Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333

Commission Against 

Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300

IACM 28 387 333

Tourism 28 333 000

Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283

Water Supply – Report 1990 992

Telephone – Report 1000

Electricity – Report 28 339 922

Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂 

Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
It used to be exciting, but now it’s 
just so routine. It’s amazing what 
a big power booster money was. 
In fact, it was almost critical. For 
now, you’ll have to settle for the 
more plebeian jolt of caffeine.

April 20-May 20
Just as all blossoms eventually 
fade, so your romance with excess 
cash has lost its bloom. But you still 
have everything you need to feel 
safe and sound, so start thinking 
of regular old stability as attractive.

Taurus

May 21-Jun. 21
It seems like you should have 
an intellectual grip on the facts, 
but just how you ended up in the 
situation you’re in is beyond your 
comprehension. Join the crowd, and 
tell yourself you’re in good company.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You got yourself into a big mess. 
Being analytical will only get you so 
far. For this kind of clean up, you 
need an old fashioned mop and 
bucket, of the figurative variety. Start 
by balancing your check book.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
No more complaining. Being 
more thrifty than usual is 
character building, and that alone 
has value. So stop thinking of all 
you can’t have and start planning 
for a more impulsive future.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
If you’re the type who likes to keep 
busy no matter what, then you’ll 
have no trouble with the day. But if 
you need something of substance, 
then you’ll have to settle for a less 
than stellar day.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
That nagging voice in your head 
has you seeing only in negative 
numbers. You may not be living 
in the lap of luxury, but look at 
the bright side: at least you’re still 
self sufficient.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Being flamboyant is a problem. In 
fact, it’s downright inconsiderate. 
The general doom and gloom is the 
new black, so don’t stick out like a 
sore thumb, no matter what your 
bottom line is.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Some cost cutting measures don’t 
bother you at all, but others drive you 
crazy. If cutting coupons is beneath 
you, then don’t force yourself to 
stoop, but it would be like giving 
yourself a small raise to use them.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
It may seem like all of your plans 
are grounded, but there is still a lot 
you can achieve, even in this climate. 
Work on closing some gaps. Spend 
time doing research or connecting 
with people long distance.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You’re projecting your own situation 
onto someone else. They may or may 
not be in the same financial boat. 
Spend some time figuring out who 
you’re really dealing with, rather 
than making assumptions.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You have to be even more grounded 
and sensible today than ever 
before. Not only are there plenty 
of hungry wolves out there, but you 
have less money to make mistakes 
with. Go over all the finer details.
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recorded 
his second 
career five-
goal game to 
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Joseph Wilson, Barcelona 

CRISTIANO Ronaldo ne-
tted five goals to become 

Real Madrid’s all-time leading 
scorer in the Spanish league, 
while Lionel Messi scored as a 
substitute to give Barcelona a 
2-1 win at Atletico Madrid on 
Saturday.

Ronaldo recorded his second 
career five-goal game to lead 
Madrid’s 6-0 rout at Espanyol, 
taking his tally to 231 goals in 
203 matches and eclipsing Raul 
Gonzalez’s mark of 228 goals in 
550 games.

In the clash between the last 
two champions, Fernando Tor-
res put Atletico ahead in the 
51st minute, only for Neymar 
to equalize from a free kick four 
minutes later.

Messi was on the bench 
following the recent birth of his 
second son. But he went on for 
the final half hour and imme-
diately changed the match, sco-
ring the 77th-minute winner 
from Luis Suarez’s pass.

“When we have the best player 
with us, we all play better,” 
Neymar said.

Barcelona manager Luis En-
rique said he spoke with Messi 
before the match and decided 
it was better not to start him 
to avoid a risk of injury, after 
Messi also played two frien-
dlies with Argentina in the Uni-
ted States before the birth of 
his son.

CHELSEA  manager 
Jose Mourinho shru-

gged off his side’s 3-1 loss 
to Everton on Saturday, 
saying there was no one 
better than him to coa-
ch the Premier League 
champions despite their 
bad start to the season.

Outsmarted by hat-tri-
ck scorer Steven Naismi-
th,  Chelsea  slumped to a 
second consecutive defeat 
in a season that has brou-
ght just four points from 
its opening five games.

Against every pre-season 
prediction, Mourinho’s 
side already risks being 
cut adrift by Manchester 
City in a title race which 
has only just begun.

However, the Portugue-
se coach remained de-
fiant that what he called 

Real Madrid’s Cristiano Ronaldo, center, shoots towards Espanyol goalkeeper Pau Lopez 

FOOTBALL | SPANISH LEAGUE

Ronaldo hits 5 for Madrid, 
Messi lifts Barca over Atletico

Mourinho checks his watch as five minutes of stoppage time is 
shown to be played during the EPL football match between Chelsea 
and Crystal Palace 

EPL 

Defiant Mourinho shrugs off Chelsea’s latest defeat

“Leo is very, very important 
for us and his level of fitness 
is key,” Luis Enrique said. “We 
know the importance of these 
points, but there is a long way 
to go.”

Barcelona moved to the top of 
the standings after the defen-
ding champion’s third win in 
as many rounds. Madrid was 
two points behind, and Atletico 
three behind.

Suarez had the first scoring 
chance of the match at Vicente 
Calderon Stadium when he re-
directed the ball from a corner 
kick headed on by Rafina off 
the crossbar in the 24th.

Barcelona’s thin defense was 
playing already without the 
suspended Gerard Pique and 
the injured Dani Alves before 
it took another hit two minutes 

later when injury-prone Tho-
mas Vermaelen pulled a leg 
muscle and needed to be repla-
ced by Jeremy Mathieu

After a first half dominated by 
Barcelona but lacking in pace 
and scoring opportunities, Tor-

res scored on Atletico’s first 
shot on goal. He scored his 10th 
goal in 14 career appearances 
against Barcelona by sending 
the ball in off the post after a 
series of quick passes led to 
Tiago Cardoso sending the ball 
forward for the veteran striker.

Atletico’s celebrations were 
cut short when Neymar ear-
ned a foul and converted it into 
a beautiful goal by striking a 
free kick over the barrier and 
beyond the diving reach of 
goalkeeper Jan Oblak.

Messi then put Barcelona in 
charge, as Atletico dropped 
any plans of going forward and 
concentrated on trying to keep 
the star in check.

It didn’t matter because Messi 
almost set up Neymar before he 
found his first goal of the sea-

son to finish off a team buildup 
completed by Suarez’s assist.

“We didn’t play a good ma-
tch,” Atletico coach Diego Si-
meone said. “When they sco-
red the equalizer we lost our 
control on the game. Messi is 
used to breaking open games 
and, once again, he was the di-
fference.”

Also held scoreless in the first 
two rounds of the season, Ro-
naldo exploded with a bliste-
ring hat trick by the 20th minu-
te, scoring from passes by Luka 
Modric and Gareth Bale in be-
tween a penalty kick earned by 
the Welshman.

Ronaldo passed for Karim 
Benzema to make it 4-0 against 
Espanyol’s demoralized de-
fense before halftime, and he 
scored twice more to record 
his 32nd game with three or 
more goals for Madrid. Besides 
his two five-goal games, he has 
achieved four goals in a match 
on three occasions for Madrid.

Ronaldo’s latest scoring feat 
also moved the Ballon d’Or 
holder into fourth place on the 
Spanish league all-time scoring 
list. Messi holds the record 
with 286.

“In this case, the numbers 
speak for themselves,” Madrid 
coach Rafa Benitez said. “He 
could have scored even more 
today.”

At both games players wore 
T-shirts before the match in su-
pport of aid efforts to help the 
thousands of  refugees  arriving 
in Europe.

Elsewhere, Paco Alcacer hea-
ded in Valencia’s injury-time 
winner for 1-0 at Sporting Gi-
jon, its first win in three league 
matches.

Real Betis edged Real Socie-
dad thanks to Ruben Castro’s 
goal before halftime for the 
promoted side’s first win. AP

the worst run of his ca-
reer would end, and that 
his player’s luck would 
turn.

And he was no less cer-
tain about his own posi-
tion.

“I don’t think there is a 
better manager than me 
to come to Chelsea and to 
do my job. That’s so sim-
ple as that. I’m the man 
for the job,” he told BT 
Sport. “I’m the man that 

gives so many good thin-
gs for Chelsea, so now I’m 
the man with the bad re-
sults.

“I’m responsible for that 
... but I feel that I’m the 
man.”

Mourinho famously du-
bbed himself a “Special 
One” at the start of what 
became a hugely succes-
sful first spell with  Chel-
sea from 2004-2007.

That self-confidence has 
clearly not faded. And he 
dismissed any idea that 
he was struggling to meet 
expectations in what has 
always been an ambi-
tious, big-spending club 
under Russian owner Ro-
man Abramovich.

“I’m not feeling under 
pressure,” he said. “I’m 
feeling that the resul-

ts are the worst results 
ever in my career, I’m not 
adapted to what I feel is 
my quality, is my status, 
I’m not happy. But I’m 
coping well with the si-
tuation.”

If anything, Mourinho 
was more concerned 
about his team coping 
with the run of poor re-
sults when, according to 
him, they are all doing 
their job properly.

“The way they are 
playing is not so bad as 
the results. But in every 
game everything goes 
against (us). Even today 
(...) We are dominant — 
we dominate, we domi-
nate, we dominate — they 
go on a counterattack and 
score the third goal.

“The priority is to keep 

doing what we are doing,” 
he insisted. “I cannot put 
more pressure on the 
players — the players are 
feeling enough sadness 
and enough frustration, 
and lack of confidence... 
the last thing they need 
now is for me being criti-
cal of them. Let’s wait for 
better days, let’s wait for 
better results and I trust 
they will do that.”

Despite the demanding 
situation, with the Cham-
pions League and a Lon-
don derby against Arse-
nal looming, Mourinho 
still found a moment for 
irony.

“I think that Cham-
pionship people can be 
calm,” he said, “that Chel-
sea next year is not playing 
in the Championship.” AP
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I’ve done 
everything in 
my sport

MAYWEATHER

SPORTS體育 19

Tim Dahlberg, Boxing Writer

HIS career win-
ding down to its  
final seconds, Floyd 
Mayweather Jr. took 

a victory lap around the ring, 
his fist raised in triumph. Af-
ter 19 years of perfection in 
the ring, he deserved one final 
bow.

Mayweather  capped a re-
markable career with a typi-
cal  Mayweather  fight Saturday 
night, using his defensive wi-
zardry to frustrate Andre Berto 
on his way to a decision so lop-
sided one judge gave him every 
round.

The USD32 million he ear-
ned was pocket change com-
pared to what he got for 
Manny Pacquiao in his last 
fight. But the more important 
number was win No. 49 in the 
final fight of his unblemished 
career, tying the mark of the 
late heavyweight champion, 
Rocky Marciano.

“You gotta know when 
to go. I’ve had a great ca-
reer,”  Mayweather  said. “I’m 
leaving with all my faculties. I 
feel like I’m smart and sharp.”

Mayweather  wasn’t about to 
change what he does best in his 
last fight.

Both dominant and defensive, 
he used all the tricks learned in 
a pro career that began in 1996 
to take a unanimous decision 
over Berto and retain his wel-
terweight titles in what he in-
sists was his final fight.

Mayweather  won yet again 
in a fight where he was chased 
but never really tested. He piled 
up points with a sharp jab and 
quick counter punches, leaving 
Berto swinging at air most of 
the night.

“What can I say, I was the 
better man tonight,”  Maywea-
ther said

By the late rounds,  Maywea-
ther  was both talking to Berto 
(30-4) and taunting him, se-
cure in the knowledge he was 
winning big against the 18-1 

SEBASTIEN Ogier 
joined some select 

company on the world 
rally circuit yesterday and 
enhanced France’s long 
dominance of the sport.

Ogier clinched his third 
World Rally Cham-
pionship in a row yester-
day after winning Rally 
Australia for the third 
year running, taking 
the 2015 title with three 
events remaining.

It was Ogier’s seventh 
win of the season and 31st 
WRC victory of his career 
that began in 2006. He be-

Floyd Mayweather Jr., left, throws a left at Andre Berto

BOXING 

Mayweather decisions Berto in 
last fight to remain unbeaten

France’s Sebastien Ogier races on a stage of Rally Australia

Ogier wins Rally Australia, 
notches 3rd world title in a row 

underdog. In the final seconds 
of the fight he took a victory lap, 
as the crowd of 13,395 stood 
and cheered at the MGM Grand 
arena.

The ringside scorecards re-
flected  Mayweather’s  domi-
nance, with one judge scoring 
a 120-108 shutout. The other 
scores were 118-110 and 117-

111, while The Associated Press 
had Mayweather winning 119-
109.

Mayweather added to his pay-
per-view riches once again, and 
once again he didn’t seem to 
have to work too hard to make 
it. Berto, who had lost three of 
his last six fights, tried to make 
it a fight but his punches were 
wide and mostly missed their 
marks.

“I pushed him to the limit,” 
Berto said. “But he was just be-
tter.”

Mayweather  did what he’s 
done best in his long career, fi-
ghting defensively and picking 
his shots against Berto. He was 
especially effective when Berto 

rushed at him, using his coun-
ter punching skills to keep Ber-
to away.

It was a winning combination 
once again, just as it had been 
in his 48 previous fights.

Mayweather  had vowed to 
give fans an action fight in his 
last bout, after being criticized 
for fighting defensively in his 
win over Manny Pacquiao. He 
did trade punches with Berto 
on several occasions, but never 
stayed in the pocket long enou-
gh for Berto to find his mark.

Mayweather  complained to 
his father in the corner during 
the fight that he hurt his hand, 
but said since he is retiring it 
didn’t matter.

Ringside punch stats 
showed Mayweather’s defensi-
ve wizardry.  Mayweather  was 
credited with landing 232 of 
410 punches, while Berto lan-
ded only 83 of 495.

“I was in great shape but it 
was difficult to fight him,” Ber-
to said. “He was really, really 
slippery.”

Mayweather weighed in at 146 
pounds, a pound more than 
Berto.

Mayweather, in his 26th title 
fight, controlled the action all 
night, now allowing Berto to 
land more than one punch at a 
time. He was never able to hurt 
Berto, though, and passed up 
chances to engage him in ex-
changes.

Berto was surprisingly passive 
early, doing little in the opening 
rounds but throw punches that 
hit nothing but air. He picked 
up the pace beginning in the 
fourth round, but  Maywea-
ther  had little trouble ducking 
and moving away from his wild 
punches.

By the 10th round were 
talking so much trash that refe-
ree Kenny Bayless called a halt 
to the action and told both figh-
ters they needed to shut up.

If  Mayweather  retires it will 
end a career that saw him be-
come a pay-per-view star and 
earn more money than any bo-
xer before him. Though most in 
boxing believe he will some day 
fight again, the 38-year-old said 
he had plenty of money and his 
health is more important than 
chasing records.

“I’ve accomplished every-
thing,”  Mayweather  said. “I’ve 
done everything in my sport.” AP

came just the fourth dri-
ver to win the world title 
three times, behind nine-
time winner, countryman 
and former teammate 
Sebastien Loeb. Juha 
Kankkunen and Tommi 
Makinen, both of Fin-
land, have each won four 
world titles.

Loeb won his nine titles 
in consecutive years from 
2004, meaning Fren-
ch drivers have won the 
WRC title 12 years in a 
row.

Ogier had a .03-second 
lead over Northern Ire-

land’s Kris Meeke to be-
gin yesterday’s final five 
stages, and won the ope-
ning speed stage by 2.5 
seconds. That stretched 
his lead over Volkswa-
gen teammate Jari-Matti 
Latvala, the driver clo-
sest to him in the overall 
standings, to 5.1 seconds. 
Going into the final stage, 
Ogier led Latvala by 11.2 
seconds.

The 31-year-old Ogier 
finished the 17-stage, 
311.36-kilometer rally in 
2 hours, 59 minutes, 16.4 
seconds; 12. 3 seconds 

ahead of Latvala. Meeke, 
in a Citroen, was third, 
32.6 seconds behind 
Ogier.

Ogier and co-driver and 
fellow Frenchman Julien 
Ingrassia won eight of 
those stages, including 
the final seven.

“So far an amazing sea-
son, the best I have ever 
done,” Ogier said as he 
jumped out of his car af-
ter winning the final sta-
ge. “And this rally win is 
very significant. For sure 
it was the most difficult 
rally to open the roads on. 

On paper it was impossi-
ble to win but I was de-
termined. It’s the perfect 
way to secure the title.”

Latvala had some alter-
nator issues during the 
final few stages.

“I’m happy to have 
been so consistent and to 

have made no mistakes,” 
the Finnish driver said. 
“Maybe on Friday and Sa-
turday morning I was mis-
sing a little spark to fight 
for the victory. It wasn’t 
enough. Seb has done an 
amazing job. He has been 
better than me.” AP
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Young migrants applauded 
by 75,000 fans

Young migrants accompanied Bayern Mu-
nich players onto the pitch and took center 
stage to the applause of 75,000 fans before 
a Bundesliga game on Saturday. The players 
each held hands with a German child on 
one side and a migrant child on the other 
for what the club described as “a symbol 

for the integration of refugees.” Some of the 
kids waved shyly to the crowd, while others 
simply soaked it all in, the culmination of 
trips fraught with danger. The children, 
whose nationalities were not disclosed, were 
applauded by fans of Bayern and opponent 
Augsburg alike.

50-70
Moderate

Joseph Wilson, Alan Clendenning, 
Barcelona 

HUNDREDS of thou-
sands of separatist-

minded Catalans swarmed 
Barcelona on Friday, giving 
enthusiastic backing to inde-
pendence advocates who are 
hoping to elect a majority of 
secessionists in the regional 
parliamentary election this 
month.

The campaign for the Sept. 
27 ballot began on the same 
day as the Catalan National 
Day holiday, which separatis-
ts have used for years to rally 
hundreds of thousands to call 
for the creation of a new Eu-
ropean nation.

Barcelona police estimated 
that almost 1.4 million people 
participated but the Spanish 
Interior Ministry said the 
demonstration attracted be-
tween 520,000 and 550,000 
protesters.

The top candidate on a list 
representing a block of pro
-independence parties told 
reporters that separatists 
wanted to stage an indepen-
dence referendum soCatalo-
nia’s voters could directly ex-
press their sentiment.

But since the central govern-
ment in Madrid refused, “the 
only way we can know what 
the people want is to use the 
elections on the 27th,” said 
the candidate, Raul Romeva.

Pro-independence par-
ties need 68 seats in the 
135-member parliament to 
push forward their agenda. 
Polls show them on track to 
win a slim majority.

Independence backers say a 
win would give the lawmakers 
a mandate to start drafting a 
Catalan constitution and at-
tempt secession negotiations 
with the central government.

A unilateral declaration of 
independence for the highly 
industrialized northeastern 
region, which has a popula-
tion of 7.5 million and about 
18 percent of Spain’s econo-
mic output, could be made by 

Catalan separatists rally 
in Barcelona to secede 
from Spain 

the parliament by 2017, sepa-
ratists say.

“I am willing to go to the end 
of this process if we have the 
majority of seats in parlia-
ment,” said Artur Mas,  Ca-
talonia’s  regional leader. But 
Mas said independence aspi-
rations must be put on hold if 
backers fail to win a majority 
in the regional parliament.

The central government 
in Madrid has consistently 
insisted that independence 
for the region is unconstitu-
tional. Spanish officials have 
also said they won’t let citi-
zens who live in Catalonia be 
stripped of their Spanish citi-
zenship.

Deputy Prime Minister So-
raya Saenz de Santamaria 
told reporters Friday that a re-
gional parliamentary majori-
ty for separatists won’t help 
them pull the region away, 
because Spain’s autonomous 
regions don’t have the legal 
power to do so.

Polls have shown Catalans 
overwhelmingly support the 
right for a secession referen-
dum but are evenly divided 
over whether they actually 
want the region to be inde-
pendent. Polls show they are 
against it if it means a Cata-
lan state would be outside the 
28-nation European Union.

Protester Noelia Godoy, 25, 
a transportation company 
worker, said she would vote 
for a pro-independence party 
because she believes  Catalo-
nia  doesn’t get back what it 
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Side effects
Amidst a serious decline in gaming revenue, 

‘all’ Macau is waiting for the soon to be dis-
closed mid-term review of the casino industry. 
Understandably, given the cooling measures 
blowing in from the mainland, collateral dama-
ge has been piling up, making the outlook gloo-
mier by the day. This is a business (an industry, 
they call themselves) of a resilient kind; howe-
ver so resilient it has long defied each attempt 
to diversify from it…! We are talking about odd 
games, aren’t we?

And the odds are that from the grey zones of 
the industry bad news is rising as the plunge 
deepens to levels beneath the red line, also na-
med as the new normal. Slightly obsessed with 
the Macau underworld, the prestigious South 
China Morning Post informed us about a new 
trend in the insurance business: Casinos and 
hotels are buying insurance policies against the 
kidnapping of guests, that is to say gamblers in-
curring bad debts. Although kidnapping seems 
to be a technical exaggeration, since illegal 
detention or private confinement would better 
serve the description of this emerging threat. 
The reality is that in spite of the surge in the 
number of police, the Secretary for Security set 
to work around casinos. In the first semester of 
the year the number of illegal detentions or pri-
vate confinements increased more than 100%. 
Macau hopes dearly it won’t return to a cycle of 
bad debts/bad blood.

But the damage brought by the gambling 
slowdown has now spilled into the public bu-
dget. The government announced, through its 
Economy and Finance Secretary, Lionel Leong, 
a MOP 1,400 million haircut, roughly a 5% de-
crease in the procurement budget of each de-
partment. Well, almost every department!

Immediately after Secretary Leong’s annou-
ncement, his executive colleague, Alexis Tam 
from the Social Affairs and Culture portfolio, 
explained that the spending cuts would not be 
extended to Wealth, Education and Welfare…
precisely the areas on his watch. One would not 
be surprised to know that a social association 
evaluating the performance of the Chui Sai On 
team of secretaries gave top marks to Secre-
tary Tam and the worst spot to Secretary Leong. 
Not a big gap though, so no hard feelings! No-
netheless, a second spending cut may be in 
the pipeline.

Finally, to close this brief encounter with the 
shortening of the casinos chiffre d’affaires, we 
would like to recall’s CLSA Hong Kong gaming 
analyst Aaron Fischer main concern about the 
industry: “The Galaxy expansion hasn’t grown 
the market to the extent that we expected.”

Fresh ideas are now badly needed to address 
the “problem” of 20 thousand more new hotel 
rooms being built or already in the planning sta-
ge. Although an absurdity, one could bet visitors 
will arrive in waves to see that 391-meter foot- 
bridge now installed at the Istmo Roundabout. 
Walking in circles is suggestive of a spinning 
wheel. 

Anyway, the gaming industry long overcame 
its rude awakening… but it is comforting to 
know that the adjustment is ongoing to the new 
realities left behind by those carpet baggers 
selling holy water.

Note one: Regarding the immediate future of 
the MSAR´s casino industry, Desmond Lam, 
the author of “Chopsticks and Gambling,” pro-
bably got it right: everything will remain the 
same. However, it takes work to achieve that 
same same but different!

Note two: In the meantime, the true democrats 
surrounding Jason Chao – on his way to accu-
sing old democrats Ng Kwok Cheong and Au 
Kam San of becoming a split runway faction – 
are voicing their concerns about Personal Data 
Protection and on the upcoming extradition 
treaty between Macau and Hong Kong.

Rear Window
Severo Portela

USA A growing divide has 
emerged in the Republican 
Party’s unruly presidential 
contest, as the race 
bid farewell to a once-
powerful contender. On 
one side stands billionaire 
businessman Donald 
Trump and his allies, on 
the other are those who 
oppose him. A day after 
Rick Perry, Texas’ longest-
serving governor, ended 
his second Republican 
presidential run with a 
whimper, Trump marked 
the shake-up by embracing 
his role as his party’s 2016 
bully on Saturday.

USA An explosive wildfire 
raced across several rural 
communities in Northern 
California, charring more 
than 155 square kilometers 
over a matter of hours, 
chasing thousands of 
people from their homes and 
sending four firefighters to 
the hospital with second-
degree burns.

THAILAND  The good news 
for the Chinese visitor to 
Bangkok was that a doctor 
had successfully removed 
a foreign object from her 
large intestine that could 
have damaged her digestive 
system. The bad news: 
It was a 10 million baht 
(USD278,000) diamond the 
woman was accused of 
stealing from a jewelry fair, 
adding a piece of rock-hard 
evidence to the case against 
her.

UK A veteran anti-war 
campaigner known for his 
unapologetically socialist 
views has won a landslide 
victory to lead Britain’s 
opposition Labour Party — 
an outcome that delighted 
supporters and dismayed 
others who never imagined 
he could be elected. The 
overwhelming support for 
far-left lawmaker Jeremy 
Corbyn, 66, was one of the 
biggest shake-ups in British 
politics in decades.

YEMEN’s internationally 
recognized president will not 
participate in U.N.-brokered 
talks later this week with 
Shiite rebels who control 
the capital and much of the 
country’s north, his office 
said yesterday.

pays in taxes.
“(We) have our own lan-

guage, a culture, customs. 
We share many things (with 
Spain), but there are other 
very different things. We feel 
like a nation and that’s why 
we want to be independent,” 
Godoy said.

Carme Sanchez, a 54-year
-old warehouse worker, arri-
ved in Barcelona with a pro
-independence flag from the 
town of Torello.

She used to be against in-
dependence but changed her 
mind after the central gover-
nment would not allow Cata-
lans to hold a secession refe-
rendum like the one last year 
in Scotland, when Scottish 
voters rejected breaking away 
from the United Kingdom

“I thought that all of us, 
Spain and  Catalonia, could 
live freely together,” she said. 
“But ... the party that now go-
verns us has made me turn 
pro-independence because 
even though the Catalan peo-
ple want to vote on indepen-
dence, they are always saying 
no.”

Catalans who favor main-
taining centuries-old ties with 
the rest of Spain have yet to 
hold any significant pro-u-
nion rallies. Some complain 
that the Catalan National Day 
has morphed from a patriotic 
celebration like July 4th in the 
United States into an annual 
political rally for separatists.

Isabel Coixet, a film direc-
tor from Barcelona, wrote in 
Spain’s leading El Pais news-
paper Friday that she counted 
herself among Catalans who 
don’t want independence 
and are secure in their double 
identity of being both Catalan 
and Spanish.

“We are those Catalans who 
are extremely bored by in-
dependence and everything 
it means,” said Coixet. “The 
idea of Spain doesn’t repulse 
us, but it doesn’t enthrall us 
either.” AP
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A man applauds with a pro-independence Catalan flag known as the 
Estelada flag tied to his neck during an electoral rally for the Catalan 
regional elections in Barcelona, Spain

People wave “Estelada” flags, that symbolize Catalonia’s independence, 
during a demonstration calling for Catalan independence
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