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PAKISTAN-CHINA
Pakistan’s military says
Chinese and Pakistani
troops have conducted

a joint field exercise to
improve their ability to
combat terrorism. In a
statement released to

the media yesterday, the
military said the seven-
week long exercise was
held in the district of
Attock in the eastern
province of Punjab. It said
Pakistani army chief Gen.
Raheel Sharif and senior
Chinese army officer Gen.
Li Fayi witnessed the
concluding session of the
exercise.

JAPAN-VIETNAM Japan
said yesterday it will
give Vietnam used boats
and other equipment

to improve its maritime
security capabilities as
China asserts its territorial
claims in regional seas.
Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe announced
the grant worth 200 million
yen (USD1.7 million)

after holding talks with Revamp Option prOV e S C O Stly, gOV b/ _t

Vietnamese Communist
Party chief Nguyen Phu

Trong in Tokyo. asks for StrUCtural assessment a P3 INSIDE HOTEL ESTORIL
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Catarina Pinto

HE Secretary for Social

Affairs and Culture, Ale-
xis Tam, has revealed the
Cultural Affairs Bureau’s
(IC) plans to revamp Tap
Seac’s ‘Glass House,” due to
the building’s poor construc-
tion quality.

Mr Tam acknowledged that
the structural integrity of the
building “was not good,” and
admitted that its continued
vacancy is a shame.

Speaking on the sidelines of a
Youth Affairs Committee mee-
ting held yesterday at the Edu-
cation and Youth Affairs Bu-
reau (DSEJ), Mr Tam recalled
that the ‘Glass House’ has ex-
perienced several construction
problems, including rainwater
leakages.

“The IC is now requesting the
building’s renovation. [The bui-
Iding] will undergo renovation
work which may take about a
year,” he added.

The ‘Glass House,” designed
by local architect Carlos Mar-
reiros, has been almost vacant
and inactive since 2007, when
its construction was completed.

Mr Tam was asked to elabo-
rate on the government’s plans
for the revamp of the Hotel Es-
toril. He recalled that the admi-
nistration is hoping to develop
the Tap Seac area into a recrea-
tional zone for Macau’s youth.

Mr Tam hinted that the go-

CE highlights room for

Tap Seac "Glass House’
to undergo repair works

The Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture, Alexis Tam

vernment isn’t neglecting the
needs of elderly citizens, but
is simply prioritizing youth in
this particular project, as many

schools are located in the Tap
Seac area.

The majority of Youth Affairs
Committee members are in fa-

ARTS

vor of Hotel Estoril’s demoli-
tion, said Loi Man Keong from
the Collective Wisdom Policy
Center. Mr Loi, a committee

member at the Center, said that
most of his colleagues believe
that a new building should be
constructed, but opinions dif-
fer when it comes to whether or
not to preserve the mural.
Another committee member,
Wong Kuok Wai from the Gene-
ral Union of the Neighborhood
Associations of Macau, revea-
led that preliminary survey re-
sults showed that 40 percent of
respondents support the plans

# The ‘Glass
House’
construction
was concluded

in 2007

to demolish the building.

The union launched a survey
last month, gathering a total of
2,500 valid opinions from Ma-
cau residents.

Secretary Tam attended a
Youth Affairs Committee mee-
ting yesterday, where members
discussed Macau’s current you-
th policy.

DSEJ’s Youth Department
chief, Un Hoi Cheng, recalled
at a press conference that an in-
terdepartmental task group has
been established to effectively
implement policies for youth
development.

‘Julio Pomar and Friends’

improvement in building
restoration

HE Chief Executive

has acknowledged
that there is room for im-
provement in building re-
novation works. In his on-
line column “Words from
the Chief Executive,” Chui
Sai On said that the gover-
nment would be stepping
up its efforts to speed up
revamp works, aiming to
learn from other regions’
experiences and experts’
opinions.

Preserving Macau’s cul-
tural heritage is one of the
government’s responsibi-
lities and missions, Chui
Sai On stressed. The CE
said that the government
would step up efforts to

promote the value of cul-
tural heritage preserva-
tion to different genera-
tions.

Mr Chui said he was
pleased to learn that citi-
zens are expressing more
enthusiasm toward he-
ritage conservation than
when Macau’s historic
center was listed as a
UNESCO World Heritage
site ten years ago.

Since then, the local go-
vernment has made an
effort to better protect
cultural heritage, and per-
fect the Cultural Heritage
Protection Law.

Mr Chui reviewed the
UNESCO World Herita-

ge application, which was
submitted while he was
serving as the Secretary
for Social Affairs and Cul-
ture, and recalled that the
successful inscription of
Macau’s historic center
in UNESCO’s list would
not have been possible
without the support from
the central government,
as well as from the main-
land and input from over-
seas experts.

“Words from the Chief
Executive” is a new online
platform through which
Macau’s leader shares his
thoughts on society, the
economy and livelihood
matters.

at Tap Seac Gallery

HE Cultural Affairs Bureau

(IC) and Albergue SCM (ASCM)
have jointly organized two exhi-
bitions, showcasing works by the
renowned Portuguese master Jilio
Pomar. The official inauguration
ceremony for one of the two exhi-
bitions took place yesterday at the
Tap Seac Gallery.

The ceremony was attended by the
IC president, Ung Vai Meng, and the
deputy director of the Liaison Offi-
ce in the MSAR, Zhang Xiaoguang,
among others.

The exhibition at the Tap Seac
Gallery showcases different phases
of Pomar’s artistic career with a total
of thirty-one works by the artist and
his contemporaries on display, inclu-
ding famous oil paintings and prints.
The exhibition is intended to help the
audience better understand Pomar’s
work and life, as well as to apprecia-

RENATO MARQUES

te his artistic world, feelings, and the
unique vision behind each piece. This
exhibition will be open to the public
until October 29.

The second exhibition related to the
Portuguese painter’s works will be
inaugurated on September 18 (Friday)
at 6.30 p.m. at the Albergue SCM. RM
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HOTEL ESTORIL

José Tavs (left) and Costa Antunes (right speak to journalists on the hotel’s rooftop

Revamp option proves costly, gov’t
asks for structural assessment

Paulo Barbosa

O revamp the Hotel
Estoril would be far
costlier than to build a
new facility from scra-
tch, structural engineer Costa
Antunes said yesterday during
a visit to the decrepit hotel and
its adjacent swimming pool,
which is still-operational.

“I have no doubt that it would
be more expensive to revamp
the building. Its structure wou-
1d need to be strengthened and
some parts replaced. It would
take much more time to com-
plete and I don’t know if the
investment would be worth it.
Secondly, if we want to build
standard places to host musi-
cal events, the ceiling heights
in this building are very limita-
tive, and multiple technical ex-
perts should assess whether it’s
worth keeping [the building] or
not.”

With some sectors of local
society showing opposition to
the government’s plans to de-
molish the hotel, located near
Tap Seac Square, in order to
transform the space into a you-
th center for arts education, the
Secretariat for Social Affairs

and Culture organized a press
visit to the site.

Concerning the structure,
Costa Antunes noted that the
older part of the building is
“close to ruins” and an assess-
ment of the edifice’s resistance
has been requested from the
Civil Engineering Laboratory

dd
If we want to
build standard
places to host
musical events,
the ceiling
heights of this
building are
very limitative
COSTA ANTUNES

(LECM). “The building is not at
risk of collapsing because it is
empty. But if we start to use it
more, things need to be asses-
sed,” Mr Antunes, who is also
the coordinator of the Macau

Grand Prix Committee, added.

The media excursion star-
ted with a visit to the closest
section to the Tap Seac Multi-
sports Pavilion, which was built
more recently. The dance floor
and bar of a club that operated
there until the 9os are still vi-
sible. Adjacent to the former
club, but accessible through an
exterior door, there is a former
sauna, consisting of a maze-like
set of corridors and many small
rooms, all of them equipped
with bathtubs. In its heyday,
this was one the biggest saunas
in Macau, perhaps in Asia. Now
it is no more than a ruin.

The visit proceeded with a
glimpse of the core of the bui-
Iding, or its oldest part, where
the hotel’s operations and main
entrance were located. With a
wall covered with mirrors in the
lobby, and plaques with num-
bers providing directions to the
guest rooms, one can clearly see
that the place was once a hotel,
although its interiors are remi-
niscent of a war zone. On the
upper floor there used to be a
club named “Diane,” where a
rugged picture of the deceased
Princess of Wales still adorns
the main wall.

The visit also included the ad-
jacent Estoril Swimming Pool,
over which many rooms of the
hotel have a view. The presi-
dent of the Sports Development
Board (ID), José Tavares, hi-
ghlighted that the pool has been
operating for over 60 years and
is entering a phase of “some de-
gradation.”

Therefore he feels that this
is a good opportunity to bui-
1d a new pool with technology
to remain open all year long.
The facility would be equipped
with a removable rooftop. The
Olympic-sized swimming pool
wouldn’t need to be so deep
(the current pool reaches 3
meters depth) since the diving
board has long since been re-
moved. The slight displace-
ment of the pool would provi-
de space for a multiuse pavi-
lion, which could be used for
cultural or sporting activities,
as well as for car parking, Mr
Tavares said.

“We intend to have an indoor
swimming pool that can work
all year long, a high-quality fa-
cility with heated water and ea-
sily accessible by handicapped
people. This is located in a lu-
xury neighborhood, there is no

space like this [in Macau] to
develop infrastructure devoted
to sports and culture. So, for
us, it is very important to go
on with the [Hotel Estoril] re-
vamp,” José Tavares said. “The
current pool has reached its
maturity and fulfilled its his-
torical mission. We now have
an Olympic swimming pool
in Taipa, so it is not needed
anymore. We have other pools
suited for competitions, so we
should think of a new phase,”
he added. The ID president
concluded by saying that “it
doesn’t make sense to keep a
pool that has been running for
more than 60 years, the pumps
and water filter systems are
degraded and do not match the
current needs.”

The president of the Cultural
Affairs Bureau, Ung Vai Meng,
also attended the initial phase
of the visit, giving an historical
overview of the site.

The government intends to
grant designing of the building
that will replace the Hotel Esto-
ril to Siza Vieira. The renowned
Portuguese architect is expec-
ted to visit Macau soon to offer
insights into the former hotel’s
revitalization.
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Gaming and hospitality
stafl show improvements

Aries Un

RONTLINE em-

ployees in the ga-
ming and hospitality
sectors delivered the
highest quality service
to their guests in the se-
cond quarter of the year
than they have since the
beginning of 2014, ac-
cording to gaming servi-
ce index (GSI) research
jointly conducted by the
Macau Gaming Resear-
ch Association and SGS
Hong Kong.

Despite the economic
woes that Macau has fa-
ced since early last year,
the survey — which dis-
patched mystery sho-
ppers to 11 major casi-
no resorts owned by six
companies — suggested
that the assessed staff
appeared very smiley,
proactive and patient
when dealing with pa-
trons, at least far more
than they were one year
ago.

AR more road users are re-
corded to have their eyes on

The indices of smiling,
pro-activeness and tole-
rance, according to the
two researchers, were
identified as the most
significant factors to de-
termine one’s service
performance. These fin-
dings came after their ef-
forts in 2013 to seek con-
sensus from the industry
representatives, acade-
mics and tourists to lay
down a benchmark.

Nonetheless, the
groups’ findings drew
concerns from the autho-
rities of the assessed re-
sorts during yesterday’s
finding debriefing. Their
representatives argued
that the 2013 standards
were most likely still
referential to all of the
gaming operators, who
each have their own va-
riety of standards and ru-
les when it comes to gau-
ging staff performance.

“We do have concrete
standards to measure
[performance.] Since di-

AP PHOTO

fferent brands or opera-
tors have their own stan-
dards, we can only count
on one rule to fit all,” said
SGS research manager
Lee Kim Cheung, who
presented the outcomes
of the report to the repre-
sentatives.

Sands China was the
only casino absent from
the discussion, which
was attended by repre-

sentatives from the other
five gaming operators.

Wynn representatives
went on to challenge
whether the deployed
customers carried out
their assessment based
on quantifiable factors,
instead of simply resor-
ting to their personal
perception, which they
deemed as subjective.

“In the future, I think

it’s possible to provide
training to the mystery
shoppers to see if they
can provide some quan-
tifiable figures regarding
how long they wait for
services,” said Dr. LC
Koo, assistant director of
the association.

About 80 percent of
the anonymous person-
nel hired to assist with
the research last year
have remained to con-
tribute to this year’s re-
search. All of them, in-
cluding the new recrui-
ts, were under strict su-
pervision and received
professional training in
advance, stressed the
researchers.

The body of such a re-
search project would
likely be tweaked if it
were to run again in the
near future, as the ga-
ming operators execu-
tives suggested amend-
ments to the sample si-
zes. It has also been said
that the gaming company
authorities could “impro-
ve their customer service
using GSI as their ben-
chmark.”

The research shows
that all of the variable
determinants over the
previous year have dis-
played an upward trend,
suggesting a tendency for
the overall service to con-

their mobile phones whilst dri-
ving in the first seven months of
this year, in comparison to the
equivalent period last year, the
Public Security Police Force’s
latest data highlights.

For private car drivers, the
total of 2,238 cases recorded
in that period is roughly 13 ti-
mes higher than the number
the region saw last year. Such
a number alone is even seven-
fold all the offenders caught
throughout the whole of last
year.

AD

Only 188 offenses have been
recorded when it comes to mo-
torcyclists, yet the number has

still increased by 2.8 times year-
on-year and the entire number
has gone up 1.9 times for the
whole year.

The figures released also su-
ggest that drivers in the first
half of the year are more likely
to forget to fasten their seatbel-
ts than compared to the same
period last year, given that the
number of cases climbed 7.5
times. Similarly, the number
of scooters caught carrying mi-

nors aged below six has risen
almost fivefold.

The total amount of traffic ac-
cidents in the first seven mon-
ths totaled 9,045, suggesting a
year-on-year increment of 1.33
percent. Last year’s eight fatal
collisions were among the acci-
dents.

Jaywalking offences conti-
nued to have dwindled by arou-
nd 75 percent to merely 355 in-
cidences.

tinue improving.
Compared to the base
index of 100 in 2013, the
pro-activeness index re-
vealed the most notewor-
thy transition, as its value
slid to a record low of 82
in this year’s first quarter
before soaring to 144 in
the following quarter.
Specifically, the staff
responsible for security
outperformed the rest of
their fellow colleagues
while the performance
of croupiers, who domi-
nated the sample size,
remained much below
the general par despi-
te a quarter-on-quarter
growth in performance.
Comments from the
mystery guests on the air
quality inside the pro-
perties suggested that it
was a “generous good” in
the first half of the year.
More than 60 percent of
the bathrooms were ra-
ted as having a “satisfac-
tory environment” since
the second half of 2014.
Their comments also in-
cluded the length of wait
for a shuttle bus. Guests
generally spent 4.7 mi-
nutes waiting for one to
arrive in the first quar-
ter of the year, while the
following quarter saw the
duration bounce back to
9.2 minutes, similar to
the data from last year.

More drivers reported using cellphones while driving
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ASINO operator

Sands China Ltd. has

appointed a former

member of the Na-
tional People’s Congress of
the PRC, Wilfred Wong, as
the company’s new president
and Chief Operating Officer
(CO0).

Mr Wong, whose appoint-
ment will be effective as of
November 1, will be replacing
Rob Goldstein, according to a
Sands China Ltd. press relea-
se issued yesterday.

Mr Goldstein has been ser-
ving as Sands China’s interim
president since earlier this
year. He is also the president
and COO of Las Vegas Sands.

The gaming operator stres-
sed that Mr Wong will be
joining the company after
serving in a variety of senior
business roles, including as
the chairman and CEO of the
Hong Kong listed Hsin Chong
Construction Group Ltd.

Mr Wong has also held top
management positions in a
number of other Hong Kong
listed companies in the pro-
perty development and cons-
truction business sectors, in-
cluding K. Wah International
Holdings Limited, Henderson
China Holdings Limited and
the Shui On Group.

The company also highligh-
ted Mr Wong’s public sector
career, as he has served in a
variety of positions within the
Hong Kong government, and
in many posts appointed by
the central government. He
was elected a member of the
National People’s Congress of
the People’s Republic of Chi-
na for 15 years from 1997 to
2012.

Mr Wong has also served as
a member of the Hong Kong
Basic Law Consultative Com-
mittee; as well as a member
of the Preliminary Working
Committee and subsequently
the Preparatory Committee
for the establishment of the
Hong Kong SAR.

“Wilfred has a unique com-
bination of private and pu-
blic sector experience we
think will be invaluable to the

WILFRED WONG

Former NPC member
appointed president
and COO of Sands China

Wilfred Wong

company at this point in our
history. We’ve been a part
of the Macau community for
more than a decade and our
needs, along with our res-
ponsibilities to the people of
Macau, have changed drama-
tically since we opened the
Sands Macao in 2004,” said
Sheldon Adelson, chairman
of both Sands China Ltd and
Las Vegas Sands.

He added that, “as president

of Sands China, Wilfred will
be able to put his experien-
ce to work helping us chart
a path for our next decade of
success in Macau.”

Mr Goldstein recalled that,
“we reached outside the ga-
ming industry to find an exe-
cutive whois highly educated,
distinguished, and ethical.”
According to Sands China’s
interim president, “Wilfred’s
successful career in business

and public service is going to
provide the company with a
different set of perspectives,
insights and approaches that
will be valuable to Sands Chi-
na in the future.”

Sheldon Adelson took over
as the CEO of Sands China
earlier this year after former
Macau CEO Edward Tracy re-
tired. Mr Sheldon said in May
that the company would like
to hire a Chinese executive

for their Macau operations,
hopefully one who has dealt
with officials in Beijing.

“I suspect that having an
influential Chinese person at
the helm of the ship would be

| suspect
that having
an influential
Chinese person
at the helm of
the ship would
be a distinct
positive as
it relates to
concession
renewal

GRANT GOVERTSEN

a distinct positive as it relates
to concession renewal, not to
mention any other approvals
along the way,” stated Union
Gaming Group analyst Grant
Govertsen, as quoted by
Bloomberg.

Sands China is planning to
open its USD2.7 billion Pari-
sian Macao project in 2016,
as the city’s casino operators
hope to draw more mainland
Chinese tourists to help of-
fset the drop in VIP gam-
blers. CP

Dore Group contributed 4 pct of Wynn Macau EBITDA

REDIT Suisse is-

“Even if we conservati-

been the victim of in-

continues to operate at

sued a note on Mon-
day revealing that Dore
Entertainment Group
Ltd contributed appro-
ximately 4 percent of
casino resort Wynn
Macau’s annual ear-
nings before interest,
taxation, depreciation
and amortization (EBI-
TDA).
Last week, Wynn Ma-
cau led declines in
Macau gaming stocks
following an analyst’s
report that alleged a
junket group operating

BLOOMBERG

C‘EplT;SUlgg‘\‘;

A tram is reflected in the window of an entrance to a branch
of Credit Suisse AG in Zurich, Switzerland

out of the company’s

have lost as much as

HKDz2 billion from em-
casino in the city may bezzlement, Bloomberg
reported.

vely assume the [Dore]
business dropped by
half, its annualized
EBITDA impact would
be HKD120 million, or
two percent of our ex-
pected HKDs5.2 billion
EBITDA for Wynn Ma-
cau in 2015,” said Credit
Suisse analysts Kenneth
Fong and Isis Wong, as
quoted by news website
GGR Asia.

Junket operator Dore,
which acts as a middle-
man for high rollers, has
confirmed that it has

ternal fraud by a former
employee.

Bloomberg reported
that the alleged theft
could crimp liquidity
among junkets while tri-
ggering closures of ex-
clusive gambling rooms

operated by junket
groups.

Wynn Macau filed a
voluntary  announce-

ment with the Hong
Kong Stock Exchan-
ge on Monday, stating
that, “Dore owes no mo-
ney to the Company and

Wynn Macau.” They as-
sured that “Dore is an
independent, registered
and licensed company
operating a gaming
promoter business at
Wynn Macau (...) the
company hopes that all
parties will be able to
resolve their differen-
ces in the near future.
The company will con-
tinue to monitor the si-
tuation.” The statement
was issued by Wynn
Macau’s chairman Ste-
phen Wynn.
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Asia stocks mostly lower,

BOJ policy unchanged
ahead of Fed

Elaine Kurtenbach, Business Writer, Tokyo

SIAN stock markets were
ostly lower yesterday after
Japan kept its monetary policy un-
changed ahead of a much anticipa-
ted U.S. Federal Reserve decision
later this week on whether to raise
interest rates.

KEEPING SCORE: Japan’s
Nikkei 225 rose 0.4 percent to
18,045.76 and South Korea’s Kospi
edged 0.1 percent higher to 1,933.19.
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng fell 0.5 per-
cent to 21,467.58. Australia’s S&P/
ASX 200 lost 1.4 percent to 5,024.00
after the country’s prime minister
was ousted in an internal party re-
volt. China’s Shanghai Composite
Index fell 2.5 percent to 3,036.57.
Shares were also lower in Singapo-
re, Taiwan and Indonesia, but rose
in New Zealand.

BANK OF JAPAN: Japan’s cen-
tral bank issued a statement saying
it had not changed its policy calling

for 80 trillion yen (USD666 billion)
in annual asset purchases by the
central bank, to help spur inflation
and stimulate growth. A small mi-
nority of experts had speculated the
BOJ could spring a surprise increase
in its asset purchases to combat re-
cent recurring signs the recovery is
faltering.

FEDERAL RESERVE: Trading
has been light as investors looked
ahead to a much-anticipated Fede-
ral Open Market Committee mee-
ting later this week. Opinions are
split over whether the Fed will raise
its benchmark interest rate at the
end of its two-day meeting tomor-
row, given China’s slower economy
and recent turbulence in financial
markets.

ANALYST’S VIEW: “The hi-
ghly-anticipated FOMC meeting
continues to dominate market sen-
timents this week, although inves-
tors will monitor other events, in-
cluding several central bank events

and the Chinese markets,” Bernard
Aw, a market strategist at IG, said in
a commentary.

WALL STREET: Major U.S. in-
dexes opened higher Monday (local
time) and then sank slowly through
the rest of the day. The Standard &
Poor’s 500 index lost 8.02 points, or
0.4 percent, to close at 1,953.03 and
the Dow Jones industrial average
gave up 62.13 points, or 0.4 percent,
t0 16,370.96.

ENERGY: U.S. crude fell gai-
ned 20 cents to $44.20 a barrel
in electronic trading on the New
York Mercantile Exchange. It lost
63 cents to close at $44 a barrel
on Monday. Brent Crude, a ben-
chmark for international oils, fell
3 cents to $48.22. It lost $1.77 on
Monday to close at $46.37 a barrel
in London.

CURRENCIES: The dollar fell
to 120.07 yen from 120.30 yen late
Monday. The euro strengthened to
$1.1327 from $1.1309. AP
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BMW CEO collapses during
presentation at auto show

BMW CEO
Harald Krueger
collapsed
yesterday

l during a news
conference at
the Frankfurt
auto show and
was helped off
stage by staff. His
condition was not serious, the company said later. Krueger
stumbled backward and fell on his back during the first five
minutes of the presentation of the German auto house’s
new lineup. Staff rushed to help Krueger back on his feet,
and he rubbed the back of his head, looking stunned as he
was lifted up and led off stage by staff. BMW spokesman
Maximilian Schoeberl said that 49-year-old Krueger

had been recently traveling a lot, and was not feeling

well ahead of the presentation but decided to go ahead
with it. Schoeberl said Krueger, who took over as BMW’s
CEO earlier this year, was seen by a doctor following the
incident, who recommended that he cancel his other
appointments for the day and rest at home. “His condition
is not worrisome, they’ve ruled out anything serious,”
Schoeberl said. A round table Krueger was to hold with
journalists was instead conducted by the company’s CFO.

Toyota launches
hydrogen-fueled sedan
Toyota is taking
the next step

| inits quest for
carbon-free
travel with the
launch of the
Mirai hydrogen-
fueled sedan.
The Japanese
brand that
pioneered the hybrid gas-electric powertrain sees hydrogen
cars as the end-game, following plug-in hybrids and full-
electric vehicles. The region’s new CEO, Johan van Zyl,
told reporters on the sidelines of the Frankfurt auto show
on Monday that “It’s not a question of if, it’s a question of
when,” hydrogen technology will go mainstream. Toyota
Europe expects sales of between 50 and 100 Mirai’s this
year and next, with 47 ordered to date. It is being sold only
in Britain, Germany, Denmark and Belgium, where Toyota
is working on getting in hydrogen pumping stations with
local partners. Toyota Europe sales chief Karl Schlicht

said that current customers include governments and
companies looking to reduce their carbon emissions.

He expects the technology to be affordable for average
consumers by 2025. Toyota Europe last year sold 880,000
cars, up 3 percent from a year earlier. Twenty percent of
those were hybrids. Schlicht forecasts sales will be down 1-2
percent this year due to the economic slowdown in Russia.

“INSPIRE HOPE” FOR UNICEF AT
SHERATON FUNDRAISING EVENT

For 19 years UNICEF (Uni-
ted Nations Children’s Fund)
and Starwood Hotels and
Resorts have been working
together to raise funds for
the world’s most vulnerable
children. In that time, almost
USD10m has been raised.

In line with Starwood’s
2015 commitment to impro-
ving schools and educatio-
nal facilities in the poorer
areas of the Asia Pacific,
Sheraton Macao Hotel, Co-
tai Central will bring together
hotel associates and local
schools for a two day event
this Saturday and Sunday at
the Sala Pool located on Le-
vel 4 of the hotel.

The carnival-like event, na-
med “Inspire Hope”, will take
place between 2pm and 8pm
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and will comprise of a series
of game booths and activi-
ties, including the Junior Ho-
telier program alongside art
and craft activities, a story
telling corner, face painting
and a range of F&B offerin-
gs.

In support of this initiative,
DreamWorks will also be
sending some of their most
popular Kung Fu Panda su-
perstars, Po and Tigress to
meet and mingle with all at
the event. Funds will also be
raised through the sale of
souvenirs and memorabilia
including T-shirts, toys and
festive hampers. One of the
event’s highlights will be a
Silent Auction, where from
as little as MOP 50, gues-
ts can put in a bid for Two
Nights’ Accommodation at
Sheraton Shanghai Jiading
with Breakfast for two.

SHORTLISTED NOMINEES ANNOUNCED FOR
HOTELIER AWARDS CHINA 2015

= £
Applications were received
from more than 40 brands and
close to 100 properties for the
2015 edition of The Hotelier
Awards China. The five judges
gathered recently at Four Sea-
sons Hotel Pudong, in Shan-
ghai to begin the selection
process, where they narrowed

down the candidates to leave
just 6 nominees for each of the
17 different categories.

Alison Gilmore - Senior Exhi-
bition Director - International

Luxury Travel Market (ILTM),
Worldwide commented: “It is
so fantastic to see so many
talented individuals working in

the hospitality industry across
China. These hoteliers are
truly passionate about their
jobs and after reviewing the
applications it is clear that they
deserve this recognition. It is
important for us to honor these
individuals for their dedication
and continued commitment to
providing guests with outstan-
ding experiences.”

Among the candidates in the
category for GM of the Year
was Bede Barry - General Ma-
nager - Conrad and Holiday
Inn Hotels, Cotai Strip Macao,
while two other Macau can-
didates, Ines Leung - Senior
Manager — Teleservices - Ga-
laxy Hotel, Galaxy Macau and
Suzanne Chan Chi San - As-
sistant Manager, Service Qua-
lity - Hard Rock Hotel Macau
at City of Dreams Macau, were
among local nominees for the
Unsung Hero category.
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Haitong Securities plans
to expand in Europe from

Lisbon base

E Chinese group Haitong
Securities plans to make Lis-
bon the European base of Haitong
Bank, the new name given to the
newly acquired BESI. Moreover
it’s looking to expand in the Eu-
ropean market, both organically
and through more acquisitions,
according to the Financial Times.
The deed of purchase of Banco
Espirito Santo de Investimento
(BESI) by the Chinese group was
signed last week, after approval
of various regulators, including
Portuguese, European and Bra-
zilian, ending a process that be-
gan in December 2014, which in-
volved investment of 379 million
euros.

Hiroki Miyazato, Deputy Exe-
cutive Chairman of the Haitong
Securities Group, told the FT that
after completion of the BESI ac-
quisition the investment bank is
now strengthening its staff ag-
gressively, planning double staff
in the next three years, from 800
to over 1,600 people.

The recent volatility in the Chi-
nese markets, Miyazato told the
Financial Times, will not chan-
ge expansion plans and actually
makes it possible to forecast in-

creased demand for investment
banking services.

“I see this short-term market
trend to have an impact on the
long-term trend towards interna-
tionalization of Chinese enterpri-
ses,” the deputy executive chair-
man of Haitong said.

In Haitong Securities “sights” is
the acquisition of a European as-
set holding company and a US in-
vestment firm to add to the BESI
structure, the biggest and most
internationalized Portuguese in-
vestment bank, now renamed
Haitong Bank.

“We want to increase our UK
presence, one of the world’s ma-
jor markets,” Miyazato said.

In recent weeks, Haitong Bank
made 20 new hires for its Lon-
don office, which has about 100
people.

In addition to the acquisition of
an asset manager to strengthen
the supply of such services, Hai-
tong Bank intends to become a
leading provider of off-shore ser-
vices in yuan, from London.

Other areas to expand, accor-
ding to the deputy chairman of
Haitong, are analysis and mergers
and acquisitions. MDT/Macauhub

ANGOLA

Cotton production re-launched
with South Korea support

E revival of cotton pro-
duction in two locations in
the city of Sumbe, the capital of
Angola’s Kwanza Sul province,
will begin in January 2016, ac-
cording to technicians from the
Ministry of Agriculture asses-
sing the progress of the project.

The project comprises 2,824
hectares and it began with land
clearing, conducted between
November 2012 and March
2013, and required an invest-
ment of USD30.737 million, of
which USD15.981 million were
granted by the South Korean
government in the form of a
loan. The remaining USD14.756
million was provided by the An-
golan State Budget.

The project to re-launch cot-
ton production began between
August 2006 and December
2009 and the second phase was
between January 2011 and July
2014. Last Thursday, accor-
ding to Angolan news agency
Angop, Ministry of Agriculture
technicians spoke with project
manager, Abel Bala Kinzeca,
who said infrastructure work
would be completed in Decem-
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Unprocessed cotton

ber and that planting of cotton
and other crops would begin in
January.

At the end of the visit, the pro-
vincial director of Agriculture,

Isaiah Nawela, said the revival of
cotton production was of benefit
to communities and boosted the
trade balance of the province
and the country. MDT/Macauhub
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NIVERSAL Studios has
signed a deal with a Chi-

nese state-owned consortium
to build a Hollywood theme
park in Beijing to open in
2019, state media reported

yesterday.

A signing ceremony for the

joint venture took place Sun-

day at the New York head-
quarters of Comcast NBCUni-
versal, which owns Universal

Studios Hollywood.

Universal Parks & Resorts,
a Comcast unit, is partnering
with Beijing Shouhuan Cul-
tural Tourism Investment Co.
Ltd., a consortium of four sta-
te-owned companies, to invest

in and operate the project.

China’s Cabinet and natio-
nal economic planning agency
approved the theme park pro-
ject — 13 years in the making

— in September last year.

It will be Universal’s third
theme park in Asia, after Sin-
Japan.
The park, an entertainment
complex and the first-ever
Universal-branded hotel will

gapore and Osaka,
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occupy a 120-hectare site in

Tongzhou district in Beijing’s
east. A second phase would
involve another theme park, a

open Beijing

water park and a further five
resort hotels, according to sta-
te media. Universal has said ment in the project is reporte-

Gov’t names veteran diplomat
to lead global crime team

HINA named a veteran

diplomat to lead its glo-
bal hunt for fugitive former
officials, people with knowle-
dge of the matter said, part of
the Communist Party’s effort
to improve cooperation with
overseas law enforcement
authorities in corruption ca-
ses.

Former Assistant Foreign
Minister Liu Jianchao has
been installed as director ge-
neral for international coo-
peration at the Communist
Party’s Central Commission
for Discipline Inspection,
said the people, who asked
not to be named because the
move hasn’t been publicly
announced. The division of
the anti-graft agency over-
sees Sky Net, President Xi
Jinping’s initiative to repa-
triate corruption suspects.

The appointment of the
English-speaking, Oxford-e-
ducated Liu comes as China
seeks greater international
help in its efforts to track
down fugitive officials as
part of Xi’s graft crackdown.
The country lacks formal
extradition pacts with many
destinations popular among
ex-officials, with 40 of the
100 “most wanted” fugitives
announced by authorities in
April believed to be residing
in the U.S.

“The appointment is a sig-
nal that shows China will
enhance its international
cooperation during the next

XINHUA

m

Liu Jianchao

stage of the anti-corruption
campaign,” said Ma Chen-
gyuan, a professor of inter-
national law at the China
University of Political Scien-
ce and Law. “As an official
who built his career at the
foreign ministry, Liu must
have a better understanding
of the rules of the internatio-
nal game.”

Xi is expected to seek pro-
gress on the issue of Chinese
fugitives with U.S. President
Barack Obama during his
state visit to the U.S. later
this month.

Liu was previously the chief
press officer for the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and served
stints as ambassador to In-
donesia and the Philippines.

His name was removed
Monday from a list of se-
nior officials on the minis-
try’s website. Yesterday, the
State Council announced

his appointment as deputy
chief of the National Bureau
of Corruption Prevention, a
government job that corres-
ponds to the post at the party
-run anti-graft agency.

The Central Commission
for Discipline Inspection’s
press office didn’t immedia-
tely respond to three calls
seeking comment.

Liu’s predecessor in both
jobs, Fu Kui, was last month
put in charge of CCDI’s pro-
vincial branch in Hunan. In
an interview with Bloomberg
Businessweek in May, Fu
said U.S. officials have been
more helpful on fugitives
over the past two years but
international cooperation re-
mains a headache.

China’s international pur-
suit of corruption suspects
- earlier dubbed Fox Hunt -
resulted in the repatriation
of 680 former officials in the
second half of last year, the
official Xinhua News Agen-
cy said. The broader Sky Net
focuses on cracking down on
underground banks and con-
fiscating  misappropriated
assets, in addition to roun-
ding up fugitives.

Senior U.S. officials have
privately urged China to
provide more evidence on
priority cases. The U.S. will
require a high standard of
evidence for the indictment
of alleged fugitives, two U.S.
officials told Bloomberg in
May. Bloomberg

the resort will eventually en-
compass 400 hectares Invest-

Universal signs deal to
theme park

expansion of a subway line.

dly more than 50 billion yuan
(USDS8 billion), including the

As U.S. and European amu-
sement parks see flattening or
declining attendance, enter-
tainment companies are bet-
ting on China to drive expan-
sion.

The Walt Disney Co. is buil-
ding a $5.5 billion theme park
resort including hotels and a
theater in Shanghai, expected
to open in spring 2016.

In 2017, Dreamworks Ani-
mation SKG Inc. and Chinese
partners are expected to com-
plete a $2.4 billion entertain-
ment complex in Shanghai,
featuring bars, restaurants
and performance venues. It
will also showcase a “Dream
Avenue” theater district mo-
deled on London’s West End
and New York City’s Broa-
dway.

State media said a ceremony
to mark the signing of the joint
venture agreement between
Universal and Shouhuan was
attended by Brian L. Roberts,
chairman and CEO of Com-
cast Corp. and Shouhuan’s ge-
neral manager, Yu Xuezhong,
among others.

NBCUniversal didn’t imme-
diately respond to requests for
comment. AP

Citic securities chief probed for
insider trading, Xinhua says

Kyoungwha Kim
and Alfred Liu

ITIC Securities Co. President

Cheng Boming is being probed
by the police for insider trading,
the state-run Xinhua News Agency
reported yesterday.

A Citic spokeswoman said it has
no comment.

The investigation of Cheng comes
after Xinhua reported last month
that four executives at Citic, Chi-
na’s biggest brokerage, had admi-
tted to alleged insider trading. The
firm is part of Citic Group, the na-
tion’s first state-owned investment
corporation, which was set up in
1979 as part of paramount leader
Deng Xiaoping’s push to moderni-
ze the country.

After a USDj trillion stock rout,
Chinese officials have been hun-
ting for culprits, from so-called
“malicious” short sellers to a jour-
nalist from business magazine
Caijing whose report was alleged
to have caused market panic. The
government has also squeezed out
some of the leverage that fueled the
boom and intervened in the market
by purchasing shares.

“The rumor of this investigation
had already been on the streets
for some time,” said Castor Pang,
the head of research at Core-Paci-
fic Yamaichi Hong Kong, referring
to the Cheng probe. “The central
government may use this case to
accelerate its probe into insider
trading and tighten regulation fur-
ther.”

The Citic executives caught up
in the investigation include ma-
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EIdIy Chinese women walk near the
logo for Citic Securities in Beijing

naging directors Xu Gang and Liu
Wei. The brokerage’s shares have
tumbled more than 60 percent
from an April peak in Shanghai on
the market collapse, failed govern-
ment efforts to prop up stocks, and
the widening crackdown.

“Citic Securities should come
out and clarify what’s happening
and tell investors if they have any
management changes,” said Linus
Yip, a Hong Kong-based strategist
at First Shanghai Securities Ltd.
“That’s the only way to calm inves-
tors down.”

The market collapse put an
abrupt end to Citic Securities’s
ascent among the world’s biggest
brokerages by market capitaliza-
tion. Less than a year ago, the firm
came close to matching Switzer-
land’s UBS Group AG. Now, it’s
sinking closer to Japan’s Nomura
Holdings Inc.

Since its inception, Citic Group
has been the “pilot of national eco-
nomic reform and an important
window on China’s opening to the
outside world,” the company said
on its website. Bloomberg



AP PHOTO

wed 16.09.2015

T @ MacauDaily mmsasss

z=n CHINAR

EN top lea-

ders from China’s

Communist Party

made their annual

pilgrimage to the seaside resort

of Beidaihe last month, they tur-

ned to an old master for econo-

mic advice, according to people
with knowledge of the matter.

The leadership, ensconced on
the shores of the Yellow Sea,
consulted former Premier Zhu
Rongji, said the people, who
asked not to be identified becau-
se the talks were private. Zhu,
86, has been hailed for his role in
transforming China’s economy
nearly two decades ago. Speci-
fically, they wanted the retired
leader’s thoughts on President
Xi Jinping’s plan for overhau-
ling the country’s USD16 trillion
state-run industrial sector, one
of the people said.

The last time China launched
such a shakeup, the charge was
led by Zhu: Some 60,000 fir-
ms were closed and 40 million
workers let go, according to
government data. It remains to
be seen whether today’s leaders
will stomach such change given
that the reform blueprint relea-
sed Sunday still centers around
state control.

“In the 1990s under Zhu Ron-
gji, there was a clear vision
that the state sector had to be
radically downsized and focu-
sed on a relatively small num-
ber of truly strategic sectors;
everything else could be let go,”
said Arthur Kroeber, founding
partner and managing direc-
tor at Gavekal Dragonomics, a
research firm. “Today, there is
no apparent belief that the state
has to give up anything.”

While it’s not known what
Zhu said when his advice was
sought, it’s clear his influence
continues to loom large in Xi’s
administration. Officials who
worked under him are now in
key positions: People’s Bank
of China Governor Zhou Xiao-
chuan was a deputy governor
from 1996 to 1998 and Finance
Minister Lou Jiwei was a vice
minister from 1998 to 2007.

The Beidaihe meetings date
back to the era of Mao Zedong.
There, incumbent leaders dis-
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Leaders consult old master
Zhu Rongji over reform

Zhu Rongji in 2001

cuss among themselves and
with former senior officials the
most pressing issues facing the
party and nation.

Under the new plans, the go-
vernment aims to sell shares of
some state-owned enterprises
and consolidate others. Autho-
rities want to reform unpro-
ductive “zombie enterprises”
while encouraging a “blending”

ad
In the 1990s
under Zhu
Rongji, there
was a clear
vision that
the state
sector had to
be radically

downsized

ARTHUR KROEBER
FOUNDING PARTNER AND
MANAGING DIRECTOR, GAVEKAL
DRAGONOMICS

ings

Zhu (second left) leading the Chinese delegation at the European Management Forum in 1986

between state-owned capital
and private investments, gover-
nment agencies overseeing the
plan said in statements Mon-
day.

By overhauling bloated and
debt-ridden companies, Chi-
na hopes to remove a brake
on growth in the world’s se-
cond-largest economy, which
is set to expand this year at its
slowest pace in 25 years. Un-
derscoring the drag, the value
added by SOEs declined in Au-
gust from a year earlier for the
first time since 2008, according
to data compiled by Bloomberg.

State-owned firms in China do
everything from running power
plants and tourism kiosks to
building spacecraft and trading
silk. SOEs accounted for 40 per-
cent of industrial assets and 18
percent of urban employment
in 2013, down from 69 percent
and 51 percent in 1998, accor-
ding to Bloomberg Intelligence.

The latest round of SOE re-
form could be a “game-chan-
ger” for the economy as the
government is repositioned
as a capital investor rather
than operator of state busines-
ses, Australia & New Zealand

Banking Group Ltd. economis-
ts wrote in a report this month.

“By encouraging private sec-
tor participation and allowing
market force to play a decisive
role in resource allocation, the
reform will unlock a massive
amount of economic value,” the
economists wrote. While they
expect more mergers, acquisi-
tions and privatizations, they
said it will be a “gradual pro-
cess.”

A reform panel led by Xi
approved guidelines yesterday
to encourage and regulate pri-
vate investment in SOEs, the
official Xinhua News Agency
said. The rules were intended
to make state companies more
competitive and transparent.

Han Meng, a senior resear-
cher at the Institute of Econo-
mics of the Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences in Beijing, said
the reform plans don’t repre-
sent a major breakthrough.

“There are no major changes
in the plan,” Han said. “There
was expectation for bigger and
stronger measures, but that
hasn’t happened yet. True, the
SOE reform is an extremely
complex and painful process;

but judging from the guideline,
there seems no consensus on
execution.”

The plan’s five “basic prin-
ciples” make it clear that the
Communist Party will remain
firmly in control. Zhang Yi,
a party disciplinarian who is
chairman of State-owned As-
sets Supervision and Adminis-
tration Commission, or Sasac,
which oversees more than 100
of the biggest SOEs, told Xi-
nhua that the reforms would
bolster the role of party units in
selecting and promoting com-
pany managers.

So long as the state continues
to maintain a controlling hand
in the sector, it’s hard to see
how true reforms will be pushed
through, said Paul Hubbard of
the Australian National Univer-
sity, who studies Chinese SOEs.

“The reforms try to insulate
state-owned enterprise mana-
gement from state ownership,
while strengthening the role
of the Party,” Hubbard said.
“When the chairman of the
board is also the party secre-
tary, it’s hard to draw a bright
line between business and poli-
tics.” Bloomberg

Authorities release scholar ahead of Xi’s US visit

Chinese President Xi Jinping

Chinese

scholar

de details on why he was

cheng in Beijing and send

proper registration, shut

who helped an acti-
vist escape house arrest
has been released from
jail conditionally, his
lawyer said yesterday, a
move that comes ahead
of Chinese President Xi
Jinping’s visit to Washin-
gton later this month.
Beijing lawyer Li Jin
said that Guo Yushan,
founder of the nongo-
vernmental think tank
Transition Institute, was
released late Monday,
but she could not provi-

freed or whether the re-
lease had anything to do
with Xi’s upcoming mee-
ting with President Bara-
ck Obama.

Guo was detained last
October and charged in
January with operating
an illegal business. The
charge remains, but can
expire one year after his
release.

The scholar is best
known for his 2012 effor-
ts to help shelter the blind
activist Chen Guang-

him to the U.S. Embassy
there after Chen escaped
from house arrest in an
eastern Chinese village.
Chen eventually made it
to New York, after Hillary
Rodham Clinton, then the
U.S. secretary of state, ne-
gotiated for him to attend
school in the United Sta-
tes.

Guo’s Transition Insti-
tute conducted research
on China’s social and eco-
nomic issues, but Beijing
authorities, citing lack of

down the organization in
2013.

Guo was detained at a
time when Hong Kong
protesters were deman-
ding universal suffrage in
elections for the semiau-
tonomous city’s top offi-
cial. Dozens of other peo-
ple also were detained
for showing support for
the protesters. Guo was
not known to have made
any public comments in
support of the pro-demo-
cracy movement. AP



Rod McGuirk, Canberra

USTRALIA’S turbulent

political world took ano-
ther twist yesterday with Mal-
colm Turnbull sworn in as
prime minister — the nation’s
fourth leader in little more
than two years — after he led
a party revolt that ousted his
predecessor.

Turnbull was sworn in as
Australia’s 29th prime minis-
ter after a surprise ballot of
his conservative Liberal Par-
ty colleagues voted 54-44 on
Monday night to replace Pri-
me Minister Tony Abbott only
two years after he was elected.
Turnbull’s elevation has ce-
mented a culture of disposab-
le leaders as the new norm in
Australian politics since the
11-year tenure of Prime Mi-
nister John Howard ended in
2007.

“There’s been a change of
prime minister, but we are a
very, very strong government,
a very strong country with a
great potential and we will
realize that potential working
very hard together,” Turnbull
told reporters as he left his
Canberra apartment yester-
day morning.

“This is a turn of events I did
not expect, I have to tell you,
but it’s one that I'm privileged
to undertake and one that I'm
certainly up to,” he added.

Shortly before Turnbull was
sworn in, a grim-faced Abbott
spoke for the first time since
his sudden ouster, warning
that the persistent volatility in
Australia’s government could
hurt the nation’s standing on
the global stage.

THAILAND
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AUSTRALIA

New PM Turnbull
sworn in, says gov t
remains strong

Malcolm Turnbull with deputy leader Julie Bishop

“Australia has a role to play in
the struggles of the wider wor-
1d: the cauldron of the Middle
East and security in the Sou-
th China Sea and elsewhere,”

Abbott told reporters. “I fear
that none of this will be hel-
ped if the leadership instability
that’s plagued other countries
continues to taint us.”

Abbott did not say during his
speech whether he will quit
politics. But said he would not
destabilize the new prime mi-
nister.
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Turnbull, a 60-year-old for-
mer journalist, lawyer and
merchant banker known for
his moderate views, was party
leader for two years before he
was ousted in 2009 by Abbo-
tt by a single vote in a similar
leadership ballot.

Abbott, a 57-year-old for-
mer Roman Catholic semina-
rian, has been described as
the most socially conservati-
ve Australian prime minister
in decades, while Turnbull is
considered not conservative
enough by the right wing of
the party.

Abbott acknowledged his
government had not been
perfect, though he blamed
the poll-heavy culture of mo-
dern politics for the frequent
upheaval in the nation’s lea-
dership.

“We have been a govern-
ment of men and women, not
a government of gods walking
upon the earth. Few of us, af-
ter all, entirely measure up
to expectations,” Abbott said.
“The nature of politics has
changed in the past decade.
We have more polls and more
commentary than ever before
— mostly sour, bitter charac-
ter assassination. Poll-driven
panic has produced a revol-
ving door prime ministership,
which can’t be good for our
country. And a febrile media
culture has developed that
rewards treachery.”

Turnbull’s return to the helm
will likely lead to a major Ca-
binet reshuffle, with Treasurer
Joe Hockey and Defense Mi-
nister Kevin Andrews among
the ministers who publicly su-
pported Abbott. AP

Police chief links Bangkok blast to Uighur trafficking

Nattasuda Anusondisai,
Bangkok

HAILAND’S natio-

nal police chief said
yesterday that authori-
ties are now certain that
last month’s deadly bom-
bing at a Bangkok shrine
was related to the traffi-
cking of Uighur Muslims
from China to Turkey.

Somyot Poompanmou-
ng’s comments marked
the first time authorities
have publicly linked the
Aug. 17 bombing to the
smuggling of Uighurs, af-
ter weeks of hinting at it
and saying only that au-
thorities believe the atta-
ck was carried out by hu-
man traffickers angered
by a crackdown on their
network.

In the past week, seve-
ral Turkish and Chine-
se links to the bombing
appeared to strengthen
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Shrine bombing in Bangkok

the theory that the attack
was to avenge Thailand’s
forced repatriation of
more than 100 ethnic Ui-
ghurs to China in July.
The deportations stirred
anger in Turkey, where
the Thai Consulate in Is-
tanbul was attacked by a
group protesting the ex-
pulsions.

“I's a network that
smuggles Uighurs from

In this Aug. 17 file photo police in\fésiigte the sceneat the Erawan

one country to the
other,” Somyot told re-
porters. “The bombing
at Rajaprasong resulted
from the fact that Thai
authorities destroyed or
disrupted their human
trafficking network and
they couldn’t continue
their business.”

Rajaprasong is the
area of Bangkok where
the bombing at the busy

Erawan Shrine occurred.
The blast killed 20 peo-
ple and left more than
120 injured.

Thai authorities have
avoided calling the bom-
bing an act of terrorism,
which they fear would
harm Thailand’s image
as a tourist destination.
For the same reason, au-
thorities said they wan-
ted to avoid singling out
motives linked to speci-
fic countries or religious
groups.

Somyot said that the
bombing and the attack of
the consulate in Istanbul
“came from the same cau-
se,” apparently referring
to the trafficking network.
“We destroyed their busi-
ness, which caused an-
ger,” he said.

On Monday, police said
that a key suspect in the
bombing traveled on a
Chinese passport and

had fled to Turkey.

The suspect, identified
as Abudureheman Abu-
dusataer, left Thailand
on Aug. 16 for Bangla-
desh, said national police
spokesman Prawut Tha-
vornsiri. He said infor-
mation gathered by Thai
police and Bangladeshi
officials showed that the
man departed Bangla-
desh’s capital, Dhaka, on
Aug. 30 and traveled to
Istanbul as his final des-
tination, via New Delhi
and Abu Dhabi.

Thai police had pre-
viously said the man may
have directed the bom-
bing.

“He departed Dhaka on
Aug. 30 for Delhi by Jet
Airways,” Prawut said.
“From Delhi, he conti-
nued his travel to Abu
Dhabi, and from Abu
Dhabi he traveled on
Aug. 31 to Istanbul. This

is his final destination.
It’s clear.”

A senior Turkish gover-
nment official, however,
denied that the man had
escaped to the country.

Two other key bombing
suspects have been arres-
ted and are in custody,
charged with possession
of illegal explosives. One
of them was captured
from an apartment on
the outskirts of Bangkok
where police also disco-
vered bomb-making ma-
terial — and was in pos-
session of a fake Turkish
passport, police said.

The other was caught
near the border between
Thailand and Cambodia,
and carrying a Chinese
passport. Police said his
fingerprints were fou-
nd on a container with
explosive material con-
fiscated from the apart-
ment. AP
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NORTH KOREA

Pyongyang warns it
has restarted all nuclear
fuel plants

omb

A South Korean man watches TV news program showing file footage of the Unha rocket in North Korea, at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul

Hyung-Jin Kim and Foster Klug, Seoul

day after threatening lon-

g-range rocket launches,

North Korea declared yes-

erday that it has upgra-
ded and restarted all of its atomic
fuel plants so it can produce more
— and more sophisticated — nu-
clear weapons.

Neither announcement was en-
tirely unexpected, and outside
analysts see the back-to-back war-
nings as part of a general North
Korean playbook of using claimed
improvements in its nuclear and
missile programs to push for talks
with the United States that could
eventually provide the impove-
rished country with concessions
and eased sanctions.

But the threats could deepen a
standoff between North Korea and
the U.S. and its allies because they
strike at Washington’s fear that
each North Korean rocket and nu-
clear test puts it another big step
closer to its stated goal of an arsenal
of nuclear-tipped long-range missi-
les that can hit the U.S. mainland.

North Korea has spent decades
trying to develop just such a wea-
pon, and while it is thought to have
a small arsenal of atomic bombs
and an impressive array of short-
and medium-range missiles, it has
yet to demonstrate that it can pro-
duce nuclear bombs small enough
to place on a missile or can make
reliable long-range missiles.

Still, it has conducted three past
nuclear tests and a series of stea-
dily improving long-range rocket
launches, and some analysts see
yesterday’s announcement as fo-
reshadowing an upcoming four-
th nuclear test, which would push
North Korea further along in its
nuclear aims.

North Korea said yesterday in its

state media that, as it pledged to do
in 2013, the plutonium and highly
enriched uranium facilities at its
main Nyongbyon nuclear complex
have finally been “rearranged, chan-
ged or readjusted and they started
normal operation.” It said its scien-
tists had improved “the levels of nu-
clear weapons with various missions
in quality and quantity.”

4 Analysts see
yesterday’s
announcement
as foreshadowing
an upcoming
fourth nuclear
test

North Korea, an autocracy run by
the same family since 1948, closely
controls information about its nu-
clear program, which it describes as
a sovereign right meant to combat
U.S. military hostility. As a result,
just what is happening at Nyon-
gbyon is unclear. North Korea boo-
ted out international inspectors in
2009, and independent assessmen-
ts by outside experts since then
have been spotty.

At various points in the deca-
des-long standoff over its nuclear
ambitions, North Korea has said
it has shut down or restarted its
atomic fuel production. In 2013, it
restarted a plutonium reactor that
had been shuttered under a 2007
disarmament agreement. Satellite
imagery earlier this year showed
signs it still wasn’t operating fully.
A uranium enrichment facility un-
veiled to a visiting American scien-
tist in 2010 presumably gives Nor-

th Korea a second way to make fis-
sile material for bombs.

On Monday, the North’s aerospa-
ce agency said it is ready to launch
new satellites aboard long-range
rockets as part of celebrations of
next month’s ruling communist
party anniversary.

The world will “clearly see a series
of satellites soaring into the sky at
times and locations determined” by
the Workers’ Party, an unidentified
director at the North’s National Ae-
rospace Development Administra-
tion director was quoted as saying
by state media.

North Korea has said its satellite
launches are peaceful and meant
for weather observation, but the
West considers them covers for
banned tests of long-range missiles.

Analysts in Seoul said the rocket
launch announcement suggests an
imminent nuclear test. “A nuclear
test without a long-range rocket test
is not effective,” said Lim Eul Chul,
a North Korea expert at South Ko-
rea’s Kyungnam University. “The
vicious circle is being repeated.”

After several failures, North Ko-
rea put its first satellite into space
with a long-range rocket launched
in late 2012. The U.N. said it was a
banned test of ballistic missile tech-
nology and imposed sanctions. Ex-
perts say that ballistic missiles and
rockets used in satellite launches
share similar bodies, engines and
other technology.

An angry North Korea then con-
ducted its third nuclear test in Fe-
bruary 2013, inviting further inter-
national condemnation and sanc-
tions. Later that year it threatened
Seoul and Washington with nuclear
strikes.

South Korea’s Defense Ministry
said yesterday that it had not detec-
ted any sign indicating North Ko-
rea is preparing a rocket launch. AP
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Gov't to begin

cloud-seeding

as schools shut
due to haze

layer of heavy haze forced Malaysian au-

thorities to shut schools yesterday in three
states and two key cities as aircraft were to be-
gin cloud-seeding operations to induce rain to
help clear the air.

The thick, dirty white haze blanketed many
parts of Malaysia — an annual phenomenon
that is mostly caused by the burning of forests
in Indonesia to clear land for farming. Some
34 of 52 air quality stations recorded unheal-
thy air levels early yesterday.

A plane equipped with chemicals it aims to
release in the air that will help clouds produce
rain was due to take off later yesterday to co-
ver Kuala Lumpur and surrounding areas, said
Maznorizan Mohamad, a meteorological de-
partment senior official. A second aircraft was
scheduled to fly over Kuching in Sarawak state
on Borneo island.

She said the cloud-seeding is planned for
three days but will depend on cloud availabili-
ty and weather conditions. The inter-monsoon
season is expected to start in late September,
bringing more rain over peninsular Malay-
sia to clear up the haze.

“It will bring temporary relief but whatever
it is, we have to address the source of the pro-
blem,” she said.

Malaysia’s education ministry earlier ordered
schools in Kuala Lumpur, government admi-
nistrative capital Putrajaya as well as Selan-
gor, Negeri Sembilan and Malacca states to
close yesterday.

Indonesia’s Riau province has declared an
emergency that shut schools and set up health
posts to treat those suffering respiratory pro-
blems after its air pollutant index hit extre-
mely dangerous levels.

In Singapore, air pollution reached very
unhealthy levels. Organizers of this weekend’s
annual Formula One night race are keeping a
close watch on the situation to decide whether
it will be safe to race. The Singapore Grand
Prix has always been held at this time of year,
and while there has been some haze in past
years due to the forest fires, it has never pre-
vented the race from going ahead.

Indonesia’s government has dispatched pla-
nes and helicopters for cloud seeding and wa-
ter dropping, along with more than 1,000 sol-
diers sent to Sumatra island to help extinguish
the fires. AP

Malaysé’landmarketronas Twin.Towers, etef, and other
buildings are shrouded by haze in Kuala Lumpur



EUROPEAN MIGRANT CRISIS

Stark contrasts in continent’s
welcome to migrants

Karl Ritter, Malmo

HE Dbleary-eyed trave-

lers arriving in Malmo’s
glass-and-steel train station
agreed on one thing: Sweden
was a better place to go than
Denmark, which has cut wel-
fare benefits for refugees.

But many said Finland was
even better.

“Why Finland? I tell you, be-
cause they give us the docu-
ments faster,” said Ghanem,
a 23-year-old Iraqi, who like
many making the journey de-
clined to give his full name.
They are worried about being
identified by authorities and
prevented from going to their
preferred destinations. “Swe-
den, Germany, they will take
one year, two years.”

Though the 28-nation Euro-
pean Union has common rules
for how to receive asylum-
seekers, the benefits provided
once they arrive vary widely
from one country to the next.

Greece, the European en-
try point for more than
200,000 migrants this year,
has been so overwhelmed that
it can’t even provide basic ser-
vices like housing and food.
Italy’s reception conditions are
also straining under a constant
stream of sea arrivals from
North Africa, while Hungary’s
hostility toward migrants jolts
them to get out of the country
as soon as they can.

Most are aiming to reach
wealthier countries in nor-
thern Europe, particularly
Germany and Sweden, whi-
ch stand out for their efforts
to offer a generous welcome.
However, German authorities
say the expectations of people
arriving are sometimes unrea-
listic.

“Germany isn’t just the coun-
try of milk and honey, where
everything you would want
flies into your mouth like a
fried pigeon,” German Foreign
Ministry spokesman Martin
Shaefer said last week.

EU rules require member
states to ensure “a digni-
fied standard of living” for
asylum-seekers. That inclu-
des housing, food, clothing, a
daily allowance, and access to
public health care, education
and the job market while their
claim is processed, which can
take up to a year or more.

Many countries don’t live up
to those standards — the EU’s
executive commission has
32 infringement cases open
against member states. Those
who do apply them in diffe-
rent ways.

In France, asylum-seekers
can work if they haven’t re-
ceived a decision after nine
months. In Germany they can
work after three months and
in Sweden from day one, but
only if they are deemed likely
to receive asylum. Britain,
which is exempt from the EU
asylum rules, doesn’t nor-
mally allow asylum-seekers to
work at all.

More than
80,000 people
applied for
asylum in
Sweden last
year — the
highest per
capita in the EU

The quality of migrant hou-
sing also varies. Spain provi-
des asylum-seekers shelter at
refugee centers, but spending
cuts and an increase in mi-
grants means some of them
are sleeping in the streets,
said Cristina Manzanedo of
Spanish human rights group
Pueblos Unidos.

Italy and France also keep
asylum-seekers in large-scale
refugee centers, while Sweden
places them in apartments,
hostels or camp ground cabins

ood and drink is dtributed by volunteers t

— Y

across the country.

“There is an aspect of inte-
gration to it,” explains Tolle
Furegard, housing director of
the Swedish Migration Agen-
cy. “We don’t want to lump to-
gether a lot of new arrivals in
a building where there isn’t a
single Swede.”

He acknowledged that this
ambition is getting increasin-
gly hard to fulfill: The agency
has taken over entire apart-
ment blocks as it scrambles to
find rooms for new arrivals.

More than 80,000 people
applied for asylum in Sweden
last year — the highest per ca-
pita in the EU — and officials
expect a similar number this
year. Only Germany is seeing
higher total arrivals, with
200,000 in 2014 and up to
five times as many expected
this year.

Most EU countries allow
asylum-seekers access to their
public education and health
systems. In Germany they re-
ceive free health care, special
help with pregnancy and chil-
dbirth, and other medical ser-
vices depending upon need.

The cash handouts for
asylum-seekers are typically
small and vary from zero in
Greece to up to 718 euros a
month for a family of six in
France. Some countries of-
fer more if there are special
needs.

While rumors about Euro-
pe’s generous welfare systems

0 refugees that after afriving at the train station in Malmo,eden

abound, experts say there are
more important draws for
the newcomers, like joining
friends and family already
in Europe and expectations
about whether and how fast
their asylum applications will
be approved.

For example, only one in four
Eritreans received asylum in
France in 2014, while in Swe-
den essentially all of them did.
For Iraqis, the approval rate
was 14 percent in Greece and
94 percent in France, accor-
ding to the European Council
on Refugees and Exiles, a non-
government group. Syrians,
considered the most vulnera-
ble group, had an average 95
percent approval rate in the
EU.

Many countries fast track
applications from people who
aren’t likely to get asylum be-
cause they’re not deemed to be
in need of protection, inclu-
ding Albanians and Kosovars.
Asylum is typically offered to
those fleeing war and persecu-
tion, not running away from
poverty.

Often people have a destina-
tion in mind when they start
their journey and try hard to
get around EU rules that re-
quire them to be fingerprinted
and apply for asylum in the
first EU country they enter.

Last week, hundreds refu-
sed to be fingerprinted in
Denmark and continued their
journey to Sweden. Danish
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police initially tried to stop
them but pulled back as their
numbers swelled.

Even though the two nei-
ghboring welfare nations may
seem very much alike, to refu-
gees they’re not, said Annika
Holm Nielsen, a 24-year-old
Dane who smuggled more
than a dozen people to Swe-
den on her sailboat when Da-
nish police were still trying to
hold them back.

“If you are a refugee in
Denmark, you are treated as a
problem,” she said.

The center-right Danish go-
vernment is trying to discou-
rage migrants and refugees
from coming to Denmark.
Last week, the government
placed ads in Lebanese papers
saying that benefits for refu-
gees had been cut by up to 50
percent and that it takes least
five years to get permanent re-
sidence in Denmark.

Sweden has chosen another
path, trying to defend its repu-
tation of being a humanitarian
superpower and a safe haven
for refugees fleeing war and
persecution.

The Swedish Migration Agen-
cy sometimes uses the hash-
tag #refugeeswelcome on its
official Twitter account. As a
private initiative, a group of
Swedish police officers posted
a video that’s been viewed half
a million times on Facebook in
which they assure migrants and
refugees they will be treated
with respect and dignity.

“If you have fled your own
country with your family to
find safety, you must know
that we, the Swedish police,
will do our utmost to ensure
everyone in this country feels
safe,” one officer says before
wishing the migrants “a warm
welcome to Sweden.”

Just how long the welcome
will remain is unclear. Ger-
many has temporarily re-in-
troduced border controls to
stem the flow of migrants co-
ming in from Austria. The
Sweden Democrats, an anti
-immigration party that just
a decade ago was considered
too extreme to ever have an
impact in Swedish politics,
won 13 percent of the vote in
last year’s parliamentary elec-
tion. It is now polling around
20 percent.

However, that wasn’t on Has-
san Noor’s mind as he arrived
in Malmo after a four-mon-
th-long journey from Turkey.
Passing  through  Greece,
Bulgaria, Hungary, Austria,
Germany and Denmark, the
20-year-old Somali had eva-
ded authorities all the way to
Sweden to avoid being finger-
printed. For the first time, he
said, he could relax.

“Now I don’t have any fear,”
Noor said, cheerfully accep-
ting a chocolate cookie sprink-
led with powdered sugar from
a red-vested volunteer. “I am
the happiest man in the world
today.” AP
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Budapest

UNGARY yester-
day declared a state
of emergency in two
of its southeastern
counties in response to the mi-
gration crisis, a move that pa-
ves the way to deploy the army
to the border with Serbia to
stop the flow of migrants that
has been entering the country.

The state of emergency gives
authorities greater powers to
deal with the crisis, allowing
them to shut down roads and li-
mit the working of public insti-
tutions. It also speeds up court
processes for asylum-seekers.

Technically, parliament must
still approve the deployment of
the military. However, Associa-
ted Press reporters at the bor-
der have already spotted hea-
vily armed military personnel
with vehicles and dogs at the
border in recent days.

The announcement on the sta-
te of emergency comes as tou-
gher laws also came into effect
yesterday aimed at preventing
asylum-seekers from entering
the country. The legislation
makes it a crime to try to brea-
ch a razor-wire fence along the
border with Serbia and also in-
cludes longer prison terms for
convicted human traffickers.

Hungarian officials closed two
of seven border crossings with
Serbia yesterday morning. The
night before, officials deployed
a boxcar covered with razor
wire to close a key border cros-
sing along a railroad track that
had been the main entry point
for migrants.

There were chaotic scenes at
the main border crossing near
Roszke, Hungary, as the Hun-
garians opened a small tempo-
rary office to process people on
the edge of no man’s land and
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Hungary to deploy army to
stop refugees at border

in Roszke

crowds tried to squeeze inside.
A first group of about 20 ma-
naged to get in, but thousands
remained outside.

A group of migrants also blo-
cked the main highway con-
necting Serbia and Hungary,
saying they will refuse food and
water until they are allowed to
cross into Hungary. The sit-in
protest is happening on the no
man’s land between Roszke and
Horgos, Serbia, which is the
main border crossing between
the two countries.

Hungarian police officers repair a hole at the fence where migrants tried to cross the border line between Serbia and Hunary

Those who were lucky enough
to make it into Hungary the day
before were boarding buses.
One Hungarian police officer
said they were being sent di-
rectly to Austria.

People had dashed to make
it into the country in recent
days, hoping to reach Wes-
tern Europe before it was too
late. A record 9,380 migrants
entered Hungary on Monday,
beating the previous record of
5,809 set just a day earlier.

Some 200,000 migrants have

Putin defends Russia’s military
assistance to Assad regime
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entered Hungary so far in 2015,
nearly all by walking across the
southern border with Serbia.
Almost all, however, simply
transit Hungary on their way to
Germany or other Western Eu-
ropean nations.

Under the new laws, most
migrants entering the country
from Serbia can be turned away
because that country is consi-
dered safe and could theoreti-
cally provide them asylum.

The new law also makes it a
crime to damage the 4-meter
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razor-wire fence that Hun-
gary has built on the 175-kilo-
meter border with Serbia, gi-
ving police the power to detain
anyone trying to breach it.

The state of emergency allows
the government to mobilize the
army — pending parliamen-
tary approval next week — to
help police with border control,
and forces courts to prioritize
cases involving migrants cau-
ght entering Hungary illegally.
Police can enter and search
homes where migrants who en-
tered Hungary illegally are be-
lieved to be hiding.

Germany’s interior minister,
Thomas de Maiziere, on Tues-
day said he supports the idea
of cutting European Union fun-
ding to countries that refuse to
share the burden of hosting re-
fugees.

Several EU countries, parti-
cularly in the former Eastern
bloc, have rejected calls from
Germany and the EU’s executi-
ve Commission for mandatory
quotas to spread refugees out
among the 28-nation bloc.

De Maiziere told ZDF televi-
sion that there needs to be dis-
cussion of how to exert pressure
and that the countries rejecting
quotas often receive significant
amounts of EU funding.

He said that Commission chief
Jean-Claude Juncker has sug-
gested — “and I find that right”
— that “we should talk about
(them) getting less money from
the structural funds.” AP

USSIAN President
Vladimir Putin yes-
terday strongly defended
Moscow’s military assis-
tance to the Syrian gover-
nment, saying it’s impos-
sible to defeat the Islamic
State group without coo-
perating with Damascus.
Putin’s statement co-
mes amid the signs of an
ongoing Russian military
buildup in Syria, which
the U.S. says signals Mos-
cow’s intention to set up
an air base there.
Speaking at a meeting of
heads of states at a Mos-
cow-dominated security
alliance of ex-Soviet na-
tions in Tajikistan, Putin
urged other nations to
follow Russia’s example

and offer military su-
pport to Syrian President
Bashar Assad’s govern-
ment.

“We are supporting the
government of Syria in
the fight against a terro-
rist aggression, are offe-
ring and will continue to
offer it necessary mili-
tary-technical assistan-
ce,” Putin said in televi-
sed remarks. “Without an
active participation of the
Syrian authorities and the
military, it would be im-
possible to expel the ter-
rorists from that country
and the region as a whole,
and to protect the multi
-ethnic and multi-confes-
sional Syrian people from
destruction.”

He said that Assad was
ready to conduct politi-
cal transformations and
engage a “healthy part of
the opposition,” but ad-
ded that “pooling forces
in the fight against terror
takes the priority now.”

Russia has staunchly ba-
cked up Assad throughout
Syria’s devastating civil
war that has killed about
250,000 people and tur-
ned millions into refu-
gees, shielding him from
United Nations sanctions
and continuing to provide
him with weapons despite
Western criticism.

Putin shrugged off alle-
gations that Moscow’s
support for Assad has
sparked a flow of refu-

gees, saying that without
Russia’s support for As-
sad’s regime the number
of Syrian refugees hea-
ding to Europe would
have been even bigger.
“People are fleeing
Syria primarily to esca-
pe fighting that has been
fueled from the outside
with supplies of weapons
and hardware, they are
fleeing to escape terrorist
atrocities,” he said. “Wi-
thout Russia’s support for
Syria, the situation in the
country would have been
worse than in Libya, and
the flow of refugees would
have been even bigger.”
The Pentagon says that
Russia is in the midst of a
steady military buildup at

Russian President Vladimir Putin

an airport in Syria’s coas-
tal province of Latakia,
indicating Moscow in-
tends to create a forward
air operations base there,
although no fighter jets or
helicopters have arrived
yet.

Asked earlier this mon-
th if Russian troops could
join the fight against IS,
Putin seemed to keep the

" W,

door open for that, saying
that “we are looking at va-
rious options.”

The Russian leader is set
to address the Syrian cri-
sis when he speaks to the
U.N. General Assembly la-
ter this month, and obser-
vers in Moscow believe he
wants a Russian military
force on the ground to be
ready by that time. AP
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INFOTAINMENT Times

ExcHANGE ExHiBITION OF CERAMICS

— JINGDEZHEN AND MAcAU

TIME: 9am-8pm

UNTIL: September 22, 2015

VENUE: Meng Tak Building Exhibition Hall,
Macau Polytechnic Institute

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIREES: (853) 6662 0747

2015 ART TROUPE-IN-RESIDENCE PROGRAMME

— FREE YOURSELF

TIME: 10:30am-6:30pm (Closed on Mondays)
UNTIL: November 1, 2015

ADMISSION: Free

VENUE: 10 Fantasia - A Creative Industries Incubator,
10, Calcada da Igreja de S.Lazaro, Macau
ENQUIRIES: (853) 2835 4582

Tea CuLTture House

TIME: 9am-7pm daily

(Closed on Mondays, open on public holidays)
VENUE: Macau Tea Culture House, Lou Lim loc
Garden, Avenida do Conselheiro Ferreira de Almeida
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2882 7103 / 2858 6250

WESTERN VIEWS ON CHINA: PAINTS
OF THE 19TH CENTURY ABOUT CHINA
TIME: 10am-7pm
(Closed on Mondays, No admission after 6:30 pm)
UNTIL: December 31, 2015
VENUE: Macau Museum of Art,
Av. Xian Xing Hai, s/n, NAPE
ADMISSION: MOP5
Free on Sundays and public holidays)
NQUIRIES: (853) 8791 9814

TRAVERSE: VIDEO INSTALLATION BY ROBERT CAHEN

TIME: 10am-7pm

Closed on Mondays, no admission after 6:30 pm)
NTIL: September 20, 2015

VENUE: Macau Museum of Art,

Av. Xian Xing Hai, s/n, NAPE

ADMISSION: MOP5

Free on Sundays and public holidays)
NQUIRIES: (853) 8791 9814

Offheat

WITH PASSPORT RETURNED, Al
WEIWEI ATTENDS LONDON EXHIBITION

It was an unexpected photo opportunity, as Ai Weiwei
stood inside London’s Royal Academy of Arts yesterday
surrounded by 20 years’ worth of his artworks.

The Chinese artist is world famous for works addressing
human rights abuses, official corruption and the collision
between Chinese culture and Western consumerism. But
in his homeland, he has been imprisoned, put under house
arrest and barred from international travel.

In July, Chinese officials unexpectedly returned Ai’s pass-
port after four years, allowing him to visit Britain for the
opening of the academy’s major retrospective show.

“We didn’t think he’d come,” said Royal Academy artistic
director Tim Marlow, who co-curated the exhibition. “We
thought eventually he might be able to travel, but it could
have been months, years. As it happened, it was weeks.”

There was one further snag when the British Embassy in
Beijing turned down Ai’s request for a six-month business
visa, giving him a shorter visa instead, on the grounds that
he had failed to disclose a criminal conviction. Ai was jailed
for almost three months in 2011 amid a wider crackdown
on dissent, but wasn’t charged with a crime.

After a media uproar over what Marlow calls “a natio-
nal embarrassment,” British Home Secretary Theresa May
overturned the embassy’s refusal.

Marlow hopes the show, which opens to the public Sa-
turday and runs to Dec. 13, will “let the art speak louder”
than Ai’s political woes.

13:00 TDM News (Repeated)

13:30 News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast
14:30 RTPiLive

18:20  Trail of Lies (Repeated)

19:00 TDM Interview (Repeat)

19:40 Soap Opera

20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:00 Montrado Lilau

21:40 Miscellaneous

22:10  Trail of Lies

23:00 TDM News

23:30 Champions League Highlights
23:45  Miscellaneous

Il
CINETEATRO
10 Sep- 16 Sep

MAZE RUNNER: THE SCORCH TRIALS_

Room 1

2.30, 4.45, 7.315 9.30 pm

Director: Wes Ball

Starring: Dylan O’Brien, Kaya Scodelario, Thomas
Brodie-Sangster

Language: English (Cantonese)

Duration: 131min

NO ESCAPE_

ROOM 2

2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm

Director: John Erick Dowdle

Starring: Lake Bell, Pierce Brosnan, Owen Wilson
Language: English (Cantonese)

Duration: 103min

ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE_

ROOM 3

2.30, 9.30 pm

Director: Richie Jen

Starring: Richie Jen, Shu Qi, Ti Lung
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/English)
Duration: 104min

LOVE DETECTIVE_

Room 1

2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm

Director: Wong Pak-Kei

Starring: lvana Wong, Pakho Chau, Ram Chiang
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/English)
Duration: 105min

MACAU TOWER
10 Sep - 30 Sept

MAZE RUNNER: THE SCORCH TRIALS_

2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm

Director: Wes Ball

Starring: IDylan O’Brien, Kaya Scodelario, Thomas
Brodie-Sangster

Language: English (Cantonese)

Duration: 131min
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1978 THOUSANDS DEAD
IN IRAN EARTHQUAKE

More than 11,000 people are feared dead after an
earthquake measuring 7.7 on the Richter scale hit the
south-east region of Iran.

The three-minute quake, the world’s strongest this
year, struck at 7.38 p.m. local time this evening.

The town of Tabas, 965km from Tehran, has been
completely flattened and 40 villages within a 48-km
radius of the epicenter have been damaged.

The shock demolished mud-walled houses and bri-
ck structures alike. It is estimated that just 2,000 of
the 13,000 inhabitants of Tabas are still alive.

An eye-witness and survivor described the scene.
“One giant heave, and the town turned into a gra-
veyard. All that is left are thousands of bodies, mou-
nds of ruins and hundreds of dazed survivors,” he
said.

It is reported that all the town’s doctors perished.
More than 700 soldiers have been drafted in to help
with the relief operations and medical teams, field
hospitals, food and other supplies are being flown in.

Water and electricity supplies have been cut and
all communication lines into Tabas have also been
destroyed. Water is being brought in from Mashad,
nine hours’ drive away.

Survivors and aid workers on the ground have
appealed for international assistance. Local people
are frantically pulling bodies from the rubble and
taking them to the cemetery but aid workers have
already warned of disease and infection.

The Shah of Iran, Mohammed Reza Pahlavi, has an-
nounced three days of national mourning. The last
major earthquake to strike Iran was in 1962 when
10,000 people were killed in the north-west region
of the country.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

The final number of those who died rose to 26,000. Rescue
teams continued the clean-up operation in Tabas and sur-
rounding villages for several weeks.

However, there was widespread discontent with the way the
Iranian government handled the aftermath of the quake and
this fuelled growing opposition to the Shah.

Four months later, on 16 January 1979, the Shah and his
family were forced into exile. Iran is very vulnerable to earth-
quakes - the capital, Tehran, is known to sit on at least 100
fault lines.

In December 2003 a quake in Bam killed about 30,000 people
and, in February 2005, more than 500 people died in the
Zarand area in another quake.
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OUR STARS

Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19

You can be as charming as comes
naturally to you, but the bottom line
is still the bottom line. Remember
that the other person has the same
motive you do: money. If nothing
else, read the fine print.

n Gemini

May 21-Jun. 21

Start, stop. Start, stop. You
wouldn’t treat your car the way
you treat your savings plan. Keep
putting money aside and don’t let
any excuses get in between you and
a smooth ride.

8 Taurus

April 20-May 20

You might feel like spending the
day on yourself, but the best way
to put yourself first is to protect
your assets. In this case, it means
old fashioned work. Yes, you need
the money, so go to it.

6 Cancer

Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Don’t sit back and watch your
assets dwindle. Even if it doesn’t
generate money today, youlll be
better off tomorrow if you stay on
top of things. Be active.

e
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PLOW DARE YOU CALL DURING
THE DINNER HOUR!
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SELLING, F YOU EVER CALL
AT THIS TIME AGAIN, T WILL
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Leo Virgo
MIN MAX CONDITION
Jul. 23-Aug. 22 Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Doing nothing is harder than taking ~ You can handle the truth. What Easy Easy+
heroic measures. But with no  youre going through is more than
real plan in front of you, youll be  one of life’s minor setbacks. In 5 9 7|3 5 7 4 Beijing 15 27 clear
tempted to fake yourself out. Dpn’t fact, it V\{ill }}ave a deep, meaningful 2 4 : = Harbin 15 o8 clear
equate spending money on things and lasting impact on you. Start by o
with taking action. curbing the impulse buys. 3 8 6 Tianjin 18 27 clear
Urumgqi 6 16 clear
. . 2 1 8 3
n Libra lll, Scorpio 9/ 8 2 2 6 7 Xi'an 18 22 cloudy/shower
|
Sep.23-Oct. 22 Oct. 23 - Nov. 21 5|7 4 1 Lhasa 10 21 overcast/shower
The aesthetics of minimal living  Rolling with the punches is a 8 1 3 4 8 Chengdu 19 23 drizzle
have never seemed so appealing, lightweight way of saying, deal :
and with good reason. Do what  with life’s changes. You're forced 5 1 9 Chongging 22 28 cloudy
pretties up both your life and your  to cope with some big ones. It’s not Kunming 16 22 shower
bank account for a change and easy, but you have all that it takes 7|51 2 3 1 9 .
you’ll be flirting with real beauty.  to keep standing. Nanjing 19 27 overcast/cloudy
. Shanghai 20 26 drizzle
}Saglttarlus m Capricorn Hard Wuhan 17 09 cloudy
Medium ar
Nov. 22-Dec. 21 Dec. 22-Jan. 19 T3 Hangzhou 17 26 overcast/cloudy
Don’t feel sorry for yourself. You have sticktoitiveness, but ol B Taipei 24 29 cloudy/drizzle
Life .doesp’t have. to be fai.r, outside forces are making you 5|6 4 2 Guangzhou 25 32 cloudy
but in this case it actually is to abandon your plans. Don’t
quite reasonable. For future beat yourself up over it. Starting 2 9 8 Hong Kong 25 29 cloudy
reference, stick with a plan that new projects is the only sensible 3 2 3
is sustainable. approach.
8 2 5
M Aquarius ) ( Pisces 9 1
M 3 9 7
Jan. 20-Feb. 18 Feb.19-Mar. 20 s Moscow 11 18 cloudy
If you crave something new, Money and debts are your new Frankfurt 15 20 drizzle
you're going through withdrawal.  companions, and you're letting them 28 6 = 15 1 - .
You'll get over the need for become your task masters. Take aris 7 moderate rain
novelty soon enough, like it or  away their power over you. Do what London 11 16 drizzle/rainstorm
not. You might as well learn to  you can to pay down your own debts
love the thread bare. and to forgive what others owe you. New York 17 27 clear/cloudy

1- Cow catcher; 6- Cookbook amts.; 10- “The Sweetest Taboo” singer; £ USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

14-0Old F.rench express'ion. meaning “goczdt?}/e”; 1.5_ Yours’,’in Togrg 16- Revenuers, g
ot 21 At 22 Carppalgn taotcs 23- Suitch setings: 24 mprovabe: 26. 999 28939939/ 2828 3283
e s ek o Bt e . o | P cepanmentzosT2zze  WaterSuppy - Repor 190052
e e . o © | PoOpeningoes - Report 1000
61- Floor worker; 62- Worry; 63- Trial; 64- Like a sasquatch; g PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Ele ctricity— Repo 1t 28 339 902
e APk e 28 573533 28 716 08

- Hinder; 11- One-celled organism; 12- N
0 Sl M ooy soion | eommemes
Cardinal’s cap; 24- Atténtion-ge}'ter; .25'_ ‘; % S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
s st b 3 B : 2871353
Eggi’lsstmsetihli_:; |s_|a;n§1g_1 a..ﬁ‘;vi’%eﬁ"t‘s‘sévf E : o '2 E Commission Against ‘ -
4O1n—eSOI;;E/Z?y1; igf'buﬁ_saﬂyscf? e Tontl (2] {nle) 5 Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
e g el G 28987323
e ress e Toursm 28 3523 00
Bieal vorm coing 0 SN 95 (it 50888 88

AD

The Studio
Macau
399 sq ft./ HKD 2.98M
HKD 7,468sq ft
From 2.98M to 4.55M
Ref: 15085451

The Manhattan Unit E
Taipa
1,626sq ft / HKD 13.5M
HKD 8,302sq ft
Luxury Residence
Ref: 15025432

Dahlia Court, Ocean Gardens Jou Fai Kuok, St Pauls Ruin's

Taipa Macau
1,054 sq ft / HKD 6.88M 627 sq ft/ HKD 4.198M
Chong Fok
Taipa

HKD 6,527sq ft HKD 6,695sq ft EE
Ocean Garden Complex 5 mins from Ruins of St Pauls
Ref: 15095453 Ref: 15075447
One Oasis, Tower 3, Unit B Houston Court, Coloane Village %
Coloane Coloane ;
3 Bedrooms Apartment 2 Bedrooms Apartment 1 Bedroom Apartment prope 1934

Close to Macau University Great location with Cotai Strip Views Across the Water - -

FOR SALE

www.JMLProperty.com

leng Kok, Unit A
Macau
1 Bedroom Apartment
Residential or Shop
HKD 9,800/ 756 sq ft
Ref: 14070426

FOR RENT

More info, please contact us

InfO@JI\JILproperty.Com HKD 12,900 / 1,300 sq ft HKD 15,500 / 1,286 sq ft HKD 13,300 / 800 sq ft

Ref: 15070520 Ref. 15070515 Ref: 1505502
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Innovation
that excites

CIRCLE OF

ADVANTAGE | &< 500
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FEEEEERATIEBNR THEEMAEKE Showroom: ﬂ[ T T— Q)
. i

%ﬁ % Eﬁﬁ 7l'=l, E ﬁ BE ’l} g.l Avenida 1 de maio,

XIN KANG CHENG MOTORS LTD. The Bayview Bloco 4, R/C,C-D, Macau Enquiry: 2871 9838
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BOXING
Australian

Browne Jr.
dies after fight

USTRALIAN boxer Da-

vey Browne Jr. has died
of injuries suffered in Friday’s
IBF super-featherweight re-
gional title bout against Carlo
Magali of the Philippines.

Browne, a 28-year-old fa-
ther of two, was knocked out
30 seconds from the end of
the final round of the 12-rou-
nd bout. He regained cons-
ciousness but later collapsed
and was rushed to Sydney’s
Liverpool Hospital in critical
condition, suffering from a
brain injury.

Police confirmed Davey’s
death on Monday and said a
post-mortem would be con-
ducted.

“It's 30-odd years since
we've had a fatality or a se-
rious injury,” Australian Bo-
xing Federation president
John McDougall said. “It’s
tragic, tragic news.

“We did hear that he’d re-
commenced breathing on his
own, and we were hoping and
praying that that was a good
sign, but this morning’s news
is shattering.” AP

Official: Toronto not
bidding for 2024 Olympics

ORONTO will not be bi-
dding to host the 2024
Summer Olympics.

Mayor John Tory has confir-
med the city won’t submit a
bid to host the event. He had
until yesterday to write a let-
ter to the International Olym-
pic Committee to express in-
terest. The declared bidders
for 2024 include Los Angeles,
Paris, Rome, Budapest and
Hamburg.

Toronto declining to bid
is good news for Los Ange-
les as it becomes the only
North American bidder. The
winning city will be chosen in
2017.

Tory began researching the
feasibility of a bid only when
excitement built for the Pan
Am Games. The competition
was hosted by Toronto this
past summer. Canada spent
about $2.5 billion Canadian
(USD2 billion) to organi-
ze the Pan Am Games — the
most expensive in history —
and has several Olympic-style
venues in place.

After an initial wave of en-

AP PHOTO

Toronto’s Mayor John Tory

thusiasm for an Olympic bid,
many expressed concerns in
recent weeks about the cost.
The Canadian Olympic Com-
mittee had been urging To-

ronto to enter the race.
Toronto has failed twice with
recent Olympic bids. It lost
out to Atlanta for the 1996 Ga-
mes, and to Beijing for 2008.

@ The declared
bidders include
Los Angeles,
Paris, Rome,
Budapest and
Hamburg

Also etched in the country’s
memory are the 1976 Mon-
treal Games, which ran up a
$1.5 billion debt that took the
city 30 years to pay off.

10C President Thomas Bach
has pushed recently to cut
Olympic costs, embarrassed
that Russia spent $51 billion
organizing the 2014 Winter
Olympics in Sochi.

Los Angeles hosted the 1932
and 1984 Olympics and was
the only city to bid for the
1984 Games at a time when
the Olympics were torn by
boycotts and financial pro-
blems. The success of tho-
se games helped revive the
Olympic movement. MDT/AP
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World Views

William Pesek, Bloomberg

TURNBULL HAS AN EXTENSIVE
T0-DO LIST IN AUSTRALIA

The first time | met Malcolm Turnbull, Australia’s
new leader, all he could talk about was Japan. It
was June 2002 and the Goldman Sachs banker-
turned-politician couldn’t comprehend how a smart,
democratic government could simply stand by as an
enervating malaise strangled the economy.

When | asked him whether something similar cou-
Id happen in Australia, Turnbull stared out his Syd-
ney office window. “There are real risks for Australia
in globalization and we could be a loser in the future
just as we have been a winner to date,” he said.

Those risks are more than obvious now. Unlike
Japan, Australia isn’t suffering from deflation and
demographic blight. But its leaders, too, are guilty
of not moving fast enough to adjust to a changing
economic reality. Over the last two years, neither
then-Prime Minister Tony Abbott nor Treasurer Joe
Hockey implemented the structural reforms needed
to increase incomes and boost competitiveness.

Rather than invest in education, training and in-
frastructure and tweak taxes to empower small
businesses, Abbott’s team protected mining billio-
naires (by scrapping carbon-tax policies). His go-
vernment championed fiscal austerity even as the
economy experienced its weakest run of growth
since the 1991 recession. Business leaders com-
plained, rightly, about a lack of resolve to overhaul
an outdated labor market. As a historic property
bubble from Sydney to Perth massively outpaced
wage growth, Hockey told voters they were ima-
gining the problem.

In fact, it’s the government that’s appeared blind
to the competitive pressures of globalization. For
years, China’s voracious appetite for iron ore, coal,
copper and other commodities fueled growth and fil-
led Canberra’s coffers. That dampened the urgency
for Abbott or his predecessors to diversify growth
engines away from the mining industry, leading to a
two-speed economy and widening inequality.

There’s plenty of blame to go around, but Abbo-
tt’s Liberals deserve much of it thanks to Prime
Minister John Howard’s failure to diversify the eco-
nomy during his 1997-2007 term. Howard’s stint
followed those of reformists Bob Hawke (1983-
1991) and Paul Keating (1991-1996). Governments
during the Hawke-Keating era lowered trade tari-
ffs, opened the financial industry, floated the Aus-
sie dollar and built a compulsory, national pension
system. And then Howard coasted, riding China’s
coattails and leaving economic management to the
central bank.

Howard’s successors, the Labor Party’s Kevin
Rudd and Julia Gillard, should’ve done more to
rebalance the economy. But their fight to impose
taxes on excessive mining profits, share Australia’s
wealth and put a price on carbon emissions was the
right one. By contrast, Abbott allowed even Beijing
to grab the mantle of leadership on climate change
away from Canberra.

Australians need Turnbull to lead on reform, not
relax. The new government must be less ideolo-
gical about attaining budget surpluses and more
attuned to how Australia risks getting left behind
by globalization. It must invest more in human capi-
tal to increase productivity and in physical hardware
— better roads, ports, power grids and telecommuni-
cations systems. Turnbull needs to create new jobs
to mitigate the hollowing out of industries, including
manufacturing.

He also must overhaul an antiquated tax system to
encourage Australia’s best and brightest to create
a homegrown Apple or Google. The good news is
that, as far back as 2002, Turnbull was mulling this
very problem. At the time, he said Australia’s tax
system was “totally uncompetitive,” driving would-
be entrepreneurs to Silicon Valley and Singapore.
“These risks are real, because the playing field is,
by force of geography, tilted against us,” Turnbull
told me. “The allure of Bondi Beach isn’t enough
to make us competitively attractive to the talent we
need to attract and retain.”

For 15 years now, Turnbull has been touted as a
future Australian prime minister - the Sydney Mor-
ning Herald didn’t dub him the “raging Turnbull”
for nothing. Now he finally has his chance to rage
against the Canberra smugness that’s holding back
one of the world’s great economies. I’'m convinced
he knows what needs to be done.

AP PHOTO

THE

Local animal rights group Anima is organizing
a candlelight vigil on September 30 from 8 p.m.
to 10 p.m. across the road from the government
headquarters, close to the Nam Van Lake.

According to the organizers, the “peaceful,
silent and non political event” will happen in
around 26 cities all over the world under the
title “Close the Canidrome.”

Wednesday, Sept. 9

Madonna performs at the pening nigh of her Rebel Heart Tour at th

[

e Bell Center in Montreal, Quebec on

Madonna’s ‘Rebel Heart’
tour coming to Macau

HE pop star Madonna

is bringing her “Rebel
Heart” tour to Macau in
February next year. The US
artist is set to perform at
Studio City’s Event Center,
according to an announ-
cement made yesterday by
Melco Crown.

The ‘Rebel Heart Tour’,
which will arrive in Ma-
cau on February 20 and
21, 2016, is supporting
Madonna’s 13th studio al-
bum ‘Rebel Heart’” which
includes the Billboard Hot
100 hit, ‘Bitch, I'm Ma-
donna’. The hit single fea-
tures star-studded cameos
by Beyoncé, Nicki Minaj,
and Kanye West, as well
as appearances by Miley
Cyrus, Katy Perry, and
Rita Ora.

Madonna’s Rebel Heart
album (Interscope Records)
received good reviews from
the press. According to
Rolling Stone Magazine, it
is “a long, passionate, self-
referential meditation on
losing love and finding pur-
pose in chilling times.” The
NY Daily News said: “Rebel
Heart’s best moments boast
some of the most finely
structured pop melodies of

Madonna’s 32-year career.”

“We are extremely
proud to announce that
Studio City, representing
Macau, will be one of the
key destinations to stage
the world’s biggest act at
its futuristic event cen-
ter, alongside the famous
Madison Square Garden
in New York and The O2
Arena in London,” said
Studio City president Mr
JD Clayton.

“This is also the first time
for Macau to confirm such
a world-class concert. With
the theater-quality acous-
tics, premium seating and
intimacy provided by the
skillfully designed space
within our event center, we
believe the spectacular mu-
sical experience delivered at
Studio City will be the most
theatrical spectacle ever
hosted in Macau’s history,”
he added.

The celebrated artist’s tour
kicked-off in Montreal last
week. According to an Asso-
ciated Press report, last We-
dnesday’s show in Montreal
included a mix of her iconic
hits as well as new music
from her recently released
album. She even performed

“Material Girl” for the first
time since her “Blond Am-
bition” tour in the 1990s.

DJ and producer Diplo
warmed up the crowd with
an hour-long set.

Madonna, 57, got the big-
gest standing ovation of the
night during her rendition
of the French classic “La Vie
en Rose.”

According to AP, Madon-
na joked about her mar-
riages during the show.
“Who wants to get hitched?
Anybody want to get mar-
ried? Sucker? It's dow-
nhill from here.” She later
followed up with: “In spite
of all of that heartbreak,
pain and suffering, I wou-
ldn’t trade love for any-
thing.”

After performing for near-
ly two hours, and changing
into countless outfits desig-
ned by Miuccia Prada, Je-
remy Scott and Alexander
Wang, among others, the
pop star ended the concert
with a crowd favorite.

Draped in a Canadian flag,
she had nearly everyone on
their feet dancing to “Holi-
day.” The tour is set to wrap
up in Australia in March
2016. MDT

SOURCE: DSMG
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WORLD BRIEFS

MALAYSIA A layer

of heavy haze forces
Malaysian authorities

to shut schools in three
states and two key cities
as aircraft are to begin
cloud-seeding operations
to help clear the air. The
thick, dirty white haze
blanketed many parts of
Malaysia — an annual
phenomenon that is
mostly caused by the
burning of forests in
Indonesia to clear land for
farming.

PHILIPPINE troops rescue
nine road construction
workers who were
abducted by Abu Sayyaf
militants.
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UK Prince Harry marked
his 31st birthday
yesterday at a gathering
of vintage Battle of
Britain aircraft honoring
the pilots who helped
protect the country
during World War Il.

RUSSIA-SYRIA Russian
President Vladimir

Putin strongly defends
Moscow’s military
assistance to the Syrian
government, saying it’s
impossible to defeat

the Islamic State group
without cooperating with
Damascus.
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ISRAELI police clashed
with Palestinian protesters
yesterday in a third
straight day of unrest

at Jerusalem’s most
sensitive holy site. Police
spokeswoman Luba Samri
said police entered the Al-
Aqgsa mosque compound
early in the morning

to disperse a group of
protesters who had holed
up inside the mosque
overnight.

USA A wall of water
sweeps away two vehicles
carrying women and
children in a Utah-Arizona
border town, killing at
least eight people and
leaving five others missing
in a community that
serves as a home base for
polygamous sect leader
Warren Jeffs, authorities
say.





