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Kenya Brushing aside 
concerns for his security, 
Pope Francis arrived in 
Kenya yesterday for his 
first-ever visit to Africa, 
including Uganda and 
Central African Republic, 
a country torn by fighting 
between Christian and 
Muslims, marking the first 
time a pope has flown into 
an active armed conflict.

S KORea-USa A new 
nuclear treaty with the 
United States governing 
South Korea’s commercial 
nuclear activities during 
the next 20 years goes into 
effect. The treaty opens 
the possibility of South 
Korea gaining the ability to 
enrich uranium to produce 
non-weapons-grade nuclear 
fuel depending on future 
negotiations with the United 
States. 

MaLaySIa A third ship 
will join the deep sea hunt 
for a missing Malaysian 
airliner as the 13-month-old 
search of a huge expanse 
of the Indian Ocean ramps 
up during the southern 
hemisphere summer. 

aFGHanISTan Moldova’s 
interior minister says three 
citizens were on a helicopter 
ambushed by Taliban 
insurgents in northwestern 
Afghanistan.

JaPan should be doing 
more to help with the global 
catastrophe of asylum 
seekers, the head of the 
U.N. refugee body says. 

aUSTRaLIa Officials say at 
least two people have been 
killed and several others 
injured by huge wildfires that 
also destroyed homes near 
the southern Australian city 
of Adelaide and continue to 
burn out of control.

More on  backpage

galway to make 
local debut

putin sends air-defense 
missiles to syria

James Galway, known as 
“The Man of the Golden 
Flute,” is scheduled to 
perform a recital in Macau

The Russian President’s move 
raised the threat of a military 
confrontation between Turkey 
and Moscow
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singapore 
to trump hk 
in millionaire 
growth

WORLD BRIEFS Vanishing Chinese execs 
a mystery for HK market  P10
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Gov’t expects to spend 
more despite slumping 
income next year
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Man caught for 
bullet possession 
bound for Macau
Two persons have been detained 
at the Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport, in the Philippines capital 
Manila, for alleged bullet possession. 
According to the Philippine Star, one 
of the suspects, surnamed Udarbe, 
25, was bound for Macau when he 
was nabbed.

Aristocrat swings 
back to profit

Aristocrat Leisure, a manufacturer 
of slot machines and gaming 
systems, has recorded a full-year 
profit after a strong performance 
for the company in North America 
and the Asia-Pacific. Aristocrat 
said that its performance was 
driven by the successful acquisition 
and integration of Video Gaming 
Technologies in North America, 
along with improved sales in 
Asia. “Asia-Pacific performance 
improved with strong sales into 
new Macau openings during the 
period,” a representative explained. 
The Australian company recorded 
a net profit of USD186.4 million 
for the year ending September 30, 
recovering well from last year’s loss 
of USD16.4 million. Revenue rose 
85.7 percent to USD1.61 billion in 
the same period.

Welsh singers 
upload video shot 
in town announcing 
engagement
Welsh singer, actress and model 
Lucie Jones has publicized her 
engagement to singer fiancé Ethan 
Boroian, after the couple uploaded 
a YouTube video of Boroian using 
cards to spell the phrase “Will you 
marry me?”. The video features 
Boroian holding up the cards in 
various spots around the world, 
including Macau, Hong Kong, 
Chicago, Rome, Paris, and in 
Pentyrch in Cardiff – where Lucie 
Jones grew up. Jones revealed the 
happy news for the two former 
music television show contestants 
on Instagram, where the 24-year-
old shared a picture with her 
fiancé, the couple flaunting her new 
engagement ring. The caption read: 
“Absolutely over the moon. I DO!!!!! 
#cloud9.”

Philip Yeung, consultant 
to the vice-rector for aca-

demic affairs at the Universi-
ty of Macau, says that Hong 
Kong’s education sector needs 
a clear vision through which 
to effectively channel educa-
tion funds and donations, in 
order to give poorer students 
a chance at a meaningful edu-
cation.

Yeung does not accredit the 
failings of the education sector 
to a shortfall in funding but to 
an ineffective distribution of 
these funds. He says that the 
system needs to be reworked 
and not propped up, telling 
the South China Morning 
Post that “educational philan-
thropy is blooming [in Hong 
Kong]; every tycoon worth the 
epithet has an education foun-
dation to his name.”

Among the agencies catering 
to – as Yeung puts it – “nee-
dy students” are the richly 
endowed Quality Education 
Fund and the Jockey Club’s 

The government 
should step up the 

promotion of the English 
language in Macau in or-
der to transform the city 
into a world tourism and 
leisure hub, according to 
Hao Yu Fan, Dean of the 
Faculty of Social Sciences 
at the University of Ma-
cau. 

“If we only want to have 
a regional center of tou-
rism, maybe Cantonese, 
Chinese or Portuguese 
will be sufficient. But if 
we want to uplift the city 
into a world class one, 
I think the government 
should give more support 
to the English promotion 
of various kinds and also 
to build up certain in-
frastructure for people to 
read in English,” the UM 
scholar, who specializes 
in public administration, 
told a TDM reporter, ad-

An international print-
making exchange – which 

will focus on contemporary 
works – will be held at the Ma-
cau Museum of Art and inau-
gurated on Saturday at 5 p.m.

The 2nd Macau Printmaking 
Triennial was planned by ex-
perienced local printmaker 
Wong Cheng Pou. Organizers 
said that this edition, the first 
to accept global submissions, 
received more than 560 works 
from across 22 countries for 
consideration.

Of the submissions, a total of 
122 selected works will be dis-
played in thematic exhibitions 
such as the “Masters Exhibi-
tion” and the “Specially Selec-
ted Entries” exhibition.

The selected works cover a 
wide range of techniques and 
plates, such as traditional 
woodcuts, silkscreen and co-
pper etching. Modern prints 
that use digital printing and 
waterless lithography will also 

International 
printmaking exchange 
returns on Saturday

Scholar believes 
more English language 
support needed 

Students in Hong Kong 

Consultant says HK education 
system needs overhaul

education trust.
Yeung marks the distinc-

tion between the offerings 
to public schools and to elite 
colleges.  The funds offered to 
elite schools are now being di-
verted to fee-charging Direct 
Subsidy Scheme Schools, a 
choice which is widening the 

gap between the two systems 
and leaving “only crumbs for 
the poor.”

And the difference between 
the educational offerings af-
fects the choice of teaching 
strategies among educational 
institutions. 

In order to offer their stu-

ding that more support 
should be given to local 
English-language media. 

Hao Yu Fan also ar-
gued that the government 
needs to expand the re-
gion’s transport infras-
tructure by increasing 
the airport capacity and 
upgrading the ferry ter-
minals. “The convenient 
access for international 
travelers to Macau will be 
something that the gover-
nment should put on the 
agenda,” Hao Yu Fan said. 

“Macau is a city full of 
culture. But that culture, 
with hundreds of years of 
East and West interaction, 
has not been fully explo-
red and understood by the 
international community. 
In a sense, if we pay atten-
tion to dig into the cultural 
aspect of tourism, there’s 
a lot to harvest,” he com-
mented. 

be featured, demonstrating 
the diversity of contemporary 
printmaking.

Participating artists inclu-
de local printmaker Cheong 
Cheng Wa, whose copper et-
ching “Macau People” was 
awarded first prize. 

“Gray Snow” by Chinese 
printmaker Wang Li Xing won 
second prize, and “After Rain” 
by Chinese-American artist 
Qing Yu Jian received third 
prize.

Several exhibition spaces will 
display the 122 selected works, 
including the “Chinese Print-
making New Scene” at the Tap 
Seac Gallery, the “European 
and American Poetic Print-
making” at the Rui Cunha Fou-
ndation, “A Look at Asia” at 
the Art for All Society Macau, 
as well as the “Hong Kong x 
Macao x Taiwan” at the Macau 
Design Centre.

The exhibitions will run until 
Feb. 24, 2016.

dents the opportunity to be 
accepted into a publicly fun-
ded university, poorer schools 
are left with only one option: 
ceaselessly drilling their stu-
dents in preparation for the 
do-or-die public examination, 
which Yeung says “is hopeles-
sly beyond their reach.”

For the typical poor nei-
ghborhood school, as many 
as 95 percent of students have 
little chance of being admitted 
to a publicly funded university. 
  The problem with the do-or-
die approach is that it starves 
students of “educational exci-
tement” – with precious for-
mative years lost on meanin-
gless repetitive exercises. 

Yeung says that bureaucrats 
could be a part of the solution 
if they were to allow experi-
mental classrooms to coexist 
within the public system. “If 
they can’t solve the problem, 
they should at least let others 
repair the system,” he added. 
Staff reporter
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COOpeRATiOn Lawmaker Ng 
Kuok Cheong has urged the admi-
nistration to join the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership, which was inked on 
October 5 by 12 countries. He re-
ckoned that the region, with its his-
tory of free trade, should explore the 
possibility of a presence in the part-
nership given possible conditions to 
overcome thresholds set out in the 
agreement. Despite China’s absence 
in the deal, the lawmaker called on 
the government to approach Beijing 
to discuss its entry into the pact that 
is expected to create the world’s lar-
gest free trade area.

enviROnmenT Zheng Anting 
called on the authorities to hammer 
out long-term strategies to make 
the region more environmentally 
friendly. In his opinion, it is crucial 
to come forward with measures 
to shore up local recyclers, which 
have been left facing financial and 
geographical obstacles. In addition, 
he urged the government to move 
forward on its agenda of dealing 
with inert waste and aged vehicles. 
He also expressed wishes to see 
specific measures rolled out to en-
courage waste reduction.

eDUCATiOn Following a mi-
d-year survey that has found local 
youngsters tend to sacrifice their 
dreams for better-paying jobs, 
lawmaker Lau Veng Seng urged 
the government to encourage self-
discovery and pursuit of dreams 
among middle and primary school 
students through education. He 
thought that it would be hard to 
achieve economic sustainability 
with possible loss of talents as a re-
sult of the worrying trend. 

An emergency drill has been held at the University of Macau’s new campus. The drill tested a scenario in which the underwater tunnel connecting the campus 
and Taipa could not be used. The victims were transferred to Macau for medical treatment via the Hengqin checkpoint.

ONE SHOT NEWS

MACAU澳聞
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The Legislative As-
sembly (AL) yester-
day afternoon passed 
the government’s bu-

dget for the next fiscal year on 
the first reading. Lawmakers 
have raised eyebrows over 
the administration’s increa-
sed spending against the ba-
ckground of possible falling 
income.

The authorities expected 
to take in a total of around 
MOP103.25 billion next year, 
an amount 13.9 percent less 
than the target revised in 
April in response to the vola-
tile gaming economy.

The Secretary for Economy 
and Finance Lionel Leong ex-
plained that the authorities’ 
estimate was responsive to 
the expected MOP70 billion 
plunge in next year’s gaming 
tax, in contrast to this year’s 
forecast MOP84 billion.

Albeit the major source of 
income is expected to narrow 
in the near future, the gover-
nment has broadened its bu-
dgeted spending by 1.5 per-
cent to roughly MOP85.038 
billion.

“We hope to ensure social 
welfare is unaffected,” explai-
ned Leong. “Therefore, we 
continue to pour money in 
the medical and educational 
sectors.”

He added that the prospecti-
ve increase was concluded ba-
sed on promised initiatives to 
enhance civil servants’ remu-
neration, pensions and other 
financial support for society.

Lawmaker Lei Cheng I 
pointed out one of the go-
vernment’s hefty financial 
burdens which has remained 
long unaddressed – money 

airport to return 
part of loan 
this year

administrative revamp authorized 

The mACAU International 
Airport Company will pay off 
its approximately MOP1.7 
billion debt in phases to the 
government. The first pay-
ment of MOP86.39 million 
will be delivered within the 
year and followed by another 
equivalent amount in the first 
phase of next year. The rest of 
the repayment will be subject 
to the company’s future finan-
cial standing, according to the 
financial authorities. It was 
also said that the last payment 
could only be made after 2023 
in the third stage.

The legislATURe also 
passed a bill on the second read-
ing that allows the Cultural Affairs 
Bureau and Sports Development 
Board to respectively take on part 

of the Civil and Municipal Affairs 
Bureau’s functions from the be-
ginning of next year. The split in 
function is expected to make the 
public service less bureaucratic.

Lionel Leong yesterday at the AL (center)

AL PLeNARy

Gov’t expects to spend more 
despite slumping income next year

spent on office rents for ac-
commodation of government 
agencies in private buildings 
owing to land scarcity.

She indicated that the spen-
ding is expected to grow arou-
nd 38 percent next year from 
this year, which has already 
seen a 69.1 percent increment 
from the preceding year.

According to the secretary, 
the authorities were pres-
sed for increased rent by 
their landlords, with arou-
nd MOP700 million spent 
annually. However, this ex-
penditure will rise to MOP1 
billion next year.

Leong said that only a new 
establishment big enough to 
house public services could 
relieve their plight. The au-
thorities have reserved land 
for construction of adminis-
trative facilities in the pros-
pective reclaimed area. 

With the execution rate of 
the government’s investment 
plans long hovering under 50 
percent, the authorities have 
reduced the budget by almost 
one quarter for next year to 
roughly MOP11.07 billion 
from MOP14.68 billion this 
year.

The official explained that 

on the lawmakers’ 
agenda

this was not due to the expec-
ted drop in earnings. Instead, 
he said that the estimate came 
after multiple talks with the 
Secretary for Transport and 
Public Works, Raimundo Ro-
sário, who aimed to “enhance 
the rate based on the actual 
circumstances.”

Lawmaker Mak Soi Kun was 
critical of the government’s 
plans. Having a construction 
background himself, he re-
ckoned that the authorities 
should pursue local economic 
improvement with deepened 
investment under the slow-
down of the global economy.

Additionally, the sum of 
money earmarked for certain 
organizations is said to have 
grown by 4.8 percent from 
this year’s predicted amount 
to MOP11.38 billion. The 
government’s comprehen-
sive spending for next year 
was budgeted at around 
MOP91.36 billion.
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JAmes Galway, the master or-
chestral musician and solo flau-

tist who has earned the title “The 
Man of the Golden Flute,” is schedu-
led to perform a recital at the Macau 
Cultural Center (CCM) in late Ja-
nuary.

In his Macau debut, Galway will 
bring interpretations of a wide ran-
ge of masterpieces by musical le-
gends such as Philippe Gaubert, Cé-
cile Chaminade and baroque master 
Marin Marais, among many others.

Mr Galway is regarded by many 
as a passionate advocate for the 
making and teaching of music, and 
one who crosses musical bounda-
ries as both an orchestral player and 
a soloist. He has played with some 
of the most prestigious orchestras 
in the world, including the Royal 
Philharmonic, the London Sym-
phony Orchestra, and the Berlin 
Philharmonic.

While he has sold over 30 million 
albums, Galway has also collabo-
rated on respected projects such 
as the soundtrack to “The Lord of 
the Rings,” and has performed with 
Ray Charles, Elton John and An-
drea Bocelli.

The Sino-Asia Pacific Medical Forum was 
established this week in Manila. Its envi-

saged purpose is to be a regional healthcare 
body which aims to tackle medical challenges 
facing Asia. The forum seeks to bring together 
doctors from around the world to address the 
needs of patients in the region – beginning 
with a preliminary series of panels held in the 
Philippines and in Macau.

During the event, Manson Fok, Dean of the 
Faculty of Health Sciences at the Macau Uni-
versity of Science and Technology (MUST), 
and overall Chair of the forum, presided over 
several panels in both the Philippines and Ma-
cau in order to stimulate collaborative efforts 
as a means of “creating new ways of advancing 
science for the peoples of the Asia-Pacific.”

At the inaugural session in Manila, the Sum-
mit Chairman of the Sino-Asia Pacific Medi-
cal Forum, Billy Chan, said, “We are honored 
to have invited some of the best doctors and 
professors from all around the world to be 
present here in this important forum.”

Asia’s most influential medical associations 
and the some of the world’s most prominent 
scientists have also agreed to participate in 
the forum, including the Association of Medi-
cal Doctors of Asia, the Chinese Medical Doc-
tors Association, and the Philippine Medical 
Association. Staff reporter

MUST Dean chairs 
Macau-Philippines 
medical partnership 
panels

James Galway

MUSIc

‘Man of the Golden Flute’ 
to make local debut

He was honored twice by Queen 
Elizabeth II for his services to mu-
sic and has won numerous prizes, 
such as the Gramophone Lifetime 
Award.

The master flautist’s concert is or-

ganized by CCM, and will be staged 
in the Grand Auditorium. Tickets 
for the performance will be availa-
ble from this Sunday at CCM’s box 
office and through Macau Ticketing 
Network outlets.
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A hospitality lea-
dership program 
targeting senior 
executives ope-

ned on Tuesday. The ini-
tiative is jointly organized 
by the University of Macau 
(UM) and the Asia-Pacific 
Academy of Economics and 
Management (APAEM). 

“Macau is showing lar-
ge corrections in terms 
of economics, and some 
employees may not imme-
diately react and adjust to 
the market changes,” said 
Jacky So, dean of the Fa-
culty of Business Admi-
nistration and director of 
the APAEM. “The industry 
is now streamlining the 
labor structure. We hope 
to help the industry tide 
over these difficulties and 
challenges by nurturing 
local talent.”

Christopher Palmeri

The Campaign for Accountability, a group 
that accused casino billionaire Sheldon 

Adelson earlier this month of tolerating pros-
titution at his Las Vegas Sands Corp. empire, 
has retracted that allegation, saying the in-
formation has been repudiated.

“Based on evidence provided by Mr. Adelson 
to CfA after its announcement, the allegation 
that Mr. Adelson tolerated and possibly pro-
moted prostitution has since been repudia-
ted,” the group said Tuesday in a statement. 
“CfA therefore retracts any statement asser-
ting or implying that Mr. Adelson tolerated 
prostitution in any way.”

The Campaign for Accountability on Nov. 3 
asked the U.S. Senate Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs and 
the Federal Election Commission to investi-
gate Adelson, the 82-year-old founder, chair-
man and chief executive officer of Las Vegas 
Sands, the world’s biggest casino company 
with operations in Singapore, China’s Macau, 
and the U.S. 

The group said it sought to determine the 
extent of the company’s connection to orga-
nized crime in China and whether funds tied 
to Chinese organized crime may be reaching 
American campaign committees. Bloomberg

Group retracts 
allegation Sands’ 
Adelson tolerated 
prostitution

Training program attracts 
35 gaming and hospitality 
executives

The training course at-
tracted 35 senior executi-
ves from the gaming and 
hospitality industry and 
the apparel industry. It 
covers four main topics: 
changing customer pre-
ferences in the hospitali-
ty industry; the changing 

landscape of integrated re-
sorts; strategies and inno-
vation in hospitality; and 
adjusting to changes and 
economic reality.

Every year, the APAEM 
organizes a variety of exe-
cutive development pro-
grams and invites experts 

and scholars from both 
academia and industry to 
give lectures on various 
topics. The aim of the pro-
grams is to nurture inter-
nationally competitive and 
socially responsible future 
leaders for Macau and the 
Asia-Pacific region.
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’Tis the sea-
son to be jolly 
and Grand 
Hyatt Macau 
is presenting 
‘An Enchan-
ting Eco-frien-
dly Christ-
mas’. Guests 
arriving at the 
hotel will see a collection of 
Christmas trees rising from the 
fountain at the entrance, inside 
the lobby and throughout the 
hotel. The ambience sets the 
scene for year-end celebrations, 
including a buffet at mezza9 Ma-
cau and holiday afternoon tea 
set at the Lobby Lounge, along 
with gifts at the Lobby Christmas 
Boutique and the Grand Count-
down Party to usher in 2016.

The National Business Avia-
tion Convention & Exhibition 
2015 (NBAA 2015), the lar-
gest business aviation trade 
show in the world, was held 
in Las Vegas, USA from 17-
19 November. Mr. Cui Guang, 
Director of the Logistics and 
General Aviation Development 
Department (LGD) and Mr. Jim 
Leung, Manager of the LGD 
represented Macau Internatio-
nal Airport Co., Ltd. (CAM) at 
this event. 

World business aviation 
companies, business jet ma-
nufacturers, operators and 
services providers showcased 
their products, resources and 
services, and also conducted 
business trade and exchanged 
business aviation viewpoints 

Air Supply is set to return to 
The Venetian Macao almost 
three years after their last con-
cert. The Australian duo will 
bring their rock tunes to The 
Venetian Theatre on Saturday 
Dec. 12 with ‘Air Supply Live 
in Concert’. Tickets go on sale 
today. 

Since they met over 40 years 
ago, singer-songwriter and 
guitarist Graham Russell and 
lead vocalist Russell Hitchco-
ck have entertained people 
all over the world with their 
classic songs including the top 
ten hit “All Out of Love.” The 
song proved to be so popular 
internationally that it has been 
recorded by many different ar-
tists over the years, including 
Cantopop singer Alan Tam 

eco-friendly christmas 
at grand hyatt macau

mia representatives attend nbaa 2015 
in las vegas

australian rock duo air supply 
to perform at the venetian 

Championing a healthier 
planet, Grand Hyatt Macau 
decided to take a purposeful 
approach to Christmas decora-
tion. Instead of the usual plastic 
and tinsel, the hotel chose to 
repurpose objects used around 
the hotel and creatively trans-
form them. The brainchild of 
General Manager Paul Kwok, 
the Enchanting Eco-friendly 
Christmas theme took a full year 
to plan, prepare and actualize. 
Grand Hyatt Macau’s Florist 
Master Steven Lu designed se-
ven different types of Christmas 
trees using 100 percent repur-
posed materials, ranging from 
glass vases and wine bottles to 
kitchen utensils and party hats, 
and illuminated them with low- 
wattage LED lighting. 

during the event. As Macau 
International Airport is actively 
developing business aviation 
related services in the coming 
years, NBAA 2015 was a great 
platform for CAM to acquire the 
latest global business aviation 
development information and 
to learn ideas and experience 
from other professionals.

who made the song a hit in 
Hong Kong in 1981.  

The December’s concert 
marks the fourth time the duo 
has played The Venetian Ma-
cao, having performed earlier 
in 2007, 2008 and 2012.

BUSINESS分析

Norman P. Aquino

Philippine regulators will investigate ac-
cidents involving Mitsubishi Motors Corp.’s 

Montero Sport vehicles after complaints they 
can speed out of control.

The Trade Department formed a panel that 
will conduct the probe and recommend actions 
including a possible product recall or sales ban, 
if warranted, according to a copy of an order is-
sued by Undersecretary Victorio Mario Dima-
giba yesterday. The investigation will cover 
sudden and unintended acceleration incidents 
from 2010 to 2015.

“We’ve done a series of tests in 2011 inclu-
ding by our principals in Japan and found no-
thing wrong with the Montero Sport,” Mitsu-
bishi Motors Philippines Corp. Vice President 
Froilan Dytianquin said by telephone. Other 
countries haven’t reported similar accidents, 
he said.

The Philippine unit also issued a statement 
on its website, saying “the performance and 
behavior of the Montero Sport is completely 
dependent on driver action and reaction, and 
that the vehicle will only move upon driver in-
tervention.”

Congressman Neri Colmenares also filed a 
resolution yesterday seeking to probe the acci-
dents after being approached by two complai-
nants who had accidents in the past two mon-
ths, he said by telephone.

“These accidents have been reported as early 
as 2011 so we want to know why our regulators 
haven’t acted on some complaints,” Colmena-
res said. “The House investigation will also try 
to find out whether there’s a need to amend the 
Lemon Law or Consumer Act.” Bloomberg

Philippines to probe 
accidents involving 
Mitsubishi vehicles

Annie Lee and Daniela Wei

ChOw Tai Fook 
Jewellery Group 
Ltd. gained the 
most in close to 

two years after the wor-
ld’s largest publicly traded 
jewelry chain declared a 
special dividend even as 
it posted the steepest de-
cline in semi-annual profit 
since listing.

The stock climbed 6 per-
cent to HKD6.23 by the 
close of trading yesterday 
in Hong Kong, the biggest 
advance since January 
2014. The benchmark 
Hang Seng Index lost 0.4 
percent.

The company said Tues-
day it will pay a special 
dividend of 42 Hong Kong 
cents per share, the first 
since it went public in 
2011, in order to return 
excess cash to sharehol-
ders. Net income fell 42 
percent to HK$1.56 billion 
($201 million) for the six 
months ended September, 
the jeweler said Tuesday, 
in line with its profit war-
ning issued Nov. 10.

The special dividend is 
only “a short-term stimu-
lus because the share price 
still depends on the long 
term earnings outlook,” 
while Hong Kong’s retail 
outlook remained challen-
ging as mainland visitors’ 
purchasing power has 
declined, Albert Yip, an 
analyst at Guangfa Securi-

Chow Tai Fook rises 
after company declares 
surprise dividend 

ties Co. said.
Chow Tai Fook’s shares 

have plummeted 41 per-
cent year to date, compa-
red with the 4.7 percent 
decline in the benchmark 
Hang Seng Index, as Chi-
na’s economic slowdown 
hurt luxury retailers. The 
company is also propo-
sing an interim dividend 
of 8 Hong Kong cents per 
share.

Capital expenditure for 
the fiscal year to March 
2016 is expected to fall to 
less than HK$1.5 billion, 
from its previous forecast 
of HK$2 billion, Finance 
Director Hamilton Cheng 
said in Hong Kong after 
the results were annou-

nced. The chain plans to 
open about 60 stores in 
the period, and won’t at-
tempt to meet its target 
of adding 150 to 200 new 
stores each fiscal year, he 
added.

“We expect its funda-
mentals to remain weak 
in the second half of 2016, 
but see earnings stabili-
zing next year,” Jefferies 
Group LLC analysts led 
by Kevin Chee wrote in a 
report.

The chain will shut outle-
ts that do not perform 
well, but doesn’t plan 
to lay off workers, said 
Chairman Henry Cheng. 
“The retail market is soft 
now, but I think it’s just 

short-term. I don’t have 
any plans on expanding 
overseas,” he said, adding 
it will instead focus on the 
Hong Kong, Macau and 
mainland China busines-
ses. The company last 
year said it’ll explore other 
markets as it follows Chi-
nese customers traveling 
overseas.

Chow Tai Fook reported 
sales in the six months 
through September fell 
4.1 percent to HK$28.1 
billion, while same store 
sales, referring to outlets 
open at least a year, slum-
ped 18 percent in Hong 
Kong and Macau. Same 
store sales in mainland 
China rose 0.1 percent.

Chow Tai Fook’s re-
tail network expanded to 
2,286 points of sales as of 
end-September, with a net 
addition of 29 during the 
period, it said Tuesday.

About one-third of the 
chain’s Hong Kong sto-
res renew their lease 
agreements each year, 
and the company may re-
quest rental reductions for 
those outlets of 30 per-
cent on average, or more 
in some cases, Hamilton 
Cheng said.

The company had shut 
three outlets in Hong Kong 
in the six months to Sep-
tember, and may “make 
adjustments” to as many 
as eight outlets in the city 
in the latter half of the fis-
cal year, he added. AP
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BUSINESS 分析

Tim Culpan

Things were going so 
well for Xiaomi Corp. 
Customers were lining 
up, investors were 

swooning and the Beijing-ba-
sed startup closed funding at a 
USD45 billion valuation. That 
was last year.

Now the high-flying smar-
tphone maker is stumbling. 
Founder Lei Jun’s latest busi-
ness, one of China’s most exci-
ting startup stories of the past 
few years, is likely to miss its 
own goal of selling 80 million 
smartphones this year, accor-
ding to two people with know-
ledge of its production plans. 
Suppliers also cut their internal 
targets for Xiaomi in anticipa-

 
Hype and hope 
seem to have 
been the two 
key drivers.

PETER FuHRMAN
CHAiRMAN AND CEO, CHiNA FiRST 

CAPITAL

Xiaomi’s USD45b valuation seen 
‘unfeasible’ as growth cools

tion of the shortfall, they said.
Xiaomi’s falter shows the 

startup’s challenge in trying 
to maintain momentum after 
a meteoric ascent past Apple 
Inc. and Samsung Electronics 
Co. in China. Investors bou-
ght into the company’s story of 
youthful disruption and online 
sales, yet the subsequent lowe-
ring of China’s growth target 
and the copying of its sales 
strategy by rivals have neutra-
lized Xiaomi’s first-mover ad-
vantage, putting its high price 
tag in doubt.

“All those expectations of 
growth aren’t being realized, 
which now makes that $45 
billion valuation unfeasible,” 
said Alberto Moel, an analyst 
at Sanford C Bernstein in Hong 

Kong. “The argument was that 
their business is kind of like 
Apple and they’re growing 
very fast, but they’re no longer 
growing so fast and they’re not 
as good as Apple.”

Domestic shipments of Xiao-
mi smartphones, including its 
premium Mi 4 and more eco-
nomical Redmi series, dropped 
8 percent in the third quarter 
from a year earlier, its first-e-
ver decline, according to re-
searcher Canalys. IHS, another 
research firm, estimates that 
Xiaomi shipments dropped 3.9 
percent, barely maintaining 
the lead over Huawei Techno-
logies Co.

That’s a big change from the 
bold growth projections used 
to justify Xiaomi’s tag as one 

of the world’s most-valuable 
technology startups. In Mar-
ch of last year, Lei predicted 
selling 100 million smartpho-
nes in 2015. Through the first 
nine months of this year, Xiao-
mi shipped about 53 million 
smartphones.

With its optimistic forecast, 
Xiaomi secured $1.1 billion in 
December from investors in-
cluding GIC Pte., All-Stars In-
vestment Ltd. and DST. Xiaomi 
drew comparisons to Alibaba 
Group Holding Ltd., the Chine-
se e-commerce company that 
months earlier held the largest 
initial public offering ever.

At 3.75 times last year’s $12 
billion in revenue, Xiaomi’s 
fundraising gave it a price-to-
sales ratio exceeding that of 
Apple, which currently trades 
at 2.9.

That pricing of Xiaomi does 
not seem to have been based 
on any known or accepted 
valuation methodology, said 
Peter Fuhrman, chairman and 
CEO of China First Capital. 
“Hype and hope seem to have 
been the two key drivers,” he 
said.

In March, after that round 
of funding and after China set 
its lowest growth target in 15 
years, Lei trimmed his earlier 
prediction to “80 million to 
100 million” units for the year.

Its first year-on-year decline 
came during a quarter when 
Xiaomi released its Redmi 
Note 2, a lower-priced handset 
that sold for an average of 801 
yuan ($125) each. On Tuesday 
it unveiled a metallic version of 
that phone with a fingerprint 
sensor, as well as a new tablet 
computer and air purifier.

Growth might be reignited in 
the fourth quarter by China’s 
Nov. 11 Singles’ Day shopping 
promotions and the latest ver-
sion of the Redmi Note. The 
company, which traditionally 
unveils an update to its mar-
quee Mi smartphones during 
the third quarter, hasn’t yet 
announced a Mi 5 after last 
year’s Mi 4. Bloomberg
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The government of Mo-
zambique has bought 

200 buses from Chinese 
company Yutong Bus Co. to 
improve the public trans-
port network in the capital, 
Maputo and its outskirts, 
said the Permanent Se-
cretary of the Ministry for 
Transport and Communi-
cations.

Pedro Augusto Inglês told 
Mozambican daily newspa-
per Diario de Moçambique, 
that the first 100 buses had 
arrived at the port of Mapu-
to, with the remaining 100 
due to arrive in December 
and February next.

The acquisition is the 
result of a partnership 
between the Ministry of 
Transport and Communi-
cations, through the Deve-
lopment Fund for Trans-
port and Communications 
and Sir Motors, a company 
focused on import, sale and 
servicing of vehicles.

The managing director of 
Sir Motors, Amad Kamal, 
said the buses would be 

sold to the Mozambican Fe-
deration of Road Transpor-
ters, which will put them 
into service in the cities of 
Maputo and Matola and the 
southern districts of Boane, 
Marracuene and Manhica.

Kamal said, however, that 
his company had set up a 
public-private partnership 
with the state-owned port 
and railway company CFM 
for the acquisition of 126 
carriages, 30 of which are 
for the overground light rail 
system.

Last October 15 carriages 
started operating on the 
southern rail system and 
14 in the central system, as 
part of the first batch of 70 
units, which included 62 
carriages and eight trucks.

The Yutong Bus Co. is 
part of Yutong Group, ba-
sed in Zhengzhou, in Chi-
na’s Henan Province. Its 
main business is manufac-
turing buses, along with 
production of machinery 
for construction, and real 
estate.  MDT/Macauhub

Mozambique purchase 
200 buses from China’s 
Yutong

Chinese group HNA, the 
owner of Hainan Airli-

nes, has established a strategic 
partnership with Brazilian car-
rier Azul by purchasing a stake 
of 23.7 percent for USD450 
million, the group said in a sta-
tement.

The investment made by the 
Chinese group, making it the 
largest single shareholder of the 
Brazilian company and entitled 
to two seats on the board, plans 

Hainan Airlines group 
becomes main shareholder 
of Brazilian carrier Azul

 Azul’s founder 
acquired 61 
percent of 
Portuguese 
flagship airline 
TAP-Portugalto benefit from the substantial 

increase in passenger traffic be-
tween China and Brazil.

The statement added that 
through this partnership the 
two airlines would cooperate 
through code-sharing agree-
ments, new routes as well as the 
expansion of customer loyalty 
programmes.

Azul is the largest airline in 
Brazil in terms of number of ci-
ties served, with more than 900 

daily flights to over 100 destina-
tions.

The HNA Group, in turn, owns 
the fourth largest airline in Chi-
na by fleet size, with 561 aircraft 
serving over 630 domestic and 
international destinations.

American entrepreneur David 
Neeleman, who founded Azul in 
2008, partnered Portuguese en-
trepreneur Humberto Pedrosa, 
in the Gateway consortium, to 
acquire 61 percent of Portugue-
se flagship airline TAP-Portugal, 
following a partial privatization 
of the state airline.  MDT/Macauhub
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Kelvin Chan, Business Writer, 
Hong Kong 

The chairman of the Hong 
Kong arm of one of China’s 

biggest securities companies 
goes missing. The head of ano-
ther firm resurfaces after mon-
ths incommunicado. An execu-
tive at a film studio is detained 
for allegedly taking bribes.

They’re not plot outlines for 
crime novels but real life ca-
ses lifted from the normally 
dry Hong Kong stock exchange 
filings of Chinese companies 
over the past year.

The latest example came 
Monday when Guotai Junan 
International Holdings Ltd., 
the Hong Kong unit of a Chi-
nese securities company, said 
it has been unable to reach its 
chairman and chief executive 
Yim Fung since Nov. 18, sen-
ding its shares plummeting 12 

Kelvin Chan, Business Writer, 
Hong Kong

Sh A R e h O l D e R s 
have foiled Hong Kong 

tycoon Li Ka-shing’s 
USD12.4 billion proposal 
to combine his infras-
tructure and utility com-
panies, dealing a setback 
to the billionaire known 
as “Superman” for his bu-
siness acumen.

By voting against Cheu-
ng Kong Infrastructu-

 
china doesn’t 
have a system 
of law like 
Hong Kong. In 
china you can 
disappear.

JAMIE ALLEN
SECRETARY GENERAL, ASIAN 

CORPORATE GOVERNANCE 
ASSOCiATiON

HONG KONG

Vanishing mainland execs a 
vexatious mystery for HK market  

percent.
Speculation swirled in local 

media that his disappearance 
was related to a recently laun-
ched investigation into a senior 
official at China’s securities re-
gulator. That probe is part of a 
broad crackdown on the finan-
ce industry following China’s 
stock market meltdown over 
the summer. The company said 
it would appoint temporary re-
placements for Yim but decli-
ned further comment.

Such cases would be highly 
unusual for other global finan-
cial centers, but have become 
commonplace in Hong Kong, 
where the city’s stock exchange 
allows international investors 
to access an increasing num-
ber of mainland Chinese com-
panies.

They highlight some of the 
risks of investing in China’s 
public companies, which ope-

rate in an opaque political and 
legal system, and face addi-
tional uncertainty because of 
President Xi Jinping’s ongoing 
and wide-ranging assault on 
corruption.

“It shows on one level that in-
vesting in some of these com-
panies is quite risky,” said Ja-
mie Allen, secretary general of 
the Asian Corporate Governan-
ce Association. “It also says a 
lot about the legal and political 
system in China. China doesn’t 
have a system of law like Hong 
Kong. In China you can disa-
ppear.”

Hong Kong’s legal and finan-
cial systems are separate from 
mainland China’s.

Among the Hong Kong-listed 
Chinese companies that have 
reported missing executives 
this year:

— Waste disposal company 
Dongjiang Environmental 

Co. last month suspended its 
shares from trading becau-
se it couldn’t reach Chairman 
Zhang Weiyang before a sche-
duled board meeting. The com-
pany said it later found out 
from Zhang’s family that he 
was being investigated “by the 
relevant authority” in China, 

although it didn’t say why.
— Shopping mall and depart-

ment store operator Century 
Ginwa Retail Holdings said in 
September that its chairman, 
Wu Yijian, who went missing 
in mid-May, had resurfaced 
and gone back to work. He ex-
plained to the company that 
he was “assisting the relevant 
department” of the Chinese go-
vernment with an investigation 
while he was away, without dis-
closing further details.

— China Aircraft Leasing 
Group said in June it was not 
able to reach its CEO, Mike 
Poon, after he submitted his 
resignation while he was in the 
middle of his annual vacation. 
The company said Poon didn’t 
give any reason for his depar-
ture in his resignation letter. 
Nor did he make any reference 
to news reports in Hong Kong 
and mainland Chinese media 
that said he might be caught up 
in a Chinese government inves-
tigation into China Southern 
Airlines, which is a customer of 
China Aircraft Leasing.

Aside from disappearing exe-
cutives, much more clear-cut 
announcements of alleged 
wrongdoing are a recurring 
theme at Hong Kong-listed 
Chinese companies.

Among the slew of cases this 
year, Alibaba Pictures Group 
Ltd., the film arm of the Chi-
nese e-commerce giant, said 
one of its directors, Patrick Liu 
Chunning, was detained by the 
Public Security Bureau in con-
nection with an investigation 
into the “alleged receipt of bri-
bes” while Liu worked at In-
ternet company Tencent Hol-
dings. The company said the 
charges were unrelated to his 
employment at Alibaba.

A Chinese investigation is not 
always the only reason for an 
executive’s disappearance.

Pearl Oriental Oil Ltd. said in 
late September it was unable to 
contact Chairman Wong Kwan, 
who had been due in a Hong 
Kong court on fraud charges.

In October, police in Taiwan 
freed him from a gang of kid-
nappers who had been holding 
him captive for more than a 
month and demanding a ran-
som of HK$70 million (USD9 
million). AP

Shareholders foil ‘Superman’ Li Ka-shing’s USD12.4b deal  
re’s proposal to buy out 
Power Assets, sharehol-
ders thwarted Li’s plan to 
reshuffle his business em-
pire in order to accelerate 
its overseas expansion.

The results of the vote at 
a shareholders’ meeting 
were released in a stock ex-
change filing late Tuesday.

The deal’s failure also 
throws an unexpected 
wrench into the 87-year
-old Li’s plans to consoli-
date his sprawling empire 

before he hands the reins 
over to his eldest son, Vic-
tor. Earlier this year, Li 
merged his flagship com-

pany and its subsidiary 
and renamed the combi-
ned company CK Hutchi-
son Holdings.

Cheung Kong Infras-
tructure Holdings Ltd. 
said about half of minori-
ty shareholders voted for 
the plan, far less than the 
75 percent needed.

The company said in a 
statement it was “disa-
ppointed” that minority 
shareholders killed the 
deal. It was offering to 
swap new stock for all of 
the shares of Power Asse-
ts Holdings Ltd. it didn’t 
yet own.

The deal faced opposi-
tion from two influential 
investor advisory groups, 
Glass Lewis & Co. and 
Institutional Sharehol-
der Services, that didn’t 
believe it offered enough 
value.

It’s a rare defeat for Li, 
who’s been revered for 
decades in Hong Kong 
for his business acumen 
that’s earned him the 
nickname “Superman”. 
He has long been one of 
Asia’s richest people, with 
a fortune estimated at 
$33.3 billion, according 
to Forbes. AP

Li Ka-shing

bl
o

o
m

be
rg

People are reflected on an electronic stock indicator of a securities firm
Yim Fung, chairman and chief executive of Guotai Junan 
International Holdings Ltd.
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PResiDenT Xi Jinping 
will speak at a key cli-
mate change conference 
in Paris later this mon-

th, before making state visits 
to South Africa and Zimbabwe, 
officials announced yesterday.

Xi will also meet on the si-
delines of the conference with 
the presidents of France and 
the United States, Vice Foreign 
Minister Liu Zhenmin said. 
Xi will discuss climate chan-
ge and bilateral relations with 
Francois Hollande and Barack 
Obama on Nov. 30, he said.

US Deputy National Security 
Adviser Ben Rhodes said the 
opening-day meeting between 
the leaders of the U.S. and 
China, the two largest emit-
ters of carbon dioxide, “sends 
a strong message to the world 
about their shared commit-
ment to combat climate chan-
ge and see an ambitious agree-
ment achieved.”

Ahead of Paris, Obama stru-
ck major climate deals with 
China, hoping that a commit-
ment by the world’s largest 
polluter to cut emissions wou-
ld make it impossible for other 

Pooja Thakur Mahrotri 

SingApORe will ou-
tpace Hong Kong in 

growth in the ranks of 
millionaires over the next 
five years, with about one 
in 30 people qualifying as 
high net worth by 2020, 
swelled by Indians and 
Chinese keen to avoid so-
cial unrest, according to 
WealthInsight.

Millionaires, or high net 

Singapore to trump Hong Kong in millionaire growth

Chinese President Xi Jinping with US President Barack Obama 

Xi to give speech at opening 
of Paris climate conference 
developing nations to avoid 
making promises of their own. 
China, which is still building 
coal plants to fuel growing 
power consumption, plans to 
max out its carbon emissions 
around 2030, if not sooner. 

The Paris conference is ai-
med at crafting a new inter-
national agreement to reduce 
greenhouse gases. China has 
emerged as a leader in curbing 
such emissions six years after 
it was accused of obstructing 
the last high-level climate 
talks in Copenhagen. Obser-
vers hope China will persuade 
other developing nations to 
sign up to a deal.

From Dec. 1-2, Xi will visit 
Zimbabwe for the first time 
and meet with President Ro-
bert Mugabe. The visit will in-

clude cooperation agreements 
on infrastructure, investment, 
wildlife protection, financing 
and culture, said Zhang Ming, 
another vice foreign minister.

Xi will travel to South Afri-
ca from Dec. 2-5 to serve as 
co-chairman of the Forum on 
China-African Cooperation 
and for his second state visit 
to that country, including a 
meeting with President Jacob 
Zuma.

The China-African forum 
started as a ministerial-le-
vel dialogue 15 years ago. So 
far, 36 heads of state and five 
heads of government have 
confirmed they will attend to 
discuss “faster and better de-
velopment,” Zhang said.

Zhang said the forum will 
also discuss continued securi-

ty cooperation between Chi-
na and Africa.

Three Chinese civilians were 
among 19 people killed in an 

assault on a luxury hotel in 
Mali’s capital last week clai-
med by an Islamic extremist 
group. AP

beijing urges ‘differentiated 
responsibilities’ on climate change 

ChinA hAs called for the up-
coming Paris Climate Conference 
to be realistic about the different 
capabilities and responsibilities 
among developed and develop-
ing countries. The country hopes 
the gathering of world leaders 
later this month will stick to the 
principles outlined in the United 
Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change, Vice Foreign 
Minister Liu Zhenmin said at a 
press briefing yesterday. “The 

principles of equity, common but 
differentiated responsibilities and 
respective capabilities should be 
highlighted as they reflect the fact 
that developed countries have 
made a greater historical contribu-
tion to climate change,” said Liu. 
The conference should push for 
more concrete actions from devel-
oped countries, who are expected 
to honor their commitments to 
offer financing and technology to 
developing countries, he added. 

worth individuals, will 
increase 18.3 percent in 
Singapore over the pe-
riod compared to 15.6 
percent in Hong Kong, 
a WealthInsight report 
showed.

“Though Hong Kong has 
a much higher millionai-
re population than Sin-
gapore, 193,000 against 
154,000, recent events 
such as the umbrella re-
volution may have tur-

ned migratory HNWIs 
away from the city,” said 
Oliver Williams, head of 
WealthInsight. He was 
referring to events a year 
ago when students and 
riot police clashed for 
control of Hong Kong’s 
streets in a challenge to 
Chinese rule.

Singapore’s relative sta-
bility is underscored by 
its high net worth indi-
viduals having the lowest 

average wealth in Asia, 
at $5.2 million, reflec-
ting lower inequality. In-
donesia has the highest 
average wealth, at $6.5 
million. Germany’s weal-
thy, for example, have an 
average wealth of $3.2 
million, according to 
WealthInsight.

Singapore and Hong 
Kong are vying to beco-
me the pre-eminent fi-
nancial hub in the Asia-

Pacific. In Hong Kong, 
Chinese officials have 
called for voting out pro-
democracy lawmakers 
and reaffirmed the Com-
munist Party’s authority 
over the city in a deepe-
ning political rift, even 
as economic ties with the 
mainland grow stronger, 
from cross-border stock 
links to yuan-denomi-
nated bond sales to the 
millions of tourists who 

crowd local shops and 
hotels.

“Singapore’s burgeo-
ning financial marke-
ts, renowned private 
banking and superior 
quality of life are conti-
nuing to attract HNWIs 
from neighboring coun-
tries,’’ Williams said. 
“We’re currently seeing a 
large influx of Indian and 
Chinese millionaires into 
the country.’’ Bloomberg
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some in us military suspended 
for afghan hospital attack 

The U.s. commander in Af-
ghanistan says some of those 
most closely involved in the 
mistaken air attack on a hospital 
in Kunduz have been suspended 
from their duties. Gen. John 
Campbell isn’t giving names or 
saying how many people have 
been temporarily removed from 
their jobs. He said at a news 

conference yesterday in the Af-
ghanistan capital that those indi-
viduals will be subject to investi-
gation under the military justice 
or administrative discipline sys-
tems. Brig. Gen. Wilson Shoffner 
says some military personnel 
involved in the airstrike violated 
U.S. rules of engagement, but 
he’s not being more specific.
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ASIA-PACIFIC 亞太版

Robert Burns and Lynne O’Donnell, 
Washington 

The crew of a U.S. warplane 
that attacked a Doctors Wi-

thout Borders hospital in nor-
thern Afghanistan last month, 
killing and wounding dozens of 
civilians, misidentified the tar-
get, believing it to be a gover-
nment compound taken over 
by the Taliban, according to an 
investigation report obtained 
yesterday.

The report said the crew of 
the U.S. AC-130 gunship relied 
on a physical description of the 
compound provided by Afghan 
forces, which led the crew to at-
tack the wrong target. It said the 
intended target, thought to be 
under Taliban control and being 
used in part as a prison, was 450 
meters away from the hospital.

Investigators found no evi-
dence that the crew or the U.S. 
Special Forces commander on 
the ground who authorized the 
strike knew the targeted com-
pound was a hospital at the 
time of the attack.

The plane fired 211 shells at 
the compound over a 25-minu-
te period before commanders 
realized the mistake and orde-
red a halt, it says.

The report says the attack on 
Oct. 3 in the city of Kunduz kil-
led at least 31 civilians and in-
jured 28 others. Investigators 
determined that additional ci-
vilians likely were killed or in-
jured.

The investigation was led by 
U.S. Army Brig. Gen. Richard 
Kim and was comprised of re-
presentatives of NATO and 
the Afghan government. It was 
charged with determining facts 
surrounding the incident but 
not to assign blame.

Niniek Karmini, Jakarta 

AUThORiTies in-
creased security 

across Indonesia after a 
video appearing on social 
media threatened attacks 
against police and other 
targets, police and offi-
cials said yesterday.

Security was raised at 
airports, the presidential 
palace, foreign embas-
sies, and shopping cen-
ters in the capital after 
a threat was made by an 
Islamic militant group, 
said Jakarta police chief 
Maj. Gen. Tito Karna-
vian.

“There will be enhan-
ced security,” Karnavian 
told reporters. “But pu-

INdONeSIA 

Authorities increase security after 
Islamist video calls for terror attack

In this Friday, Oct. 16 file photo, an employee of Doctors Without Borders walks inside the charred remains of their hospital 
after it was hit by a U.S. airstrike in Kunduz

AfGHANISTAN

Doctors Without Borders hospital said 
to be misidentified before being bombed

blic vigilance and caution 
on suspicious behavior 
in their neighborhood is 
particularly important to 
ward off terror attacks.”

The video calling for 
attacks on Jakarta po-
lice headquarters and 
the presidential palace 
appeared on social me-
dia, including Facebook 
this weekend. It was blo-
cked by authorities on 
Monday.

The 9-minute voice-re-
corded video purportedly 
came from the East Indo-
nesia Mujahidin, led by 
the country’s most wan-
ted militant, Abu War-
dah Santoso, who has 
taken responsibility for 
the killings of several po-
lice officers and has pled-
ged allegiance to the Isla-
mic State group in Syria 
and Iraq.

Santoso faces charges 

of running a terrorist 
training camp in Poso, a 
flashpoint of terrorism in 
Central Sulawesi where 
a Muslim-Christian con-
flict killed at least 1,000 
people from 1998 to 
2002.

Indonesia’s security 
forces began a large ma-
nhunt early this month 
against Santoso and his 
group in their hideout in 
Poso.

Karnavian said poli-
ce are still investigating 
whether the speaker in 
the video, featuring a 
picture of Santoso with 
black Islamic State fla-
gs, is Santoso himself or 
a follower. But he said 
that he did not want to 
downplay any potential 
threat anytime a terrorist 
group calls for an attack.

In addition to the in-
creased security, Indo-

nesia’s alert level was up-
graded from “green” to 
“yellow” because of the 
threat to civil aviation af-
ter the Paris attacks, the 
Transportation Minis-
try’s spokesman Julius 
Barata said.

Indonesia, the world’s 
most populous Muslim 
nation, has seen a spa-
te of deadly attacks by 
the Jemaah Islamiyah 
network, including the 
2002 Bali bombings that 
killed 202 people, mostly 
foreign tourists. Strikes 
in recent years have been 
smaller and less deadly 
and have targeted gover-
nment authorities, main-
ly police and anti-terro-
rism forces. AP

A subsequent U.S. military 
investigation was done to look 
further at the case and to de-
termine accountability. Gen. 
John Campbell, the top U.S. 
commander in Afghanistan, 
was scheduled to make a public 
statement yesterday about the 
further investigation. Officials 
said they intended to release a 
summary of that probe but not 
the full report, which is about 
3,000 pages.

Doctors Without Borders, 
known by its French initials 
MSF, said earlier this month 

in its own report that several 
doctors and nurses were killed 
immediately, and patients who 
could not move burned to dea-
th in the ensuing fire. Hospital 
staff members made 18 attemp-
ts to call or text U.S. and Afghan 
authorities, the group said.

People fleeing the main buil-
ding were cut down by gunfire 
that appeared to track their mo-
vements, while a patient trying 
to escape in a wheelchair was 
killed by shrapnel, the MSF re-
port said.

A copy of the new report was 

obtained by The Associated 
Press yesterday. It has not been 
publicly released.

The report said investiga-
tors found no evidence that 
the Americans involved knew 
they were attacking a hospital. 
It said they found no evidence 
that key commanders, inclu-
ding the Afghans and the AC-
130 gunship crew, had access to 
a “no strike” list of targets that 
were off-limits to attack. Under 
U.S. rules of engagement, no 
hospital or similar facility is a 
valid target.

It is unclear whether the U.S. 
Special Forces commander on 
the ground, who authorized the 
air assault, had the map grid 
coordinates for the Doctors Wi-
thout Borders hospital available 
to him at the time he authorized 
the attack, the report said. The 
medical charity had provided 
GPS coordinates for its medical 
facilities in Kunduz to U.S. mili-
tary authorities in Kabul and to 
Afghan government officials on 
Sept. 29.

President Barack Obama has 
apologized for the attack, one of 
the worst incidents of civilian 
casualties in the 14-year history 
of the U.S war effort. AP
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PAKISTAN 
Prison suspends execution 
of paraplegic inmate
A prison official says Pakistan has have suspended 
the execution of the only paraplegic inmate on death 
row. Ahmad Nadeem, the chief of the prison in eastern 
city of Faisalabad, says he received the order from 
the Pakistani presidency, hours before yesterday’s 
scheduled execution. It was the fourth time that 
Abdul Basit’s life has been spared on humanitarian 
grounds. Basit, 43, has been on death row since 2009 
for a murder conviction. He became paralyzed from 
the waist down after contracting meningitis in 2010. 
Nadeem says the government will seek its legal options 
during the two-month suspension. His mother Nusrat 
Parveen has asked the government to free her son. 
Amnesty International says Pakistan has executed 
300 inmates since it lifted a moratorium on the death 
penalty late last year.

Pakistani fighter jet crashes, 
killing woman co-pilot
Pakistan’s Air Force says a fighter jet has crashed during 
a routine training exercise and that the aircraft’s female 
co-pilot died following the crash. A statement from the 
Air Force says there was a “serious in-flight emergency 
during the final stages” of the exercise over Punjab 
province on Tuesday and that both the pilot and co-
pilot of the FT-7PG aircraft ejected. Both were seriously 
injured and the female co-pilot later died of her injuries, 
becoming the first woman pilot in the Pakistani Air Force 
to die while in service. The jet crashed near the town of 
Kundian in Mianwali district.

Aijaz Hussain, Srinagar 

ThRee heavily armed 
rebels stormed an 

army camp in the Indian 
portion of Kashmir yes-

A Kashmiri Muslim protester shouts slogans amid tear gas smoke during a protest in Srinagar, Indian 
controlled Kashmir, Friday Oct. 30

Min Khi Thein and Esther Htusan, 
Hpakant 

POliCe in northern 
Myanmar said yester-
day they have ended 
efforts to find bodies in 

a jade mining landslide that kil-
led more than 100 people and 
highlighted the perilous condi-
tions created by a breakneck ef-
fort to dig up the world’s richest 
deposits of the green gem.

Separately, the government of 
Kachin state in the country’s far 
north has offered compensation 
of 600,000 kyats (USD550) to 
families of identified victims. 
The desultory sum reflects the 
limited resources of a state that 
is largely locked out of a mining 
bonanza worth billions.

The collapse early Saturday 
of a 60-meter mountain of dirt 
and debris created by industrial 
jade mining in Hpakant enve-
loped 70 makeshift huts and 
killed at least 113 people. Offi-
cials have said as many as 100 
people are still missing. Many 
of the dead were itinerant jade 
pickers and their families who 
made a living scavenging for 
scraps of jade in the debris left 
behind by mining companies.

Hpakant police officer Naing 
Win said search operations en-
ded yesterday morning.

The landslide was the area’s 
worst such disaster in recent 
memory, but dozens of other 
people have been killed or mai-
med in the past year. In Ja-
nuary, a landslide of unstable 
waste earth killed at least 30 
jade pickers.

The jade industry centered on 
Hpakant was worth more than 
$30 billion last year, according 
to an estimate by Global Wit-

Excavators search for bodies as workers and rescue personnel gather in Hpakant, Kachin State

 The death toll 
of 113 has been 
unchanged 
since Monday 
despite 
earthmoving 
machines being 
used in the 
search 

MyANMAR 

Search ends for victims 
of jade mining landslide  

ness, a group which investiga-
tes misuse of resource wealth. 
But there is so little invest-
ment in the region that vehi-
cles on the main road between 
Hpakant and the state capital 
need elephants to rescue them 
from the mud. Researchers be-
lieve the dark green rocks that 
can be the size of giant boulders 
are enriching individuals and 

companies tied to Myanmar’s 
former military rulers.

Lajun Ngan Seng, a Kachin 
state minister, on Tuesday said 
the families of 72 identified vic-
tims are being offered compen-
sation.

Naing Win, the police offi-
cer, said an association of the 
dozens of jade mining com-
panies in Hpakant could deci-

de further compensation. So 
far there has been no offer of 
compensation from Triple One 
and Yadana Yaung Chi, two mi-
ning companies that police say 
contributed in large part to the 
waste mountain.

The death toll of 113 has been 
unchanged since Monday des-
pite earthmoving machines 
being used in the search.

Zaw Zaw Aung, 29, said he has 
been searching for his parents 
for four days, but has only found 
traces of what was their home.

They ran a karaoke parlor in 
their home that was part of the 
community of huts obliterated 
by the landslide. They were at 
home when the landslide oc-
curred. Four other family mem-
bers were away.

“I still can’t believe what ha-
ppened to my parents,” he said. 
“I feel so bad. All I am seeing ri-
ght now is like a nightmare for 
me. I cannot deal with it.”

San Yin, 33, said she came to 
Hpakant three years ago from 
Rakhine state hundreds of 
miles away. She said she has 
always been fearful of such 
a disaster and tried to pick a 
safe spot to live. Eight months’ 
pregnant, she fears that no pla-
ce will offer her security.

“Of course, I was scared to 
live here and I was scared even 
more when I was told that 
everywhere here is very dange-
rous,” she said. “But where else 
can we live? This is the only 
place where we can stay.” AP

INdIA 

Soldiers kill 3 rebels who 
attack army camp in Kashmir

terday and were killed in 
a fierce gunbattle with sol-
diers, the army said.

A civilian worker with the 
army also was killed and an 
army officer was wounded 

in the fighting, which took 
place close to the heavily 
militarized line of control 
dividing Kashmir between 
India and Pakistan, said 
another officer, who spoke 
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on condition of anonymity 
because he was not autho-
rized to talk to reporters. 

He said the militants 
used grenades and gunfire 
to attack the camp, loca-
ted about 150 kilometers 
northwest of Indian Kash-
mir’s main city of Srina-
gar. The camp houses the 
Indian army’s headquar-
ters in the frontier region.

A reinforcement of army 
commandos led the coun-
terassault, and the intense 
exchange of gunfire left 
some barracks and a vehi-
cle on fire, the officer said.

There was no indepen-
dent confirmation of the 
incident. No rebel group 
fighting Indian rule im-
mediately issued any sta-
tement.

There also was no confir-
mation of an earlier report 
that an oil depot inside 
the camp had caught fire 
during the incident.

Rebels have been fighting 
against Indian rule since 
1989. More than 68,000 
people have been killed in 
the uprising and Indian 
military crackdown. AP
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Vladimir Isachenkov 

RUssiAn President Vla-
dimir Putin yesterday 
ordered state-of-the art 
air defense missile sys-

tems to be deployed at a Russian 
air base in Syria following the 
downing of a Russian warplane 
by Turkey, a move that raised the 
threat of a military confrontation 
between the NATO member and 
Russia.

The S-400 missile systems, whi-
ch will be sent to the Hemeimeem 
air base in Syria’s coastal province 
of Latakia, located just about 50 
kilometers south of the border 
with Turkey, are capable of tar-
geting Turkish jets with deadly 
precision. If Russia shot down a 
Turkish plane, NATO would be 
required to intervene.

Turkey shot down a Russian 
Su-24 bomber Tuesday, saying 
it crossed into its airspace from 
Syria despite repeated warnin-
gs. One of its two pilots was kil-
led by militants after bailing out, 
while his crewmate was rescued 
by Syrian army commandos and 
delivered in good condition to the 
Russian base.

Putin said the Russian plane 
remained in Syria’s skies when 
it was shot down. He described 
Turkey’s action as a “crime” and a 
“stab in the back,” warning of se-
rious consequences.

Yesterday, Putin ordered the 
military to deploy the S-400s to 
Hemeimeem and took other mea-
sures that “should be sufficient to 
ensure flight safety.”

Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu 
said yesterday that the Russian 
missile cruiser Moskva already 
has moved closer to shore to pro-

Don Babwin and 
Jason Keyser, Chicago 

A white Chicago police 
officer who shot a bla-

ck teenager 16 times last 
year was charged with 
first-degree murder Tues-
day, hours before the city 
released a video of the 
killing that many people 
fear could spark unrest.

City officials and com-
munity leaders have been 
bracing for the release of 
the dash-cam video, fea-
ring the kind of turmoil 
that occurred in cities 
such as Baltimore and 
Ferguson, Missouri, after 
young black men were 
slain by police or died in 
police custody.

A judge ordered that the 
recording be made public 
by yesterday. Moments 
before it was released, 
the mayor and the police 

In this Oct. 20, 2014 frame from dash-cam video provided by the 
Chicago Police Department, Laquan McDonald, right, walks down the 
street moments before being shot by officer Jason Van Dyke in Chicago

Russian President Vladimir Putin 

RUSSIA

Putin sends air defense missiles 
to Syria to deter Turkey  

tect the Russian aircraft flying 
missions near Syria’s border with 
Turkey with its long-range Fort 
air defense system.

Shoigu also said that from now 
on all Russian bombers will be es-
corted by fighters on their combat 
missions in Syria. He said that his 
ministry has severed all contacts 
with the Turkish military.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 

Lavrov, who canceled his planned 
trip to Turkey after the incident, 
described the shooting down of 
the Russian plane as a “planned 
provocation.”

He said the Turkish action came 
after Russian planes successfully 
targeted the oil infrastructure 
used by the Islamic State, alleging 
that Turkey benefited from the oil 
trade.

Lavrov also said that Turkish 
territory was used by “terrorists” 
to prepare terror attacks in other 
countries, but offered no details.

He said that Russia “has no in-
tention to go to war with Turkey,” 
but added that Moscow will re-
consider its ties with Ankara.

The Russian Foreign Ministry 
already has warned Russians 
against traveling to Turkey, and 

some leading Russian tourist 
agencies suspended the sales of 
tour packages to Turkey.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan said yesterday that his 
country does not wish to escala-
te tensions with Russia over the 
downing of the plane.

Speaking at an Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation economy 
meeting in Istanbul, Erdogan said 
that Turkey favors “peace, dialo-
gue and diplomacy.” He defended 
his country’s move to shoot down 
the plane saying: “no one shou-
ld expect Turkey to stay silent to 
border violations or the violation 
of its rights.”

Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet 
Davutoglu also sought to ease 
tensions, saying that Russia is 
Turkey’s “friend and neighbor” 
and insisting relations cannot be 
“sacrificed to accidents of com-
munication.”

Davutoglu told his party’s 
lawmakers yesterday that Turkey 
didn’t know the nationality of the 
plane that was brought down on 
Tuesday until Moscow announ-
ced it was Russian.

He again defended Turkey’s ac-
tion, saying Russia was warned 
on several occasions that Turkey 
would take action in case its bor-
der is violated in line with its mili-
tary rules of engagement. AP

USA

Chicago police officer charged 
with murder; video released  

chief appealed for calm.
“People have a right to 

be angry. People have a 
right to protest. People 
have a right to free spee-
ch. But they do not have a 
right to ... criminal acts,” 
Police Superintendent 
Garry McCarthy said.

The relevant portion of 
the video runs for less 
than 40 seconds and has 
no audio.

Laquan McDonald, 17, 
swings into view on a fou-
r-lane street where police 
vehicles are stopped in 
the middle of the roa-
dway. As he jogs down an 
empty lane, he appears to 
pull up his pants and then 
slows to a brisk walk, 
veering away from two 
officers who are emer-
ging from a vehicle and 
drawing their guns.

Almost immediately, 
one of the officers appears 

to fire from close range. 
McDonald spins around 
and crumples to the pa-
vement.

The car with the camera 
continues to roll forward 
until the officers are out 
of the frame. Then Mc-
Donald can be seen lying 
on the ground, moving 
occasionally. At least two 
small puffs of smoke are 
seen coming off his body 
as the officer continues 
firing.

In the final moments, an 
officer kicks something 
out of McDonald’s hands.

Police have said the teen 
had a knife. Cook County 
State’s Attorney Anita Al-
varez said Tuesday that 
a 7.5-centimeter knife 
with its blade folded into 
the handle was recovered 
from the scene.

Shortly after the video’s 
release, protesters began 

marching through city 
streets. Several hundred 
people blocked traffic on 
the near West Side. Some 
circled police cars in an 
intersection and chanted 
“16 shots.”

“I’m so hurt and so 
angry,” said Jedidiah 
Brown, a South Side ac-
tivist and pastor who had 
just seen the video. “I 
can feel pain through my 
body.”

Small groups of de-
monstrators marched up 
Michigan Avenue with a 
police escort before being 
stopped by officers as 
they headed toward Lake 
Shore Drive. After a short 
standoff, the crowd tur-
ned around.

At one point, demons-
trators also gathered ou-
tside the police depart-
ment’s District 1 head-
quarters in the South 

Loop. Officers formed a 
line in front of the bui-
lding, blocking anyone 
from entering.

Protests had mostly dis-
sipated by 11 p.m., with 
a much smaller group 
planning to return to the 
District 1 building.

City officials spent mon-
ths arguing that the foota-
ge could not be made pu-
blic until the conclusion 
of several investigations. 
After the judge’s order, 
the investigations were 
quickly wrapped up and a 
charge announced.

Alvarez defended the 13 
months it took to charge 
officer Jason Van Dyke. 

She said cases involving 
police present “highly 
complex” legal issues and 
that she would rather take 
the time to get it right 
than “rush to judgment.”

Alvarez said concern 
about the impending re-
lease prompted her to 
move up the announce-
ment of the murder char-
ge.

“It is graphic. It is violent. 
It is chilling,” she said. “To 
watch a 17-year-old young 
man die in such a violent 
manner is deeply distur-
bing. I have absolutely no 
doubt that this video will 
tear at the hearts of all 
Chicagoans.” AP
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what’s ON ...

macau printmaking triennial
time: 10am-7pm 
(Closed on Mondays, No admission after 6:30 pm) 
until: February 14, 2016
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, 
Av. Xian Xing Hai, s/n, NAPE 
admission: MOP5 
(Free on Sundays and public holidays) 
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

macau handoVer historical documents 
donated by lau sin peng
time: 10am-7pm 
(Closed on Mondays, No admission after 6:30 pm) 
until: December 31, 2015
Venue: Multi-function Hall, 
Handover Gifts Museum of Macao 
admission: MOP5 
(Free on Sundays and public holidays) 
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

photographs of macau old shops
time: 10am-7pm 
(Closed on Mondays, No admission after 6:30 pm) 
until: December 31, 2015
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, 
Av. Xian Xing Hai, s/n, NAPE 
admission: MOP5 
(Free on Sundays and public holidays) 
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

artistic craftsmanship of our ancestors 
– exhibition of archaeological relics of 
taipa and coloane
time: 10am-6pm (Closed on Mondays
until: December 31, 2015 
Venue: Museum of Taipa and Coloane History 
admission: MOP5 (Adult); MOP2 (Student or 
Group); Free (under 12 or above 65)  
enquiries: (853) 8988 4100 / 2882 7103 

the collection exhibition of tai fung tong 
art house
time: 2pm-6pm daily (Except Mondays)
Venue: Tai Fung Tong Art House, 
Calçada da Igreja de S. Lázaro 7 
admission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 2835 3537 / 2834 6626

usJ communication & media students 
2015
time:2pm-7pm (Mondays to Saturdays) 
until: November 28, 2015
Venue: Creative Macau, G/F Macau Cultural 
Centre Building, Xian Xing Hai Avenue 
admission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 2875 3282

this day in history

Eight armed men protesting against the imprisonment of 
Sean MacStiofain have tried to rescue him from a Dublin 
hospital. 

MacStiofain - who has refused to eat or drink for nine 
days - was sentenced to six months imprisonment yes-
terday for being a member of the IRA. 

Four men, two of them bystanders, were injured during 
a gun fight with Special Branch officers on the ward of 
the Mater Misericordiae hospital where the convicted iRA 
chief is being held. 

But police said they had foiled the attempt and arrested 
seven of the attackers. 

The gang arrived at the hospital near Mountjoy Prison in 
north Dublin just after dark. 

A Garda spokesman said they were disguised as hos-
pital workers and priests and were able to approach the 
floor where MacStiofain was being held without being 
suspected. 

“But when they got within sight of the ward, handguns 
were produced and the shooting started,” he said. 

The gunmen grabbed a nurse and three police officers, 
but a fourth was able to run into an adjoining office and 
radio for support. 

The gun battle took place in a narrow passageway lea-
ding to the ward. A Special Branch officer was shot in the 
hand and one of the attackers was hit in the stomach. 

Troops have been called to the hospital to help guard 
the building, but a police representative told reporters the 
situation was under control. 

“There was never any danger of their getting MacStio-
fain out,” he said. 

                   Courtesy BBC News

1972  police foil ira 
          hospital rescue attempt

in context
sean MacStiofain was born John Stephenson in east London in 
1928. He was brought up in England but had an Irish mother. 
His involvement in Irish political groups began in his late teens and 
he joined the Irish republicans’ English movement - United Irish-
man - in the early 1950s. 
By the time he was arrested MacStiofain was the IRA’s chief-of-
staff, but was replaced after ending his hunger strike after 57 days 
- a sign of weakness in many republicans’ eyes. 
He died in May 2001. 

Offbeat

Even amid warnings about Western infiltration, the 
famed fictional British spy James Bond still found a 
way to get into iran.

An ad hawking Omega watches appeared in the daily 
newspaper Shargh this week, featuring actor Daniel 
Craig wearing one of the timepieces while in character 
as 007.

While the ads have appeared around the world as the 
latest Bond film “Spectre” came out, the ad takes on a 
special significance in Iran.

Suspicions of Britain, a former occupier, and the Uni-
ted States remain high in Iran, even after a recent nu-
clear deal with world powers.

despite warnings about west, 
007 finds his way into iran ad 

INFOTAINMENT 資訊／娛樂 

TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:30
14:55

20:30
21:00
21:40
22:10
23:00
23:30
23:45
00:15

TDM News (Repeated)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Publicity    
Debate on Economy and Finance Policy Report 
for 2016 (Live)    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Talk Show    
Comedy    
Trail of Lies    
TDM News    
Champions League Highlights    
Television Film    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 

cinema
cineteatro
26 nov - 02 decv

THe HUnGeR GaMeS: MOcKInGJay PaRT 2_
room 1
(2D) 2.15, 4.45, 9.45 pm
(3D) 7.15 pm
Director: Francis Lawrence
Starring: Jennifer Lawrence, Josh Hutcherson, 
Liam Hemsworth
Language: english (cantonese)
Duration: 137min

KeePeR OF DaRKneSS_
room 2
2.30, 4.30, 9.30 pm
Director:  nick cheung
Starring: nick cheung, Kuo Tsai chieh, Louis chueng
Language: cantonese (cantonese/english)
Duration: 105min

ReTURn OF THe cUcKOO_
room 2
7.30 pm
Director:  Patrick Kong
Starring: chi Lam cheung, chairmaine Sheh
Language: cantonese (cantonese/english)
Duration: 86min

vIcTOR FRanKenSTeIn_
room 3
2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm
Director:  Paul McGuigan
Starring: James McAvoy, Daniel Radcliffe
Language: english (cantonese)
Duration: 109min

macau tower
26 nov - 16 dec

KeePeR OF DaRKneSS_
2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director:  nick cheung
Starring: nick cheung, Kuo Tsai chieh, Louis chueng
Language: cantonese (cantonese/english)
Duration: 105min

Sean MacStiofain
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omacROSS: 1- Newman’s Own competitor; 5- Hopper of Hollywood; 10- Pillar; 14- 

The jig ___!; 15- Harsh; 16- Super server; 17- Actress Lollobrigida; 18- Ancient Greek 
city-state; 19- Queens stadium; 20- Fingers; 21- Surgical removal of the spleen; 
23- Erase; 25- Child support?; 26- Sardonic; 29- Bank employee; 33- Craze; 35- 
Short letters; 37- Guido’s high note; 38- impulse to act; 39- Busy; 40- Goblet part; 
41- Foot digit; 42- Low-budget prefix; 43- Fills to the gills; 44- infuriate; 46- Deadly 
fly; 48- Couldn’t find; 50- Enthusiastic; 53- Tending to devastate; 58- Med. care 
option; 59- French friends; 60- Corpulent; 61- Long time; 62- Built-in platform bed; 
63- Thorny flowers; 64- Bamboo stem; 65- On the main; 66- Choral composition; 
67- Nervously irritable;  

DOwn: 1- inflexible; 2- Digression; 3- Gunfighter; 4- Put ___ fight; 5- Occur; 6- 
Environmental sci.; 7- Strike out; 8- imbibe; 
9- Type of ballot; 10- Soft subdued color; 11- 
Cuatro doubled; 12- Appear; 13- Cafeteria 
carrier; 21- Greek portico; 22- So-so grades; 
24- Canal of song; 27- ___ uncertain terms; 
28- Enumerate; 30- Printed heading on 
stationery; 31- Robert ___; 32- Super Bowl 
XXXiV champs; 33- Silent; 34- Elvis’s middle 
name; 36- General ___ chicken; 39- Freezing 
rain squall; 40- Scarf; 42- Freudian topics; 
43- Adult male deer; 45- The Last Frontier; 
47- Writer Hemingway; 49- Verboten; 51- in 
the midst of; 52- Bee stuff; 53- The Aba ___ 
Honeymoon; 54- Flightless flock; 55- Grape 
plant; 56- Try out; 57- understanding words; 
61- Bandage brand; 

Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIn Max cOnDITIOn

cHIna

wORLD

emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu Hospital 28 371 333
commission against 
corruption (ccac) 28326 300
IacM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water Supply – Report 1990 992
Telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂 

0
-9
-1
3
10
17
15
15
15
4
6
9
7
16
20
20

flurry
drizzle

drizzle/cloudy
drizzle

clear/cloudy

-7
2
4
7
4

-2
6
9
10
8

-9
-18
-8
-3
-1
-1
7
10
8
-1
3
-2
2
14
13
16

clear
cloudy/clear

clear
clear
clear
clear

overcast/cloudy
cloudy/overcast

drizzle
cloudy/clear
cloudy/clear
cloudy/clear
cloudy/clear

drizzle/cloudy
clear

cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Now is a great time for you to get started 
on something new — maybe a work 
project, or an improvement around the 
house. See if you can get your friends 
to pitch in, as your leadership skills are 
stronger than ever.

April 20-May 20
Sometimes you need to take the 
day off — not because you’re 
exhausted, but just because you 
feel like it! Today brings a wave 
of sweet laziness your way that 
should make you feel happy inside.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Start moving early — and keep on 
throughout the day! It’s all about 
action for you right now, and you 
should find that the more you 
do, the more interesting your life 
becomes. Enjoy!

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Can you stay home today? You 
may need to for one reason or 
another, and that’s a good thing — 
your energy is best spent on home 
improvement or family relations. If 
you must go out, take someone close.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
It’s a great day — and your happy 
energy makes those around you feel 
a little lighter! Enjoy what you’ve 
got and make sure that you’re 
sharing it with your people. Your 
social life is limitless!

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You get a deeper glimpse into an 
important issue today — most 
likely by accident! Take this new 
perspective and run with it, though, 
as you can make a lot of progress 
before anyone even notices.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You’ve got great energy today — 
so make the most of it! You need 
to make sure that you’re moving 
forward, and that you’re taking 
along those of your people who 
seem to be less energetic.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You can’t decide between two 
equally appealing choices. That’s 
not the worst kind of problem in 
the world, but it is frustrating. Find 
an oracle that is meaningful only to 
you and get the answer.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Try to enforce fair play today — 
though that may be much easier 
said than done! Focus on your own 
part of the world before branching 
out and making things right for the 
world as a whole.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Try to get started with something 
totally new and exciting — your 
energy is perfect for beginnings! A 
new romance, a new job or even a 
move to a new environment may be 
in the cards.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Your mate or business partner 
is behaving weirdly today — it’s 
best to talk to them right away to 
find out what’s up. Things can get 
better, but it is likely going to take a 
lot of work from both of you.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You need to try a different approach 
to this problem — and your mental 
energy should help you find the 
key. It likely comes from a different 
cultural tradition, so draw on your 
knowledge to dig something up.

  Aquarius Pisces
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champions league roundup
goals galore as barcelona 
and bayern advance 

gROUp e
Lionel Messi is back 
and scoring netting 
a double in Barce-
lona’s 6-1 win over 
Roma that put the 
titleholders into the 
knockout round for 
a 12th consecutive 
season.

Messi showed no rust in his second appearance since re-
covering from a left-knee ligament he tore on Sept. 26 and 
scored Barcelona’s second and fifth goals of the one-sided 
match.
Luis Suarez opened the scoring at Camp Nou in the 15th 
minute. Three minutes later Messi scored his first goal 
from Suarez’s pass.
Suarez and Gerard Pique added more goals before Messi 
struck again. Adriano capped the demolition after convert-
ing from the rebound following Neymar’s missed penalty.
“Messi is the best and I feel very happy for him for his 
goals and because he played the entire match,” Suarez 
said.
Edin Dzeko got Roma’s goal just before the final whistle.
Victory moved the Spanish club on to 13 points at the top 
of Group E with a game to spare.
Roma was left with five points along with Leverkusen, 
while BATE has four.
BATE’s Mikhail Gordeichuk’s took the lead in the second 
minute, only for Admir Mehmedi to equalize in the 68th.

gROUp F
It’s all over, at least for Bayern Munich. Pep Guardiola’s 
team can’t concede, let alone lose, even while playing most 
of the second half with 10 men. Douglas Costa, Robert 
Lewandowski and Thomas Mueller scored inside the first 
20 minutes.
Defender Holger Badstuber was sent off in 53rd minute on 
his first start after nine months out with a knee injury for 
downing Ideye Brown. But it was Bayern that went on to 
score again with Kingsley Coman completing the emphatic 
win in the 70th.
Bayern now tops the group with 12 points and cannot be 
dislodged with one match remaining.
“We managed to win the group again, that was our goal,” 
Guardiola said. “My compliments to the team, we can be 
pleased.”
Arsenal can still advance to the knoutout stage as second 
in the group after beating Dinamo Zagreb 3-0. Alexis 
Sanchez scored twice and set up Mesut Ozil for Arsenal’s 
first goal.
Arsene Wegner’s side must beat Olympiakos 2-0 or by a 
one-goal margin of at least 3-2 due to the head-to-head 
formula used by UEFA to separate teams. Arsenal is third, 
three points behind Olympiakos with nine.

gROUp g
Chelsea remained in the hunt to advance from Group G 
after easing past 10-man Maccabi Tel Aviv 4-0.
Tel Aviv was reduced to 10 men five minutes before half-
time when former Chelsea defender Tal Ben Haim was 
sent off for a rash challenge on Diego Costa, but it took 
Chelsea more than half an hour to double its lead, when 
Willian curled in a free kick.
Gary Cahill had put the visitors up in the 20th minute. 
Oscar and substitute Kurt Zouma scored the other goals.
In the only negative point for Chelsea, captain John Terry 
fell awkwardly in the 75th and was taken off on a stretcher.
Chelsea’s win, and Porto’s loss to Dynamo Kiev, tied the 
first two teams on 10 points, two more than Kiev.
Andriy Yarmolenko and Derlis Gonzalez netted to inflict 
Porto’s first defeat of the season.
In the final round of group games next month, Chelsea 
hosts Porto in a likely winner-takes-all match, and Kiev 
hosts winless Tel Aviv.

gROUp h
Russia striker Artyom Dzyuba scored again as Zenit se-
cured top spot in Group H by beating Valencia 2-0, while 
Gent maintained its chances of qualifying after winning 
2-1 at Lyon thanks to Kalifa Coulibaly’s injury-time win-
ner.
Gent has seven points, one more than Valencia, and 
can guarantee qualification by beating Zenit at home on 
Dec. 9. But Lyon’s one point sees it miss out on a Europa 
League berth.
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Dennis Passa, Sydney

ADAm Scott is 
without a tour-
nament victory 
thus far in 2015, 

putting his 14-year re-
cord of winning at least 
one tournament a year in 
jeopardy going into this 
week’s Australian Open.

But Scott said yesterday 
that his family life — he 
became a father in Fe-
bruary — had nothing to 
do with it.

“I think it would be a bit 
rough to blame my dau-
ghter for my bad golf, so I 
won’t go there,” a smiling 
Scott said of his daughter, 
Bo. “I made some equi-
pment changes this year 
with shafts and fiddled 
around a little bit with my 
game, and that’s a bit dan-
gerous.”

Scott, a former No. 1, 
has dropped to 12th in the 
world rankings. He’s won 
a tournament in every year 
since 2001, but his last vic-
tory came last year in the 
Colonial tournament.

He led after each of the 
first two rounds at last 
week’s Australian Mas-
ters, but shot a 77 on Sa-
turday to end his chances 
of winning at Huntingdale 
in Melbourne.

Scott switched from his 
soon-to-banned brooms-
tick putter to a traditio-
nal one last month. Even 
before that, he called his 
putting “poor.”

“In the end I guess 
making what is a forced 
change now of the putter 
was actually good timing, 
and it’s refreshing to have 
something new to work 
on,” Scott said. “When 
you putt average for a 
season, it definitely has a 
kind of knock-on effect on 
the rest of the game.”

Darren Clarke’s first look 
at the Australian Golf Club 
course came during yester-
day’s Australian Open pro- 
am, which was only hou-
rs after his arrival on an 
overnight flight from Du-
bai.

As is usually the case 
these days, Clarke was 
asked more about his cap-
taincy of Europe’s Ryder 
Cup team for 2016 than 
the upcoming tourna-

GOLf

Scott’s 14-year title 
streak under threat 
as 2015 winds down

ment, and he sees plenty 
of new faces in the conti-
nental mix.

“Our qualification has 
obviously started,” Clarke 
said. “A lot of young guys 
are playing very well, got 
a lot of points up early at 
this stage. At the moment 
it’s looking as if there’s 
going to be quite a few 
changes ... (but) the older, 
more-seasoned guys pro-
bably will start collecting 
a few points again starting 
off from next year.”

Those “more-seasoned 
guys” include familiar 
names like Henrik Sten-
son, Justin Rose and Rory 
McIlroy, as well as others 
with leading points, such 
as Matthew Fitzpatrick, 
Thorbjorn Olesen, Lee 
Slattery, Chris Wood and 
Lucas Bjerregaard.

“It’s going to be inte-
resting, the Americans 
obviously are going to 
have a very strong team, 
as always, but I think the 
European team is going 
to be very strong, as well,” 
Clarke said.

The 2016 Ryder Cup is 
scheduled for Sept. 30-
Oct. 2 at Hazeltine Natio-
nal Golf Club in Chaska, 
Minnesota. Europe has 

won the last three tourna-
ments, including last year 
at Gleneagles in Scotland.

Clarke says his past Ry-
der Cup experience will be 
valuable as captain for the 
first time.

“I know both sides, both 
as a player and a vice cap-
tain (twice) but there’s 
been a lot of things to do 
behind the scenes which I 
didn’t know,” Clarke said.

“As a player or vice-
captain, you rock up, go 
to your room, you have 
an itinerary, you have all 
your clothes, everything’s 
laid out for you. But it’s all 
me having to make all the-
se decisions, so it’s a little 
bit different.”

Jordan Spieth credi-
ts last year’s Australian 
Open victory with giving 
him the confidence for 
his breakthrough season 
this year, winning the 
Masters, U.S. Open, Tour 
Championship and FedEx 
Cup.

Lee Westwood has simi-
lar memories of how his 
1997 Australian Open win 
at Melbourne’s Metropo-
litan course helped chan-
ge the course of his career.

Westwood beat Greg 
Norman in a playoff that 

year in a field that inclu-
ded Vijay Singh and Phil 
Mickelson (they finished 
tied for seventh), as well 
as Darren Clarke.

“It still is one of the bi-
ggest wins of my career,” 
Westwood said yesterday 
before his pro-am round. 
“Greg was world No. 1 at 
the time ... and a hero of 
mine growing up. So to 
get into a playoff with him 
and beat him on the four-
th extra hole was obvious-
ly a very special week.”

It was only the be-
ginning.

“That finish to 1997 
really kicked off a good 
three years for me,” he 
said. “In 1998, I think I 
won eight tournaments 
and 1999 three or four 
and then 2000 eight 
more, so it propelled me 
into some good form ... 
and 2000, I won the mo-
ney list. Maybe I could do 
it this time around.”

Westwood will have a 
morning tee time today in 
the same group as Spieth 
and 2010 champion Geo-
ff Ogilvy. Adam Scott is 
in the featured afternoon 
group with countryman 
John Senden and Nicolas 
Colsaerts. AP

Adam Scott of Australia
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Betting company to sponsor 
Davis cup anD FeD cup tennis 

A leading online betting company has beco-
me an international sponsor of the Davis Cup 
and Fed Cup tennis competitions.

The International Tennis Federation says 
Betway will sponsor the men’s and women’s 
team events for three years through 2018. The 
ITF sought to dispel any concerns about ha-
ving a gambling company as a sponsor, saying 

“all elements of the new sponsorship are fully 
compliant with the rules and interpretations 
of the Tennis Anti-Corruption Program.”

ITF President David Haggerty says both par-
ties “share the mission to keep the sport of 
tennis clean.”

Betway was first introduced as a sponsor at 
the recent Fed Cup final in Prague. 

45-65
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Tia Goldenberg, Jerusalem 

The body of an Israe-
li transgender woman 

who committed suicide will 
be cremated despite her 
ultra-Orthodox family’s 
wishes, Israel’s Supreme 
Court ruled in documents 
obtained yesterday.

Before she killed herself 
earlier this month, May 
Peleg wrote in her will that 
she wanted to be crema-
ted, a practice that Jewish 
law forbids. Her religious 
family took the request to 
court, which sided with Pe-

Israel court allows 
transgender woman’s 
cremation

leg’s representatives.
The court balanced Pe-

leg’s wishes against her fa-
mily’s desire for a Jewish 
burial, pitting religious law 
against individual rights 
and highlighting the con-
trasts between the country’s 
Jewish character and its of-
ten liberal orientation. Rab-
binical authorities oversee 
the country’s Jewish burial 
practices, though a single 
crematorium is allowed to 
operate quietly.

Peleg, 31, was raised in 
the deeply conservative ul-
tra-Orthodox community, 
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Shifting SandS
Isn’t it great to have a new force in politics 

here after so many years of stalemate; in this 
case the youth? For so long voters have been 
mainly divided between the middle class pro-
democracy parties, up against  Party members 
and friends combined with business commu-
nity representatives, as well as the bussed- 
in-here’s-who-you-vote-for old folks who get 
dinners and presents for voting pro-China DAB 
- and, not forgetting the fringe - the radicals. 
Now the young have a voice as elected district 
councilors and are standing up for autonomy 
and rejecting the radicals. Sands are shifting.   

In a very unfair playing field they have mana-
ged to get into positions of political power, not 
just to have local influence but in sufficient 
numbers to put forward a candidate for the so-
called super seats, Legislative Council mem-
bers voted in by the whole electorate, who 
because of this can claim more legitimacy for 
their mandates.

It remains a shame that the pro-establish-
ment parties are able to wield huge resources 
against the bunch of idealistic lawyers and 
their volunteers who largely make up the pro-
democracy  camp.  

It is a pity too that after so many years - sin-
ce the 1990’s - that the pro-democracy camp 
has not been able to combine majority local 
support with an ability to engage Beijing. There  
are some signs that the new faces in politics 
here may be able to re-think the Hong Kong- 
China relationship for the better, but it will very 
much an uphill struggle unless without a wa-
tershed shifting of attitudes in the corridors of 
power over the border.

The ancient given in China of kowtowing to 
the emperor and his officials has long gone in 
Hong Kong. The attitude of subservience to 
higher authority exists in the workplace - obey 
your boss or else - albeit reluctantly and re-
sentfully, but not towards government. To ad-
dress the reality and get locals on their side 
Chinese officials must step down from the 
traditional paternalistic approach to rule. Hong 
Kongers, especially the young, do not accept 
to be children under the mandate of heaven’s 
representative on Earth - the Communist Party 
of China - they want to be treated as equals. 
Leaving aside the special case of Taiwan, they 
are part of the two most successful autono-
mous regions of China - the other is of cour-
se Macau - which are  far more developed in 
many ways than their counterpart cities on the 
mainland. So isn’t it, and hasn’t it long been 
a reality, that Hong Kong needs to wooed not 
threatened or coerced into what was a most 
dreaded remerging? 

However local citizens need to bear in mind 
that it’s a fait accompli and an inevitable con-
clusion of history that the city will return to Chi-
na and is part of China. Even if the then gover-
nment of China, the Kuomintang nationalists, 
had won the civil war the result would have 
been the same, and quite possibly soon after 
the second World War; that was the declared 
aim of the KMT leader Chiang Kai-shek. 

On the other hand Beijing must accept that 
this is a very different Chinese society here, 
needing considerable courting; while Hong 
Kongers need to find a modus vivendi with the 
mainland. That means mutual respect. There 
has been far too much talk - and threatening - 
about how Hong Kongers should bend to the 
needs of the motherland. 

Hong Kong, Taiwan and Macau investment 
and business acumen were largely respon-
sible for the huge leap forwards in economic 
development of China from the opening up in 
1979. 

Commencing with the creation of the free tra-
de zone in Shenzen and Zuhai, expanding into 
Guangdong, the province became the factory 
of the world, the engine of economic growth 
of China for decades. The mainland has long 
opened the doors through law and by providing 
locations and manpower. It’s been a partner-
ship. Let partners talk as partners; the time of 
paternalism has gone. So, Hong Kongers must 
accept, has the dream of separation.   

HK Observer
Robert Carroll 

beLGIUM After a four-
day shutdown prompted 
by a threat alert across 
Brussels, schools are 
reopening their doors 
with the help of beefed up 
security, including police 
armed with machine guns. 
Though the Belgian capital 
continues to be under the 
highest-level threat alert, 
meaning that an attack 
is serious and imminent, 
schools and subways 
began reopening across 
the city yesterday.

UK Britain’s Treasury chief 
abandoned controversial 
cuts in tax credits for the 
working poor and refrained 
from slashing funding to 
the police yesterday as 
he updated Parliament 
on the government’s 
tax and spending plans. 
George Osborne said 
improvements in public 
finances made it possible 
to back away from the 
unpopular credit cuts his 
government had proposed 
earlier. 

RUSSIa-UKRaIne Tensions 
between Russia and 
Ukraine escalated further 
yesterday as Ukraine 
decided to stop buying 
Russian natural gas — 
hoping to rely on supplies 
from other countries — and 
closed its airspace to its 
eastern neighbor.

TUnISIa Authorities said 
yesterday they have 
discovered a 13th body in 
the bus attacked Tuesday 
in central Tunis. The body 
is believed to be the 
“terrorist who caused the 
explosion,” the Interior 
Ministry said. The attack 
on the bus carrying 
Tunisia’s presidential 
guards involved about 
10 kilograms of military 
explosives, the ministry 
added.

QaTaR A year’s worth of 
rain deluged parts of Qatar 
yesterday as seasonal 
storms moving through 
Saudi Arabia flooded 
streets in a city northwest 
of the capital, Riyadh.

which shuns gay and trans-
gender people, and was 
estranged from her family. 
She was a prominent LGBT 
activist in Israel and her 
suicide elicited an outpou-
ring of grief.

Peleg said she did not 
want a Jewish burial becau-
se the religion would not 
recognize her as a woman. 
“This constitutes a lack of 
respect and an erasure of 
my identity,” according to 
a statement released by her 
supporters.

Her will stipulated that 
she wanted some of her 
ashes to be buried under 
a tree, where her two chil-
dren could come to mourn.

Lawyers representing Pe-
leg’s mother, who brought 
the appeal to the Supreme 
Court, argued that Peleg 
was mentally unstable. 
Lawyer Yitzhak Dahan said 
the family wanted a Jewish 
burial so that they could 
have a grave to visit.

The court sided with Pe-
leg’s lawyers, who had ar-
gued that her individual 
rights outweighed her fa-
mily’s desire.

“May’s will and wishes 
prevailed. Human dignity 
prevailed. The LGBT com-
munity prevailed,” a cam-
paign for Peleg wrote on its 
Facebook page following 
Tuesday’s decision. AP

Gloves on. Challenger Tyson Fury exercises during a public training session at the airport in Duesseldorf, 
Germany, prior his heavyweight boxing fight against world champion Wladimir Klitschko, yesterday. The 

title bout will take place in Duesseldorf’s LTU arena on Saturday.

AP Photo/Martin Meissner DEciSiVE MOMENT
THe

An undated photograph shows May Peleg, an Israeli transgender woman
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