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CHINA Fourteen 
construction managers 
were sentenced yesterday 
to prison terms of three 
to six years for a deadly 
scaffolding collapse at 
one of Beijing’s most 
prestigious schools, a 
court said. The accident in 
December last year killed 
10 construction workers 
and injured four others 
at Tsinghua University 
High School in the city’s 
northwest. 

THAILAND’s government 
says it is not ignoring 
the slavery and forced 
labor in its lucrative 
shrimp industry that 
was highlighted in 
an Associated Press 
investigation published 
last week. More on p13

INDONESIAN police say 
they have foiled a plot to 
kill government officials 
and Shiite followers by 
suspected Muslim militants 
who were arrested in 
weekend raids. Security 
was raised at foreign 
embassies, public places 
and churches across 
Indonesia.

JAPAN A festival focused 
on the art of the short film 
is offering a new award of 
nearly a million dollars to a 
director from anywhere in 
the world with a great pitch 
for a movie.

JAPAN  Scandal-plagued 
Japanese manufacturer 
Toshiba Corp. is cutting 
6,800 jobs after projecting 
a net loss of 550 billion yen 
($4.5 billion) for the fiscal 
year through March 2016.

INDIA A man convicted 
as a juvenile in the fatal 
2012 gang rape of a young 
woman aboard a moving 
bus in New Delhi ended his 
three-year term in a reform 
home Sunday, as angry 
protesters demanded that 
he remain in detention.

More on  backpage

ST REGIS HOTEL OPENS
The five-star hotel made 
its debut on December 
18, opening its doors with 
renewed hopes on the region’s 
economic recovery

LESSONS FROM          
ANGELA LEONG 
A profile of Angela Leong, 
who controls a 8.1pct stake 
in SJM Holdings, which owns 
20 out of Macau’s 36 casinos P7 P4

PEARL 
HORIZON 
PRE-SALE 
BUYERS 
CLASH WITH 
POLICE

WORLD BRIEFS 85 missing after massive 
landslide in Shenzhen  P11

 P9 GAMING 

Packer fans speculation of Crown 
bid by resigning from board 
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OVER 1,400 Pearl Hori-
zon flat-owners gathe-
red outside the Polytec 
Asset’s headquarters 

on Sunday. The group froze tra-
ffic around a nearby roundabout 
in a desperate attempt to protest 
against the authorities’ decision 
to recover the land.

The chaos unfolded at arou-
nd noon on the day marking the 
16th year since the region’s return 
to Chinese sovereignty. “2018, I 
want my flat ready. 2018, I want 
my flat ready,” chanted the pro-
testers en masse, holding pla-
cards bearing various slogans. 
Aside from expressing opposition 
against the revocation of the land 
concession, they demanded a di-
rect dialogue with the relevant hi-
gh-level government officials.

Shortly later, the crowd of pro-
testers forced a shutdown of the 
area after some of them spilled 
onto the road. At least 25 vehicles 
were seen driving slowly around 
the roundabout to assist with the 
paralyzing effort.

CHIEF Executive Chui 
Sai On has pledged to 

push forward with efforts 
to combine the gaming and 
non-gaming industries at a 
time when diversified eco-
nomic and regional collabo-
ration is highly emphasized.

The CE’s pledge came 
at a reception on Sunday 
marking the 16th year after 
Macau’s return to China, 
which he was attending 
prior to a trip to Beijing on 
Monday.

“In the coming year, the 
development of Macau will 
still be affected by the com-
plicated and ever-changing 
external environment. We 
believe opportunities always 
come with challenges,” he 
said in an address.

“We are pleased that Chi-
na’s Thirteenth Five-Year 
Plan clearly states the aim 

PROTESTERS UNHAPPY WITH COVERAGE

SOME OF the protesters clashed 
with local journalists as they ac-
cused their media coverage as 
unfavorable to them, according to 
the Macau Journalists Association. 
A camera-wielding plain-clothes 

officer allegedly suffered a kick 
from protesters who mistook him 
as a journalist. It was also said that 
some journalists were pressured 
to delete video clips in earlier as-
semblies.HK JOURNALISTS REJECTED ACCESS TO MACAU

JOURNALISTS FROM Hong 
Kong’s outspoken media outlet 
Apple Daily were denied entry 
into Macau on Sunday, according 
to the paper’s online coverage. 
Upon arriving at the ferry terminal 
checkpoint, the journalists were 
turned back by local customs au-
thorities, who claimed that they 

would pose threats to internal se-
curity. This is not the first time the 
region has rejected the presence 
of the media outlet’s personnel 
on sensitive occasions. The news-
paper was similarly denied entry 
ahead of Labor Day this year, and 
for the Chinese president Xi Jin-
ping’s visit to the region last year.
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Pearl Horizon pre-sale buyers 
freeze traffic, clash with police

The police immediately formed 
human walls blocking the protes-
ters’ advance towards the Ami-
zade Bridge. The chaos escalated 
into a scuffle between the security 
forces and protesters around half 
an hour into the assembly, as the 
latter demanded the release of a 
protester who was taken in a po-
lice vehicle.

An online video shows that the 
mass scrambled to pull open a 
police van’s door, and one man 
allegedly reached his hand out for 
the upper torso of the female poli-
ce officer seated in the front.

Their deranged actions promp-
ted the police to disperse the 
crowd surrounding the car using 

pepper spray. The road reopened 
to traffic at around two thirty af-
ter the mass had retreated to the 
pavement.

According to the Public Security 
Police Force, two men were taken 
to the police station and dischar-
ged later on the same day. It was 
also said that no charge has yet 
been made.

In the afternoon on the same 
day, hundreds of people collec-
tively hailing from six organiza-
tions, marched in the rain from 
the Iao Han garden to the go-
vernment’s headquarters, where 
representatives of each organiza-
tion voiced respective pleas to the 
authorities.

Among the groups were pro-de-

mocracy groups New Macau As-
sociation and Macau Community 
Development Initiative, which ur-
ged for the following: implemen-
tation of universal suffrage in elec-
ting the region’s governor; better 
policymaking for public housing; 
and the introduction of directly 
elected seats in the legislature.

Some elderly marchers sought 

to reunite with their sons and 
daughters from across the border, 
who had been long denied perma-
nent local residence by the gover-
nment.

The police authorities claimed 
that roughly 330 officers in total 
were deployed to respond to all 
the demonstrations and assem-
blies on Sunday. AU

 
The 
development 
of Macau 
will still be 
affected 
by the 
complicated 
and ever-
changing 
external 
environment.

CHUI SAI ON

MSAR’S 16TH ANNIVERSARY 

CE vows to further diversify the region’s economy

tion and functions in natio-
nal economic development, 
and opening up policy,” he 
continued.

The Chief Executive be-
lieves that the local gover-
nment’s own version of the 
five-year plan, which was 
announced last month, 
would complement the cen-
tral government’s blueprint 
in highlighting its strategy 
of “one belt, one road.”

“Through top-level 
planning and supportive 
coordination, it helps Ma-
cau to realize better growth 
and integrate with the coun-

try’s overall development,” 
he expressed.

On the sidelines of the ce-
remony, Chui told media it 
was evident that, over the 
past two years, the “added 
values of the non-gaming 
elements in sever major in-
dustries were undeniably 
encouraging.”

His statement points to 
the industries of architectu-
re, finance, hotels, retail and 
catering.

Furthermore, he stressed 
that the offerings at the re-
sort complexes that should 
emerge in the future must 

be predominantly non-ga-
ming. “We also have applied 
a ratio of nine to one [of 
non-gaming to gaming ele-
ments] for the new integra-
ted resorts. Ninety percent 
has to be non-gaming ele-
ments,” he said. 

Chui also said that, in the 
next two years, the autho-
rities would continue their 
commitment to pushing for 
a more diversified economy.

He said: “We’re also confi-
dent that given the integra-
tion of the two sides, the go-
vernment would be inclined 
to support adequate diversi-
ty, and small and medium-
sized enterprises.”

Speaking of the gaming 
earnings in the next year, 
Chu remained confident 
about the outlook of the ca-
sinos and stressed that “the-
re would be a surplus.”

RAYMOND TAM REINSTATED 
THE SECRETARY for 
Administration and Justice, 
Sonia Chan, disclosed on the 
sidelines of the reception that 
she would reinstate Raymond 
Tam  as a senior technician 
in the Civic and Municipal 
Affairs Bureau, given that the 
presidential post has been 

granted to Alex Vong. Tam 
is the former bureau head 
and was embroiled in the 
cemetery corruption scandal. 
Another official involved, 
Lei Vai Long, is expected to 
return to the bureau’s admin-
istrative committee as the 
vice-president.

of fully leveraging Macau’s 
unique advantages, coupled 
with elevating Macau’s posi-

Flat-owners invaded the road Protesters outside the Polytec Asset’s headquarters
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REPORTERS WANTED

MACAU DAILY TIMES PUBLICATIONS 

is looking to hire full-time reporters with recognized 

qualifications and experience.

Requirements:

- Degree in Journalism or equivalent;

- Minimum of  2 years experience in professional news reporting;
- Native/Bilingual English language proficiency;
- Fluent in Chinese AND/OR Portuguese (Spoken & Written);

- Team player, with capacity to work independently.

Preferred attributes:

- Macau residency;

- Macau professional experience.

We Offer:

- Competitive salary and conditions

- A career in a fast-growing English media group

- Opportunity to work with a motivated team

Candidates should send their CV and relevant portfolio to 

jobs@macaudailytimes.com by December 31, 2015.

 AD

CCAC to 
release report 
on 16 idle land 
parcels
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 
Commissioner André Cheong 
Weng Chon has hinted that 
the report of an inquiry into 
the 16 land parcels that are 
exempt from recovery by 
authorities would be made 
public next week, following 
half a year of work. The 
report has already reached 
the region’s leader for his 
consideration, he revealed. 
The official decision to let go 
of the land parcels, which had 
previously been slated for 
reclamation by authorities, 
came last June. However, 
it shortly triggered public 
opposition, which prompted 
the chief executive’s order of 
an inquiry. The report was 
scheduled to be ready last 
month, but the commissioner 
apologized for the belated 
release, citing the substantial 
amount of information being 
considered as a reason. 
Meanwhile, to the CCAC head 
revealed that the probe into 
the defunct cracker factory, 
which was embroiled in a land 
swap scandal, is expected to 
be completed after next year’s 
Chinese Lunar New Year.

THE Macau Customs 
Service (SA) has star-

ted to enforce new mea-
sures after the central 
government granted the 
region sovereignty over 
the 85-square-kilometer 
nautical area off the re-
gion’s coast.

Beijing’s bestowal of-
ficially came into effect 
on Sunday, and Chief 
Executive Chui Sai On 
highlighted the impor-
tance of the measure 
during his speech at the 
ceremonies marking the 
16th anniversary of the 
MSAR’s establishment.

“Given the significance 
of the central govern-
ment’s supportive mea-
sures, we must ensure 
that the waters under the 
Macau SAR’s jurisdiction 
can be properly adminis-
tered and appropriately 
used to effectively expe-
dite adequate economic 
diversification and facili-
tate Macau’s sustainable 
development,” Chui clai-

Authorities well prepared for 
new maritime sovereignty rule

med in his address.
However, the local go-

vernment still has to 

seek confirmation from 
Beijing over any future 
reclamation. It was made 

clear that no gaming-re-
lated establishment wou-
ld be allowed to be built 
on reclaimed land in the 
future.

Under the new rule, the 
parcel of land connecting 
the northern checkpoint 
and Zhuhai goes to the 
local authorities’ admi-
nistrative sovereignty. 
Furthermore, part of 
the Canal Dos Patos, a 
waterway separating the 
mainland from the north 
of the Macau Peninsula, 
would also come under 
local control.

The administrable wa-
ter area stretches down 
part of the waterway 
lying to the west of the 
Macau Peninsula’s inner 
harbor, all the way down 
alongside Taipa and Co-
loane before it turns eas-
twards, covering a large 
portion of the sea off the 
region’s eastern coast.

In a bid to make a 
prompt response within 
half an hour possible in 

the waters surrounding 
the region, the SA has ac-
tivated its new command 
center and three opera-
tion bases.

According to an SA sta-
tement issued yesterday, 
officers have also been 
briefed about the add-on 
equipment and gear insi-
de the center before they 
set out for patrol on Sun-
day.

The new facility takes 
in audio, video and radar 
signals from along the 
coastal areas of the re-
gion and nearby waters 
around the clock. The 
customs’ patrol vessels 
will also perform duties 
at the behest of the per-
sonnel from the center.

Together with the other 
three bases, the Customs 
personnel are reportedly 
capable of responding in 
30 minutes to any con-
tingency within the wa-
ters that is being mana-
ged by local authorities, 
the statement said. AU
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Stephanie Wong

THE Las Vegas Strip 
has characters like 
billionaire tycoons 
Sheldon Adelson and 

Steve Wynn. In the world’s lar-
gest gambling market of Ma-
cau, there’s Angela Leong.

A lawmaker, business executi-
ve and mother-of-five, Leong has 
been a prominent figure in the 
former Portuguese colony since 
meeting her spouse, 94-year-old 
casino baron Stanley Ho, about 
three decades ago. In a recent 
interview, the 54-year-old sha-
red her approach to adversities, 
the most recent of which is a 
18-month-long slump in Ma-
cau’s gaming revenue that, she 
says, must be met by the gover-
nment with faster infrastructure 
completion.

Her motto, which she learned 
from Ho: “pee with eyes wide 
open.” Speaking in her nati-
ve Cantonese, Leong repeats a 
saying that’s not in regular use 
in the southern Chinese dialect, 
let alone easily translated into 
English. “It means, you know 
someone is going to trip you up, 
and you pretend you don’t no-
tice and let it go,” says Leong, 
who is executive director of 
SJM Holdings Ltd., Asia’s lar-
gest casino company.

“Let’s be very direct,” she con-
tinues, her voice raspy from 
a respiratory infection. “You 
come and interview me today. 
If your article isn’t in line with 
my views, I’ll let it go.” But the-
re won’t be another interview, 
she said on Oct. 26.

Success for Leong, the mother 
of the youngest five of Ho’s 17 
children, hasn’t come easily. 
The former dancer successfully 
fended off a messy family dis-
pute in 2011 that was mounted 
by women Ho also regards as 
wives, and his children.

“She can be quite feisty,” says 
Allan Zeman, a Hong Kong- 
based businessman and vice 
chairman of Wynn Macau Ltd., 
who has known Leong socially 
for 20 years. “She absolutely 
says what’s on her mind, no 
matter who she’s with, no ma-
tter where she is. That’s what 
gains her respect from most 
people. She’s not afraid.”

That forthrightness comes 
through when outlining the 
changes Leong says Macau’s 
government needs to make to 
facilitate the city’s economic re-
covery: faster decision-making 
and better infrastructure 
planning.

“I’m not afraid of criticism,” 
she said. “I do what I believe 

 Leong, whom 
Ho called his 
‘fourth wife,’ 
emerged as a 
winner when 
the elderly Ho 
split his fortune 
among his 
family members

 
She absolutely 
says what’s 
on her mind, 
no matter who 
she’s with, no 
matter where 
she is.

ALLAN ZEMAN
HK BASED BUSINESSMAN

PROFILE | ANGELA LEONG 

Lessons from Leong on surviving 
Macau’s gambling downturn 
  

is right.” Leong joined a dan-
ce troupe in the southern Chi-
nese province of Guangdong 
and traveled in 1982 to Macau, 
where she met Ho four years 
later through his brother, then 
taking a dance class she was 
teaching at the time. By then, 
the daughter of a Chinese army 
officer already owned several 
apartments, according to a re-
port in the Wall Street Journal 
in April 2011. And by the early 
1990s, Leong was spearheading 
property deals for Ho’s busi-
ness in Guangdong, according 
to the report.

“Ho got her started, but she 
was able to take it to another le-
vel,” Zeman said. “She’s a very 
good entrepreneur. She’s done 

a lot of things on her own.”
Today, she owns more than 

30 apartments in Macau, ac-
cording to a document filed in 
2013 by Leong, who reported 
her assets as required as a legis-
lator there.

In Hong Kong, Leong is 
chairwoman of Master Land 
(HK) Ltd., owner of the 21-story 
BOC Group Life Assurance 
Tower whose value more than 
doubled to HK$2 billion since 
its purchase seven years ago, 
according to data from Centa-
line Property Agency Ltd. Local 
newspaper Ming Pao reported 
that Leong also owns the retail 
and office development Enter-
tainment Building in the heart 
of the city’s financial district 
whose value has appreciated 
more than five-fold to as much 
as HK$14 billion since it was 
bought in 2005, Centaline said. 
Leong’s office declined to com-
ment on her assets.

Her investments also span 
from a local canidrome opera-
tor to massage services. She’s 
also a vice chairwoman of Ma-
cau Jockey Club, head of a ga-
ming promoter association, 
chairs a local dance and spor-
ts association, and is involved 
in local charities.

Leong, whom Ho called his 
“fourth wife,” emerged as a win-

ner when the elderly Ho split 
his fortune among his family 
members. Today, she controls a 
$315 million interest with a 8.1 
percent stake in SJM Holdings, 
which owns 20 out of Macau’s 
36 casinos, the most for one 
company in the city.

SJM shares have fallen 57 per-
cent in Hong Kong trading this 
year, compared with the 7.8 

percent decline in benchmark 
Hang Seng Index.

A member of China’s top po-
litical advisory body, she also 
owns a 6.86 percent stake in 
SJM’s unlisted parent, Socie-
dade de Turismo e Diversoes 
de Macau SA, a company whose 

assets include hotels, real esta-
te, financial services and infras-
tructure development.

That fortune is being shaken 
by President Xi Jinping’s an-
ti-corruption crackdown and a 
slowing Chinese economy, whi-
ch are keeping away the high 
rollers whose wagers generate 
more than half Macau’s casino 
revenue. It’s the city’s worst 
downturn since authorities in 
the Special Administrative Re-
gion ended Ho’s four decade- 
old gambling monopoly in 2001 
by opening up the market to 
competitors such as Wynn Re-
sorts Ltd. and Adelson’s Las Ve-
gas Sands Corp. 

Not dismayed, Leong says she 
continues to enjoy the support 
and advice of wheelchair-bou-
nd Ho, whom she describes as 
an “enlightener, friend and a 
mentor” and who has said that 
Macau’s casinos have been de-
veloping too fast. “I wouldn’t be 
where I am today without his 
help,” she said.

Before dashing to her next 
appointment, Leong reflects on 
her busy schedule that she says 
has meant wearing the same 
pair of dark blue, loose-fitting 
trousers two days in a row.

“You have to manage your 
time well, you have to work 
hard,” Leong says. Bloomberg
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Renato Marques

THE St Regis Macao Hotel is 
the newest addition to the 

Cotai landscape panorama. The 
five-star hotel made its debut 
on December 18, opening its 
doors with renewed hopes that 
the economy has reached its 
lowest point already and that 
2016 will be a year of recovery. 
The new unit, comprising 400 
rooms and suites, is the last to 
open its doors from the “Cotai 
Central” project. 

At the press conference, held 
at Sheraton Macau’s function 
rooms, the Chairman and CEO 
of Las Vegas Sands, Sheldon 
Adelson, revealed that with the 
completion of this project, he is 
one step away from completing 
his “vision” for what the “Co-
tai Strip” should be. “When it 
opens, in eight or ten months 
time, the Parisian will complete 
the plan, making it possible for 
our visitors to walk around all 
our premises in a controlled en-
vironment where they can have 
different experiences and 1000 ‘ST REGIS’ PROPERTY TO SELL SERVICED APARTMENTS

SHELDON ADELSON has said 
that, similar to what has happened 
elsewhere, the St Regis project in 
Macau will also include a number 
of serviced apartments for sale. He 
stated that he has the “word” of the 
MSAR’s Chief Executive that this 
will be possible and he fully trusts 

that verbal agreement. Questioned 
about the same topic but regard-
ing another premises in the Four 
Season’s property, which presents 
a similar situation, Mr Adelson said 
he expects that the problem will 
also be resolved although it is “a 
little more complex.” 

NO CANDIDATE PICKED 
QUESTIONED BY the media on 
the sidelines of the grand debut of St 
Regis Hotel about which candidate 
he would support in the run for US 
presidency, Mr Sheldon said: “We do 
not know yet which candidate we are 

going to support. There are several 
good candidates and we are still dis-
cussing that matter inside the Adel-
son family.” He concluded by saying 
that “any candidate is better than the 
one we have today as president.” 

St Regis Hotel opens with hopes 
on HK-Macau-Zhuhai bridge
retail shops,” he said (see more 
on page 20).

At the same event, the Presi-
dent and COO of Sands China, 
Dr Wilfred Wong, also expres-
sed his hope that 2016 will 
bring “slow and steady” growth 
for Macau, sharing the hopes of 
the company’s CEO.

For Stephen Ho, who heads 
Asia Pacific Starwood Hotels & 
Resorts, the new unit is an im-
portant milestone for the com-
pany in this region. According 
to him, it is expected that more 
“business travelers” will soon 
come to Macau.

The idea is also shared by Mr 
Adelson, who said that the up-
coming HK-Macau-Zhuhai bri-
dge will be an “important boost” 
for the local economy. He said it will also mark an important 

step in the internationalization 
of the territory regarding the 
MICE sector. “When comple-
ted, the bridge will make it fas-
ter to come from the HK airport 
to Macau, then to reach Central 
[district in HK]. It will be like 
having an extra airport in Ma-
cau,” Mr Adelson said, adding 
that MICE will be an important 

sector for the future.
Besides the retail area, which 

will continue to have a strong 
focus on luxury items and 
brands, entertainment has not 
been put aside, with a new thea-
trical acrobatic show named 
“The Monkey King” announced 
to debut soon.

“The luxury market is the 
kind of market that is always 
going to be there, no matter 
what,” Sheldon Adelson said. 
He justified his idea of recrea-
ting several iconic world loca-
tions in Macau with the fact, 
“That’s what Asians want to 
see: iconic places and replicas 
of the most famous places of 
the world.” 
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corporate bits

Sands China held graduation cere-
monies last week for 300 team mem-
bers who have completed the casino’s 
career development program.

The six-month course, titled the “In-
tegrated Resort Career Development 
Program,” aims to expand the workers’ 
skill sets by enabling employees to 
gain experience working across the 
non-gaming departments of Sands 
China’s properties.

Last week’s graduates included 100 
team members from the food and be-
verage department, and another 200 
who work across the hotel operations, 
front office, concierge, recreation, hou-
sekeeping, guest services and retail 
teams.

“To me, it’s a great opportunity,” said 
Candy Tam, an employee from the ta-
ble games department who graduated 
last week. “I managed to identify and 
build on my strengths through working 
with, and learning from these new 
challenges.”

Sands China said in a press state-
ment that additional programs are cur-
rently in progress in departments such 
as entertainment, finance, information 
technology, and convention and exhi-
bition.

300 COMPLETE SANDS 
CAREER PROGRAM

 AD

 

9BUSINESS分析

Angus Whitley

JAMES Packer stepped 
down as a director of 

Crown Resorts Ltd., intensi-
fying speculation he’s closer 
to bidding for the company or 
some of its assets. 

The billionaire’s closely held 
investment vehicle, which 
controls Crown, has talked to 
private-equity firms and pen-
sion funds about a possible 
joint offer for some Crown 
assets, Bloomberg News re-
ported last week. Packer is 
considering teaming up with a 
partner to take Crown private, 
the Australian newspaper re-
ported yesterday.

Standing aside at Crown, just 
months after he stepped down 
as chairman, gives Packer the 
freedom to mount a bid whi-
le distancing himself from the 
board’s response. Following 
last week’s reports, his invest-
ment company said it had held 
talks with third parties about 
its stake in Crown. 

“He’s giving himself the op-

James Packer

GAMING 

Packer fans speculation of Crown 
bid by resigning from board

tion to do something,” said 
Sam Fimis, a wealth adviser 
at Patersons Securities Ltd. 
in Melbourne. “Whether it’s 
his intention or not, he’s sen-
ding a clear message to the 
market.”

Crown shares advanced as 
much as 6.4 percent in Sydney 
trading as Packer said in a sta-
tement the company remains 
his “biggest professional prio-

rity.” The shares ended 4.1 
percent higher at A$12.08, 
taking the company’s market 
value to A$8.8 billion (USD6.3 
billion). Before news emerged 
of a potential deal involving 
Packer, the stock had fallen 33 
percent from a February high.

“We have so much more to 
deliver for shareholders,” Pa-
cker said in the statement re-
leased by Crown to the stock 
exchange. Crown “represents 
the vast majority of my net 
wealth,” he said.

Packer’s Consolidated 
Press Holdings Pty owns 
about 53 percent of Crown. 
In turn, Crown owns 34 per-
cent of Nasdaq- listed Melco 
Crown Entertainment Ltd., 
which runs casinos in Macau. 

Crown’s earnings - and Pa-
cker’s fortune - have been 
dented by a MSAR govern-
ment crackdown on illicit mo-
ney flows and a China-wide 
campaign against corruption 
that deterred VIP players.

Consolidated Press said last 
week that a deal “of the nature 

speculated in the media” ha-
dn’t been proposed to Crown. 
A full buyout of Crown may 
be too costly, Deutsche Bank 
AG said in a report last week. 
Another option for Packer’s 
investment company is to buy 
Crown’s stake in Melco Crown 
for about A$4.1 billion to 
make Crown’s valuation more 
transparent, Deutsche Bank 
said.

Melco Crown in October 
opened the Hollywood-the-
med $3.2 billion Studio City 
resort in Macau that features 
a giant Ferris wheel and vir-
tual Batman ride. Packer will 
remain co-chairman of Melco 
Crown, as well as co-chairman 
of Alon, Crown’s Las Vegas ca-
sino project.

In yesterday’s statement, 
Packer said he’ll focus on the 
casino projects in Sydney, 
Melbourne and Las Vegas, 
where Crown either owns or is 
building major resorts, Crown 
said in its statement. Crown 
already runs casinos in Mel-
bourne and Perth. Bloomberg
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In previous times, the 
government would 
not issue red alerts 
even when the haze 
was very serious.

MA YUNAN
BEIJING RESIDENT 

CHINA 中國

SPAIN’S Mireia Lalaguna 
Royo was named the win-

ner of the Miss World 2015 
competition in the southern 
Chinese island resort of Sanya, 
an event dogged by controver-
sy over China’s refusal to allow 
Canada’s entrant to attend.

Sofia Nikitchuk of Russia was 
the runner-up and Indonesia’s 
Maria Harfanti took third pla-
ce in the Saturday night final 
following a lengthy competition 
featuring 114 women.

Each had won the right to re-
present their country in a series 
of local and regional competi-
tions.

The victory marked the firs-
t-ever win for a Spanish con-
testant. “I think this is a good 
decision, because Miss Wor-
ld is not looking for our body, 
they are looking for a soul,” said 
Lalaguna, a 23-year-old model 
from Barcelona with a degree 
in pharmacology who plans 
to pursue a master’s degree in 
nutrition. She placed first in 
the competition’s top model 
contest and appeared to im-
press the judges with her public 
speaking.

“I think it’s important that 
they don’t want to see only our 
bodies, they are looking for mo-
ral things,” she said.

Not present was Miss Canada, 
Chinese-born Anastasia Lin, 
who had been prevented from 
boarding her connecting flight 

BEIJING was enveloped in eye-wate-
ring, throat-irritating smog on Satur-

day as the second red alert of the month 
went into effect in the Chinese capital, for-
cing many cars off the roads and restric-
ting factory production.

A wave of smog settled over the notoriou-
sly polluted city of 22.5 million overnight 
and is forecast to last into Tuesday because 
of a lack of strong winds.

Smog red alerts, the most serious in a 
four-tier warning system, are triggered 
when high pollution levels are forecast to 
last more than 72 hours.

Levels of PM2.5, the tiniest and deadliest 
airborne particles, rose to as high as 331 in 
some parts of Beijing on Saturday and are 
predicted to top 500 in the coming days — 
more than 20 times the level considered 
safe by the World Health Organization.

As a result of the red alert, schools were 
ordered closed and half the city’s cars for-
ced off the roads each day. Barbecue grills 
and other outdoor smoke sources have 
been banned and factory production res-
tricted.

While some balked at the inconvenien-
ces, most Beijingers appeared to support 
the measures after a lengthy stretch when 
the government was seen as largely igno-
ring the smog problem.

“I think (the government) is doing a be-
tter job than before,” Beijing resident Ma 
Yunan said. “In previous times, the go-
vernment would not issue red alerts even 

CHINA’S tourism autho-
rity named and shamed 

another five tourists for 
bad behavior and says it is 
working with airlines on a 
possible flying ban. Those 
added to the list of “uncivi-
lized behavior” by tourists 
include two women and a 
man who brawled after one 
woman’s seat was bumped 
during boarding of a flight 
from Cambodia to the wes-
tern city of Chengdu.

The three were forcibly re-
moved from the plane under 
captain’s orders and the fli-
ght was delayed for one hour, 
the China National Tourism 
Administration said.

Another man was listed 
after he was arrested in Ja-
pan for assaulting a conve-
nience store clerk whom he 
accused of disrespecting his 
wife. The last was a woman 
who attacked her tour guide 
with hot tea after learning 
the price of her son’s ticket 
to a western China scenic 
site was not included in the 
package.

Their names and a descrip-
tion of their alleged mis-
behavior were entered onto 
the administration’s list and 
will remain there for one to 
three years.

Over that period, they can 
be refused service by travel 
agents, airlines, hotels and 
scenic sites.

In a further step, the ad-
ministration said it was 
working with major Chinese 
airlines on “enacting defi-
nite restrictive measures” 
against those on the list, 
which currently includes 16 
names in total.

The government has grown 
concerned about the negati-
ve impact on China’s image 
stemming from numerous 
incidents of bad behavior 
by Chinese tourists at home 
and abroad, ranging from fi-
ghting with air crews to de-
facing cultural artifacts.

Social media platforms 
have spread descriptions 
and video clips of the in-
cidents, prompting wides-
pread derision among the 
public and occasional onli-
ne campaigns to identify the 
perpetrators.

Rising incomes, relaxed 
regulations and cheap fli-
ghts have permitted record 
numbers of Chinese to tra-
vel in recent years. Among 
other frequent complaints 
are line-cutting, smoking 
where banned, littering and 
fouling public toilets. AP

Winner of Miss World 2015 Mireia Lalaguna Royo (center) receives her crown 

Young tourists wear masks as they stand near a Chinese 
Paramilitary policeman in Tiananmen Square in Beijing

 China refused 
a visa to 
Anastasia Lin, 
an outspoken 
critic of the 
country’s 
religious policy

Authority 
names and 
shames 5 
tourists over 
bad behavior 

Spain’s Mireia Lalaguna Royo 
wins Miss World title 

to Sanya from Hong Kong last 
month after China refused her 
a visa.

Lin is an outspoken critic of 
Chinese religious policy and 
a follower of the Falun Gong 
meditation practice, which was 
outlawed by China in 1999.

She said that after she won the 
Canadian title, Chinese security 
agents visited her father, who 
still lives in China, in an appa-
rent attempt to intimidate her 
into silence.

China has hosted the compe-
tition seven times, starting in 
2003, as part of its attempts 

to project a more modern, out-
going image. However, the con-
troversy over Lin’s attendance 
illustrates the authoritarian 

communist government’s de-
termination to do so on its own 
terms, regardless of the cost to 
the country’s reputation.

Neither Beijing nor the Lon-
don-based Miss World Organi-
zation has commented on the 
controversy.

It was the second consecutive 
year that outside events intru-
ded on the competition. Last 
year’s contest in London was 
marred by the murder the mon-
th before of Miss Honduras and 
her sister in that country.

The first Miss World contest was 
held 64 years ago in Britain. AP

2nd smog red alert of the 
month goes into effect 

when the haze was very serious. Now they 
are publishing alerts beforehand for us to 
get ourselves prepared and the alerts are 

accompanied with some measures.”
Although the smog warning system was 

launched two years ago, Beijing had not is-
sued a red alert until Dec. 7, drawing accu-
sations that it was ignoring serious bouts 
of smog to avoid the economic costs.

The smog in Beijing is largely blamed 
on coal burning power plants, industrial 
pollution and the booming number of 
vehicles. The city’s geography worsens the 
problem because mountains on three si-
des trap smog, and cold winter air presses 
down on it to keep it from clearing.

While waiting for promised plans to cut 
coal pollution to take effect, residents of 
Beijing and other polluted cities in nor-
thern China adapt by wearing face masks 
and equipping their homes with air filters.

China, the world’s biggest carbon emit-
ter, plans to reduce hazardous emissions 
from coal-fired power plants by 50 percent 
over the next five years, and says its overall 
emissions will peak by about 2030 before 
starting to decline.

Scientific studies attribute 1.4 million pre-
mature deaths per year to China’s smog, or 
almost 4,000 per day. AP
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 CHINA中國

Paul Traynor, Shenzhen

RESCUERS searched 
yesterday for 85 mis-
sing people a day after 
the collapse of a moun-

tain of excavated soil and cons-
truction waste that had been 
piled up over two years in Chi-
na’s manufacturing center of 
Shenzhen.

Authorities said the landslide 
buried or damaged 33 buildings 
in the industrial park in Shen-
zhen, a city near Hong Kong that 
makes products used around 
the world ranging from cellpho-
nes to cars.

Residents blamed the govern-
ment while officials cited human 
error, with one ministry saying, 
“The pile was too big, the pile 
was too steep.”

The landslide Sunday cove-
red an area of 380,000 square 
meters (450,000 square yards) 
with silt 10 meters (33 feet) 
deep, authorities said. At least 
16 people were hospitalized, in-
cluding children, the official Xi-
nhua News Agency said.

The Shenzhen government said 
seven trapped people had been 
rescued and 85 others remained 
missing yesterday evening. Ear-
lier in the day it had said 91 peo-
ple were missing and seven res-
cued, but it gave no explanation 
for the change in the missing. No 
deaths had been reported.

The landslide is the fourth ma-
jor disaster to strike China in 
a year following a deadly New 
Year’s Eve stampede in Shan-
ghai, the capsizing of a cruise 
ship in the Yangtze River and a 
massive explosion at a chemi-
cals warehouse in Tianjin on the 
coast near Beijing.

Human error has been suspec-
ted or confirmed in all three pre-
vious disasters, pointing to an 
often callous attitude toward sa-
fety in China despite the threat 
of harsh penalties.

In Sunday’s landslide, the Mi-
nistry of Land and Resources 
said a steep man-made moun-
tain of dirt, cement chunks and 
other construction waste had 
been piled up against a 100-me-
ter (330-foot) -high hill over the 
past two years.

Heavy rains in the region sa-
turated the soil, making it hea-
vy and unstable, and ultimately 
causing it to collapse with mas-
sive force.

“The pile was too big, the pile 
was too steep, leading to insta-
bility and collapse,” the ministry 

WAL-MART is tur-
ning to its marke-

ting chief in China to 
shape how it relays its 
message to shoppers in 
the U.S. The world’s lar-
gest retailer named Tony 
Rogers as chief marketing 
officer for the U.S. Friday. 

Rescuers search for potential survivors near collapsed buildings following a landslide in Shenzhen

 The landslide 
covered an 
area of 100,000 
square meters 
with up to 6 
meters of mud

85 missing from Shenzhen 
landslide; residents blame gov’t 

Wal-Mart looks to China for new US marketing chief 

said, adding that the original, 
natural hill remained intact.

Some residents blamed gover-
nment negligence.

“If the government had taken 
proper measures in the first pla-
ce, we would not have had this 
problem,” said Chen Chengli.

Chen’s neighbor, Yi Jimin, said 
the disaster wasn’t an act of na-
ture.

“Heavy rains and a collapse of 
a mountain are natural disas-

ters, but this wasn’t a natural 
disaster, this was man-made,” 
Yi said.

Aerial photos from the mi-
croblog of the Public Security 
Ministry’s Firefighting Bureau 
showed the area awash in a sea 
of red mud, with buildings ei-
ther knocked on their side or 
collapsed entirely.

Posts on the microblog said 
the mud had filled many of the 
buildings, leaving the “room of 
survival extremely small.”

Cellphone camera video of the 
disaster on state broadcaster 
CCTV showed a massive wall of 
debris slamming into the buil-
dings and sending up huge plu-
mes of dust.

A man who runs a store selling 
cigarettes and alcohol less than 
a kilometer (a half mile) from 
the site said local residents had 
known that the pile of soil was 

dangerous and feared some-
thing bad would happen.

“We heard a sound like an ex-
plosion and then all we saw was 
smoke,” said the man, who gave 
only his surname, Dong. “We 
knew what had happened im-
mediately.”

The Ministry of Land and Re-
sources said it had dispatched 
personnel to help guard against 
a second collapse.

The damaged buildings in-
cluded 14 factories, two office 
buildings, one cafeteria, three 
dormitories and 13 sheds or 
workshops, Shenzhen Deputy 
Mayor Liu Qingsheng said at a 
news conference.

The Shenzhen government said 
600 people had been relocated.

Nearly 3,000 people were invol-
ved in the rescue efforts, aided by 
151 cranes, backhoes and other 
construction equipment, along 

with rescue dogs and specialized 
life-detecting equipment.

CCTV said President Xi 
Jinping and Premier Li Keqiang 
issued orders to make rescuing 
those trapped the top priority.

The initial landslide sparked 
an explosion in a gas pipeline 
owned by PetroChina, the coun-
try’s top oil and gas producer. By 
yesterday morning, the fire was 
extinguished and a temporary 
section of pipe was being laid.

Three decades of headlong 
economic growth have been ca-
tching up with China in terms of 
safety and damage to the envi-
ronment. Many of the country’s 
major cities suffer from chronic 
air pollution. A four-day smog 
red alert continued in Beijing 
yesterday, forcing schools to 
close, factories to curtail pro-
duction and half the city’s cars 
off the roads. AP

He will report to Greg Fo-
ran, president and CEO of 
Wal-Mart’s U.S. division 
starting in mid-January. 
Rogers, a 10-year-veteran 
at the company, has been 
the head of marketing 
and social media in Chi-
na for two years.

Rogers succeeds long-
time marketing chief Ste-
phen Quinn, who retires 
next month. Wal-Mart has 
also beefed up its marke-
ting muscle by hiring 
former Target marketing 
executive Michael Fran-
cis as consultant. Fran-

cis is best known for his 
nearly 30-year career at 
Target, where he helped 
create the discounter’s 
cheap-chic image throu-
gh whimsical advertising.

Wal-Mart Stores Inc., 
in a shift, is focusing on 
higher-income shoppers 

where it sees more grow-
th. But it’s still a tricky 
feat. The Bentonville, 
Arkansas-based company 
announced in October 
that annual profit could 
fall as much as 12 percent 
for its fiscal 2017 as it in-
vests heavily online and in 

its stores. The retailer is 
facing increasing compe-
tition from online players 
like Amazon.com and 
from dollar-store chains.

Prior to moving to Chi-
na, Rogers worked for 
eight years in the Wal
-Mart’s marketing divi-
sion. Before joining Wal
-Mart, Rogers spent seve-
ral years with Pepsi-Co’s 
Frito-Lay division. AP
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 ASIA-PACIFIC亞太版

Nattasuda Anusonadisai, Bangkok 

THAILAND’S govern-
ment said yesterday it 
is not ignoring the sla-
very and forced labor 

in its lucrative shrimp industry 
that was highlighted in an Asso-
ciated Press investigation pub-
lished last week.

Government spokesman San-
sern Kaewkamnerd, flanked by 
police, navy and other officials, 
held a news conference speci-
fically to address issues raised 
by the AP story. The report has 
elicited widespread reactions 
around the world, including 
from major food companies in 
the U.S., Europe and Australia 
that buy Thai seafood.

Sansern said the government 
was already aware of slavery in 
the industry before the AP re-
port was released Dec. 14.

“The report said that govern-
ment officials ignore (this ma-
tter) ... This is not the truth,” 
he said. “Authorities found it 
first,” he said, adding that the 
Thai government wants the 
shrimp industry to have “pro-
per working conditions accor-
ding to international laws.”

Thailand is one of the world’s 
biggest shrimp providers and 
its seafood export industry is 
estimated to bring in about $7 
billion annually.

The AP report revealed the wi-
despread use of undocumented 
migrant laborers, many from 
neighboring Myanmar. Many 
of these laborers end up being 
tricked or sold into shrimp-pee-
ling sheds where they are for-
ced to work 16-hour days with 
no time off and little or no pay 
for sometimes years at a time.

Many workers are held under 
debt bondage, forced to repay 
money the company gave to the 
agents who sold them. Some 
end up locked inside. Others 
are allowed to go out, but only 
if they leave their children or 
spouse behind as a guarantee 
against running away.

RESCUERS have pul-
led out 39 survivors 

and three dead from a 
passenger boat that sank 
in central Indonesia after 
being buffeted by high 
waves, and resumed ef-
forts yesterday to reach 
scores of others still mis-
sing.

The fiberglass ferry was 
on its way from Kolaka in 
Southeast Sulawesi pro-
vince crossing the Gulf 
of Bone to Siwa town in 
South Sulawesi province, 
when it was overwhel-
med by waves more 
than 3 meters (10 feet) 
high during stormy wea-

Burmese workers are escorted by soldiers and police officers as they leave a shrimp shed after a raid conducted by Thailand’s 
Department of Special Investigation in Samut Sakhon, Thailand

A relative of a passenger of a ferry that sank off Sulawesi Island, 
inspects the list of passengers put up at the accident information 
center at the port in Siwa

Thai government says it’s not 
ignoring shrimp sheds slavery 

At the news conference yes-
terday government officials did 
not deny the existence of forced 
labor. But they disputed parts 
of the story, especially the AP’s 
assertion that police took bri-
bes and turned a blind eye to 
the practices in the industry.

“This is not true,” Sansern 
said without elaborating.

The AP stood by its report, 
part of a series of investiga-
tions this year into slavery in 
the fishing industry in the re-
gion. More than 2,000 trapped 
fishermen were freed earlier 
this year from an island in In-
donesia as a result of the AP’s 
work. The reports also have led 
to a dozen arrests, millions of 
dollars’ worth of seizures and 
proposals for new federal laws.

“We stand firmly behind our 
reporters’ coverage, which has 
been scrupulous, thorough 
and fair,” said Paul Colford, 
an AP vice president and di-
rector of media relations. 
“Their stories exposing the 
enslavement of workers in the 
Southeast Asian fishing indus-
try have been a source of great 
pride throughout The Associa-
ted Press.”

The AP focused last week’s 
story on a shrimp shed sou-
thwest of Bangkok in Samut 
Sakhon, the heart of the coun-
try’s shrimp processing indus-
try. The shed was raided last 
month after a worker escaped. 
But while several undocumen-
ted workers were detained, no 
one with the company was ar-

rested on human-trafficking 
charges, and the shed reopened 
days later.

Police in Bangkok have since 
ordered local authorities to re
-investigate the shed for human 
trafficking. Arrests have been 
made, the shed has been clo-
sed and Samut Sakhon police 
have held a meeting to explain 
human-trafficking laws to shed 
owners.

The story noted that the go-
vernment has recently passed 
laws to crack down on abusive 
employers, but also revealed 
gaps in those efforts, with some 
former slaves saying police sold 
them to agents to be trafficked 
again.

Sansern also took issue with 
the AP’s statement that human 

trafficking “has helped turn 
Thailand into one of the world’s 
biggest shrimp providers.”

The AP report also pinpointed 
the case of a man and his preg-
nant wife from Myanmar who 
had been trapped with nearly 
100 other Burmese migrants, 
including children who worked 
alongside them. Among them 
was a girl so small she had to 
stand on a stool to reach the 
peeling tables.

Sansern said there might be 
five or 10 people like that cou-
ple, “but they don’t represent 
all 3 million migrant workers 
that Thailand looks after.”

Sansern said pictures showing 
children seated with parents at 
the work table reflects “Asian 
lifestyle” and not necessarily 
child labor. But he added that 
this needs to change and said 
authorities are now allocating 
space for children away from 
the work area.

Kornchai Klayklueng, the 
head of the anti-human traf-
ficking wing of the police, told 
the same news conference that 
“a number of things, including 
the report about debt-bound la-
borers, interest us, and we are 
looking into it and will prosecu-
te” the culprits.

A day after the AP report, Thi-
raphong Chansiri, the president 
of Thai Union, one of the wor-
ld’s biggest seafood exporters, 
expressed frustration and pro-
mised change. He said the AP 
investigation should be a “wake
-up call” to the industry. Many 
exporters have bought shrimp 
from, or outsourced peeling 
work to, smaller operators who 
have less oversight. AP

INDONESIA

80 missing, 3 dead as big waves sink boat
ther Saturday, said Roki 
Asikin, head of the sear-
ch and rescue agency in 
Makassar, the capital of 
South Sulawesi.

The boat was carrying 
110 passengers and 12 
crew members, Asikin 
said. The passengers in-
cluded 14 children.

Operational chief of the 
local search rescue agency 
Ivan Ahmad Rizki Titus 
said the National Search 
and Rescue Agency was 
deploying a helicopter 
and boats, while the navy 
was sending in warships 
to join the rescue efforts. 
He added that a CN-235 

aircraft of the air force 
joined the search Sunday.

Earlier, six rescue boats 
and ships were dispat-
ched after they received 
a distress call from the 
crew, who reported that 
the vessel was starting to 
take on water about 21 
kilometers southeast of 
Siwa port, Asikin said.

Fishermen found four 
people who had been on 
the boat, including a wo-
man and a child. They 
told authorities that the 
boat sank hours after 
being hit by high waves.

Thirty-five other sur-
vivors and three bodies 

were found later Sunday, 
said Transportation Mi-
nistry spokesman Julius 
Barata. He said all of the 
survivors were taken to 
hospitals.

The search for the 80 
people still missing was 
called off at nightfall Sun-
day and resumed yester-
day morning.

Television video showed 
dozens of family mem-
bers anxiously waiting 
for their loved ones at the 
Siwa port.

The acting chief of the 
Kolaka port authori-
ty, Muhammad Yunus, 
said the Marina boat was 
seaworthy when it left for 
the estimated six-hour 
voyage. Indonesian boat 
accidents have killed hun-
dreds of people in recent 
years. AP
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 WORLD 分析

Alan Clendenning, Harold Heckle, 
Madrid

A strong showing Sun-
day by a pair of ups-
tart parties in Spain’s 
general election upen-

ded the country’s traditional 
two-party system, with the ru-
ling Popular Party winning the 
most votes but falling far short 
of a parliamentary majority and 
at risk of being booted from 
power.

Days or weeks of negotiations 
will be needed to determine 
who will govern Spain, with 
the new far-left Podemos and 
business-friendly Ciudadanos 
parties producing shockwaves 
because of strong support from 
voters weary of high unem-
ployment, a seemingly endless 
string of official corruption ca-
ses and disgust over the coun-
try’s political status quo.

If forced out of government, 
Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy 
and his Popular Party would 
become the third European 
victims this year of a voter 
backlash against austerity — 
following elections in Greece 
and Portugal seen as ballot box 
rebellions against unpopular 
tax hikes and spending cuts 
invoked during the eurozone’s 
debt crisis.

In past Spanish elections, the 
Popular Party and the main 
opposition Socialists were the 
established powerhouses and 
only needed support from tiny 
parties to get a majority in par-
liament when they didn’t win 
one from voters.

But Podemos came in a strong 
third place and Ciudadanos 
took fourth in their first elec-
tion fielding national candi-
dates — setting up a period of 
uncertainty as parties negotiate 
with each other to see which 
ones may be able to form a go-
verning alliance.

“Spain is not going to be the 
same anymore and we are 
very happy,” said a jubilant 
Pablo Iglesias, the pony-tai-
led leader of Podemos. With 
99.9 percent of the vote coun-
ted, the Popular Party won 
123 seats in the 350-member 
lower house of Parliament — 
far below the 186-seat ma-
jority it won four years ago 
after beating the Socialists 
in a landslide. The Socialist 
Party received 90 seats, whi-
le Podemos and allies won 69 
and Ciudadanos got 40.

Analysts said the outcome 
will make it extremely difficult 
for the Popular Party to form a 
coalition or get voted into par-
liament as a minority govern-
ment because it does not get 
enough seats by allying only 
with Ciudadanos, its closest 
possible ideological partner.

The Popular Party would 
also need support from par-
ties that won 17 seats in the 
northeastern Catalonia region 
and are seeking independence 
from Spain or want more re-
gional financial power and feel 

 The outcome 
will make it 
extremely 
difficult for 
the Popular 
Party to form 
a coalition or 
get voted into 
parliament as a 
minority gov’t

Pablo Iglesias, leader of Podemos party, casts his vote for the national elections in Madrid

GENERAL ELECTION 

Spain ruling party could be out 
with big vote for upstarts

alienated by Rajoy’s firm rejec-
tion of their causes.

And Spain has never had a so 
called “grand coalition” that 
would bring the Popular Party 
and the Socialists together. Pri-
me Minister Mariano Rajoy told 
cheering supporters shortly af-
ter midnight yesterday that he 
would try to form a government 
but didn’t provide any details of 
how he might accomplish that 
goal.

“This party is still the No. 1 
force in Spain,” Rajoy declared.

But Socialist leader Pedro 
Sanchez said the result clearly 
shows “Spain wants a move to 
the left,” adding that he and his 
party are ready for talks that 
could lead to a governing ac-
cord.

The Socialists could try to 
team up with Podemos and 

Ciudadanos in a three-way 
“coalition of losers” similar to 
an electoral outcome that ha-
ppened in neighboring Portu-
gal last month. Also possible 
for the Socialists is a deal with 
Podemos plus smaller regional 
parties that won just a few sea-
ts each — not requiring the su-
pport of Ciudadanos.

“It looks like a Socialist gover-
nment,” said Federico Santi, 
a London-based analyst with 
the Eurasia Group political risk 
consultancy.

“Reaching a deal between 
the Socialists, Ciudadanos and 
Podemos is not going to be 
straightforward. ... But if the 
alternative is leaving the coun-
try without a government, the 
pressure will be on the parties.”

Podemos and Ciudadanos 
both gained strength by por-
traying the Popular Party and 
the Socialists as out-of-touch 
behemoths run by politicians 
who care more about main-
taining their own power than 
citizens’ needs.

Miguel Redondo, a 19-year
-old Madrid university student, 
said he voted for Podemos be-
cause “it’s the party that best 
understands the difficulties 
that young people are going 
through” in a nation where jo-
blessness for people under 25 is 
more than double the country’s 
overall 21 percent unemploy-
ment rate.

Spain’s 36.5 million registered 
voters elected representatives 

to the lower house of parlia-
ment and to the Senate, which 
has less legislative power. Vo-
ting was brisk with lines out-
side some polling stations and 
voter participation of 73.2 per-
cent, up from 68.9 percent in 
the 2011 election.

Francisco Herrera, a 43-year
-old porter in Madrid, said he 
was disappointed with Rajoy’s 
leadership, but voted for the 
Popular Party because it “de-
fends the economy and the type 
of government that suits us ri-
ght now.”

The nation’s devastating eco-
nomic crisis, non-stop corrup-
tion scandals and a separatist 
drive in the northeastern region 
of Catalonia have dominated 
Spanish politics over the past 
four years. Rajoy has boasted 
about his handling of the eco-
nomy, done his best to skirt the 
corruption minefield and has 
vowed to halt the independence 
push.

His administration’s bi-
ggest success has been in 
pulling Spain back from an 
economic abyss in 2012 and re-
turning the economy to steady 
growth, but the jobless rate has 
come down slowly and salaries 
for people entering the work-
force are 30 percent lower than 
they were in 2008. This fueled 
claims by Ciudadanos and Po-
demos that the Socialists plun-
ged Spain into an economic cri-
sis and the Popular Party failed 
to fix the problem.

Rajoy’s party adopted unpo-
pular austerity measures and 
labor and financial reforms that 
are credited with creating jobs 
but blamed for damaging the 
country’s social welfare system. 
Although Spain’s economy is 
now one of the fastest-growing 
in the 28-nation European 
Union, its unemployment rate 
is the second-highest in the EU 
after Greece.

Rajoy’s administration has 
also been hurt by his U-turn 
on a promise not to raise taxes 
and by cuts to national heal-
th care and public education. 
And many Spaniards are angry 
about what they perceive as the 
impunity of politicians and bu-
siness leaders amid incessant 
corruption cases.

The question of independence 
for economically and politically 
powerful Catalonia has divided 
that region and soured political 
ties with the rest of Spain. Ra-
joy vowed to quash what is seen 
as the biggest threat to Spanish 
unity in recent decades. Other 
parties favor negotiations to de-
volve more power to Catalonia, 
and Podemos wants to let Cata-
lan separatists hold a secession 
referendum.

Rajoy, 60, championed con-
servative social policies, siding 
with the Roman Catholic Chur-
ch against abortion. But he rai-
sed questions about his future 
as the Popular Party leader by 
including his deputy, 44-year
-old Soraya Saenz de Santama-
ria, on campaign posters.

Sanchez, a 43-year-old for-
mer university economics 
professor, was unknown to 
most Spaniards until he was 
elected leader last year of the 
Socialists.

Iglesias, 37, and his party 
want to break the mold of Spa-
nish politics. Podemos, or We 
Can in English, was born from 
massive Madrid street protests 
in 2011 that drew mainly young 
Spaniards weary of corruption.

Ciudadanos, which means Ci-
tizens, has the media-savvy Al-
bert Rivera as its leader. At 36, 
he was the youngest candidate, 
and his party featured mode-
rate, business-friendly policies 
plus a pledge to crack down on 
corruption.

After voting in a Barcelona su-
burb, Rivera said the election 
marks the start of a new era — 
especially for young Spaniards 
like himself, born after the na-
tion’s 1939-1975 dictatorship.

“Those of us who didn’t ex-
perience the first democratic 
transition are experiencing a 
second one,” Rivera said. AP
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what’s ON ...

MACAU PRINTMAKING TRIENNIAL
TIME: 10am-7pm 
(Closed on Mondays, No admission after 6:30 pm) 
UNTIL: February 14, 2016
VENUE: Macau Museum of Art, 
Av. Xian Xing Hai, s/n, NAPE 
ADMISSION: MOP5 
(Free on Sundays and public holidays) 
ENQUIRIES: (853) 8791 9814

MACAU HANDOVER HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS 
DONATED BY LAU SIN PENG
TIME: 10am-7pm 
(Closed on Mondays, No admission after 6:30 pm) 
UNTIL: December 31, 2015
VENUE: Multi-function Hall, 
Handover Gifts Museum of Macao 
ADMISSION: MOP5 
(Free on Sundays and public holidays) 
ENQUIRIES: (853) 8791 9814

PHOTOGRAPHS OF MACAU OLD SHOPS
TIME: 10am-7pm 
(Closed on Mondays, No admission after 6:30 pm) 
UNTIL: December 31, 2015
VENUE: Macau Museum of Art, 
Av. Xian Xing Hai, s/n, NAPE 
ADMISSION: MOP5 
(Free on Sundays and public holidays) 
ENQUIRIES: (853) 8791 9814

ARTISTIC CRAFTSMANSHIP OF OUR ANCESTORS 
– EXHIBITION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL RELICS  
OF TAIPA AND COLOANE
TIME: 10am-6pm (Closed on Mondays
UNTIL: December 31, 2015 
VENUE: Museum of Taipa and Coloane History 
ADMISSION: MOP5 (Adult); MOP2 (Student or 
Group); Free (Under 12 or above 65)  
ENQUIRIES: (853) 8988 4100 / 2882 7103 

THE COLLECTION EXHIBITION OF TAI FUNG TONG 
ART HOUSE
TIME: 2pm-6pm daily (Except Mondays)
VENUE: Tai Fung Tong Art House, 
Calçada da Igreja de S. Lázaro 7 
ADMISSION: Free  
ENQUIRIES: (853) 2835 3537 / 2834 6626

this day in history

The American superstar Madonna has married Bri-
tish movie director Guy Ritchie at an exclusive cere-
mony in the Scottish Highlands.

Journalists and members of the public were kept 
well away from the heavily guarded Skibo Castle near 
Dornoch in Sutherland. Among those on the star-stu-
dded guest list were Sting, dressed in a kilt, and his 
wife Trudie Styler. They introduced the couple two 
years ago.

The actress Gwyneth Paltrow was maid of honor 
and two best-men were nightclub owner Piers Adam 
and film producer Matthew Vaughn. Also invited were 
actor Rupert Everett and fashion designers Stella 
McCartney and Donatella Versace.

Madonna, aged 42, married Mr Ritchie, who is 
ten years her junior, in a ceremony steeped in the 
groom’s Scottish heritage. Mr Ritchie wore a kilt in 
the Hunting Mackintosh tartan and his bride’s white 
Gothic-style dress was adorned with a sash of the 
same tartan. The bride was given away by her father, 
Tony Ciccone, and watched by her four-year-old dau-
ghter Lourdes.

A Church of Scotland minister, the Rev Susan 
Brown, who had baptized the couple’s four-month 
old son Rocco yesterday in Dornoch Cathedral, pre-
sided. Then guests were treated to a smoked salmon 
and haggis champagne reception followed by a cei-
lidh - a traditional party with singing, dancing and 
Scottish music. Mr and Mrs Ritchie are expected to 
spend their honeymoon in Sting’s Grade 1 listed Tu-
dor mansion in Wiltshire.

Yesterday hundreds of people came to Dornoch Ca-
thedral to get a glimpse of Madonna and child as they 
arrived for the christening of Rocco. Some even clim-
bed trees to get a better view of the celebrities. One 
fan, Sharon Sutherland from Inverness, was herself 
married at the cathedral seven years ago.

“I wanted to come here today because I have always 
been a fan of Madonna,” she said. Two men were 
arrested at the cathedral and charged with various 
offences - one of them hid inside the building during 
the baptism.

                   Courtesy BBC News

2000 MADONNA WEDS HER GUY

IN CONTEXT
Madonna is widely regarded as the most popular female pop 
music artist ever.
She made her name in the 1980s with hit singles such as “Like 
a Virgin”, “Material Girl” and “Like a Prayer”.
She also starred in various films in the 1990s including the 
critically acclaimed Evita in 1996.
The Ritchies made a film together - Swept Away - in 2002 
which turned out to be a flop. Madonna has since published 
two children’s books - The English Roses and Mr Peabody’s 
Apples.

Offbeat

Prague Zoo says it likely has the longest Chinese 
giant salamander now on Earth.

The critically endangered animal is the largest amphi-
bian on the planet.

In a statement Sunday, the zoo says Karlo, a Chinese 
giant salamander it received 19 months ago from the 
State Museum of Natural History in Karlsruhe, Ger-
many, is likely the biggest representative of its spe-
cies. The zoo says, according to the latest measu-
rements done Friday, that Karlo is 1.58 meters (long.

Karlo’s age is estimated at 37 to 38 years and weight 
is 35 kilograms.

The largest salamander on record was 1.8 meters 
long.

The zoo says its worldwide check didn’t reveal any 
longer-living salamander.

PRAGUE ZOO CLAIMS TO HAVE THE 
LONGEST SALAMANDER ON EARTH 

INFOTAINMENT 資訊／娛樂 
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TV canal macau
13:30
14:30
15:15
15:30
16:15
17:40
18:30
19:35
20:30
21:00
21:40
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:30

News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Documentary    
Publicity    
Classic Music    
Portuguese Movie    
Trail of Lies (Repeated)    
TDM Sport (Repeated)    
Soap Opera    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Intreview    
Non-Daily Port. News    
Trail of Lies    
TDM News    
Miscellaneous    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
   

cinema
CINETEATRO
17 DEC - 30 DEC

STAR WARS: THE FORCE AWAKENS_
ROOM 1
(2D) 2.15, 4.45, 9.45 pm
(3D) 7.15 pm
Director: J.J. Abrams
Starring: Teresa Palmer, Luke Bracey, Édgar Ramírez
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 135min

POINT BREAK_
ROOM 2
(17 DEC) (2D) 2.30, 4.30, 9.30 pm
(3D) 7.30 pm
Director: Ericson Core
Starring: Teresa Palmer, Luke Bracey, Édgar 
Ramírez
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 113min

SNOOPY: THE PEANUTS MOVIE_
ROOM2
(19-23 DEC) (2D) 2.30, 4.30 pm
(18-23 DEC) (3D) 7.30 pm
Director:  Steve Martino
Language: Cantonese (English and Cantonese)
Duration: 88min

IP MAN 3_
ROOM 2
(19-20 DEC) 9.30 pm
(24-30 DEC) 5.45, 9.30 , 11.30 pm
Director: Wilson Yip Wai Shun
Starring: Donnie Yen, Lynn Xiong, Max Zhang
Language: Cantonese (English and Cantonese)
Duration: 110min

LOVE THE COOPERS_
ROOM 3
2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm
Director:  Jessie Nelson
Starring: Aalan Arkin, John Goodman, Ed Helms, 
Diane Keaton
Language: Cantonese (English and Cantonese)
Duration: 105min

YO-KAI WATCH THE MOVIE_
ROOM 3
(24-30 DEC) 2.15, 5.50 pm
Director:  Shigeharu Takahashi
Language: Cantonese (English and Cantonese)
Duration: 91min

THE LITTLE PRINCE_
ROOM 3
(19-20 DEC) (2D) 4.30 pm
(23 DEC) (2D) 7.30 pm
(24-30 DEC) (2D) 2.00, 7.30, 9.30 pm 
Director:  Mark Osborne
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 108min

MACAU TOWER
17 DEC - 6 JAN
STAR WARS: THE FORCE AWAKENS_
2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director: J.J. Abrams
Starring: Teresa Palmer, Luke Bracey, Édgar Ramírez
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 135min
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omACROSS: 1- Actual; 5- Unit of computer memory; 9- Month of showers; 14- Prefix 

with present; 15- Bridle strap; 16- Starbucks order; 17- Hog sound; 18- Unfinished; 20- 
Spirited horses; 22- Artful; 23- Those, to Juan; 24- Weeps; 26- Env. notation; 28- Wide 
view of an extensive area; 32- Sacred place; 36- Toothpaste tube abbr.; 37- Fishhook 
line; 39- Yoga posture; 40- Mai ___; 42- Singer John; 44- Poses; 45- Fish with a net; 
47- Hurl; 49- Boozehound; 50- Native of Hyderabad or Mumbai; 52- Study of correct 
pronunciation; 54- Bearing; 56- Divine Secrets of the ___ Sisterhood; 57- Iowa city; 60- 
Hunky-dory; 62- Woman’s shoe style; 66- American wildcat; 69- I could ___ horse!; 70- 
Texas A&M player; 71- Adopted son of Claudius; 72- Circular band; 73- Mob scenes; 
74- Visualized; 75- Gin flavoring; 

DOWN: 1- Outback hoppers; 2- Send out; 3- Green Gables girl; 4- Thus; 5- Capital 
of Queensland Australia; 6- Desire; 7- 
Nervous twitches; 8- ___ Gay; 9- Mont 
Blanc, for one; 10- Whiteness; 11- AAA 
suggestions; 12- Sock ___ me!; 13- Wine 
sediment; 19- Legendary story; 21- Actress 
Diana; 25- Refine metal; 27- Acapulco aunt; 
28- Singer LaBelle; 29- I don’t give ___!; 
30- Water nymph; 31- Clipped conjunction; 
33- Bluffer’s ploy; 34- Dominant; 35- Beastly; 
38- Motor truck; 41- Tankini, e.g.; 43- Short 
note; 46- Chou En-___; 48- Reasons; 51- 
Approach; 53- Westerns; 55- People and 
places, e.g.; 57- Cracked; 58- Biblical trio; 59- 
Breakfast brand; 61- Leg joint; 63- Racetrack 
boundary; 64- ___ time (never); 65- Leaf of a 
book; 67- DDE opponent; 68- Rapping Dr.;

Friday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 AD

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINA

WORLD

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 1990 992
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂 

4
-6
7
-8
5
8
10
10
16
11
13
8
11
24
20
22

drizzle
drizzle
drizzle
drizzle

overcast/drizzle

4
9
10
9
8

6
11
12
13
11

-4
-18
0

-16
-2
-6
2
7
4
5
8
4
6

19
15
19

foggy/smoggy
foggy

foggy/smoggy
clear

smoggy
clear/cloudy
cloudy/clear

overcast
clear

overcast
cloudy/drizzle

overcast/drizzle
overcast/drizzle
drizzle/overcast
overcast/drizzle

cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You need to deal with something real 
today — so make sure that you’re 
ready and willing. Things could get 
pretty weird if you don’t tackle it 
directly, so just ignore everything 
else.

April 20-May 20
Your people are at your side today 
— though some may have to phone 
it in. Don’t worry about it, because 
your social energy should see you 
through any troubles that are likely 
to arise today.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Your career path seems clearer 
than ever before — though it still 
may feel somewhat daunting. Just 
keep on moving and see where it 
takes you, as things are sure to get 
better soon enough.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your personal energy feels just 
right today — and for good reason! 
You may find that you can handle 
almost anything without ruffling any 
feathers or causing more problems 
than you solve.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Keep your financial dealings within 
the family — or even closer — 
today. You need to be in charge as 
much as possible, and if you have 
to make joint decisions, you’re 
better off waiting for a few days.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Avoid the temptation to be overly 
critical today — hard as it may be! 
People just aren’t ready for your 
tough love, so try to get creative and 
show them how they can do better.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You need to relax and accept that 
your schedule is just going to be a 
little hectic today — and you might 
have to cancel or postpone some of 
the stuff you were looking forward 
to! It settles down soon enough.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Now is the time to make your move 
romantically. If you’re already 
with someone, shower them with 
gifts and affection or just request 
some time alone today or tonight. 
You won’t be sorry!

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You just can’t seem to get yourself 
going today, try as you might. It’s 
a good time to deal with domestic 
issues anyway, so maybe you should 
call in sick to whatever is going on 
around you.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You need to explore your creative 
side — especially in writing, though 
you should use any tools that feel 
right to you. It’s easier than usual to 
tap into the wellspring of new ideas.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Focus your energy outward today 
— though there is so much of it, 
you may have a hard time focusing 
it! That’s okay, because things are 
looking up for you and those around 
you.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Money is even more precious today 
— so don’t let go of any more than 
you absolutely must! Things look 
good in general, but you’ve got 
to avoid the temptation to make 
impulse purchases.

  Aquarius Pisces
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David Hulmes, Yokohama

A double strike from 
Luis Suarez and a 
controversial opening 
goal from Lionel Mes-

si fired Barcelona to its third 
Club World Cup title on Sunday 
as the European champion beat 
South American champion Ri-
ver Plate 3-0 in the final.

Messi scored from close range 
in the 36th minute but replays 
strongly suggested the ball hit 
his right arm before he shot 
home.

Suarez added to his semifinal 
hat trick against China’s Guan-
gzhou Evergrande, scoring just 
four minutes after the break 
against River Plate. He ran 
down the right flank onto a fine 
through ball from Sergio Bus-
quets that exposed the Argenti-
ne team’s defense.

Brazil striker Neymar, who 
overcame a recent groin injury, 
supplied the cross which Suarez 
headed home in the 68th for his 
second, making it five goals in 
two matches for the Uruguay 
forward.

Barcelona is the first club to 
lift the trophy in its modern 
format three times, following 
triumphs in 2009 and 2011.

“We came to be No. 1 in the 
world and we achieved our 
goal,” said Suarez. “I felt very 
strong with Neymar and Messi 
and we were able to win quite 
easily.”

It was the second time Messi 
had found himself at the center 
of controversy this week. He 
missed Thursday’s 3-0 semi-

Graham Dunbar

SEPP Blatter and Mi-
chel Platini were each 

banned for eight years by 
the FIFA ethics commit-
tee yesterday in a stunning 
removal of world soccer’s 
most powerful leaders.

FIFA President Blat-
ter and his one-time prote-
ge Platini were kicked out 
of the sport for conflict of 
interest and disloyalty to 
FIFA in a USD2 million 
payment deal that is also 
the subject of a criminal in-
vestigation in Switzerland.

Blatter’s FIFA career is 
ending in disgrace after 
more than 17 years as pre-
sident and 40 years in total 
with the scandal-hit gover-
ning body.

Platini’s bid to succeed 
his former mentor in the 
Feb. 26 presidential elec-
tion is now likely over, 
though both are expec-
ted to appeal at the FIFA 
appeals committee and 
the Court of Arbitration for 
Sport.

 Blatter and 
Platini both 
have strong 
motivation 
to fight the 
bans

 
We played 
against the 
great players of 
Barcelona — 
Messi, Neymar 
and Suarez — 
and they are 
able to do what 
they want.

MARCELO GALLARDO
RIVER PLATE COACH 

FC Barcelona’s Neymar, center, celebrates with teammates during an award ceremony after defeating River Plate 3-0 

Barcelona beats River Plate 3-0 
to take Club World Cup title 

final win over Guangzhou due 
to apparent renal colic, amid 
suspicions he had been simply 
rested for the final.

“Three days ago he was in-
jured but he had a strong will 
to play in this match,”Barce-
lona coach Luis Enrique said 
after watching his team lift the 
trophy.

“We had our game plan and 
that was something we achieved 
until the Messi goal,” said River 
Plate coach Marcelo Gallardo. 
“We played against the great 
players of Barcelona — Messi, 

Neymar and Suarez — and they 
are able to do what they want.”

Earlier Sunday, Douglas 
came off the bench to score 
twice and inspire Japan’s San-
frecce Hiroshima to a come-
from-behind 2-1 win over Chi-
nese rival Guangzhou in the 
third-place game at the Club 
World Cup.

The Brazilian striker scored 21 
times this season for the Japa-
nese champions but only came 
on midway through the se-
cond half for Hisato Sato, who 
squandered a hat trick of firs-

t-half chances.
Douglas took only three mi-

nutes to get on the score sheet, 
nodding home a simple 70th-
minute equalizer.

When teammate Takuma Asa-
no headed against the bar in the 
83rd, Douglas was quickest to 
react, rising high to head home 
the looped rebound.

Guangzhou opened the sco-
ring with the fastest goal of the 
tournament — a third-minute 
header by former Tottenham 
midfielder Paulinho.

Guangzhou fans inside the 

Nissan Stadium lit up their mo-
bile phones after 25 minutes to 
show solidarity with Zou Zheng. 
The Chinese club’s defender 
wears the No. 25 shirt, and re-
mains hospitalized after being 
stretchered off with a broken 
leg in the 3-0 semifinal defeat 
to Barcelona on Thursday.

The annual tournament fea-
tures the top clubs from FIFA’s 
six continental confederations 
plus the champion of the host 
country. AP

FIFA ethics court bans Blatter, Platini for 8 years
Blatter has suggested he 

could pursue a lengthier 
appeal to Switzerland’s hi-
ghest court, the federal tri-
bunal, which can intervene 
if legal process was abused.

Ethics judges decided 
that Blatter and Platini 

broke FIFA Code of Ethics 
rules on conflicts of inte-
rest, breach of loyalty and 
offering or receiving gifts.

Both denied wrongdoing 
in 2011 when Platini took 
$2 million of FIFA money 
approved by Blatter as un-
contracted salary for work 
as a presidential adviser 
from 1999-2002.

Blatter was fined 50,000 

Swiss francs ($50,250) 
and Platini, a FIFA vice 
president and head of 
European soccer’s gover-
ning body UEFA, was fi-
ned 80,000 Swiss francs 
($80,400).

“Neither in his written 
statement nor in his per-
sonal hearing was Mr. Bla-
tter able to demonstrate 
another legal basis for this 
payment,” the judges said. 
“By failing to place FIFA’s 
interests first and abstain 
from doing anything which 
could be contrary to FIFA’s 
interests, Mr. Blatter vio-
lated his fiduciary duty to 
FIFA.

“His (Blatter’s) assertion 
of an oral agreement was 
determined as not convin-
cing and was rejected by 
the chamber.”

Platini, the judges said, 
“failed to act with comple-
te credibility and integri-
ty, showing unawareness 
of the importance of his 
duties and concomitant 
obligations and responsi-
bilities.”

Blatter and Platini both 
have strong motivation to 
fight the bans in fast-track 
appeal cases. Blatter, who 
turns 80 in March, wants 
a FIFA swansong by hos-
ting the election congress 
in Zurich and being made 
honorary president by the 
209 member federations.

The 60-year-old Platini 
wants to clear his name, 
pass a FIFA integrity check 
and be declared an official 
candidate in the election he 
had been favored to win.

Platini’s campaign has 
stalled since being quizzed 
on Sept. 25 in a Swiss fede-
ral investigation of suspec-
ted criminal mismanage-
ment at FIFA.

Switzerland’s attor-
ney general has opened 
criminal proceedings 
against Blatter for the sus-
pected “disloyal payment” 
of FIFA money to Platini 
and selling undervalued 
World Cup TV rights for 
the Caribbean.

Platini’s status in the cri-
minal case is “between a 

witness and an accused 
person,” attorney general 
Michael Lauber said in Oc-
tober.

In recent media inter-
views, both men have said 
Platini asked Blatter for 
a salary of 1 million Swiss 
francs. He got a contract 
for 300,000 Swiss francs 
annually, in line with FI-
FA’s then-wage structure, 
plus a “gentleman’s agree-
ment” to get the rest later. 
Swiss law obliged FIFA 
only to pay the deferred 
money within five years.

Platini was paid in Fe-
bruary 2011, just befo-

re Blatter began campaig-
ning for re-election against 
Mohamed bin Hammam 
of Qatar. Platini’s UEFA 
urged its members weeks 
before the June 2011 poll 
to back Blatter, who was 
elected unopposed when 
Bin Hammam was impli-
cated in bribery.

Few FIFA officials knew 
of the Platini payment 
which emerged during a 
wider Swiss probe of the 
governing body’s business 
affairs, including suspec-
ted money laundering in 
the 2018 and 2022 World 
Cup bidding contests. AP
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Siberian city backS cat for mayor 
Tired of the dog-eat-dog politics in 

their Russian city, the residents of 
Barnaul say they want a cat to be their 
next mayor.

The Siberian city of 650,000 people, 
which lies 2,900 kilometers east of 
Moscow, is to get a new mayor next 
week when a commission comprising 
the city council and the regional go-

vernor choose from among six candi-
dates.

But none of the six appear to spark 
much affection among Barnaul’s resi-
dents. An informal online poll asking 
residents to express their preferences 
among the six and a Siamese cat na-
med Barsik showed the feline nabbing 
more than 90 percent of the vote.

40-60
Moderate

Stephanie Wong and Daniela Wei

LAS Vegas casino billio-
naire Sheldon Adelson 

said he expects Macau’s 
economy and hard-hit casi-
no industry, in the midst of 
an 18-month downturn, to 
start recovering next year.

“I think we are either at the 
bottom or near the bottom 
and then will turn around 
in the near future, certainly 
within 2016,” Adelson, the 
chairman of Sands China 
Ltd., said at a press confe-
rence in Macau where the 
casino operator is opening 
a 400-room St. Regis hotel.

Macau’s casino industry 
has been on a downward 
spiral since mid-2014 
as China’s anti-corrup-
tion campaign keeps high 
rollers at bay and a slowing 
Chinese economy hurts 
mass-market gambling. 
Operators are bracing for 
an expected 32 percent de-
cline in gross gaming reve-
nue this year before the ho-
ped-for rebound in 2016.

Sands China shares have 
plunged 32 percent so far 
this year, against the ben-
chmark Hang Seng In-
dex’s 7.8 percent drop. “I 
do agree with him that the 
worst is probably behind us 
and we could see some mo-
derate recovery in 2016,” 
said Richard Huang, an 
analyst at Nomura Hol-
dings Inc. “That said, the 
pace of recovery is likely to 
be moderate as the market 
still faces multiple macro 

Adelson sees Macau 
‘at or near’ bottom of 
gambling downturn 

headwinds like decelera-
ting growth in Chinese eco-
nomy.”

Sands China, the biggest 
foreign operator in Ma-
cau with four casinos, plans 
to open its fifth, the USD2.7 
billion Parisian Macao, in 
nine to 10 months, Adel-
son said. The Cotai Strip 
project, featuring a half-
size Eiffel Tower replica, is 
hoping to get government 
approval for 250 new gam-
bling tables, he said.

“We should have enou-
gh tables - we have asked 
for 450 but nobody is ge-
tting what they hope for,” 
said the 82-year-old ty-
coon. “We are hoping to 
get treated fairly which I’m 
quite confident the Macau 
government will do with 
us.”

Adelson, who has an esti-
mated net worth of USD22 
billion according to the 
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TOURISM! WHICH TOURISM?
Last October, the government set up a com-

mittee to help advance the transformation of 
Macau into a “World Centre for Tourism and 
Leisure” (WCTL). 

The information was released in an Executive 
Order published on October 28 in the territory’s 
Official Gazette (BO).

The “task force” includes ten high-official re-
presentatives and is chaired by the Chief Exe-
cutive himself. It was named the Committee for 
Development of the World Centre for Tourism 
and Leisure and, according to the same docu-
ment, is “responsible for drafting a blueprint 
plan for tourism development for the next five 
years.”

The Committee’s “modus operandi” includes 
conducting research and advising on policies 
to help transform the territory into this “wanted” 
center.

It additionally stated that the new body would 
simultaneously set up a mechanism to review 
the plan annually.

The Executive Order also states that “the 
chairman of the Committee may invite experts 
in different fields, and representatives from the 
public and private sectors, to join the works of 
the Committee or its meetings whenever dee-
med necessary.” It may also give powers to the 
CE’s office to “provide administrative, technical 
and logistic support.”

Even if these topics do not raise many ques-
tions or doubts, there are, in fact, two very big 
questions in my head: what does “World Cen-
tre for Tourism and Leisure” mean? And what 
is missing from Macau that would make it a 
WCTL?

I don’t think I am shocking anyone by saying 
that I consider Macau to be a fully-fledged wor-
ld city where residents mix with foreigners, with 
a name established and recognized worldwide, 
which also plays a significant role both in this 
area of the globe and in the world. Saying this, 
I think we have the “World Centre” part sorted 
out.

Let’s focus on the missing bit: “Tourism and 
Leisure”. So what is the biggest economic sec-
tor in Macau? I do not think that there is any 
doubt on that matter, with the gaming tourist-re-
lated activities having been responsible for a to-
tal contribution of 87.6 percent of the territory’s 
GDP (MOP422,038 billion) in 2014, according 
to the annual report from the World Travel & 
Tourism Council titled Travel & Tourism Eco-
nomic Impact, Macau 2015. The same report 
forecasts that this economic sector will grow by 
another 3.3 percent in 2015, and by 4 percent in 
2025 to MOP643,131.0 million, by which time it 
will represent 89.6 percent of the GDP.

This takes me back to my second question, 
but with a different approach. If we are appa-
rently already a WCTL, maybe what we want is 
not to be a WCTL but to be it in a different way. 
If this is the case, what kind of tourism are we 
talking about? Or more, what kind of tourism 
are we aiming for?

Honestly, I do not have any clear idea, or can 
even forecast, what kind of “blueprint plan draf-
ted for the tourism development for the next five 
years” that this new Committee can make. And 
when will they be able to present it?

Based on my experiences in life and what na-
ture shows us through what we call the “second 
law of thermodynamics”, all things tend to en-
tropy, to a kind of balance or even distribution. 
That law is also based on two premises: “dyna-
mics” and “time”. 

So what, in my opinion, should be the role of a 
government? Simple, to be a kind of “catalyst” 
for this (physical and chemical) reaction.

Instead, the latest developments seem to put 
the Macau government in the role of “designer” 
of Macau society, trying to control all variables 
to play in our (their) favor.

Our Desk 
Renato Marques

Bloomberg Billionaires In-
dex, added in an interview 
that he hopes Sands China 
will stand to benefit from 
its contributions to Macau 
when its 20-year gaming 
concession comes up for 
renewal after expiring in 
2022.

 “Right from the very be-
ginning we’ve done exactly 
what the government wan-
ted us to do - and people say 
we helped change the face 
of Macau,” Adelson said. 
“If that’s the case, we shou-
ld be getting at least what 
everybody else is getting 
to be fair, and hopefully we 
get something extra.”

The key is to building a 
relationship based on trust 
with the government, said 
Sands China president Wil-
fred Wong during the same 
interview. The casino ope-
rator hired the industry ou-
tsider on Nov. 1, breaking 
a tradition of having non-
Chinese executives helm 
its operations as it braces 
for stricter policies and as 
gambling-concession re-
newals loom.

“No relationship is given, 
no relationship is fore-
ver,” said Wong, a 15-year 
veteran of China’s top 
lawmaking body the Na-
tional People’s Congress. 
“You just need to prove to 
another party that you’re 
doing what you promised 
and create the trust among 
each other, I think that’s 
the only way to cultivate re-
lationships.” Bloomberg 
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U.S. The most polluted 
nuclear weapons production 
site is now the newest 
national park. Thousands of 
people are expected next 
year to tour the Hanford 
Nuclear Reservation, home 
of the world’s first full-sized 
nuclear reactor. 

U.S.  “Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens” brought in a 
galactic USD238m over 
the weekend, making it the 
biggest North American 
debut of all time according 
to studio estimates on 
Sunday. The Walt Disney 
Co. earnings destroy the 
previous opening record 
set by Universal’s “Jurassic 
World,” which drew 
USD208.8m this summer.

BELGIUM The European 
Union has renewed its 
economic sanctions against 
Russia for six months, after 
concluding that Moscow 
has failed to fully respect a 
peace agreement in eastern 
Ukraine. The sanctions 
target Russia’s financial, 
energy and defense sectors 
as well as some dual-use 
goods.

FRANCE  Air France’s fourth 
bomb hoax since the Nov. 
13 attacks on Paris led to 
the detention of a former 
police officer yesterday, the 
first arrest since a spate of 
scares began disrupting 
travel for thousands of 
its passengers. French 
authorities said the man, 
aged 58, was held after Air 
France Flight 463 completed 
its journey from the Indian 
Ocean island of Mauritius 
following a diversion 
to Kenya early Sunday 
prompted by the discovery 
of what turned out to be a 
fake device left in one of 
the Boeing Co. 777 jetliner’s 
lavatories.

SPAIN A strong showing 
Sunday by a pair of upstart 
parties in the country’s 
general election upended 
the country’s traditional 
two-party system, with 
the ruling Popular Party 
winning the most votes 
but falling far short of a 
parliamentary majority and 
at risk of being booted 
from power. More on p14

A businessman who is suspected of being 
a former triad boss was attacked and 

injured by another man in the lobby of the 
Peninsula Hotel in Tsim Sha Tsui on Sun-
day. Alleged former triad boss Kwok Wing 
Hung, who is nicknamed “Shanghai Tsai 
[Boy],” was having afternoon tea at the Pe-
ninsula Hotel when a man punched him in 
the face, reports the South China Morning 
Post (SCMP).

According to Apple Daily, the attacker 
had been able to approach the myste-
rious businessman despite the presence of 
Kwok’s four bodyguards. Kwok managed 
to evade the thrust of the attack, but suffe-
red a minor injury to his eyelid.

Kwok Wing Hung is rumored to have been 
forced to exit the VIP gaming room business 
in Macau because of mounting gambling 

debts, and has become a controversial fi-
gure in recent years since his alleged con-
nections with lawmakers were scrutinized 
by Hong Kong media in the run-up to the 
SAR’s 2012 Chief Executive elections.

Kwok was rushed to the Hong Kong Sana-
torium & Hospital on Sunday while hotel 
security staff notified the police of the in-
cident. The police investigators reviewing 
the video footage were able to identify the 
victim as the former leader of the Wo Shing 
Wo triad group.

Emerging from the hospital yesterday 
morning, Kwok told the media that he was 
not seriously injured.

The SCMP reports Kwok as having joked: 
“Someone said [I was] killed. You see – I’m 
in good shape […] just bumped into a table 
corner. You see how handsome [I am].”

Former triad boss assaulted in HK

Sheldon Adelson attends a news 
conference for the opening of the 
St. Regis Macao Hotel 
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