&= MAN ATTEMPTS
! SELF-IMMOLATION

| A 48-year-old Macau resident
_ reportedly tried to set himself

4l on fire during the midnight mass
service at the local cathedral
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CHINA'’s rubber-stamp
national legislature
yesterday approved
the country’s first
anti-terrorism law,
amid concerns that

its requirements that
tech companies share
information with the
government could hurt
business interests and
further infringe upon
human rights.

XINHUA

JAPAN A court gave the
go-ahead for the restart
of two nuclear reactors
after its operator said

in an appeal that they
were safe. The Fukui
District Court in western
Japan lifted an April
injunction that was filed
by a group of residents
who said that a massive
earthquake exceeding
the facility’s quake
resistance could cause
a disaster similar to

the Fukushima crisis
following the March 2011
quake and tsunami.

More on backpage

With articles republished from

FINANCIAL
TIMES

Japan Inc:

Spend, Xi Jinping says local economy

spend

<pend is resilient to challenges

9.3 kg of cocaine seized
iIn major police operation
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Advertising
revenue down
30 percent

Advertising companies report that
revenue has dropped nearly 30
percent from last year. This has
been primarily attributed to the
economic slump. The industry
also says the government has
tightened the enforcement of a
ban on gaming advertisements.
Analysts interviewed by TDM
linked Macau’s gaming revenue
slump to external factors, primary
of which is Mainland China’s
crackdown on corruption and
illegal money flows. With reduced
demand from companies,
advertising firms have recently
been forced to cut their prices by
15 to 20 percent.

Local orchestra
performs with
Boris Berezovsky

The Macau Orchestra has
collaborated with Russian

pianist Boris Berezovsky as

part of concerts recently held in
Guangzhou and Macau. The local
orchestra has been collaborating
with the Guangzhou Opera House
in a number of concerts since
2011. This time, Boris Berezovsky
and a widely acclaimed German
conductor, Andreas Delfs,

were invited to participate in

the concert, which presented a
number of classical masterpieces
to the public.

New Macau
Bangkok flight has
not ‘materialized’

Thai carrier Siam Air Transport
has scheduled the commencement
of two new international routes
from Bangkok Don Mueang
airport to Macau and Singapore,
according to a report issued by
Routes Online, an aviation route
analyst and media company.

The report says that, based on

the schedule listing in the global
distribution system, the airline was
scheduled to launch the service on
December 15, but the flights have
not “materialized.” Meanwhile,
Siam Air Transport is scheduled
to commence its Singapore route
from January 1, 2016, which,

like the Macau service, will ferry
passengers on the company’s new
Boeing 737 aircraft.

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

MDT’s Website has logged over
94 million page views
since January 1st, 2012 up to today.

Thank You!

Like us? facebook.com/mdtimes Iﬁ

Macau-US casino designer
opens up on life’s wor

RAD  Friedmutter, the

award-winning  architect
responsible for some of the
most expensive integrated re-
sorts and casinos in the world,
recently sat down with Business
Insider to offer some insights
into his jet-setting lifestyle.

Friedmutter, and the Fried-
mutter Group, the architectural
company which he founded in
1992, oversaw the design of the
recently-opened Studio City re-
sort in Macau.

However, the USD3.2 billion
Studio City development is only
the most recent of a long list
of projects that the group has
undertaken since its establish-
ment in the early 1990s.

With offices in Nevada, Cali-
fornia and Macau, the group
has forged a name for itself

EDUCATION

BLOOMBERG

with its designs for Horseshoe
casinos and properties, Steve
Wynn’s Golden Nugget resort,
and the already-iconic Cosmo-
politan in Las Vegas that ope-
ned in 2010.

In an interview with Business
Insider, Freidmutter told jour-
nalists that he normally works
with billionaire resort owners

Brad Friedmutter worked on the Studio City design

who approach him because of
his esteemed reputation for ca-
sino design.

“They know all of the nicest
things in the world. They've
been to the nicest hotels, and
restaurants, and places in the
world,” Friedmutter said. “You
have to be a billionaire to be in
this casino game.”

“We as designers must have
seen those places as well so
that we understand [what they
want]. It’s not just taking a tour
of them — you have to be there
and to experience it.”

In order to see these places,
Friedmutter and his wife Kim-
berly fly around the world on
a private Falcon 50 jet emb-
lazoned with the Freidmutter
Group’s logo.

When speaking about the ca-
sino operators he works with,
Friedmutter remarked “it’s a
very interesting business be-
cause they’re open 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week, 365 days a
year. And they have to figure
out how to fill those rooms and
get people to come there in di-
fferent seasons. It even varies
during the day.” Staff reporter

UM partners with mainland schools for the teaching of Portuguese

THE University of Macau (UM) has sou-
ght academic collaboration with two
mainland universities earlier this month on
Portuguese-language teaching and research.

The university, which recently faced heavy
criticism over the possibility that it will re-
duce the number of Portuguese courses, has
inked several accords with the Shanghai In-
ternational Studies University and Zhejiang
International Studies University.

According to a press release issued by the
local university yesterday, the partnership
allowed both sides to increase their coopera-
tion on student exchanges, research projects
and academic conferences.

During an official visit to the two schools,
representatives of the collaborating univer-
sities told the local delegation, led by the
Faculty of Arts and Humanities’ Dean, Hong
Gang Jin, and the Department of Portugue-

OUTH Korean pop star,
Psy (Park Jae-sang), is set
to make a cameo in the third

- i

UM representatives visited two mainland schools

se’s head, Maria Fernanda Costa, that the
schools were considering sending their ju-
nior-year undergraduates in Portuguese stu-
dies to UM for studies.

“UM hopes to create long-term collaborati-
ve relationships with more universities in or-
der to create a better environment for Portu-
guese teaching and learning, and to continue
to make contributions to the development of
Portuguese language education in Macao

and Mainland China,” the statement reads.

Last month during the Policy Address pre-
sentation, the university’s rector Wei Zhao
denied the allegation that the university had
decreased its efforts to promote the teaching
of the Portuguese language. Wei was respon-
ding to criticism from lawmakers following
the announcement that Portuguese would
cease being an optional discipline in some
UM courses. AU

NEW VICE RECTOR FOR

ADMINISTRATION

THE UM has appointed the seasoned ac-
countant Kou Mei as a new vice rector to
oversee its administrative affairs. Kou was
selected through an international recruit-
ment process.

Psy to feature in ‘From Vegas to Macau IIT’

installment of the “From Vegas
to Macau” film series, slated for
release on February 8, 2016.

The upcoming Chinese action-
comedy movie, entitled “From
Vegas to Macau III”, features
Psy in a white tuxedo, outfitted
with accessories which appear
to be high-end.

A 30-second sneak-peek trai-
ler for the film shows Psy on
a casino floor slighting — or

joking, with other gamblers.

“I've heard a lot about you,”
Psy tells Chow who plays a wor-
ld-famous gambler in the se-
ries, “let’s do it!”

According to an article on The
Hollywood Reporter, little in-
formation has been released
regarding the pop star’s role in
the film, but some have sugges-
ted that he may play a gambling
‘advisor’.

Special appearances from
Hong Kong’s Jacky Cheung and
Andy Lau are also expected for
Wong Jing’s third installment
of the action-comedy series.

Meanwhile, Chow Yun-fat,
Nick Cheung and Carina Lau
will all be reprising their roles
from “From Vegas to Macau IT”.

The previous two films in the
spin-off series from Wong’s
“God of Gamblers” franchise

AP PHOTO

[ 3 -
South Korean singer PSY performs during
his concert “All Night Stand” in Seoul

grossed around USD85 million
and USD157 million respecti-
vely at the time of their releases.
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Infant drowns
in bath while
parents fall
asleep

Japanese baby drowned in a

bathtub in the Conrad Macao
Hotel on Christmas day whilst
taking a bath with his parents,
who admitted to having had a few
drinks before the fatal incident oc-
curred. The parents of the child are
currently under investigation by
the Judiciary Police.

The tragedy occurred at approxi-
mately 10 p.m. when the Japanese
couple were relaxing with their two
newborn infants in a bathtub.

According to the testimony, the
police authorities said that the
pair involuntarily passed out for a
couple of minutes during the bath
and woke up to one of their babies
being unconscious. Both admitted
to previously consuming alcohol.

The paramedics were called to the
scene, and the child was sent to the
Hospital Conde S. Januario, where
he was pronounced dead.

The loss has devastated the mo-
ther who was also hospitalized.
The other baby was unharmed.
The couple left Macau after the in-
cident but returned to the region
yesterday to assist with the police’s
ongoing investigation.

Xi highlights region stability
during meeting with CE

HINESE President

Xi Jinping said that

Beijing places great

importance on Ma-
cau’s prosperity and stabili-
ty, urging the region to grasp
the opportunities of develop-
ment and to promote “appro-
priate diversification” of its
economy.

President Xi made the re-
marks while meeting with the
chief executive Chui Sai On,
who was in Beijing to report
his work in 2015 to the cen-
tral government.

“Although Macau’s eco-
nomy has witnessed a con-
secutive slowdown due to va-
rious factors, society remains
stable and it is facing new
opportunities with a pressure
-resistant economy,” Xi said
on Wednesday.

The president called on the
MSAR government to unite
all of society and seize oppor-
tunities to boost “appropriate
diversification” of the local
economy, in order to improve
people’s lives.

Chui Sai On (left) met with Xi Jinping in Beijing

According to Xinhua, the
local “government was told
to be prepared for any even-
tuality, maintain political sta-
bility, improve the ability of
governance and promote the
implementation of ‘one coun-
try, two systems.”

Stating that authorities in
Macau have “worked hard on
the region’s long-term pros-
perity and achieved new de-
velopments”, Xi said that the
central government “fully en-
dorses the work of Chui and

the SAR government.”

Xi recalled that he atten-
ded celebrations marking the
15th anniversary of Macau’s
reunification with the Main-
land on December 19, 2014.
During the visit, he promi-
sed to clarify the borders of
the coastal areas governed by
Macau. This promise was ful-
filled this month by the enfor-
cement of new administrative
divisions which demarcated
the maritime and land zones
of the region.

According to the new map,
an 85-square-kilometer sea
area to the east and south of
Macau will be locally admi-
nistered. “Such a demarca-
tion will play a positive role in
boosting the region’s econo-
mic and social development,”
Xi said during the meeting,
which was also attended by
Zhang Dejiang, the chairman
of the Chinese parliament
(National People’s Congress
or NPC). In a separate mee-
ting with Chui on Wednes-
day, Premier Li Keqiang ple-
dged continued support to
the SAR government. Accor-
ding to Xinhua, “Li expres-
sed his appreciation of the
MSAR’s efforts to vigorously
adjust the region’s economic
structure, to improve people’s
quality of life, to manage to
achieve a fiscal surplus and to
promote the job market.”

He also called on the region
to play the role as a platform
for commercial cooperation be-
tween China and Portuguese-s-
peaking countries. MDT/Xinhua
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Man attempts self-immolation at midnight mass

48-year-old Macau resi-

dent reportedly tried to
set himself on fire during the
midnight mass service at the
local cathedral of Macau on
Christmas Eve. His action was
allegedly undertaken in pro-
test of the government’s poli-
cies.

According to TDM, the Public
Security Police reported that
the resident attempted to dou-
se himself in gasoline but was
stopped following an interven-
tion by the cathedral’s staff and
fellow worshippers. The Bishop

E Macau Govern-
ment Tourist Office
(MGTO) held a total of 75
workshops, courses and
seminars this year as part

for Macau, José Lai, was con-
ducting the mass when the in-
cident occurred.

The man was later detained by
police and sent to the psychia-
tric clinic in Taipa for examina-
tion.

The Judiciary Police said that
the man had attempted the
self-immolation due to his dis-
content with the government’s
policies.

Self-immolation, which con-
ventionally refers to the practi-
ce of setting oneself alight in an
attempted suicide, has been a

TOURISM

MGTO registers over 2,300 participants in workshops

common form of protest in Asia
since the mid-20th century, es-
pecially in Tibet, Vietnam, and
India.

The attempted suicide was
linked to another incident whi-
ch occurred earlier that night
when an individual was belie-
ved to have intentionally set a
gasoline container on fire outsi-
de a natural gas company in the
Inner Harbor district.

The police added that they be-
lieve that the man now detained
was responsible for causing the
previous incident. Staff reporter

The Macau cathedral

of its training opportunities
program, entitled “Quality
Tourism Services Accredi-
tation Scheme” (QTSAS),
which targeted professio-
nals in the travel trade and
the catering industry.

The workshops are held to
help service providers cater
to visitors from a growing
range of market segments,
to foster quality tourism,
and to build a positive des-

:

T

Members of the local tourism
industry attend a seminar on
Islamic culture

tination image.
According to a press re-
lease issued by the MGTO,

the training courses were
attended by over 2,300
participants, including tour
guides, personnel of travel
agencies, and employees in
the hospitality, retail and
catering industries.

Among the workshops
held was the “International
Introductory Award in Hos-
pitality Customer Service,”
which was made available
to award-winning mer-

chants of 2014. Meanwhile,
the workshops titled “Ser-
vice Mentality of Frontli-
ne Staff” and “Managing
Difficult Customers” were
conducted to help frontline
employees embrace a more
positive attitude at work
and to improve their servi-
ce skills.

MGTO says that they will
continue to target the cate-
ring industry next year, but

will add a special focus on
travel agencies.

The office also says that
internships were offered
to tourism office person-
nel from Portuguese-s-
peaking countries as part
of the QTSAS program.
MGTO has this year joi-
ned the Supporting Office
to the Secretariat of Chi-
na and the Portuguese-S-
peaking Countries Econo-

mic Cooperation Forum
(Macao) to coordinate
these internships, and to
build a foundation of coo-
peration for future years.

According to MGTO,
there were tourism office
personnel from Lusopho-
ne territories such as Cape
Verde, Guinea-Bissau and
East Timor attending the
workshops between March
and May 2015.
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ICQ dental team is a group of dental specialists with internationally recognized qualifications.
We provide all range of dental services:

= Oral examination and radiology investigation
- Restorative and Cosmetic Dentistry

— Children Dentistry

- Orthodontic Treatment

- Oral and Dental implant Surgery
— Endodontic Treatment
— Periodontal Treatment
- Emergency Treatment

We are committed to deliver high quality dental services with personalized care. We ensure
the highest level of infection control.
Website: www.icqoral.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/icqoral
CONSULTATION BY APPOINTMENT:  OFFICE HOUR: 10:00AM-19:00PM
Crose oN Sun, Tue ANp Pusric HoLipay

RM1907, 19/F, ATA Tower, Nos. 251A-301, Avenipa ComMERCIAL DE Macau, Macau SAR
Ter: (853)28373266

Fax: (853)28356483 EMAIL: INFO@ICQORAL.COM WWW,ICQORAL.COM

New Sunshine Cleaning Services Ltd.

Residence Cleaning

Glass Cleaning

Carpet Cleaning B
Pest Control :/// !\

Call : 2883 3008

Member of General Association of Macao Cleaning Service Industry

Services

TRANSLATIONS,
PROOFREADING, COPYWRITING,
DATA INPUT, NEWS MONITORING

We translate +10,000 words a day

Contact: Ms Juliana Cheang
Email: juliana@ktranz.com.mo
Tel: +853 2871 6081/2 Fax: +853 2871 6084

Av. da Praia Grande, 599, Edif. Comercial Rodrigues, 12 Floor C, MACAU SAR
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CCAC says gov't has discretionary
powers in land concessions

HE Commission Against

Corruption (CCAC) has
completed an investigation
into the forfeiture of idle plots
of land and has issued a report
which claims that public de-
clarations of land concession
forfeitures are entirely at the
discretion of the Public Admi-
nistration.

The investigation, which had
been undertaken at the request
of the Chief Executive in June,
sought to uncover where the de-
cision making power lies in re-
gard to recovery of unused land
cases, or whenever the land con-
cessionaire is penalized.

Such cases include the failure
of a concessionaire to complete
its projects within the stipula-
ted time period, as in the case
of the halted Pearl Horizon de-
velopment.

The CCAC now says that it fou-
nd that those decisions had not
violated the current Land Law,
adding there is no clear defini-
tion or criteria for when, how
and if, revoked land-use conces-
sions should be made public.

The public administration,

RENATO MARQUES

The ‘Pvearl Horizon construction site

according to the CCAC’s inter-
pretation, is entitled under the
Land Law to respond to such
cases either through the imposi-
tion of fines or through the de-
claration of forfeiture of the con-
cession and recovery of the land.

Therefore, the commission
says, declaring the forfeiture is
not the only legal solution, and
that the administration would be
entitled to determine whether or
not to make a declaration, based
on a legal-technical analysis.

If the failure to use the land
as agreed upon and within the
approved time period is not
wholly, or “solely attributab-
le” to the developer, the public
administration also retains the
discretion to not initiate the
procedure of land confiscation
as per the Land Law.

The CCAC report also revealed
the shortcomings of the current
legal system for resolving pro-
blems concerning idle land, in a
possible allusion to comments
made recently by lawmakers in
the Legislative Assembly.

The commission concluded
that a lack of clear stipulation
regarding accountability in the
event that a land concessionai-
re does not meet its obligations,

LAWMAKER DEMANDS EXPLANATION

LAWMAKER PEREIRA Coutinho has requested the government to
provide an explanation as to why it failed to reclaim three idle plots of
land that had not met their concessionaires’ obligations. “Even if they are
released with discretion, the government is still responsible for explain-
ing to us [... why it] excluded these plots from recovery,” the lawmaker
asserted. Coutinho added that the Land Law upholds the public’s right to
know about the intentions behind any failure to reclaim land use.

Air Macau
business
remains
profitable this
year

as well as the lack of require-
ment for the Public Adminis-
tration to disclose associated
decision-making, had led them
to suggest that the government
should further consider the re-
vision of existing laws.

Other recommendations in
the CCAC report included in-
creased transparency in the
decision-making process regar-
ding the forfeiture of land con-
cessions, as well as the timely
and accurate release of relevant
information to the public.

It added that the fine that the
Public Administration may
impose on developers was too
small to serve as an effective
deterrent against malpractice.
Staff reporter

Air Macau has introduced
more carriers into its fleet

in order to service increased
flights to and from South
Korea and Taiwan, as well as
the company’s newly-launched
flights to Japan’s Fukuoka
that will commence early

next year. Despite the current
economic downturn, the
airline’s executives said that
the company has “maintained
their profits” as a result of their
cost-lowering and product-
diversifying efforts. The
company also expressed its
hopes for its business outlook
on the sidelines of a blessing
ceremony for the company’s
sixth carrier model Airbus
A321. As of next year, the
airline’s fleet will consist of 17
aircrafts.
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Requirements:

- Macau residency;

We Offer:

MACAU DAILY TIMES PUBLICATIONS

is looking to hire full-time reporters with recognized
qualifications and experience.

- Degree in Journalism or equivalent;
- Minimum of 2 years experience in professional news reporting;
- Native/Bilingual English language proficiency;
- Fluent in Chinese AND/OR Portuguese (Spoken & Written);
- Team player, with capacity to work independently.

Preferred attributes:
- Macau professional experience.
- Competitive salary and conditions

- A career in a fast-growing English media group
- Opportunity to work with a motivated team

Candidates should send their CV and relevant portfolio to
jobs@macaudailytimes.com by December 31, 2015.
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We bring high quality of
medical service to Macau

1 - Fri 10:00 - 19:00
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General Surgery : Dr. Fok Manson, Dr. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward,
Dr. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Nie Fu Zhong,
Dr. U Cheng San, Dr. Lei Chin Chong,
Dr. Kwong Man
Breast Surgery : Dr. Leong lat Lun
Urology : Dr. Lo Kwong Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiao
Paediatric Surgery : Dr.Yeung Chung Kwong
Paediatrics : Dr. Leung Ping Maurice, Dr. Zhang Zhiqin
Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery : Dr.Lam U Lin
Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine :
Cardiology : Dr. Wong Kwok Yiu Chris, Dr. Jin Chun,
Dr. Leong Man Kin
Gastroentero-Hepatology : Dr. Zhan De Juan
General Medicine : Dr. Ng Kam Hong
Anaesthesiology : Dr. Ning Siu Kei Eric, Dr. Chan Wai Han
Dietitian : Chan Lai U Joey

Dr. Lam Kun Kuan
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PROPERTY WANTED FOR SALE OR

RENT

Email us your property details and asking price or call us at: +853 2835 2699

For Rent

—_—

Manhattan F Unit, Central

Taipa

(Ref: 15090534)

1.720q. ft. HKD 22,800

Large master bedroom with en suite
bathroom. Two guest bedrooms [one
single & one double). Each bedroom has
plenty of free standing storage .Open
plan living / dining room. Galley style
modern kitchen with built white goods.
Small laundry balcony. Resort style
facilities; lap pool kids pool, kids

One Oasis ,Tower 2, Unit A
(Ref: 15110548)
1325sq. ft. HKD 13,500

Pina Court the newest building in One
Oasis.

Rent Houston Court

(Ref: 15110549)

740sq. ft. HKD13,500

Situated in the heart of the village. The
apartment has a modern open plan
kitchen, dining & living areq, good size
master bedroom with built in storage,
separate walk in shower rocom, second
bedroom has built in cabinets could be a
large office or small double bedroom.

One Central, Tower 7, Unit

E Macau
(Ref: 15090533)
1,300q. ft. HKD 30,800

Calcada da Surpresa, 12,

Ching Fai Court, Macau
(Ref: 15120553}

2,000sq. ft. HKD 23,000

LOFT in the centre of Macau. A unigue
opportunity to live in this sleek, modem
property. On the mezzanine floor two
large double bedrooms with a lots of built
in storage share a good size walk in
shower room. This property is truly unique
in design, and location. Viewing can be
arranged by appointment.

La Baie Du Noble
(Ref: 15090541)
3,700q. ft. HKD 45,000

Fabulous spacious two terrace duplex
Asian contemporary furnished apartment

M 5 78 4

propertyis:

www.JMLproperty.com

Tou Un, Tower 2 - Taipa
(Ref: 15080521)

690sq. ft. HKD 10,500

Fully furmnished 2 bedroom apartment with
a lovely green view. Bright and spacious
living areas.

Open kitchen in a quiet location. Walking
distance to Cotai strip and Central Taipa.
Easy access to the Airport and both jetfoil
terminals.

Tai Nin - Macau
(Ref: 15090534)
850q. ft. HKD 8,500

Lovely furnished one bedroom apartment
near Senado Square. Bright open planned

Premier Apartment Building. Central
Location. Bright & Airy, Master bedroom
with en suite. Guest bedroom. Newly
furnished / Colour Palate Grey Blues, White
& Yellow. Modern Fitted Kitchen, galley
style. Available from December 2015.

for rent in Macau. The terrace is
completely surrounded by a beautiful view
with a some greenery which includes patio
fumiture and grill for entertaining. Lots of
sunlight. It's includes: 3 on suite master
bedroom, one office room, 4 bathrooms,

living room, dining room and kitchen.
Good size 2 bedroom aparfment.
Great size double bedrooms built in
wardrobe in bedroom. Fourth floor of a
walk up building very close to cafes, shops,

Newly furnished. Excellent club facilities.

For Sale

Roof Top (Investment

Apartment) - Macau
[Ref: 15055441)

799sq. ft. HKD 4.993M

Rate: HKD 6,250ft.

Renovated 5 years ago this apartment has
a modern open plan kitchen.

This is a rare chance to buy a view. Viewing
by appointment only.

Office: (853) 2835 2699

Jou Fai Kuok, St Pauls

Ruin's Macau
(Ref: 15075447)

&27sq. ft. HKD3.98M
Rate: HKD6,347sq ft

One bedroom apartment in Heritage
Area of Macau. A five minute from the
Ruins of 5t Pauls. Renovated 3 years ago.
Good size master bedroom with build in
wardrobes. Modern shower room with
bwild in under counter cabinet. Well
equipped kitchen. § shaped living /
dining area with small nook for desk.

Email: Inffo@JMLProperty.com

Maids room, Laundry room washer and
drver. microwave| efc...

H Unit in Gladiolus Court,

Hellene Gardens
(Ref: 11115275)

2,530sq. ft. HKD 9.988M
Rate: HKD3,947sq ft

Unique opportunity to purchase a
completely renovated & remodeled
duplex apartment in Hellene Gardens.
Plumbing, electrics and flooring
throughout have been completely
replaced. Reverse cycle Daikin air
conditioners throughout.Two side by side
parking spaces. 2 Car Parks HKD888,888
each.

banks, bus stop, a unique chance to live in
Central Macau.

Meng FUNG St Paul

(Ref: 15115461)

1570sq. ft. HKD 9.8M

Rate: HKD 6,242sq ft

Two apartment knocked into one duplex
apartment which is in a walk up building in
St.Paul . The apartment can be sold
separately . Bright and spacious , located in a
very convenient area where restaurants,
supermarkets and market nearby.

Contact Property Consultants Today.

Juliet

(English Speaker)

T: (B53) 6480 9804
Juliet@ IMLPropertv.com

Lorraine

(English Speaker)

T: (853) 6610 2371
Lorraine@JMLProperty.com
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Macau meets int’l standards on
cancer prevention, expert says

HE president of the In-

ternational Association of
Cancer Registries (IACR), Ro-
berto Zanetti, praised Macau
for its improvements in the
prevention and treatment of
cancer, saying that the survi-
val rates from the major types
of cancer within five years are
above average.

When visiting the territory
recently, Mr Zanetti met this
week with the head of the
Centre for Disease Control
and Prevention of Macau, Dr
Lam Chong, and representa-
tives of the Chronic Disease
Prevention and Health Pro-
motion Unit in order to ex-
change information and views
on the current developments
internationally and in Macau
regarding the prevention and
treatment of cancer.

During the meeting, repre-
sentatives of the Macau health
services provided Zanetti with
the current data which inclu-
ded Macau’s position regar-
ding these diseases.

According to Dr Zanetti, co-
lon and breast cancers have
become the main concerns

in the territory, which pla-
ces Macau among developed
countries in terms of the ten-
dency for cancers.

Nevertheless, the TACR pre-
sident has noted that in the
territory there is still a pre-
valence of cancers of the liver
and stomach which is charac-
teristic of developing coun-
tries.

Participants in the meeting
also discussed among other
topics, the pros and cons of
colon cancer screening, breast
and cervical cancer.

The cancer registry is a sys-
tem used in several regions of
the world for the purpose of
monitoring the epidemiologi-
cal status of cancer. The Inter-
national Agency for Research
on Cancer and the Interna-
tional Association of Cancer
Registries are responsible for
the publication of a five-year
report, “Cancer Incidence in
Five Continents” (CI5) that
includes qualitative data on
cancers over five consecutive
years. Macau has been inclu-
ded for the first time in the la-
test publication. RM

Judiciary Police seize 9.3 kg of
cocaine in historic operation

inn in the Barra neighborhood

HE Judiciary Police have
apprehended a Turkish na-
tional and two Hong Kong re-
sidents yesterday morning in a
guesthouse located on the Pra-
¢a Ponte e Horta. The arrest
is allegedly in relation to the
second major drug trafficking
case to have emerged since the
region’s establishment.
According to the authorities, the
Turkish suspect, aged 45, entered
the region from Brazil through
Dubai and Taiwan, carrying the
seized cocaine weighing 9.3 ki-
lograms to the value of HKD25
million on the black market.
“He arrived in Macau at

PJ agents escort a drug trafficking suspect outside an

Agents show the evidence of the crime

around 10 p.m. last night and
checked into this hotel right
away,” said Wong Chi Hong,
the authorities’ spokesman.

The investigators raided the
suspect’s room and discovered
the other two suspects, a 34
year-old man and a 42 year-
old woman from the neighbo-
ring HKSAR. At the time of the
raid, they were in the midst of
exchanging the cocaine, which
was delivered hand-held and
brought into the territory wra-
pped in bed sheets.

The Turkish suspect was
employed by an unknown
syndicate from overseas for

USD5,000 to bring the drugs
into the territory. It has been
said that he has made more
than one visit to the region but
it remains unconfirmed whe-
ther or not his previous visits
were for the express purpose
of drug smuggling.

The other two suspects also
admitted to the police autho-
rities to being hired for over
HKD10,000 to come to the re-
gion to receive the contraband.
The case requires a joint inves-
tigation with the Hong Kong
authorities to identify further
details of the smuggling opera-
tion. AU
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HK Airport Authority
to consider extending
passenger levy

HE Airport Au-

thority for Hong

Kong has said that

it will consider ex-
tending the period in whi-
ch the increased passenger
levy is applied if the third
runway project for Hong
Kong airport exceeds cost
estimations.

A proposal released by
the Airport Authority in
September indicated that
the passenger levy wou-
1d be increased to HKD9o
and HKD160 for economy
short-haul and economy
long-haul  flights res-
pectively, for the period
spanning from 2016 to
2031, after a previous pro-
posal was criticized for in-
troducing too high a tax for
ordinary passengers.

However the South Chi-
na Morning Post reported
last week that the Autho-
rity’s chief executive, Fred
Lam, had suggested that
the passenger levies cou-
1d be extended past 2031
should the runway project
encounter unforeseen diffi-
culties or exceed budgetary
expectations.

The revision, which is
scheduled for implementa-
tion in the second quarter
of next year, is designed to
help finance the construc-
tion of the third runway at
the international airport.

The Airport Authority
said that the new passen-
ger levy could cover around
8 percent of the cost of the
project. This is a conside-
rable decrease from a pre-

BLOOMBERG

@ The new
passenger
levy could
cover around
8pct of the
cost of the
project

vious proposal that sought
to cover as much as 29 per-
cent of the cost through the
charges, according to an
article on EJ Insight.

As per the comments on
the SCMP, Lam is said to
have assured parties that
the Airport Authority wou-

ST. REGIS ANNOUNCES FESTIVE DINNERS

counter at Terminal 2 of the HK airport

1d closely monitor the pro-
ject’s implementation to
prevent costs from excee-
ding estimates.

According to a recent re-
port compiled by HSBC
which addressed the new
runway’s anticipated finan-
ces, an unexpected event
such as a SARS outbreak
could force the authority
to seek additional funding
elsewhere.

The HSBC report sugges-
ted that an adverse event
could mean the authority
would need to find a su-
pplementary HKD 3 billion
in addition to the planned
HKD 69 billion already
borrowed.

Lam told the SCMP that
the current financial plan

The St. Regis Macao has an-
nounced a new festive menu at
The Manor restaurant to celebra-
te Christmas and the New Year.

The Manor offered visitors
special Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day set dinners at
around MOP 1,225 per per-
son, last week. While the New
Year’s Eve set offering is pri-
ced at MOP 1,231 and inclu-
des 9 courses.

Amongst the culinary selec-
tion available are hand-picked

o

would be capable of fun-
ding the third runway, but
in extreme circumstan-
ces, the authority would
not rule out extending the
raised passenger levy past
2031.

“Our preference is to go
to the market to seek fun-
ding,” said the authority’s
chief executive when asked
about alternatives, should
the cost exceed estimates.

Lam added that the au-
thority’s strong financial
position would enable it to
secure a private loan on fa-
vorable terms.

“We have no plans to ask
for government money to
fund the third runway pro-
ject,” the chief executive
clarified. Staff reporter

8th US death due
to Takata air bag
explosion identified

A. boy who was driving a car that crashed

ear Pittsburgh has been tentatively iden-
tified by the government as the eighth death
in the U.S. due to an explosive air bag inflator
made by auto parts maker Takata, according
to federal transportation officials and a state
police report.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Admi-
nistration officials also announced an expan-
sion in the recall of vehicles with Takata air-
bags, already the largest and most complex re-
call in the agency’s history. The latest findings
could result in the recall of several hundred
thousand additional vehicles, officials said.

The appointment of an independent monitor
to oversee the company’s compliance with a
government consent order on the recalls was
also announced.

NHTSA learned of the latest death last week
after a lawyer for the victim’s family contac-
ted the agency, NHTSA spokesman Gordon
Trowbridge told reporters in a conference call.
The car involved was a used 2001 Honda Ac-
cord under recall that was owned by a relative
of the victim, he said. The victim died at a hos-
pital several days after the crash. Trowbridge
declined to provide further information about
the death, but a Pennsylvania State Police re-
port says a 13-year-old boy was driving the car
in Mercer County, Pennsylvania, when it ran
off the road, went down an embankment and
struck a fallen tree. The report doesn’t explain
why the boy, who was alone, was driving the
car.

“The agency has now tentatively concluded
that this was likely a rupture-related fatality,”
Trowbridge said. The agency plans to exami-
ne the vehicle to confirm that conclusion, he
said.

A woman in Malaysia was also killed by a
rupturing Takata air bag last year, the only
known fatality outside the U.S., bringing
the global number of deaths to nine. More
than 100 other people have been injured by
the Takata inflators, which can explode with
too much force, sending shrapnel into drivers
and passengers.

In the U.S., about 23 million Takata air bag
inflators have been recalled on 19 million vehi-
cles sold by 12 auto and truck makers. Many of
the air bag deaths and injuries involved low-s-
peed crashes that otherwise would likely have
been survivable, Trowbridge said. AP

CAESARS THWARTS SEVERAL LAWSUITS

Caesars Entertainment

sars Entertainment Corpora-
tion, found itself facing lawsui-
ts from creditors who claimed
that the company violated U.S.
federal law when it abandoned
a pledge to repay the USD 7
billion debt its subsidiary had
accumulated.

According to the Bloom-
berg report, should Caesars
Entertainment Corp. lose the
lawsuits against it, the com-
pany may be forced to file for

Russian crabs, tom kha Bos-
ton lobster soup, and roasted
duck breast with tamarind and
cauliflower.

The dinner is concluded with
“The Manor New Year Des-
sert” and a selection of fine
coffees, teas, and mignardises
— tiny pastries and sweets tra-
ditionally served with after-din-
ner drinks.

Operating Co. has managed
to thwart a series of New
York lawsuits that threaten
to pull the parent company
into bankruptcy, Bloomberg
reports.

The operating unit mana-
ged to persuade a Chicago
judge in an appeals court to
halt the lawsuits; arguing that
they constituted a threat to the

survival of its parent company,
and subsequently both enti-
ties” ability to repay debts in
the long run.

The operating company is
fundamentally a bundle of de-
bt-ridden assets assembled
together by the company’s pa-
rent Caesars Entertainment to
try to salvage other, less deb-
t-burdened, parts of the group.

The parent company, Cae-

bankruptcy too.

Around a year ago, when the
company moved to re-orga-
nize its debt-ridden assets, a
professor at the University of
Nevada told The Guardian that
the group is “a Nevada version
of ‘too big to fail’.”

Caesars Entertainment em-
ploys a total of 68,000 people
worldwide across more than
50 casino-resorts.
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Embraer delivers
first E195 aircraft
to Tianjin Airlines
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Two planes fly past each other above Tianijin, north China

RAZILIAN aeronautical

company Embraer deli-
vered two E195 jet aircraft to
Tianjin Airlines, a company
that became the first custo-
mer of this aircraft model in
China, Embraer said in a sta-
tement.

Embraer also said, accor-
ding to the statement issued
in Sao José dos Campos, that
these two E195s, with a maxi-
mum capacity of 124 passen-
gers, were part of a contract
that Tianjin Airlines signed
in 2014, during the visit of
Chinese President Xi Jinping
to Brazil, for the purchase of
20 E195 jets and 20 E190-E2
jets.

Guan Dongyuan, senior vice

president of Embraer and
chairman of Embraer China,
noted at the time that Tian-
jin Airlines was not only the
company’s biggest customer
in the Asia/Pacific region but
also the manager of the first
Embraer authorised service
centre in China.

Tianjin Airlines currently
operates the largest fleet of
E190 jets in China, with 45
aircraft.

Embraer Aviacdo Comercial
has an 8o-percent share in
the Chinese regional aviation
market and to date has delivered
130 aircraft, of a total of 188 firm
orders, 21 of which are pending
approval from the Chinese go-
vernment. MDT/Macauhub

Chinese bank grants loan
to East Timor

Dili, the capital of East Timor

HE Export Import Bank (ExIm) of China has granted a soft
loan of USD50 million to East Timor for expansion and mo-
dernization of the Dili sewage system, the Timorese Ministry of

Finance said.

In a statement, the Ministry of Finance also said the contract
was signed on 18th December by Finance Minister Santina
Cardoso and the Chinese ambassador to East Timor, Liu Hon-
gyang, representing the state bank.

The loan granted by the Chinese bank has a 2 percent interest
rate over 20 years, a grace period of five years and a maturity of
20 years, and its conditions are quite favorable, as it includes a
donation equivalent to 27.76 percent of its value.

At the signing ceremony, the minister said the loan would sig-
nificantly help to improve urban development and quality of

life in Dili. MDT/Macauhub
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Sands China Continues Support of Local Suppliers

More than 200 new local suppliers invited to cooperate with the
company

Sands China’s local supplier support programme continues to gain momentum, with several posi-
tive results following August's Sands China Local Supplier Open Day at The Venetian Macao.

As of October 31, Sands China has invited 212 new local suppliers for bidding, including 170 small
and micro companies, six “Made in Macao” companies and three dozen Macao young entrepreneu-
rs’ companies. Sands China and the Macao Chamber of Commerce had previously collaborated to
identify these three types of local companies in particular to support.

Sands China has met with or contacted more than 75 per cent of this new batch of local suppliers
to date. In consideration of their resources, capabilities, and status as first-time vendors of the com-
pany, Sands China is beginning the initial phase of business with preliminary purchases from 40 of
the new suppliers. The potential purchase amount is estimated to total nearly MOP 10 million by the
end of December.

Building on the success of the first few months of the programme, Sands China continues to seek
additional business with new local suppliers, with an aim to increase the number of suppliers and
the procurement amounts in due course.

Several of the new suppliers have stood out for their service and product quality, with Sands China
pleased to cooperate further with them. With Sands China’s local supplier support programme as a
long-term initiative, the company is focused on cooperating with even more local companies of all
three categories.

A small and micro enterprise is defined as any business which has over 50 per cent of its share
capital held by Macao residents, and employs no more than 15 people who are working in the Macao
Special Administrative Region. A “made in Macao” company refers to any business which holds an
industrial license or a temporary industrial license, has over 50 per cent of its share capital held by
Macao residents, and holds a certificate
of origin issued by the Macao Economic
Services Bureau or the Industrial Associa-
tion of Macao. A Macao young entrepre-
neur must have over 50 per cent of his
or her company's share capital held by
Macao residents in the case of busines-
ses run by entrepreneur-legal persons. In
the case of a natural person, the applicant
must be aged 21-44 at the time of appli-
cation; in the case of a legal person, the
shareholder with over 50 per cent of the
share capital must be aged 21-44 at the
time of application.

Sands China Ltd. and the Macao
Chamber of Commerce jointly annou-
nced the launch of Sands China’s local
supplier support programme at a press
conference in July. The programme is
in line with the Macao government'’s ini-
tiative to “buy local” and demonstrates
Sands China’s commitment to suppor-
ting local enterprises as part of the com-
pany’s corporate social responsibility ef-
forts. It is part of Sands China’s supplier
relationship management strategy, whi-
ch guides the company’s long-standing
effort to support local suppliers, whom it
views as its strategic partners.

Besides providing information to pros-
pective suppliers on nearly 200 purchase
items for local companies, August's Sands
China Local Supplier Open Day featured
a business matching session with booths
to connect potential suppliers with Sands
China procurement representatives. The
event also offered an opportunity for them
to leamn about Sands China’s purchasing
process, the supplier registration process,
the purchase categories, and other rele-
vant information from Sands China’s pro-
curement team.

Sands China’s local supplier support programme has achieved
positive results following August's Sands China Local Supplier Open
Day (pictured), with the company having invited over 200 new local
suppliers for bidding.

FORUMnm
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Didi Tang, Beijing

HINA said Saturday that it

will not renew press creden-
tials for a French journalist, ef-
fectively expelling her following
aharsh media campaign against
her for questioning the official
line equating ethnic violence
in China’s western Muslim re-
gion with global terrorism.

Expecting the move, Ursula
Gauthier, a longtime journalist
for the French news magazine
L’Obs, said late Friday night
that she was prepared to lea-
ve China.

Once she departs on Dec. 31,
she will become the first foreign
journalist forced to leave Chi-
na since 2012, when American
Melissa Chan, then working for
Al Jazeera in Beijing, was expe-
lled.

“They want a public apology
for things that I have not wri-
tten,” Gauthier said. “They are
accusing me of writing things
that I have not written.”

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Lu Kang said that
Gauthier was no longer “suitab-
le” to be allowed to work in Chi-
na because she had supported
“terrorism and cruel acts” that
killed civilians and refused to
apologize for her words.

“China has always protected
the legal rights of foreign me-
dia and foreign correspondents
to report within the country,
but China does not tolerate the
freedom to embolden terro-
rism,” Lu said in a statement.

Gauthier on Saturday called
the accusations “absurd,” and
said that emboldening ter-
rorism is morally and legally
wrong. She said that she should
be prosecuted if that were the
case.

“All this is rhetoric,” Gauthier
said. “It’s only meant to deter
foreign correspondents in the
future in Beijing.”

In a statement Friday, the
French foreign ministry said:
“We regret that the visa of Ma-
dame Ursula Gauthier was not
renewed. France recalls the im-
portance of the role journalists
play throughout the world.”

The Foreign Correspondents’
Club of China said the accusa-
tion that Gauthier supports ter-

AP PHOTO

French reporter who questioned
terrorism expelled

Ursula Gauthier

rorism “is a particularly egre-
gious personal and professional
affront with no basis in fact.” It
said it was “appalled” by the de-
cision, and expressed concerns
that Beijing was using the ac-
creditation and visa process to
threaten foreign journalists.

“The FCCC views this matter
as a most serious development
and a grave threat to the abili-
ty of foreign correspondents to
work in China,” it said in a sta-
tement.

The fallout began with Gau-
thier’s Nov. 18 article, shortly
after the attacks in Paris. She
wrote that Beijing’s proclaimed
solidarity with Paris is not wi-

thout ulterior motives, as Bei-
jing seeks international support
for its assertion that the ethnic
violence in its Muslim region of
Xinjiang is part of global terro-
rism.

Gauthier wrote that some
of the violent attacks in Xin-
jiang involving members of the
minority Uighur community
appeared to be homegrown,
with no evidence of foreign
ties — an observation that has
been made by numerous fo-
reign experts on security and
on Xinjiang’s ethnic policies
and practices.

Advocacy groups have argued
that the violence is more likely

to be a response to Beijing’s su-
ppressive policies in Xinjiang.

Beijing blames the violence
on terrorism with foreign ties.
Amid a counterterrorism cam-
paign, a Xinjiang court last year
sentenced a Uighur (pronoun-
ced WEE-gur) scholar critical
of China’s ethnic policies in
Xinjiang to life in prison. This
month, a Beijing court con-
victed a prominent lawyer of
fanning ethnic hatred based
on his comments that Beijing
should rethink its Xinjiang po-
licies.

In her article, Gauthier focu-
sed on a deadly mine attack in
a remote region of Xinjiang,

which she described as more
likely an act by Uighurs against
mine workers of the majority
Han ethnic group over what the
Uighurs perceived as mistreat-
ment, injustice and exploita-
tion. The article quickly drew
stern criticism from state media
and China’s government.

The Chinese Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs criticized Western

ad
They want a
public apology
for things that
| have not
written.

URSULA GAUTHIER

media for using double stan-
dards in reporting on the vio-
lence.

“Why is terrorism in other
countries called terrorist ac-
tions, but it turns out to be
ethnic and religious issues
in China?” ministry spokeswo-
man Hua Chunying said at a
regular news briefing on Dec. 2.

By then, state media had lau-
nched an abusive and intimi-
dating campaign against Gau-
thier, accusing her of having
deep prejudice against Chi-
na and having hurt the feelings
of the Chinese people.

On Friday, Gauthier said that
the Foreign Ministry demanded
her to apologize for “hurting
Chinese people’s feelings with
wrong and hateful actions and
words,” and to publicly state
that she recognizes that there
have been terrorist attacks in
and outside Xinjiang.

She said she was also asked to
distance herself from any su-
pport group that presents her
case as infringement of press
freedom in China. AP

Mine boss drowns himself after deadly collapse

Y
A trapped miner is rescued from a collapsed gypsum mine in Pingyi
County, east China’s Shandong Province

HE owner of a Chinese gypsum

mine drowned yesterday after
jumping into a well in an apparent
suicide during rescue efforts for 17
workers still trapped two days after
the mine collapsed and killed one
person, state media said.

Quoting a morning briefing by
the rescue command center, state
media said Ma Congbo, president
of Yurong Commerce and Trade
Ltd. Co., was assisting with rescue
efforts on yesterday morning when
he jumped into a mine well and
drowned.

Since the mine collapse on Friday,
rescuers have pulled 11 workers to
safety and recovered one body. Ano-
ther 17 miners are yet to be found.

Gypsum is a soft sulfate mineral
that is widely used in construction.

Chinese authorities have typically
meted out harsh punishments, in-
cluding jail sentences, to company
management and local work safe-
ty officials following major work
safety disasters. Still, lack of regu-
latory oversight prevails, and cost-
conscious management fails to pay
enough heed to work safety.

The mine collapse came just days
after a landslide from a man-made
pileup of construction waste in the
southern city of Shenzhen killed
one person and left another 75 mis-
sing and presumed dead.

Authorities have ruled that the
landslide was not a geological di-
saster but a work safety incident,
adding to China’s list of major man
-made disasters in recent years.

In a rare move, Shenzhen’s top
officials, including its party chief
and mayor, bowed deeply at a press
conference as an apology. AP
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Japan says armed ship
infiltrates waters near
disputed islands

In this photo provided by Japan Coast Guard, an armed Chinese

coast guard ship sails in the water near islands, known as the
Senkaku in Japanese and the Diaoyu in Chines

APANESE autho-

rities said that for
the first time Saturday,
an armed Chinese coast
guard vessel entered
its territorial waters
off islands claimed by
both countries that are
a flashpoint of disputes
between the neighbors.

Japan’s coast guard
said the ship, armed
with what appeared to be
four gun turrets, was one
of three Chinese coast
guard vessels spotted
inside Japanese waters
in the East China Sea.
It was the only one that
was armed.

Chinese vessels regu-
larly sail around the dis-
puted islands, known as
the Senkaku in Japanese
and the Diaoyu in Chi-
nese. But Japanese coast
guard official Nanako
Uehara said it was the
first time an armed Chi-
nese vessel had been si-
ghted in Japan’s waters.

The three vessels have
since left the area. The
armed ship also was spo-
tted Tuesday in the area,
but Japanese officials
said it didn’t infiltrate
Japan’s waters at that
time.

The latest development
could trigger concerns in
Japan that China may be
escalating its activities in
the disputed parts of the
East China Sea.

Last month, a Chinese
navy ship took its time
traversing the waters.
Japan earlier this year
protested China’s uni-
lateral exploration of
undersea oil and gas
deposits in the East Chi-
na Sea, posting photos
online of Chinese drilling
equipment.

Relations between the
two countries also have
been strained over war-
time history, though the-
re have been signs of im-
provement recently. AP

Head of state-owned
China Telecom probed

nina

In this Feb. 27, 2014 file photo, then Chairman of China Unicom
Ltd. Chang Xiaobing speaks at a press conference to announce
the company’s 2013 earnings in Hong Kong

HE head of a Chi-

nese telecommuni-
cations giant has been
placed under investiga-
tion on suspicion of cor-
ruption, the ruling Com-
munist Party announced
yesterday, as Beijing
expands its anti-corrup-
tion campaign to more
state sectors.

The party’s disciplinary
arm, the Central Com-
mission for Discipline
Inspection, said on its
website that Chang Xiao-
bing, chair of China Te-
lecom, was suspected of
having “severely violated
disciplines.”

The commission did

not provide any details
on Chang’s possible in-
fractions, but the vague
term typically means
corruption.

Chang formerly was the
chairman of China Uni-
com, another major state
-owned telecommunica-
tions company. He was
named the head of Chi-
na Telecom in August.

Chinese President Xi
Jinping launched the
anti-graft campaign af-
ter he took office in ear-
ly 2013. The drive has
since expanded, with Xi
warning that prevalent
corruption threatens the
party’s rule. AP
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debate in Taipei

Protesters with signs demand better education policies as Taiwan’s 2016 presidential election candidates arrive for their first televized policy

Taiwan presidential
front-runner: Can’t ‘be

bound’ to Beijing

Johnson Lai, Taipei

HE front-runner in

Taiwan’s presidential

race said yesterday that

she would seek stable re-
lations with mainland China, but
did not rule out revisiting the is-
land’s official stance on indepen-
dence, leaving open questions
about how China would respond
to her probable victory in next
month’s elections.

Tsai Ing-wen, the opposition
leader who has firmly held onto
a sizeable lead in polls, used her
platform during the first deba-
te to warn against the political
rapprochement and deepening
economic ties with the mainland
brought by the ruling Nationalist
Party, or KMT, since the 2008
elections.

“We cannot simply be bou-
nd to China,” Tsai said. “That’s
what worries us most about the
past eight years — the sense that
that’s the only choice we have.
That’s not good for our economy
or our security.”

Against the backdrop of a spu-
ttering economy and rising an-
ti-mainland sentiment, the Jan.
16 elections have been framed by
both the KMT and the opposition

Democratic Progressive Party as
a referendum on President Ma
Ying-jeou’s China policy.

Ma backed — with varying de-
grees of success — several trade
pacts with the mainland during
his two terms and held a historic
summit in November with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping. It was
the first such meeting since the

Tsai and her
main opponent,
KMT chairman
Eric Chu, offered
contrasting
visions of how to
revitalize Taiwan

Chinese Communist Party defea-
ted the KMT in China’s civil war
and established the People’s Re-
public of China in 1949.

The upcoming election is being
closely watched by Washington
and Beijing, which considers
Taiwan a breakaway province
and has threatened to take the
island by force if it declares in-
dependence. Xi has delivered

hard-line messages to Taiwane-
se leaders in private meetings,
while China’s military conducted
exercises near Taiwan earlier this
year in a show of force.

Yesterday, Tsai and her main
opponent, KMT chairman Eric
Chu, offered contrasting visions
of how to revitalize Taiwan,
which is becoming increasingly
crowded out by the world’s No.
2 economy on the world stage.
Still, both distanced themselves
from the deeply unpopular Ma.

Chu, the mayor of Taipei, apo-
logized for the incumbent par-
ty’s performance, but attacked
Tsai as a destabilizing force
whose victory would only under-
cut an economy that unexpecte-
dly shrank in the third quarter.
He described forging ties with
China as a matter of economic
reality.

“When I talk to our fruit far-
mers, our fishermen, our small
businesses, they say the No. 1
thing they fear is Tsai Ing-wen,”
Chu said, while repeatedly criti-
cizing Tsai’s stance on the inde-
pendence issue as vague.

“A basic requirement is good,
stable cross-strait relations,” he
said. “It’s not just about securi-
ty.” AP
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Jim Gomez, Manila

HRISTMAS attacks

by Muslim rebels in

Christian villages in

the southern Philippi-
nes left at least 14 people dead
and may have been partly in-
fluenced by the notoriety of the
Islamic State group, officials
said Saturday.

The dead included nine Chris-
tian villagers separately gunned
down by Bangsamoro Islamic
Freedom Fighter insurgents
and at least five rebels killed by
government forces in clashes in
three provinces on Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day, said
regional military spokeswoman
Capt. Joan Petinglay.

About 200 rebels took part in
at least eight attacks on Thurs-
day and Friday, Petinglay said
by phone. She said the military
learned about the impending
attacks and secured towns and
villages and warned villagers
not to venture out, preventing a
larger number of casualties.

“We learned that the BIFF had
plans to attack civilians and
our detachments so we went
on heightened alert even befo-
re Christmas,” Petinglay said.
“That prevented the rebels from
attacking villages and inflicting
more casualties.”

Despite warnings from the mi-
litary, five farmers went to their
farms Thursday to spray insec-

TERRORISM

14 killed in Muslim rebel
attacks in southern Philippines

ticide on their crops in Maguin-
danao province and were cap-
tured and gunned down by the
rebels, she said.

In a nearby village in Esperan-
za town in Sultan Kudarat pro-
vince, rebels fleeing from army
troops took a family hostage on
Thursday, freeing a mother and
her child but killing three men.

Soldiers f the Armed Forces of the Philippines march

A village official was also gun-
ned down by the militants late
Thursday in a village in North
Cotabato province.

Villagers in one area hid in
a Roman Catholic church af-
ter word of the rebel assaults
spread, Petinglay said.

At least four rebels died in a
clash when they assaulted a

military outpost in Esperanza
town on Thursday, sparking
a gunbattle, the military said.
One other wounded rebel was
reported to have died in a villa-
ge clinic, according to Petin-
glay.

Two homemade bombs were
left by the militants in a jun-
gle trail where pursuing army

troops would pass, but the sol-
diers found the explosives, she
said.

The hard-line rebels broke off
from the larger Moro Islamic
Liberation Front several years
ago when they opposed the la-
tter’s decision to hold peace
talks with thePhilippine gover-
nment, opting to continue to
fight for a separate homeland in
the south for minority Muslims
in the predominantly Catho-
lic Philippines.

A Bangsamoro Islamic Free-
dom Fighter spokesman said
last year that his group suppor-
ts Islamic State militants in
Syria and Iraq.

Government peace talks nego-
tiator Miriam Coronel-Ferrer
said the breakaway rebels may
have carried out the attacks to
ride on the restiveness fostered
by the Islamic State group and
to exploit delays in the enforce-
ment of a peace deal signed by
the government and the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front last
year. AP

INDONESIA

Police arrest 2 more
suspected militants

Ali Kotarumalos, Jakarta

NDONESIAN police

said they have arres-
ted two more suspec-
ted militants including
a member of China’s
ethnic Uighur minority
who was allegedly pre-
paring to be a suicide
bomber.

National Police spokes-
man Maj. Gen. Anton
Charliyan says the sus-
pects were captured in
two places Wednesday
in Bekasi, a West Java
town bordering eastern
Jakarta.

The arrests of Arif Hi-
dayatullah, alias Abu
Mush’ab, and Alli, a Ui-
ghur who used a fake
identity card, came as
security has been stepped
up after officials descri-
bed a credible threat of
attacks, especially against
minority Christians,
during the year-end ho-
lidays.

The government has de-
ployed 150,000 security
personnel to safeguard
churches, airports and
other public places across

this predominantly Mus-
lim nation.

At the same time
1,300 security person-
nel are hunting Indone-
sia’s most wanted mili-
tant, Abu Wardah San-
toso, who has pledged
allegiance to the Islamic
State group. The lea-
der of the East Indone-
sia Mujahidin is hiding
in Central Sulawesi.

More than 800 Indone-
sians are believed to have
joined IS in Syria or Iraq.

“Learning from his-
tory, we have to be alert
against terrorism,” Char-
liyan said. “Threats from
terrorists could not be ig-
nored.”

Hidayatullah, an em-
ployee at a private auto
company, was nabbed
Wednesday morning
while on way to his offi-
ce. Evidence police said
they confiscated included
a list of militants who
are in prisons and others
who are fighting with IS
in Syria.

Police say he confes-
sed he was ordered by
Bahrunnaim,  another

militant who is now in
Syria, to act as a coor-
dinator or facilitator for
Indonesians wanting to
join IS.

Alli came to Jakarta two
months ago and is known
as a bomb maker.

Charliyan said police
found homemade bombs
in a car and confiscated
explosive materials in
their houses.

“We even discovered a
vest prepared for the sui-
cide bombing and a map
of a government building
they planned to attack,”
he added.

Top security officials
have warned that they
have received intensive
intelligence about the
possibility of radical atta-
cks especially at airports
and strategic areas.

National police chief
Gen. Badrodin Haiti said
“there are many possible
threats and vulnerabili-
ties, ranging from con-
ventional crimes to terro-
rism and radicalism.”

Over the weekend au-
thorities arrested nine
suspected Muslim mi-
litants in Tasikmalaya,
another West Java town,
Central and East Java.
Authorities alleged they
planned to attack govern-
ment officials and mino-
rity Shiite Muslims.

ENVIRONMENT

Plan to clean New Delhi’s air
may fizzle as auto rules eased

Ashok Sharma, New Delhi

E Indian capital, gasping and choking

under record-high air pollution, annou-

nced a grand plan to clean its air. But that
plan seems to be fizzling before it starts.

Arvind Kejriwal, the top elected official of
the Indian capital, had said last month that
private cars will be allowed on New De-
Thi’s roads only on alternate days from Jan.
1-15, depending on whether their license
plates end in an even or an odd number.

On Thursday, he announced a list of peo-
ple exempted from that rule: top politicians,
judges, police and prison officials, women
and sick people. He also left out two-wheel
vehicles like motorbikes and scooters.

The effects of pollution in New Delhi are
palpable: gray, overladen skies, difficulty in
breathing and the smell of vehicle exhaust
that pervades the air.

On Thursday, the Indian environment
monitoring index showed record levels of
PMz2.5, the tiny, inhalable particles that are
of particular concern because with diame-
ters no greater than 2.5 micrometers, they’re
small enough to penetrate deep into the lun-
gs causing the maximum damage.

The average PM2.5 levels for New De-
Thi Thursday were over 293, almost 5 times
higher than the Indian norm of 60 and some
15 times over the WHO standard of 20.

Plans to clean up the city’s near intolerable
pollution levels had included shutting down
one of the oldest and least efficient power
plant, a temporary ban on the sale of large
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Cars and autorickshaws move rough the ctral
Connaught Place area in New Delhi, India

diesel vehicles and a stiff toll for pollution-s-
pewing trucks entering the Indian capital.

The Supreme Court earlier this month
also banned trucks from entering the city
if they’re over 10 years old or are just tran-
siting through. In addition, all taxis in the
area, including private ride-hailing services
such as Uber, have to switch to compressed
natural gas by March 31.

But it was the plan to reduce the cars on
the sprawling capital’s roads that was the
most dramatic.

Last year, the World Health Organization
named New Delhi the world’s most pollu-
ted city, with 12 other Indian cities ranking
among the worst 20. Air pollution contribu-
tes to more than 600,000 deaths each year
in India.

The watering down of the plan has disa-
ppointed many who cheered when Kejriwal
first announced his grand scheme. AP



Sonia Perez D., Rabinal

UAN Chen Chen lit up
as he recalled a chil-
dhood spent romping in
the Guatemalan coun-
tryside, playing soccer and
spinning tops while his parents
harvested maize and squash.

But his voice turned somber
and his eyes wandered blankly
to focus on a nonexistent hori-
zon as he described the events
of March 1980, when the army
came to town. Chen managed
to hide, but others weren’t so
lucky.

“I saw when they put a bullet
in my father’s head,” he said.
“My father was left lying there,
and the dogs began to eat his
brains. (...) It was the soldiers
who were providing security
for the dam.” He and his survi-
ving family members fled to the
mountains of the Central Ame-
rican nation.

Chen’s tale is among hundreds
of oral histories being collected
by the USC Shoah Foundation,
founded by American direc-
tor Steven Spielberg. When
completed, it will be the most
comprehensive repository of
eyewitness accounts from Gua-
temala’s 1960-1996 civil con-
flict in which some 245,000
people were killed or disappea-
red, most of them by soldiers
and paramilitary gangs.

It's the Shoah Foundation’s
first time working in Latin
America after gathering 52,000
accounts from the Nazi Holo-
caust, genocides in Armenia
(1915-23) and Rwanda (1994)
and the 1937 Nanking Massacre
in China.

The foundation based at the
University of Southern Califor-
nia has already recorded 100
testimonies from the conflict
and plans to gather at least 500
in cooperation with the Foren-
sic Anthropology Foundation
of Guatemala. The remaining
oral histories will be collected in
2016 with the aim of completing
the project the following year.

AP PHOTO

28.12.2015 mon

MPISEFRR ©

Times

Spielberg’s Shoah Foundation
documents Guatemala genocide

Juan Chen Chen, a survivor of the Rio Negro massacre, speaks during an interview to the Guatemalan Forensic Anthropology

Foundation FAFG in Rabinal, Guatemala

Fredy Peccerelli, director of
the Forensic Anthropology
Foundation, said the goal is to
tell the stories “that nobody
wants to know about, without
either political or ideological
filters,” and paint a retrospecti-
ve portrait of life before, during
and after the war.

Toward that end, workers are
fanning out into the countrysi-
de to interview people such as
Chen, an indigenous Achi man
who survived the massacres in
Rio Negro, Baja Verapaz de-
partment, about 110 miles (175
kilometers) north of Guatemala
City.

“We are farmers,” Chen told
interviewer Yeni de Leon, re-

calling how he met his arran-
ged bride, Margarita, on their
wedding day. He was 17, she
15. “We always lived well. There
was no violence until then.”

But the army suddenly showed
up asking about people who su-
pposedly had stolen equipment
from government workers who
were building the Chixoy dam.
There was an argument and the
soldiers killed seven communi-
ty leaders, touching off years of
terror in the tiny town. Activists
say the government sought to
force residents out of the area
to avoid conflicts over the cons-
truction and caused thousands
of deaths.

Chen said he was forced to join

Death toll at least 8 in Texas
storms that spawned tornadoes

The

patrols, but still was thrown
behind bars and tortured.

“Look at my hands, here I have
a scar. Look at my leg, that’s
where they stuck the knife in,”
the 58-year-old said, weeping.
“They accused us of being guer-
rillas. ... It wasn’t true.”

Chen says he now wants jus-
tice, noting that some of the
people who tortured him live
nearby.

But justice for civil-war abu-
ses has been hard to come by
in Guatemala. Many military
figures accused of ordering or
carrying out mass killings still
walk free decades later.

Several attempts to prosecu-
te former dictator Efrain Rios

AP PHOTO

ORNADOES swept

through the Dallas
area, leaving substantial
damage and at least eight
people dead either from
the storm or related traf-
fic accidents, in the latest
of a succession of freakish
winter weather events
across the country.

The Texas tornadoes that
touched down after dark
on Saturday followed days
of tumultuous weather in
the Southeast including
unusual winter tornadoes
that left 18 people dead
there over the Christmas

holiday period.

National Weather Servi-
ce Meteorologist Anthony
Bain in Fort Worth said
several tornadoes tou-
ched down in the Dallas
area, although the full ex-
tent of damage would not
be known until daylight
Sunday.

The storms left homes
had roofs blown away,
vehicles mangled or tur-
ned upside down, chur-
ches damaged, power
lines down, natural gas
lines burst, trees toppled
and debris strewn across

neighborhoods.
damage stretched over
about a 40-mile (64-ki-
lometer)-long area from
20 miles (32 kilometers)
south of Dallas to nor-
theast of the city.

Joe Harn, police spokes-
man for Garland, about
20 miles (32 kilometers)
northeast of Dallas, said
five people were killed in
vehicle accidents during
the massive storm, but
it’s unclear if all were in
the same vehicle or how
they died.

Three other people died

in Collin County, about
45 miles (72 kilometers)
northeast of Dallas, ac-
cording to sheriff’s depu-
ty Chris Havey, although
the circumstances were
not immediately clear.

The Red Cross said it
was setting up shelters for
people whose homes were
damaged by the storm.

“I think everyone un-
derstands now the gravity
of what happened,” Ani-
ta Foster, spokeswoman
for American Red Cross
of North Texas, said on
WFAA television. AP

Around
245,000 people
were Killed or
disappeared
during
Guatemala’s
1960-1996 civil
conflict

Montt and his then-intelligence
chief for the killing of 1,771 in-
digenous Ixil people by security
forces under his 1982-83 go-
vernment have balked. A new
genocide prosecution is set to
begin in January, but it cannot
result in any punishment for
Rios Montt because he has been
deemed unfit to stand trial for
health reasons.

According to a report by Re-
covery of Historic Memory, at
least 422 massacres occurred
nationwide during the conflict.
Human rights organizations
say northern Guatemala and in-
digenous communities in parti-
cular suffered the brunt of the
killings.

Fernando Osorio, 70, also
survived the Rio Negro massa-
cre and spent two years in the
mountains, surviving by eating
whatever he could find. Per-
ched on a chair in his dirt-floor
adobe home, he recounted in
halting Spanish the horrors he
witnessed.

“My children were still litt-
le,” said Osorio. “They grabbed
them like cats and smashed
them against a pine tree.” AP

People run as weather sirens sound as a severe storm passes over
downtown Dallas on Saturday
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THE MAGNIFICENT PALACE — IMPERIAL
ARCHITECTURE OF THE FORBIDDEN CiTY

TIME: 10am-7pm (No admission after 6:30 pm,
closed on Mondays)

UNTIL: March 13, 2016

VENUE: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai,
s/n, NAPE

ADMISSION: MOP5 (Free on Sundays and public
holidays)

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2836 7588

NIGHT'S STARTING PoINT- RAE SoLo ExHIBITION
TIME: 10am-7pm (closed on public holidays)

UNTIL: January 3, 2015

VENUE: Flugent Art Gallery, Macau, Rua de S. Paulo
54-58B, Mei Tai Grand Garden, A

ADMISSION: free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2872 3428

_||:_ORMER Home oF RevoLuTioNARY LEADER YE
ING

TIME: 10am-6pm daily (Except Wednesdays, open
on public holidays)

VENUE: 76, Rua Almirante Costa Cabral
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8399 6699

‘Scape’- DrAWINGS BY Rul RAsQuiNHO
TIME: 12pm-8pm (closed on Tuesdays)

UNTIL: December 31, 2015

ADMISSION: Free

VENUE: Signum Living Store, Rua do Almirante
Sérgio, no. 285, R/C, Macau

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2896 8925

Offheat

RULING UPHOLDS RULE ALLOWING MORE
HAwaAII BIGEYE TUNA FISHING

A federal judge has
ruled longline fishermen
in Hawaii may continue
catching more bigeye
tuna, or ahi, than the
maximum set by inter-
national regulators.

U.S. District Judge
Leslie Kobayashi last
week issued the ruling
rejecting environmental
groups’ claims that the
extra fishing is illegal.

The opinion came just in time for the year-end holidays
when Hawaii consumers crowd stores to buy ahi sashimi for
Christmas and New Year’s celebrations. A ruling adverse to
the fishermen had the potential to shut down or curtail the
Hawaii fishery for the rest of the calendar year.

Michael Tosatto, the Pacific Islands regional administrator
for the National Marine Fisheries Service, said Thursday the
agency is happy the judge found the rules lawful.

“l think we’re just pleased that the fishery remains on a sta-
ble footing without the need for further action,” Tosatto said.

An international commission that regulates commercial
fishing between Indonesia and Hawaii set a limit of about
3,500 metric tons for Hawaii longline fishermen this year. The
Hawaii fishery reached the limit — set by the 26-member na-
tion Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission — in
August.

But the U.S. National Marine Fisheries Service created a rule
allowing additional catch limits for three U.S. Pacific territo-
ries. It then allowed the territories to allocate up to half of their
catch limit to Hawaii-based longline fishing vessels.

Environmentalists sued, arguing the arrangement under-
mines international agreements aimed at eliminating bigeye
overfishing.

Kobayashi’s ruling referred to the practice as “quota shif-
ting.” She concluded that it wasn'’t arbitrary and capricious.
She said setting up the system didn’t exceed the fisheries
service’s authority.

A staff attorney for one of the plaintiff groups expressed di-
sappointment in the decision.

Bigeye tuna is being overfished in the Pacific, said Catherine
Kilduff of the Center for Biological Diversity. Although bigeye
tuna fishing is being managed internationally, the rules aren’t
adequate to protect the fish, she said.

“We were really relying on the U.S. government to make the
right decision,” said Kilduff.

Bigeye is one of two tuna varieties known as ahi. The other
is yellowfin. It’s popular for sushi and fish steaks.

13:00 TDM News (Repeated)

13:30  News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast
14:30 RTPiLive

17:30 Trail of Lies (Repeat)

18:20  Contraponto (Repeated)

19:30 Soap Oepra

20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report

21:00 TDM Sports

22:10  Trail of Lies

23:00 TDM News

23:30 Miscellaneous

00:05 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
00:40 RTPiLive

HENC
CINETEATRO
17 Dec - 30 Dec

STAR WARS: THE FORCE AWAKENS _

Room 1

(2D) 2.15, 4.45, 9.45 pm

(3D) 7.15 pm

Director: J.J. Abrams ;

Starring: Teresa Palmer, Luke Bracey, Edgar Ramirez
Language: English (Cantonese)

Duration: 135min

POINT BREAK_

ROOM 2

(3D) 7.30 pm

Director: Ericson Core 3
Starring: Teresa Palmer, Luke Bracey, Edgar
Ramirez

Language: English (Cantonese)

Duration: 113min

IP MAN 3_

ROOM 2

5.45,9.30, 11.30 pm

Director: Wilson Yip Wai Shun

Starring: Donnie Yen, Lynn Xiong, Max Zhang
Language: Cantonese (English and Cantonese)
Duration: 110min

LOVE THE COOPERS_

Room 3

2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm

Director: Jessie Nelson

Starring: Aalan Arkin, John Goodman, Ed Helms,
Diane Keaton

Language: Cantonese (English and Cantonese)
Duration: 105min

YO-KAI WATCH THE MOVIE_

RooM 3

2.15,5.50 pm

Director: Shigeharu Takahashi

Language: Cantonese (English and Cantonese)
Duration: 91min

THE LITTLE PRINCE_

ROOM 3

(2D) 2.00, 7.30, 9.30 pm
Director: Mark Osborne
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 108min

MACAU TOWER

17 DEec - 6 JAN

STAR WARS: THE FORCE AWAKENS _

2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm

Director: J.J. Abrams )

Starring: Teresa Palmer, Luke Bracey, Edgar Ramirez
Language: English (Cantonese)

Duration: 135min

BRH 0l

2003 BRITAIN GIVES GO-AHEAD
FOR ‘SKY MARSHALS’

Armed undercover “sky marshals” will be placed on
some British passenger planes in the United States,
the British Government has announced.

Home Secretary David Blunkett and Transport Se-
cretary Alistair Darling said the move was a “respon-
sible and prudent step” in response to the heighte-
ned state of alert in the US and would be deployed
“where appropriate”.

Last week America raised the national alert to code
orange, the second-highest level, after reports that
a French airliner would be hijacked and used as a
missile against a US city.

The plan, which is part of a general tightening of
airport and airline security in the wake of the Sep-
tember 11 attacks, is opposed by the British Airline
Pilots Association (Balpa).

Balpa general secretary Jim McAuslan said: “We do
not want guns on planes. It is dangerous to have
guns on planes and there are other things you can do,
like investing in security measures on the ground.”

He said the union would be advising its members
not to fly if they were “not comfortable with arran-
gements”. British Airways and Virgin Atlantic have
declined to comment.

The announcement follows a number of security
scares involving airports in recent days. Last Wed-
nesday six Air France flights between Paris and Los
Angeles were cancelled amid fears of a terrorist at-
tack.

Today’s announcement follows a similar move by
the Australian Government two days ago. It said it
would place sky marshals on Qantas flights to Sin-
gapore. The Israeli airline EI-Al, famous for its strict
security, has been using armed marshals for more
than 30 years. The German airline Lufthansa also has
them on some of its flights.

In a separate warning yesterday, the British Gover-
nment said it believed terrorists could be in the final
stages of planning an attack in Saudi Arabia. British
nationals have already been warned against all but
essential travel to the kingdom following attacks in
Riyadh in May and November this year.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

The following day the Bush administration ordered all foreign
airlines to deploy armed sky marshals on flights to the US
deemed by Washington to be a risk, or face having their flights
banned from US air space.

Some EU countries - in particular Italy, Portugal, Denmark,
Sweden and Finland - strongly opposed the use of sky mar-
shals, preferring to cancel flights that the US felt were a threat
and to concentrate on tightening security at ground level.
After talks in Brussels with EU officials in January 2004, the
US softened its stance insisting there was no “blanket policy”
to stop airlines without marshals entering America.

In December 2005 a US sky marshal shot dead a man who
claimed to have a bomb on board an American Airlines plane.
It was the first time since 9/11 that a passenger had been shot

by an air marshal.
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OUR STARS

Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19

Try to pitch in when you see
something that’s not working out
at the office or at home — you don’t
need to wait for the distress signal
before snapping into action. Your
initiative earns kudos.

n Gemini

May 21-Jun. 21

Don’t let anything accumulate in
your inbox for long today — you
need to answer messages as soon
as you get them, or you risk losing
out on great opportunities. Make
it fast!

Leo

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

How does your budget look? If you
don’t have one to check on, now is
a great time for you to draw one up
— with the help of a smart friend,
of course. You may be surprised by
what you find.

n Libra
|
Sep.23-Oct. 22

You're facing far too many details
today — you need to make sure that
you can cover them all, or maybe
get them covered by someone else.
Things don’t have to get too crazy,
right?

} Sagittarius

Nov. 22-Dec. 21

This is not the time to rush ahead
— you have to cover all the details
of your new work or home situation
first. One step at a time gets it all
done, whereas impulsive behavior
moves you backward

M Aquarius
A
Jan. 20-Feb. 18

You feel a little closer to normal
today, and better able to see things
through a prism of responsibility
rather than freaked-out worry or
wild fantasy. It may not be as fun,
but it’s closer to the truth.

8 Taurus

April 20-May 20

You need to get out there and
enjoy the nightlife — or daylife
— of your city, town or village. A
concert would be perfect for your
energy, even if it’s just the lull of a
low-key jukebox.

6 Cancer

Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Your ability to communicate is
heightened today, so reach out to
an old family member or make a
new friend — use that social energy
before it dissipates! It’s a good time
to build bridges.

Virgo

Aug. 23-Sept. 22

You find yourself on the receiving
end of some serious praise — or
maybe an award of some kind. You
know you deserve it, but it’s hard to
take this in the right way. You can
make it work!

]Il" Oct. 23 - Nov. 21

Your secrets are starting to come
out — but only the ones that
you want to make public! Your
strategic release of information
should come as a surprise to at
least one key player.

g Dec. 22-Jan. 19

You need to spend some time online
or in a good, old-fashioned library
today — the information you need
isn’t going to come to you! Ask
questions and follow up leads until
you know it all.

} E Feb.19-Mar. 20

You need to get to work on a new
project — and today is perfect for
picking out new things to do. You
may find that your energy is better
spent on intense and focused tasks
than diffuse brainstorming.

Scorpio

Capricorn

Pisces

PALAT A MISERABLE DAY THIS Y & ¥ BUT THIS ISN'T MONDAY — ] 2 ¥ GREAT!NOW, T GUESS T'LL
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MIN
Easy Easy+
6 2 s[7] | | [ [s '] 1| Beiing 7
4 3 1 9 Harbin 27
8 2 6|7 4 2 Tianjin -4
4 6 7 5 Urumqi -9
9 8 6 4 3|7 Xian -3
4 5 7 5 2 Lhasa -5
2 . 9 2 1 Chengdu 2
4 1 P Chongging 7
23 8 2 8 Kunming 3
Nanjing 2
Shanghai 5
Medium Hard e
B 8 - B (6 2 T ] Taipei 16
3 8 3 5 Guangzhou 11
4 3 5 Hong Kong 15
9 8 [ T1.5]a
6 3 2 3
4 8 6
6 ! s i Moscow -10
? - 4 3 Frankfurt 0
i L 3 i * Paris 4
London 9
New York 5

MAX

12
11
15

10

19

18
19

=5
10
11
14
19

CONDITION

cloudy/clear
cloudy/clear
overcast/clear
cloudy/clear
clear/cloudy
cloudy/clear
overcast
cloudy/overcast
cloudy

cloudy

cloudy

cloudy
overcast/cloudy
moderate rain
overcast/cloudy
cloudy

snow
overcast
overcast/cloudy
drizzle/overcast
drizzle

1- Bull; 5- Slip up; 8- Fountain treats; 13- Lively dance; 14- Fireplace opening;
15- lota preceder; 16- ___ delighted!; 17- Portnoy’s creator; 18- Chair designer Charles;
19- Written history of a person’s life; 21- “Exodus” role; 22- Put ___fight; 23- Fail to tell the
truth; 24- Wounded; 28- Underground passage; 30- French airport; 31- Bruins legend; 32-
___Park, CO; 33- Talk big; 34- “What | Am” singer Brickell; 35- Helper; 38- Antlered animal;
41- Sunburn soother; 42- Paddled; 46- Heart chart, for short; 47- Actor Ken; 48- Zero;
49- Eternal; 51- Long-leaved lettuce; 52- CD-___; 53- __ Aviv; 54- Bizarre; 57- King of
Troy; 59- River to the Ubangi; 60- Parent’s sister; 61- ___la vista; 62- Formicary residents;
63- Speed contest; 64~ Fiend; 65- Mil. officers; 66- Robert of “The Sopranos”;

1- Testimonial; 2- Legendary king of Thebes; 3- Reverberating loudly;
4- Designer Cassini; 5- Get hitched quick; 6- Batting Babe; 7- Restore moisture; 8-
Passionate; 9- Butler's love; 10- A deified
mortal; 11- Chowed down; 12- Aifine
to Oslo; 14- Fragile; 20- Like non-oyster
months; 25- Pond organism; 26- “___ tu”
(Verdi aria); 27- Rap’s Dr. __; 29- Close by;
30- Director Welles; 33- Able to speak two
languages; 34- Coup d’__; 36- Room in
a casa; 37- Gallows loop; 38- Narc’s org.;
39- Supplement, with “out”; 40- Conceit; 43-
Finback; 44- Proclaim; 45- Greek goddess
of agriculture; 47- Person in the petroleum
industry; 48- Short letters; 50- Cooll; 51-
Young male horses; 55- 1996 Tony-winning
musical; 56- Wraparound dress; 57- Third
degree?; 58- Actress Charlotte;

Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

999 28939939/ 2828 3283
Fire department 28 572 222 Water Supply — Report 1990 992
(Open ling) 993 - Report 1000
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity - Report 28 339 922
28573333 28716 081
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
28371333
Commission Against -
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
28387333
Tourism 28 333 000
59 888 88

Nova City Jou Fai Kuok, St Pauls Ruin's Chun Leong
TAIPA Macau Taipa
FOR SALE 2,503 sq ft / HKD 18.7M 627sq ft / HKD 3.98M 700 sq ft/ HKD 4.98M

HKD 7,471sq ft

Stunning Apartment
Ref: 15115463

www.JMLProperty.com

Manhattan F Unit,
Taipa
3 Bedroom Apartment
Large Master Bedroom
HKD 22,800/ 1,720 sq ft
Ref: 15090534

FOR RENT

More info, please contact us
Info@Jl\rinroperty.Com

HKD 6,347sq ft

Renovated Apartment
Ref: 15075447

Tou Un, Tower 2
Taipa
2 Bedroom Apartment
Fully Furnished
HKD 10,500 / 690 sq ft
Ref: 15080521

HKD 7114sq ft

Viewing can be Arranged
Ref: 15105459

Lakeview
Macau
3 Bedroom Apartment
Fully Furnished
HKD 25,000 / 3,430 sq ft
Ref: 15080524

H Unit in Gladiolus Court
2,530 sq ft / HKD 9.988M

Completely Renovated

Houston Court, Coloane Village

1 Bedroom Apartment

Upgraded in Sept 2015
HKD 13,500 / 800 sq ft

Coloane
HKD 3,947sq ft

Ref: 11115275

%@ﬁ-}ﬂh'g

Coloane

Jprope

prope; m =t

Ref: 15090532
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that excites

AROUND VIEW MONITOR

mirrors and rear of the vehicle.

4 Superior mde-peh 'en o
adjus’table shouldatj__ por

MEEEEFRATET HERMALE

mERMTBEBRLZ I

XIN KANG CHENG MOTORS LTD

The World's First 360° AROUND VIEW MONITOR offers the
driver a comprehensive bird's eye view of the vehicle and its
surroundings in real-time on the front display, generated form
the surrounding four 180° ultra wide-angle high-resolution
cameras mounted on the ELGRAND's front, both side

RENHAFTEHRES 4 BT DR
Avenida 1 de Maio, R/C D, Bloco 4, The Bayview, Macau

I GIRAN

3600 Perfect parking View, without blind angle
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ﬂl Nissan Macau Q
Tel: 2871 9838
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Times

Rob Harris, Stoke

RSENAL and Man-

chester United were

embarrassed and

helsea drew on ano-

ther erratic day in the Premier

League. And despite losing at

Liverpool, Leicester’s surprise

lead was maintained on Satur-
day.

Man United manager Louis
van Gaal might not stick arou-
nd in England to see if Leicester
can win the league for the first
time.

Losing 2-0 at Stoke on Bo-
xing Day condemned United
to a fourth consecutive defeat
in all competitions for the first
time since 1961, and pushed the
team down to sixth place.

Van Gaal lamented his players’
inability to handle the pressure,
and partly blamed the windy
conditions at Stoke. Then the
manager conceded he might be
at fault and suggested he could
resign.

“I do my utmost best to find
solutions to cope with the pres-
sure,” Van Gaal said. “But in the
end my players have to do that
by themselves.”

It was a hapless first-half per-
formance, and Van Gaal ques-
tioned why his players “don’t
dare to play football.”

Memphis Depay’s diving ba-
ckward header allowed Bojan
Krkic to put Stoke in front, and
Marko Arnautovic powered in
a second goal from outside the
penalty area.

Wayne Rooney was forced
to start a league game on the
bench for the first time in two
years, and United provided a
greater threat only with its cap-
tain on the field in the second
half. But a combination of poor
finishing and Jack Butland’s sa-
ves prevented United from lea-
ving Stoke with anything.

Van Gaal’s comments and de-
meanor suggest his stay at Old
Trafford is reaching an endga-
me after barely 18 months in
charge.

“I can also quit by myself,” Van
Gaal said when asked about re-
ceiving assurances about his
job security, before adding: “It
is not always ... the club has to
fire or sack me.”

Asked if he would be in char-
ge at Old Trafford on Monday

AP PHOTO

Man United manager Louis van Gaal

Van Gaal could quit United;
Arsenal routed by Southampton

when United plays Chelsea,
Van Gaal said: “You will have to
wait and see. But I think so.”

On a rare day when every
Premier League team was in
action, there was a bigger hum-
bling for Arsenal, which missed
the chance to go top after being
thrashed 4-0 by Southampton.

Cuco Martina’s half-volley put
Southampton in front and Sha-
ne Long scored twice either side
of Jose Fonte’s header as the
hosts rose to 12th place.

“We lost too many challenges,
they were sharper than us, and
we were a bit unlucky as well,”
Arsenal manager Arsene Wen-
ger said.

Arsenal stayed two points
behind Leicester, which lost
1-0 at Liverpool after conceding
from Christian Benteke.

Manchester City quickly re-
covered from losing at Arsenal

on Monday to thump struggling
Sunderland 4-1 to stay third.
There were four different City
scorers: Raheem Sterling, Yaya
Toure, Wilfried Bony, and Ke-

Guus
Hiddink’s
first match in
charge ended
in a 2-2 draw at
home to high-
flying Watford

vin de Bruyne.

A change of manager at Chel-
sea produced no quick-fix.
Guus Hiddink’s first match in
charge ended in a 2-2 draw at

home to high-flying Watford af-
ter Oscar missed a second-half
penalty that could have secured
back-to-back wins.

Watford came from behind
after conceding from Diego
Costa’s volley to take the lead
at Stamford Bridge. Troy Dee-
ney leveled from the spot and
Odion Igahlo put the visitors
in front before Costa equalized
with his second.

While Chelsea remains two
points above the relegation
zone — and 13 points from four-
th place — Watford is behind
United only on goal difference
in seventh place.

Tottenham remained fourth
after a 3-o0 victory over Norwi-
ch engineered by Harry Kane’s
double — the first from the pe-
nalty spot — and Tom Carroll’s
strike. Kane has 27 goals in
2015, surpassing Teddy Sherin-

World Sailing to probe Israeli visa refusal in Malaysia

gham’s previous club record of
26 in a calendar year, 22 years
ago.

Crystal Palace is two points
behind Tottenham in fifth pla-
ce after a 0-0 draw at Bourne-
mouth that extended the Lon-
don club’s unbeaten run to four
games.

Aston Villa remains bottom
and Remi Garde is still sear-
ching for a first win as manager
after a 1-1 draw against West
Ham.

Newcastle dropped into the
relegation zone after Tom Cle-
verley gave Everton a 1-0 win at
St. James’ Park.

Swansea climbed out of the
bottom three by beating West
Bromwich Albion 1-0, with Ki
Sung-yueng’s first goal of the
season ending a four-month
spell without a home win in
south Wales. AP

issues this is quite a de-
licate matter. World Sai-
ling is aware of the cur-
rent commentary in the

ORLD Sailing

said yesterday it
will investigate reports
that two Israeli wind-
surfers and their coach
have been refused visas
to compete at the You-
th Sailing World Cham-
pionships in Langkawi,
Malaysia, saying all in-
ternational sailors shou-
1d be allowed to compe-
te.

Youth and Sports Mi-
nister Khairy Jamalud-
din earlier told the Ma-
lay Mail Online website
that the visa decision
was “guided by the exis-
ting policy of the Malay-
sian government” which
does not have diplomatic
relations with Israel.

The Israel Sailing As-
sociation said windsur-
fers Yoav Omer and Noy

Drihan and coach Meir
Yaniv would not attend
the event that begins
Sunday because they
had not received visas.
Amir Gill, chairman of
the Israel association,
also told local media
that Malaysia had placed
“unacceptable” demands
by forbidding athle-
tes from carrying their
country’s flag or wearing

any symbol on their at-
tire and surfboards that
showed their country of
origin.

World Sailing presi-
dent Carlo Croce said
in a statement that a
member of its executive
was en route to Malaysia
“to investigate this issue
and is seeking clarifica-
tion from the Malaysian
Organizing Authority.”

“World Sailing expects
the organizing authori-
ty of its events to allow
sailors from all nations
to compete on an equal
basis,” Croce added in
the statement. “This ex-
pectation is made clear
in the bid process and is
set out in the contractual
documentation  gover-
ning our events.”

“As with all diplomatic

public arena, and have
reason to Dbelieve that
some of the comments
may not be accurate or
possibly based on mi-
sunderstandings.”

The youth sailing wor-
Ids have been held for
44 years. The Malaysian
event, which runs to Jan.
3, is expected to attract
about 300 under-19
competitors. AP
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Rear Window

Severo Portela

THe THeORY OF EVERYTHING

As the low-budget season comes to its end, we
guess it is the appropriate time to try pinpointing
the trends that made 2015 different enough to
be remembered as a changing year. And forget
about that little detail of the GDP contracting for
the fifth straight quarter taking the MSAR into a
technical recession... it is not a trend, it is a bend,
a downwards budgetary bend.

We have to highlight a propensity to handle
things differently from the long established no-
tions in the political arena, meaning the Legis-
lative Assembly floor, although we could extend
it to the nebula of civic associations and to the
general commentary. Exceptions are not wel-
come. From the moment Chief Executive Chui
Sai On gave room and rope to his second team
of Secretaries, public policies have been open
to scrutiny like never before. This all probably
as a consequence of a growing public discon-
tent regarding the basic quality of life and the
vacuum of democracy at home and across the
Pearl River Delta.

But in spite of invitations to speak about the
issues, the virtual contenders and sparring-part-
ners, resort to the same antics of just questio-
ning the figures, ignoring in the process the quiet
transformation - lately not so quiet at all - going
on in the MSAR.

If Macau fails for a lot of different reasons to clo-
se ranks around the core values, praxis and tools
that make it a “second system”, the “first system”
will make it the second just in name... by gently
applying the theory of everything.

Even with the 2019 factor hanging over us, le-
gislators and others keep arguing about the num-
bers. One has to wonder what they will do when
there are no numbers to play with!

The head of the Chinese Liaison Office, Li
Gang, does not give numbers, but gives plenty
of stuff to consider. We recall that back in Oc-
tober Li mentioned measures “to revitalize the
Region’s continuously sluggish economy”, and
that later on the local government announced a
five-year plan to transform Macau into a World
Centre of Tourism and Leisure. This develo-
pment plan incorporates advice from the Na-
tional Development and Reform Commission,
Tsinghua University and other agencies. It was
also known that the plan took China’s five-year
plans and other studies on the “Centre” policy
as reference points in formulating future deve-
lopment. Finally, Li Gang said a few days ago
that the central government had set up an ad
hoc body aimed at supporting Macau’s econo-
mic development. Li declined to offer details,
much less numbers.

Finally, a brief note on the apparently brief de-
tention of the CEO of the Fosun conglomerate,
even though it is not clear yet whether he was
taken in for disciplinary investigation or if the
questioning was about other people. He would
not be the first tiger to fall in disgrace under Presi-
dent Xi’s crackdown on corruption, and probably
will not be the last. We have a disclaimer: if this is
the case of Guo Guangchang.

But we do have to remark that the fallout from
his absence was limited to a brief freeze of the
Shanghai bourse and a mere wait-and-see from
abroad; that is to say, Fosun has its own gravitas
despite he who takes the helm.

On a bitter note, we dare to guess the corpo-
ration that spent US 5.7 billion over two years
acquiring insurance assets, including the Portu-
guese “Fidelidade”, providing (according to the
Bloomberg) low-cost funding for acquisitions in
other industries, will have to shift its investment
spree back to the mainland.

P.S.: And on a musical note, they say that the
Rolling Stones rolled over to a bit of censorship
upon their 2006 debut in China. They say they
were precluded from playing five songs: Brown
Sugar, Honky Tonk Women, Beast of Burden,
Let’s Spend the Night Together, and probably
Rough Justice.

m (QOKINAWA TRIES TO STOP MOVE
OF US MARINE AIR BASE

Local authorities on Okinawa sued Japan’s
central government on Friday in an attempt to
stop the relocation of a U.S. air base, deepening
their decades-long row over the heavy Ameri-
can troop presence on the southern Japanese
island.

The Okinawa government says the Ministry of
Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism
illegally suspended the prefectural governor’s

cancellation of approval for reclamation work
needed to relocate U.S. Marine Corps Air Station
Futenma to a less-populated part of the island
called Henoko.

“We will do whatever it takes to stop the new
Henoko base,” Okinawa Gov. Takeshi Onaga
told a news conference in the prefectural capital
of Naha. “Okinawa’s argument is legitimate, and
I believe that it will be certainly understood.”

BRAZIL

Attorney general alleges
bribes tied to Rio Olympics
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RAZIL'’S attorney gene-

ral is investigating alle-
gations that bribes were paid
to a powerful lawmaker to
help secure contracts for the
building of venues and other
works for next year’s Olympi-
cs in Rio de Janeiro.

In documents obtained by
The Associated Press, Attor-
ney General Rodrigo Janot
accuses Eduardo Cunha,
speaker of the lower house in
Brazil’s two-chamber legisla-
ture, of receiving 1.9 million
Brazilian reals (USD475,000)
from the construction com-
pany OAS to craft legislation
favorable for the company.

Cunha has called the allega-
tions “ridiculous” in commen-
ts to local media, while OAS
refused to comment.

The investigation is the
first linking corruption to the
billions being spent on Olym-
pic building projects.

OAS is involved with buil-
ding the BMX, mountain bike

d Deodoro Olympic Park in Rio de Janeiro
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and canoeing venues at Deo-
doro in northern Rio, the se-
cond-largest cluster of Olym-
pic venues.

The constructor is also in-
volved in work on high-s-
peed bus lanes, the 8 billion
reals ($2 billion) renovation
of Rio’s port, and projects to
clean the polluted waters in
Barra da Tijuca, the area whe-
re the main Olympic Park is
being built.

The International Olympic
Committee referred an email
seeking comment to local or-
ganizers, who did not imme-
diately respond.

Under the Brazilian system,
the prosecutor is largely an
investigator and it’s up to the
court — in this case Brazil’s
Supreme Court — to accept a
case.

In the 190-page report, Ja-
not says that Cunha “treated
the lower house as a center for
trading bribes for bills.”

The report alleges that
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Cunha guided legislation
approved in 2012 that gave
tax exemptions to all Olympi-
c-related construction works,
and exempted import taxes
on some foreign goods nee-
ded for the Olympics.

The Brazilian government’s
executive branch estimated
the tax breaks amounted to
3.8 billion reals ($1 billion).

Janot also said Cunha used
“his position as a lawmaker
to craft business-friendly le-
gislation that was against the
public interest.” He described
Cunha and an OAS executive
of being “part of a criminal or-
ganization.”

“At least since 2012, Eduar-
do Cunha has been illegally
acting on the behalf of corpo-
rations, ‘selling’ legislation to
benefit them,” the report said.
“That shows he can no longer
remain in office.”

Cunha was elevated to
speaker earlier this year.

Cunha is facing calls for his
resignation in connection
with a series of scandals. At
the same time he is leading an
impeachment effort against
President Dilma Rousseff.

The investigation is more
bad news for Brazil. The
country is mired in a deep re-
cession, Rousseff is fighting
off impeachment charges,
and there is an on-going in-
vestigation of massive bribes
and corruption surrounding
state-run oil company Petro-
bras. AP

Xinhua/Lu Hanxin

A photo taken yesterday shows the landslide site at an industrial park in Shenzhen. The death toll is
confirmed at seven, with 75 still unaccounted for.

SOURCE: DSMG
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WORLD BRIEFS
PHILIPPINES The

government’s tax research
unit said it supports pending
bills in Congress to charge
entrance fees in casinos and
tax lottery winnings because
horse racing, another form

of gambling, is taxed, the
Philippine Daily Inquirer
reported on its website. The
Department of Finance’s
National Tax Research Center
backs a 3,500 pesos (USD74)
entrance fee for casinos, the
newspaper said, citing the
center’s “Profile and Taxation
of Selected Gambling and
Betting Activities in the
Philippines.”

VIETNAM'’s economic growth
quickened in the fourth
quarter helped by rising
industrial output and record-
high foreign investment.

INDONESIAN police said
they have arrested two more
suspected militants including
a member of China’s ethnic
Uighur minority who was
allegedly preparing to be a
suicide bomber. More on p13

AUSTRALIA Hundreds of
surfers dressed as Santa
Claus caught the waves and
celebrated on the shore in
what has become an annual
tradition at Florida’s Cocoa
Beach.

USA Star Wars: The Force
Awakens” was poised to
pass USD1b in worldwide
ticket sales this weekend and
become the first picture to
reach that mark so quickly.

USA A boy who was

driving a car that crashed
near Pittsburgh has been
tentatively identified by the
government as the eighth
death in the U.S. due to an
explosive air bag inflator
made by Japanese auto parts
maker Takata. Vore on p3

THAILAND A court on
Thursday sentenced two
Myanmar migrants to death
for the murder of two British
backpackers on a resort
island last year, in a case that
raised questions about police
competence and the judicial
system in Thailand.

SYRIAN activists say
government forces set off
explosives planted at a farm
where Islamic rebel factions
were gathering, killing 17
militants.



