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fewer new cars sold us: tight race as    
2016 voting begins  Statistics released yesterday 

indicate that the number of 
new motor vehicles decreased 
3.5 percent year-on-year to 
19,653

The caucuses kick off the 
2016 presidential nominating 
contests, marking a new 
phase in a tumultuous election

 P12 MYANMAR P2

suu kyi’s 
party 
dominates 
parliament 

China has created five 
new military regions 
covering the country 
as part of a continuing 
drive to reorganize and 
streamline the 2.3 million-
member PLA. The north, 
south, east, west and 
central regions replace 
the seven previous 
regions. The new districts 
are being touted as better 
suited to command joint 
operations while further 
indicating President Xi 
Jinping’s firm hold over 
the armed forces.

Thailand says it has 
accelerated its fight 
against human trafficking 
and unregulated fishing. 
Bangkok says in the 
past eight months it 
has investigated 36 
cases, arrested 102 
suspects and rescued 
130 presumed trafficking 
victims. In the 16 months 
prior to that, only 15 
cases were investigated. 
The EU has warned 
Thailand that its seafood 
may be banned if it fails 
to institute effective 
measures against 
unregulated fishing. 

Japan Toyota Motor 
Corp. said it will suspend 
vehicle production in 
Japan for six days this 
month due to a shortage 
of parts. The automaker 
said the shortage stems 
from a Jan. 8 explosion 
at a steel plant. Vehicle 
production in Japan will 
be suspended from Feb. 
8 to Feb. 13. Overseas 
production lines aren’t 
affected.

WORLD BRIEFS Gaming revenue fell 21.4 pct in Jan 

Gap between VIP and 
mass market narrows
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More on  backpage

Secretary says gov’t 
intends to take back 
more land plots
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mobile users 
still on the rise

There were 146,138 fixed-
line telephone subscribers at the 
end of 2015, a 4.9 percent drop 
from the previous year. Mobile 
telephone subscribers num-
bered 1,896,097 – a 2.1 percent 
increase – while the number 
of Internet subscribers was 
up 11 percent year-on-year to 
338,899. For the whole of 2015, 
the cumulative duration of In-
ternet usage (1.06 billion hours) 
rose 11.7 percent year-on-year. 
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410,000 visitors 
cross Border Gate
More than 410,000 people crossed 
the Gongbei Port/Border Gate 
last Saturday, a week before the 
beginning of Chinese New Year. 
Customs officials said that the 
majority of visitors were mainland 
residents in town for New Year 
sales, even as multiple tourists 
postponed their visits due to 
last week’s extreme weather 
conditions. The crowds at Gongbei 
Port prompted customs authorities 
to divide visitors into three queues 
outside the departure hall. Those 
waiting in line outside had to 
join further queues upon entry 
to the building. A Times reporter 
noted that the process, though 
tedious, was ultimately a necessary 
measure to ease congestion. A 
Gongbei border official said that 
the flow of tourists peaked on 
Saturday morning and held steady 
for almost ten hours. 

C2 discusses local 
entertainment 
production
The thirteenth issue of C2 
magazine will be launched 
tomorrow. Published by the 
Cultural Affairs Bureau, the 
periodical invites two video 
production companies with 
different market positions 
and characteristics to discuss 
the development of local 
entertainment production. 
In the “Feature” column, C2 
interviews Hin U, founder of Pride 
Entertainment Productions, who 
aims to develop his company in all 
aspects of show business.  The new 
“Opinion” column invites Wilson 
Lam, CEO of Macao Creations, to 
share his insights on the transition 
of the local design industry.

Most diesel 
vehicles pass 
emissions test
The Transportation Bureau 
(DSAT) reported that 501 of the 
668 diesel vehicles examined 
in 2015 passed an emissions 
test. Last year, DSAT conducted 
93 random vehicle inspections 
in 20 locations, 25 percent of 
which failed emissions testing. 
DSAT said the street inspections 
were a means of assessing and 
controlling local pollution levels.  
A total of 86 heavy load trucks, 
211 light load trucks, 88 shuttle 
buses, 60 buses, and 56 taxis 
were randomly inspected over 
the course of 2015. More than 
80 percent of taxis passed the 
emissions test, a step up from 57 
percent the previous year.  

Macau is attempting to reinvent itself after 
an economic slump last year, but analys-

ts have warned that it will not be an easy road 
ahead.

Recently just 30 sq. km, Macau has been recently 
given the jurisdiction of coastal waters covering 
an area of 85 square kilometers. The government  
can use the majority of the added coastal waters 
to reclaim land as it seeks to develop Macau’s eco-
nomy beyond the gaming industry .

Ieong Tou Hong, chairman of the Macau Economic 
Development Promotion Association, told Singapore- 
based Straits Times that Macau could potentially be-
come a hub for coastal and maritime tourism, offe-
ring activities such as luxury cruises and yachting. 

“Besides making Macau a more exciting place, 
this would also divert tourists from other over-
crowded sites,” he added.

Joe Fong, a member of the Macau Chamber of 
Commerce youth committee, cited the importance 
of economic diversification and training, adding 
that Macau is a small market and largely reliant 
on the gaming industry.

“The coveted new industries need professional 
knowledge and qualifications, but the youth of 
Macau generally don’t have them,” he said.

Local political analyst Tam Chi Keung commen-
ted,  “With the gaming houses not doing well, non-
gaming industries such as culture and education 
will have to expand their contributions and beco-
me the dominant trend in Macau.”

The MICE industry, as well as Chinese medici-
ne, were listed in Macau’s 2016 policy blueprint as 
potential industries to cultivate.

Macau gears up for 
economic revamp 

A number of residents against the 
construction of a center for the 

treatment of infectious diseases – 
to be built beside a public hospital 
downtown – recently visited a tem-
porary treatment facility in Coloane. 

The residents toured the tempo-
rary facilities together Health Bu-
reau (SSM) officials. Tam and his 
entourage assured visitors that the 
building was safe.

At a press conference after the vi-
sit, officials said that the upcoming 
treatment center – which will have 
120 wards and is slated for construc-
tion later this year – meets the stan-
dards set out by the World Health 
Organization. The center has drawn 
opposition from more than 1,500 lo-
cals, due to its proximity to a nearby 
residential area. 

The Secretary for Social Affairs and 
Culture, Alexis Tam, mentioned that 
the facility was set up in response to 
previous pandemics such as Ebola 
and SARS. He also remarked that 
Macau must be ready “for the even-
tuality of an outbreak.” 

“We must do it for public safety,” 
he concluded. However, residents in 
the area are concerned that viruses 
may spread beyond the facility. 

During the recent tour, physicians 
reassured visiting residents that the 

Residents told future infectious 
diseases building is safe

The number of new motor 
vehicles decreased 3.5 per-

cent year-on-year to 19,653, 
with that of light private cars 
(7,947) falling by 11.5 percent. 

According to statistics relea-
sed yesterday by the Statistics 
and Census Service (DSEC), 

Transport statistics

Number of new motor vehicles falls

the total number of licen-
sed motor vehicles reached 
249,339 at the end of 2015, up 
by 3.8 percent year-on-year. 
Motorcycles and light private 
cars accounted for 52 and 41.3 
percent respectively.  

The number of traffic acci-

dents registered during the 
year dropped by 1.4 percent 
year-on-year to 15,804 cases 
with 5,306 casualties, 15 of 
which were fatal.

Cross-border vehicle traffic 
for the whole of 2015 increa-
sed 3.9 percent year-on-year to 
5,131,997 trips. Traffic through 
the Cotai checkpoint (1,114,288 
trips) rose by 15.2 percent. 

Passenger ferry movements 
totaled 145,385 trips, up 3.2 
percent year-on-year, with 
trips via the Provisional Fer-
ry Terminal in Taipa (36,858 
trips) rising by 9.1 percent.

For the Macau International 
Airport, commercial flight mo-
vements increased 8.3 percent 
year-on-year to 52,182 trips. 
Flights to and from mainland 
China (38 percent), Taiwan 
(23.9 percent) and Thailand 
(12.8 percent) took the lead, 
while movements to and from 
Japan and Vietnam soared 35 
and 25.9 percent respectively, 

over last year.
The airport handled 7,410 

tonnes of inward air cargo, an 
increase of 11.1 percent year-
on-year, while outward air car-
go (16,278 tonnes) edged down 
by 0.4 percent. Taiwan remai-
ned the major origin and desti-
nation for air cargo.

air within the building is properly fil-
tered by two different systems prior 
to expulsion. One of them relies on 
a unique Ultra Violet sterilization 
system that is superior to local hos-
pitals.

When questioned about transpor-
tation around the area, Alexis Tam 
indicated that talks with other go-
vernment bodies are underway, so 
as to ensure the safety and welfare 
of residents.  Matters under discus-
sion include transport arrangemen-
ts for future visitors to the facility. 
Staff reporter 
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Macau ranks ninth 
freest economy in 
APAC region
The Heritage Foundation released yesterday 
its 2016 report on the Index of Economic 
Freedom, rating Macau’s economy as 
“mostly free” for the eighth consecutive 
year. The MSAR’s overall score of economic 
freedom is 70.1, making its economy the 
37th freest among 178 economies. In the 
Asia-Pacific region, Macau maintains its 9th 
position out of 42 economies, just behind 
Hong Kong, Singapore, New Zealand, 
Australia, Taiwan, Japan, South Korea 
and Malaysia. The Monetary Authority of 
Macau said in a statement that the region 
has attracted significant investment since 
opening up its gaming industry in 2002.

Health Bureau 
prepares for Zika virus
The Health Bureau said in a statement 
yesterday that it has taken steps to prevent 
the spread of the Zika virus to Macau. 
Preparatory measures include: enhancing 
laboratory-based capability for improved 
disease detection; issuing guidelines to 
healthcare professionals; and strengthening 
monitoring and control efforts. The Zika 
virus is primarily spread to humans through 
bites from Aedes aegypti mosquitoes. 
Symptoms include fever, rash, conjunctivitis, 
muscle and joint pain, and headaches. 
The government is monitoring the latest 
developments of the mosquito-borne virus 
and will follow advice from the World Health 
Organization. 

Daniela Wei

Macau’s casino 
revenue fell 21.4 
percent in January 
amid a lull before 

this month’s Lunar New Year 
holiday that’s traditionally a po-
pular period for Chinese gam-
blers to visit the region.

Gross gaming revenue fell 
to MOP18.7 billion (USD2.3 
billion), a 20th straight month 
of decline, according to data 
released by Macau’s Gaming 
Inspection and Coordination 
Bureau. That compares with 

According to analysts revenue has stabilized, helped by new resorts that 
opened last year, like Studio City (pictured)

vip gamblers lose 
dominant hand 

High rollers from main-
land China – a mainstay 
of Macau’s casino industry 
for over a decade – have 
seen their importance 
diminish amid Beijing’s 
crackdown on internal 
corruption and a slow-
ing economy.  Macau’s 
gross gaming revenue 
fell in January as the gap 
between high rollers and 
the mass market segment 
continued to narrow. Rev-
enue from mass-market 
gamblers is expected to 
surpass VIPs starting 
from the second quarter of 
2016, according to Bank 
of America Merrill Lynch 
analyst Billy Ng. The fore-
cast comes at a time when 
junket promoters are re-
portedly closing their VIP 
rooms. 

Gaming revenue falls 21.4 pct 
in lull ahead of CNY

the median estimate of a 22 
percent drop from six analysts 
surveyed by Bloomberg. The 
decline was 21.2 percent in 
December.

January tends to be a weaker 
month before the peak Lunar 
New Year season starting Feb. 
8, when the majority of mass 
market Chinese gamblers visit 
over the week-long public ho-
liday, said Billy Ng, an analyst 
at Bank of America Merrill 
Lynch, before the data was 
released.  Revenue has stabi-

lized, helped by new resorts 
that opened last year targeting 
middle-class Chinese, he said.

Casino revenue had plunged 
49 percent last February, after 
a  crackdown on corruption 
by China’s government kept 
Chinese high-rollers away 
from  Macau  while the coun-
try’s slowing economy hurt the 
mass market segment.  Gross 
gaming revenue in Macau fell 
34 percent for the full year in 
2015, a second straight year of 
declines. Bloomberg 

 January 
tends to be a 
weaker month 
before the 
peak CNY 
season
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Renato Marques

The Macau Child Develop-
ment Association (MCDA), a 

non-profit association founded in 
2004 to support children with de-
velopmental, communication and 
learning disorders, inaugurated 
its long-awaited new headquarters 
over the weekend.

Named “Reach for the Star 
Home,” the new headquarters will 
host a range of therapy, educatio-
nal and support services.

For MCDA coordinator Eliana 
Calderon, the new development 
represents “a big opportunity for 

Hong Kong singer 
Kay Tse announced 

that 10 of her concerts 
in mainland China had 
been canceled, resulting 
in losses of about HKD12 
million. 

Anna Chan Ching-sum, 
convenor of the pro-esta-
blishment group  Caring 
Hong Kong Power, had 
previously reported Kay 
as a supporter of the “Oc-
cupy Central” protest. 

When questioned about 
the cancellation, the 
Cantopop singer claimed 
that the decision had 
been motivated by va-
rious factors. 

Kay Tse celebrated her 
10-year musical career 
with a tour in Macau last 
year. She now has two 
concerts left in her sche-
dule, and will begin a 
one-year hiatus after per-
forming in Hong Kong. 

“I was sad. The concerts 
are even fewer than befo-
re,” she said.

Last year, several singers 
and actors were involved 
in political controversies 

Kay Tse

‘Occupy’ supporter’s 
concerts canceled 

MCDA enters new 
phase of childcare 

the children and their families” 
and a major step in terms of “sta-
bility.” 

Calderon told the Times that 
the new venue will provide stabi-
lity to the association, which will 
no longer be subject to the “usual 
kick-out” that takes place “every 
two years or so” when rental fees 
increase. 

The space is also a great achie-
vement, as it represents a place to 
hold “a series of vocational activi-
ties that will prepare these children 
for their daily lives and contribute 
decisively to their independence,” 
Calderon said. 

The coordinator said that MCDA 
now faces a new and significant 
challenge: the funding and hiring 
of professionals to work with the 
children, particularly in the thera-
py center.

“It is always a big issue. We need 
to hire professionals, most of them 
from abroad; Portugal and other 
countries – and the bureaucracies 
regarding the issuing of residency 
and working permits are huge and 
sometimes inexplicable,” Calderon 
said. “As for the therapists, we can 
normally hire them, but mostly 
we need translators, people that 
can [build] the bridge between the 
children and even the therapists 
and parents. For these people, we 
cannot get the quota that we need.”

“I think the services do not un-
derstand our needs because they 
work in a ‘value for money system’ 
and not in an ‘every child counts 
and is worthy’ system, as we do,” 
she continued.  

Public awareness and parental 
education are two other areas of 
focus for the association, as stig-
matization often takes place in a 
society where parents lack infor-
mation on how best to deal with 
their children’s needs.

“Most of the time, parents focus 
too much on the disorder and not 
the opportunities to minimize it. It 
is normal; it is part of the phases 
that people pass when they face 
these situations,” the MCDA coor-
dinator said.

related to mainland Chi-
na. Hong Kong singer 
Hins Cheung and 16-year-
old Taiwanese singer 
Chou Tzu-Yu both suffe-
red the consequences of 
“inappropriate behavior”. 
Cheung had supported 
the Occupy Central pro-
test; Chou had addressed 
herself as “Taiwanese” 
instead of “Chinese” whi-
le waving the Taiwanese 
flag. Taiwanese media 
celebrated Chou as the 
“light of Taiwan” and 
praised her stance on 
Taiwanese independen-
ce. Chou’s contracts with 
mainland companies 
were subsequently cance-
led. Staff reporter
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I do not want 
to tell you that 
it will be done 
in 4 or 5 years 
and then not 
be able to 
conclude the 
works in that 
time.

Raimundo do Rosário

MACAU澳聞

Renato Marques

Topics related to land 
management and pu-
blic housing were the 
main focus of yester-

day’s Legislative Assembly (AL) 
plenary meeting. Answering 
lawmakers enquiries, the Se-
cretary for Transport and Pu-
blic Works pledged to withdraw 
more land plots in the coming 
few months, including some lo-
cated close to Nam Van lake.

Raimundo do Rosário said that 
the government intends to re-
claim a total of 48 land plots for 
which concession periods have 
ended. Two of these land plots 
were already recovered: one lo-
cated in Pac On area, designated 
for a warehouse, and another in 
a new land reclamation area.

“I can guarantee that in the 
first semester of this year more 

Ng Kuok Cheong will 
not follow in the 

footsteps of New Macau 
Association (ANM) fou-
nding member Au Kam 
San, who last week an-
nounced his intentions to 
leave the pro-democracy 
association. Ng will conti-
nue to donate part of his 
salary as lawmaker to the 
association, maintaining 
a previous arrangement. 

Au Kam San stated in an 
email that “establishing 

AL Plenary 

Secretary says gov’t intends 
to take back more land plots

Au Kam San (left) and Ng Kuok Cheong pictured at the AL

Ng will not follow Au Kam San

land concessions will expire. I 
can assure you of that. We just 
need time to handle these pro-
cesses,” he said, adding that 
the government has already 
processed some 24 land con-
cession expiration claims, 21 of 

which are now involved in court 
disputes.

Lawmaker Mak Soi Kun asked 
about plans for the future use of 
what is currently idle land. Lam 
Heong Sang requested a time-
line and details regarding the 

seven land plots that are desig-
nated for public housing. The 
vice president of AL reminded 
Rosário that this topic has been 
discussed since May 2013 with 
few developments.

The secretary several times 

replied, “there is no timeline,” 
delegating to the Land, Public 
Works and Transport Bureau 
(DSSTOP) director to explain 
that the plots located in Lam 
Mau Pier area, Iao Hon, Taipa 
Island and in the surroundings 
of the Areia Preta Power Sta-
tion all are subject to procedu-
res that involve evictions, en-
vironmental impact studies or 
are simply occupied by public 
services that are waiting to be 
relocated to new buildings yet 
to be built.

“I do not want to give you false 
hopes. I do not want to tell you 
that it will be done in four or 
five years and then not be able 
to conclude the works in that 
time,” Raimundo do Rosário 
said.

The residential units of Cheng 
I Building are also not expected 
to be completed to schedule. 
The secretary had previously 
announced that the residential 
units would be completed and 
ready for delivery in April this 
year. He now states that “this 
will not be possible. Only next 
year.” 

On the public housing strate-
gy, a topic addressed by many 
lawmakers, Rosário revealed 
that the government requested 
a study to “formally” ascertain 
the “real” needs of the territory; 
reiterating that public housing 
is still a “priority for the gover-
nment.”

The so-called ‘third solution’ 
public housing scheme was also 
addressed with the secretary 
revealing that the final con-
clusions on this matter will be 
made public this year, entirely 
discarding the possibility of the 
government seeking a “housing 
on budget” solution.

Nine spoken enquiries were 
presented yesterday from a to-
tal of seventeen scheduled. The 
session resumes today. 

an association that pro-
mulgates democracy in 
a relatively conservative 
society is an act that faces 
tremendous pressure.” 

Au added that a biased 
selection of association 
members has ensured 
that “certain groups can 
maintain their power.“

The association was fou-
nded on the principle of 
gathering people from dif-
ferent backgrounds, accor-
ding to Au. However, he 

continued, “the association 
no longer resembles the 
one I helped found.” 

The lawmaker also noted 
that he left to avoid infi-
ghting. Au has reportedly 
provided different excuses 
for his absence from re-
cent association meetings. 

The split within the 
association has been 
happening for a while. 
In September 2014, Ng 
Kuok Cheong told me-
dia that there had been 

changes in the coopera-
tion model between the 
lawmakers elected throu-
gh ANM lists (he and Au 
Kam San) and the asso-
ciation. Ng said that he 
and Au Kam San would     
handle their own admi-
nistrative duties.

Eric Sautedé, a politi-
cal commentator, noted 
that a public response 
from the ANM – currently 
presided over by Scott 
Chiang – is to be expec-

ted: “They will necessarily 
do so as Au Kam San is a 
very strong and respected 
voice of the democratic 
opposition – he was at the 

city council and has been 
and still is today at the 
Legislative Assembly,” he 
told the Times yesterday. 
Staff reporter

Authorities urged to introduce waste recycling plan
Waste recycling and street parking 

were the themes of a lively debate 
during yesterday’s AL plenary meeting. 

Lawmaker Chan Hong urged authori-
ties to introduce changes, while the Se-
cretary for Transport and Public Works 
argued that there’s no need for new laws 
regarding waste separation and recycling. 
“Separation of waste is much more a ma-
tter of educating society and not about 
forcing them to comply with a law,” Rai-
mundo do Rosário said. However he also 
asserted that the works undertaken so far 
in “raising awareness” of waste recycling 
“was a total failed plan.” Nevertheless 

he points to the approach of “intensi-
fying works with society and namely with 
schools” to tackle this problem.

In other topics, lawmaker Wong Kit 
Cheng questioned the government about 
penalties and the abuse of public street 
parking, urging the government to revi-
se the law concerning penalties for illegal 
parking.

He also urged the government to release 
the parking spaces that are reserved for 
use by the public services in order to in-
crease the turnover of those parking spo-
ts used by the general public.

The secretary agreed that “the penalties 

are relatively low” and that he is consi-
dering “intensifying them in order to in-
crease the deterrent effect.”

Regarding the use of parking spaces by 
public services, Mr Rosário retorted that 
“this work is being done and we have 
already reduced the number of parking 
spots we are using by 26 when compared 
with last year.”

According to the figures of the Trans-
portation Bureau (DSAT) public servi-
ces are currently using a total of about 
350 parking spots across the territory, a 
figure that authorities are trying to re-
duce. RM
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The number of Chinese 
tourists selecting Aus-

tralia as their preferred tra-
vel destination is booming, 
as travelers look beyond 
nearby locations.

A report conducted by 
broker CLSA forecasts an 
increase in the number of 
Chinese tourists traveling 
to Australasia by an avera-

Representatives of the Indian 
Consulate General have expressed 

their desire to encourage more Indian 
students to study in Macau, and that they 
are currently conducting talks with the 
University of Macau to achieve this end.

“We have just started a relationship 
with the University of Macau and we 
have a group of schoolteachers also visi-
ting the University of Macau.  Very soon 
we will also have Indian kids coming [to] 
study here, maybe during the next aca-
demic year,” Indian consul (Consular & 
Education) Ravi Sinha told TDM.

Sinha also said that since it has become 
easier for Macau residents to visit India, 
the number of outbound tourists visiting 
the South Asian country has increased. 

Residents of Macau have been able to 
apply online for Indian visas since July 
last year. Consequently, they are no lon-
ger required to visit the Consulate Gene-
ral of India in Hong Kong to apply for a 
tourist visa.

“What you need to do is to go online, 
apply for a visa and we’ll send you what 
we call visa authorization, which is as 
good as a visa in the sense that as soon 
as you land in India, with visa authori-
zation, you automatically get a visa on 
arrival,” explained Sinha.

The University of Macau told TDM that 
there is currently only one Indian ex-
change student at the institution.  Howe-
ver, they confirmed that they are looking 
forward to receiving more applications 
in the future.

The university has also started a recruit-
ment scheme for potential students hai-
ling from India. UM adds that the recruit-
ment scheme complements the institu-
tion’s globalization strategy. Staff reporter

Chinese tourists enjoy the sights along Sydney Harbour 

Chinese tourism 
expanding in Australia

University of Macau

Education

Consul wants to 
bring more Indian 
students to Macau

ge of 22 percent per annum 
between 2014 and 2020. 
This is considered the hi-
ghest rate of growth in Chi-
nese tourism to any region 
in the world. Research has 
shown that there was alrea-
dy growth of 19 percent in 
the number of Chinese tou-
rists to Australia from 2009 
to 2014. 

By 2020, CLSA expects a 
200-million person surge 
in the number of outbou-
nd trips made by citizens 
of China. That compares 
with last year’s figure of 125 
million trips, of which 58 
million were to Hong Kong 
or Macau.

Meanwhile, the number of 
mainland Chinese tourists 

traveling to their preferred 
destinations - Hong and 
Macau – is set to grow at an 
annual compound rate of 
just 2 percent and 4 percent 
respectively in the years 
leading up to 2020.

According to Aaron Fis-
cher, the Hong Kong-based 
CLSA regional head of con-
sumer and gaming resear-
ch, as people become more 
affluent, they will travel fur-
ther afield.

“Income growth is still 
positive in China. As peo-
ple earn more money, they 
are looking to allocate 
more of their income and 
wealth to tourism and tra-
vel. Even if there is a slight 
slowdown in GDP growth, 
we don’t see outbound tou-
rism slowing down at all,” 
explained Fischer.

He emphasized that the 
widespread use of social 
media in China was also a 
catalyst for travel, as touris-
ts wish to use these platfor-
ms to boast and share their 
experiences of travelling 
overseas with their family 
and friends back home.

“We have seen a huge in-
crease in the number of ou-
tbound trips over the past 10 
years,” Fischer said. “Coun-
tries around Asia and the 
world are fighting hard for 
the Chinese wealth. Many 
countries are making it ea-
sier for Chinese [people] to 
travel to their country.”

Chinese tourists are the 
most lucrative visitors to 
Australia, spending AUD7.7 
billion (MOP43.3b) a year. 
Thus Fischer said the 
weaker Australian dollar 
would further increase 
spending by Chinese visi-
tors. Staff reporter

Visitors to Thailand boosted 
by 16 percent
The number of Chinese tourists visi-

ting Thailand is expected to increase 
by 16 percent compound annual growth 
in the next five years, despite the dece-
lerating economy in China, according to 
CLSA.

A total of 8.3 million Chinese tourists 
visited Thailand last year, accounting 
for 36 percent of total arrivals in 2015. 
The Tourism Authority of Thailand sta-
ted that 8 million Chinese tourists are 
expected to visit Thailand this year.

Flights from Macau to Thailand are 
readily available to Macau locals, with 
several flights departing to Bangkok, 

Chiang Mai and Pattaya daily. Connec-
ting flights to Thailand’s top provinces, 
such as Phuket and Krabi, are provided 
by low cost carriers and remain popular 
among locals.

The sharp growth in China’s outbound 
tourism is due to rising incomes among 
the Chinese population fueling a desire 
to travel, as visa-related restrictions are 
eased.

A survey by CLSA shows that 400 ou-
tbound Chinese travelers listed Thai-
land as the third-most popular overseas 
destination, just behind South Korea 
and Japan.
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Seventy-five volunteers from 
the Sands China Care Ambas-
sadors programme joined the 
elderly residents of Seac Pai 
Van for a spring-cleaning ses-
sion on Sunday. 

This is the seventh consecu-
tive year that the Care Ambas-
sadors have helped Macau’s 
elderly residents – many of 
whom live alone – with spring- 
cleaning to prepare for the 
Chinese New Year. 

The volunteers helped 25 

Fado, a Portuguese restau-
rant at Hotel Royal Macau and 
2015 recipient of the Macau 
Government Tourist Office’s 
“Star Merchant Award – De-
luxe Restaurant,” promises 
an exclusive Valentine’s menu 
specially prepared by Chef 
Luís Américo and his team. 
According to a Fado press 
release, couples can expect 
a special menu of “delicious 

The Macao Water Supply 
Co. Ltd (Macao Water) and 
the Sino French Water Deve-
lopment Co. Ltd. (Sino French 
Water) co-hosted the 2016 
Spring Dinner last week, with 
guests filling more than 40 
tables in the Grant Hall of the 
Macau Tower Convention & 
Entertainment Centre. 

The companies said in a joint 
statement that the dinner was 
a show of gratitude to longtime 
business partners and friends 
from different sectors, as well 
as the hardworking staff of 
their own companies. 

More than 400 representa-
tives from political, business 
and academic sectors – inclu-
ding public utilities, community 
associations and the com-

sands ambassadors visit elderly 
for spring-cleaning 

valentine’s day feast by fado macao water and sino french water 
host joint dinner

households prepare for the 
Year of the Monkey by swee-
ping, mopping and vacuuming 
the residences. The Care 
Ambassadors also distributed 
CNY gift packs containing sta-
ples such as rice, oil, grain and 
noodles.  Sands China has 
supported the Peng On Tung 
Tele-Assistance programme 
since 2010, and has contribu-
ted more than MOP1.2 million 
to the programme, benefitting 
more than 1,330 elderly resi-
dents. 

The annual tradition is one 
of the important ways in which 
Sands China’s team of volun-
teers extends a helping hand 
to vulnerable and disadvan-
taged members of the local 
community.

crab mousse topped with fresh 
and roasted vegetables ser-
ved with Portuguese style   ga-
zpacho, steamed lobster with 
butter-lemon sauce and roas-
ted pine nuts in rice,” among 
other dishes. The restaurant’s 
four-course Valentine’s menu 
will be available from February 
12 to 14, with live music           
to complement the romantic      
atmosphere.

panies’ staff –  attended the 
banquet. 

In addition to activities such 
as games, magic shows, lucky 
draws and a staff choir, the 
hosts also held the ceremo-
nies for Macao Water’s Creati-
vity and Innovation Awards, as 
well as the Long Service Staff 
and Retirement Staff Awards.

BUSINESS 分析

Scott Mayerowitz, New York 

After 15 years of near 
austerity, U.S. airli-
nes are restoring some 
small perks for passen-

gers crammed into coach.
Don't expect ample legroom or 

free checked bags. But fliers will 
find improved snacks, a larger 
selection of free movies and — 
on a few select routes — the re-
turn of free meals.

Yesterday, American Airlines 
became the latest carrier to add 
something back. It announced 
the return of free snacks in the 
economy section and more free 
entertainment options on some 
aircraft.

American, which recently mer-
ged with US Airways, hasn't of-
fered free snacks since 2003. US 
Airways stripped passengers of 
snacks in 2008.

Following the Sept. 11, 2001 ter-
rorist attacks and the subsequent 
recession, airlines removed al-
most every perk imaginable. Hot 
meals disappeared along with le-
groom, blankets and pillows.

"It was really about survival," 
says Fernand Fernandez, vice 
president of global marketing at 
American.

When Continental Airlines 
stopped giving out free cookies 
and mini bags of pretzels in 2011 
— after its merger with United 
Airlines — it said the move wou-
ld save USD2.5 million a year.

Since then, mergers have crea-
ted four mega-carriers that con-
trol more than 80 percent of the 
domestic market. They started 

Chinese stocks fell yesterday after a weak manufac-
turing report while Japan extended gains following its 

central bank's introduction of a negative interest rate po-
licy to boost lending by banks. Other markets were mixed.

KEEPING SCORE: Japan's Nikkei 225 rose 1.8 per-
cent to 17,833.53 and South Korea's Kospi added 0.3 per-
cent to 1,918.22. Hong Kong's Hang Seng fell 0.6 percent 
to 19,557.75 and the Shanghai Composite in mainland 
China lost 1.7 percent to 2,689.89. Australia's S&P/ASX 
200 gained 0.8 percent to 5,047.40. Stocks in Taiwan and 
Southeast Asia were lower.

CHINA MANUFACTURING: An index based on a 
survey of factory purchasing managers fell to 49.4 in Ja-
nuary, its lowest in more than three years, in the latest 
sign of weakness for the world's No. 2 economy. January's 
reading was down from December's 49.7 on a 100-point 
scale on which numbers below 50 indicate contraction. 
Separately, the private Caixin/Markit purchasing mana-
gers' index showed improvement but was weak overall.

THE QUOTE: Investors will expect more stimulus from 
Beijing as the latest data showed that China's manufactu-
ring is "in a state of further deterioration," said Mizuho 
Bank in a daily commentary. "Markets could be betting 
on more coordinated and forceful stimulus from Beijing 
too now that there is a certain policy stimulus momentum 
established."

CENTRAL BANKS: Analysts said after Japan's central 
bank introduced a negative interest rate policy on Friday, 
central banks in other countries may add to stimulus or 
be more cautious about tightening policy. "The Bank of 
Japan's move sets a more dovish tone for major central 
banks around the world," said Ric Spooner, chief analyst 
at CMC Markets in Sydney. "At the margin, it will increase 
the incentive for the ECB to add stimulus as it seeks to 
keep its currency relatively weak. Similarly the Fed and 
the Bank England will be a little more cautious about lif-
ting rates."

WALL STREET: U.S. stock markets posted their big-
gest gains in about five months on Friday though ended 
January with losses. The Dow Jones industrial average 
surged 2.5 percent to 16,466.30. The Standard & Poor's 
500 rose 2.5 percent to 1,940.24. The Nasdaq composite 
index jumped 2.4 percent to 4,613.95.

ENERGY: Benchmark U.S. oil was down 70 cents to 
USD32.92 a barrel in electronic trading on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange. It finished Friday at $33.62 a bar-
rel, up 40 cents, or 1.2 percent. Brent crude, a benchmark 
for international oils, fell 73 cents to $35.26 a barrel in 
London.

CURRENCIES: The dollar rose to 121.20 yen from 
121.12 yen on Friday. The euro strengthened to $1.0853 
from $1.0831. AP

Asia stocks uneven 
as China data, Japan 
policy weighed 

A passenger talks on the phone as American Airlines jets sit parked at their gates at 
Washington’s Ronald Reagan National Airport

Aviation

Airlines restore tiny 
perks, like pretzels, 
to pacify fliers

charging $25 for each checked 
suitcase. And more seats have 
been crammed into planes to 
maximize profits. Now the in-
dustry is making record profits.

"What has changed ," Fernan-
dez says, "is that the airlines 
have been able to fix our core 
business and be able to reinvest 
in our customers."

That means new planes, lar-
ger overhead bins and for a long 
time, nicer first class cabins.

Now a bit of that wealth is tri-
ckling back to coach.

In February, American will 
start offering Biscoff cookies or 
pretzels to passengers flying be-
tween New York and San Fran-
cisco or Los Angeles. By April, 
those snacks will expand to all 
other domestic routes. In May, 
American will bring back full 
meal service for coach passen-
gers between Dallas and Hawaii.

"We know that we have cus-
tomers who select our airline 
based on price and we're really 
excited to offer them a product 
that is superior to choosing an 
ultra-low cost carrier," Fernan-

dez says.
United recently announced the 

return of free snacks on its fli-
ghts starting in February. Delta 
Air Lines — the other big legacy 
carrier — never removed snacks, 
even during bankruptcy.

American is also expanding its 
complimentary entertainment 
on domestic flights with in-seat 
TVs. Passengers will be able to 
choose from up to 40 movies, 
60 TV shows and 300 music 
albums. Delta has taken a diffe-
rent path, focusing more on en-
tertainment that passengers can 
stream to their own devices. It 
now offers about 67 movies and 
138 TV shows for free.

"These are token investmen-
ts in the passenger experience 
that will not cost airlines a lot 
of money but are small ways to 
make passengers a little bit ha-
ppier," says Henry Harteveldt, 
the founder of travel consultan-
cy Atmosphere Research Group. 
"American and United realized: 
We don't let other airlines have 
an advantage on price, why let 
them have one on pretzels." AP
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Loro Horta, Beijing

Sino-Lusophone 
Agricultural Cooperation 
proves to be a win-win 
for all.

With growing wealth in China, 
the Chinese are getting more so-
phisticated and demanding in 
their food habits.  For example, 
in 1985 they consumed 25 kilos 
of meat per person; in 2010 it 
grew to over 50 kilos. This vora-
cious appetite for meat and other 
food products has put a severe 
strain on the country’s ability to 
feed itself. However, recent Chi-
nese overseas investment in agri-
culture in the Lusophone world 
offers a way to ease the problem 
of supply. Such collaboration will 
benefit both parties.

Commendable work by Chinese 
scientists has increased agricul-
tural yields at home, but growing 
number of specialists believe that 
they have reached a ceiling  and 
China needs to look abroad to 
meet its food demand. China has 
22 percent of the world’s popula-
tion living on seven percent of the 
world’s arable land. In recent de-
cades, millions of peasants have 
moved into cities; by 2014, half of 
the population was urban. Mega 
cities such as Chongqing, Shan-
ghai, Beijing and Guangzhou re-
quire larger and more complex 
food supplies.  Environmental 
challenges such as soil pollution, 
water poisoning, deforestation 
and erosion have seriously strai-
ned the country’s arable land. In 
2014, the Ministry of Agriculture 
reported that 40 percent of the 
country’s arable land was degra-
ded as a result of pollution. To 
attain self-sufficiency in basic 
staples, most arable land is dedi-
cated to crops such as grain and 
rice. The country cannot use ara-
ble land for non-essential food 
crops such as vegetable and fruits. 
Furthermore, there are few areas 
suitable for cattle raising. Even 
grain production is struggling to 
meet demand. In 2013, four per-
cent of the world’s grain imports 
went to China; its fruit imports 
were valued at USD9.1 billion.

China is increasingly turning to 
overseas farming and agriculture 
investment to meet this demand 
for food. This can bring signifi-
cant benefits to both China and 
the Lusophone world; its coun-
tries have different ways to bene-
fit from this co-operation.

Angola: it has a population of 
16 million living on 1,243,564 
square kilometres. It has 35 
million hectares of arable land; 
only five million are being used 
and 30 million are virgin land. 
In other words, her potential for 
Chinese investment is limitless. 
In November 2014, CITIC, one 
of China’s large state-owned en-
terprises, announced a $5 billion 
investment in Angola to develop 
large farms producing soybeans, 
grain, sugarcane and raise cattle. 
If the project materialises, it will 
be one of the biggest agricultural 
investments in the world.

The CITIC project is immensely 
beneficial to Angola. The recent 

Feeding the world’s 
most populous nation

slump in oil price has prompted 
the Angolan government to se-
riously consider diversifying the 
economy. With adequate invest-
ment and planning, agriculture 
can make a significant contribu-
tion to this diversification. During 
the Portuguese colonial period, 
Angola was a powerhouse expor-
ting coffee, cotton and citrus to 
the world. Chinese investment in 
agriculture can help her regain 
her status as a leading agricultu-
ral exporter. Since most of the po-
pulation is rural, this agricultural 
project can generate hundreds 
of thousands of jobs, alleviate 
unemployment and mitigate ra-
pid and chaotic urbanisation.

Mozambique: with an area of 
800,000 square kilometers and 
a population of 24 million, it is 
equally promising as a major 
agricultural center; her potential 
has remained largely untapped. 
She has 35 million hectares of 
arable land, with only 10 percent 
being used. So far the largest 
Chinese project is a $250 million 
investment by a Hubei group 
in a rice farm in Gaza province. 
Other Chinese companies have 
invested in cotton mills. China 

has also funded an agricultural 
research center with over 100 
Chinese experts dispatched to 
Mozambique. In 2015, another 
Chinese company was reported 
to have invested $5 million in a 
cashew nut project.

Guinea Bissau is a small coun-
try with a population of only 1.6 
million on 36,000 square miles. 
It is endowed with many rivers 
and streams, and its soil is fer-
tile. The political stability after 
the July 2014 election offers new 
opportunities for Chinese invest-
ment in agriculture and other 
areas such as fisheries. The coun-
try was once a major producer of 
peanuts, cashew nuts and cotton; 
Chinese investment can revitali-
se these sectors. A Chinese com-
pany has expressed interest in 
investing in rice and cotton plan-
tations in the region of Bafata.

In contrast, Brazil, with an area 
of 8,511,667 square kilometres, 
is the fifth largest country in the 
world.  Unlike USA and China 
and their large stretches of deser-
ts or  Canada with its ice-covered 
terrain, Brazil has many rivers in-
cluding the Amazon, the longest 
on earth. It is dominated by forests 
and fertile plains. Large portions 
of its 600,000 square kilometres 
of arable land remain unused.

Agriculture has become one 
of the most important and lu-
crative sectors in Sino-Brazilian 
relations. Brazil is one of Chi-
na’s major supplier of grain and 
soybeans. In 2003, China was 
the largest importer of Brazi-
lian agricultural products, wor-
th  $1.82 billion. In 2009, the 
Brazilian Ministry of Agriculture 
reported that 12.6 per cent or $5 
billion worth of agricultural pro-
ducts went to that country. Her 
soybean exports to China rea-
ched 11.3 million tons in 2006, 
an increase of 50 per cent from 
the previous year.

The signing in October 2009 of 
a Letter of Intent with the state 

of Mato Grosso do Sul allowed a 
Chinese company, Jiangxi Sanhe 
International Investment, to in-
vest in state land; this marked the 
first major Chinese investment in 
Brazil. The agreement commits 
both parties to develop farming 
ventures. The Brazilian side will 
provide land and basic infras-
tructure and the Chinese financial 
investment. The acreage is not 
specified but will increase with 
the different stages of implemen-
tation. As the world’s largest beef 
producer and exporter, Brazil is 
advanced in cattle-breeding tech-
nology. The state of Mato Grosso 
do Sul will also contribute agri-
cultural scientists and experts in 
cattle-raising.  Jiangxi Sanhe will 
invest up to $1 billion in the pro-
ject. Most of the land will be used 
to grow maize and soybeans and 
to raise cattle. Smaller portions 
will be dedicated to plant trees for 
timber. The project also expects 
to produce other goods such as 
honey, butter and cheese; it is ex-
pected to create up to 10,000 jobs 
for the state.

In 2011, Brazilian media cited a 
report by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture that a Chinese group 
from Chongqing co-signed a 
US$2.5 billion agreement to pro-
duce soya in the state of Bahia; 
the size of land to be utilised by 
the Chinese company was not 
specified. There are also seve-
ral reports of China’s interest in 
thousands of hectares of Brazi-
lian farmland. However, details 
on the location and size of these 
lands remain patchy.

Portugal does not have large 
areas of agriculture land. But she 
too can offer important niche 
products to the smart investor. In 
2013, China overtook France as 
the largest consumer of wine in 
the world and her thirst is likely 
to grow; but Portugal’s share of 
this lucrative market has remai-
ned small. Since 2009, the severe 
economic crisis in Europe has led 

to a decline in the export of wine. 
One way to improve Portugal’s 
position in the Chinese market 
and to compete with large wine 
producers from France, Austra-
lia and Chile is to form joint ven-
tures with Chinese companies. 
Some Chinese businesses have 
already expressed interest in ac-
quiring  wineries in Portugal.

In Timor-Leste, a Chinese com-
pany, Longping High-tech, has 
been assisting the country in 
improving rice cultivation. The 
project is so successful that the 
Timorese government and Lon-
gping will expand the project 
to three other districts.  China 
Green Energy is currently nego-
tiating a lease of 12,000 hectares 
of land for cassava plantation. 
There are further avenues for 
growth. Timor-Leste does not 
have large tracks of land; but 
its many microclimates make 
it ideal for  production of rare 
and expensive agriculture pro-
ducts such as spices and coffee. 
The reputation of such Timorese 
products dates back to the early 
16th century. More sensitive to 
food safety and health concerns, 
better off Chinese have turned 
to organic products — Timorese 
products are 100 percent orga-
nic. The demand for Timorese 
coffee is already on the rise and 
businesses from Macau have ex-
pressed interest in investing in 
the coffee sector. Timor-Leste as 
yet is unable to meet this Chinese 
demand; but Chinese investment 
in the sector can help to resolve 
the problem.

The potential for development 
is enormous in the Lusophone 
countries. More work is needed 
to facilitate the implementation 
of these projects. There are mi-
nor irritants. For instance, a $250 
million Chinese investment in rice 
farming in the Limpopo has been 
controversial, with an estimated 
80,000 people displaced from 
their land. In Angola, accusations 
of Chinese ill-treatment of farm 
workers have strained relations 
between local people and Chine-
se. Problems such as bureaucra-
tic hurdles, unclear laws on land 
ownership and fear of Chinese 
land grabs must be addressed. 
Transparency and, in particular, 
dialogue with local communities 
will avoid misunderstanding and 
malicious rumours.

Sino-Lusophone agricultural 
cooperation is mutually benefi-
cial to both parties and can ad-
dress the challenges each faces. 
Chinese investment in agricul-
ture creates millions of jobs and 
reduces the over-dependence 
of countries like Angola and Ti-
mor-Leste on oil exports. China 
will benefit by getting access to 
large areas of fertile land and re-
duce the costs of feeding a more 
demanding society. By investing 
abroad in the production of non
-essential food like tropical fruits, 
soybeans and spices, China can 
use its scarce land resource to 
cultivate essential products such 
as rice and grain. The benefits to 
both parties are simply too great 
to be ignored.  MDT/Macauhub
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Rare snow in central 
China has disrupted the 

country’s Lunar New Year 
travel rush, which involves 
millions of people and is con-
sidered the largest annual hu-
man migration.

Travelers faced flight delays 
and cancelations after hea-
vy snow fell in central Hubei 
province over the weekend 
and closed down the airport 
in the city of Wuhan. Accor-
ding to the airport’s websi-
te, 67 flights were canceled 
Sunday and a trickle of fligh-

Taiwan’s Democratic Progressive Party’s (DPP) Su Jia-chyuan

Taiwan’s legislatu-
re yesterday elected 

a new speaker from the 
independence-leaning 
Democratic Progressive 
Party following its land-
slide victory in elections 
last month.

Su Jia-chyuan became 
the first DPP speaker of 
the 113-seat body after 
the party trounced the 
ruling Nationalists in the 
polls, winning 89 seats 
and its first parliamen-
tary majority.

DPP presidential can-
didate Tsai Ing-wen also 
won a massive victory 
over her Nationalist rival 
and a third party candi-
date, becoming Taiwan’s 
first woman president-
elect. She takes office in 
May when current Natio-
nalist President Ma Ying-
jeou steps down.

Su is a veteran legisla-
tor, former interior mi-
nister and close Tsai ally. 
He’s expected to lead ef-
forts to reform the body, 
formally known as the Le-
gislative Yuan, following 
complaints over logjams 
in passing legislation and 

A woman shops at a fashion boutique in a 
shopping mall in Beijing

Chinese manufacturing ebbed 
in January to its lowest in more 

than three years, a possible sign of 
further weakness in the world’s No. 
2 economy after posting its slowest 
annual growth in a quarter century.

An index based on an official survey 
of factory purchasing managers fell 
to 49.4 last month from December’s 
49.7. It was the sixth straight month 
of deteriorating conditions in China’s 
massive manufacturing sector, which 
employs many millions of workers. 
The index released yesterday uses a 
100-point scale on which numbers 
below 50 indicate contraction.

The latest reading is also the lowest 
since August 2012 and worse than 
many economists were expecting. 
Production fell, factories cut jobs and 
new orders, which are a sign of ove-
rall demand, slipped into contraction 
last month, according to the report 
by the China Federation of Logistics 
and Purchasing.

China’s economic growth has been 
steadily falling for the past half-de-
cade as Beijing attempts to wean the 
economy off a tired model based on 
exports and investment in infrastruc-
ture in favor of domestic consump-
tion and services. However, an une-
xpectedly sharp decline over the past 
two years has stoked fears of a poli-
tically dangerous spike in job losses.

China’s economy grew 6.9 percent 
last year, which was its slowest ex-
pansion in 25 years.

Separately, the private Caixin/
Markit purchasing managers’ index 
showed marginal improvement, with 
the index edging up to 48.4 in Ja-

Chinese manufacturing index 
at weakest since 2012 

nuary from 48.2 in December.
The Caixin survey mostly covers 

smaller, private enterprises while the 
federation’s report focuses on larger, 
state-owned companies.

“Recent macroeconomic indicators 
show the economy is still in the pro-
cess of bottoming out and efforts to 
trim excess capacity are just starting 
to show results,” said He Fan, chief 
economist at Caixin Insight Group. “

The pressure on economic growth 
remains intense in light of continued 
global volatility,” said Fan, who cal-
led for policymakers in Beijing to 
continue rolling out finely tuned sti-
mulus measures as needed to prevent 
growth from slowing too sharply. AP

Taiwan

Legislative yuan elects 
new speaker from 
victorious DPP

too little transparency.
The DPP rode a wave 

of discontent with the 
slowing economy and 
stagnant wages, along 
with Ma’s China-friendly 
policies that many say be-
nefit a small class of elites 
while threatening the eco-
nomic future of the youn-
ger generation.

Among those taking 
their seats were both ve-
terans and newcomers, 
among them 39-year-old 
Freddy Lim, lead singer 
with heavy metal band 
Chthonic. Lim’s New 
Power Party, which he 

co-founded just one year 
ago, emerged from an 
anti-Nationalist student 
movement and advocates 
Taiwan’s formal indepen-
dence.

Tsai’s election throws 
new uncertainty over 
the relationship between 
Taiwan and China, whi-
ch claims the island as 
its own territory, to be 
recovered by force if ne-
cessary. While she has 
vowed no change in the 
status quo, she has refu-
sed to endorse China’s 
“one China principle” as a 
basis for negotiations. AP

Weather

Snow strands travelers 
at start of CNY getaway 
ts were delayed or canceled 
yesterday because of the bad 
weather. The official Xinhua 
News Agency said at least 
2,000 people were stranded 

at the airport.
Sunday’s closure of the air-

port had a knock-on effect 
on rail travel, as more people 
flocked to train stations. But 

the snow slowed down trains, 
with an average delay of up to 
50 minutes, Xinhua reported.

One expressway linking 
Hubei with Jiangxi provin-

ce to its south had traffic at 
a standstill for a stretch of 
about 3 kilometers. Four ma-
jor expressways in Jiangsu 
province were closed, Xinhua 
said.

Chinese travelers are expec-
ted to make 2.9 billion trips 
during the 40-day period, 
which began Jan. 21. Most 
of those trips will fall in the 
weeks around the Feb. 8 Lu-
nar New Year, as migrant 
workers, students and others 
head home to celebrate with 
family. AP
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Policemen urge depositors from Ezubao to follow procedures as they line-up 
outside the State Bureau for Petition to file complaints in Beijing

Gerry Shih, Beijing

Police arrested the 
maverick founder of 
China’s largest onli-
ne finance business on 

suspicion of fleecing 900,000 
investors of USD7.6 billion, in 
what could be the biggest finan-
cial fraud in Chinese history.

State media outlets reported 
the arrest of Ding Ning and 20 
of his employees late Sunday. 
State broadcaster CCTV aired 
purported confessions from two 
former employees at Ezubao, 
an Anhui Province outfit that 
rose from obscurity to become 
China’s largest online financing 
platform in the span of about 18 
months.

Ezubao was the most specta-
cular player in a booming on-
line investment industry that 
Chinese authorities have been 
struggling to regulate. Firms 
ranging from established Inter-
net companies such as Alibaba 
to virtually unknown upstarts 
have flooded into the business, 
promising higher returns than 
those at state-run banks, which 
often offer interest rates below 
inflation.

Ezubao promised investors 

Domenico De Sole, a chairman 
of the board at Sotheby’s, and 
his wife Eleanore

In the latest chapter of a 
scandal that’s jolted New 

York’s art world, a federal 
jury is hearing about a Chi-
nese immigrant who for-
ged fakes of modern mas-
ters such as Jackson Pollo-
ck and Mark Rothko in his 
garage, a once-reputable 
Manhattan gallery that 
sold them and the wealthy 
buyers who paid millions 
for the knockoffs.

“I got a fake painting for 
USD8.3 million and they 
don’t want to give my mo-
ney back to me,” Domeni-
co De Sole, the chairman 
of the board at Sotheby’s 
auction house and a for-
mer Gucci CEO, groused 
from the witness stand last 
week at a high-stakes civil 
trial that continues today 
Macau time).

His wife Eleanore — tes-
tifying with the faux co-
lor-block Rothko called 
“Untitled, 1956” uncere-
moniously propped up on 
an easel next to the witness 
stand — told jurors she 
“went into a shaking fren-
zy” when she first learned 
of suspicions about it.

The couple sued the 
Knoedler & Company 

 Qian, who 
was charged 
but has fled 
to China, 
began 
painting 
fakes of 
Rothkos and 
others out 
his garage

Financial fraud

Company accused of fleecing 
investors of USD7.6 billion

that borrowers would pay back 
loans at interest rates between 
9 percent and 14.6 percent, but 
95 percent of those borrowers 
were fictional entities created 
by Ezubao, a former company 
executive told investigators.

Behind the firm’s rise was 
34-year-old Ding Ning, an 
Anhui native who dropped out 

of school at 17 to work at his 
mother’s hardware factory, 
where he first gained experien-
ce running online sales, accor-
ding to media reports.

With no technical or financial 
training, Ding launched Ezubao 
in July 2014 and opened mul-
tiple marketing offices across 
China. The venture bought ex-

pensive ad spots that aired just 
before the widely viewed ni-
ghtly CCTV newscast, the state 
broadcaster’s flagship program.

Ezubao appeared to gain Bei-
jing’s imprimatur when the 
gov.cn government website pu-
blished an interview with Ding 
in July discussing his life as an 
entrepreneur. The interview 
has since been removed from 
the site.

State media took a far diffe-
rent tone on Sunday as CCTV 
aired Ding’s confession and 
footage of officials hauling away 
bags of cash from his home. 
The Xinhua news agency detai-
led Ding’s extravagant lifestyle 
and the gifts he lavished on a 
business partner Zhang Min, 
including a $20 million villa in 
Singapore and a $1.8 million 
pink diamond ring.

“The truth is that it’s a fraud 
... it’s a typical Ponzi scheme,” 
Zhang, the associate, said in her 
aired confession.

Despite the vast sums cited 
in the case, Ezubao, which also 
went by Ezubo on its websi-
te, represented just a sliver of 
China’s shadow banking indus-
try estimated to be worth $1.5 
trillion as of the end of June, 

according to Chinese banking 
regulators.

Independent economists and 
party officials alike have war-
ned about the danger of unche-
cked private lending and the 
political spillover of a large-
scale collapse.

After police shut down 
Ezubao in December, scores 
of protesters gathered outside 
a Beijing government building 
to demand their money back. 
Simmering anger on social me-
dia also spurred public security 
officials to phone Internet users 
to warn them against criticizing 
the Communist Party online.

One investor from Nor-
theast China who lost close to 
$80,000 told The Associated 
Press in December that police 
confiscated her computer and 
cell phone after she posted onli-
ne that she might file a petition 
with the central government.

Fu Weigang, a researcher at 
the Shanghai Institute for Finan-
ce and Law, said difficulty ob-
taining financing in a state-do-
minated banking system has for 
decades driven Chinese citizens 
into underground borrowing 
and lending, which also gave rise 
to countless Ponzi schemes.

But Ezubao was able to take 
advantage of an influx of mom-
and-pop investors in recent 
years using an Internet model, 
Fu said, effectively pushing 
small-scale scams to a coun-
trywide level.

“What they were doing was 
nothing new in China,” Fu said. 
“But how they were doing it on-
line, and the scale, was unpre-
cedented.” AP

NYC jury hears details of modern 
masters forgery scandal 
gallery and its former di-
rector, Ann Freedman, in 
2013 after federal prose-
cutors brought a separa-
te criminal case against 
Long Island dealer Glafira 
Rosales, who admitted in 
a guilty plea that she sold 
or consigned 40 fakes to 
the gallery before it closed 
in 2011 after more than 

a century. The De Soles 
are seeking $25 million in 
damages, claiming Freed-
man should have known 
the painting was a forgery.

The defense has por-
trayed Freedman, who 
wasn’t charged in the cri-
minal fraud, as a victim as 
well. It also contends the 
evidence will show that the 
forgeries were so good — 
and such a surprise — even 
respected art experts lost 
their bearings.

“This is the art world equi-
valent of finding dinosaur 
bones,” Freedman’s attor-
ney, Luke Nikas, said in 
opening statements. “This 
was an important disco-
very. Ann believed in it and 
the art world believed in it.”

The fraud dates to the 
1990s, when Rosales, her 
partner and her boyfriend 
discovered future forger 
Qian Pei-Shen painting 
portraits on the streets 
of lower Manhattan. The 

dealer learned the artist 
had trained at the same art 
school attended by Rothko 
and other famous abstract 
expressionists — and had a 
knack for mimicking their 
style.

Qian, who was charged 
criminally but has fled 
to China, began pain-
ting fakes of Rothkos and 
others out his garage at 
his Queens home in ex-
change for a few hundred 
dollars up to USD9,000. 
The dealer then began 
taking them to the Knoe-
dler gallery, where she told 
Freedman they were un-
discovered works supplied 
by the anonymous son of 
a deceased Swiss collector.

After obtaining “Untit-
led, 1956” for $950,000, 
Freedman sold the pain-
ting to the De Soles for 
more than $8 million in 
2004. The couple hung 
it on the wall at their Hil-
ton Head, South Carolina, 

home, believing they were 
the owners of a museum-
worthy Rothko.

“I thought it was beau-
tiful,” Domenico De Sole 
testified.

Pressed on cross-exami-
nation on why he hadn’t 
done more to authenticate 
the painting, De Sole shot 
back, “I had complete trust 
in (Freedman) and Knoe-
dler. It never crossed my 
mind that these guys were 
in the business of selling 
fake art. Is that clear?”

The defense insists Freed-
man was so completely 
conned that she paid near-
ly $300,000 for a phony 
Pollock drip painting in 
2000 and displayed it in 
her apartment for a de-
cade, even though artist’s 
signature was misspelled 
“Pollok.” It also claims art 
experts who saw the Ro-
thko were believers as well, 
and have asked the jury to 
be skeptical of testimony 

that they never actually au-
thenticated the work.

“The experts were foo-
led,” defense attorney 
Nikas said. “And now they 
feel like fools.”

De Sole lawyer Emily 
Reisbaum told jurors that, 
at minimum, Freedman 
was at fault for ignoring ob-
vious red flags such as the 
proliferation of pieces from 
the mystery collection over 
a 15-year period and Rosa-
les’ willingness to sell them 
to the gallery at prices far 
below market value.

“Your common sense will 
tell you,” Reisbaum said. 
“Such a treasure trove of 
never-before-seen master-
pieces by America’s most 
famous artists was too 
good to be true.” AP
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Myanmar’s Aung San Suu Kyi (center) walks alongside other lawmakers of her 
National League for Democracy party

Esther Htusan, Naypyitaw

Myanmar’s parlia-
ment, led for the first 

time by pro-democracy leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi’s party, be-
gan a historic session yester-
day that will install the coun-
try’s first democratically elec-
ted government in more than 
50 years.

The National League for De-
mocracy won a landslide vic-
tory in Nov. 8 elections, taking 
about 80 percent of the seats 
at stake in the two houses of 
parliament to defeat the mili-
tary-backed Union Solidarity 
and Development Party.

Many legislators expressed 
hope that yesterday marked 
the beginning of a new, bri-
ghter era following decades of 
military oppression, civil war 
and pervasive poverty.

“This is like a dream for 
me,” said Khin Maung Myint, 
an NLD lawmaker before the 
largely ceremonial two-hour 
session. “I never imagined 
that our party would be able 
to form the government. Even 
the public didn’t think we cou-
ld have an NLD government. 
But now it is like a shock to us 
and to the world too.” 

Legislators from the two 
main parties, smaller ethnic 
minority parties, and military-
appointed representatives 
filed into the cavernous par-
liament for the lower house 
session and took a joint oath 
of office.

Most wore the traditional 
dress of the Burman majority 
or of the Shan, Karen, Kachin, 
Lisu and other minorities who 
make up nearly 40 percent of 
the country’s 52 million peo-
ple but in the past have been 
poorly represented in the cen-
tral government.

The session marks a histo-
ric turnaround for the NLD, 
which for years was suppres-

 The session 
marks a historic 
turnaround for 
the NLD, which 
for years was 
suppressed by 
the military

Myanmar 

Parliament begins new session 
dominated by Suu Kyi party

sed by the military. Generals 
ruled the country directly or 
indirectly after seizing power 
in 1962, and over the years 
jailed hundreds of NLD lea-
ders, including Suu Kyi, while 
crushing overt political activi-
ty.

 The Southeast Asian nation 
started moving away from 
dictatorship toward democra-
cy in 2011, when the military 
rulers agreed to hand over 
power to a nominally civilian 
government headed by Pre-
sident Thein Sein, a general-
turned-reformist.

He will step down in late 
March or early April when an 
NLD president takes over.

Suu Kyi is constitutionally 
barred from taking the presi-
dency because her sons and 
late husband are British citi-
zens, and has vowed to rule 
from behind the scenes throu-
gh a proxy. She has not annou-
nced who her party will nomi-
nate for president.

“We don’t know exactly when 
the presidential election will 

happen. We cannot tell you 
anything about who will be 
nominated as the presidential 
candidates as well,” said Zayar 
Thaw, an NLD legislator.

Following two meetings be-
tween Suu Kyi and armed 
forces commander Gen. Min 
Aung Hlaing, rumors surfaced 
that she was pressing for the 
suspension of the constitutio-
nal clause that bars her from 
office.

But the speculation was 
quashed by the army’s Myawa-
ddy Daily newspaper, which 
wrote that “for the goodness 
of the mother country” the 
constitutional clause should 
not be changed.

Despite its landslide victory, 
the NLD will have to share 

power with the military becau-
se the constitution reserves 25 
percent, or 166 of the 664 sea-
ts in the two houses of parlia-
ment, for military appointees.

Thein Sein’s military-backed 
USDP won a 2010 election in 
which the NLD refused to par-
ticipate, protesting that it was 
held under unfair conditions. 
After several changes in the 
election law, the NLD contes-
ted several dozen by-elections 
in 2012, winning virtually all 
of them.

Suu Kyi’s party handsomely 
won the previous general elec-
tion in 1990, but the results 
were annulled by the military 
and many of the party’s lea-
ding members were harassed 
and jailed.

Suu Kyi had been placed un-
der house arrest prior to that 
election and spent 15 of the 
next 22 years mostly confined 
to her lakeside villa in Yangon. 
She was under house arrest 
when she won the 1991 Nobel 
Peace Prize.

Establishing democracy is 
only one hurdle the country 
faces. The new government 
will also have to contend with 
ethnic rebellions in several 
parts of the country. Thein 
Sein’s government signed a 
peace pact with more than a 
dozen smaller ethnic armies 
before the elections, but ma-
jor groups have stayed away 
and fighting continues in 
many states. Most are fighting 
for autonomy and rights over 
their resource-rich land.

“I hope this will be a good 
opportunity for us to speak 
out for the ethnic people and 
demand indigenous rights,” 
said Lama Naw Aung, a lower 
house member from the Ka-
chin State Democracy Party, 
representing the Kachin mi-
nority who are fighting the 
army in the north.

“I think there will be a chan-
ge because Aung San Suu Kyi 
might want to finish the work 
for the ethnics that her father 
didn’t get a chance to do,” he 
said, referring to independen-
ce hero Aung San, who united 
various national groups. He 
and six colleagues were assas-
sinated in July 1947, six mon-
ths before Myanmar’s inde-
pendence. AP

Jasmine Ng

Singapore has sei-
zed “a large number” 

of bank accounts in con-
nection with possible mo-
ney-laundering carried 
out in the country,  the 
Monetary Authority of 
Singapore and Commer-
cial Affairs Department 
said in a joint e-mailed 
statement in response to 
queries on 1Malaysia De-
velopment Bhd (1MDB).

“In connection with the-
se investigations, we have 
sought and are conti-
nuing to seek information 
from several financial ins-

Singapore 

Authorities seize ‘large number’ of 
bank accounts amid 1MDB probe

titutions, are interviewing 
various individuals, and 
have seized a large num-
ber of bank accounts,” 
the agencies said in the 
statement yesterday. Sin-
gapore has been “actively 
investigating” possible 

money-laundering and 
other offences since mid-
2015, according to the 
statement.

Neighboring Malaysia’s 
government investment 
fund, whose advisory 
board is headed by Prime 

Minister Najib Razak, has 
been the subject of over-
lapping investigations 
in the country, as well 
as overseas jurisdictions 
including Switzerland 
and Hong Kong amid 
allegations of financial 
irregularities.  Swiss pro-
secutors  said  in a Jan. 
29 statement that they 
are seeking legal assis-
tance from the Southeast 
Asian nation after a probe 
that they conducted into 
1MDB revealed “serious 
indications” that about 
USD4 billion may have 
been misappropriated.

Singapore is cooperating 

closely with relevant au-
thorities including those 
in Malaysia, Switzerland 
and the U.S., the agencies 
said in the statement.

“We have responded to all 
foreign requests for infor-
mation and have requested 
for information from rele-
vant counterparts to aid in 
our investigations,” accor-
ding to the statement. “Sin-
gapore does not tolerate the 
use of its financial system 
as a refuge or conduit for 
illicit funds.”

While an initial Malay-
sian auditor general’s 
report in July on 1MDB 
didn’t reveal any suspi-
cious activity, the nation’s 
central bank had made 
requests for the attorney 
general to initiate crimi-
nal proceedings against 
the debt-ridden company. 
The Malaysian attorney 
general’s office dismis-
sed the central bank’s 

requests, which alleged 
that 1MDB breached the 
Exchange Control Act.

Separately, Malaysia’s 
attorney-general closed 
the door on a graft inves-
tigation into Najib last 
month, clearing him of 
wrongdoing over a “per-
sonal contribution” of 
$681 million from Sau-
di Arabia’s royal family, 
and funds from a com-
pany linked to 1MDB that 
appeared in his personal 
bank accounts.

Najib has maintained 
the funds were not used 
for private benefit, with 
$620 million later retur-
ned to the Saudi donors, 
although there hasn’t 
been a clear explanation 
as to what the rest was 
spent on or where that 
money is now. Both the 
premier and 1MDB have 
consistently denied any 
wrongdoing. Bloomberg
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Afghan security forces patrol in Nad Ali district of Helmand province

Deb Riechmann & Robert Burns, 
Washington 

Fifteen years into 
the war that few Ame-
ricans talk about any 
more, conditions in 

Afghanistan are getting worse, 
preventing the clean ending 
that President Barack Obama 
hoped to impose before lea-
ving office.

Violence is on the rise, the 
Taliban are staging new offen-
sives, the Islamic State group 
is angling for a foothold and 
peace prospects are dim.

Afghanistan remains a dan-
ger zone. It’s hobbled by a 
weak economy that’s sapping 
public confidence in the new 
government. Afghan police 
and soldiers are struggling to 
hold together the country 13 
months after the U.S.-led mi-
litary coalition culled its num-
bers by 90 percent.

The bottom line: For a second 
time, Obama is rethinking his 
plan to drop U.S. troop levels 
from 9,800 to 5,500 before he 
leaves office in January 2017.

“I don’t see any drawdowns” 
in the near future, said James 
Dobbins, Obama’s former spe-
cial envoy for Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. He predicted that 
Obama would leave the deci-
sion to the next president.

“They are just hoping that 
things hold together and they 
won’t have to face a decision 
on whether to actually im-
plement the force reduction 
they’re talking about until late 
summer, early fall, by which 
time the administration will be 
on its last legs,” Dobbins said.

Top military officials, as well 
as Republicans and Demo-
crats in Congress, think that 
trimming the force any more 
during Obama’s presiden-
cy is a bad idea. Republican 
Sen. John McCain of Arizona, 
chairman of the Senate Ar-
med Services Committee, said 
Thursday that Afghanistan 
was in a “crisis situation.”

Initially, Obama announ-
ced plans to reduce the force 
to 5,500 troops by the end of 
last year, and to 1,000 by the 
end of 2016. Last fall, Obama 
changed his mind, saying the 
situation remained too fragi-
le for the American military 
to leave. He announced plans 
to keep the current force of 
about 9,800 in place through 

 For a second 
time, Obama is 
rethinking his 
plan to drop 
US troop levels 
from 9,800 to 
5,500 before he 
leaves office 

Afghanistan

Violence forces Obama 
to rethink troop levels
most of 2016 to perform not 
in an offensive combat role but 
to continue counterterrorism 
missions and advise Afghans 
battling a resurgent Taliban.

It’s been a tough year on the 
Afghan battlefield.

Afghan soldiers and police-
men — bankrolled by USD4.1 
billion in U.S. taxpayer money — 
fought virtually on their own 
last year for the first time sin-
ce the U.S. invasion in 2001. 
NATO officials have told The 
Associated Press that Afghan 
troops are displaying prowess 
yet suffering sustained heavy 
casualties — 28 percent higher 
in 2015 than before the inter-
national combat mission en-
ded in December 2014.

Lt. Gen. John “Mick” Nichol-
son, Obama’s pick to be the 
next top U.S. commander in 
Afghanistan, said at his Sena-

te confirmation hearing Thur-
sday that the Afghan security 
forces have “more than held 
their own against the insur-
gency,” but are not yet “self-
sustainable.”

Asked whether the U.S. effort 
in 2015 had resulted in gains 
or losses, Nicholson replied: 

“The Taliban came at the Af-
ghan security forces more in-
tensely than perhaps we an-
ticipated. Because of that, we 
did not make the advances we 
... thought we would make.”

When U.S. and other foreign 
troops left on an announced 
schedule, the Taliban pounced.

Last fall, they briefly seized 
Kunduz, a city of 300,000 
in northern Afghanistan. It 
marked the militants’ first cap-
ture of a major city since befo-
re the U.S.-led invasion and 
was marred by the mistaken 
U.S. strike on a charity hos-
pital run by Doctors Without 
Borders, killing 42 people.

Hamdullah Mohib, Afghanis-
tan’s ambassador to the Uni-
ted States, acknowledged that 
Kunduz was a setback. But he 
said it also reminded Afghans 
what life was like under the 

Taliban.
“They don’t want to return to 

that,” he said.
In the south, Afghan army 

units have been engaged in 
fierce fights with the Taliban 
for months in Helmand provin-
ce, where militants sow more 
than $3 billion a year in opium 
revenue. The Afghan army in 
Helmand has been plagued by 
incompetence and corruption. 
The Afghan military recently 
fired and replaced top Afghan 
army leaders there.

Also in the south, U.S. and 
Afghan forces last year killed 
150 to 200 al-Qaida mem-
bers in a large training camp, 
complete with tunnels, that 
was discovered in neighboring 
Kandahar province, another 
militant stronghold.

A current Afghan official, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because he was not 
authorized to speak to the me-
dia, acknowledged the army’s 
many setbacks this year, but 
said the Taliban had sought to 
achieve major victories after 
the U.S.-led coalition annou-
nced it would end its combat 
mission on Dec. 31, 2015. Ins-
tead, they failed to retake huge 
swaths of land, the official 
said. AP

An RSPCA inspector 
photographing dead kangaroos 
lying on the roadside in the 
outskirts of Brisbane

Seventeen kanga-
roos have died after 

being deliberately run 
down by a driver in Aus-
tralia, an animal welfare 
group said yesterday.

The carcasses of 16 
kangaroos were fou-

Australia

Driver deliberately killed 17 kangaroos
nd yesterday along a 
100-meter stretch of 
road in the eastern city 
of Brisbane, said Mi-
chael Beatty, a spokes-
man for the RSPCA in 
Queensland state. Ano-
ther kangaroo had to 

be euthanized because 
of its injuries. Many of 
the animals were young, 
Beatty said.

“They’ve definitely 
been deliberately run 
over,” Beatty said. “You 
can quite clearly see the 

tire tracks where they’ve 
gone off the road to hit 
them.”

The group has asked 
for any witnesses to 
come forward with in-
formation.

According to data re-

leased in 2014 by Aus-
tralia’s Department of 
the Environment, 34.3 
million kangaroos lived 
within the commercial 
harvest areas of the 
country-continent in 
2011. MDT/AP
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Tainara Lourenco, who’s five months pregnant, stands outside her stilt home that 
stands over polluted water in a slum in Recife

Jenny Barchfield, 
Mauricio Savarese

Two Brazilian women, 
two pregnancies, one 
nightmare. But two 
very different stories.

Regina de Lima and Tainara 
Lourenco became pregnant at a 
scary moment — the dawn of an 
extraordinary Zika outbreak, as 
authorities came to suspect that 
the virus was causing an alar-
ming spike in a rare birth defect 
called microcephaly. Both have 
reason to fear for the health of 
their unborn offspring.

But that is where the similari-
ties end.

Lima is well-off, and took ad-
vantage of the options of af-
fluence.

Lourenco lives in a slum. She 
has no options, except to hope 
for the best.

When Lima learned she was 
pregnant, her initial, vertigi-
nous rush of happiness was 
almost immediately smothered 
by dread.

Lima and her husband had 
been trying to start a family but 
decided to put the project on 
hold in late November, after the 
Brazilian government annou-
nced a possible link between 
mosquito-borne Zika and mi-
crocephaly, in which infants 
are born with unusually small 
heads and can sometimes suf-
fer mental retardation or a host 
of serious health and develop-
mental problems.

The connection between Zika 
and microcephaly is not yet un-
derstood, but the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention says there is strong evi-
dence of a link. And with more 
than 3,700 confirmed or sus-
pected cases of microcephaly 
registered here since October — 
compared with fewer than 150 
cases in all of 2014 — the Bra-
zilian government took the 
drastic step of urging would-be 
parents to put off pregnancies.

But for Lima, an audiovisual 
producer from Rio de Janeiro, 
it was too late. She was already 
pregnant, and her first trimes-
ter — thought to be when the 
fetus is most susceptible to Zika 
— would coincide with Rio’s 

 The 
connection 
between 
Zika and 
microcephaly 
is not yet 
understood, but 
[US authorities] 
say there is 
strong evidence 
of a link

For Brazil’s rich and poor, 
disparate response to Zika 

summer mosquito season.
“The first weeks were terri-

fying,” said Lima. “I cried and 
cried.”

She was haunted by fears she 
may have already had Zika wi-
thout knowing it — the illness 
can cause a fever and red splot-
ches on the skin, but is asymp-
tomatic in most cases — and 
that her baby would develop 
microcephaly, which ultrasou-
nds only pick up starting in the 
seventh month.

So Lima did what growing 
numbers of wealthy Brazilian 
women are doing: She reques-
ted an extended vacation from 
work, packed her bags and left 
for Europe. She plans to stay at 
least through the end of the di-
cey first trimester.

“I am in a sort of exile — I 
could be at home with my hus-
band, seeing my own doctors, 
but instead I’m here in Europe 
with a suitcase,” Lima said in a 
telephone interview from Lon-
don, quickly adding that she 
wasn’t complaining. “I am lu-
cky to have options, to be able 
to make decisions. Most wo-
men in my situation don’t have 

that luxury. They’re completely 
at the mercy of fate.”

Indeed, although she’s living 
on a shoestring — crashing with 
friends and moving weekly so as 
not to overstay her welcome — 
Lima’s peace of mind comes 
with a price tag that would be 
unthinkable for the vast ma-
jority of women in this most so-
cially stratified of countries.

Her airline ticket alone cost 
several times the monthly 
minimum wage of just over 
USD200, and with Brazil’s 
currency at historic lows amid 
an economic recession, even 
everyday expenses in Europe 
have become exorbitant by Bra-
zilian standards.

Unemployed and five months 
pregnant, 21-year-old Lourenco 
lives in a slum at the epicenter 
of Brazil’s tandem Zika and mi-
crocephaly outbreaks, the state 
of Pernambuco in Brazil’s im-
poverished and underdevelo-
ped northeast.

Her shack is cobbled together 
from bits of wood and perches 
on stilts over a giant pudd-
le of fetid water below. To eke 
out a living for herself and her 
2-year-old daughter, Lourenco 

ventures into a nearby swamp 
to hunt for crustaceans she 
hawks for $2.50 a kilogram.

“I think I got Zika or some 
other disease not long ago,” she 
said. “What can we do? Just 
hope that it doesn’t affect the 
baby.”

Zika is spread by the Aedes ae-
gypti mosquito, which is well-
adapted to humans, thrives in 
people’s homes and can breed 
in even a bottle cap’s-worth of 
stagnant water — not to men-
tion the pools of rain water that 
lurk in just about every nook 
and cranny during the mug-
gy summer rain season. While 
anyone can be bitten by Aedes, 
public health experts agree that 
the poor are more vulnerable 
because they often lack ameni-
ties that help diminish the risk, 
such as air conditioning and 
window screens.

The only precautionary mea-
sure Lourenco could possibly 
take, long-sleeve clothing, is 
unworkable in the unrelenting 
equatorial heat.

Like many of the estimated 
400,000 women currently 
pregnant in Brazil, she can’t af-
ford mosquito repellent. Micro-

cephaly fears have sparked a 
run on repellents, emptying out 
the stock in many pharmacies 
in hard-hit areas; where it’s still 
available — often fishing supply 
stores — it now often costs se-
veral times the normal price.

The government has pledged 
to start providing repellent to 
low-income women and pro-
mises to deploy some 220,000 
members of the Armed Forces 
to help eliminate Aedes’ bree-
ding places as part of President 
Dilma Rousseff’s declared war 
against the insect. But the mea-
sures are too little, too late for 
women whose worries about 
microcephaly have transfor-
med their pregnancies into a 
period of unending anguish.

In the Central American na-
tion of El Salvador, where au-
thorities have urged women to 
put off pregnancy for two years, 
Guadalupe Urquilla is strug-
gling to take fate into her own 
hands.

She’s traded her dresses for 
long pants and closed shoes, 
scrubs out the family’s concre-
te water tank every three days, 
and writes to San Salvador city 
officials, demanding that they 
fumigate the debris-strewn 
public housing complex where 
she lives with her husband and 
2-year-old daughter.

Urquilla said her husband is 
believed to have had Zika last fall 
and her daughter had dengue.

“We’re really scared,” said Ur-
quilla, who’s in her 13th week of 
pregnancy. “Imagine my baby 
does not get Zika, but imagine 
how stressed out it will be when 
it comes out. The whole preg-
nancy we’re stressed out about 
mosquitoes. [...] It’s a huge pa-
ranoia.”

Lourenco, though, is more fa-
talistic. “If you have to get sick 
you will get sick,” she said. “It’s 
everywhere.” AP

Republican Do-
nald Trump and De-

mocrat Bernie Sanders 
hope to translate voter 
enthusiasm into victories 
in Iowa caucuses, as Ted 
Cruz and Hillary Clinton 
bank on sophisticated get-
out-the vote operations.

The caucuses kick off the 
2016 presidential nomi-
nating contests, marking 
a new phase in a tumul-
tuous election that has 
exposed Americans’ deep 
frustration with Washin-

USA Elections

Democratic, Republican races tight as 2016 voting begins

Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton, accompanied by 
her daughter Chelsea Clinton

gton and given rise to 
candidates few expec-
ted to present a serious 

challenge for their party’s 
nomination when they 
first entered the race.

After months of cam-
paigning and more than 
USD150 million already 
spent on advertising, the 
race for supremacy in 
Iowa is close in both par-
ties. Among Republicans, 
Trump appears to hold 
a slim edge over Cruz, a 
fiery senator from Texas.

Clinton and Sanders 
entered in a surprisingly 
tight Democratic race, 
reviving memories of the 
former secretary of state’s 
disappointing showing in 

Iowa eight years ago.
“Stick with me,” Clinton 

said as she rallied suppor-
ters Sunday. “Stick with a 
plan. Stick with experience.”

Sanders, the Vermont se-
nator who has been gene-
rating big, youthful crowds 
across the state, urged vo-
ters to help him “make his-
tory” with a win in Iowa.

In a show of financial 
strength, Sanders’ cam-
paign announced Sun-
day it raised $20 million 
in January alone. While 

Sanders has a large team 
in Iowa, his operation got 
off to a later start, par-
ticularly compared with 
Clinton, who has had staff 
on the ground in the state 
for nearly a year.

Iowa’s contest will also 
offer the first hard evi-
dence of whether Trump 
can turn the legion of fans 
drawn to his plainspoken 
populism into voters. The 
scope of the billionaire’s 
organization in Iowa is a 
mystery, though Trump 
himself has intensified 
his campaign schedule 
during the final sprint, 
including a pair of rallies 
yesterday. AP
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what’s ON ...

Fireworks, Flowers and Good Fortune

Lunar New Year’s Eve Flower Market 
Time: 9am-midnight (February 2-6)
9am (February 7)-2am (next day, February 8)
Venue: Tap Seac Square 
 
Incense and Pinwheel Stalls 
Time: 6pm (February 7)-6:30pm (next day, February 8)
9am-6:30pm (February 9-14)
Venue: Shorefront of A-Ma Temple
Time: 8pm (March 3)-7am (March 4)
Venue: Pavement in front of Kun Iam Tong Temple

Firecrackers and Fireworks Zones 
Noon (February 7)-2am (February 8) 
10am-2am (next day, February 8-9) 
10am-Midnight (February 10-12) 
Venue: Taipa - Shorefront of Est. Alm. Marques 
Esparteiro 
Macau - Av. Dr. Sun Yat Sen (near Macau Tower) 

Enquiries: (853) 2833 7676 / 8988 4000 
http://www.iacm.gov.mo

The Mastery of Shipbuilding 
– Fishing Junk Models by Wan Chun
Time: 10am-6pm 
(Closed on Sundays and public holidays)
Until: April 9, 2016 
Venue: Gallery of the Historical Archives of Macau, 
Avenida do Conselheiro Ferreira de Almeida 
Nº 91 - 93, Macau
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 2859 2919 

Inward Gazes 
– Four Artists in Performance
Time: 10am-8pm (Closed on Mondays)
Until: February 14, 2016 
Venue: Old Court Building, 
Avenida da Praia Grande, Macau 
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

Shining Clean – Exhibition of Yongle 
Porcelain Excavated from Zhushan of the 
Jingdezhen Official Kiln and Museum
Time: 9am-9pm
Until: March 13, 2016 
Venue: Temporary Exhibitions Gallery of the Civic 
and Municipal Affairs Bureau 
Organizer: Civic and Municipal Affairs Bureau, 
Cultural Affairs Bureau
Admission: Free  
Enquiries: (853) 8988 4100 / 2882 7103  
 

this day in history

The President of South Africa has lifted the 30-year 
ban on leading anti-apartheid group the African Na-
tional Congress. 

In a televised speech at the opening of Parliament 
in Cape Town, President FW de Klerk announced res-
trictions would be lifted on the ANC, the smaller Pan 
Africanist Congress and the South African Commu-
nist Party, which is allied to the ANC. 

He also made his first public commitment to release 
jailed ANC leader Nelson Mandela, but he did not 
specify a date. 

The reforms will allow active opposition to apartheid 
for the first time in 40 years of National Party rule.

Many observers were surprised by the scope of the 
reforms - which included a return to press freedom 
and suspension of the death penalty - signalling a 
partial end to the 25-year-old state of emergency. 

Nobel Prize winner Archbishop Desmond Tutu said: 
“He has taken my breath away”. 

Mr Mandela’s wife, Winnie, remained sceptical. 
She said: “We are not going to accept a bone wi-

thout meat. The unbanning of the ANC, the South 
African Communist Party and the Pan-African Con-
gress in the prevailing South African climate is simply 
a recipe for further problems.” 

Other critics complained about the government’s 
failure to completely lift the state of emergency, as 
the ban on TV and photographic coverage of unrest 
continues. 

Mr de Klerk explained this was precautionary so 
that the authorities could monitor the progress of the 
reforms. 

Speaking about the release of political prisoners, he 
said: “It does not signify in the least the approval or 
condoning of crimes of terrorism or crimes of violen-
ce committed under their banner.” 

The Conservative opposition has demanded a refe-
rendum on the white reaction to the new measures. 

World leaders praised Mr de Klerk. 
US President George Bush said he welcomed the 

decision to dismantle apartheid but emphasised fur-
ther action would be needed before economic sanc-
tions could be lifted. 

British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher has written 
to Mr de Klerk to congratulate him for his courage.

 
			                   Courtesy BBC News

1990  De Klerk dismantles       
          apartheid in South Africa

In context
Nelson Mandela was released on 11 February 1990 
President FW de Klerk lifted the remaining apartheid legisla-
tion in 1991. 
The ANC became South Africa’s first democratically elected 
government in April 1994. 
Nelson Mandela became the country’s first black president on 
10 May 1994 aged 75. 
He retired in the middle of 1999 and was replaced as presi-
dent by Thabo Mbeki. 
Nelson Mandela died on December 5, 2013.

Offbeat

British police have arrested a suspected thief with 38 
mobile phones stuffed down his trousers.

West Midlands Police say they believe the man stole 
the phones from concertgoers at a show by band The 
Libertines in Birmingham, central England.

The 30-year-old and a second man, who was also 
arrested, were spotted at the venue with their trousers 
taped closed at the bottom. Police were on the lookout 
after reports of phone thefts during an earlier Liberti-
nes gig in the northwest England city of Manchester.

Police Inspector Gareth Morris said last week that 
anyone whose phone was taken during Wednesday’s 
show should contact officers.

UK police arrest suspect 
with 38 phones in his trousers 

INFOTAINMENT 資訊／娛樂 

TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:30
16:50
17:40
18:30
19:30
20:30
21:00
21:40
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:30
01:00

TDM News (Repeated)				  
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast			 
RTPi Live				 
Castle S.5				  
Trail of Lies (Repeated)				  
TDM Sport (Repeated)				  
Soap Opera				  
Main News, Financial & Weather Report			
TDM Intreview				  
Non-Daily Port. News				  
Trail of Lies				  
TDM News				  
Miscellaneous				  
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)	
RTPi Live				 

cinema
cineteatro
28 Jan - 04 Feb

the 5h wave_
room 1
2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director: J Blakeson
Starring: Chloë Grace Moretz, Nick Robinson, 
Maika Monroe
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 112min

the last women standing_
room 2
2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm
Director:  Luo Lu
Starring: Shu Qi, Eddie Peng Yuyan, Hao Leie
Language: Mandarin (English/Cantonese)
Duration: 100min

the big short_
room 3
2.30, 4.45, 9.30 pm
Director:  Adam Mckay
Starring: Christian Bale, Steve Carell, Ryan Gosling
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 130min

Ip man 3_
room 3
7.30 pm
Director: Wilson Yip Wai Shun
Starring: Donnie Yen, Lynn Xiong, Max Zhang
Language: Cantonese (English/Cantonese)
Duration: 110min

macau tower
14 Jan - 10 Feb

the 5h wave_
2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director: J Blakeson
Starring: Chloë Grace Moretz, Nick Robinson, 
Maika Monroe
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 112min
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The Born Loser by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omAcross: 1- Tabula ___; 5- Vane dir.; 8- Entr’___; 12- Extreme; 14- Employs; 15- 

Puppeteer Tony; 16- Stable compartment; 17- Suffragist Carrie; 18- Buffalo’s county; 
19- Capital of Hawaii; 21- Likenesses; 23- Pampering place; 24- Parisian pal; 25- Table 
scrap; 26- Sickness at the stomach; 30- Loud sound; 32- Marsh bird; 33- One of the 
three Magi; 37- Sea eagle; 38- N Atlantic archipelago; 39- Chianti, e.g.; 40- Cowardly; 42- 
Reddish brown; 43- Convex molding; 44- Bird of prey; 45- Life story; 48- At least one; 
49- Outer edge; 50- Just about; 52- Free; 57- Boyfriend; 58- Thought; 60- Happening; 61- 
Contented sighs; 62- Dutch cheese, wrapped in red wax; 63- Fungal infection; 64- Shoo!; 
65- ACLU concerns; 66- Evil is as evil ____.;

Down: 1- Hurry; 2- Choir voice; 3- Ollie’s partner; 4- Singer Guthrie; 5- Son of 
Rebekah; 6- Hockey goal part; 7- Guess; 8- On the main; 9- Freight; 10- Judge or juror; 
11- Discharge; 13- Ready to go; 14- Home 
of the Bruins; 20- Put ___ fight; 22- Ho Chi 
___ City; 24- Metallic mixture; 26- Exigency; 
27- Taj Mahal city; 28- Coffee dispensers; 
29- Take care of; 30- Monte ___; 31- 
Chairman’s hammer; 33- In an inadequate 
manner; 34- Bluish white metallic element; 
35- Part of A.D.; 36- Horse of mixed color; 
38- Border; 41- Gardner and others; 42- 
Small village; 44- In shape; 45- Rum cakes; 
46- Pertaining to the small intestine; 47- City 
in Nebraska; 49- Quantity of paper; 51- 
Evict; 52- Oceans; 53- “Metamorphoses” 
poet; 54- Vintner’s prefix; 55- Dagger of 
yore; 56- LAX guesstimates; 59- Banned 
insecticide; 

Yesterday’s solution

Crosswords Useful telephone numbers

 ad

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

Weather

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

Min Max Condition

China

world

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 1990 992
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂 

flurry
flurry/sleet

clear
cloudy/overcast

overcast/sleet

-8
-1
-6
-1
-3

-8
-31
-6
-17
-4
-3
2
5
6
0
2
0
0
13
12
16

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
It’s a good day to hash out 
disagreements at work or nearly 
anywhere else. Your ability to make 
your case is heightened, and you 
should find that your adversaries 
come around to your side soon.

April 20-May 20
Take a second or third look at 
your situation — is it really as 
bad as you had feared? It may not 
be perfect, but you can still take 
something positive out of it if you 
have a mind to.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Don’t get too excited about how 
much you’ve got to do — your energy 
is better spent on dreaming up new 
ideas and making plans. It’s a good 
day for living in the present and 
letting others worry about the future.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Try not to miss the point of whatever 
news comes your way — though it 
may be hard to discern which bits 
are most important. Think things 
through and make sure it’s all 
coming to you.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Its time for you to make a new friend! 
That doesn’t mean you have to force 
anything, but you should at least 
open up to new coworkers or chat 
with folks in new social situations. 
It’s easy!

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Work — or the lack of it — may cause 
problems today, but there’s good 
news: You’re on the way back into 
balance! Just keep pushing yourself 
and bit by bit, you will find that you’re 
where you want to be.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Your fierce, brainy energy is making 
life easier for you today — but not in 
a boring way! Your great ideas and 
big plans help you to see the best way 
to cut through the bureaucracy and 
get your way.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
The little details really matter — 
so make sure you’re paying close 
attention! If you have to sign anything, 
read it twice and get someone else you 
trust to do the same. Even if you don’t 
see anything, it’s worth it.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
People are not to be trusted today 
— though that’s not to say they are 
actively trying to stab you in the back! 
It’s just that a wave of selfishness has 
passed over the world, but it passes 
quickly.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You may be a little more social than 
usual today, but there’s no need for 
you to go nuts. If anything, you may 
find that your energy is better spent 
on parties than on work projects or 
other stuff.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You have two conflicting goals 
today, but you don’t have to worry 
too much about choosing just yet. 
If anything, you may be able to 
find a way to have your cake and 
eat it, too!

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Your unique take on today’s events 
makes you perfect for finding 
solutions — or opportunities! It’s a 
great day to advance your agenda, 
whatever it may be, and to show 
others where to go.

  Aquarius Pisces
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cloudy/clear
overcast

clear
overcast

drizzle
drizzle

flurry/cloudy
sleet/overcast

flurry/cloudy
flurry

moderate snow
moderate rain

drizzle rain



 

th Anniversary

02.02.2016 tue

18
 

18 ADVERTISEMENT 廣告



tue 02.02.2016

19
 

th Anniversary

 SPORTS體育 19

Leicester City’s Robert Huth (number 6, right) heads the ball to score the only goal of the game during their English Premier 
League soccer match against Tottenham Hotspu 

Steve Douglas, Manchester

Wednesday, 3:45am
Leicester v Liverpool 
H 2.7, D 3.42, A 2.9

The likelihood of Lei-
cester playing in the 
Champions League 
next season is growing 

stronger by the game.
The even more fanciful notion 

of Leicester as English Premier 
League champion? We’ll have a 
much better idea in about two 
weeks.

The team that narrowly 
avoided relegation last sea-
son is the surprise leader by 
three points with 15 matches 
remaining, and is 10 points 
clear of fifth-place Manches-
ter United. If Leicester can 
emerge from its next three ga-
mes with a lead intact, English 
soccer could be in for its most 
unlikely league champion in a 
generation.

The team led by Claudio 
Ranieri hosts Liverpool today 
[Wednesday, 3:45am] in the 
standout match of a full mi-
dweek program in the Premier 
League. Away matches at Man-
chester City and Arsenal — 
the other members of the cur-
rent top three — come next for 
Leicester, before a run of see-
mingly benign games while its 
title rivals resume their cam-
paigns in Europe.

There’s no sign of Leicester 
slowing down, either, having 
beaten Tottenham away and 
Stoke 3-0 in two of its last three 
matches.

Liverpool has been inconsis-
tent of late, but is one of only 
two teams to have defeated 
Leicester this season. Both 
teams will be fresh after the 
fourth round of the FA Cup, 
with Leicester inactive after 

Football | EPL Preview

Title-contending Leicester 
begins pivotal stretch

being eliminated and Liver-
pool fielding its reserves in a 
0-0 draw against West Ham on 
Saturday.

“We will have fresh legs 
against Leicester and that’s 
the good news,” said Liver-
pool manager Juergen Klo-
pp, whose team has played a 
game every three of four days 
since Christmas. “It’s an in-
tensive time. Hopefully we 
have players to come back 
from injury and we will have 
enough.”

AGUERO’S FOIL. Sergio 
Aguero is back in scoring form 
for Manchester City — and he 
might have a sidekick to share 
the attacking burden for the fi-
nal months of the season.

Kelechi Iheanacho is a 19-year-
old Nigerian who is making so-
mething of a splash in his first 
season in City’s squad. His hat 
trick in City’s 4-0 win over Aston 
Villa in the FA Cup on Saturday 
took his tally this season to eight 
goals in 507 minutes of action — 
a goal every 63 minutes.

He has come from nowhere to 
be arguably City’s second-choi-
ce striker, ahead of Wilfried 
Bony.

Iheanacho is likely to be back 
on the bench for City’s trip to 
Sunderland, but City manager 
Manuel Pellegrini will no lon-
ger be hesitating about whether 
Iheanacho is up to the task.

City is in second place, tied on 
points with Arsenal.

PRESSURE BACK ON. 
Only time will tell if Man Uni-

ted’s win over second-tier club 
Derby in the FA Cup on Friday 
was another false dawn for un-
der-pressure manager Louis 
van Gaal.

Stoke visits Old Trafford, 
looking to complete the league 
double over United this season. 
After his team’s loss at Britan-
nia Stadium on Dec. 26, Van 
Gaal raised the possibility of 
quitting, and the prospect of 
him departing has hovered over 
the Dutchman ever since.

United is five points behind 
Tottenham, which occupies the 
final Champions League quali-
fication spot.

The biggest positive for Van 
Gaal at the moment is the form 
of Wayne Rooney, who has 
six goals in six games in 2016. 
Another six and he’ll equal the 
club record of 249 goals held by 
Bobby Charlton.

“I’ve been scoring goals, I feel 
good, I feel fit and, although 
some of the results have been 
disappointing, I’m enjoying my 
game at the minute,” Rooney 
said, “and long may it conti-
nue.”

ELSEWHERE. Arsenal is 
at home against Southampton 
and will be looking to make 
amends for a 4-0 loss in the re-
verse match on Dec. 26.

Tottenham visits Norwich, 
while reigning champion Chel-
sea is 14 points off the top 14 
heading into a match at Wat-
ford. AP / Oddschecker.com

Song Young-han

Jordan Spieth fi-
nished runner-up at the 

Singapore Open yesterday 
after South Korea’s Song 
Young-han held his nerve 
to beat the fast-finishing 
world number one by a 
single stroke.

Among 13 players back 
at Sentosa Golf Club at 
the break of dawn after 
Sunday’s final round was 
suspended because of a 
thunderstorm, Spieth sank 
a five-foot birdie putt on 
the last hole, where he had 
marked his ball overnight, 
completing a final round 
of 5-under 66 to finish at 
11-under 273.

Song, resuming on 12 un-
der and playing two groups 
behind Spieth, drained a 
tricky 12-foot par putt on 
the 16th then made par at 
the last two holes to win 
the co-sanctioned Asian 
and Japan Tour event.

China’s Liang Wen-
chong, who completed his 

Golf

Song hangs on to beat Spieth 
by a stroke at Singapore Open

final round on Sunday, 
finished outright third at 
10-under.

“I had my first perfect 
round today,” Spieth joked 
about his one-shot day. 
“Everything was absolu-
tely perfect. I didn’t miss 
one shot and I made every-
thing I looked at.

“It was tough to sleep on 
that putt. Even though it 
wasn’t the most challen-
ging putt, it was still a very 
nerve wracking one to hit 
knowing that you have to 
make it for what you think 
will be a playoff.”

Ranked 204th in the wor-
ld, Song had led the tour-
nament from the second 
round and was five in front 
of Spieth heading into the 
final round but had to re-
tain his composure in the 
closing stages as the Ame-
rican narrowed the gap.

The 24-year-old said 
he had a restless night 
thinking about the putt on 

16 and spent hours prac-
ticing the shot in his hotel 
room.

“I felt like I was going 
crazy,” he said, speaking 
through a translator. “The 

putting line wasn’t that 
bad but the situation made 
me nervous.”

Normally one of the best 
putters in the game, Spie-
th had struggled on the 

greens all week in the sti-
fling humidity of Southeast 
Asia. But the 22-year-old 
got his game together in 
the final round to mount 
a late challenge, reeling in 
six birdies to put pressure 
on Song, who was chasing 
his first win as a professio-
nal after two second-place 
finishes on the Japan Tour.

Song managed just two 
birdies in his final round 
of 70 and dropped a shot 
at the seventh after an 
erratic drive but made a 
string of clutch saves to 
par the last seven holes, 
finishing with a simple 
tap-in at the 18th to secu-
re the title and deny Spie-

th a chance of a playoff.
“I fought hard in the final 

round but I was just a litt-
le bit too far back,” Spieth 
said. “I missed a few putts 
[earlier in the tournament] 
that I normally make.”

“I had a lot of tough 
breaks. You have them 
both ways but this was one 
week where we definitely 
got the bad end of some 
bounces.

“My game’s pretty close. 
I held it together pretty 
solid but I didn’t have as 
many looks as I normally 
have on a weekly basis 
and that led to a little bit 
of a lack of trust in the 
reads.” AP
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China says pastor suspected of 
misappropriating funds 

China’s state-sanctioned Protestant church 
body says a pastor in a province where autho-
rities have been cracking down on churches is 
under investigation for suspected misappro-
priation of funds.

The Zhejiang province branch of the Three-
Self Patriotic Movement said on its website 
yesterday that Gu Yuese was also accused of 

other unspecified economic crimes.
The notice expressed “deep shock and regret” 

over the news and said Gu’s alleged crimes 
were his personal behavior. In an apparent at-
tempt to allay doubts about their allegations, it 
urged parishoners to be “clear-headed” about 
the developments and said all were equal un-
der Chinese law.

30-50
Good

Michael Weissenstein, Havana

Cuba announced yes-
terday that it is laun-

ching broadband Internet 
service in two Havana nei-
ghborhoods as a pilot pro-
ject aimed at bringing home 
access to one of the world’s 
least connected nations.

State telecommunications 
company ETECSA said it 
would allow Cubans in Old 
Havana, the colonial center 
that is one of the island’s 
main tourist attractions, to 
order service through fiber 
optic connections operated 
with Chinese telecom opera-
tor Huawei.

Odalys Rodríguez del Toro, 
ETECSA director for Hava-
na, told state media that the 
government would also be-
gin allowing cafes, bars and 
restaurants to begin orde-

ring broadband service.
Del Toro offered no time-

line for the pilot project or 
rollout of broader access and 
said prices would be annou-
nced in the future.

Still, any fiber-optic home 
connections would be an im-
portant milestone in Cuba, 
where broadband home ser-
vice is currently legal only for 
diplomats and employees of 
foreign companies who pay 
hundreds of dollars a mon-
th for Internet links that are 
a fraction of the average 
speed in other countries. 
Some Cuban citizens have 
dial-up home service or res-
tricted mobile phone con-
nections that allow access 
only to state-run email.

General public access to 
broadband Internet began 
only last year, with the ope-
ning of dozens of public 
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A nuclear cruise missile 
the US doesn’t need

For a president who famously advocated for a 
world without nuclear weapons, Barack Obama 
has done a lot to keep the U.S. nuclear arsenal 
intact. That’s not a criticism – it was his promi-
se that was naive, not his policy – but in one 
respect, his strategy is unnecessarily destabi-
lizing.

The administration’s proposal to spend up to 
USD30 billion to create a new nuclear cruise 
missile meant to be carried by the aging B-52 
bomber makes no sense financially or strate-
gically. Cruise missiles, which are smaller than 
land-based intercontinental ballistic missiles 
and fly farther than tactical bombs dropped by 
planes, are the wild card of the nuclear arsenal: 
Unlike ICBMs, they are very hard to spot by 
radar or satellite, and, even if detected, they’re 
indistinguishable from conventionally armed 
cruise missiles.

This is a problem because a successful deter-
rence strategy requires that both sides in a po-
tential nuclear conflict have a pretty good idea 
of what the other would do. Three years ago, 
the U.K. decided not to develop a submarine-
based nuclear-tipped cruise missile because it 
carries too great a risk of “miscalculation and 
unintended escalation.”

Even the cold warrior Ronald Reagan subscri-
bed to this theory of deterrence, agreeing with 
the Soviets in 1987 to eliminate land-based 
nuclear cruise missiles. His successor, George 
H.W. Bush, ordered them taken off U.S. sub-
marines. The only current version is carried by 
the B-52, which is too slow and easily spotted 
to enter contested airspace and drop bombs.

In the early days of the Cold War, this wea-
pon may have made sense. But after the B-1 
supersonic bomber and B-2 stealth craft came 
along in the 1980s, the U.S. had planes with the 
capability to enter hostile airspace with nuclear 
bombs. (The B-1 no longer carries nuclear 
weapons, but the 20 remaining B-2s can.)

Today, with Russia a much-diminished nuclear 
threat and China little interested in challenging 
U.S. nuclear superiority, the need to overwhelm 
either nation’s air defenses is less of a priority. 
Meanwhile, lesser potential adversaries such 
as Iran and North Korea have limited capability 
to protect their airspace. And technological ad-
vances have made the nuclear submarine fleet 
vastly more capable of penetrating enemy anti- 
missile defenses.

So why the push for the new cruise weapon? 
In part, it’s the natural inclination of the military 
to trade up. There are also concerns over what 
will happen when the B-2 goes out of service 
and the B-52s, which have been flying since the 
1950s, give up the ghost.

But the Air Force plans to spend USD10 
billion to extend the B-2’s life for another four 
decades, and up to another $80 billion for the 
next-generation Long Range Strike Bombers, 
which could enter service as soon as 2025 and 
are designed to penetrate contested airspace. 
In addition, the current air- launched cruise mis-
sile can probably remain usable for 15 years, 
filling any gap before the new bomber takes off.

Given all this, spending billions on a new nu-
clear cruise missile isn’t the best or wisest use 
of resources. William J. Perry, the former de-
fense secretary who oversaw the development 
of air-launched cruise missiles, now supports a 
global ban on nuclear-tipped cruises.

America’s nuclear arsenal remains a linchpin 
not only of national defense but also of interna-
tional security. Obama’s support of hundreds 
of billions of dollars to modernize the aging nu-
clear “triad” is justified. But plans to upgrade the 
nuclear cruise missile would not make the U.S., 
or the world, any safer.

World Views 
The Editors, Bloomberg

WiFi spots that cost USD2 
an hour. That is about a ten-
th of the average monthly 
salary in Cuba.

Del Toro said ETECSA 
would open 30 more WiFi 
spots in Havana alone in 
2016, which by itself would 
double the number of access 
points in Cuba. She did not 
say how many more were 
planned for other cities.

The United States has been 
pushing Cuba to show that 
it is improving conditions 
for its citizens as President 
Barack Obama loosens the 
half-century old U.S. trade 
embargo on Cuba through 
a series of executive actions.

Obama hopes to travel to 
Cuba this year to celebrate 
his re-establishment of di-
plomatic relations with the 
island but has said he would 
visit only if he believed his 
presence would help im-
prove the lives of ordinary 
Cubans by moving the island 
toward greater freedom.

U.S. Federal Communica-
tions Commission chairman 
Tom Wheeler traveled to 
Havana this month to meet 
with Cuban officials about in-
creasing Cuba’s connections 
to the Internet. Last week, 
the FCC gave U.S. companies 
blanket permission to pro-
vide voice and data connec-
tions to Cuba, doing away the 
requirement for special FCC 
permission.  AP

Art for children. An artist paints in St. Lazarus district during a workshop on traditional folk art which was 
held for children this weekend as the Chinese Spring Festival draws near.

Xinhua/Cheong Kam Ka decisive moment
The

Afghanistan A suicide car 
bombing aimed at a police 
base in Kabul kills at least 
one person and wounds 
another 16. More on p13

Iran says it now has 
access to more than 
USD100 billion worth 
of frozen overseas 
assets following the 
implementation of the 
nuclear deal with world 
powers. Much of the 
money had been piling up 
in banks in China, India, 
Japan, South Korea and 
Turkey since international 
sanctions were tightened 
in 2012 over Tehran’s 
nuclear program. The 
comments were posted 
on the website of state-
run Press TV yesterday.

Greece The government 
enters a new round of 
talks with its creditors, 
skeptical about the depth 
and efficacy of its pension 
reform plans, facing 
protests over those plans 
from a broad spectrum of 
professions. Talks with the 
quartet of creditors — the 
European Commission, 
the European Central 
Bank, the European 
Stability Mechanism and 
the International Monetary 
Fund — were resuming at 
press time. 

UK Britain’s fertility 
regulator has approved 
a scientist’s application 
to edit the human 
genetic code using a 
new technique that some 
fear crosses too many 
ethical boundaries. The 
Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Authority 
says it has granted 
research led by scientist 
Kathy Niakan to try to 
understand the genes that 
human embryos need to 
develop successfully.

NigeriaN residents say 
multiple bombings of Agip 
oil pipelines have caused 
thousands of barrels of 
oil to pollute waterways, 
farms and fishing grounds 
in southern Bayelsa 
state. Fishermen say oil 
flowed unchecked for two 
days. The Italian parent 
company ENI says 16,000 
barrels of oil per day were 
lost and the company 
yesterday began working 
to resume production. 

Cuba says it will launch 
broadband home 
internet project 
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